THE FOLLOWING CORRECTIONS,

LATELY MADE¥BY_A GENTLEMAN EXPERIENCED IN NA-
VIGATING THE HIVERS, WAS POLITELY FAVOURED,
BUT TOQ LATE FOR INSERTION IN THEIR PROPER
PLACES, '

' THEY SHOULD BE ATTENDED TO.

¥ Map 2, 0. p. 78— Captina island lies close in the -

bend, left hand side.”

% PageT9, Beach Bottom bar, channel right side—s left
side equally good.” .

~ Page 84, Pursley’s island, No. 25—~ just below No.
25 is a large willow bar.”

« Page 84, John Williamson’s island, No. 27— No, 21
is called by hoatmen Grand View.” :

# Page 84, End of Long Reach, a large bar—if there
be a bar at this place, it i1s very inconsiderable.”

% Page 84, Island No. 28— Bat island does not de-
serve the name, as it is merely a spur of No. 28.”

% Page 88, Blannerhasset’s island—< there are many
snags above the head of No. 38, near the Ohio shore, and
now (July 22, 1816) there is a large log in the middle of
the channel, opposite the head of the island, go between
it and the Ohio shore.”

%_Page 88, Little Hockhocking—<keep close in to the
right shore, set to the right of No. 39.”

X Page 89, Amberson’s island—=<in order to fetch the

(=]

right of Amberson’s island, bear hard: to the right hand
(Ohio point) after leaving the bar above.”
K Page 91, A ripple and bar—s this bar is only % a mile
below the ferry.”
K Page 96, Little Sandy creele—¢ Greenupsburgh, the
- capital of Greenup county; a new town was laid out just
above the mouth of Sandy—it is improving, 26th July,
18167 '
X-Page 96, Little Sciota—-¢ this is a dangerous place, as
the maver, bending to the left, throws the boat on the

ledge; hug the left shore for a mile above the mouth of

Sciota, until you clear the whole ledge.”

A Puge 98, Conoconneque creek—sto clear the creek
bar, make for the head of the island, and for some dis-
tance close.

X Page 100, Two islands—<<the distance between No.

. gl, 52’ ’and 53 is only 6 miles, instead of 17 as here laid
[} y )




AR
NAVIGATOR

CONTAINING )
DIRECTIONS FOR NA?IG"ATIN G

* THE MONONGAHELA, ALLEGHENY, OHIG -
R RS
MISSISSIPPI RIVERS

WITH A.R’

AMPLE ACCOUNT OF THESE MUCH ADVIIRED WATERS

AND A
~ CONCISE DESCRIPTION OF THEIR

TOWNS, VILLAGES, HARBORS, SETTLEMENTS, &,

WITH MAPS OF THE OHIO AND MISSISSIPPIL.
ST
TO WHICH IS ADDED 7

AN APPENDIX,

CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF LOUISIANA,
AND OF THE MISSOURI AND COLUMBIA RIVERS, AS
DISCOVERED BY THE VOYAGE UNDER ‘
CAPTS. LEWIS AND CLARK. .

NINTH LDITION-
S S—————
PITTSBURGH,

Published by
CRAMER, SPEAR AND EICIIBAU\I
FRANKLIN HEAD, MAREET
STREET.

—

Robert Ferguson & Co. Priniers.




DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA, To wits
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Yexssr «¥BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the nineteenth

day of {S¥ptember in the thirty-third year of the inde-
pendghce of the United States of America, A. D. 1808,
. Cramer, of the said District, hath deposited in
this Office, the Title of a Book, the right whereof he claims
as Proprictor in the words following, to wit:

e The Nuavigator: containing directions for naviga-
fing the Monongehela, Allegheny, Ohio and Mississippi
rivers ; with an qmple dccount of these much admired
Waters, from the head of the fornier to the mouth of the
latter ; and .a concise description of their Towns, Villa-
ges, Harbors, Settlements, &'c. with accurate Maps of the
Ohio end Mississippi.  To which is added an Sppendix,
containing an ceconnt of Louisiana, and of the Missou-
ri and Columbia rivers. as discovered by the voyage un-
der captains Lewis end Clark”

In confermity to the act of the Congress of the United
Btates, intitled. < An Act for the Encouragement of
Learning. by securing the Copies of Maps, Charts and
Books tothe Authorsand Proprietors of such Copies dur-
ing the times therein mentioned.” = And alse the Act, en-
titled, “ An Act supplementary to an Act, entitled, < An
Act for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the
copies of Maps, Charts and Books to the Authors and Pro-
prietors of such Copies during the times therein mention-
ed,” and extending the Benefits thereof to the Arts of
designing, engraving, and etching lListorical and other

Prints.”
D. CALDWELL, Clerk of the
Tistrizt of Pennsyleania.



Hodvertigement,

THIS edition of the Navigator, being the eightl
since tie year 1801,isrespectfully presented to the pub-
lic.~—1t being designedly calculated as an useful and ne-
cessary guide to those who navigate or trade on the riv-
ers of which it treats—much pains have been taken to re-
vise, correct and enlarge it throughout; to do this satis-
factorily, we have had the assistance of several of the
most eminent pilots and navigators, and the use of late
manuscript journals of gentlemen of observation, to whom.
we present our compliments for their aid and politeness.

Ata very considerable expense, the maps of the Ohio
and Mississippi rivers have been added; and we flatter
ourselves with the hope that they will be found as useful
to the navigator as they have been troublesome to us.—
These of the Ohio haye been taken from actual SUrvey--—
Those of the Mississippi partly from survey and partly
[rom private charts, taken as accuraiely as the nature of'
that riverwill permit. :

The account of the Missouri and Columbia rivers, as -
traversad by captains Lewis and Clark, under the direc-
tion of the president of the United States, though.but a
hrief view of that intevesting voyage, we hope will be
found entertaining. It has been collected from the let-
ters of captain Clark and other publications since the re-
tarn of the party.

The account of Louisiana is highly interesting ; and i}
has been collected from docnments published by the di-
rections of the congress and executive of the United
States, shortly alter the acquisition of that country.

- This edition is considerably enlarged by a more com-
prehensive description of the principal towns onand ad-
Jacent to the rivers; their commerce and mapufactures;
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natural curiosities of the country, &c. 'The directions
for navigating the Mississippi river from the mouth of the
Tilinois to that of the Ohio river; with the description of
the District of Mobile, and geographical ngtice of Florida,
will be found interesting. '

Conscious of the imperfections of the Navigator, we de-

end much on the goodness of others to detect its errors
and point them out to us, in order that they may be cor- -
rected in a future edition; observations, also, either of the
rivers or the country through whieh they run, tending to
enhance its value and make it more generally useful, will
be thankfully acknowledged.

Upon the whole, we can assure the reader, that we
have spared no pains to make this a useful book, and no-
thing is wanting but kis aid as an encouragement to con-

= tizue our labors to make it still more so.

; THE EDITOR.
February, 1811 :
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Hefevences

TO THE
MAP OF PITTSBURGH.

0 Episcopal church, situated on ¥he angle formed by
the junction of Liberty and Wood streets. 1 Court
house, on the opposite side of the streetis the Market
house. 2 Presbyterian meeting house. 3 Dutch Luther-
an church. 4 Office of discountand deposit. 5 Fort Fay-
ette. 6 Covenanters’ meeting house. 7 Ship-yard, im-
mediately below which Suke’s run empties . 8 Jail.
9 Ruins of Fort Pitt. 10 Scite of Fort Du Quesne. 11
Glass works. 12 Academy. On the N.side of the Al-
legheny, are two ferry-houses, the uppermost belongs to
major ®raig, and the next below to Jarses Robinson, esq.
On the 8. side of the Monongahela the first house above
the glass-works is Jones’s feriy, the next above Black’s
or Beattie’s, the next Bousman’s, the next widow Craig’s,
the next Herd’s, and about half a mile above this, though
not mentioned in the map, is Emmet’s, and opposite to it
is Andrew Watson’s, esq. On the right side of the.Chio,
and opposite the entrance of the Allegheny, is a small
island, about half a mile long. Some years since the
state of Pennsylvania granted this to colonel Killbuck,
an Indian chief of the Six Nations, by whom itis still
held. It is now called Smnoky Island.—The hill to the
3. of the Monongahela is coal hill ; that jutting out close
to the ship-yard, 1s called Ayres-hill or Silver banks, be-
longing to Andrew Watson, esq.

The point of Grant’s hill (not represented) enters the
square forped by Fourth street, Hammond alley, Cherry
alley, and Grant street. ) )

"The streets running parallel to the Allegheny, are first,
Penn, and next Liberty; the cross streets from Liberty
to the Allegheny are, beginning at the lowermost, Marbu-
ry and Hay streets, ——alley, Pitt street, ——alley, St.
Clair street, ——alley, Irwin’s street, ——alley, Hand
street, ——alley, Wayne street. Those runnjng paral-
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lel with the Monongahela are, first, Water, Front, Se-
“cond, Third and Fourth streets, Hammond alley, Fiftl
street, Virgin alléy, Sixth street, Strawherry alley, Sew-
enth street, Plumb alley, Eighth sireet. The streets and

alleys intersecting these are, beginning at the lowermost,
West street, Short street, Redoubt alley, Ferry street,

Chancery lane, Market street, Wood street, Smithfield

street, Cherry alley, Grant street. ,
It may be noted that none of the streets cross each other

at right angles except those from Liberty street to the Al-
legheny. .

37 The top of the map is due north, the bottom south,
the right east, and the lower part west. ,
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A

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

- OF THE

" RIVERS.

.
e e

- THE MONONGAHELA.*

NO country perhaps in the world is better watered
with limpid streams and navigable rivers than the United
States of America, and no people better deserve these ad-
vantages, or are betler calculated to make a proper use of
them, than her industrious and adventurous citizens.

. The Monongahela takes its rise at the foot of the Lau-
rel mountain, in Virginia, thence meandering to a N. by -
E. direction, passes into Pennsylvania,and receives Cheat
river from the 8. 8. E. thence winding to a N. by W, di-
rection, separates Fayette and Westioreland from Wash-
ington county, and passing into Allegheny county, re-
ceives the' Youghiogheny river from the S. 8. E. and
unites with the Allegheny river at Pittsburgh, 13 miles
below the mouth of the Yough. and about §5 by land, be-
low the mouth of Cheat. The Monongahela is abeut 450
yards wide at its mouth, measuring from bank to bank,
and in the fall and spring treshes, has water enough to
carry ships of 400 tons burden; these freshes, however,
subside quickly, and render the navigation of such vessels
very precarious. ' E

"The Monongahela, after it enters Pennsylvania, runs

. through a rich and well settled country. Its waters, when

high, are coloured with the washy disposition of clay-loam

land, of which is borne down with its current a thick sed-

~ * This word is said to signify, in some of the Indian langnages, The
Falling-in-Banks ; thut is, the stream of the Falling-in, or Mouldering
Banks, : B ‘
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. A
iment. Its banks are generally firm, bearing large and
stately trees of the buttonwood, hickory, white and black
oak, walnut, sugar-maple, beach, &c. and these afford a
good supply of Togs for the numerous saw mills erected
at and near the mou.hs of the creeks emptying into the
river. . :
This river, like most others in this country, is-accom-
panied with considerable hills on each side, which some-
times approach close to the banks, and again recede, leav-
ing spacious and rich bottoms, in which are geuerally
found large sugar-camps, each sugar-tree producing, if
well managed during the season, four pounds of excellent
sugar, equal to Musquevado, especially if it has time to
ripen before used; and each pound 1s worth 13 cents;
thus, a sugar-camp containing 500 trees preduces 2,000
sunds of sugar, worth 260 dollars. The sugar season
seldom lasts more than a -month or six weeks, and a camp
of this size can be attended by one man and three or four
boys to carry the water—thus, leaving a handsome salary
for each during a season that very little else can be done
on a farm. The suga. season sometimes however is pre-
carious, owing to the irregularity of the breaking up of
winter, and the ushering in of spring. But it certainly
would be provident.in farmers to take special care of their
sugav-trees, and rather than destroy a grove of 50 trees,
plant an orchard of 1800. In order to give a spur to this
* species of economy, our merchants ought not to receive
a pound of sugar from over the mountains, and by this
means give every encouragement for the use and con-
sumption of sugar made at home. 'This would stimulate
the farmer and reward the labourer. The policy of such
a pian would be wise, and be the means of saving many
thozsands of doliars in the country, which are now sent
‘cut for sugavs, of different kinds. Indeed I do not see
why loaf and lump sugar could not be manufactured from
our maple suzar as goud as that produced from the West
India suzar cane. / . _
The land being generslly rich on the Monongahela,
crors of wheat, rye. barley,eats, buckwheat, corn, pota-
to s, &e. are raiscd in greal abundance; flax and hemp
ave top much neglected.  The Monongahela flouris cele-
beated in foreizn markets, fov its superiority, and it gen-
erally sells for one doilar more per barrel in New Orléans
than any other flour taken from this country to that mar-
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ket. The best and greatest quantity of rye whiskey is
made on this river. Peach and-apple brandy, cider and
cider-royal, are also made in great abundance.

The mean velocity of the Monongahela is about two
miles an hour, and from three to four miles when very
high. The floods seldom rise above the common bauks;
when they do, it is noticed as remarkable, and much mis~
chief is done by the sweeping waters, as was the case in
May, 1807, when .he floods rose at Brownsville abbut 40
feet above the common surface of the river. Itis said ~
that at least 15 grist mills, on and near the river, between
Pittsburgh and Morgantown, were carried off and des~
troyed during this fresh, and-with them, about 5000 bugh-
els of wheat, rye and corn. Several wills were seen hicat-
ing past Pittsburgh in one day, cut of which skiif loads of

“wheat were taken by the citizens.

"The navigation of the Monsngahela is prett
peri
and skiffs, from Pittshurgh to Browrsville,and from thence
to Morgantown, a distance of whaut 100 miles above its
mouth; above this the navigation is frequenty interrupt-
ed by rapids, but samall erafts may goup with dificulty as

high as Clarksburgh, about 40 wiles agove’ Morgantown,

The west branch of this river in high water is navigable -
“For TS5 miles, and communicates with a southern: branch’

of Little Kenhawa, by a portage of eight or ten milés. .

It is matter of much importance thut an easy and short
portage could be had to connect the waters of the Poto-
mack with those of the Monongahela. The head waters
of Cheat and the Potomack, come together within about
30 miles, to-which portage however, the navigation of
both rivers is difficult, but might be rendered much bet-
ter by clearing them out. Gouds are at this time fre-
quently boated up from Alexandria, Georgetown, &c. as
High as Fort Cumberland, whence they are taken in wag-
ous to Brownsville, a distance of about 80 miles—DBy this
route it costs about 82 30 per hundrel pounds,-from
Alexandria to Brownsville, which is a saving of about 82
50 in the 100lbs. when brought all the way by land.

On the Monongahela old fortifications are frequently
discovered, as vestiges of a people of whom time has kept
no other recovd, and of whose character the present race
of man can form but a feint idea; for like the mammoth,
they have left nothing behind them but evident marks of
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their once having possession of the country, and having
been well acquainted with the arts of war, and perhaps as.
well with those of peace, if we may judge from the quan-
tity and quality of pottery, and many other articles of
houseliold convenience, found ail through this country,
as well as in many parts of the Ugited btates; all shew-
ing the work of ingenious artists. Curious carving on .
rocks are to be seen on many parts of the Monongahela,
At the mouth of Ten mile creek, above Bedstone, there
are many; some bearing the shape of a man’s foot,a horse’s
foot, & hand,. head, a turkey, a fish, birds, beasts, &ec.
all apparently carved by a people having had more tools
than cur Indians can Le supposed to have had iu those
" early periods of time.  Of the nation of people having left
those curisus traces behind thewm, some ngenious writers
ara strongly disgesed to believe them to have been from
Wales in Britaing but it is highly questionable whether
their history does not go far beyond the history of En-
glaad, or any other part of Europe, and I have sometimes
thought the discoveries of time muy yet prove them older
than the ea-liest history we have of the world. How they
became extinct, be they whom they might, is a question
equally difficult of solution.
One of the principal branches of the Monongahela is
the Youghingheny river, whose sources are divided fron:
ool tie Potomack by the Allegheny mountain: from
t1e falls, where it intersects the Laurel mountain, to fort
- Camberland, the head of the navigation of the Potomack,
is 40 miles of very mountainous road. On the Youghio-
gheny and the streams emptying into it. are a number of
valuable forges, -furnaces, saw and grist mills, some fine -
farms and villages, among which, Connelsville, 45 miles
by land above Pittsburgh, is the principal one. It is a
thriving little town of Fayette county, 11 miles north of
- Uniontown, and 20 south of Greensburgh; pleasantly sit-
uate on the east bank of the river, over which there is a
good frame bridge—In the year 1810 it contained 500 in-
habitants. Gnthe opposite side of the river is the village
of New Haven, containing about 160 inhabitants—This
place has usually been considered as the head of the na-
- vigation of the Yough. river, although boats have come
- down from thie mouth of Indian creek, which empties in
about 6 miles above. Near the mouth of this creek there
is a forge erecting by Messrs. Mochbee & Werts, which
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is now nearly ready to work—These gentlemen are also
boring for salt-water on an island in the river a liltle be-
low. ~The salt-works owned by J. Meascn & J. Meason,
jun. esqrs. are situated on the river 4 or 5 miles above
Connelsville, and make from 25 to 30 bushels of salt per
day A little below on the river is the fine paper-mill
owned by Messrs. D. and J. Rogers & Walker, now in
complete operation. A mile above town is Mr. Mea-
son’s forge. . In the towns of New Haven and Connels-
ville are 1 air foundery, I rolling and slitting mill, 2
rist mills, 1-fulling mill, and 4 carding machines.—
Tessrs. Baldwin, Norton & Mears are now erecting a-
cotton factory in the vicinity of Connelsville. About 1
mile below the town are Messrs. Gibsons’rolling and slit-
ting mill, grist mill, and tilt-hammer; one mile -below
town is Gibson’s forge, grist mill, and saw mill; two
miles further down 1s Stouffer’s grist mill, saw mill,
and fulling mill; -and seven miles below Connelsville, on
the river, at the Little Falls, is M. Gibhson’s forge, fur-
nace, grist mill, saw mill,and tilt-hammer. In short, the
durableness of the streams, added to their rapidity, af-
ford numberless seats for water-works of every descrip-
tion.. A Mr. Lauderburn has discovered an extensive
bank of earth near Connelsville, which, when burnt,
serves all the parposes of Spanish-brown in painting ; and
of which he supplied in 1810, Méssrs. Skeltons of Pitts- -
burgh with £0,0001bs.: ‘
Messrs. Huston & Taylor are now erecting a rolling -
and slitting mill on Dunbar creek, which empties into -
“Yough. one mile above Connelsville. On Indian creek
are Fountain furnace, builtin 1859 by Trevor & Rodgers;
Mount Hope {urnace, built in 1813 by Trevor & Sheave, -
(which makes iron at the rate of 21 tons per week, and of
a-quality equal to Juniata: and St. John’s furnace, built
about the year 1808.. Messrs. M:Clurg & Barnes are also
building a furnace on Jacob’s creek, which is a tributary
stream to the Youghiogheny, emptying itself about 10 -
miies below Connelsville.- The great number of factories,
particularly in the iron way, in the neighborhood of Con- -
nelsville, will always render it a flonrishing and lvely -
place for business, and by the fine markeéts which they -
create for country produce, will also rapidly increase the -
wealth of the farmers in its vicinity, . '

B 2.
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THE ALLEGHENY.*

Tars is a beautiful, large, and navigable river; taking;
 its rise in Lycoming county, Pennsylvania, within a few
miles of the head waters of Sinemahoning creek, a navi-
‘gable stream that falls into the Susquehanna river, to.
which there is a portage of 23 miles.  Thence pursuing
a north course, passes 1nto New York state, winding to.
the N.W. about 20 miles, turns gradually to the S.W.
enters Pennsylvania, and meandering in about that di--
rection 180 wiles, joins the Monongahela at Pittsburgh.
Few rivers and perhaps none excel the Allegheny for-
the transparency of its water, or the beauty of its bottom,.
having a fine gravelly bed, clear of rocks and uninterrupt--
ed by falls. Its surface is unbroken, and its mean veloci-
ty is about 2% miles an hour; when high it runs at the.
rate of four miles an hour, being a little more rapidin its
course than the Monongahela. ~ Its waters in some in-.
stazces have proved medicinal; and the fish caught in it
are allowed to be superior to those of the Monongahela.
The Allegheny in its windings receives many large and
teibutary streams: among these are the Kiskiminetas,.
which is navigable for batteaux 40 or 50 miles, and good
“portages are found between it and the Juniata; it enters.
the Allegheny about 14 miles below Kittanning, the coun--
ty towi of Armstrong county, Pa. lat. 46° 40'—45 miles
above Pittsburgh, The Kiskiminetas receives in its
course Litile 60ne111augh and Stone creek, which forms.
its head waters; after their junction it is called Cone-
maugh riverst it then receives Black Lick from the N.E.
“and 17 miles {rom its mouth Loyalbanna creek enters from:

¥ The word JIlleglieny seems to have been derived from an ancient
{ribe of Indians, called the ¢ Tullegawwe,” who, though represented 'to.
have been a tall and stout race of men, were totally routed and extirpat-..
ed by the Delawares and those of their stock. The Delaware Indians.
o not say, *“ Allegheny”—but “Allegawe,” and again “Allegawenink,>”
which signifies with them as much as to say,” ““in the country of the
'Fallegawe—aor the country inhabited by the Tallegawe, or Allegawe
peopla.” Western Tour, p. 455.

- 7 Salt waterlately diseovered itself oozing throagh the bed of this rive.
er, about half a mile above its junction with the Loyalhanna, 17 miles
“from the Alegheny by the Kiskiminetas, and 7 miles from New Alex-
andria in ‘.Vestmoreland.eounty, Penn. . Works for making sult have
Bieen ereeted, end ave suecessfully eonducted, . '
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the S.8.E.—Muhulbuctitum, another branch of the Alle-
gheny, 20 miles above,. is passable in small crafts to the
settlements in Northumberiand county; Wheeling is its-
northern branch.. Toby’s creek enters the Allegheny 20
miles below Fort Franklin, may be navigated in flat bot-
tomed boats a considerable way up, thence by a short por--
tage to the west branch of the Susquehanna, by which a
valuable.communication is formed between the Ohio coun--
try and the eastern parts of Pennsylvania. French creek
is a N. Western branch of the Allegheny, and enters it
at Fort Franklin, 80 miles IN.E. of Pittsburgh; itis navi-
gable to Le Beeuf, now called Waterford, from wherce:
to Krie there is a. portage of 15 miles, on which a turnpike -
15 now. erected:.
" TheAllegheny affords another communication to lake~
Erie by way of the Conewango creek, at whose head is a:
small {ake called Chatauque, thence to Portland, a new
town laid oft by Mr. John M<Mahon, on the bank of lake -
Erie, there is a good portage of but 9 miles. A small
creek, called Chatauque, enters lake Erie at Portland,
which is about thirty miles below the town of Erie, in the.
state of New. York..
The trade carried on between the lakes and the Ohio,--
. by way of the Allegheny and its branches, is at this time
[1810] very congiderable, and mustina few years become
of great- importance. There are about 4000 or 5000 bar-
rels, and sometimes more, of Onondago salt broughtdown
to Pittsburgh annually, worth per barrel § dollars, making
an average of about 40.000 dollars worth of traffic in this
one article. Exclusive of the article salt, there are anim-
mense number of boards, shingles, and Tumber of differ-
ent kinds, floated down t6 Pittsburgl: and the country be-
low on the Ohio. The quantity of boards and lumber
_that arrive yearly at Pittshurgh from the Allegheny and
French creek, is supposed to be about 5,600,000 feet,*
averaging about 9 dollars per 1000 feet, amounting tfo.
27.000 (rollars; this added to the amount of the salt,
makes the handsome sum to domestic trade of 67,000
dollars.

* Mvr. Lambden. one of our hoard inspectors for the borough, informs
that for the year 1812, about scven million feet of hoards wnd scantling
pessed inspection. The average price of lumber this spring, 1814, is HI5

-per 1000 feet. '
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I the fall and spring of 1809-10, the quantity of
Onondago salt had increased in our market to the amount-
“of between 12 and 14,000 barrels, averaging eight dollars
per barrel, amounting to about 104,000 dollars. ~ So great
‘a quantity, however, may not again be expected from that
quarter, since the owners of the Kenhawa salt works say
they can deliver at this place any quantity at from five to
“six dollars per barrel,a price at which it is thought im-
possible to deliver Onondago salt, owing to the great dis-
~tance it has to come,and the frequent reshipments, stora-
ges, land carriage, &c. .

" In return, the keel boats ascend loaded with whiskey,
iron and castings, cider, apples, bacon, and many: other
articles of home production—and merchandise of foreign
importation.—As long as the water keeps good, that s,
neither too high nor too low, boats are ascénding and de-

* scending continually, making a trip up in 17 days, and
down in'5 days.. ‘ :

It has been suggested 'that 'goods might be brought by
water from New %0;*1{ to Pittsburgh by way of the lakes
and this river, for three cents-a pound, which is-one half
less than is generally given from Philadelphia to Pitts-
‘burgh. By this Northern route, which-would certainly
be a very long and tedious one, there would be a portage
of 15 miles from Albany on the Hudson or Northriver to
Scheneciady on the Mohawk, thence up that river and
through Wood creek into lake Ontario. thence up Niaga-
ra river to the falls, thence 10 miles around Niagara faﬁs,
thence by water up Erie lake to the town of Erie, thence
15 miles portage to Waterford or Le Beeuf, thénce down
“French creek and Allegheny river, making inall'a land
carriage of 40 miles from New York to Pittsburgh, a dis-
tance by this route of not less than 850 ‘miles.

The brig Dean, Galley Ross, and several nther vessels
of burden, were built on the Allegheny, and we hope to
see many more horne down by the ciirrent of this beautiful
stream. ~ A brig of 160 tons burden was put on the stocks
at the mouth of Plumb creek, on the Allegheny river, 12
miles above Pittsburgh, in the fall of 1809. and launched
in the uncommonly high freshet* of November 11, (Sun~

¥ The Allegheny and Monongahela rivers rose at this place at a most
ravid rate from about sunset Satarday evening until Sunday 12 o’clock at
night, when they appeared at a stand, and soon began to_give signs. of
withdrawing their floods from the already injured and alarmed inhabit-
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day) 1810. She was constructed and built biy Nathan
Jones, shipearpenter, aud is owned by, Brintnal Rebbins,
anenterprising farmer. The brig is calculated for a dou-
ble-decker, and will serve either for peace or war. - She
is-of handsome construction, and perhaps has notbeen ex-
ceeded for beauty or durability by any that have left the
western. waters.

The Alleggieny river joins the Monongahela nearly at
right angtes, andyits -current being more rapid, it general-
ly marks its course across the mouth of the latter river,

~and forces the current of the Menongahela on the oppo-

. site shore witli-great impetuesity. Though their streams
are now united, the clear and transparent water of the
one and the muddy appearance of the other, form a sin- .
gular contrast, and this difference is plainly observable
ten or fifteen miles below their junction.

The Allegheny is abhout 406 yards wide at its mouth,
and when Smoky isiand, lying to the N. W.is washed a-
way, it will be nearer eight—It runs through an immense
tract of country, much of it rough and hllly land, the

. greater part of which is yet to be settled.—This river as
well as the Ohio, aré known and called by the name of
Allegheny river by the Seneca, and othertribes of the Six
Nations of Indians, form its head waters until it enters

T the-Mississippl. ‘ o

Among the natural advantages of the waters of the AL
legheny, is Oil creek, which empties into that river about
100: miles from Pittsburgh. This creek issues from a

ants of their hanks. The waters rose about 37 feet above the common
level of the rivers, and both streams seemeid equally streng, for neither
appeaved detained by the other in their sweeping courses. The water
of the Monongahela was within eight feet of the level of Market sireet,
and asecended Wood street gutters to Front street, and measured four feet
on the ground floor of Mr. Graham’s tavern, corner of Woed and Water
streets, and about the same depth in Messrs, T. & J. CromwelPs ware-.
house. The public wharf on the Allegheny river, opposite Fort Fayette,.
was carried off. Penn and Liberty streets were inundated, and the first
floor of James Robinson, Esq’s. house, which stands on a second bank on
- the west side of the Allegheny, is said to have been covered with water.
" A curious circumstance took place at Marietta, - The Ohie had backe
ed up the Muskingum for 12 miles, and occasioried a considerable retro-.
gade current, into which some New Orleans boats got, and'being envelop-
ed in a heavy fog, they discovered their mistake by being-hailed” as as-
gending the Muskingum. :
"This flood appears to have bieen abaut five feet three inchics higher at
Pittsburgh than those of 1807-8, which were at that time considered to-
" have been the highest known for 20-or 30 yeavs. © a
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spring on the top of which floats an oil similar to that call-

" ed Barbadoes tar, and is found in such quantities that a
person may gather several gallons a day. The oilissaid
to be very eiticacious in rheumatic pains, rubbed on the
parts affected.  The troops sent to guard the Western -

osts, halted at-this spring, collected some of the oil and

athed their joints with 1t; this gave them great relief
from the rheumatic complaints, with which they were af-
flicted. They also drank freely of the water, which op-
erated on them as a gentle cathartie. : .

This oil is called Seneca Oil in Pittsburgh, probably
from its first having been discovered and used, by a na-
tion of Indians of that name.. :

It is a wise plan in Nature, to generally place an anti-
dote where she has planted a poison.—No climate perhaps
is more subject to pains of the rhewmatie kind than ours,.
arising from the sudden transitions of heat to cold, and

_ vice versa~—and if it be true that the qualities of this oil
are so effectual in the cure of diseases to which we are:
-more orless subject, from the nature of our climate—it is.
equaliy true that Nature in her wisdom, has not been un--
mindful of her general plan -of providing a good for an.

“evil in this particular iustance. - '

On the Allegheny and French- creek, there are large:
bodies of low lands, covered with fine white pine and’

hemlock.. These are noble trees, measuring from three te.
five feet in dizmeter at the butt; are remmiably tall and:
straight. and aithout limbs. to rear the top. They are
well calculated for masts of ships, and can be floated down,
in high water with ease. to Pittshurgh, thence down the

Ohip and Mississippi; the heavy sediment of the latter

river however, would perhaps tend to sink them and make:
them troublesome to float. These white pine swamps

afford also an immense number of excellent boards, and

shingles, and lumber of different kinds, for Pittsburgh,.
and towits on the Ohio. . Boats go loaded with pine boards-
even to New Otrleans, where they sell for about 3 dollars.
per 100 feet. - ,

Among the numerous advantages of the Allegheny riv--
_er, there is one which may have escaped general observa-.
~tion, and this of immense value. Pittsburgh is badly sit-

uated for water courses giving fall sufficient for millseots, .
and such as afford water all the year. The Allegleny
‘presents a remedy for this deficiency. By taking the wa--
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ter out of the river ten or fifteen miles above the town,
and conducting it in a canal along the side of the hill down
to the point of Grant’s Hill, there may be had a fall of from
12 to 15 feet, and water in abundance at all seasons to
turn as many works and mills as :ould stand together in
the distance of two milesormore. This to be sure would
cost a handsome capital. But no matter, since thereisa
security of that capital being expended in a stock which
would probably yield 15 or 20 per cent, and a stock too
as permanent as the running of the waters of the Alle-
gheny itself. The thing at present’may be thought vi-
sionary, but I shonld not be surprised, were life to Jast, to
see some of the children now shouting about the streets of
iPi’ctsburgh, engaged in this project some 20 or .30 years
rence. "

!
.

THE OHIO.*

Tux junction of the Allegheny and Monongahela riv-
ers form the Ohio, and this discharges itselfinto the Mis-
sissippi, (in N. lat. 36° 48" Hutchins—a37° / 25" and W,
long. 5° 55' 38” according to Mr. Ellicott) about 1152
computed miles from Pittsburgh. 'The Ohio in its pas-
sage to the Mississippi, glides through a pleasant, fruit-
ful, and healthy country, and carries a great uniformity of

* This name is said to sigmfy in some of the Indian languages, Bloody ;
so that the Obio may be translated the River of Blood.
Brackenridge's Gazette Publication.

- Mr. Ellicotin his Journal down the Ohio, having avrived at the month
of that river, observes, “On the top of the stamp of a large tree, to
which the zenith seetor was fixed, a plate of lead was Iaid, containing the
Tatitude and longitude of that place.. The stump was then covered by a
mond of earth of eonsiderable magnitude ; but which will probably “be
denolished in a few years by the annual inundations.”  Mr. Ellicot and
his party were detained at the mouth of the Ohio, in consequence of the
inclemeney of the season, from the 18th Dee. 1796, to the 31st of Jan.
. following, daring which peviod, he ascertained from acenrate observations,
the latitude and longitade of the junetion of the Ohio and Mississippi riv-
ers, ag ahnve stated. 1t may be proper to inform the reader that Mr.
And Ellieot was appointed commissioner on the part of the U. S. for de-’
termining the boundary between them and the possessions of his Catholie
majesty, from the year 1796 till 1800.
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breadth, from 400 to 600 yards, except at its confluence
with the Mississippi and for 100 miles above it, where i§
is 1000 yards wide; about 100 miles above the falls, which
are 705 miles below Pittsburgh, it is 700 yards wide.
The Ohic has been described, as % beyond all competi-
tion, the most beautiful river in the universe, whether we.
consider it for its meandering course through an immense -
region of forests, for its clean and elegant banks, which
afford innumerable delightful situations for cities, villa-
ges, and improved farms: or for those many other advan-
tages, which truly entitle it to the name originally given
it by the French, of « Lu Belle Riviere,” that is, « the
Beautiful river.””> This description was penned several
years since, and it has not generally been thought an ex-

- aggerated one. Now the immense forests recede, culti-

vation smiles along its banks, towns every here and there
decorate its shores, and it is not extravagant to suppose,
that the day is not very far distant when its whole mar-
gin will formn one continued village.
The reasons for this suppositien are numerous—the

rincipal ones-are, the immense tracts of fine country that
ﬁave communication with the Ohio by means of the great
number of navigable waters-that empty into it; the extra-
ordinary fertility, extent, and beauty of the river bot-
toms, generally high, dry, and with few or no exceptions,
remarkably healthy, and the superior excellence of its
navigation, through means of which, the various produc-
tions of the most extensive and fertile parts of the Unit-
ed States must eventually be sent to market. ° '

For 30 miles below Pittsburgh it takes a N. W. course,
then turns gradually to the W. S. W. and pursuing that
course for about 500 miles, turns to the S: W. for nearl
170 miles, then it turns westward 280 miles, thence S. V\'y
180 miles, and empties itself into the Mississippi, in a
flat and swampy country, where there are no hills to vari-
egate the scene, nor mountains to overtop the union of
these two noble streams.

The numerous islands that are interspersed in this river,

"in many instances, add much to the grandeur of its ap-

pearance, but they embarrass the navigation considerably,
particularly in low water, as they occasion a great many
shoals and sandbars. = The soil of the islands for the most
part is rich, timber luxuriant, and the extent of many of
them considerable, - Fruit is raised to great perfection on
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ther, and seldom fail of a crop, as is generally the case
in all the river boltoms, SRR :

In low water the navigation of the Ohio is difficult to
the old Mingoe-town,* about 75 miles below Pittsburgh ;
from thence to the Mississippi it is good for keel boats or
barges carrying from 100 to 200 tons burden; up from
thence it may be navigated with smailer crafts. In timeg
of high water, veszels of 400 tons burden can descend’
with ease, except the difficulty arising from managing so
unwieidy a bulk at the poiuts of islands and short turng
in the channel of the river. ' Veseels of this tonnage have
descended from Pittsburgh to Orleans in safety, but the
chance of good waterrendersthe undertaking a little haz-
ardous. 'The Falls, however, are much the greatest im-

* pediment, for unless vessels happen to Lit the time of the
till highest stage of water, they are either detained, perhaps
the next season, or, if they attempt a passage over them,
a wreck in part or in whole may be the consequence, in-
either case, putting in jeopardy property to an amount
that few individuals can bedr the loss of. A lock-canal
round the Falls wonld vemove this difficulty, and be of an
immense advantage to the Ohio trade, and to the people on
or near the river {rom the Falls up to the head of the Al-
leghany and Monongahela rivers.—There has been soms
talk of attempting the commencement of this lock-canal.
What jarring and clashing interests prevent the under-
taking, are not easily to be found out. - [t can scarcely be
supposed to be a want of a public spivit in the Kentuckians -
or their legislature.

There are many smaller impediments, however in the
river from Pittsburgh to tne Mingo-town, which may beas -
leng getting removed as even the Falls themselves : these
consist of rocks that might be blown to pieces, and ripples.
that might be easily cleared out in such a way as to make
the channel good through them. This is certainly an im-
portant national concern, but the people must begin to act
first, before thefr representatives will bring the axmg for-
ward in the house of general assembly. It must be done
by grants of monies from the state, aided by subscriptions

* This was the only Indian village in 1766 on the banks of the
Ohio from- that place to Fort Pitt; it contained at that time 69
families. | : Hutchins. * -

C .
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from the people ; both must be liberal and vigilant, or the
object will never be accomplished.

The consideration for opening. the navigation of the O-
hiio, has become a matter of greater importance and neces-
sity for the interest of Pennsylvania now than ever beiore.
"The United States’ road .ftowm Cumberland on the Poto-
mack, to Wheeling on the-Ohio, when completed, will nat-
wrally draw a great deal of the trade of the northern states
to the states of OhioyKentucky, Tennessee, aud to Louis-.
ana, through that channel, thereby abridgivg very much the
trade from those.states through Pennsylvania. “There-
fore if Pennsylvania looks closely to Ler own interests,
she will ind that the completing the turnpike road from
Harrisburgh to Pittsburgh, and opening the navigation of
the Olilo, are the two principal objects which will tend to
secure to her, her usaal comnercial, foreign and domes-

tick, advautages. Exclusive of the probability of the Uni-,
ted States’ road drawing the trade to the south of Penn-
sylvania, New York state, on the north, is pushing herin-
land navigation, and opening easy communications from
one end of the state to the other, by way of turnpikes, ca-
- nals, &e. to an extent unparalleled in any other state in
. the Union. The spirit of the people in the back part of the
state of New York is peculiarly turned to this point, and
no exertions seem to ke lacking in the industcy of the ore
class; or money wanting from the other. Th. purses of
tie one and the labour of the other seem o be happily uni-
ted for the good of the whole. When this is the case,a
state must Hourish in her internal improvements, and of
course advance to wealth and indepeunder ce. ‘

The Olio river bas on its left in descending, Pennsyl-

vania as faras the mouth of Mill creek; Virgniia to the,
mouth of Big Sandy river; and the state of Kentucky a-
bout 60 miles below the mouth of the Ohio. On the right,
Pennsylvania to the line crossing just belew the mouth of
Little Beaver ; thestate of Ohio from thence to the mouth
of the Great Miami; and below this the Indiana to the
miuth of the ¥Wabash ; thence to the Mississippi, the Ili-
nois: territory.” .

It receives in its course. many large and navigable
streams, the principal of which are; on the right, Big and
Little Beaver, Muskingum, Scista, Little and fireat Mi-
ami, andthe Wabash. On the left, Little and Great Kens
hawa, Sandy, Licking, Kentucky, Green, Cumberland,and
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"Tennessee vivers :—These will be more particularly men-
tioned as we go on with directions for navigating the Olio,
.Ttie fish of the Ohio are numerous and of various kinds :
the black and yellow cat, weighing from 8 to 100 pounds;
the bufialo, from 5 to 30 pounds; the pike from 410157 "
pounds ; the sturgeon from 4 to 40'; the perch from 3 to
12 pounds; the sucker from 1 t» 6 pounds; a few her-
rings sometimes, and in‘the spring of 1803, several sliad -
were caught and sold in thé Pittsburgh market, weighing
about two pounds ;' eels'and soft shelled turtles are some-
times caught.—These ascend the Alleghery and Monon-
cahelativers, and their principal branches, and ere caught
in seines, baskets; pots, and with trot-lines, hovks and
lincs, &ec. 'The different species of the wild duck are
numerous, and a few geese, brant, &ec. are seen on tie
river, and the swan has sometimes been seen stemnming
the current. “ Turkies, pheasants and parfridges, are ni-
merous on its banks 3 these, with ihe opportuuity of some-
times shooting bears and deer swimming across the river,
afford mucly p?easux-e‘to the mavigator, and fuorm sumptu-
ous meals to the boat’s crew. Buats to take advantage of
this profitable amusement, are generally well provided
with ammunition and fire-arms. '

The principal articles constituting loading for the boats
trading on the Ohi6-and Mississippi, are: flour, whiskey,
apples, cidér, peach and apple braudy, Lar iron and cast-
ings, tinand copper wares, glass and cabinet work, wind-
sor chairs, mill stones, grind stones, nails, &c. &e. And
the principal articles brought up the Uhio in kecl boats,
ave, cotton, lead, furs and peltry, and Lemp and tobacco
from Kentucky. Thistraffick is carried on briskly at this
time, and no doubt a few years will greatly ifercase it,
and much to the advantage of the adveuturers. N

Exclusive of the trading boats; there are many loaded
altogether with merchandise of foreign in:portation, des-
tineld to Kentucky, Tennessce, Ohio, Indiana and the
territories.  Many others are family boats, sgeking pla-
ces of settlement in tliese new countries, where their
posterity may rest in safety, having plenty of all the ne-
cessaries, and many of the Iuxnries of life, wheve their.-—~
children’s children may enjoy the rich and prelifiek—pro-
ductions of the land, without an over degree of toil or

i
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labour, where the climate is miid and the air salubrigus,*
where each man is a prince in his own kingdom, and may
without molestation, enjoy the frugal fare of his humble
cot; where the clashingand terrifick sounds of war are
not heard; where tyrants that desolate tie carth dwell
pot; where man, simple man, is left to the guidance of
his own will, subject only to laws of his own making,
fraught with mildness, operating equaily just on ail, and-
Ry ali protected and willingly obeyed.

“"i'he hills on both sides of the Ghilo, as low as Grave
creek, below Wheeling, are filled with excellent coal.t
Relow this cozl grows scarce, and what is found,is not of
s0 good a quality. Ceal hes Leen boated down from Grave
ereck to Marietta, Limestone, falis of the Obic, &c. where
it sells for 12 cents per bushel. Even at this price, it is
not o very advantageous article of trade. It is also boat-
ed to Natchez from mines above the falis, and sells in thiét
market to the blacksmiths at from 23 to 87} cents per
bushel, and is preferred at that advanced price to the char-
soal of tiat coantry. A mine ol wineral ceal has been
vhserved lately at the Yellow Banks on - the Chio. 'Lhe
hills of the Allegheny and Monongahela rivers are also
{iled with good coal mines up to their head waters ; and in
some places valuable iron ores are found in them.

‘Vl:e lands of the Ohio and its branches, are differently
wisbered according to their guality and situation. The
£igh and dry lands are covered with red, white and black

* The following observations on the scil and climate are tzken
from the Journal of 2 col. Gordon, who passed down the Ohio as
carly as 1769.— The country on the Ohlo, &e. is every vwhere
plezsant, with large level spots of rich land, remarkably healthy.
One general remark of this nature may serve for the whole tract
of the globe; comprehended between the western skirts of the
Allegheny mountains, beginning at Fort Ligonter, thence bear-
ing sowhwesterly to the distance of 500 miles epposite-to the
Ohio fulls, then crossing them northerly to the heads of the piv- "
ers that empty themselves into the Ohio: then east zlong the
ridge that separates the lakes and Chiostreams to French-creek,
which is opposite the above mentioned Fort Ligonier, northerly.
“This country may, from a proper knowledge, be «ffirmed to be
ihe most healthy, the most pleasan!, the most commodious, and
miost fertile spot of earth, known to Eu. opean people.” :

’ Hutchins.
-1 A coal mine was opened in the year 1760, opposite to Fort
Ritt or the Monopgulely, for the use of that garriscn. Ibid. <

e,
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sk, hickory, walnut, red and white muibery, ash, poplar,
dogwood, some yeilow pine, cucumber tree, sassafras,
chesnut, and patches of grapevines ave woetimes to be
found on tie south side oftie hills. The low and bottom
lands produce butter-nut, tulip tree, papaw, hiack willow,
locust, houney-locust, buck-eye, cierry, wulbery, beachy
elm, aspen, maple, or sugar tree, plum tree, hickory, wal-
nut, grape vine, remnarkaily large, spice wood, black alder,
&c. ~And below or southward?y of the Falls, are several
cedar and cypress swamps, where the cedar and cypress
trees grow remarkably large, and where also are a great
abundance of canes, such as grow in South Carolina, and
on the Miasissippi. :

- The Sycamore seems tobe the king of the forest on the
banks of the Ohio. - Their: monstrous growth, towering
height, and extended branches really fill the heholder with
awe and astonishment. Between Wheeling and Marietta
I measured several from L0 to 16 feet over, four feet above
ground, and this scems tobe but their common size.
A gentleman of Marietta told me he knew of one 60 feet
in circumlerence, and thatin the hollow of ancther he had~
turned himself around with a ten foot pole in his hands,
sweeping it at right angles with himself.. .And there is
one of these huge trees in Sciota county, Ohio, on the
land of a Mr. Abraham Miller, into whose hollow thirteen
men rode on horse back, June 6, 1808, the fourteenth did
not enter, his horse being skittish aud -too fearful to ad-
vance into so curious an apartment, but there was room
enough for two more.

In the fall of the leaf,and when the-years growth of
bark begins to peel off these trees, the rays.of the bright
moon playing through their white branches, form a scene
uncommonly brilliant, and quite cheering and-amusing to
the nightly traveller. ’ .

"The growth of the grape vines on the banks of the Ohio
astonishes the beholﬁer not less than that of the syca- .
mores. It is not uncommon to find them measure from
seven to eleven inches over, and so.numerous, that in ma~ -
ny places for 250 yards in circuit they form a complete
canopy or covering of a great body and thickness, in which .
‘the tops of the trees are left in the entwining branches
of the umbrageous vine leaves. The number and manner
of their hanging 60-or 80 feet from the tops of the tallest
tees without touching the trxénk, rather puzzles the specs

9 A
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tator how they could thus fix themselves. A sailor might
say they were first planted in the tops of the trees, as he
first fastens his ropes to the mast head, and then grew
downwards and fastened into the ground attheir leisure;
they have this appearance but the principle does not an-
swer tne order of nature. ) :

‘There is now on foot a new mode of navigating our-
western waters, particularly the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers.” This is with boats propelled by the power of steam.
"This pian has been carried into successful operation on
the Hudson river at New York, and on the Delaware be~
tween New Castle and Burlington.—It has been stated:
that the one on the Hudson goes at the rate of four miles
an hour against wind and tide on lher rout between New
York and Albany, and frequently with 560 passengers on
board. . From these successful experiments there can be
but little doubt of the plan succeeding on our western wa-
iers, and proving of immense advantage to the commerce
«f our country. A Mr. Kosewalt, a gentleman of enter-
prize, and who is acting it is said in conjunction with
Afessrs. Fulton and Livingston of New York, has a boat
of this kind now (1810) on the stocks at Pittsburgh, of 138
feet keel, calculated for 300 or 400 tons burthen* And

* This steara Doat called the New Orleans, was launched in Mareh and
azseended the Ohio and Mississippi, aud landed at Nutchez in December
1311, where she tock in loading and passengers for the first time, and pass~
od on o New Ovieans, in which route she h :s been suceessfully employed
ever siuee. . Her accommodations are good, and ber pessengers generally
saerons; scklom less from Natchez thun from 10 to 20, at 18 dollars per
hewd, snd when she starts from New Orleans, generally from 30 to 50,
«nd someiimes as many as 80 passengers, at 25 dollars eneh to Natchez.
secarding to the chservations of captain Morris of New Ovleans, who at-
tended ber &5 pilot several trips, the boat’s veeeipts for freight upwards,
has avercged the last year 700 doilars. passage money & 900----downwardy
B 800 freight, § 500 for passengers——That she performs 13 tiips inthe -
year, which at 2,300 per trip, amounts to 31,200. Her expenses are 12
hands at 3¢ doliars per xsonth, B 4,520, eaptain one thousand dollars ;
70 cords of woud each tip, at § 1-75, which amounts to $ 1,586, in all
$ 6605 1t is presumed that the boat’s extra trips for pleasurc or other-
wise, out of her usual route, has paid for all the expenses of repairs,
and with the profits of the bar-roon, for the baat’s provisions.—In which
euse, there will remiain a nett gain of § 24,204 for the fiest year. The
owners estimiate the boat’s value at § 30,000, which gives an interest of
- B 2,400, andt by giving B 1.891 more for furniture, &c. we have the clear

i of 29000 doliars for the first year’s labour of the Steam Boat % New
©rirans.” A revemie supeiior to any other estabiishment in the United
“Btates, and whatis equelly goatifying, srising out of a eapital whase appli--
zation is of singalar berefit to the whole community, and particularly so
‘as'ft 1espoets the navigation of the western waters, whose resources &
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there is one building at Frankfort, Kentucky, by citizens
who no doubt will push the enterprise. 1t will be a novel
sight, and as pleasing as novel to see a huge boat working
her way up the windings of the Ohio, without the appear-
ance of sail, oar, pole, or any manual labour about her—
moving within the secrets of her own wonderful mechan-
ism, and propelled by power undiscoverable '—This plan,
if it succeeds, mist opento view flattering prospects toan
immense country, an. interior of not less than two thou-
sand miles of as fine-a soil and climate, as the world can
produce, and to a people worthy of all the advantages that
nature-and art can give them, a people thé more meritori--
ous, because they know how to sustain peace and live in-

wealth is unknown, and whose enterprizing inhabitants, we doubt not,
will soon see the advantage of steam power over that of the oars and
poles, and ere long have steam boats of all sizes and fashions, running up
and down our numerous rivers, with as mueh’ ease and facility as does
the common ecance under the direction of its skilful, original masters,
the Indians. '

The steam boat goes up in about seven or eight days, and descends in
two or three, stopping several tines for freight, passengers, &e. She
stays at the exteeme of her journey, Natehez and New Orleans, about
four or five days, to discharge and take in loading. = By pushing her, it is
thought she is eapable and ought to make a rip in every three weeks
throughout the year, in which case her nett gain would be considerably
ruore than stated, three weeks to each trip giving seventeen trips, four
more than she performed the fiest year. : et

I have descended twice in the steam boat from Natchez to New Orleans,
the first time she ran it in thirty-two hours, that is, throwing off” the time
she stopped for wood, freight, &e. the second tirme in thirty-one.hours,
maaking about nine miles an hour. - She passes floating wood on the riv--
ex, u§ vou pass ohjeets on land when on a smart trotting horse.

Wihen we consider that England has had in use the steam power for
upwards of one hundred years, and that it was left to Amesicans to apply
itsforee to the propelling of boats aguinst wind, tide, and the most pow-
crful currents in our vivers, we eannot but rejoiee, and for a moment, be-
lieve Ameriea posscsses that happy kind of superior genius, willing to- -
embrace all the better parts of the old, and cgpacitated to invent new
principles, and, by combining the esperience of former ages, with the in-
ventive genius of the present day, it is not wonderful that something ex-’
traordinary is produced, especially when genius from the eradle, has, -
perhaps, above any other country in the world, an uncurbed reign, an
open expanse to work in—rwhere the inind is as fiee as the aiv of heaven
—where oppression is unknown—and where the tyranny of the parent,
and of the government, would be equally disposed, and equally guarded
against—wlicre in fact we are one people, equally free from the taunts
of the one, or depraved duplicity of the other—where each man feels a
pride in being the first to assist the oppressed, to reward merit, encour-
age genius, frce of prejudice, or partiality, for name or nation—the whole
wiited with @ love of country, a glow of patriotism, that makes man
brother to man in all countries and in all situations,
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dependent, among the crushing of empjrgs, the falling of
kings, the slaughter and bloodﬁmd of millions, and the'tu- :
mult, corruption and tyranny of all the world beside.
The immensity of country we have yet to settle, the vast
riches of the bowels of the earth, the unexampled advan-
tages of our water courses, which wind without inter-
ruption for thousands of miles, the numerous sources of
trade and wealth opening to the enterprising and indus-
trious citizens, are reflections that must rouse the most
dull and stupid. Tndeed the very appearance of the pla-
cid and unbroken surface of the Ohio invite to trade and
enterprise, and from the canoe, which the adventurer
manages with a single pole or paddie, he advancestoa
small square ark boat, which he loads at the head waters
with various wares, liquors, fruits, dry goods and small
groceries, and starts his bark for the river traffic, stopping
at every town and village to accommodate the inhabitants
with the best of his cargo.—This voyage performed, which

enerally occupies three months, and the ark sold for half
its first cost, the trader returns doubly invigorated, and
enabled to enlarge his vessel and cargo, he sets outagain;
this is repeated, until perhaps getting tired of this mode
of merchandising, he sets himself down in some town or
village as a wholesale merchant, druggist or apothecary,
practising physician, or lawyer, or something else, that
renders him respectable in the eyes of his neighbors, where
he lives amidst wealth and comforts the remainder of his
days—nor is it by any known that his fortune was founded
in the. paddling of a canoe, or trafficking in apples, cider-
royal, peach brandy, whiskey, &c. &c. &c.. From the ca-
noe, we now see ships of two or ithree hundred tons bur-
den, masted and rigged, descending the same Ohio, laden
with the products of the country, bound to New Orleans,
thence to any part of the world.—Thus, the wise and pro-
gress of the trade and trader on the western waters; thus,
the progress of our country from infancy to manhood; and
thus, the flattering prospects of its future greatness through
the channels of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers.
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InsTRUGTIONS AND PRECAUTIONS, NECESSARY TO BE
ATTENDED TO BY STRANGERS AND OTHERS ABOUT
DESCENDING THE CHIO RIVER.

THE first- thing to be attended to by emigrants er
traders wanting to descend the river, is to procure a boat,
to be ready so as to take advantage of the times of flood,
and to be careful that the boat be a good one : For many’
of the accidents that happen in navigating the Ohio, are
owing to the unpardpnable carelessness or penuriousness;
of the boat builders, who will frequently stight their work,
or make their boats of injured plank ;* m either case put-
tiag the'lives and properties of a great many people-at
manifest hazard. "This egregious piece of misconduct,
should long before this time have been rectified, by the
appointmeat of boat inspectors at the different places,
where boats are built. Lut as this has never been done,
it beheves every purchaser of a Kentucky boat, which is
Lie sort here alluded to, to get it narrowly examined be-
fore the embarkation, by persons who are well acquainted
with the strength and form of a boat suitable for a voyage.
of this kind,

The principal places where families and merchants stop
to prepare for embarkation,are Brownsville,(or Redstone)
Pittsburgh, and Wheeling. There are people in cach of
those places that make it their business to accommodate
strangers descending the river with every article they may
want either in provisions, farming utensils, boats, or other
crafts, &c. at a cheap and reasonable price. ‘There are
large boat-yards at each of these places, and their boats
are generally well made and strong, the price of which

* YWe werein hopes that these observations were no longer necessary,
- but a reeent circnmstanee proves their trath and applicability ;- Some
Umetin the last of Qetober or beginning of November, 1807, a Mr,
Winchester’s hoat struck 2 voek a few niiles below Pittshurgh, and one
of the bettom planks heing stove in, the boat sunk immediately ; and the
toading, consisting of dry goods, was materially injured, to the amount of
several thousand dollwze.  I'he proprietor, not bemg with the boit at.the:
iime, immedintely, on Lis heaving of the aceident, coneeived that it must
have avisen fromn the earelessness of the person to whom be had entrusted
the care of the boat and emvgo; and’ in consequenee, brought suit agniust
the man for damages.  The man, however, to prove hisinnocener, pro-
duced before the justice of the peace, (Doctor Richardson of Pittsburgh,
since deceased, Y the broken plauk, which proved tobe rotten in the part
whevre it was broken : and the justice diseharged hira as not heleg culpas
ble for damages in this case.

1
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“varies according to their make, length and strength 5 one
convenient for a family, between 30 and 40 feetin length,
costsfrom 1 dollar to 1 dollar and 25 cents per foot, mak-
ing perhaps 55 dollars fora comfortable family boat, well
boarded up on the sides, and roofed to within seven or
eight feet of the bow exclusive of this expense, is the

rice of a cable, pump, and fire place, perbaps ten dol-
ars more. Boats may also be had sometimes at New
Geneva, Williamsport, Eiizabethtown, and M’ Keesport,
on the Monongahela ; and at some places on the Yougl-
iogheny river; also at the mouth of Big Beaver, and:
Charlestown, on the Ohio, and perhaps a few other
laces. 'The Allegheny is now beginning to furnish
oats, which descend that river in high water loaded with
salt, boards, and lumber, and sell at Pittsburgh generally
at a reduced price.

The number of embarkations, and their conveniences,
which take place at Brownsville, Pittsburgh, and Wheel-
ing, depend much on the difierent stages of ‘the water in
{he difterent seasons : The first place is about 10 miles
the nedrest to the western waters from the eastward;
and when the waters will suit, it saves length of road to
take water there :—but the waters must be pretty well .
up to make embarkation safe at Brownsville; therefore,
stopping there when the waters are really low, is attend-
ed with much loss of time, and of ' course cxpense.~
Boats can go from Pittsburgh at a much lower stage of
the water than they can from Brownsville ; yet there are -
periods, and these generally happen from about the mid-
dle of July until the beginning of October, when embar-
kation at either place would be attended with considera-
ble detention. Wheeling, therefore, is the safest point
to strike at in very low stages of the water, and from
thence boats may go at all seasons of the year. It is
about 58 miles by land from Brownsville, Pittshurgh is
preferred as a place of embarkation to Wheeling, when
boats can decend from it, for two rveasons: first, it is
about 45 miles mnearer Philadelphia or Baltimore ; and
secondly, merchants and itravellers say they are better
accommodated here with storage for their goods, and all
other conveniences they may stand in need of, than they
could be at Wheeling: therefore, they seldom go there,
except in cases of very low water, embarking ecither at
Brownsville or Pittsburgh. But families wishing ¢
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“to cross the Ghio, with thejv wagons, generally cross at
Wheeling, Charlestown, Georgetown, and Big Beaver,
according to the direction of4he country they are about .
to remove to. - Those destined to the country N. W, «
the Allegheny river, and on lake Erie, and bordering the
boundary between Pennsylvania and Chio, generally
cross the Allegheny at Pittsburgh. '

‘The best seasons for navigating the Ohio, are in spring
and autumn. The. spring season commences at the
breaking up of the ice, which generally happens about
the middle of Fehruary, and continiues good for about three
months and sometimes four. The fall season generally
commences in October, and coatinues good until the first
of Ddecember, and sometimes all through that month;
when the ice begins to form and the river close. Butthe
seagons of Ligh water can scarcely be called periodical,
as they vary considerably, according to the wetness or
dryness of the season, or earliness or lateness of the set-
ting in, or breaking up of the winter. '

But freshes in the river are not entirely confined  to.
the spring and fall ; heavy rains frequently happen, du-
ring the s1mmer months, in the mountains and at the
sources of the Allegheny and the Monongahela rivers,
which give a sufficiency of water to render the naviga-
tion of the Ohio perfectly elegible. Those freshes how=
everare not to be depended on, and when they occur,
rurt be taken immediate advantage of, as the waters sub-
side capidly. :

When provided with a good boat, and strong cable of
at least 40 feet long, there is little danger in descending
the Ohio in high freshes, when proper care is taken, un-
less at such times as when the river is full of floating ice.
In this case it is safest to permit your boat to have pretty
much her own way, as rowing may tend to threw you
out, of the current or on the points of islands, before you
are awave of it; in which case nothing but presence of
mind and great exertions will save you, Therefore, pre-
vent yourself being cauglit on the river among floating ice
if possible, unless indeed, when it is very thin and thaw-
ing very fast; and even in this case, it would be hetter
to detam until the river is clear of ice.

As frequent landing is attended with considerable
loss of time and, some hazard, you should costrive to
Jand as seldem as pessible ;- you need not even lie by at
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‘night, provided you trust to the current, and keep a good
look out: If you have moon light so much the better.
When you come to, the strength of your cable is agreat
“safeguard. A quantity of fuel, and other necessaries
should be la;d in at once, and every boat. ought to have a
canoe or skiff along side, to send on shore, when necessa-
ry, or as a relief in case of accident. o
Although the labour of navigating the Ohio in tumes of
high water is very inconsiderable to what it is when it is
low, when continual rowing is necessary, itis alwaysbest
to keep a good look out, and be strong hanided. The
wind will sometimes drive you near the poiut of islands,
or on projecting parts of the main sl_lore, or in a pend
where there is but little current, in either case consider-
able exertions are necessary to get you under way again,
and keep youclear of danger either on the oneside or the
other. You will frequently meet with head winds, the
river being so very crooked as that whichis in your fa-
vour one fiour, may be directly against you the next; and
when contrery winds contend with a strong current, it is
attended with considerable inconvenience, and requires
careful and circumspect management, or you.may be
driven on shore in spite of all your efforts. Ore favoura-
ble circumstance is, that the wind commonly abatcs about
sun-set, patticalaily in summer.
" Boats have frequently passed from Pittsburgh to the
mouth of the Ohio, in 15"days in high water; butin gene-
ral, 10 days to the falls is reckoned a quick passage; but
sometimes a boat will be 2 weeks in going to Limestone,
and in a'very low state of water, 20 days. ’
~ One other precaution perhaps 1s necessary in case you
are on the riverin time of ice, which above all other sea-
sons is certainly the most perilous :—If at any time you
are obliged to bring to, on account of the ice, great cir-
cumspection should be used in the choice of a place to lie
in. There are many places where the shore projecting
to a point, throws oft the cakes of ice towards the middle
of the river, and forms a kind of harbour below. By
bringing to, in such a situation, and. fixing your canoe
abave the boat, with one end strongly tied to the. shore,
and the other out in the stream, sloping downwards, so
as to drive off the cakes of ice, which would otherwise
accumulate, and tend to sink or drive your boat from:
her moorings, you may lie with a tolerable degree of
safety. , o .

'
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* Fhis is a much better way than that of felling a tree
above the boat so as to fall partly in the river; for if the
tree does not strongly adhere to the stump, ten to one but
the masses of ice carry it down against your boat, and®
put you in imminent danger, mucﬁ worse than if the pre-
saution had not.been taken.

The reflection here naturally oceurs, how easy it
would be, and how trifling the expense, in dif.erent pla-
¢es on the river where boats are accustomed to land, to
project a sort of pier into the river, inclining downwards,
which would at all times ensure a safe mooring below,
The expenses of such erections would ‘soon be repaid by
the place becoring famous for a safe and convenient
stopping place for boats. P

The best mode perhaps in descending the Ohio, in time
of low water,is in keel bodts. '« These seem to be niore
at immediate command il navigating the river; and as
they are always strongly manned, they go with greater
expidition. They draw little water and require but
a narrow channel. Merchants are beginning to ‘prefer
this method for safety and expedition; and instead of
purchasing boats and taking charge of them themselves,
they get their goods freighted down from Pittsburgh in
Keel boats by the persons who make them, and who make
it their business to be prepared, with good boats and ex-
perieaced hands, for such engagements. S

This method is the safest. if not the cheapest, for this
special reason : the cargo is consigned to the care of an
exnerienced and careful man, who perhaps descends and
ascends the river twice or thrice in the course of one sea-
. son, and of course must be well acquainted with all the
difficulties in navigating it.—On the contrary, when mer- -
chants are young, and inexperienced, they do not, often
enough as the Ncotch phrase goes, % Look before they
toup.” 'They, being flushed with the idea of a fortune
before them, hastily buy a boat, load, jump into themselves,
fly to the steering oar, and halloo to ‘the bands to pull
out. Now swimming in good water, and unapprehen-
sive of the bad, they think themselves safe, until alarmed
by the rumbling of the boat on a riyple, or shoving her-
. self into the mud on a sandbar.—And until now they be-
lieved themselves from having gone down the river ence
or tivice, to have been aster navigaters, and capable of
conducting a ship of 400 tonls) with equal ease and safety
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as a common Indian canoe.—Such are the mistaken cal-
culations of the extent of our own knowledge and abili-
ties.—And in common life, it does not unfrequently hap-
pen, that we run our ship aground, when we think she has
most water to ridein.

As the trimming your boat, that is, loading her in such
a manner as to draw an equal depth of water all around,’
is of considerable consequence to her safety, you ought to
be careful to have it done before departure with a cir-
cumspecteye. For though the construction of our boats
does not render them liable to overset, yet when loaded
irregularly, and one corner sunken more than another, a
'stroie ona rock, or a log on the diagonal corner, sub-
jects her to fill in that quarter much sooner than if pro-
perly trimmed.

There is another precaution which ought not to be ne-
glected ; that is, to see that your boat is kept afloat while
loading and when you bring to over night ; for if the ca-
ble corner should rest on the shore,and during the night,
the river should fall much, ten to one but before morning
your boat will be filled with water. From a neglect of
this kind I have seen a valuable cargo of dry goods sunk
and much injured, before the boat was completely loaded.

The caulking of a boat ought tobe well attended to be-
fore embarkation ; for if she has been long built, her tim-
bers and plank may have shrunk, and the caulking got
loose. Boats are seldom caulked above the gunnel joint.
T'think this a great error and an unsafe finishing. The next
joint at least ought to be well caulked all around. And
for fear of accicfent, it would be well that every boat was
furnished with a few pounds of oakum, together with a
mallet and caulking iron. These precautionary provi-
sions might sometimes be the means of saving in part, if
not in whole, a loading worth many thousand dollars.—
For the greater part of the accidents that happen on the
Ohie, arise from a want of a proper knowledge of the
means that ought to be taken to prevent them.—Some, in-
deed, possessing the knowledge, unpardonably neglect
their duty, until sad experience puts them in mind of it}
by a loss which perhaps they are little able te bear.
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‘HAVING given some general and preparatory in-
structions, which we presume will be found useful if at-
tended to, and a cursory view of the rivers, we now com-
mence the more particular directions how to navigate
them. The distances from place to place, except those’
marked (M. D.) not having been ascertained from ac-

“tual survey, may not in all cases be found absolutely cor-
rect, yet it 1s hoped they will not be found so materially
erronevus, as to militate against the utility of the work..

THE MONONGAHELA. -

ITS CHANNELS, SHOALS, RIPPLES, SANDBARS,
‘ TOWNS, &e. ‘ o
) JMil) Tat.
. CLARKSBURGH, ‘
‘Btands on the E. side of the river, 40 miles S. . of Morgantown,
is the chief town of Harrison county, Virginia, and contains a-
bout 50 houses, a courthouse and jail. From this to Morgan-
‘town the navigation of the river is very ditficalt in low water,
and can be gone only in small crafts. . :
: MORGANTOWN, 40 40 -
Is situated o the E. side of the river, the eapital of Monongalia '
county, Virginia, contains about 60 dwellings, & eourihouse, and .

stone jail.~ Tt-is 303 miles from Philadelphia, and about 63 by} -~

lan ahove Pittshargh. e
Boundary between Penn, and Vir. 4 44
Cheat river enters on the east side, 4 48

Four miles helow the boundary between Peunsylvania and Vie- .

ginia. At the mouth of this river is a long and ngly shoal, and

the channe! somewhat difficult.  Heve a person can be got to pi-

Jot you past the danger.

This viver rises in Randolph co. Vivginia, on the N. W. side
of the Allegheny mountains, is about 200 yards wide at its mouth,
and has some valuable mills and iron works.on it. Dunkard’s
settleraent is 50 miles up it, to which it is navigable for small
crafts. - Thereis a portage of 87 miles from Cheat to the Poto-
mack at the mouth of Savage river.

Dunkard’s creek, west or left side, 2 50
Here is a shonl but not very difficult. 3 .
George’s creek, east or right hand side, 10 60

Just below the mouth of this creek lies :

NEW GENEVA, - :
A small village, which had in its vicinity & valuable factory of
glass, evected hy Albert Gallatin, esq. . It is now removed to the
Greensburgh side, and earried on by Messts. Nicholson & Co.—
"This town is in Fayette co. 14 miles 3. W. of Uniontown, and a
Tittle below it on the opposite side of the river, stands

.
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GREENSBURGH,

A small village in Green county, Pa..

. Big Whitley creek, leit hand side,

. Little Whitley, same side,

‘Channel near the middle of the viver. . .
Brown’s run, E. side, ch. middle of the river,
Middle run, E. side, ch. near the W, shore,
Cat’s run, channel middle of the river,

Muddy creek, west side,

Here are two old fish dams, the cliannel of the first is near the

middle, and of the other near the east side. :

Ten Bdile creek, west side,

Channel, a chute'in the middle of the viver.. On this creck, are

iron works, grist'and saw mills, and it runs throngh a well scet-

tled country of rich furmers, principally from New Jersey.
FREDERICKTOWN. ’ -

This is a small village; stands on the west side of the viver,
Washington co. Pa. contains two mereantile gtoves, and a public
Yibrary, mstituted principally by Quakers.—Within a few miles
is & kge brewery and distillery, aud tanyard.

« Abont a niile helow Fredericktawn is a curicus eave ealled
the Paniter’s Den-—It enters the hill about haif way from its
base, by a small fiacture or rent in the rockl ~ After going & few
vards through a narrow and deseending passage, you enter.a wide
but low room, in which you ecan walk nearly upright—To the
yoof of this room we found bats hanging in a stupid kind of sleep.
The nexi room we got into by clamberinig up another fracture in
the rock—this room we had to roll ourselves through, and en-

tered a thivd, by a narrow and descending passage, oceasionad -

by ancther rent in the rock.  Thisroom wis extensive, and high
cnough to walk upright in, and was nieely divided by a partition
of petrifactions., formed by the drippinge of the water through the
voof.  The formation of these petrifactions, had a singular ap-
.. pearance, something sirailar in shape to two hay_stacks, with
*_their conick. teps- put-one on top of the other.~—We had gore
érouching, pushing and rolling ourselves through this fractiuved
hill about 40 yards—feeling tired we returncd with eandles and
cord to the mouth a&glin in safety.  The first room had snflicient
marks of the animal’s bones to entitle it to the name it bears.”

James Crawford’s rinple, .
Channel near the middle of the river.

Josiah Crawford’s ripple,
Chantiel near the middie of the river. .

Dunlap’s creek, east or right hand side, ‘
Here hes been a fish dam—the chute is near the middle of the
river. Immediatcly above the mouth of -this' ereek stands
BaroserorT, a small village, divided from Brownsville by a
chain bridgg over the ereek. In it are several mereantile siores,
an-earthen pottery, tanyard, n wire weaver, card maker, hat
ters, a boat yard, and a miarket house. - It contains 56 dwellings.

. BROWNSVILLE, (OR REDSTONE,)
Lies immediately below Dunlap’s ereek, on the east side of the
viver, finely situated ona first and high second hank. It contaivs
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{1810) about 120 houses, prineipally of wood, some handsomely
built with stone’and brick ;-4 market house, an episeopal chureh,
18 mercantile stores, two tanyards, a rope wall, two boat yards,
two tin and copper manufactories, two factories of nails, one
punting office, which issues a weekly paper, a post office, a
warehouse, one seythe and sickle maker, blacksmiths, siiver-
smiths, (one of whom makes surveyors’ coipasses, ) tailors, shoe-
wmakers, saddiers, &e. Within a few miles of the town are four
- Friends’ meeting houses; 26 grist, saw, oil and fulling mills, and
within four miles up Redstone ereek, a valuable paper mill, own-
ed by Samuel Jackson. Byrd’s fort formerly stood here. In
addition to the above, a manufictory of steel, established by Max-
ris Trumsn & Co. was in full operation in 1811. A glass-works
for making of green glass, commenced in Bridgeport in Getober
of the same year. Mr. John Gregg, near Brownsville, has con-
trived a machine for planking hats, cither by horse or water. It
is caleulated to save much labor in the hatting business.  Cotton
and wool eards are also made. -A large cotton manufactory is
erecting, in which the steam power will be used ;_and a founde-
ry; on an extensive seale, has been erected, as also a manufac-
tory for making mill-saws. A steam boat was commenced in
1813, and has now made several trips; the engine constructed
by Mr. French. The Monongahela bank was established here
in 1813 with a capital of $360.000.

There has been built lately on the town side, a valuable grist
and saw mill, turned by the water of the viver, in which are
wool and cotton carding machines. The mills are owned by
Messrs. Gillespie and Clark, who got an act of assembly passed
to throw a dam across the river, by.engaging to make a sufe way
for the passing and repassing of boats up and down the river.—
This was at first done by a chute in the dam, and since by a
lock canal. o .

The inhabitants of Brownsville are remarkably industrious,
and the settlement around the town, is the oldest and richest in
the western country, and is prineipully settled by quakers. This
being a place’ of considerable embarkation, individuals make it
their business to supply travellers with boats and-all other ne-
cessaries for descending the river. 1tisin Favette co. Pa. and

. 12 miles N, 'W. from Uniontown, the seat of justice for that
county ; 33 miles S. E. of Pittshurgh, 290 west of Philadelphia,
and 25 E. of Washington, Penn. in N. lat 39. 58. W. long. §1.

1‘2%1. .
‘ear this place are rocks containing curjons earvings, the hills

abound with excellent coal, the river with fish, and there lias -
been lately erected several wool earding machines in its vicinity.

In digging a cellar lately for a necessary in the town, there
was found in a kind of box eoffin 2 human skeleton. The coffin
was found standing nearly evect, the boards much deeayed; no
doubt deposited here during the wars between the Indians and
the white people, at the early perviods of the first settlement of
the contry. . X

Redstone creek, right hand side,

" Channel is near the middle of the river, there being a smart rip-
ple near the mouth of the ereek. On this ereek are several val-
uable saw, grist, and oil mills, one paper mill, and a wool eard-
ing machine at its mouth. AN :
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Over the mouth of this creek there hus been thrown a chain
bridge.
lgigeon creek, left or west side,
Channe: in the middle of the viver.
WILLIAMSPORT,
1s situated on the left bank of the river, at the entrance of Pi-
geon creek, is a growing vitage, in Washington co. Pa. 20 miles
east of Washington, and about 23 above Pitisburgh.—An exten-
sive glass-works has been erected here.” Kentucky, New Or-
1eans boats, and keels are bailt at this place:
Parkinson’s mill, right side,
Channel in the middle of the river.
M:Farland’s terry, )
ELIZABETHTOWN, .
Is a small village on the right bank of the river, in Allegheny
county. Here is a boat yard, out of which were launched, the
¢ Monongahela Farmer,” and the brig *¢ Ann Jean.” The
town does not thrive much. Original proprietor, col. Stephen
Bayard. Itis 18 miles above Pitisburgh.
Peters creek, left bank,
Here is a small ripple, channel near the west or left hand shore.
M‘EEESPORT, '
A small and dull village on the right or east bank, just below the
mouth of the Youghiogh:.ny river, in Allegheny county, 12.miles
above Pittsburgh. Original proprietor, John M‘Kee, who laid
it out in 1794. Boats may sometimes be procured here. 1thas
a large brewery, two mereantile stores, a tan and boat yards.
"The Youghiogheny is « cousiderable river, and affords pretty

good navigaticn, except in very low water, for fifty or sixty miles.

Passing S. W. of the Laurel hill, it precipitates itsclf over the

Ohiopyle falls, 20 fret perpendicular. 1t passes through a part

of W éstmoreland, Fayette and Allegheny countics, and where it

dischiarges itself into the Monougahela, it is_about 150 yards

broad. Jacob’s creck, on whick sre Twurnbull and Marmie’s

jron-works. enters the Yough about 35 miles above Pittsburgh.

Turtle creek, -

A town was laid out above the mouth of this ereek a few years

ago—but it hus not progressed. Just at the mouth of this creek
" is a long and difficult ripple.—Channel, at.the head of the rip-

ple, near the right side for a short distance, thence, about the

middle of the ripple it runs to the left shore,. and returns to the
right shore near the foot of the ripple.

Braddock’s fields, right bank,
Here is a ripple, channel right ride.
These fields are rendered famous on account of general Brad-

“dack’s being defeated here in :n engagement with the French
and Indians, in the year 1755. Braddock’s army was cut to pie-
ces in a sbort time; the Indians and French being completely
eovered by woods, grass, &e. while the English army stood in an
open road thick set with grass to receive the continual fiving of
the enemy, whom they couid not even see. Braddock* was
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® He was nqxiveyed to Dunbar’s camp near Uniontown, where he died.
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. mortally wounded, and the late general Washington, then actin;
volunteer aid-de-camp under hini, was the only aid-de-camp left
alive and not wounded on the field of battle, and he had two
Lorses shot under him, and four bullets passed through his coat.*
These fields ave nine miles above Pittsburgh, and the ownes
frequently ploughs 1;.}: the bones of those who fell in this dreadful
carnage.—It is said that a valuable brass piece may sometimes

be seen in a very deep hole in the river opposite the field of bat-

tle; and the trees on the side of the hill still bear the marks of
the balls fired during the engagement.—Braddock’s fields are al-
so celebrated on account of their having been a place of general
rendezvous for the Whiskey Boys, as they were ealled, during
the W_’estem _Insun-ection, in the year 1794. :

Nine Mile Run, (M<Dowel’s)

Gordon’s (now Colhoun’s) ferry,

Chanvel in the middle of the river. .

Four Mile Bar, mouth of Four Mile Run,
Channel on the right hand side of the river, which from this
place, ought to be kept down to ' D

PITTSBURGH,
Opposite to this town is a sandbar three quarters of a mile long,
nearest the S. or left hand side ; it sometimes remains bare for
three months: it was ploughed and sowed with buckwheat in the
vear 1801-2; the grain Bowered, but the floods came and swept
the erop away before it had time to matwre.—~The channel is on
the town side. i

* Ramsay’s life of Washington,
¢ George Wallace, esq.

1
2

8

4

138
140

148

147




44 NAVIGATOR.
" THE ALLEGHENY,

- ITS CHANNELS, RIPPLES, ISLANDS, TOWNS, &¢.

iXCLUDING THE PORTAGE FROM ERIE,
-(or PRESQU’ ISLE.)

Turs town is handsomely situated on the south bank
‘of lake Erie, opposite the Peninsula, which runs several
miles into the lake, forming between it and the town, a
handsome harbour for vessels, thoughit is somewbat diffi~
cult to enter: Erie -was laid out a few years since (in
1797-8, I think;,) by the state of Penn. and from its com-
manding situation, mustin time become a place of consid-
erable business. It is increasing in buildings and busi-
ness. is the seat of justice for Erie county, in lat. N.

420 21’ about120 miles N. of Pittsburgh. ~The old fort

just below the town, which contains the venerable remains
of the late general Anthony Wayne,* (who died here,
Dec. 14, 1796, on his retirn from his campaizn against
the Indians,) is totally evacuated. The country in its
vicinity is settling rapidly; and that trade in salt of which
there are about 7000 or 8000 barrels enter that port an-
nually, is increasing. 'The convenience of the turnpike
road erected between Erie and Waterford, a portage of
15 miles, is very considerable.

Erie has a post-office, several mercantile stores and
public inns, and a number of the mechanical branches are
carried on with spirit. The town is well supplied with
fish from the lake, and cranberries from the peninsula, of
which many barrels are sold at the Pittsburgh market
yearly. The advantage that Erie bas from the trade of
Detroit, and the northern lakes, with that of the St. Law-
rence and the Mohawk rivers, added to-the easy commu-
nications to it from the different parts of the Ohio, are
certainly very great, and must eventually add importance
to the place, and riches to the country around it.

"The following statement will shew the increase in the

‘ The bones of the hero were removed in Oet. 1809, and interred in
the family burying-ground, nesr the Paoli. by Isaac Wayne, esq. The
Pennsylvania Society of Cincinnuti having appropristed 500 dollars, to-
erect a monument to his memory, the 4th of July preceding.
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article of salt at theport of Erie from 1800 till 1809, as
yegistered by Mr. Foster; collector of that poert:
" Inthe year 1800 . . . 7237 barrelsof salt
' 1801 . . . 396 {were entered
. 1802 . . . 834 ) at this port &
distributed along the lake in the states of New-York,
fen?lsylvania, and Ohio, and a few barrels sent to Pitts-
“burgh. : » ‘ ‘ .
Inthe year 1805 . . . 27367 barrels of salt
1804 . . . 8778 | weve entered at
1805 . . . 7589 | this port for the
1806 . . . 7261 Lconsumption of
1807 . . . 6774 | this neghbour-
1808 .. . . 9349 hood and Pitts-
‘ © 1809 . . . 14346 ] burgh warket,
not including the supplies to the states’of New-York and
Ohio—Making 52,776 barrels, or 263,880 bushels of salt,
besides other articles of merchandize, though of iess ini-
portance, yet to a considerable extent, '
District and port of Presqu’lsle,
collector’s office, Dec. 25, 1809.
, THOMAS FOSTER, collector.

WATERFORD, (FORT LE BOCUF,) 1515
This town is situated on the north side of French ereek, and is
the nearest and best point of comrounication between thatereck
and Erie; and it is here where goods ave deposited to be ready
for transportation either over the portage, or down the ereek:
frontier post* was kept heve till the peace with the Indians in
1796. Itisnow destroyed. 1t has a post office, several werean-
tile stores, warchouses, public iuns, &e. and is 15 wiles scuth of
Yrie, in Frie county. ;

¥rench creek through Le Beuf lake, 4] 19
Mnuddy creek, : ’ 12| 81
Dead water, end of, ' ‘14| 45

* The French had a fort erected hare as early 65 1751, The English

growing jealous of their encrosetunents on the Ohio snd in order to check
their further progress, Mr. Dinwicdic, then colunial gavernor of Yivginia,
despatched the late Gen, George Washiugton, then in the vineteenth
year of his age, with a letter «f rexovstrence to the French ecoramand-
ant, Mons. Le Gardeur De St Picrre, then at that garrison,  On this em-
bassy, Washingten set oat fre : ed Fort Cumber-
TJand on the Potomack, on the smber, 1753, Having delivered
his Tetters, he vetnened to Willismehurgh, fn Virgmis, on the 7%t day
after his departure, u route at that pericd st once huzandous and fatiguing
in the extreme, "

Ramsay’s Life of T¥ashingtots
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MEADVILLE, 18 63
*This town sfands on the E. or left hand side of French ereek,
is the seat of justice for Crawford county, Penn. hasseveral mer-
eantile stores, public inns, a post and printing office, which issues
2 week!y paper, and from its eentral situation, in the heart of a
rich and fertile eountry, it witl no doubt become a place of con-
siderable business. It has a well regulated school, a fixed
preacher, and a society for the encouragement of home manu-
fuctures, It is about 86 miles north of Pittsburgh.

Wilson’s Bend, 6 69
Little Sugar creek, 8 77
Big Sugar creek, 12, 89

From this ereek there is a considerable rapid down to i
FRANELIN; . 498

This is the seat of justiee for Venango county, Penn, sitnated
on the right ar W. side of Frepch ereck, a little aliove the june-
tion of it with the Alegheny river. Yt is.bounded by large and
stony hills on both sides. It progresses. but slowly, and the
country around is but thinly settied. The French formerly
kept « garrison here, which is now destroyed, but is suid to have
a2 brass pieee of ordnance of considerable value buried jn its ru-
ins. It isabout 63 wmiles novthward of Pittsburgh.

Sandy creek, west side, 10108
Secrub grass creek, west side, 8111
Falling springs, 8j114
Montgomery falls, 4118
Channel on the lett hand side of a large rock in the middle of the
river.
. Ewalt’s defeat, 3121

This is a very rocky place, channel east side.
Patterson’s fails, 41125
Nicholson’s eddy, 2

Heve is a strong vippie, channel west side.

Stamp creek, east side, 8183
Channel east side. '
Parker’s or Amberson’s falls, . 3138
Channel on the eact or left side. .
Catfish falls, channel east side, , 8146
31 . 1 4 s sty e
Redbank creek, channel east side, 7i158
Cumming’s rock, channel west side, 51158
Mahoning creek, east side, 2160
Channe! west side. I
Sivan’s ferry, 141174
Crooked creek, east side, 4,178
Nicholson’s falls, channel west side, 31181
KITTANNING, 7,188

s a small but thriving village, situated on the east bank of the
Allegheny. Ttis the seat of justice for armstrong county, Penn.
about 56 miles N, E. of Pittsburgh.
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. 'FREEPORT,
A small village on the west side of the river, at the mouth of
Buflaloe ereek. :

192

Owing’s island, channel west side, 4
Bull creek, west side, channel east side, 81195
Logan’s ferry, mouth of Puckety creek, - 4199

Channel on the east side.
Hullard’s island, channel east side, 4208

- Plumb creek, east side, 31206
Sundy creek, east side, 21208

Here is an island, channel east side,
Pine creek, west side, ; 51213
‘Wilson’s island, channel east or left side, 4217
PITTSBURGH, ) 1/218

Here you may land below the wharf on the Allegheny, or turn-
ing tlie point, ascend the Monongahela, and land at any of its
wharves. The shores of either river are dry and gravelly, but
in high water the Monongahela affords, from the gentleness of *
_its current, the safest harbour, and is the most convenient to the
&entre of the town,
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* THE OHIO.

WE now commence the divections for navigating the Ohio
river, and as it commences at Pittsburgh, it will not be
‘wmiss to preface the more particular account of it, by a
short description of that place.

PITTSBURGH,

IS delightfully situated at the head of the Ohio river, on
the plain or point of land formed by the junction of the
Allegheny and Monongahela rivers; the former running
from the north-east, and the latter from the south-west,
making an angle where they unite of about 33 degrees.

Few towns in America have been more frequently or
minutely described, so that it is no easy matter to speak
of it, without merely repeating what has been said by
others.” It is a place of note and celebrity not only in
America, but even in Europe. The traveller, however,
on entering it for the first time, meets with some disap-
pointment ~ The town enveloped in thick clouds of smoke,
which even affect respiration; the appearance of the
housesis dark and gloomy, from the general use of coal,

articularly in the numerous manufactories, which send
into the air immense columns of smoke; there are few
elegant buildings compared to other towns of the same
size, and the streets are narrow and unpleasant, with the
exception of Liberty and Penn, but which are thinly built.
But the topography makes amends for all these disadvan-
tages.” All concur inthe beauty of its position, It is
built on a plain, confined by the two rivers just mention-
ed, and what may be denominated the sourcE oF wuE
ouie; this plain is confined by romantic hills, which en-
viron the town on all sides. The hills to the east of the
town, gradually attain an amphitheatrical elevation, and
become more varied, as the two rivers diverge, and the
space between them grows wider ; affording many plea-
sant positions for country seats. Over the Allegheny,
there is o high and beautiful plain, with rude hills in the
back ground; here the town of Allegheny has been laid
out, and some handsome improvements have been already
made; in case ahridge should be built across the river, 2s

£
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is at present contemplated, this place will soon flourish,as -
the ground upon which Pittsburgh stands, is nearl{
built up, except a narrow plain which extends up the Al-
legheny river. The Coal hill on the opposite side of the
Monongahela, rises with a very steep ascent, more than
three hundred feet above the level of the river,and almost
from the water’s edge, there being scarcely more than
room for a road, and the ferry houses, taverns, and
some manufactories, in a line under the hill. This
hill abounds with coal, from which circumstance its
- name is derived, a number of coal-pits are opened init,
and considerable quantities are carried over to the town,
though the chief supply is derived from the pits on that
side of the river. The prospect from the top of the Coal hilt
_is extremely beautiful and romantic. The distant view
presents forest clad hills, sloping into narrow vales ; the
beautiful Allegheny with its clear and limpid watersy,
bright and shining, and holding a rapid course compared
with that of the Monengahela, which, on the contrary, -
seems with his turbid waters to advance lazy and slow,.
as if to yield involuntary submission. Immediately at
“the junction, there is an expanse of water of nearlya
mile wide ; the Ohio then passes off to the right, though
not with the magnificence and beauty; that persons-are
apt to imagine whe have not been here, as it is confined
_on the left by high hills, on the rightits stream is divided
by islands, and from its course tﬁe river totally disap-
pearsin_a mile and an half. The hill is avoided by &
road which follows the bed of the Saw mill run, a hand-
some stream which makes a deep break in the hill, and
dischargesitselfinto the very source of the Uhio; the first
tributary this mighty river receives: but the road most
commonly travelled to Washington, Wheeling, %c. as-
cends the hill in a winding manner, just opposite the up-
per ferry of the Monongahela, alonga torrent which has
worn adeep ravine in the side of the hill. Just above
this place the river on the Pittsburgh side washes a steep
hill, studded with romantic rocks, and leaves on the ot' er
a handsome plain, where a town, named Birminghax,*

W

* On the plain of the Allegheny, near the Two-mile run, another towe
bas been lain out, ealled the town of Manehester,  Is it not stravee that
we must borrow the very names of Britain, and at a peviod when we
ave af war with her 7 O habit, how iE‘eterate thy swayl
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has been laid out, which already contains thirty or forty
houses, and some extensive manufactories. In lookin
down from Coal hill into Plttsburg_h, one is reminded o
Shakespeare’s description of the view from Dover cliff:
and seems a giant compared to the busy Lilliputians be-
Tow. ;
how fearful

And dizzy tis to cast one’s eyes so low !
. The fishermen that walk upon the beach :

Appear like mice ; and g;on tall anchoring bark,

Diminished to her cock, her cock a buoy

Almost too small for sight:

Before entering upon a view of the present state of
this place,fit will not be improper to give a short sketch of
its history, and some outline of the progress of its im-
provements. This spot, long before any town was built,
had in very early times been a noted rendezvous of the
traders with the Indians, and was selected by the French
as an important point in the scheme of uniting Canada
with Louisiana, and a fort was built called Du guesne.——
The reduction of this fort wasat an early period pointed
out by Washington, as a step of great moment; but be-
fore this could be effected, much blood was shed, at the
battle of the Little Meadows, where he gained his first
Taurel, at Braddock’s fields, where at the age of twenty-
six, after the fall of Braddock, by a masterfy retreat he
saved the remains of the unfortunate army, and finally, in
the defeat of Grant and his eight hundred Caledonians,
on the hill which bears his name.* The fort was how-
ever blown up and- evacuated, on-the approach of gem-
‘eral Forbes in the year 1758. A short distance above

~ This plain which is of a rich sandy loam, is about a halfa mile in width
from the Allegheny to the point of Grant’s hill, its widest part; thence
ap that river it becomes narrower, until about four miles where it closes
to theriver. But the town may extend as far as Two-mile run; the bot.
tom that distance is gencrally about a quarter of a mile wide, and well
caleujated to Luild upon : a few years ago it was a lane passed through,
with orehards, meadows and grain fields enclosed on each side ; but this
hus now hecome a long straggling street.

