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OF the various publications which unite amusement and infor· 
mation, few can be justly held in higher estimation than the 
Journals and :Narratives q( Travelers a):l.d VQ.j'age:rll; ind,1ln o1,1.r 
highly favored country, th~ diffusion of general knowledge, the 
enterprizing spirit of the peoplo, their commercial pursuits and 
habits of emigration, render such works particularly valuable and 
interesting; while the vigorous and unrestrained mind of the free 
American, by amplifying and embellishing the scenes presented 
to its view, el!joys the choicest lu:x:uri~ of the entertainment they 
are calculated to afford. If it is conceded that discoveries made in 
North America are more important to the people of thee United 
States than those made elsewhere, it will not be difficult to shew 
that none could have been made of so much importance to them 
in any part of the world as in the. large tracts of eountry through 
which the late expedition, under the command of Captain Lewis 
and Captain Clarke, passed. For, if we tall:e a view of thee difFerent 
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discoveries and settlements previously made, we will find that 
those tracts through which the Missouri and Columbia rivers and 
their branches flow, commonly called unknown regions, were the 
only parts remaining unexplored, which could be considered valu­
able. 

The first discovery of the Western World by Europeans of 
which we have any authentic accounts, being near the southern 
extremity of North America, drew, as might be expected, their 
attention to that quarter; and the range which this grand discov­
ery excited for other enterprizes of the same nature, the avidity 
with which avarice was stimulated to seize the precious metals, 
known to exist in those parts, the means held out for gratifying 
ambition; and the prospects of a lucrative commerce, with n:tany 
other objects and considerations tended largely to extend them, 
while the diminution of the Northern Continent to a narrow 
isthmus, and its large gulfs, bays, and rivers, fnrnished and 
facilitated the means of exploring it. The spirit of enterprize, 
however, was not confined to the southern extremity; but extend­
ing itself to the climates congenial with those which it had left, 
and connecting with its researches the planting of colonies, im­
portant discoveries were made along the Atlantic coasts. In the 
mean time the project of discovering a north west passage to the 
East Indies led the boldest naval commanders of Europe through 
the inland seas, bays, and straits of the north; and at length pro! 
duced surveys of the shores of the Pacific. To these discoveries, 
and those occasionally made during the settlement of the country 
within the limits of the United States and in Canada, the Hudson's 
Bay Company, though not famed for enterprize, added something 
to the stock of general information, and by their establishments 
aided others in their enterprizes. Mr. Hearne, under the direction 
of this company, in an expedition which lasted from .the 7th of 
December 1770 to the 30tll of June 1772, proceeded from Prince 
of Wales' Fort, on the Churchhill River in latitude 58° 47!m. 
north, and longitude 94° 1!!-m. west of Greenwich, or 19° west 
of Philadelphia, to the mouth of the Coppermine River, w~icl;1.1 
according to some accounts, is in latitude 72° north, and long,itude 
119° west from Greenwich, or 44° west of Philadelphia: but i,ll. 
laid down by others to be in latitude about 69° north, and lo:nf!'i~ 
tude 1 1:2<;> west from Greenwich or 37° west from Philadelphi~{ 
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Whatever the con:6.ned views and contracted policy of the Hudson.'• 
Bay Company may, however, have omitted in the way of discovery, 
the enterprize and perseverance of' the Canadian traders, some­
time since united under the nmne o~ the North West Company, 
have amply supplied. Prior to the year 1789, 'they had extended 
their discoveries and establi!b:me:nts alcmg rous lakes and 
rive:rs situated north of' that high tract bf :which divides 
the Missouri waters from· ~~hich the :north and 
east, to within a short dista:tu;il of'ftte .tains. . In the 
summer of this yearMr. M'Xenzie' ·~·from Fort 
Chepewyan on the Lake of the Hills in'latitude !IS4I 40m. north, 
a.nd longitude II Oq 30m. west from Greenwich or 35~ ~ Wlmf' 
from·thi!adelpbia., by the way of the Slave l!Uver, $lafe I..ake, and 
a river by whieh this lake discharges its. ~. ·~ilb:lOe· etinlld 
M'Xenzie's River) to the *th of that rim whelie it~ btto '£&a 
North Sea, in latitude 69"' 14m. north .... i le.li:i.tde l'll511t wtd' 
from Greenwieh, or 59° 52m. west from Phfi~phlit. Ire ~·~ 
in the year 1783 penetrated from an esfltblil!hment 01!. the P~itP 
River in latitude 56° 9m. north, and !ongitnde · 117° 35m. ·Wut · 
from Greenwich, or41° 27m. west from Philadelpd~, to the~· 
ic ocean in latitude 52° 24m. n:orth, and longitude 1~~~ 2m. west 
from &reenwich, or 52° 54m. west from Philadelphia. 

By the discoveries alluded to, and those occasionally made 
during U., rapid settlement of the country ·and tae progress of 
ente~ tbe principal aiVisions of thiS N~·~-lilfW 
been ~~and ~ll·~··· 'ntenlM~'f't\!113'&~· 
the pal1s···~ ~ned une:x:pl<Jred and tuikndwn, niay be~' 
sidered as coi:lmlelicing at the Pacific Ocean in latitude about IJ8.CI 
:aerth, a.nd running~ fbi ~-~~and moo:O:tains between' 
the waters whlch Mt ~ fb,e., ~· Elallt'otnia and Me:dco a:ad, 
~ose which fall ~n~ thAi. M~· ~. and continuing· in tlia;f:' 
direcfi0n to the Missi!fsippx;·~,·· lUv.r ·to the source 111' 
its highest northwestern b:ruclt; ~ lUong the hig'h ~· e,ti 
cO'IIlttry: :which divides the waters of MMiSiouri froJI\ ._~t 
fall mto H'lidson's Bay a.nd the' Nori!t Sea; frl!iu;~ft \ViJtl' 
continue across tbe Rocky·Mo-ta\ililB to-Pail~~'' 
tude ao.ut ~ north. n_-.~lith of thil1~ l*'; 
the bon cou:lltiiea ~~:NeW'~.,.,_ ~;: 
Louisiaiia, to fbe ~ ·W.l!llt· &mi Jllat ~- ~ill•' 
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the United States; to the northeast, Canada, the Labrador country, 
part of New South Wales and of other countries round Hudson's 
Bay: and to the north, part of New South Wales, New North 
Wales, the Athabasca and other countries containing the establish­
ments of the Hudson's Bay and North West Companies, and those 
explored by Hearne and M'Kenzie: leaving unknown and unex­
plored (except so far as the surveys made by navigators of the coast 
of the Pacific, and the imperfect accounts of traders who have 
ascended the Missouri have ftlrnishcd information) all that large 
intermediate tract, containing in breadth about 1800 miles, und 
by the way of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers nearly twice that 
distance. This tract from its situation may be supposed to contain 
the chief part of those lands in the> great western division of the 
continent of North America fit for tillage; and this circumstance 
will, therefore, in a special manner claim the attention of an agri­
eultural people, render more interesting u description of them, 
and attach additional value to the history of the country. It will 
not be forgotten that an immense sum of treasure has been expend­
ed in the purchase of this country, and that it is now considered 
as belonging to the United States. Here, at no distant period, s~ttlc­
ments may be formed; and in a much shorter term than has elapsed 
since the first were made in America, from which hath arisen a 
great, powerful, and independent nation, the posterity of the pres­
ent inhabitants of the Union may unfurl the standard of independ­
ence on the plains of the Missouri and Columbia. 

With respect to the accuracy of the relations given in the follow­
ing pages, it may be necessary to inform those readers not acquaint­
ed with the fact, that the principal object in sending out the 
expedition was to gain some correct account of the country; and 
that this might be done more effectually, and the information col­
lected, preserved with more certainty, it was enjoined upon the 
several persons belonging to the corps, who were considered capable, 
to keep journals, and every necessary information and assistance 
given them for that purpose. These journals were also from time to 
time compared, corrected, an.d any blanks, which had been left, 
filled up, and unavoidable omissions supplied. By thus multiply­
ing the journals revising and correcting them, the chances of 
securing to the country a true account of the progress of the 
disconrieil which should be made, especially should the party be 
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attacked and defeated by the savages, or meet with any other disas­
ters in their hazardous enterprize, were also multiplied. 

The following is an extract of a certificate delivered by Captain 
Lewis to Mr. Gass, dated St. Louis, Oct. 10, 1806. 

"As a tribute justly due to the merits of the said Patrick Gass, 
"I with cheerfulness declare, that the ample &npport, which he 
"gave me under every difficulty, the manly firmness which he 
"evinced on every necessary occasion, and the fortitude with 
"which he bore the fatigues and painful sufferings incident to that 
"long voyage, entitles him to my highest confidence and sincere 
"thanks, while it eminently recommends him to the consideration 
"and respect of his fellow citizens." ,_ 

In determining the form in whieh the work should appear, the 
publisher had some difficulty. Two plans presented themselves. 
The one was to preserve the form of a daily journal (in which the 
original had been kept) and give a plaiD. description of the coun­
try and a simple relation of occurrences equally intelligible to all 
readers; leaving to every person an opportunity of embellishing 
the scenes presented to him in his own way. The other plan Wall 
to more fully digest thn subject, make the narrative more generak 
and, assuming less of the journal form and style, describ~ and clothe 
the principal parts of it as his fancy might suggest. However far 
the latter might have been proper had a foreign country been the 

• subject, and- the principal object of the pablication, mere. amuse­
ment, many objections occurred to it in tha t)3)esent ·~fl¥ and 
rendered the former the most eligible, especially as. by it the eiimate 
and face of the country will be more satisfactorily described. And 
Mr. Gass having declared that the beauties and deformities of its 
grandest scenes were equally beyond the power of description, no 
attempts have been made either by him or the publisher to givo 
adequate representations of them. 

The publisher hopes that the curiosity of the reader will be in 
!lome degree gratified; that the information furnished will not be 
uninteresting; and that somo aid will be furnished those who wish 
to acquire a geographical knowle&ge of their eountry. 

March 26, IS07. 







JOURNAL 

TO THR 

ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 
CHAPTER I. 

ON Monday, the 14th, of May, 1804, we left our estab­
lishment at the mouth of the River du Bois 6r Wood 
River, a small river which falls into the Mississippi, on 
the east side, a mile below the Missouri, and having 
crossed the Mississippi, proceeded up the Missouri on 
our voyage of discovery, under the command of Capt. 
Clark. Captain Lewis was to· join us in two ·Oit' three 
days on our passage. ... . .. 

The corps consisted . of forty~three . me')'t, ~'f!lcluding 
Captain Lewis and Captain ClarJ,:;:, who were td command 
the expediti6rl,J <!?art ()fJhe regular tr of the United 
States, and. pa;'rt for, t~is part]~~iar . . prize. The 
expedition was embahlred en bOard a batteau and two 
periogues. The day was showery, and in the evening 
we encamped on the north bank six miles up the river. 
Here we had leisure to reflect on our situation, and the 
nature of our engagements, and, as we had all entered 
this service as volunteers, to consider how far we stood 
pledged f~t the ~~~@etls of an expedition which the 
governme:Q.t had ))'!~ted, and whichl;Jad been under· 
taken for the benefit'and at the e:x:p@IlS~ of the Union, 
of cott:r~e of much interest and high expectation. 

The. best authenticated accounts informed us, that we 
were to pass through the country possessed by numerous, 
powerful and warlike nations of savages, of gigantic 
stature, fierce, treacherous, and cruel; and particularly 
hostile to white men. And fame ·had united with tradi­
tion in opposing mountains to our course, which'hyman 
enterprize and exertion would attempt in vain to pll!!s 
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The deteltnined and resolute character, however, of the 
corps, and the confidGmbe which pervaded all ranks 
dispelled every emotion of fear and anxiety for the 
present; while a sense of duty, and of the honour, which 
would attend the completion of the object of the expe­
dition, a wish to gratify the expectations of the govern­
ment and of our fellow citizens, with the feelings which 
novelty and discovery invariably inspire, seemed to 
insure to us ample support in our future toils, sufferings, 
and dangers. 

On the 15. We continued our voyage. It rained in 
the morning; but in ·the afternoon we had clear weather, 
and encamped at night on the north side of the river. 

·wednesday 16. We had a fine pleasant morning; 
embarked early, and at 2 o'clock in the afternoon arrived 
at St. Charles, and fired a gun. A number of inhabi­
tants came to see us. This is an old French v-illage, in 
the country around which, a number of Amerieans have 
settled. 

We remained at St. Charles until the 21st, whore 
Captain Lewis arrived from St. Louis and joined us. 
At 4 o'clock in tho afternoon we left this place under a 
salute of three cheers from tlw inlmbitantR, which we 
~ett~ned ":it.h three more and a discharg? of throe guns, 

· :, I'hta evenmg was showery, and wo agum encampod on 
·, 1he north side of the river. 

Tuesday 22. , W c1 continued our voyage; passed Bon· 
llm Creek 011 the south. side, and having made fifteon 
miles, encamped at the Cliffs on tho north side of the 
:r.lver. Here we were visited by some Indians. 

W edncsday 2$. At 6 o'clock in the morning we pro· 
eceded on .. .our voyage with pleaailtn.t weather. Passed 
the moi;l:th {/Jf the Osage River on the south side, about 
a mile a.:tid a h:~.tlfbolow the Tavertt Cove-a noted place 
among the'' French traders. One.~ ab(I)V'e this is the 
Tavern Creek. We encamped this eve:trlng on the south · 
side of the river, and hw.l our arms and a.m.mcmition 
inspect.ed. 

Thursday !4. We continued our voyage, and en· 
(;lamped at night on the south s1de. This d&y our boat 
turned in a ripple, and nearly upset. 
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Friday 25. We proceeded three miles and passed a 
:ereek on the south side, called Wood River; the banks 
'{)f lhe river are here high and the land rich. Arrived at 
St. J olms, a small French village situated on the north 
side, and encamped a quarter of a mile above it. This 
.'~ the last settlement of white people on the river. 

"Saturday 26. This morning two of our people set 
out by land with a couple of horses. At seven we em­
barked and had ~oud thunder and heavy rain; passed 
Otter Creek on the north side, and encamped near its 
mouth. 

Sunday 27. We passed Ash Creek where there are 
high cliffs on the south side, a11d at five in the afternoon 
arrived at the mouth of Gaskenade River. On the south 

, side one of our party killed a deer. We encamped for 
the night on an island opposite the mouth of Gaskenade 
River. This is a very handsome place,-a rich soil and 
pleasant country. · 

Monday 28. Our provisions and stores were put out 
. to air and dry, and several of our men sent out to hunt. 

' One of them killed a doer. The mouth of the Gasken· 
~ River is 157 yards wide. 

~~ttesday 29. Se.ven men were sent out to hunt, six 
· bf. whiom returned. · We waited here until 5 o'clock 
.. P. M. for the man who bad .not come in, and then pro· 
eeeded three miles, passing Deer Creek on the south side. 
A periogue aml eight men had been left for the hl,lnter 
who had not returned. 
, Wednesday 30. After experiencing a very di.sagreea· 
.ble night, on account of the rain, we continued our 
vo,~ at seven o'clock A. 1\I. and passed a cove where 
th-ere were high cliff.~ on the north side opposite an ,i&., called Mombran's Tavern. At twelve we had a 
heary shower of rain, accompanied with hrtil; passed a 
~reek called Rush Creek, on the north side, and four 
miles futhcr, Mud Creek on the same side. Here the 
.A&j. is good, with cotton wood, sycamore, oak, hickory, 
llll!'ll white walnut, with some grape vines and ar: Q.bund­

of ruRhes. We halted and encamped • Gnl9ds~ne 
on the south side of the river. 
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Thursday 31. We were obliged to remain at this. 
encampment all day, on account of a strong wind fr?m 
t~ west. An Indian man and a. squaw came down the 
riter with two canoes, loaded w1th fur and peltry, and 
remained with us all night. Some of our hunters went 
out and killed a deer. 

Friday, June 1, 1804. Before daylight we embarked 
and proceeded on our voyage; passed Big Muddy Creek 
on the north side, and on the opposite side saw high 
banks. Two and a half miles higher up, we passed Bear 
Creek, and at four o'clock P. M. arrived at the Osage 
River; where we remained during the evening and the 
next day. The Osage River is 197 yards wide at its 
confluence with the Missouri, which, at this place, is 876 
yards broad. The country on the south side is broken, 
but rich, and the land on the other of a most excellent 
~uality. The two men that went by land with tho ho1-sos 
came to us here: they represented the ~nd they had 
passed through as the best they had ever seen, and the 
timber good, consisting chiefly of oak, ash, hickory and 
black walnut. They killed in their way five deer. The 
periogue left at the mouth of Gaskenade River, came up 
with the man who had been lost. Here our hunters 
went out and killed three deer. The Osage nations of 
Indians live about two hundred miles up this river. 
They are of a large size and well proportioned, and~very 
warlike people. Our arms and ammunition were .~!:1 ip.· 
spected here and found in good order. . •, • 

Sunday 3. Captain Lewis, with one of the men w:ent 
out and killed a deer. At five in the afternoon we em­
barked, and, having proceeded six miles, encamped at the 
mouth of Morrow Creek on the south side. 

Monday 4. vV e continued our voyage, and during 
the day broke our mast by steering too close to the 
shore. ·In the evening we encamped on the south slde, 
near lead mines, when our hunters came in with seven 
deer. 

Tuesday 5. We passed Mine Creek on the. si~'th' 
side, and i,ittle Good woman Creek on tho north: .att:fo 
the Creek of the Big Rock. We met two Frcnch.~$!n 
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in two canoes laden with peltry: passed a high cliff of 
rocks on the south side. The land about this place is 
good and well timbered. 

On the 6. We passed Saline Creek on the south side; 
a.nd on the 7th, the river of the Big Devil on the north; 
and Big Goodwoman's Creek on the same side, where we 
encamped. 

Friday 8. We embarked and proceeded five miles, 
when we met four canoes loaded with fur and peltry: 
and passed the Mine River on the south side, which is 
150 yards wide. The land here is also good and well 
timbered. 

Saturday 9. We passed the Prairie of Arrows and 
Arrow Creek on the south side. This is a beautiful 
country and the land excellent. The Missouri is here 
only 300 yards wide, and the current very strong. Three 
miles further we passed Blackbird Creek on the north 
side, and encamped. This day going round some drift 
wood, the stern of the boat became fast, when she 
immediately swung round, and was m great danger; but 
we got her off without much injury. 

Sunday 10. We proceeded five miles, passed Deer-lick 
Creek on tho north side; and three miles further the 
Two Charlottes on the same side. The mouths of 
these two rivers are very near each other: the ii.rst 70 
and tho other 100 yards wide. We encamped on the 
south side of the river at a prairie, and remained there 
the whole of the next day, the wind blowing too violent 
for us to proceed. . 

Tuesday 12. We set out early, and proceeded until 
five o'clock in the afternoon, when we met five periogues 
loaded with fur and peltry from the Sioux nation of 
Indians. We remained with tho people to whom these 
periogues belonged all night; and got from them an old 
Frenchman, who could speak the languages of the dif­
ferent nations of Indians up the Missouri, and who 
lilgreed to go with us as an interpreter. 

·wednesday 13. We proceeded early on our YO' 

p~sed a small creek on the north side in a long 'b 
the river, and encamped at the mouth of Grand ..... 

2 
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the North side. This is as handsome a place as I evex 
saw m an uncultivated state. 

