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Close Relationships

Discussion

Girls reported higher levels of positive friendship qualities than boys did and boys reported higher levels of negative
friendship quality than girls did.

Contrary to hypotheses, negative emotional reactivity was not related to most indicators of positive friendship quality.
Trait negative emotional reactivity was, however, related to greater negative friendship quality (i.e., conflict) and lower
conflict resolution.

Results

Table 1: Gender Differences in Temperament and Emotional
Reactivity and Friendship Quality

Introduction

Emotional reactivity and temperament are similar emotional components of development that
have been shown to impact friendship quality both positively and negatively (see Acar et al.,

Demir & Urberg, 2004; 2015 Stotsky & Bowker, 2018)
Temperamental characteristics (e.g., emotional intensity and sociability) are considered to have
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Methods
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* Friendship Quality:
* Adolescents answered questions on computers that assessed positive and negative
qualities of the adolescents’ friendship using The Friendship Quality Questionnaire
(Rose, 2002).
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Notes. REACT = reactivity, VAL= validation and caring, CON RES =conflict resolution, AFF
= affective closeness, EMOT = emotional closeness, HELP = help and guidance, COMP =
companionship and recreation, INTI=intimate exchange, POS FQ = positive friendship quality,
NEQ FQ = negative friendship quality

*n <.05, **p < .01
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