* Gront’s hill comes to a haudsome point within the limits of the bo-
vough, eastward of the town.:  From it yon have a besutiful view of the
town and the three rivers.  On its summit is a mound or ancient bu-
rying place of the Indians, which is now enclosed in the middle of a fine
garden, and has an elegant summer house on the top of it. This seat,
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fort Du Quesne, (which was situated immediately at the
junction of the rivers) Fort Pitt, so called in henor of the
then minister, was built by Lord Stanwin, and is said to
have cost the British government 60,000 L. sterling, but
has been long in ruins; in fact little is now to be
seen but the ditch and mound, with the salient angles and -
bastions on the land side. On part of this ground now
stands a large brewery appertaining to col. 0’Hara, and
several dwellingss on the Menongahela side there is a
kind of ship yard, where keel boats, and several steam
boats for the western trade are built. The ground im-
mediately at the point or junction is rather too low and
too much subject to crumbling in of the banks, to be safely
builton; although it is said that on the bank of the Alle-
gheny, thelndian tradershad builtshortly after the En-
glish took possession, an elegant row of brick houses, but
they hayegradually crumbled intothe river, as novestige
of them remains. '
About the year 1760 a small town called Pittsburgh,
was built near fort Pitt, and which contained about 260
'souls : but on the breaking out of the Indian war in May
1763, they retired into the fort. The British officers
commanding the garrison, had on'the bank of the Alle-
gheny, very elegant gardens, called the king’s and artil-
lery gardens, and large orchards of the choicest fruits ;
the ground is now occupied with dwellings on each side
of Penn street which passes through it. The present
town of Pittsburgh was first laid out in the year 17653 it
was afterwards laid out and surveyed on its present plan
in May 1784, by col. George Woods, by order of Tench

which is among the handsomest of the place, formerly belonged to; aud
was first improved by Mr. Marie, a French gentleman. He soldit toJames
Ross, esq. its present proprietor. This hiil takes its name from gen.
Grant, who met with a defeat here by the Indians and French, in the
war which ended in 1763.  Grant thinking his conquest sure, imprudent-
1y beat the reveille to the French garvison at sunvise.  But before he was
aware of it, the garrison dividing itsell into. two parties, - cautiously sal-
Yied out under the banks of the two rivers, ‘and joining on the back of
Grant, came down upon him like a torvent, took Grant himself prisoner,
and cutand tomahawked his teoops, which consisted of 800 Caledonians,
or Highland Scoteh, all to pieces in a few minutes. "The hill was then
covered with wood and thick bushes, which added to the confusion of
Grant, and to hig easy defeat, he not being accustomed to fight in the
Indian fashion, that is, behind trees old logs, rocks, &e. It was the
fgnorance of this method of fighting, that occasioned the sudden defent;.
and dreadful earnage of the troops of general Braddocks
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Francis, esq. attorney for John Penn, Junr. and Joha
Penn. Fort Pitt being included in one of the manors of
#he Penn family, was sold by the proprietors and now
makes a part of the town of Pittsburgh, though its banks
.and ditches form a considerable obstruction to its being
regularly built upon, and very much spoil the beauty of
the view from the heads of Liberty and Penn streets to
the river. 'The increase of the town was not rapid until
the year 1793, on account of the Indian depredations
which prevented the settlements from extending. The
western insurrection by putting in circulation a consider-
able sum of money, is thought to have given it a start.
Since that time it has increased with greater rapidity,
not even excepting Lexington and Cincinnati, than any
inland townin Anmerica. Those places are now covered
ayith houses, and resound with the din of business, where,
when aboy, I was wantto ¢ pluck the thistle’s beard.”*

Manufactures, &c.—With respect to the state of its
‘manufactures, trade, and its progress, this will best be

" derived from the details published at different periods in

the Magazine Almanae, and in the last edition of the
Navigator. o
The followine statement of the number of master

 yvorkmen in eacﬁ particular branch, with the manufacto-

ries, was taken in the fall of 1807 : 1 cotton manufacto-
%y, havinga mule of 120 threads, and one spinning jen-
nv of 40 threads, 4 looms, and a wool carding machime un-
der thie same roof; 1glass works on the opposite side of

_ the Monongahela, for green, and one on this side, for

white glass; 2 breweries, 1 air-furnace, 4 nail factories,

" one of which mrakes 100-tons of cut and hammered nails

ammually ; 7 copperswiths, tin-plate workers, and japan-
ners; 1 wire weaving and riddle factory; 1 brass foun-
dry, 6 saddlers and harness makers, 2 gunsmiths, 2 to-
‘bacconists, 1 bell maker, 8 tallow chandlers, 1 brush
maker, 1 trunk maker, 5 coopers, 13 weavers, 10 blue
dyers, 1 comb and 7 cabinet makers, 1 turner, 6 bakers,
8 butchers, 2 barbers, 6 hatters, 4 physicians, 2 potteries
of earthen ware, 3 straw bonnet makers, 4 plane makers,
6 milliners, 12 mantua makers, 1 stoeking weaver, 2

" Jook-binders, 4 house and sign painters, 2 portait paint-
ters, 1 mattress maker, 3 wheelwrights, 5 watch and

* M. S. S. of H. M. Brackenridge, esg.
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clock makers and silversmiths, 5 bricklayers, 5 plaster-
ers, 3 stone cutters, 8 boat, barge, and ship builders, 1
pump maker, 1 looking glass maker, 1 lock maker, 7
tanyards, 2 rope walks, 1 spinning wheel maker, 17
blacksmiths, 1 machinist and whitesmith, 1 cutler and
tool maker, 32 house carpenters and joiners, 21 boot and
shoe makers or cordwainers, 5 windsor chair makers, 15
tailors, 1 breeches maker and skin dresser, 12 school-
masters, 4 school-mistresses, 33 taverns or public inns,
51 mercantile stores, 4 printing offices, 6 brickyards, 3
stone masons, 2 booksteres, 4 lumber yards, 1 maker.of
machinery for cotton and wool manufactories, one facto-
ry for clay smoaking pipes, 1 copper-plate printing press.

In the year 1810 there was the following enumeration. -
made by the marshall.. , :

In Pittsburgh and the immediate vicinity the following:
establishments are enumerated, and the quantity manu-
factured or value in dollars yearly, set down, viz.

% One grist mill, by steam, manufactures 60,000 bush-
els of grain. Three carding and spinning mills,. two of
cotton and one of wool, amount in dollars 14,248, One
mill for grinding flat irons 2000 dollars..  Two. distilie~
ries, which make 600 barrels of whiskey.. Three brew-
eries make 6,435 barrels of porter, ale and beer. Four
brick yards, 13,600 dollars. ¥ wo air furnaces, 406 tons,:

40,000 dollars. Three red lead factories estimated -at
13,100 dollars. Six naileries 49,890 dollars. 'Three
glass works, one green and two white glass, 62,000 dol-

ars. Two potteries 3,400 dollars. Two gunsmitheries
2,400 dollars. 'Three tobacconists 11,500 dollars. Six-
teen looms 19,448 yards of cloth. Six tanneries 15,560
dollars. Seventeen smitheries 34,4C0 dollars. Four
cooperies 2,250 dollars.  Eight chair and: cabinet ma:
kers 17,424 dollars. ~—— Saddlers and shoe and boot
makers, number not set down ; the amount of their man--
ufactories estimated at 65,878 dollars. Ten hatteries
24,507 ‘dollars. Four silversmiths and watch makers
9,500 dollars.  Six copper,brass and tin factories 25,500
dollars. Threestone cutters 8,800 dollars. = Three boat
“ and ship builders 43,000 dollars.  Two wagon makers
2,872 dollars. ‘Three chandlers 14,500 dollars. One roye
walk 2500 dolls. Onebutton manufactory 3600 deiise One .
stocking weaver. = One cutlery 8000 doliars. One glass
eutting 1000 dollars. One wire weaving, at which sieves.
i - B2
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screens, riddles, &c. are made to a considerable extent,
. 'Three printing establislnnents»am_i one ‘book bindery.”

Sowme of the estimates in the foregoing statement are
too low for the time, especially in the saddlery line;
which was ascertained with some degree of accurac{ in
the year 1809, to amount to about forty thousand dollars
In ‘the same year beots aad shoes were made to the .
amount of seventy thousand dollars.’ ) _

Tihere is now in complete operation one wire drawing
mill. propelled by the power of steam, which in a short
time will be enabled to 'supply to a considerable extent
the demand for wire. This establishment has been made
by Mr. William Eichbaum, sen.

The wmanafacture of coffee mills and locks by Mr.
James Patterson, an English artist, has lately been com-
menced. Fire shovels, tongs, drawing knives, hatchets,
two feet squares. augers, chissels, adzes, claw hammers,
door hinges, chains, hackles, locks, door handles, spin-
ning wheel irons, plough irons, flat irons, &c. are made
1a numbers and form a portion of the trade of the place.
* An axtension in the manufactory of stirrup irons and
brid = bits,is contemplated. A paper mill is erecting, in
wiich the steam power will be used.

The following general view may give some idea of the
preseat state of manufactures, &c. in this place. But

these are continnally undergoing so many changes and
improvements. that itis difficult’ to make a statement
which will remain correct for any length of time.

Glass houses.—The manufacture of glass has sueceed-
ed as well as the most sanguine had expected, the situa-
“tion of this place is peculiarly favourable, notwithstand-
ing some disadvantages in procuring some of the materi-
als. The first was established by col. O’Hara, about the
year 1798. There are two glass works on the opposite
side of the Monongahela, erected by Trevor and Knsel,
and ene in the new town of Birmingham, under the firm
of Beitzhoover, Wendt & Co. These, with the three
before erected. ts wit: O'Hara’s, Robinson’s, and Bake-
well’s, will be abhle to manufacture to the amount of
3 160,000 ananally. Both flintand green glass are now

- made here 'to great perfection. - Messrs. Bakewell, Page
- and Bakewell. have lately built another filnt glass works,
in addition to their formar one. There are now in the
townand opposite, two white and three green glass hou-
825 Glass cutting is likewise executed in this place,
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not inferior to the best cut glass in Europe. The furni-
ture of the apothecaries’ shops, is altogether of the home
manufacturing. ‘ L
Air foundries—Of these we have two, M¢Clurg’s and
Beelen’s; on plans which enable them to cast, shortly.
after their establishment, about 600 tons a year of all
kinds of hollow wares, machinery, cannon balls, smiths
anvils, sad irons, &c. worth 54,000 dollars. Mr. Price.
has also a small air foundry for casting but-hinges and
buckles for saddlery; he casts brass also. Messrs.
M’Clurg and Beelen, casts ivon boilers, which answer as
a valuable substitute for copper stills for distilleries.*—
Besides these foundries there are two others, one estab-
lished by the « Pittsburgh Steam Engine Company,” and
the other in the town of Birmingham, owned by Peter
Kimmel. At Mr. Beelen’s, 400 tons of castings are now
wade annually. At the same establishment he has erec-
ted a mill for boring cylinders, air pumps, and pumps
and pipes forsteam engines, {or turning sugarrollers, piv-
ots and shafts, and for grinding sad irons, sithes, sic-
kles, &c. ¢ The Pittsburgh Steam Engine Company,”
likewisc bore cylinders, turn sugar rollers, &e. ',lzhe
castings executed in Pittsburgh are not excelled in point
of clear casting and beauty by any in the United States.
Ironmongery.—This is becoming & manufacture of the
greatestimportance. ‘To our former establishments there
are several new and very extensive ones now erecting.—
Messrs. Brown, Barker and Butler have established an
extensive hardware manufactory, where they already
malce nails, and intend to make edge tools and cutlery
generally.  Messrs. Foster and Murry have erected
steam works for the purpose of setting in operation a tilt:
hammer.. They maEe shovels, spades, sithes, sickles,
&c. Mr. Cowan has erected a most powerful steam
engine to reduce iron to various purposes. It is caleulat-
ed fora seventy horse power, which puts into complete op~
evation a volling mill, a slitting mill and a #ilt hammer,
all under the same roof, This establishment furnishes
sheet iron, nail and spike rods,shovels, tongs, spades,
sithes, sickles, hoes, axes, frying pans, cutting knives,
. vices, scale beams, chissels, augers, &c. &c. Thisis one
“of the ‘most important establishments in' the western
country ; it has been transferred to Messrs. Stackpole

* In thesc the operation is carried on by steam with half the expensé
«and labonr, and probubly » more-wholesome liquor produced.
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and Whiting, under whom itis in complete operation..-
There are other manufactures which furnish locks, files,
coffee mills, plane bits, door handles, kitchen furniture,
squares, hackles, and a variety of edge tools s it would
be endless to enumerate the various articles of the mon-

rey, which are manufuctured. The stranger is stunned

y an incessant din of clattering hammers, and blowing
of bellowses from morning till night. The amonut of this
manufactory, was estimated two years ago at 396 tons,
or 871,200 Ibs. including all articles made from iron, as
it comes from the forge, from the nail or sprig to the

lough iren ; and this averaging at 20 cents per Ib. will
make 174,240 dollars. 'This amount has sirce probably
doubled. ‘

Wollen and Cotton.—This business is progressing hand-
somely. Mr.James Cumming gave a statement for 1812
in which year he made 5 wool carding and 2 cotton card-
ing machines, 6 wool pickers, 1 mule and a billy. James.
Arthurs’ woollen manufactory has two jennies, 40 spin-
dles each, 2 carding machines, and 8 looms. He cards
80 Ibs. of wool per day, for seven monthsin the year,
and intends to make blankets, cassinets and flannels.—
Hugh and James Jelly are erecting a cotton manufactory
to go by steam power. Mr. Kerwin’s and Mr. Armi-

. tage’s cotton factories are progressing very handsomely.
George Cochran purposes to manufacture flannels and
blankets in company with Mr. Dowling, to carry en the
worsted business, carding and spinning yarn for panta-
loons, serges, bazes and stockings. - For the first, Mr.
Cochran has employed two carding machines, a billy of
40, and a jenny of 50 spindles, but there is some difficul-
ty in procuring wool.  Thomas Davis has constructed a.
wool spinning billy with 30 spindles. JIsaac Wicker-
sham, makes cylindrical cloth shearing machines, one of
which he says, can be operated on by a boy of ten or
twleve §Irears old, and shear in 12 hours 400 yards of
cloth. - In the cylinderare fixed 32 springs shears, which
work in such a regular manner as neither to cut or injure
the cloth in the slightest degree. Mr. Wickersham al-
's0 goes on well in his weaving business. Inthe Almanacof
the present year (1815) there is this further notice :—
¢« Mr. James Arthurs carries on extensively the wool'
carding and spinning, and contemplates shortly to man=
ufacture woollen cloths, His machinery is propelled by

’
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steam; the engine partly the invention of one of his sons,
to whose ingenuity great merit is due, not perhaps so
much for originality or inventing, as by a useful and in-
-genios ucombination of the inventions of others. For in-
stance, he has affixed the valve of Mr. French’s engine
“to the common cylinder, which renders the engine more
-simple, more efficacious and less subject to disorder, than
any we have yet seen. Itismore efficacious as by the
.adoption of Mr. French’s valve a great deal of friction is
removed, and less liable to disorder, as the only valveshe
uses are those which let the steam on and off the gole way;
instead of letting the steam on as by the common valves,
it is here simply a common stop cock, which having a
cross piece of iron fastened to it,is turned with great ni-
cety and ease. - James Jelly has erected a large three
story building for carrying on the cotton carding, spin-
ning and weaving. The whole is carried on extensively
.and is worked by a steam engine made by Mr. Copeland
of this place. George Cochran at his wollen manufacto-
Ty, makes all kinds of woollen cloths, blanketing, vest,

atterns, hosiery, paper makers’ felting, &e.

Pottery ,§c—Messrs. Alexander Trotter & Co. are
-establishing a poitery, at which they intend making all
kinds of earthen ware,in a superior style, toany thing
~which has yet been attem{:ated in the western country.—
Mr. Trotter experiences difficulty in grocuring clays this
is a great.desideratum,in the United States.—Itis hoped
that our fellow citizens throughout the country, who are
Triendly to the real interest of their country, where they
find any clay they think. might answer the purpoese of
making fine earthen ware, will send a specimen to Mr.
Trotter for examination, the trouble can be but trifling,
and must be far counterbalanced by the reflection that
they may have contributed to the establishment of an
important manufacture, of an article which, from its
brittle nature, we shall always have to pay double price
if imported. : :

- White Lead Factory.—There are two red and white
lead factories, which manufacture extensively. Another
chemical laboratory for the manufacture not only of this
article, but also the vartous acids and chemical prepara-
-tions, is now erecting under the superintendence of doc-
tor B. Troest, chemist, o

]
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. Steam Engine.—There are three extensive establish.
ments for making steam engines in this place. ¢« Thg
Pittsburgh Steam Engine Company,” construct them on |
-Oliver Evans’ plan—¢ The Mississippi Steam Engine
Company,” on Fulton’s ; and Bolton and Watt’s plan
improved, are made by Thomas Copeland.

ope- Walks.—Messrs. John Irwin & Co. have lately

erected an extensive rope-walk, at which they make large
-quantities of rope and twine of all kinds. At two rope-
waiks in this place the principal part of the cordage for
the deet on lake Brie was made. Two cables weighed
about 4000 Ibs. each ; and 4% inches diameter,

Stirrup irons and. bridle bits.—Are made in large
quantities at manufactories in this place; and they give
constant employment to about twenty-four workmen.—
These articles can be manufactured to the extent of the
demand for them in the western country.

- Wheel irons.—Messrs. Stevenson & Youard, make
one gross of wheel irons weekly, at @ 30 per gross, ma-
l:lmlsig a yearly amount of this very useful article of 1560

olls.

- Wire-drawing.—Messrs. Eichbaum and son, have.got
their wire mill mto handsome operation, and make beau-
tiful wire of different sizes. The only deficiency in this
establishment is, that itis not sufficiently extensive to
supply the demand. There is at present a little difficul-
ty in getting iron of a quality sufficiently good for this

urpose. M. Eichbaum also carries onthe glass cutting

business. :

- We understand a company is formed in New-York
with 1,500,000 doliars capital, for the purpose of manu-
facturing wire, and woollen and cotton cards.

Buttons. Reuben Neal manufactures about 100 gross
of metal buttons weekly, being 5,000 gross or 60,000
dozen annually—averaging from 47 to 125 cents per
gross—a yearly amount of 8 5000. He also makes Ti-
tannia spoons, tin wares, &c.

Kitting needle making has been commenced by Messrs.
Frethy and Pratt. In New-York pin making is goin
on lively. Itishoped our females will be well supplie
~with these articles especially with the first.

. Silver: Plating. Benjamin Kendrick has just commen-
ced this business. He plates stirrup irons, bits, harness
trimmings, buckles and slidesy castors, clocks, jewelry,
&c. Mr. Ayresalso carries on this branch of business.
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Morocce Leather. A manufacture of Morocco sking
has been commenced by Messrs. Scully & Graham, and
succeeds well. It consumes many,and has created a con-
siderable demand for sheep skins. Thus we go on with
the luxuries as well as the ncessaries of life.

White lead .Manulfa'ctoryi Here also excellent paints

are prepared out of lead, and in quantities. Mr. Beelen,
proprietor. Mr. J. J. Boudier, an ingenious French gen.
tleman, manufacturer and owner of the laboratory.
.. Suspenders.. These are manufactured; of an excellent
' qualitiy, by Wm. Gore, who weaves ten webs at once, ej-
ther of silk, woollen or cotton. He also weaves boot
web, and boot cord.

Brass Foundry. ‘Thomas Cooper carries. on this bu-
siness extensively. = Beyond what he casts for machine-
ries for various kinds, he makes brass candlesticks, hand-
irons, cocks for distilleries, &c.

Trunks are made smartly by J. M. Sloan, who wants
for this purpose deer skins with the bair on.

Stocking weaving, for want of encouragement, per-
haps goes on but slowly. "We see no reason why a stock-
ing cannot be wove as cheap and as good here as in any
other part of the world.

Brush-making. Mr. Blair condtcts this business to
great advantage, and manufactures vast quantities of
brushes. Much more could be done were the farmerg
more careful of their hogs’ bristles,

Sadldery. 'The manufacture of saddles, bridles, har-
ness, &c. 1s carried on in this place very extensively.—
It is calculated that one of our saddlers, Mr. Little,
makes to the amount of about 60,000 dollars annually.

Boots & Shoes. We have about 100 hands constantly
engaged in this business, who make yearly about 100,000
dollars worth of boots and shoes, fine and coarse.

Acids.  Dr. F. Aigster, an ingenious German chemist
and mineralogist is industriously engaged in establi: uin
amanufacture of acids inthis place. This mustbe a highly
useful establishment to our western physicians and drug-
gists. Doctor Aigster has already discovered a sufficien-
cy of the native materials in the neighbourhood of Pitts-
burgh, and nothing is wanting to perfect the manufacture,
but time and perseverance.

Breweries. Of these we have two extensive, and one.
ona small scale. They consume about 20,000 bushels
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of barley and manufacture not far short of 7,000 barrels
of beer, porter and ale, annually worth about 40,000
dollars. - :

“Steam flowr-mill. This mill proceeds handsomely,
she drives three pair of stones- nearly day and night,.
which grind about 60,000 bushels of wheat, corn,and rye,
annually, worth 45,000 dollars, when made into flour,

. Tin and copper wares. 'The manufacture of these are
earried on extensively, together with japanning. Cop-

er stills, will, most probably, be in less demand, since it
is found that the cast-iron boilers answer every - purpose, -
and the substitution of the latter for the former is fortu-
nate, particularly at this time, and ought tobe encourag-
ed on principles of economy and independence.

~ Carpenters’ planes, are made of an excellent quality
"and in such quantities as to supply the demand of the
sountry. Mr. ‘Wm. Scott and Mr. Lithgow are the
principal manufacturers of this article. . '

Trade, &c.—~The ratio of business of the place has in-
creased still more rapidly than the population, and has
become on a more extended scale : -arising from the large
manufactories established, and from the supplying west-
ern merchants by wholesale, and since the war by the
transportation of southern produce across the mountains.
The following table will show the extent of the trade of
this place in 1810.

A view of some of the items which form the mass of
trade in and through Pittsburgh, may not be uninterest-
ing: The manufacture of hemp into ropes, rope yarn,
and bagging, is a business in itself which is enriching the
state of Kentucky much faster than if the citizens had
discovered a gold mine equal to some of those of Mexica
and Peru. The quantity of spun yarn for ropes, and
hemp which has Sassed through this place for the Balti-
more and Philadelphia markets, for the past season
(181¢ ) stands thus :—

Whrough Messrs. T. & J. Cromwell’s}

z\]v_areholl)lse, frorrtl 1May 1, 1810, to Ibs.
ovember 14, of the same year, 63
~  months— ’ y ’ 182,000
- 980 kreels yarn, averaging 900 lbs.

each Hemp, ) - 308,944
€. Cowans’s warehouse, 83 kreels o 74,000

. yarn, averaging 9000 lbs. each,
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A G. Anshutz’s warehouse, 254 baleé hemp, 24,000

James Adams’ warehoyse, spun yarn 90.000
. in two months, | ‘ . ’

Total spun yarn, and hemp—Ibs. 1,378,944
Which is worth in the Philadelphia and Baltimore mar-
kets 15 cents per pound at a low average, amounting to
the sum of & 206 841,60 cts.

The quantity of bariron and castings which are sold in
our market stands thus :—

G. Anshutz, bar, rolled, and slit iron, tons
for 1810, } 332
Castings, - - - - - 75
C. Cowan, castings, - - - - 50
Sundry iron, - - . . 300
T, &.7J. Cwmwell u'on, - - - 150
Castings - 100
Say for %mt passes throuvh all otherhands, - 300
1,307

V——

- Total, one thousand three hundred tons of bar iron
* and castmé,s, worth per tom upon an average B 140, a-
mounting to 182,980 dollars.

The fullowmg articles also form a busy and extenswc
trade in and through this place :—

Bacon and pork, principally from Kentucky,} tons.

Angshutz, 15
Sundry bacon, Cowan, - - - . 35
Total bacon, 50

worth 10 cents per Ib. amounting to 11,000 dollars,
Bales cotton 600, averaging 400 lbs. Ibs.
Cromwells, Cowan, Anshutz & others§ 240,000
worth {9 cents perlb. amounting to 8 45,600,

Cut and wrought nails, Anshutz, :
of Juniata iron. Ibs. 50,000
do. . do. Cowan, - 40,600

do. . .do. others, say - - 20,000
' Tbs. 110,000
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. One hundred and ten thousand pounds cut and wrought
nails, worth 17 cents per pound, amounting to § 18,700.
" Tobacco, Cromwells, Cowan and others, Ibs.
about § 20,000
worth* 13 cents per 1b. upon an average, amounting to
"% 2,600 - : ‘ ;
V Glazs;l‘ECx omwells) Geneva, worth each) . $10,000
All the above articles, the nails excepted, which are
manufactured here, may be considered about half of what
may be called the passing domestic trade of Pittsburgh,
and which amounts to the round sum of § 458,624,60 cts.
If we include salt-petre, of which I have no just idea of
the quantity, but which I know is very considerable,
lead, the articles of salt, whiskey, country linen, paper
“and a few minor articles, which form items of trade,-and
“barter, but which are not manufactured in town, I think
_we may safely give to this species of our commerce, the
“sum of one million of dollars annually. And probably
* about the same sum to articles actually manufactured by
our citizens from raw materials. Thus have we a trade
“in domestic articles, which are the soul of our country,
npon a rough and hasty caleulation, and which 1 feel con-
“fident is within the mark, of two mallions o dollars annu-
ally, half of which amount is manufactured from the pro-
ducts and raw materials of the country.

When the line of steam boats can be put in operation,
“avery important inland trade will be carried on between
* this country and the countries lower down ; sugars, cot-
ton, lead, and hemp, will be exchanged for ironmonge1y,
glass, paper, saddlery, boots and shoes, &c. It is calcu-
fated that the freight from New Orleans to this place
will but little exceed three dollars, which is less than the
transportation across the mountains. A great number of
. barges constantly ply between this and the country be-
low ; some idea may be formed of the extent of this trade
from the following estimate of imports from New Or-
leans, by one house here, (Bosler & Co.) from the Ist
_April to the st Sept. 1814.

1403 blls. sugar. ‘ 365,672 Ibst
g " 15 boxes white Havanna sugar 4,769
129 blls: ¢offee - - - 19,604
380 bales cotton - - - 128,793

28 bales Spanish wool - « 18,244
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100 kegs quick-silver - - 7,000 lbs.
30 surroous . B R 7.800
30 blls. indigo ’
logwood - - - 7,840

6 blls. rum

It is difficult to form a correct estimate of the present
amout of trade, but it is presumed it cannot be less than
4 millions. The number of wagons constaatly plying
between this place and the eastern seaports is immense.*
The quantity of boards and scantling which passed in-
spection in the year 1812, exceeded seven millions of
fect, all of which was consumed in the buildings of the
town. The number of boats which annually touch at this
{dace on their way down the Allegheny and Monongahe-
arivers, is very great, but no one has yet taken the pains
to estimate the number ; this is daily increasing, from the
extension of settlements, and the increase of population
on those rivers. 'This place was by act of congress de-
clared a port of clearance, and at one time ship building
was carried on with coasiderable spirit; whether this has
been relaxedin consequence of the war, or from its hav-
ing been shewn by experience not to be profitable, is not
well known. The followingis a list of the vessels which
have been built here, as published in our-former edition.
From the year 1802 to 1805, the following vessels were
launched at the ship yards: The ships, Pittsburgh, Louw-
isiana, General Butler, and Western Trader; Dbrigs MNa-
nina, Dean, and Black Walnut ; schooners dmity, Alle-
‘gheny, and  Conguest. "The JMonongahels Fariner, and
brig Jnn Jean were built at Elizabethtown. Misfortuneg
“aad accidents, in getting these vessels down the Ohio,
which most probably arose from bad management in the
ersons entrusted with them, has given a dampto ship
uilding, and it is now transferred to steawn boat building.
Barges, keels, Kentucky boats, &ec. are built in great
- numbers, to the amount of about 12,000 dollars annually,
For the purpose of carrying on trade, the following
steam boats have been built, and are on the way: The

* Ttappears from an accurate account, taken by a gentleman who lives
about four miles from town, on the great road, that the nuwmber of
foreign or road wagons laden with merchandise, which passed his farm
for Pittsburgh, from the st Jan. 1813, to the st Jan. 1814, amount to-

the surprising nuniber of 4053, .
Pittsburgh Gazetts, Nov. 1814,

%
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New-Orleans, built in 1811-12; Vesuvius, 181913 5
Enterprize from Brownsville descended the river in the
“spring of 1814; the Etna and Buffalo, lately built, and
now at this place, and a large one on the stocks.

Public burldings.—These are a large brick court house,
and market house in the same square, with two others on
‘the space of ground on the Monongahela, laid out into
town lots by col. O’Hara. A handsome octagonal brick
episcopal church, on Liberty and Wood streets, a large

resbyterian,a German lutheran, a covenanter meeting
ouse, besides a catholic chapel which has an excellant
organ. ’ ' o

Inhobitants, &c.—A mixture of all nations, though
principally Americans; there are Irish, Scotch, English,
French, Dutch, Swiss, &c. The proportion of people of
color is not great, and arc chiefly in the quality of hired
servants and day laborers. The character of the people
is that of enterprising and persevering industry; every
man to his business is the prevailing maxim, there 1s
therefore little time devoted to amusements or to the cul-
tivation of refmed social pleasures. Strangers are not
much pleased with the place in point of hospitality mere-
ly; but these who have business to transact, will meet
with as many facilities as elsewhere. 'They are of all
denominations of the christian religon; many of them
attentive on the duties of their worship, and but few ad-
dicted to gross vices and dissipation. Luxury, pomp
and parade are scarcely seen; there are perhaps, not
more than one or two carriages in the place. There is
a public academy, but not in a flourishing state, where the
Latinand Greek classics are taughts  Lhere are besides,
a number of English schools where children are taught
to read, write, arithmetic, grammar, &c. Thereisa sem-
inary for young ladies, which is said to be well conduct-
ed. The amusements of these industrious people are
not numerous, a few balls during the winter scason;
there is also a small theatre where a company from the
eastern cities sometimes performs. A society has been
formed for the purpose of natural improvement in the
different departments of natural history, and is flourish-
ing; ithas attached to it a circulating library, a cabinet
of curiosities and chemical laboratory.

Jarkets, liave risen very considerably within the last
two or three years : they are-now in many articles nearly
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as high as in Philadelphia—Beef sells for 6 or 7 cents
per 10,5 flour B 4 50 per cwt. or nine dollars per barvel ;
potatoes 75 cents per bushel, and cabbage 6 cents a head;
batter from 23 to 50 per pound ; fowls 50 cents a pair;
ducks 503 geese 75to 1 253 and turkies from 75 cents
to 2 dollars each: venison 5; pork 73 hog’s lard 11;
mutton 73 veal 63 and cheese from 181to 25 cents per
pound : eges at 25 cts. per dozen; onions 1 25 per bush-
el; Indian meal one dollar per hushel—and soup heans
one dollar per bushel : fish from 4 to 5 cents per pound ;
and a variety of other articles with which the markets
are abundantly filled on Wednesday and Satorday, the
stated -market days.

Banks—are ¢ The Office of Discount and. Deposit,”
abranch of the Pennsylyania bank : « The Bank of Pitts--
burgh,” lately chartered, with a capital of six hundred,
thousand dollars : and ¢ The Farmers’-and Mechanics”
ngalrlxk,” with a capital of four hundred and fifty thousand.

ollars.

Latitude, &c.~Pittsburgh is the county town of the
county of Allegheny, situated inlat. 40° 35’ N. long. 80°
38 'W.beingabout five degrees westward of Philadelphia.
Itis 300 miles W.'by N. of Philadelphia, 252 from
Washington city, about 335 from Lexington, K. and
about 1100 from New-Orleaus by land, though 2000 by
water. Our climate, though irregular, and subject fo-
many changes in the different seasons, is healthy; any
thing like epidemical diseases, fevers, &c. bemng un-
known among us; except those that rage without bounds
such as the Influenza, in the summer and fall of 1807,
whose contagion, though but in few instances mortal, flew

. toall parts of the United States. B

" Coal Banks.—This place has long been celebrated for.
its coal banks, and both as to quantity and quality it is
not exceeded by any part of America, or perhaps of the

world.  Itisin fact in general use in-all private houses,

and in the extensive manufactories-established through the

town. - Coal is found in all the hills around this place for

ten miles at least, and in such abundance that it may al-

-most be considered the substratum of the whole country.

The mines or pits which supply the town, are not furtfier

than from.one to three miles distaut, between the riversy
until within a few years, no coals were brought across

4he Monongahela, but since the price has been advanced,
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" from the increased demand,a considerable supply is now
obtained from that quarter. Little short of a million of
bushels are consumed anuually ; the price formerly six
cents, has now risen to twelve cents, keeping pace with
the increased price of provisions, labour &e. ~ Several of
the manufactories have coal pits at their very door, such

" as those under the Coal hill, which saves the expense of
traasportation. - The ccal pits on the side of the Coal hill
are adout oue-third from the top, which is about on a ley-
el with the stratum on the opposite side of the river.—
There are forty or fifty pits opened, including those on-
both sides of the river. They are worked into the hill
horizontally, the coal is wheeled to the mouth of the pit
in a wheelbarrow, thrown upon a platform, and from
‘thenceloaded into wagons. After digging in some dis-
tance, rooms are formed on each side, piﬁars being left
at intervals to support the roof.. The coal is in the  first
instance separated in solid masses, the veins being gen-
erally from six to eight feet in thickness, and is after-
wards broken into smaller pieces for the purpose, of
transportation. A labourer is able to dig upwards of one
hundred bushels per day. 1t is supposed, and perhaps
with good reason, that the main or principal stratum, lies
considerably deeper, as in the English collieries ; but the
quantity so near the surface of the earth, will for a long
period of time render it unnecessary to look for it at a
greater depth. Fuel thatindispensable necessary of life,
1s so cheap here, that the poorest rarely suffer from the
want ofit. ' We do not witness near Pittsburgh that pitia-
ble spectacle, the feeble infancy and decriped age, of the
unfortunate poor, suffering in a cold winter day fora little
fire to worm their meagre and ehilly blood—we do not see
them shivering over a few lighted splinters or pieces of
bark, gleaned from the high ways, or torn from the fen-
ees, in the skirts of the town. )

Asevery blessing has its attendant evil, the stone coal
is productive of considerable inconvenience from the
smoke which overhangs the town, and descends in fine
dust which blackens every object ; even snow can scarce-
1y be calied white in Pittsburgh. The persons and dress
of the inhabitants, in the interior of the houses as well as
the exterior, experience its effects. The tall steeple of
the court house, was once painted white, but alas! how
shanged. Yet all this might be prevented by some addi-
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“tional expense on the construction of the chimnies. In

~ the English manufacturing towns, a fine is imposed up-
on those who do not consume their smoke. Incalcula-
ble would be the advantage to this place, could sucharegu-
lation be adopted. The advantages of cleanliness, and
even health, not to mentjon the improvement in the azure
of the sky, and the light of the sun and moon, ought sure-
1y to rouse the public spirit of the inhabitants.

'To sum up the advantages of Pittshurgh—1It is noted
as a place of manufactures already established and which
will doubtless be established in the course of time. This
place isin fact less liable to changes and to sudden relapse

¢ than almost any situation in America. The contingen-

~ cies of peace or war cannot affect its prosperity. The
western merchant procures from Pittsburgh a variety of
articles he was formerly in the habit of bringing across
themountains. Thecheapness of fuel, and ofall the neces-
saries of life, the favorable position for distributing its
manufactures over an extensive country, will probably
make it at someperiod or other the first inland town in
America. The wholesale business has wonderfully in-
creased within the last few years. The towns that be-
gin to rise on the Allegheny and Monongahelarivers, and
.those round the head of the Ohio, and for some distance
below,are even now, in sowe measure supplied with
merchandize from Pittsburgh. In time there will be re-
servoirs of this kind from whence the neighboring towns
will be supplied ; for the profits of the country shop-keep-
ers will scarcely warrant the expense and loss of time,
in every instance, for travelling to the Atlantic states,
for the purpose of procuring an assortment—besides, the
difficulty of obtaining acredit where he cannot be very
well known.  Pittsburgh will become a place of deposit
for the produce of the Allegheny and Monongahela
countries 5 it will be the mart of such articles of the pro-
duce of the states of Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, as
may be in demand in the western part of the state, and
since the war, in a variety of articles, ﬁarticularly sugar
and cotton, to be transported across the mountains: it
will thus be the centre of the western inland trade.
. Price of property and rents.—The price of property
has increased in the most surprising manner within the
last ten years; it is now at least ten times as high as
it was at that period. There are but few sales. of lofs ik
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fee simple, the custom is to let on perpetual lease; the
price -in Market and Wood streets, varies from ten to.
twenty dollars per foot, and in-the other streets from
four to eight,and in particularsituations still higher. The
rvents are equally high. In Market, Wood and Wa-
ter streets, the principal places of business, it is difficult
to procure a common roon: in gn upper story, under one
hundred dollars per annum 3 the rent of stores, vary from
three to five hundred dollars ; there 1s one warehouse
swhich rents for twelve hundred : the rent of tavernstands,
is from five to twelve hundred dollars. 'The rent ofdwell-
ing- houses varies much, according to thg locality and
kind of the tenement; a genteel private family can scarce-
1y obtain a good dwelling under three or four hundred
dollars. ~ -

-Having given this giccinct view of Pittsburgh, we
shall endeavor to give a short account of the country
around it. . : : )

" The surface is rough and broken, to use the common
expression, thatis, the vales are Barrow, and the hills ab--
rupt. There is much of the picturesque in scenery,
‘though but little of the sublime or magnificent. The-
Monongahela and Allegheny are bordered with high hills,
though presenting but few bare rocky precipices, and the-
sides clothed with timber. The Coal hill rises, as it has
been already ‘said, with a steep ascent almost from the
water’s edge, the bare ledges of rocks, shewing them-
selves in places, but in general covered with soil, yet
with-an acclivity so great, that it would be dangerous, if =
not impossible to clamberup. In summer when clad with
green, it has a very beauti#ul appearance, through the vis-
tas of Market street ‘or Wood street and in winter when
whitened with snow, and begemmed with icicles, its ap-
pearance is no less:venerable and pleasing. - Between
the rivers the countryis very much diversified ; about
two miles from town, a small rivulet discharges itself in-
to the Monongahela, near a beautiful meadow, belonging
1o Mr. Beelen, whe has made some handsome improve=
ments on his estate here : this rivulet rises a few milesin

- the hills towards the Allegheny,and has a descent of some:
“hundred feet in that distance through a deep glen, form-
ing several very pretty cascades'and basons.—The coun-.
try watered ‘by Chartiers creek, a considerable stream.
which - enters the -Ohio a few miles below Pittsburgh, is
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extremely beautiful ; much of the soil is admirabl y adapt-
ed to cultivation, and from the picturesque variety of the
surface, 1t is susceptible of all those improvements swhich

‘men of fortune and taste might be disposed to bestow.

On the other side of the Alleglieny, Pine creek, four miles
above Pittsburgh, affords a great deal of wild and roman-
tic scenery, it is'a beautiful clear stream, bordered in
some places, with high rocky precipices, with a few pines
growing on them, and in other places by handsome vallies.
The Connoquenessing, about twenty-five miles north of
the Allegheny, has already become celebrated for the im-
portant ungrovements on its baunks, effected by some in-
dustrious Germans. Thereis a very fine soil on the bor-
ders of the stream, and the upland is well timbered. -
The country round the head of the Ohio is improving
very rapidly, and filling with inhabitants. It is perhaps,
one of the most healthy spots in the United States ; free
from stagnant waters and marshes, fevers are but liitle
known. ~Lands have augmented in price in the same pro-
portion with the town lots; it is difficult to purchase a
cultivated tract under ten or twenty dollars per acre,and
even as high as forty or fifty in the immediate vicinity of
the town. ' : o e
There are in this neighborhoed some of those scenes of
historical reminiscence, highly gratifying to Americans. .
Of'these Braddock’s field isthe most remarkable. Tt was
here that Washington first displayed these talents which
afterwards entitled him to the name of FaruEr orF HIs
coun rry.~Here, by a masterly retreat, he saved the
remnant of the defeated army. The battle ground: which
is immediqtely on the bank of the river, is often examin-
ed by the carious; the marks of balls are still visible in
many of the trees, and human hones are yet tobe seen on
the ground. - . ‘
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- “THE OHIO RIVER,

TS CHANNEL, RIPPLES, ISLANDS, SANDBARS
‘ TRIBUFARY WAUERS, TOWNS, DISTANCE
FrOM PLACE TO PLACE, Sc.

ON shoving off at Pittsburgh, if the water should be high, your - .
boat wili require but little attention, otherwise than keeping her
bow foremost aud giving headway by the application of the oars.
Butin low water, for which these directions are intended, it ve-
qitires move eivenmspection, in the first place, to prevent the
bout grounding on 2 largs flat bar at the mouth of'the Allegheny,
rearly meeting the foot of the Monongaheln bar, 'lilxex'q is, hoyv-
ol pussage between these two bars, in a direction a lit~
the Pointor junction of the two 1'iv<_jx-s, tu'.va:'(lg O'Ha-
r's ghes-works. Before you get quit- oppusite the Poiut, in-

inc totise left, and vou will getinto the chiute, keeping the foot
Mouongahel: bar oa the leit hand, and the head of that

of the Atcgheny on your vight  Frow thenee -you will find
the best water near the left shore, unidl you hegin to approach .

Ha:iiten’s ‘now Brunot’s) Ieland, No. 1, ol g
which vou runst keep to your left, taking the chute at the head of B
the island har, close to the right hand bank. This chute is nar-
row and rapid, buad sufe” and easily made, providing you pull for
it in time, otherwise there is a danger of being thrown on the
sauddbar- which ruus up a good way above the head of the
island.

Near the foot of No. 1, a bar puts out from the island, and op-
posite it on the right shore is an éxtensive shoal—in order to avoid
botly these brs, keep abont threc-fourths of the rviver to your
right, and’ withiu about 50 or 60 yards of the island, thence the
channel runs pretty elose to the foot of the island, then beavs off
to the right again, reeeiving the water of th- 1eft hand pass of the
islaud, with the sddition of Chartiers creek, which erapties in on
the tett, opposits the middle of the istand.  On this ereek, which
exterds through part of Washington eo. Pa. are some of the oldest
and best settlements in the western country. It is erossed twice
over handsome bridzes on the stige ront from Pittsburgh to
‘Washington, and it is on this ereek, near the forks, and
two - miles balow  Canonsburgh, -whers the late colonel
George Morgan attenapted an extensive scttlement, to which he
gave the name of MORGANZA.

On the left and immediately below the foot of No. 1, is a pro-
Jecting elff ealled JM’ Kees Rocks. No iisabout amile loag,
and fiaely improved by the proprietor, doctor Bruuot, well
knowu for his hospitality to strangers and friends, and his taste
in horticulture.

Irwin’s {now Neville’s) island, No. 2, three
miles helow No. 1. .4 &
At the head of thisisland is a bar putting out towards, the right
shore, therefore you must keep akiout one-third of the river to

your right,, and atthe first ripple, opposite Baldwin’s stone mill,
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feave a braker or a rock a little to your right. Thenee bear
towards. the lslan}r.l, to avoid the second, or Horse-tail ripple,
which Is about half way down the island, leaving a bar to the right,
and some breakers to the left. .

No. 2 is a fine large island, about six miles long, possessing
several tgmd farms and other improvements. It belongs to the
&mi}f' of general Neville of Pittsburgh. o

og island, No. 3, just below and joined to No.
2 by a bar.

This island, though very small, forms a considerable impediment
to this part 9f the river. The channel is uncommonly crooked,
narrow and difficult to hit, hence, the greater care is required.—
At its head a bar extends out, and obliges you to keep pretty
close to the right shore, thence pull for the island, keeping pretty
olose to it, and take the chute which runs directly across to the
left shore towards Middletown, and close under”the foot of the
island, leaving a broad flatbar to your right, on the head of which
there is a danger of grounding, withput great circumspeetion, and
hard-pulling or poling, for there is a great proportion of the riv-
er runs over this bar, but not in sufficient depth to afford a boat
channel, upless in a rise of the river; notwithstanding a channel
through the bar has been attempted by  artificial means, run-
ning in a direct line with the river above, ~ "~

After you get through the Hog istand chute and floating near
the left shore a short distance, the channel bears to the right con-
siderably, and at the distance of half or three quarters of a mile
below Hog island, having about two-thirds of the river to your -
left, you pass the Third or Woolery’s ripple, or trap.

Dead-man’sisland, No. 4, and ripple, * = = ¢
This is a very smallisland, and in fioods nothing is seen of it but-
the willews growing on it. The channel is somewhat dMfieult -
and serpentine in very low stages of the water. A bar extends
upwards from the head of the island, which forms a ripple, and
which you avoid by pulling for the right shore as soon as yon é:t
near it, leaving the head of the bar and island to the left. ~After
this first chute to the right, bear towards the island, then again
to the right shore, and then again incline to the- left, which puts
you clear of Dead-man’s ripple just below the island, where the
water, from a rocky hottom, is rough, and looks fornidable,
but is not dangerous. . . L

Big Seweekly creek, right side, .
Opposite the mouth of this creek is a sand bar, therefore, bear

pretty close on the left shore.—Here used to be an old Fregch |

fishing basket. K . . .

Log%sltown,. right bank, Indian Loggstown left .-
side. (M. D.* L1y
Here is a large sand bar running up from the left shore and ap-
proaches near the right, and between the head of it and the right
shore are large logs, the first of which keep to the right; the se-

o

15
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18%

cond and third are opposite each other; you may go between

% (M. D.) Meanin measured distance, taken from eol. Thomas
‘Hutehin’s  Table of Distances' between Fort Pitt and the mouth  sf

the Ohiﬁ.\ ;
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‘these, aud-as soon as you are past them, incline to the middle of
theriver. ‘ : -

Legionviile is just below Loggstown, on the right side of the
viver. General Wayne made an encampment here in the year
1792, prepar. tory to his campaign against the northern Indians,
which terminated in the total deteat of the latter, on the 20th Au-
gust, 1794, Some of the old chiinnies of the cabins built by gen-
eral Wayne are still standing on thre ground, which is an exten-
sive flat, high and timberless, except a thick growth of young
serub oaks.  On this flat there are considerable appearances of .
bog iron ore, as alsoin the banks of the small stream above the
-encampment which you cross on the road from Pittsburgh to
Beaver. T k

Crow’s island, No. 5, divided by a gut, 53
‘Chanrel right side close to the island. A sund bar between the
island and the right shore oceasions a bresk in the water, called -
Walker’s ripple. 'Thence to Big Beaver you have deep and gen-
tle water. N )

Duck run, left side, o : 1

Big Beaver creek, right side, (M. D.) - 4}
When ‘about a mile above the mouth of Big Beaver incline to-
wards the left shore, keeping about two-thirds of the river on
yeur right hand, in order to avoid two bars. the one mude by
the entrance of the criek, which runs down near the right side
for a few rods below the lower warehouse, and the other, catled
Johuson’s bar, a quarter of a mile below the first, and also nearr
the right shore. Below this last bar and opposite the town of
Beaver, the right shore is shoal, and affords no landing place un-
til you get down to Carr’s ferry, three miles below the creek.—
If you want to land at the town of Beaver, you must puilin just

below the Beaver bar, where you will fall into an eddy, which' |

will take you up a few rods to the Harmony warehouse, whereis
a good landing place. On coming out from the warehouse it re-
quires care (o clear Johnson’s bar which lies just below the Bea-
ver bar; keepit well to your right and pull pretty well out
into the river and there is no other impediment urtil you get
down to Carr’s ripple, which is made on the left side by the en-
trenee of Reekoon ereek, where the chunnel is nearest the right -
shore. Niblow’s ferry is -oppesite Harmeny wavehouse, and
Lawrence’s ferry opposite Beavertown. ‘T'wo-mile run putsin
on the right side two iles below the town.

Big Beaveris a lavge and valnable stream, 60 or 70 yands wide
at its mouth, and three times that breadth at the falls, four miles
from its junetion with the Ohio, shove which its navigation com-
menees for keels and small erafts, which aseend to Yonngstown,
thence to Warren, seat of justice for Trambull eo. Ohio, 50 miles
by land from its mouth. :

The falls of Rig Beaver are a sipgular, and at the same timea
valuable construction of nature. The ground on the east side of
the creek is so situated that a canal commencing at the Kead of
the falls could be constracted, and convey water enough at al}
seasons, with sufficient fall, to drive as many mills, forges, iy
nnees, &e. - as conld stand erowdwt together for the distance of-
four mileg, nay, 20 miles, if the eanal.was that Inng. and it counld
be carried ap the Ohio that far and still have fall nongh. The
falls are three piiles in length and Kave on theny at present, 4

24
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.grist and two saw mills, aforge, & fiumace. an oil and flling mill,
“and a wool and eotton earding niiclunes, aid other woirks of ntili-
ty. This place was pm‘c%m od stine yesis wgo and svtt}«.-d by
~quakers, who had views of » - manufietusing eg-
shipents. It witl requiee pitel hiow, ver to do
vh as ought tahe tiem of dotkars well ap-
ploebat this spot, wonld yield an interest. gmpqx'ior, I am of opin-
ico, to any baonking institation n e Uit vl Stutes, and mueh
! seal benefit of the community.
5, 16 niites uyp, Big Bea orks into two bran-
ks with French ereck snd Cherage, the other
and Cuyshoga; on this last branch, 35
are seversl s:lt springs.  On a north-east-
the town and set-
ienople. ¥, from the rapid
Tasnner in whieh iv tas sprung out of the forest, and frora the sin-
gittar union of its worthy i itzunts (all Germans) it has hecome
a verv interesting place, and of mueh importance in manufactures
and grieulture.

tlement of Harmony and Z»

_ BEAVER, (town of)
Is situated three quarie:s of & mile below the mouth of Big
Rerver, on a high stony plain, where the old fort M Intosh stond,
abiout two handred fect above the level of theriver. ‘T'he plain
E gly full of pebbie stones, whose surfuces would lead
to nie opinion thet they had been rounded by the f iction of the
wii's of the Ohio, to have pertormed which, the bed of that riv-
»aust have been two hundred feet higher than it is at present.
=y other appearances in this quarter of the eountry, go to jus-
tifv this hypothesis. Zeaver was laid out on a large seale, in
1707-8, and established the seat of justice for Beaver county,
Pean. It has a court-house, a jail, a market house, a post and
priuting office, about 10 or 50 houses a good denl scatteied, a
nuinber of mereantile stores and public inns. The inhabitants
experienced at first mueh inconverience in getting a supply of
water, which, for sever s was conveyed throngh pipes from
a spwing a: the base of a hill hulf'a mile back of the town. -~ After
scveral unsuecessful aiterpts, a well at length was sunk, which
gives a supply. It is npwards of 100 feetin depth, and (he
wareris drawn by a windiass. Uhere has been lately estiblished
in fleaver, an ektensive brewery, by Mr. George Grier, whose
beer s esteemed at Natehez and New Orleans Beaver has noth-
ing in ittoinvite sertlers, buta due attention to manufactures,
as living Is cheap, may increase the growth of the town to some
ireportance.
Gre nile below the town keep between some large breakers
and the left shore.
Rackoon creelr, left side,

This ereck makes 2 ripple—channel nearest vight share.

{s. 6, first island below Beaver, § a mile long,
Chanrel left side, middle of the river. No 6 lies near the right
side, and is very small.

No. 7, second island. abeut one wile long,
Channel rightside, pretty close to the right bank, at the head
of No. 7, is a smart chute, ’ )

£y
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s
_No. 8, Grape island, half a mile Jong,"
Chaunel - left side, elose to'the island—It lies rathér nedrest
the right shore. ~ * N
GEORGE TOWN,~ X R
A village of Beaver county, situated on thé Teft bank of the
river, on a plain similar in height and formation to the one at
Beavertown. It contains one stove, a post oifice, a tavern or
two, and a few other scattered buildings, apparently on the de-
eline. A few yards tfrom the opposite shore, a little above the
town, a spring rises {rom the bed of the river. throwing out
bituininous oif, similar to “what'is called séncea oil, supposed to
proceed from a bed of mineral coal embowelled beneath the ri-
ver. In alow state of the water the swmell of wne oil is scusibly
felt on crossing at Georgetown. .
Channel past the-town is about the middie of the river.
Little Beaver creek, right side, (M. D.)
This1s a ereck of Colurbiana connty, Ohio,and « valuable stream
for water works, affording water at 1l seasons of the year, and a
fine fali for seats. Near the mouth are'two grist and one saw mill,
and a mile above these is an extensive paper mill, ereet-d in
18U7-8, by Muessrs. Coulter, Beaverand owman, Three niles
above this last, is the Frankiin puper mili, just got into opera-
tion, erected and owned by Cramer, Spear and Eiehbaum.
Here also is a -sawmll, tanyard, blacksmith shop, amd tie
company purpose making several other useful manufacturing es-
tablishments, for: which the seat and "water is admirably e
lated. Above this establishment ave 2 nuinber of saw amt grist
mills, furnaces and forges, aud on the west fork, is a cotton card-
ing, spinning and weuving establishment, by Muv, Corkér, from
Manchester, England, and others, for carding wool and eotton.
At the upper grist mill near the mouth of the ereek, is ahaul-
some avched brudge, substantially made and well covered in, add-
ing great facility to emigrants and travellers passing into the state
of-Qhio trom this quarter.
Now Lishon, the seat of justice for Columbiana county, Ohin,
a theiving village, is finelysituated on the north-eastern brauch,
of Little Beaver; a d above itis the village of Salem, in the same
county. * OUn the “eastern branch near the head of the ereck,
Greershurgh is sitnated, in Beaver coanty, Pa. 12 mites nowth of
the town of Beaver.  Phis last town has 2 handsome stoue acad-
emy, and is on the roul from Beaver to Warren.
Mill creek, left side, .
Here the state line between Pennsylvania and Virginia on the
otz sile, and Ohio axd Pennsylvania on the other, ervosses the
river, ranning a due novth ‘and south direction.
No. 9, ¥ill crezk istand,
It is aboat a quarter of a mile long, and one below Little Bea-
ver creek—ehannel on the left side—at the upper end of the
islnd keep elose to the left shore, leaving a small bar covered
with grass to the right, then hear towards the island, until yon
are near the lower end of it, then keep about the middle of the
rviver,

Q
P
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e

Nw. 10, Custard’s island,  of a mile below No. 9,

Channel left side, close to the lower point of the island.
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FAUCGETSTOWN,
Is a small village on the right bank, half a mile below Ne. 10.
About amile betow this town,

wattie Yellow creek putsin on the right side,
And about two miles below it, and two above Buker’s island, isa

Sand bar in the middle of the river,

Ghasnel right side.

Baker’s Island, No 11, (ending just above Big
Yeliow creek) :

Best channel right, close to the right shore at the upper end of
the istand. . .

Big Yellow creek, right side, 63
Channel pretty clese to the left shore. Up this ereek are sever-
al salt works, where has been made considerable quantities of
szt :

No. 12, Neasly’s cluster of small islands,
Channel right side, one-thivd over from thé right shore at the
upper end, tien bone towards the island bar 300 o1 400 yavds
down, leuving a small bar to the right, then turn short over to-
wards the vight shore.

No. 13, Tumbleston’s Island, (and a small one
below it} 2
Chanvel left side, between a snag near the shore and the island.
Jaust brlow the island to the right is a sand bar, and 2 little below
it to the left is another bar—there is no difficulty in going be-
82,
ton’srun and mill, right side.

-Sorse tavern, left side,
Just below is White's tavern, a little below which are high bro-
ken eliifs on the left, and a shovt distanee below these is

King’s creek, left side, and a tavern.

Brown’s Island, No. 14, 4
On the right of thisislend is a mill-dam, channel close to the
left shore for 50 yards, thence towards the island keeping it to
your right. On the left a steep and high bill presents itself to
Siew. Below No 14 is a rifiple, keep clese to the left shore. -

Island creel comes in on-the right side, opposite the middle
of Bl-(_nvn’s island, and on which are several valuable flour mills,

Will’s ceek, right side, 5
Channel close to the left shore, thence to Harman’s ereek keep
nesrabout the middle of the river, it being filled with logs and rocks.

Just abeve this ereck on arock under the hill there may be
seraped up, especially after a shower and a warm sun, a fine
white salt. And onthe top of the same hill there is a spot
where in winter the snow is ohserved to smoke as if
ocessioned by the internal heat of the earth. Atthe mouth of
this creek is M’Causlin’s flour mill.

Harman’s creek, left side, (Holliday’s Cove)
Here is o werehouse, and is a principal place for the delivery of
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S'I'EUBENVILLE,

¥s handsomely situatud on a sceond bank, and oceupies with its
out-tots, a vury flue boitna. o the river, ndl aud extenstve, and
web foemed.  The pe ne trating eyes of Jimes Ross esq of
Pittshurgh, and Bazii Weis esq. of th.s town, own.nw the fand,
and roresceing the probuble progress of settiements v the now
state of Ohio, il out 2 town on their ground in the year (798-9,
and in honour of the famous wilitary oh.muu 1, Baron Steuben,

caticd it STeUsanvizie. The toan baving had a favourable
baginning, with several favoursdis eircumstances combined. it
pro'-ressvd rapidly and now contains about 150 dweliings, some
of which are handsome brick buiidings. It being the seat of
Jjustiee for Jefferson county, Ohio, has a spacious biick court-
liouse, which was built in 18’17 and a stone jajl, The preshyte-
rians hdu a neut brick maemw-ho\m and the towa is aceni-
nmodated with a market-house, whwh, on macket<lays, affords
a good :uppiv of meat, fowis, vegetabics, batter, cheese fish, &e.
Aland officé was early thubu.sl d here for the saie of Corm-«a;
lands. ]

A bank was established in Steubenville in 1809, with a eapital
of 100,000 dollars, and 8. power to Licrease it to 500.400—~Bazit
\"'FL‘HQ, president. & newspapor i dssued w"vkh The towa
Luis about 12 stores, several well accommodaged .mu.u. inns.
sehools of the town are wiler prety good 1 ion. The elti-
zens are industeions and hospitdile, and they aie beginning totur
thelr attantin to the establislinent of domestie manufietuies,
woollen and cotton particadaly.

“ The Steubenville Sgeam Mill Company,” ave erecting
buildings in whieh itis intensled to manathetare floar and eotion
eioths, and to putup atitt-haniner, And Messes, Ross and Bald-
win of Pittshurgh  and Wells and Patterson of this place; have
established a manufietory for wnullvnh, with tha e rpual of about
40,000, The steam powerds used. A farze popér mill s
eiceting by Messrs. Seott and Bayless, in which they purpose to
apply the steun power,

There are severa] viluable erist mills near Steubenville, which
sen:l a great deal of nae to New-Orleuns.  The town hss a
post-nffice receiving und dischnrging the public mail weekiy —
he fuelused is minersl cond wnd woal.  Among the iugenious
mechanies of Steubenville, is a M Ross, who makes printing-
presses of an excellent kind, - Frow Pittshargh to Siéubenvitle
by tand it is (m!) 38 miles, ina SW. rln'cct.ou, by wateritis 73
aniles

“A vun one mile betow QIteuhurmHe, vight Side. A short Ais-
tunee below this ran is a bad np e, chunnel b ose’to the right
shore.

No. 15, Minzo bottom island,
Channel on dm riwht sidn,
Indian.Cross creek, riLwht side.
Virginia Cross creek, left sid e, opposite each

other, ' M.D.) -
From a mile below these ereeks to (‘hat'ksmwn, ‘ceup pretiy
close to the right hand shore. ot

*houttwo iles below thes’ creeksis arippie, chanuel close

G 2

77
73
9 7s
2702




NAVIGATOR.




NAVIGATOR,.

CHARLESTOWN, 24

This is a town ef Brook county; Virginia, and has a handsome
situation on a high bank of the Olio. 1t eontains about 80 dwell-
ings, has a small court-house, a - jail, a pillory,* a post office, an
academy, public inns, several stores, and twe or three large
warehouses, from whieh are delivered annuaily, vast quantities
of flour for the New-Orleans market, there being a number of
valuable merchant millsin the neighbourhood, which deposit
their floar here to wait the rising of the waters.  Buifilo ereck
joins the Ohio just below the town, over which there was erected
in 1812, a handsome chuin bridge, on the plan of judge Fin-
ley’s, of Fayette county, Penn. Charlestown is a considersble
place of embarkation, and boats can be had here generally, at a

short notice.. From Pittsburgh by land, on the stage route .

through Canonsburgh, Washington, and Middletown, it is 50
miles to Charlestown, in a S. W.direction. Mr. William M<Cla-
ncy conduets a manutictory of delf wure in Charlestown; and
M. Bukewell has an esteunsive stone ware manufactory at
the upper end of the town ; a large neat warchouse has heen re-
cently erected at the water’s cdge, four stories high from low
water mark, from the upper story of whieh the flour is let down
into the boat by pullies and windlasses, at the vate of from three
to five barrels in a minute.

The channel past Charlestown is nearest the left shore.

Beach bottom _bar, channel right side, Zef# 2

Lguatly 9799+  WARREN,

Is a small village just aliove the mouth of Indian Short creek,
in Jefferson county, Ohio.  Atthe mouth of the creek is a ware-
house, for the deposite of flour.  Boats are sometimes built here.
llere, as well as at Gharlestown, is a ferry for wagons and horse.
men crossing into the state of Ohio.

Virginia Short ereek comes iv opposite Indian Short creck.—
Atits mouth is a flour warchouse, and a good tavern kept by
Mr. Siroms.  Thereis a bridge across this ereek, at present out
of repair. :

There is aripple just below these ereeks—the best channel is
rather nearest the left shore at the end of the bar made by Vir-
ginia Short ereek, whieh shoots out a considerable distance into
the river . . .

No. 16, Pike island, channe] right side,

- No. 17, Twin islands, just below No. 16.
Channel vight sile, keeping close to the lower point of the
“uppermost one, - Glenn’s run, right side, two miles below T'win
islands, channel opposite the run ¢lose to the right shore.

No. 18, Wheelingisland, about a mile long,
Channel left side. At the upper ends of the island, kept pretty
close to the left shore, until you see the town, then bear towards
the island to avoid some logs near the left shore.  After passing
the town, kecp near the middle of the river. . Across the river,
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* What a pity that an enlightened people, in an enlightened age, should
so fay loose sight of the eammen prineiples oi hamauity, as to set before
the door, or public svat of justice, such a disgraceful, inhuman, «nd say-

age machinery of punishment.
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on the right side of this island, there is_ a rope fixed from bauk
to bunk to faeditate the ” passage of the ferry fats, but wiugh
prevents the descentof boats:- )

No. 18 is « fine large istand, well farmed, and owned by col.
Zanes, a very respectable oid gentleraun, and amony the finst
adventurers to the coantry. . L . .

1ndian Wheeling ereek puts in ou the right :ide opposite Wheel-
ing istand, just above whose mouth is a smali vitlage called Can-
ton, contiining a few senttered houses. .
WHEELING, (town of) .
Fronis the Ohio on a high gravelly bank, opposite the middle of
the istand, and having inmediately back of the wwn, Wheeling
ereck hill, which s steep und lofty, and so parrow at the top, that
in sowme places theve is searcely room for a wagon to pass along,
and nearly a perpendieatsr precipice to the bottom of the ereck.
TlLis singular jorned backbone, as'it were, between the Ohio
and Wheeling ereck, slopes off’ gradually intoa fine bottom just
below the town and sbave the mouth of the creek, Luat which
is considerably lower than the ground on which Wheeling stands,
and in some seasous has been koown to be inundated by the
floods. There ave on-this bottom an excelent pubiie inn, a
warchouse, a boat vurd, snd a rope walk, and some other
buildings. Immediately above the mouth of the ercek there
© used tostand a fort, serving as a froutier post during the wurs
with the Indians. g

In consequence of the hill just mentioned, and which erowds

the town close to the hank of the river, Wheeling has Lut one

strect, which is thiekiy built en for a gnarter of a mile in.

length, The town has about 115 dwellings, 11 swores, two pot.
o of stone  wate, 2 mavkit-house, and it hed in 1508=0, a
printine offiee, a borkstooe, and library ;- the two first quit the
town {r want of publie patronege, the last is still apbeld by the
eitizens.  The mail stage from Philadelphia, Baitimore, ke, ar-
rives heve twice a week, by way of Pittsburgh, Washington aud
Charlestown ; thenee westward the madl s despatehed ovee a
wesk on horses, . .

Thetown has a court-house and juil, it being the seat of justice
for Ohio connty, Virginia Itis 58 miles S. W. of Pittshurgh,
aul 110 W. by N of Camberland.  The hills about Whie
cattain a-good rainceral conl. which is used as fuekh
thorong through Wheeling, of emigrants and travellers into
the state of Ohio and down the tiver, s verv greatin the il and
sp iz s2usons. . Bouts ean deseend from this pluce u all seasons

© of the vea , and thos- anine down the Ohio {rom Muarviwme and
the lover partsof Vi

nia, it the water be too low at Browns-
vilie, pusson t0 Whealing forembarkation, where boats nud oth-
€r preesssary. provisions' ean be had at » short natice.

8z, Clairseille, a thriving town, ard sent of justice for Bel-
mont county, Dhio, is handsomely seated on high Lilly ground,
inthe midut 0f a fine vich settlement. eleven miles west, from
Whesling, on the divect road to Chilicothe, Limestone, &e.
., Mou19, M¢Mahon’s or Boggs® Island.
€hinme! at the upper end, nesr the left shore, at the lower end,
near the istand. -

M¢Mahon’s creek, left side,

~
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. , PULTNEY, 105
A sg all village on the right bank of the river, in Belmont eoun-
ty, C _hio. E

Little Grave creek Bar, 341083

This bar lies in the middle, and occupies half the breadth of the

rviver. The best and deepest channel is between it and the right

showi—-tht_a left hand channel is narrow, shallow and difficult.
Tomlinson’s ferry, at the.mouth of Little Grave

ereek, left side,

This ereek is so small, and so filled vip with brush and logs, that
it scarcely deserves the name of a creek, and will not be recog-
nised as such by the passenger, [a]* . .

The hillsof Grave creek furnish,a good mineral coal and “
the ancient mounts and fortifications on Mr. Tomlinson’s place’
ave very intevesting.T N -

“'T'he - Big Grave, as it is ¢alled, is a most astonishing
mound. Wé measured the perpendicular height and it was six--
ty-seven feet and a half. By the measurement of George Mil-
ler, esq. of 'Whecling, it is sixty=eight feet. Its sides are quite
steep, The diameter of the top is fitty-five feet: but the apex
seems to have caved inj for the present summit forms a basin,.
three o four feet in depth. Not having 2 surveyor’s chain, we
eould not take the ciceumference, but judged that its base cover.-

¥ See Appendix.

108

t Theappearance of ancient remains at this place are well worth a-
visit from every man of observation who may pass near them. The big.
mound, orgrave, as it is. called, is an objeet, which on. approsehing it,
will ventare to affirm, will surprise and astonish any man more than he:
isaware of. It is at present.in the woods, and a quarter of a mile from Mr,
Tomlinsons in a 8. W. direction. On coming close to this mound you
are surprised at its mountain-like appearanee, and the darkness ocessioned
by the height of the trees on its summit over those on the plain below.
Its perpendicular elevation isabout 75 feet, 180 yards in cireumference
around its base, and 40 around its flat on the top. It appears to be a ve=
¥y regular eirele, and forms in its rising, an angle of about 80 degrees—
"T'he centre of its top is sunk in perhapsfour feet, forming a basin of that

- depth and about eight orten feet over. lts summit bears an aged white-
osk of 4 feet in diameter, and its sides ave richly clad with a Juxariant
growth of all the different kinds of trees of the forest, and of the same
size and appearance. It stands on an extensive plain, having ueither ditch
nor rising ground near’it, nor can it be diseovered where the vartli, of
which it is formed has been taken from. Bast of the hig mound, there
are several small ones in the open fields, and a sumber of fortifications,
whose particnlar demensions [ did not take. - I have seen a number of
these mounds in Pennsylvania, * Ohio, Virginia and Kentueky,. and have
heard and read of others, but they all fall short of - the size and astonish«
ing magnitude of the one at Grave ercek.  On this plain and immedintely
amidst the smaller mounds and. fortifications, Mr. 'ownlinson luid out &
town ahout twenty-five years ago, which he caleulated would be chosen
for the seat of instice for Ohio county, Virginia, but Wheeling being fixed
on for that purpose, Mr. "Tomlinion’s town went to decay; an appearance,
however, of an old town still remains, T
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ed maore than halfan acre. Itis overgrown with Jarge treeson ali’

sines. Near the top.is a white-oak of three feet diameter; one
still larger grows ou the eastern side about half way down. The
mound sounds holiow. Undoubtedly its contents wiil be nume-
rous, curious, and caleulated to develop in a farther degree the
hi-tory of the antiquities which abound in this part of our coun-
t,, - D

Hd:t a rile below thtle Grave creeL is

Big Grave creek, left side.
Chanel right shor e—-Just beiow Big Grave ereek~is Grave
creck u/ ple—chdnuel half way over from the left bank aut’lb
head ol thie Tippie, thence elose in to the right shore. & 5‘,@ ,

side in very low w qter though 1t isn and dlﬂi-

ight, f.hem bemg a smd a mue to the leit, Juct
beipw the foot of the<igiand. teft of this sand bar there is
another channel, having ged log on the left hand—Both of
tiwsc ch.muds are 0

il side of Captina is good when the 11v a little up,
Cre the broadest and safest, though there are some Took
#ic bed.

Captina creek, right side, § of a mile below
No. 20. )

Baker’s Station, left bank, channel left shore,

No. 21, Wood’s or Fish creek island.
Channel on the right side of the island in iow water. Cresaf’sis
Jjustabove No. 21, leftside.

Fish creek, Teft side, just below No. 21,
At the mouth ot’ this creek is a ferry and town—A little below it
on the left side is 2 lurge tract of land called Butler’s tr.et.

No. 22,
s u jarge mHow bar, about a mzle below Fle. ere: k——chalmcl
nearest the left shore.

Sunfish creek, right sxde,

Op.)saﬂ.ﬂ creek, right side,

Proctor’s run, left side {Charles Wells, jun. just
above it,)
Jast below this run is a sand bar—left channel close to the bar,
leaving it a little to the left.

1~hmw creek, left side, and Martin’s btatwn,

Just bexow is asand bar—best chanuel s on the right sice of'it.

The river here winds considerably to the right, w hen you enter
the head ol

Long Reach and Peyton’s Island, No. 23,

1n this RL weh, which is wm.u-lmbw straight, and about 17 miles
long, are five islands, fir :t

Peyton’s Island, No. 23.
Williamson's Islard No. 24.

* Haws‘s's Tonr:

2126
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Pursley’s Island, No. 25. st 777 2220, b
Wilson’s island, No. 26. ) et ege
Jonn Williamson’s 1sland, No. 27"
All of which keep to the feft. Opposite Wilson’s island, on the-
right side, Mill ereck enters, having a bridge across its mouth.
Wells’ tavern and fing farm, left side, 9
Here vesides Mr. Charles Wells, sen. about half way down the
reachand between No. 25 and No..26. After a youthful and vig-
ovous lif: spent in toil, dangers, and fatigues ineident to a new
frontier country, to which Mir. Wells moved (in 1776) while yeta
boy, he has now seated himseIf here on a fine farm, having a beau- .
#ifal view of the Ohio, and where he erjoys all that plentitude and.
‘happiness, with his numerous family [6] which oughtto be en-
joved by evety man in the happy decline of life, when these
blessings have been obtained by virtue and industry. Indeed the se-
renity and sage like physiognomy of M. Wells, justify the conclu-
siou, that his wealth and happiness rests on no cther foundation.
¢ Blessed are the fruits of a virtuous life—blessed he who
holdeth out to the end, and soberiy enjoveth, in his old age, the
good things procured. by his youthful labors.”” Mr. Wells has
also a fine garden in which is reeognized the monthly, straw&lry 5
of which T ate exeellentfruitin Qctober. g,.-, t; Fere S ,_,,ff';g
End of Long Reach, A/sgfuc, 1 ¥ 77 7
A little below the end of Long Reaeh is a large har on the left—
shannel bears pretty elose to the right shore, near whieh are
some logs, deepest water insid e of the logs but may go on ei-
ther side of them. Half a mile below this bar is Stoney creek,
right side.

- At 55t Little island No. 28, Bat island No. 29, 4]
Joee n—’;‘:’ These islands stand abreast, the smallust to the left, and are
g “-connected by a bar, channel richt side. Opposite No. 28, a ereck
r"”/ﬂ entevs on the rightside. No 281is § of a mile long.
- ,,,Ai’ﬂ" Middle island No. 30, lies clese to the left shore, and begine
“AC fi’ about a quarter of a rile below No. 28 =nd No. 29. Middle
o ’):, 24‘ island ereck enters baek of Middle island.  No. 30 is abont two
V miles long, and has but a small channel on its left side—channel
right sile French.creek puts in on the right side a little below No.
30, just below which onthe right benk is the newly commenced
villaye of Newport, in Washington eounty, Ohio.
First of the Three Brothers, No. 31, is small and lies partly
:}'K:veast of the upper end of Second Brother, and near the left
cre.
Second Bruther, No. 52, lies in the middle of the river, and
opposite it on the vight side Stab creek enters.
Thin Brother, No. 33, ties just below No, 52, and in range with
* it—channel past the Brathers on the right side.
From Little island to Third Brother, £

Just below Third Brother near the left shoreis a small willow
#slend, 2nd a sand Lar—channel near the right shore. .
“Bull ereek. risht side, 4
From ahove this ereek krep nearthe richt shore for two miles.
Little Muskineum river,” rizht side,

[
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Has ahandsome bridgeover its mouth.

179
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‘No. 54, Buvall’s island,

Best channel right shorve.

Duck creck (opp site No. 34, right side) channel ene-third
-gver from the mwouth of the ereek, then bear over for the istand
asmall distance, then agaiu for the right shore, thence about the
middle of the riveruntil you are nearly opposite the entrance of
the Muskingum, when you mist incline rapidly towards the left
shore to avoid a'large ugly bm:&wﬁpos:xte the mouth of that river.

Muskingum* river, right side, :
The floods of this river throw out logs and snags, which are fas-
‘tened on a bar opposite its mouth, consequently the channel is
thrown over pretty close towérds the left bank of the Ohio.

The Muskingum is a fine gentle river, 250 yards wide at its
mouth, and navigable without any obstructionsto the Three Legs,
110 miles up, with large™batteaux, and to a little lake atits
‘head 45 miles further, with smaller ones; from thenee by portage
of about one wile, a communication is opened to lake Erie, *
through Cityahioga, which at its mouth is wide and deep enongh
to receive lurge sloops from the lake.  The legislature of Ohio
has passed a law to raise by way of lottery the sum of 12,000 dol-
lars for improving the navigation &f ‘these two rivers. The Big
salt spring is 8 miles from the river and 50 from Marietta ; it
yields water sufficient to keep 1000 gallons constantly boiling, ten
of whieh yield a quart of superior salt. . At the mouth of this
river a ferey bost is carried vapidly across by means of a vope
extending from bank to bank, and a windlass ingeniously worked
av each end. :

MARIETTA,

is finely situated at the mouth of the Muskingum, having about
90 houses on ‘the upper and 30 on the opposite bank, where
Fort Harmar formerly stood. A bank was established here in
the summer of 1807, capital 100,000 dollars, of which Rufus Put-
nam is President. Ship building is earried on here (1807)
with spirit.—It has one printing office, a2 post office, two rope
walks, a court-bouse, a market house, an academy, two church-
es, and a steam flour mill, to which is attached a carding ma-
chine. 7The inhubitants are principally New Englanders, whose
industry isas proverbial as their system of life is cconomical, mor-
al and religious. About a mile above Mariutta and on the bank
-of the Muskingum are some cusious remains of ancient fortifica-
tions [¢] Marietta is the seat of justice for Washington county,
Ohio, Lat 39° 38" N. Long. 82° 9* W. About 146 miies sonth-
west of Pittsburgh by lasd. e

Notwithstanding their high bold banks, Marietta is subject to
the inundations of the rivers, and sometimes to loss and great
fneonvenience on this peconnt.  The Jand a small distance up the
Muskingum is considerably higher than where the presenttown
stands, and the inhabitants, it is presumcd, wi'l not wait to be told
of the propriety of seeking higher ground for their futare buitd-
ings. - What natare performs in one period, she may, and most
probably will, perform in anothcer.—There can be little doubt but
that the site of Muarictta has been made by the operstion of the
1and and waters, and we have wo reason to induce us to believe.
i e

* Au Indixn name Sgnifying « The ElR's eye.”
g

2

1181




86

NAVIGATOR.

 Maricta
4,

(1 St . .
5 3“"5‘90‘\"‘30}%\“;3‘0‘\?\9OI.I 3“}1,'1



NAVIGATOR, -
affierwise thart that the future floods of the rivers may be as
reat as those must have been which have made that and other
ottoms along the: river, and there is reason to believe that the
seasons of high waters and hard winters are again returning to the
western country, which for twenty years or more absented them-
selves to some other clime. The same thing is observed of the
risings of the Mississippi, whicli depends for its floods altogether
on those ofthe northern rivers. Forty or fifty years dgo, it was

cbiserved by an old inhabitant of Louisiana, that the Mississippi -

began to decrease in its risings, and continued to decrease gradu-
ally for twenty years, and these last twenty years, it has been ob-
served by a gentleman of accuracy, toincrease yearly and by
such gradual steps as not to'be generally noficéd, in consequence

the banks have, within ten years back, got a eonsiderable popu- -

tation, which is now obliged to’ retreat, half ruined, and abandon
totally the fertile farms formed with mach labour and difficulty.
1a the risings of the Mississippi in 1811, the inhabitants were

rauch injared, but in 1813, all have been -obliged to fly, except. -
tho-e protected by strong levees, and many of these suffered from

the levees giving way: 1In this year the river at Natchez was
higher by -about eighteen-inches, than ‘in ‘1811, amd in conse-
quence the losses of crops and stock have been Leyond caleula-
tion.” f)ue million of dollars worth of corn, cottonand stock are
the estimated losses of the county of Coneordia, and thisis not the
greatest loss, for the whole of the inundated lands are now con-

sidered " as not worth possessing, which thtee or four ‘years ago _

were thotght to be invaluable, and selling at great prices. I
mention this circumstance of the south'as admenitors to- the in-
habitants bordering the northern rivers. .

Thé first sea vessel on the western water's was a brig called the

St:"Clair, of 120 tons burden, built at Marietta by Commadore

Preble in 1798 or 799, who ‘descended the Ohio and Mississippi

in ‘her, went to the Havanna, and thengeto Philad elphia; where -

helsold her: - . Lo e

Zanesville, the'seat of justice for Muskingum: eounty; is seat-
edon the east side of the Muskingum river, 50 miles by land a-
bove Marietta. - Lt contains (1807) 60 families. 1t is now (1810)
made the seat of government of the state of Ohio, and in conse-

quence has taken a rapid start in improvernents, baildings and bu- =

siness. T'he falls of the Muaskingum at this place are ughly sus<
ceplibleof great improvements,-and the establishinent of'the va-
rious kinds of water works, for manufactures, would be made
here to great advantage.—Licking,'a valuable mill stream, pats
in from the west side just above the town. Zanesville is well
supplied with a fine mineral or stone' coal froni'the adjacent hills,
and the viver affords excellent fish to every table. The great
leading iroad: from* Pittsburgh . to Kentucky, goes - through
Zanesville; which generally keeps it alive with movers and trav-
ellers, - Springfield, opposite Zanesville, is also a thriving viflage,

Besides - these towns, there arve on the Muskingum abeve
Zauesvile, the villages of 'Wakatomaka, Tuskarowa, Newcom-
evstown, Salem,” Gnadenhutten, Shoenbrun, Pliladelphia, Gar-
tentown,” Bethlebem, Kingston, and Caleutta, nearits head—
and Fort Lawrence, a little below where Sandy creek joins the
river, -

Mill:creek; right side: .
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. Muskingum Island, No. 35,
Channel right side—near the lower end is a bar, Xeep necar the
right shore.  No. 35 is about 24 miles long.
Second Island, No 30, ‘
Channel left side.  No. 36 is about half a mile long, and a mile
below No. 55, Opposite the head 'of No. 36 a creek enters on
the lett side, with a bridge acrossits neuth; alittle below which,
is the settlement of Fienna, extending two miles on a fine rich
and extensive bottom of the river.
Third, or James’ island, No. 37,
Chunnel right side, in the middle of which is a large log. At
the head of No. 57, on the right bauk. is the farm and tavern of
M. Coles, 2 New Englander.  No. 37 is about amile and a half
long. just helow it Congress creek puts in on the right side.
Little Kenhawa river, left side,

s a long serpentine stream, heading in the first range of north-
ern moantains, having Juneus and severs] other erecks tributary.
WO0OD COUNTY COURT-HOUSE
Stands immediat-ly shove the month of the Little Kenhawa.—
The town ie sall and nat of much business, but from its situa-
£on mav rize o importauce- chunnel past the town is near

the middle of the river.
BELPRE SETTLEMENT
Ts ori the risht <kl of the Olio, opposite Little Kenhawa, ex-
teixls several miles on the river, and ends about the foot of Bian-
nerhasset’s island. 'This is a rich and pleasant settlement of
‘Washington county, Ohio.
P s Blannerhasset’s Island, No. 38,

) »!""dhannel right side. In the channel opposite the head of the
St/ e island are a namber of Togs and snags, easily avoided however, by
1t is shaut two miles long.  Opposite it on the vight is a
fui high bluf bark of the Olio, and at its foot two smull

,‘: o Gubfisiands
o Hor "t1is island was hut lately celebrated for its elegant buildings,
22 ‘ﬁ“ [;‘fm“‘ ¢ improvements of taste. Its former owner, Mr. Blan-
2% ’ﬂb mervimsset, an Irish gentleman, left it, and shortly after, its build-
o~ { ings were burnt to the ground, the stacks of chimnies only re-
1 t‘:" s~ Jmainingas sorrowful monuments of their former greatness. The
. island is now owned by a Mr. Miller, of Lexington, K. whofarms
[;,;/ it with hemp, corn, &e. There is a fine apple orchard on it,

, and the soii is remarkably fertle. ;
7‘,0"# vf ittle Hockhocking river, right side, .
o

*

Ay
B

“hanuel right side, sbout half way between the bar and the right
ore at the head of the island, there being a small bar to the
ht. There is a cavern just above Newbury.

Mustaphy’s island, No. 40, 1
hannel right site. At the lower end, keep well to the right
ore tn avoul a sand bar on the left.

Great Hockhocking river, right side,’
his is a considerable river of Ohio state, navigable 79 milas.—-

oh L

Newbury settlement and island, No. 39, 21
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*NEW LANesSTER,* the seat of justice for Fairfield county, Ohio,
is a'new and tiving town, situated at its head. On this river
are (uarric, of firee stoue, ines of ivon ore, and one of lead is
sail to h: ve been diseovered, salt springs and coal also abownd.~
On the Great Hockhocking, 14 miles below New Lancaster,a  f~ -
paper mill is vow, [ 18107 erecting by the Messrs. Pitchers, A-
bout 25 miles up :lockhocking, Jlthens, & thriving village with
an acadeiny, is fively situdted In a high, healthful country; it is
the seat of justice for Athens county, Ohio. 7'roy, a newly laid
out town, is situated immediately above the mouth of Hockhoek-
ing,’on the bank of the Ohio. ~ *

. Lee’s creek, left side, '
ﬁellgvil.le, a seattering vitlage, lett bank, just below Lee’s creek;
it oceupies.a fine high'bluff; and sn extensive rich bottom of the
river.' . .

Channel~Three quarters of a ‘mile above Belleville, a bar
puts out from the left shore; here keep pretty close to the right
bauk; theuee the “channel, in consequence of a bar on the right
shore, bears hard over towards'the town. * -

Belleville island, No. 41, * §217
Channel right side— At the foot of No 41, the channel runs pret-
ty ctosé to the 'right shore, though part of the water draws
stroagly deross the foot of the bar to the left, which you must be
on yvour guad to avoid.

Pond creek, left side, -

Channel left shore. .

Devil’s Hole, a remarkable cavern on the right side, just above
Shade rivér; it is in the face of a roek, about Lalf way up asteep :
Lill close to the viver. . :

Shade river, right side; - Y221
Channel—In higlr'watzr hug the left hand point, or you may be
thrown against rocks above snd below the mouth of the river.—

One mile below Shade river, are two burs, opposite each ather,
chainel goes between them, in' the middie of the river, rather
inclining to the right shory. ' i

About three miles further on, ave fwo other bars, one opposite
a sniall ereck on the left; the other just below it, charinel to the
right of both bars. T ,

Amberson’s Island, No. 42,5 R €22
Channel right side—Tt is rapid water and narrow, logs on each
side and rocks in‘the bed of the viver, therefore it riquires atten-
tion to the boat’s way, and hands at the oars, which, with care,
will ‘clear all' with'cas.—At the foot of the island the channcl
ehutes out into the middle of the river. . Half 2 mile below No.
42 is a fat ledge of rocks on the left shore—Thié channel there

isin the middle of the river. This ledge of rocks continues on
the same side betow tlie island _No. 42 is about a mile long [e]. -

Little Sandy creek qut_s in"opposite No. 42, on the left side. o

Big “andy creelk, left side;, - 4231
A milé ahove this creck a flat chain of rocks begin on the right
shore; and continues near a mile below—Chavnel near the mid-
dle of the river, until you get below the creek, then it runs pret-’

413
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* For an account of the ¢ Standing Roek;’ neax New Lanepstos, gy
‘pote [d] in the Appendix.
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- ty rapidly and close to the left bank. Just as the first ledge of
rocks quits you on the right, another ledge eomunences on the
left as the river winds to the right.  The river here is unusuaily
narrow, channel about midway between this last ledge of rocks
and the right shore. R i .

Large sand bar, with willows on it, 4
Channel right shore.” Just below the foot of this bar, is a ledge of
rockson the right shore—channel pretty close to the rocks. Old
Towa ereck comesin on the right side opposite this bar.

‘Tanner’s run, right side,

Just below this run on the left side of the river, is a sand bar, the
channel runs to the right of the bar. oo

George’s or Goose Island, No, 43, 2248
Atthe head of this island on the vight shore, is a large sand bar—
channel ruus near the head of the islund and on the right side of
it. When you get one-third down bear towards the right shore:
through the bar, leaving two breakers on your left hand. . At the
toat of the island is another bar, which keep to the. left. There
is a pase between this last bar and the foot of the island, but not
s0 good as the one to the right.  No. 43 isabout a mile long.

Big and Little Mill creek, left side. )

Two milesblow these a large run enters on the right side.
~Island No. 44, below head of No. 43,

Channel past the head of this island is near the right shore, then

it runs towards No. 45 whieh lies immediately below it, keeping

No. 45 also on your left hand ; from which the channel bears

rather nearesi. the right shore to Letart’s rapids, half a mile be-

low the font of No. 45. The river here winds much to the right.

Letart’s Rapids, :

Channel—The chute through the rapids is rather nearest the
richt shore, and shews itself by a sheet of smooth water extending
Lelow the main rinple on eithersile, and which seems from above -
to come to a point below. Enter the centre of this sheet of wa-
ter as near as may be, and keep your hoat under good head way
until you get through the rough water below the rapids, and
there will be no diffieulty in passing them.

- At the Rapids, is a machinery for towing boats up them. Just
beloy is a guist mill.—Hcre, on the right vide of the river, are
fine extensive and fertile bottorns aad some good farms; on the
Teft side are some farms, and a stupendous hill juts i::to the water’s
edze at the rapids, the primary ¢ause, most probably, of the riv-
er’s making so greata bhend to the right, not having been able to
bresk through the barrier ere its arrival at this spot, which evia
dently hears marks of some of nature’s greatest l«bors. :

A mil» and a half below these rapids is a harmless sand bar on
the right shore, with some “snags on, tlie foot of it.  Channel on

‘the left L. .

" Ruek of Antiquity, 3949

“Thisisseen standing in the water’s edge on the rightshore of the |

! st as it begins to wind to the left. T eallit the Feck of

Jnriguity, hekause of its aneient engravings, which eonspicunusly

shew themselves on its smooth. and almost perpendicut r front.
‘im.,;i‘iw .‘_maogjxnr‘nf all roughnesses, has rendered all the en-

Eravings umngelkg&hie, except -one, which plainly represents the
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huge figure of a man with a pipe in his mouth smoking. He is

sitting mueh in the stile of our natives when at their ease in eamp,
with his elbows resting on his knees, which seem to meet his
breast, his shoulders and head leaning forwards, and holding the
pipe in his mouth with one hand.

The enrious must land here, if at all, with small erafts, us there
are rocks and-logs in the'river just below, difficult to avoid with
large boats. :

West creek, left, Dunham’s run, right side,
low these creeks. s Bor &1 only Z

A ripple and bar, le't side{ polrw Fo ferry’s
Cl}anpel'hem' the middle of the viveP=About one mile below
this ripple and bar, and where the river turns to the left, is an=
other ripple; channel nearest the left shore, a ledge of rocks on
the right side.

Sliding hill creek, left side,

Nailor’s Branch, right side,

Leading creek, right side,
There is a tavern at the mouth of Leading creek, with Lombar-
dy poplars before the door.  On the opposite side, mineral coalis
said to abonnd in the river bitls. "I'wo miles above Leading ereek
on ihe rvight side, a few hundred yards from the river. isa singu-
lar roeky poiit, jutting out into a fertile field. - It endsin anan-

o

5954

Channel near the left shore—Secrease’ YALY i o
shore—Secy ease’ifei 7y is abgut a mile be’w: %

3257

5260
3253
4267

gular point, and is abont two hundred feet perpeudiculsr height, -

of a bave solid mass of rock, having 2 fenced ficld with a few seat-
tering trees on its swmmit.  Its appearance is novel and interest-
ing, and helps to vary the variegated seenery of the Ohio.

Ten Mile creek, left side,

Eight mile Island, No. 46,
Channel right side, pretty elose to the right shore. therebeing a
large har extending out from the head of the Island. No 46 isa
small istand, about halfa mile long.

Six Male Island, No. 47,
Channel right side. No. 47 liesso close to the left side that it is
searcely diseernible, having but a small channel avound it.  Itis

_about a mile long—The river from Leterts falls to Little Guy-

undat, presents an interesting scene.. With the execption of the
two ripples below Seerase’s fervy, it is deep, with anTinbroken
surface of water, vemarkably serpentine a part of that distance,
and - bounded alternately by stupendous hills and rocks.on the
one side, and farms and improvements on the other..

Just below No. 47, Kayger’s ereck puts in—Heve is said tobe
astertum of slate eoal. -+ .

Campaign creek, right side, .
This creek is so called from gen., Lewis’ campaign against the In-
dians, after th.c battle of Point Pleasant, ,

Great Kenhdwa river, left side, (M. D.)-
This is. a considerable river of Virginia, 400 yards wide at its
mouth. By a portage of a few miles through the monntains,
which oceasions the falls, & eommunication may be had, hy way
of the Green Briav branch of the Kenhrwa, with the head woter
of the Monongahela river, and also with the waters of Jenns’s
river; whieh falls into Hlampton Roads, o the eoast of Yirginia,

i
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and’ which' is navigable for sfxips of 40 guns to Jamestown, and-

those ot 125 tons-burden go as-far as Rocket’s, one mile below

Richmond. ‘T'he head branechesof the: Great Kenhawa inter--

lock with those of the Holstein river. The newly commenced
salt works on the Kenhawa, and the uncommon strength of the
water, which is found in-abundance, .are of immense valué to the
western country —For a more particular account. of which see
appendix, note [ /7]
‘ ‘ . POINT PLEASANT, '
Is pleasantly situated immediately ubove the mouth of the Great
Kenhaws, on an extensive and fertile bottom of the Ohio, of which
it has 4 fine prospeet up and down that river. Itis the seat of
Jjustice for Mason county, Virginia, contaius about 15 or 20 fami-
lies, 2 log court-house, log jail, and as usual, (but anfortunately,)
in the Virginia towns, a pillory and whipping post [g7] Point
Plessant seems rather on the ‘stand in point of improvement,
arising, it is said, from the difficulty in establishing the land titles.
1t is, bowever, a considerable plaee of embarkation for those de-
scending the Ohio from the back and western parts of Virginia.
There is one merchant in Point Pleasant, Mr. William Langtry.
. Charlestoun, a post. and county town for Kenhawa county, is

situated 60 miles up the Kenhawa river on the east side. The
salt works commence 2 miles ahove Charlestown, and continue
up the river-for tw:1ve miles above it.