Thursday 14. At five o'clock in the morning we con·· 
tinued our voyage. The river having risen during the 
night was difficult to ascend. At noon we passed 
some Frenchmen from the Poencse or Ponis nation of 
Indians, where they spent the last winter. In the eve­
ning we passed Snake Creek on the north side and 
encamped on the same. · 

Friday 15. We renewed our voyage at five inthe 
morning, and had very rapid water. There is a beau­
tiful Prairie on the south side and the land high. Mul­
berries are in great abundance almost all along tho river. 
We encamped on the north side, opposite an old Indian 
village. 

Saturday 16. Three men went out this morning to 
look for timber to make oars, but eould find non~,suitable. 
On their retm;n we continued our voyage; had clo~y 
weather and rapid water all day and encamped on the 
no:.:th side, · 

Sunday 17. This morning was clear and at five we 
renewed our· voyage. Having proceeded about a mile< 
we halted to get timber for oars; and while we remained 
here to make them our hunters came in and brought with 
them a handsome horse, which they had found astray. 
They also brought a bear, which they had killed. 

Monday 18. We remained here all day; and oul' 
hunters' killed five deer a.pd a bear. On the south sid( 
there is high land and a long prairie; on the north the 
land is level and well timbered, with ash, sugar tree, black 
walnut, buck-eye, cotton wood and some other timber. 

Tuesday 19. We passed Tabo Creek on the south 
side, and a small creek on the nor1h; and encamped on 
the south side opposite a small lake about two milo:. 
distant. · 

Wednesday 20. At five in the morning we continued 
our voyage, passed Tiger Creek, a large creek that ftO.W! 
in from the north, and encamped on. an island. The land 
along here is good on both sides of the river. 

On the 21. We had rapid water, and for ab.ni;l :, 
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mile had to warp up our boat by a rope. A creek called · 
Du Beau or Du Bois, falls in on the south side behind an 
island. We encamped in the evening on the south side. 

Friday 22. It rained hard from four to seven in the 
morning, when we continued our voyage. About twelve 
one of our men went out .and killed a large bear. vV e 
encamped at a handsome prairie on the south side oppo· 
site a large creek, called the Fire-prairie, and which is 60 
yards wide. 

Saturday 23. W c set out at five in the morning; at 
twelve the wind blew so strong down the river that we 
were unable to proceed, and we encamped on an island 
and inspected the arms and ammunition. Captain Clarke 
went out with one of the men and did not return thi: 
evening. 

Sunday 24. We had a fine morning, embarked at five 
and pursued our voyage: at nine Captain Clarke came .tc 
us and brought with him two deer and a bel].r. vV e passed 
a (lreek on the south side called Depie. At twelve W\ 

stopped to jirk* our meat, and again proceeded at two. 
pa;:;sed a creek on the north side and encamped on tht 
south bank of the river. 

M~l!}day 25. ThG morning wus foggy, and at sever. 
o'clock we pursued our voyage. The river here is nar· 
row with high land on the south side. vV e passed a creel 
on the south side called Labenile, and encamped on ru, 
island. 

Tuesday 26. vV e embarked and set out at five o'clock 
in the morning; passed a creek on the south side, called 
Blue-water. This afternoon we had some difficulty in 
passing a sand-bar, the tow-rope having broke; but by the 
exertions of those on board, the boat was brought to shore 
without injury. We encamped on the south side on a 
point at the confluence of the Canzan, or Kanzus River 
with the Missouri. It was ~a-reed to remain here during 
the 27th and 28th where we pitched our tents and built 
bowers in front of them. Canzan or Kanzas, is two hun­
died and thi~;ty and a quarter yards wide, and navigable 

' ! 

Jirk is meat cut into small pieces and dried in the sun or bj 
a fire. The Indians cure and preserve their meat in this wp.y with• 
o.u:t salt. 
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to a great distance. Our hunters killed four deer, and a 
young wolf, and caught another alive. In the afternoon 
of the 29th we again proceeded on our voyage, and 
encamped on the north side of the river. 

Saturday 30. The day was clear and we continued 
our voyage; found high land on both sides of the river; 
and passed a large creek on the north side, called Platt, 
fifty yards wide. We broke our mast and encamped on 
the south side, where there were the most signs of game 
I ever saw. 

Sunday July 1, 1804. We set out at five in the morn· 
ing, and having advanced twelve miles, encamped on an 
island opposite a prairie on the south side of the river. 

Monday 2. At sunrise we continued our voyage, and 
met a quantity of drift--wood which was carried down the 
stream ; this morning we passed a creek on the south 
side and encamped on the north opposite an old French 
village and fort, but all vacant. 

Tuesday 3. "\Ve proceeded again at five, and concinu· 
ed our voyage until twelve, when we stoped at an old 
trading place on the south side of tho river. There we 
found a grey horse; but saw no appearance of any persons 
having lately encamped at that place. 

Wednesday 4. "\Ve fired a swivel at sunrise in honor 
ofthe day, and continued our voyage; passed a creek on 
the north side, called Pond Creek, and at one o'clock stopt 
to dine. One of our people got snake bitten, but not 
dangerously. After dinner we renewed our voyage, 
passed a creek on the north side, which we called INDE­
PENDENCE, encamped on the north side at an old Indian 
village situated in a handsome prairie, and saluted the 
departing day with another gun. 

Thursday 5. We proceeded on our voyage at five in 
the morning; and found the land high on the south side. 
We went through a large bend full of sand bars where 
we had some difficulty in passing; and encamped on ~he. 
south side at high prairie land. 

Friday 6.. We set out early this morning; had a fine 
day, .and made a good days voyage: and encamped im 
the sputh side, at Whippowil Creek. 
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Saturday 7. At an early hour we proceeded on our 
voyage, passed a high handsome prairie on the north side, 
and killed a wolf and a large wood rat on the bank. 
The principle difference between it and the common 
rat is, its having hair on its tail. 

Sunday 8. We were under way this morning before 
daylight. The river here is crooked and narrow. At 
one we came to a large island, with only a small stream 
on the north side which we went up. A large creek 
called Nadowa flows in from the north; and on this side 
we encamped. 

Monday 9. Early this morning we continued our 
voyage. It rained hard till twelve o'clock. We passed 
a creek on the south side, called Wolf Creek. The man 
that was snake bitten is become well. We encamped on 
the south side. 

Tuesday 10. We set out early this morning and had 
a fair day, and fair wind. There is a handsome prairie 
on the south side opposite an island. We encamped on 
the north side. 

Wednesday 11. We also embarked early this morn· 
ing; passed a creek on the north side, called Tarico, and 
halted at an island, opposite a creek called Moha on the 
south side of the river. Seven hunters went out to day 
and two of them brought in five deer. Here we found 
another horse on the bank of the river, supposed to have 
been left by a hunting party last winter. Two of 
our men, who had gone to hunt on the south side of the 
river, did not return at night. 

Thursday 12. We remained here this day, that the 
men, who were much fatigued, might take some rest. 
The hunters who had remained on the south side of the 
rive!' all night, came in, but had killed nothing. Two 
more went to hunt on the north side and killed two deer. 

Friday 13. We were early under way this morning 
with a fair wind. The day was fine. We passed a creek 
on the north side, and having made twenty and a half 
miles, encamped on a large sand bar. 

Saturday 14. At day break it began to rain and con· 
tinued until seven when it abated, and we set forward: 
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but in a short time a gust of wind and rain came on so 
violent, that all ·hands had to leap into the water to save 
~he boat. Fortunately this storm did not last long, and 
we went on to a convenient place and landed. Here we 
.;ontinued two hours and then proceeded. We saw some 
;lk, but could not kill any of them; passed a river on the 
north side, called \Vash-ba-to-nan, and encamped on the 
lOuth side. 

Sunday 15. ·we got under way at six o'clock; passed 
1. creek on the south side; and gathered some ripe grapes. 
rhere is high land and prairies on this side. Captain 
-Jlarke and two men went by land. · At the head of an 
island, called Elk island, we found some pummice stone 
among the drift wood. We passed a creek on the south 
side, called Na-ma-ha, and encamped on the same. 

Monday 16. Early in the morning we proceeded on 
our voyage opposite a prairie; had a fine day and fair 
wind, and passed a long island, above which is a place 
where the bank has slipped into the river. Tllere are 
high rocky cliffs on the south side, and hills and prairies 
on the north: on which side we encamped." The river 
here is two miles wide with rapid water. Two of our 
hunters met us here with two doer. 

Tuesday 17. \Ve remained here all day; and one of 
our hunters killed three deer. 

\¥ ednesday 18. Early this morning we prosecuted our 
voyage with a fair wind and pleasant weather. This is 
the most open country I ever beheld, almost one 
continued prairie. Two of our hunters went by land 
with the horses as usual. On the south side we passed 
high handsome banks or blufls of red and blue strata; 
found some iron ore here, and encamped on the south 
side, where one of our hunters brought us two deer. 

' Thursday 19. At sun rise we renewed our voyage, and 
passed a n)lmber of sand bars, and high land on the south 
side. Where we halted for dinner, we fo'Und a great 
quantity of cherries, called by some, choa,k cherries~ We 
encamped for the night on an island of Willows. 

Friday 20. We embarked early; passed high yeHo:w 
banks on the south side and a creek, called the W atet· 
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which-cries, or the weeping stream, opposite a willow 
island, and encamped on a prrurie on the south side. 

Saturday 21. We set out early. · It rained this morn­
ing but we had a fine breeze of wind. There are a great 
many willow islands and sand-bars in this part of the 
river. At nine the wind fell, and at one we came to the 
great river Platte, or shallow river, which comes in on 
the south side, and at!the mouth is three quarters of a 
mile broad. The land is fiat about the confluence. ·Up 
this river live three nations of Indians, the Otos, Panis 
and Loos, or Wolf Indians. On the south side there is 
also a creek, called Butterfly Creek. 

Sunday 22. We left the river Platte and proceeded 
early on our voyage, with fair weather. There is high 
prairie land on the south side, with some timber on; the 
northern parts of the hills. We came nine miles from 
the mouth of Platte River, and landed on the willow bank. 
The hunters killed five deer and caught two beaver. 

Monday 23. Six men were sent out to make oars; 
and two to a nation of Indians up the Platte River, to 
inform them of the change of government in this coun­
try, and that we were here ready to treat with them. We 
hoisted a flag, and sent them another. 

Our people were all busily engaged in hunting, making 
oars, dressing skins, and airing our stores, provisions 
and baggage. We killed two deer and caught two beaver. 
Beaver appear pll;lnty in this part of the country. 

We continued here until the 27. On the 24th there 
were some show~rs; bu.t duril;lg t.he remainder of the. time 
thelie was clea:t\;weather.. Our people were generally 
employed as before. Thee hunters killed five more deer; 
~,the two men returned from the Indian village, with­
ouB,fli_ndi~ any of the natives. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Friday 27. This forenoon we were engaged in load­
ing the boats and preparing to start. At twelve we pro­
ceeded with a fair wind, and pleasant weather; went 
twelve miles, and encamped on a handsome prairie on the 
south side. 

Saturday 28. We set out early; had a cloudy morning; 
passed some beautiful hills and prairies, and a creek 
called Round-Knob Creek, on the north side; and high 
bluffs on the south. We encamped on the north side. 
Here two of our hunters came to us, accompanied by 
one of the Oto Indians. 

Sunday 29. We embarked early, and continued our 
voyage. One of our Frenchmen went with the Indian 
to bring more of them to meet us at some convenient 
landing place. At twelve one of our hunters came in 
with a deer and some elk meat. We renewed our voy­
age at three, passed a bank, where there was a quantity 
of fallen timber, and encamped on the north side. 

Monday 30. Our grey horse died last night. We set 
out early, and the hunters met us with a doer. At nine 
we came to some timber land at the foot of a high bluff 
and encamped there in order to wait for the Indians. At 
the top of the bluff is a large handsome prairie, and a 
large pond, or small lake about two miles from camp on 
the south side of the river. Two of our hunters went 
out and killed an animal, called a prarow, about the size 
of a ground hog and nearly of the same colour. It has 
a head similar to that of a dog, short legs and large 
claws on its fore feet; some of the claws are an inch 
and a half long.* Our hunters again went out, but did not 
return this day. 

Tuesday 31. · One of our men went to visit some 
traps he had set, and in one found a young beaver, but 
little hurt and brought it in alive. In a. short time 

*See Plate. 
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he went out again and killed a large buck. Two other 
hunters came in about twelve, who had killed two deer; 
but lost the 'horses. One of them with two other per­
sons were sent out to hunt them, who retu'-hed at dark 
without finding them; and supposed they had been stolen 
by the Indians. 

Wednesday August 1. 1804. Three of our men again 
went out to hunt the horses, but returned without them. 
They brought a deer, and two of our other hunters killed 
two more. 

Thursday 2. Some hunters went out this morning; 
and two of them returned with the horses and an elk they 
had killed. The others brought in two large bucks and 
a fawn. Tho Indians we expected cmne at dark; but 
our Frenchman was not with them. We supposed he 
had· been lost. This place we named Council-Bluff, 
and by observation found to be in latitude 41° 17' north. 

Friday 3. Captain Lewis and Captain Clarke held 
a council with the Indians, who appeared well pleased 

. with the change of goverm11ent, and what had been dono 
for them. Six of them were nmde chiefs, throe Otos 
and three Missouris. 

\Ve renewed our voyage at three o'clock; went six 
miles and encamped on the s~th side; where we had a 
storm of wind and rain,,whiG!¥lasted two hours. 

Saturday 4. vVe were Ct.:~ly under way this morning, 
and had a fai.r day. vVe pilssiJl,d a creek on tho south 
side, which Cl'$ij:e out of po(l~l¥: '1. Orw ,of our men went 
out this morning ap:tl did not retut1i : _another came to us 
and brought a deer. \Ve encan1ped on tho south side. 

Sunday 5. We set o''\lt early, but a storm of rain and 
wind qj)liged us to stop 1.wo hours. h then cleared and 
we cohtiQ.ued our voyage; passed prairies on both sides, 
and enca~'P.ped on the north side. .·The river hero is very 
crooked aod·winding. To arrive at a point only three 
hundr-ed t:J.W seventy yards from this pl~ce, the passage 
by Water is twelve miles. 

Monday. 6~ . We proceeded at an early ... hour this 
morning, aft~r a stor~ny night ofwindand rain; passed 
a creek on the north s1de, at the back of an island, called 
Soldiers Creek; and encamped on the south side. 
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Tuesday 7. We set out early this morning and con­
tinued our voyage till twelve, when four of our people were 
dispatched to the Oto nation of Indians after the man 
whohad not returned on the 4th, with orders to take 
him dead or alive, if they could see him. There is no 
timber in this country, except some cotton . wood a~d 
willov.""S in the bends of the river. All the lugh land 1s 
a continued prairie. We encamped on the north side. 
The musketoes here are very numerous and trouble-
some. . 
· · Wednesday 8. We embarked early, passed a small 
river on the north side, called Little Sioux. Captain 
Clarke and one of the men went out to hunt and killed 
an elk. One of the hunters killed a pelican on a sand 
bar, and Captain Lewis killed another very large. We 
encamped on the north bank. In the bag under the 
bill and neck of the pelican, which Captain Lewis killed, 
we put five gallons of water. 

Thursday 9. The fog was so thick this morning, 
that we could not proceed before seven, when we went 
on under a gentle breeze, and having advanced eleven 
miles, came to a place where the river by cutting through 
a narrow neck ofland, reduced the distance fifteen miles. 
Captain Clarke and one of the men went out to hunt, and 
killed a small turkey. We encamped on the south side, 
where we found the musketoes very troublesome. 

Friday 10. We embarked early, passed high yellow 
hanks on the south side, and encamped on the north. 

Saturday 11. A storm came on at three o'cl9ck this 
morning and continued till nine; notwithstanding which, 
we kept under way till . ten, when we came to a high 
bl~ where an Indian Chief had been buried, and placed 
a ~ag upon a pole, which had been set up at his grave. HLB D~ was Bl bird, king of the Mahas; an,absolute 
~onareh '!i•hile li and the Indians suppose can exer­
Cl~ th!!l ji!Q'JI"er of one though. dead. We encamped in 
I~ 42"' 1 ~ 3s. three, as a~eertained by observation. 
S~n~y 1~. We embarked and got under way before 

dayl~it. The ;musketbes last night were worse than I ever experienced. We went around a l>end, of. 
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eighteen miles, the neck of which was only nine hundred 
and seventy four yards across; passed high bluffs of 
yellow clay on the south side of the river and low land 
on the north; and encamped on a sand Island. 

Monday 13. We proceeded this morning with a fair 
wind; and at two landed on a sandy beach, near the Maha 
village, on the south side of the river. A sergeant and 
one mari were sent to the village, who did·not return this 
day. 

Tuesday 14. The sergeant and man returned from 
the village ; but they had found no Indians there. Some 
of our hunters went out but killed nothing. Game 
appears scarce here. While at this place we provided 
ourselves with a new mast. 

· Wednesday 15. Captain Clarke and ten of the party 
went to the Maha Creek to fish, and caught three hundred 
and eighty seven fish of different kinds. We discovered 
smoke on the opposite side of the river, and four men 
crossed to see if any of the Mahas or Siou.x Indians were 
there; but could not discover any. There had been fire 
there some days, and the wind lately blowing hard 
had caused the fire to spread· and smoke to rise. We 

·continued at this place until the 20th. Captain Lewis 
went with a party of twelve men to fish and took seven 
hundred and nine fish, one ·hundred and sixty semn of 
which were large pike. The fish here are generally pike, cat, 
sun, perch and other common fish. What we caught 
were taken with trails or bush nets. On the 18th, the 
party who had been sent in pursuit of the man who had 
been absent since the 4th, returned with him, and ·eight 
Indians and a Frenchman ; but left our Frenchman be­
hind who had gone out to hunt the horses. On the 19th, 
a council was held w.i.th these Indians, who appeared 
to wish to make peace with· all nations. This day ser­
geant Floyd became very sick and remained so all night. 
He was seized with a complaint somewhat like a violent 
colic. 

Monday 20. Sergeant Floyd continued very ill. 
We embarked early, and proceeded, having a fair wind 

'and fine weather, till two o'clock, when we landed for 
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dinner. Here sergeant Floyd died, notwith~tandin_g 
every possible effort was made by the commandmg offi­
cers, and other persons, to save his life. We wc_nt on. 
about a mile to high prairie h~lls on t~le ~orth s1de of 
the river, and there interred h1s remams m the most 
decent manner our circumstances would admit; we then 
proceeded a mile further to a small. river on the sam? 
side and encamped. Our commandmg officers gave It 
the name of Floyd's River; to pe:p~tuate the memo::y of 
the first man who had fallen in thls 1mportant expedltlon. 

Tuesday 21. We set out early; passed handsome palo 
coloured bluffs Willow Creek and the Sioux River on the 
north side: add having come upwards of twenty miles, 
encamped on the south side. 

Wednesday 22. We proceedeil early upon our voyage; 
passed bluffs on the south side, where there is copperas, 
allum and ore of some kind; also passed a creek. Tho 
high land on the south side for nine or ten miles runs 
close to the river. where there are cedar bluffs of various 
colours. \Ve en~amped on the north side. 

Thursday 23. We proceeded early this morning with 
a fair wind. The river here becomes more straight than 
we had found it for a great distance below. Captain 
Clarke and one of the men killed a deer and a buffalo, and 
some of the men were sent to dress and bring the bu!fitlo 
to the boat. vVe stoped at a prairie on the north side, 
.the largest and handsomest, which I had seen. Captain 
Clarke called it Buffalo Prairie. The men having return­
ed, we again went on; but the wind changed and we 
were obliged to halt for the present. ·while wo were 
detained here, we salted two barrels of bu:lt1.lo meat. At 
five in the evening we proceeded some distance and 
encamped on the south side. . 

