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Study Aim

● Positive Schizotypy involves magical 
beliefs and unusual perceptual 
experiences and reflects liability for 
psychosis and schizophrenia

● Our study examines the association 
between positive schizotypy and the 
Five-Factor Model dimension of 
openness to experience, with the 
inclusion of cognitive self-control as a 
possible facilitator for the relationship.



Hypothesis

We predicted that positive schizotypy 
results from an interaction between high 
openness and low cognitive self-control, 
while high openness does not predict 
positive schizotypy in individuals with 
high self-control.



Method
~ 850 college-age participants

Materials

● Multidimensional Schizotypy Scale-Brief Edition

● S-UPPS-P Impulsive Behavior Scale 

○ Negative Urgency, Lack of Perseverance, Lack of Premeditation, Sensation Seeking, and 

Positive Urgency

● “Aesthetic Sensitivity” and “Creative Imagination” facets of the BFI-2 Open-Mindedness 

Domain Scale

● Infrequency Scale



Method (cont.)

Analysis

● Multiple Regression Analysis

○ Z-transformed predictor variables derived from openness and impulsivity scores

○ Interaction term created by taking the product of openness and impulsivity



Results
Is there evidence of an interaction?

First, for the interaction between openness 
and impulsivity predicting positive 
schizotypy, our analysis yielded a
p-value of .09 (trend, but  > .05) 



Subsets of Impulsivity

Which are most relevant?

● Positive Urgency and Negative 
Urgency are most highly correlated 
with Positive Schizotypy (p < .001)

● Sensation Seeking is also highly 
correlated, with a p value of .008



Positive Urgency

● Interaction between openness and positive 
urgency predicting positive schizotypy

p= .044

Bonferroni correction: 
p-value <.01



Negative Urgency & Sensation Seeking

● Negative Urgency and openness predicting 
positive schizotypy (p= .496)



Sensation Seeking

● Interaction between openness and 
sensation seeking predicting positive 
schizotypy

p= .286



Lack of Premeditation & Lack of Perseverance

● Interaction between openness and lack of premeditation predicting 
positive schizotypy (p=.405)

● Interaction between openness and lack of perseverance predicting 
schizotypy (p=.917)



Study Conclusions

● Our results do not provide significant 
support for our predicted interaction 
effect 

● However, some notable statistical 
trends were observed

● The S-UPPS-P facets of Positive 
Urgency and Negative Urgency were 
most significantly correlated with 
Positive Schizotypy in our data set
○ Suggesting that positive 

schizotypy is especially associated 
with an increased influence of 
emotion on impulsivity



Future Research

● Further examine the of interaction 
between openness to experience and 
cognitive self-control with specific 
focus on emotional cognitive 
self-control

● Alternative measures of cognitive 
self-controlExploring “Cognitive self-control”