Fuir Haven isa pleasantly situated village opposite Point Plea-
sant, right bank of the Ohio.

From Point Pleasant incline over to the right shore. The riv-
er here winds to the right. )

Galliopolis Island, No. 48,
Channel left side and near the head of the istand ;. when half way
down, the channel runs towards the left shore, then towards the
town of Galliopolis. No. 48 lies close to the right shore in the
bend, is hialf a mile long, and three quarters-above the town.
GALLIOPOLIS,

Ts finely situated on a high second bank of the Ohio, ir a fertile
and extensive bottom, commanding 2 handsome view of the river.
About twenty-five years ago, Galliopolis was settled by 106
French families, who had been lured here from favourable repre--
sentations of the country, and the cheapness of the la-d they had
purchased for settlement. Their titles proving bad. the inhabit-
ants, reduced and mortified, were obliged to abandon their estab-
lisment of an intended city. [4] Since which it has been settled
by Amerieans, a few of the original families exeepted, and is now
in a thriving condition, being the seat of justice for Gallia county,
Ohio. Tt possesses about fifty or sixty families, and several hand-
some huildings, a brick court-house, with a eupol for a bell not
yet hung (Oct. ‘1812)—a log jail, a neat two story brick building,
for the double purpose of an academy and church, 4 mereantile
stores, two taverns,a baker, and a proportion of industrious
yoechanicks. Several new brick huildings are on the way of com-
pletion. It is 63 miles from Galliopolis to Chilicothe. * Five
years ago, part of the first bank slipt into the river. which has ve-
ry much injured the lower landing.

At and below Galliopolis, the river winds sout}chster!y toa
seuth divection.. At the lower end of the first right hand point

w
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Below the town, on the right' hand, are some snags extending
half wuy across the river, keep them on the right hand.

First Island below Galliopolis, No. 49, 5

Channel past No. 49 begins in the middle of the river between
it and the left shore, and then bears towards the foot of the
island, opposite which, in the middle of the river, are some rocks
and snags, which, keep to the left. Rackoon creek, right side,
énters two milés below No. 49. )
Meridian creek, left shore, a run below it, 1

Swan creek, right side, a run above it,
Little Guyundat creek, left side,

Green Bottom ripple, six miles below Little Guyundat. Chan-
nel, one-third over from the left shore at the upper end of the
rippie, then diaw over for the right shore. This is a bad ripple.

Hanging Rock. Two miles above this rock is a sand bar on
the left shore——Chanuel close to the right shore:

Federal creek, right side,

Nine Mile creek, left side,

Seven Mile creek, same side,

Bluff and tavern, right side,

‘The bank here is washing away, and leaves a very craggy shore.
Big Guyundat river, 80 yards wide, left side,
“Here 1 a long and difficult ripple—Channel, above the river, is
mear the left shore, when in full sight of its mouth, it crosses the
xiver suddenly, until near the right shore, then it bear towards
the middle of the river. This ripple continues to a ereck one
mile below Guyundat. Jfudian Guyundat puts in opposite Big

Guyundat, right side.

At and below the mouth of this river, on a high bfuff bank,
stands the village of Guyundat, it is small, and seems rather on
the deecline since the seat of justice for Kenhawa county, was -
removed from it. Above the mouth of this river are several
Lionses, wlich seem to have the principal business of the place.

Just helow Guyundat, the Ohio winds considerably to the S.
S. W. and presents a smooth unbroken sheet of water for nine
miles at one view, not exceeded in beauty of prospect by any
place between Pittshurgh and Natehez,  The settlements above™
and below Guyundat, are numerous and very fine on: both sides. =
of the Ohio.

0
- Eighteen Mile creek, right side, 9
2
1

Symms’, right side, 4.

G 20 1~

268

302
804
506
307

314 -
319
321

322

Buffalo creek, right side, - : L 9338

Ten Pole creek, left side,” - o 1
. With a high bridge over its mouth.

Twelve Pole, a fine creek, left sidé, : 1'355

Great Sandy, or “Tottery. river, left side,
(M.D)) ' -
Just above Sandy is a bar—channel in the middle’ of the river
through the bar.  Half a mile below is a gut. o
Great Sandy is the dividing line between Virginia and Ken-
tucky. It is navigable with butteaux to the Ouasioto mountain.
It passes through & range of -the Cumberland mountains, and



NAVIGATOR,




96 NAVIGATOR.

heads near a head branch of Clinch river—The long reed or
Carolina eane grows on this river in abundance ; being an ever-
green, it affords fine food for cattle dwing winter. Lhe Great
Rapids of Sandy are about 50 miles abeve its mouth.

Trom Great Szandy, the Obio winds to the N. ' W. by N. thence
S. W. thence N. W by 'W. in which last direction, seven miles
below Sandy, you have another beauntiful view of the river six
yiles in extent, with an unbroken surface, and fine farms on
boih sides. ‘The banks, however, along here, are mueh dispos-
ed to slipping, which injures their appearance, and in some cas-
es renders it dangerous to iwid near their-edges.

Hood’s creek, left side, - 43

Ice creek, right side,

Stoner’s creek, right side,
From Stoner’s creck, W. N. W. to W. Immediately above and
below the bluif or hanging rock, 2 miles below Stoner’s creek,
two runs enter, right side.

Ferguson’s bar,
A good channel on the right shore. The water from this bar to
one mile below Little Sandy, is very shallow.

7 Little Sandy creek, left side
g}m ; »4 “PChannel in the miXdlc; of th:: river. ’
o’

i
e 07‘2 = BURRSBURGH,

W A town laid out by Mr. John Gabriel Gervais, on the right bank
6"‘ v of the Ohin, ineluded in the tract of 24,000 acres, granted by
e # Congress to the French inhabitants of Galliopolis.* The town
%/ has not progressed.

w® % Hale’s or Pine creek, right side, 1

i‘j ¥ 1 "Thic is a long winding creek, passing through the French Grant.
&Little Sciota river, right side,

‘A ledge of roeks puts. out here and extends half across the river

\ tq——the channel «tf the apper end of the bar is near the left shore;

-b& iat the lower end, close ayound the rocks.

4‘5 ” Half « mile beiow Little Sciota is another bar extending also

@ ~ :,-i haif way across the river: channel midway betveen the point of
7 ) * th>» bar and the left shore: Just below this last bar on the right

g/ﬁ' ’/ E".’;;-mk is Stony Point ; and a little above it is every appearance

g L4 a hody of ron ore
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5/380

4 o 4% Tvyger’s creek. left side, 6/336

.' ! . & - -
fff ,Sr ‘;w #Big Sciota, [7] (M D.) 41390
.

g O PORTSMOUTH,
#4"" A village pleasant'y siturted three quarters of a mile above the
. #’ B’)’ mmout!: of th:e Big Sciota, 0i: a high bauk, and in a fine and exten-
: e L -sive hottom of fertiie land. - 1t is in Scizta county, Obio, and ap-
sp 44"/ pears to be thriving from the newness of scverat of its buiidings,
- ;ef which, it contains about 30, some nextly built with brick. two
' ;“’ J 4’ ,y‘/‘-sm""s’ three taverns, one commission waichouse. The land
:w-‘/ 1,‘7 4'fmm the lower erd of the town bicomes low and continues s to
v [0 4 4{;‘ “Ythe Seinta, in eonsequence.it is satject to the floods of the riv-
o *} ars. Goods intended for the Sciota country, are deposited here
» in worehouses suited to their reception, thence they are shipped

#y
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up that river in keel boats.—The Sciota Salt-works are about 20
.miles N. E. from Portsmouth.
ALEXANDRIA
Stands on a fine high bank, just below the Sciota river. Itis also -
in Sciota county, contains 15 or 20 houses, a stone house tavern,
and several new buildings appear going up. - o
The situation of these villages, with the high and conic formed

hills on the opposite side of the river, faced with towering per-
pendicular rocks, whose summits bear ‘4 thin growth of pine,
hemlock, &c.—ihcse, combined with ilie beauty of the Ohio,
with its serpentine windings—altogether preseut a scene to the
passing observer, at ence sublimie and highly interesting.

. Channel past Portsmouth is near the middle _of theriver. On
the left side of the Ohio opposite the Seiota, is a sand bar, and
there .re some logs and snags near the middle of the river oppo-
site Alexandria. ‘The river now winds to the S. then S. W. by
S. thence nearly S. E :

Turkey creek,.Coneck hills, left side, 5395

Half 2 mile above this creek vesides major Belisle.

% 0& Island No. 50. ‘t'hisis a willow island and bar, lying close to
£ the right shore b:tween Conoconneque and a small ereek on the
iR ight side called Pond creek. The channel begins haif way be-
;-y‘y W -een the island and left shore, then it bears off round a bar at
I"; 1 £ mouth of Coroconneque cireek, thenee it turns short to the
,""’ left shore, to aveld the island bar which reaches nearly across the
p # 7 _river—-thence it keeps that shore for a small distance, then runs
7z “ to the middle of the river, the left shore below being full of rocks

# w” Jpeand sunken trees.
A bar five miles below Pond creek, channel near the left

e

f shore.
/ Twin creeks, close together, right side, -8

Salt creek, left side, just below Twin creeks,
This creek empties in just below a short turn of the Ohio to the
right; and near its mouth are some salt furnaces, in a little
town called YANCEVILLE, at which are made large quantities of
salt—From these salt works to Lexington it is 70 miles.

The best water here is in the middle of the river, both beach-
es being very rocky; but there is a good landing place in an ed-
dy 400 yards above the creek, and also at the mouth of the
creck.

In high water the rocks and eddy form a whirlpool.

Quick’s run, left side,

Channel close to the left shore.
" Pond run, left, Stout’s run, right side,

Graham’s station, and Kennedy’s bottom, left

side. :
Just above No. 51, above which for six miles you have it in sight,
with a2 most charming view of the river, which runs here abouta
N.W.by W. direction. Eennedy’s bottom is extensive and fine
f.rmed, baving a very fertile soil. . The buildings on the hottom
froating the river, appear on the decline. The river here is a-
Lout half a mile wide.

(%)

(%]
[

‘onoconneque creek, left side, (Coglins) 9404

412

Wilson’s island, No. 51, 33

422
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Channel left side.—Approach towards the head of No. 51, thenee
the current draws to the left shore, and when half way down,
pull over for the island, and pass pretty close to its foot, bearing
towards the right shore; keeping a large log tu the left, a small
distance below-which is-a sawyer, w!ruch keep to the right. In
a very low state of the river, the right side of No. 51, has the
most water, but it is a-crooked channel, narrow and dangerous,
being filled with logs and rocks, No. 51 is a small willow island.—
There is a small bar closeto the left shore, opposite the bar at-
tached to the head of Wilson’s istand; you keep it of course on
your left hand and the istand bar on your right.
. ADAMSVILLE,
¥s a small village of Adams connty, Ohio, standing just below the
mouth of Brush creek, and -oppusite Wilson’s island. It was
dormerly the seat of justice’ for-Adams county, but which has
been removed to West Union, 18 miles N. W. from Adamsville.
Its site is low, and in some seasons subject to inundation. Brush
ereck heads in Highland county, having at its scurce the village
of New Marker. i
Sycamore creek, left side,
Aboutstwo miles below No. 51—from it to the Two islands the
channel is near the left shore. Donaldson’s creek, two miles
below Syeamore. Five miles below No. 51, on the top of a high
hill, on the left side, is seen a handsome dwelling, from which .
there is a most charming view of the river. o
MTxvo islands, Nos. 52 and 53, nearly abreast, ¥[43%
(//‘ QWJ/GCh-mnel left of both these islands, about midway between the
4 ¢ head of No. 52, the smallest, and the léft shore. From No. 52
¥ 20 7 the eurrent inclines toward the foot of Massey’s, the largest
‘ . ¢L 7 &- sland, No. 53, thence fowards the town. It is a fine deep
Q‘ ! . smooth channel; the left bank opposite No. 52 is giving way to
Py “the power of the current.  Massey’s island is about a mile long,
-Jyn ", has a fine farm on it, and lies near the right shore, No. 52 is quite
- small and occasious the river to belly considerably to the left.—
Wn low water there is no %i\:snge betwuenI thcfle islands, other

e han on a dry sand bar. The river past Manchester runs about

17 400 Lest direcfion, then W.5. W,

& , MANCHESTER, 1410
A village of Adams county, Obio, pleasantly seated on the right
bank of the river, stretehing alodg above and helow the foot of
Massey’s island. It contains about 25 houses, some neatly built
with brick, all fronting the river, and thereby secattered.” The
bottom back and adjoining the town is extensive and fertile, with
good farms on it.

. fsaac’s ereck puts in one mile below Manchester, on the right
side, and opposite it on the left shore is a sand bar, therefore,
the channel runs rather nearest the right side of the river.

Crocked creek, left side, 434444
Cabin creek, left side, 11446
William Brooke’s creek, left side, 5449
A sand tar on the right shore; best ehannel is near but not close
to the left bank.

Madison’s and the town of Lisenty, left side,
about two miles below William Brookeg,
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- i s |
. leistotllde creek, and town of mavsviLLE,
his is the oldest and most accustomed landing place on th
Ohio. The landing is good, and the mouth of ?li%reek aﬁ‘ord?-.
asafe harbour for boats. At the landing are several warehouses

to1

3452

well accommodated for the storage of merchandise, wares, e, °

these are kept by Messrs. January, Martin, and Cham
whose obliging and accommodating dispositions,’render the t?:nx::
) acum:l of business with them s;fe and comfortable~—~Their charg-
s and commissions are-considered mode i i
strix\‘it an‘crlmpunctuaﬁ rate, and. their attention
aysville is in Mason county,(K):situated on the south si
the Ohio, and on the west side gf i )est‘rme creek. It st:};gg :z::f
!ofty and uneven hank, ~having the river hill close behind it, and
is not seen from the river until you are within two miles of the
town.—There is, however, a great deal of business done here ; it
has ahout 70 houses, a post office, several mercantile stores, and
public inns. Vessels of considerable burden have been built here
launched and taken down the Mississippi with . success. It 54
miles north-east of Washington, the seat of justice for Mason coun-
ty. (k] It has an extensive rope walk, owned by Mr. John.
Armstrong. ’

"To give the reader some idea of the business of this little town
we inform him, that during the boating season of 1812, there
were, according to Mr. Hart’s account, shipped from Maysville
landing, bound to Pittsburgh, Kentucky produce to the amount of
1000 tons, conuisting of salt-petre, tobacco, hemp, spun yarn, cor-
dage, gun powder, &e.

GHARLESTOWN, ‘

A small village standing on the left bank of the ©hio. - Just be~
jow Charlestown there is-a large sand bar—channel between the
bar and:the town, then crosses over towards the foot of the bar.
The right: side of the bar is.good when the water is in tolerable
navigable order. The bar heads at the lower end ofthe town.

Eagle creek,right side, ‘
Fhis is the fivst water of any consequence below Limestone. It
runs through Adams and heads in Highland county, Ohio. It has

Rast. fork, Hill’s fork, and Rattlesnake fork as tributaries.- The-

illage of St Clairsville is situated ‘between the' two last, in Ad-
ams county. . i
Straight creek, right:side,
Opposite this creek is a sand bar, chanuel left shore. White
QOalk ereek; right side, is some distance below Straight creek,
and is a pretty large creek. '
Bracken creek, left side,
Opposite this ereek is a sand bar, channel left share.
' ) AUGUSTA,. .
_ Ts a handsome willage very pléasantly sitaated on the left bavk of
" the Ohio, with an extensive and rich bottom in its rear, andin its
front; a fine view ofthe river, with a clean gravelly beach for its
landing: It is the seat of justice for Bracken county, Kentueky,
contains 40 . houses, some handsomely built with brick, a court-
house, jail, two stores, two taverns, and a-handsome brick school
touse. . On the opposite side of the Ohio are also:sorge handsome
brick, buildiogs and fine farms.

TS
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Bullskincreek, right side,
Chuunel one third over fiom the left shore~~Half a mile below
this creek is a sand bar on the left shore, the channel is near the
right shore.

Bear creek, right side,

Big [ndian creek, right side,

Little lndian creek,

Cross creek, right side,

Muddy creek, right side,

- e

6479

9488
41492

2

4

5

- Little Miamiriver [1] right side, (M». D.) 183

Just below the moath of this viver a small sand bar puts out on the
right shore.—The chaunnel is on the Jeft shore about half way to
Columbia, one mile below the mouth of Little Miami, then it
crosses the river about two-thirds over towards the right shore—
thence to Cineiniiatti, the chanuel continues near the right shore.

Crawfish creek, right side,
Between this and Deer creek, a large sand bav putsout from the
left shore, which makes it necessary to keep well to the right
shore below Columbia until you pass the bar.

Deer creek, right side,

Licking river, left side, (M. D.)
Thisis a considerable river of Kentucky, navigable for 70 miles
with small erafis. [m]

NEWPORT, -
Stands just above the mouth of Licking, having a fine view of
the Ohio, and of Cincinhatti, opposite it. It is a-thriving village,
with a mimber of handsome brick and other buildings, all front-
ing the Ohio. The United- States’ arsenal, or place of deposit
for arms, and other munitions of war, fronts the river, and is a
large brick building. . There are also barracks for several compa-
nies within the public square. - The town contains about one
hundred and fifty souls, and is in Campbell county, Kentueky.
The hoitom above and below Newport, is extensive, fertile, and
coutains some fine farms on it.  These, combined with the beau-
ty of the river, and the two towns in view, give a very handsome
prospect of the country.
CINCINNATTE (1]
Milt creek, right side,

A large sand bar,
‘The channel close to the right shore is safe, but it is very nar-

o

N

wW o
hotes B

TOW.
North Bend, - : . 15

"There ave some fine farms and improvements at the North Bend,
. and a town called 'Cléves, was laid 6ut 'some years ago. but has
" not improved muchin buildings. The groand here commands a
handsome view of the Ohio, rising gently from the rivér to a con-
siderable elevation, something in the form of half an amphithe-
atre. Itis'buta mile across from Cleves to the nearest part of
the great Miami. .
Great Miami xiver,[o] (M. D.)

At the mouth of this river is asand bar, channel on the left shore ;

6

about 500 yards below is another sand bar on the same side chane

194
498
503
5163

5101

5234
5241

557
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nel midway between the bar and the righ€shove. Here ends the
state of Ohio; the division line between that state and Indiana,
strikes the mouth of the Great Miami, and thence runs a due
North course to £1° 40/ N. lat. thence a due east and west di-
rection, striking lake Erie on the one hand, and touching - the
most southerly part of lake Michigan, passing on the same direc-
tion to the Mississippi on the other, which line. also forms the
north boundary of Indiana and Tilinois territories. . k
LAWRENCEBURGH, o
Is situated in an extensive rich bottom, on the right bank of the
Ohio, the seat of justice for Dearborn eounty, Indiana territory.

It is at very high floods more or less subjeet to inundation, which

may injure the progress of the town.
Laughrey’s creek; right side,
Here is a bar—channel close to the right shore.
Grape or Laughrey’s Islard, No, 54, -
Lhanne!l on the left shore, No. 54 is one mile long.
Chambers’ bar, ,
Here is a large ripple—channe] close into the right shove, under
g high bank. .
Gunpowder creek, left side,
- At the mouth of this creek is a rocky ripple—channel close to
the left shore until you dre near the creek, then it rans into the
xaiddle of the river. )

al55a

81562

4;566
45700

Big Bone Lick: éreek, leftside, [ p] (M. D.) 1335831

Here is a bar—channel close to the left shore—Thence to the
Nine mile island fine water.

Small willew Island, No. 55, 2031604
- Channel on the left side. :
Nine mile Island, No. 56, 12616

Here you must keep to the left shore, and immediately below
Hear over towardsthe right shore, and keep close to the high
bank until you are past the second brick house, thence to the
meuth of  Kentucky, you have good water. This is asmall
island lying near the right shore. - Plumb creek enters on the
right side, opposite the head of No. 5.

A large sand bar,
€hanpel on the right shore. »

Tue Vivevarp.axp New SwiTzerrawnp,
right bank, six miles above the mouth of Kentucky
river. :

Kentucky riyer, [¢] (M. D.) 6

"This is a large river of the state of Kentucky, having at its mouth
two villages, the one above and the other below it.  The first is
ealled PORT WILiIAM. It commandsa handsome view of the
Ohio, and js situated on-an extensive and rieh plain or bottom of
ziver land. * The difficulty of establishing the title, itis said, is the
principal eanse of the dull progress of these villages. The mouth
of the river at Port William, affords a good and safe harbour for
boats, particalarly when the watersare a little up. At the point
opposite & tounter current is formed by the twa rivers, which is
Aard to pull'oat of. . John Filsoo’s history of Kentucky informs
w5, that James MBride. myked the witials of kit naime, on a

iy

b
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free at the mouth of this river, and' the date, which was in the

; year 1754, when he and others descended the Ohio, stopped af, -
the mouth of the Kentucky river, and having reconnoitered the
country, returned home with the news.of their discoveries of the

105

finest country in the world. This tree was, according to Mr.: - |

Filson, standing in the year 1784, whether now or not, L am not
informed.” If yet living, it ought to stand as an item of the early
attempts to settle the state to which the river gives name.

" Little Kentucky river, - 4628

. Thisisa tolerable sized creek; also affording a good harbour in
its mouth for boats, at a middle state of the river, particularly.
A large sand bar, - . e
This bar lies on the left shore, channel close to the right shore,
Opposite this bar, Locust creek putsin an the left side.

i

5633

MADISON, v 7640

This is 2 new county town of Indiana territory, plessantly
seated on the right bank of the Ohio, 13 miles below Kentucky
‘river. This v1lla§: was begun to be built in the fall of 1810. It
is on a second bank, two or three hundred yards from the edge of

. the river. .

Before you get to Madison, you have a view of a fine farm on .
the top of a high hill on the left side of the river. The appear-
ance of the buildings, which are handsome and large, and of brick,
(I belive) at a great distance up the river, have a fine effect,
and the stupendous rocky cliffs on the opposite side just above
the town of Madison, together with the singular slope of the hills,
altogether form a scene highly pleasant to the imagination, and
one that is mixed with something of the romsantic.

There are several fine new improvements on the sunymits of
the hills along this part of the Ohio; that add variety and beaaty
to the scenery, while it betokens the rapid progress the country
is making in settlement, and the taste and wealth of the settlers.

From-Kentueky river to West Port, you have fine water, and
a good settlement, and a view of a machine for carrying water up
from the river to a house on the bank. .

WEST PORT, 43
Issituated on the left side of the river, on a high pleasant bank and
looks more like a settlement than a town. Just below it 18 mile
creek enters on the same side.

683

Eighteenmile Island, No. 57, 3686
Channel right side. ‘
- Twelve mile Island, No. 58, 7,693

Channel right side. . . .
Six mile Island, No. 59, and Goose island, No.
60 , 6
Ch::nnel runs between these twoislands. Goose ereek enterson

the right side, opposite: Goose island. . : )

A large sand bar, four miles below these two last islandg and
two above Louisville. It lies nearest the left shore, and extends
in breadth nearly one-third across the river. Afteryou get past
this bar, pull over for the left shore if you want to land at the
mouth of Bear Grass creek; if not, you can easily make a land~ -
ing at Jeffersonville, on the right side, rather at the upper end of -
the town, where you will find good water, and & bold shore, and

pilots to conduot you ever the Rapids. ;

699
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Bear Grass Cieek, left side, (M. D.) 63t

This ereck is in a bend of the river, just above the rapid deseent
of the falls, and half a mile below the commencement of the Indi-
an schute. It affords at its mouth, one of the best harbours for
boats on the Ohio, having at the dryest season, 12 feet water from
the ereck, down to the middle of Corn island, No. 61, and ex-
tends out a considerable way into the river, vessels, therefore; of
any burden may lie here in safety. Should they even get loose
from their cables and fastenings, there is no danger of their be-
ing carried off by the current. It is also finely sheltered both
from winds and the ice of theriver. It is the landing always
made by those who either live at ; or want to stop at Louisville,
therefore, it may properly be called the Louisville Landing.
Boats descending further, and having landed here, are obliged to
row up stream nearly half a mile, (in gentle water, however,) in
order to take the Indian or Northern schute. the pass generally
preferred in all stages of the water, except indeed when the riv-
eris very low, when itis not passible. Here you procure a pilot
who resides at Louisville, for the boat’s sufe conduet over the falls,
for which he is allowed by a law of the state two dollars, paid by
the owner of the boat. The same regulation exists as to pilots at
Jeffeysonville. : ’

&
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_ THE RAPIDS OF OHIO,

Are occasioned by a ledge of rocks which extend quite
across the river, and are hardly to be perceived by the
navigator in times of high freshes, unless by the supe-
rior velocity of the boat, which descends ever them atthe
rate of from 10 to 13 miles an hour. When the water is
low, the greater part of the rock becomes visible, and itis
then that the passage becomes dangerous.

There are three channels or passes through the rapids:
The course north or right of No. 62 or Goose island, called
- the Indian schiute, is the main channel, but it is not passa-

ble in times of low water. The course between Nos. 62
and 63, Rock and Goose islands, called the JMiddle schute,
is a safe and easy passage in all situations of the water
above the niddling stage. The pass between No. 63, Rock
island, and the Kentucky shore, called the Kentucky
schuie, is lost in Rock harbor, and is passable only in
time of high water. . )

Near the bottom on the left side of No. 63 is a fine
mooring place for boats, called Rock Harbor. Tt is op-

~ posite the upper end of Shippingport, and has water
enouzh atall seasons for vessels of any burthen.

No. 64 Sandy island, may be passed on the right in high
water only. The left or south pass is the main channel.
From No. 64, to No. 63,is excellent maoring ground,
and water enough for vessels of any tonnage.

The pass south of Corn island No. 61, and the Kentuc-
ky shore, is passable only in time of high water.

~_From the great danger in passing the rapids, the courts
of Louisville and Jeffersonville have been very careful to
a{)pmnt experienced and ‘trusty men as pilots, who can
always be had at 2 moment’s warning to conduct boats
andyess.els overthem; and from a little ambition shewn
by the pilots of both places to excel in their occupation,
accidents, arising from the want of either skill or care;
very seldom happen. o

In levelling the descent of the rapids, they have been
found to be 22} feet in two miles, the distance from Bear
Grass creek to the oot of the falls.

Two miles above the rapids the riveris deep, and three
quarters of a milebroad ; and in low water the channel is
contragted to the breadth of 250 yards.
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LOUISVILLE,

13 situated at the mouth of Bear Grass creek and .ex:
“tends down the Ohio to opposite the middle of Corn island,
No. 61. It stands on an’'eminence of about 70 feet in
height, which gently descends to a narrow plain along the
river side in front of the town. From the lower end of
the.town the brow of the eminence takes its: course to the
-Dirio, opposite Sandy island, No. 64, leaving a high plain
between it and the river. It contains about 250 housesy
a printing office, several mercantile stores and warehous-
23, a post office, is a port of entry, and the seat of justice
for Jefferson county (Ken.) Laf. 38° 8’ N.
~ Louisville has several rope walks extensively carried
on. Messrs. Anderson and Gwathmey had a valuable
%agging manufactory, but which was burnt down in
December 1810, by design, it is supposed. This is'the
gecond loss of the kind these gentlemen have experienced
within eighteen months.

There have been a variety of circumstances whichhave
gperated against Louisville, and which have kept the im-
rovements of the town constantly en the back-ground,
notwithstanding its superior and commanding situation,
for a manufacturing and commercial town.—These cir
cumstances, let them have arisen from what they might,
are beginning to dispel, and like the sun after having been
enveloped for a length oftime in clouds and mists, and b
degrees breaking through them, shines forth with re-
doubled vigour.—Such we believe and hope to'be the situ-
ation of Louisville.

"The river opposite Louisville is 1 mile and 25 poles
wide, and commands a most charming view both above
and below for a great distance, and the eye is carried
over an extent of level country, terminated by the hills of
Silver creek, which are five miles distant. ‘
A canal has been proposed to be cut on the Kentucky
‘side, to commence a little below Bear Grass creek, and
open below Shippingport, a distance of 588 perches, or one
mileand three quarters and twenty eight perches.—The
accomplishment of this object indeed would bea happy
vent to the trade of the Ohio. - The highest ground
through which the canal would have to be taken, would
not exceed 29 feet, and its average depth would be 20fect
6 inches. ‘'The route througheut is a stiff elay, lying up-
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-.an a bed of rock not exceeding 40 inches higher than the
floor of the canal. The canalis calculated sufficiently ca-
-pacious for a ship-of 400 tons, and-this would gifford a
column of water greater than 3 feet by 24, during the
‘Jowest stagcs, and 24 feet fall. .
From the known enterprising disposition of the Ken-
tackians, we have little doubt but this contemplated ca-
-nal will be completed in a few years. If encourage-
ment be wanting, we cannot see why the legislatures of
“Virginia, Obio and Pennsylvania, should net throw in
ther strength to accomplish an object which would doubt-
lessprove very advaniageous to the citizens of each of
those states, as well as to the state of Kentucky. :
The frst settlement we find made at the falls, was in
he vear 1774, when a number of surveyors who were sent
yt by governor Dunmore of Virginia, to survey the inte-
_rior of Rentacky, stanped here for some time, and erected
femporary huts for their residence. Abount this time a
smah stockade fort was built at the falls, and cemmand-
«ed by general Clark  This fort, with col. Logan’s, col.
Harrod’s. and col. Boon’s, were the only forts in Ken-
tucky at this time, and in them were all the white people
ia the country, ahandful indeed, compared with the sav-
age enemy, whose bloady temakawk and scalping knife
vere eforaally raised to kill and slaughter the inhabitants
wnder the cover of every tree and old leg in the vast wil-
deraess, Teannot laymy handson any thingat present giv-
ing date for the laying out and first building of Louisville.
Ouar American publicationsare amazing deficient in point
of dates and circumstancesrespecting the progress of set-
denment, extent, time, &e. of our own country. It is quite
likely the beginning of Leuisville is better known in Lon-
don.or Paris than it is by the inhabitants of that town
themselves.  Suchis our carelessuness in recording facts
‘n sach 2 wanner that they will become generally Known,
o linve been lately added to Louisville, a banking
.« raper will, a second printing office, a hook-
ary, a reading-room, an air found-
il kind of potanetal, a glass house 5
v steam, and cotion manufactory
re expected to he in operation thig

e

s hnving the appearance of its becoming ‘a great

wwersial and manufacturing town. Nature herse
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laid the plan of this place’on a large scale.” Its forma-
tion is as singular, as the prospectis grand and sublime.
Man’s mind is generally expanded or contracted in pro-
portion to the objects around him, and shaped or fould-
ed to the narrow or extended limits he has to move in.—
I recollect, when a child inf the Pines of New Jersey, and

. going to a school, where Dilwdrtly’s speiling book and tire
testament and bible were the only books used; and cross-
ing the Delaware into Pennsylvania -while yet -quite
young, ¥ was told as soon 4s we kad crossed the river, by
thre'person under whose charge I wias, that < we were now
outiof New Jersey.”—I stared him full in the face, amaz-
ed at the intelligence—I perfectly recollect of feeling
too ' much surprise, and a certainkind of childish confused
awkwardness at the moment to' make any reply—¢Out of
New Jersey,” muttered Itomyself; for {*had really beea -
under an impression that all the world was New Jersey
—the world across the big water excepted, where kivg
Greorge’s refugees and tories came from, a circumstance
impressed on my infantile mind during the troubles of
the American revolution.. Ilooked at thetrees,tle stones,
the earth, with anxiety, in order to discover why or how it
pould bz that we were out of New Jersey. I felt asham-
éd of my ignorance and was silent.—If the inhabitants of
Louisville go on in the same generous and extended scale
with the original plan, they must become a great people,:
and their town a great city. ‘

JEFFERSONVILLE.

The following description of Jeffersonville, and the (f{du-
sion of the territory * in which it is situated,was writ-
ten by some friends of that place and forwarded fo us a
Jew years since. ; - : :

. Byan act Yass’;ed at the last session of Congress, the
territory of Indiana is bounded by the Wabash as far as
Vincennes, thence a due north coursé to the Michigan
territory, by that territory on the north, the state of Ohio,
on the east, and the Qlio river on the south. The terri-
tory is divided into four counties, viz. Knox, which ex-
tends from the western boundary line to within a few

L]
* ‘At the last session of congress [1815-167 this territory has been &
réeted into a state and Corydon is the present seat of government,
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miles of Blue river; Harrison from thence to within 10 oz’
12 miles of the falls; €lark trom thence up tiie Ghio to
‘opposite the mouth of the Kentucky river, and Dearborn,
from thence to the Ohio line—Vincennes, the present cest
of government of the territory, is the seat of justice of
Knox county ; Corydon is the seat of justice of Harrison
county, situated about 100 miles east of Vincenues, and
25 west of Jeffersonviile—Jeffersonville is the seat of jus-
tice of Clarke county, and Lawrenceburgh near the
mouth of the Big Miami, 1s the seat of justice of Dears
born couity ;—these are the only towns 1n the territory.

"This county , Clark” was established in the year 1801
——the whole number of its inhabitants may be reckoned
at present, 5006 or 4000—the number of voters, who con-

- sist only of veeholders, are abeut 850.

_ Ustil thelate purchase, made by governor Harrison of
he Indians, the grant made by the state of Virginia to gen.
George R. Clarke and the other officers and soldiers of
the llineis regiment, consisting of 150.C00 acres, was the
only tract of country in the county, belonging to the citi-
zens of the U. States, the balance belonging to theIn--
dians. Asa tribute of respect to gen: G. R. Clark, to
whom the acquisition of this territery tothe U. S. may be"
ascribed, the legislature have named this county after

kim. The soil and productions of this country may be con--

sidered almost in every respect similar to that of Ken-
.. Corn, pork, beefand Irish potatoes, form our
rincipal articles of exportation. : ‘
Jeffersonville is situated on the north-west bank of the

Ohio, nearly opposite to Louisville, and a little above the

commencement of the great falls—the town was laid out

in the year 1802, since which time it has %rown in propor-
tion to the surrounding country. It is the seat of justice
of the county of Clark—a land office for the disposal of the

United States’ lands, and a post office are established

here; thereare also two pilots appointed by law for con-

ducting boatsacrossthe falls,residinghere ; there are about

55 or 40 houses, which are principally of frame and log,

except the court-house, which is of brick—and contains

175 inhabitants, of whem some are useful mechanicks. In

point of natural advantages and beauty, there are few or

no situations on the Ohio more.eligible for atown. The
bank is very high, and surrounded with a rich, level and
fertile country. The current and channel of the Okio fex




-

NAVIGATOR, 118

s¢veral miles above, are on the N. W. shore, and the depth

of water being sufficiently great at any season of the year
for boats or vessels of any burden; afford at all timés an
easy landing place, and good harbor for boats descending
the Ohio. In descending the Ohio, the first place of land-
ingis at Bloom’s BEddy ;—this edily is just below the first
and greatest obstacle in the rapids—it1s a large and con-
venient landing place for boats at a low stage of the wa-
ter,and from which, flat boats may pass the balance of the

falls with their loading at alow stage-of the water. The -

portage from the landing at Jeffersonville to the eddy, not
being move than half the distance to the lower landing on
either side of - the river, it is thought it will become the

principal landing place for boats having to unload above -

the falls. - o

In the vicinity of Jeffersonville, about half a mile tothe
north, is a medical spring, whose waters are supposed to
be strongly impregnated with sulphur and iron. It has
been much resorted to for several years; and thought to

“

-be beneficial in fevers that prevail in this country. There .

are several mills inthe neighbourhood, only one,however, -
of considerable ‘consequence, that is built on a small.

stream ‘ called Mill Run, which--empties into the Ohio at
the foot of the falls, this is a very considerable merchant
mill, and from the resources of the stream, although net

move than 2 or'3 miles in length, continues togo during the

while year, except when stopped by back water from the
Ohio. ~ She is the property of Messrs. Cuthbert ands
Thomas Bullit, built about 100 yards from the river. .

* GLARESVILLE, ‘
Is a small village sitnated at tiie foot of the falls on the

‘N. W.bank, opi)ositeto Shippingport—this town was es-~

tablished as ear

as the year 1783 by the Virginia legis-

lature, and attached to the grant made to the officers and’ -

soldiers of the Illinois regiment, from-which time may be:
reckoned the first settlement of this country ; soon after-
its establishment it.contained a number ofinhabitants who
were encouraged to settle under promises of donations of
lots by the trustees; and notwithstanding the jmminent
danger and great inconveniency, some of them continued:
to reside there-to the end of the Indian war, and' in a
great measure contributed to the safety of the innabitants
K2 )
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of Kentucky in the neighbourhood of the falls. There is%.
large and capacious eddy at this place for the 1anding,ot»'?
boats. The Knobs or Silver Hills, which commence on
the Ohio about 10 miles below the falls, and take theig
course through the country in 2 north-eastwardly diree-
tion, itis saitfby those who have taken some pains to ex-
amine, afford considerable quantities of ore of son:e kind
or other, supposed to be iron. In the bank of Silver creek
(a small stream that falls into the Chio justbelow Clarks«
vilie) about two miles from its mouth, is found large quan.
tities of copperas, a place well known by the name of Cop-
peras banks. The copperas taken from this bank is found
to be equal (although not so clear in its present state) to.
-any brought to this country.

SHIPPINGPORT,

. "Fhis town and landing is on the Kentucky side just bes
low the foot of the falls.~ After passing the Rapids, boats
. put inhere, and if they want, get a supply of bread, bacon,
and other necessaiies for their voyage. The landing has
%, bold shore and deep water. Mr. J. A. Tarrascon has an
“excellent flour mill at the foot of the falls on this side, in
 which hemakes large quantities of flour for the New Or»
- leans market, transported thence in barges and flat boats,
under consignment to- Messrs.. Gilly and Pryor of that
-Gity.  Mr. Tarrascon has also a stere in Shippingport,
and arope walk extensively conducted.—Mr. James Ber-
thoud keeps a warehouse here, and does business on com-
mission..  Shippingport is also the landing ‘)Iace for all
goods ascending the rivers to Kentucky, and for such as
are obliged to be wagonned to the tanding at Bear Grass
creek, intended for the country above the rapids. Con-
sequently, Shippingport is at present, and must become
a very consideraile place of business.—Were it not for
the lowness of the ground the town would extend much
faster.  Ft however, contains several handsome buildings,
and in the fall of 1812,1 saw others progressing,
fhere is a small saadisland with young willows on it,
ppnasite this landing,about one hundred yards from the
shore, which requires some attention. "The channel 1be-
lieve is good on either side, but if you wish to land at Ship-
_pingport, you must keep it on your right hand.

"
K1
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Salt river, leftside, 243 730;
This is a considerable stresm of Kentucky, spreading out into |
four Hr‘mcipa!, besides 2 great number of ‘smaller branches;
Floyd’s fork, is its northern, and Rolling and Beach forks are its
southern branches—Bairdstown is on Beach fork, Bealsburgh
on Rolling fork. The heads of Rolling fork entwine with the
waters of the Kentucky aud Green rivers. L'here are a number
of salt Licks on this river and its branches, from which it takes
-its nawe, Long Lick, Walton’s Lick, May’s Lick, Knob Lick, &e.
Brashair’s is also a fine branch of Salt river. Salt river is about
150 yards wide at its mouth, and is navigable 60 miles, -

Otter creek, left side; 8738
Doe run, left side, 8:746:
Falling spring, left side, 5751
French creek, left side, 81759
Buck creek, right side, . 10i769
Indian or Wiandot creek, right sidé,-. 6775,

Two Islands, No. 65, and No, 66, ‘ ,
Nearly opposite the mouth of Wiandot ercek, (called in mistake
in the former editions of the Navigator, Blue river)—Channel
past the first is on the left side ; past thé second on the right
side, }ceeping close to the lower poit of it.

Big Blue river, right side, , 17[79%7
This is a pretty long and very erooked river of Indiana, heading
near the waters of White river, a branch'of the- Wabash.  Pres-
ton or Wood’s creek puts in on the left side of the Ohio just a-
hove the mouth of Blue river.

Helm’s creek, left side, = - l'OISOQ
Littie yellow creek, left side, : 10812
Harden’ creek, left side, - - 681

Tn afork of this ereek, near its head, steod Harden’s fort, built
dwing the first settlement of Kentucky. Sinking creek is a
branch of Harden’s, and what renders it singular, after heading in
three springs and runniug several miles, it sink, and runs about
four orfive miles under ground before it appears again.
Flint Island, No. 67, : .
Here the channcl is difficult.  Keep the island on the left, hugit
pretty close, and at its foot go asif you intended to muke the left
shore, after passing it in that dircetion, pull out guick towards
the right shore, to avoid dn ugly sand bar lying to the left below
the island.  No. 67 lies close to the left shore, and is about three
quarters of a mile long. It takes its name from a stone found on
it, said to be excellent for gun flints.
The vessel Tuskarora grounded on the island in the spring of
, 1808.  'While here she was ungenevously stript of her. bolts,
* bands, rings, &e. to the amount, it is suid, of 2000 dollars.-worth.
The gencral charaeter of honesty of the inhabitants of the Ohio,
eught to shield them firom an aceusation of this kind. but as there
are exceptions to all general rules; 50 in this instance, the
neighbourhood of Flint island, bears the burden of the charge
at present, whether innocent or guilty of the robbery. The
Tuskavora was built at Marictta, and was owned by Jones and G {
Axnderson. = ) ;
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* Clover creek, left side,
Deer creek, right side, .
n the lower part of the bend, half a mile below Deer ereek, is a

pile of dangerous rocks 80 or 90 yards firom the right sh
them well to your right hand at iu times. it oref Keep

Y §

10183D
6l836

Anderson’s river, right side, - 51851

1 1
Anderson’s ferry, left side, a creek right side, 1;852

One mile below the ferry is a small
right hand shore, channel left shove.
About five miles below Anderson’s ferry is a large sand bar

‘called .ﬂnderqon’s bar, putting out from the left shore—Channel
elose to the right shore in Jow water.

istand, lying close into the

Blackford creek,leftside, Small 6reek,right side,12/862

Here the cane begins to make its appearance on the bauks of the -
Ohio, and from its ever-green foliage, it has a pleasant effeet on

the imagination, when all the surrounding vegetable matter is
Jocked up in the winter’s frost.

Hanging Rock, right side, 4868

"Tlis roek is called by way of ¢minence THE LADY WASII-
INGTON. It shews a bare perpendicular front of solid rock of
about 100 feet in height, commenecing at the water’s cdge. 1t is
the upper edge of a ridge of high ground, which ends here, ex-
tending half a mile on the river, having a flat country above and
belowit. A small distance above this rock a ereek enterson the
same side with it. Lady Washington would make a good site far
a fort, having a fine command of the river above and b-low for
severalmiles. Now endsthe river hills; a blaff now and then ex-
cepted, and the flat country commences:

Islands No. 68, and No. 69, ‘ 7813

No. 68 lies close to the right shore, just below a point as the
river turns-to the right, it is about half a mile long. ~ No. 69 lies
half a mile below No. 68, also close to the right shore, and is about
three miles long—Channel past both these islands % on the left
side of them.

Yellow Banks, left side, 5:880

Half a mile below. No. 69, and five miles from the head of No.
68. A frontier post was kept here until Wayne’s treaty at Green-
ville, in 1794. A small creek enters just below the buildings at
the Yellow Banks. ‘Fhis place took its name from the yellow
appearance of the bank of the river. ’

Island No. 70, = - - 3:883

Lics close to the left shore, is about one mile and a half long.
Channel right side. .

Mistletoe [r] beginsto appear in bunches on the top branches
of the trees. e :

Islands Nos. 71 and 72, . 5
Lie pretty close to the right shore. No. 71 is a mile and a half
long, No. 72 is small, and lies to the left and half way dywn No.
71, Channel o the left of both these islands. Below Nos. 71 &
72 you have a fine view of the river for several miles.

¥rench island No. 73, T
Channel left side.  Not far from this island and shout seven mtlefs
Fhove Green river, there is seen on the right side, a high rousd,

8§88
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Xnob pfa hill, where formerd. aFrench k i
Ttis now caﬂéd,l"rench Canz;’ maa bepta truding house.

“Three mile isiand, No. 74, 20915
iLies 50 close to the right shore that it ean searcely Be distinguish-
-¢d. Channel leftside. i guish

Green river, [s] left side, (M. D.)

Greenriverislands, Nos. 75, 76,

You cowe to these islands immediately after you get around
the right hand poiut just below the mouth of Green river. The
firstis a fine large island, pretty close to the right shore, about
six miles long, having severai families settled on it. "The seeond
is a small island lying to ;the left and along sitle of the first, and
near its lower end. Channel left side of both. From these islands
the viver runs N. Wi to ‘

Pigeon creek, right side,

104jee5L

- $:1935
Hence it forpis a short bend to the left and runs nearly S. E. to
Hendersonville, or Red Banks, ¥2950

Coming within five miles by Jand of the mouth of Green river,
though it is 25 by water. Ten miles above Hendersonville there
is a poiut of rocks on the right shore, froin which, there is no dan-
ger it you keep in the middie of the river.

Hendersonville stands on a high left bank, and extends half a
mile fronting the river, commandicg a handsome view vp and
down it forseveral miles. The town contains 30 houses of brick
and wood, 2 stores indifferently supplied, 2long tobaceo ware-
houses, a post ofiice, a jail and court-house, it being the seat of
justice for Henderson county, Kentucky  This place is included
in Henderson’s grant of 200,000 aeres of land, beginning about
20 miles on the Ohio above Green river, thenee runging a south-
west direction 20 miles to a corner near the moutliof Grove
ereck, 20 miles direct above the mouth of Green river, thence 27
milesin a N. W. direction until it strikes the Ohio, about & miles
above Highland creek.. A short distance above Hendersonville,
and on the right side of the river is a large flat bar, which you
must keepto your right.

Red Bank Island, No. 77,

Lies pretty close to the left shore, and is about a mile and a half

|9
[X=)
Ut
<

long. - About halfa mile below the head of No. 77, keep pretty N

close to the island, to avoid a sand bar which begins on the right
.shore and extends ten miles down on the same side, enlarging as ‘
it descends, thereby meking it necessary tg keep pretty close to
the left bank until you get below it.. - At the head of No. 77, there
is also a bav, which, with theisland itself; you keep on your left >
hand.  From Hendersouville the river makesanother great head
%o the right, and after running about twelve miles in almost a
north diecefion, it comes again within a mile and a quarter of the §*
bend, 15 miles above Red Bauks, having travelled a distance of
abont 37 miles below Green river, and only gained ten miles ina
dircet Line, oo , S -
Diamond Island, No. 78, ' : 12905
Channel right sie. " As yon approach this island it has the ap- i
peavance of making two great and formidable rivers, so suddeniy
and equally divided is the' earrent’ here, and sﬁ_hr{m!, that yen L
supreely know which o take for the, Ohio, ' No. 78, iselwgeand, .
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pohle Iaoking island, and eontains several thousand 2cres of ex-
icellent land.” It is about 4} miles long, broad at its head and
comes to a point below, giving it the appearance of the shape of
+ diamond, from which it is probable it takes its name. In the
Jeft channel at its head is a small island, and another immedi-
ately atits foot. A large bar, two miles below Diamond island,
e;:tenda out around the first right hand paint—Channel left
.shore.

Straight Istand No. 79, 10975 .
lfi;as close to the left shore, about o mile long—Channe} right
aide. . :

Slim Island, No. 80, - 10985

Channel right side, two miles long.—Two miles below No 80is
the first bend in the Ohio, similar in shape and appearance to
the bends of the Mississippi, hence we denominate it the JJfis-
gissippi Bend, being about five miles long. -

illow Island and Bar, No. 81, 3988
Lics close to the right shore, opposite the Mississippi Bend, and
3erminates with it—channel left side. It is about 23 miles long.
Just below the foot of this island and bar, and as you turn the
left hand point of the Mississippi Bend, a ledge of rocks dppear
pear the right shore, flom which there is no danger by keeping
near the left shore and pretty elose round the point. T'wo miles
Below this ledge of vocks, another ledge puts out from the left
shore, just below the first right hand point after leaving the first
ledge. These last rocks are not scen exceptin very low water,
when the channel is near the right shove.

Highland Creek, left side, . 5093
Five miles below the head of No. 81, and about one mile below
the Mississippi Bend. Good settlements here on both sides of
the Ohio, particularly below the creek.. From Highland ereek
the Ohio runs W. N. W. to the Wabash river. }
~ 'Wabash Island, No. 82, , 71000
‘This is a large island, five miles long, commencing about three
miiles above the Wabash river, and ends two miles below it—
ahannel right side.

Wabash River, [] right side, 31005 ., W30

Heve is seen a eabin above the mouth of the river, the remnant
of a trading establishment here some years ago, but the waters
proving detrimental, it was abandoned.—Here ends the Indiana
"Lerritory, and the Illinois commences, the divisional line be-
tween these two territories ‘striking the Ohio just aboy
mouth of the Wabash, thence runs a due north'eourse u
strikes the east and west line, which touches the most southe
point of lake Michigan, thence to lake Firie due east. and to theés:
Mississippi due west, in the parallel of lat. 42° 6* north, making * § -~
the divisional Jine 255 miles long, the mouth of ‘the Wabash

heing in 57° 56' north latitade. .

Brown’s Island, No. 83, -8]1006
"Lies close to the right shore—channel left side,
Shawanee town, right side, 711013

This village formerly belonged to the Shawanee nation of Tndi-
ans. It now possesses about 30 indifferent cabin-roofed houses,
with the exeeption of one or two that arc shipgled, It hasa

L




122  NAVIGATOR.

post-office, two or three indifferent taverns and several dram.
shops. - The U. States’ Suline salt works being near this place,
they give employment and afford a source of trade to sueh of the
inhabitants as are industrious or enterprising. ‘Ihe town is sub-
ject to the inusdations of the viver, and during those of the win-
ter and spring of 1813, the inhabitants were obliged to sbhandon

" their houses. - The channcl of the river is on the town side;

" there being a large bar opposite it on the lefi side.

" Stevenson’s Island, No. 84,

Channel right side. .

Island. No. 83, (a small island.)

Lies close to the Jeft shore—channel vighe side.

Saiine River, [«] right side,

About two mijes abovethe Sawine there are three small willow

islands or bars near the leit shore—keep to the right of them,

and this requires cave, for if you approach too near their upper
point the eurrent draws rapidiy to the leit.
Battery Rock bar,

_This bar commences about haif a mile or three quarters above
Battery Rock, and lies near the vight shore, hut flattens out a
good wav into the river. Itis a pretty high and broad sand bar
and vequives eare to avcid it; nearly cpposite the upper end of

it is a small house on the right bank. ‘The channel at the fow-
est stage of the water is pretty close to the left bank, between it
and the bar. Tlis being & dangerons und conspicuous bar, itisa
little strange liow it escaped notice in the previous editions of the
Navigator.

Battery Rock is just below the bar on the right side. Herelis
seen a furmidulle work of nature, a bare perpendicular fiont of
rocks, jutting out from a tongue of lofty land, bounding the viv-
er for half a_m.ile, having level and eultivated farms above and
below it. The Battery is about cighty or an hundred feet high,
of 2 eircular form, and a quarter of a mile: in length. About the
middie it is han lsomely tarned, aid comes up to man’s ingenious
iden as a work formed fin the purpose of the boldest and strong-
est defence.  Its upperedge slopes gradually to the river’s edge,
the lower end is broken, and huge rocks Lave leit their former
bed and taken one in the river. .

At the head of the Battery Rock an eddy is formed, the water
deen, affording a good lisrbour, was it not for the bar whicl ends
just above it, and which prevents Louts from going on that side of
the river, except in high water.

After you get three quarters of a mile below Battery Rocek,
draw over towards the right shore to avoid sand bars on the left
side of the river lving abeve Trade water creck,

Trade water Island, Mo. 86,

Lies pretty clase to the left shorve, just bolow Trade water
creek, is gne miile long, and two miles below Battery rock—
Channel right side. .

Two miles below No. 86, and three shove Cave-in-rock, is a
bar pretty close to the right shore, as the river winds to the
right. “Eeep it to your right hand. :

- Cave-in-rock Island, No. 87, )

Stands near the nidddle of the river,is abowta mile loug and
ends opposite the Cave. Clinnnel vight side. © : :

[¥2]
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»
Cave-in-Rock or House of Natare.®
Here you are peesented with a most stupenlous, curidus.'and

solid work of nature.  For half a mile on your vight before you .

reach the cave, you have a front view of a beatitdil, perpendi-
cular, smooth limestone wall, a solid mass of rock, with regular
horizontal strata, of about 100 or 120 fect in height above low
water mark, and whose summit is handsomely clothed with a
growth of small ved codars, the roots of w hich springing through
the closc fissures, and apparently receiving their nourishment
from the rocks. ‘The cedars on the tojf of these rocks appear
to be peeuliarly the haunt of birds of prey, for what reason I
know not. B

Tlhis Cave or House of Nature, opéns to view fronting the
viver a little above high water mark, its mouth is about 60 feet
acrossat the base, narrowing from both sides as it ascentds, form-
ing an arch of about 25 feet in its highest part, and ranning back
to @ peint of about 126 feetdecp. 'L'he top and sides of the eave
bewr the names of thousands who have visited it from time to
time, and the dutes of the year, &e. There arein the wallsof
this cave the same appearance of marine shells as those found in
the rocks of Kentucky, and other partsoi'the western country.
This ervern sometimes serves as a temporary abode for those
wanting shelter, in case of a ship wreck, or other secident,
which huppen on the viver near it. Famifies have beea known
to reside heve tolerably comfortable from the northern blasts of
winter.  The mouth of this cave was formerly sheltered and
nearly hid by some trees growing in frout of it, but the rude
axe has levell ‘d them to the earth, and the cavern is exposed to
the open view of the passenger. :

E:nigronis from the states, 27 years ago, used to land here
and wagon their goods across the llinois country, it uot bieing
more than 120 milesfrom this place to Kask.skia on the Missis+
sippi. - .

Hurricane bars, i
The fivst lies about a mile and a Lalfbelow the Cave on theright
shore, extending out, however, a good ways into the river, but
Dbeing flut it is not seen unless the water is very low ; it isabout
& mile and a half long, in shape something like a half moon,
back outwards ; it ends a little above Zower rock, a high point
of rocks on the right bank, so ealied trom their towering appear-
ance and sugar-lonf forin, coming to a paint at top, and covered

with lofly trees. This pile of rocks is a gond land mark if the

nayigntor, will take notice of it. 1t stands opposite the most ex-

tended point of Walker’s bar, which approaches the right shore

within about 200 yards. ! 8 :
The Second, or I alker’s bar, hegins on the left shore, as

the first quits on the right. It is a high, bold and d'fiicult bar to -

get round. From the left sideit runs outpretty suddenty, and
approuches within 200 yards of the right shore, then turning

suddenly it forms a pretty stharp point with  bluff bank, gnless

the water is very high when it is not seeh.

The channel through these barsis thus : after you pass the
cave ineline graduslly towards the left shore and keep pretty
near it. which is bluff for about two miles, laving the first bur on

*The reader is here referred to note [#] Appendix.

1
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your right, then bear over pretty rapidly towards the right
shore to within 150 yards of it, and when you get opposite the
pile of rocks mentioned, called L'ower rock, pull round the
point of Walker’s bar and make for the left shore, keeping the
bar pretty close on the left hand, leaving the island on your
right In low water you cannot go to the right of Hurricane is-
Iand, and it requires ¢are to prevent your boat being thrown on
the head of the island, or drawn into the right hand channel a-
mong snags, logs and shoals. The channel round Walker’s bar
has a swift current ; is deep, and broad enough, but there are
some logs opposite the head of the isiand that require eare and
vigilanee to pass them in safety., L'he river above Hurrieane
island is about 1000 yards broad. When a boai, winding through
this erooked channel, is seen from above, the beholder believes
it impossible she could make the left of the island.

Just below the cave on the right bauk there is a person who is
sometimes empioyed to pilot boats through this serpentine ehan-
nel. and it is better for a stranger to pay a doliar or two for
this purpose, than run the risk of grounding on either one or
the other of these bars in low water; when the water is high
there is no ceeasion for a director, for either side of the islaud
islsx good, but if you tuke the right side then keep near the right

ore. :

Hurricane island, No. 88,
Though jou pass this island on the left side, it stands nearest
the left shore, having but & narrow channel compared to that
en the right of the island, but the water is deep and rapid, the
greater part of the river passing through it. It is washing away
at its head by the power and division of the current. Itis pret-
"ty broad and about three miles long. The bars and islands ex-
tend the river here to at least one-third more than its usual
breadth.

“T'uree miles below No. 88 is a large sand bar on the left side
of the river—Channel vight side of it, pretty close to the high
hluff of rocks which overlook the right bank.

Three miles further on is another long, broad, flat sand bar,
near the middle of the river—Channel pretty close to the right
shore, under a high bluff of iron colored rocks for a mile in ex-
tent. This bar has some snags on it, a mile or better below its
head. _The left shore opposite this bar is low.

Grand Pierre creek, right side, 10

This creek is a little way below the range of blaff rocks just
mertioned, and immediately above a rocky point, under which
stands some small houses with a farm adjoining them. Opposite
the mouth of this ereek stands a sturdy planter, channel goed
on either sideof it. .
First of three Sisters, No. 89,
Channel right side. It is in the middle of the river, about a mile
and a half long, and has a farm on it.  Just below this island is
Lusk’s ferry, at the mouth of Lusk’s ereek, right side, where re-
sides a Mr. Ferguson. There is a small creek and fine farm on
the opposite side of the river, and a mile and a half below it is
- another creek and fine farm, 2lso on the left. At Lusk’s ferry
the road from Kentucky crosses to Kaskaskia, 5t. Louis, &e:

>
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Second* of three Sisters, No. 90, 441055

At the head of thisisland is a large and very broad sand bar,
which approaches very near the head of the island, and keeps
you s0 near the right shore that you would think it impossible
. to g0 to the left of the island. But the channel chutes across
suddenly from the right shore, and with application of the oars,
keeping pretty near the sand bar on the left hand, you will take
the chute with ease, having the head of the island on your right.
This is a singular formed chaunel, crooked, deep, narrow, and &
rapid -water, but with any thing like good management, not
da&%erous. The foot of the bar, and head of the island ure
bluff, and are washing away. : :

After you get through this narrow pass, the course the cur-
rent takes your boat, with steerage, is perbaps the most correct
channel. There are two bars to your rizht between the Sceond
and Third Sisters, and two small islands and a bar on your left,
close to the left shore, which do notinterfere with the chanuel
at present. . The Second Sister is a small island lying nearest
the left shore, and about half a mile or three quarters loug.
From its foot commences a chain of bars which run down to
near the head of

"Third Sister; No. 91,

‘Which you must keep on your Iett hand, having the foot of the
bar, which is bluff, on your right  This is also a smallisland,
lying nearest the left shore, not more than haif a mile long.
¥» appearance, thereis nothing to prevent you firom going to the
right of all the Sisters, but there must be some obstruction in the
bed of the river, between the Second Sister and the right shore,
to oceasion this sudden turn of the current, which now chutesyou
to the left of that island, and through the bar, which it would
seem had formerly joined the island.  Just below the Third Sis-
ter isalarge willow bar. forming the right shore.

Three Sisters. After passing the last of these, keep clos: to )
the left shore, until opposite the left hand point. :

Stewart’s Island No. 92, T 7]1064
Channel right side. No. 92 lies nearest the 1:ft shore, andis
about 2 miles long. Two miles below isa sand bar, on the
right shore—Channel on the left side of it until about hatf way
down, then bear over towards the bar, leaving some large saw-
yers to the left.

First of the Cumberland Tslands, No. 93,
Chanpel left side, it Iy ing near the right shore, about three miles
below No. 92. -As you leave No. Y3 onyour right hund.

Biz Cumberland Island,t No. 94,

9

1057

* Channel right side; keep rather nearest the right shore to avoid g

long shallow sand bar, between the Seeond and Third Sist .
Communicated.

T Below Cumberland Tsland, beging Cumberland bar, on the' right
hand shore, keep rather close to the lefthand shove, whenpast the island,
until in sight of the willow bar, 5 miles below Smitt.Jand, then hear over

‘to the right shore, but leave a-bar on year rigat, two miles below the

willow bar. N :
Commigiicaged
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Commences on your left, extending down about three miles,
and a mile and a half below Cumberland river, which is hid
trom the view of the passenger, together with the town at its
mouth, unless the left of this island is taken, which is not so safe
only when the water is in good navigable order. Burr, in his

flighty expedition to Mexico, encamped his party on this island

for some time in the winter of 1806-7.

Islands No. 95 and No. 96 are small, and so closely g'tiacl_led
to the lower end of No. 94, that they can scarcely be distinguish-
ed from that island. .

Cumberland river, [w] : .
At the mouth of this river Is a small town, and a warehouse
owned by Joseph Woods, for the deposit of goods destined up
that river. - The town has a- post office, two stores, and about
15 or 20 houses, and may from its commanding situation, be-
conie a place of considerable importance. :

Smithland, (settlement) :

On your left three miles below Cumberland river, and on a
‘handsome rising ground, is Smithland, intended originally for a
town, but now turned into a farm. A Mr. Coxe, about ‘0 years
ago, laid out a town here, with a zealous hope of its becoming'

~¥

3

the seat of wealth and business, but he is not the first who has -

got disappointed in the attempt to grow towns in a forest. This
settlement is about a mile and a half below the foot of the Big
Cumberland island.

Five miles below Smithland is a broken willow bar close to
the left shole, with a bare bar running out to the right at its
lower end’; keep pretty well on the right side of the river oppo-
site this bar.

Two miles further on, is a large flat sand bar on the right
shore, extending a good way out—chiannel pretty close to the

bluff bend on your left hand. In this bend, elose to the bank of |

tohe river, grows a sturdy. cypress, the first perhaps seen on the
hio. - : )

mouth,) ~ -

A planter shews itself in the middle of the river just above the
mouth of Tennessee. The current inclines you to the right of
it, and bears hard against the right hand bank, where it is deep
and rapid water, and requires pulling to keep off it. Opposite
the upper mouth of Tennessee, and on the right bank of the

Tennessee or Cherokee 1iver, [] kuppe»r ’

Ohio, is a nuke eeeuasioned by a slip of the bank, called Dickey’s -

Elbow, from the circumstarce of a hoat getting into-it in time to
be saved from the driving ice in February 1811, when four or
five other boats were stove at that place. After you pass the
first right hand point below the upper mouth of the Tennessee,
incline towards the left shore, to avoid & sand bar on the right,
about two miles below the: lower mouth of the Tennessee. At
the first left hand point, four miles below the lower mounth of

the Tennessee, is ancther bar which puts out a good way into

the river. In the middle of the river about a mile below the
fuot of No. 97, there appedrs from the seunding, to be a bar al-
50, but cannot be seen unless at a very low state ef the water.

There ave two islands immediately below the first mouth of

the Tennessee, forming in fact three openings to that river, the
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second so trifing, however, that the boat passage through it fs
dangerous. Boats descending the Ohio sometimes pass into the
first and come out at the third, which is the maiu or principal
mouth, keeping the two islands on the right hand. This can be
done only when the Ohio is high and the Tennessee is low, or
when their currents ave nearly equal in strength either high or
low.

The first island is small, and is not numbered. The second
is a pretty large island, and is numbered 97. :

No. 97, Tennessee island—There is a pretty large bar at the
foot of this island, which you must keep on your left, going be-
tween it and the big bar near the middle of the river, and which
is a sinall distance below to your right.  About one-third of the
river ivom the lower point of the island, is the proper channel.

Fort Massac, right side,
This fort stands on a high dry bank, and eommands a delightfal

of the river, and the long easy bend it makes without any ob-
struction for 11 miles above and four or five below the fort, gives
2 most noble prospect to the eye, and a sentiment of admiration
to the imagination, excelled only by a greater combination of
nature’s beauties. Fort Massac has, generally, a captain’s com-
mand in it, and around it are a few cabins and several small
fields cultivated. - The place, however, is neither very elegible
for a fort or settlement. As a station it is not of much impor-
tance to the United States, and the swamps, and ponds of stagnat-
ed water back of the fort, and for milés above and below it, ren-
der the country too unhealthy to invite settlers. These ponds
are supplied with water by the annual high floods of the Ohio,
and during the dry warm months of the fall season, they become
patrid, sending forth by exhalation 2 swamp miasmata that cre-
ates intermittents; and renders the inhabitants unhealthy.

The earth on the bank of the river here, has a yellowish and
jron like appearance, and from the love the cattle have in lick-
ing it, salt may also be an ingredient. . On the shore above and
below the fort the stones have a very rich appearance of pos-
sessing ferruzinons matter, and indeed fromi their shape and
color, they look as if they had been thrown out of an iron-ore

ank. .

The French had a fort herz as early as the year 1757, and
unda;:‘ the same name it bears at present. It is in lat. 57° 12/
porth. . .

The channel past Massac is near the middle of the river,
Just ahove the fort near the right shore, is a sand bar, and the
shore ovposite the garrison is rocky and shallow. .

A large sand bar,

Thicis a broad fiat bar lying in the middle of the river—chan. °

n2l right side of it. .

Litrie Chain of rocks,
Channel is near the middle of the river.

- Wilkinsonville, right side,

In the year 1801, general Wilkinson established here a hand-
sorie station for the Ameriean troops under his command.—
Several large and well bailt frame and log houses were erect-
ed, and a number of smaller ones, and the place had for a sea-

11
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son the appearance of a thriving village. It was abandoned
soon after by the troops, and the houses have since been torn
down and destroyed, and not a post or plank is there now to be
seen t point. out the spot where stood the eity.
Big Chain of rocks,
The chaunel here runs about one-third of the breadth of the
river from the left shore, until you are past the two last roeks
in the middle of the river, then bear over towards the right
shore, to avoid a sand bar just below, lying to your left hand.
Cash island, No. 98, and two bars,
This island lies elose to the:left shore, and is about one .mile
toug.  Opposite this island and near the right shore, is a high
sand bar.  There is another bar adjoining the island—the chan-

nel is neur the middle of the rviver between the island and the

bar on the rigiit shore. Thereis a narrow channel to the right
of the bar last mentioned, which is sometimes gone in low wa-
ter by keel boats aseending the Ohio

Cash river, right side, 13

This is a eonsiderable creck, having 2 small settlement at its
mouth, and during ice or wind might be made to afford a good
harbor for boats. ~ The land is something higher here than at
the mouth of the river. .
Mouth of the Ohio, :

Here is a pretty: good landing place on the right side, at the
point of the highest ground, and immediately above the willow
point, which runs down to the junction of the two rivers.

6

A temporary warehouse is kept here by col, Bird, who lives -

on the western bank of the Mississippi, opposite this place on a

#ine farm, frorn which he sometimus atfords boats provisions at

his warehouge. Could a supply of bread, bacon, chiekens, eggs,

milk, butter, &c. be depended on here, it would be 4 matter of

- great convenjence to.those deseending and ascending tue riv-
ers, and pay well the person keeping them. '

"The willow point at the junetion of these two great waters,
and which is nearly in forn of a triangle, having sides from half
to about three quarters of a mile in length, with a beantifal
growth of young willows or cotton wood on it, was not to be
seen eleven years ago, except as a bar of sand and mud; it is
at this time ubout ten feet lower than the highest ground, but
ray in 10 or 12 years raore be equally high with it, and form
the main land. guch is the rapid growth of parts of the Missis-
sippi, while other parts again are continually washing away and
disappéaring. ‘I'he right bank of the Obio just above the land-
ing place, appears to he washing away very fast.

From the high water mark on the trees at the junction of the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, it appears, the land is overftowed
during the highest fluods, from 8 to 16 tect deep. 'What a pity
that the meeting of two of the greatest rivers in the world, so
inundates the adjacent ground that not a town, settlement, nor
even a warchouse of any importance, can be established with
sufety or profit.—Buat I anticipate the time with pleasure, when
this place shall hecome the great DEPOSITE for the produce
of the upper conntry on the -Ghio and its branches, intended
for the New Orleans market; and .also for the return Joads of
the Mississippi sugar, cotton, rice, &o, consigned for the settle-
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ments on the Ohio as far up as Pitisburgh. A few years more
the rapidly settling, and enterprising citizens of the western
country, will point out the necessity of an establishment of this
kind af this spot or somewhere pear it. By leveeing it could
now be rendered seenre, but this would be attended_ with con-~
sideruble expense, without a sure retarn. A little time, and a
urion of sentiment and interest, in those immediately concern-
elin the trade of the western waters, farmeis, millers, mer-
chants, and those engaged in boating, will overcome all diffi-
eulties, and they will, after what they have already expetienc-
ed, snon be convineed, that without a place of deposit at a point,
at all seasons navigable to market, th 're never will be any sure-
ty of getting a fair price for produce when taken toit. There
are cther reasons which point out the necessity of an establish-
ment of this kind, affccting life, health, morality and religion,
which will perhaps be spoken of hereafter.

On appronching the Missis:ippi the eurrent naturally throws
you over towards the Willow Point, from which, inclining dowp-
wards, without d:ficulty, (Except the applieation of the oars
and steersge, the better to keep the boat under head way, which
ought to be doue uniformly where two currents meet, there al-
ways being in sach places more or less of a counter current)
you enter the union of two of the most noble rivers in the uni-
vePse. When the Ohiois the highest, your boat is taken half
way across the Mississippi. - When the latter is master; you
will have to row pretty hard, to reach its current, the Ohio, in
such cgses being backed up for several miles. :

The Ohio enteis the Mississippi nearly in 2 S. E. direction,
but the latter turns immediately to the S, W. aid thenee it
moves on majestieally to all points of the compass, and at 2 pace
something more rapidly than the Ghio.

Just above the mouth of the Ohio, an island in the Mississippi
near the right shore, locking upwards, very much spoils the
view gg that river. 'The Mississippi is now particularly distin-
guished from the Ohio by the whitish muddy and turbid ap-
pearance of its water, it being, when any way raised, full of
‘swells or whirls, thrown up by the fixed air, combined in, and
sot in motion, by the opersticn of the mass of descending wa-
ter; these ave iiteressed in numbers and size in proportion to
the depth and swifiness of the current. Sometimes these
whirls, or swells, or boils, as they are sometimes called, are so
large and strang that a beat is thrown half around in passing o-
ver them, and sometimes shot so rapidly out of them, either
forwards, or towards the shore, that it takes strong rowing to
get her under way again. I have seen a lightly loaded family
boat shot out of oue of these whirls so rapidly, that to the sar-
prise of its owner, his boat nearly reached the shore across the
current before he cnald understand the cause of her singular
movement, or have time to call the men to the oars. Heavy
boats are sellom affeeted by them, otherwise than turning them
round a litile, and this may be avoided generally by attention
to the steering oar, providing it be well handled by a stout,
strong, active and an exp-rienced man, and no other ought to
have the command of the steerage, for in this depends very
much the safety of the boat and cargo. .
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THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.* |

—

. 'THIS noble and celebrated stream, this Nile of North
America, commands the wonder of the old world, while
it attracts the admiration of the new. From its mouth
to where it receives the Ohio, is 1000 miles by water, but

- only 500 by land, passing through the Chickasaw coun-

try. Fromthe mouth of the Ohio to that of the Missoyri,
is' 230 miles by water, and 140 by land, from thence to
the mouth of the Illinoisriver is about 25 miles.

The Mississippi is said to take its rise in the White
Bear lake, lat. 48° 16’ N. long. 23° 17/ W. But the na-
tives of the country say that it loses its name at the falls
of St. Anthoni, lat. 45° N. and above them, it assumes
the name of Blue river, which is navigable 300 wiles,
making a distance -of-about 2580 miles from the moutl
of the Mississippi, taking its meanderings.

The following are the principal rivers which empty in-
to the Mississippi on the eastern side, from below the
falls of St. Anthony to the mouth of the Missouri, with
the distances from river to river, and how far they-ave
navigable, viz. River St. Croix, 90 miles below the falls,
said to be navigable 200 miles ; Sotoux, 60 miles:furthey
«own, navigable 80 niles; Buffalo river, 15. miles, navi-
gable 100; Black, 65 miles, navigable.about 100 ; Ouis; -
consin river, 150 miles, navigable.200; Riviére a la Mine;
120 miles, navigable 50 miles ; Riviére & la-Roche, 210
miles; Illinois, 160, navigable about 450, and is 400 yards
wide at its mouth. ;

Between a branch of the Illineis and the Chicago riv-
er, which.empties into lake Michigan, there is a portage
of two miles; from this portage to the lake is a batteauy
navigation of-16 miles. By this happy connection of wa,
ters, there is a complete communication from New York

-to -New Orleans, through that nerthern and extensive’
-route, having only about 28 miles land carriage, in the

distance of nearly 4000 miles, the greatest stretch of in.
land navigation, perhaps known m the world.—This

.route from New York, is by the Hudson river to Albany,

¥ The word JMississ'bpi, in {he language of the aborignes of the couxy
4ry, is called ¢ Meseachipi,” which signifies the Father of waters.
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%hence by land to Schenecktada, 16 miles, thence up {he
Mohawk river, and through a canal of 4 miles into Wood
creek, thence into lake Ontario, and up that lake ard
Niagara river to Queenstown, 7 miles below the falls of
Wiagara; thence 10 miles land carriage round said falls

to éhippeway, thence up the river into lake Erie, and

“#hrough that lake into lake St. Clair, thence into lake

Huron, through lake Michigan, and into the Chicago
yiver, mentioned above, thence down the Illinois and
Mississippi rivers. This route co_mprehends the most
extensive channels, and gives a wide scope to trade in
general, and may one day be made a very profitable use
of to individual citizens, as well as highly advantageous
to the trade and commerce of the United States, espe-
cially if they get possession of the nerthern fur trade now
carried on by the British. 7
The country of the Illineis is perhaps not exceeded in
beauty. levelness, richness, and fertility of soil, by anyin
the United States, nor perhaps in the world. Its appear-.
ance istruly delightful, and some are of opinion that this
is the spot that is called by some French writers  The
Terrestrial Paradise.” It yields great quantities of
pes, from which the inhabitants make a very good
red wine for their own consumption. Coal mines, and
galt ponds 100 yards in circumference, are found on the
Illinoisriver : and on a branch of it an alum hill has been
discovered; there are also appearances of copper. It
yields red and white cedar, pine and mulberry; indigo,
tobacco, hemp and flax are raised to advantage; the su-.
gar and fruit trees flourish admirably; and some dying

- and medicinal plants are found.

The French used to get their mill stones about 250
miles up the Ilinois. There are several beautiful lakes
near its borders, and one 210 miles from the Mississippi,
called the Illinois lake, which is 19 miles and an halfin
length, and three in breadth, and contains great plenty
of fish, particularly the Sturgeon and Picannau. The Ilki-
nois has a number of rivers emptying into it, and some
of them large, and navigable for 150 miles. The river
Michilimackinack which enters it about 190 miles from
the Mississippi, is navigable 90 miles, and has atits mouth
30 or 40 islands, which at a distance. look like a small

.village. The banks of the lllinois are high and the water

clear, and at the bottom of the river are white marle and
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sand. It has a number of islands in it, some of which are
10" miles long.. 'Ihe prairies or extensive meadows a-
bound much on and near-the Illinois river; these yield
fine large grase and smail shrubbery A Fleche crarrow
stone is found on this river, from which the Indians make
their gun flints and point their arrows.

I'wenty-five miles below the Illinois, the Missouri joing
the Mississippi on the W. side. It is in fact the princi-
pal river, contributing more to the common stream than
does the Mississippi, even afterits junction with the Illi-
nois.” It is remarkably cold, muddy and rapid. Itsover-
flowings are consicerable.  They happen during the
months of Juneand July; and on account of their com-
mencing later than those of the Mississippi, it is thought
that the sources of the Missouri are northward of those of
the Mississippi.—Traders go up the Missouri 2000 miles,
gnd for that distance, its waters are uubroken by any coy-
siderable rapids.* .

. ‘'The Mississippi, below the mouth of the Missourd, is
always muddy, and abounds with sand bars, which fre-
quently change their places. It carries 15 feet water to
the mouth of the Ohio, to which placeTt is about  of a mile
wide. The current is too powerful, and the river too
ctonted; to be stemmed by the force of the wind alone,
acting upon sails. Barges and keel boats, however, may .
ascend by being rowed or poled : a sail is sometimes of
considerable help, and gives ease to the hands. During
the floods of the Mississippi, which are periodical like
those of the Nile in Egypt, the largest vessels may de-
scend if care be taken 1n the steerage, keeping them off’
the islands, which are numerous. These floods begin in
April, and the viver returns into its banks early in
August. Its overflowings or inundations extend further
on the western than on the eastern side, covering the
1ands in some places 50 miles from its banks. Above the
mouth of the Missouri, it resembles the Olio, like it, clear
and gentle in its current, not quite so wide, the period of
its floods nearly the same, but not rising to so great a
height.—This river ficlds turtle of a peculiar kind, perch,
trout, gar, pike, mullets, Kerrings, carp, spatula-fish, of
50lb. weight, catfish of 100lb. weight, buffalo fisl, and
sturgeon.—Alligators or crocodiles have been seen as high

* For a more particular accmtrlz\ti of the Missours, see Appendin

.
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up as the Arkansas. It also abounds in herons, crancs,
ducks,brandt, geese,and swans; and its margins are not
‘wanting in musick, from a great variety of the “ sweet
songsters of the wood.” .
Fifteen miles below the mouth of the Missouri, St,
Y.ouis is handsomely situated on the western bank of the
Mississippi, 215 miles by water, and 125 by land above
the month of the Ohio. It stands on a high piece™of
around, and is the most healthy and pleasant situation of
any known in that part of the country.—St. Louis was
fir5t settled by a fow French settlers from the east side of
the river, about the year-1765. 'The country falling into
the hands of the Spaniards by conguest from Britain, it re-
mained in their pessession until that government gave it
up to France Dy the treaty of 1800 and 18013 from whom
it passed by right of purchase dated 30th April, 1803, in-
5 the hands of the government of the United States, and
was regularly taken possession of on the 20th Dec. 1804,
Itis the seatof goverttinent for the territory of Missouris
the town contains about 200 dwellings,several mercan-
‘tile steres, a post office, anq is now fast increasing in
population, buildings and business generally—1It has al-
50 a printing office issuing a weekly gazette. The fur
and peltry trade of the Missouri and Mlssxssqi;}i rivers
principally centres here. 1t isin lat. 38° 36/ N. and the
“climate may be compared with that of Maryland and Vir-
sinia between 37° and 35° N lat.
Cahokia, a small village, is situated 4 or 5 miles below
.8t Louis, on the east side of the Mississippi and one mile
up a small river.  About 45 miles lower down is the vil-
lage of St. Philips. Fort Chartiers is 4 miles still fur-
ther down. Thevillage of Kaskaskia, 12 miles below
Fort Chartiers, is situated 5 miles up a river of the same
pame which joins the Mississippi on the east side, about
. 80 miles above the meuth of the Ohio. The village of St.
Genevieve or Missire, is situated on the western bank of
the Mississippi, nearly opposite Kaskaskia villages; in
1773, it contained 100 houses, and 4€0 inhabitants ; this
and 8t. Louis, were the only towns on the western side of
he Mississippi at that period.” Four miles below St. Ge-
nevieve, on the same side with it, at the inouth of a creek,
is'a Hamlet, called a Saline; where a vast quantity of
aeltis made, which can be afforded at about one dollar
per bushel atthe works.
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A few miles westward of St. Geneviceve are several
lead furnaces, which make a large quantity of lead.—
They sell it at the furnaces, from threc to four centsa
pound.—The lead mines in this part of the Mississippi
country are very numerous, and when the scttlements
¢an afford them to be worked to their full extent, taey
must yield a vast revenue to the g vernment of the Uni-
ted States. i

'The ridge which forms the eastern bank of the Missis-
sippi above the Missouri, continues northerly to the Ili-
nois river, whence from its summit, you have a most de-
lightful prospect of the Mississippi river for 20 miles;
and also of the beautiful meanderings of the lilinois for
many leagnes—Next presents itself to view, a level and
fruitful meadow, of at least 100 miles in civenit on the
western side of the Mississippi, watered by sveral lakes,
and shaded by small groves or copses of trees, scattered
in different parts of it, and then the eye with rapture
surveys, as well the highlands busrdering upon the river
‘Rissouri, as those at a greater distance up the.Riissis-
sippi. ) ‘ , ‘
The point of land formed by the junction of the
Ohio with the Mississippi, is about 20 feet higher than
the common surface of the river, yet the spring floods
overflow it for several weeks. 'The point is remarkably.
rich, baving the mud of the rivers deposited on it yearly
and it yields in its natural state peavines, grass, &c. and
in particular, the aspen tree, of an unusual height and
thickness.

The current of the Mississippi runs at the rate of about
3% to abeut 4 miles an hour; when very high something
faster.  From the mouth of the Ohio to the creek of the
Fouche, which is twenty-five leagues above New Orleans,
the Mississippi carries from 30 to GO {ect water ; below
this, to its mouth, from 50 to 40 fathoms,and is from three
quarters to a mile in breadth. From the warmth and
muddiness of the water, it is rendered a disagreeable
drink to navigators. - By filling some jars with it over
night, it becomes cool and clear, and is rendered more
’p.?atable. The waters of the Mississippi are said to con-
tain medicinal qualities, having performed cures for most
cutaneous diseases, operating on séme as a powerful ca-
thartic and as a purifier of the blood. It is upon the
whole, after filtration, and being kept cool inlarge jars
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sunk in the ground or shaded, the most agreeable water
I everdrank, aud I am led to believe the wholesomest,
I have frequently drove off 2 slight stomach fever after
eating, occasioning a head-ache and a quickened pulse,
by drinking two, three, or four tumblers of this delightful
water. -And I have known those distressed with a sudden
attack of a vinlent intermittent fever, whose pulse was
very quick, and skin dry and hot, to get relief ina few
minutes after drinking {recly of this water: two or three
tumblers full throwing the person into a fine and free
perspiration.

The principal rivers which empty into the Mississippi
helow the mouth of the Ghio,are, Wolfand Yazooz rivers
én the left sides rivers St. Francis, White, Arkansas,
lied or Riviere Rouge, on the right. These will be more
particnlarly noticed as we descend.

Among the fowls of this river, especially pretty low
down, the Pelican are very numerous.®

Aftev you enter the Mississippi you begin to wiad con-
gideraldy to the southward, and sometimes -cast of that
point. “The climate becomes mild and warm, and the
winter gives but a trifling check to the growth of vegeta-
tion. The banks of the river, especially below Point
Coupde, are lined with groves of orange trees, whose de-
lightful fragrance, and the beautiful appearance of their
flewers, added to the prospect of getting the fiuit plenti-
fully, has a charming effect on the feelings, and seem to
form a temporary comapensation to the wearied navigator,
far many inconveniencies he experiences, and the toils
r'v1the hazards he may have undergone since his embark-
ation.

% . =
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 fiean is 2 very large bird, not nnlike the swan in shape oreclors
it what renders it particalarly singularamong the feathered tribe, isits
mons bag ar ponch which hangs under its Jong bill. This is large
anouzh tohold 4 o 5 gallons of water; they use it prineipally howeveras a
rzervoir for the fish they eateh, either for their own foad, or that which
dwevintend to carty to their voung—The Pelican is said to have a me-
Jancholy countenanee, is very torpid, and to a great degree inactive, so
much so, that nothing can excced its indolence but its gluttony, and that
hnnger is the only inducement it has to'rouse fromits stupid slecp. It
is asserted that they seem tobe fond of musick. = They are longlived, and
capable of heing domesticated. ' History informs us that the emperor
Alaximilian Liad a tame Peliean sbout 80 years. ‘Their flesh is too coarse;
to be eaten. . Their poaches are frequently dried and converted into bags
or purses, for the use of the latfies. The pouch of this bird is said to have
given rise 't the fabulons story among the aneients: that it fod its joung
with bood from its bremt. ] )
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- The cotton wood tree also grows in great abundance
ou the banks of the Mississippi. This tree on examina-
tion has been found to be the same with the Lombardy
poplar, though some doubt its identity. :

'The waters of this river are keptin their proper chan-
nel, below Baton Rouge to New Orleans, by artificial
banks call the Levee, on which are erected a number of
saw mills, which are turned by a sluice being cut through
the bank or levee, and the water gushing forth and falling
* on the wheel, turns it with great velocity.~—~There bein
1o tail-race, the water expands itself through the flatan
swampy country below.

We are indebted for the following interesting description
of the viver Mississippi and its Delta, with that of the
adjacent pavis of Louisiana, to Mr. William Dunbar,
communicated by him to the American Philosophical
Society, from whose work, voL. vi. it is extracted.

¢The multiplicity of the rivers which are tributary to
the Mississippi, extending themselves over an immense
tract, which comprehends nearly 20 deg. in lat. and 30in
long. mustrender this river at all seasons one of the most -
considerable onthe globe. The annual inundation, being
supplied from so great a variety of climates, must naturally
be expected to be oflong duration; and may generally be
estimated at nearly hal% the year; beginning, {com. an-
nis.) to rise in January, and fall in June ; the two ex-
tremes being frequently extended by the early autumnal
and winter rains in the southern latitudes, and by the pro-
traction of the northern winters, which retard the disso-
lation of the immense accumulations of snow in those
cold regions. At the landingat Natchez (380 miles from
the mouth of the river) the perpendicular ascent of the
waters of the Mississippi, from the lowest ebb to the high-
est inundation, may be estimated at 50 feet. At Baton
Rouge /200 miles distant) it was found to be 30 feet; at
New Orleans (80 miles above the meuth) it is about 12
feet; and at the mouth of the river scarcely any percep-
tible change isobserved, excepting by a stronger current,
charged'with earthy matter, rolling into the ocean during
the season of the inundatien, at which time all the lakes
and communications with the sea are replenished with the
waters of the inundation, and-the ocean itsclf is often

e g T .
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repelled to such & degree that fresh water has been drawn
up out of sight of land. This great difference in the per-
pendicular rise of the waters of the inundation, is to be
accounted for from the prodigious number of natural ca-
nals issuing from the Mississippi, and those immense
sheets of water, often unbounded by a single horizon, flow-
ing over the banks, and never to return, and inundatin
vast tracts of country, which owe their existence to the
creative power of this grand river, and which finally dis-
charge themselves into the Mexican Gulph by an infinite
number of mouths, many of which are, in apparent agni-
tude, equal to the Mississippi itself; the space embraced
by the Delta of this river, on the sea coast, being, from
information, notless than three degrees of longitude.

< 'The waters of the Mississippi are not,at any time, per-
fectly transparent: during the absence of the inundation
they are not much troubled, presenting a slight milky ap-
pearance, which is attributed to the Missouri; but during
the time of the inundation, all the rivers which discharge
their superabundant waters into the Mississippi are.more
orless charged with terrene matter, and during the decline
of the inundation the turbiduess is sometimes so great
that a glass filled withits water appears to deposite in a
few minutes, a sediment equal to one-eighth of its bulk.
This extreme impurity is not to be attributed entirely to
the immediate effect of the Missouri, but principally to
the falling in of the mud banks, either newly formed be-
neath the iafluence of the current of the river, or under-
mined by its rapidity, perpetually changing its bed by en-
Targing the concavity of its bends, and projecting its
points or head-lands. 'This operation has a natural
tendency to lengthen the circuitous course of the riv-
er: but the effect is amply compensated by its own
nrogress; for the enlargement of the bends frequently
brings them so near each other, that the weight of the
waters bursts at once through the solid soil, forming in a
few days anew bed, capable of conveying the whole wa-
tars of this mighty river, and shortening thereby its course
many leagues. The disruption which took place at Point
Coupse cut off ten leagues, and within this territory, the
cut-off at Homochito, has thrown to the east of the Mis-
cissinpi an island of seven leagues.in circuit; and at
the Yazoaoz a similar efect has been produced on the west
side, by the formation of an island of five leagues in cir-
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cumference. Those islands are. now both converted in-

to peninsulas, by the formation of new land across one

of the mouths of the old channel,:while the other is par-
tially kept open by the dischiarge of the (comparatively)

small rivers of the Yazooz and Homochito; the for-

merof those, nevertheless, is not inferior in magnitude to

that great commercial river the Thames. The conse-:
quence ‘of those disruptions is the formation of lakes,

which, in process of time may be removed far from the

actual channel of the rivers and, in effect, are now found

to. be scattered in all situations over the immense valley

of the Mississippi. :

% When those lakes are first approached, they present
so perfect a resemblance-of the Mississippi, witli regard
to breadth, the appearanee of the ‘banks, and the natural
serpentine form’ of its course, that many persons have
been deceived thereby, and recognized their error only by
the discovery of the stagnant state of the water, the ap-
pearance onits borders of the Nymphea Nelumbo, and oth-
er aquatick plants. No person, therefore, doubts that those
lakes have all,in their turn, served to convey the waters
of this father of rivers,and now, during the season of the in-
undation, still flow with a full current, contributing their -
aid to the evacuation of the waters of a thousand ‘rivers
which precipitate themselves into the valley of the Mis-

- sissippi. - When we take a survey of this valley, up-+
wards of thirty miles wide opposite to tlie Natchez, di-
verging very obtusely as we approach the sea-coast, where
it is perhaps not less than three degrees in longitude,
and that in no partof it do we discover any other sail than
such as is now daily deposited by the waters of the Mis-
sissippi, it is impossible not to believe that this valley has,
in the beginning, been a branch or inlet of the ocean,"
which his received into its besom this great river, similar

- to the river de ]a Platd, the gulph of §t. Lawrence, Dela-
ware bay and many others not remarkable for the alluvial
properties of their'rivers. ', When on the other hand, we
contemplate the effects of the ereative power of the Mis- .
sissippi, which has filled up this prodigious space with .
soil, more or less solid, and- which -must, at Natchez,

. exceed 100 feet perpendicylar above the level of the seas:
.sloping gradually like an'immense glacis, to the ¢oastof :

the bay of Mexico, where, nevertheless; it does not:
ferminate, but shelving off, by continual accumulation,”
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frequently embarrasses vessels out of sight of land, along-
the coast, to the west of the Mississippi: I say, when we
survey this immense work, perfor;ngd by the ha.nd of na-
ture, we cannot accord with the opinions of certain vision-
ary philosophers, who have been pleased to amuse them-
selves with the pretended infantile state of our continent,
compared to their transatlantick w_vorld; but, on ﬂ!e con-
trary, we must grant to it an incalculable antiquity,
When the inundation is at its height, the whole valley is
replenished with water, every where in motion, making
its progress towards the ocean; so that, at that season,
the river may be said to be thirty miles or more in
breadth at Natchez. The waters which pass over the
west bank of the main channel never return. On the
east, a chain of high land, which, at many points, is wash-
ed by the river, meandering along its valley, compels its
waters to rejoin the primitive stream; but from Baton
Rouge, the high lahd, which has hitherto held a southerly
course, diverges suddenty to S. E. and is no more visited
by the grand channel of the Mississippi. All the waters
which escape to the eastward between Baton Rouge and
Maushac, [fifteen miles| are collected by the Ibeér-
ville, which passing through a breach in the high land
of about sixty yards, delivers its contents to the river
" Amit, which “empties itself into lake Maurepas, commu-
nicating with the ocean by the intervention of tiie more
considerable lake Ponchartrain. The high land is con-
tinued in a very narrow tongue or promontory, ina south-
easterly direction, along the island of New Orleans,
which is disruptured in many places, thereby venting the
waters of the inundation into the lakes, which otherwise
would be collected into an oblong basin. formed by the
high Iand on the one hand, and the bank of the river on
the other. One half of the Island of New Orleans would
have thereby become so completely inundated as to be
pninhabitable.