Friday 24. This morning was-cloudy with some rain. 
Captain Clarke went by laud. We passed cedar bluff.<> 
on the north side, a part of which were burnina; and thero 
are here to be found mineral substances ofva~iou.s kinds. 
There is also a quantity of small red berries, the Indian 
name for which_in English means rabbit berries. They 
are handsome small berries and grow upon bushes about 
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ten feet high. Captain Clarke came to us and had killed 
two elk and a fi1wn, we passed a creek called White-stone 
Creek; landed and remained here all night to jirk our 
meat. 

Saturday 25. Two of our men last night caught nine 
catfish, that would together weigh three hundred pounds. 
The large catfish arc caught in the Missouri with hook 
and line. Captain Lewis and Captain Clarke went to see 
a hill on the north side of the river where the natives will 
not, or pretend that they will not venture to go, and say 
that a small people live there, whom they are afraid of. 
At eleven o'clock, the gentlemen not having returned, 
we set sail with a gentle breeze from the S. E. passed 
black blufl:s on the south side, and continued on nine 
miles and encamped. Two of our hunters came in 
who had killed a large elk. Captains Lewis and Clarke 
did not return this evening. 

Sunday 26. Some of the men went out to dress and 
bring in tho elk. About ten o'clock Captain Lewis and 
Captain Clarke with a party accompanying them came to 
camp; but had not been able to discover any of those 
small people. The hill is in a handsome prairie: and the 
paJ;ty saw a great many buffhlo ncar it. About eleven 
we renewed our voyage and passed some timber land on 
the south side; and black and white bluffs on tho samo 
Hide, we encamped on the north side opposite a creek 
culled Pettit-Ark, or Little-bow. 

Monday 'J!.7. Got under way at sunrise, and passed 
white blum~ on tho south side. At two we stopped for 
dinner, and an Indian of the Mu.hus nation, who lives 
with tho Sioux came to us here, at the mouth of the 
Sacquo River; and while we remained here two more 
came in. A Sergeant with our old Frenchman and 
another man went with two of the Indians to their camps, 
and the other went with us in the boat. \Ve encamped 
on a sand beach on tho north side. 

Tuesday 28. We set forward early. The day wai!. 
plear:amt, and a fair wind from S. E. At eight we halted 
for breakfast, when our young Indian left us to go to hi~ 
camp at a han(lsomc prairie, gently rising from the river 



32 JOURNAL OF LEWIS AND CLARKE 

on the north side; a small distance above which are 
beautiful grov(ils of Cotton wood on both sides of tho river. 
About twelve one of tho periogues run against a snag 

, which broke a hole in it. We then crossed to the south 
side to mend the periogue, and to wait to receive the 
Indians we expected; and landed a little below son1o high 
bluffs. Our camp is in a wide bottom, in which are large 
elm and oak trees. 

Wednesday 29. At eight o'clock last night a storm of 
wind and rain came on from the north west, and the rain 
continued the greater 'part of the night. The morning 
was cloudy with some thunder. W c are generally well 
supplied with Catfish, the best I have ever seen. Some 
large ones were taken '!ast night. In the afternoon, the 
men who had gone to the Indian eamp returned, and 
brought with them sixty Indians of the Sioux nation. 
They encamped for the evening upon the oppoAito shore, 
and some corn and tobacco wore sent over to them. Tho 
sergeant who had gone to their camp informed me that 
their lodges, forty in number, are about nine miles from 
the Missouri on the Sacque River. They arc made of 
dressed buffalo and elk skins, painted red and white, and 
,~m very handsome. He said tho women are homely 
~~mostly old; but tho young men likely and ac~tivo. 
They killed a dog as a token of friendship. One of our 
men killed a deel:'• 

Thurad$;y, 30. A foggy morning, and heavy dow. 
At nine cl'cl~e1t''thelrii:l:i:ans came over the river. }'our 
of them, wh!i5 were r®t>ioians, went backwards and for· 
;wards, through and roUnd' ou:r camp, singing and making 

';.:i noise. After th'M ceren was over they all sat in 
oooncil. Captain Lewis ari ·n Clarke made :five of 
the$ chiefs, and gave them some small presents. At 
dark Captain Lewis gave them. a grnined door skin to 
stretch over a half keg for a dmm. When that waE! 
ready they all assembled round .. some fires made for the 
purpos~ : two of them beat on the drum, and som€1 o.f t:lte 
rest had little bags of undressed skins dried, ,:ff:~h beads 
or small pebbles in them, with whi~h th~~'l\b4'El a noise. 
These are their instruments of musi:e'\1'. T~ri or twelve 
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acted as musicians,. while twenty or. thirty young men 
and. boys en~aged m the dance; wh1eh was continued 
dunng t~e mght. No Squaws made their appearance 
among this party. 

Friday 31. .. A clear morning. The Indians remained 
with .us all ?ay,. and got our old Frenchman to stay and 
go with therr chwf to the city of Washington. Some of 
them had round their necks strings of the white bear's 
claws, some of the claws three inches long. 

CHAPTER III. 

Saturday Sept. 1, 1304. We renewed our voyage 
early; passed high bluffs on the south side, and high 
prairie land on the north; on this side the hills come close 
to the river; and are so near on both sides, as not to be 
more than two miles from each other. During last night 
we had hard wind and some rain, which continues to 
fall occasionally during the day. -!bout one o'clock we 
passed a rich prairie on the south side, and encamped on 
the north side, at the lower end of an island. 

Sunday 2. At one o'clock last night we had hard 
thunder, lightning and rain, which continued about two 
hours. We set out early in the moming, along the north 
side of the island: there is handsome prairie land on the 
south. Three of our men went on the island to hunt. 
When we landed for breakfast, we heard several guns 
fired on the island, and saw six elk swimming across the 
river about a mile above where we had halted. Two of 
our men went up and killed one of them; those ·on the 
island killed three. About twelve, the wind blew so hard 
dpwn the river, that we could not proceed, and we land­
ed' on the north side, where there is an extensive prairie. 
~twas cloudy and rained till four, when it cleared up. 
We remained here for the night and drie(l our meat. 
On the bank opposite our camp is an ancient fortification 

3 
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or breastwork similar to those which have been occasion­
ally discovered on the we~tern waters. Tl_lC two . en~s 
run at rio-ht angles to the nver, and the outside, whJCh 1s 
twenty-fi.~e hundred yards in length, parall:l to it: there 
is no breastwork thrown up ne:xt to the nver, the bank 
as is supposed, serving as a sufficient defence on that 
side.* 

Monduv 3. ·we set out early, and had a clear day; 
passed y(:~low blufi'l on the north _side, and <t sr:utll crook, 
called Plum Creek. Here the nver turns at r1ght :::mglcs 
to the left, till it reaches tho hills on tho south side, 
then winds gradually to the right. The1·o is no timber 
in this part of tho country; but continued prairio on bo1h 
sides of the river. A person by going on ono of tho hills 
may have a view 1!S fur us the eye can reaeh without any 
obstruction or intervening object; and enjoy the most 
delightful prospects. During this day's voyago wo f()ll!ld 
the hills on the opposite sides of the river generally not 
more than two miles apart, and tho river moundering 
through them in various directions. \V c encamped on 
the south side. 

Tuesday 4. \Ve proceeded on our voyage, passed a 
creek on tlv_: south side about thirty yard>~ widn, called 
Paint Creek; and high yellow blufl8 on tho sumo ~Side. 

*The description of this Breastwork corresponds exactly with 
the accounts given." of numerons ancient fortification~ diHcovered 
in the Western Conntry, which are known and rcpres,•nted to 
be generally of WI oblong fpnn, situated on strong and well ehoscn 
ground, and contiguous to water. 'I'ho~e works from the examina· 
tions which h.t,·o been h1ade, are supposed to havo hoPu (•reetod 
more than one thousand years ago; or seven hnudred h"forc !lw 
discovery of Ameriea by Cohtmbus. They appear to have existed 
about the same pe~iod, throughout all, or the greater part of that 
vast tract of Country hounded by the Allegl1imy Monlltaius 011 
the Ectst. and the Rocky Mountains on the West, and including 
the most favourable latitudes of North America. Perhaps some 
have been found East of the Alleghany Mountains. liM"e 
numerous ancient nations, more civilized and disposed to labor 
than any of tho modern Indian tribes, inhabited this country? 
And have thes0 fortifications been their humble substitutes for 
the walled and fortified cities of the old world .. i.n romote ages'l 
Or, ~as this been the Roman Empire o;f thELNew )Vorld? And 
has It been destroyed by other hordes of b~Pariaus, as fierce !LUd 
cruel as those who destroyed that of the old.' ' 
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About n mile and a half further we passed another creek 
on tho same side 50 yartls wide caltod White-paint Creek; 
and yellow blufls on tho north sitlo. About four miles 
higlwr up, we passed a river, on the south side, 152 yards 
wide, cal le1l Rapid water River: Up this river the Poncas 
nation of Indians lived not long since. We encamped· 
on the south side among some cedar trees. . 

W edrwsday 5. We set sail early this morning with 
a fair wind, anrl ha1l a clear day. V\Te passed a long 
islawl covered with timber, and three men went to hunt 
ou it. On the north sirlo are yullow blufr~, out of which 
issue sevnml beautiihl springs. Opposite the head of the 
island, nn tho south side, flows in a river, e1.tlled Pania 
RiYcr; nn1l alJout throe rnilus higher up, on the north side, 
a crock, c·.alle1I Goat Creek. On tho hills above this 
creek, wo Baw somu goats or n.ntclopcs, which the French 
caJl e.abru:-1. About. J(.Htr we encamped on an island, where 
we mwJu and put in a nuw mast. The throe men, who 
went to hunt on long island kil.led a dr,er and an elk; and 
two more went out from camp aml killed another deer 
und an elk, both young. 

ThnrRrlay 6. We set out oarly and had a cloudy 
morning: pas:'lud tl handsome bo~om prairie on the north 
si1le; <U tho nppur end of which is a grove of cotton wood, 
allll a ]oJJ.'.'; riUl,.'U o!' dark coloured bJufn; on thn SOLHh 
si!le. ,\!,;,!It 9 ;~'doek it bc·gan to ruin anll we hurl strong 
wiml nlwail. 'I'h<)t'o nro a grout nurnbn· of suud burs, 
and wu had 1uw~h dif!ieulty in getting along.. \V o en­
cmnpc:d on tlw north side, nw1 CJ!JC of our mon killed two 
dc·t•r. 

Friday 7. Wo Act sail early, awl hwl a elear day: 
pu.s:.;"d hirrh prairio lund onhoth si1k11; butthore is some 
eott.on w/,;Jd on tho tow pointR in tho bottoms. 0.11 the 
sonth !>i<lo w1: fi_,mvl a scaffold of meat neatly dried. 
Thi:-: hnd lmnn ld1. by one of o1u- mon, who had gone out 
on the :2Gth uf Jw::.t mornh to hunt tho horses, and suppo­
sing wu had got a distuneo ahoad, procncdetl up :ho river 
several 'lays jonrnc:y, bd()ro he discovered }us error. 
Ct~ptnin Lewis nnd Captain Clarke with some of the melt 
wont to view a rouud knob of a hill in a prairie, and on. 
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their return killed a prairie dog, in size about that of the 
smallest species of domestic dog~. 

Having understood that the VIllage of tho~e smal~ dogs 
was at a short distance from our camp, Captam Lcw1s and 
Captain Clarke with all the party, except the guard, went 
to it and took with them all the kettles and other vessels 
for holding water; in order to drive the animals out of 
their holes by pouring in water; but though the:f worked 
at the business till night they only caught one of them. 

Saturday 8. We proceeded early on our voyage, and had 
a clear day and a fair wind from the S. E. Passed tho bed 
of a creek without water. At 9 o'clock I went out with 
one of our men, who had killed a buffalo and loft his 
hat to keep off the vermin and beasts of prey; but when 
we came to the place, we found the wolves had devoured 
the carcass and carried off the hat. Here we found a 
white wolf dead supposed to have been killed in a contest 
for the buffalo. We passed high blnffs on the south side 
and a burnt prairie on the north. We encamped on an 
island covered with timber; and having a number of 
buffalo on it. Captain Lewis who had been om with 
some of the men hunting, informed us he ho.d passed a 
trading house built in 1796. This day we killod two 
buffalo, a large and a small elk, a doer and two heaver. 

Sunday 9. We set out early, and passed two small 
creeks on the north side, high bltdrs on tho south, and 
at 1 o'clock landed for dinner at a small creok on tho 
south side. One of our hunters brought in a deer and 
two fawns. This day we saw several gangs or hen!~, of 
buffalo on the sides of the hills: One of our hunters 
killed one, and Captain Clarke's black servant killed two. 
We encamped at sunset on the south side. 

Monday 10. We had a foggy morning, lmt moved 
on early; pas?ed high bluffs on tho north sido, and saw 
some t1mber m the bottom on the south sid(). At 12 
o'clock we came to black sulphur blu:(:t., on the south 
side. On the top of these bluffs we found the skeleton 
or back bones of a fish, 45 feet lon~, and petrified: part 
of these bones were s.ent to the . C1ty of Washington. 
One _of our sergeants d1scove~od a largo salt spring a,b()ut 
a mile and a half from the nver. A hunter went up the 
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bank and killed an elk. We left a periogue for the 
men who were dressing the elk, and proceeded up the 
north side of the river two miles, when we were obliged 
to return on account of sand bars, and to take the south 
side. Here we saw eight elk swimming the river, and 
had seen a great many buffalo during the day. We 
encamped on an island and killed one buffalo. 

Tuesday 11. We set sail before day light with a fair 
wind; passed an island covered with timber, and high hills 
and prairie on both sides of the river. At 1 o'clock it 
began tO rain. We saw some person coming down the 
river on horseback, when we came to land and found it 
was the man who had proceeded us with the horses. He 
had left one of the horses that had failed. We now had 
only one horse left. This man had been absent sixteen 
days, and his bullets being expended, he subsisted twelve 
days almost wholly on grapes. Tho hills here come 
close to the river on both sides. Oue of the men went 
by lund with the horse, and we continued our voyage, 
until night, though it rained very hard; and encamped on 
the somh side. Captain Clarke with two or three of the 
men who had gone out to hunt, killed two elk, four deer 
and one porcupine. 

W edncsday 12. We set out as usual and had a cloudy 
day; passed a long range of black bluffs on the south side, 
and an island covered with timber, which is all the timber 
that can be seen from this place. The country round is 
all hills and prairie. Captain Clarke, myself and another 
went out to hunt, and did not return until after dark. 
Tho bout had much difficulty in passing on account of 
tho sand burs and strong current, and did not make to 
day more than four miles. , 

Thursday 13. Four beaver were taken last night. 
W o set sail early; the morning was cloudy with some rain 
and wind ahead; passed a creek and a long range of bluffs 
on the south side. Some of our men wont out. to hunt; 
but did not return this evening. W o encamped on the 
north side. 

Friday 14. We proceeded as yesterday, and with the 
same kind of weather. Had considerable difficulty in 
getting along on account of the shallowness ofthe river; . 
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all hands in the water dragging the boat. At eight 
we halted for breakfast, and the men who went to hun.t:; 
yesterday came in, and had only killed a porcupine. 
Three beaver were caught last night. The musketoes 
are as troublesome as they have been any time in sum­
mer. We passed black bluffs on the south side, and an 
island with timber on it. Passed a creek on the same 
side, and encamped on the south. The man who had 
gone by land with the horse came to us here; had killed 
a hare. Captain Clarke killed a goat or antelope. 

Saturday 15. A cloudy morning. We continued our 
voyage early, and passed a creek on the smith side and 
black bluffs on the north. Passed White River on the 
south side; one of the men and myself went up it to 
examine the country, and encamped about twelve miles 
from the mouth, where it is 150 yards broad. vVe found 
good bottom on this creek; but timber scarce, and none 
upon the hills. The current and the colour of the water 
are much like those of the Missouri. 

Sunday 16. We set out for the boat across the hills, 
on the tops of which are level plains with a great number 
of goats and buffalo on them. Came to the head waters 
of a creek, and kept down it a S • .E. course, and on our 
way kill three deer. We proceeded on to its mouth, which 
I computed to be 14 miles from that of the White River. 
Having found the boat had passed, we proceeded up the 
river, 'and came to a handsome bottom, where our people 
had encamped to dry the provisions and stores. In our 
absence the men had killed some deer and two buffalo. 

Monday 17. As the weather was fair, we remained 
here during the day. Captain Lewis and some men went 
out to hunt, and killed thirteen common, and two black· 
tailed deer; three buffalo and a goat. The wild goat in 
this country differ from the common tame goat, and is 
supposed to be the real antelope. The black-tailed, or 
mule deer have much larger cars than the commo~;Ldeer 
and tails almost without hair, except at the end/where 
there is a bunch of black hair. There is another :gpooies 
of deer in this country with small horns and le:ng ~ls. 
The tail of one which we killed was 18 ino-lot:tg~ 
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One of our men caught a beaver, and killed a prairie wolf. 
These are a small species of wolves, something larger 
than a fox, with long tails and short ears. 

Tuesday 18. We continued our voyage; the day was 
clear and pleasant: passed some timber land on the south 
side; and hills and prairies on the north ; also an island 
and a great number of sand bars. Yesterday Captain 
Lewis while hunting, killed a bird not common in the 
states: it is like a Magpie and is a bird of prey. This 
day we killed eleven deer and a wolf, and halted, and' 
encamped on the south side of the river in order to jirk 
our meat. 

Wednesday 19. We set out early, and had a clear day 
passed large bottoms on both sides of the river covered 
with timber. We saw some buffalo swimming the river 
and killed two of them. There is an island here, oppo­
site which a river :flows in on the north side. This river 
is formed of three, which unite their. waters just above its 
mouth; and immediately above the confluence is a cross­
ing place, called the Sioux crossing place of the three 
rivers. At the upper end, a creek, called Elm Creek, 
comes in on the south side, and two miles above another 
creek called Wash Creek, falls in on the same side. 
About two miles further we passed another creek called 
Night Creek, wherd we encamped on the south side. 
Three black tailed deer were killed this day. 

Thursqay 20. We renewed our voyage at an early 
hour, and had a clear day and fair wind. Passed hand­
some rising prairies on the north side, and bottoms covered 
with timber on the south side. Two of tho men with the 
horse went across the neck of the Long, or Grand bend, 
which we were obliged to go around with the boat, a dis­
tance of thirty miles. At 1 o'clock we stopped for din­
ner, and Captain Lewis and one of the men wont to 
hunt, Captain Clarke had gone out 'in the morning. At 
2 o'clock we proceeded again on our voyage, and pass­
ed a long chain of bluffs on the north side, of a dark 
colour. From these and others of the same kind, the 
Missouri gets its muddy colour. The earth of which 
they are composed, dissolves like sugar; every rain 
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washes down great quantities of it, and the rapidity of 
the stream keeps it mixing and afl.CllLt in the water, until 
it reaches tho mouth of the Mississippi. We encamped 
at 7 o'clock on a sand beach on tho north side. Here 
Captain Lewis, Captain Clarke and the other man joined 
us. They had killed two goats and two deer. At one 
o'clock at night, the bunk where we were stationed begun 
to fall so much, that we were obliged to rouse all hands, 
and go on a mile and cross the river before we could 
again encamp. 

Friday 21. We set out early, the day was clear, 
and we proceeded on four miles along bluffs on tho south 
side, when we c1uno to tho termination of tho Grand Bond, 
about a mile from tho place of our encampment on the 
19th. We again went on, having black bluffs on the 
south, and a handsome bottom on the north side; and 
beyond these a cedar bottom on the south side, and bluffs 
on tho north; passed a crock on the south side, calr1eli 
Tyler's Crook; 1U1d encamped on the north side. 

Saturday 22. We embarked curly ih *' fo~gy morning, 
saw some timber on the south sid~ ~d hlgh plains on 
the north. About 3 o'clock we pas$f~d Cedar Island, one 
of the Three-Sisters, where Mr. Luoolle had built a fort 
of c.cdar. The spo.co picketed in is about 65 or 70 foot 
square, with ccntry boxes in two of the angles. 'fhe 
pickets arc thirtocm and a half feet above ground. I11 this 
square he built a houso 45! by :32! foot, and divided it 
into four equal parts, ono ibr goods, one to trade in, 
one to he used as a common hall, and the other for a 
family house. Here the two men came to us with the 
horse. 'l'hey had ldllod a white wolf iJ.nd some deer. 
W o procoedod on, passed. a ereok, and islan~s of tho 
'l'hreo-Sistcrs; and a,n old Indian camp, where we found 
some of their dog-poles, which answer for setting poles. 
'fho roo.son they are called dog·poles, is because the 
Indians fasten their dogs to them, and make thorn draw 
thorn from one camp to another l6aded with. skins an~ · 
other articles."' We encamped on the north 1nde. 

•Mr. Makenz'e speaking of the KniBteuea.ux, a. nutnerous 
nation of Indians epr~ad over a vast extent of colmtry exte:ndipg 
south westerly from tho coast of Labrador, north of the St. • 
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Sunday 23. We went on early, and had a clear 
morning; passed some timber on the north side, and 
high land on the south; also a creek on the north side 
called Smoke Creek; passed Elk Island, a handsome bot­
torn on the north side covered with timber and barren 
hills on the south. At six in the evening we saw four 
Indians on the south side and encamped on the north. 
Three of the Indians swam over to us: they belonged to 
the Sioux, and enformed us that there were more of their 
nation not far distant. \Ve sent them over the river 
again. One of our men killed an antelope. 

Monday 24. We set sail early with fair weather, and 
passed a small creek on the south side. About 3 o'clock 
the man who had gone by land with the horse carne to 
us, and informed us that he had gone that morning on 
an island to kill elk, and that while he was there the In­
dians had stollen the horse. He had killed three elk, 
and the periogues remained behind to bring on the meat. 
We saw five Indians on the bank, but we could not 
understand each other, We cast anchor to wait for the 
periogues; one of which having come up, we went on to 
the mouth of the Tinton or Toeton River, where we an­
chored about 100 yards from the shore on the south 
side. The guard and cooks only lnmled, the rest slept 
in the boat. The five Indians remained with us all 
night. We had a Frenchmen aboard u. periogue, w~o 
understood and could speak a little of the Sioux language. 
The Indians gave us to understand tho chiefs would 
come to-morrow, and that if their young men had takep 
the horse, they would have him given up. These l:Q· 
dians are a band of Sioux, c.alled the Tinton or 'F:eeton 
Band. · 

Tuesday 25. We stayed here~ wait for: the Ind,ians, 
who were expected to arrive at ro o'clock, they ca.J:'!!}e, 
about 50 in number. The commanding officers maile 
three of them chiefs, and gave them some prest;J'tlts. 
Laurence and its Lakes and the Lake Win,nipie, east of Elk .River, 
south of the lake of the Hills, and west, sol'ith and east of Jame:&!,IJ 
Bay and the ~outhern Part of Hudson's Bay, says, "In the ~ntei­
whcn the waters are frozen, they make their journies, which'.il.re 
never of any great length, with sledges ~!rawn 'II~ dogs." '' · 

General H~-Story oj' tJr.e Fur Tra~~ 
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Five of them came on board and remained three hours. 
Captain Clarke and some of our men in a periogue went · 
ashore with them; but the Indians did not seem disposed 
to permit their return. They said they were poor and 
wished to keep the periogue with them. Captain Clarke 
insisted on coming to the boat; but they refused to let 
him, and said they had soldiers as well as he had. He 
told them that his soldiers were good, and that he had 
more medicine aboard his boat than would kill tw~nty 
such nations in one day. After this they did not threat­
en any more, and said they only wanted us to stop at 
their lodge, that the women and children might see the 
boat. Four of them came aboard, when we proceeded 
on a mile, and cast anchor at the point of an island in 
the middle of the river. The Indians remained with us 
all night. 

Wednesday 26. We set out early, and proceeded on 
four miles. The bank of the river on the south side was 
covered all the way with Indians; and at 10 o'clock we 
met the whole band, and anchored about 100 yards from 
the shore. Captain Lewis, the chiefs, and some men 
went on shore, the Indians were peaceable and kind. 
After some time Captain Lewis returned on board, and 
Captain Clarke went on shore. When the Indians saw 
him coming they met him with a buffalo robe, spread it 
out and made him get into it, and then eight of them car· 
ried him to the council house. About an hour after some 
of them came for Captain Lewis, and he landed; and 
eight of them carried him to the council house in the 
same manner, they had carried Captain Clarke. They 
killed several dogs for our people to feast on, and spen~ 
the grouter part of the day in eating and smoking. At 
night the women assembled, and danced till 11 o'clock: 
then the officers came on board with two chiefs, who 
continued with us until the morning. 

Thursday 27. We remained here all day. Captain 
Lewis, myself and some of the men went over to the 
Indian camp. Their Lodges are about eighty in number, 
and contain about ten persons each, tho greater pa.n 
women and children. Tho women were employed iil 
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dressing buffalo skins, for clothing for themselves and 
for covering their lodges. They are the most friend. 
ly people I ever saw; but will pilfer if they have an 
opportunity. They are also very dirty: tho water they 
make use of, is carried in the paunches of tho animals 
they kill, just as they arc emptied, without being 
<,:leaned. They gave us dishes of vituals of various 
kinds; I had never seen any thing like some of these 
dishes, nor could I tell of what ingredients, or how they 
were made. 

About fifteen days ago they had a battle with the 
Mahas, of whom they killed seventy fiVe men, and 
took twenty five women prisoners, whom they have 
now with them. They promised to Captain Lewis, 
that they would send the prisonm·s buck and make 
peace. 

About 3 o'clock we went aboard the boat accompanied 
with the old ehief and his little son. In tho evening 
Captain Clarke and some of the men wont over, and 
the Indians made preparations for a dance. At dark 
it commenced. Captain Lewis, myself and some of 
our party went up to soc them per!(Jnn. Their hand 
of music, or orchestra, was composed of nhout twelve 
persons beating on a buffalo hide, and sha.king small 
bags that made a rattling noise, They had a large 
fire in the centre of their camp; on one side the 
women, about eighty in number, formed in a solid 
column round the fire, with sticks in their hands, 
and the scalps of the Mahas they hud killed, tied 
on them. They kept moving, or jumping round the 
fire, rising and falling on both feet at once; keeping 
a continual noise, singing and yelling. In this man· 
ner they continued till 1 o'cloqk at night, when we 
returned to the boat with two of tl1e ch~efs. On coming 
aboard, the periogue run across the bow of the boat and 
broke the cable. All hands were roused to row the 
boat ashore; the chiefs called aloud, and a number 
of the warriors came to our assistance, but we did 
not need it; the circumstance, however, shewed their 
disposition to be of service. This unfortunate accident 
lost to us our anchor. 
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Friday 28. This morning we dragged the river 
all round where the boat lay, but could not find the 
anchor. At 9 o'clock we made preparations to sail; 
some of the chiefs were on board, and concluded 
to go some distance with us. When we went to shove 
off, some of the the Indians took hold of the rope and 
would not let it go. This conduct had like to be atten­
ded with bad consequences, as Captain Lewis was near 
giving orders to cut the rope and to fire on them. 
The chiefs, however, went out and talked with them: 
they said they wanted a carrot of tobacco, and that 
if we gave that we might go. The tobacco was given 
them, and we went ofl' under a gentle breeze of wind. 
We passed high land on the north side, and bottom 
on the south. We proceeded four miles, and then 
saw an Indian following us along the beach, when 
Captain Lewis, wont in a periogue and brought him on 
board. He informed us that three hundred more 
Indians had come to their camp, and desired we 
should stop ami talk with them. We did not then 
stop, but proceeded on, and he remained on board. 
We passed a fine bottom covered with timber on the 
north side, and bare hills on the south- We made two 
large stones serve the purpose of an anchor, and at 
sunset anchored for the night, near a small sand-bar 
in the middle of the river. 

While I was at the Indian camp yesterday they yoked 
a dog to a kind of car, which they have to haul their 
baggage from one camp to another; the nation having 
no settled place or village, but are always moving 
about.* Tho dogs are not largo, much resemble a wolf, 
and will haul about seventy pounds each. 

~< It appears that these people, (in some respects resembling 
the wandering Arabs) are an unsettled, ferocious, blood-thirsty 
race, and have been great destroyers of the Algonquin nation, 
who inhabit the country about lake Superior. Mr. M'Kenzie 
states the following circumstance, "Within three miles of the 
last portage" (a place near lake Superior) "is a remarkable rock, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Saturdy 29. We set sail early and had fair weather; 
passed a handsome bottom covered with, timber on the 
north side, and bluffs on the south. We saw several 
Indians on the south side walking up the shore; spoke 
to them and found they were some of those we left 
yesterday. They requested us to give them a carrot of 
tobacco for the chiefs of the other band to smoke. 
\Ve sent them two carrots to a sand bar, where they 
could get it; but told them we should not go on shore 
again, until we came to the mttion of tho Aricaris, 
commonly called Rickaroos, Itic]ueos, or Rues. The 
Missouri is very shallow at this time and ibll of sand 
bars. \Ve passed an old village on the south side, 
where the Rickarccs lived ftvo years ago, and raised 
corn in tho bottom, around tho village. Wo encamped 
on a sand. beach on the south side of tho river. 

Sunday 30. \Vc set out early, iu a elowly rnorni11g; 
passed black buffs on tho south ~;ido, an<l lmndsomo b<it­
tom pruirie on thu north; saw an Indian on tho shore,, 
and llw chief we hacl on board Rpoke to him. He said 
he wished to come on board ancl go with us to the 
Roes; but we did not take hirp. 'l'ho wind was fair 
and we made nine miles bv · 10 o'eloek. W o saw u 
great number of Indians cor~ting down to thn river on 
tho south side. \V Cl stopt f()r brea.ddi1st about 200 yards 
from the shore; then proeeoded uhout a mile; near 
to the place whore tho Indians wore encampctl on tlw 

wi1~ a smooth face, but split and eraclwd in diff(m,nt parts, 
wh1ch hang over the water. Inttl one of its horizontal ehnsmH 
a great number of arrows have been shot, which i~ $aitl to have 
been done by a war party of the Nadowa$!s or ~iettx, wh<> had done 
mucl: mischief in this country, and left the~Cl wertpoas as a 
~armng to the Ch.ehois or na!ives, that, notwithstanding itsiakes, 
r1vers and rocks, It was not macccssible to tlwir enemies." 

General History of the 1" ur 'l'rade. 
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south side; we halted and spok,e to them and then went 
on under a fine breeze of wind. 

A short time before night, the waves ran very high 
and the boat rocked a· great deal, which so alarmed our 
old chief, that he would not go any further. We 
encamped on the north side. 

Monday October 1, 1804. We early continued our 
voyage, the morning was cloudy put tho wind fair and 
we sailed rapidly. At nine we passed the River De 
Chien, or Dog River; a largo river that comes in on 
the south side. A short distance above this river, the 
sand bars ·are so numerous, that we had great difficulty 
to get along, and encamped on one in the middle of the 
river. There were some French traders on the other 
bank of the river, and one of them came over and 
remained with us all night. 

Tuesday 2. We set sail before daylight. A Frcnth· 
man came on board, who could speak English. ~Ic 
mentioned it as his opinion, that we should see no more 
Indians, until we should arrive at the nation of Roes. 
vV e passed a range of black bluffs on tho north side and 
a large bottom on the south, where there was some tim­
ber on the bank of the river. About 2 o'clock we 
discovered some Indians on tho hills on the north side, 
and one of them came down to the bank and fired a gun; 
the object or intention we did not well understand, but were 
ready to moe~ an attack. We passed black bluff.'l on the 
south side, an island covered with timber, and a handsome 
bottom on the north side. We halted and spoke to the 
Indian, who said he belonged to the Jonkta or Bubarole 
Band, and that there were twenty lodges of thorn. We 
told him we had seen two of their chiefs, and given them 
a flag and medal. We passed a creek on the south side, 
and encamped on a sandbar in the middle of the river. 

Wednesday 3. The morning was cloudy, and some 
rain fell. The land is high on both sides of the river. 
About 12 o'clock the wind began to'blow so hard down 
the stream that we were unable to proceed, and we halted 
under some high bluffs, where driftwood was plenty. 
At three we continued our voyage; passed a long range 
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of dark coloured bluffs on the south side and bottom, 
with some timber, on the north. We encamped on the 
south side. 

Thursday 4. We set out early; but were obliged 
to return to the place where we halted yesterday at 
twelve and to take the other side of the river; the 
water was so shallow and sand bars so numerous. 
At 9 o'clock an Indian swam across the river to see 
us, when we stopped for breakfast. We informed him 
that we were not traders, that we had seen his chief and 
told him all we had to say. we proceeded on, passed 
a creek on the south side, called Teel Creek, and 
encamped on the upper part of an island. 

Friday 5. This morning there was a white frost; the 
day clear and pleasant. About eleven we saw so~ 
goats swimming the river, when one of our hunters ran 
up the shore and killed four of them, and we took them 
into the boat and periogues as they floated down. We 
passed a creek on the north side, called Hidden Creek, 
and high black bluffs on the south side.* Some of our 
hunters having gone on an island to hunt, and scared a 
prai):ie wolf in the river, which we killed. We passfid 
a creek on the south side called White Goat Creek and 
encamped on the north side. 

Saturday 6. We continued our voyage early, and 
had a clear day; passed bluffs on the south side, and a 
bottom covered with timber on the north. About eleven 
we passed a handsome bottom, whore a band of the 
Rces lived last winter. They had left n number of 
round huts covered with et\rth, some of their water craft 
mudo of lmffulo hides, and some garden truck, such as 
squashes. We proceeded on nnd passed a ,small creek 
Oll the south Side j a handsome bottom on the north; and 
encamped on a sand bench on tho north side. 

Sunday 7. We set forward enrly, and had a clear 
•To prevent mistakes, owing to tho very winding course of 

the river, Starbord side and Larboard side were made use of in 
the original journal, instead of north side and south side; during 
the remainder of the voyage up the Missouri; but have been 
changed to north side and south aide, as being better under­
stood, and sufficiently representiug the general course of the river. 

4 
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day: passed a willow bottom on the south side, and a 
creek on the north. At the beginning of some timber 
land we passed a small river on the south side, called 
Cer-wer-cer-na, about 90 yards wide. It is not so sandy 
as the Missouri, and the water is clear with a deep chan­
nel. At the mouth of this river is a wintering camp of 
the Rickarees of 60 lodges. We saw two Sioux Indians 
on the north side, gave them some meat and proceeded 
on. We passed an island, on. which Captain Clarke 
and one of the men went to hunt and killed a door 
and prarow. "'We encamped on tho north side opposite 
the head of the island. 

Monday 8. The morning was pleasant, and we set 
out early: passed high land on the south side, and bottom 
on the north.. The river hero is very shallow and full 
of sand bars, "\V e passed a run on the south side called 
Slate Run. Two of our hunters went out to some timber 
land on the north side to look for game. At twelve we 
came to a river on the south side, 120 yards wide, c:alled 
the Marapa, where we halted for dinner. The hunters 
came up, but had killed nothing. We paRsed a loug 
range of hills on the north side; ubout two miles from the 
Marapa ·we passed a ereek £5 yards wide; and about 
four miles further came to an island, where one band of 
the Riclwrees live, and eneamped at tho upper end. 

Tuesday 9. The day was stormy, und we remained 
here preparing to hold a Couneil with the nation. Capt. 
Lewis with some of the men went down to their lodges, 
and were used very kindly and friendly. Two Friench­
men live with them, one to trade, and the other to inter-
pret. . 

W edncsday 10. This day I went with some of the 
men to the lodges, about 60 in number. The following 
is a description of the form of these lodges, and the man· 
ncr of building them. 

In a circle of a size suited to the dimension, of the 
intended lodge, they set up HJ forked posts five. or 
six feet high, and lay poles from one fork to another. 
Against these poles they lean other poles, slanting from 
tb e ground, and extending about four inches above the 
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cross poles: these are to receive the ends of the upper 
poles, that support the roof. They next set up four 
large forks, fifteen feet high, and about ten· feet apart, 
in the middle' of the area, and .poles or beams between 
these. The roof poles are then laid on extending from 
the lower poles across the beams which rest on the mid· 
dle forks, of such a length as to leave a hole at the. top 
for a chimney. The whole is then covered with willow 
branches, except the chimney and a hole to pass 
thrqugh. On the willow branches they lay grass and 
lastly clay. At the hole below, they build a pen 
about four feet wide, and projecting ten feet from the hut, 
and hang a buffalo skin at the entrance of the hut for a 
door. This labor like every other kind is chiefly per­
formed by the squaws. They raise corn, beans and 
tobacco. Their tobacco is different from any I had 
before seen: it answers for smoking, but not for chewing. 
On our return, I crossed from the isl\)ld to the bOat, with 
two squaws in a buffalo skin stretched on a. frame made 
of boughs, wove together like .a crate or basket ,for that 
purpose. Captain Lewis and Captain Clarke·· held a 
Council with the Indians, and gave them some ptesents. 

Thursday 11. A clear day. We waited .. for an 
answer from the Indians. About 12 o'clock, th~ came, 
and brought some corn, beans and squashes, which they 
presented to us. The chief said he was glad ·~:see us; 
and wished our commanding officers would SR~ a. go?d 
word for them to the Mandans; for they wan'!ei to be at 
peace with them. These are the best looking Indians I 
have ever seen. At 1 o'clock P. M. 'we pr(!ceeded on 
our voyage ; passed a creek on the south side !tO ys:rds 
wide, and a handsome bouem covered with uml:l&r. Hav- · 
ing made about four miles, we came to· .koohtl 
Village of the Rickarees, situated in a fm . 
south side. They had the Amencan 
Captain Lewis gave them yesterday. 
similar to those in the first Village, and 

~ perhaps more in number. They are the 
Indians I have ever seen on the voyage; 
most friendly and industrious. We an;cni:>Mr«·· 
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yards from shore, and sent ?- periogue over the river 
for wood. We all slept on board except the cooks, who 
went on shore to prepare provisions for the next day. 

Friday lZ. We had a pleasant morning, and remained 
here the forenoon to hear the chief of this village speak. 
Last night the Indians stole an ax from our cook, which 
of course in some degree diminished our confidence, and 
lessened the amicable character we had conceived of 
them. At 9 o'clock, Captain Lewis, Captain Clarke and 
myself went to the second Village, and talked with its 
chief: then to the third Village, about half a mile beyond 
a small creek, and talked with the chief of that Village; 
and got some corn and beans from them. The third 
Village is nearly of the same size of the second, and 
has in it a great number of handsome and smart women 
and children: the men are mostly out hunting. About 
twelve we left the village, and proceeded on our voyage. 
One of the natives agreed to go with us as far as the 
Mandans. We encamped on the north side. After dark 
we heard some person hallooing on the opposite shore; 
and a periogue went over and brought an Indian and two 
squaws, who remained with us all night. 

Saturday 13. We proceeded on early and had a 
cloudy day; passed Pond River on the north side, about 
50 yards wide. One of the squaws went on with us. 
At twelve it rained some, and we halted to hold a court 
martial. At two continued our voyage, and did not get 
landing until after dark, the bank was so high and steep 
on one side, and the water so shallow on tlle other. We 
encartiped on the north side. 