- «The perpendicular height of the high lands above the
level of the inundation is frem 200 to SO0 feet at Natchez;
at Baton Rouge it does not exceed 25; and on the island
of New Orleans it declines so rapidly as frequently tobe
iost under the accumulations of soil deposited by the wa-
ters of the inundation. In the sides of a canal from New
Orlears to the river St. John’s, communicating with lake-
Poncharteain, I discovered the centinuation- of the high
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}ftnd cut through to the breadth of little more than 20
© tfeet. . S o

«To a stranger, the first view of the Mississippi con«
veys not that idea of grandeur which he may have pictur-
ed to himself: his first judgment will rest upon the ap=
pearance.of its breadth, in which respect it is inferior to
many rivers-of much less note. - Its principal channel is
rarely a mile in width any where below the Ohio, unless:
where its stream is divided by islands or shallows: It is
not uafrequently less than half a mile. - The magnitude
of this river is not to be computed by its width, but by its:
depth; in which it is perhaps equal to any on the glcbe s
but itis so contracted atthe place of its.entrance into the
ocean, as to be thenless in width than itis found tebeat a-
thousand miles. from its mouth: the cause of this peculi~
arity is, perhaps, n«t difficult to develope. = The natural
eifect of rivers is to increase continually the depth and -
breadth of their beds, by the perpetual abrasion of their
waters. ‘Such must be the consequence with regard to
all rivers which do not supply by alluvion a sufficient
quantity of matter to counteract this effect. . Certain riv-
ers, which-in the upper part of their course pass through-
fertile regions, whose rich and tender soil is easily broken
down ang carried away by the impetuosity of the current,
not only supply this deficiency, but discharge such incon-
ceivable quantities of earthy matter as to fill up in a
great measure, those spacious bays and channels,scooped:
out by the hand of nature, in order to facilitate the mings
ling of their waters with those of the ocean. Insuch cir-
cumstances the breadth of theriver will always be in pro- -
portion to the mean quantity of water discharged dur-
_1ing the time it flows within its baunks; for it is to be re~

wmarked, that during the time of the inundation_the com-
mon channel of the river is in some measure lost in the
immensity of waters whizh flow over its banks in all di-
rections.  The bottom and sides of the channel, ¢uring
this time_suffer no abrasion, but, en the contrary, from
the diminution of the velocity of the inferior: currents,

ain rapidly upon the breadth of the river. ‘The moment
%1?@ current of the riveris confined within its proper banks
it begins to-exért its dominion evér its own channel,
and %’ashion"s its bed by the momentum of its waters,
attacking sometimes one side, sometimes the other, ac-
cording as the wain filament-of the stream is deflected
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from shore to shore; by which means large portions of
newly created soil are preserved, while in other situa-
tions the mors compact earth is undermined and borne
into the ocean, and thus an equilibrium is restored be-
tween the channel and its included waters. Hence, it
comes to pass, that rivers which run through alluvial
countries are much narrower, in proportion to the quan-
tity of their waters, than those whose courses are over
rocks, gravel or sand; but, on the other hand, their depths
are great, and they are frequently better fitted for the
purpose of navigation =~ The Mississippiis supposed tobe
navigable (pursuing the western branch, or Missouri,)
5000 miles at least from the ocean. T hose who have stu-
died the theory of rivers inform us, that the stability of
the bed of a river depends upon a due equilibrivmn’ be-
tween the velocity of the current and the tenacity ofthose
matters which compese its bottom and sides. The velo-
city of rivers is greatest at the surface, gradually dimin-
ishing downwaras. Hence when the bottom is comf)osed
of matter of the most yielding nature, the channel wili
continne te deepen until-the velocity at bottom is almost
nothing, and the depth of water will be regulated by those
circumstances. The bottom of the bed of the Missis-
sippi, with the alluvial country, being composed of the
finest sand and the lightest earth extremely comminuted,
itis not surprising thatits depth should be comparatively
great. Iis soundings have, it is believed, never been tak-
en with minufe attenticn; but from New Orleans to the
mouth of the river, its depth is said to be from fifty to
seventy fathom, under the thread of the current, which
follows the concave shore; diminishing gradually towards
the elbows, where there are frequently considerable shal-
lows. The sudden effect of thediminution of the veloci- -
ty of water, is no where more remarkable than at the
mouth of this river; for the rolling torrent no sooner ar-
rives at the ocean, than, finding its bed indefinitely en-
larged, it spreads on all hands: the thread of the current
diverges into an infinite number of filaments, like radii
from a centre ; the velocity of the mass of water rapidly
diminishes, until no longer able to propel the matter In-
therto suspended and swept along by the swiftness of the
stream, it is deposited in form of a‘crescent, opposing to -
the mouth of the river a bar, with from twelve to twenty
fect water. The eurrent being less, immediately tq the
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tight and left thanin front of the mouth of the river, the
deposition and accumulation of matter will consequently
proceed more rapidly on either side; and the velocity of
_the current being increased by the contraction of the
channel, the bar will be protruded farther into the ocean.
Hence, it appears why the mouths of all alluvial rivers
terminate in a promontory, prejecting more or less into
the ocean.—This -last mentioned operation of nature
points out the method of improving the navigation of the
entrance of the Mississippi, which may be effected at no
very considerable expense, by carrying out a pier ol each
side of the principal branch, composei of piles, so far as
may be found sufficient to procure the desired depth. The
bar will thereby be throwninto deeper water, and, in pro-
cess of time, will accumulate and asceud to its former
height, which will demand a new prolongation of the
piers.—Every small rivulet passing through fower Louisi-
ana is a miniature of the Mississippi: whatmay be perform-
ed, upon a small scale with respect to the latter, will cer-
fainly succeed (by well directed efforts) on the former.
"The river St. John’s, sixty to eighty feet wide, efitering
lake Ponchartrain t¢ the north of New Orleans, was foun
frequently so choked up and impeded by a bar across its
mouth, that canoes could sometimes with difficulty enter;
sloops and batteaux being obliged, at such times, to re-
main in the lake, exposed to danger.” The government
directed two very simple piers, each composed of a dou-
ble row of round rough piles, to be carried from the shore
across the bar; and altﬁough the piers were pervious to
the water, yet so much velocity was acquired, that the
bar was very speedily swept off, and the river has always
gince remained navigable for small sloops and schooners,
wliich proceed up to the city by the river and the canal of
Carondelet :
¢ The depth of the river diminishes considerably as we
advance upwardg; probably owing tothe increased tena-
city of the matter forming its bed.” At Natchez, when the
waters, are low, it is about twelve futhoms; and thereare
gituations below the Olio, where the ordinary boats have
been embarrassed te find a passage both upwards and
downwards : a moderate fresh, nevertheless, renders the
Mississippi navigable up to the Fall of St. Anthony, about
2000 lui})es from its mouth. The breadth of the river ap- -
poars to be upon theincrease upwards, in proportion as we.
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¢t above the alluvial country, as high as the Missouri,
Rotwithstanding the loss of a number of principal rivers
which flow in below. Inlat. 42 deg. itis said to be halfa
‘mile in breadth, which probably equals its mean breadth
from Yazooz to its mouth.. -
« The margin of the river is the highest land tobe found
in the valley of the Mississippi. As the river overflows
its banks, the waters immediatel ﬁ begin to deposite their
rossest particles, which are chiefly sand and black marl;
and in their progress backwards, this depositionis contin-
ued until, at length amatter is deposited, so highly levi-
gated, that upon the retiring of the waters it assumes a
compactness and golidity resembling pitch.  When the
river, by disruption, alters its course,and new accumula-
tions of slime, sand and marl are laid upon this very com-
pact earth, a false belief might be induced that this solid
soil is not the offspring of the river, but the original parent
earth coeval with the Mississippl itself, upon which this
great river had afterwards deposite_d the rich spoils of the
northern regions, borne down by its mighty tide.~Thie
compact soil I have found at the depth of from ten to
thirty feet; and in other situations no appearance is to be
seen of any other than the common soil forined of the mud
of the river.  The soil near the river is sandy, particular-
1y that which has been lately formed. From a quarter to
half a mile from the margin of the river the sand is less
apparent, and loses its name of ¢ terre sablonneuse,”
acquiring that of « terre grasse,’ being the richest black
marl, with a moderate admisture of sand. At greater
distances and frequently at some depth under the last
mentioned soils, is found the above mentioned compact
earth, called glaise (potter’s earth:) it is no doubt emi-
nently adapted to the use of the potter, though hitherto
not mach applied to the manufacture of earthern ware.—
Upon all lands long subject to culture, and defended
from the inundation, although near to the margin, the ap-
pearance of sand is almost lost; but itis evident, from
the friability of the soil, and the facility with which it is
cultivated, that a large portion still remains intimately
mixed with if ; whereas_the terre grasse (unmixed or pure
marl) yields with difficulty to the plough; it exhibits proofs
of the richest marl, a slight shower causing it to crumble
into powder after being turned up: yetas our climate is
exposed to sudden and violent falls of rain, with hot sun-
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ghine, it frequently becomes so firm and unyielding, after
the crop has been planted, that no mode of cultivation can
- be conveniently. applied, but barely scratching the suy-
face with the hoe ; yet this became, with the French indiga
planters, a favorite soil. Although less productive, it is
more easily kept clear of weeds, the compacted soil refus-
ing a- passage to their tender fibrous roots, while the vig-
orous tap root of the indigo plant conquers the obstinacy
of -the*sull))'acent stratum. . From the river bank a naturaj
glacis is formed, whose declivity at New Orleans may bg
at the rate of six or eight inches inx 100 feet, to the distancd
of 600 or 700 toises, diminishing ; after which the descent
becomes almost imperceptible, and is gradually lost in
swanmps; marshes and lakes, which finally communicate
with the sea.”” - :

“The following list of the indigenous plants, shrubbery -
and herbaceous, to be met with on the Mississippi, along
the boundary, and in the Floridas, may not be uninterest«
ing to many of our readers. To the popular names, those’
used by botanists are added, in the manner practised by
the in‘genious and learned author of the « Nofes on Fir-
ginia.” The botanical name constantly follows the popus
Iar-one, and is  included in a parenthesis.* ~ i

« At the mouth of the Ohio, and down the Mississippi
swanip, one -of the prevailing species of timber is cotton
wood, (poplus deltoides of Marshall,) it bears a very
striking resemblance to the lombardy poplar, is equally
quick in growth, open, soft and porous. Black willow,
(salix migra,) black ash, (fraxinus nigra,) sugar maple,
(acer saccharinum,) but not in great abundance, and be-
comes more scarce as you descend the river.  Ido net
recollect of seeing but one tree of it-south of the bounda-
ry.. Water maple, (acer negundo,) pecan, (juglans illi-
noinensis,) this 1s met with as high as the Wabash, where
‘it is"not scarce, but becomes more abundant from thence

down te the gulphof Mexico. Papaw, /annona triloba,) I~ -

have eat of the. fruit in great perfection as early as the
17th of July, in the Mississippi territory. ~Button wood,
or sycamore, (platanus occidentalis, hickory, (juglans.
_ hickory of three species.)  The cypress, (cupressus dis-
tichd;)-begins to make its appearance about the Arkansas,
and becomed very abundant a little further south and ap-
pears to beinexhaustible before you reach the 31st deg.
S * Ellicot’s Ji)&lmal, P 284, :
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of north latitude. It occupies many, parts of the Swamp
almost to the exclusion of any other timber. 'The cy-
press is a very useful wogd, and we.neyaily u_segl in that
country for coveringy flooring and ﬁz;nshmg buildings. K
groWS 11 Swamps, marshes and ponds, but not on_hxgh dry
fand. The stem, or body of the tree, generally rises from
the apex of a large conical base, above which the work-
men have frequently to erect scaffolds before they fall the
tree. From the roots of the tree a number of conical ex-
crescences grow up, which are c_alled c)("pre.ss knees, some
of them are eight or ten feet high, and being hollow are
used for bee-hives, and other purposes. The long moss,
(tillandsia usneoides,) makes gts appearance on the Mis-
sissippi nearly in the same latitude ’mfch t_he cypress and
almost covers some of the trees to which it is appended
before you reach the Walnut-hills. This is a very use-
ful article, and answers almost as well for beds and mat.
iresses ag craped horse hair: it is nearly as elastic and
almost as incorruptible. Although this moss, is not like
ihe ‘misletoe immediately connected with the trees on
which it hangs, it will not live long on a dead tree. Sweet
bay, (laurus borbonia,) magnolia grandiflora: this most
splendid and beautiful tree, I do pot recollect seeing a-
tove the Walnut-hills ; but have no doubt of its growin
much further nerth. It is common through all the ricﬁ
tand of the Natchez, and east to the Atlantic. The fore-
zoing appear to be confiped either to very wet, or very
rich %and_, and will be met svith in all such places along
the boundary, and throngh the Floridas, with the excep-
tion of the pecan, sugar maple and one or two others. The
katalpa, (bignonia catalpa,)is not uncommon ; but ap-
eared the most abundant en the banks of the Coenecuh.
g’he nyssaaquatica, is common on the Chaitahocha below
e boundary. Exclusive of those plants, which are gen-
eraily confined tolow or very rich grounds, the following
will be met with in various parts of the country. Sas-
safras, laurussassafras,) which grows to a large size about
the Natchez. Sweet gum, {liquid amber,} common swamp
gum, {nyssa integrifolia.) holly,(ilex opaca,)in great abun-
dance i some parts of the Mississippi territory, and fre-
yuently becomes a large tree. Parsimon, (dyospyros
virginiana,) very common. Locust, {robina pseud-acacia,)
honeylecnst,{gleditsiatriacanthos,)black walnut, {juglans
nigra. elm, (wlmus americana,) dog wood, (cornus Hori-’
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_da;) red bud (cercis canacensis,) mulberry, (morus rubra,}
wild plum, ¢prunus chickasaw, tulip tree, (liriodendron
tulipifera,  this is improperly called poplar, in the middle

“states. - White oak; {quercus alba,; b_lacls; oak, (quercus.

"nigra,; swamp oak, (quercus aquatica,j chesnut o_ak,
(quercus prunus,; with several other species, or v;metxe_s.
Live oak, {quercus virens,) this very useful timber is
much confined to the coast, and a short distance from it.
I do not recollect seeing it in any considerable quantity in
West Florida, as far north as the boundary.—Red cedar;.
(Juniperus virginiana,) this is likewise much confined to
the coast, and in some places very abundant.—Fine;
¢pinus,) broom pine, (pinus palustris,) with several other
species or varieties; the -quantity inexhaustible.~Buck
eye, (aesculus pavia,; this is sometimes confounded with..
the buck eye, ‘aesculus flava,) of the Ohio; they are not
the same. = Wild cherry, (prunus virginiana,) great pal.
meto, or cabbage tree, tcorypha, or palmitto of Walter,)

. cassina yapon, {ilex vomiteria,) the black-drink used by

_the Creeks, and some other Indian nations at their coun-
cils, and- public meetings, is made by an infusion of the

. leaves of thig shrub. ﬁyrica inodora, [of Bartram7 from
. the berries of this shrub, the green wax, used in making
——candles is collected : these two last are confined to the
coast. ~Beech, [fagus ferruginea,] chesnut, [fagus ameri-

. eana,] éﬁﬁéﬁpn;tfa%};rrpmﬂhﬁ[‘s‘o_‘me‘ of threm are. suffii-
ciently large in the Mississippi territory to be split into

rails.  Spice wood, [laurus benzoin,] Bermudian mul-
. berry, [callicarpa americana, | cane, [arundo gigantea of
 Walter,] extends through all parts of the Mississippi
. swainp, and occupies equally the high, as well aslow land,
from the Walnut-hills down the river to Point Coupee,
‘and easterly, from fiftcen to twenty miles-or more.. 'The -
whole of that high,rich, hilly, and broken tractof country,
except where the farms are opened, maybe causidered one
solid ‘cave-brake, and is almost impenetrable ; but wilk
probably be destroyed in a few years by the cattle, hogs,
and fires. = Its general height is from twenty to thirty-six
- feet, though T have met with it on the top of several hills
forty-two feet high. The small cane, or reed, [arundo
tecta of Walter,| begins to make its appearance on the
boundary about twenty miles east of the Mississippi river,
and with the arundo gigantia, or large cane, will be found
on all the creeks and river bottoms, through to the Atlan-

-
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tic. The China root, [smilax China,] and passion flower,

‘passifiora incarnata,) are abundantin the rich grounds.
The sensitive briar, | mimosa instia,] this beautifel and
singular plant, is common to the poor sandy land. Sey-
eral species of that beautiful plant, the saracinia, are fre-
suently met with in the margins of swamps, and low
grounds: and three or four handsome species of the wa-
ter dock, [nymphea,] poke, [phytolacca decandra,] su«
mack, [rhus,] several species. Along the water courses,
‘and in the swamps where the land is good, several species
of well tasted grapes are found in great plenty. Many of
the trees in the low grounds are loaded with a variety of
vines, the most conspicuous of which are the creeper or
trumpet flower, ! bignonia radicans, ] and common poisen
~ine, {rhus radicaas.*] misletoe, {viscum,| i3 in great
zbundance, and will beiound attached to almost all kinds
of trees. I have {requently observed it on peach and
plum trees. In the midile states it is generally found on
the common swamp gum, [nyssa integrifolia.]”

For a further botanical description of the plants, shrubs
and trees of the Mississippi, and of the country east of
that river, we must-refer our readers to the interest-
ing travels of William Bartram, whose account of that

. country and its natural productions is highly worthy
of the nerusal of every inquiring mind, and it tmay be a
matter of no little surprise that ¢ Barfram’s Travels®
are so seldom tobe met with in the bookcases of gen-
tlemen of taste and reading. We have under cur eye 2
copy of the first edition, printed in 1776 in Philadelphia,
by James and Johnson, and believe it to be the only edi-
tion ever published, which eircumstance we esteem as 2
matter of unmerited neglect by the reading part of the
community. g

* Mr. Eliicott while ascertaining the boundary line between his catho-
fick majesty and the United States, observes in his “Jounyar,” that
while ascending the Chattahouche, (a river emptying into the Gulph of
Mexico, and running through Esst Florida,) he was blistered by the rhus
mdicanls;egpoisen vine) from head to feet. "This aptitude; says he, to be
disardered by this poisonous vegetable I have Leen subject to from my
infaney, and have generally been confined in consequenee of it, at least one
week i every summer sinee. The evaporation from the dew from this
plant in the morning, flling upon me is sufiicient to produce the effect.
‘The irritation: and heat of this complaint was frequently so excessive,
that Thad to plunge into the river many times in the day, and lay whole
_boars in it during the night, which was the only relief I could find ; med-
i eal aid had at all times proved ineffectual to relieve me,
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Instructions and precautions, necessary to be attended to
in navigating the Mississippi river.

THE hints we have already given respecting the pre-
cautions necessary to be observed in descending the Ohijo,
will in some particulars apply to the Mississippi.—But
there being a considerable difference in the nature of
these rivers, a difference of management, and a greater -
degree of circumspection, labor, and watchfulness, will
be found absolutely necessary.

The boats intended for the Mississippi must be much
stronger in their timbers, and more firmly built than those
for the Ohio only.—They ought also to be caulked better,
and much higher all round, better roofed, and have long-
er and stronger cables, and it would be well, if proprie-
tors can afford it, instead of taking along side a cance, to

‘procure a kind of long boat, that would carry, in case of a
ship-wreck, a leak, or other accident, 20 or 30 barrels of
flour or whiskey. This provision might sometimes per-
haps be the means of saving a part of a cargo, and the
boat would sell at Orleans, if well and neatly made, for
as much as it might cost at Pittsburgh or any other place
where they could be purchased.

The following observations point out the principal im-
pediments, and the most imminent dangers attending the
navigation of the Mississippi :

These are 1st: The instability of the banks.

2. Currents called bayous rushing out of the river in a
state of its high waters; and, -
3. Planters, sawyers, and wooden islands.* :
‘We shall endeavour to instruct the unexperienced nay-
igator how to avoid them. The instability of the banks
proceed from their being composed of a loose sandy seil,

* PLANTERS, are large bodies of trees firmly fixed by their roots in the
Bottom of the river, in a perpendicular; munner, and appearing no more
than about a foot above the surface of the water in its middling state. Se
firmly are they rooted, that the largest boat running against them, will
not move: them, but they frequently injure the boat.

‘SawyERs, ave likewise bodies of trees fixed less perpendicularly in tie
viver, and rather of a less size, yielding to the pressure of the current,
disappearing and appearing by turns above water, similar to the motion
of a saw-mill saw, from which they have taken their nane. - They some«
times point up stream as well as down. : ’

‘Wo0DEN-15LANDS, are places where by some cause or other, lurge-
quantities of drift wood, has through time, been aryested and matt:d.to~-
getherin different partsof the tiver. 2 : .

N
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and impetuosity of the current against their prominent
parts {points,) which, by undermining them unceasingly,
causes them to tumble wnto the river taking with them ev-

_ery thing that may be above. And if, when the event
happetis, boats should be moored there, they must neces-
sarily be buried in the common ruin, which unfortunate-
Iy has sometimes beeun the case. For which reason nav.
igators have madeitan invariable rule neverto land at or
neara point, but always in the sinuosity. or cove below it,
which is generally lined with small willows of weeping
kind, whence some call them, though improperly, willow
points, and which being generally clear of logs and plant-
ers, the landing is easily effected, by running directly in-
to them, the resistance of willows destroyinga part of the
boat’s velocity, and the rest is overcome without much
exertion by holding fast to the limbs which surround you.
In those places the river generally deposits the suiplus
of soil, with which it is charged from the continual cav-
ings of the points, and so forms new land on one side by
destroying some on the other.

The banks of this river from where it receives the Mis-
souri to its mouth, being with a few exceptions below high
water mark, an immense country is inundated when the
river isinits highest state, by which those extensive
swamps are formed and supplied which prove the nurse-
ries of myriads of musquitoes and other insects {to the no
small incenvenience of the traveller) and the never fail-
ing source of grievous diseases to the inhabitants. There
are also streams which at all times sally forth from the
main river with astonishing r.pidity, and his vortex ex-
tends some distance into the stream. Boats once sucked
into such bayous are next to lost, it being almost impos-
sible to force so unwieldy a machine as a flat bottomed
boat against so powerful a current. It will therefore be
safest for boats never to keep too close to shore, but keep
some distance out in the river. To avoid planters and
sawyers requires nothing more but attention for they al-
ways occasion a small breaker wherever they are, and if
your boat seems to be hurried towards them pull from
them quick, elseif you are dilatory you must abide by the

" gonsequence. o

* WoobEN-ISLANDS, are more dangerous than real ones,
the former being an obstacle lately thrown in the way of
ihe current, and the bed of the river not having had sufli-
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cient time to form that bar or gradual ascent from the
bottom of the river to the island, which divides the cur-
rent at some distance from the point of the island above
water, the current will hurry you against them, unless
iy;ou use timely exertion. -From all this it must be evident
ow imprudent it is attempting to go after night, even
when assisted by a clear moon: but after you are once
- “arrived at Natchez you may safely proceed day and night,
the river from that place to its mouth being clear, and op-
posing nothing to your progress but a few eddies. into
which you may occasionally be drawn and detained for
a short time. ,
~The islands of the Mississippi are numerous and many
of them large, and from their being generally situated in
the bends of the river, they become more difficult and dan-
__gerous to pass. We have been sedulous, however, in
giving such descriptions of them and pointing out the
method to avoid them, as we hope will be found very use-~
ful, and render the danger much less, thereby affordinga
considerable sccurity to the cargo, and case to the mind
of the navigator. . ‘
"The principal islands are numbered, together with such
descriptions of their size and situation, as cannot easily
“be mistaken ; and by recurring to the Maps you will find
themn represented by white spots, with their numbers op-
positethem. The sand bavsare less white and cross-bar-
red; and the channel is pointed out by a double white
line, which in some few instaiices may be found contrary
_to the direction given in print, arising from the difference
of opinion among navigators themselves :—where this is,
the case, we advise that the printed directivus should be
followed in preference to.the line «n the map. o
The distances are taken from the head of one island or
sand bar, to the head of those next below them,includipg
the supposed length of each, which measurement, (bein
principally by the eye and running of the boat,is carried
out to the column of totals, to make out the general dis-
tance as correct as possible. - -

~N
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Directions for navigating the Mississippt from the Ilii-
nois to the Ohio, with a short description of the towns
on its banks for that distance, and iis islands.

FROM the mouth of the Illinois [¥] to Wood river g
little below the Missouri, there is a beautiful settlement
rapidly increasing, principally of Americans, and a few

French. This settlement extends through an extensive
tich prairie; affording strong vegetation, and is finely wa-
tered. The herds of cattle through this country are nu-
merous, and their lively and sleek appearance, afford an
evidence of the rich productions of the soil in which they

pasture.

Tsland No. 1, opposite tiie mouth of the Illinois,
channel right side. ‘
Island No. 2,
Lies nearest the left shore, channel to the right. On the right
shore opposite the head of this island is a sand bar.
- Is'and No,. 3,
Right side, chonnel to the left. From the head of this island,
Portage Desieu strikes the Missouri in nearly a straight line,
about six railes distant. . :
Island No. 4, channel to the right.
¥sland No. 5, rizht shore, chanmel to the left.
Island No. 6, immediately above the mouth of

the Missouri,
Channel on either side.
Mouth of the Missouri, . 18 18
St. Caanees, 2 hanisome village, is situated about twenty miles :
up the Missouri on the left side. It contained in 1807, about 500
inhabitants, chiefiy French; many Amerieans have settled here
since the cession of [ouisiana to the United States. It is 18
mites from St. Louis by land, over an excellent rond, and
through a rich country, principally praivie land, Three miles
np this river is Belfont, the principal station for the troops of
the United States in this territory:
Du Bois, or Wood river, :
Islands Nos. 7 and 8, channel between them.
Sancere’s house, right side, 3l 23
Opposite is a very large sand bar, channel good on either side.
A small ereek enters at the lower point of the bar, right side.
~ Island No. 9, left side, channel right side.
Mess river, right side, ' ,
Y.ebaum has a handsome situation on the right side of the river.
Just, above a small ereek enters. :
» © ST.LOUIS, 8 5%
Capital of Missouri territory, is situated on the west side of the l
Mississippi, in lat. 38d 39m north long. 12d 51m west fromx the 'L
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tity of Washington. . It extends along the river two miles, in
three parallel streets, each rising above the other, which has a

very handsome appearance. The bank of the river is high, and

filled with limestone, and most of the houses, are built of this
material, some of them ina grand style and swrounded with
galleries.  Almost every house has an extensive garden or park,
around which high stone walls are built. The number of in-
habitants is about fifteen hundred. A mile from the town M.
A. Choteau has erected a mill and distiliery ; he has an excel-
lent situation for improvement. .

The country around and west of St. Louis for 15 miles is one

cxtended praivie, in which vast herds of cattle graze and fatten
on the luxuriance of the soil.  Sikty miles southwest, the cele-

. brated lead mines of Louisiana are situated. In the middle of
the river opposite the town, is a Jarge sand bar island, No. 16,
channel on the town side. :

On the opposite side of the riveris Carapbell’s ferry, from
hence the main road pussing through the Winois enuntry, steikes
('ahokia about 7 miles from St Louis, - This villageis hand-
somely situated at the edge of a praiie. T'he inhinbitants prina
¢ipatly French. - :

The country on both sides of the river, is exceedingly fertile,
producing corn, whent, rye, flax and hemp, sweet and Irish po-
tatoes, melonsand fruit, as apples, peaches, pears, chevries, &e,

A growing settlement called Turkey Hill Settlement, the
settlers prineipally Americans, extends from Wood river to op-
posite St. Louis. - . : .

Island No. 11, channel on either side, -

There is a large and long sand bar at the upper end of thisis-
“land: in low water it is about a mile in length.
VITEPUSH, :

This is & haudsome French village ou the right side ; it containg
shout 50 houses: Gppcsite are two large sand bars; thereis o

good channel between them, but the hest channe! is on the right

side. Bigolua, a lavge creek, empties in on the left side nearly -

opposite the town. ~

About a mile distant from the river, left side, is lake Marro-
dizua, five wiles in length, and from the lower end of which a
small ereelk falls into the river, . Itis said to be well stored with

fish, and is the resort of a variety of wild fowl. Some beautiful -

favms are sitaated in its neighbourhood.  'T'wo miles below this

iz luke Bond, which is about two miles in Jength aud two and a’

half from the river.

Istand No. 12, best channel right side.
Island No. 13. e

Abar at the upper and lower point ; best channel right side. -

Philip Fine’s, an old settler,

Merrimack river, right side, ) -
T'his is a large stream of Missouri territory, and in high water is
navigable a considerable distance.—~T'here are a number of val-
unable salt springs onits banks; and in its neighbourhood great
abundante of lead is found. The Indians take ghantities of it to
St. Louisin fiat pieces. Ll
Islands No. 14 and No. 15, channe} between

them,

G2 O
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To the left of No. 15 is a large sand bar; oppoesite a small
creck empties on the left side. Just below is a small bar, keep

best channel on the right of the bar.

On the right side of the 1 er.—Thebanle-of the river from Lit—1

- between the bar and island. The island is in the form of a half
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to the right. A .
Little Plateen, rock and creek, right side, 6
Island No. 16, near thelelt shore. '

Opposite is alarge sand bar, which joins the head of No. 18. A

small ereek from iake Bond enters opposite No. 16.

Island No. 17, channel right side.

Opposite the head of this island, Swashing ereck enters on the

right side. E
Island No. 18, leftside.

A large sand bar to the right of the lower point of this island,

HERCULANEUM, 8|

A new town on the right side of the river; the praprietors are
col. Samuct Hammond and ranjor Moses Austin; it contains a-
bout 20 housés. M. Matlock has established a patent shot fic-
tovy here; for which the situation is well fitted, the town stand-
ing high, ona rock. He has a fail for the shot of 200 fect per-
pendicular : and has been at but a trifling expense in preparing
the place for his factory.. Ina due west direction about 50 miles
from the town are sitnated at a'small village, call. d Mine a Bur-
“ton, the lead mines, whieh furnish vast quantitics of this article.

Opposite Herculancum is Legle creek, at the mouth of which
is a large store and tavern; from this place the road leadsto
Kaskz‘;iia. : !

Islands Nos. 19 and 20, best channe] to the
right. :

Large Plateen, rock and creek, 2]

tiePlateen tothis place, has a majestic appearascer™ Itis a
continual rock of limestone, vising from the b:se, deelining step
by stip to the height of 2 or 300 feet ; the steps or ledges not
more than 6 inches deep, and appear as if cut by the chissel;
and here and there springing forth are small cedars.

The soil on the top though somewhat broken is very rich, af-
fording every variety of grain and herbage.

Istand No. 21, left shore.
At the head of this island on the right is a sand bar; channel

cirele. :

Fort Chartres, = 10
Stands on the left bank of the river. It was formerly a place of
considerable strength’; built of stone by the French, and saffici-
ently large to accommodate 1000 men. - It is now falling to de-
ea

Y. .

Island No. 22, on the right, channel to the left.
~Island No. 25, good chapnel on either side.
Opposite this island Establishment creek enters on the .right.
Prairie du Rochers is on the left shore. -

66

_dIsIa.nd_ No. 24, near the left shore, channel right
side.. . il
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Gabarre creek, right shore, 19]
Abouf three miles above the mouth of this ereek lics St. Gen-
evieve, a town of about 200 houses, containing 12 or 1400 inhab.
-itants.. The first settlers were French, but since the cession of
Louisiana to the U. S. many Americans have made this the
place of their residence. There are about 20 stores; and itis
the chief mart for the lead hrought from Mine a Burton, and
other lead mines in the territory. It has a handsome church,
in which the Rev. M. Maxwell officiates; he is:a hospitable
man, and in him the stranger will find a friend and adviser. A
long the bank of the river extending about 5 miles lies the “Com-
mon ficld belonging to the inhabitants of the town, who are
bound to keep the fences in vepair. It contains 7000 acres, per- -
haps the largest field in the United States; and its products are
apportioned to the Inhabitants, according to the property held - .
by them in the town. Corn is chiefly raised, butit will yield a-
ny other kind of grain. Exceptin a small part near Gabarre,
where the bank is broken, and liable to cave, itis an even and
permdnent plain, ‘

" Jslands Nos. 25 & 26, left shore, channel to |

the righf. : ‘ .
These'Islands are united in low water by a large sand bar. A
little below" the point of the latter, on the right, is a bar—best
channel to the left, in high water a good channel to the right.
Opposite the lower point of 26, is situated the

Public Ferry, - 6

Three miles from this ferry and about seven from St. Gene-
vieve, is situated in a beautitul plain, the town of Kaskaskia, on
the Occoa or Kaskaskia river, and -about five miles from its
mouth. 1t is the oldest French settlementin the Hlinois coun-
try; for a considerable time it was declining rapidly, and the
. houses falling into ruin ; but it is again reviving and promises to
” beeome a place of importanee, 5 . 5 o

Islands Nos. 27, 28 & 29, on the right side.
Channel to the left, about two miles lower down on the right
bank, is :

Camp Roudy, 10]
Tn the neighiborhood of this place is & saline at which consider-
able quantities of salt are made.

River St. Lora, right side, ‘ 4
This is a handsome strexm of Louisiana. o

1slands Nos. 30 & 31, close to the right shore
in'abend, channel left side. -~ p

Occoa or Kaskaskia river, left side, 4

Flin’s Ferry, right shore. ~

Islands Nos. 52 & 38. ‘ ‘ :
Opposite each other and nearest the left shore~—channel to the
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right. )

.. River St. Mary, left side, : o
Opposite this on the right_shore is the fine settlement of Bau-
braly, extending 8 or 4 miles on theriver, with some handsome
improvements.

irs
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Island No. 34, near the left shore. ;
Island No: 35, nearer the left shore. f
Islands Nos. 36 & 37,

Opposite the two last on the right, chanuel between the isl-

ands. 0 ;

On the right of the lower point of the last island is an eddy,
called the Great Eddy. ~ A'small stream, Cape St. €omb, en-
ters on the same side. Miller’s run ‘enters on the opposite

sho e. . .
Island No. 38, chanpel ‘to right and left,
Anmite river, right shore, :

Island No. 89, channel right side,

Island No. 40, channel to the right or left.
Three sand bars a little below, pavallel to each other, channe}
left side of the one lying nearest the.riiht shore.

‘Island No. 41, channel right side.

Calvin’s creek, right shore, 6] 1358
A little distance below this creek on the same side, Mr. Fen- E
wick resides, a very hospitable man; his improvements are ex-
tensive, . . . .

Obrazo river, right side, - 4] 142
On the left shore nearly opposite; is a bend of the river, is sit-
uated a rock; in which, about 100 feet from the swfzce of the
wateris a singular excavation, known by the name of the Dev-

iPs Oven. ot ~

The Grand Tower, near the right shore. 144

This is a rock standing in the river, ofabout 100 feet circum-
ference and 150 feet high. 'There is a rapid enrrent between
the tower and the shore, and a narrow channel, but the main
channel is to the left of the rock. . The place appears to have

_ deen designed by vature for water works on agreat scale.

Island No. 42, near the left shore.

On the right is a large bar, channel to the left of the island and

right of the bar. .

Riviere de la Pomme, right side,

Muddy river, left side,

This is & considerable stream of the Illinois country. Abeut 25

miles from its mouth, there is a large body of excellent stone

eoal, frem which supplies for the smiths of the eountry are re-
ceived; and soine istaken even toNew Ozleans. :

Shawnee Town, right side,. : 1 150
This is & large Indian vi!lggé, whichis the suramer residenceof
Y :iu?ber of those people. They are very friendly and accom- ‘
modating.

Island No. 43, left side.

A large sand bar projects from the head and one a little be-

Jow the poirt of the island, chrnnel right side.

- Apple creek, right shore, =~~~ 2] 152
Island No. 44, channelright side,. =~ 5] 157
Island No 43, channel right side. L _

‘Island No, 46, channel right side,

14 182

: 148
149
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Devil’s Island, 6
Channel on the right. Just off the head of this island there
is 4 Jarge sand bar. R

Cape Girardean, right shore,
The town of Girardeaq is the capital of a district of Missouri
territory. It was laid out by Mr. Lowrimee, who was former-
1y Spanish commandant; heisthe prineipal proprietor. Yt is
situated on. a high bavk, and is in a flourishing. condition. The
country is very fertile; and an extensive settlement stretehing
fifty miles back, stiikes the settlement of New Madrid. A .
post vead from this place to Fort Massac and the mouth of Cur.
berland river. ) o

Island No. 48.

A bar projecting from the left shore, nearly, reaches. this isl-

and. .
Isiand - No. 49, a little below.
Channel either, between the two islands or to the right.

[<>]

Island No. 50, channel o the right, 3l

A small ereek enters on the left side.

Cape a la Bruche, right shore, il

A small_oreek enters on the right. Hercis a vast ledge of
rocks, which stretch across the river in adirect line. The best
channgl in the middle of the river, in which place in low water,

there js not mare than 6 feet over the rocks.

Island No. 52, justbelow. ST
Channel gootl: on either side.

Island No. 51, close to the right shore. .

169
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Island No. 53, channel left side, ﬂ 174

* Opposite this island is the growing settlement of Tyawapatia.
Island: No. 54; near the right shore.
Island No. 55, channel on either side.

Lies opposite island 54. = A swall creck enters on the left side.
Tyawapatia creek, right shore, 9
Islands Nos. 56, 57, 58, 59 &.60.

A cluster of istands near the right shore. Best channel to the

left.

Island No. 61, ' 1
Here the river makes a remarkable turn, ealled the Grand
Turn. Channel on either side of No, 61. '

Islands. Nos. 62, 63 & 64.

Do not pass between these islands ; channel good on the onter

gides.~—63 and 6% lic opposite. eagh other, a little below No. |

62. ‘
Island No. 65, - 10
_ Xsland Do. 66. les opposite the lower point of 65 on the right,
anfdt a hg;ile below isisland No. 67. Channel near the right and
left shore. !
Islind No. 68, channel right side,
On the right bank of the river colonel Bird resides. In passing
is house you have a beauriful view of the Ohio.

* Junction of the Ohio,

198
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THE MISSISSIPPL*

Directions for navigating the Mississippi from the Ohio
to New Orleans, with a description of its islands, sand
 bars, bayous, rivers, creeks, towns, settlements, forts,
&c. thetdistance from place to place being computed by
the running of the current with a time picce, and 1s
taken from the head of one island, bar, &c. to the head

of another, including the supposed length of the isiand

or bar. *

Island No. 1 below the Ohio, |
Lies close to the left shore ; opposite it on'the same side of the
river, and just above Mayfield creek, stands fort Jefferson,
now abandoned. No. 1 is about one mile long, and the chan-
nel cannot be mistaken, buing at all times on the right side’of
the island.

_ Islands Nos. 2, 5 & 4, 11

Lic nearest the left shore, they are small and lie just below one
apother-—channel right side of them. =
Iron Banks, (Mine au Fer) left side,

Here is a biuf mixed with an ivon colored earth of a very fine
sand and clay, coustantly falling in, of the height of 250 feet
perpendicular, and extending a mile on the river, and back
from itin a ridge for five or six miles, when it breaks into suall
hiils, and declines gradually to'the commion levei of the coun-
try, which is there ouk land. There was a post here in 1773,
gear the south boundary of, then, Virginia.

Mast not go too nesr the Iron Banks, there being an edd
near the shore under them,  After passing them, hug the lett
shore to clear a large sand bar putting out from the head of
Wolf island, which 3 ou must keep on your right hand.

Wolf island, No. 5,

This is a large island lying to the right, though when opposite
its head, it seems 1o divide the current equally, the right hand
nass turning off suddenly to the right around the island.

Wolf island sand bar begins at the head of the island, and
spreads out so faras to occupy § of the breadth of the river,
confining the channel to the left bank, where at its narrowest
point it is not more than a guarter of a mile broad ; the barthen

declines towards the island, extending in length three miles,
and about one wile at its Lroadest part, the river being a mile
and a quarter wide opposite the settlement, and nearly two
miiles across at the head of the island.  YWhen this bar is cover-
ed there isno danger, it is observed by boatmen, from any of
the bars lower down. There are several clusters of willows on
this bar, particularly near the island, where there appears to
be ahigh water puss forming immediately under Mr. Hunter’s
seitlement. ‘

bsf

4

5

* For Pike’s zocount of the Mississippt from St. Lotis to its souree, ste

Appendix (a 2]
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This island is siz miles long on its left side, while the right i
ten, and 5 miles broad, containing 15000 acres of the fivat 1ute
land, well timbered, having near its middle a beautiful prairie,
high and dry, producing the finest grass for cattle. Grapes
grow on the island in great abandance. & Mr. James Hunter,
the oniv man I ever knew who scemed to take a pride in let-
dng it Be known that he was a professed gambler, is the puly oc-

supant of Welf island at present. He says he hason it 1000

head of hogs, and a large stock of eattie, with whose beef and
pork he supplies boats, barges, keels, &e. passing up and down
the river, together with batter, milk, &e. Isaw athishouse a
puir of wild geese tanzed, running with the common geese, with-
outany wis to leuve them ; 1 observed, however, they always
kept slose together, and generally in the rear of the otherss
1hev were eaught when gostine.  This kind of wild aund tame
soote will nos breed bevond the first genevation. [5 2]
A good Luniling ews be wale st the footol the bar near the
isinnd.

Chalk Banks, another high falling in bluff, begins near the
. head of Wolfisland, on the left sifle of the river.

vy
B

———Band bar, withsone willows on it,

Itis two miles below No. 5, -about 300 yards from the left
sheve, amile long, and in high water it is covered—~channel to
the right of it. )
Island No. 6, & .
Joins the above bar—channel right shore. Opposite thisisland
on the left shere, .
Bugyou De She puts in, immediately abave a point of high
land on the left, and which runs back from the river a consider~
abie distance into the country.
Island No. 7, four miles below Ne. 6,
Lieselese Lo the right shore in the upper partof a bend; itis a
tarze wiliow island, three miles long, at its head there is a large
witlow bar—channel left shore in sl sitnations of the water.
Istand No. 8, a mile below No 7,
Lies near the middle of the river, and opposite a point of the
10T $hoTe; 1w el aeiles loig.  Best chanpel gt vight
side of it, the left side is good i high water, and is the nearest.
Island No. 9, three miles below No. 8,
iz close to the left shove, and about three miles long—the chan.
r.e] is on the right of the island in all stages of the river.
Island Xo. 10, three miles below No. 9,
lies nearest the left shore, river turns to the right. At the
Lead of No. 10 is an ugly sand bar eovered with wiilows. Best
charme] is to the right ol both.  First left hand point below No.
10 there is o sand bar in the middle of the river, chunnel to
the right of it—In passing No. 10, espeeially in high water,
Leep pretty cluee to the right iand point just above the head of
the island. No. 10 ic about a mile in length. )
Thisisland and the right bank opposite it, shew the ficst evi-
dent marks of the effeets of the eartliquake which commmenced
Becmber 16, 1811. The right bank for several miles ahove
and helow the island, appears to be several feet, about three
or four, 28 near as I could judge from the adjoining land, lower

. ~N3
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than it formerly was. Many of the trees standing in all di-
rections on the island, and paticularly the willows on the wil-
low point opposite it, clearly evince the concnssions of the
earth. This island is said to have cracked to that degree that
several large trees standing on the cracks, were split from the
roots up to their tops. :

Two miles above No. 10, a bayou runs out from the right
side, and comes in again three miles below the island. A few
i'e:u-s may make this a safe pass, and form another islud.

- From the entrance or mouth of this pass or bayou, you have &
fine view of New Mudrid, six or seven miles ahead.

New Madrid bar,

Is of the first order in magnitude, beginning on the left shore
four or five miles above the town, and extending down about.
three miles below it. It appears to be” growing in width, and
drives the current hard against the vight bavk, eonsequently
that bank is falling in rapidly from three or four miles above
New Madrid, to two or three belowit.

New Madrid, [¢ 2] right side, 13-

There is a ereek called Chepousa river, which heads in &
Jake 25 miles back of New Madrid, and puts in just above the

town ; it affords a good landing for boats at its mouth. To -

make it you must keep pretty near the right bank for some dis-
tance above the creck, and pull in so as to clear the conuter
current, and make the land just below the moutb of the ereck.
The nearer you land to the ereek the better, for the bauk oppo-
site the town is almost constantly falling in.
Island No. 11, (five miles below New Mad-
rid,) -
Lies near the rvight shore, ‘close to the upper end of asmalk
bend ; it isahout two miles long—Channel on the left side of it
Island No. 12, :
Channel vight side.  No. 12 is close to the left shove, and is a-
bout three miles long. _
A sand bar two miles below No. 12.
1t Ties in the middie of the river, and opposite a right hand por-t

—Chanvel vight side of it 1'his bar was mach convulsed diiv-

ing the earthquake; it opencd in places, throwing up hine
clay, mineral eaal, &e. and is mueh lager than formerly. The
river here winds to the right. :
Island No. 13,
Lies near the left shore, and is about three miles long—channcl
right side of it.
Island No. 14,
Lies on the right of the river, and on the left of it are four or
five willow islands ; a sand bar adjoining them mukes jta appear-
ance in low water—channel to the lcft of those islands in all
stages of the water—These islands have driftwood on their
points, and are about thl‘ee; miles loug. - ; .
Istand No. 15,2 miles below No. 14,
Ts pretty large and lies close to the left shore.—Channel right
gide atall times. At the foot of this island 15 along willow bar;

which affords = zood landing on the side of it fnhigh water, No.

35 is about three miles long.
o2
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Little Prairie, two miles below No. 15,

‘This settlement is on the 1ight bank. Having been muchtorn. *

to picces during the earthguake; the inhabitants have prinei-
ﬁally deserted it. The forest adjoining the town looks as if it

ad been in some desperafe engagerent, in which it had got
much worsted in the battley the trees standing in all directions
and in great confusion: :

Island No. 16, onemile below Little Prairie,
L}as close to the right side af the river, and opposite to it on the
Yeft, is :

Island No. 17, small.
Take the left side of these islands, exeept in high watér, when
irou may go between them. No. 16 is about five miles long.

Here the banks appear lower than formerly, sunken and brok-

en to pieces.

Island No. 18, one mile below No. 16,
Lies close to the right shore. ~ Opposite the head of No. 18isa
bar, may go on eithersideof it. If you get between the istand
and the bav, keep close to the bar, for fear.of being drawn on
snags and sawyers on the side of the island. --No.- 18 is aboot 3
miles long. AN

. Island No. 19, opposite the middle of No. 18,

And extends down one nifie below it-—chaunel on the rightor
between the, )

Tsland No. 20, justbelow No. 19, . . ,
It lies on the right shore—chaunel right side. Itis sbout 2
miles long. . L

Island No. 21, opposite the foot of No. 20,
ft lics near the middle of the river—channel right’ side.” Jn
high water the left channel isgood and the nearest. It isabout
two wilus long. : : o

Istands %»os. 29,23 & 24. R
Surround a left hand point abowe Bayen river—channel on the
right side of all of them. :

Bayou river, just below No. 24,
Entersin on the left side. Itis about 50 yards wide. Good
landing Litween No. 2% and Bayou river.. '

Willow islands, three or foury
These ave swall and lie on a large sand bar adjoining the right
‘shore—channel on the left hand of them.” They are nearly two
siles Jong. ~ The river forins‘a half eircle around these islands,
and winds mueh (o the right.  Banls here much torn to pieces.

A large sand bar, o
About 2 nule below the willow istands Tt is covered with wil-
Jows and juins the left shove. It is abow thvee mileslong. Pass
it on the right side. - . “

No. 23, two miles below the bar, [d2]

Fides near the middle of the viver—channkl good on both sides. . |

Tt is about one mile Jong. There is gon! landing two miles a-
bove No. 25 along a willow shore and eddy water, on the right
side of tlie river. No. 25 has been severely handled by the
eavthquake.~I'rom this island you have s fine view of

The Long, called the Cynadion Reach.

N N N

163

6 111

4 115

9 117

7 124

5} 128




364 ~ NAVIGATOR.

About 10 miles in lengtli, at the lower end of which is 2 danger.
ous bat in the middle of the river, the pass is difficult, the river
being flled here with snags—The best channel is on the right
side of the bar, two-thirds over fronx the right shore. This is
one of the most dangerons places it low water between the Ohio
and New Orlsuns. o )

1t appears that a new sand bar has been formed between Nos.
25 and 26, to avoil . which take the ri;ht ‘hand side of No. 25,
keeping the right side until you pass 26.

No. 26; commences opposite thie foot of No. 23,
And so close to the left shore you ean scarcely discern the
schute. It is about 3 miles iong—Channel on' the right of it.

No. 27,is joined to Na. 26,

By a willow bar, and also lies near the left shore—-channel right *

side. It is about three mileslong. :
No. 28, a narrow willow island, =~
“Lies close to the right share, and begins opposite the foot of No.
o7, Itestends down about four miles—channel left side.
No. 29, opposite No. 28. |
Lies on the left side of the river, and ends with No. 28. Itis
about a-mile long—channel right side. .
No. 50, one mile below No. 29,

And lics on the same side of the river with ft~—At the lower -

point on the rightside of the island s a lavge sand bar.  No. 30

is about two miles long—channel right side. )

No. 31, two ilesbelow No, 36,
Thisisland is nurrow and lies close to the right shore—channel
Teft side at all times.. At the lower end of No. 31 are a num-
ber of snags and sawyers ; opposite, on the left sids, is a sand bar
of No. 82 R o

No. 32, (destroyed by the earthquake.)

Sand Bar of No. 32. -
This Xa.x%é ‘bar begins- just below the left hand point, two miles
above where used to stand No. 32, and extends three miles
down on the left side. Keep in with the lefe shore passing No.
31, uatil jyou get nearthe left hand pemt, then strikc over for
the vight hand shore, lexving the sand bat of No. 32 on your left.
The river here is much filled with snags and sawyers, ’ '

No. 83, Flour island, . = = 10 160

Ys pear the middie of the river—maig channel now. right side,
{some prefer the left pass,) keeping as elose to the right band
point as the water will adinit of. is about a mile and a balf
Jong. Thereisa good landing amang the willows on the right
side of the river-opposite the foot of No. 33.. Thisisland tukes
its name from having had flour barts wrecked ipon it.
- Upper Chickasaw Blaff, : !

" Begins opposite the fodt of No. 43 en the left bank, and contin-
ues down about a fite. . : .

No. 34, three miles Felow No. 83,

S@n&%_a’ﬁmﬁn the middle of the river, and is nearly fourmiles
long. | There are two smiall islands close to No. 34, which may
e cotsidered a part of it; Leftween which and the large one you
unst bot veptare apassage/  Tiigre is Ay outlet oy the Icft shofe
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nearly opposite the middie of No. ‘3%, and comes in again a mile
above the second bluff—shannel past No. 34, left side, some
prefer the right.. .

Second Chickasaw Bluff, three miles below No.
34, . .
Here you see on the left hand a bluff bank of from 150 to 200
feet in” height, singularly shaped, and variegatedt with different
colors of the earth, of which the yellow is the most conspicuous.
T'he river bearing hard against tlie bluff subjects it to an almost
constant caving down, hence the face of the bluffis kept fiesh
in its appearance. The earth when first picked up at the bluff,
and whenit is wet, has a soapy feeling and would appear tobe a
good clay for potters, hut on examination itis much mixed with
a very fine sand, which, when dricd, renders it frinble. The
vellow and the pink colored earths ave sometimes colle eted, and
when mixed with oif and ground, make a tolerablc paint.
‘These blufls, with all the others on the Mississippl, are so rreg-
ulay in their formation, the colored veins of exrth rupning in

sugh contrary diréétions, nidiees a suggestion of their oleanis: }

origin.. This bluff extends about two miles down.

‘The river here turns shoit to the right, and is very narrow.
CJose in to the bluff is an eddy, you may keep as near the outer
edge of it as you please, and the channel issafe and good though |
very rapid :

0. 35, three miles below second bluff,

Is yery byead 2t its head, the left pass taris pretty short tothe . §_ 7

right; dned half way down is a large willow and sand baron the

left shoré, must keep pretty close to the-island past this bar. . §3

Tn low water the right side of No, 85 must 5¢ taken. TH§se—
land is about five miles long. A mile below No. 35 is an out~
let on the right side of the river. - :

No. 36, three miles below No. 35, 8

Lics near the middle of the river—The right channel is now
the best, and in fact the main one, though so bad a few years
ago as to get the name of the Dewil’s Race Ground. The
right hand point opposite the head of No. 36, is a high willow
point or bar, reaching down for two miles; kcep elose to this
poimt and then ¢lose round the sand bar, as the lower end of the
schute is narrow and dangrrous, there being snags and sawyers
on the bar joiing the foot ef the island. Ou the left shore isa
long sand and willow bar extending above aud below the head
of the island. The right pass is about three miles through, and
the left six or scven. ) .

Third Chickasaw Bluffs, R
The left side and opposite No. 36. They are seen from amile
above the head of the island. -

No. 37, a willow island. :
Lies close along #ide and laps a liftle past the foot of No. 36, on
its left side, therefore is scarcely observable when you tuke the
right side of No. 36. Just below No. 57 on the left side of the
river, are three outlets, within a quarter of a mile of each other,
and joining, enter the river five miles below.

A willow beach and bar,

9
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rushes over the bank with great velocity. This bar is two miles
long, and the river winds considerably to the left around it. A

mile below this willow bar the three outlets enter in one hand- |

some stream, forming an island of great magnitude, and by way
of distinction, we will'eall it Quelet Islund, the foot of it being
sbout six miles below No. 57. and five miles in Iength.

No. 38, o
‘This island stands nearly in the middle of the river, which turns
suddenly to the left, and forms a left hand point, so curious asto
have obtained it the name of the Dexil’s Elbow. The head of
the island is beset with snags—channel left side. 1In.approach-
ing this sehute you must hug close round the left hand point un-
til you come in sight of the sand bar, whose head has the appear-
ance of an old field of trees, then pull dver for the island to keep
clear of the snags on your left, while you leave those along the
head of the island on your right, taking cave not to approach
these last too near, for the current is so rapid that the striking
one might so’ shock the boat as to endanger the eargo. The
chanuel to the right of No. 58 is now too dangerous to be run,
it being choked and filled with snags and sawycrs. The left pass
is about a mile through, the right three mites.

Island No. 89, off to the right of No. 88, -

And its-pass is ten miles round, but never attempted tobe run
by boats, in fuct the island is searcely distinguishable from the
wain land.  On the vight side of the river before youn get to No.
38 is a willow bur two miles in lungth: o

Twelve outlets nearly a mile below No. 38,
These ave small and on the right shore.

A sand and willow beach point, ‘ :
On this beach are large quantities of drift wood and rafts; it is
about two miles long and joips the right shove. Here the river
turns to the right. ' o .

Island No: 40, 2 miles below the Beach point,
Ts large, and lies nearest the left shore—channel right side at all
times, Onemile and a ha!f below the head of No. 40 is a small
island close to the right shore. A wmile further downisa large
willow and sand bar in the middle of the river, the willows on
the bar are divided in severud places, torming two small islands,
with a third lower down, still smaller but on the same bar,
Low water passage 15 to the vight of this bur, in Ligh water the
left may be gone. At thefoot of No. 40 is a fine landing place,
where there is gentle water and willows to e fust to.—~This
Janding canvot be made well without tuking the left of the bar.
There is also a.good Janding on the right hand willow point be-
low the foot of the island, which is casily made when you'take
the tight of the bar. - Theright passis about five or six miles

long.

fsland No. 41, two. miles below No. 40,
Lies near the vight shore, and adjoining it is & bar——channel on
the left of both. Itis about a mile long.

Nos. 42, 43, 44 & 45, three miles below No.
By ’way of eminénce, these islands have been dubbed with the
name of  Paddy’s Hen and Chickens”’ Theyliein bend of
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the river, the two neavest the left shore, viz. 42 the upper, and -
the other &5, the oue-on the right of these is the largest, 43,

and the one neavest the right shore is 44. On the right side of.

this last island is 2 sand bar.—The channel in low water is to the
right of the bar as wellas ofall the istands. In high water any
of the passes may be gone with safety: From the head of the
first to the foot of the last is about six miles. .

Wolf, (called by Hutchins) Margot river, 7
This is 2 handsome littie river on the left side.—The French had
2 fort here just below the mouth of the river, called Assumption
fort, builtin the year 1756, during their wars with the Chicka-
saws, but in the year following a peace ensued, and the fort was
demolished. A~ good landing may be had at Wolf nver, by
pelling over'fter you pass the four islands above.

Fort Pike formerly stood just below. Wolf river, but a better-
situation was pitched upon and a fort built two miles lower down
the bluff, called

Fort Pickering.
it occupies the commanding ground of the Fourth Chickasaw
bhuf, on the left bank of the Mississippi. The United States
have a military factor here, with a few soldiers. The settle--
ment is thin and eomposed of what is called the Aelf breed, that
is, a mixture of the whites and Indians, a race of men too indo-
lent to do any permanent good either for themselves or for soci-
ety A landing may be had a little above fort Pickering, but it
is not a very good one.

“T'he fourth Biuffaffords 2 commanding, airy, pleasant and ex-
tensive situation for a settlement, and the soil is remarkably fer-
tile. Qpposite the Bluff or Wolf river, on the right bank ol the
Mississippi, there used to.stand a Spanish fort, now demolished.

When this post was in possession of the Spaniards, the com-
mandast had a road cut in a straight line fror the mouth of
Chickasaw creek, (a small eveek two miles below fort Picker-
ing) to Wolf river, for the purpuse of taking exercise on horse-
back.

No. 46, President Island, one mile below fort
Pickering,

This is a noble island, and lies nearest the left shore. Channel
in all stages of low water on the right side of it—the left. pass
may be gone in high water with safety, and it is much the near-
est, being but about six miles through, while. the rightis about
10 or 11 miles round.

Island Na. 47, is small, and lies opposite No.
46,

On the right side of it—channel right side. In low water a
chain of rocks may be seen extending from:the head of No 16
¢o the 1¢ft shore. A mile below No. 46 a willow beach begins
and extends down four miles,along which there i$ a good land-
ing in high water. ,

~Islands Nos. 48 & 49, four miles below No.
46, o 14
f.5e elose to the left shore—channel on their right side at all
times.  On the right side of No. 49'is a large sand and willow
dar, which, when ¥iewed from below, locks like a cluster of
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small islands. There is 2 great quantity of drift wood at the
head of this bar. ‘The channelis on the right of it, which you
‘camnot mistake. ‘LThese islands are about 4} miles long.
Island No. 50, 1% mile below No. 49,

Ysa woed and willow island lying close to the right shore, be-
Jow a right hand point. It extends down three milcs, and has
‘a much larger opening below than above—channel left side at
all times. There is & good, landing on the left side of the river

a little below No. 50, where there are willows and quiet wa<

ter.

When opposite the middle of No. 50, you have a fine view of

the river for 10 or 12 miles. .

A sand and willow bar, 3 miles below No. 50,
Lies nearest the left shore—channel right side, and when the
water is low keep pretty near the bar, so asto take the right
side of No. 51. This bar is about a mile long.

Island No. 51, hardly a mile below the bar,
Lies near the middle of the river—channel left side. T'he right
pass is the nearest, and safe in a middling state of the river. It
18 ahout three miles long. A handsome sized creek putsin op-
posite No. 51 on the right side. '

A willow island between Nos. 51 & 52,

Clese to the left shore, scarcely discernible.

Island No. 52, four miles below No. 51,

Begins below a right hand poiut close to the right shore—chan-
nel left side at all times.  No, 52is a willow island tliree miles
long, and extends down to, and appears to be shutting up the
right hand pass of Council Island. There is a large bar at the
head of No. 52, which keep well to your right hand,

No. 53, Council Island,

Seems to lie near the middle of the river, which turns suddenly
to the left, and runs S. E. for several miles.—Channel left side
at all times, the right pass being narrow, and appears to be clos-
iﬂg ug by the approach of the young willows at the foot of

NO. 52. L

“The left hand point here is a naked, desolate looking place,
having, however, afew clumps of willows here and there, and
a few straggling bushes growing on it

From the lower end of No.53 to No. 54, onthe Ieft side isa
high willow beach. Two miles below No. 53, after you get a-
round the sand and willow point, is a good landing in quiet wa-
ter-along a handsome bold beach. .

Four miles below No. 53, is an outlet, just below which is a
good Janding around a small point. Half a mile belowthis point
is a small sand bar a short distance from the right shore; the
left side of the bar is the best channel. No. 53 1s above three
miles long. 2 . - ’

This island takes its name from a Council of Chickasaws,
Chacktaws, and other Indians, and whites, having been held.on
the point opposite it some years ago, te settle a _matter of na-
tional dispute, )

No. 54, (five miles below No. 53,) -

Lies close to the right shore, having but a small passage on
its left side, which takes out at right angles, with a slow cur-

rente=Chanrel right side.. On the right side of No. 54isa
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Tirge, high sand bar, extending to the foot of the island, which
*keep also on yourleft. This barshoots past the head of No. 55.
No 54 is about 3 miles long. o N
No. 55 (opposite tﬁe foot of No. 54,)
The right of this island, called the Grand Cut-off, is now the
best and most approved of, having more water and a deeper
channel than the left pass, which was a few years ago altogethw
errun. To take the Grand Cut-off, you must hug elose to the
right hand point at the head of the schute, for fear of being
_ thrown on the island to which the current sets powerfully, and
on the side of which are sawyers and snags. 'With caution and
expertness at the oars this pass s safe and rapid, and three miles
the nearest, the left pass being 5 or 6 miles rovnd.  The Grand
Cut-off makes so sudden a turn to the right, that itrequires a
.good look-out to be prepared forit.

For some distanée below No. 55, the tiver winds inuch to the
right, and the current sets hard against the right hand bank,
then it turns greatly to the left, round No. 56, forming nearly
three-fourths of a circle. ‘

No. 56, (13 mile below No. 55,) -

Here are three islands pretty close to the left shore, but in Tow
water they have more the appearance of one, therefore, we in-
clude them all inNo. 56. Channel to the right of them at all
times. In passing round this island, caution and some oar lahor
is requisite to keep out from among the newly felled trees along

the right hand baok, against which the current sets so haix, as

to occasion the timber to be almost constantly falling in during
the high water season. About a quarter.of a mile ubove the
foot of the last of these islands in the bend on the right shore, a-
round a small point, is a tolerable good landing. - No 56 s ahout
three miles long, though the eircle you are obliged to take is at
Jeast five. . e o
Nos. 57 [¢ 2] & 58, 3 niilés below No. 56,
Kies immediately helow a right hand peint, beginnihg opposite

each other and pretty close to the right hand shore. ~No. 57 is -

a willow island ‘onc mile and 'a half long. No. 58 lies to the
right of No. 57, is a wood island and extends down two miles
below it. Main channel on the left side of both in all stages of
the water. .

Opposite the heads of Nos. 57 and 58, in a bend on the left
side of the river, is a large sand and willow bar, by the side of
which is a pretty good landing. Fhe river between the head

of No. 57 on the right, and the willow bar on the left, is quite .

nacrow, but the channel good. PR

No. 59, St. Francis Island,
Lies near the middle of the river, 8 miles below 58—channel

on both sides. Tf you take the left, which is the neavest,
when about half way down the island keep as close to the left
shore as the water will admit df, for fear of being dravn on a
large raft of sawyers on the side of the island.- No. 59 is about
three miles long. L
Just below the foat of No. 59, on the right side, enters

St. Francis river, . ] .
A hardsome stream of 200 yards broad at its mouth, witha
gentle current. ¥t heads near the Osage river of the Missouri

. .
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~—West river is. 2 western branch of it.  On the right side of ™

the St. Francis as you ascend, is a considerable lake called
Mitchegamas, ranning parallel to, and joins the river jast above
its entrance into the Mississippi, and again atits head. Itseems
in fact to be the principal channel of the St. Franeis. The vil-
lage or settlement at the mouth of the river, forms a place of
meeting of hunters and traders, and a depository for their goods,
furs, peltries, &e.

*

Big Prairie, three miles below No. 59, . 6] 301

The seutlement here was formerly considerable, butit.is prin-
cipally abandoned. The secite is on the righit side of the river,.
- and is handsome and beyond the nsual floods. One mile and &
hulf back of the settlement is a lake two miles wide and five:
tong, a place of great resort for swans, geese, ducks, &e. The
lake is supported by streams flowing from_the hills two miles
kig\-t!é%r back, and empties itself into the Mississippi opposite

0. 60.

No. 60, three miles below Big Prairie,

Ries near the middle of the river—channel left side. I a mid-
dling state of the water both sides are equally.good. It is.about
one mile lorg, and the trecs on it are chiefly broken off and
torn up by tiie'hwricanes,  Opposite No. 60, on the right side a
little baek from the river, are seen some hills and high Jand,.
said to be good fortiilage.  This tract also is much torn Lo pie-
ces by hwrrieancs. )

Three miles below No: 50, is a large sandbarand ‘willow beach
on the left side of the river; extending down two miles and 2
half—Chaunel right side ofit. There is a settlément opposite
the middle of the bar on the right side, just below which a long
willow shore begins and continues two miles down, and where
it ends a new settlement is beginning, there being 2 small new
dwelling, but no Iand cleared.

cre is 4 sruall sharp willow island near the left side, a quar-
ter of 4 mile long, and a large willow be:eh and sand bar below
it.— Channel right side. On the right side opposite this island
is a handseme prairie bank. This island is about 9 miles below
No. 60, and a ile below the last setdlement.  Here you have a
fine view of the river for about 10 miles.

Three mailes below this willow island, on the right side of the
river, is a good landing near the end of 2 willow shore, where
there is deep water and a small eddy, being ‘in a right hand
bend, a hittle below & left hand point. Opposite this® landing
phuce, on the leit side, is a herat'ful praivie bank

A swall round willow island (12" miles below
No. 60,) i i 13
Near tee left shove, with a lurge willow point oniits left, four
iles Lelow the last small island:  There is a small passbe-
tween this island and the willow peint, but the main river
sweeps wound a right hand bead, therefore Keep the island to
vour left. .

Ore wile below the above round island, aveund a right hiand:
point, is a large bar, having an ugly appearance, being coverced
with drift wood, shags, willows and small cotton trees.~{ban-
nel left side. There is & veny ropid current fiam this bar éo
No. 61, and balow ttr

(o T4

307




NAVIGATOR, 17y




-

s NAVIGATOR.

Ns. 61, 7 miles below the small rbund island, 8

Lies close to the left shore, having a small willow island on its
right and joined to it by a bar.—Channel right side ofboth. No.
61 is about three wiles long. .

No. 62, 3 miles below No. 61, »

Lies close to the right shore.~—~Chunnel on its lefi side, also to
the left of a large bar, lying between and opposite the head of
the two islands.

No 63, lies in the great left hand bend, nearest the left shore,
and opposite No. 62, though extending a little distance below it.
The bar at, and extending below the head of No. 63, and'which
is covered with willows and drift woed at its head, must be kept
on your right hand, the best channel in Jow water being between
it and No. 63, on yourleft. In high water the pass is good ta
the right of the bar, brtween it and No. 62. No. 63 is-about 3
miles long.

At the foot of No. 62 is a goed landing, and also opposite its

lower point on the right side there is good landing in an «ddy,
and beside a willow point just below a little bar, where the up-
per schute of No. 62 ends.  Along this part of the Mississippi
and below, the serub grass is seen on the banks in great abunw
dance. [ {2
No. 63, 6 miles below No. €3,
Stands in the middle of the river, and has 2 willow bar joiing
it on the left side of the head of the island.  The left hand chane
nel is preferred in ali-stages of the water; the right is safe in
floods. No. 64 is about three miles long. )

Thereis a smatt cutlet half way down the island, on the lef3:
side, ranning out at right angles.

There is good landing on the left shore in 2 nuke opposite
the foot of No. 6%, where there is quict water and a willow
Beach. There is also good landing on the right side, both a-.
bove and below No. 64, along a willow shore.

No. 65, 5 miles below No. 64,

s a sme!l island, about three quarters of a mile long.~—Chan-
nel left side at all times, there being butasicall pass to the right

of it.
No. 66, 4 miles below No. 65,

Lies pretty close to thevight shore, a larze sand bar aud three

smal islands join it nithe left <ide, the heads of which are cov-. -

ered with-dnift wood.  The left hand channel must be taken at
ail times.”” Thisisland is ubout three miles long.

No. 67 & 68, 5 miles below No. 66,
These lie side byside and nearly in the middle of the river.—
@hanne) right of both. Never ventare to: the left of both, but

in ficods vou may go Between them. No. 68 is-on the teft of

&7 extending down below it, and‘is about two miles long.

There is » bar between these islands with small willows on it,
Iying newrest No. 68 if yon take the middle schute, keep the
Bar to voor keft. There is good landing at the foot of No. 67,
and along the &ide of and near the foot of No. 68, along a wil-
jowshore. . )

No. £9. 3 miltes below No. 68, .- ..

Lies close to the right shore, is small, and has on its left side g
1arge wiliow and flat sand bar~—Channel on the left of both bex

- o

340-

[ 339



'NAVIGATOR:.
arid island s all times, Mo, 69 is 'about ote mile and & half
ey oy
*"o. 70, 12 inile below Ne. 69, |

‘¥ small, lying close to the left shore, and is now ng more thana
willow. and cotton- wood beach, .the young woed having ap-
proached and grown up close to the main land, leaving no pas-
sage avound it—Channel of course on the right of it.. ¥.is a--

bout two miles long. - .
No. 71, 2 mile below Mo.. 76, :

Eies on the right shove aud is: about five miles long—Channel:
left side of it, and also of the bar. - There is a large sand and wils
low bar, on the left side of No. 71, beginning a_little below its
head, and continuing around the right hand point.to near the
foot.of the island. In the left hand bend about half way down
the bar is a curious outlet, rushing out and taking its course ap-
parently up stream, tracing probably, an-old bed.of the river,
haviong on its left a regular bank and large trees, and on its right
axlarge circular willow beash of recent growth. !

The suck of this outlet in-high water.is pretty strong; and re- {.

quives a little care to keep out'ofits:reach. - You are-advertised’
of its approach By.2 number of dead ‘trees at the point through
which the water rushies with great velocity, and by drift. wood
below its mouth:. e e )
Scrubgrass creek, 2 miles below No. 71,

Ts small andin a right hand bend.  Two miles and a half below

this. creek,,and‘on the same side with it, a settlerent was be«
gan in April, 1809

Opposite this creek; on- the left'side of the river is a willow
point extending down a considerable distance.

No. 72,4 miles below Scrubgrass‘ereek,
Lies very near the right share, and is about two miles-long.~
Channel Jeft side—TIn high  water the right pass may be gone;

but ibis something longest. A little below the head of thisisl.-

and enters . G
White river, right side,

Where is good 1anding if you take the right side of No. 72. A-
Wout three milesup white viver there is a water pass to the Ar-
kansas, and which enters that river 20 miles above its mouth.
This is a nearcr route to the post and village of Ozark, from a-
bove, than that of entering - at the mouth of the Arkansas river,.
56 miles up which. the village is situated.

You can see the mouth of White river, when passing to the
Jeft of thie island at the head. :

There is good landing just below No. 72, on theleft side of
the river; along a willow beach. )

Two.miles below No. 72, is a large bar, lying under the first
xight hand point, extending out nearly two-thirds across the riv-
er; keep pretty well over to. the left land bank in passing this

No. 73, 4 miles below No. 72, .
Lies very near the right shore, opposite the middle of thisisland
on its left side is a bar.~—Channel to the left of both island and
%ar.  No. 73 is about two milesTong.

‘No. 74, 4 miles below No..73)
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Y5 a Targe flat willow and cottonswood island lying elose to the
right shore, in high water it is cut through in several places by
the current which gives it the appearance of several smail
fslands. At its-head is much drift wood. Channel always on
the left side of it. No. 74 is about 34 mileslong.

The river hére winds handsomely to the right, making a
gweeping left hand bend past the mouth of the Ozark or Ar-
kansas river, when it again winds to the left.

Arkansas river, [ g 2] 14 mile below No. 74,
This is a noble and a very long; navigable river of Louisiana,
eoming in from the west.  About 50 miles up it is the post.of
Arkansas, and several Chactaw villages, where thereis-a good
deal of trade carried on in furs, peltries, buffalo robes, &e, in
exchange for goods, whiskey, &e. )

There ave several houses with small cleared inclosures just
below the mouth of the Arkansas, where settlements have been
atteropted, but are now vacated, and probably totally abandon-
ed, owing to the overflowings of the Mississippi, which umfortu-
nate circumstance may oblige this noble river to wind its mean-
derings threugh an uncultivated forest far-eight hundred or a
thousand miles in’extent, for a centary yet to come.

No.-75, Ozark island, 3 miles below the: Ar-
kansas, =
Lies nearest the left shore—channel right side, the left is good

,in high waterand is something the neavest. 1tis about 23 miles

Pong. .

%sland No. 76, 53 miles below No. 75,
Lies near_the left shore, and is about three miles long—best
channel vight side in all stages of the water. Opposite the foot
of No. 76, close to the right shore, is a very small island, from
which no danger need be «pprehended

Goad landing opposite No. 76, right shore, willows and gentle
water. From the head of No. 76 the river winds to the right,
making a very long left hand bend. - . :

A sand barin the middie of the river three miles below No.
76, where the Mississippi spreads itself to a mile and a half in
“Breadth.  Inlow water the leftside of this bar should be taken,
where the priueipal part of the current will be observed to
?raw. The right side is pretty good. The bar is about a mile

ong.

" Island No. 77, 7 miles below No. 76, 10

Lies close to the left shore, and the schute that rans to the left
of it is amall and takes out. at vight angles: just below the left
hand point—channel right sile at all times.  Opposite No. 77,
in the right hand Cypress Bend, a small creek empties in.—
Great quantities of timber is-got hiere for the Natchez and New
Orleans market.. Whether #t be strietly right-that the most
valuable timber, tothe amount of milliens of dollars, should be
thus moulded to the use of private purses, where in. fact it is
public property, may be a question to be taken into considera-
tion by those concerned in this business. Louisiana cost the
United States. 14,000,000 dollars, and the eypress trees were all

o
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There is good landing on the left along a willow shore below
No.77. This island is about 3 miles long; the river begins to
widen and turns gradually to the left for seven or eight miles.

Nos. 78 & 79, 4 miles below No. 77,

Lies nearvest the right hand shore—main channel on the left of
both in all stages of the water. These islands are about three
and a half miles long. . .

Island No. 80, 53 miles below No. 79,

Lies close to the right shore, and on the leftside of it is

Island No. 81, a very small island.

Pass both these on the left side. No. 80 is about two mileslong.
The river below Nos. 80 and 81 bends to the right round a long
willow point and bar. N

Island No. &2, 7 miles below No. 80,

Lies just below a right hand point—channel left side. In high
water the right hand passis pretty.good and much the nearest.
The river here sweeps to the right, making a large left hand
bend round No. 82. This is a large island, about five miles
long.—Just below the foot of No. 82, 1s a very smallisland hand-
somely dividing the right hand pass of that island.

Spanish Moss [% 2] bend just below No. 82.
This is 2 beautiful right hand bend forming three-fourths of a
regular cirele of about eight miles in length.

The left hand shore around this bend is clothed with willows
and sand bars. Near the lower end of the bend the river in its
highest state becomes much crowded together, not being more
than one-third of a mile in breadth, eonsequently very deep and
rapid, and full of boils or swells, but n6 way dangerous.

Tllechecko settlement.

This settlement, of four small eabins, ocenpied by one Indian,
one French, and two Ameriean families, baving as many corn
patches of three or four acres to each house, is at the right hand
point immediately below the Spanish Moss bend, and a little
above the head of No. 83. The bank here is pretty high, but
1 fear the overflowings of 1813 have destroyed all present at-
tempts to continue the settlement. The peach tree leaves were
green here on the 2tst December 1812, though the fall had
been unusually cold and early, and the winter afterwards more
severe than had been witnessed for 20 years.

Just above the settlement you run nearly east, and threc
miles below it as nearly west.

Island No. 83, 9 miles below No. 82, 14

Lies nearest the left shore—channel right side, main schute and
the nearest, keeping pretty near the right hand point to avoid a
bar that runs out from the head of the island towards the right
hand shore. At the foot of No. 83 i3 a small island. No. 83 is
shout two miles long, the river turns here much to the right.
On the right shore opposite No. 83, is pretty good landing along
8 willow beach.
A large sand bar,
Three miles below No. 83, and one-third over from the right
shore—channel left side in low water. X
_Island No. 84, 5 miles below No. 83,

Lies close to the left shove—channel right hand side at all times.
The left kand pass which is small, takes owt suddecly belew &
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1oft hand point. A sand and broken willow bar lies along side
of the island, filled with logs and snags, all of which keep pret-
ty well to your left. Opposite the foot of No. 84, just-below the
right hand point, is 2 good landing place. This island is about
£} miles tong. . -
Island No. 85, 63 miles below No. 84,

Ts pretty close to the right shore, and is covered with willows
and cotton wood——channel left side at'all times. Here is good

A

E

landing by hauling to under the points or below the island.  No. -

85 is abouttwo miles long.

Nos. 86 & 87, 6 miles below No. 85,

Are nearly in the middle of the river and opposite each other,
No. 86 beginning frst and extendsbelow No.:87, which lies a
Jittle to the left of No. 86. .

No. 87 has a handsome grass prairie on it, with young cot-
1on wood, and a sand and willow bar on its lower paint—chan-
nel left side of both in low water; in floods the right passis
safe and something nearest—never venture between them, for
t¢hey are joined by a bar. There is good landing-on the side of
Xo. 87, and opposite it on the left shore is a raft growing to the
bank. At the head of No. 87 is drift wood and a willow bar.
These two islands occupy a short left hand bend, and below
them the river winds to the left—They are ahout 24 miles

Tong. ; .

%\To. 88,13 mile below No. 87,
£ies so close to the left side that you don’t observe it until you
get opposite the pass that runs a}‘ound .5;, and which takes out at
vight angles with the river; it is but & small pass and is never
navigated with large boats—channel right side, which is the
zrain body of the river.

At the head of this island is a settlement, and opposite it on
the right side of the river.are four others, two of which are
newly made. No.'88is about three and a half miles long.

Here and lower down are to be seen pelican, swan, geese,
sandhill eranes and ducks, in millions. T'he sand bars for miles
are covered with them, and at night their noise is so great that
you can scarcely sleep for them. They sometimes rise from
the small lakes adjoining the river, in such immmense numbers,
‘ss almost to form a cloud. over your head,¥ie sandhill cranes
particularly, whose noise you hear when you can ne longer see
them, their flight being very high.

Island No. 89, 43 miles below No. 88,
5 2 small wood and willow island, lying close to the right shore
~—channel leftside at all times.- Itis'about two miles long.
Grand Lake, just below No. 89.

Though this‘is calied a lake, there is no appearance of one
here at present, but is now grown'up with willows, from the
size of which the old bed of the river musthave began near the
head of No. 89, thence bearing off to the right, sweeping around
<nd forming a great right hand bend, and erossing the present
schannel diagonally a mile below the foot of 89, thence bearing

to the left, making as large a willow and cotton wood point to
your left hand as the bend is on the right. At the lower end
ofthis left hand point and enveloped among the young willows
& cgpsiderable distance from the present channel, is
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', 'Seary’s Island, No. 90.

Distinguished by the tall trees, with a growth of willows alt

wound it.. T'ke lower point of the iskand approaches pretty
near the river, and here it is easy distinguishing where the old
bed of the river eame in again, there being a young growth of
timber to the left of the island, broad enough for its former chan-
nel. It is about 5 miles from the foot of 89 to the foot of Sea-
ry’s island. - Near the foot of No. 90 is good landing, in quiet wa-

- ter and bestde willows. B } )
At the right hand point just below Seary’s island is a large
seraggy sand bar, to which has been given. by some wag, the

name o

General Hull’s left leg. ,

It was formerly a dangerous and deceptive enemy ; it is now
harmless, providing you bear well to the left and keep a good

look out. The Mississippi used to flow over this bank of sand

deep and smooth; its snaggy head latterly gets brushed by eve-

ry log that passes; every wind that blows ruffles its prominent -

featnres; and every Kentuckian and Obioan as they pass it by,
¢ shake their ‘heads with a sentiment of regret and vexation.”
Indeed the Pennsylvanians do not much like it, for though their

losses have not been so severe, the mortification it has ogea~

sioned have been very galling to their feelings.

181

Island No. 91, 4 1&iles below 90, 1 500

¥s a small willow and cotton weod island in the middle of the

river. In low water you must take the right side of it. In

floods the left is good and the neavest. It is about a mile long.

On the right side just above 91, is a settlement.

Island No. 92, 6 miles below 91, ,

T4 near the middle of the river—~channel left side in low water,

in a tolerable state of the water the vight is prefeired.  Itis a-

bout 3 miles long- . B T

On the right side of this island, and. opposite its head, a sand
bar begins and extends down a mile; the foot of the bar is cov-
ered with willows, having a large raft of drift wood at their up-

- perpoint. When you take the vight hand pass of 92, hug the
right hand point to avoid being thrown on this bar.

. Good landing just below the right hand point and opposite
the head of 92, also at the foot of the island. Good landing a-
Tong a handsome willow shore on the left side between Nos. 92
and 83. ) ‘ o

Island No. 935, 3 miles below 92, =~ °*

fs in the middle of the river. At the head of this island twe

bars run out from each side of it. Best channel in low water

Reft side, and pretty near the left bank. If you take the right

pass, which is good in floods, keep near the right hand bank, a-

voiding the island in cither ease as much as possible. At the

foot of 93 isa cousiderable eddy. No. 93. is about three miles
long. Here commences the
Nine Mile Reach,
‘Where you havewa beautiful view- ol ghe viyer: .
No. 94, Stack or Crow’s nest Island, 6 miles
below 93, a
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las been stink by the earthquake or swept off by, the. floods;
but just below where it stood, is a high sand bar, covered with
young willows, and is abotit the middle cf the river. This bar
may grow into another Crow’s, but it is to be hoped, not into a-
nother Rogue’s nest [;‘ 2.] The river here bears hard against
the head of the bar, and also against the right hand bank—
channel right side near to the island, thence draws towards the
right hand shore.

A creek emptiesin on the right side just above the two settle.
ments. The Washita heads not far from this place, on which
ia a considerable settlement, 40 miles distant, and to which
from hence is g eutroad. Itis thirty miles to Moorehouse’s set-
tlement on that river, -

Crow’s nest or Stack island was very small, and stood in about
the middle of the Nine-mile Reach.” A large bar had formed
Jjust below where the istaud stood, but it also has given way to
the current, and is no more.

Four miles below this island (No. 94) is £ sand bar in aright
hand bend-—channel on the left ofit, " )

No. 95, 7 miles below Stack Island, .

. I8 close to the right shore, and on the left of it is a pretty long
willow island,—channel left side of both. No. 95 is abeut two
miles long. The viver here winds to the right. v

The main shore in the left hand bend round this island is fill-
ed with snags and sawyers from the slipping in of the bank;
keep pretty well out, as the current sets hard in among therm.
This left hand bend is about nine miles long. The right hand
pass of No. 95 is narrow, and takes out suddenly- below a right
hand point. :

Nos. 96 & 97, 8 miles below No. 95, - 10

Lie pretty clese to the left shore, beginning just below a left
hand point, and immediately above orie another, having'a small
passage between them, and joined by a bar in dry seasens. No.
96 is much smaller than No. 97, they are about two miles long.
Changel to the right of both in all stages of the water. Five
miles below 96 is a sand bar on the right hand side of the river,
channel on the left of it. )

Opposite and below tliese islandz on the right side are several
‘smuall settlements. :

No. 98, five miles below 97,

Ts pretty close to the left shore in a left hand bend, and is about
three miles long---channel on the right side of it in all stages of
the water, and when the river is low keep pretty close to the
island, leaving & bar at its head on yourleft hand. At the right
hand point opposite the head of No. 98 is also a bar, which keep.
to your right han_d. . ;

No. 99, a right hand point opposite No. 98, -
‘Was once an island, bat it is now joined- to'the main shore,
and the channel which formerly run on theright side of it, is
now grown up with willow and cotton wood. - This is particular
Iy distinguished from below the foot of the island, by an observ-
able difference between the island timber, and that of a more
recent growth in the former channel. ¢

No. 100, 9 miles below No. 98, 1
Lies belowa right hiand point and nearest the right side of the
river, having on its right, and beginning a little above it, a long,

u .

=¥

22

~|

|

529

559

546

558



183 NAVIGAT6R.

slim willow island, Between which and No. 100 there is & nar.
- row but a toletable safe passin high water, but in low water it

1s nearly dry, as well as the small pass to the right of the slim
willow island.—Main channel to'the left of both islands, sweep-
ing around the left hand bend. At the head of these islands are
Iarge rafts of drift wood, particularly at the head of No. 100,
where a large sand and willow bar joins thé island. No. 100 is
about 4 miles long.

The slim island begins first and ends with No. 100, and a lit-
tle below its foot isa very small island.

Nos. 101 & 102, 2 miles below No. 100,
Lie just below a left hand point, divided only by a small water
pass.~--Main channel to the right of both islands, round the right
hand bend. The left schute of both is pretty good in high wa-
ter, and if you take it, you must-hug the left hand point, :sit
mkes off protty swblenly. Noe. 101 lies close to the left shore,
302 to the right of it and extending down a little below it T'he
river & Lends te the left.  From the head of No. 101 to the
ot f:‘f No 102, it is sbout three miles.

No. 103, « My Wife’s” Island, 9 miles below
No. 102.
Lies below 2 right hand point—channel left side. The right
pass may be gone in floods, it is much the pearest, bat not so
saff

e. .

Good landing on the left side opposite 183, along a willow
Lihp‘re.’( The river bends to the right. Thisisland is about 3
miles long. :

Oprasite the head of No. 103 on the left shore, the old bed of
the river formerly ran across to the Yazoo, and entered that
river two miles ubove its present mouth. This tract is marked
3y the young willows with which itis now flled.

Just below No. 103, on the right side, and in a right hand
dend, is a considerable settlement, ealled SPARTA, on which re-
sides judge Lindsey, helow whose farm the river bears hard a-
Zuinst the right hand bank, and it requires some pulling to keep
out from smong the fallen trees and snags near the shcre.
The bank having given way considerably in one place, an eddy
is formed, but it presents nodanger if you ply the oars well and
Eeep pretry well out.

There are several small settlements on the right side be-
tween the Yazoo und the Walnut Hills.

Yazoo river, [k 2] 5 miles below 103,

Above and below the mouth of this river is 2 large willow beach, .

that very much spoils the appearance of its entrance, and gives
it several mouths. In passing it, keep rather nearest the right
hand shore to avoid eddies on both sides of the river.

‘Walnut Hills | 27 9 milesbelow the Yazoo,
Here is a large eddy near the left hand shore which you must
aveid in passing the Hills by keeping pretty well out. Thereis
a good landing just below the eddy, and about opposite Mr.
Turnbull’s house.  The river here 'makes a great left hand
bend, bearing hurd against the Hills, of which you have a very
fine view before vou get within two wiles of them.

As you pass the Hills you have in view the river for seven or
2ight wilvs below, and on the right hand side several settle-
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ments. Suchiis the croclzedness of the viver here, that frem +

sevenr miles below the Wainut Hills it is but four miles and a
haif scross to the Yazoo, while by water it is 16. s

A sand bar,

Niue miles below the Walnut Hills, and 2 small distance above

TWearrington, lying cn the left side of the river---channel pastit
close to the vight shore.

WARRING 10¥, 10 miles below Walnut Hills, 10

This is a small viilaze of the Mississippi tervitory, on the left
bank of the viver. It has about 20 or 50 frame and log dwell-
ings, andiis the seat of justice for Warren county.  Itssubjec-
ticn in high floods to the inundations of the rivey éperates against
its progress and stability. It was laid out in 318089 on lands of
Mr. Grifith. Scme distanee back of the town the land is bhigh
and possesses scme good furms.  Half a mile above the town a
emall ereck erapties itsell into the river.  Here, as ali along the
Nississippi, the woter cozing out st the base of the binff or high
iwnd, contains s much mincersl, part of which is probubly cop-

r, that it drank by the eattie it firequently proves poiscnous.
The inhubitauts dare not deink it. Lt sickens, voisits, and sonie-
timos purges

A wauter possessing sirilar qualities cozes from the banks of
the Ghio, in many plaess towards its raoath. I dvank, with o-
thers, some issuing ocut in a small clear stream opposite the
mouth of the Tennessee. It had acopperish and alumish taste,
and the greund over which it ran had the appearance of rusty
iron, but rather of a yelicwish cast., The quantity I drank was
stall, znd T could perceive no particular effect. I was told at
the time, that it had sickened several who had drank of it.

At the first right haud point below Warrington and a litle a-
ove No. 104, is a large sand and willow bar, which you keep
to your right. Here the river bearshard against the lelt bank,
and is washing away the front of the farms.

No. 104, 3 miles below Warringten,

Lies close to the left side below a left hand peint, having a very

small puss to its left, and which is nearly blocked ap with drift

‘woed.  On'the side of 10415 2 large sand and willow bar, reach-

fng down sboat o miles, Below which is a handsome willow
baach, and-good landing near the foct of theisiand.

Youkeep theisland and bar without difficalty on yourleft hand,
iaking the sweeparound the right hand bend.  Below the foot
=f No. 104, Is a handsome scttlement on the left side, and an a-
ban;!md one oa theright. No. 104 is about three miles and a
Balf long. L .

No. 1085, Sand-island, 13 mile below 104,

Li selose 1o the righs sflare, having but a small water pass on

its right sile—chaimnel left side'atall times. It is n.small wil-

. lowisland one mile long.  Opposite it on the right side is a set-
tlement, A - e .

Palmira settlement. . .

Thisis a handsome settlement of about fifteen farms, closely

- &fjsintog. It was begun by the preseiit settlers in 1801, but it

was first, improved about 35 yeers ago under British claims,

which srenow putin by the original claimants, but in conse-

yiane of the beginning of theis surveys being lost by the cav-
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§ tige of the river bank {it is suppposed) theirlines cannot be es.

tablished, the board of eommissioners thevefore, had to consid-

er their titles null and void, and the pre-emption rights of the
territary (Miss.) to stand good. )
The river round this settlement forras a singular tongue of

#and, it being but two miles lacking three chains trom the upper  §

settlement opposite the head of Palmira island across in a line
with the teacts ta where tliey strike the river again, although
around by water it is 17 measared miles. SRS

Opposite this settlement, on the right side there is'a lake
withiu 100 yards of the river, which empties intothe Tensaw,
thence into the Washita, affording a good keel boat navigation
from ;the head of the lake through the rivers just mentioned,
into Red river, thence into the Mississippi. Such is the very
singular manner the country on the right side of the Mississip-
pi is eut up with lakes, bayous and rivers, all commaunicating
their ‘waters, and forming in every direction navigable streans
from one end. of the Mississippi valley to the other, which to
generations to come will be of inmense value in facilitating set-
tlements and eommerce. :

Palmira island, No. 106, three miles below
105. . :
Lies neavest the left side--chaunel right side. It is 43 miles
long. A scitlement at thehend of it -

No. 107, 23 miles below 106,

-Channel good on either side. T'wo miles longs . )
" A very large bar puts out from the left hand point, just be-
low Palmira scttlement, and neavly closes up hslf the channel,

thercfore, if you take the left side of Nos, 106 & 107, you must

keep this bar well to your left hand, passing pretty close to the
foot of 106 and to tho head of 107, In very low water the left
“pass of 106 goes nearly dry.  The right side of:threse as well a3
108 is the wmain and proper chanticl in-alt stages of the wa-
ter. ey
* No. 108, 1 mile below 107, " * sa
Lies pretty neav the left shore—channel right side. Itistwo
and & half miles long.  No. 109 lics close to the left shore just
below 108—chanpet riglt side. N :
Point Pleasaut 534 miles below 108,
Thisis a handsome setilement on the right hand point 34 milea
“below 108, aud opposite Palmira Neck. : ‘
From opposite Point Pleasant to the upper setflement of Pal-
“miles by water, messured distance. Sk
Big Black Island No. 110, 7'miles below 108,
and about 4 below Point Pleasant;
Lies near the middle of the viver in 4 left hand bend.  Low
< ater ehannel is on the left side ; the Tight pass'is safe in floods.
Tt is 3 miles long.. - . ’ .
There is & large sand bar at the Head of 110, thevefore keep

6

, Toira; it is two miles less three chains acvoss by land, and 17 ¢

4

: p\-etlfgr close to' the left shore as you approach the head of the .

islan

110,

;

Big Bléick river, [m 2] fivé miles below No. -
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The Grand Guif (Grand Goufre,) at ths Big
Black river. :

Here is presented to your view a seenc mixed with the singu-
tar and sublime. "Che viver at asudden turns o the ripht, rush-
es itself ugainst a high peint 6fland on the left, at whose base
are some
with the suddenness of the turn, & large eddy is formed imme-
Jiately below the bleff point, which extends down haif’ a mile.
On vour vight the land juts out to 2 very sharp and narrow
point, and jist below it and near the right shore, another eddy is
{ormed of less magnitude than the one on the left side. Th.ve
is no danger in pussing this place if you keep nearest the right
hand point in high water, and thence nearly in the middle of
the river, there being a broad channel, smooth and good be-
tween the two eddies, and if you should happen to get into ei-
ther of these, you would only be detained a little while, and
have some hard rowing to getout again. . The prominent dun-
ger is in perraitting your boat to get so fur into the bend that she
might get a stroke from the rocks at the foct of the bluft point.
This howeveris cusily avoided by a good lock oat and timely
rowing. . .
_ Talow water younaturelly sweep round near the left hand
Bank, and not t).u from the big rock at the Base of the biuff

int, then bearing out to the right to avoid the cddy on the
Jeft, and keeping a large bav, in the middle of the river and a-
bout a mile below the point of rocks, o your right.