Sunday 14. We had a cloudy morningri.ndsome rain. 
We proceeded early on our voyage; passed a bottom 
covered with timber on the south side, and low ground 
covered with willows on the north; passed a creek and 
black bluffs on tlle south side, and encamped on tlle north. 
It rained slowly during the whole day. 

Monday 15. It rained all last night, and we set out 
early in a clo.udy morning. At seven we saw a hunting 
party of the Rickerees, on their way down to the vill­
ages. They had twelve buffalo skin canoes or boats 
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ladencd with meat and skins; besides some horses that 
were going down the bank by land. They gave us a 
part of their meat. The party consisted ofmon, women 
and children. At eight we went on again; passed a 
fine bottom covered with cotton wood on the north side, 
and naked hills on the south. About ten, we saw anoth­
er party of bunters, who asked us to cat, and ~ave us 
some moat. One of these requested to speak with our 
young squn.vv, who for some time hid herself, but at last 
came out and spoke with him. She ·then went on shore 
and talked with him, and gave him a pair of ear-rings 
and drops for leave to como whh ns; and when tho horn 
blew for all hands to come on board, she left them and 
came to the bout. \Ve passed a creek on tho flOLith side, 
and encampod nt dusk on the north; whore thoro \Vas a 
party of Indians, about thirty in number. Our squaw 
remained with this party. 'l'hey gave us some meat, 
and appeared very glad to sec us. 

Tuesday 16. \.Y c early renewed onr voyagn; and 
had u clear morning, passed u crook on the south sk!e. 
The timbor is more plenty than it has been for a con­
siderable distanec down the river. Tho sand burs, gave 
us a great deal of troubk, and much retarded our pro­
gress. In the evening a short time before we onemnped, 
we met with another hunting party of the Riclmrocs. 
They had a flock of goats, or antelopes, in the river, and 
killed upwards of forty of thorn. OapttLin I,owil'l, and 
one of our hunters went out and killed three of tho same 
flock. We encamped on tho south side. This day we 
saw more than a hundred goats. 

Wednesday 17. We renewed our voyage early, and 
had a clear morning. Last night eight of the Indians 
carne over to sec us, brought us some meat and remained 
all night. Captain Lewis, gave them some presents 
this morning. At half past ten, the wind blew so hard 
down the river that we were obliged to halt. At four 
we proceeded on with the assistan.ce of the tow line, 
though the wind still continued against us, and having 
made about two miles, encamped on the south side. 
Several hunters went out this day and killed six deer: 
one of them did not join us at night. 
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Thursday 18. We. had a clear pleasant morning. 
'with some frost. We S'et sail early, and a hunter went 
up each shore. Having proceeded two miles, we met 
a couple of Frenchmen in a canoe, who had been up at 
the Mandan nation hunting; and met with a party of 
that nation, who robbed them of their arms, ammunition 
and some fur, wich they had; and therefore they had to 
return down the river; but meetingus, went back in 
hopes ofrecovering'their property. We passed a small 
river, on the south side called Cannon-ball River. 
Several hunters went out here. ·we passed a creek 
on the north side, called Fish Creek, on which I killed 
adeer:. At night we encamped on the south side, and 
all the hqnters came in, having killed six deer, four 
goats and a pelican. 

Friday 19. Early this morning. we renewed our 
voyage, having a cl().- day and fair wind: passed a creek 
on the south side. Wht.ley out hunting yesterdp.y I saw 
about 300 goats and -~ll}eebutfalo. Deer are not· so 
plenty here as lower down ~e . ,;river, but elk, buffalo, and 
goats, are very numelious hunters went out to 
day, and in the evenil'l:g . . '1¥ith SflVen deer and 
three elk. we encamped' on thp north side. 

Saturday £0. We were early under way this morn­
ing, which was very pleasant. Two hunters went out 
and at breakfast time brought a deer to the boat; when 
four more went out. We passed a creek on the north 
side, about £0 yards wide; bottom covered. with timber 
on both sides, and a small river on the south side op­
posite the lower point of an island. At the upper end 
we passed bluffs on the south side, and bottom on the 
north. We this day, saw a number of buffalo and goats 
on the sides of the hills. We encamped on the south 
side, and our hunters came in having, killed 14 deer, a 
goat and a wolf; and one of them wounded a large white 
bear. 

Sunday £1. We had a disagreeable night of sleet 
and hail. It snowed during the forenoon, but we pro­
ceeded early on our voyage, passed bottom on the south 
side, and hills on the north. We also passed a small 



56 JOURNAL OF LEWIS AND CLARKE 

river on the south side called Chischeet River; and 
encamped on the south side. Two of the hunters, who 
had gone out in the morning came in, and had killed a 
buffalo and an otter. 

1\{Qnday 22. Some snow fell last night, and. the 
morning was cloudy and cold. We embarked early and 
went on. At nine we saw 11 Indians of the Sioux' nation 
coming down from the Mandans, who, notwithstanding 
the coldness of the weather, had not an article of clo­
thing except their breech-clouts. At 1 o'clock the day 
became clear and pleasant, and we encamped at night on 
the south side. 

Tuesday 23. Some snow fell last night, and the 
morning was cloudy. At eight, it began to snow, and 
continued snowing to eleven, when it ceased. We pass­
ed the place where the Frenchmen had been robbed, but 
no Indians could be seen. The hills here a1·e further 
from the river, than they are for some distance down it; 
and there are :fine large bottoms on both s1des covered 
with cotton wood. We encamped on the south side 
where we found a great quntity of rabbit berries. Three 
hunters were out to day, but killed nothing. 

CHAPTER V. 

Wednesday 24. We set out early in a cloudy morn­
ing. At nine, it began to rain and continued to rain 
for an hour. At twelve,we came to a hunting party 
of the Mandan nation of Indians, and remained with 
them until two and then c~:mtinued our voyage. There 
were three lodges of these Indians on an island, which 
has been cut off the Grand Bend, a short distance 
below the Mandan village. We encamped on the north 
side. Five of the Indians came to us, and our Indian 
went over with them, and returned in the mo~ning. 

Thursday 25. The morning was plea'S"imt, and we 
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set sail early with a fair wind. Passed a beautiful bot· 
tom on the south side, and hills on the north. A great 
many of the natives, some on horseback and some on 
foot appeared on the · hills halooing and singing. At 
two, we stopped for dinner, and as we could not get our 
boat to shore on the north side, the water being shallow, 
our Inaian was sent over to them. In the afternoon we 
passed a bottom covered with timber on the north side, 
and hills on the south, and encamped on the north side. 
Here our Indian returned accompanied by one of the 
Mandans. 

Friday 26. We set out early, and had a clear morn· 
ing; passed a large willow bottom on the south, and 
high land on the north side. The Mandan Indian left 
us early in the morning. At ten, we came to a hunting 
party of the .Mandans, consisting of men, women and 
children. There was an Irishman with them, who had 
come from the North.West Company of traders. We 
remained here an hour, and then proceeded. A number 
of the Indian$ kept along the shore opposite the. boat all 
day, on the south side, on which side we encamped. 
Some of them remamed with us to twelve at night, and 
then returned to their village. 

Saturday 27. The morning was clear and pleasant 
and we set out early· At half past seven, we arrived at 
the first village of the Mandans, and halted about two 
hours. This village contains 40 or 50 lodges, built in 
the manner of those of tho Rickarees. These Indians 
have better complexions than most other Indians, and 
some of the children have fair hair. We passed a bluff 
on the south side, with a stratum of black resembling coal. 
There is a bottom on the north side, where the second 
Mandan village is situated. \V e went about a mile 
above it, and encamped in the same bottom, for the 
purpose of holding a council with the natives. This 
place is 1610 miles from the mouth of the river duBois, 
where we first embarked to proceed on the expedition. 
There are about the same number of lodges, and people, 
in this village as in the first. These people do not bury 
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their dead, but place the body on a scaffold, wrapped m 
a buffalo robe, where it lies exposed.* 

Sunday 28. The day was clear, and we remained 
here; but could not sit in council, tho wind blew so 
violent. 

Monday 29. \Ve had again a clear day, and some 
of the principal men came from each village of the 
Mandans, from the vVatnsoons, Sioux, and one from 
the Grossventers; and all sat in couneil together. At 
ll o'clock, when the Council met, a shot was fired 
from our bow piece, and the commanding oiTicers took 
the chiefs by the hand. Captain Lewis, through an in· 
terpreter, delivered a speech; gave a suit of clothes to 
each of the chiefs, and some artielos for their villages. 
He also sent a suit' to the chief of the Grossventers. At 
3 o'clocl~ another gun was fired at the breaking up of 
the council, and they all appeared satisfied. Captain 
Lewis gave an iron mill to the Mandan nation to grind 
corn, with which they were highly pleased. 

Tuesday 30. We remained here to know the answer 
of the Indians. The day was clear and pleasant. At 
ten, Captain Lewis with a purty of our poople, and an 
Indian or two, wont about six miles up the river to 
view an island, in order to ascertain whether or not it 
would suit for winter quarters. At five P. M. they 
returned and were of opinion that it was not an eligible 
place. 

Wednesday 31. A pleasant morning. '\V c remained 
here also to day, the Indians havmg given no answer. 
At twelve, Captain Clarke and some of the men went 
down to the village, and the chief gave 9 or 10 bushels 
of corn, and some buffalo robes. 

Thursday Nov. 1, 1804. At 3 o'clock P. M. we 
returned down the river. to look for a place where we 
could fix our winter quarters. At dark we had descend­
ed 9 miles, and came to a bottom covered with cotton 
wood where we encamped. 

Friday 2. Captain Lewis, myself and some of the 
men, went up to the first village of the Mandans, who 

'* See Makenzie's account of the funeral rites of the Knisteneux, 
in his General History of the Fur Trade. 
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gave us some corn. Captain Clarke and the rest of our 
party, having dropped half a mile lower down the river, 
began to clear a place for a camp and fort. We pitched 
our tents and laid the foundation of one line of huts. 

Saturday 3. A dear day; we continued building, and 
six men went down the river in a periogue to hunt. 
They will perhaps have to go 30 or 40 miles before 
they come to good hunting ground. The following is 
the manner in which our huts and fort were built. The 
huts were in two rows, containing four rooms each, and 
joined at one end, forming an angle. When raised 
about seven feet high, a floor of puncheons, or split 
plank were laid, and covered with grass and clay; which 
made a warm loft. The upper part projected a foot over 
and the roofs were made shed fashion, rising from the 
inner side, and making the outer wall about 18 feet high. 
The part not inclosed by the huts we intend to picket. 
In the angle formed by the two rows of huts we buih two 
rooms, for holding our provisions and stores. 

About the 16, the weather became very cold, and the 
ice began to run in the river. We .sent a Frenchman 
down to enquire about the hunters and periogue. He 
and one of the hunters returned to the fort, having left 
the periogue and the rest about 30 miles below. The 
Frenchman was sent down again with a rope, and 
returned by land. On the 19, the hunters came up with 
the perioguc loaded with the meat of about thirty deer, 
eleven elk, and some buffalo. In the cold weather we 
moved into the huts, though not finished. From the 
20th to the 27th we had fine pleasant weather, and on 
the evening of the latter, finished the roofs of our huts. 
These were made of puncheons, split out of cotton wood 
and then hewed. The cotton wood resembles the lom­
bardy, poplar, and is a light soft wood. The largest 
trees are in thickness about 18 inches diameter. On the 
night of the 27th the snow fell seven inches deep, and 
the 28th was stormy 

Thursday 29. This day was clear, but cold. We 
went to unrig the boat, and by an accident, one of the 
sergeants had his shoulder dislocated. The 30th the 
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weather continued the same. Early in the morning of 
this day, we saw an Indian on the opposite side of the 
river, and brought him over.. He informed u~, that, a 
few days ago, eight of his natwn were out huntmg, and 
were attacked by a party of the Sioux tribe, who killed 
one and would two more; and also carried off their horses. 
Captain Clarke and 23 men immediately set out with 
an intention of pursuing the murderers. They went up 
to the first village of the Mandans, but their warriors 
did not seem disposed to turn out. They suggested the 
coldness of the weather; that the Sioux were too far 
gone to be overtaken; and put ofl" tho expedition to 
the spring of the year. Captain Clarke and his party 
retumed the same evening to the fort. '\No have boon 
daily visited by the Indians since we came here. Our 
fort is called Fort Mandan, and by observation is in 
latitude 47. 21. 32. 8.* 

* The course of the Missouri, and distancM of places on it, 
appear to be very erroneously laid down upon tho maps of Louis­
iana generally. On tlHlRO 'the villages of tho Mandana are 
placed in about 43~· dcgr.ees of north lat.itud<l, tmd 112:1 of west 
longitude from Greenwich. 'fhis woul<l place them abont 500 
miles nearer the mouth of tho Columbia on tho Pacific Ocean, 
than the mouth of tho Missouri: suppo~ing tho mouth of the 
Columbia to be about 124 degrees west of London. But the noar­
eat practicable route from the Mandan villages, to the mouth of 
the Columbia, according to Captain Clurkt~'s estirnat<~, place.s 
them 335 miles nearer tho mouth of the Missonri, than that of tho 
Columbia; and by the route actually taken by the t1xpcdition to 
the mouth of the Columbia, they are 900 miles nearer tho mouth 
of tho Missouri. 

By Captain Lewis's observations, theso villages arc in latitude 
47. 21. 32. 8. And according to Mr. Makcnzie, Mr. Thompson 
astronomer t() the North West cornpan;Y, in the your 1798, <leter­
mined the north bend of the Missouri, to he in latitnde 47. 32. 
north, and longitude 101. 25. west. Now this is prouably ncar tho 
longitude of the Mandan villages; for as it appears by the above 
statement, nnd by other observations of Captain Lewis near the 
mouth of the Missouri, that the course of tho river is, for a. con· 
aiderable distance, nearly duo west, and afterwards nearly due 
north. The difference of longitude, and latitude, bctwoen the 
mouth of the Missouri and the point where Mr. Thompson took 
his observations, may be added together, in estimating the distance: 
and this will give about 8t degrees .of latitude, and 9 '(.!egrccs of 
l()ngitu:de making the whole 17 ~ degr~es, which from the very 
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Saturday December 1, 1804. The day was pleasant, 
and we began to cut and carry pickets to complete our 
fort. One of the traders from the North West company 
came to the fort, and related that the Indians had been 
troublesome in his way through. An Indian came down 
from the :first Mandan village, and told us that a great 
number of the Chien or Dog nation had arrived near the 
village. 

Sunday 2. The day was pleasant, and the snow 
melted fast. A party of the Chien Indians with some of 
the Mandans came to the fort: they appeared civil and 
good natured. 

The 3, 4, and 5, were moderate and we carried on 
the work; but the 6, was so cold and stormy, we could 
do nothing. In the night the river froze over, and in 
the morning was covered with solid ice an inch and a 
half thick. 

Friday· 7. A clear cold morning. At 9 o'clock, the 
Big white· head chief, of the first village of the Mandans, 
came to our garrison and told us that the buffalo were 
in the prairie coming into the bottom. Captain Lewis 
and eleven more of us, went out immediately, and lifiW 
the prairie covered· with buffalo . and the Indians on 
horseback killing them. They killed 30 or 40 and we 
killed 11 of them. They shoot them with bows and 
a~·rows, and have their horses so trained that they will 
advance very ncar and suddenly wheel and fly off in 
case the wounded buffalo attempt an attack. 

Saturday 8. In our hunt of yesterday, two men had 
their feet frost-bitten. Captain Clarke and another party 
-w-ent out though ·the cold was extreme, to hunt the buf­
falo; and killed nine, and a deer. One man got his hand 
f"rozen, another his foot; and some more got a little touch­
eel. Two men encamped out fo take care of the meat. 

Sunday 9. Captain Lewis and twelve more of us, 
meandering course of the Missouri, may be sufficient to include 
1610 miles of it, the distance from the mouth to the villages• In 
tho map of North America included in tho Atlas accompanying 
Pinkerton's Geography, published in 1804, this part of tho Mis­
ao uri, appears pretty accurately luid down; but in the map of 
Louisianu., in the samo set it is equally erroneous with any otl1er. 
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went down to the bottom where the two men were taking 
care of the meat. We found some buffalo had come 
into the woods, and we killed ten of them and a deer; 
Having dressed them, we loaded four horses with meat 
and sent them with some of the party to the fort; Capt. 
Lewis and the rest of us encamped out, and had toler· 
able lodging with the assistance of the hides of the 
buffalo we had killed. 

Monday 10. After breakfasting on marrow bones; 
Captain Lewis and four of us set out for the fort. Four 
hunters and another man to keep camp remained out. 
On our return we met one of our men, who said that a 
party had gone down with the horses for more meat. 
This day was very cold; an experiment was made with 
proof spirits, which in fifteen minutes froze into hard 
ice. In the evening two of our hunters came in with the 
horses, but had killed nothing. Five encamped out. 

Tuesday 11. Captain Lewis and Captain Giarke 
thinking the weather too cold to hunt, sent men' down" 
to the camp to bring up the remainder of the meat, and 
orders for the hunters to return. The hunters came in 
at dark. They had killed four buffalo, ~e! dressed two 
ef them. The cold was so severe they dould do nothing 
with the other two. 

Wednesday H?. We all remained at the garrison 
the weather being intensely cold. •VVe made three small 
sleds to haul in the meat with. 

Thursday 13. The weather this day, began to be 
more moderate. Two hunters went out and killed two 
buffalo. One came in, and he and some of the men 
went out and brought in the meat. 

Fridav 14. 'I'his day was more moderate, and light 
snow sl~owers fell. Captain Clarke· and fourteen men 
went out to hunt; and took the three sleds with them. In 
the evening five of them returned. Captain Clarke and 
the other nine encamped out, and killed two deer. The 
snow fell about three inches deep. 

Saturday 15. A cloudy day. Some of the natives 
paid us a visit, and brought presents of meat to the com~ 
manding officers. About 1 o'clock Captain Clarke and 
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nothing more. The 
Some slight snow 

his party returned, but, had killed 
buffalo were gone from the river. 
showers fell during the day. 

Sunday 16. A clear cold day. I went up with some 
of the men to the first and second villages of the Man­
dans, and we were treated with much kindness. Three 
of the traders from the North West Company came to 
our fort, and brought a letter to our commanding officers. 
They remained with us all night. The object of the 
visits we received from the North West Company, was 
to ascertain our motives for visiting that country, and to 
gain information with respect to the change of govern­
ment.* 

Monday 1 7. This was a cold clear day, and we all 
remained in the garrison. A sled was fitted up for one 
of the North \Vest traders to return in. In the evening 
one of the natives came down and told us the buffalo 
were again come to the river. 

Tuesday 18. A very cold day. Six of us went out 
to look for the buffalo; but could see nothing but some 
goats. At nine we returned and found that the men 
from the North West Company had set out on their 
return, notwithstanding the severity of the weather. 

"The North "\:Vest Company was first formed in the winter of 
1783-4, by the merchants of Canada ingaged in the fur trade, 
uniting their interests. The concern was divided into sixteen 
shares, without any capital being deposited; each party furnishing 
his proportion of the articles necessary for carrying on the trade. 
After a severe struggle and rival competition with others engaged 
in the trade, in the year 1787 more partners were admitted, the 
shares extended to twenty, and the establishment, which was no 
more than an association" of commercial men agreeing among them­
selves to carry on the fur trade, founded on a more solid basis. 

This and Hudson's Bay Company, have engrossed and carry on 
almost the whole trade in that extensive country, situated between 
Hudson's Bay, and the Rocky Mountains, and that high tract of 
coantry west of lake Superior, which separates the southern from 
the northern waters: and have factories, forts, and trading estab­
lishments on the \Yinnipic, A.ssiniboin, Sturgeon, Saskatchiwine, 
Elk, and most of the other great lakes and rivers, which communi­
cate with or discharge themselves into Hudson's Bay, and the 
North sea. It is said that some change has since taken place in 
the establishment of the North West Company. 
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Wednesday 19. This was a more pleasant day and 
we began to set up the pickets. ' 

The 20, and 21, were quite warm and pleasant, and' 
we advanced with our work. · 

Saturday 22. Th:e weather continued clear, pleasant 
and warm. A great number of the natives c.ame with 
corn, beans and moccasins to trade, for which they would 
take anything-old shirts, bUttons, awls, knives and the 
like articles. 

Sunday 23. The weather continued pleasant, and we 
proceeded in our operations in setting up the pickets. 

Monday 24. Some snow fell this morning; about 10 
it cleared up, and the weather became pleasant. This even­
ing we finished our fortification. Flour, dried apples, 
pepper and other articles were distributed in the different 
messes to enable them to celebrate Christmas in a proper 
and social manner. · 

Tuesday 25. The morning was us,hered in by two dis· 
charges of a swiV'el, and a round of small arms by the 
whole corp~:~;~ Captain Clarke then presented to each 
man a glass of brandy, and we hoisted the American flag 
in the garrison, and its first waving in fort Mandan was 
celebrated with another glass. The men then cleared 
out one of the rooms and commenced dancing. At 10 
o'clock we had another glass of brandy, and at one a gun 
was fired as a signal for dinner. At half past two anoth· 
er gun was fired, as a notice to assemble at the dance, 
which was continued in a jovial manner till eight at night; 
and without the presence of any females, except three 
squaws, wives of our interpreter, who took no other part 
than the amusement of looking on. None of the natives 
came to the garrison this day; the commanding officers 
havina requested they should not, which was strickly at­
tended to. During the remainder of the month we lived 
in peace and tranquility in the garrison, and were daily 
visited by the natives. 

5 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Tuesday, January 1, 1805. Two shots were fired 
from the swivel followed by a round of small arms, to 
welcome the N~w Year. Captain Lewis then gave each 
a glass of good old wh~skey; and a short time after anoth· 
er was given by Captam Clarke. 

About 11 o'clock one of the interpreters and half of 
our people, went up, at the request of the natives, to _the 
village, to begin the dance; and were followed some tlme 
after by Captain Clarke, and th~ee mo~e ~11en. The day 
was warm and pleasant. Cap tam Lew1s 11:1 the afternoon 
issued another glass of whiskey; and at night Captain 
Clarke and part of the men returned from the village, the 
rest remained all night. 

Wednesday 2. Some snow fell this morning. The 
men, who remained at the village last night, retumed.­
Caotain Lewis, myself and some others went up· to the 
second villnge and amused ourselves with dancing &c, 
the greater part of the day. In the evening we in general 
returned and a great number of the natives, men, women 
and children, cmne to see us, and appeared highly pleased. 

This day l disco\·en:d how the Indians keep their hor· 
ses during the winter. In the clay time they are permit· 
ted to run out and gather what they can; and at night are 
brought into the lodges, with the natives themselves, and 
fed upon cotton wood branches: and in this way they are 
kept in tolerable case. 

Thursday 3. From this to the 13th the weather was 
generally ,;cry cold; but our hunters were frequently out. 
One of them killed a beautiful white hare. These ani­
mals are said to be plenty. We killed a small buffalo, 
three elk, four deer and two or three wolves. Three of 
the hunters going to a distance down the river, killed 
nothing for two days, but a wolf, which they were oblicred 
to eat; and said they relished it pretty well, but foun71 it 
rather tough. A number of the natives beina out huntina­
in a very cold day, one of them gave out on his return i~ 
the evening; and was left in the plain or prairie covered 
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with a buffalo robe. After some time he began to recov­
er and removed to the woods, where he broke a number 
of branches to lie on, and to keep his body off the snow. 
In the morning he came to the fort, with his feet badly 
frozen, and the officers undertook his cure. 

Sunday 13. A clear cold day. A' number of the na­
tives went down the river to hunt with our men. In the 
evening one of our interpreters and another Frenchman 
who had gone with him to the Assiniboins for fur retur,u­
ed. They had their faces so badly frost bitten that the 
skin came off, and their guide was so badly frozen that 
they were obliged to leave him with the Assiniboins.­
This nation lives near the Rocky Mountains, and about 
90 miles from fort Mandan.* 

Monday 14. Some snow fell this morning. Six more 
hunters went out to join those with the natives. In the 
evening one of the hunters, that first went out, returned. 
They had killed a buffalo, a wolf and two porcupines; 
and one of the men had got his feet so badly frozen tihat 
he was unable to come to the fort. 

During the 15th and 16th the weather was warm, and 
the snow melted fast. Horses were sent for the lame 
man, and he wns brought to the fort; his feet were not so 
bad as we had expected. 

On the 17th it becam.e cold; the wind blew hard from 
the north, and it began to freeze. 

Friday 18. Clear cold weather. Two of our hunters 
returned, and had killed four deer, four wolves anJ a pra· 
row. Two men belonging to theN. W.company, who 
stay at the Gross venters village, came to the fort. They 
say this animal which the French c.all a prarow, or bra­
row, is a species of the badger. 

Saturday 19. Two men were sent with horses for 

"< It is pre.sumed, no part of the great chain o~ ~ocky ~!Iouutains 
comes as ncar as 90 miles to fort Manda11; but 1t IS not improbable 
that there may be a mountain, connected with them, which runs a 
considerable distance eastward along the great dividing ridge; and 
on some maps a mountain is laid down r~nning east and west, 
south of the Assiniboin river, and lake, whiCh would appear to be 
not more than 90 or 100 miles from the Mandan villages. 
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meat, to the hu~r's Camp, wh.ich is thirty miles down 
the river. ' 

Sunday 20. I went up with one of the men to the 
villages. _ They treated us friendly and gave us victuals • 
.Aft~ we were done eating they presented a bowlful to a 
buff,ifo head, saying "eat that." Their superstitious ere· 
dTtfity is so great, that they believe by using the head well 
1he living buffalo will come and that they will get a sup· 
ply of meat. 

Monday 21. A clear cold day. Our hunterR return­
ed to the fort, and brought with them a three horse load of 
venison and elk meat. 

The weather on the 22nd and 23d, wM warm, and we 
commenced cutting the icc from about our craft, in order 
to get 'iftlem out of the river. The snow foil about throe 
inches deep. 

THursday 24. A cold day. Some of our hunters 
went out, but killed nothing. 

Friday 25. All hands were employed in cutting away 
the ice, which wo find a tedious business. 

Saturday 26. A pleasant day and all hnncls employed 
in cutting wood, to mnke charcoal. W o have a black• 
smith with us, and a small sot of blacksmith tools. 'l'ho 
blacksmith makes war-tl.xos, and other axos to cut woodj 
which are exchanged with the natives for corn; which is 
of great service to us, as we could not bring mueh with 
us. ' 

· On tne 'i7th and 28th the weather became much more 
flettled, warm and pleasant than it had been for somo 
time. 

Tuesday ~9. We attempted another plan for getting 
our water c~aft disengaged from the ice: which was to 
heat water in the boats, with hot stones; but in this pro· 
ject we failed, as the stones we found would not stand 
ibe fire, but broke to pieces. 

Wednesday :30. I wefft up the rivef'and found a.noth· 
er kind of stones, which broke in the $$me manner: so 
our batteaux and periogues remained fast in the ice. , 

Thursday 31. Some snow fell last• night. Five hun· 
ters went out with two horses. In 'the ''m'Oifhing the wind 



.AS RELATED BY PATRICK GASS. 69 

blew and was cold, towards the middle of the day the 
weather became moderate, and the afternoon was plea­
sant. 

Friday, February 1, 1805. A cold day. About'll 
o'clock our hunters came home, but had killed nothing. 
One of the men at the fort went out a short distance, and 
killed a small deer. On the next day he went out and 
killed another deer. This and the third were cold. 

Monday 4. A fine day. Captain Clark and eighteen 
more went down the river to hunt. We proceeded on 20 
miles and could see no game. 

Tuesday 5. vVe proceeded on to soine Indian camps 
and there we killed three deer. The next day we went 
on to more Indian camps and killed some deer. On the 
7th we encamped in a bottom on the south side of the 
Missouri, and the next dav turned out to hunt. We kill­
ed ten elk and eighteen· deer, and remained there .a;lt 
night. On the 9th we built a pen to secure on,r ~ 
from the wolves, which are very numerous here; and in 
the evenil)g went further down and encamped. The next 
morning we set out on our return towards the fort; and 
killed some elk and deer in our way. On the 12th we 
arrived at the fort; and .. found that one of our interpreter's 
wives had in our absence made an ADDITION to our num­
ber. On the 13th we had three horses shod to bring 
home our meat. 

Thursday 14. Four men set out early with the hor­
ses and sleds to bring home our meat; and had gone 
down about 25 miles when a party of Indians (they did 
not know of what nation) came upon them and robbed 
them of their horses one of which they gave back, and 
went off without doing the men auy further injury. The 
same uight the men came back and gave information of 
what had happened. At midnight Captain Lewis called 
for twenty volunteers who immediately turned out. Hav:­
ing made our arrangements, w~ set out early, ac.comp~m· 
ed by some Indians; and havmg marched thirty mtles 
encamped in some Indian huts. 

Saturday 16. We renewed our pursuit ear~y, and h~d 
a cold morning. Having proceeded twelve miles we dis-
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covered fresh 'Smoke arising at some old camps, where 
we Jlad hid some meat before when Captain Clarke was 
d.own; and therefore advanced with caution. Ho.ving ar­
rived at the place we found tho savages were gone; ho.d 
. destroyed our meat, burnt the huts and fled illto the plains. 
This morning the Indians, who ho.d come down with us 
QJld one of our men whoso feet had been a little frozen, 
teturned home. We hunted tho 17th and 18th and got a 
good deal of moat which we brought to a place where 
some more had been secured. Tho 19th wo loaded our 
sleds very heavy, and fifteen men drew one and th<~ hor1:1e 
the other, which was a small one. Ou tho next day we 
arrived at the fort much fatigued. 
, Thursday 21. Somb rain fell to-day, tho first that hns 
fallen since November. In tho evening the weuthor be­
came clear and pleasant. 

riday 22. W a,.q a fino day and wo again hogan to cut 
.. . y the icc, and succeeded in getting out ono of tho 
pe:tiogues. 

Saturday 23. We had fino pleasant weather, and all 
hands wore engaged in cutting away tho icc from tho bont 
and the other porioguo. At 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
we had the good fortuno to get both froo from the ico; and 
i13. the three following days succeeded in getting thorn ull 
aa.te upop. the bank. On the 27th wo made pn1pnrations 
for ma:l9ng periogues to pursue our voyage in. 

Thurslay 28. Sixteen of us went up the river about 
six miles1 where w, found and out down trees for four 

f canoes. While we were absent nn express arrived from 
the Rickarees v~llage with news that the Sioux had de­
clared war against us, and also against the Ma.nda.ns and 
Grossventers. They had boasted of the robbery of tho 
'14th at the Rickarees village in their way home, and that 
they intended to massacre tlri.:& whole of us in the spring. 
By this express we therefore found out that it was the 
Sioux who had taken the horses from our men. 

Friday, March 1, 1805. The same party encamped 
out to make the canoes, and continued until six were 
made. 

On the !lOth and ~let we carried them to the river 
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about a milt? and an half distant: There I remained 
with two men to finish them, and to take care of the1~ 
until the 26th, when some men came up from the fort' 
and we put the canoes into the water. As the river had 
risen there was some water between the ice and the shore. 
We got three of them safe to the fort; but the icc break­
ing before the other three were got down, so filled the 
channel, that we were obliged to carry them the rest of 
the way by land. On the 27th we put one of the canoes 
into the water to ascertain what weight they would carry. 
\V e found they would not carry as much as w~s expected, 
and Captain Lewis agreed to take a large periogue along. 
The remainder of the month we were employed in pre­
paring our craft for renewal of our voyage. 

Monday, April 1, 1805. As our large boat was tore­
turn immediately to St. Louis, the whole of our craft 
was put into the water. A considerable quanlity of raiJl 
fell this day; the first of any consequence that had fa:ll~f! 
here for six months. The second was a fair day~t 
windy. On the 3d the weather was fine and pleasant. 
Some boxes were made, in which it was intended to have 
packed skins of different animals, which had been pro­
cured in the country, to be sent down in the batteaux. 

Thursday 4. A fine clear day. We packed the box­
es full of skins, buffalo robes, and horns of the Mountain 
ram, of a great size, for the president; and began to load 
the boat. 

Friday 5. This was a clear day and the wind blew 
hard and cold from theN. \V. We took all our goods, 
stores and baggage out, divided and put them aboard our 
craft, that we might be ready to continue our voyage. 

If this brief Journal should happen to be preserved, 
and be ever thought worthy of appearing in print: some 
readers will perhaps expect, that, after our long friendly 
intercourse with these Indians, among whom we have 
spent the winter; our acqua~ntance ~vith those .nati?ns 
lower down the river and the mformatwn we recelVed,re­
lative to several other nations, we ought to be prepared 
now, when we are about to renew our voyage, to give 

.some account of the fair sex of the Missouri; and emer-
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tain them with narratives . of feats of love as well as of 
arms~ Though we could furnish a sufficient number of 
entertaining stories and pleasant anecdotes, we do not 
think it prudent to swell our Journal with them; as our 
views are directed to more useful information. Besides, 
a:s we are yet ignorant of the dangers, which may await 
us, and the difficulty of escape, should certain probable 
incidents occur, it may not be inconsistent with good 
policy to keep the Journal of as small and portable a size 
as circumstances will make practicable. It may be ob­
served generally that chastit:y is not very highly esteemed 
by these people, and that the severe and loathsome effects 
of certain French pri'l)ciples are not uncommon among 
them. The fact i.s, that the women are generally consi­
dered an axticle of traffic, and i'Q.dulgence are sold at a 
very moderate ptice. As a proof of ibis I will just men­
tion, that for an old tobacco box, one of our men was 
granted the honor of passing a ni&ht with the daughter of 
the head chief of tl;le Mandan natwn. An old bawd with 
her punks, may also be found in some ·of the villp.ges on 
the Missouri, as well as in the large cities of polished 
nations. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Saturday 6. The day was clear and pleasant. This 
day we heard that some of tl).e Rickarees had come up to 
the Mandan villages. · Ou:r; interpreter and· some of the 
men were sent over to ascertain the truth of the report; 
and we were detained all day waiting their return. 

Sunday 7. The men returned and four of the Rick­
areas with them. The commanding officers held a con­
versation with these Indians; and they coRcluded that 
some of them would go down in the boat from their vil­
lagj. to St. Louis. About 5 o'clock in the afternoon we 
le!t 'fort Mandan in good spirits. Thirty·one men and a 
woman went up the river and thirteen returned down it 
in the boat. We had two periogues and six canoes, and 
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proceeded about four miles, and encamped opposite the 
first Mandan village, on the north side. . 

Monday 8. We set out early and had a clear day. 
The wind blew hard from the N. W~ \ At twelve the word 
was passed from a canoe in the rear that it was sinklng, 
when we halted in front arid Captain Clarke went back to 
see what was the matter. This forenoon we passed two 
villages of the Grossventers, or Big-Belley nation of In~l 
dians on the South side and a small river on the same 
side called Cutteau or Knife-River. The canoe which 
had been in distress, came up, and had received little 
damage except wetting some . powder on board. The 
woman that is with us is a squaw of the Snake nation of 
Indians, and wife of ou:t: interpreter. . We expect she 
will be of! serv~ce to us, w.hen passing through that nation. 
In the afternoon we p11.ssed very high bluffs on the South 
side; one of which had lately been a burning volcano. 
The pumice stones lay v.ery thick around it, and $ex~, 
was a strong smell of Sulphur.* .· We came about fottr;: 
teen miles and'e~amped on the l'tor1;h side. 

Tti~sdax 9. We,:Set out early, and about 1 o'clock we 
passeCf a<'party <>f Indians bunting: made about twenty­
two miles and encamped on tlle North side. 

Wednesday 10. We proceeded again early, and had 
rapid water and a great many ~;~and-bars; but a fine plea­
sant day. Having· proceeded about nineteen miles we 
encamped on the North side. 

Thursday 11. We got under way early, had a fine 
clear pleasant day, and went on vio~l.saw 
some Indians on the South side, bu · (j wl:tb· 
them. We came about twenty-one miles and encamped· . 
on the North side. 

Friday 12. Another fine day. We set out early as 
us,ual. About eight we came to the mouth of the Little 

• "Mr. Mackay infonned me, that in passing over the mountains, 
he observed several chasms in the earth that emitted heat and smolte, 
which diffused a strong sulphureous stenoh."-Makenzie's Voy§ge. 

These appearances were near the eastern side of ~e Rooky 
Mountains where they were crossed by Mr. Maoke11Z1e's party; 
and in about lat. 56. North, and long. 120. West. 
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Missouri, a handsome small river that comes in on the 
South side where we halted uml took breakfast. The 
river is very properly callocl tho Little Missouri, for it 
exactly resembles the Missouri in color, current and ta'ltc.t 
It was thought advisable to remain hero tho remainder of 
the day, and air our loading. Some hunters went out and 
killed a deer, and Captain Clarke killed a hare, which 
was now changing its color from white to grey. 

Saturday 13. We had a pleasant clay and a fair wind; 
but our small canoes could not bear the sail. Some of 
the party caught some beaver, and some Frenchmtm who 
were out trapping caught s:won of them. 'Ve passed u 
large creek on the South side, called Onion Crock. 'Ve 
came 23 miles and encamped· on the North side, where 
we found a wild goose nest on a tree about 60 feet high. 
One of the men elimbod the tree and found 0110 t~gg in 
the nest. 

Sunday 14. vV c started early as usual, and had a fine 
morning. As we were setting out a black dog came to us, 
and went along, supposed to have belonged to a band of 
the Assiniboins, who had been encamped near this place 
a few days ago. \Vc passocl a hill rusemhling a large 
haystack, all but about ton feet of the top which was as 
whit3 a'S chalk. The hills in general are much higher 
here than lower down tho river; but tho bott01.ns much tho 
same. In tho afternoon wo passed n creek, called td'ter 
our i\ltcrproter, Sharbons Creek. He had boon, boforo, 
this far up t~c Missouri, and no white man any further, 
that we coul~.~~l;l¥~r. We made 16 miles and encamp­
ed in a handsome bOttom on the North side. 

Monday 15. W o had· a pleasant day and n fair wind; 
set forward early us usual, and wont on very well. Pass­
ed a largo Crock on the North side, called Goat-Pen 
Creek. \V c saw a numb"r of buffalo and two bears on 
the banlti of the river. After going z:3 miles we c.mcaqlp· 
ed on the South side. 

1'ucsday 16. We had a clear pleasant day; and in 

· t The maps of Louisiana place the Mandan villages west of the 
little Missouri; whereas it is ascertained by this expedition to be 92 
miles higher up the Missouri than the Mandans. 



AS RELATED BY PATRICK GASS. 75 

the early part of it, a fair gentle wind. Captain Clarke 
went out and killed a Cabre or Antelope, the same kind of 
an animal, which we before called a goat. The wind 
became flawy and the sailing bad. After rraki~ eighteen 
miles we encamped on the South side in a point of woods 
called the Grand Point. 