At the sharp right hand point is a settlement, and another
handsorae one a little way below the Gulf onthe left side.

A mile and 2 half back from the river on the lcft, is lake St.
Joseph, 12 miles in length and 2 quarter or half’ a mile in
breadth. It is fine for fish and fowl,

Bayon Pierre or Stony creek, 10

From the mouth to what is ealled the fork of this viver, is about
g% miles. In this distance there are several quarries of stone,
.theland of a elay soil with gravel on the surface.  On the nerth
‘side of this river the land in general is iow and rich ; that on the
south is higher, but much broken. }

‘Thirty miles up this ereek is the village of Gibsonport, the
veat of justice for Claiborne county, Miss. Ter. to which boats
ascond when the waters are high in the Mississippi. ‘

Petit Gulf, (Goufrey. - :

Here wre eddies on both sides—keep near the middie of the

miver. .
Island No. 111, 2 miles helow Petit Gulf,
. Ries somae distance below the: first right hand point below the
Fetit Gulf and near the right shore. ~ Opposite the head of this
“jsland is a bar in the midgte of the river—the chanel is near the
¥eft shore all the way apoand. Tt is about 3 miles long.
Island No. 112, 5 miles below 111,

8
Lies in a bend pretty close to the right shore, and about hali

way down it, commences .
Island Ne. 113, much larger than 112,

And lies also nearest the right shore. There is & good chan-

bl 1o the Jeft of both these ieliands, the chapnel between them

o rocks, which beat off the current, and together

4
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is good alse.  From the bhead'of No. 112 to the foot of 113, it is
computed to be about three miles.

The left hand bend is so grest from the foot of No. 113¢toa ‘

plantation five miles below Cole’s creek, that it is 10 miles by
water, and only 14 mile across by land. This bend may be call-

Cole’s creeie Bend. . .

A Bayou baif a mile above Cole’s creek, left
side, » )

Cole’s creek, 5 miles below No. 113,

‘This is 2 considerabie creek, spreading outinto several branch-

s, all well known for their great and sudden risings and fallings

intimes of rains.  Some of the bestsettlements in the Miss, Per. |

are on this creck and its branches, A .

Below this ereck the bank of the river is tumbling in rapidly,
and the shore, in consequence, is full of snags and sawyers, and
it requires aitention and not a little labor to keep out from a-
moux thera. The right hand side is clothed with a handsome

wta of young willows for several miles. - Five miles below
ale’s ereck are good settlements on both sides. :

Cole’s creek Bend is about 17 miles long, begioning at the
head of No. 115 and ending st the head of No. 114, where the
river again turns to the left.

Fair Child’s Island No. 114, ,

Lies near the left shore—channel in low water, right side, and
pretty near the; right band shore, to ayoid alarge bar making
out from the head of theisland. In high water the left pass may
be navigated with safety.  T'he river opposite this island spreads
out toa mile and a half in breadth. Itisabeut four miles long,
and hasa pass tirough it near the lower end.  Farms at and be-
low the head of theisland on the left side. -

Nearly opposite the head of No. 114, the Bayou Teche goes
out aid eraptizs itself by way of numerous small lakes, into the
Tersaw, and the Tensaw by the same means, joins the Washi-
ta, thence by way -of 13lack river you enter Red river and the
Mississippi again. Tle settlers on the Tensaw and Washita
take the rout upwards, and entering the Mississippi by the Te-
che, deseend to Natchez.

Fair Child’s er2ek comes in on the left side a mile above the
foot of the island,

At the faot of No. 11%, vou begin to see high bluff broken
hills on your left, o smsll distance beck from the river, and
topped with pine trees, here also, for the first tine, you are re-

led with the sight of the deep green small leafed magnotia,
whieh grow in numbers on the sides of those hills and in the
bat:gms along the river fram this place to Natchez.

Steam Saw mill, 5 milesbelow No. 114,

On the right side of the viver: It belongs to Messrs. Foster
and Whethe

f Natehez, who have done much business with it
to advantage. . .

Natclez Landing,
Tare you mast incline towards tha Jeft hand bank from the right
hand point two or three miles abave Natchez, in order the ea-
sier to drop into the eddy at the landing. There isa small
point with two or three.big trces on it, just above the Jandin
and-at the head of the eddy, which shoots the eurrent out wi

g

680
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geat velocity. Keep pretty near this point, and with smart-
roWwing for a few minutes you will pass from the very rapid de«
scending stream into the counter-curtent, where you wilk fecl
immediate ease, and be enabled to land your boat any where in
the eddy, which is about a quarter of a mile long, and from 50
to 150 yards broad in a middling state of the water, and i the
highest stages of the river as large again, when the waters reach
the base of the bluff 3

The Natchez landing affords a pretty safe harbor for boats. it
being in the shape of a half moon. The wind: seldom distwb
jtunless indeed very high, and not then to any damage if care
be taken to fusten well and keep the boat easy and cvenly afioat.
Sometimes by unloading from one side and not to - an equal a-
mourt on the other, and the boat being thus left untrimmed o-
ver night, the morning may find her filled, even without a
storm, and what might have been prevented in half an hour by :
fuifilling the old maxim. ¢ leave nothing for-the morrow that
‘ought to be done to-day,” now occupies twenty hours, and per-
baps with the loss of much property. ’

THE OITY OF NATCHEZ

Occupies a very bandsome situation and one that is un-
common on the Mississippi. It.is built on a hill nearly
erpendicular, of about 200 feet in height from the sur-
ace of the river. = This hill, called Bluff, affords a fine
prospect up and- down the river for two or three mileg
each way. Thehouses in Natchez are mostly frame with

a great many doors and windows for the admission of the .
cool breezes in the hot months; they are low, being gen-.

erally.but one story high, and constructed principally for
the convenience of business. The city contains about
300 hauses. 'The bluif on which the town stands is about
200 yards from the river,and the intermediate space, call~
-ed the Landing, is coversd with a number of dwellings,
taverns, dram shops, and trading houses. The bank be-
ing composed of a rich leose sand, the river is constantly
making encroachments irto the plain or bottem, and wi H
in a few years, most.probably, run close to the foot of the
Bluff, and entirely annibilate this part of the city. ,
There is but one road from the Landing up the hill, a~
long which are several fIrange and Liquor shops, situated
on the brink of the precipice. Fhough these shops might

be undermined by a heavy rain, and precipitated down -

a steep of 100 feet, yet such is the temerity of their

holders thit they do not seem to think of the danger thef;

are in.. ‘ .
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In the vear 1805, large portion of the Biufl on the
lower border of the town sunk in to a considerable depth;
some houses were destroyed and others moved off with
the earth without sustaining any jury. - :

Here are established several large mercantile houses
which are much engaged in the cotton business, and ma-
ny others less extensive ; and a warehouse has been latel
established for the storage of goods by James C. Wilking
& Co. who also do business on commission. The ci
has two printing offices, issuing weekly gazettes, a num-
ber of public inns,and many of the mechanic branches
are carried en. . :

The staple commodity of this country is cotton, which
is raised to great perfection, and with large profits to the
planters, who accumulate immense fortunes by following-
itfor afew years. Vast quantities of it are exported from
Natchez, yearly, to the different seaport towns in the
United States, and tomany in Europe; England particu-
larly, whose manufactories of cotton indeed depend very
much on the American cotton planters for their supply of
that article. . ‘ B

Indigo, rice, flax, tobacco, hemp, and peas, are cultivat-
ed here with great success, and some sugar is made.
Black cattle and sheep thrive well.—The Natchez coun-
try produces maize or Indian corn, equal if not superior,
o any otlrer part of the United States; the time of plant-
ing if is from the beginning of March until the beginning
of Julv. The cotton is generally planted in the latter
end of February and the beginning of March. Wheat
does not succeed well 5 rye has been raised in some pla-
ces with success. Plumbs, peaches, and figs, are abun-
dant; apples and cherries are scarce. The same kinds
of vegetables raised in the middle states succeed here
generally.

The same kind of mounds or tumuli found in different
garts of the western country bordering the Chio and in-

eed througheut the United States, are also discovered in
the Natchez settlements. In all parts where new planta~
tions are opened, broken earthern ware is to be met with;
some pieces are in tolerable preservation, and retain dis-
tinctly the original ernaments ; but none of it appears to
hiave ever been glazed.* B :

% Ellicoit’s Journal.
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' From the circumstance of the Indian ware, asit is call-
ed, being found, it would appear that this country must
have been thickly settled centuries- ago, perhaps with a
people much better acquainted with the arts than any of
the Aborigines of N. America ever did or do now pretend’
to beast.—This is a subject often touched upon by histori-
ans and speculative writers: But both early and late
writers seem to be equallyin the dark as to the period at
which those settlements might have been made, how long
they continued, by whom, or what nation or language of’

eople made them, the cause of the total extinction or -

mshment of the settlers—and finally, they.are equally
confounded in the great chain of human events.—Not un-
like the sea, whose waves are bounded by a Divine order,
is man’s mind-—the same thing may be saic of both, «so”
far shalt thou go and no farther,” ° ,

Pope on the limitation of man’s researches, has the fol- -
lowing judicious observations Co-

£ Say first, of God above, or Man below,

¢ What can we reason, but from what we know ?

4 Of man, what see -we but his station here,

¢ From which to reason, or to which refer ?

& Through worlds unnumber’d tho’ the God be known,
“Tis ouxs to trace him only in our own."” .

Natchez is a port of entry, and vessels of 300 or 400
tons burden come up the river to the city, meeting with
no other difficulty than the strength of the current and
head winds. Itisin lat. 31° 33" N. long. 16° 15" W.
-and is about 300 miles above New Orleans. Ithasa post
office which receives and discharges the Mail regularly
once a week—It is said that a line of stages is soon to be

- established from Lexington to New Orleans for the pur-
pose of carrying the United States’ mail.

It is observed that the wool of the sheep in the Natchez
district is more hairy and-less valuable than itisin the
middle states ; but that the mutton is well tasted—It is
also observed that domestic animals generally are less
tame and docile, owing perhaps to their being more able
to get their living in the woods.and swamps through the

ear, than is afforded them in the middle and northern
states; and to their feeling less dependant on man for
protection and subs‘istence.R
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The tract of good npland in the Natchez district is not
very extensive, being about 130 miles in length along the
Mississippi. river, and not more than 23 in breadth.
This tract is remarkably fertile, but the country being
high and much broken with hills, a few years washing
will render the soil of the cultivated parts less produce

ve. , :
¥ The making of sugar from the cane does not succeed

very well in the neighborhood of Natchez; but from
Point Coupee down to the Gulph of Mexico, itis manufac-
tured to advantage and is the staple commodity of that
art of the Mississippi—Sweet and sour lemons grow in
great plenty on that part of the river. S
The climate of Natchezis very changeable in winter,
Yhut the summers are regularly hot, being about 14° of
permanent heat beyond that of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey. , . .
The accumulation of wealth being the grand polar star
-#o which all the pursuits of the inhabitants are directed at
present, the acquirements of taste and education perhaps
are too much neglected in and about Natchez; but the
waluable principle of hospitality generally prevails, espe-
cially among the rich planters3 and it is this that affords
trye enjoyment and comfort to the stranger and the trav-
cller, and never fails to leave lively impressions of %ratx-
tude on the mind of him who thus finds'a friend, where,
rom the peculiar situation of the country, he is or may be
most needed.

S Y

Island No. 115, 6 miles below Natchez, g] 701
Lies vear the middie of the river, both sidesare equally safe in
2 tolernble state of the water, thie left being the nearest, in low
water you must take the right passage.  No. 115 is about three
wiles long, the river turns a little totheleft

8t. Catharine’s creek, ten miles below No.

113, o 15| 714
“Tluters i at 1 hand on the left shore.
Ellis’s, or White Cliffs, one mile below, i} 715

These ¢iiffs are on the left bank of the river, which bends short
tp the right. . ) ;

. Islands Nos. 116 & 117, 7 miles below, 7] 79
The left of both is the best channel and the nearest, may go »
between them in high water; No. 116 lics neadest the left shore
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atd projects a little above the head of No. 117; the river bends

to the left; these islands are about three mileslong, o

Island No. 118, 14 miles below 116, 17

- Liesin a bend on the right side, take the left passage at all
“times, No, 118 is about gue rile long. ) )

Homochitto river, 2 miles below 118, 3}

Enters in on the left side, through a willow shore in a bend ; it
isa small viver, - ) :

Buttalo creek, 6 miles below Homochitto, 6
This is-a small creek; entering in on the left side.

Loftus’ Heights, 2 miles below Buffalo, 2
Are on the left bank, and on which is situated

Fort Adams. S

Here is a large eddy on the left side immediately above ‘the
fort; inordeixtoland near the the fort, you must run near the
lower end of the eddy before you touch it, then pull in-and it
will carry youup to the landing place.  Pinkneyville, a_small
village, lics.abnut 7 miles eastward of Fart Adams. e

Line of Demarkation, beléw the fort, @
Thhis line was agreed upon betweer Spain and the United States
several years prior to the latter government taking possessiorr
of Louisiana as ceded to it by France. It crosses the river in 31
degrees north latitude.

About one mile below the line is what is ‘called the Grea:
Cut-off, which is only five miles across, and it is reckoned as the
river ruus fifty-four miles round. L :

Red rivery 9 miles: below the line, o
This is a-very.congiderable river entering in at-alarge bend on .
the riyer shore. %{1 2] : e TR o

Bayou Chaffalio, 3 miles below Red river, 3

" -Be careful that you keep pretty close to the left shore from Red
river below this place, to-avoid being drawn into this current; .
whish runs out on the right shore with great rapidity. "Thisis.
the first large” body of water which leaves the Mississippi, and
falls by a regular and separate channel into the Gulf of Mexico.
Notwithstanding the magnitade of this river, it is not navigable -
to the Gul§ of Mexico, owing to an immense floating bridge, or
raft across it, of many leagues in. length, and so firm and com-
pact in some places that cattle and horses are driven over it.
This astonishing bridge is constantly augmented by thé trees
and rubbish which the Chaffalio draws out of the Mississippi,
which it leaves in the westernmost part of that remarkable bend
just below the boundary, and has_every appearance of having
been formerly a continuation of the Red river, when the Miss
pi washed the high lands from Clarksville to the Bayo ‘Lurde
(or Willings creek,ﬁ the traces of which are yet vwisible by the
lakes throngh which'a large current passes when the river.is
high. The distance on a straight line from Clarksville to the

Bayou Tuniea is not more than eight miles, but by the present
course of the river it is about fifty. )

Three Sisters, Islands Nos. 119,120 & 121, 1%/
No. 119 is nearest the left shore, 120 lies to the right of it, and
121 still further to the right, close in a bend on the right shove ;
channel past these is always on the left in low water, may go
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between 119 and 120 in high floods; the river here is straight
for several miles, . No. 119 is about 3 miles long.

- Bayou 'Lunica, below the Three Sisters, - 83
Is a small ereek emptying in on the left side, on which are con-
siderable settlements, cotton farms, &e. '

Island No. 122, 6 miles below Bayou Tunica, 6
Lies in the middle of the river, may pass on either side.

Tunica village, 4 miles below No. 122, - 4f

Is situated on the left bavk: of the river, which for about 30

miles above has been forming nearly a complete cirele, and

now comes within one mile and a half of the current where it

. %ms pearly in an opposite direction. This is called the T'unica
en .

Stands on the right bank, and opposite on the left side,
Bayou Sdra emptiesin. : o
About 9 miles up this creek is a beautiful settlement,: cotton
grows here in graat perfection:; David Bradford, Esq. formerly
- "of Pennsylvania, resided here. . b

A sand bar opposite. Bayou Sara. g

Pass on either side, it isnot seen in high water.

Fausse Riviere, or Point Coupee, 5
This is the old bed of the river, and is something like the Tuni.
¢ bend, but not so large; it was cut through alew yearsago by .
some Canadian Traders, by which a distance of about 20 miles
is saved ; it is on the right side of the preseit channel. Hereis
a beautiful settlement called .

Point Coupee séttlements L

Here comimences the embankmont;or Levée on the right

side of the river, and continues down to New Orleans, and it is
here where the beauty of the Mississippi and the delightful
prospect of the country open to view. The banks of the river -
from below Point Coupee on the-right, and from Baton Rouge
on the left side down to the city of Oleans, have the appear-
ance of one continuéd village of handsome and neatly built hous-
es. They ave firame buildings of one story high, and stand con-
siderably elevated on piles or pickets from the ground, arve well
painted and nicely sarrounded with Orange trees, whose fra-
grance add much delight to the scenexy. I

Thompson’s creek, left shore, o -2
Up this creek also are some fine cotton plantations, the soil is
remarkably rich and produces great crops.

Cliffs on the left bank, one mile Ion%, ' 2

TIslands Nos. 123 & 124, 3 miles below,
Lie in the middle of the river, the one imwredistely below the
other, channel good-on either side , They- are about five miles
long. Thence 2 fine riverto ‘

Baton Rouge, 19 miles below No. 124, 24
Is on the left bank ofuthe river. Hers'commences the hich
lands contiguans to the river, and-arve thirty or farty feet aboye

its gredtest vise. Fere also is a fine settlement, called
aton:Rouge settlement.

R2
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The Levee on the left side of the river commences 3 little a.
bove this settlement. . .
Bayou Manshac, or Iberville, left shore, = 15| 888
Here the river turns short to the right. . } :
During the high waters the Bayou leaves the Mississippiina
considerable stream, and after passing the river Amitee, fallsin-
to lake Maurepas, thence into lake Pontchartrain, and commu
micates with the Gulf of Mexico near the mouth of Pearl or
Half-way river. [0 2] This channel, which is at present much
choked up, may yet become the principal communication, to
the coast of West-Florida, which will be a much cheaper route
of conveyance than by New Otleans. The island formed 137
this channel, and on which New Orleans stands, may be consid- :
- ered the Delta of the Mississippi. . .
Bayou Placquemine, or outlet, right side, . 8] 895
Here the river winds short to the left, and fromrthence to New- X
, Orleans its general course is pretty near that of.S. E.  From -
‘this Bayou there is a water communication with the Opelou-
sas, ‘ ‘ , o ] =
Manshac Church, left bank,- v _ 10| 906
Bayl({?r’s, a noted cotton planter, right side, 4| 910
Tsland No. 126, 7 miles below Bayleys, 7] 917
Lies nearest the right shore, channel left side, it is about one
xoile and 2 half long. : e
Bayou la Fourche, (or the Fork,) rightside, 10| 927
From the Mississippi along this Bayou to the sea coast the sets,
tlement is compact. S ' -

- La Faurche ‘Church, right bank, o 1928
Arnold’s, a sugar planter, right bank, 4] 932
Baranges, a sugar planter, left side, .51.987

. "This seat is said tobe the handsomest on the river, o
Contrell’s Church, right bank, - 5 942
Bona Cara Church, right bank, 18 960
Red Church, left bank, - 18978
Forteus’s, a sugar planter, left bank, 15| 993
Orange Grove, left bank, ; 12/1005

; NEW ORLEANS, [p2]  4[1009
et
“
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.~ THE navigator having now arrived after an irksome
passage of between five and six weeks, (about the time it
takes to descend from Pittsburgh) at the grand mart of
business, the Alexandria of America, heleaps upon shore
with ecstasy, securing his boat to the bank with a careful
tie, mounts the Levee, and with elated heart and joyful
countenance, receives the warm and friendly hand of a
fellow citizen, in whose integrity he confides, and to
‘whom in confidence he can dispose of his cargo.—What
a reverse in the situation of a trader, since the banks of
the Mississippi have become the soil of the United States
—since a governor of republican people has been happily
placed in the chair of not only one but many tjrants—
since in fact he traffics with those.to. whom he looks up as
friends, instead of those whose every glance was dire
jealousy and suspicion; whose demeanor was bombastic
pride and ostentation ; whose pursuit and plan in trade
‘was one continued ‘system of bribery, fraud and chicane-
¥y, from the first anthority in the old to the last in this
their foreign government.—What a reverse in the situa-
tion of you, western Americans! What a conquest gain.
ed! a conguest equal to a second revolution! a vastand
almost unlimited territory acquired without the loss of a .
drop of blood! Happy Columbians! -prosperity smiles,
must smile, on all governments equally mild, and equally
justwith yours? . .0 o e R
The river opposite New Orleans is about one mile and -
a half in breadth, and notwithstanding the apparent velo-

city of the current and the distance to the sea, it “per-

‘ceptibly ebbs and flows as highup as the city from 12 to
18 inches perpendicular.”’* It is about 108 miles to the
mouth of the river from the city ; to the English Bend it
is 17 miles, to Fort Placquemines 48, thence to the Passes,
where the river branches out into three parts, 24 miles,
thence to the mouths of the river 19 miles. And here
« the Mississippi discharges itself into a sea that may be
compared to the Mediteranean, bounded on the northand -
soutg by the continents of Europe and Africa, as the Mex-
ican sea is by the two Americas.” :

In a much admired and justly celebrated work, 1 the
 author of which, speaking of the convulsions that many

© M.S. Journal of Col. George Morgan.

$+J eﬂ'efson’s Notes on Virginia
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parts of this country which he describes musthave undem
gone in various periods of time, observes, with respect t¢
the Gulf of Mexico, “ While ruminating on these sub-
jects, I have often been hurried away by fancyand led to
imagine, that what is now the bay of Mexico, was once a
ehampaign country; and that from the point or cape of
Florida, there was a continued range of mountains through
Cuba, Hispaniola, Porto Rico, Martinique, Guadaloupe,
Barbadoes, and Trinidad, till it reached the coast of
America, and formed the shores which bounded the ocean,
and guarded the country behind; that by some convulsion
or shock of nature, the sea had broken through these
mounds, ard deluged that vast plain, till it reached the
foot of the Andes; that being there heaped up by the
trade windsalways blowing from one quarter,it had found
its way back, as it continues to do, through the gulf, be-
tween Florida and Cuba, carrying with it, the loam and
sand it may have scooped from the country it had occupi-
ed, part of which it may have deposited on the shores of
orth America, and with part formed the banks of New:
foundland. But,” says our author, «these are only the
visions of fancy.” .- ' ‘
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APPENDIX :

NOTES REFERRED TO IN THE DIRECTIONS FOR .
’ NAVIGATING THE RIVERS.

[a] HALF amile from the ferry resides Mr. Tomlinson, an old:
and respectable inhabitant of the country. Itis 40 years since he first
settled at this place, on which some years ago, he laid out atown, intend-
ing it for the seat of justice for Ohio county, Virginia, but Wheeling bex
ing fixed on for that purpose, Mr. Tomlinson’s town deelined. - He has a
fine farm, level and fertile, and susceptible of great improvement. He
keeps tavern for travellers, and whatis 2 matter of curiosity to the lavers

-of nature, he has a fine pair of Elk; with several young ones. The grey

bairs of Mr. Ton:linson bespesk the owner to have seen years to the a«
mount of seventy, otherwise his vigor of body and healthy appearance
would announce him to be a man of fifty or less. His wife, the partner of
his youth, accompanies him on the venerable raad of old age, equally

- healthy with her mate, and equally disposed to enjoy and to shave with:

him in the advance of life, the happiness resulting from a virtuous eons

nexion in youth, and an amiable unity of minds for a period of forty years.

Mr., Tomlinson is still in the spirit of bringing his place into more no-

tice, angd the last time I saw him (in 1812) he very anxiously inquired of
me what & printing press would'cost being quite in the humor of having

one established for the good of his neighborhood. * On my doubting the'

suceess of such an establishment in so thin and scattered a settlement, the

old gentleman spivitedly replied, be was determined to have a press,
should he be obliged to buy the types and pay the whole of the expense

pfearrying it on himself. j

{63 - AN anecdote highly favorable to the population .of the western
country,—Mr. Charles Wells, sen. resident on the Ohio river, fifty miles
helow Wheeling, related to me while at his house in October, 1812, the:
following cirewmstances :—That he has hiad by two wives (the last of whieh
still lives, and is a hale smart young looking woman) twenty-two childreny
sixteen of whom are living, healthy, and many of them married and have
already pretty large families—That a tenant of his, a Mr. Scott, 8 Mary~
Yander, has also had twenty-fwo, the last being now at the breast of its mo~
ther, who isyet a lively and gay Irishwomsi, being Scott’s second wife.—
‘That a Mr. Gordon, an AsericanGerman, formerly a neighbor of M
‘Wells, now residing on Little Muskingum, state of Ohio, has had by two
wives twenty-eight children. Mr. Gordon is near eighty years old, ac.
tive and hale iu health. Thus, these three worthy familieshave had bora.
to them seventy-twe cliildren, avuruber unexampled perhiaps ip any other
Rart of the world, and such a5 would meke Buffen stare, wheahe ungod
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erously asserts, as well as several gthgs classical writers® of Europe, that
:¢¢ animal life degenerates in America. . )

My, Wellsfurtherstates, that a tenant of }_ns son Cl}arl_es has 2 family of
Sfteen children.—That last year (1811) within 2 circuit of ten miles a-
round him, ten women had born to them twenty children, each having
fiud twins.—The banks of the Ohio seem peculiarly grateful to the prop-
agation of the human species, and perhaps, stronger evidences could not
be produced than the anecdotes just related. Indeed, an observation to
this effect can scarcely be missed by any person descending that river,
and caliing frequentiy -at the cabins on its banks. Children are the first
abject that strikes the stranger’s «ye on mountmg_t_he bank, and their
healthfai, playtui noise, the last thing tht cheers his ears after leaving
the, not enfirequentir ragged looking premises. )

Mr. Wells is sixty-eight years of age, and traly 2 hale, healthy looking
xnan, and it is not uicommon for him to ride to Wheeling, a distance of
50 miles. in a day, and last year he sayshe rode to his brothers, 12 miles
above Wheeling, and got there by sun down.

¢} THE largest SQUARE FORT, })y some ealled #Ae fown, contains
forty acres, eneompassed by a wail of earth from 6 to 10 feet high, and
from 25 to 36 fret in breadth at the base.  On each side are three open-
ings, at equal distances, resembling twelve gateways. The entrances at
the middle are the largest, particuiarly that on the side next the Mus-
kingam. - From this outlet isa COVERT way, formed of two parallel walls
of earth, 231 feet distant from each other. measuring from centre to een-
tre. The walls at the most elevated part on the inside are 21 feet in
height, and 42 in breadth at the base, but on the outside average only 5
feet high. Thisforms a passage of about 360 feet in length, leading by a
gradual deseent to the low grounds, where it probably at the time of its
construction reached the margin of the river. Its walls commence at 60
feet from the ramparts of the fort; and inerease in elevation as the way
descends towards the river; and the bottom is crowned in the centre, in
the manner of a well formed turnpike road. s

Within the walls of the fort, at the northwest corner, is an ob?ong, ele-
wated square, 188 feét long, 132 broad, and 9 feet high; level on the
sumnmit, and nearly perpendicular at the sides. At the centre of each
of the sidesthe earth is projected, forming gradual ascents to the top, e-
qually regolar, and about 6 feet in width.

Near the south wall is another elevated square, 150 feet by 120 and 8
feet high ; similar to the other, excepting, that instead of an ascent to go
up on the side next the wall, there is a hollow way 10 feet wide leading
20 feet towards the centre, and then rising with a gradual slope to the’

top.

?&t the south-east eorner is a third elevated square, 108 by 54 feet, with
ascents at the ends; but not so high ner pertect as the two others. ‘.

A little to the south-west of the centre of the foot is a eircular mound,
about 30 fect in diameter and 5 in height ; near which are four small ex-
‘eavations at equal distances, and oppusite each other.

At the south-west corner of the fort is a simicircular parapet, erowned
with a mound, which guards the opening in the wall.

Toward: the south-esst is 2 SMALLER FORT, containing 20 acres, witha
gate way in the eentre of each side and at each corner. These openings
are defended with circular mounds. |

On the outside of the smalierfortis a aounD, in form a sugar-loaf, ofa
gagmnitude and height whieh stiike the beholder with astonishment.  Its

* Reynal, Robertson. &z,
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base is a regular circle 115 feet in diameter; and its penpendicular akti.
tude is 30 feet. It is surrounded with a ditch 4 feet deep and 15 wide,
and defended by a parapet 4 feet high, through which is an opening o
gate-way towards the fort 20 feet wide. )

There are other walls, mounds and excavations, less conspicuous and
entire, but exhibiting equal proofs of art and design. .
v ’ Hurris’s Tour.

[d] A MILE north of New Lancaster is a singular elevation called
the Standing Rock. It issituated in an extensive plain, and on the edge
of a large prairie. The south-west front shews abare perpendicular pile
ef rocks of about 500 feet in height—It may be a mile and a half around
the base and not more than about 50 by 100 yards across the top. The
north-east side is tolerable easy of ascent, but 1 clambered up the south-
west corner, and found it very difficult to ascend. In the .edge of a pro.
jeeting rack on the summit of this immense pile, looking to the south-west,
and commanding a most extensive view of the surrounding fiat country
below you, is a Aole of about four or five inches in diameter, a perfect eir-
cle, and evidently a work of art; not more probably than from 12 to 18
inches through, where it strikes the face of anotherrock. On approach-
ing Lancaster, from the westward across the prairie, the front and height
of the ¢ Stapding Rock” has a romantie appearance, and forms a pleas-.
ant contrast with the level country through which you have been travel.
ling. '

[e] A floating grist mill. AT thisisland, No. 42, we saw a mill of
this kind in operation, grinding corn, attended by two little bareheaded
boys. 1 should like to give the reader some idea of the novelty of this re-
ally temporary andfmoving machine, but one which, hawever, to a thinly
settled country, and where regalar mills are distant, is highly useful to
the inhabitants on the river, since the expense is trifling, and easily con-
structed. It is fashioned something in this way : A flat boat of the scow
Xind carries the stones and running gears, which are simply construeted,
and the stones small. One end of the shaft of the water-wheel is also car-
ried by this flat, while the other end rests upon a large canoe beyond the
wheel, and which lies parallel with the flat, and fastened to it by timber
running across from the ends of the canoe 1o those of the flat, the timbers
being strongly pinned down to each. This is all the labor the big canoe
has to perform, to carry one end of the shaft of the ponderous water-
wheel, which of course moves between it and the flat, having the cross
timbers above and below. Qn the other side of the flat carrying the
mill, is another boat which may be denominated the zender, having the
bags and barrels of the ground and unground grain. Itis also fistened a-
long side and elose to the mill boat. The two flats are covered with clap-
hoards, the sides and ends being all open to wind and weathery with a
view, perhaps. that tke whole may be the. less affected by the winds of
the river. The canoe has no cover, nor oars, nor paddles. The whole
machinery isfastened by ropes, or grape vinesto a suspending tree, pro-

. jecting rock.or log, and thus afloat in a rapidly running eurrent, the mill
grinds night and day, as necessity compels, or inclination serves, without
tax for ground rent, milldam, or race. :

SEVENTY miles above the mouth of the Big Kenhawa and a
little below the falls of that river are a number of salt works lately put in-
to operation, and which yield an immense quantity of excellent salt. In
Augus?i, 1810, there was 11 furnaces at work, each containing 60 kettles,
and making at the rate of from 35 tg 50 bushels of salt daily, averaging in
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all about 400 bushels per day. Since which (Dee. 1810) we learn that
there have been five furnaces more erected, and mike an equal quanti-
‘ty with the others; hence we may calculate the quantity made now, to be
about 580 bushels per day, or 174,000 bushels annually ; which they ean
afford at the works at 70 cents, 501bs to the bushel, and it can be freight-
ed to Pittsburgh, 283 miles up the Ohio, for B1 50 per barrel, which
will reduce it to_the low price of five dollars per barvel; fifty, nay, in
some cases, one hundred per cent. lower than.we have been "able to gb-
tain Onondago sait. These salt furnaces are immediately on the beach
or edge of the river, and extend on both sides for six miles distance. In
the first ‘place they have to dig about 10 or 15 feet through sand and
mud, when they eome to the rock, then the boring commences with a
two and a half or three inch auger, with which they bore from 60 to 50
{feet through the solid rock, passing perhaps several veins of fresh water
in that distance, which is kept from the salt by means of tin pipes intro-
duced into the holes from bottom to top and tightly caulked at top where
they enter the gum, as itiscalled. This gum, though made of a hollow
§ycamore, answers as a_coffer-dam, within whieh a man works through
the mud and sand, while it sinks with him to the surface of the rock,
avhere its lower edge is tightly seeured all round, admitting neither mud
aor water from below and extending upwards beyond high water mark.
Iuto this gum enters the tin pipe introducing the salt water from its hid-
den reservoir. Intd the gum, pumps are then fixed, which are either
worked by man or horse power, and-the water conveyed from these in
open troughs to the kettles, whieh are placed in a double row under a
‘shed, and over a long hole cut in the ground, into which wood is cast for
boiling them and evaporating the water. A furnace of 60 kettles when
“ready for operation, custs about 1500 dollars, and four hands are sufficient,
wheu the water is pumped by hand, to keep a furnace of this kind going
night and day, besides, indeed, two or three engaged in cutting and haul,
ing wood. The saltis conveyed to the Ohio down the Kenhawa river
 without difficulty ; the navigation, 5 or 6 short rapids, (and these not worse
than those of the Qkiomny where above the falls) excepted, is good, hav-
ing gentle and deep water all the way. The banks of this river are com-
poscd of a bleck loose earth; the bottoms on each side are rich and ex-
tensive, and tolerably settled, except those large tracts owned by the
hicirs of the late General George Washington, which are held at ten
dollars per acre, a price too high it is thought for advantageous pur-
<hases. .

The grest strength of the water at these works surprises us into thank-
fulness fur the bounty of Providence: From 90 to 150 gallons make a
Bushel of salt, while many of these of Ohio and Kentucky take from 500
t0 700, and others fiom 700 tc 900 gals. tomake the same quantity. The
works on Little Sandy io Kentucky, owned principally by Mr. Grayson,
have the strongest water, except those eof the Kenhawa, of any that I
“have heard of, and if takes from 250 to 500 gals. of that water to make a
bushelof sult. Thus, when there is the greatest need for economy in
Aiving, owing to external distresses, arising from the world’s wars of rage
«nd mardness, Providence has been kind enough to lead the ingenious hand
«f'man throughrocks as deep almost as the ocean, and as hard as adamant,
where he has found in abundance the means of ‘producing ‘one of the
mo_st‘ inupertant necessaries of life at half the price hitherto paid for that

article. . . .
. Insome eases when the borer first entered the vein of salt water, it
‘spouted up with great fo ce twenty feet in height above the surface of the
rock. It would appear from this circumstance, together with the aston«
ishing strength of the water) thata rock of solid salt mustbe in the vicn-
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ity of such veir, and that its meltings had filled the reservoir almost to
bursting for want of vent : or otherwise, that the fountain of salt is situat-
ed among the Kenhaiva mountains, thyough which issues a vein of water,
receiving its salt particles as it passes, and thence finds its way among
the crevices of the embowelled rocks to the spot where it is now fallen
upon. In either case it is equally providential, equally fortunate to the
citizens of the western country and to their rising posterity. In some
places below the present works the rock has been perforated 200 feet
without finding salt water. _ !

In the summer of 1812, salt water was dug for and found, on Thirteen

- 'Mile creek, which empties into the great Kenhawa, 13 miles above its
“mouth. The water was found at the depth of 200 feet, and as strong as

. that at the upper works—Furnaces dre erecting at this place, and salt

making will be carried on here also with spirit.

‘" [&] IF the Virginians, and others who are fond of the fashion aff
“having whipping posts and pillories at the door of their court houses, and
as companions to their market houses, would enclose them, that the feel-
ings of the innocent might not be harrowed up at heing obliged to see
the scourging and sometimes savage peltings inflicted on the poor wretch-
ed criminal, I would have less objection to these machines of junish-
ment. On what principle, 1 ask, does society take upon itself the right
of offending and injuring the innocent person, while it inflicts punish-
ment on the profligate and wicked. ' There is a pair of stocks before the
door of the house in which I write this note, and scarcely a day oynight
passes, without sceing or hearing a victim of the law, either lashicd or
pinioned. And more than once has my slumber been disturbed by the
rude shoutings of a felon clapped in the stocks by the police after night.
When a citizen thrrows nuisances on the high way, street.or lane, the laws
call upon him to remove them, or suffer the penaltivs of the law, made
and provided for in such cases, Has not that citizen an equul right to
call upon law-makers, or society, and insist on it or them, to remove that
which ‘may be considered by the innocent a vuisance ? Withont a com-
plete reciprocity between the power that makes the law, or the law it-
telf, and the citizen governed by it, there cannot be_complete justice.
On the other hand, as it respects the eriminal—Docs the law inflict pun-
ishment, merely for the sake of punishing and disgracing the cririnal,
by public exposure ; or are its judgments fulfilled for the betterirg of the
person punished ?—I wi'} venture to say, a parent, master, ot guardian,
pever discovered that a child, servant, or apprentice was ever the better
of having been punished to public exposure. A child, punished and rea-
soned with in private, softens down to repentance and a just sense of hig
guilt ; bumility and feeling attend his crics and petitions; and when the
parent, guardian, or master, quits him, he quits hiin as having punished
him not only for his past miscon'uct, bt that his beliaviour may he the
better in future.. If, however, on the otherhand, the boy is not only pun-
ished for his crime, but disgraced also, by public exposure and derision,
T hesitate not in saying, that the punishinent is without cffeet, otherwise,
indeed, than oblige a frequent répetition of the like punishment for redo-
bled crimes. The great object of the law ought to be, to make bad eiti-
zens better. And is it possible that any law-making body in their scnses,
oould suppose for 2 moment, that, in order to make a bad-man a good

. witizen, he must in the first place be disgraced? ‘N here does this mon-

stroas idea eome from ? Isit not completcly savage ? Tt is at all events ve-
ry. unchristian like—Barbarians ave its authors—The deadly tyrants of*
Furope have practised it ffom the earlicst periods of their histories, in

erder the baiter to alarm 2nd enslave the world by their arts of blood
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and cruélty. From England, the American colonies, feeling bound to
the mother. country, and unable to act, think or make laws for them-
selves, imported the cursed principle of stocks, gibbets, gallows, witch-
burning, &e. &e. After the patriots of 76, and the brave soldiers une
der WasHINGTON, gaiued independenice for their country, men began to
think tor themselves. Gibhets, gallows, and stocks, were, in the north-
ern and eastern states, by degrees cut down and cast away, as barbarous
to the human eye, and as it only for foolish kings and wicked tyrants.
1 readily admit thatitis very difficult to get clear of old habits, instance
the age of the practice of hanging men by the neck. ‘The fashion is too
old to be traced. 'We find kihg Pharaoh waxed wroth at his chief Butler
and Baker, and after keeping them in prison a while, took them out on
his birth day, and ended his feast by hanging his chief Baker on a tree, as
was interpreted by Joseph, when with thera in prison, according to the
dream of the chief Baker. Gen. x1. Haman was hung by king Ahasu-
erus on 2 galiows fifty eubits high, which Haman had erected by the ad-
vice of his wife “ercsh and other friends, for Mordecai the Jew, Esther
chap.vi. In 1108, king Henry L of England, hung felons. "The statute
runs thus; “ that he be hanged by the neck till dead.”” Before his time,
felonies were panished with pecuniary fines. -Since his introduction of it
the most petty lareeny has been punished by death. For murder the
Jjudges of king George 11, grandfather to George III, may stay the sen-’
tence, and appoint the body to be hung in chams or anatomized, but not
buried, “ King George III can hang a man, within benefit of clergy, for
destroying treesor shrubs, in a garden or nursery, to the value of five
shillings.”” And * without benefit of elergy, the law of England condemns
a man to death for picking a pocket to the value of twelve pence.”’—
Jacob’s Law Dictionary,y articles Execution, Felony, &c. And politi- .
eal history tells us, that a poor woman was hung  in London, some yeazs
dince, for the crime of taking a loaf of bread out of a baker’s shop. That
on trial it appeared her husband had been pressed by the préss gang, and
that having several small children perishing with hunger, hex feelings of
humanity induced the 2e, which brought her te the ignominious death of
the gallows. )

Sazving azunder, beginning either at the feet or at the head, was a
most cruel punishment. So itis said Isaiah was murdered by Manasseh,
Hed. xi,-37. This terrible punishment is said to have taken its rise a-
mong the Chaldeans and Persians, and not very long ago, it wasused in,
Aloroeco and Switzerland, i itis notstill so.  Brown’s Dictionary of the
Bible, article Punishment, where will be found a string of punishments,
that weuld induce a belief, that man from the earliest periods of time,

_ bas wrecked hissenses more in the inventien of punishment for his fel-
Mw men, than any other subject of human ingenuity—David tore off the
fiesh of the Ammonites, by eausing them to pass under saws, harrows
ard axes of ivon, or cansed them to pass through the burning brick kiln.
It is2lso supposed he tortured to death two-thirds of the Moabites,
Judges, and 2 Sam. &c. Stucks were 2iso an ancient mode of pun-
ighment, L thought their invention was more modern.

There is one principle of great importance to human justice, which
mhan in all ages seems to have either lost sight of, or never considered, i. e,
in making laws for his own government, he does not seem to have un-
derstood that he takes upon himself the prerogative of his God, when the -
penalties of these laws exceed the bounds of his own controul, asin cap-
ital ponishments, o )

In Ameriéa there are few erimes which bring man to the gallows, still
there are a few, for an old fashion cannot be gotrid of.  The principle of
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Eyefor eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, &c.* cannot be
forgotten. In Pennsylvania they hang for murder in the first degree—
In Virginia, not long since, it was lawful to hang a man for stealing a
horse worth thirty dollavs.—Putting the stealer of an old horse into the
same seale of retribution with him who takes away the life of a human
being.—~It would seem reasonable to conelude from the various crimes
whieh, bring meun to the gallows, that the friends of this sanguinary mode
of punishment, (or rather this mode ot killing a man, for punishment it
cannot be) are determined that men shall be hung at all events, it being
the easiest and quickest way to get rid of them. The practice of other .
old fashions than stocks and gallows, might be mentioned, if farther evi.
dence was wanting, to prove the imbecility of the human judgment, which,
it would appear, seldom begins to act on principles originally just, but
which more easily falls into some beaten path, made on bad ground, and
untenable but by amendments, additions, corrections and revisions.

For fear I may be misunderstood by some, and that my nonlianging
principle may alarm others, who may doubt for 2 moment that T wish the
wicked to go unpunished, and that I want to pull down one systein, withs
out giving a substitute—I observe, I am a lover of wholesome and good:
laws well administered—not sanguinary laws cruelly inflicted. That T
am truly and sincerely a friend to the punishment of every person accord-
ing to the extent of his crime, and the cireumstances under which it may -
have been committed, without a strict serutiny and examination intc
whieh, the infliction of the punishment must always be unjust.—That as
a substitate for hanging, solitary confinement for life and hard labor pro-
portioned to the guilt of the eriminal—That for other crimes, theft, bar-
glary, &c. &e. confinement to hard labor, also proportioned to the degree
of guilt. - The penitentiary system was commenced in Philadelphia, a
few years ago, and has had the most beneficial «ffects. Improvements
in the system are making daily, and there can be no doubt of its complete
success, and happy tendency, eontrasted with sanguinary punishments
cruelly inflicted. Other states are follawing the example of Pennsylva-
nia. . Penitentiaries have lately been established in New York, Kentue-
ky and' Virginia;and we hope that a moral and religious sense of duty
will induce every state in the union to adopt this most righteous mode of
punishing the unfortunate perpetrator of crimes against the laws of the
country. I am of opinion, instead of filthy and loathsome jails, a peniten.
tiary ought to be established in every country, where men could live
somfortably with industry ; by earning something to support themselves
on, and where the lesser crimes could be punished rationally, while the
labor performed by the eriminal, would go to the benefit of that society,
which by his act of wickedness he had injured. Then should we get vid
of whipping posts and pillovies, nor longer see the human back scorcd and
bathed in blood, nor a fellow being pinioned in the stocks, eruelly pelted,
with clods and rotten eggs, and otherwise degraded below the dignity of
the basest -of brutes. - It would seem, indeed, by tracing the cruelties of
man, that the Great and Good Almighty, had created him for the wicked
spovt of each other, and that, as a Jirst principle, he had planted in his
heart, malice, as the inventor of the most refined and malignant medes of
Junishment, and revenge as the executioner,

[A]. THUE honest and unsuspecting French inhabitants of _Galliopolis
are not the first vietims to the wiles of land speculators. Our coun
prgsents a most lamentable history of the misfortunes of an honest, indus- -
trious people, willing to risk their lives and every thing they possessed,

* Exodus, chap xxi, verse 24

>
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{o emter the forest with axes on their shoulders, to clear fields and make .
improvements, as a home for themselves and a patrimony for- their chil-
dren after them. And after having exhausted, by labor and toil, incident
to the settlement of 2 new country, the prime-and vigour of life, what do
they sce enter their peaceful, and as they thought, secure doors, but the
sheriff with a writ of ¢jectment, issued by a powerful land company, who,
if they cannet frighten the settler off his land, frighten him into a com~
promise, by which he yields at least one-half’ his tract, and a great pro-
portion of his labor, rather than be turned cut of house and home sltoge-
ther by expensive lawsuits. The north-eastern part of Pennsylvaniais a
giievous witness of this, and Kentucky no better, if not still worse. Gal-
Topolis is situated in the * Ohio Company’s Purchase,” whick was con-
tracted for by Manasseh Cutler and Windthrop Sargeant, agents for the-
mpany, as early as 1787, and confirmed by an act of congress, passed
2tst Aprily 1792, which granted the issuing of patents to Rufus Putnam,
Manasseh Cutler, Robert Oliver and Griffin Green, for said tract, contain-
ing 1,500,000 scves, beginning a few miles above Marietta, just below the
mouth of Bul! creek, and following the Ohio until it reaches within a mile
of the mouth of Indian Guiandot creek. A separate tract of 100,000 acres
was granted the same company, ““on the express condition of becoming
void, for such part thereof, as the said company shall not have, within five
years from the passing of this act, conveyed in fee simple, as a bounty
and free-of expense, in tracts of one hundred acies, to each male person,
not less than eighteen years of age, being an actual settler at the time of
such conveyance.”™*  The purchase of the people of Galliopo:is happened
to be within this last tract, and the Company happening to neglect tulfill-
ing the cendition of the grant, the land again- reverted to the United
States, leaving the Frenchmen landiéss, and in many cases moneyless,
h-ving paid the company a pretty smart price for their land in France in’
the first instanee, and expended much on buildings and' the improve-
viepts of their town. Congress, however; always willing to redress the
aggrieved, listened with the ears of a father, to the petitions of this unfor--
uwmate people, and granted them by way of some indemnification for
their losses, by an act passed 3d March 1795, a tract of 24,000 acres
within the state of Obio, (then N. W. Territory) beginning one mile and
a half on a straight line above the mouth of Little Sandy, thence down
the river Ohio along the courses thereof cight miles when reduced to a
stroight line, thence at right angles from each extremity of the said line
so as to include the quantity of twenty-four thousand acres”  Four thou-
sand acres of this tract was granted by Congress to John Gabriel Ger-
vais, on condition of his personal scttlement in three years, and the
20,000 acres to be equally divided among the actual settlers of Galliopas
its on condition of settlement in five years after the date of their patents,
wiherwise, such tracts or lots not settied within that pericd, shall revest
on the United States. United States Lazws, Vol iii, p. 228. This last
provision was afterwards repealed by Congress, and all who had obtained
« putent were invested with their land in fee simple for ever. The Gal-
Jiopoleans made the purchase of their land in France about the years
1788-9, at a French crown per acre, whieh they paid in cash at the time
of purchase. They then prepared for a removal, and arrived in the Unit-~
ed States in 1790 and 1791, crossed the mountains and descended the
®hio, and landed at their intended seat of happiness in March 1791. - It
is not difficult tg draw a }:icture of the feelings of men, women, and chil-
dren, when landing in a’wilderness, contrasted with their late comfortee-

* Laws of the United States, 1L vol. p. 83, .Fdwell’s Edition. -




APPENDIX, 211

. ble abodes in France, nor hard to form an idea of their toils and privations ~
in this their new, rude and savage situation, e

. [¢] THE Big Scipta whose mouth, according to Hutchins, is in north -

lat. 38° 487 28", is an iknportant river of the state of Ohio. Itis general=
ly gentle in its current, bordered by rich flats, move or less subject to in«
undation in the spring seasons, Itis navigabie to Franklinton with keek
boats of 10 tons, and those of less burden go up it near 200 miles, toa
portage of only four miles to Sandusky of Lake Erie, which at its mouth
is large enough for sloops, and the lands on it among the best in the state.
Sciota has many tributary streams, and flourishing towns and villages on
its banks, and some of the best landed farms in the state. Its ancient re-
. mains, under the name of Indian forts, are numerous, and some of them
very extensive and interesting, particularly those on Paint ereek, one of
which encloses 100 acres of ground ; and another on the top of a hill, six
miles from Chilicothe, enclosing the summit of the hill by the appear-
ance of an aneient stone wall, within which are the remains of a number of
fire places, apparently of some kind of furnaces or ovens. The hearths;
ashes, &e. and the appeavance of the works generally, is worth a visit to
the curious. The plains or praivies, on this river high up, are extensive
and remarkably fertile; those of Pickaway particularly, on which are
some fine farms, and one ficld containing near two hundred acres.

. The principal branches of Sciota ave, Paint creek, which empties in
from the westward, about 10 miles below Chilicothe, and the villages of
Buinbridge, Awmsterdam and Greenfield.  Dardy creek west side, which
runs through the counties of Delaware, Frankiin and Pickaway. Big
Belly creek, and its two branches, Falnut and .2kon creeks, cast side,
emptying in about 12 miles below Franklinton.  Hiezstane creek, east
side, joins the Sciota at Frankliuton, and runs nearly parallel to it, head-
ing within four or five miles of the heads of the Saudusky ; on Whetstone
is the town of Worthington, 10 miles up it; New Baltimore further up
and a little westward of the creck, and above it the village of Norton, they
both being in Delaware county. :

+ CaivrcoTrs, which siguifies zovon in the Indian dialect, is most beauti-
fully situated on the banks of the Sciota, about forty-five miles by land,
and nearly seventy following the meanders of the river from its coufla-
ence with the Ohio, which it joins between Portsmonth and Alexandria.
In all that distance, the river has a gentle current, and uniipeded navi-
gation for large keels, and other craft of four feet draught of water. It
continnes naviguble for smaller boats and batteaux upwards of one hun-~
dred miles abeve the town towards its source to the ncrthward, gliding
gently through a naturally rieh, level, and rapidly improving country.
“I'he situation of the town is on an elevated and extensive plain of nearly
ten thousand acres of as fine a soil as any in Aumerica, partly in cultiva-
tion, and pavtly covered with its native forests. This plain is nearly sur-
rounded by the Sciota, which turning suddeuly to the N. E. from its gen-
eral southerly course, leaves the town fo the southward of it, and then
forms a great bend to the eastward and southward.

. Water sreet which runs about E. by N. pavallel to the Sciota, is halfa
mile long and contains ninety houses. It is eighty-four feet wide and
would be.a fine street, had not the river floods ecaved in the bank in one
place near the middle almost into the centee of it.  There isnow a lotte-
ry to raise mouey for securing the bank against any further eneroach-
ments of the river. Main strect parallel to Water street, isone hundred
feet wide, as is Market street, which crosses both at right angles, and in
which is the market house, a neat brick building eighty feet long.—~The
court-house, in the same strect, is neatly built of free stone on an area of
fgety-five by forty-two fect, with a semicireular projection in the rear, in
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which is the bench for the judges. It has an octagonal belfry vising froms
the roof, painted white with green latices, which is an ornament to the
town, as is the small plain belfry of the presbyterian meeting house,
a handsome brick building in Main street ; in which street alsois a small
brick methodist meeting house. ' These are the only places of publie wor-
shipin the town, if I except the court-house, which is used oceasionally by
the episcopalians and other seets.

_The whole number of dwelling houses as I counted them in Chilicothe,.
is:two hundred and two, besides four, brick, and a few framed ones now
building. I reckoned only six taverns with signs, which small proportion
of houses of that deseription speaks volumesin favor of the place. There
are fourteen stores, a post office, and two. printing offices, each of which
issues a gazet.e weekly. )

The seite of the town being on a gravelly soil, the streets are generally
clean—The houses are of free-stone, brick, or timber, clapboarded, the
first of which is got in the neighborhood, is of a whitish brown eolor, and
excellent for building. They are mostly very good, and are well painted.
On the whole, I think Chilicothe is not exceeded in beauty of plan, situ~

_ ation, or appearance, by any town Lhave seen in the western part of the
United States.

.Thereis here a remarkable Indian monument in the garder of Winn
Winship esq. fronting Paint street, in the very heart of the town. Like
that at Grave ereek, it is round at the base, about seventy or eighty feet

. diameter, but differs from it, by being round instead of flat on the top,
which has an-elevation of about thirty feet perpendicular from the level
of the plain. Ttis formed of clay, and though it has been perforated by
the proprietor, nothing has been found to justify the common opinion of
these mounts having been barrows or eemeteries. They talk of having it
levelled, but I think it a pity to destroy any of the very few vestiges of ab-
original population, which this country presents to the curious and inquise
itive traveller.

From a steep hill about three hundred feet perpendicular height, just
outside the western extremity of the town, is a most eharming view of the
streets immediately below, under the eye like a plan on paper; thenthe
Sciota from one hundred to one handred and fifty yards wide, winding on
the left with some low hills about two miles beyond it, terminating the
view to the north-east ; while to the eastward and westward, as far as the
eye can reach both ways, is spread a country partly flat, and partly ris
ing in gentle swells, which if cultivation proceeds in egual proportion ta
what it has done sinee Chilicothe was first laid out about ten years a-
g0, xbxiust,in a very short time present one of the fnest landscapes ima-

inable.

" A two story brick academy hasbeen erceted sinee the above was writ«
ten, and is under the divection of the Rev. Mr. Wilson. A eotton manp-
ufactory was put into operation in the fall of 1810, by Messrs. Lamb
and Williams. A third printing office was established hete in the fall of
1809.

The town possesses & banking company, is the seat of justice for Ross
county, and being on the greatleading road from Pittsburgh to Kentucky,
it is_generally thronged by travellers and movers, from various parts of
the United States. In maps there are mentioned aChilicothe, an old In-
dian town on the Great Miami, which was destroyed in 1782 by a body of
militia from Kentucky ; and Old Chilicothe, 3 miles S. of Little Miami,
also destroyed by the United States’ troops in 1780. . The first. of these
towns was supposed by General Harmar to have been. the Tawiztws,
the English or Picque town, mentioned in Hutching’s map, situated on the:
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. W. bank of the Great Miami, 35 miles below the five mile portage to
the Miami of lake Erie, and which was taken from the English by the
French, in 1752,

Jefferson and Circleville are thriving villages 20 miles above Chilicothe, -
the firstin the Pickaway Plains, the other five miles above it, laid out as the
seat of justice for Pickaway county, and curiously situated in an aneient for-
tification. The town isin the circle part of the fort, which is surrounded: -
with two embankments, having a-ditch between them and another a«
round the outer bank. This circle joins and opens into a square fort by
agate-way of thirty or forty feet wide, out of which at each corner and:
in the middle of each side is also a gate-way or opering.—The square as:
well as the circular embankment, contains each about five or six acres of

round. In the centre of the cirele is a mound of four or five feet elevas
tion, the banks or walls are from four to eight feet high. Ipassed this
place in October, 1810, and curiosity led me to ride around the whole
fort, though much of the square lay in a thick wood. ~Cireleville had then'
just been laid out, and men were engaged in digging the foundation and
elearing the ground for the first buildings.

Franklinton,is the seat of justice for Franklin county, is pleasantly seat-
ed on the west bank of the Sciota, forty miles above Chilicothe, and
where Whetstone creek joins that river.  The town stands on high rolk
ing ground, and the adjacent lands, particularly westward of the town,
are flat and cannot be excelled for fertility and luxuriance of soil, but
some of those bottoms are subject to inundation in high floods of the riv-
er. When at Franklinton in 1810, the landlord shewed me a large, hea-
vy, black, lead-looking lump of ore, in which he said there was a consid-
erable quantity of silver, a mine of which he had discovered near that
place. ‘I have heard nothing of this mine of that precious metal since:
"The same gentleman had expended much time and money, T was told, in
hunting for silver banks, #hile he kept the Yellow Springs on the head
waters of Little Miami, where, however, he had been unsuceessful in the
search, the shafts he sunk throwing up nothing but pieces of a gold look«
ing mineral affiked to the rock, which on trial proved to be pure and rich
sulphur, but even this in too small a quantity to make it an object of pur«
suit. From Franklinton to Springfield, a distance of 40 miles westward, is,
with the exception of a few rhiles, one continued high dry prairie, affording
fine range for cattle and sheep, pleasantly interspersed here and there
with a thin growth of low ard rather scrubby oaks.— Bixbie settlement is
about 15 miles northerly from Franklinton. The spot lately pitched up«
on, and laid off by the commissioners appointed by the legislature, intend-
ed as the future seat of the state government, lies on the east side of the
Sciota river opposite Franklinton, and is finely situated on a rising ground.
The ever venerable name of Columbus has been given to the new town,
as a presage of its future greatness. '

¢ Opposite the mouth of the Sciota used to stand the Lower Shawanee
town, removed from the other side, which-was one of the most noted pla«
ks of English trade with the Indians.”

Hutchins.

[¥]  LEXINGTON is about 64 miles S. W. of Maysville—It is the
largest and most flourishing town in the stdte of Kentacky, though not the
capital of it. - It is the seat of justice for Fayette county, and is finely sit=
uated in the heart of a well cultivated, thickly settled, and rich coxmtrg.
on the north side of Toivn -Fork, a small stream which falls into the S,
brauch of Elkhorn river—It has a ¢ourt-house, jail, market-house richly
supplied with the produce of the adjacent country; 4places of public wor<
ship, 4 banking company, about 400 houses, many of which are handsornes
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iy built, end 2,400 inkabitants; thirty mercantile stores, several of which
* are large wholesale houses; a public academy; and other well regula-
ted schools; ¢ printing offices, issuing weekly gazettes, one book-store,
owned by Messrs. Maccoun, Tilford & Co. and abook bindery by Mr.
Essex; a large duck manufactory, and another for manufacturing cotton
and muslin ; & large rope-walks; 2 nail factories, and many other useful
" manufactories carried on with spirit ; all of which are duly encouraged by
the body of the citizens, theonly sure pledge of their success.

Lexington in fact, is a place of great business, and the inhabitants seem
peculiarly and happily caleulated to enjoy their situation, and the hospi-
tality and friendship of each other. Th‘ls prevailing disposition in the peo-
ple, makes the place very lively, and highly agreeable to strangers—It is
22 miles B, S. E. of Frankfort, and about 335 by land W. 8. W. of
Pittsburgh, lat. 58° 6/ N. long. 8>° 8" West. .

Near Lexington are found curious sepulchres full of human skeletons ;
and the remains of two ancient fortifications, furnished with ditehes and
bustions, overgrown with large trees—A. regularly wglled well is also said
to have been discovered by a person digging five or six feet beneath the
surtace ; over the mouth of the well alarge fiat stone was found.

The foregoing observations were made in 1807, the improvements of
Lexington since that time have been very great. 1t now contains accord-
mg to the censusof 1810, houses and 5,250 inhabitants. Tt husfifteen
extensive rope-walls and bagging manufactories, which manufacture into
ropes, rope yarn and bagging, about twelve or fourteen hundred tons of
hemp annually ;. each bagging manufactory has from fifteen totwenty-five
little black boys spinning, from ten to tweaty looms, black men weavers,
four or five preparing the hemp, and two or three white men overseers.
The rope-walks have from ten tofifteen workmen about them; all as bu-
sy as nailers from sun to sun, winter and summer, each earning for hise
master, men and boys, atleast one dollar per day. - The quantity of hemp
thus manufactured, when got into the eastern and southern markets can-
not be worth much less than five hundred thousand dollars.—Lexington
has now (1810) four considerable cotton manufictories, the newest and
most extensive of which belongs to a Mr. Saunders, whose manufactured
articles really do bonor to our country, and to his industry and persever-
ance. Mr. Daniel Bradford has lately established a wool ¢arding and spine
ning machinery, and one or twoothers are in operation. Levett & Smith
have established the oil-cloth and oil-carpeting business, which sueceed
well~Lexington has a well regulated and extensive public library, con-
ducted by Mr. David Logan, seeretary and librarian, whose steady and
vigilant attention to it, gives life and credit to the institution. A second
bookstore hus been recently established by Johaston and Warner of Phil-
adelphia, and a third printing press by a French gentleman.. The town
has a public theatre and a company of actors, these keep the gay part of
the town lively, and sometimesraise the dull spirited: The style of build-
ing in Lexington is handsome, the public inns, of which there are but
four, are conducted on a plan and style of neatness which makes a man
fecl at home as soon as he enters them ; all goes on like clock work, eve-
ry man to his post late and early, and the landlord the first and last in ev-
ery department. Itis not uncommon to see 30 or 4Q strangers sit down
to a table, which is well supplicd with every thing good and comfortable.
The writer of this note speaks more particularly of Postlewaiz’s tavern,
having lodged there, and not being acquainted with the others, but from
information.—The town has bath-houses, warm and cold, and neatly con-
ducted ; these are a great comfort to the citizens and strangers, and a
source of health and cleanliness. R

Mr. John Bradford sen..is-about erecting .4 machinery for spinning
opes by the power of steam, the plan of which he is the invepter. Mz,
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Bradford’s mechanical genius is very considerable, and his labors in this
way have been highly useful to the citizens of the town. . He established
*a press in Lexington about twenty-two years ago, the second in the west-
ern country, many of the types for which he ‘carved out of wood.
The origin of the name of the town secras to have arisen thus: A num-
ber of hunters had made the spot where the town now stands a kind of
‘encamuping ground—by whom and some others. the scite of the town was
laid out in the woods, and while the proprietors were scated around 2
- five on blankets, deer, bear and Buffalo skins, consulting with each other
what to name tbe newly laid out town, a man arvived in camp with the
news of the deteat of the British at the * Bajtle of Iexington’> The
cirewnstance gave joy to their feelings, and they unanimously agreed to
cull theirnew town in the west, * LEXING I'ON.”—Thus, the early his-
tory of Lexington—thus, its present prosperous situation, from whence
- ~we may calcalate on its progress in manufactures, arts and seiences, its
. ‘rise from infancy to manhood, and from manhood to a maturity of extent

* dnd greatness, which may not be exceeded by any inland town in the
“world. : . -
TI] THE village and settlement of Columbia is about a mile below.
~ ‘the mouth of Little Miami, where the bottoms are extensive and amaz-
* ingly fertile, but more or less subject to inundation; they are however,
-~ finely furmed. My eyes and my appetite enjoyed here in 1810, a feast of
. -the finest apples and peaches I think I ever saw or tasted. The trees
~ were bending to the earth with their leads of deliciously favored fiuits,
. while the ground was strewed with the dropping banquet, givig an odour
_to the atmosphere, sufficient to induce a residence here of even angels
.~ themselves. - But the unhappy eontrast dwelleth in the house, “There,
what did my eyes see, and my earshear? An infuriated husband insule-
ing and wickedly scolding, his apparently modest and amijable wife and
daughters, for the erime of going tomeeting! - 'They were attached to re-
ligion, he, perhaps, toits destraetion. The presence of strangers ought,
in common decorum, to have restrained his fury, especially while enjoy-
Jing a well covered dinner table. But what stoppeth a madman in the ra-
gings of his madness, or where stayeth the folly of fools.—The strong slay-
" eth the weak without mercy, even so doth man. O drunkenness, what

_ are thy misdeeds! are the extent of thy evils known, or are they not as

*  thesands of the sea, numberless! . . )
~ The Little Miami, (or as Hutchins calls it, Mineami,) has much fine
iand on its banks. a gentle current gencrally, but too shallow for naviga-'
tion.  Six miles above its mouth is the village of Newtoh, on its east bank.

“Three miles further up the East branch entors, 22 miles up which is 13-
Jiamsburgh, the capital of Clermont county, Ohio.  Four miles ahove the
“East branch is the town of Milford. Thence 15 miles to Deeryield ; from
“which to Lebanon, the capital of Cliaton county, it is four miles in-a
7" straight line. From Deerfield, pursuing the river, it is sixteen miles to

‘Waynésville. Thence to the Fellowe Springs it is about 25 miles.

"' “Near the head waters of the Little Miami and within four miles of the
“fulls of that river, are situated the Yellow Springs, in Green county, 60
‘wiiles east of Cincinnati; 60 west of Chilicothe, 9 frony Xenia, the coun-
ty town of Green county, 17 from Dayton on the Big Miami, at the mouth
/ of Mad river, and 9 from Springficld, Champaigne county. The water
* of this spring s too medicinally vakuable to remain unknown, yet such a
" place as the “Yellow Springs”. is not known to more than perhaps one-
“twentieth pavt of the state in which they are situated. It hasbeen a place
__of considersble resort for several years buck, having at some seasons from
one to twohundred visitants. At prescnt, aud fora twelve month back,
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there have been no general sccommodations, hence the place is somewhat
neglected — Yet the property is about to be purchased from the present
proprietor, general Whiteman, by Messrs, Baum and Ferguson of Cin.
‘cinnati, who seem to know the vah_n_z of the spring, and are determined to
putitin order for the reception of visitants. "They also caleulate on ercet-

ing light running mills on the water issuing. from the spring, there being

a sufficient quantity for this purpose, and the water can have a fall of a-

bout seventy feetin the distance of one hundrg(i and ﬁ.fty‘ yardg.

The quality of the water is diuretie, bracing and invigorating to the
“whole system, peculiarly beneficial to all nervous and debilitated affec-
tions; the mostobstinate rheumatisms have been completely removed by
them; and wonderful cures of old and new sores have been performed by
applying a kind of jelly, asit is called, which is thrown out by the water,
to the parts affected. One case of a cancer in the temple of a woman
was nearly cured, but she was hurried away too soon by her friends who
lived at a considerable distance from the spring. The water is drank
plentifully, and the shower bath is‘_,freely made use _9f, in which way itis
highly strengthening and invigorating, throwing out immediately a gener-
al glow of warmth through the whole systemn. The color of the stones,
wood, &e. over which the water runs, would seem to justify an opinion
that it containsa eonsiderable proportion of iron. The water throws out
at times quantities of earth, which the people at the spring call c/ay, but
which has every appearance ofiron ore, except in its lightness. The mass
of earth thus thrown out is immense, and it has formed a hill of 60 feet in
perpendicular height, 150 yards aeross. its xyidest part, v:'here it forms the
fourth of a gitcle, which fronts a bgmutfful hmestone_ spring water rivulet
passing atits base, and the two other sides come pointing to the spring in -
shape of a quadrant  The greater part of this mass of earth, of which
there uppears to be thousands of tons, makes, with burning acd pulveris-
irg. an excellent piaint, equal to any Spanish brown.

»31’here appears to be something In the quality gf this water that is at
‘once singulzr and eurious. It leaves the mouth of the spring in quantitics
safiicient to fill or pass through a hole of five or six inches in diameter, and
at a rapid rate, and before it gets to the base of the hill, which it seems
to have formed, it entirely disappears, nor are there any appearances of
water issuing out at the bottom of the hill, one or twolimestone springs ex-
eepted. 1 examined or tried to examine into the singular operation of
this water'as it passed down the hill, and almost concluded that the great-
er part, if not the whole ofit, changes its nature, and turns into a kind of
moss, in the first instance, which is found all along its passage from the
spring to where it disappears, and which is evidently formed by the water
and the operation of the atmospheric air; this moss, which at first isas
soft asdown, in a2 more advanced state becomes gritty and more compact ;
and in a stiil further advanced state, it begins to assume the form of a pet-
rifaction, and actually goes into 2 solid rock, as appears from examining
the face of the hill in different plaees where the water has from time to
time ran down, and changed its channel as it happened to be turned by
chanee or accident.  In one place particularly in the face of the hill, isa
rock thus formed of about eight teet in length and three feet broad, and
not more than about six or eight inches thick, and thinner towards the
edge. This rock, when broken, gives the same appearance of the fine’
dust, except that it is harder from huving undergone a state of petrifac-
tion. Twigs, branches of trees, leaves, &e. ave found completely petrified
throughout the hill ) :

The summit of this Spanish Brown hill is nicely elothed with a growth

of young red eedars, which givesit 2 handsome and romantie appearance.
The country around the spring isof a second-rate white onk land, and all
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fevel, with several extensive prairies within two or three miles, There
is a post office within three quarters ofa milgof the spring, kept-by a Mz
Miller. A Mr. Davis has resided at the spring and kept accommodations
for a few visitants for the last twelve months, but is about removing. A
Mr. Brodrick formerly lived there, but he moved about twelve or eigh-
teen months ago, (now Dec, 1810) to Franklinton, on the Sciota river,
49 miles from the spring, and 45 above Chilicothe, where he keeps 2 pub-
lic house. . 'While Mr. Brodrick resided at the spring he expended alarge
sum of money with othersin digging for silver ore; they sunk 20 or 30
pits adjacent to the spring, for this purpose, but without any other effect
than the finding some sulphur adhering to spars, or a kind of flint stone.

In the bottom of a small rivalet half a'mile east of the spring are two
circular wells sunk in the solid rock, the one about three and the other
seven-or nine feet deep, and eight feet in diameter ; the one isto be seen
on passing by, they being on each side of the road, the other is filled up.
'The deepest is said to have been cleared out 10 or 15 years ago, and &
£ ate or ball of copper was found among the stones and dirt thrown out.

What are called the CLffs of the Little Miami, four miles east of the
Yellow Spring, is a place of great natural euriosity. The roek through
which the river passes for half a mile appears to have been cleft asunder
by some great shock of nature, and now lets the water pass in a channel
not more, in one partieularly singular place, than three or Your feet
wide, and 50 deep in the lowest stage otP the water that soundings have
been made for fifty feet withont finding bottom. From: the top of the
rock, to the surface of the water isa distance of about 50 or 60 feet, and
so narrow at the top that it can be leapt over in one place by an active -
man. A gentleman from the state of Kentueky on a visit here with some
Iadies, had the temerity to try this leap, and had the good fortune to. es-
cape with his life, for it being broader than he caleulated on, he caught
an the opposite side with one leg and arm to a root or bush, and with diffi-
culty eseaped a fall of 60 or 70 feet perpendieular, among huge rocks
and roaring water. ‘On approaching this place you are at once struck

- with such a degree of timidity that you ave glad to hold to the trees and

“twigs while peepinginto the gulf below, and. after a few minutes anxious-
1y searching for the current of the river, winding and roaring through its
narrow and rocky bed, you feel relieved in making ‘a safe retreat from
£he brink of the dark and awful abyss.

On the Little Miami are a number of very eurious ancient remains,
forts, mounds, &c..and few streams possess better mill seats, or a greater

“number of mills than it does, having alrcady 10 or #2 in the distance of 46
or 50 miles, among which is a paper mill. ts head spring adjoins the
Line between Champaigne and Madison counties, and below the Yellow
Spring, Massie’s, Little and Big Beaver} Sugar and Ceesar creeks, are
added to'the general stream as tributaries; Tortle, Obannen, and Shaw-
ey creeks enter it still further down, the last a little above Milford, but

" on the opposite side to it. - At its mouth the Little Miami is about 70 or
80 yards broad, and meanders a distanee of 70 miles in its whole extent.
The hottoms for several miles above the month are subject to an annual
flooding, in consequence the fertility eaunet be exceeded, but it prevents
their tillage. i :

[4] LICKING river, an important streatn of Kentucky, divides jt- -
, - Self ‘into three principal forks. On the middle fork is the Lower and
Upper Blue Licks, where have been made great quantities of salt, but -
latterly stronger water being found in different places of Kentucky,
the works at the Blue Licks-have been given np, it taking. from 700 to
900 gallons of the water to make & Y'il‘shel of salt. The hills around the
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Upper Blue Licks, are numerous, rocky, and mtch broken, wild and
.unproduetive, . When there in the summer of 1810, I could not help but -
‘admire, while rambling over the hills, the very singular maoner in which
“the rocks were filled with appearances of animal and vegetable substan-
ces, marine shells, particularly the cockle ; the whole shape of a bird, in
form like the bat; the butterfly, &e. These appearances were not only
exlibited on the surface of the rocks ard small loose sand and limestones,
“buton breaking them, the whole mass appeared a growth of this mixture,
"This, indeed, is & feature of the character of Kentucky. I have never
discovered the appearance of afish in the rocks, that I recollect of.
This may have arisen from the guick decay of that animal when exposed
o the atmosphere, and before it could be incorporated in the mass which
_pow forms these singular growths of rccks. This idea goes 1o suppose
this ecuntry was once a greatsea or lake, either of fresh or salt water, and
that these substances, after the great convulsion of nature which occasion-
ed dry land to appear, were thrown together in the struggle, and being
-exposed to a different element, from animated and soft vegetable bodies,
Time, the moulder of Nature’s matter, has shaped them into massy
rocks, as we now find them. ) .

Major John Findley, who resides at the Upper Blue Licks, and who
did own them, but like most of the original settlers of Kentucky, has left
bis land, by the intervention of'a said to be better title, informed me that
shout the yvear 1780 when he first settled these Licks, then a perfezt
wilderness, that shortly afterwards in digging a well for salt water, at the
oot of the hill on the west side of the river, the diggers fell upon an old
well, and after passing down it 19 or 20 feet, they found an iron wedge
of the coramon size of those intended to split rails. Had not Daniel
Boon made 2 stand in Kentucky of a previous date to the settlement of
major Findley, I skould have been for putting this wedge to the acconnt
of Ameriean ‘antiguities. But Col. Boon, the meritorious first settler of
Kentucky, says, ¢ On the first day of January 1778, T went with a party
of 30 reen, to the Blue Licks, on Licking river, to make salt for the differ-

.ent garrisons in the country.® } R

The water of the Licks is drank for health ; some seasons thereis a
eonsiderable eongourse of people at the springs, and frequent benefits re-
ceived by the visitauts, not more, perhaps, from the quality of the water,
which contains sulphur, iron, and magnesia, than from the novelty of the
romantic appearance of the place. Five or six miles above those Licks,
is one, of the mast valuable grist mills in the state, belonging, I think, to
Mr. Riddle. Twenty-five miles sbove these Licks a little ta the south of
Licking, is. Mud Lick, now known by the more fashionable name of the

- Glympian Springs. At these there is generally a large concourse of
people during the warm months of suramer; some visit them for health’s
suke, others for pleasure. - There are several springs here, some strong-
Iy sulphurous, others altogether chalybeate. These last issue out at the
brse of a curipus round knob of a hill, four or five hundred fect high, a lit-
tle to the north of the sulphur spring. The accommodations at these
springs are good, and I will venture to say, no person who admires na-
ture’s variety, will leave them dissatisfied.  The singular formation of the
eonntry, which seems to consist of the growth of a number of shert,
steep, high, snd curiously formed hills, rising out of a flat, cold soiled
‘plain, whose products, however, are numercus, and whose variety of
v get: ble growth would fesst and charm the hotanist and philosopher.

The columbo grows here in abundance and in._great perfection, equal,
ifnot supertury to the colunibo of the istand of Ceylon, sold in our shops,

* TFhson's Kentocky, published in 1784.
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1 have used both kinds, and prefer the American. It is abeautiful plant, ese
pécially the third year’s growth, which shoots up a handsome purple color-~
- ed stalk, seven or eight feet high, having but few leaves, and at fop small
branches issue bearing the flowers, and small leaves tinged with gurple and,
yellow. The large leaves which spring from the root, are of a fine yellow
color; these surround the stalk, and operate as conductors of the rains
and dews necessary for the nourishment of the plant, whose roots ave found
- as thick asa man’s wrist, spreading twoor three feet inlength, not far from’
the surfuce of the ground, and of a fine rich yellow color. September,
when the large leaves which are then very yellow, begin to fall to the
ground, is a proper time to gather the yoots. They are then to be wash«
ed clean, and catinto quarter ineh pieces, and dried, either in a warm
" even, or on striugs in.a warm room, and afterwaids kept from the damp.’
Either in wine, or spirits and water, or as a tea for the common drink of
the day, there arefew more agreeable or better conics than the American
columbo root.* The first and second years the eolumbo, hasno stalks,
but leaves, in the manner of the tobacco plant, the third yearit bears its
seed, then the roots die, therefore it is classed among the triennjal plants.
There are a number of other valuable medicinal plants in this tract of
country. The late éaptain Michael Findley, who owned and first settled
the Mud Lick, but who, like his unfortunate brother John, leftit, and irr
the same manner, by a said to be better title,f shewed me, while riding

* This is the root of an unknown plant, which; however, i§ conjectured
by Willdenow to be a species of bryonia. It was supposed to have its
name from a city in Ceylon, from which it is sent over all India. - But
miore recent accounts’ say, that it is produced in Afiies, in- the country
of the Caffrees, and that it forms an important article of commeres witi
the Portoguese at Mosambique, in the province of Zangnebar. 1t is gons
erally brought in trausverse sections, from half an inch to three inches in
djameteg;yrareg”dividad horizontally. This is e\'iggntly d?ne‘ to <f'a;:';1ia
tate its dryin; ~-the large pieces are all perforated with heles, The
Fﬁ?k‘i‘ﬂ v&ﬁnlﬁ’ed and thick, of a dark brown color on the outside, and.
bright yellow within. The pith in the centreis spongy; vellowish, and
slightly striped. - Tts smell is slightly aromatic, and readily lost when not
preserved in close vessels; its taste is unpleasant, bitter, and somewhat
acrid ; the bark has the strongest taste ; the pith is almost mucilaginous.
Its essential constituents are, cinchonin, and a great deal of mneliage. - It
is accordingly more soluble in water than in aleohiol. The tineture is not
precipitated by water, and does not effect the eolor of infusion of turnsol,
or solation of red sulphat of iron. . AR
" Medical use~In India it ismuch tsed in diseases attended with bil
ious' symptoms, particularly in cholera; and it is said to be sometimes
very effectual in other cases of vomiting. - Tt often produces excellent ef-
fects imdyspepsia. . Half 2 drachm of the powder is given repeatedly in
the day.' Its introduction into practice in England has heen chicly owing
to the late Dr. Percival of Manehester, and it has in“gencral been fou
to ahswer expectation : but itis to be regretted, that itis often exhibited
in a very decayed state, from the want of a regularsupply. s

: American Dispensatory. -

7§ How hard, how geeuﬁariy unfortanate, for a man with his numerous

family, at the eve of #n honest anid well spent life, to lose a home, dearly

earned by the toils of a vigorous youth. * < Hard indeed, is his fate and
§a11iﬁg‘vlﬁs feelings,” ‘who thus gets stripped of house ‘'and land, when too

ar spent to renew another begimuing, and when, instead of weeping, re-

,’g‘r‘wiiig ‘ought to accompany his grey hairs in peace to the end of his earth-
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thréugh the woods with him iu 1810, about fifty kiuds o ivery valuable
and rare plants, highly medicinal, beautiful in flower, and delicious in-fra-
grance. He took me to what he called his dotanic garden, four miles
westfrom the springs, a piece of ground ten acres in extent, surrounded
with woods, filled, taly filled, with the © wild lowers ot nature,” in such
beauty and vaviety asseldom to be met with in any other part of the state.
The lobelig,* a very valuable plant in medicine, partienlarly for the
asthras, grows here in abundance, and a hundred or more of other kinds,
whose numes I am sorry I have forgot, not having taken a note of them
at the time. . o

1y journey. The unfortunate first settlers of Kentucky have many tears
toshed, those who ought to have gained every thing, have gained nothing.
‘What onght Daniel Boon to have gained / something st least to suppont
his tottering old age. He entered lands ss he thought sufficient for his
purpose, and after the  Bloody Gronud® (a name Kentucky first went
by} began to be settled, Daniel improved hisfarm, and raised a numerous
family. After he thought all secure, and the dangers of the wilderness
had subsided, hew do we find him treated ! His Iands by decision of law,
suken {rom him, his goods sold, and in spite of reasoning, he abandons
his stute, won in blood and toil, uncommen to most countries, forsakes
friends and his own family, shoulders his rifie, crosses the Ohio, and as-
cends the Missouri, beyond the color of thase, the sight of whose faces
seetns to have beena burden to him, and whose conduct had been erying-
ly usgrateful. - Here then do we see in the 80th year of his age, the he-
roie, the meritorious Brst settler of Kentucky, Daniel Boon, sitting with
his gun across his knegs, at the door of a meek and lowly log cabin, on
the wilderness bank of the Missouri —We see him for a' moment, rous-
ed with a lively countenance by the sight of a deer leaping through the
woods on vhe opposite side of the river, or by the cackling of turkeys on
_boughs of the trees overhanging his mansion—in another moment his

" conntenance falls to dejection—again he is elated by the Teéollection of
she pobleness of his former deeds—sad and perisive he again falls to his
seat—He shakes his hend— my limbs,”” says he ¢ these knees, once
the glory of my youth, now fuil me, my bones seem marrowless, my flesh
shrivelled, these eyes too, (lifting his gun to his face and endeavouring to
take sight at a distans object)—yes, these eyes of mine have lost their
true vision, the ohject trembies before the muzzle of my rifle, and the
mare intent I look, the worse they get, they have become (rubbing them-
‘with his right hand, while his gun rested on his left arm) absolutely
im.”~He again with a sigh of regret, seats himself erosslegged, and

ing his rifle against the logs of his cubin—In a low voice is heard,
“ves, Daniel Boon, you are no longer yourself, age, trembling age, has
taken place of vigorous youth—And must I die in distress,” says he em-
g\l:utica!ly, “will these legs of mine not carry me to yonder point, where
unts the deer, where flounces the turkey in the tree tops ?”—~We see
him again make another effort, the effect of dire necessity, old age strug-
ﬂi;g with bunger and starvation—Thus do we leave colonel Danie}

oy .

- * This plant grows in moist places in Virginia, and bears the winters
of Great Britain. It is perennial, has an erect stalk “three or four feet
Klg}u blue flowers, a milky juice and arank smell. The root consists of
white fibres ubout ¥wo inches long, resembles tobacco in taste, which re-
1mains on the tongue, and is apt to excite vomiting. ’

Dr. Barton says, that it is considerably diuretic, and Mr. Peazs‘on
Yound, that it geperally disagreed with' the stomach, and seldom faited of
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Awmeng the cariosities of the Upper and Lower Blae Licks, are the
Buffulo Roads, which arve still to be sgen all through the country on
Licking. They visited the Licks in such immense droves, frequentdy
1000 at a time, say.the old hunters, that in their hiuried marehes to the
springs they formed great and broad roads, bearing down every thing in
their way, trees excepted, and forming on the sides of hilis deep patis
and roadsas if they had been dug. .

_ Near the Olympian Springs are two furnaces weil supplied with good
and convenient ore. Oue is an air furnace, the other goes by water,
Licking heads near Great Sandy, runs a distance of 180 miles, and enters-
the Ohio by a mouth. 130 yards broad, it is navigable about 70 miles.—-
Little Licking, the western branch, heads wot far from Boousborough.
on the Kentucky river, .

{n] CINCINNATTIIs handsomely situated on a first and second ban¥.
of the Ohio, opposite Licking river. 1t is a fouvishing town, has a rvieh,
level, and well settied ecountry aroundit. it coutains ubout 400 dwells
ings, an elegant court house, jail, 3 market houses, a land office for the
sule of cougress lands, 2 printing offices issuing weekly gazettes, 30 iner..
cantile stores, and the various branches of mechanism are carded on with
spirit.—Industry of every kind being duly encouraged by the eitizens,
Cineinnati is likely to become a-considerable manutacturing plece; itis
§2 miles N. by E. of Frankfort, and about 580 by land. S. S. W. of.
Pittsburgh, N. lat. 59 5m 54s according to: Mr.. Ellicot, and W. long.
85° &iom. It is the principal town in whatis called Symm’s purchase,
and is the seat of justice for Hamilton county, Obio: It has a buank issu--
ing notes under the autharity of the state, called  Lhe Miami Export-
ing Company.”’—The bealthiness and salubrity of the climate ;. the Jevel-
ness and luxuriance of the soil; the purity and excellence of the waters ;.
added to the blessings attended en the judicious adininistration of mild and’
equitable laws ; the great seeurity in the land tides; all seem <o centre in
a favorable point of expectation, thut Cineinnati and the eountry around
it, must one day become rich and very populous, cqual perhaps, if not su--
perior to any other place of an interiol, in the United States. The seite

* of Fort Washington is near the centre of the tewn; it wasa prineipal:
frontier post—1Itis now laid outin tewn lots.

Two considerable cotton munutictories have begn lately estiblished in
Cincinnati, one by Mr. Hurdus, and another by Messrs. Baom & CUo. snd’
others are about to be established by an extensive company forming for-
that purpose.. Fhe citizens of Cineinuuti, and those of the udjacent soun~
try seem to have a large shave of a public and enterprising spirit, which
is bent at this time towards-the estabiisinnent of domestic manufactories,
and the forming of companies for the collecting and travsporting to mar-
ket the surplus praduce of that extensive and fertile country.. A compr
ny of this kind has already formed ifseif at Hamilton on' the Big Miami,
and one on the Little Miami, and another extensive company is abeut
forming at Cincinnati for the same purpose.  Aceording to the eensus of
1810, Cincinnati contained 1,217 males, 1,006 females—total 2,233 souls,

affecting the bowels-as-a strong cathartic. It certainly possesses nopower-
of curing.syphilis ;- even the Indians; when they }havq the disease, sre glad
of an opportunity of applying te the whites. 1tis said to have cured gan.
werrheea: .

“The Chierokees use a decoction of the root of the lobelia cardinalis asan.
sbthelmintic. And the Lobelia Inflata hasbeen used in leucorrhag:

. © American Dicpensatory.

:
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. hus been lately added to Cincinnati another bank, under the
nu:fzzi)rf the Furmar's m{(l Mechanic’s Bank. Ithas :{l'(-c.eady formed a-
good eredit, and does business to advantage. A sieam mill is about to be
put into complete operation, of seventy horse power, -e}‘eqted ax_ld owned"
by Messrs. Ormsby and Stanley, and others. This mill is designed for
grinding grain, and for moving machineries for various kinds of manufac-
tories—T1wo Breweries have been lately crected, and mnke excellent,
beer and porter, in quantities sufficient fgr home ecasumption and for ex-
portation. "T'wo bookstores aud a bookbindery huve been vecently added -
to Cincinnati. Doctors and Lawyers are plenty, Cincinnati wanting as
few of these, if not less, than any other part of the union, the inhabitants
being pretty much in the habit of doing their business in their own way,
and the climate so healthful that few drugs are wanted, other than those
produced by the gavdens of the town and adjacent country.—Religion is
not neglceted here, for a fine large church has been recently erected.
Schools are numerous and under tolerable regulatm@, . pubhc‘houses are
well accommodated, and afford a good and eheap living. The streets,
some of the walkways excepted, are unpaved, and of course very muddy
in wet weather. Mud, however, is as common in the streets of the west-
ern towns assand in New Jersey. What oceasions bad 10ads here, rain,
there it makes them good. o

Major Buskirk, a respectable farmer near Lomsgzlle_, qurmed me he
assisted in building a blockhouse on the spot where Cincinnati now stands,
and immedistely opposite Licking river, in July 1780, it being the first
attempt to settle that part of the now state of Obio. On the 6th August
following. a buttle was fought between 1000 Virginia and Kentueky milj-
tia, and the Indians, at Pigua on Mad river. . .

Cincinnati was laid out b{l‘ judge Symms, in May. 1788, who, the
same vear brought out from New England and New Jersey, a number
of settlers who seated themselves in the vicinity of the new town, between
the two Miamies.

The blockhouse was enlarged by the United States, and kept as a fron.-
tier post; called fort Washington, untit Wayne’s treaty with the 12 na»
tions of the northern Indians, whom he defeated, August 20, 1794, The
treaty was signed at fort Greenville, on the western brauch of the great
Miani, shovtly after the defeat of the Indians. After this the town of
Cineinnati and the conntry around began to improve rapidly.

“The district of country formerly called the ¢ North Western Territo-
1v,” was erected into a territorial government under the old Cougress.
After the adoption of the new and present constitation in 1789, Congress
usccepted that territory into the union as a sovereign and independent,
state, by act passed 3d March 1803, when it was organized under the
unme of the State of QXdo. Cincinnati was the seat of the territorial gov-
ernment, and the state government continued there until 1806, when it
was moved o Chilicothe, thenee to Zanesville, and again back to Chilico-
e, now, 1517, to Columbas, the permanent scat of government.

What adds to the commerce of Cinciunati is the line of barges running
rezularly from that place to New Orleans, descending loaded with-the -
produce of the country, and returning with eargoes of sugar, coffee, riee, -
hides, wines, rums, &e. and dry gonds of various kinds, and eotton from -
Nutehez. Messrs. Baum and Perry and Mr. Riddle, have a line of bar- -
ges constantly engaged, and some others are also employed in this busi-
ness. These. barges ¢arry ahout 700 bareels, and are long in proportion
to'their breadih, 9 men conduct them down, from 2% to 32 up stream,
ears and. poles are the prineipal dependance, they have sails also that sver
fregiently useful. - Cordelling, where the water is teo swift to be stemm-~
&2 by the force of the oars, or toodecp for the poles, is the anly alterpa~
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tive and a bud one itis. They descend from Cincinnati to New Orleans
it about five weeks, unless they run day and night, when half the time
serves, but with much risk.’ An instanee oceurred in February 1813,
when a barge descended from the falls of Ohio to Natehez in 14 days and*
five hours—nothing cught to induce such running but a ease of lite. and:
death. * They: ascend in about 80 or'90 days, sometimes much longer:
The part the most indifferently masaged about a barge, are the sails;
Few of the bargemen ave sailors, and without one on board, the sail had.
better be thrown overbeard A fine barge was upset in the river opposite
Natehezinagale of wind and hail oni the 17th of March 1813, owing, it is
presamed, toa failure in the proper and timely management of the sails,"
which were all spread to drive her up stream, Four men were drowned,
aud a valuable cargo of groceries, &c. lost, a few bales of cotton excepted.
1t is with the sails'of a vessel, as with the tools of a shop, it requires a-
master to ‘work them to advantage. Any strong able bodied man, can:
soon learn to pull an oar, or heave at the pole, and if he makes a mistake
with either it is of little consequence; not so with sails, the elementsop«
erateupon them, and mueh care and knowledge are required to manage
them with safety and benefit. Owauers of barges ought to see to this
point, and not leave their basges to the merey of heedless headstrong
crews, who eare for nothing but their wages, and whose ignorance is as
Jiable to run thern-ona sand bar as to hit the main chaunel. By ane-
gleet of the pattroon for five nidnutes in the cabin, I have seen a full loaded -
barge grounded on a sand bar; anil detained twodays~The crew saw the
bar, but it was not their business to prevent the accident!