W eJnesday 17. We proceeded on early as usual with 
a fair wind. The day was fine and we made good way. 
Passed a beautiful plain and two large Creeks on the 
North side, and another creek on the South. We saw 
a great many buffalo and elk on the banks. At 1 o'clock 
we halted for dinner, when two men went out and in a few 
minutes killed two buffalo. We made 26 miles and en­
camped on the South side, and found that some rain had 
fallen during the day, where we encamped, though there 
was none where we had been. 

Thursday 18. The men caught some beaver, and 
killed a wild goose. The morning was fine and we went 
on very well until 1 o'clock, when the wind blew so hard 
down the river, we were obliged to lie to for three hours, 
after which we continued our voyage. This day Captain 
Clarke went by land, and met us in the afternoon on the 
bank with an elk and a deer. We came about 14 miles 
and encamped in a good harbor on the North side, on ac­
count of the wind, which blew very hard all night accom· 
parried by some drops of rain. 

Friday 19. · A cloudy morning, with high wind. We 
did not set out until the next day. While we lay here, I 
went out to the hills, which I found very high, much wash­
ed by the rain, and without grass. I saw a part of a log 
quite petrified, and of which good whetstones, or hones 
could be made. I also saw where a hill had been on fire, 
and pumice stones around it. There is a great quantity of 
hysop in the vallies. W c killed an elk and some wild 
geese, and caught some beaver. 

Saturday 20. We set out again and had a cold disa­
greeable morning; rapid water and a strong wind. Some 
of the canoes took in a good deal of water; and we made 
but six miles, when we were obliged again to lie too, on 
account of the wind. and to dry our loading. While we 
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lay here we killed thre~ elk and got a number of Goose 
eggs out of their nest$, which are generally built on trees. 

Sunda;r 21. We proceeded on early; and had a fino 
clear morning, but cold; there was a sharp frost. W c 
~w a great number of elk, buffalo a~d dc~r on both 
skles of the river. About twelve tho wmd agum rose and 
was disagreeable, but we continued our voyage. Two of 
our hunters went out this afternoon and caught three 
young buffalo calves. We passed a small river called 
White Clay rtver on the North side and having gone 15 
.miles encamped on the South side. 

Monday 22. Before day light we continued our voy­
age; passed a beautiful bottom on the North sido, eovor­
ed with game of different kinds. The wind was unfavor­
able to day, and tho river here is very crooked. We 
came about 14 miles, then encamped on tho South sido 
and caught some beaver. 

Tuesday 23. We set out early and had o. fmc day; 
but the wind was ah!'ntd and we wore obliged to lie too 
about three ~ours. W c went 15 milos and onenmpod on 
the North side. Co.ptain Clarke killed th roo blacktnil<Jd 
deer and a buffalo calf . 

.. ·, ~w~nesday 24. 'rhis was a clear day, bu·t tho wine! 
Bt~~b :1\a.rd down the river we could not proceed.-

• W~t ""e lay here some of the men went to seo somo 
~r'¥1~ distanoe which appeared like a river or small 
lake>. ·llitlhe ·&:ft41rMon they returned, and had found it 
only 1:he water of 'the ~"ouri, which had run up a bot­
tom. One of~1!hl!l . men caught six young wolves and 
brought them in, and the O't'her men killed some elk and 
deer. '· 

Thursday 25. We set otif as usual and had a fino 
day; but about eleven were obliged to halt again, tho wind 
was so strong ahead. Captain Lewis and four men sot 
off by land from tbis place to go ttl the river Jaune, or 
Yell9w Stone river, which it. is believed is not very dis­
tant. I remarked, as a singular circumstance, that there 
is no dew in this country, and very little rain. Can it be 
owing to the want of timber? At ·.s o'cloCk in the after· 
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noon, we renewed our voyage; and having this day ad~ 
vanced about 13 miles, encamped on the South side. 

Friday 26. A :fine day. We set out early, and hav~ 
ing proceeded 10 miles came at 12 o'clock to the mouth 
of the J aune and halted: Captain Lewis and his party 
had not arrived. I went up the point about nine miles, 
where there are the most beautiful rich plains I ever be~ 
held. I saw a large pond or lake. Captain Clarke while 
I was absent measured both rivers; and found the breadth 
of the Missouri to be 337 yards of water, and 190' of a 
sand beach; total 527 yards. That of the Yell ow Stone 
river 297 yards of water and 561 of sand; total858 yards. 
The mouth of this river is 1888 miles from the mouth of 
the· Missouri; 278 from. Fort Mandan and 186 from the 
mouth of Little Missouri. 

The river Jaune.is shallow, and Missouri deep and ra~ 
pid. In the evening Captain Lewis with hif) party joined 
us; and had brought with them a buffalo calf, which fol­
lowed them seven or eight miles. We killed a number 
of calves, anti found they made very good veal. There 
are a great many signs of beaver in this part of the coun~ 
try. We encamped on the point all night. 

Saturday 27. About 9 o'clock in the forenoon were· 
newed our voyage. The day was fine, but on account of 
a strong wind we were obliged at one to halt, till four, 
when we again went on; and having this day made eight 
miles, encamped on the North side. 

Sunday 28. We set out early, had a fine day and went 
on very well. About nine we halted for breakfast under 
very high bluffs on the North side. About 15 miles above 
the Yellow Stone river, the banks on the Missouri are not 
so high as below it, and the sand bars are more in the 
middle of the river. We came 24 miles and encamped 
on the North side in a handsome· bottom. The bottoms 
here are not so large, and have less ,timber on them than 
those below the J aune. 

Monday 29. We again set out early, had a clear 
morning and went on at a good rate. This forenoon we 
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passed some of the highest bluffs I had ever seen; and on 
the top of the highest we saw some Mountain sheep, 
wki~;, th~ natives say are common about the Rocky 
lf~tains. 'lllese were the first we had seen; and we 
, · ted tO Ifill some .of them but did not·succeed. Cap-

' ·end one of the men, travelled some distance 
killed a white bear. The natives call them 

·· · y <fl.l'e more of a bro~ grey. They are 
· '1he eommon !black bear, and have much 

teeta'lidtalrins. We went 25 miles and encamped 
• , JQiil dle'bank Of a small river, which comes in on the 

~,-f~ . &Eth side abo~t 70yards wide. . 
· 'i'uesday 30~ , We em~ked at sunr1se; had a fine 

m~ing a.nd went on very well. ·We passed through a 
handsome Country, with a:rich soil; and the prairies rising 
beantifil1ly on both sides of the river. We went 24 
miles and encamped on the North side. Captain Lewis 
killed a large elk here. 

CHAPTER VIli. 

~J~Jlilq, -~~fay I, 1805. We set· out' early in a 
. · went on till 12 o'elock, when the wind 

small· canoes could •not stand the 
-mileslllis day. 

· i.i; began ro' snow; and the 
not proceed until 'the 
h~mws went out and 

· fou~ some red 
pose had been 

h:aving some 
mode of 

inch deep. 
. ·· the 
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pearance somewhat uncommon. The cotton wood leaves 
are as large as dollars, notwithstanding the snow and such 
hard frost. We passed, a small river on the north side 
cal.led the 2000 mile river. About a mile above we pass­
ed a lanre creek on the South side, called Porcupine 
Creek. "'we came this day about 20 miles and encamped 
on the North side. 

Saturday 4. This day waS more pleasant: in the fore­
noon we passed a creek on the South s1de, about 40 yards 
wide. The river has been more straight for two or three 
days than it was before; the bottoms larger and more 
timber on them. We went about eighteen miles and en­
camped on the :qorth side. One of the men became sick 
this morningan.(J::tro.s remained so all day. 

Sunday 5. Ten~ m{)rnillg was fine with some white 
frost. During this' day the country appeared beautiful 
on both sides of the river. We went sixteen miles and 
encamped on the North side. The sick man has be­
come better. Here we killed a very large brown bear, 
which measured three feet five inches round the head; 
three feet ele:ven inches roo:nd the neck; round the breast 
ive feet ten and a half inches; the length eight feet sev­
e!\ and a h~f inches; round the middle of the fore leg 
tw'im:ty~ inches; and his talons four inches and thre9 

inch. 
, 6. , We set sail with a f!hir wind and plea­

$mt W!!l~her~ At twelye a few drops of rain fell, hut it 
SO(m cl~d t.rp• . We ~sed a river on the South ~ide 
;lbd.ut ~ yards w' ' w,ater of this river sinks 
ia tlle sand 011t t, . . ~JiSs(lttt'i. We went twen-
ty-six rnil.es and ~ped o~ ·· 111t\ side. 
, Toosday 7. We ~Bet nd went on very 
weU till :twelve ~oo it began . ,. , and heina all 

n~ ~ail one of our~~~ .0ver. FortuU:tely 
tbe ~dent happened near ~ t~h~ ;·and after halting 
th~,Jilo'llr~ we we~ ahl.% to go'ou ~ain. Having this 

srxteen mdes we en~ on,, t:b.e S<1U<th side. 
. . . y S •. We were ~lf'Sry early under way 
<l!l: 11 ~y mornmg; about twe¥~~m.e rain {ell: at two 
'1'1'1!: ~a han.dooine river on th~N&rth side oabGut 200 
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yards wide culled Milk River. There is a good deal of 
water in this river which is clear, and its banks beau­
ti~ul. Our distance this day was about twenty-seven 
miles, and we encamped in a beautiful bottom on the 
South side. 

Thursday 9. We proceeded on early and had a fine 
day. The country on both sides begins to be more bro­
ken, and the river more crooked. At one, we passed a 
creek on the South side, and having made about 25 miles 
we encamped at the mouth of a creek on theN orth side, 
called by the name of vV arner's Creek. 

Friday 10. We set out early in a fair morning; but 
having gone five miles were obliged to halt and lie by 
during the day, on account of hard wind. Some small 
showers of rain occasionally fell. Here we killed some 
deer and buffalo and took some beaver. 

Saturday 11. The morning was· fine, we started at 
the usual hour: at one passed a small ·Creek on the South 
side. This day we saw several gangs of buffalo, and 
other game in plenty. One of the men killed another 
large brown bear, about the .size,. of the one .lately killed. 
We came seventeen miles and encamped on the South 
side. · 

Sunday 12. We early renewed ~ur voyage and had 
a pleasant morning; passed some hills on the North side, 
covered with pine and cedar, the first timber of any kind 
we have seen on the hills for a long time. At one we 
halted for dinner and a violent storm of wind then arose, 
which continued until night when some rain fell. Our 
distance this day only 13! miles. 

Monday 13. The weather continued stormy, and 
some few drops of rain fell. At one P. l\1. we embarked, 
passed three creeks, one on the North side and t\VO on the 
South; went seven miles, and encamped in a larg0 
bottom. 

Tuesday 14. There was some white frost in the 
mornmg, we proceeded on early; passed black hills close 
to the river on the South side and some covered with pine 
tim her at a distance. About twelve the day became warm. 
Banks of snow were seen lying on the hills on the North 

6 
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side. This forenoon we passed a large creek on the North 
side and a small river on the South. About four in the 
afternoon we passed another small river on the South 
side near the mouth of which some of the men discover­
ed a large brown bear, and six of them went out to kill it. 
They fired at it; but having only wounded it, it made bat­
tle and '\Vas near seizing some of them, but they all for­
tunately escaped, m1d at length succeeded in dispatching 
it. These bears are very bold and ferocious; and very 
large and powerful. The natives say thoy have killed a 
number of their brav.e men. The penogues having gone 
ahead, while the people belonging to the canoes ·were 
dressing the bear, a sudden gust of wind arose, which 
overset one of the periogues before the sail could be got 
dowJJ. The men who had been on board, turned it again 
and got it t6 shore, full of water. It was immediately 
unloaded and the. cargo opene~ when we found a great 
part of the medicine, and other articles spoiled. Here 
we encamped, having come to day 18t miles. 

\Vednesd.uy 15. We remained here all day to dry 
our baggage that had got wet. It was cloudy and unfa- . 
vorable ior the purpose, and some rain fell. 

. Tlaursday 16. This was a fine day, and by 4 o'clock 
in the ~)ernoon we had all our articles dry and on board 

· At that time we proceeded on our voyage ; pass-
·en hills on both sides of the river, with only 

·. . em th'i~· We advanced seven _miles and 
ell\l)l'llll~ m a handsom:i?J houom on the South s1de where 
there ~a ii)Umber of dian huts. 

Friday 17. The was~ and we embarked 
~ly. The hif:Is: here ~ very t!lose to tho river on 
~h sides, and have very•little timber on them. They 
are Yery high ffild much .washed. There are some of 
t~, which at a distll!lce.res~ble ancient steeples. We 
IJ&SSOO two riv~, one dlll,,each side. During the whole 
of ~ day's voyage the. !Mis®uri was very handoome, 
and *ut 300 ymrds ~ide. We matl.!'l 20! mi~ .. ~d en-
C.&Rltped oo the S.outh side. ' .. . .· .•. ,, ..• 
~ ij8;. A cloudy mor~.' We pr~p;¥. .as 

usaal. Th.e C(}Wltry much the ·~e. -.. ~~7; until 
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about 12 o'clock, when the bottoms became more e:x:ten· 
sive on both sides of the river. There is still a small 
quantity of pine timber on the hills. We had some 
showers of rain in the forenoon; hail in the afternoon; 
and a fine clear evening. \Ve went nineteen miles and 
encamped on the South side opposite an island. 

Sunday 19. The morning was foggy and there was 
some dew. The river is handsome and the country 
mountainous. We made 20:! miles and encamped on the 
North side in a small bottom. 

Monday 20. We set sail early and had a fine morn· 
ing. Passed a creek on the south side and about eleven 
came to the mouth of the Muscle-shell River, a handsome 
river that comes in on the South side. The water of the' 
Missouri is becoming more clear. We here spent the 
remainder of the day, having come seven miles •. Cap­
tain Lewis had an observation here, which gave 47°. 00. 
24. North latitude: and Captain Clarke mea.SNred the 
rivers. The Missouri here is 222 yards wide, and the 
Muscle,shell 110 yards. The water of the latter is of a 
pale color, and the current is not rapid; its mouth is 660 
miles above Fort Mal'ldans. 

Tuesday 21. We proceeded on early and had a fine 
mornmg; towards the middle of the day the wind blew 
hard; but we went on very well for 20 miles, and en­
camped on a sand-beach on the North side. 

Wednesday 22. A cloudy morning. The wind blew 
so hard this morning, we did not get under way until 9 
o'clock. The forenoon was cold and disagreeable, but 
the afternoon became more pleasant. We killed a brown 
bear and some other game on our way. Having gone 
16! miles we encamped on the North side. 

Thursday 23. The morning was clear with a white 
frost, and ice as thick as window glass. We passed two 
creeks, one on each side of the river: and two Islands, 
which are not common. There are very few between 
these and Fort Mandans, not more than six or eight. In 
the evening we killed a large bear in the river; but he 
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sunk and we did not get him.* We WE;nt 28! miles and 
encamped. 

''Friday 24. There was again some white frost this 
morning. We embarked early; passed a large creek on 
the North side and a beautiful Island close on the South­
em shore. At the head of the Island, came in another 
creek on the South side. The bottom of the river, and 
sand-bars have become much more gravelly than we 
found them at any place lower down. The water is high, 
rapid a'hd more dear. At dinner time a party was sent 
out to bring the meat of some animals that had been kill­
ed at a distance. Here we left two canoes to wait for 
tlrem ' ~4 proceeded on. We passed a creek on the 
North side, and having made 24i mi1es encamped on the 
So~ side. The hills are near, on both sides of the 
rivei, and very high • 

... Saturday 25. We w~ted here in the morning until 
the~scame 1!1tp; and ah9ut seven proceeded on our 
voyage. The forenoon was pleasant. We passed two 
creeks opposite to each othet on the opposite sides of the 
river. About twelve we passed a. bottom on the North 
side with one solitary tree on it, ~pon which there was 
an eagle's nest. The bottoms here are very small. As 
we w~:nt on this afternoon, some of the party killed three 
i.j!>f whlllt ~e French and natives call mountain sheep; but 
:lheyvery; little n;oomble sheep, except in the head, horns 
and feet. They are"of a dun color except on the belly 
and round tire rump1 :\vbere ~hey,are white. The horns 
oftlre mille are very tar~ those ~f the female small. 
They have a :fine sot"t~. ~apt~n Clarke. calls them 
.the Ibex, and oo.ys they~~plble t~ animal more than 
~ny other. The;x. are m Sl!&C .somewhat larger than a 
~r. The hins'hereare high and steep.. One of 
,pur men in an attemt>t ~ ,.one had hjs shonlder dis-

ted; it wa& however replaced wi{liJc~ much difficulty. 
ngls are. very ril:uch 'IV~ in: general: th:ey 

. lil:e gre~t heags of ~~y, washing 1itway with 
r; wnh scarcely.~)' herbs or gra$~ ,(;)~any 

«!!is:~ that bean, beavers, ~ttem 1Ul~~:irit sink 
~.&h~iead. 
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of them. This evening we passed an island all prairie 
except a few trees on the upper end of it. We went 18 
miles and encamped on the South side. 

Sunday 26. We set out early in a fine morning, and 
,passed through a desert country; in which there is no 
timber on any part, except a few scattered pines bn the 
hills. We saw few animals of any kind, but the Ibex or 
mountain sheep. One of our men killed a male, which 
had horns two feet long, and four inches diameter at the 
root.* We passed two creeks this forenoon on the North 

• "The Ibex resembles the goat in the shape of its body; but 
differs in the horns which are much larger. They are bent back­
wards, full of knots; and it is generally asserted that there is a knot 
added every year. There are some of these found if we may 
believe Bello~ius, at least two yards long: The Ibex has a large 
black beard, IS of a brown color, w1th a thtek woven coat of hair. 
There is a streak of black runs along the top of the back;.,p.nd the 
belly and back of the thighs are of a fawn color. It is a native of 
the Alps, the Pyrenees, and mountains of Greece; extremely swift 
and capable of running with ease along the edges of precipices, 
where even the Wolf or .the Fox,, though instigated by hunger, 
dares not pursue it.:'' , Goldsmith. 

Such is the description given of the Ibex; but which to us does 
not appear to suit the animal found about the Rocky Mountains 
called the mountain Ram. From what we have before heard of 
that animal, and from Mr. Gass's verbal description, we are led to 
believe, that it much more nearly resembles the wild sheep, called 
the Muffion or Musmon, to be found in the uncultivated parts of 
Greece, Sardinia, Corsica and in the desart of Tartary; and which 
is thought to be the primitive race and the real sheep in its wild aud 
savage state. Perhaps it may be found to be exactly the same; of 
which we :find the following description. 

"The Muffion, or Musmon, though covered with hair, bears a 
Btronger similitude to the Ram than to any other animal; like th~ 
Ram it has the eyes placed near the horns; and its ears are shorter 
than those of the Goat: it also resembles the Ram in its horns, and 
in all the particular contours of its form. The horns also are alike; 
they are of a white or yellow color; they have three sides as ln the 
Ram, and bend backwards in the same manner behind the ears.­
The muzzle and inside of the ears are of a whitish color tinctured 
with yellow; the other parts of the face are of a brownish grey. 
The general color of the hair over the body is of a brown, approach­
ing to that of the red deer. The inside of the thighs and belly are 
of a white, tinctured with yellow. The form upon the whole seems 
more made for agility and strength than that of the common sheep; 
and the Muffion is actually found to live in a savage state, and main-
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sid..,i.and in the evening oneof the men killed a bufful_o. 
-M <!lark we came to large rap~f;, where we had to umte 
the crews of two or three canoes, to. force them through. 
It was sometime after night before, ~P could encamp.­
\Ve at length, after havinD' gone 2f miles encamped ou 
the So~;rh side in a small "'grove of timber; the first we 
had seen duringthe day. 