-Jt would, however, be well how soon the barging, business propelled :
by manual forees, could be gt rid of, and ¢he steam power substituted.
And this would be done soou 19 deubt, but for the overwhelming patent
of Fulton and Livingston, whigh seeuves to them all the navigable rivers
in the United States for fourieen years, for all boats propelled by the
sleam POWeEr; NO MATTER ON ‘WHAT PRINGIILD THE STEAK OPERATES,

{»] GREAT Miami, Assarannt, or Rocky. rivew, is & large'and im-~
portant river of the state of Ohiey, possessing many tributary streams, fine
lands, extensive scttlements, towns, villages, milts, &e. It has a stony
bed, rapid water, but no falls. ~ Us principal” braxches, are, first, White
Water river, which enters it feoun the west, absut 10 1niles above . its-
mouth. The greater part of this brasch is of the Tndiana teritory, hav-
ing but about 10 miles of its course in the state of Ohio. Then comes in-
on the west side; Indian, 'T'wo-mile, Four-mile, St. Llair, Elk, Franklin,
Bear and Wolf ereeks: Diek’s, Clear and Hale erecks, on the eastside :
These bring us to the forks, or theee main branches,. all entering toge-
ther just above Dayton. The South-West Branch ruris throngh Preble;
Stark and Miami counties; and on Greenville creek, its most westerly
branch, Fort Greenville is situated) in Stark county; and five milessouth.
of it is Fort Jefferson, and- 21- miles south of the last is. Fort St. Clair,
near the headof St. Clair creek, 44 milesnorth frem Cinsinnatt, -~ From:.
fort Greenville tofort Récovery it is 12 miles N. W, by N. and 12te for{
Lorrimore N. K. The two last {y:ts are on the Indian boundary lines
From fort Lorrimere to fort Defian'ee at the juncture of Au Glaise rivert
with the Miami of the lake, itis 75 noiles nearly north; thenceto the ra-

_ pids 75 miles in a straight line. © Making a distance by this voute, of 232~
miles from Cincinnati to the rapids of the Miami of lake Erie’; allowing
nothing, however, for the crooks in'the road. From' the rapids to”
Frenchtown-on the river Ruisin it is'40 miles; thenceto Detroit 40 miles.
Fort Malden is 16 miles below Detroit at the head of Take Erie on the"
sgst side~~Detroit foryand -town is situated. v No-lat, 42% 3021, O the
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'W. side of the river, or strait Detrpit, the connecting water between lakes
Erie and St. Clair, and which is about 23 miles in length, and opposite
the tort half a mile in breadth, but much broader above and below it, and
deep enough for vessels: of great burden. The channel of the strait
is gentle and wide, but incommoded by several islands, one of which is
more than 7 miles long according to Mr. Hutehins. In 1775, fort De-
troit, then in possession of the Britih, was near a mile in cireumference,
built with st.ocli:ades enclosing 100 hauses, built regularly on streets eross-
ing each other at right angles. One entire side comnqued the river.
Its situation is delightful, and in the cente of a pleasant fruitful country.
For 8 miles below Detroit, and for the same distanee above it, on both
sides of the river, the country is divided into well cultivated plantations,
and from the contiguity of the farmers houses to each other,-they appear
as two long extended villages. The inhabitants, who are mostly French,
are about 2000 in number, 500 of wham are as good marksmen and
woodsmen as the native Indians themselvas.

Fort. Detroit was surrendered, by the American commander, brigadier

sneral {1ull, to the British and Indians ueder msjor-general Brock, on

e 16th August 1812, without firing a single gun.  Two thousand brave
backwoods-men were compelled by the dastardly and unprecedented vio-
lation of military honor of their general, tosurrender to an enemy of in-
fevior foree, and without having had it in their power of trying which
epuld do the other the most harm. In rage and madness, many of the
Ameriean officers on being informed of the surrender, broke their arms
to pieces, while tears. of regret, mixed withsorrow and vexation, sprung.
rom the eyes of valor, for thisignoble saerfice of their eountry’s honor.
General Flull, and between _three and four lmadred regulais, were takery
prisoners of war to fort George ; the militiaand volunteers, were permit-
ted to retirn home on.parole, on condition of not lifting arms again dur~
ing the continuance of the war. This affuiv was the beginning ot the pre-~
sent war, beiug the second with the British nation.  Whether it was a
misfortune or not, time must determine~Xt was immenssly mortifying,
and a considerable loss of public property, and a chain of disasters, defeats,
and calamities, have since happened to the American forees. Thereis
a providenee, however, which always consoles the honest and brave, and
whicli changes calamity into prosperity, and weeping into vejoicing.  The
eause of the Amerieans is the cause of righteousness—Provilence, there-
fore, iswith thewm, and will as before, if they ave true to themselvegwe
-bring them out with refloubled glory.

General Winehestur on-his road ta Detroit, was defeated in a very
blnody and warmly cputested batile with the Buitish and Indians, at the-
river faisin, Jan. #2, 1815, when he 2ad the brave fellows under him,
had to sarrender to superior force. .

Iz May followivg 5000 British and’ Fadians, made a terrible onset a«
gairst fort Meigs, commanded by gereral Harrison on the river Raistn,
b afier five days siege, the enemy refired with considerableloss. The
Americans lost some valuable officers, and men on this oceasion; but the
dfence made By the besieged was such as to gain applause for bravery,
and a knowledge of military tactics.. Here major Amos Stoddart fell,a.
valuable officer, and an experienced engineer. ' ,
."The middle or main branch of thé Great Miami heads within a few
miles' of . Sandusky, a large navigable river of ‘lake Erie, and to which.
there is. 2 portage ‘of Q. miles. this branch are the villages of Piqua

rwest side , Stanton and Livingston. east side. . JMad river is the eastern«
roost branch.of the Great Miami; it is a beantifal stream; having swifs
and transparent water, with a file gravelly bottorn. - It washes the edg~
%es.0f sgme.of the praixies on yoyr read from Springfield.to Fraoklinton,.

[
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and heads at & spring on the Indian boundary line, a few miles above
Zanestown. - URBANA, the capital of Champaigne county, lies four miles
east of Mad river. Springfield, a smart village of the same county; lies
14 miles below Urbana. IAYToN, the capital of Preble county, is hand-
somely situated on a level traet, just below the junction of Mad river on
the east side of the Miami, and 25 miies beiow Springfield. There is at
the mouth of Mad river, a handsome saw and grist mill. The French
formerly had an establishment on Mad river. - Franklin, east side, lies 14
miles below Dayton in a straight line.  Middletowwn, east side, 8 miles be-
low Franklin. Hamirron, east side, the eapital of Butler county, (0
miles below Franklin. . Coleraine, on the east side, and Crosby west side,
are situated opposite to each other, 9 miles below Hamiliton, and 15 from
the mouth of the river. ‘

The Great Miari is a most valuable stream for mills, it already has
many valuable grist and saw milisonit. 1t is about 200 yards wide at its
mouth, where the land is solow, that it is subject to inundatiot for several
miles up, and on both sides, otherwise the juunetion of this river with the
Ohio, would forms a handsome site, and a very advantageous situation for
atown. Lt isnavigable to the Piekaway towns, 75 miles ap, where the
river is contracted o 30 yardsin width, above which cances go 50 miles
further, to the portage between it and Sandusky of the lake. The wes-
tern branch goes within 4 few miles of ‘Au Glaize river, a branch of the
Miami of the lake to which there is a portage of five miles.

[»] ANIMALS’ hones of enormous size have been found here in
great numbers. Some skeletons nearly complete were not -long since
dug up 11 feet under the surface in a stiff blue clay. These appeared to
be the bones of différent species of animals, but a1t remarkably large:
Some were supposed to be those of the mammoth, others t. >~non-tle- _

script.  Amoung these bones, were two horns or fenders, each’ weighyg ™ B

150 pounds, 16 feet long, and eighteen inches in circumference at the big
enid s and grinders—of the earniverons Kind, weighing from three-to-ten
and an half pounds each ; and others of the graminivorousspecies, equually
large, but quite differently shaped, being flat and ridged. Ribs, joints of
:the backbone, and of the foot or paw, thigh and hip bones, upper jaw
bone, &e. &ec. were also found, amounting in the whole to about five
tons weight. :

. Of the history of the mammoth we are much in the dark.—Ofasimals
having once existed earrying these enormous bones, there can be no doubt.
Their present existence is much doubted ; and the only proof we have
‘to the contrary, is a curions tradition of the Indians, handed down to
them by their fathers, which being delivered by a principal chief of the
Delaware tribe to the governor of Virginia daring the American revolu-
tion, is recorded in the following words :—¢ That in ancient times a herd
of these tremendous: animals. came to the Big-bone licks, and began an
universal destruction of the bear, deer, elks, buffaloes, and other animals
which had been created for the use of the Indians: that the Great Man a-
bove, looking down and seeing this, was so enraged, that he siezed his
Hghtning, descended on the earth. seated himself on a neighboring moun-
tain, on a rock of which his seat and the print of his feet are still to be
seen, and hurled his bolts among them till the whole were slaughtered,
except the big bull, who presénting his forehead to the shafts, shook them
off as they fell ; but missing one at length, it wounded him in the side;
whereon, springing round, lie bounded over the Ohio, over the Wabnsl},
the Tllinois, and finally over the Great Jakes, where he is living at this

day.”
. Jefferson’s Notes on Virginia.
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There are places at the Big Bone Lick, where the salt water bubbles
up throagh the earth, that ave rendered a perfect quagmire, admittin,
xiothing heavier walking over them than geese or other light web-foot
fowl. Cattle dare not venture nearer than to their edges.  One of these’
places appears bottemless, for no soundings have ever been found ; throw
in a ten feet rail endwise and it buries itself; another embraces near a
quarter of an acre, over which grows a very fine and short’ grass. May
it not be reasonable to account for so many of the mammoth’s bones being
deposited at this place, by presuming !;hat in cheu: secking thesalt water,
and venturing a little too far, or otherwise, that f.h_eu- OWN €DOrmous wexgh:
pushing them forward too far for recovery, and sinking, thus were buried
one after unother to the number we now find their remsins. The places
where their bones are now found are tolerably hard from filling up by the
wushings of the small stream which runs through them, and from having
been much dugup and the mud exposed to the sun. L.

M. Colquohonn, a Scotch gentleman, vesides «t, and owns this singu-
tar spot of ground, and has two extensive salt furnaces at work, which are
able to male abont G0 bushels per day, notwithstanding the weakness of
the water. M Colquohoun has been at much labor and expense in fixing
his furnaces in a superior stile, particulerly in the retention of the heat,
and saving of fuel. His kettles are of an oblung square, coming to about
half the size at bottom that they are at top; they hold about 12 or 15 gal-
lons, and are fixed close togetherin a double row, having their edges cov-
ered with sheetlead lapped down closely on all sides, s0 as to prevent any
heat from escaping; the fuel is introduced into a grated furnace whose
mouth is closed by an iron door. The kettles vise gradually from the
front to the chimuey, 50 as to occasion a sufficient draught of air. The
first kettles in the furnase is round and contains about 100 galions, and as
this receives g greater degree of heat, and eyaporates the water much
fasier than the smaller ones, they -ave partly supplied from it after the
water has boiled down considerably, and the back small kettles are sup-
plied from those near the front. The kettles are filled with the salt wa~
ter in the first instance from a wooden pipe running over the middle of the
furnace, having spigot holes on each side ; this is supplied by a pipe from
the general rescrvoir filled from the leading troughs.’

Mr. Colquohoun was engaged (Sept. 1810) in boring for salter water,

and had got 150 feet through the solid rock with an ineh and half auger,
and was determined to hore 50 feet further.  If he failed heve, to try two
other places, embracing the three important points of the tract where the
sult water was sipposed to be embowelled.
" Pigeons are seen here in thousands, in the proper scason, and the noisy
paroquet in considerable flocks. The pigeons seemed to-be crowding on
trees nearest the pond of salt water, as if wishing to get atit; I'saw none
drinking, and am ignorant whether they give salt water the preference.
It is not uncommon to find large “ Pigeon Roosts” in the neighborhood of
Salt Licks, which distinguish themselves by the old timber being stript of
its limbs and deadened, and young timber springing up in its place.—~
There is something interesting in the very singular manner of the pigeons
erowding together in such immense flocks as to break down considerable
trees, ail erushing themselves to death by the breaking snd falling of the
Iimbs on which they light, and may be more spoken of hereafter. -

"The Big Bane Lick i$ in the state of Kentucky, 20 miles from Cincine
nati, on the road leading from that town to the falls of Ohjo. The land
aboat it Is flat and cold, with scrubby timber, and there is no cleaved
Erofmd in yiew of the Lick, not éven a garden, notwithstanding, it is worth

visit to the curious, and the superior intelligence and hospitality of its
worthy proprietor, makes such a visit well paid for. The back water,
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o the very high stages of the Okio, hias been known to inundate this place,
and extend for sorme distance aboveit.
- Note for Cave in Rock, p. 123.. 1atERARY TrErr-—In looking over
- the pages of ¢ Fessendén’s Register of Arts,” published in Philadelphia,
I was'pleased to find in it.p. 872-3, a description of this rock as takei
from ¢ Harris’s Toar,” and ‘as ¥ penned it from the mouthof a gentle-
man on whom X knew I could rely, who had visited:it a-short time before.
¥ was then engaged in gublishing the Ohio and Mississippi Navigator, and
this aceount of the *“Cave in Rock” was inserted in the edition of that
work of 1803 or 1804.  The Rev."Mr. Harris purchased a copy of that -
edition at my bookstore in Pittsburgh, when on his route through the Q-
hio country, from which he inserted the description of the “Big Cave””
in his “ Journal or Tour,” as being in his opinion, it is-presumable; cors "
rect and interesting. 'This was well enough, but Mr. Harris, as a dizine =
and as a respectable man and considerable authory ought in common jus-- -
tice, to have given a reference to the work from which the extraet was
made. In consequence of his neglecting this picee of courtesy, Mr: Fesa
senden gives  Hurris’s Tour™ as authovity for the deseription of this sin-
gularrock. The moral of all this is, that Mr. Fessenden was right, the
rev. divirie wrong, by fathering that which did not belong to him. .
This, however, is among the least .of the robberies committed on the
Olhio Navigator. A well known and much celebrated character of Eux
rope has taken liberties with this book, which, had he done the like toa
butcher’s stall, they would have brought him to the gallows long ere this.
‘This great personage is no other than © Thomas sk, esg” author of
-6¢Travels in America,” published in London, and republished in the U-
mited States in 1809, As the ingenuity of Mr. Ash is so well shewn, and
. so different to the common mode in like cases, his method of committing
a “literary theft” is worth taking notiee of~—Most literary thieves are
silent and say nothing of the work from-which they are extracting raatter,
of which they wish the world to believe them the authors.  “ Thomas
Ash, esq.”” takes a different road, by denying the existence of the book,
while he is_guoting whole pages at a time from it. His account of the
‘Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohie rivers, the instruetions for their navi-
‘gation, the towns on thejr banks, distances from place to place, &e. is ta.
ken verbatim from a copy of the edition of the Ohio and Mississippi Navi-
gator he purchased when in Pitisburgh in 1806. And after he gets
through s account of those rivers, places, &ec. as copied from the Nayi-
igator or Pilot, he observes,  Iam less particular on this subject, under-
standing that “a Pilot for the rivers” is now in the press at Pitts-
 burgh. and will soon be published, and thus 1 am saved of much tedious -
- detail ’—These may not be the exact wordsof Mr. Ash, -quoting him
from. nieinory, but this is the amount of his_éxpressions, and thesidea he
" wished to convey to the pu'-iic, that his ¢ Travels in America® were 6f
-dn.earlier date to the Navgator, and however, the "better part of his
work may be founded on it, by thus, denying the existence of the book,
he comes out in London fair and sqnare as an m-'ﬁina!' author; and a great
and wonderful traveller. "Wonderful he is, to be sure, for he tells tales
-that‘are wonderful, But which are as far from the truth as the earth is
from the syn’s centre. ‘ - .

I forgive Mr. Ash for'this “literary theft,” as the practice has become
comrmon now a days, butYam not eoing toforgive him for the dome-thefi he
coramitted on my friend DocterGofo?vEx, then of Cincinnati, now of the city
of New Orleans, than whom a better man does not exist, and the last man
in America Mr. Ash ought to have thus basely deceived and cheated,
for in his house, he eat of his bread, and pavtack of his friendship and hos.
pitality, while a stranger and sojowrner in the land.” The particulars of
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this cireumstance are briefly this: Doctor Goforth had for several years
been engaged in collecting the mammoth’s and other enormous bones, at
the Big Bone Lick in Kentucky, and atan expense of much time, labor,
and of many hundred dollars. -Iu the year 1804 or 1805 he conveyed a-
bout five tons of these bones to Pittsburgh, witha view of transporting them
to Philadelphia, and selling them to Mr. Peale, or to the American Phiic-
sophical Society. The boneshowever remained in Pittsburgh some time.
Mr. Ash had passed throngh Pittsburgh, and descended to Cincinoati,
There learning that Doctor Goforth had a very valuable coilection of Big
Bones, he scon ingratiated himself into the Doctor’s good graces, and en-
tered into written articles with him to become his agent for the sale of the
bones, he being allowed a specified part of the clear profits of sale, and
New Orleans being fixed upon as the market for their disposal. ~Accord-
ingly Mr. Ash returned to Pittsburgh in 1806~7, with an order from Doc-
tor Goforth for the bones. They had been deposited with the late Doc-
tor Richardson, who delivered them to Mr. Ash, (or .grw'l, the name
he then went by.‘a The bones were boated to Cincinnati under the
command of Mr. Ash, thence he proceeded to New Orleans, where he
made a feint to sell them, and was offered seven thousand dollars for
them. He observed that that sum was ot one-tenth of their value, and
from New Orleans shipped them to Londou. ¥Where, no doubt, he has
accumulated an i fortune by exhibiting that great natural treasure
of curiosities to the court of that metropolis, while their real owner here
1s laboring under all the difficulties of the loss of so valuable a property.
Thus Mr. Ash,a poor adventurer from Ireland, who introduced himself
at Pittsburgh in 1806, wishing to take up a school for the education of
children, is now seen at the court of Loudon, exhibiting Doctor Go-
forth’s JHummoth Bones,and writing books defaming Ameriea and its
citizens. .

‘Fhe following commaunication,-politely handed me by Doctor GofortB,
will further illustrate the subject of the Big Bones. .

Sir, . .

I beg leave to address you on the part of the American Philosophicat
Saeiety, to request that you would favor the members of that institution
with a description of the boses of a large animal with claws, which you
procured in the western country.—The aceounts which have been cireu-
Iated by travellers respecting the size of the foot, have partisularly at.
tracted our attention. - 'We have been induced (by information from the
same source) to believe that some bones of the mammoth were in your
eallection—being possessed of all the bones of that animal. except thase
of the head, we will only ask youforinformation of that part of the mam-
noth—but an aecount of all the other unknown bones will be interesting

us.

* At the same time, I beg leave to ask your opinion respecting the prob-
ability of proeuring more of those bones, and your advice concerning the
method of attempting it. - L .

1f your avoeations will permit vou to favor the society with an answer,
please to address it te the President of the United States, whois Prest-
dent of the Society.

. : With greatrespect,
. b1 arx(n Kxéw giﬁn‘({aind servant,
. SASP 1STAR, Juy;
Dr. Goforth. ‘ ’

Phladelphic Dec. 1, 1805,

. A i 7
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Bespecied Sir, v

. I mEcErved aletter from Casper Wistar, jun. dated the
st December 1816, on behalf of the Americun Philgsophical Saciely of
Philadelphia, requestivg information concerning’ the head of t® 'mam.
moth ; the bones of alarge animal with claws; an acecunt of other un-
Xuown bones; and 2lso my opinion of the probability of procuring more
bones, and the method of attempting it~~and I was desired to address wy
answer to you, .

The bones I collected were unfortunately entrusted to the careof o
person who descended the Mississippi with them some months since;
whether he proceeded to Earope with them I am ignorant, as from ace
ident, or some other cause, I have received. no aceount either of him or
them.—My auswer cannot therefore be expeeted to contain accurate or
exact deseriptions of the bones ; but such ‘a general description as T can -
sive from memary, fullows.: ) )

The part of a head which was in my possession, and which I'thoughi
to be the hezl of the mammoth, appeared small.” I only possessed the
maxilla supericr and maxilla inferior, with the teeth. * The maxilla supes
rior was furnishe:d wich four large teeth, two on each side of the jaw, thc
two nearest thejaw were molares, and had two points or cones on each
side of the tooth, making double processes thickly enamelled on the cones
or mastieating surface. :

The maxilla inferior was in two parts naturally, teeth the same 2sin
Jre maxilla superior, and from the appearance of both jaws I concluderd
they had their {ull compliment of teeth—I1 judged the head to whick
these bones betonged was small, as T had teeth of the same kind more
than five times the size of the largest in either jaw—each under jaw
with the teeth weighing 481bs.

i had a number of teeth ribbed transversely on the mesticating surface,
uund enamelled, weighing from 14 to 12lbs. cach.

‘Of the teeth of &e mammoth kind furnished with double coned op
blunt pointed processeson the masticating surface and thickly enametled,
-and generaly four processesfor insertion in the jaw, as many as a wa-
gon and four horses could draw, weighing from 12 to 20ibs. eaeh.

One smali femoris, weight 511bs. four ribs, weight and length not re-
volleeted—they appeared to bz so conneeted with the vertebre as to
throw their edge outwards; one tusk: weighing 100lbs. 21 inches iv cir-
gumference in the middle, which srus the thickest part; one other tusk,
weight 1501bs, 28 iuches in eircumterence, and measuring 10 feet 6 inches
inlength ; its form thus J oue horn 5 feet long, weight 211bs.

The bones of one paw nearly filled a flour Barrel; it had four claws,
and when the hones were regularly placed together, measured from the
os caleis to the end of cither middle claw 5 feet 2 inches.

The bones of this paw were similar to those of a‘bear’s foot. Where I
found these beaes, } found large quantities of bears® bones at the same
time, and had an opportunity of arranging and eoinparing the bones
together, and the similarity was striking in every particalar except the
size,

The vertebrze of the back and neck, when arranged in order with the
os sacrum and coceygis, and measured nearly 60 feet, allowing for cartils
ages. Thaugh 1am not confident the bones all belonged to one animal,

-and the numberof vertebrs I eannot recollect. )

I had some thigh bones of incognita of a monstrous size when compar-
ed with my ‘other bones, which I rauch regret I neither weighed or 1neass
ured, and a number of large bones so mach impaired by tinie it was fuite
less to conjectiive to what part of any animal they belonged.

U
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‘As to the probability of obtaining more bones and the method of at-
emptingit; the best answer 1 can give. will be a relation how and where
1 priocured the fore mentioned : ‘Phey were all procured at a place call-
ed the Big Bone Lick, about 60 miles beiow this place and 8 fiom the
Ohio. - From my, Jong residence in this country I had long «herished a
strong desire to make resesjehes at, Big Bone Lick, but my circamstan-
-ces (having a large family and my. praetice as a physician, though exten~
. sive, is not profitable, owing to the poverty of the people,) would not en-

‘able me to hear the necessary 2xpenscs. - About three years ago, some

j ersons understanding the avidity, with whieh gkeletons of this: kind were

‘sought after in Europe, and believing a complete skeleton of the mam-
_ mioth might be procured; aud that it would sell well in-Europe.  After

several exertions to obtain what might be necessary-to exrry my ohjeet in~

. to exeeution, 1 gecordingly progeeded.to Big Bena Lick,-.and with a few

" hands, such as my trifling resources wonld permit, commenced my re-
searches, when the agent of David-Rogs of Yirginia, who owns the tract of
1and, forhid my proceeding further.  Since which-time Ihave endeavouar-
ed by every means which my. contracted situation enables me, to procure
liberty to prosecute my search.

" Big Bone Lick was formerly a salt 1narsh—Salt is made-there at pres-
ent—we_generally dug through severaj layers of smallhones.in astiff biue
élay,sucﬁs deer, elk, buftilo and bear ‘bones, in great numbers, many
-of them mueh broken, below which was a strata of gravel and.salt water,

" in which we found the large bones, some nearly 11 feet deep in-the ground
though they were found upon the surface.

The lrge bones were not found reguldyly conneeted together as those
of a carcass which has been.eonsumed by time without disturbanee, and

T was led toform strong suspicions that the caveasses of the large animals

were preyed npon and-the benes seattered heve and there—Iam so firm-

Iy persuatled that large, nay, ulmost any.gnantity of the. teeth bones and

tusks may be proeured,.that I have long entertained a-sangaine hope ot

‘bettering my cireumstanees by procuring-skeletans, provided 1 could ob-

tain permission tg prosecate my,search; perhaps it-may be in the power

of yourlearned body, 2o procure me this permission, and if the society,
would wish collections of the hones of these non-descripts for their awn
nse, I would undentike to superintend the-colleetion and forward it to

Philadelphia, or elsewhere, for.such compensation as the ‘Scciety should

think proper to allow me for my trouble, and.quitting my business during

the time of the work. 1 spentabout four weeks in my former vesearch,

.with 6 and sometimes 8 hands.-and 1 think with 10 or 12 hands, who must

be found with vietuals and liguor, I could completely search the whole

lick. The expensz would e about B1 25 cach man perday: we could
take provisions from this town, -or 1xke a hunter to:kill for.us. T have
now, respected sir, given all-the infrrmation thagsuggests itself, and have
mentiened the place where the eolloction is:to he made, and the best
method to pursze. With sincere wishes, that:the Society may prosper,
and that you may long continue your labors for the-benefit of your coun,
try, Tam, ' i

. With sincererespeet, your friend,

WILLLAM GOFORTH.
JTHOMASB YEFTERSON, ESQ. - .

g :\:‘z] KENTUCKY river is a large. and-important water of the state
of the same name. . ¥t heads in the Cumberland monntains, entwining
xrith the, waters of Licking and Sandy rivers on the one band, and Dick’
river, its western branch, with those of Cumberland on the other.. -
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FRANKFORT, the seatof government for the state of Kentucky, is situ-
atéd on the east sideof Kentacky river, about 60 miles from its mouth —
Lt eontains about 130:houses, three printing offices, one bookstore; a cirets-
lating library, and book bindery; 18 mercantile stores, a state bauk es’
tablished in the fall of 1807. 'Llre state legislature meet here annually,
and sit during the winter months. -T'he town is improving fast‘in: build-
ings, manufxctories, &ei o i

T'here have been a uumber of vessels of burdér built here and freighted
with the produce of the country, to New-Urleans, West India islands, &e.”
A fow milésabove Frankfort, on the Kentueky river,-are two consider--
able: Vineyards; which-are Tikely to prove successful in the manufactory”
of good wine. ) ) . . .

Frankiort is seated-on a flat or plainyunder a considerable hill to the
N. B. while the‘Kentueky river runs aroand it t6 the-8: V. in the form
of a half moon. * Part of.the pliin tothe N. 'W. of thé town, is subject to
inundation, and consequently not built on. It used to be a stagnant pond,
but gencral Wilkinson, when stationed at Frankfort, about the year
1705-6, dug ditches through ity and drained it of its noxious efluvia ;. the
same pracuce has been eontinued by thie inhabitants, and the health of
the citizens- preserved: ‘The river at Frapkfort has- an appearunce of
having left its old bed, which inay bave ran throdgh a pled vatley or
glen (uow'it fine meadow) between the hill back of Frankivrt and that
whose point comes to the iiver just delow towny and obliguely opposite
thé hill on the S. W. side of the river, where the fracture by sowme great
ennvulsion of nature may have taken place; - This conjecture. is formed
from a stight view of the place, we leae’the Hrpothesis for further exari-
fiation by natuvalists. Onthe S. W. side of the river, opposite the upper
end of the town,. is an- extensive bottom, called South Frankfors. Itis °
pot yet built on. L

The river at Frankfort is narcow, with bold banks of lmestone rack
altiirably ealculated for building, ranning in horizontul veins of from 6

adatlyls 4 ek ise-50 feot nermendicularin 2%

e bridge now erecting a ——
ommeree of the towri. Tt is building onthe plan of judge Finley’s chain-
&iidge ; will cost about'25,0004I0lkus, is 3544 feet span, having one pier
in.the middie of the river, 65 feet in height ; whole length about 700 feet,
and. 18 hroad. The two ‘chains sor this bridge were made at Pittsburgh,
by Mi. Thomas Hazleton, and weigh about 12 tons, of inch aund a balf
square bar. Mueh diffienity has'been experienced in getting a founda-
tion for-the western abutiaent, avising from a kind of guick-sand and wa-
ter rushing in at the bottom upon the workmen as fast as they could dis-
charge them.at top, with pumps and buckets worked night and day.

Frankfort has a well condneted penitentiary, in whieh the criminals of
the state, work At varions mechanical ‘branches, and at labor, during the
term of their confinement. 1 'saw a variety of handsome stone and mar-
ble work in the yard, among which, some clegantly wrought tombs were
the most conspicuous.  The marble slabs are very handsome, having va-
riegated veins running through them, and which bear a high and beauti-
ful polish; these are brought from a marble quarry 25 or 30 miles dis-
tance. : .

Messys. Tlanter & Instone, have recently got into operation in Frank-
fort an extensive bagging manufactory, in” which ahout 25 hands, black-
men and boys, ave busily engaged; spinning, weaving, &e. At the end of
this and immediately on the bank of the river, the same gentlemen have
erected a large ware-house for the storage of goods, which centre here
tvom- differeut parts of the staté, to descend the Kentucky river to the -
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Ghio. A bagging manufactory was burnt down at Frankfort shout twelve.

months ago, by design,. it was conjectired. :

An extensive rope walk was erecting (Sept. 1810? at the edge of the..
town, ealeulated todo business largely. . Asid a'steara boat; that is, a large’
koat to be propelled by the power of steam, was on the stocks a little a-.
hove town. She is infended for the trade’of the Ohio and Mississippi,
rivers. .

"The buildings of Frankfort are principally of brick, and of a handsome
style. The state house is a large three story stone Luiiding, and standsin
the middle of a large yard, and like too many pudlic things, appears much
neglected for want of repairs-and cleanliness. The new bavk is & hand-
some brick building, and stands ig range with the new bridge and the
state house. )

A mile below Fraukfort there is 2 saw and grist mill in the river, which,

- in low water does 2 good deal of business, but it is nct-urcommon to see

it completely covered by the Boods of the river, to withstand which it has .
no reof and is open on all sides, and heavily loaded down on.the corners

«ud in the middle of the trame at top, with piles.of stones. The mill is.
owned by a My, Hawkins. Boats pass it through a chute, by lifting a few

boards at its head, which when replaced, form a dum for the mill,

With some difficulty the Kentucky river can be navigated from Frank-
fort with light fiat bottomed boats to the Chio, in the lowest stages of the
water, but tor aliout eight months ia the year the navigation is very good,

Two miles below Frankfort there is a bank of fine white sand thrown.
4p by theriver, said to be well exlenlated for the manufacture of glass.—.
ir Greenup, former governor of Kentucky, bas it in contemplation, it is.
said, ta establish a glass house at or near this place ; and the establishment
of a brew house is talked of by the citizens of the town. Thus go on the
‘mprovements of the interior America, whose inhalitants begin to feel
sl act like the eitizens of an independent nation, possessmg an eg-

ent of econtry capable of produeing, from the luxury of its sg;l "J‘dﬁﬁf’ v
riety of elimate, evepy thing whicls tuglo saapc ke @ PCUPRIE oY ot
Seelependint oF all the vensmous corabinations of maddened Earepe. |

Boorshoroagh is about 80 miles ahove Frunkfort. ' This town takes its.
rame from Daniel Boon, the first settler of the state, and whoe first enter-
sd ity in company with John Finley, John Stewart, Joseph Holder, J ames
Moray and' Williar Cool, on the 7th June, 1769, having set out for this
purpese from North Carolina the first of the preceding May; Boon and
others began to build a fort heve at 2 sait lick, 60 yards from the south
bank of the river, on the first of April, 1775, to which they gave the name
of fort Boensborongh, and which oceupied them to complete it until the
1ith June following, kaving been frequently interrupted by the Indians,
vho began to feel jealous of this intiusion of the whites, and determined
to prevent the erseiion of forts, and punish with death the intruders. A
sircumstases which cnalled Boon to maintain his stand in this fort against
amamerois aud barborous. enemy, amidst an howling and savage wilder-.
aess, far removed fiom any possible suecor, and which so strongly bears
die mark of a kind and ever watehful Providence, that T think no reader
will lament the being made acquainted with it: Shortly after the crec-
tinn of this furt, Boon remaved to it his family. from’ Clinch, (where he
had left it in 1773, moving from his farm on the Yadkin in North Caroli- .
na, to which hie had refurned for this purpose in 1772) ¢ where,” says he,
“we arrived sufe, my wife and daughters, being the first white women
that ever stood on the banks of the Kentucky river.” ~ Five fanilics from .
North Caroltng, and 40 men from Powel’s Valley, joined Boon on his
rzmoval to Kentucky. After several blecdy onsets of the savages against
ot Boonsborough, in 1775-6-7, in which they were always repulsed,
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they formed a plan by uniting their forces, to storm the garrison, and
slay every man, woman and child in it.

Boon, while making salt at the Blue Licks, in January 1778, was, with
97 of-his men, taken prisoners by a party of 102 Indiuns, who were on -
their march to attack his fort. Boon himself was taken while: hunting~
meat for his men, and capitulated with the Indians for their surrcnder,
and on approaching the spot where they were at work, he gave them -
signs at a distance not to lift arms. From hence Boon and his compan-*
ions were taken prisoners to Old Chilicothe, the prineipal Indian town on

" Little Miami, where they arrived 18th February. On the 10th Mareh”
following, he and 10 of his men were couducted by 40 Indians to Detroit,
where they arrived on the 50th same month, and were well treated by
governor Hamilton, the British commander at that post, as theyhad also -
been on their march by the Indians, agreeably to the conditions'of Boon’s~
capitulation. The Indians had got atizched to Boon while a prisoner,
and would on no condition either sell him to the British officers, some of
whom generously and humanely offered 100 pounds sterling for him, in
order that he might retura home at liberty nor would they leave him s
prisoner among the rest of his companions at Detroit. “They took him
back with them to Old- Chilicothe, agrin, where they arrived 25th April
following. ¢ Here I was adopted™ says Boon “into the family of a chief
as a son, which is their eustom, and permitted to hunt and spend my time
as Ipleasedr .In June following they took me to Sciota salt-springs, wheve |
we continued making salt for 10 days, Ou our return to Old Chilicothe,”
1 was alarmed to see 450 Indians; the choicest of their warriors, puinted
and armed in a fearful manner, and ready asJ found out, to march against*
Boonsborough. I now deétermined-to make my escape the fivst opportu.’
nity ; there-was no time to be lost.  Ou the 16th, before sunrise, T got off-
in the most secret manner, and on the 20th arrived at Boonsborough, a
distance of 160 miles, travelling which T had but one meal. I found our
fort in a bad state, all hands were now ‘engaged earnestly in repairing and
fortifying itin the best manner-possible, for the impending blow of the en-
emy, whose arrival we expectedidaily."- Sometime previous to my cap-
ture a reinforcement of 45 men arrived from North Carolina, and colonel
Bowman with 100 men from Virginia, and"iotwithstanding we had lost
some in killed and others wounded, we considirerd gurselves pretty strong,
ond felt determined to brave all dangers. We were in waiting for the’
enemy, when we got information 'that ‘they had postponed their mareh
two weeks, in . consequence of my escape from them -at*Old Chilicothe.
In the mean time we had several skirmishes with small pertics of In-
drans. On the 8th August, however, the ferccious Indian army arrived,
444 in number, under the “‘command “of captain Duquesne, 11" other
Frenchmen;-and some of their own chiefs, and marehed up within: view
of ‘our fort; with British ‘and French co'ors fiying. - They halted and des-
patched 4 summons to me, in his Britannic majesty’s name; to surrenider-,
the fort. "~ To this I'returned for:answer, that I wanted two days to con~-
sider onit; which was granted. i :

It was now a critical time ‘with us,;: 'We were'a small number in_the
garrison~—a powerfal, eruel, and savage army before our stockaded fort, ©
whose appearance proclaimed inevitible death, and even ¢his was profer-
sble .to captivity. It was’ soon unanimously determined, that we would "
maintain -our garrison;, nor yield it short of death. ~We immediately be- -
gan to collect-what of~our borses and cattle we ‘conld, and bring them
through the posterns into the fort.  On the eveping of the 9th, I returned
answer, that we were determined to defend ourfort while 2a man was I'v-:
ing— Now,” said I to their commander who stood attentively hearing »
my sentiments,  we laugh atall yourformidable preparations: but thagk>

e . .
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vou for giving us notice, and time to prepace; youx efvrss will nat pre-
vail ; our gates shall ever deny you admittance.”” Whether this saswer
affected their courage or naf, I cannot tell, but eontrary to cur expecta-
tions they formed a scheme to deceive us, declaving it wastheir arders from
governor Hamilton to take us captives: but if nine of us would come out
and treat with them, they would immediately withdraw their forces, and
return horee peaceably.  The sound of this proposition was grateful te~
our ears, and we agreed to the proposal. )

‘We held the treaty within 60 yards of the garrison, fearing that treach.
ery was at the bottom of this manceuvre : the articles were formaliy a-
greed to and signed ; and the Indians told us it was customury with them,
on such occasions, for two Indians to shake hands with every white man
in the treaty, asan evidence of entire friendship; we agreed to this also,
but were soon convinced they were. determined to take us prisoners.
They immediately, grappled us: and althengh surrounded by hundreds of
.savages, we extricated ourselves from them, and got into the garrison all
safe, one man excepted, who was wounded through a very heavey fire
from the army. A furious attack was now made on us from all sides;
and a constant heavy fire continued between us day and night for nise
days, during which they attempted to undermine our fort—we began =z..
eountermine, which they discovered, and in consequenee quit this project.
They now began to be convineed that neither their stratagems nor supe-
vior force was likely to overcome us,.and’'on the 20th August, they raised
the siege and departed.

During this siege, which threatened deathin every form, we had 2 men
killed and 4 wounded, besides.a number of cattle.  We killed of the ene-
my 37 and wounded a great number. -After the baitle was over, we
picked up 1251bs of bullets, besides what stuck in the logs of our fort.”

Boow’s Nuarrative.

Duripg Boon’s captivity with the Indians, his wife, distressed, and be-
lieving her husband killed, conveyed hersel and family with her goods.on
horses through the wilderuess, beset with dangers,.to-her father’s housc
in North Carolina.—After the siege against his fort was over, he went
for his family a secand time, and brought them: back and scttled them a-
gain in Boonsborongh.—Thus the difficulties of settling a new and savage
country, intg which every step scerns stained with blood, cruelty and dis-
teess.  In which, hewever, how gratefu} to mark the aets of a kind and
protecting Providente, ever watchful of the virtuous and brave.

Danvidle and Szomfurd ave situated on Dick’s river, the westein branch
of the Kentueky, a little sbove the fork.  Versuiiles, Petersburgh and
Harrodsburgh sre below Danville; Georgalowniis on North Eikhorn,
' which empties in below Frankfort; JMadisirn lics a few miles soath of
Boonsborongh. Franklinuville.is near .the head of the north-eastern
branch. A Fineyard was established by an extensive vine company on
the Kentucky river some distanec above Frankfort, in the years 1798=9.
¥t has not succeeded. to expectation. The Kentncky river possesses &
number of other thriving towns and villages, and many tributary streams,
mills, &e. and after winding 200 miles through a most fertile eonntry, va-
ried by hiils and vales, furms and fine settlernents, running the first 60
miles nearly a west course, then turning to nearly a due north direction,
enters the Ohio with 2 mouth 200.yards wide, in lat. - 38° 40" north. Tt
is a crooked river, navigable for 150 miles, and bas banks.so curiously
formed that they may be reckoned among the natural curiosities of the
country. In these the astonished eve beholds from 260 to 500 feet of a
solid perpendicular rock of limestone, and in other places a fine white
and variegnted marble, curiously chequered with strata of amazing regu-
Iarity. This character of bank, accompanies Dick’s river alsq,.and they -
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have something the appearance of deep artificial canals, but they ave not
aniformly -high on both sides, . at Frankfort- forinstance, just above the
town and at the road side, while the precipice on the east side is between
200 and. 500¥eet of a perpendicular mass of limestone, finely marked by
horizontal strata of different thicknesses, that on the west isnot higher -
than wafficierit to bound the foods.ofthe river. - SN

{r) MISTLETOE, or Visoum i botany, a-genus-of ts of the
class dizecia ortetrandriy; andin the nataral system arran under the
48th order aggregate. The male calyx quadripartite; the anther ad-
hereto-the calyx ; the female calyx consists of four leaves; thereis np
style; the stigma is obtuse; thereis no corolla; the fruitis a berry with:
ape seed ; there arenine species ; only-one:of which'is a native o Bri~
tain, viz. the.album or cominon mistletoe : it is a shrub growing on the
branches ofseveral trees; the leaves are conjugate and elliptical, the
stern forked, the flowers whitish+in the ale of the.leaves.—This plant
was reckoned sacred among the: Druids—Esicyclopedia,  article Vie--
SHM.. : : :

Darwin says of this plant, g o
«“QOh! stay, bright habitant of air, alight,- . . . ¢
Ambitious visca, from thy angel-flight!- [
-~—Scorning the sordid soil, aloft she springs, )

" Shakes her white plume, and claps her golden wings;
High o’er the-fields of boundi¢ss:-ether roves, :
And seeks amid the clonds her soaring loves!””

o a note he observes, © This plantnevergrowsupon the ground; the-
foliage is ycllow,. and the berries milk ‘white:; thedberries are so viscious
as to serve for bird-lime, and when they .fadl; adhere to the branches of
the trée on-which the plant grows, and strike root into its bark, or are
carr;ad to distant trees by birds.—Botanic-Garden, Loves of the £lantsys
poar, svo. A e e R

- "T'his curious plant, this.dwarf-tiee of trees, is'sometimes met with in -
Pennsylvania, ‘Ohio, Kentueky, and other states of the union, but on the. -
tbwer part of the river Oldio, and along the Mississippi, ‘it becomes quite -
donspicuous, especially in winter, when the. trees have lost their foliage,
the miistletoe being an evergreen, it appears on the branches in clusters,
having biit a short, thiek, compact, bushy growth, with a stiong oval form- -
ed small green leaf. 'The bérry-is-a transparent «white fruity: but-how-
ynany seeds it contains I know not—the birds transplant the seeds from.
tree to tree, on-domestic as well as trees of the fovest. = How.Mr. Ellicot:
lasses this plant with the wines, T am. at a loss to. understand. Heis
equally under a mistake by’ saying.the long.moss, {tillandsia usneaide'szf
is not conneeted, iike the mistietoe, with the trees on whiich it hangs*
It takes root in the same manner as does the . mistietoe, i the erevioes -
ar fissaves of the bark 'on the limbs of the trees; ‘one root of which how-
éver, sustains such' quantities of the hanging moss, that a superficial ob-
server might very readily beled into a mistaké, and suppose, a3 Mr. El-
Yicot has done, that it had noroot, no.adhicsion or connection with the
tree or which it is suspendéd.in loose drapery: T examined the mossmy-: .
solf, and found it rooted to the limbs of the trees as stated. And'farther
discovered that it flowers annually, and bears a very deli¢ate pod-half an -
ineh or three quarters. long, full "of -small seeds.. "The mistletoe. posses- -

% Be bis Jourasl, pages 285 2882

[



236 APPENDIX.

ses valusble medicinal qualities; and is'sometimes made use of for fe-.
male. cattle.

‘ GREEN River is a valuable water.of Kentuacky, has a gentle:
cng:gn:,‘,;naﬁgable about 150 miles, and after winding through a most.
fertile country 200 miles,. it ‘enters the Ohio with a mouth 200 yards--
wide. The country on this river is said to afford better range for cattle
and hogs than any other partof Kentucky. . It also produces the grape
in great abundance, and of a fine ftavor, such as would yneld a good wine.
in great quantities if properly managed. Many of the inhabitants make
their own wine from them, and could, if encouraged, make for exporta-
tion to other parts of the United States. Near th}S river there are thre_e
ponds of bitumen, forming one general reservoir, which when used in.-
lamps answers the purpose of the best oil. = Salt-petre is made on this ri-
ver from the earth collected out of the caves, with which the country.
abounds. - It is so strongly impregnated with nitric particles, th:}t itsyield
of this valuable article of natural wealth and independence is immense.
The whole state of Kentucky is famous for its nitric caves, and for the,
manufacture of salt-petre, making about SO_0,000Ibs. anm_mlly. Green
river abounds with salt licks, from some of which much salt.is made every

ear. The principal southern branches of Green river are, first from
the mouth, Muddy or Pond river, Great Barren river, whose heads
entwine with the waters of Ctimberldind river ; Little Bdrren river,
between which, Great Barren river,-and Green river, are what is called :
the Great Barrens ; and Russel’s creek a few miles above Little Bar-
ren river. Its northern branches are first, Panther ereek, Rough creek,
which heads at a spring called Mary’s Grove ; and Nolin’s creek, besides -
50-other smaller ‘strearns and their branches, and finally heads within a.
few miles of Stanford and the Crab Orchard or Ducks fork of Kentucky
river, running generally a western course to a north-western, in which
Tist directiop it enters the Ohio, in about 87°'47/ N. Iat.

[#] THE Wabash is a beautiful river, with high and upright banks
Yess subjeet to overflow than any. other river (the Ohio excepted) in this
part of the United States. Itis about 270 yards wide at its mouth, and .
1s navigable to Ouiatanon, 412 miles, with keels and boats drawing about
three feet water. Abave this, in swells, boats ascend it 197 miles] further
to the Miami carrying place, nine miles from: the Miami willage of lake.
Erie. The Wabash hias a gentlé carrent to foit Ouiatanon, a few rapids -

- excepted, some of which are’considerable, both above and below that
fort.. A part of the river for three miles, and 30 below the carrying,
place, is 50 narrow that setting. poles have to be used instead of oars;
when oars are applied, which is not often. the case on this and similar ri-
vers. The land on the Wabashis remarkable fertile, with extensive na-
tural meadows or prairies an: many parts -of it; covered with long grass,:
affording fine rangesfor immense herds of cattle. Almost every kind of-
timber grows here in abundance, large and fide.  A-silver mine was dis-. .
covered 28 miles above Ouiatanon a few years ago, and a.rich conper -
mine also on this river; but we have not heard any thing more about them
Tately.  The Wabash abounds in salt springs, the hills with coal, and the
river with fish. Limestone, blue, white and yellow clays abound. Hemp.
grows spontaneously on the bottoms, snd grapes in great abundance, ,
having a black thin skin, from which an excellent red wine is made by
the inhabitants for their own consumption. Hops and 2!l Kkinds of fiuit.
titrive well here. As early as the year 1775, the French had two esta.
blishments-on the Wabasty called Post Vincent, and Ouiatanon, the ficstz
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150 miles and ‘the other 262 ‘miles from. its mouth. VINCENXES as we
now call it, was the seat of government for Indiana Territory ; considerae
ble improvements have been made in and about the town, butits prox-
ity to thie incursions of the savages has vetarded its progressuiuch, and:
also the settlement of the country. Vinceanés is sitnated on the east:
bank of the Wabash, in lat. 38° 43% north; about 8 miles east of the line
hetween Indiana sfate and Hinols territory, and wus the residence of the
governor aud secretary, ‘Che country around the town is open, pleasant
and fertile, prospect fine and extensive, and ag soon as the Indians ean be
rendered harmless, this will heconie one of the finest parts for settle.
ment in the western country,  The land. is high, fertile, and “healthful,
with numerous limped sweams. and fine springs,—Mill seatsand farming
grounds convenient to each other, an unhounded and excellent range for
cattle, hogs, horses, and sheep. This partieularly is the character of
what is called the New Purchase; which is now surveying,.and lies a.
considerable distance above Vincennes.

The principal branches.of the Wabash ave first on the west side, the
Little Wabash, abgut 20-miles from the Oblo, Fex and Unibra rivers..
On the east side, are the Potoko, and YWhite rivers, which enter Wwith-.
in two miles of each other; and Deshe river, one of whose branches
approches close to. Vineennes by a Jong lake or spring. - At the mouth
of Deshe river is the 3d rapid, the sceond Grand Rapid is.sbcut three
miles above White river, and the Grand Chain is about 20 miles below
Fox river, heiug the three principal vapids between the Ohioand Vin-
eennes.  The Wabash, heyond the branehes mentioned, has a number
of others, the ¥ermillion, Rock, Eel, Little, Muddy, Hiil’s, Brush or
Northi branch, and Tippacavoe rivers, On this fast river, and near where
it joins Bel river, is the Prophet’s tow;. now famons in the annals of our
Iodian wars for 2 desperate battle fonght here by the American troops -
ander governor Harrison, and ' the Indians nuder Tecumsch, brother to:
the prophet. ‘It was: seareely 4 victory tothe Aericavs, though theye.
howavers a edPorate AUphPRaTn 0 puc o Might the Todiun, Tt was
fore day light by the tomahawking, séalping and‘ treacherous” enemy,®
and while many of oir men were yet without arms-in their hands. The.
br wery of our froops on this oceasion, and the intrepidity and gencralship
oftheir commanders, have gained them laurels of a Jong standing, and per-
haps no one’s death.in that battle has been more justly{iamax\ted than that
of Col. Owen of Shelly, and €ol. Bavies of Lexington, K. the lptter not
more brilliant for his talents at the bar, than for kis bravery in the field.
‘This engngement, now known by the narae of the Tippacance Baztle,
took place at 4 o’clock on the morning of the 7th Nov. 1811, The Ame.
fican troops were about 800:in number, their killed.and womnded about
160. T'he number-of the Indians were about 700,, killed and wounded
not known, ) ) '

In 1792 Vincennes-had abont 1500 souls, principaily Fronch. Tt has:
less at this time. The fort stands on tie same side of the river with the -
fown, and generally has a major’s eommand.’ 1t possesses 4 small biass
pizees, beside otherardnunce.  Fort Harrisen is about ‘66 miles abeve .
Vineennes, built by governor Harrison daring his expedition against the
Prophet’s town, aiready mentioned. The‘lfniced States have-a tract of

Rm—

* The. Indians had. promised the- preceding evening, that the next
morning they would szud in. s-whiteflag to governce Harrison to treat for
peace in.consequence our troops were vather thrown off their guard, and:
the desperate attack was unexpected. ’
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Fand for a fort just below the Prophet’s town, and alittle shove fort Gtz
jafanon, and also ut fort Wayne at the head of Little river; and-about..
260 miles N. E. by N. from Vinecunes. Fort Recovery is 120 miles N
F.from Vincennes, onand near the head of the Wabash, which passes
a few miles into the stute of Uhio, and ends within about six miles of the
Big Miumni. A range of high land begies. between:lakes Huron and Mi-
chigan,. ranning nearly a 8.3V éourse, crossing the upper part of the li-
Tinois territory diagonally, and ends at the Kaskuaskia. viver, opposite Ca-
hokia, on the Mississippi, forming a dividing ground beuwceen the waters
of the Ulinois, and lake Michigan, from those of luke Eirie and the Wa-
basiy, Tl eourse of the Wabash isfrom.S. W. toa'5. direction, though
geunerally very erooked, especially nearits mouth. -

The junction of the Wabash with the Ohio, forms a handsome site for
« town, and though sulject more or-ess to-inundatienin Ligh floods, we
shouid net be surprised-that ere long, it becomes- a pieeer of business,
erowded ‘with houses, and with +¢the busy hum ofmen.” Leveeing would
reader i fres feom the waters, and perfectly sate tothe inhabitants, The
easy canummication to the Jakes, the vast and fertile country it com-
maads, together with the advantages of the trade of the Ohio, all tunid to
corroborate the opinion here suggested.

[u]- Up the Saline river about 127 miles from the Ohin, are extensive
salt works possessed by the United States, leased out under such regula-
tinas as to enuble the lussees to sl the salt at the works for about 70
cents per bushel. The works yvield about- 150,000 bushels anpually, and *~
it is theught, were they worked 16.the extent of their capacity, a much

reater quantity could be produced—Mujor. Jumes Morrison -and Mr.
Charles Wilkins of Lexingtan; and others, arc'the present lessees.

At, and in the neighborhood of these woris,: is. to be found fragments
of ancient.pottery of an uncoammon large size, large enough it is stated,
to fit the buige of a hogshead, and thick in proportion.  On Goose creek
m-ientucky, and in-many other parts, in the neighborhood of salt spring
tiewlarly, similar framnents AL g

e - i in. Thisis by no means
i.uprobable, some pots of a similar eomposition but of « smail kind for
cooking, ave still found inuse among many of the tribes of Aimeriean In:
diang, both nerthern aund southern. 'The Chocktaws and Chickasaws
abour Natchez, are frequently seen- with pots of this:composition, aarry-
ing about with them from camp to eamp. in which they boil their hom.
mony and other victals. "I procaged a smull pot of this kind from the
Ciwcktaw Indians at Nutchez, and by way of eiriosity, when' I retarned
to Pennsylvania i the swmmer 1802, deposited it in Péale’s museum in
Philaielphin, for the inspection of the cuvieus, and that it might be com-
pavedi with the manufacture of othew nations in vurious patts of the world,
of which: M. Feale has many sorts in wood, stone, and the Kind here
spoken of. When: in Kentucky in the yeur 1810, I got 8 very ancient pot
of this wave,thut had been found buried in tlie sand of a sult-petre cave:
at the head of Licking river. It was of the same character in composi-
tion, shape and puipose,. for whiclh it had been made, viz. forthe fire, as
thut got of the Chocktaws at Natchéz,  Itbeing very old aud tender, the
composition. was easily seenby erumbling picees of it:between the fingers.
Pounded shells, sand, and clay, appear to be the component parts of this
ware ; it does not seem as i it had been turned on a laithe, though nearly’
as regalar as:if it had the advantage of - that: operation 3 the ‘manneriof
buarsing it, I was told by a-white woman in huabits of intimacy with the
Chockraws, isas follows: The pot when.formed and sun-dried is put in
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fhe centre of 2 ring of five, at such 2 distance as atfirst to gently warm.it
throughout, and s it gets able to bear more heat, the five is nuoved in
gradvally tothe centre, and inereased; and when the pot is thought suf
ficiently hot, itis then covered -over with embers, ‘coals and fire, and so
eontinued baking until it for use, the'length of time it takes to hurn be-
ing known only by expevience and is governed by the size and thickness
of the vessel. It may be nsked wheve shells are got by, the Indians for
this 1anufieture v AL isanswered.that vast banks of opster shells are fowusd
in egin, many miles i lengtht; and also 8 bank 1o the Mississippi ter-
ritovy about 130 miles from Nutehez, and which is crossed on the road
from that place to Nashvitle. The length and breadth of ¢his bank 'has not
_perhaps been ascertuined, but it s vvidently very extensive.  Quirivers
all afford the musele shell, aud what T was alictle surprized at, a consid<
eruble bed-of sholls was discovered in digging a hole for a saw pita few
yearsago, gt a boat yard at the mouth of Virgiuia Short-ereek, on the
Qhio. Happening to step atthat place a few minutes in L806; thissbed
of shells was thrown into wuy view accidently, and T pigked up some of
she pieces, to examine swwhat kind they were, but.conld seareely deter-
mine, not having thne to dig down amang them, and those on the surface
being finely broken to picees. -1 rather concleded,showeyer, they -weve
of the opster kind. It is possible they inay be the musele shell, cotieeted
perhaps by the Indisns { the parpese off making thelr ware—T. couid
avish.some person would. take the trouble to stopat that place, cxamine
and determine this point, merely 8 it interests the natural history of our
interesting country. 11 mistake not, this bed o shutls Is just below o
Fiouse alove the bridge across Shortiereck, and immediately - onpthe bank
of the river, 8 miles abive Wheeling, - Even admitting (the natives had
10 shells, thereware kinda of limestone, burnt 1o «-certain -degree, and
ponnded, wlhiieh would answer, masy probubly, for the aanuficture of
#iiis Tndian ware, Frapments of this ware Istound in all puts of the Uni-
ted States. . Lrecolleet when a boy in New Jersey, of pieking up preces of
it in oldficlds, together with avrow. points, &e.intl was thin teld they
were uade by the Welsh, Whether this waress o be.put. to the accoust

-and genius of the peaple wlio originated and deft Yor wuadmiration the
~xeraains of their fovtifications, mounds, fe. or whether confined -inits
- arigin 10 the present aborigines of America, % a.question yet 16 begaived
“by philosophiers. antiantiquatians. *The lutter may Tuve stolen the wrt
~from the formery oF it may have been bronght luto existence by them
from pure necessity.  Forit s bighly. peasianable the first weve # diffe-
~went people frot the present, in ananuers, ewstorus, and in the know-
ledge.of -arts, sciences,dve. and votnmlikily, wuade totally. extinet, by
some law or vule of pature with which we are unsequainted, long beiore
‘the present rce of natives hal & footing in the land,-some, though well
knowndor tlic . eorrect mamier in which they keep the records of their
own nations'for genemtions and. even centaries, yet have rio teadition by
sehich they can inform us.af the people whose. sucient and very curious
remains ave discoversd 4w all paits of the United: States, gnd-who st
probably, were more numercus:than the whole of: their ‘present popula-
tion, ineluding savage anrl-civilized.  Theses however, ave speculations,
whose truths may be better known a céntury hienee than atpresent. That
swhich throws ashade ou vue sile pf the picture, time, may -cast light on
the ather. ' . - ST :
" T haveheard of the ware on (inose ereek spoken: of throtigh several
ehaunels. ~ A gentlemaniof Chilicothe assured me that there had been
~ane large-kettle found entire, on that ereck, and which was dng upfrom
Gnderthe, roots ofa large teesthat had fallen by the wind, - And that it
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was not uneonunon-to fad them innumbers, when digging for salt at that
‘place. The circumstance of theii being found entire under ground, and
large trees growing over diem, is a mdﬁ; of great antignity, and of either
cunning ov ceonomy of these who made use of then. . Most vanguished
mnations either hide or dustray what they are obliged to leave hehind, and
1 would seem this had been stiictly performed with these immovenble
Tndian salt kettles, as they are ealled, not only the better to deprive the
invading enemy the nse of those alvendy made, buttokeep them igne-
rant uls6 of the method of making others.

Cw]l CUMBERLAND, walled by the Indians Shawanee, and by the
‘French Shavoran, is a large winding viver, partly of Keutacky and part-
1y of Tennessee. It heads i the Cuniberlaud mountgus, not far from the
head of Diek’s river onthe one hand,.and Clinel and Powel’s rivers on
the .other, separited from the latter rivers b): thq Cumberland moun.
tains. 1% is navigable toi large vessels to Nashville, tirom thence for thase
of a less size to Jbed’s river, and above this river for periogues many
miles, being navigable without interraption for ebeat 300 miles from the
Ohio. . )

The fust town as we aceend the Cumberland, is Eddyville, about 45
miles from the Ohio. It is a post town of Kentucky, and is enlivened
with business by the industricus and enterprising” talents of eol. Mathew
Lyon, who has putinto operation a wool and cotton carding machine, a
paper mill put into motion: by oxen; he has lately erected a distillery for
whiskey. M. Lyon buiit severai United ‘b‘tatvs’ gunboats here, and is
constantly building barges aud other boats for the rivers.  He has a barge
sonducted by one of his sons, ruuning up and down to New-Orleans, car-
rying l:ﬁ tg:e produce of that river, and returning with coffee, sugar,
rice, &c. &e. B

P;:Jmira, a small village 50 miles above Eddyville, is sithated on the
Cumberland riverin Montgomery county, Ken, )

Clarksville is situated st the fork where red river joins the Cumberland,
a few mites above the line between Kentueky and Tenaessee. :

- WASHVILLE, s handspmely situated on the south side of the river, about
190 miles by water, and 140 by land from its mouth, 200 from Lexing.
“ton, and 180 west from Enoxville. . The town stauds ou a high cliff of
rocks, 260 feet above the-level of theviver, and commands a fine view
of a pieturesque country aronnd it.  Mashrille is in Mero distriet, David-
son county, was the seat of government for the state of Tennessee, and is
in a flourishing state of improvement.  Tthas a respectuble banking com-
pany ; a ootton manufictory by Geo, Poyzers, and Mr. Sturap and his fa-
mily have a rope wallt, a powder mill, and a cotton gin,all in handsoine
operation. W, Carroll & Co.-in counection with Mr. Cowan of Pitts-
burgh, {18107 have a nail manufactory, and an extensive ironmongery
store. d the eitizens generally are turiing their attention to the esta-
blishment of such manufactares as will tend to render them independent
aud happy, in spite of wars, and the impudence, wickedness and aggres.
sions of foreign nations, either of the English, French, Tartars, Moguls,
or any other party-colored race upon carth.
Nashville contains about 208 houses, some of which are large and ele-
gant buildings of ‘brick; it has an academy, 2 chwrches, a court-house,
“jaily Ste. The town is said to take its mame from general Franeis Nash,
who felt at the battle of Germantown, Oct. &, 1777, -
. "There is a line of barges constantly running from Nashville to New Or»
Leans] Toaded dowa with the gich produce of Tennessee, and up with su-
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gars, colfee, rice, hides, liquors, dry goods, &e. conducted principally
‘by Mr. Spriggs, a very active am! industrious trader, and from long ha-
bit, among the most expert conductors of a barge of any person on the riv-
er. 'These add facility to-trade and commerce, and give employment to
a number of active, hardy men. Boats conducted by the steam princi-
ple would most probably be more advantageous, and save an immense
maanual labor. The day is not far distant, I hope, when the citizens of
Nashville will see a steam boat winding her course up the Cumberland,
in all the majesty and nobleness of her internal and seereted power, with-
out the assistunce of poles, oars or sails. It wants nothing to do this but
the spirit of beginning. k

Nashville s ih lat. 36° 25m. north, and notwithstanding the changeable
pature of the winter and spring seasous, yet the citizens enjoy good health
generally, cheerful spirits aud independent minds, which the inhabitants
of Tennessee possess to an- eminent degree, being perhaps the best in-
gredients in this most precious of all earthly blessings. Two newspaper
cstablishments issuing weekly papers give curreney to intelligenee, -and
create a love of inguiry, the basis of well informed minds.—Schools are
numerous and under good regulations, and the children shew au ardent
spirit of rivalship, a sure presage of their becoming zealous in the pur~
suits of life, and valuable citizens. The spot where Nashville now
stands was settled by a party under James Robertson, in the year
1780. . :

The Cany fork, which is near 100 yards wide at its mouth, and 120
miles above Nashville, Harpeth, Stone’s, Obed’s and Red rivers, ave
branches of the Cumberland; some of these ave navigable for small erafts
a considerable distance. There are a great number of creeks also, add-
ing thelr waters to the main stream, and which afford fine mill seats,
mesadow and pasture grounds.

Cunberland runs nearly a Y. direction through Lincoln comnty, as far
as Price’s settlement; then S. W. to the line, passing it into T'ennessee,
it makes a bend enclosing Sushmer county, and again touches the line ;
thence S. W. to Nashville, thetice N. W. to Clarksville, where it again
winds 8. W. to Weil’s ereek, thence N. W. by N. to the line hetween
Kentneky and Tennessee, making nearly a half circle from where it
touches the line at the westernpart of Summer, enclosing in this great
southern bend Davidson and Tennesscée connties. From the line at Mar-
tin’s ereek, it rans N. W. thence W. in which last direction it enters the
Ohio, where itis aboat 250 yards broad, in lat. 56° 56m. north.

Cotton, Indigo, corn, whiskey, hogs, horses, cattle, flour, gunpowder,
salt-petre, poultry, bacon, lavd, butter, apples, pork, coarse linen, &e.
are the articles which generally constitute the loading of a boat coming

" out of the Cumberland river, and which are frequently shipped in boats
so badly put together, that it is a matter of surprise how half of them
ever get tomarket. I got eaught in the ice opposite the mouth of Ten-
nessee in the winter of 1811, (February) where happened to be 16 boats
from Tennessee, three of which were sunk and lost, t'vo stove and sunk,
but got afioat again and repaired, five their sides drove in, but repaired be«
fore sunk, and the remainder scarcely escaped from the general wreck,
To be sure, of all enemies we meet with on the Ohio, the ice is the most
formidable and dangerous, but T am of opinion three-fourths of the aeei- -
dents and misfortunes that happen on that river and the Mississippi, arise

" fromthe careless manner of building the eommon flat boats, sometimes
from a bad knotty or rotten plank in the bottom, a weak gunnel of ten.
der wood, or the want of substance and strength in the two or three firgt
planks from the gunnel.—1It is exactly with this business as with eve.
ry thing else man hasany thing tc‘r (\I/g with, he will Bot do better unti
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sad experience compels him. After loosing haif a dozen beats and their
eargoes, he returns home with the determination to examine every plank
in the next, and see to the building them himself, for after getting so
severely whipped, like a child at school, he resolves on paying more
attention to his task in future.

Eag THE Texnessee, (called also the Cherckee river, from a tribe

of Indians of that name baving towns and much land on it) is a long,

crooked, and a very important water of Tennessee state. 1t has been na-
vigated 900 miles from its mouth. The Muscle Shoals begin 250 miles
from the Ohio, and here the river widens from 400 yards, its general
width, to between two and three miles, and continues this breadth for
30 wiles, the length of the Muscle Shoals. Here the channel is.obstructed
with a number of islands, formed by trees and drift wood lodged here by
the floods of the river. In passing these islands, the middle of the widest
intermidiate water is to be navigated, as there it is the deepest. From the
Ghio-to the Muscle Shoals the eurrent is moderate, and high and low
lands are rich, bearing cuks, walnut, sugar trees, hickory, &e. About
180 miles above the Shoals, is the whirl or suck ; here for three miles
the river is confined to 60 yards in breadtb,. by the Cumberland mountain,
through one of whose most southerly ridges it has broken, and.now rush-
es in its narrow boundary with great velocity. Boats aseend it, however,
by towing or cordeiling. Thirty miles ahove the Whirl, is the Shallow
Ford, where the river widens to the breadth of 1200 yards. About 100
miles above the Suck, is the Highwasee river, a S. E. branch, on which
are vast bodies of fine rich land ; above it the country is much broken in-~
10 pine ridges, &e. 50 miles farther up is Clinch river, a N. E. branch,
150 yards wide at its mouth. From Clineh to the Tennessee river it is 20
miles; it comes in from the 8. E. and is 250 yards wide atits mouth. On
this river are the Chata, Talusee, and Chilhowee towns of the Cherokee
and Over-hill Cherokee Indians. The French Bread is 50 miles above the
Tennessee, which, with the latter, are much interrupted in their navi-
gation by rocks. Long ¥sland, whieh is three miles in length, is 130 miles
above the French Broad ; from thence to the soumice of the Cherokee
river, now ealled Holston, is 60 miles, too rocky to be navigated.

The highest point of navigution upan this river is the Tellio blockhouse,
now called South West Point, at the fork formed by the junction of
Clim;l;! with the Tennessee, 900 miles, tuking its meanderings, from its
mouth. .

Knoxvilieis the principal town on this river, it was established by
William Blount, the first governor, and wss for several years the seat
of governroent for the state of Tennesseé. It is situated on a handsome
spot of ground about 15 miles below the junction.of the Holston and the
French Broad, and 35 above South-West Point, in lat.. 35° 55m north.
This part of the state is called East Tennessee, divided from West Teu-
pessee by the Cumberiand mountains, 30 miles broad.  The town has
barracks for 7i}0 men, and a college eslled, Blount eollege, established
by the government of the state. Knoxvilie is about 183 miles east from
Nashville : 200 8. E. by 8. from Frankfort ; 485 V. by 9, of Richmond;
798 3. westerly of Philadelphia, and is the capital of Knox county.

At the head of Lookout Mountain creek, below the Big Suck, is a Che-

- rokee town ; Nickajack town is 30 or 40 miles below it .on the Tennes-
see’; Crowtown 20 miles further down ; all on,the south side ofthe ri-
ver . Creeks’ Crossing place is 15 miles still lower down. ,

Elk river comesin from the north near the upper end of the Muscle
Shoals; a fort was established on this river about 25 years ago, afew miles
above its mouth, Duck river is a considerable branch, entering from the
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north side, about 130 miles below the Muscle Shoals, and 120 from the

jo.

"Fombigbee or Mobile river, heads within:a few miles of the Oceachap-
poriver, a south braneh of the ‘Fennessee, entering a few miles below
the Muscle Shoals. The Coosee and Talapoosee rivers, branches of the
Alabama, itself a part of the Mobile viver, head within a few miles of
Crowtown on the Tennessee, and not tar from the head waters of High-
wasee river, a considerable branch of the Tennessee. From the easy
communication which can be had front thit part of Fennessee above the
Mauscle Shoals, by way of these I3t mentioned branches of the Mobile
river, to the Gulf of Mexico; and‘thence to-any part of the world, it is
not unlikely that the whole of the trade of that'ceuntry may take this
“route in afew years in preference to the one by way of the Ohio and
Mississippi, in which case a distance of not less than fror 800 or 1000
miles would be saved in going to market, and probably a road less peria
lous than is the present. In a direct line from the town'of Mobile on Mo-
bite bay, to the Creeks’ Crossing Place on the Lennesssee, it is not moie
than 240 miles; from the same point on the Tennessee to New Orle-
ans by the present water routé it is 1385 miles. ¥From the Creeks’ Cros-
sing Place to a navigable part of the Coosee viver, itis about 50 miles hy
land; and from the-head of the Musele Shoals to a navigable part of the
Mobile river, itis about 70-miles, over both of which portages a good:
wagon road can be made with ease. : .

Nature herself seems to have formed the great south bend of the Ten--
nessee in a direction best calculated for a short and easy communication
to the Ocean by way of these waters, and if the people do not take ad«
vantage of her kind contrivances, they have nobody to blame but them-
selves,- Commerce, however, finds its own level, makes its own roads,

“and wants nothing but time to-mature system and open communieations,.
which at present seem filled with insurmountable difficulties. Our cour-
try is so vast in its extent, possessing innumerable water courses peculiar-
1y adapted to the easy communieation of one place with another ; a soil
abundantly prolific of every thing that nature and art can produce, or the

- sharpened appetite of man desire; its bowels stored with mines of all the
metals and earths necessary for either a simple or arefincd state of socics
ty, either for a peaceful or a warring nation—Such are the resources that-
Americans have within the boundaries of their own country, and which
Providence hasblessed them with as a peopke, she seems to have set apart
to enjoy that natural and individaal happiness, beyond every other part of
the globe.~ So numerous, I say are our resources, and so rapidly do they
throw themselves into our view, that commerce, orr even speculation it-
self; are scarcely able to keep pace with them, or know which to make
use of first. -

The Tennessee, heading in the Cumberland mountains, runs nearly
W. 8. W. to the mouth of Clinch; Thence S. W. to the Creeks’ Crossing .
Place, a short N. W. bend below the Suck excepted ; thence it winds'
north westerly to the mouth of Oceachappo river; thence nearly due
north to within 40 miles of its mouth; thence north westerly to the Ohio,
which it enters with a mouth nearly 600 vards broad, in lat. 57° 11m.
north. The source of the Tennessee is about - the same parellel of lati-
tude with its mouth, while the most southerly point of the Great Bend is
in the latitude of 34° 18m. making a ‘bend of 2° 58m. or 173 miles south
of an E. & W.line drawn from the source to the mouth of the river.

‘While the Tennessee and its numerous branches furnish a variety of
fine fish, its borders are not less prolific in the cackling turkey, the leap-
ing deer, the surly beay, the dramming pheasant, and the whistling quail
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or partridge, all of whose flesh is as common on the table of a Tennes
sCean; as a potato to an Irishman, a herring toa Scotf:hman, pudding to
an Englishman, soup-magre to a Irenchman, ov rice and gumbo to a
Mississippi creole.  The hills abound with the most Juxuriant growth of
all the various kinds of timber, among. which is the heavenly sugar tree
in abundance, while the hottoms produce the cane, pea and grape-vines,
Virginia and sencea snake roots, ginseng, angeliea, spice wood, plar,
crab apple, sweet anise, ginger, spikenard, wild hops—the glades pro--
duce wild rye, clover, bufialo clover, strawbersies and grape vines. 'L'he
mountaius possess mines of lead, iren, And the Indians say, silver. Caves
of salt-petre are numerous, as are salt springs, coal and sulplur have also
been discovered. From these manifold blessings, with a most healthful
and invigorating  climate, what ean prevent the Tennesseeans from be-~
coming a noble, a genercus, astout and a hardy raee of men, willing to
enjor the liberty they happily possess, and ready at a moment’s warning
to defend it with their life, whenever invaded either by a foreign or do-
inestic enemy.

[¥] THE Tlinois is 2 most valuable river of the Illinois tefritory; It
whids through a finely variegated and fertile country, about 450 miles,.
8 W. generally, receiving as tributaries many large and small streams,
all uniting their watersto the lllinois, and it to the Mississippi, 18 miles
bove the mouth ofthe Missouri, and 33 above St Louis.

The best account I ean find of the Illinois is in the Journal of a Mr.
Patrick Kennedy, who undertook an expedition up this river with several.
coureurs de bois, in the year 1775, from Kaskaskia village, in_search

- of a copper mine. What follows is principally taken from Lis Journal,
_(:;x;'ng the voyage, which terniinated without 2 discovery of their ob-

About 18 milesup the Illinois, on the eastern side, is aviver called by
the natives Macepin or White Potato viver; it is 20 yards wide and na«
vigable to the hills,* nine miles distant. The shore is.low on both sides
—land well timbered, with fine meadows a little distance from the rivers.
the banks of which do not crumble away as those of the Mississippi. Be-
tween this and the mouth of the Illinois there are a number of islands,
some from 9 to 12 miles in length and three in breadth. :
Piorias wintering ground is about 48 miles from the Migsissippi; here

is a meadow on the eastern side, a quarter of a mile from the river, ma-
ny mileslang and six broad, in which are several small lakes communica-
#ng with ‘each other and with the Hlinvis. The timber very tall oaks..
There are a number of beautiful islands in this part of the river, which.
is generally 400 yards broad.

The Pierre island is some distance above the Piovias winter ground,
near which, from a hill on the western side, the Indians procure a fleche
&r arrow-stone, with which they make their gun flints and point their ar-
rows. Halfaleague ahove this island the meadows border on the river,
and eontinue several miles—Banks of the river high—witer clear—white
marl and sand at the bottom—land rich, well watered with small rivu-
iets. .

" Mine river eomes in from N. W. side, 120 miles from the Mississippi ;
itis a very rapid river, hus a sandy bottom, green in some places and

* This is 2 chain of rocks and high hills which begin at the Piasas, a-
bout three miles above the Missouri, extend to'the mouth of the Illinois,
and continue on the south-castern side of that river in an east-north-east
course, up to the old Piovia fort, where they terminate on the enstern
side of Hlinois lake.
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red in others, and is 50 yards wide at itsmouth. Land low on both sides
of the Tllinois, but rises gradually; the praivies on the eastern side are
20 miles wide, are good for tillage or grazing, and finely watered with
springs.—The Mine river is said to have an alum hillon it, and is thought
to be the nearest route to the copper mine. . o

The river Sagamond, 135 miles from the Mississippi, is navigable for
canoes 180 miles, and is 100 yards wide at its mouth.

The river Demi-Quian, 30 miles above Sagamond river, comes in from °
the western side, it is navigable 120 miles, aud is 50 yards wide at its’
mouth. Here is a large savanna, called the Demi-Quian swamp.  The .
meadows here extend farther than the eye ean reach, affording a delight-
ful prospeet—Iland on'the eastern side high and thinly timbered.

Lake Demi-Qnian is 200 yards west and 6 miles above the river of the
same name, and 171 from the Mississippi; it is cireular, six miles across,
and discharges itself by a passage four {eet deep, into the linois—prai-
ries or meadows increase in their extent. 1'he general course of the 1L«
linois varies very little, rather inelining to the eastward. .

A few miles above Demi-Quian lake, the Sesemi-Quian- rivercomes in
from the western side; it is 40 yards broad and navigable 60 miles. Nine
miles further up is the river De la Mareh, on the western side also; it is
30 yards wide and navigable only 9 or 101niles, butis a handsomer river
than the Scsemi-Quian.  Here the land begins to rise gradually on the
western bank. C

The river Michilimackinae, comes in on the south-eastern side, shove
the two just mentioned, and 195-miles from the Mississippi; it is naviga-
ble-90 miles, 50 yards wide, and hasat its month 80-ar 40 small islands,
which at a distance look like a small village. Sonie distanee up this rie
ver is a coal mine, on the banks are red and white cedar, pine, maple,
walnut; &e. - . ,

Old Piovia fort and village is on the western shore of the Tilinois, and
at the-southern end of Ilinois lake, which is 194 miles in length and three
in breadth s this lake-has no vocks, shoals or perceivable current.  The
swmmit on which the fort stood, commands a fine prospeot of the conutry
to the eastward, and up the lake tothe poiut where the river comes in
at the north end ; to the westward afe lavge meadows. “Here ave plen~
ty of cherry, plum, and other fruit trees. The lake is well stored with
fish, the stargeon and picannau. ~ On the eastern'side of this lake; about
the middle of it, thiz chain of rocks that extend from the baek of Kas-
kaskin to Cahokia, thence to Piasa-and the mouth of Winois river, -&e.
terminate. The Illinois lake is 210" miles from the Mississippl. At the
titne of Mr. Kennedy's visit, the stockades of the fort had been destroy-
ed by fire, bat the houses were standing. . oo

About 30 miles above Pioria fort, is Urow-mendow river,.on the cast-
crn side ; on the westside are the meadows just mentionad. ' This viver
is 20 yards wide, and’tavigablé 13 or 18 mil s, and is 240 'milesfrom the
Mississippi. - The land on both sides of the Tiinois for 20 or 80 miles a-
bove the lake, is génerally low and tull of swamps, some for a: mile wide,
Jboilered with fine.meadows, and in some places the high land comes'to
the river in points, or narrow nceks, - i . )

Fifteen miles further up is the Rivierre de Lisle de Pluge, or rainy js-
land river, on the soiith east side ; it*is navigable 9 miles to the rocks,
15 vards wide and™%5 miles from the Mississippl. = Grass: fine, thiek
and tall ;- timber bireh, button and pecan—iver shallow aud ditficult of
ascent. C . .

Vermiilion river is 12 miles further up; it is rocky and not navigable, -
‘80-yards-wide. A mite above the Vermiltion are the Little Rocks.—

W 2
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Here the party took land and ascended to:the Forks, 51 miles above the
Yermillion river and 328 from the Mississippi. .

Aboat five miles sbove the Vermillion river, is a coal mine on the
north-western side of the Illinois, for half 2 mile along the bank, which is
high. On the eastern side half & mile from the river and the same dis-
tance below. the coal mine, are two salt ponds, 100 yards in circumfer-
ence; the water is of a yellowish. color; but the French and natives.
make good salt from it; it is salter than the saline near St. Gene- -
v1‘:I‘Leis hereabout the French settlers used to cut the mijt stones; on the
high lands there is abundance of red and white cedary, pine trees, &c.
For forty-five miles above the Vermillion river, the Illinois has a rapid
eurrent. . s s .

The Fox river is about 30 mile above: the Vermillion river, which
comes in on the western side ; it is 25 yards wide and has five feet water:
in low times ; it has many serpentine windings.through extensive mead-

WS or prairies. . .
¢ Mr. Iriennedy and his party returned to his boats at the Little Rocks a.
mile above Vermillion river, and in his descent attempted to ascend the
Mine river, which was too low for navigation, and finding it impossible to.
penetrate the country to the copper mine, on acoount.of the rocky or:
sand mountains, weeds, briars, &e. he concluded to give up the search,
and descended the river to Kaskaskia village again, which he aecomplish-
ed by the 20th August following, having been.gone one month and thres
days.

i‘mm the Forks, the Kickapoo river, a-principal head branch of the Il-.
linois, winds to the north-westward, and in about 80 or 90 miles, takin
s courses, it passes within four miles of a. navigable branch of the Chiea-.
go river, which enters at- the west: side of the head of lake Michigan,
close by the United States’ fort Chicago; between these tweo branches
is a portage of 4 miles, making a water communication, with this trifling
exception, from the Mississippi to Michigan, thence down the, lakes,
baving bat 10 miles.land carriage around the fulls of Niagara, to the
mouth of the Sz. Lawrence; orto the city of New York, by way of Oswe-
goriver and lake, into Wood creek, from which there is.d canal of four,.
miles into the Mohawk river, which is made navigable with. several locks .
to Schen: ctada, from whence there is 16 ‘miles (and less by way of the.
Cohoo falls,) of a land ‘carriage to the city of Albany on the. Hudson or.
North river, thence to New-York 160 miles, the Hundson affords the finest:
schooner navigation iu the world. By this extraordinary route from New,
Yoik to New Orleans, there is afforded the most-singular and interesting
ratural inland navigation, if not the greatest in the universe..

From the Forks, the Hiinois river runsnearly a. N. E: direction, mak-
ing 2 bend which cames. within fuur or five miles. of San Josef river,.
which emptics into the esst side. of lake Michigan at its head.  There is..
another communication from the Minois to Michigan by way. of a smail-
Jake on the Kickapoo braneh to the Kennonimie river, which enters lake
Michig=n at its extreme southern point; by this.route there is alsoa pOX- .
tage of three or four miles,

The United States’ fort: Chieago,- at the mouth of - Chicago river, and-
on the hark of lake Michigan, was abandoned by the troops, with scve. .
ral families wha had fled to it for refuge, about the time general Huall sur- .
rendered Detrait and the American troops under His ecommand, to the

-British troops commanded by general Brook, August 16, 1812. The.
fiying rarty fron. Chicago had been premised protection on their route to
Detrdit: by some friendly, Indians, but sfter they had .proceeded 2 few..
muiles from the fort, the Indians, wha had been laying in ambush, fli up-.
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on them, tomahawked and sealped, man, woman and child; in the most,
barbarous and brutal manner, with the exception of one man and one wo-.
man, whom they took prisoners ; the man made his escape from them,
the woman I believe is still a prisoners Isaw the man whechad providen-
tially escaped the tomahawk frem this treacherous party of Indians, at
the falls of Ohio, in November 1812 ; he was if I mistake not, a young of:
ficer belonging to the garrison; active and hardy, and in his escape had
undergone deprivations little short of death. His account of the massa-
cre of his countrymen, particularly. of the women and children, for bru.
tality and savage barbarity, could not be exceeded; and was- executed bf
them with a degree of refinement of cruelty, beyond the power . of the-
pen to describe, or the human mind to conceive, .

[a2]. FROM St. Louis to the mouth of. the Missouri on the-east, is-
arich sandy soil, timbered. with buttonwood, ash, cottonwood, hackber-
vy, &e, The west side is highlands for a small distance above the town;
then it is bordered by a small praiie, after which is bottom land with the
same timber as on the east. The current is rapid, and the navigation, in

- fow water, obstructed by sand bars.

Immediately on the peninsula formed by the confluence of the rivers
Mississippi and Missouri is a small Kickapoo settlement, occupied in
summer only. On the west shore a rich prairie, with small skirts of
wonds ; and on the east shore is generaliy high hills, from eighty to one
hundred feet, extending to the moutli of‘the Illinois: The carrent of the:
Mississippi above the entrance of the Missouri is quite mild; until you ar.
rive at the mouthof the Tllinois ; where, owing to-the large sand bars and
many islands, it is rendered extremely rapid:  The Hiinois riveris about:
four hundred and fifty yards wide at its mouth, and kears from the Mis.
sissippi N. 75° W. The current appears.not to exceed two and a half
miles per hour. . The navigation and connecting streams of this river are
too well known to require a déseription at the present day.. From tke
Tllinois to the Buffalo river-the E: shore is hilly, but of easy ascent. = On.
the W. is continued the prairie, but not always borderiug on the river.
Timber, on both sides, generally hackberry, cotton wood, and ash. The
Buffalo river comes in on the 'W.. shore, and appears to -be about 100
yards wide at its mouth. It bears ffom the Mississippi S. 30° W. From:
the Illinois to this river, the navigation is by no means difficult; and the
cirrent mild.

From thenee to Salt river (or Oahahah) the east shore is either imme-.
diately bounded by beautiful cedar cliffs, or the ridges may be seen at a
distance. Onthe 'W. shore thereis a rich low soil, and two small rivers
which increase the waters of the Mississippi. = The first I called Bar riv-
er, about twenty yards in width. The sccond is about fifteen yards:.
Sult rviver bears from the Mississippi N. 75° W. und is about 100 or
120 yards wide at its entrance, and, when I passed, appeared to be per-
fectly mild, with searcely any current. . About one day’s sail up the riva.
er there are salt springs; which have been worked for four years ; but ¥
am not informed as to their qualities orproductions. - In this distance the
navigation of the Mississippi is very much obstructed by bars and ‘islands;.
indeed, to such a degree as torenderit-difficult to find (in-many places
the proper channel. The shores are generally a sandy soil, timbereg‘
with sugar maple, ash, pecan, loeust; and black: walnut- The E. side
has generally the preference as to situations for building. - From this to-
the river Jaustioni (whieh is our boundary between the-Sac nation and
the United States, on the west side of the Mississippi) we have the hills
an.the W. shore, and low lands on the E. the latter of which are tim«
bered with hickory, oak, ash, maple, pecan, &e. - The former the sare;
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with an increase of oak. The E. isa rich sandy soil, and has many very
eligible situations for cultivation. About seven miles below the Jaustioni
2 Frenchman is settled on the W. shore. He is maried toa woman of
the Sac nation, and lives by a little cultivation and the Indian trade. The
river before mentioned is about 30 yards wide at its mouth, and hears
from the Mississippi about S. W. In this part of the river the navigation
is good.

From this to the WWyaconda river the navigation is easy, with very few
impediments; and the soil on both sides pretty good. “T'his river pays
its tribute to the Mississippi by a mouth 100 yards wide, and bears from
the latter nearly due WW. Just below its entrance is a small stream 135
yards wide, which discharges itself into the Mississippi. Between this
riversnd the viver de Moyen, there is one small river emptying itself in-
to the Mississippi, on the W. of about 55 yavdsin width, and bears 8. by
W. The first part of the distance is obstructed by islands, and the riv-
er expands itself to a great width, so as to render the navigation extreme-
Iv difficult; but the latter part affords more water, and is less diffieult.
The timber is principally ok and pecan.  The sail as the river below.

Above the rapid de Moyen, ou the west bauk of the Mississippi, is sit-
uated the first Sze village, consisting of 13 lodges; and immediately op-
posite is the establishment of Mr. Ewing, the American agent at that
place.  From whence toa large praivie on the E. side, on ‘which is situa-
ted the second Sae village, the E. side of the river is beautiful land, but
principally prairie. The W.is in some part high laud, both sides tim-
hered with oak, ash, &e.  The navigationisby o means difficait.  From
thenee to the Iowa river the navigation is much obstrueted with istands,
* The lowa river bears from tlie Mississippi S. W. and is 150 yards wide
at its mouth. . The E. shore of the Mississippi s high praiiie, with yellow
elay banks, and in seme places red] sand.  On the W. shore is pruivie al-
sa, but bounded on the shove by skirts of woods. About 10 miles up the
Iowa river, on its right liank, is a village of the owas.

Frorm this place to Rock river.T we generally had beautiful prairies on
the W, hutin some places verz rich land with black walnut and hickory
timber.  Stony river is a large river which empties into the Mississippi
on the E. shore, and is shout 300 yards wide at its mouth. It bears from
the Mississippi almost due east. . About three miles up this river, on
the S. bank, is situated the ihird town of the Sae nation, which (I wasin--
formed by a Mr. James Aird) was burnt in the year 1781 or2, by about
300 Americans, although the Indians hiad assembled 700 warrjors to give
them battle. ) :

A Eitrie ahove the rapidsof Roek river, on the W, side of the Mississippi,
is sitzated the first Reynard village ¢ it consists of about 18 lodges. From-
this place to the lead mines the Mississippi evidently becomes narrowersy -
but the navigation is thereby rendered much less difieult. The shores
are generally prafiie, which, ifnot immediately bordering on the river,
ean be seen through theskirts of the fovest which border the river. The
timber i3- generally maple, birch and oak, and the soil very excellent.-

* In aseending Towa river-36 miles you 2ome toa fork, the right branch
of which is ealled Red Cedar river (from the guantity of that wood on its-
banks,) which is navigable for butteans near three hundred miles, where
it branches out into three forks, ealled the Turkey’s foot. Those forks,
shortly after lose themselvesin Rice lakes.

— . .

T Rock river takes its source near Green bay of Lake Michigan more °
%;n{n 150 milesfrom itsmonth, and is navigable upwards of three hundred”

s, ) '
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To this place we had seen only a few tarkies and deer, the latter of
which are.pretty nwmerous from the river de Moyen up. From thelead
mines unto - this river, the Mississippi continues about the sare widthj,
and the banks, soil and productions are entively similar. The Turkey
piver-empties in on the west, bears from the Mississippi about 8. W. and
is about 100 yards wide at its mouth. Halfaleague up this river, on the
right bank is the third village of the Reynards, at which place they raise
sufficient corn to supply all the permanent and transient inhubitants of the
Prairie des Chiens. From thenee to the Quiscousing, the high hills are
pereeptible on both sides, but on the 'W. almost border the river, the
whole distanee, Ouiscousing-at the -entrance is nearly half a mile wide,
-and hears from the Mississippi nearly N. E. *This river is the grand
_ * The voyage from Michilimackinac to the Prairie des Chiens, by the
Quiscousing and Fox rivers is as follows i——uiz.

The distance between Michilimackinae and the .settlement at the bot-
tom of Grecn bay is ealenlated to be 80 leagues. On leaving Michili-
mackinae there is a traverse of five miles to point St. Tgnace, which is the
entranee into Lake Michigan, Four leagues from Michilimackinac is an
island of considerable extent, named St. Helens, and may be scen from
that place on a clear day. T'he shorefrom Michilimackinue to the Point

T du C&;ene, which is a league distant. from the island, is rocky ; and from
this to the island of Iipouvette, which is a very small one, and stands near
the banks of the lake, is high and covered with pine—the soil very bare
ren. From this island to the river Mino Cockien is five leagues. - Two.
swall islands on the way, and a river where boats and eanocs may take
shelter from a storm. ~The river Mino Cockien is large and deep, and:
takes its rise near Lake Superior.  From this to Shonchoir is 10 leagues..
The shore is dangerous, from the number of shoals that extend a great
way into the lake. 'This rock, called Shouehoir; is an excellent harbor
for eanoes, but its entrance, when the wind blows from the luke, is diffi-
cult; but when once in, canoes and bosts may lay during any storms with-

out unlading, A custom prevails here among the voyagers for every. -

one to have his name carved on the rocks the first time he passes, and
pay something tothe canoe-men. From this to the viver Munistique is §
leagues: it is alargeriver. The entrance is difficult, from a sand bank
at its mouth, and the waves are very high when the wind blows from the
lake. At certain seasons is found here sturgeon in great numbers. The
banks of this river are high and sandy, covered with pine. It takesits
rise from a large lake, and nearly communicates with Lake Superior.
From this to the Detour is ten leagues. The shore is rocky, flat and
dangevons.  Here begins the traverse at the mouth of Gregn bay.  The
first island js distant from the main land abont a league, and is called Iste.
au Detoyr, and is at least three leagues in cireumference: There are
generally a few Santeaux lodges of Indians on this islind during the sam-
mer months. From this-to Isle Brule is three leagues. There ave two
small islands from these to 1sle Verte, and two leagues to Isle de Pou, call-
ed'so from: the Pontowatomies liaving once a village here, but now aban-
doned.  In the months of May and Juue there is a fishery of trout, and
they are taken in great quantties by trolling. And there are also white
fish in vast numbers. The ship channel is” between this island and Isle
Verte. From thence to Petit D’Etroit to the main land is three leagues,
where some lodges of Oltowas and Santeaux raise small quantities of
corn : but their subsistence during the snmmer menths, cliefly depends
upon the quantity of sturgeon and other fish, with. which the lake here
abounds.  From Petit D’Etroit to the main land is three {eagues, and is
ealled the Port de Mout, fooma a numbar of Reyuard canoes having been
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Source of communication between the lakes and the Mississippi, and the
route by which all traders of Michilimackinae convey their goods for the
trade of the Mississippi, from St. Louis to the river de Corbeau, and the

wreeked at this-place, where every one perished. The shore is bold and
rocky. From thisis four leagues to the Isle f2acro, which is a safe har-
bor, inaccessible to all winds. From this to Stargeon bay is 8 leagucs.
The shore is bold and rocky, and several lurge islands lie a few miles dis-
tant. A few Santeaux families raise corn here and reside during the
swnmer scason. Trout and sturgeon are here in great numbers. Stur-
geon’s bay is two miles across and about four leagues in length, and come
municates by a portage with Lake Michigan, near Michilimackinac.
Distant from the lake about two leagues is the Isle Vermillion. Here:
was a few years ago, a number of Fols Avoin ivhabitauts, who were ac-
cnstomed to raise eorn; but from what reasons they have lcft this place
I cannot learn. From this is thirteen leagues to the entrance of the Fox
river.  On leaving Isle Vermillion, the woods and general appearance of
the country begin to change, aud have a very different aspect from the
mmore northern parts of this lake. A small river called Riviere Rouge
fallsinto the lake about half way between Isle Vermillion and La Bayes
On approaching La Bave, the water of the latter assumes a whiter ap-
pearance and becomes less.deep. A channel which winds a good deal
may be found for vessels of 50 and 60 tons burden ; and loaded vessels of
these dimensions have gone up the Fox river to the French settlements,
opposite to which is the Fols Avoin village, which consists of 10 er 12
bark lodges. A great number of Santeaux, and some Ottowas, come here
in the spring and fall. Three leagues from La Baye is a small village of
the sume nation, and another three leagues higher at the portage of Ka.-
kalin. This portage is a mile long—the ground even and' rocky. There:
is a fall of abeut ten feet, which obstructs the navigation for three leagues
higher, and almost continual rapids until the fall of Grand Konimee, a-
bout five feet high, above this, the river opens into a sinall lake, at the end
of which is a strong rapid, called Puant’s rapid, whizh issues from alake
of that name. This lake is ten leagues long, and from two to three wide.
At its entranee is the first Puant vi:lage, of ten or twelve lodges. At the
upper end of the lake is another Puant village, of about the same num-
per of lodges, and at this end is a small river, which, with the interval of
a few portages, communicates with Rock river. About midway between
the two Puant villages is a Fols Avoin village, on the south side of the
lake of 50 or 60 men. Five leagues from the entrance of the luke, on
the north side, the Fox river falls in, and is about 200 yards-wide. As-
cending two leagues higher, isa small Fols Avoin village, where is a lake
of more than two leagues long ; and about a league above this lake the
river de Loup joins the Fox river, near a hill called Butde mort, where
the Fox nation were nearly exterminated by the French and confederate
Indians. The rivers and lakes are, at certain seasons, full of wild rice.
The country on the borders of this river is finely diversified with woods
and prairies. Any quantity of hay may be made, and is as fine a coun-
for raising stoek as any in the same latitude through all Ameriea,
From the Buat de Mort to the Lac a Puckway is 28 leagues. Here isa..
nother Puant village of 7 or 8large lodges. " This lake is three leagues
long: four leagues above it Lac de-Beeuf begins, whichis also four leagues
long, and is full of wild rice, and a great many fowls in their season.
From Lac de Beeuf to the forks, which is five leagues from the portage
of Ouiscousing, and tea leagues above the forks, is a very small lake, call-
ed Lac Vaseux, and is so choked with wild rice as to render it almost im-
passible. The river, although very winding, becomes here more and
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confluent streams which. are in those bpundaries. *The village of the
Prairie des Chiens js situated about one league above the mouth of the
Quiscousing river. “On the east bank of the river there is a small
pond or marsh which runs parallel to the river in the rear of the
town, which in frov{it of the marsh, consists of 18 dwelling houses, in two
streets; 16 in Front-street, and 2in First-strect. In the rear of the pond
ave 8 dwelling houses; part -of the hcuses are framed, and in place of
weatherboarding, there are small logs let into mortises made in the up-
rights, joined close, daubed on the outside with elay, and handsomely
white-washed within, The inside furniture of their houses is decent, and
indeed, in these of the most wealthy, displays a degree of elegance ‘and
taste. . R

There are eight houvses scattered round the country, at the distance of
one, two, and five miles : also on the W. side of the Mississippi, three
honses, situated on a small stream called the Giard’s river, making, in
the village and vicinity, 57 houses, whieh it will not be too much to calca-
late at 10 persons each, the population would be 370 souls; but this cal-
culation will not answer for the spring vr antumn, as there are then, at
least 5 or 600 white persons. This is owing to the concourse of traders
and their engagees from Michilimackinac and other parts, who make this
their last stage, previous to their launching into the savage wilderness.
They agzain meet here in the spring, on their return from their winter-
ing grounds, accompanied by 3 or 400 Indians, when they hold a fair: the

more serpentine on approaching the portage, and the river narrows so
-uch as almost to prevent the use of oms. The length of the pertage
to the Ouiseousing is two miles, aud when the waters are high, canoes and
boats loaded pass over. Here the waters at that time separate, the one
partgoing to-the gulph of Mexica, and the other to that of St. Lawrence.
In wet scasons the portage road is very bad, the soil heing of a swampy
natmre.  There is for nearly half way 2 kind of natural eanal, which is
sometimes used, and I think a canal between the two rivers might be easily
cut. The expense at presentattending the transport is one-third of 2 dollar
per hundred weight; for a eanoe 5 dollars, and for a boat 8 dollars, but
this is not cash, butin goods, at the rateef 200 per cent. on the sterling.
‘There are at present two white men, who have establishments there ; bat
they are much incommoded by the Puants of the Roek river, who are
troublesome visitors, The Ouiscousing is a large river, its bottom sandy,
full of islands and sand-hars during the summer scason. ‘The navigation
is difficult even for-eanoes, owing to the lowness of the water. From the
portage to its confluence with the Mississippi is 60 leagues. The Saques
and Reynards formerly lived on its banks, but were drove off by the San-
teanx. They were aceustomed to raise a great dedl of eorn and beans,
the soil heing excellent. Opposite to the Detour de Pin; ﬁf way from
the Paortage on the south side, are lead mines, said to be the best, in any
part of the eountry, and may be wrought with great ease.  Boats of more
than four tons are imptoper for the communication between the Missis-
sippi and Michilimackinac. [ Dickinson.]

-

* The present village of the Prairie des Chiens, was first settled inthe

year 1783, and the first settlers were Mr. Giard, Mr. Antaya, and Mr.

Dubugue. The -old village is about a ile below the present one, and

had existed during the time: the French were possessed of the country.

It derives its name from a family of Reynards who formerly lived there,

distmguished by the appellation of Dogs  The present village was settled

‘under the English government, and the ground was. purchased from the
 Reynard Indians. E
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‘one disposes of remnants of goods, and the others reserved peliries. Itis
astonishing there are not more murders and afftays at this place, as there
meets such an heterogeneous mass to trade ; the use of spitituous liguors
being in no manner restrieted, but since the Arerican government has
become kunown, such aceidents are much less frequept than formerly.
The prairie on which-the village is situated is bound ed in the rear by high
bald hiils. It is from one mile to three quarters of a mile from the riv-
er, and extends about eight miles from the Mississippi, to where it strikes
the Ouiscousing at the Petit Grey, which bears from the village S. .
K IfE the marsh before spoken of was drained (which might be easily
done,) I am of the opinion 'U‘: w_ould I_.'En(ic1- ﬂ}& situation of the praivie
healthy, which now subjects its lihabitauts to iutermittent fevers in thy
spring and antumn.

pThgere. are a [ew genttemen residing at the Prairie des Chiens, and
many others elaiming that appellation ; but the t'-n'alspxp of the Indiun
tradé, oceasions them to be guilty of acts at their wintering grounds,
which they wouid biush to be thought guilty of in the civilized world.
They poséess the spirit of ‘gencrosity 'zmd hospitality in an eminent de-
grce'; but this is the leading feature in _the character of the fronticr in.
Rabitants. Their mode of living had obliged them to have transient con-
neetion with the Indian women ; and what was at first pelicy, is now so
eonfirmed by habit and iuclix}ation, that it is become_ (\x:ith afew exoep-
tions) the ruling practice of all the traders; and, in fact, almost one
half of the inhabitants under 20 years, have the blood of the aborigines
in their veins. From the village to Luke Pepin we have on the W shore,
first, Yellow river, of about 20 yards wide, bearing from the Mississip-
pi nearly due W. second, the lowa viver, about100 yards wide, bear-
ing from the Mississippi about N. W. third, the Racine river, about 20
vards wide, bearing from the Mississippi nearly W. and navigable for ca-
noes 60 miles ; fourth, the rivers Embarra and Lean Claire, which join
their waters just as they form a confluence with the Mississippi, and ‘are
about 60 yards wide, and bear nearly 8. W.

On the E. skore, in'the same distance, is the river de la Prairie la
Cross, which emptles into the Mississippi, at the head of the prairie of
that name. Itisabout twenty yards wide, and bears N. N. W, -

We thenmeet with the Black river, a very considerable stream about
200 yards wide at its mouth, on which the traders frequently winter
with the Puants and Fols fvoins. Next pass the river of the Jon-
taigue qui Trumpes dans Eau, a small stream in the rear of the hill
of that name ; anid then we find the Riviere au Beeuf, of about 20 yards -
wide, bearing N. by W. and, at the entrance of Lake Pepin, on the E.
shore joins the Sunteaux river, which is at least halfa mile wide, and ap-
pearsto beadeep and majestic stream. Tt bears from the Mississippi
nearly due N. Thisriver is in size and cowse (some distance up) scarce-
Iv to be distinguished from the Ouiscousing, and has a communicution:
with the Montreal river by a short portage, and by this river with Lake
Superior. The agents of the N. 'W. company sapply the Fals Avoin -
Santeaux, who reside at the head of this river, and those of Michilimack-
inac, the Sioux, who hunt on its lower waters.

In thisdivision of the Mississippi the shores are more than three-fourths
prairie on bothsides, or, more properly speaking, bald hills, which, ine
stead of running parallel with the river, form a continual suceession of
high perpendicular cliifs and low vallies : they appear to head on the ri-
ver, and to traverse the country in an angular direction. Those hills and
vallies give rise to some of the most sublime and romantic views I ever
saw. But this irregular scenery is sometimes interrupted by a wide ex-



APPENDIX: . . 9538

itended plain, which ‘brings to mind ‘the verdant lawn of civilized life,
and would almost induce the traveller to imagine himself in ‘the cen-
tre of a highly cultivated plantation. The timber of this division is
geréerally bireh, elm and cottonwood, all the -¢liffs being bordered by.
-cedar. .

. '['he navigation unto the Jowa river is good ; but from thence to the
Santeaux river is very much -obstructed by islands; and in’ some places -
the Mississippi is uncommonly wide, and divided into many small chan-
nels, which, from the cliffs, appear like so many distinct rivers, wind-
ingin a parallel.course through the same immense valley. But there
are few sand bars in those narrow channels : . the soil being rich, the was
ter cuts through it with facility. ;

La Montaigne qui Trompe dans I'Eau standsin the Mississippi near
the . shore, about 50 miles below the Santeaux river, and is about two
miles in circumference, with an elevation of two hundred feet covered
with timber. There is a swmall river which empties into the Mississips

pi in the rear.of the mountain, which I conceive, once bounded the
mountain on the lower side, and the Mississippi on the-upper, when the
mountain was joined tothe main by a neck of prairie low ground, which
in time was worn away by the spring freshes of the Mississippi; and thus
formed an island of this celebrated mountain. Lake Pepin (so calied by
the French,) appears to be only an expansion of the Mississippi. It com
mences at the entranceof the Santeaux river, and bears N.55 W. to
Point de Sable 12 miles, which is a neckof land making out about one
mile into the lake, from the W. shore, and is the narrowest part of the
lake. From here to the upper end the course is nearly due W. about
10 miles, making its whole length 22 miles, and fromfour toone and a’
half miles in -width, the broadest part being in the bay below Point de
Sable. 'Thisis a beautiful place; the contrast of the Mississippi full of
islands, and the lake with not one in its whele extent, gives more force
to the grandeur of the scéhe.  The French under the government of M.
Frontenac, drove the Reynards (or Gtt;\quamies? from the Ouiscousing,
and pursued them up the Mississippi, and, 28 a barvier, built a stockade

on Lake Pepin, on the W. shore, just below Point de Sable ; ‘and, aswas
generally the case with that natien, blended the military and mercantile

professions, by making their fort & factory for the Sioux. The lake, at

the upper end, is three fathoms deep; but this T am. informed is its

shoalest part. From the Iowa river to the head of Lake Pepin, the

elk ave the prevailing species of wild game, with some deer, and a few

bear. )

From the head of Lake Pepin about 12 miles to the Cannon river, the
Mississippi is branched out into many channels, and its bosom-covered
with numerous islands. There is a hill on the 'W. shere, about six miles
above the lake called the Grange, from the summit of whieh you have
one of the most delightrul prospectsinnature. When turming your face
to the B. you have the river winding in - three channels at your feet ; on

our right the extensive bosom of the lake, bounded by its chain of hills,
in front over the Mississippi a wide extended prairie; on the left the
valley of the Mississippi open to view quiteto the St. CRo1x, and partly
in your rear, the'valley through which passes the river au Canon ; and
when I viewed it, on one of the islands below, appeared the spotted lodg:
es of the Red Wing’s band of Sioux. The white tents of the traders
and my soldiers, and three flags of the United States waving. on the water,
which gave a contrast to the still and lifeless wilderness aroeund, and in-
wreased the pleasare of the prospeet. .

From the Cannon viver to the St. Croix, the Mississippi evidently be-
cgmes niarrower, and the navigatio;{less obstructed by islands. The St
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Croix river joins the Mississippi on the E. and bears from -the latter al-
most due N. It is only 80 yards wide at its mouth, and 500 yards up

sommences Lake St. Croix, which is from one and a half’to three miles

wide, and 36 long. This river communicates with Lake Superior by
the Burnt river, by a portage of*h2if a mile-only, and in its whole ex-
tent has not one, fall or rapid worthy of notice. . "This, with the mildness
of its cwrrent, and its otheradvantages, render it by for the most prefer-
able communication which can be had, with the N. W. from this part of
onr territories. 1ts upper waters are inhabited by the Fols Avoms and
Santeaus, who are supplied by the agents of the Nogth-west company ;
_and its lower division by the Sioux and their traders. .

" "T'he Mississippi from the Cannon river is bounded on the:E. by high
ridges, but the Ieftislow gronnd. ~The timber is generally ash and ma-
ple, except the cedar of the cliffs. From the St. Croix - to the river St.
Peters the Mississippi is collected intoa narrow compass (I erossed it at
one place with forty strekes of my oars) and the navigation very good.
The E. bank generally bounded by the river vidges, but the ‘W. some-
times timberad bottom of prairie. The timber is generally maple, su-
gar tree, and ash. _About twenty miles below the entrance of the river
St. Poters, on the B.shore, at a place called the Grand Morals, issituat-
&d the Petit Corbeau’s village of cleven log houses. Fromtheriver St.
Petersto the falls of St Anthony, the river is contracted hetween high

. hills, and is one continual rapid or fall, the bottom being covered with

rocks, which (in low water) are some feet above the swface, leaving
narrow channels between them. The rapidity .of the current is likewise
much sugmented by the numerous small rocky islands, which obstruet
the navigation. TTie shores have many large and beautiful springs issu~
ing forth, which form small cascades as they tumble over the cliffs i&to )
the Mississippi. The timber is generally maple. This place we noted
for the great quantity of wild fowl. As 1 ascended-the Mississippi, the
falls of St. Anthony did not strike me with that majestic appearance
which 1 had been taught to expeet from the deseription of former travel-
fers. On an aetual survey, I find the portage to be 260 poles:. but when
the river is not very low, bosts ascending may be put in 51 pole below, ata
large cedar tree, which would reduceit-to 229 poles. The hil! over which
the portage is made, is §8 fect ascent, with an elevation at the point of
debarkation of 45°. 'The fall of the water between the place of debarka-
tion and re-loading is 58 feet ; the perpendiculnr fall of the shoot 163
fect.  The width of the river above the shoot 627 yards ; below 209. In
high water the appearanee is much more sublime, as-the great quantity
of water #hen forms a spray, which in clear weather reflects’from some
positions the colours.of the rainbow, and when _the sky is o’ercast, covers
the fulls in gloom and chaotic mwjesty. - Frem the falls of St. Anthony
£o Rum river, the Mississippi is 2lme-tone continual chain of rapids, with
the eddies formed by winding channels. Both sidesere prairie and scaree- -
Iy any timber'but small groves of scrub osk. Rum river is about 50 vards
wide at its mouth, and-takes its source in Le Millc Lae; whichis but 35
miles S. of Lower Red Cedar Like. The small Tndian. canoes aseend this
river quite to the lake, which is considered as one of the best for hunt-
inz gronnds for some hundreds of miles, and has long been a scene of ren-

-connters between the hunting parties of the Sisux and Santeaux. The.last

winter a number of the Fols Avoins and Sioux, and some Santeaux, win-
tered in that quarter.  From Rum river to Leaf viver, (called by father
Hennepin rnd Carver, the river St. Francis, and was the extent of their
travels) the prairies, continue with a few interruptions, The. timber
serub cak, with now and then alonely pine. Previous to your arrival

Bt Leaf river you pass Crow river on the W. about 30 yards wide, whick
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bears from the Mississippi’ S. W. Leaf river is only a small stvéam of

not more than L5 yards ovér, and bears N, by ' W.-

"The elk begin to be very plenty ; some baitalo, quantities of deer, rae-~-
ll;oons, and on the praivie a f¢w of the aninials ‘called by the French bré-
AwWSs.

From thence to Sac river, a little above the Grand. Rapids, both sidés
of the river are generally praivie, with skirts of serub ouk. The naviga-
tion still * obstructed with vipples, but with intermissions of a few milcs.

At the Grand' Rapids the river expands itself t6 about 3-+'of a wmle in
width, its general width not Being more than 8-5 of & mile) and tumbles
ovér an unequal bed of roeks for about two miles, through which there
cannotbe said to bé any ehannel} for' notwithstanding the rapidicy of tie
cuiretit, one” of my invalids, Who Was on the W. shore waded to the B,
{where we were encamped )’ “The E. bauk at the Rapids isa very high

_prairie; thé W serubby ‘wood Jand., The Sac river is a considerable
stream, which comes in. 6h'thé W. and bears about S. W. and is 200
yards wide ‘atits mouth. ¥ )

The quantity of gane'still increasing from Sac river to Pine creek;
(the place where'l built'my stoekade and left part of my party) the bor-
ders are prairie, with groves of pinc on the edge of the bauk; but there
are some exeeptions, where you meet with small bottoms of ouk, ash,
maple, and lint. ‘In this distance theve is an iuternidssion of rapids for a

. bout 40 miles, whén they commence again, and arc fuli as difficult as ev-
er. ' There are'thrge small erecks emptying in on the W. searcely wor-

 thy of notice,"andén the E. are two small rivers called Lake and Clear
rivers; the foriér quite a small one, bears N. W. and is about 15 yards
wide at its thoutb ;- about three miles from its entrance, is & beautiful
smalt Take, diound which resort immense herds of elk and buffalo.  Cicar
river is a beautiful little stream, of about 80 yards in width, aud headsin

‘some swamps and small lakes on which the Santeaux of Lower Red Ce-
dar Lake, and Sandy Lake freguently come to huat.  The soil of the
praivies from aliove the fullsis’sandy, but would raise small grain in abua-

_dance ; the bottoms rich, and fit for cornor hemp. Pine creek isa small
stream which comes in on the W. shore and bears nearly W. It is bor-
dered by large grovzs of white and red pine. From Pine ereck to the
Tsle De Corbeau, (ov viver of that narqe) two simall givers come in on the
W.shore. The first is of littie consequence ; but tie sceond ealled Elk
river, is entitled to more consideration, from its communication w ith the
river St. Peters. They first ascend it to a small luke, cross it, then as-
cend a small stream to a large lake ; from which they make a portage of
4 miles W. and full into the Santeaux river, which they descend into the
river St. Peters. On the E. side is'one small stream which heads towards
Lower Red Cedar Lake, and is bounded by hills. The whole of this dis-
tance i remarkably difficult to navigate, being one continued succession
of rapid shoals and falls ; but there is one deserves to be more partieular-
1y noticed, viz : The place called by the French Le Shutede la Roche

einnture, which is certainly the 3d obstacle in point of navigation, which

T met with in my whole route. The shore where theve is not prairie, is
a continued sucéession of pine ridges. The entrance of the river De
Corbeau, is partly hid by the island of that name, and discharges its wa-
ters into the Mississippi above and below it; the lowest chaunel bearing
from thie Mississippi N. 65° W. the upper due W. This(immy opinion}
should be termed the forks of the Mississippi, it being nearly of equal
magnitude, and heading not far from the same source ; although taking a
much more direct course to their junetion.  This river affords the best

“and most approved communication with the Red river; and the naviga.
tion is as follows : You ascend the river De Corbeau 180 miles, to the
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. entrance of the river Des Feuilles, which comes from the N. W, This.
you ascend 180 milesalso: then make a. portage of ha{t a mile into the
Otter Tail Lake, whichisa principal source of Red river. ’The. other-
‘branch of the river De Corbeau bears 8. 'W. and approximates with the

"St. Peters. The whole of this river is rapid, and by no means affording
s0 much water as the Mississippi.  Their.confluence is in latitude 43
39/ 507 N. 1In this division the elk, deer, and buffalo, were probably. m
greater quantities than in.any other part of my whole voyage. From
thenee to Pine river the Mississippi continues to become narrower, and
has but few islands.  In this distance 1 discovered but one rapid, which
the force of the frost had not entirely eovered with ice. The shores in,
generai preseuted a dreary prospect of high barren knobs, covered. with

"dead and fallen pine timber. Fo this there were some exceptions of.
ridges of yellow and piteh pine; also some small bottonis, of linn, elm,
oak, and ash. The adjacent country is (at least two-thirds) covered with.
su.ail lakes, some of which ave three milesin circumference. This ren-

“ders the communication impassible in summer, except in small bark ca-.
noes. In this distance we first met with a species. of pine ealled the sap.
pine. It wss equally unknown to myself and:all my party.. Itiscarcely:
ever exceeds the height.of 35 feet; and is very full of projecting branches,,
The leaves are similar to other pines; but project out from the Lranches
on each side in a direct line, thereby rendering the branch flat; and this,

" formation occasions the natives and voyagers to give it the preference on
all occasions to the branches of all other trees for- their beds, and to cover.
their temporary. camps 5 bat its greatest virtue arises from its medicinal:
qualities. The rind is smooth, with the exeeption of little protuberances.
of aliout the size of a hazel nit ; the top-of-which being eut, you squeeze-
out a glutinous substanee of the consistence of honey-—This gum or sap.
gives name 1o the tree, and is uscd by the natives and traders of that -
gountry as a balsam for all wounds made by sharp -instruments, or on

_parts fruzen, and almost all other external injuries which they receive.
My poor iellows experienced its beneficial qualities by the application
made of it to theiv frozen extremities in various instances. The Pine
river bears from the Mississippi N. 30° E. although it empties in on that:
which has been hitherto termed the W. shore. It:is-80 yards wideatits
mouth, and hasan island immediately at the entrance. It communicates
with Lake Le Sang Sue, by the following course of navigation : In one
day’s-sail from the confiuenee, you arrive at the first part of White Fish
Lalke, which is about 6 miles long and two wide. From thence you pur-.
sue the river about two miles, and come to the 2d White Fish Lake,
which is about 8 miles long and [ wide ; then you. have the river three.
niites to the 3d lake, which is 7 miles long and- two in width, (which E
crossed on my return fiom the head of the Mississippi on the of Feb-.
roary; and is in 46° 32/32"'N. latitude.). From thence you follow the
river a quarter of a mile to the 4th lake, which is a cirenlar one, of a-.
bout 5 miles in circwnference. From thence you pursue the, river one
day’s sail to a smalllake ; from thence two day’s sail to a portage, which,
conveys you to another lake, from whenee by ‘small portages from lake
to lake, you make. the voyage to Leech Lake. The whole of this course .
lays through ridges of pines or swamps of pinenet, sap pine, hemlock, .
Xe. &e. From the river De Corbeau to this place the deer are very

- plenty, but we found no more buffalo or elk. ' From this place to the Red -
Cedar Lake, the pine ridges are interrupted by large bottoms of elra, ash,
oak, and maple ; the soil of which would be very proper for cultivation.
From the appearance of the ice, (which was fitm and equal) I conceive
there can be but one ripple in this distance. Red Cedar Lake lays on
the E. side of the Mississippi, at the distance of 6 miles from it, and is
near equally distant from the river De Corbean and Lake De Sable. Its
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‘formis an eblong square, and may be 10 miles in circumference. * From,
‘this to Lake De Suble on the E. shore, you meet with Muddy river,.
"which discharges itself into the Mississippi by a mouth 20 yards wide,
and bears nearly N. E.  We then meet with Pike river on the \V. a.-
‘bout 77 miles below Sandy Lake, and bears nearly due N. up which you-
‘ascend with eanoes 4 days’ sail, and arrive at a wild Rice lake, which yon
pass through and enter a small stream, and ascend it two leagues ; then
‘erossa portage 'of two acres into a lake 7 leagues in circumference : than
two leagues of a river into another small lake. From thence you des-
‘send the current N. E.into Leech lake.  The banks of the Mississippi are
still bordered by the pines of the different species, except a few small
“bottoms of elm, linn and maple. The game scaree, and the Aborigines,
- subsist almost entirely on beaver, with a few meose, and the wild rice or
oats. .
Sandy Lake river (or the discharge of said lake) is large, butis enly
‘six miles in length from the lake to its confluence with the Mississippi.
Lake De Sable is about 25 milesin circumference, and hasa anmber of
small rivers'running into it; one of those is entitled to particular atten.
“tion, viz : the river Savanna, which by a portage of three miles and three
guarters communicates with the river St. Louis, which empties into lake
‘Superior at the Fond I3a Lac ; and is the channel.by which the N, V.
company bring all” their goods for the trade of the Upper Mississippi.
"Game is very scarce in this country- In ascending the Mississippi from
"Sandy lake, you first meet with- Swan river on the E. which bears uearty
‘due E. and is navigable for'bark canoes, 90 miles to Swan Lake. Ycu
then meet with the Meadow river, which falls in on the E. and bears
“nearly E. by N, and’ is navigable for Indian canoes, 100 miles. You then
in ascending meet with a very strong ripple, and an expansion of the riv-
er where it forms a small Iake. This is three miles below the falls of
Packegamau, and from which the noise of the shoot might be heard. The
eourse of the river at the falls was N. 70°'W. and just below, the riveris g
quarter of a mile in width, but above the ‘shoot not more than 20 yvards,
The water thus eollected, runs'down a fliét rock, which has an elevation -
of about 30°. Immediately above the fall is a small island of about 50
yavdsin circumference, covered with sap pine. The Portagz which is on
the E. (or N.) side, is not more than 200 yards; and by no means diffi-
cult. Those falls, in point of consideration, as an impediment to the nav-
igation, stand next to the falls of St. Anthony, frotm the source of the riv.
er to-the Gulf ¢fMexico- - The banks of the river to the Madow river,
have generally -either been timbered by the pine, pinenet, hemlack, sap
pine, or the aspen tree. From thence it winds through high grass mead-
ows, (or savannas) ‘with the pine swamps, ai a distance appeacing to east
a deeper gloom on the horders. From the falls in ascending, yon pass
‘the lake Packegamau om the W. celebrated for its great productions of
“wild'fice ; and next meet with the Deer riveron the E. the extent of its
favigation unknown. - You-rext meet with the Riviere Le Cross; on
theé E. side which beavs nearly N. and has only a Portage of one mile to
pass from it into Lake Winipeque branch of the Mississippi.  \We next
eome to what the people of that"quarter eall the forks of the Mississippi,
The right fork which hears N."W. and rans eight leagues to Lake Win-
ipeque which is of an ovatform of abont 26 vailes in circamferrnce.  From
Lake Winipeque the river continues five loagues to Unper Red Cedar
Lake, which mayr be termed the Upper Source'of the Miss'ssippi. The -
Leech Lake Bianeh béars (?rom, the forks) S. W. aud runs through a
*thain of meadows:~ Yoir pass muddy lakewhich is searcely anv thing more -
than an extemsivemarsh ‘of i5 miles 'in “circainfevence i the river bears ©
thircughuit-nearly N: after which it again turns We. Inmany places this =

P
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hraneh is not more than 10-or 15 yards in width, although 15 or 20 feat
deep. From this to Leech Liake, the communication is direct, and with-
out any impediment. ~This is rather considered as the main source, al-. -
though, the Winipeque branch is navigable the greatest distance. To
this place the whole face of the country has an appearance of an impen-.
etrable morass, or boundless savanna. But on, the horders of the lake is
sorue ogk and Jarge groves of sugar maple, from. which the traders make
sufficiznt sugar for their consuraption the whole year. Leech Lake com-
wmunicates with the river De Corbeau by seven portages, and the river Des
Feuilles also, with. the Red river, by the Otter Tail. Lake on the one
side, and by Bed Cedar Lake and other small lakes to Red Lake on the
other. Qut ofthese small Inkes and ridges, rise the upper waters of the
St. Lawrence, Mississippiand Red river, the latter of which discharges it-
self intothe ocean by Lake Winipie and Hudson’s Bay. All those waters
have their upper soorces within, 100 -miles. of exch other, which I think
plainly proves this to be the most elevated part of the N, E. continent of
JAmerieca. But we must cross (what is commonly termed) the Rocky
Mountains, or a Spur of the Cordeliers, previous toour finding the wa-.
ters, whose currents run westward, and pay tribute to.the wegiern o-
cean. @

In this quarter we find moose, a very few deer and bear, but a vast va..
riety of fur animals of all descriptions.

The first nation of Indians whom we met with in ascending the Missis-
sippi from St. Louis, were the Sauks, who principally reside in four villa-
ges. The first at the head of the rapids de Moyen on the W. shore, con..
sisting of 13 log lodges.. The 2d on a prairie on the E: shore, about 60
miles above. The 3d on the Rivicre De Roche, about 3 miles from the.
entranee, and the Iast on the river Iowa. S

They hunt on_the Mississippi-and.its confluent streans, from the Illi-
ncis to the river des Iowa ; and on the plains west of them, which border .
the Missourl, They are so-perfeetly consolidated with the. Reynards;.
that they scarcelv can be termed a distinet- nation ; but recently there
appears to be a schism between the two nations : the latter not approva .
ing of the insolenipe.and ill-will, which has marked the eonduct of the for- .
mer towards the United States. on many late oceurrences. They have
for many years past made war (under the auspices of the Sioux) on the
Santeaux, Osages and Missouries; but as.reeently.a peace has heen .

through the infiscnce of the United States) made between them and
¢the nations ef the Missouri, snd by the same means between the Sionx
and Santeauy, (their principal allies) it appears thatit would by no means .
be a difficult watter to induce them to make a general peace, and pay
still greater attention to the cultivation @i the earth : as they now raise
" g considerable quantity of corn, beans, and melons. The character that.
-they bear with their savnge brethren, is, that they are much more to be.
dreaded for their deceit and inelination fgr stratagem, than for open cour..
e. B

The Reynards reside in three villages. The 1st on the ' W. side of -
the Mississippi, six miles ahove the rapids of the river De Roche. The
2d about 12 mles in the rear of the lead mines, and the 3d on Turkey riv-.
er half a league from its entrance, They are engaged in the same wars,
and have the same alliances.as the Sauks, with whom they.ronst be con-.
sidered as indissoluble in war or peace. They hunt.on both sides of the
Mississippi frora the river lowa, (below the Prairie des Chiens) to a river
of that narBe above said village. They raise a great -qnantity of corn,.
beans and melons ; the former of those articles in sugh quantities.as to sell:
masy hundred bushels per asnum. ’ :
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The Towas reside on the rivers De Moyen and: Jowa _in two villages,
They hunt on the west side of the Mississippi, the river De Moyen, and
westward to the Missouri;. their wars and alliances are the same as the
Sauks and Reynards ;, under-whose special protection.they conceive theme.

“selves tobe, " They cultivate some corn ; but not so much in proportion
. as-the Sauks and Reynards. Their residence being on the small streams-

in the rear of the Mississippi, out of the high road of commerce; rendérs
ther less ctvilized than.those nations.
“The Sauks, Reynards and Towas, (sinee the treaty of the twe former

" with the United States) claim the land.fiom tlte entrance of the Jaufionis

on the W. side of the Mississippi,.up: the latter viver to the Des lowa, a-
bove the Prairie des Chiens and westward to.the Missouri; but the limits
between themselves are-undefined.  All: the land formerly elaimed by
those nations E; of:the Mississippi; is now ceded to the United States; but
they reserved-to themselves the privilege of hunting and residing onit as.
usual.

By killing the celebrated Sauk chief Pontiae, the Illinois, Cahokias,
Kakaskias and Piorias, kindled a war with the allied nations of Sauks
and Reynards, which has been the cause of the almost entire destruction -
of the former nations. . :

The Winebagos, or Puauts, ave a nation who mside on the rivers Ouis..
cousing, De Roche; Fox. and Green.Bay, ia 7 villages, which are situated.
as follows, viz:

1st. At the entranee of Green Bay. . 4th. At Lake Puckway.
2d. End of do. 5th, Portage of the Ouiseousing.
3d. Wuckan, ou the Fox river. . &thi. and 7th. Both on Roche river,

Those villages are so situated; that the Wincbagos can embody the-
whole foree of their nation,.at any one poiitt, of their territory. in four
days. "They hunt on the Ouiscousing, Rock river, and E: side of the Mis-.
sissippi; from the Rook river to the Praivie desChiens; on Lake Michi-
gan, Black rivery and the country between Lakes Michigan, Huron and.
Superior.  From the tradition amongst them, and their speaking the samae
language of the Ottos -of the Riviere Platte; I am confident in asserting
that they area nation who have emigrated from Mexieo, to avoid the op-.
pression of the Spamiards, and the tirﬁe may be fixed atabout.one and -
a half eenturics, when they. were taken under thie protection of the
Bioux, to whom they still profess-to owe faith, and az leasz drotherly
attenticn. They have formerly been at war with the nations west
of the Mississippi, but appear reeently: to have laid down the hatch-
et. They are reputed brave, but from every eireumstance their neigh-
hors distinguish: their bravery as the ferocity of a tiger, rather than the
deliberate reselution ofia man. And recently their conduct has been

‘such as to authorize the remark made by a chiefof a neighboring nation,

*That a white man never shouldlay down to sleep, without precaution
i their villages,” ‘ . o
._The Menomene or Fols Avoins, (as termed by the French) naticn,

_reside in seven villages, situated as follows, viz.  1st. At the river Meno-

mene, 15 leagues from Green Bay, north side of the lake. 2d. AtGreen
‘Bay. " 3d. At Little Kokalin. . 4th. Portage of Kakalin. 5th. Stinking
Liake. 6th. Entrance of a small lake on Foxriver ; and 7th. Behind the

- Bankof the Dead. Their hunting grounds are siinilar to’the Winebagos;
‘only, that owing to the very high estimation in which they are held, both
by Sioux and Chipeways, they are frequently permitted to hunt near the-

Raven river on the Mississippi; which may. be termed the battle ground

~Metween those two great nations. The langnage which they speak is sin-’
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-gular; forno white man has ever yet been known to acquire it, but this
‘may. probably be attributed te-their all understanding the Algonquin, in
which they and the Winebagos transact all conferences with the whites-
‘or other nations ; and the facility with which that language is acquired,'is
‘a further reason for its prevalence.
"The Fols Avoins; although a small nation, are respected by all their -
“neighbors-for their bravery, and independent spirit, and esteemed by the
whites as their friends and protectors. When in the country, Thave heard:
‘their chisfi assert in council with the Sioux and Chipeways, “That al~
‘¢ though they were reduced to few in number yet they could say, we
‘¢ never were slaves.” ~As they had always preferred,  that their wo-
“¢¢ men and children should die by their own hands, to their being led in-
“to slavery by their enemies.”  The boundary of their territery is un--
eertain. The Sauks, Reynards, Puants and Menomenes, all reside-
(when not at their villages) in lodgesdn the form of an ellipsis; and some
are from 30 to 40 feet in length, by 14 or 15 wide, which are sufficiently-
large to shelter 60 people from .the storm, or for twenty to reside in.
Thieir covering are rushes plaited into mats, and carefully tied to the
les. In the centre’are the fires, immediately over which is a small va-
cancy in the lodge, which infair weather is sufficient to give vent to the
smoke ; but in bad weather yowmust lay down on the ground to prevent
“being considerably incommoded by it. )

We next came to that powerful nation the Sioux, the dread of whom
is extended over all the savage nations, from the confluence of the Mis-
sissippi and Missouri, tothe Raven river on the former; and to the Snake
Tadians on-the latter; but in those limits are many natiooss whom they
consider as alliss ; on similar footing with the allies of ancient Rome, i. €.
humble dependents. But the- Chipeway nation ig.an exception who have
maintaived 2 long contest with them, owing to their country being inter-
sected by numerous small lakes, water -courses, impenetrable morasses
and swamps; and have hitherto bid defiance to all-the attacks of their
neighbors. It -is necessary to divide the Sioux nation into the different
bands, as-distinguished smongst themgslves, in order to have a_correct
idea of them. Agreeable to this plan, I shall begin with the Minowa
Kdntong, (or GensDe Lac) who extend from the Prairie des Chiens,
to La Prairie du Francois, 35:miles up the StPeters. This band is again
sub-dividedinto four divisions, under different chiefs. The first of which,
most generally reside at their village on the upper Iowa river above the
Prairie des Chiens,and are. cgmmanded by Wabasha, a chief, whose fa~ -
ther was considered: as the first chiéf of all the Sioux nation. This sub-
division hunts on both sides of the"Mississippi, and its-coniluent streams,
from the Prairie des CEiéns to the Riviere du Beeuf. The second sub-
division resides near the head of Lake Pepin, and hunt from the- Riviere
da Beeuf near to the river St. Croix. Their chief’s name is Tentanga-
mani, a very celebrated chief. The third sub-division resides between the

'Riviere au Canon and the entrance of the St. Peters, are headed by Chate-
waconamani. Their principal hunting ground is on the St. Croix. They
“have a village at a place called the Grand Mauais, 15 miles below the ene--
trance of the St. Peters. It issituated on the east bank of the Mississip-
pi, and consists of eleven log huts- The fourth’ sub-division is situated
from the entrance of the St. Péters, to the Prairie des Franeois; they
are headed by. a chief called Chatamutah, but a young man, Wyaganage,
has recently taken the lead in all the councils and affairs of state of this™-
sub-band. . They have one village nine miles up the St. Peters, on the N.”
side. "This band (Minowa Kantong) are reputed the bravest of all the
“Bioux and have for years been opposed to the Fols Avoin Santeurs, whe:
akeveputed the bravest of all the numerous bands of Chipeways. -
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-The 2d band of Sioux are the Washpetong (or Gens des Ficulles)
who inhabit the country from the Prairie des Francois, near to Roche
Blanche, on the St. Peters. Their first chief is Wasonquianni. They
“hunt on the St. Peters; also on the Mississippi; up Rum river, and
sometimes follow the buffalo on the plains.. Their sub-divisions I am un-
acquainted with.

he 3d band are the Sussitongs ; they extend from the Roche Blanche,
to Lac de Gross Roche, on the river St. Peters; they are divided'into
two sub-divisions. - The 1st band ealled the Cawrees, are headed by the
ehief called Wuckiew Nutch, (or the Tonnere Rouge.) The 2d, called
“the Sussitongs proper, and headed by Wacontoe, (or Esprit Blue.)
" Those two sub-bands-hunt eastward to the Mississippi; and up that river
_as far as the Riviere De Corbeau. )
The 4th great band are the Yanctongs, who are dispersed from the
“Montaignes De la Prairie, (which extends from St. Peters to the Missou-
ri) to the river de' Moyen. They are divided into two grand divisions,
generally termed the Yanctongs of the nerth, and the Yanctongs of the
south. 'The former are headed by a chief called Muckpeanutali; (or
Nuage: Rouge) and those of the Prairie by Petessung. This band are
never stationary, but with.the Titongs, are the-most erratic bands of all
the Sioux, sometimes to be found on the borders of the Lower Red River,
sometimes on the Missouri, and op those immense pluins which ave be-
tween the two rivers. .
The 5th great band are the Titongs, who are dispersed on both sides
of the. Missouri—on the north, priucipally from the river Chienne up;
«and on-the south, from. the Mahas to the Minetares, (or Gross Ventres.)
"They may be divided into the Titongs of the north and south ; but the im-
mense plains over whish they rove with the ¥anctongs; render it-impos-
sible topoint out their place of habitation. “
The 6th last and smallest band of the Sioux, are the Washpeceuze, who
_reside generally on the lands west of the Mississippi, between that river
-and the Missouri. They hunt most generally on the head of the river de
) flggysqm They appeared to me to be the most stupid and inactive of all
oux. . -

) 2] THE wild goose of the Mississippi and-the common tame gosse
will herd together, and the former can be and is frequently domesticat-
~ed, and breed with the common fiack, but their offspring will not breed.
Like the Jack and the horse,.the effect of copulation of the wild and
tame goose is.abortive and of no avail fiirther than the first generation.
Thisis a clear evidence that these birds, though so much aiikein appear-
-ance, and in character, are of different species. Major Buskirk of-Shel-
By, Kentucky, informed me that he and his brother-in-law, Lewis Cray,
- also of Kentucky, have several half bloods.of the wild and:tame goose.
‘That the egg of the female is. much less than that of the common goose :
«that after she haslaid her usual quantity, she sits on them the usual pe-
riod required in other goose eggs, and with all the care and anxiety of the
tamg goose, does she perform and fulfil.every natural and necessary da-
-ty to_hatch her eggs-and bring forth the young brosd—and getting dis-.
~appointed, shews evident marks, by her actions, of uneasiness and rest-
- lesspess for some time. Such is the singular order of nature—¢ So far
-shalt thou go and no farther.” Yam told, however, there is one kind of
-wild gooese that domesticates and breeds'with the tame.

[c2] NEW MADRID occupies & handsome site an the right or
west bank of the Mississippi, commanding a beautiful view of the river
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for six miles above and ten below the town, being:near the middle of & -
bend 25 miles in Iength.

The late col. George Morgan, latterly” of Morganza; Washington. -
county, Penn. and formerly of New J erse{), with a number of surveyors,
earpenters, woodsmen, &e. embarked at Pittsburgh in the Year 1789 or
1790, and deseended to this favored spot, for the purpdse of laying it.out
and commencing the settlement of a city, whose original plan was not:to
be exceeded in size and in manner by many citics ifi the world. It was
to-extend + miles'S. and 2 west from' the river, so as to include lake St.
Annis in its limits, on whose banks were to be wide stréets and roads. -
planted with trecs for the health of the citizens. A street 120 feet wide
oni the bauk of the river was also to be planted with trees. - Twelve ucres
in the middle of-the city was to be ornamented with trees and preserved
_ for public- walks;. 40 half-acre lots for othier public uses, and one lot of -

12 acres for the king’s use. . . .
The party that accompanied col: “Morgan; after they arrived soon be-
an to sicken. - Fatigue, hunger and distress, appeared in'‘every quarter.
g(‘):rxne died, others scattered and-iade their way home as well as they
could. Large Spanish grants of lands were held out'to thern as a reconis
pense and a fortune for their adventure. These were never made, and
col. Morgan getting himsclf disappointed in the encouragement he ex.’
peeted to reecive-from the Spaniards, the eity was abandoned by its first:
rjectors. - Many Iots. however, were sold, and a considerable town
uilt, the inhabitants being ehiefly French and Spaniards, and a few trad-
img Americans. The town hus, hewever, been on the decline for seve-
ral years, and the terrifie ‘effects‘of the earthquake, which commenced
. Dec. 15, 1811, seems to have alarmed the inhabitants to that degree that
few have had the hardihood to remain in or near the town since. There -
are still a few families, and a court is held here for a district of the Mis-
souxi territory. ‘The town has two badly supplied stores, a tavern and a
post offiee, and from the number of old shattered vacant houses, the’
place indeed looks like * departing greatness.”” Buttinie may yet re-
vive New Madrid. ‘and 100 years, nay 56; make it what it was intended to
be by its original projector, a great and magnificent eity. Its situation
possesses advantages that time alone can discover the extent of, and
which can only be brought into action by a great population of the coun-
)

Y. .

The earthquake continued at New Madrid by frequent returning
shocks with the most tremendous-and alarming effcets for two or miore
months ; and ave still slightly felt, say the inhabitarits, every 2% hours.*
K threw down' the brick chimnies; shattered the' houses, threw up the

-earth'in some places, while it sunk in others ;. water spouted up through
the cracks and holes of the earth in al! dircctions; trees lashed their tops
together, while others were split, twisted and torn from their roots’; the

“river itself appeared equally econvulsed with the land. No wonder in-
deed that a people, acenstomed to the quiet of a forest, and the pacific
rolling of the Mississippi, shou!d, on this oceasion of one of nature’s great--
est concussions of matter, feel terror and alarm to a degree little short of

‘madness. For in flight there sppeared to be no safety, earth and water
weve equally affected ; and what rendered the distressing scene the more

_ awful, the birds and beasts seemed equally terrified as the people them--
selves. 'The winged tribe come hovering” down on the houses, and light-
ing, I have been told, in some cases, on people’s heads, and about the
fires of those who had left their-dwellings, and on the rocking boats in the-

* Dceember, 1812, .
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xiver. The eattle sought the open ground for shelter, and it being con-
vylsed, threw them into coufusion, they ran about fbe‘dcwing as in the
greatest alarm and distress, secking 3l50-the earps of the people and
seemingl. their protection. It has been stated that the deer, equall
shocked und terrified with man, has been seen to stop suddenly, and. stand
as if fastened to the spot, unable for a-few minutes to move, . Such are
—thy throes, Oh God of nature? and such are their wondepful effects on
.animal life. Man, the proudest.of earth’s inhabitants, lacking but little
n his own imagination, of God himself, yet, in those awful convulsions of
nature, do we.see him shrink into his own insignificance, mixing, as by in-
stinet, with the fowls of the gir and the beasts of the ficld, all equally
distractetl and confounded at the universal tamult of earth and water—
erying for help! help l—running here, and yonder, without thought ar
reflection, as though he had changed his patare, and ready, as it were,
for the final event ofthe ¢ erush of matter, and the wreek of worlds.”
The inhabitants of New Madrid say, the plot of ground the town
_stands on has been sunk during the shocks-of the earthguake eight feet be-
tow its former level. 1 passed itin the spring of 1811, before the earth-
quuke, and in the winter of 1812, after it, and from the idea T had form-
. &d of the height of the ground, it appeared evident that it had sunk seve-
ral fect, probably eight; this appears further confirmed by the bank of
. ‘the river about a-mile below the town heing considerably highcr- than the
town itself, and looks like a natural second band of considerable elevation
above the first. "The bank of the river for 10 or 15 miles above, though
not as high as the bunk atthe town, appears to -have been sunk in the
' _ same proportien with it.
Another cireumstanee has added inconvenience to the. progress of
:New Madrid.  The rviver is constantly making encroachments on it, and
has, since its first commencement, swept away land to, the extent of half
the present breadth of the viver, it being hére about one mile broad.
- Btreet after. street went off with the floods, keeping the citizens moving -
back, to their no small vexation and loss of property. .
Abnut 60 or 70 miles west of New Muadrid, are the head waters of
- Merrimace river, between which and the town the Iand is high, fertile,
and well ealeulated for farming and grazing—Twelve or 15 miles back
. of New Madrid, there is aiready a considerable settlement, and the luke
~in which the Chepousa river takes its rise, about 25 miles north-westerly
from the town, aftords some delightful situations.
On account of a great bend inthe Missouri and Mississippi, New-Mad-
rid is favorably situated in paint of having a near communieation with-
- the Missourd, it being only about 150 miles by land from the town to
the mouth of the Osage river, whereas by water fromthe latter to the
- former it is about 500 miles.—The. head waters of the St. Francis river
;seoming within a, few-miles of the head of Merrimac of the Mississippi
.and the Gascorade of the Fissquri, will alsn be useful to New Madrid,
as forrging a<convenient chain of communication from low down on-the
~ Mississippi to high up on the: Missouri, which will verv mueh facilitate
trade, and the settlements hereafter to be made in this part of the Mis-
souri territory. ' The:St..Francis river heads within about 12 or 15 miles
of the ‘Osage river, and.ucac-G. ‘Gravel Fiver, a smail branch of it.
«There ave also 2 water courses from the Mississippi below New Madrid
; to the:St. Franeijs, which. by looking at the direction they take, it is
. scarcely known whether they run from-the latter to the former, er from
. the former to the latter. " They however affocd a communication, which
. in the settlement of the country on-the St: Francis, will be useful to
+hose passing from the one river. to.the others
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[d2] i
Eaxtract of a letter from Capt. John Davis io his friend in Suegr
Sprz‘ngé,f Virginia, .dated .ﬁ"atclw:, J T January 5th, 1812.

‘We arrived at night on:the 15th of Dec. at the 25th Island, and onthe
16th at 10 minutes past 2 o’clock A. M. we were surpl“xsgd by the great-
est emotion that ean possibly be supposed of the beat, which Icould cora-
pare to nothing more picturesque than that of a team of horses running
away with a wagon over the most rocky .road in otr partef the country.
"Fhere was about 40 boats in company, and each thought their boats adrift
and running over sawyers; but a man on board a bqat laghed to us, hint-
ad it to be an earthiquake. An old navigator of the river just above, hail-
ed us and said it was oceasioned by the banks-falling in : we were undee
a bluff bank which immediately cast off, and fell in about a guarter of a
mile, which drew us intothe current on the rightside of the island which
was much the shallowest where we staid till day ; butin the intermedi-
ate time, we experienced about 50 partial shocks, which shook our boats
with great agitation. At 12 minutesafter 7, we heard a trereendous dis-

" tant noise, and ina few seconds the boats, island and main land became
_perfectly convalsed, the trees twisted and lashed together, the earth in
all guarters was sinking, and the water issued from the centre of the 25th
isle just on our left, and came rushing down its side in torrents; and on
our right there fell at once about 30 or 40 acres of land, some say 300
acres; but asT was till then perfectly collected, and although then
much alarmed, was lessso than any person in ecompany. The shocks
by this time beeame frequent at about every 15 minutes : the water rose
from the first shock, till about 8 o’clock that day, 7 or 8 feet perpendic-
alar, and the current ran from7 to 8 miles per hour. As we ranfrem
25th island aed landed on Flour island, a distance of 35 miles, in five
hours and 25 minutes, and lost half an hour endeavoring to make a land-
ing at the lower end of the 8 Mile Reach, which place and the 10 Mile
Reach was in perfect commotion. The logs which had sprung up from
the bottom of the river, were so thick, thatit appeared almost impessible
for a boat 6 find a passage. There were three boatssunk, two of which
belonged to M. James Atwell, and laden from Kentucky, in value about
$3000, the other a family boat; the people were all saved except one
man, who belonged to the family boat. Another man bad like to have
been lost, from one of the boats that was stove, he jumped on the sawyer
thatstove the boat, and ccutinued there about four hours, and was for-
tonately taken into another boat. The logs and roots we passed had
the sand and mud en them which probably for many years lay in the
bottom of the river, and which gave the appearance of timbered ficlds
to the 9 and 10 Mile Reach, so that it appeared as if the order of na-
ture was reversed. We experienced frequent shocks of earthquakes for
8 daysand I have heard of no place more convulsed than where I was.

[e2] NO. 57is ealled « Batile Island” from the following anecdote,
viz. a battle fought ou itby two boatinen belonging to a barge from the
falls of Ohio; The battle was thus expressed in the captain’s journal :
¢ Twe of my stoutest men having quarrelled daring the day while at the
ocars, and having clinched, had a small round under deck : hearing the
noise, I ran and parted them, and could appease them in no other way,
than by granting them permission to take it out on the land. Aceord-
ingly at evening as soon as we dropped anchor, the parties having chosen
their stand-by friends, set out from the barge in the jolly boat, and land-
ed on No. 57, where, after it was agreed that it should be * roueh and
tumble,” and the signalfor parting should be ¢ envugh,” the combat-
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tdnts stripped of their jackets (the weather being ¢old,) and taking their
distance, flew at each other most ferociously. F'woroundsbreught them
fast clinched in each other’s hug, to the ground, when the undermost
finding the thumb of his antagonist removing his eye from its socket, hol-
towed out vociferously to the bystanders, ¢ zake him off ! take him off !
he is gouging me” “This wus done immediately,” and the boys got o
their feet agzin ; and discovering there was not much harm done, except
a bite from the one, and a gouge from the other, they retarned good na-
turedly (0 the barge again, and as usual, worked fricndly together during
the remainder of the voyage.

Having been an eye-witness to this tiger like engagement, T no longer
wonder that Schaltz’s story of the battle of Natchez, between two Ken-
tucky boatmen, one calling himself * Lalf horse, half alligator,” and
the other “ snapping turtle,” has obtained current belief in New York,
and that the citizens of that metropolis, have got inte an opinion, that it
the Kentuckians ave not bona fide allizators and snapping turtles, many
ofthem, at least, are not much better, in potnt of good manners and eiv-
ilization,

Thus, unfortunately, the character of a people gets fixed abroad, by
the bratal and irregular conduct of a few of its citizens. - So bad and s
detestable isthe character of Kentucky on the coast of the Mississippi, ta
the once hospitable French planters, that a traveller is liable at every
pluce, (except themiserable taverns) to have.the door shutin his face on
approaching a house for a night’s lodging or refreshment of any kind.
Nor will any plea or civcumstance alter the determined refusal'of the
master o mistress of the house, unless indeed, it be the uncommon gen-
teel appearance and equipage of the traveller. )

A friend of mine related the following aneedote to me: That travel-
fing on foot from New Orleans to Natchez, and night coming on, he stept
up to the door of a.house and asked admission for the night. A genteel
and young-looking woman eame to the door, and said she did not lodge
straugers. Inreply he observed, thatit was then night, and raining hard,
that he was much fatigned, and would lay in any of her cut cabins, it
she would permit him to remain. * She said she could not let him stay
any where about the pretmises, that it was the strict ‘charge of her hus-
band, who was then absent, to *lodge none of the Kentuckions—My
friend S. blushed for his countrymen, and'said, though he had reason to-
thick differently from her husband of the citizens of Kentucky, he was
not from that state, but from Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, many hundred
miles above Kentueky. The lady, like the custom-house officer at Leg-
horn,* not knowing any thing about Pennsylvania, or whether there was

* ¢ Toillustrate the commercial habits and enterprise of the Ameri«
can people, he would relate an anecdote of a vessel built and cleared out,
at Pittsburgh for Leghorn. 'When she arrived at her place of destina-
tion, the master presented his gapers to the custom-house officer at Leg-
hora, who would not credit them, and said to the master “sir your pa-
pers are forged ; there is no.such place as Pittsburgh in the world! your
vessel must be confiscated > The trembling captain laid before the offi-_
cer a map of the U. S. directed him to the Gulf of Mexico; pointed out
the mouth of the Mississippi; led him a thousand miles up it to the
mouth of the Ohio, -and -thence another thousand up to Pittsburgh,
¥ There sir is the port whence my vessel cleared out.” - The astonished
.officer, before he saw the map, would as soon have believed that this
ship had been navigated from the moon. :

Clay’s Speech in Congres
¥y '

2
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any sueh a place as Pittsburgh in Ameniga, observed in reply, ¢“that
they were in the habit of believing and takingall strangers travelling up-
wards, for Kentuckians, therefore they made no exception, and her hus.
band’s orders weve positive.”—“ My good lady,” replied my friend,
with all his gentleness of politeness and persuasive good mauners, * what
shall Tdo! you say it is eight miles to the next house, and through, to
me, astrange and davk forest, and riud and water half leg deep all the
way, I assure you I am unable to go further to night, it rams hard, and I
am excessively fatigued, (having on his back his bags full of dollars, be-
sides his clothes, with which he had walked thirty-five miles that day.)
¥s it possible (continued he) you would turn me from your door and sub-
ject me to lodge in the woods, without cover, or othercomfort, when I
want nothing of You but the indulgence of an out cabin and a little fire to
dry myself by #* This earnest petition enforced by his natural modes-
ty and good sense, got my friend admittance. The lady’s heart relented,
and she gave. him permission to walk in out of the rain, where he had
been stapding all this while exposed to a severe shower. He thanked
her for her kindness, and seated himself by the fire. After some little
conversation, the lady’s rigorous inhumanity softened down to true femi-
nine hospitality, and my fitend was as agreeably disappointedin being very
kindly treated by her, as she was in the idea she had formed of the Ken-
~mckinns, Anexcellent supper was got, of which he partook with the la-
dy and a younger sister, an amiable girl of much sweetness of manners.—
When bed time arrived, instead of sleeping, as he expeeted, in an out
cabin, he was shewn to an excellent hed, where he slept sound, and rose
by day light uext morning ruch refreshed.  On it being made known to
the lady that the gentleman wished to know ¢ what was to pay,” she
smited and ordered Him a cup of warm coffee, and insisted on his staying
a few minutes until it was ready, she having ordered her servant over
night to have one prepared for the stranger early in the morning. My
triend could not but yield to her solicitation, and waited for the coffee,
which was soon brought, and as gratefully drank, when he took leave
of this amiable female, who at first appeared so unkind and inhospitable.
My friend ohserved, this family had notbeen long from Georgia, to which
place the lady’s husbaud -had returned to settle his business, leaving his
worthy wife and sister, with two or three faithful slaves in charge of the
Tnises. . ) .
How hard it is for the innocent to suffer on account of the bad deeds of
the wicked. Cruel and inconsiderate is heé who commits an act of mis-
chief, whose penalty he knows will fall upon the head of his innocent
comtrymen, who travel the same road with himgelf. and who must be
constantly exposed to ill-treatment and insults on his account. Malici-
oits and desperately wicked must be that heart, and degraded below the
brute ereation the man, whose ¢ondutt in a strange country, is such as to
disgrace the place of his nativity, and bring down upon-the heads of his
eountrymen the character of blackguards and ruffians.

{72] SCRUB-GRASS. Thisgrass, alsocalled by some, rnsh, bor-
ders the edges of the Mississippi, and tooks like fields of oats at a distance.
Tex lively green appearance gives cheerfulness.to a winter’s voyage, and
forms & handsome contrast with the Jeafless trees and other surrounding
dendened vegétation. 1t has a beautiful growth of the rush kind, and is
¥ery hardsomely marked with whitish joints five or six inches apart, and
the statk runs ap to a height of from four to six o seven feet in height,
regularly and very gradually tapeiing from-bottom to top. It has nei-
ther leaves or branches, and its surface has so keen a roughness, that it
is found very useful, and is much pmade use of for the purpose of scrubbing
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pewter and wooden farniture, on aceount of which, it has acquired the
name of scrub-grass.

_ I have seen this rush in Pennsylvania, but seldom more than eighteen
inches or two feet in length, and when comparing it with that on the
Mississippi, where I have picked stalks out of 83 feetin height and with
23 joints, I could not but be charmed at the difierence of the growth of
the same vegetable in a different soil and climate, the effect of whichr in-
deed is wonderful, particularly in the vegetable kingdom.

[#2] The Arkansas, next to the Missouri is the most considerable
tributary of the Mississippi. In length it is nearly two thousand five hun-
dred miles, and navigable at proper seasous, nearly the whole distance.
In many places its channel is broad and shallow, at least above the rap-
ids, 50 as to render navigation almost impracticable. Until eight or nine
hundred miles from its mouth, it receives no considerable streams, owing
to-the vicinity of the waters-of the Missouri, of the Kansas, &ec. on the
one side, and those of Red river on the other. The chief rivers which
fall into it, are the Verdigris, the Negracka, Canadian river, Grand
river, &c. Several are remarkable for being strongly impregnated
g}ilth salt; the Arkansas itself, at certain seasons is said to be brack-
ish.

The lands on this river for six or eight hundred miles up, are deserih-
ed as very fine and capable of affording seitlements. though prineipally
untimbered. . For a long distanee up, the fiat lands on either side are in-
tersected with numerous bayoux.—There is a remarkable communiea-
tion between the Arkansas and white river, by a chann=l or bayou connect-
ing the two rivers with a eurrent setting alternately into the oneor the
‘other, as the flood in either happens to predoniiuate.

" [A 2] 1N thishend;the Spanish Moss or Tillandsea, makes its first
appearance on the Mississippi. This singular vegetable is also called
Spanish Beurd, and holding thisideain mind when viewing it asit sus-
pends itself in loose drapery from the brauches of the tall majestic cy-
press trees, we are impereeptibly thrown into reflections hovderiug a cer-
tain degree of veneration, by combining with its appearance the venera-
ble long grey-heards of former days.

Thisis a very singular vegetable, bothin its growth and appearance,
and as it is found highly useful, and I believe cqual to hair, for matiresses,
e. it may he made an article of considerable trade and of exportation.
Tt is universally used in Louisiana for all those purposes for which curled
hair is applied in the northern states. Tts cheapness is also an object of
importance, being seldam more than fram three to six cents & pound, de-
livered and prepared for mattresses, which is done something in this way :
When gathered from the trees, which is easily performed with long hooks
to tear it from the branches, it is then put under water a few days torot
the outer hark, or soft vegetable covering ; when it is takep up, and
after drying, it is beat with sticks, and the substanee left is a fine black
string or fibre, not unlike a horse hair; with the exeeption that it has joints
Fiom which the branches issue when grawing. It is now fit for use. Mat-
tresses made with this moss do not harden as soon as hair mattresses; but
they become after some time dusty, and require to be opened  the moss
taken to pieces, and beat again with sticks, and when veplaced, it is
better than at first, being more elastic and not-so liable to acquire or
make dust. . .

On first visiting a tree on which this substance grows, youare induced
to believe that it has no root or fastening, but merely suspending from
the branches, depending solely on the air for its nourishment. But on
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_ examination T found ixfirmly rooted in the apertures of the bark ofv'the
limbs of the trees, from which root there extended branclies se numet-
ous that it would be very difficuls either to trace or count them ; hence
the deception, and so great, that some have said that the moss doesnot
grow from, but is merely suspended to the brunches of the trees, appar-
ently without vegetable life. But this is a mistake;; it lowers in its sea-
son, and bears a beautifal and a small pod full of seeds. The pod is
about an ineh long, and as thieck as a stout darning needle. The Bower
Is yellow. .

i 2] STACK-JISLAND not leng since was firned for a band of cottn-.
terfeiters, horse thieves, robbers, murderers, &e. who made this part of
the Mississippi a place of manufaeture and deposit. From hence they
would sully forth, stop-boats, buy horses, flour, whiskey, &e. and pay for
all in fine new notes of the * first water.”” Their villanies, after many
severe losses sustained by innocent, good mew, unsaspecting the cheat;,
became nerovious, and after several years search and pursait of the civil,
and in some eases the elud-law, against this band of monsters, they have.
at length disappearcd.

[#2] YAZOO. Mr. Hutchins observes the mouth of this riveris
-upwards.of 100 yards broad, and was found by Mr: Ganld to be in latis
tude 32° 57 and by Mr. Purcel 32° 28m. north The high waters of
the Mississippi back np the Yazoo several miles, and cross the country
and full in again'by several channels above the Walnut hills. The Ya«
200 takes is rise in Georgia, and running from the north-east, glides
through a healthy, fertile, pleasant country, greatly resembling that about,
_the Natehez. - It isrendered famous of Iate years, especially in the histo-
vy of American land speeulation;-(than which on this head no country per-
hapsevergroaned under heavier eurses,) and from fraudulent sales of an
‘immense track of land on it, arising out of a fraudulent act of the Georgia
legisiuture, the transaction ard the country itself'are now well known by
th: name of the  Fazoe speculution.”” It bas cost the United Stateg
thousands of dollars in debates on the floor of Congress, and posterity will
not get clear of it short of millions in litigation, The country on the Ya-
zoo is well watered by springs and brooks, some of the latter affording
seats for mills. Twenty milesup the river the cane diminishes, and is
scarcely to be seen. The Chactaws and Chickasaws have towns oo the
eastern and-north-west branches of the Yazoo, 150 miles from the Mis-
sissippi. The navigatien is practicable with large boats to the fork of
those branches, which unite 50 miles from the mouth, and higher up with
sizall erafis.  There are stones near the Yazoo, well caleulated for build-
ing, a cirenmstance favorable to this part of the country, these being sel-

. dvom to be met with lower down, and Hutchins says, that “between the
Petit’ Goufre, 31 miles above Natchez, and the Belize, there is not a
stone to be seen any where near the river.”> This hawever is not strict-
Iy true, for there are considerabie rocks of the granite kind at the lower
landing at Natehez, scen at low water, but which appear to be of recent
growth, and probably formed since Mr. Hutchins’ survey of the river.

‘Tuere is also a vein of rock running horizontally through the hill about
half way up the blufas you aseend from the lower landing. It is regular-
iy formed, very bard and strong. and about one inch thick, and appe-rs
of reccnt formation ; the earth for an inch above and below this vein,
appears 1o be changing from a fine sand and clay origin, and incorporate
ing itself by the slow but regular order of nature, with the already form-
ed vein of rock, whieh, in fifty or an hurdred years may be’ streng
€nough to maintain the falling bluff, -
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Twelve miles from the mouth of the Yazoo, on the south side, are the
“¥azoo hills.  There is a cliff of solid rock at the landing place, on which
are seen a variety of broken and some entire sea-shélls. Four miles fur-
ther up is the place cailed the Ball Ground, near which a ehurch, fort
St. Peter, and a French settlement formerly stood. They were destroy-
ed by the Yazoo Indians in 1729, a nation long since extinet.

The mouth of the Yazoo is the northern boundary of the Mississippi
Territory. ) S

[12] WALNUT HILLS. Asa man lost in the woods is delighted to
hear the crowing of the domestie cock, or the sound of the woodman’s
axe, 50 are his senses charmed as soon as those truely. pieturesque hills
heave in sight. After a dull uniformity of a flat swampy forest for <ix
or seven hundred miles, you now behold 2 bold but gradually rising ground
of five or six hundred feet in height, and near two miles in extent,
covered with a fine eulture of cotton and corn, whose rows are so
varied in direction by the numerous hillocks and gullies on the side
of the hills, as to give great beanty and variety to the whole, whicly,
in the spring season (March) look like one extensive garden, eropped
by several tenants. - There are several furins adjoining, owned, however,
by & Mr. Turnbull, from South Carolina, who resides here, and whose
numerous buildings, dwelling houses, gin-house, negro-guarters, &ec.
look like a little village.

Some few years ago, judge , & gentleman also from S. Caroli-
na, laid out the front of those hills into lots, with the view of forming a
town. His title, however, in a suit at law with the present proprietor, -

- proved invalid, and he was ousted, and the town fell through.

On the summit of these hillsis still to be seen the site ot Fart M’Henry,
winding up to whiehis also seen the old road.—The hills take their name
from the walnut tree (juglans nigra,) which used to grow here in great

gbundanee. K :

The peach tree bloomshere in the middle of February, and other ve-
getation equally ferward. There is a handsome stream of water descends
from these hills tnto the river, but it is.of a bad quality. From the sum-
it of these hills you have a. most charming view ot the Mississippi for
many miles above and- below, and of the surcounding country.

m27] THIS river comes in on the left side of'the Mississippi at the
Grand Gulf, and extends 200 miles into. the interior of the Mississippi
territory. It affords good navigation in floods for heavy flat boats 50 miles
up, and small crafts go to near its source, and within fifteen miles of a na-
vigable branch of Pearl river, a fine naviguble stream emptying in at the
Regolets, the outlet of lake Ponehartrain. R
- The Big Black (or Lousa Chittoel is “abont 40 or 50.yards wide at its
mouth. A mile and a half up it the high lands are close ou theright, and
-ave much broken. Ten miles further the lands are néar the river on
the left. Six miles further the high and broken lands appear on both
sides with springs of water. _This lund” on’the left was chosen by gener-
al Patnam; eaptain Enos, Mr. Lyman, asd other New England adven-
turers, as a praper place for 2 town; and by order of the governor and
eouncil of West Florida in 1773, it was reserved for ‘the capital. The
country round is veryfit for settlement. Six miles above this there is
rapid water,-stones and gravel bottom, 160 yards in length, and inj one
place a firm rock almost across the river, and as much of it bare, when
the wateris at a moderate height, as eonfines the stream to nearly 26
feet; and the channel isabout four feet deep. )

Y 2
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n2]} RED RIVER takes ifs source -in. thie Covdilieras, at'no great:
distance north of Sta. F€. In length it is about.the same with the Arkan-
sas. It is navigable six or eight hundred miles, with scarcely any ob-
struction.. There is at that point a curious.raft, formed of logs and earth,
which entirely covers its channel ; trees are growing upon it, and one
might pass over without' perceiving the river. Red river runs in a valley
on an average fifteen miles wide, for at least eiglit hundred miles, which

is every where intersected with bayoux, and large lakes. T'he naviga- .

tion meets with the first impediment ore hundred and fifty miles up..
The fulls ov rapids ave about two miles in length, the breadtl'of the river

two hundred and fifty yards. They are occasioned hy a soft rock of free-.

stone : the greatest pitch in low water, not being more thun eight or nine

inches. This river might with much more justce than the Mississippis.

be ealled the Ameriean Nile. A country Ties on its borders more exten-
sive than Egypt, and of a soil the :ichest-perhaps in the world. 'Tts wa..
ters, which are not potable, are very red,impregnated with some miner-.
al. ‘The river is remarkably narrow ;_it seldom spreadsto the width of
¢two hundred and fifty yards, and is more generally contracted o one hun-
dred; itis also exceedingly crooked. The annual swell, which is early

in the spring of the year, raises the water fifty or sixty feet, when it flows ;

with great rapidity : but during the summer and season of low water, it.
is sunk within deep and ragged clay banks, of an unsightly appearance,
and has not more than eight or ten feet of water. The outlets from
this river are more numerous than evenfrom the Mississippi, and joined

by streams which flow from the uplands, or pine woods.  The course of -

the river is constantly subject to change ; many &f the bayoux which at-

present appesr inconsiderable, at no distant period constituted the bed of. -

the principal river.

fo2] TOgive the reader an idea of the. fertility of the soil and lux-
urance of the productions of an island near the mouth of this river, it may..

mot be amiss to give him the words of the eelebrated American traveller
and botanist, Mr. Wm. Bartram, in his book of travels through North

and South Carolina, Georgia, East and West Florida, inthe years 1775 -

to 17738.

¢ Tre island is six or seven miles in length, andfour or five in width, _

includingthe salt marshes and plains, which investiton every side, I believe

we may only exeept a narrow strand at the sodth end of it, washed by the .
ke Borgone at the Regolets, which isa pramoutory composed. of banke ..

of seashells and sand, east up by the foree of winds, and the surf of the
lake: these shells are chiefly a small speties of white clam shells, called:
les eoquelles. Here are a few. shrubs growing on. these shelly heights,

viz. Rhamnus frangula, Siderox®lon, Myriea, Zanthoxilon clava Hercu- .

s, Juniperus A.mex-ieaua_. Liysium salsum ; together with several new
genera and species of the herbaceous and suffiuticose tribes, Croton, Stil-

Imgia, &e.but particularly a species of Mimosa (Mimosa virgatia) which .

in respect of the eleguncy ofits pinnated leaves, cannot be exceeded by

any of that eelebrated family.. It isa perennial plant, sending up many .

nearly erect stems, from the rootor souree, these' divide themselves into ..

many aseendant slender rods like branches, which are ornamented with
double pinnated leaves, of a most delicate formation. . The compound
Bowers, are of a pale yellow, collected together in a small oblong head,

upon a long slender peduncle, the legumers are large, lunated and flat,

piaeed in a spiral or contorted manner, each containing several hard coms

pressed seed, or little beans.
The interior and by far the greatest part, of the island ‘consists of high-
taad; the soll to appearance a heap of sea sand in same places, with.an.
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sdwitture of sea shells, this soil, netwithstanding fitswganf!y and steril ap-
pearance, when divested of its natural vegetative attive, has, fom what
cause I know not, a. continual resource of fertility within itself, the sur-
face of the earth, after being cleared ofits-original vegetable productions,
exposed afew seasons to the sun, winds and tritarations of.agriculture,
appears searcely any thing but heaps of white sand; yet it preduces Cora
(Zea) Indigo, 'Batatas, Beans, -Peas, Cotton, Tobaceo, and dlmost. eve-
vy sort of esculent vegetable, ina degree of luxurianey very surprising
and unexpected, yearafter year, ineessantly, witheut anyaddition of ar.
tificial manure or compost ; there isdindeed a.foundation of strongadhe«
sive clay, consisting of stratas of warious celoars, which I discovered by
examining a well, lately dug in Mr. Rumsey’s.yard ;. but its lying at a
great depth vader the surface, the roots of small shrubs and: herbage,
cannot reach near to it, or-veceive any benefit, nnless we may suppose,
that aseending fumes or exhalations, from. this bed: of clay, naay have a
vivifio.nutritive quality, and be received by the fibres of the roots, orbe-
ing condensed in-the atmosphere by nocturnal -chills, fall with dews upon
the leaves and twigs. of these plants, .and there absorbed, become nutri..
tive or exhilarating (o them. ‘ :

Besides the-native forest trees and shrubsalready noted, manured fruit
trees arrive-in this island to-the- utmost degree-of perfection, as Pears,
Peaches, Figs, Grape Vines, Plumbs, &e. of the last mentioned genus,
there is a native species grows in thisisland, which prodnce their Iarge ob-.
long erimson fruit in prodigious abundance ;  the fruit, though of a most en-
tieing appearance; are rather too tart, yet ave agreeable eating, at sultry
noan, in-this-burning climate ; they afford a most delicicus and reviving
marmalade, .when preserved in sugar, and make excellent tarts: the
tree grows about twelve fzet high, the.top spreading, the branches spi-
ny #nd the leaves broad, nervous, serrated, and’terminate with a subula-
ted point.”” -

As an instanee of the salubrity of the-atmnsphere on this island, M
Barteam obssrves, “ The French gentleman (proprietor of the planta-
tion) was near eighty years old, his hair almost white with age, yet he
appeared active, strong andmuseular, and his mother who was present,
was'one hundred and five years old; active and cheerful, her eyes seem-
ed as brisk and sparkling as youth, but of a diminutive size, not half the
stature and weight of her son; it was now.above fifty years since she
same-into Ameriea from old France.

[p 29 THE French began to build New Grleans in 1720; aud two.
years afterwards it became the seat of government:

"This eity, the great mart of all the wealth of the western-warld, is sits -
uated on the east bank of the Mississipi; about one hundred-and nire
mailes (following the meanders of the river) from the sea, and in twenty-
nine degrees, fifty-seven minutes, twenty-Seven seconds, north latitude,
and ninety’ degrees, seventeen minutes,. thirty-seven secends; west Jon.
gitude.. At the time it-fell into our hands, it contained about ene thoi=
sand houses, and-eight thousand inhabitants, including blacks and people
of -eolor.

Six complete squares are-emhraced by the city. The fronts of these
are three hundred and nineteen English feetn length, and extend ‘northy
thirty-two degrees east, and southi; thirty two’ degrees west. and are in..
tersccted by twelve- streets at right-angles. . Edch-squareisdivided into-
twelve: lots. . Five of them measure-sixty by one hundred ‘and twenty

. Peet.  On.the opposite side are two key lots, - which measure sixty by
one handred apd fifty feet. The streets:are thirty-seven feetand a half
in width. “On the back part of the city ave two narrow rows-6fbuildings,
sonverging o a peint. - ' .
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und plot of the city may be considered as a plain, inelinin

no:?tkfvi‘;?: twoppoints west. It has a descent of about six feet from t.hég
bank of the river to the palisades ir the rear of the buildings, and about
three feet more to St- John’s creek at its medium height. T'be landsin
sil the low country, gradually deseend from the river, and soon terminate
in lakes or swamps. : : S

m }%l;aﬂv the wl*?:le of the old houses are of wood, one story high, and
make an ordinary appearinee. The suburbs on the upper or north end
of the city, have been built sinee the five in 1794, and contain about two
hundred and fifteen houses, mostly composed of eypress wood, and gene-
rally covered with shingles or clapboards. Ameng them is one elegant
briek house covered with tile. Several of them are two stories high, and
two in the same quarter three stories high. One of them cost eigh-
ty thousand dollars, and the rest from ﬁfteen_ to twenty thousand
dollars. They are plastered on the outside with white or colored
mortar; this, as frosts are seldem severe in the climate, lasts many
vears; it beautifies the buildings, and preserves the brieks, which from
the negligence or parsimony of the manufacturers, are usually too soft to
resist the weather. :

In New Orleans, as in all other parts of the low country, the houses
have no cellars under ground; water is generally found ‘within 2 or 3
feet of the surface, especially in wet seasons. The wells rarely exceed
fifteen feet in depth. The water in them is clear, free from salt, but
unpleasant to the taste. : i

The following are the public buildings: the cathedral, the town house,-

the prison, the barracks, the hospital, the convent and church, the chari~
ty hospital and church, the government house and stores, ‘and some oth-
ers of inferior note, which will be eursorily mentioned.
. The cathedral stands at the head of 4 spacious open square, about four
hundred feet from the river. This building is of brick extending abeut
ninety feet on the street, and one hundred and twenty back ofit. The
roof is covered with fiat and hollow tile, supported by ten large brick col-.
umns, which are plastered, and afford an agreeable appearance. Each
firont corner has a tower considerably elevated, and the southerly one
contains two small bells. "This church has likewise a small organ, but on
the whole is much less decorated than other estholic places of worship,
¥t was governed by = bishep, two canons, one grand viear, one parish
priest, and four subordinate priests. Considerable fundsin houscs apper-
tain to it. - The bishop received an annual salarv of four thousand dol-
lars, charged on the revenues of some southern bishopric ; the canons a-
bout seven hundred and twenty dollars, and the other priests about three
hundrad and sixty dollars each, exclusive of casual benefits arising from
marriages, burials and the like. There were likewise a few capouchins,
and friars of the order of earmelites, who were paid by the crown.

The town house is rather an elegant building, two stories high, and a-
bout ninety feet long, with an arched portico, both ahove and below, a-
long its whole front. The upper avches are glazed, which adds much
to the beauty of the strueture. The Spaniards occupied one’ part of
the ground story as 2 guard house, and permitted a notary to occupy
the other as an office. The upper story was appropriated to the use of
the eabildo, - o o T ’

In the rear of the town house, and adjoining to it, is the prison. Un-
der the Spanish government it was a wretched resceptacle of vice and
misery; like the grave it received many tenants, who were soon forgot-
ten hy ‘the world: Some of them perished with age and disease, and’
others by the hands of assassins, Criminals, under sentence of death,
were often keptimnured within its walls for years; owing either to the-
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tar'diness or lenity of the tribunal at the Havanna, without whdse approv®
al no sentence of death could be earried into exceution.”

‘The public barracks are situated at the lower end of the front street.
They are accommodated with a spacious avea, surrounded by a brick.
wall,  as also an extensive parade ground between them and the ri-
ver. The buildings are of brick, and one story high, cevered with shin.
gles, and calculated to receive about fifieen hundred men. They were
$uilt by the French, and have a spacious arcade in front and rear.

The building denominated the king’s hospital, is on the same live, but
bigher up. It was originally intended as a receptacle for the siek and
diseased belonging to the army and navy. It will accoramodate about
on;z hundred and fifty patients, and affords tothe miserable a tolerable a-
sylum,

yT‘ne convent of the Ursuline nuns is situated on the upper side of the

barracks, and beyond the hospital, which stands nearer the line of the

street.  This was likewise built by the French : 1t is of brick, and spa-
cicus; covered with shingles, and two stories high. ~An cxtensive gar-
den is attached to it, extiemely productive of fruit and vegetables. Ft.
will accommodate about fifty nuns, and from seventy to eighty young fes
males, who resort to it for their education. Attached to the conventis a

small house containing three rooms, divided longitudinally from each o-

sher by double gratings ahout six inches asunder, with apertures about

two inches square, wheve strangers may see and converse with the nuns

and boarders, on particular business, Near to the mzin building, and on

the street, stands an old school house, where the female children of the

citizens appear at certain fixed hours to be gratuitously instructed in wri-
ting, reading, and arithmetic. This religious institution is possessed of
considerable funds.  Each nun on taking the final vow, or black veil, de~
posits fifteen hundred dolars, if she be able, which becomes part of the

common stock, and cannot be alienated. T'he church belonging to the

‘convent is small, and was the gift of a gentleman who died a few years a-

go at New Orleans. He was in early life a notary, and by various speca-

fations amassed an immense property, and fajled at last to leave an un-

spotted name behind him. He likewise' built the catiiedral chureh and

ch rity hospital, and endeavoured by acts of beneficence near the end of
his days, to atone for the errors of his youth.

The charity hospital stands on the westerly or hack part of the city.—
Poor Spanish subjects, and sometimes strangers, (provided they paid
half a dollar per day) were admittedinto this asylam.  These entirely
destitute were admitted gratis.—They had medicine, sustenance, and o-
ther aid, afforded them. - = -

The government house stands on the front street, and on the fifth
square, reckoning from the upper side, and one hundred feet from the
river. It is an ancient building, erected by the Freuch, and two stories.
liigh, with galleries or arcadesround the whole of it. The lower front
was formerly accupled by the governmental seeretary, and the clerks of
offices. This structure is indifferent, both as to architecture and conve-
nience.

On the south-westerly part of the same square were the lodges and sta-
bles of the regular dragoons ; which, with the gard-n belonging to the
government house, oceupy about four-fifths of the square. . )

On the corners of the second and third squares, lower down, are the
public stores, built of brick, extending about thirty five feet on froat
street, and about two hundvred feet on a crossstreet.  They are one sto-
ry high, and were built by the French. . . -

On the opposite, or southerly side of the stores, is the artillery yard]
or ordnance depot.
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posite to this, on the very-bank of the river, is the market housa"':
which is usually farnished' with beef, pork, some mullard and veal ; fish
of several sarts in ahundance, and eheap ; wild ducks and other game in
season ; tame turkies, fowls, ducks, and geese ;. and vegetablesof all kinds
during the whole year. . . .
"The Spaniards had the advantage of a free school, in which bays were.
instrncted in the rudiments of their language. The two teachers attach-
ed to it were paid by the crown. . L
The grand powder ‘magazine of the French and Spaniards, is sit-
uated over against the government house, on the opposite side of the

river, where a guard was always stationed, and generally relieved week. -

’Y'During the administration of the baron Carondelet, between 1791, and.
1796, a diteh was extended round the city, of about eighteen feet in-

width. with ramparts of eartk. and palisades nearly six feet high, along

the interior or inner side of them. Five large bastions were erected at
proper distances, and likewise five intervening redoutts. The bastions
were regularly constructed. Bach of them was furnished with a ban-
quette, rampart, parapet, ditsh, covered way, and glacis. The curtains

were wholly formed of palisades, planted at a small distance from each.

other, and therefore not capable of much defence, even a.gain.st musket.
balls; they had a banquette within, and aditch and glacis without. A
small redoubt or ravelin was placed in the centre of each bastion ; and
all the latter were of sufficient size to admit of sixteen embrasuves, four

in each face, three in each flank, and two. in the gorge facing the- city. -

These works of defenee were badly supplied with ordnance. Few of
‘the bastions were furnished with more than four or five pieces of can-
non. Thaton the east or lower end of the city, bad its full complement;;
and the covered way was likewise pretty well supplied. ~This arrange.
ment or distributien of the ordnance was rather singular; it seemed tobe
mounted on those places the most invalnerable, and the least liable tohe
attacked. An assault by way of the sea was hardly to be expeoted, es-
pecially as the river was_well defended eighteen miles below, and as 2
Reet wholly unohstiuetedhy land hatteries, would find it extremely dif-
fienlt to ascend against the Lapidity of the ewrent.  The south west bas-
tion, with a connterguard aud traverses, and 2 small redoubt on the back
of the viver, coastituted the whole defence on the upper side of the city.
The first was usually supplied with tem or twelve, and the second with
five pieces of cannon. Not more thun ten pieces, however, could be
brought to bear on any body of men descending the river. Assoon asan
enemy landed on the open banks, which was by no means difficult, the
bastions became totally useless. A skilful officer at the head of diseiplin-
ed troops, in any degree acquainted with the country, would have expe-
rienced no great trouble from these works, especially asthey were most-
1y defended by raw militia, among whom regular duty was irksome, and
sonsidered as a grievance.

The inhabitants and others passedin and out of the city by means of
four pates. The two next the river were the most considerable, and
thev were situated sixteen hundred and twenty yards from each other..
The twain the rear,or on the back part of the city, were of much less:
nate ; one of them was placed on the road leading tolake Popchartrain :
They were defended by a breast work of no great strength or utility, All
the gates were of woad formed of palisades ten or twelve feet long. They
were shut every night at nine o’clock, and after that hour no one was
permitted to walk the streets without leave from the governor ; those
who transgressed this regulation were seized by the guards,.and detained

’
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{ill moining. House servants, by particular indulgence, weresometimes
-allowed to pass the streets on business for their masters or mistresses til]
-eleven o’clock.

Exclusive of the fire in 1794, slready mentioned, New Orleans soffer-
ed by a prior one in 1788, when about nine hundred wooden ‘buildings of
all deseriptions, mostly old, werereduced toashes. Those built on their
zuins have contributed to the beauty of the <ity.

Such in some degree were the features of New Orleans at the time it
fell into the hands of the United States.” Since that period it has been
greatly improved ; population has inereased; new springs are given to
commeree, property immensely asugmented in value ; the works repaired
and strengthened, and iouch additienal seewity afforded to the eapital of
Fouisiana.

Stoddard’s Sketches.
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& BRIEF NOTICE OF THE SPRINGS, MINES, CURIOSITIES, &C. ON THR
WESTLRN WATERS, AND SOME OF THOSE OF LOUISIANA.

A CELEBRATED AUTHOR,* in his observations on our western waters,
has suggested an idea, that “the whole scope of country from above a
range of mountains which cross the Ohio somewhere below the falls, as
high up as Pitsburgh, and bordering lake Erie, was once overwhehmed
with water, forming an immense lake. That the summit of those hills
was sufficiently high to do this, and that by some great convulsion of na-
ture, this barrier was rent toits base, and the watersbeing thus letloose,
the lake above was drained, and the floods centring from all parts of
the hi,’gher to the lower grounds, formed the bed of the river now called
Olio. ‘

This great revolution of waters, our author thinks, changed the face
of the country, and filled our hills with vast bodies of logs, drift-wood,
leaves, &c. which, through time, have formed those veins, of fine stone-
‘coal, of which we reap the benefit daily. As a eorroboration of this idea
of Mr. Volney, there is frequently found in our coal small pieces resem-
bling exactly the grain‘of the wood, and the bark of a tree; and it retains
this appearance even after it has gone through the fire and reduced to
cinder. Red pieces of cinder are also frequently discovered, resembling
€rocos, and which answers our silversmiths for the same purposes as
does that substance. It also apswers instead of emery, for sharpening
knives, razors, &e. if it be well pounded, sifted and mixed with sweet~

ail. ;

Near Georgetown, about 38 miles below Pittsburgh, on the Ohio, 2
mine of gold has been discovered, a specimen of which having been tricd
by a silversmith in Pittsburgh, who declared it to'be prre wirgin gold,
and without alloy. The lump produced had the appearance of having
been found ir a running water. :

A clay well calenlated for the manufacture of delf-ware, smoking
pipes, &ec. has lately been discovered near Pittsburgh. Ina creek emp-
tying into the Allegheny a smull distance above Pittsburgh, is found a
stoue which answers every purpose of the oil-stone made use of by car-
peuters, joiners, &e.  On the side of the hill to the east of the Alleghen
river, about two miles shove Pittsburgh, is a spring, the waters of whic
have perforraed cures for the cholera morbis. It also cures the inflam-
mat 'y] sore eyes. It is called the Alwm Spring, tasting strongly of that
mineral. T

On the Great Kenhawa, opposite the mouth of Cripple ereek, Mont-
gomery county Va. are mines of lead ; the metal of which i3 accompa-
nied with aportion of silver, too small, however, o be worth the trouble

* Volney's View of JAmericd.
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{ofseparation. Fhe pertion yielded is from 50 to 80lbs pure metal from
100lbs of washed ore. On the opposite side of the river, one mile
from the ore bank, is a furnace which works about twenty-five tons. of
lead a year. .

Valuable lead mines are #aid to abound in Cumberland, below the
" mouth of Red River. And in ahill between Cumberland and Tennes-
seerivers, is a bank of white earth, of great extent, supposed to be good
for making a fine kind of earthen ware, and-a short distance from it is a
bank of red clay, which is mixed with water and made use of for paint-

ing. ‘
%n Rock river, which empties into the Mississippi, very valuable lead
mines abound, and which are said to be the most extensive on the west-
ern waters—these are very little worked. : .
About 60 miles N. W. of Pittsburgh, and not farfrom the line be-
tween the states of Ohio and Pennsylvania, is a salt spriag, the water of
which being weuk, very little attention is paid toit:as yet. There are
considerable salt-works carried on within about 50 miles of Chilicothe, like-
wise a bank of fine yellow ochre near that place, Ohio state. :
Large salt springs abound at the Blue Lick, Big Bone, Bullet’s Lick ;
and on the north fork of Holstein; the waters of these springs yield from
one to one bushel and a half of salt from 1600 gallons of water, being a-
bout 80lbs of water to 1lb. of salt; but of sea-water 25lbs yictd 1b. of
" salt. On the Youghiogheny at Turkey foot is a salt spring; the river,
hgwever, overflows it, except in very low water—this springis not work-

Mr. Jeffergon, in his Notes, observes that « in the low grounds of the
Great Kcnhawa, 7 miles above the mouth of Elk river, and 67 above that
of Kenhawa itself, is a hole in the earth of the capacity of 30 or 40 gal.
lons, from which issues constantly bituminous vapor, in so strong a cur-
rent, as to give to the sand about its orifice the motion which it hasin &
boiling spring. On presenting a lighted candle or torch within 18 inches
of the hole, it lames up in a column of 18 inches' in diameter, and 4 or 5
feetin height, which sometimes burns out in 20 minutes, and at other
times has been known to continue 3 days, and then has been Jeft still burn-
ing. The flameis unsteady, of the density of that of burning spivits, and
smells like burning pit-coal. Water som:«times collects in the basin,
which js remarkably cold, and is kept in ebullition by the vapor issuing
through it,  1f the vapor be fired in that state, the water soon becomes
so warm that the hand cannot bear it, and evaporates wholly in a short
time.

¢ A similar one to this is on Sandy uiver, the flame of which is a col»
umn of about 12 inches in diameter, and 3 feet high.”” .

Iron mines are said to have been found between the Maskingum and
the Ohio, others in Kentucky, between the Cumberland and’ Burren
rivers, between Cumberland and Tennessee, on Reedy creek, near the
Long Island, and en Chesnut creek, a branch of the Great Kenhawa.

On the Youghiogheny and its branches, are very valuable iron ore
banks, and on Big Beaver creek mines of ove have been discovered. -

‘What is called the Iron Bankson the Mississippi, are said by compe-
tent judges to have no ore in them. And indeed whatis as yet known
of that country, it seems to want iron, though rich in other mines, of lead
espceially. ' : g

Z

.
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ke following description of the Hot Springs and Volcanic appearan-
ces in the country adjoining the river Ouachitta, in Louisiana,is ex-
tracted from the New York  Medicul Repository.” wol. 9, p. 47.

¢ During the summer of' 1804, several persons, residents of the Missis-
sippi Territory; visited the hot springs, and traversed the country of the
‘Ouachitta ; some from matives of curiosity, others on account of their
health : Among the latter was MajorE. a gentleman of the first respect-
ability in thisterritory. -To him 1'am indebted forthe greater part of the
information contained in the following observations. B

The Ouachitta is a viver of Louisiana; it empties into the Red River,
80 miles from the junction of the Red River, and the Mississippi, near
the line of demarkation. The Ouachitta runs nearly a south-south-east
zourse, and can be ascended in boats a distance of 600 miles, to where it
forks. The hot springs-are 100 miles below the forks, situated between
the 3ith and 35th-degree of north latitude, on a creek that falls into the
‘siver, and are about ten miles distant from it. N

The lands on the,Ouachitta, especially'in the neighborhood of the hot
aprings, are high, pdor, broken and stony.” Thisis the state of the Oua-
chitta lands generaliy, except near its mouth, where, for a, short distance
on each side, the lands are low, level and fertile, but for the most part
subject to be overflown.” - ’ .

« The tinber on the high lands cconsists of \gine, black jack, and moun-
tain oak. ‘Bilex or flint, with its various combinations, often in the form
of granite, is the stone most commonly met with, Schistus, or slate, ex-
‘Ists likewise in consideralile quantities. ‘Fine specimens of rock-crystal
from that place have been yitesented to me: the form is of an hexahe-
dral prism, terminated by pyramids of an eqnal number of sides.

«1 havereceived a number of specimens of the minerals.of the conn-
try. They were supposed, from their yellow and white metallic appear-
ance, to eontain the precious metals.” But afier a eareful analysis, I
could not discover any portion of gold or silver. “They were -composed
priccipally of the following ores: Antimony, mineralized by sulphur, of
2 bluish grey metallic eppearance, with a radiated erystallization, com-

of slender hexahedral wrisms, zine, mineralized by sulphur, form-
ng the ore called blende :—feldspar, of a white, _inelining to a red Eolo_r,
granulated texture, the surface covered with crystal, of a rectangu-
lar form, and very brilliant; black schorl, with pieces of quartz inter-
mixed. S

“ Volcanie productions are common. The face of the cpuntry bears
strong marks of fire. A rapid decomposition of mineral bodies below
the surface still appears to goon.  MajorE. duving his stay last summer
at the springs, witnessed a great explosion of one of the mountains in the
vicinity, attended with the sensation of an earthquake. An immense col-
umn of flame and smoke was seen to ascend a great distance : one of
hishunters was near the place at the time. He visited_the mountsain the
day after the erupties, and-observed lava stil flowing in the fissure caus-
ea by the explosion. o

“¢T'he hot springs are eongiderable in point of number, They arise
from the side of a hill, at the distance ofa gnarter of a mile from the
vreek. Major E. supposed the heat during'the dry season, to be at the
lolling point.  Meat waus boiled in them in a shorter space of time than
ould be accomplished by a culinary fire; they were made use of to pre-
are both tea and eoffee. The tergperature of these springsis influen-
¢ d by theseason. During the months of June and J uly, 1804, it was very
'y, norain fell during.that.time, The waters were diminished in quap-




ADDENDA. 219

tity, and the degree of heat was so great, that persons could not expose
themselvesto the vipor, which is the usual mode adopted by those who
visit them on acecount of their-health,

“These hot' springs have been, for somé€ time, much celebrated by
-people settled in their neighborhood, on the Mississippi and its branches,
for their cfficacy in curingor relieving ¢hironie pains, paralytic affections,
and inability' to motion generally. 'The Indians have, time immemorial,
resortéd to them on necount of their medicinal virtues.” The ground a~
round them i$ ¢alled by the abovigines, the lund of peace. Hostile tribes,
while here, remain at harmony with each other. ’

¢ Many of the white hunters, who are very liable to disease from ex-
posure to the vicissitudes of climate and, season, have been restored by the
use of thése springs, from a state of entire inability of motion, to com-
plete health and activity. .

¢ The water of the hot springs is soft and limpid, without smell. The
taste js agreeable. Itis drank after it becomes cool, and used for every
other purpose in preferénce to the water of the cold springs in the viein-
ity. ' ‘

Vi Ireceived a guantity of itbottled and sealed.  After a careful analysis,
by evaparatioh’ and precipitation, 1 found that it contaired less mineral
impregnation than water usaally does.  Litmus paper, lime water, the ni-
wate of silver, the oxatic acid, alcohol of galls, and the prussiate of 'ime;
indicated the presence of a small portion of carlonic acid, some of the
muriate of s0d4, a small quantity of ealeareous matter, and a searcely per-
ceptible portion of iron.  Muriate of barytes, spirits of ammeoniae, caus-
tie pot-ash,-acetate of lead, nitrate of mercury, the sulphurie and muri-
atic acids, with many other re-agents, commonly used to detect miner-
als; producedno effeet.

% As hot waters are usnally hmpregnated with minerals their heat has
been accounted for by their coming in contact with pyritous substances.
But the water of these springs, notwithstanding its great heat, would ap-
pear from this analysis, to be purer than spring water generally; we,
therefore, cannot account for the heat, by contact with mineral bodies in

- a state of decompasition. These springs are similar in this respect to the
water of the spring of Geyser, in Ieeland, the temperature of which is
212 degrees, the boiling point ; yet the eelebrated Dr. Black, who ana-
Iyzed the water, found it to be pure. From whenee then does the heat
of these springs arise, which, during a dvy season ave at the beiling point,
and next to those of Iceland, are the hottest known? Itis probable that
a rapid decomposition of mineral bodies exists below the strata over
which the water of these springs flows. The volcanic appearance of
the country sirengthens the supposition. The ealorie, evolved by the de-
compusing minerals, may permeate the subjacent strata, and be received
by the water. N

« The great relief experienced by persons who have visited these
springs, the healthfulness of the climate, and the seeurity derived from
the Araerican government, will render them in time, a valuable aequisi-
tion to our eitizens on the Mississippi and its branches.”

B

At about 500 miles from the village, of the Great Osages, in a west-
erly direction, after having crossed scveral streams of the Arkansas, the
traveller comes to a low bottom, surrounded by hills of 2 vast extent.
This valley is about 15 leagues ucross—The soil is a black sand, very
fine, and so hard that horses scarcely leuve any tracks on it. During the
hot and dry season, vapors rise from this botiom, which condense and fall

‘back upon the black sand, covering it with 2 layer of exceedingly white
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bout half an inch thick. The rains wash away this .Qc\mf,-
gﬂfﬁ:ufﬂf&:aﬁm 18 miles from this bottom, he meets with mines of
sal gera on the very surface of the earth.—The Indians who are perfect-
h it. ave obliged to make use of levers to break it up,

acquainted with 1 i
gul l%osen it. Atabout 15 leagues distance from the last mentioned
plaee, to the south, there isa second mine of sal gem, of the same nature

i nly differ in color; the former being white, and
t‘:xl:h ot%:r%'s: mgc%ig l(;ué. Further sonth, and still upon the streams of
the Arkausas, there isa saling, which may be considered as one of the

nteresti omena of nature. .

m("ftour:tf}:::%z::gng}:;nof a small hill, there are five holes about a foot
and an hzifin diameter, and two feet deep. They aré alwaysfull of a
very salt water, but never run over. Dip out as much as you - please,
there is no apparent diminution ; ‘the deficiency is instantly supplied:
and about ten feet lower down the hill there issues a spring of pure and
fresh wuter. % hen these regions becorne peopled, the transportation of
this rock sait will be perfectly easy, by means of the Arkansas. Expe.
rience has proved it to be preferable to every other kind in curing pro-
vistons, i

1f these remarks, made without order, but with a serupulous re«
gard to truth, should excite the curiosity of gentlemen who possess tal-
ents, and are capable of going to the bottom of matters which I have
dut superfieially touched, I cannot doubt that incaleulable advantages
will resalt from them, both te the United States and to the texritory of

a3 ‘”l,

N. Y. Medical Repository.

———

AN ACCOUNT OF LOUISIANA,

DISCOVERY, SETTLEMEX® AXD TRANSFER.

The country esst and west of the Mississippi was called Florida by
Bcbastian Cabot, who visited that part of the continent by order of Henry
Y11 of England, about the year 1497.

John Pontio de Leon, a Spaniard, arrived on the coast, anno 1512, at-.
terupted asettiement, and erected asmall fort.  The subjects of Charles
X. of France, seen: to have made several attempts to settle this country,
but were still defeateil by the Spaniards, until the year 1684, when Mons.
De la Sale discovered the mouth of the Mississippi, and built on the bay

a fort, which he ealled “ Fort Lewis.”—The founder having been assas-
sinated, the fort was abandoned until anno 1698, when captain Iberville
penstruted up the Mississippi, and having planted a few settlers, called
the eonatry Louisiana.  Untl this time the Spaniards had a few forts on
the coast, of which Pensacola seems to have been the prineipal, which is
14 leagues east of the isle of Dauphin. Abeut the vear 1720, Mons. La
Sueur sailed up the St. Lewis river or Mississippi above 760 leagues from
g’: mouth, and he observes that the river is known to flow still fur«
erup.

From this time it remained in the hands of Francé, whose monarchs
made several grants of its trade, in particular to Mr. Crosatin 1712, and
some yearsufterwards, with his acquiescence, to the well known compa-
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ay projected by Mr. Law, and which was relinquished in 1781. By a
seeret convention on the 3d November, 1762, the French government
ceded so much of the province as lies beyond the Mississippt, as well as
the island of New Orleans, to Spain, and by the treaty of peace, which
followed in 1763, the whole territory of France and Spain, eastward of
the middle of the Mississippi to the Iherville, thenee through the middle
of that river, and the lakes of Maurepas and Ponchartrain to the sea,
was ceded to Great Britain. Spain having conquered the Floridas from.
Great Britain, during our revolutionary war, they were coufirmed to her
by the treaty of peace of 1783. By the treaty of St. Ildefonso, of the 1st
of Oct. 1800, his eatholic mujesty promises and engages on his part to
cede back to the French Republic, six months after the full and entire
execution of the conditions and stipulations thevein contained, relative to
the duke of Parma, ¢ the colony or province of Louisiana, with the same
extent that it actually has in the hands of Spain, that it had when Franee
possessed it, and such as it onght to be after the treaties subsequently en--
tered into between Spain and other statcs.””  "T'his treaty was confirmed
and enforced by that of Madvid, of the 2ist of March, 1801.—From
France it passed to us by the treaty of the 30th of April, 1803. and was
taken regular possession of by our government on the 20th of December
following. : )

BOUNDARYIES.

1% precise honndaries of Louisiana, westwardly of the Mississippi,.
though very exténsive, are at present involved in some obseurity, data
are equally wanting to assign with precision its northern estent. From
¢he source of the Mississippi, it is bounded eastwardly by the middle of
the channel of that river to the 51st degree of latitude : thence, it is as-
serted upon very strong grounds, that accocding to its limits, when for-
merly possessed by France, it stretehes to the east, as far; at least, as the
zl-‘i;'e_r_lperdida, which runs into the bay of Mexico, eastward of the river

oblie. : ' s

DIVISIONS.

THis prevince as held by Spain, including a part.of West Florida, was
lid off into the following principal divisions :—Mohile, from Balise to
the city, New Orleans and the country cn both sides of lake Ponchar-
train, first’and second German coasts, Catabauose, Fourche, Veneznela, .
Ihervilie, Galvez town, Baton Rouge, Pointe Coupee, Atxcapas, Opelon-
sas, Ouaciiitta, Avoyelles, Rapide, Natehitoches, Arkansas, and the IiHi-
nois.

<1n the Illingis there were commandants, at New Mudrid, St. Gena.
vieve, New Bourbon, St. Charles and St. Andrews, all of which_ were
subordinate to the commandant general, )

Baton Rouge having been made a government, subsequéntly to the
treaty of limits, &e. with Spain, the posts of Manchac and Thompson’s
areek, or Feliciana were added to it.—Chapitoulas was sometimes re«
garded as a separate command, but was afterwards incloded within the
Jjurisdiction of the city. The lower part of the river had likewise ocea-
sionally a separate commandant.

Many of the present establishments are separated from each other by
immense and trackless deserts, having had no cormmunieation with each
other by land, except new and then asolitary instance of its having beer
attempted by husters, who'had to swim rivers, expose themselves to the
uslemeney of the weather, and carry their provisizns.en their backs, for

z.2.
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a time proportioned to the length of their journey. This was partieutar~
Iy the case on the west of the Mississippi, where the communication wag
kept up only by water, between the capitil and the distant settlements ;
three months having been required to convey intelligence from one' te
the other, by the Mississippi.—The usual distance aecomplished by a
boat in ascending, is five leagues per day. The rapidity of the current
in the spring season especially, when the waters of all the rivers are high,
facilitates the descent, so that the same voyage by water, which requires
three or four months to perform from the eapital, may be made toit in
from 12 to 16 days. The principal settlements in Louisiana are or the
Muississippi, which begins to be cultivated about 20 leagues from the sea,
where the plantations are yet thin, and owned by the poorest people.
Ascending, you see them improve on each side, till you reach the city,
which is situated on the east bank, on a bend of the river, 35 leagues
from the sea. )

CHAPITOULAS, FIRST AND SECOND GERMAN COASTS ~~CATAHANQSE—=
FOURCHE, AND IBERVILLE,

TrE best and most improved are above the ecity, and comprehend
what is there known by the Paroisse de Chapitoulas, Premier and Se-.
cond Cote des Allerands, and extend sixteen leagues.

Above this begins the parish of Catahanose, or first Acadian settlement
extending eight leagues on the river. Adjoining it, and still ascending,
is the second Acadian settlement or parish of the Fourche, whidh ex-
tends about six leagues. The parish of Iberville then commences and
is bounded on the east side by theriver of the same name, which, though
dry a great part of the year, yet, when the Mississippi is raised, it
co:nmunicates with the lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain, and through
them with the sea, and thus forms what is ealled th.e island of New Or-
teans. Except on the point just below the Iberville, the country from
New Orleans is settled the whole way aleng the river, and presents a
scene of uninterrupted plantations in sight of each other, whose froatsto,
the Mississippi are all eleared, and oceupy on_that river from 5 to25
acres with a depth of 40; so thata plantation of 5 acresin front contuins.
200. A few sugar plantations are formed in the parish of Catahanose;.
»ut the remainder is devoted to cotton and provisicus, and the whole is an
excellent soil incapable of being exhausted. The plantations are but
ape deep on the island of New Orleans, and on the opposite side of the
m as far as the mouth of the Iberville, which is 35 leagues above New

ans. )

BAY0T DE LA FOURCHE——ATACAPAS, AND GPFELOTSAS.

, ABOUT twenty-five leagnes from the last menticned place, on the west.
sde of the Mississippi, the ereek or bayow.of the Fourche, called in old.
maps La Riviere des Chitamaches, fiows from the Mississippi, and com-
munieates with the sea to. the west of the Balise. The entrance of the
Mississippi is navigable only in high water, but will then admit of crafts.
of from 60 to 70 tops burthen. On both banks of this ereck are sottle-
ments, one plantation deep, for near fifteen leagues, and they are divid-
€d into two parishes. The settlers are numerous, though poor, aad the
sohtare is universally cotton,  On 2l ereeks making from the Mississip-
pi, the soil is the same as on the bank of the river, and-the border is the-
highest part of it, from wheneg it descends gradually ‘to the swamp. In.
npplace onthe Jow lands is there depth.more thap suffices for ane planta-.
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tion, before you come to the low grounds incapsble of cultivation. This
ereek affords one of the commaunications to the two populous and rich set=
tlements of Atacapasand Opelousas, formed on and near the small rivers
Teche and Vermillion, which flow into the bay of Mexico. But the prin.
cipal and swiftest communieation is by the bayou or creek of Placque- -
mines, whose entrance into the Mississippi is seven leagues higher up on
the same side, and thirty two above New-Orleans. These settlements
abound in cattle and horses, have a large quantity of good land in their
vicinity, and may be made of great importance. A part oftheir produce
is sent by sca to New Orleans, but the greater part is carried in batteanx
by the creeks above mentioned. .

BATON ROUGE AND ITS DEPENDENCIES.

TxMEDIATELY above the Iherville, on both sides of the Mississippi lies -
the parish of Manchae, which extends four leagues on the river, andis
well culfivated. Above it commences the settlement of Baton Rouge,
> extending about @ leagues. - It is remarkable as being the first place where
the high Land is contiguous to.the river, and here it forms a bluff from
-thirty to forty feet above the greatest rise of the river. Here the settle-

ments extend a considerable way back on the east side ; and this par'sh
has that of Thomson’s creek and bayou Sara subordinate to it. The
mouth of the first of these ereeks is about 49 leagues from New Orleans,
and that of the latter two or three leagues higher up. They run from.
the north-east to the south-west, and their head waters are north of the
31st degree of latitude. Theirbanks have the best soil, and the greatest
number of good cotton plantations of any part of Louisiana, and ave al-
Iowed to be the garden of'it.

FOINT  COUPEE AND FAUSSE HIVIERE.

Asove Baton Rouge, at the distance of fifty leagues from New Or-
teans, and on the west side of the Mississippi is Point Coupee, a populous
andrich settlement extending 8 leagues along the river. Its produceis
cotton. Behind it, on an old bed of the river, now a lake, whose outlets
are closed up, is the settlement of Fausse riviere, which is well cut-
tivated. | -

In the space now described, from the sea as high as, and including the
last mentioned settiement, is contained three-fourths of the population,
and seven-eighths of the riches of Louisiana..

From the settlement of Point Coupee on the Mississippi to Cape Girara
deau above the mouth of the-Ohio, there is no land on the west side that
is not overflowed in the spring to the distance of eight or ten leagues from.
the river with from two to twelve feet water, except a small spot near
New Madrid ; so that in the whole extent there is no possibility of form-
ing a considerable settlement contiguous to the river on that side. The
eastern bank has in this respect a decided advantage over the west-
ern, as there are o it many situations which effectually command
the river.

ety 4 B

JAccount of a journey upthe Washita (“or Ouachitta } rrver, in Louisi-
ana, performed by William Dunber, esq. and Dr. Hunter—Extract
from the New York Medical Repository. N
THESE gentlemen were employed by Mr. Jefferson, president of the

United States, pursuant to a provision of congress, for exploring Louis-.

‘jana, as related atlarge in our Hex. ii. vol. i. p. 407. They set out fom

St. Catharine’s Landing op the Mississippi, on the 16th of Octeber, 1304,
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and proceeded to the mouth of the Red river. Thisis 50 called fromi
the reddish appesrance of the water, eaused by some earthy imapregna-
tion tinged probably with iron. At alittle more than twenty-three miles:
from the Mississippi, they eotered Black river, so-called from the clear--
ness of its water, looking dark when contrasted with-the muddy hue of
Red river. They proceeded siowly upwards, passing the place where
the river Tensa entersfrom the east, and the Catahoola: from the west,
and visiting the station called Fort Miro, ' about two hundred miles from
the entrance below, and which is out of the United Statesin that quarter:
As far up as.the junetion of the three rivers just mentioned, the coun-
try is alluvial and flat, the water sluggish, and the eurrentscarcely per-
ceptible. Immediately above, the high land and permanent strata of
soil begin. The latitude ‘of Fort Miro is about 30% 307, After visiting
various settlements, and encountering many difficulties, amidst shoals.
and rapids in the upper country, they arrived at length at the Hot
Springs, situated towards the source of the river, in lat. 34% 3im.

In prosecuting this expedition, it was discovered that frequent salines
or salt licks existed there. They learned that in the surrounding coun-
try, and in the spaces lying far towards the north and west, the rivers
‘Washita, Arkansa, and the Red river, were too brackish to be potable
in dry seasons. Salt springs; and plains incrasted with salt are reported
to Le interspersed through those regions. On the Washita they saw
swans and alligators. - About the lat. 38° the line of demarkation between
Orleans and Louisiaua, the long moss or tillandsia almost suddenly ceases,
keing found no. further to the northward ;. and about the same place ther
osiers, which grow on the banks of the viver, cease, and show themselves.
further on to the southward. . » o -

"F'he party proceeded nofurther than the Hot Springs. These are
six in number. They are situated about six ‘miles from the main stream.
to the north-west, as it there runs, and a little above the great rapids.
‘Their heat is too great for the hand to bear ; the highest temperature is
about 150°. The water, on cooling, is palatable, and very good to drink,
having but little foreign impregnation. The body of the mountain from
which it issues is silicious, partly flint and partly free-stone ; but the su-
perficial parts, which have been overflowed by the effusions from: the
springs, are incrosted with a stratum of ealearcous matter, that, in the
eourse of time, has béen deposited from their water. A trifling portion
of iron is sontamed in it ton, and precipitated with the lime.” In the hot
water of these springs a green plant vegetated, which seemed to be a
specics of the conferva growing i such situations ; propably the fontina-
5. But what is more vemarkable, a bivalve testaccous animal adhergd
to the plant, and lived in such a high temperature too. Here they dis-
eovered a kind of wild enbbage, which they eooked, and found to be mild:
and good for food. Between the Hot Springsand the place where the voy-
agers landed, are several Iicks-and oozings of salt water. They relute
their surprise at behalding piants, shrubs, and trees at the outlet of the
springs, absolutels growing and appearing healthy, while their roots were
exposed toa heat of 130% - :

The coldness of the weather was very remarkable. On the 30th of
Dec. the quieksilver sunk t0 9% ;. on the 2d of Jan. 1805 to' 6%, . On this
lstter ocession, when the temperature of the atmosphere was 6°, and of
the river water 32°, a condensed vapor floated over its surface, as is usu-
alin such cases. On January 11th, the mercury in the air was at 11°,
and in the Washita waterat 39°. On the 12th, the atmosphere was at
20°, and the river at 40°; In those cases of unequal temperatures much-
watery vapor hovered over the stream. The observers relate, thatal-.
though 20° of difference fe more than enotgh to-make this exhalation
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appear visible, yet that 13® of varjation are not enough for the purpose. -
Approsimating thereby to Dr. Mitchell’s experiments made at New
Yorkgin December 1801, - and published in Med. Rep. Hexade i. vol. iv.
p. 309.

Above the alluvial conntry, the rocks were chiefly of a sort of schistus;-
same of it aluminous, and all of it unfit for covering houses ; a kind of si~
licious composition, resembling oil-stone, or turkey-stone, but too brittle
for gan flints ; and a sort of sandy aggregate, which seemed asifitmight -
be employed for grind-stones. The mineralized and carbonated wood
was found in several places. There were no certain indications of the
proper fossil coal : ‘nor did they meet with any strata of gypsum. And,
notwithstanding the heat of the springs, they met with no lava, pumice,
or other voleanic matter. :

Having in the course of the voyage, collected in addition to what hag
been reluted, considerable information about the Caddaux, the Osages,
and the other nations of Indians which sometimes frequent the Washita
and the 4¢tle Missouri, which runs into it ;. having aequired a good deal
of kuowledge about the immense prairies, which are compared to Para-
dises, lying towards the sources of the Red river and the Arkansas, and
having made many astronomieal, geologieal, and meteorological observa-
tions from day to duy, the adventurers, with their crew of soldiers, got
back to Natchez near the end of January 1805. .

From thejournal of survey which they kept with all pessible corrects
ness, a map of Washita has been compiled at ' Washington, by Mr. Nich-
olas King, and engraved in Philadelphia, by Mr. William Kneass. ‘This
is a substantial addition to American geography.

This country was colonized early by the French. They projected and
began extensive settlements on the Washita ; but the generalanassacre
planned and executed in part by the Indians against the French, and the
consequent massacre of the Natchez tribe by the French, put an endto
these undertakings, and they were never resumed under the French gov-
ernment.

 The prairies of this region are deseribed as plains or savannas, with=
out timber, generally feriile, producing an exuberance of strong, thick,
and coarse herbage.  When a piece of ground is once got into this state
in an Indian couutry, it can have no opportunity of reproducing timber ;
it being an invarigble rule to fire the dry grass in the fall or winter, to
obtain the advantage of attracting game when the young tender grass be-
gins to spring. Thas the young timber is destroyed ; and annually the
Arairie encroaches upon the woudland. Itis probable that the immense
plains kiown to existin America may owe their origin to this practice.
‘The plains of the Washita lie chiefly on the east side. #nd bring generaly
formed like these “of the Mississippi, sloping from the banks of the river,
towards the great river, they are more or less liable to the influence of
inundation in the rear. ~ Thishas beenknown toadvance so far in certain
great floods, as to be ready to pour over the margin into the Washita.
Such an occurrence has however become very rare, and it may be gen-
erally estimated that from one-fourth of a mile to a whole mile in depth,
will remain exempt from inundation during the high fleods.”

Fishes are not plentiful in the Washita. In the vear 1799, the waters
of the Mississippi, ‘during an inundation, dammed up the Washita by re-
gurgitation, to such adegree, that they swelled considerabiy above Fort
Miro. The stagnation and corruption of the water from this eanse des-
troyed all the fishes in that part of the river, and they have been searce
ever since. The bois d’are (bow-wood,) or vellow dye wood, is some-
times seen near the Washita, .1t bears & gold-coloured fruitas large as

»
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the egg of the ostrich ; its deep green fo‘iiagé resembles that of the ore
ange tree ; and noforest tree ean compare with it for ornamental gran- -

dear ot three hundred miles sbove Nachitoches on the Red river, the
navigation is opposed by a very serious obstacle. This is the raft, or na-
taral covering which conceals the whole river for about seventeen leagues,
and is continually sugmenting by the drif t:wood brought down with eve-
ry considerable freshet.—This bridge, which wasfor a time nothing bug
floating trees, &e: supports at this time a growth of every thing growing
in the neighboring forest, not excepting trees of a considerable size. And
the river may be frequently passed without any knowledge of its exist-
ence, so perfectly is it concealed by the superincumbent mass of mates
rvials. It is reported that the water is working for itself a new passage
through the neighboring low grounds.

CONCORD—ARXANSAS—ST. CHARLES=—ST. ANDREW, &ec.

. THERE is no other settlement on the Mississippi, except the small one-
called Coneord, opposite to the Natchez, till you come to the Arkansas
river, whose mouth is two hundred and fifty leagues above New Or~
feans, .

Here there are but a few families, who are more attached to the In-
dian trade (by which chiefly they live) than to caltivation. There is no .
settlement from this place to New Madrid, which is itself inconsiderable.
Ascending the river you come to Cape Girardeau, St. Genevieve and St.
Louis, where, though the inhabitants are numerous, they raise little for
exportation, and coutent themselves with trading with the Indians, and
working a few leadmines. 'This country is very fertile, especially on the -
Bunks of the Missouri, where there have been formed two settlements,,
ealied St. Charles and St. Andrew, mostly by emigrants from Kentucky.
T'he peltry procured on the Iilinois is the best sent tothe Atlantic mar-
ket: wud the quantity is very considerable. Leadis to be had with edse,
and in such quantitics as to supply all Burope, if the popnlation were
safficient to work the numerous mines to be found within two er three
fect from the surtace in various parts of the country. The settlements a-
Rout the Illinois were first made by the Canadians, and their inhabitants
still resemble them in their aversion to labor, and love of a wandering
Efe. They contain but few negroes, compared o the number of whites ;
and it may be taken for a general rule, that in proportion to the disv
tance from the eapital, the number of blacks diminish below that of the
whites; the former abounding most on the rich plantations in its viz
cinity. .

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF UPPER LOUISIANA.

_WaEeN compared with the Indiana territory, the face of the eountry in
Upper Louisiana is rather more broken, though the soil is equally fertile.
Ttisa fact not to be contested, that the west side of the river possesses
some advantages, not generally incident to those regions. Itis elevated
and healthy, and well watered with a variety of large rapid streams, cal- -
calated for mills and other water works. From Cape Girardeau, above
t}u_a x:_no_utq of the Ohio, to the Missowi, the land on the east side of the
Mlsstssxpp:.islow and ftat, and oscasionally exposed to inundations; that
on the Lonisiana side, cantigucus to the river, is generally much higher,
and in many places very rocky on the shore.” Some of the heights exhi-
bit 2 scene traly picturesque.  They raise to a height of at least three
hundred feet, faced with perpendicular lime and free-stone, carvedinto
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various shapes and figures by the hand of nature, and affprd the appear~
anee’of amultitude of antique towers. From the tops of these elevutions,
the land gradually slopes back from the. river, withuut gravel or rozk,
and is covered with valuable timber. It may- be said with truth that, for
fertility of soil, no purt of the world exceeds the borders of the Mississip.
pi; theland yields an abundsnce of all the necesseries of life, und alinost
spontaneously ; very little laher being required in the cuitivation of the .
earth. Thut part of Upper Louisiaa, which borders on North Mexieo,
is.one immense.prairie ; it produces nothing but grass; it'is filled with
buffalo, deer, and other kinds of game ; the land s represented as too
rich for the growth of forest trees. )

It ispretended that Upper Louisiana contains in its bowels many silver
_and eop:per mines, snd various specimens of both are exhibited. Several
-trials have been made to aseertain the fact; but.the want of skill in the

artists hes hitherto left the business undecided.

The salt works arc also pretty numerous : some belong to individuals i
others to the publie. They, alveady yield an abundant supply. for the con.
sumption of the country ; and if properly managed, might become an ar-

- ticle of more general exportation. The-usual price per bushel is 158
eents in cash at the works. 'This price will.be still Jower as soon as the
manufacture of the salt is assumed by government, or patronised by men

-whohave large capitals to employ.in the business. One extracrdinary
fact relative to salt mustnot be-omitted. There exists about 1000 miles
.ap the Missouri, and not far from that river, a.Sali Mountcin? The ex-
istence of such a mountain might well be questioned, were it not for the

- testimony of several respectable.and enterprising traders, who have visit-
edit, and who have exhibited several bushels of salt to the, curiosity of
St. Louis, where some of it still remains. A speeimen of the -sae salt
hasbeen sent to Marietta. . This mountain is said to be 180 miles long,
and 45 in width, composed.- of solid rock salt, without any. trees, or even
shrubs on it .Salt springs.are very numerous heneath the surface of this
mourtain, and they fow throngh the fissures and cavities of it. Caves of

. salt-petre ave found in Upper Louisiana, though at some distance from
the settlements. Fourinen en. a trading voyage, lately-diseovered, ane
several hundred miles up. the Missouri. - They spent Hve or siz weeks

“in the manufacturing of this article, and returned to St. Louis with 406
weightof it. It proved to be good and they sold it for a high.price.

The geography of the Mississippi and Missouri, and their, eontiguity
for a great length of way, are butlittle known. ~ The traders assert, that
100 miles above their junction, a man may. walk from one to the other in
a day; and it is also asserted, that 700 miles still higher up, the portage
may he erossed in four orfive days. This portage is frequented. by tra-
ders, whao carry. on a considenable trade with. some of the Missonri Indi-
ans.  Their general route is through Green Bay, which is an arm of lake
Michigan; they then pass into a small lake conneeted with it, and which
communicates with the Fox river ;> They then cross over a.short port;
into the Ouiscousing river, which. unites with the Mississippi some dis.
tance below the falls of St.-Anthony. : It is alsosaid, that the traders-com-
municate with the Mississippi above these falls, through lake Superior—
but their trade jn that guarteris much less considerable.

. CANAL OF CARONDELET:

" Braryp New Orleans, isa canal about 13 mile long, which eommu-
nieates with a creék called the Bayou St. Jean, flowing into lake Pon-
chartrain. At the mouth of it, about 23 leagues from the city, is a smali
£t called St. Jean, which commands the entranee from the Iake. By
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¢his ereek the commitmication is kept up through the lake and the rivg.
Tets to Mobile and the settlements in-West Florida.  Craft drawing from
six to eight feet water can navigate the mouth of the ereek, but cxeept
_in particular swells of the lake cunnot pass the bar without being light

ened.
$T. BERNARDO.

O the east side ofthe Mississippi, about five leagues below New Or-
leans, and ut the head of the English Bend, is a settiement known by the
naimes of Ui Poblacion Ge St. Bernardo, or the Terre aux Beeuf, extend-
ing on botu sides of a ereck or drain whose head is contiguous to the Mis-
sissippi, and which fowing eastward, sfter a course of 18 leagues, and di-
viding itself into two branehes, falls into the sea, and luke Borgne. This
settlement cousists of two parishes : almost all the inhabitants of which
are Spaniards from the Canaries, who content themselves with raising
fowls, corn and gardea staff for the market at New Orleans. The lands
cannot be euitivated to any great distance from the banks of the creek,
on account of the vicinity of the marsh behind them, but the place is sus-
ceptible of great improvement, and of affording another communication
to small eraft of ‘from eight to ten feet draught between the sea and the

Mississippi.
SETTLEMENTS BELOYW THE ENGLISH TURN.

A the distance of 15 leagues below New Orleans, the settlements on
both banks ef the river are of but small account. Between these and the
fort of Plucquemines, the country is overflowed in the spring, and in ma-
ny. placesis incapable of cultivation at any time, being a morass almost
impassible for man and beast. Thissmall tongue of land extends consid-
crably into the sea, which is visible on both sides of the Mississippi from
@ ship’s mast.

COUNTRY FROM PLACQUEMINES TO THE SEA, AND EFFECT OF THE
HURRICANES,

Placquemines to the seais 12 or 13 leagues. The country is low and
swampy, chiefly covered with reeds, having little or no timber, and no
settlement whatever. It may be necessary to mention here that the
whole lower part of the country from the Einglish Turn, downwards, is
subject to overflowings in hurricanes, either by the recoiling of the river,
or reflux from the sea on each side, and on more than one oceasion it has
been covered from the depth of from 2 to 10 feet, according to the de-
scent of the river, whereby many lives were lost, horses and cattle swept
away, and a scene of destruction laid. The last calamity of this kind
happened in 1794, but fortunately they are not frequent.—Iu the preced-
ing year the engineer who superintended the erection of the fort Plac-
- guemines, was drowned in his own house near the fort, and the workmen
and -garrison: escaped only by taking refuge on an elevated spot in the
fort, on which there were, notwithstanding, 2 or 3 feet water —These
hurricanes have generally been felt in the month of August: their great-
est last about 12 hours. 'They commence in the south-east, veer about
to all points of the compass, are felt most severely below,'and seldom ex-
tend more than a few leagues above New Orleans. In their whole
course they are marked with desolation. Until that of 1793, there had :
‘been none felt from the year 1780,
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PASSES, OR MOUTHS OF THE MISSISSERPY.

~_Atout 3 leagues below Placquemines, the Mississippi divides itsetf info
three channels which are called the Passes of the river. viz. the East,
South and West Passes. Their course is from five to six leagues to the
sea. The space between is a marsh with little or no timber onit; but
from its situation, it may hereafter be rendered of importance. The
East pass, which is on the left hand going down the river, is divided into
two branches about two leagues below, viz. the pass a la Louvre, and that
known to mariners by the name of the Belize, at which there is a small
block house and seme huts of the pilots who reside only here. The first
of these secondary channels contains at present but 8 feet water; the
fatter from 14 to 16, according to the seasons.—The South puss, which
is directly in front of the Mississippi, has always been considered, as en-.
tirely choked up, but has 10 feet water. The 8. 'W. pass, whichis on
the right, is the longest and narrowest of all the passes, and a few years
ago had 18 feet water, and was that by which the large ships entered and
sailed from the Mississippi. It has now but 8.feet water, and will pro-
bably remain so for sorne time. In speaking of the quantity of water in
the passes, it must be understood of whatis on the bar of each pass; fir
immediately after passing the bar, which is very narrow, there are from
3 to 7 fathoms at all seasons.

COUNTRY EAST OF LAKE PONCHARTRAIN.

The country on the east side of lake Ponchartrain to Mohile, and in-
cluding the whole extent between the American line, the Mississippi a-
bove New Orleans, and the lakes, (with the exception of a tract of about
thirty miles on the Mississippi, and as much square, contiguous to the
line ‘and comprehending the waters of Thompson’s creek, Bavon Sara
and Amet) is a poor thin soil, overgrown with pine, and contains nogood
land whatever, unless on the banks of a faw small rivers. It would how-
ever afford abundant supplies of piteh, tor, and pine lumber, and weuld
feed large herds of cattle.

CULTITATION 0f SUGAR.

The sugar cane may be cultivated between the river Iberville and the
city on both sides of the river, and as far back as the swamps.  Below the
city however the lands decline so rapidly that beyond 15 miles the land
is not well adapted to it. - Above the Iberville the cane would be affected
by the cold and its nroduce therefore be uncertain.  Within these limits
the best planters admit that one quarter of the cultivated land of any eon-
siderable plantation may be planted in cane, one quarter left inf pasture,

. and the remaining half employed for provisions, &e. and a reserve for a

change of crops.  One Pausin Arpent of 180 feet square may be expeet-

ed to produce on an average 1200 weight of sugar, and 50 gallons of

rum. .
From the above data, almitting both sides the river are planted for 90
- miles in extent, and about J of a mile in epth, it will result that the an-
nual produet may- amount in round numbers to 25,000 hogsheads of su-
gar, with 12,000 pancheons of rum. Enterprising voung planters say
that one-third, or even one half of the arable land might be planted in
cane. It may also be remarked that a regular supply of provisions from
ahove at a2 moderate price would enable the planter to give his attentisn
toa greater body of land eultivated with cane. The whole of these Ianda
ad may be supposed, are gm'nted;iut in the Atacapas country there I
A
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. .
undoubtedly a portion, paraHel to the sea-coast, fit for the eulture of the
sugar cane. 'These vacant lands are to be found, but the portion is ag
present unknown.

In the above remarks the lands at Terre aux Beeuf, on the Tourche,
bayou St. Jean, and other inlets of the Mississippi, south of the latitude
supposed to divide those which are fit, from those which are unfit, for the
caltivation of the cane, have been entirely kept outof view. Including
these, and-taking one-third instexd of one-fourth of the lands fit for sugar,
the product of the whole would be fifty thousand, instead of twenty-five
thousand hogsheads of sagar.

SUYGARS EXFORTED.

. The following quantities of sugar, brown, clayed and refined, have
been imported into the: United States from Louisiana and the Floridas,

In 1799 . . 773,542lbs.
1800 . . 1,560,865
1801 . . 967,619
1802 . . 1,576,033

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

The productions of Leuisiana are—sugar, cotton, indigo, rice, furs and
peltiy; luinber, tar, pitch, lead, flour, horses, and cattle. Population
alone is wanting to multiply them to an astonishing degree. The soil is
fertilg, the climste salubrious, and the communication between most
partsof the province certain, and by water. ‘

20,000 bales of cotton, 3 ey .
ewt. each, at 20 ets. per ib.} B 1,344,000 Increasing.

4500 casks sogar, 10 o
ewt. each, at 6 ots. perlb. B 302,400 do.

800 do. molasses, 100
gallons ench 0 } & 32,000 ¢ do.
Indigo, ¢ 8 100,000 $  Diminishing rapidy
Peltry, @ 200,000
Luber, % 80,000
Lead, corn, horses, cattle, uneertain

All other articles,suppose  §  100.000
Total B 2,158,400

Aecording to the official retarns in the treasury of the United States,
there were imported into our territory from Louisiana and the Floridas,
merchandise to the following amounts, in the several years prefixed 2

In 1799 to the value of § 507,132
1800 904,322
1801 956,635
1882 1,006,214
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Descriptive Observations on certain parts of the country
in Louisiana 5 by dAnthony Soulard, esq. Surveyor of
Upper Louisiana, in a letter to J. A.. Chevallie, esq.
of Richmond. Translated from the French Manu-
seript by Dv. Mitchill.

Med. Rep.

"THE Missouri, whose sources ave still unknown, is however, alrea-
dy classed amongst the largest rivers. 1t is an object of astonishment to
every body. ‘The uninstrueted man admires the rapidity of its st'eamsy -
its extraordinary length, the salubrity of its waters, and their uncommon
“eolor. The experienced traveller is astonished at the viches scattered as
long its banks, and, looking into futurity, beholds this rival of the Nile
passing through countries as fruitful, as populous, and more extensive
than those of Egypt.

- The best informed ebserver can give but an imperfeet idea of the rich- -
¢s accumulated on its shores. This note can only peint out some of the
principal.—tlappily for our own time, an expedition is now going on un-
der the auspices of an enlightened government, to esplore this river to-
its sowrces.  What gratitude is due from the whole worid to those pere
sons who expose .themselves to the greatest fitigues, and even to the
greatest dangers, to enlarge the circle of human knowedge in thus bring-
ing, as it were, a new world to our view.

The Missouri unites with the Mississippi about five leagues above the
town of St. Louis, in about the 40th degree of N.1at.  And it must be re-
merabered that after this junetion, it runs about 1200 miles before it falls
into the gulf of M:xieo. But as this part of its gonvse is well known, T
shall eonfine rays=If'to the Missouri alone. - )

1 have ascended this river about 600 leagues, without perceiving any
‘diminution of its breadth or veloeity.

The principal streams which fall into the Missouri, as you aseend it
are the Gasconade, the Osage, the two Charatons, the Grand river, the
river of the Pluins, the Nichinan, the Batoney, the Great and Little Ni«

mahas, the Platte, the Sioux, the Runnag Water, and others.

For 25 leaguss abave inction with the Mississippi, there are differ-
ent sett!lements of American fan:itics, especiclly nt Bonhomme, Femme=
osage, &e. beyond these the banks are inhabited by savages only. The
Great and Little Osages, settled at 120 leagues on the waters ealled by
their respeciive names, the Cams, the Ottes, the Punis, the Loups. ov
Panis Manss, Mahas, the Pinens, the Ricuras, the Mai.daps, and tie Sie
oux.—The latter tribe has no fixed habit-tion on the Missouri, but visitit
regularly for the purpose of hunting. - .

The borders of the Missouri are olternately forests and prairies or
cleared plains. 'The higher we go up this river, the more common are
the prairies; and they seem to enlurge every year, in eonseqnen.ce of the
fires which overrun them in autumn. These fizes ave kindled'br the tn-
dians or the white hunters, sometimes by accident, and otherwise, for the
purpose of favoring their hunting. . :

The water of the Missouri is tarbil, and deposits a sediment of very
fire sand, which readily falls to the bottom.- This admixture, which ven-
ders it unpleasant to the sight, diminishes not iu the least its wholesome-
ness. Experience has proved it to be more salubrious than thatof the O-
hio and the upper Mississippi. . . :

The rivers and streams that empty into the Missouri below the P tte,
are clear and limpid; but above that'river they are tarbid as the Mis-
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soari itself, This muddiness is caused'by the sandy ba.nks or hi_ﬂs of
white earth through which they run. The bed of the Missouri is inter-
rupted by shouls, sometimes of sand, and sometimes of gravel, which fre-
quentiy change place, and cgnsequemly always render the navigation un-
gertam.  Its general course is north, a quarter north-west.

To give a precise idea of the incaleulable riches, scattered along the
sides of the Missouri, would require uniimited knowledge. The low bot-
toins are covered with huge trees, especiaily 'the poplar and cotton trees,
Targe enough for first rate canoes; the sugar maple; the red and black
walnut, so useful to joiners; the red and white elm; the three-thorned
acecia, of whicH impenetiable hedges may be made ; the osier; the red
and biack mulberry; the lime-tree, and the horse chesnut ; all of which
are very plentiful.” Red and white ozk, fit for vessels, aud all other sorts
af timber ; piue, and on the Stony suountains, cedar, are comiuon prq-
ductions. )

I find it inipessible to evumerate all the trees which are yet unknown
8 other countries, and with whose uses and qualities we are as yet unac-
quainted. The smaller plants are still more numerous; I, however,
touch that articte superficially for want of sufficient botanical information,
Tlie Indisns know the virtues of many of them. Some are used to heul
wounds, others to poison arrows; some aguin for dyeing colors; and they
emiplov certain vegetuble simples to cure vadically and promptly the ve--
verea: disense. . They conceal frora us, with great cave, a plant vhich
renders thera for some instauts insensible of the most vehement fire. I
have seen tiers take hold of red hot irons and burning coals without suf-
fering any isconvenienee.

Tlie lands io the neighborhood of the Missowri are excellent, aud when
suitivhted are cxpsbie of yielding all the productions of the temperate

- aniventos;-aud-even-SOTIE-of 3 -whentyruaize, and-eves——

vy kind of grain ; common and sweet potatocs; hewp, which seens tobe
an indigenous vegetable; even cotton suceeeds theve, though not so well
as further south: snd the raising of it answers a good purpose for the fam-
ilies already settled on the river, for from a field of about two acres of
this they can obtain a erop sufficient to clothe a family. The natural
praivies are a great resource for them. These afford excellent pasture,
and require but little Isbor tofelear themn.  After one year’s cxertion, &
snan may enjoy his fields duly prepared for erops.  Brick and potter’s
earths are very common, and the true Chinese Kaolin is reported Ly
200 judges to be there, that substance w which porceluin owes its pecu-
itur fineness.  And there exists on the borders of this grand viver, salt
springs endugh tofurnish salt for the country when it shall be inhabited,
and a great deal to spare.
 Saltpetre is found very abundantly in numberless caverns near the
Missomi. The rocks are generally ealeareous; though there is one
whieh is peculiar to this river. Ttis of a blood red color, compact, yield-
ing to a tool, hardening in the air, and reeeiving the neatest polish. The
uatives make their pipes of it. The strata are so-extensive that there is
any quantity that may be wanted for other purposes. There are also
gunrries of marble, but we kuow as yet little more than its color, which is
veinerd red.  Itis said there isa body of gypsum there ; and this would nut
be difficult to explore. Volcanic productions ave also found there, evin~
cing the existence of burning mountains in former times, or in situations
now unknown. -

The short stay usually made among the savage nations, has hitherto
been unfavorable to the acquirement of correct information concerning
the mines and ores near the Missouri; we know with certainty of none
other an those of iron, 1ead and coat: but from the accouuts given by
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she Indians, there eanbe no doubt that tin, eopper, and silver, are found
in those parts ; and particles of gold are said to have been picked up on
the surface of the earth, and in the bottom of brooks.

The productions of the Missouri at this time ave received from the Ta-
dians and the hunters, in exehange for goods and merchandise, and may
be exhibited in the following table. _

MISSOURI PRODUCE.

Beaver . . . < . . 12,28llbs. at R.120 B 14,757 00
Fox skins b‘ k P 802 - 050 .. - 40100
Bear skins, black, gra; 1 a ) g }
Yellow and el et } 9,54 . 200 . 508200
Cowskins . . . . . . 189 - 150 . 28350
Deer skins in the hair . 6,381 . ¢50 .. 81950
Bears’ grease . . - 2,310 galls. 120 .. 277200
Otter skins . . . . 1,267 1bs. 400 . 5,00800
Rackoon skins . , . 4,28 . 025 .. 1,06200
Bison bides or robes . 1,714 . 300 . 514200
Dressed deerskins . . 96,926 . 040 .. 3877040
Talow andfat . . . 8,313 . 02 . 1,66260

R 77,971 00

"This table, which is made as correct as possible onan average of fifteen -
years, thus gives an amount of 77,971 dollars, without meutioning mus-
guashes and martins. Caleulating at the same rate, the value of goods
carried up the Missourd, and exchanged for this peltry, would be 61, 450
dollars, reckoning the charges to amount to 2 guarter part of the worth of
the artieles. From thisit follows, that the trade affordsan annual profit
of sixteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-one dollars, or-about a profit
of 27 per cent: '

If the Missouri trade, badly regulated, and without enconragement;
gives annually such a profit there can be no doubtof its inereuse, if én-
couraged by government. It must be ebserved; that the price fised in
the preceding table is that current at the Hlinsis. If the London price -
was taken, deducting freight and charges, the profit would appear much
greater, If the Missouri, left to the savages, and having but a.single
branch of trade, affords sach great returns, in propertion to the eapital-
employed in it, what might we not expect from individuals or eompanies
with large funds, aided by a numerous population, and devoting them-
selves to other sorizof traffic. Some of these I am bold to say; mny be
undertaken with a certainty of success; when we consider the riches af- -
forded by its banks, and-of which, in thisnote, 1have endeavored to sketeh
an outline. '

Dated at St. Lauis, of the: Ilinois, Mareh 1805, °
——

~ ABRIDGMENT OF LEWIS AND CLARK’S EXPEDITION. .

Brrone the cession of Louisiana to the United States, this was the re-
gion of fable. Fancy peopled it, and 2 thousand miraeuious t-les were
related. The mammoth, that gonder of the reation, it was thought

‘ A2
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might be there, and Welsh Indians, with remnants f the Jewish tribes.
The ancient maps represented the Missouri as an incousiderable river, ris-
ing at no great distance from the stsxss:ppl, and running nearly paral-
lel with that river, until it discharges itselt : and a country extending to
the west for a distance unknown. The British establishments on the
lakes, in a short time after their commencement, ascertained that. this
was not the case ;, they frequently went across to the Missouriat its novth
bend, but found themselves a long way from itssource. ' No one had ever
ventured fur beyond the Mandan villages. By the voyage of M‘Kensie,
it was satisfaetorily ascertained that the Missouri took its rise in the great
Rocky mountains. . o ik =
All the tract claimed by the United States, between the Mississippi and
the Pacific ocean, remained unknown. We were unacquainted. with its
"~ animal and vegetable productions. Shortly after the cession, it was of
- .mpurse deemed necessary by an active and enterprising government, that
“thése regions should be explored. Accordingly captains Merriwether-
Lewis and William Clark, with a chosen band, were. despatched a-
cross the eontinent, by the way of the Missouri; and lieutenant Pike,
first to find the source of the Mississippi, and afterwards. to explore the -
Avkansas and Red rivers, and the southern part of this immeénse tract.
Jommals of the travels and:- voyages,of thesc gentlemen have been prom-
ised to the world; and they have been long expected with impatience.®
T'heir discoveriea have been highly important both as to the geography,
and the natural history of America; and in-a politieal point of view of
epnsiderable moment.

1 will.endeaver to give a brief narrative of the expedition of Lewis and*
Clark, as fur as 1 am able to colleet from the best information.

They began to aseend the Missouri on the 14th May, 1804.—The
whole party was forty-three in number, personsin every respect adapted.
to the oceasion  Every thing necessary for their security and conxort,
as well as whatever was.believed econducive to the assistance or advantage-
of the enterprise, had been provided with great care and caution. They.
yraceeded on their voyage up # part.of the river that was. considerably
frequented, and was not unknown. The French and some American.
traders had ascended to trade with the Osages, and a number of other-
rations higher up, as far as the Sioux, and some even as far as the Man-
dans.  Without meeting with any oceurrence of importance, the party
after passiug through a fine country, arrived on the 27th July atthe mouth
af the Platte or Shallow river, which comes. in from the south, and is
three quarters of a mile wide at its mouth.. Hunters were sent out at
this place 1o annouance the change of government to scveral tribes of In..
dians who,inhubit this.river, the Panis, the Ottos and the Loups: Not:
Being able at this time to find any of the natives, they continued their
voyuge a few. days, to a place in lat. 41% 17/, where ‘the hunters bronght-
in some Lidians.” A council was held, and the place called Council Bluffs,.
The Indians were pleased with the change of goverament, and still more-
with the trinkets that were given them. Three Ottos and the same
number of: Missowi’s were made chiefs by giving them a medal,t sus..

* Both of these have appeared since- this sketch was made from
Gass’s Journal. That of Lewis and Clark, is one of the most inters.
esting ever published in America. Since this, H. M. Brackenridge,
ﬁq.}gas.pubhshe!l his. Journalof a voyage up the Missouri as faras vhe

andans. E

T In imitation, perhaps,‘o'f. the star and garter;. of some barbarians in.
Eiwope. The taste of wncivilized nations must be_consultgd.. Whethey
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pended to a viband. The next Indians they met in the coarse of their
voyage, were about sixty in number of the Sioux nation. Five of these
were presented with medals, and their ehief persuaded to go to the Fed.
eral city. When they arrived at the main body of this party, eonsisting
of about 80.lodges, and eight hundred or a thousand souls, they were 1~i
ceived with mueh kindpess.  Captains Lewis and Clurk were by turns,
carried by them to their.couneil lodge, in buffalo robes. They killed g
dog, according to the Indian custom, tofeast en; snd entertained their 1
‘guests by their dance and song.  Although they manitested considerable
viendship, some disagreeable oceurrenee took place. Many of them ap-
peaved disposed to pilfer. At onetime when captain Clark was about re- :
tarning to the boat, they surrounded and attempted to detain him.  With
presence of mind taking advantage of their superstitious fears, he told
them that there was more medicine on board his boat than would kill
twenty such nations, upon which they. desisted. This was, however, be-
fore their arrival at the lodges; and the Indians who made this attempt,
. alledged by way of excuse, that they only Wished them to stop there, that
their women and children might get a sight of the boat.  When about to
push off, several of them attempted to detain the boat, by taking hold of
the cable, notwithstauding some of the chiefs were on board —Cuptain.
Lewis was near ordering his men to fire ; this act might have put an end
to the expedition. Some of the chiefs went on shore, talked to them,
and they finally agreed for a little tobaceo to be eivil. These were part
.of a wandering tribe, on whom little faith could be placed ; they had been
in the habit of attempting to detain-the traders amongst them by foree ;
and it was only by assailing their fears that safety could be expected.
The party coutinued theiv voyage through a.country of a different appeas~
ance from that which they had left; vast praivies stretehed forth on eis
ther side of the river, with hardly a stick of timber, execpting the willow
and cotton wood, on the bottoms. Somietimes the river washed the base
of high bluffs or banks of a dark color, composed of earth, drumbling
ke sugar. It is remarkable, that on the tops of these, many singue
lar petrifactions were found of vegetoble snd animal kinds, while none
were to be seen in the plains. The skeleton of an enormous fish forty-.
five feet in length, wus found, upon the top of one of these hills. Inoth-
er places, trees completely stone were seen, and many other curiosities:
But nature seemed disposed to make amends for the-steril appearance of
the country. It was stored with vast quantities of game; the buffalo, the-
deer, and the elk, and many animals not common elsewhere; such as:
the goat or antelope, in flocks of sixty or an hundred;. the blaireaux or
badger; the praivie- dog, a singular quadroped, resembling a common.
domestie dog of a small size, and living in towns or burraws.

After traversing the territory of the Sioux, who cecupy nearly eight
hundred miles on the Missouri, the pavty arrived- at the villages of the
Ricaras. A stationary people who have considerable agriculture, and
raise for their sustenance and trade, Indian eorn, beans, peas, pumpkins,.
simlins and tobacco. They were treated with mueh kinduess, and lib-

-,

we hud a right to make constitutions and orduin these chiefs, T will -net
zay. If we are the true suceessors of the PPope, then there can be no
doubt.  But policy ecrtainly reguired that every measuve should be taken
0 cqaciliate the good will of these people. The method was harmless
to say the most of it;. and indeed, the medsls were generally given to the:
chiefs of the nations when they could be fousd. This was no xeore tham:
recognizing their authority.

+ Some drug, sapposed to have magic power.
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erally presented with- these avticles. Leaving th.e"se people they eontin-
ued their voyage, and on the 27th September arrived at the Mandan vil-
lages, more than 1600 miles from the mouth of the Missouri. The sea-
son being advanced, the party concluded to winter here.—This nation has
the churmeter of being the most civil ou the Missouri. - They resemble
the Ricaras in being stationary and agricuitural ; but in some traits they
differ from most of the Indian nations. Their skin is whiter, and we are
informed that fair hair isnot unusual amongst them. Their manners are
like those o: other Indians, with butlitile variation. There is this affin-
ity in all the Indian nations of Novth Ameriea, perhaps of all savages,
saperstition is the predominate quality ;. the invariable attendant of ig-
norance.  In their treatment of the dead-they differ from others ; instead
of burial, they are wrapped in buffalo robes, and placed upon a seafiold.
A shmilar method was formerly practised amongst the nations of the Mis-
sissippi, but it has for sometime been disused. On this scaffold are plae-
ed the offerings of those who wish to  manifest their respect or friendship
tothe deceased ; which is estimated aceording to the value of the article
offcred. Some have been known to fusten a horse to this seaffuld, and
permit the poor animal to remain until it perished; in order that the
deceased might be wble to pursue the buffalo in the other world on horse
back. i

Our adventurers set off again in the spring, having sent back their bat-
teaux, losded with variousarticles, and many curiosities which had been
procured in the course of the expedition—They proceeded twohundred
snd seventy-eight miles, to the Yeliow-stone river. The country from.:
the Mandans was not so level. - Some hills rose to a vast height; and it
was aseertained beyond any doubt, that many of them were voleanie.
The pamice stone was strewed around in great asbundance, the smell of
sulphur in places still strong. and smoke was seen issuing from the earths
Muny ofthe hills were even washed bare of soil and-herbage by the rairs,
ard looked like vast heaps of clay. This must contribute to the muddi-
ress of the 3lissouri. A curious reflection that the soil on which New
Orieans is built, may have been brought two thousand miles down theri-
ver! In the neighborhoot of the Yeilow-stone river, the lunds are ex-
ceedingly fine.  On the Missowi there are irequently rish bottoms, but
with great searehiy of timber. The party had now got into a region,
which no whiteman that we know of, had passed throngh. After passing
this river, they found a country sterile and harven, and procured wiih
difficulty « suificieney of wood tocock with. Guame iiowever was abund-
aut. The mountain sheep, an animal that is probably a non-deseript,
wasnpow first seen. It is ealled the ibex, from the affinity which it is said
to have to thatanimal. The white bear, afierce and enormous beast of
prey, began to be frequent. The sizeis at least twice that of the com-
mon brown bear : and instead of fiying from: man will openly attack him,
The Iudians declave that many of their best warriors have fallen vietims
to his furr.  They are said to thirst for humau blood ; the men were fie--
guently pnrsued by them, and several times varrowly escaped. It was
now rematked that the waters of the Missouri became more clear; a
nanzher of very eonsidernble rivers emptying i from tlie south had been
possed, and which were all observed tobe of the same turbid color of the:
Missonri. At the juuction of a. considerable stream with the Missouri,
called the Maria river, the purty was at a stand which to take. After
examining both, the northein one Was chosen. At the mouth' of the Ma-
ria, they eoncealed their Ia ge periogue, and the greater part of the bag..
gage. On the 16th of June they arrived at the falls of the Missouri. With
much difficalty and Iabor they transported their esnoes and baggage over
= portage of eighteen miiles, ~These fallsin the course of seventeen miles-
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have a descent of 302 feet ; the first great pitch is 98 feet, the second 19,

the third 47, the fourth 26, besides several smaller onws. This is the
first great interruption in the navigation of this astonishing river, for two
thousund five hundred miles. Sand bars, sawyers and rapidity of carrent
presented considerable difficuities ; but in spite of these they were able to
ascend on an average fifteen or twenty miles per day. But it must be
observed that the chanmel of this riveris in general amazingly erooked,
In many places, after ascending for twenty or thirty miles, they found
theinselves within sight of a former encampment. The ivon boat invent-
ed for this oceasion was now unpacked ; buffalo skins were procured to
coverit. It was launched into the water, and called the Experiment.
But the Experiment would not do, it leaked so much in spite of every
exertion, that it was thonght advisable to leave it behiud.

Above this place the Missouri was found more smooth and gentle, and
beautified by many bandsome islunds. The country became mountain.
ous. DLmense peaks of solid rock of a dark brown color, rose to the
hight of a thousand or twelve hundred feet. Mountain sheep were seex:
on the very tops of them, though their sides were almost perpendicular.
Asthey advanced, these motntains in some degree subsided, and were
well timbered with pine, cedar and fir ; but nothing grew in the valleys
except short grass aud some willows. This was probably a spur of the
great Rocky mountains, Aboutthe latter end of July the party arrived
at the three forks of the Missourl. Here they encamped some time, and
having explored for a considerable distance the three branches, they re-
solved to pursue the northern, and which was called Jefferson river, as
the west was ealled Gallatin and the southern Madison. After proceed~
ing througlh a desolate, barren and mountainous couniry, and ascending
with great difficulty ashallow and rapid stream, they were met on the

- A7th Angnsthy capt. Lewis, accompanied by about twenty of the Snake
Indians, with horses. The caﬁﬁﬁ%mmmnw

ters of the Columbia, about forty miles distant. It was resolved to leave
the cances at this place, and horses being proeured from the Indians
thiey continued their course up thie north branch of Jefferson river, and
in about twenty-five miles, arrived at the very head or source of this riv.
erand of the Missourl. The samne day they erossed the dividing ridge,
littie more than a iile to one of the sources of the Columbia. Here they
were met by two ladians apparently much rejoiced to see them. These
people instead of shaking hauds as a token of friendship, have a singular
custom of throwing their arms round the neck of the person whom they
salute. Pursuing their journcy scross the mountwns, they came toa
village of the Snake Indians on abranch of the Columbia. Huving pro-
cured some horses here, proceeded down the sonth side of the stream,
but soon found it impraetic:ble from the vast precipices that every where
presented themselves, and were compelled to tarn back By the advice
of the Indians thev ecrossed to the north side, and again pursued their
Journey.—During two or three weeks they esntinued to clan.ber over pre-
cipices, and travel across snow tapt mountaius, worse if possible than th_e
Alps, until they became almeost exhausted with fatigue and hunger; their
provisions were exhausted and game was extremely scarce. The porta-
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ble soup was thought of. aund aceordingly isseed to the men as provisions.

But it had the same effect as Don Quixot’s balsam. The men preferred
“killing one or two of their horses, and subsisting on that flesh. At length,
however, with much joy, they reached the termination of these vast
mountains, and arrived at a considerable branch of the Columbia, calle
ed the Koos-koos-ke. Here they found Indians of the Flat-head nation,
they appeared an inoffensive harmless people, like the Snake Indians,
and livea miseraoiy ; & few roots and berries manufactured into a Kind of

%
|
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Mread, and the fish emught in these rivers, whieh are in the season in great
abundance, purtieularly the salmon, constitute their usual dict. Thisna-
son had beads and ocher artieles which they said were proeured from
white peopie atthe mouth of the river. They frequently cross the moun-
Wins to hunt the buffilo, there being no game on their side of any aceount,
Etis a singulir circumstance, there was found in 'thei‘r possessicn several
Heeces of the common sheep, or at least resembling it very much.——
- ¥Whether the animal from which this was taken, can be found in that
guacter or not, i uncertain. The fleeces might have been brought from
New-Spain.  Adter presenting medals to some of the chiefsof this nation
the purty provided themselves with canoes, and once more consigned:
themscivesto the water ‘ : .

For several hundred miles they passed through a country of high prai-
rie land, with scarcely any timber, and but little game ; the chief de-
pendence for provisions was on the natives, whose lordges werc to be seem
every ten or twelve miies on the viver, and who were always inoifensive
and obiiging.  After entering the Colmnbia they proceeded until they
eame o the rapids, where the face of the country began to change and
become mors mountsinous. It is the first range from the sea shore, and
which eorfinzs the river for several-lmundred miles, between it and the
rocky ravnniains, preventing the Columbia from discharging itself inte
the sea.  After pussing this range, a better timbered country was found,
and & seil of a batter kind, thongh by no means of an excellent quality.
The timber was chiefly fir, pine and spruce; on the bottoms, cotton
wood, maple and ash; a great proportion of the country, however, is
prurte.  There were several ditferent nations, generally of a more hos-
tile «nd thievish disposition than those the party had left.

On the 15th Nov. 1805, our adventurers, with much satisfaction, enter-
ed the bax into which the Columbia discharges itself, and at fength;in 38%

-3% N.fav camme Tu sighi of the Pacific ocean.

The enterprise having been thus far satisfi.ctorily completed. the party
wintered at tnis place, subsisting prineipally upon the efk. which abound-
ed il was ulnost the only kind of game to b found.  In the spring the
party measured back their steps to the Rocky mountains, encountering’
more diffen'ties and haidshins, if possible, than at first.  On ascending
the Cnlumbiz, a large river of 500 y2-ds width, which on their descending
had been bid by an island, was diseovered making in from the south.
Having all passed th+ mountains in saf:ty, thev separated at the head of
the Aissourd, in o r to explore that part of the country. Captain Lew-
is had & skirinish with an Indisn nation, in which he killed one of them,
and another was Killed by onc ofhis men « he therefore found it neces-
sary tohasten to the pluce of rendezvous, socner than.it was intended.
Having auited the parties, they descended the river to the Mandan na-
tan, wid heve prevuiled on one of the principal ehiefs, She-he-keh and
Lis fumily, to acesmnany them.  After an absenee of two vears and four
months. they arrived cn the 26th of Sept. 1806, at St. Louis, to the great
satisfuction of their fellow eitizens, who had begun to entertain serious
appreliensivns far their safety,




ADDENDA. " 208

& GEOGRAPHICAL AND STATISTICAL SKETCH OF THR® DISTTICT
OF MOBILE.
SITUATION.

_ That tract of country which we have deneininated the District of Ma-
bile, is situated in the eastern part of the Mississippi territory, aud com-
prehends the county of Washington on the Mobile* aud its tributary
streaws and the new county of Madison in the great bend of the 'Ten-
nessee. ‘

The District of Mobile, a3 laid offfor the purpose of collecting duties
on hmports and tonnage, coinprehends the shores, waters and inlets of
the bay and river Mobile and others emptying into the gulph of Mexico
west of the Mobile to the Puseagola inclusive. That fract of country
which we have here denominated the distriet of Mobile lies between the
31st and 85th degrees of North latitude, and sccording to the maps, be-
tween about the Tth and 12th degrées of longitude west from the eity of

‘Washington.
BOUNDARIES.

This district is bounded on the North hy the Tennessee state line, orf
the west by the Peart viver, and a linef running due north from its
source to the Tennessee line ; on the south by the boundary line between
the United States and Flovida, and on the eust by the Chatahouchee
river, as far as the mouth of the Uchee, and from thence by a direet line
to Nickajack on the Teunessee river, and by that river itself, from Nick-
ajack, up as far as the boundary of the state of Tennessee. '

EXTENT.

T-om Mr. Ellicott’s savvoy of the nutional boundary at the 51st de-
gree of north latitade, it appears that Pearl river the western limits of
+this distriet, is 106 miles from the Mississippt, and that from Pearl river
to the Mobile river itis 100 miles, and from thence to the Chatahouchee
the western limit of Georgia 175 miles—inaking the whole extent of the
district on the boundary line 275 miles. Itappears in like manner fromy
a map lodged in the war office by eaptain E. P. Gaines, that from the up-
perend of the Muscle Shoals to the Tennessee viver due south to the
national houndary it is 262% miles, which -after adding the distance from
the Musele Shoals to the “Cennessee state line, will make the whole:
length of the district of Mobile about 280 miles.

So that this dfstriet, the existenee of which is scareely known to the
Ameériean people, probably contains a greater_number of square iniles,
than thé important states of Pennsylvania or New York. Howeverasa
great proportion of itis-elaimed by the Indians, that part to which the
Tndian title has been extinguished, and which is partially settled by the
¢itizens of the U. States, approaches nearer to the extent of Maryland,.
New: Jersey ov-Connecticut.

% S eafled by the French, probably on account of the nneertaioty of
.jts freshes. Mobille iustead of Mabile, is a name very lately introduceds
_ probably from inadverteacy. .

The proelamation establishing the county of ‘Washington, made the
territorial boundaries upen North, Bast and South, and Pearl river o
the West, the limits of that country. The northern territorial Louns
dary at that time erossed Pearl river: but the territory has since beew
gxtended so-as to throw its porthern limit above the source of

“ver.
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The United States have the sbsolute right of the séil and jitrisdiction
from the Peard river to the Creek line, but a few miles east of the eastern
channel of the Mobile. The northern boundary between the land of the
United Statesin this district, and the Chactaws, is where it crosses Pearl
river, 52 miles north of the national boundary, but the eastern termina-
tion on the dividing ridge between the waters of Tombigby and Alaba-
ma, will probably be found (for the commissioners are now engaged in
Tunning it) to be considerably farther north from the Spanish line.

SOIL.

The Soil of this district varies considerably in different parts of it. For
the first forty miles above the national boundary, the good land is, gener-
ally speaking, confined to the low grounds of the larger watcr courses.
The swamps, as they are called, of Pearl river, of the Estobacha and
Chichasawhae, forks of the Pascagola, of the Mobile river, and of the
Tombighy and Alabama, forks of the Mobile, are extensive, rich, and
productive. The higher parts of the swamps are thickly covered with
amazingly large and lofty cane, and the growth of timber, is cotton wood,
gum, osk, bay, laurel and magnolia. The lower swamp lands have no
cane, but a magnificent growth of eypress is intermixed with other tim-
ber. The highest part of the swamp, is generally vearest the river.
There are no levees or embankments, as on the Mississippi, and the
floods which ocear in a greater or a less degree every year evidently in-
orease the fertility of thegland—The breadth of our river bottoms or
swamps, varies very consiﬁerablv. Probably they are for the most part
frotn oue mile to 3 miles wide, but more frequently less than 2 miles than
more than that width. :

Below the division, indeed, of the Mabile river, between Fort Stod-
dart and the line, the whole of the river swamps, including that of its
three channels, is from eight to ten miles wide; and the same may he
said of the land Iying in the forks of the Alabama and Tombigby, for
the space of a few miles above their junction.

The other lands through this large extent of country, are.generally
npen pine woods, affording good range for cattle, immense supplies of
jumber, pitch, tar, and turpentine, but whilst unmanared, affording no
encouragement to tillage.

The same general observations which are here made, as to the coun-
try forty miles above the national boundary line, will apply to the country
below the line; except that where yvou approach within 20 or 25 miles
of the sea share, the pine lands, instead of being diversified by hill and
dale, as they are above, become a dead uninteresting flat, a great part of
which is in the rainy season covered with water, so as to render it un-
pleasant, though not impractiesble to travel through it.

At a greater distance than 40 miles from the national boundary, asyou
proceed northward, the face of the country and the natural soil consider-
ably changes. Large bodies of fertile land. are then found at a consider-
able distanee from the Tombighy viver, and instead of the long-leafed
pine alone, you behold 2 diversified and luguriant growth of white oak,
black osk. gum, magnolia, hickery, walnat, cherry, and poplar. And
the same ohservations hold good, not only as to the land west of the Tom-
Bighy, but likewise with regard to the land lying on the forks of that riv-
er and of the Alahama. Not, however, that in either place there are
compact bodies of such rich lands, extending over a country of 2 preat
many miles in cireait, a5 in Kentucky and the state of Ohio; but there
are several pareels of such land sufficiently large to sapport respectable
sHilements, ) :
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s to that part of the district which lies in the great bend of Tennessee,
4nd forms the new county of Madison, the writer of this articie can speak
with no precision zbout. it.. The country however, in the Great Bend,
has been uniformly represented, as containing a fine body of land of ex-
cellent quality, and the rapid formation of an extensive setticment there,
25 soon as the Indian title was. extinguished, established the truth of this
representation. The land is said to be rich, but vevy broken.— | he wa-
ter courses all afford good land : and soindeed do the hills, but they ave
frequently too steep to admit of eultivation.

PRODUCE.

Trx actual produce of this country consists principally of Indian corn,
and cotton. The river low lands, where not too- wet, are probubly as
well adapted to the caltivation of those articles, as any land in Ameriea;
and it is a circumstance very favorable to the opinion that the Sea-isiand
cotton would flourish well in the lower part of this countvy, that the
green-seed cotton has a perpetual tendeney to change into the smooth
Black-seed cotton, whereas in situations not: favorable to the cultivation
of the latter, it is said that it regularly degenerates into the former—The
pine lands also, with the assistance of manure, provided the soil be suffi-
ciently tenaciousto hold it, will afford tolevable crops of corn aid eottan ;
but no such assistance is necessary in the oak and hickory lands. above,
and much less on those rich bodies of land, whi¢h in a state of nature pro-
duce walnut, poplar and cherry. . Some wheat, rye and oats for fainily
consumption, are likewise raised in the good uplands ; but wheat is by.uc
means a certain or important erop. -Small quantitics of rice are culuvat-
ed in the river swamps ; and there ean be. nodoubt, but that there are
many thousand acres; very advantageously situated as to.tide water, and
at present useless, which might be profitably ‘devoted to:the production
of that article. : ’

Tndigo, it is probable, would likewise be worthy of attention, ~Wheth-
er sugar eanc would answer in the lower part of the district, has not yet
been subjected to experiment.

Tt is said not to admit of caltivation in so high alatitude of the Missis-
sippi;. butit is prabable that the inifpence which: the nearer pesition of
sea has upen the climate of the country on the Mobile, would justity the
eultivation of the sugar cane on that rives, in alatitude in which, on.the
Mississippi, it would be attended with'no advantage.

~Tar, pitch, tarpentine and lumber;. will no doubt become objeets of
great magnitude in this country, ‘when a deliverance from Spanish_op-
pression shall. give free scope to the exertions of its inhabitants. The
pine timber which grows here is remarkably magnificent, and it is es-
teemed to be the best kind of piteh pine. It is so abundant, and stands
so close on the ground, tha in the spaceof 3.0r 4 acres you will frequents
1y find steaight logs of -70 to 80 feet in, length, sufficient in number to
build a large log house. Saw-mills, therefore, will become a valuable
article of property, and there isno country probably in-whieh the streams.
of water are more peymanent. We have no-meadows, no artifieial pas-
tures, no timothy, no blue grass, no. clover; we have but little fruit ;
apples are scarcely known ; peaches ave searee, and yet both appear to.
fiourish well, where attention hasbeen paid to the cultivation. .

CLIMATE,
The climate of the Mobile country is unquestionably highly favorable.

he winters are mild, and the su.rx];mers, though longer,. not' materially
B .
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hotter ian they are several degrees further to the northward. Thedi-
rect heat of the sun is no doubt very great in’the summer, and very un-
pleasant to strangers ; but those who are accustomed to it, whether ne-
groes or white men, appear to work under its powerful influence, without
guy material inconvenience ; the heatis seldom oppressive within doors,:
and the nights are more comfortabie than they are even in Virginia.:
W e have but little ice and rarely any snow. A fow flakes fell, but none
in the lower part of the settlement made any appearance on the ground
during the last winter. The eattle, so far from. wanting any winter sup-
plies, from the industry of summner, will not in general eat either hay or
corn : nor do they rvequire any salt. Indian corn may frequently be-
pianted with. success early in March ; but it will come to matarity
though sot planted tiil the middle of July. In the spring water of this
oountry near the 3st deg.  Fabrenheit’s thermometer, stands at 69 deg.-
which agrees with the mean annual temperature in the same latitude as
ascertained by the ingenious Mr. Kirwan. He sets it down for the stan--
dard situation, the Atlantic ocean, at 69'deg- 9 min. The following ex--
tracts from a thermometrical vegister, kept in the years 1807 and 1808,
near Fort Stoddard, will give the most accurate idea of the vicissitudes of-
our seasons. 'Lhose observations shail be selected whieh were made in:
the warniest time of the day, and at 10-or 11 o’clock at night; and the
hottest and coldest days in every month shall be noticed. ~ The thermom-
eter being cowpletely in the shade, unless the contrary be particularly
mention:

Ou the 15th April, 1807, being the hottest day in the month, the ther-
mometerstood early in the afternoon at 82 deg. and at 71 deg. at night.

On the 2d April, being the coldest day, at 52 deg. at two o’clock.

On the 17th May, the hottestday, it stood at 90 and 80 deg.

On the 2d May, the coldest day, it stood at 66 and 61 deg.

On the 6th June, the hottest day, it stood at 90 and 82 deg.

On the 28th June, the coldest day, it stood at 82 and 69 deg.

On the 10th July, the hottest day, it stood at 94and 78 deg: .

On the 29th July, the coldest day, it stood at 74:and 65 deg.

The result of twenty-three observations in this month, taken in the:
hottest part of so many days, gives 86 deg. as:the mean heat.

The only observation made in Augustwas on the 2d, when- the ther-
mometer was aL 88 deg. at 4 in'the afternoon.

On the 5th of Sept the hottest day in the mouth, it stood at 95-and 80

deg. : . .

%)n the 8th, the coldest day, (36 hours of rain having intervened since
the 5th) it stood at 74 deg. only at 3 in the afternoon.

The mean temperature of this month in the hottest part of the day,
calenlated from 22 observations, was 84 deg.
. In Jan. 1808, (for the register of the intermediate months is mislaid
it was at 55 deg. on the 8th at noon, at 61 deg. on the 9th, at 3 in the af~
ternoon, at 56 deg. on the 21st'at 2 B. 1. and-at 60-deg. at 10 ». M. rain
having intervened.

On the 2ith it wasat 34 deg. at 8 A. M. at 52 deg. at 2 ». 2. and at 76
deg. in the sun, and at 34 at 10-». 3.

On the 12th Feb. the warmest day in the month, it stood at 79 and 62

dgﬁn the 8th the coldest day, at-56 and 43 deg.

On the 29th in the sun, at 2 p. 2 it stood at 99 deg. it was then 71 in-
the shade.

On the 28th day of March, the warmest day in the month, it stood at’
86 deg. at 3 ». M.

On the 21st, the coldest day, it stood at 63'and 55 deg: . ’
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T'othe bulk of readers these details will afford ze satisfaction ; but fo
‘wthers they will be highly interesting, and will communicate a much
more aceurate idea of the elimate than the more amusing deseriptions
_which might be written under the dictate of corporal sensetion. The
;progress of the spring may probably be gathered from the following
memorandum : April 2d, the trees in the swamps in leaf; peach blos-
soms gone ; green peas just in bloom.  April 12th, peas (planted in Feb.)
‘in pod; peaches the size of a hazelnut. TFig trees in leaf. May %,
green peas at tdble, which were planted in February. Strawberries
ripe. May 16 mulberries, blackberries,-dewberries and whortle berries
ripe. May 13, cucumbers large and in perfection. We have no glass-
_es or hot beds to force vegetation.—June 29th, roasting ears at table.
Lettaces and eabbage, though the latter do not head well, stand out ve-
ry well all the winter.
" In point of health, this climate is favorable, or otherwise, according to
Joeal civeumstances. The prevailing diseases, are those of the class of
cachexy, and the fevers usually termed bilious. Where our powerful
‘southern sun brings the swamp miasmata into action, diseases seem to fol-
low of course, and none but negroes well accustomed to the climate, can
safely take up their residence in the low ground, on the banks-of our riv-
eas. That grade of fevers however, which is termed ‘the vellow fever,
does not seem to have made its appearance here ; the high lands are
‘probably as healthful as any so far to the sonth, and it is usual for those
who cultivate the swamps, to have their residence in the pine woods, at
spme-distance from their plantations.

STOCK.

Almost the cnly stock of the country on the Mobile and its waters,
‘are horned cattle, hogs and horses. The stocks of horned eattle are na’
smerous. Many of the inhabitants have from 500 to 1000 head. The on-
Ty expense attending them, is that of keeping them together, driving
them off to a distance from the settlements in the full, visiting them ocea-
sionally in the winter, to prevent the depredations of the Indians, and
‘colleeting them in the spring at their respective eow-pens. The cows,
however, do not generally have calves more than once in two years, and
“the milk they give, is far less in quantity than is given by cows in more
northern countries, This is owing probably i part to'the heat of the
climate, and partly to the persecutions of the namerous swarms of flies,
‘that perpetually torment them. They are rarely milked in the winter,
as they are then kept ata distance from the habitations of their owners.
The usual price of a cow and calf is 12 dallars, and of beef, from 3 to Sk
per hundred weight. Hogs are easily raised. In favorable seasons they
fatten in the woods ; but if they are not fed oceasionally, they are very
Jproue to go wild. The price of pork is generally 6 dollars per hundred
weight. The enemies of the hogs and calves are the wolf and panither,
and pigs are frequently destroyed by the wild eat and the alligator.
Horses are not numarous. There is a sufficient quantity to answer the
purpose of the inhabitants—but they are seldom raised for sale. A smali
breed of Indian horsesseem the most hardy and best adapted to the cli-
mate—but the fine horses imported from the northern states, appear pe-
caliarly liable to be affected by diseases similar to those which most fre~
quently attack the human species. Sheep are scareely known. There
are not probably one hundred head among all the settlers in the county
of Washington. The few, however, which are kept, are healthy and
#hriving ; but the wool is generaily ecarse, and some of them have a ter-
-sdlengy to be hairy. .
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\ POPULATION.

The nureher-of inhabitants in the county of Washingten, ameunts tg
about 5,000. The population of the county did not probably exceed
2,000—but the emigrations from Georgia and other states have recently
been very considerable as to numbers, though not as to wealth. In the
county of Madison it is said there are several thousands.

STATE OF SOCIETY AND IMPROVEMENTS.

" The people are considerably dispersed, and have enjoyed but few op-~
‘portunities for mental improvement. 'We have no eolleges—no perma-
nent schools—no regular places of worship—no literary institutions—no
towns ; no good houses, and but few comfortable ones.

Not many of our plantations exhibit any appearance of

) neatness, and
the greatest part of our cotton is raised in open fields, in the river swamps,
without even afence to protect it. There are no manufactures earried
o, except some small ones of eotton in the household way. There are
fow mecharnies, and searcely any professional men but lawyers. This -
disheartening prospeet originated partly, perhaps, in the negligence of
the inhabitants, but still more probably in other causes. The country
long languished under the Spanish government. After the Americans
obtainad possession of jt, the titles to land were for some years unset-
ted. Bat what has more than all retarded the prosperity of the distriet
is its insulated situation, and its political eonnexion with the Mississippi
territory. - Our neighbors on evéry side are Indians or Spaniards. We na-
turalty cateh their svirit and manners. We have heretofore been too small
teform a dis fact politieal community : and our being hung on to a terri-
tory, the szat of whose government and population is so remate from us,
sugminted the eontemptibleness of our natural situation ; and discouraged
the approach of men. whose wealthand energies are necessary to make
‘a country thrive. The riversof this country, not extending as the Mis-
sissippi does, through populous settlements of civilized men, bring no vi-
sitants to oar district, and the attention of emigrants by land, who have
any money tospend, is naturally fixed,on that partof the southern coun-
try which has soe poltical consideration, which is more likely than
ours to engross the care and the power of the leeal government, and to
enjuy a representation in the national legislature. Hence this country,
from its first settlement, has reeeived but a small accession of agricul
taral or domestic improvement, of learning, or of taste. :

TRADE.

The peonte of this distriect usually dispose of their beef, pork, and
eorn, to the Spanish subjeets in Mchile and Pensacola~—Corn usually
selis at a dollar p2r Spanish barrel, which, is at the rate of 66 cents per
bushel. Tha cotton comenonly goes to Orleans, but is eompelled tostop
at Mobile and pay a daty of {2 per centun ad valorem. As our pnpu-
lation increases, our trade will assume a more respeetable character.
"We are close to the Havannah. Thither, and to the West Indies gener-
ally, will go our provisions, our tar, piteh, turpentine and lumber. Our
cotton will bz transmitted diccet to Enrope ; for vessels not drawing
more then 13 or (4 feet water, ean cyne more easily to Fort Stoddard, -
six miles above theline, than they esn goto New Otleans. Norindeed
will they meet with any obstruction in procéeding 40 miles farther to St.
Stephens, which may be regarded as the head of pur navigation for sea yes-
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-selé, and at'the same time the centre- of our population.:: &bove\tbaf,
there is an excellent boat navigation almast to the heads of the Tom-
bigby, the depth of the waterin the shallowest places, where there is
_a tolerable fresh, being 4 feet. Both forks of the Alabama are likewise
navigable ; and it is much todbe lamented,. that the firstadventure down
that strear, with the produce of Eastein Tennessee has, it is spid, been
stopped by a band-of worthléss Creek Indians, to whom the  want.of a
superintendant of Indian affaivs in this country has long given a latitude
of behaviour and a confidence in villainy, to whicha speedy cheekis de-
n[mndedt»‘by‘thehonor of the Wnited States, and, the'interest of that set-
tlement

BRI S—

~ON-THE-NAVIGATION .OF THE-QHIO.

g

T The following just andjudicious observations were addressed 1o the
. earl of Hillshorough, in the year 1770, when Secretary of State for the
oVorth Americar deparsment.Jm— ~ 7 Harris's Journal,

.~ “NO part of North America will require tess encouragement.for the
production of naval'stores, and raw materials for manufactories in Eu-
-vope, and for supplying the West India islands with lumber, provisiong,
- &e. than the country of the Ohio ; ‘and for the following reasons:

¢ 1st. The lands are excellent, the elimate temperate; the native
grapes, silk-worms, and ‘mulberry trees, abound every where; hemp
hops, and rye, grow spontaneously in the vallies and low lands ; lead and

“iron are plenty in the hills; salt springs are innumerable ; and no soil
is better adapted to the culture of tobaceo, flax and’ cotton, than that-of
the Ohio.

¢ 2nd. The country is well watered by the severa! navigable rivers,
communicating with each ether;—hy which, and a short land carriage,
the produce of the tands of the Ohio can, even now (in the year 1772,3

- be 'sent cheaper to the seaport town of Alexandria, on the Potomae riv-

.=er in Virginia (where the troops of General ‘Braddock landed,) than any

kind of merchandise is sent from Northampton to London.

« 3d. The river Ohio is. atall scasons of the year navigable with large
boats, like the west-countvy-barges, rowed only by four or five men;
and from the month of Februavy to April large ships may be built on'the

-.. ©Ohio, ang sent to sea, laden with herap, irop, flax, silk, tobaceo, cotton
hot-ash, &e.
o 4th. Flour, eorn, beef, ship plank, and other useful articles, can be
sent down the stream of the Ohio to West Florida,-and from thence to
the West-Tndia Islandls, much cheaper and in better order, than from
- New York or Philadelphia to those islands. )

< 5th. Hemp, tobacen, iron. and such bulky articles, may also be sent
down the stream of the ‘Ohio to the sea, at least 50 per cent clheaper
than these articles were ever earried by land earringe, of only sixty
miles, in Peonsylvania ; where wagonnage is cheaper than inany other
part of North Ameriea.

¢« fth. The expense of transporting Earopean manufuetures from the

... sea go the Ghio, will not bese much asis now paid, and must ever be
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paid, to a great part ¢f the countries of Pennsylvanis, Virginia, and M-
‘ryland. Whenever the farmers or merchants of the Ohio, shall proper-
Iy understand the business of transportation, they will build schooners,
~sloops, &c. on the Ohio suitable for the West India or European mark-
ets : or by having black walnut, cherry tree, oak; &e. properly sawed
for foreign markets, and formed into rafts in the manner thatis now done
by the settlers near the upper parts of the Delaware in Pennsylvania,
and thercon stow their hemp, iron, tobaceo, &c. and proceed with them
o New Orleans. . .

< It may not perhaps, be amiss to observe, that large quantities of Hour
aremadein the distant (western) counties of Pennsylvania, and sent by
-an expensive land carriage to the city of Philadelphia, and from thence
shipped to South Carolina, to East and West Florida, there being little
or no wheat raised in those provinces.

# The river Ohio seems kindly designed by nature, as the channel
$hrough which the two Floridas may be supplied with flour ; not only for
their commen consumption, but also for the carrying on'an extensive
-eommerce with Jamaica, and the Spanish settlements on the bay of Mex-
ico. Milistones in abundance are to be obtained in the hills near the
Ohio; and the country is every where well watered with large and con-
stant springs and streams for grist and other mills.

¢ The passage from Philadelphia to Pensacola is seldom made in less
thana month, and sixty shillings yer ton, freight, (consisting of sixteen
*barrels,) is usnally paid for flour, &e. thither. Boats carrying 80U er
2000 harrels of flour may go in about the same time from Pittsburgh as
from Philadelphia to Pensacols, and for half the above freight ; the Ohio
raerchants would be able to deliver flour, &e. there in much better order

_ 4han from Philadelphia, and without incurring the damage and de-
lay of the sea, and cliarges of insurance, &e. as from thence to Pen-
‘sacola.

¢ This is not mere speeulation ; for it is a fact, that about the year
1776, there was a great scarcity of provisions at New Orleans; and the
French settlements at the Illinols, small as they then were, sent thither

in one winter upwards of eight hundred thousand weight of flour,

——

The list of rond presented here was received from Mr. Seelye and re-
'gorxlxmgnded by him 25 the best and nearest route for the trader returning
. 'by land.

&Wharton’s to Marlow’s -« Smith’s - 14
Brumfield’s - Riser’s - 16
Spel’s - Zadok Beshoe’s - 15
Bond’s - Roads’s - 17
Basling’s - Westly Frayhorn’s - 7
M’Grain’s -~ & Fisher’s - ]
Taylor’s - & Boshier'sy’
Norman’s = - 2 where Natchez road in-} R § ]
Partman’s - 4 tersects with this .
" Bristoe’s - 3 159
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COMMERCE OF THE OHIO. ‘

——

We have been obligingly favoured with a transeript from
the books of Messrs. Nelson, Wuile, and Greatsinger;

or tiwo months, viz. Nov. 2%, 1610, #o Jan. 24, 1811,
197 flat, and 14 keel bouts, descendea the fulls of Ohie.

£8,6¢L bls. flour- 59 do. soap
520 do. pork 300 do. feathers
2,373 do. whiskey 400 do. hemp
3,759 do. apples 1,184 do. thread
1,085 do. cider 134,000 do. rope yam
721 do. do: royal 681,¢00 do. pork in bullk
43 do. do. wine 20,784 do. bale rope
323 do. peach brandy 27,700 yds. bagging
46 do. cherry bounce 619 do. tow eloth
17 do. vinegar 479 coils tarred rope-
143 do. porter 500 bushels oats
62 do. beans 1,700 do. corn
67 do. onions ’215 do. potatoes
20 do. ginseng 817 hams venison

200 gross bottled porter:
260 galls. Senecaoil
35,216 Ibs. butter
180 do. tallow
64,750 do. lard
6,300 do. beef
4,433 do. cheese:

4,609 do. bacon
14,590 tame fowls
155 horses
286 slaves
18,000 feet cherry plank:’
279,300 do. pine

ALSO,
A larie quantity of potter’s ware, ironmongery, cabi-
net work, shoes, boots, and saddlery—The amount of
which could not be correctly ascertained.

37 Taken from the Pilot’s books, at Louisville, Ken-
this 8th Feb, 1811. By Jas. M‘Crun.

FINIS.
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