1\fond:.ty 27. W~Jmve no;y got into a country which 
presen~.'little to our i!iew, but scenes of barrenness and 
desolatibn;and see no encouraging prospects that it will 
term!nat~. Having proceetl.od (by the course of this 
river) q,b0ut two thousand (hree lmD;dred miles, it may 
therefore ·not be improper to make t>"~ or three general 
ob'servations respecting the country we have passed. 

Fi'Qm the mouth of the Missouri to that of the river 
Platte, a" distance of m~J;I;l than six hundred {niles, the 
l~d is~generally ctf a go~' quality, with a sufficient quan­
tity of timh~r; in many pl~es very nch, and the country 
pleasant an4 15eautiful •. · .. ' 

From the confluence of'.the river Platte with the Mis­
. souri to the Sterile d~ert, we latelv ent~red, a distance of 

of fifteen hundred miles the soif is less rich, and 
the bottOn:tf>, the land of an inferior quality; 

~t ~11'Y in genera\ he callE)d good second rate land. The 
try .is ratlrl« hilly than level, though not mountain­
rocky or•stony. '!'he hills in their;unshcltered state 

~ muc}; rx~sed tQ be i.va;hed by he~vy rains. This 
kind •of·~untry ~-· ~}li~ ,fWihich has fallen 'Under our 
observatl:on in our · · · p the Missouri, Qxtends it is 
understqQd, to a gr on both sides of the river. 
Along tlie Missouri and tla~ '\laters• which flow into it, 
cotton woo± and . \V~i~O:ws are frequent in the bot­

. roms and islands;hut the upland is almost entirely with-

itself'either by force or.~!ftn¢sil ~nsl:. all the anirhals that 
· e. Sq,ch rs;~ts'.!x~e4 spfelld that many have been 

eil' to rank it among the'deer lr:jnd, than the sheep-­
they are deceive{!, ·as the Musmon has a ID!!,l'k that 

" .. · . . . .. .. uishes it from that species, being ,know~,~ever to 
sheli;~~· In som~ th~ a(e ~en to gro~ to a surprii!ililt\1:' size; 
Jllll;l'/'~ ot :&~ measunng, m then· eonvolutj,(lns, above, t;vo ells 
l&ng •• 'fl'"' ' Goul:sm#h 
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out timber, and consists of large prairies or plains the 
boundaries of which the eye cannot reach. The grass 
is generally short on these immense natural pastures, 
which in the proper seasons are decorated with blossoms 
and flowers of various colors. The views from the hills 
are interesting and grand. Wide extend~d plains with 
th3ir hills and vales, stretching away in lessening wavy 
ridges, until by their distance they fade frqm the sight; 
large rivers and streams in their rapid course, windingin 
:various meanders; groves of cotton wood and willow 
along the waters intersecting the landscapes in different 
directions, dividing them into various forms, at length 
appearing like dark clouds and sinking in the horizon; 
these enlivened with tlw buffalo, ellt, deer, and other 
animals which in vast numbers feed upon the plains or 
pursue their prq, are the promineiH objects, which com­
pose the mnensive prospects presented to the view ~, 
strike the attention of the o~older. ,, ,, 

T'h&,;i~lai1ds in the Misso:;i:ti ~ of varia~ sizes; in 
~ene:t;!Ll not large, "and durmg h1gh water mostly over-
fiowe~. .. .... " , 

There are InatAn patlfs along the Mis~ouri arid some in 
. other parts of the country. • T~se along that riv!,i'r rlo 

not generally follow its winll.ings''but cut off points of 
land and pursue a direct course. There are also roads 
and paths made by the buffalo and other animals; some 
of the buffalo roads are at least ten feet wide. \V e did 
110t embark this morning until8 o'clock. The day was 
fine, but the wind ahead. \V e had difficult water, and 
passed through the most dismal country I ever beheld; 
nothing but barren mountains on both sides of the river, 
as far as our view could extend. The bed of the river 
is rocky, and also the banks and hills in some places; but 
these are chiefly of earth. \Ve went thirteen miles and 
encamped in a bottom, just large enough for the purpose, 
and made out to get enough of drift wood to cook with. 

Tuesday 28. We set sail early, had a nne morning, 
and proceeded on through this desert country until about 
4 o'clock P. M. when we came to a more pleasant part. 
We made twenty-one miles and encamped on the North 
side. 
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Wedneiday 29. We proceeded on early and had n. 
fine moJ;Ding: passed two rivers, one on each sido. At 
;twelve it became cloudy and began to rain. W o went 
a,bout eighteen miles and halted at a handsome grove of 
timber on the South side. It rained a little all tho after­
noon. ·Some of the men went out to hunt and killed an 
·(/lk. Last night about 12 o'clock a buflalo swimming tho 
river happened to land at one of the pcrioguqs, crossud 
.ove:J; it and broke two guns, but not so as to render tlwm 
useless. He then went strait on throt1gh tho men whc:re 
they wflre sleeping, but hurt fione of them. As wo eamo 
~;tlbng to day we passed a plage where the Indians hud 
dri!Ven above an hundred head of buflaio down a proei· 
.pice ru!td kil!led them. 

Triursd;:ty 30. The forenoon was cloU<ly, with smno 
ram.. We did not set out ~ill late in the day. '.L'ho hills 
came in,.dose on the river agll.in, but are not so high. 
Some of them are as black as coal and some whiw as 
chalk. We see a great many fresh Indi<m tmd:s or si~rtl!l 
as we pass along. It raine.d a little all day; we wont on 
slow and encamped early on tho Norih side, in u small 
bottom with some cotton wood, having procof'.dod on eight 
mfief;!. There are no pines to be souu on the hills. 

. • . ,ifriday 3,1. . We cmbarke.d early in a elotHly ~orning; 
··~~~:th~Z6pgh a mountuinous country, hut the game is 
· rii<ttl'<'l. pl(l).ltY;, ·and we killed some hufl~}lO in otir way. 

About 11 o'~lock it b $1 to rain sh)wl,, and c:ontimwd 
raining t'YoholJ:t's., . l!t.l'<od up. We passed somo 
very eurkms. elif~ ky peaks, in a long rttllgo.-
Some ofthem.2Q.Ofe and not more than 3 feet thi,:k. 

They seem as if built by th' hand of man, and uro so 
numerous that they appear like the ruins of an ancient 
!eity. We went 17i miles and encampt1d at the mouth of 
a handsome creek on the North side. 

Saturday, June 1, 1805. >We emburkcd onrly. The 
morning was clou<ly, but without rain. \Vo pas1:1~1d 
through a more handsome, country, th~ for some days 
past. It appears more l('lvel and thel!!e: ,anr some good 
bottoms Pll. both sides of the river, but not large; also a 
number of beautiful small islancils co'l"ered with cotton 
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wood. . We saw a number of mountain sheep. Yester­
day our men killed three of them, that had remarkable 
large horns; one pair weighed 25 pounds. We passed a 
small river on the North side about 11 o'clock. The 
water is not so rapid to day as usual, but continues high. 
In the afternoon we passed a creek abouf 30 yards wide, 
and several small islands. We we;nt 24 miles and 
encamped on a small island. 

Sunday 2. We embarked early in a fine morning. 
The hills come close on the river, but are not so high 
nor so broken, as we found them a short distance lower 
down. This forenoon we passed two creeks, one on 
each side, and several islands covered with cotton wood; 
but there is not a stick of timber to be seen any where 
upon the hills. Some of the hunters killed a brown 
bear in a small bottom on the south side, and having 
coJ;Ile 18' miles we encamped just above the bottom on.llb:e 

, same .s:ide;:at the mowth of· a large river. jJ\11 •• 
i·M~dai:: .;s;~ We croSS!td over to the ~t between 

'!l · ' r8 d encalllpeel there. The co~Irtanding 
0 .. /!13 ~nii&e w~h of these rivers qcr 
bral'1chel,. proper to 'take; and t:Q.e,-efore ~e.G. 
to send ~smal~ party up each, of them. M3:self and 
two m.en went up the South branch, and a serJeant and 
two more' up the North. The parties went up the two 
branches about 15 miles. We found the South branch 
rapid with a great many island<l and the general course 
South West. The other party reported the North branch 
us less· rapid,. and not so deep a'§ the other. The North 
branch is 186 yards wide and the South 372 yards. The 
water of the South branch is clear, and that of the North 
muddy. About a mile and a half up the point from 
the confluence, a handsome small river falls fnto the 
North branch, called Rose river. Its water is muddy, 
and the current rapid. Captain Lewis took a meridian 
altitude at the point, which gave 47°. 24. 12. North lati~ 
tude. Captain Lewis and Captain Clarke w~re not yet 
satisfied with respect to the proper river to ascend. 

Tuesday 4. Captain Lewis with six men went up the 
North branch, to see if they could find any certain marks 
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to determine whether that was the Missouri or not; and 
Ca:ptain Clarke myself and four others went up the South 
branch, for the same purpose with regard to that branch. 
About eiuht miles above the confluenco, the South branch 
a~ the ~mall river which falls into the North branch, 
are not Jll\ore th1¥J. ;zoo yards apart. Ncar this place and 
<;kose .on 1he ban\,' of tlw South branch is a beautifhl 
sjhing where we refresh:;d otmselves with a good drink 
of llrog; ~md proceeded _on through t~e high. plains. 
Here nothmg grows but pnckly pear;:;, wluch Ul'•il tn abun­
dance, and some short.gras;:;. \Ve went on about thiny 
miles and found the river still extending in a South \Ve8t 
di1:1ection.' We saw a moutltain to the South about ~0 
rlliles off, which ap~ared to run East and West, and 
some spot$ on it resembling snow. In the cvcr~ing we 
went tm~ards ;be river to encamp, whera one of the men 
hali~lg got down to. a smaU point of woodson the bank, 
hefol'!!l the rest of the party, was at:l~cked' by'a . ht~g~ he 
hear, and his,gun missed fire. We were abol'!;t~DO:v-ards 
fiom him, ,but the bank thet;'e was f:>t) steep 1\\'o''Ooufd not 

down fo his assistance:. >ve,Ahowever, fired\at the 'ani­
t,he place wh~te we stood and he went ofl' with­
. he man. Having got down wp all encamp­

Indian lodge for the night. 
5. , Sqme sljght showers of rain fell in 

q:cn'!',.ui~"r and them · ,. cloudy. When prepar-
bear,:; coming up the 

awhile0aJ.1d killed 
. we s'et out along the 

mountain South of us 
~XTvel!ed with .. . last night. . When we 

bouli .· .. we saw li!:'~rge mountain to the 
aloopovered with snotv. ''This mountain ap-

run from North to Soy,th, and !e be verv high. 
, ng of t.he river is sti!I Sotlth ;·west. Captain 

C, .· ~thought th1s a good:~ou~ for us to pmcced on our 
v~, Md we tur_ned back t?wa~s the ?P.l11P ag.ain. 
We Wlfl:i\1)~ ~ut 15 m1les and struck the sma.l.l. river about 
20 mi~cfr<im its mouth. Here 'we. killed some elk and 
del;}r al!!.d encamped all night. There is . a g~:;eat deal of 
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timber in the bottoms of this little river, and plenty of 
different kinds of game. In these bottoms I saw the 
stalks of a plant resembling flax in every particular. 

Thursday 6. We proceeded down the small river 
and killed some deer. About 1 o'clock we went on tho 
plains again, which we kept on till we carne to the point 
in the evening. Captain Lewis and his party had not 
returned. Some light rain fell this afternoon. 

Friday 7. It rained all day: Captain Lewis and party 
did not return. 

Saturday 8. A fine cool morning. About 10 o'clock 
A. M. the water of the South river, or branch, became 
almost of the color of claret, and remained so all day. 
The water .of the other branch has the appearance of 
milk when contrasted with the water of this branch in its 
present state. About four in the aftex:noon Captain 
Lewis and his party came to camp. They had been up 
the North branch about 60 miles, and found it navigable 
that distance; not so full of islands us the other branch 
and a grqJ;tter quantity of timber near it and plentyof 
game, which is not the case on the South lmmeh. It!:! 
bearing something north of west a considerable distance, 
and then to the south of west. The party while out kill­
ed eighteen deer anti some elk. From the app<~ar1mce of 
the river where they left it to return, they suppos(Jd it 
might be naviga,ble a considerable distance furthcr.-
1'hey saw no mOUntal:i;is ahead, but Oll(l off towards the 
north:it was n'Ot covered;~ith sn~w like those wo had 
see:nr.' Both these rivers ~boy.d it1 fish; and we C!tught 
some of different kinds, but pil!St large. About 5 o'dock 
in the afternoon the weather. became doudy and cold, 
and it began to rain. Tl1o O£ficers concludod that the 
South branch was the mo1lft. proper to asceud, whieh they 
think is the Missouri. rrhe other they called Maria's 
river. At dark tho rain ceas(()d. 

Sunday 9. A fine morning. kwas thought advisa" 
blc to leave the large periogue he,re and part o;f the store$: 
and baggage, and some of th'e rnen were engaged in dig~~ 
ging a c~tse to bury them in. Tho .water of the 1Iissout~ 
changed this morning to its former o0lor. The day w~; 
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fine, but the wind blew hard from the northwest. One of 
the men killed an excellent fat buffalo. There is a quan- . 
tity of goose-berry and choak-cherry bushes on the point, 
and also some rabbit berries. 

Monday 10. We hauled our large periogue on an 
island in the mouth of Maria's river and covered it over 
with prush. We then began to examine and asf;lort our 
effects to see what would be the least wanted and most 
proper to leave; but about two it'began to rain and blow 
so hard, we wer.e obliged. to desist. The rain continued · 

:-,. only an hour, and in the evening we loaded the rest of 
the craft, and left the remainder of our stores and bag­
gage to be hurried, consisting of corn, pork, flour, some 
powder and lead, and other articles amounting to about 
one thousand pounds weight. . 

Tuesday 11. A fine day. Captain Lewi~ and four 
men set out t.liis morning to go to the mountains, which 
we had discovered towards the west. The r~ of the 
party were engaged in hurrying the b~age·and goods 
wljl-ic~ had been left, and preparing to start the.lollowmg 
monung. · 

_____ .:, --__ ..,. ------------------------------·-----

CHAPTER IX. 

Wednesday 12. The morning was fine; we set out 
from the mouth of Maria's river, and went on very well. 
In the forenoon we passed twelve islands. At 1 o'clock 
the weather became cloudy and threatened ram; at two .. 
there was a light shower, and the day became clear. We 
passed three islands this afternoon and some handsome 
bluffs on both sides of the river. We went 18 miles and 
encamped in a small bottom on the North side, where we 
killed two elk and some deer. 

Thursday 13. We set out early in a fine morning, 
Some dew fell last night. We passed a large creek on 
the South side, called Snow creek. The water of the 
river is very clear and the current very rapid. We pass-
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ed a nurncber Q>;t" islands covered with timber; but there is 
none to be seen on. the hills on either side. we went 
14 miles ana e':lil}oomped on the South side. 

Friday l4. We embarked early, and the morning 
"'"as.?le~a~.1t: Abo~t 7 o'cl?ck A. M. we. passed a place 
whe:te C,aptam LeWIS and ·ilns men had lulled two bears, 
and 'ka.d Ieft a note directing us where to find them. 
About ~two, one of Captain Lewis' men met us, and 
informed us that the falls were:•about 20 miles above; 
and ~hat Captain Lewis and the other three men, were 
gone dn to examit\e what the distance was above the falls, 

"bE]fore we. could take water again. vVe went ten miles 
.and encam:Qe<il on a small bottom on the South side. 

S~Qrday; 15,.· \V e p!76ceeded on as usual, but had the 
most rapi~, wa~e'r, I ever sa.w any craft taken through. 
At I!!QQlt we stopped at the mouth of a cree)>: on the South 
side,. ca~ted Strawberry creek, a handsome rapid stream, 
but nof 'large. On a point above, there is a great quanti­
ty of Strawbe~ry, gooseberry and choak-eherry bushes; 
and there appears to be a good deal of small cotton-wood 
on the brinks of this creek. In the afternoon we passed 
red bluffs on both sides of the river, and at night came to 
a large rapid which we did not venture to pass so late; 
and therefore encamped below on the North side, after 
going 12 miles. · 

Sunday 16. In th~ morning all hands were engaged 
in taking the cari:6eso,l'~.r the rafhl about a mile in ley:~gth, 
which having aetcom they returned and took up the 

periogue, where we o:l!ied ~o.J?·····xx:a~ine ano .. ther great rapid 
close ahead. One man hoo~.en sent em last night to 
Captain Lewis, to find out what discoveries he had made. 
\V e remained here some time, and a few of the men 
we:at out to hunt. Abou'i noon Captain Lewis and the 
party with him joined us, and the hunters came in. Cap­
tain Lewis had been up to the falls, 15 miles above the 
first shoot or pitch, and fotmd the falls continue all that. 
c&ta.noo, in which the~cw~ five· different shoots, 40 q;r 
50 fee,t perpendicular each, and very rapid water betwe"S:n 
them. As we fouud the Souih side the b~st to catty our 
canoes up, we crossed over and unl~ed our craft. We 
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then had to take the empty canoes to the side we had ·left, 
and to tow them up by a line about a mile, in order to get 
them up to the mouth of a small river on the South side, 
as a more convenient place to take them up the bank. 
This business was attended with great difficulty as well 
as danger, but we succeeded in getting .them all over safe~ 

Mo!;lday 17. Part of the men were employed in 
taking the canoes up the small river about a mile and a 
half; and some engaged in making small wagons to 
haul the canoes and loading above the falls. Captain 
Clarke and four men went out to view and surv;~ our 
road to the place where we were to embark above the 
falls. Opposite the mouth of the small river, a beauti­
ful sulphur spring rises out of the bank, of as strong 
sulphur water as I have ever seen. On the bottoms of 
this small river and alsp on the Missouri is a great qulin· 
tity of fia.x gm"Jing, and at this time in bloQm.: ·Two men 
went out this morning to hunt for elk, ~1 order to get,. 
their skins for covering to the iron frame. of a boat we 
had with us. In the e;teni:hg the men got the eanoes to a 
proper place to take them upon land. · 

Tuesday l&. The periogue was hauled out of the 
wate~,;. and. laid safe; and some men went to dig a plaae 
for depositing more of our baggage. About twelve the 
two huuters came in, and could J:ind no elk, but killed 10 
deer. In the·evening we complete!l our wagons, which 
were made altogether of wood, and of a very ordinary 
quality; but it is expected they will answer the purpose. 
,. .·Wednesday 19. A fine day, but the wind very high. 

' Three hunters S'et out for Medicine River, a large river 
above the falls, which comes in on the north side, to 
hunt for elk. We finished the burying place, so that we 
will be ready to start as soon as Captain Clarke returns. 
All our people are making moccasons to go through the 
prairie. 

Thursday 20. A cloudy morniug: four hunters went 
out to kill some fat buffalo. About 4 o'clock one of them 
came in for men to carry the meat to camp; as they had 
14 down ready to butcher. We went out about a mile 
and a half, and brought in a load, leaving three men to 
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dress th<e rest. Captain Clarke and his party returned, 
having found a tolerable good road exc~pt where some 
dravghts crossed it. They had left the1r blan~ets a~d 
proyision at the place where they expect we will agam 
emtlar~. 

~;,, Frid'~y 21. This morning ":us also fine, but there 
was a JJ;igh wind. The remm;1der of the meat was 
brought in, and one of the men killed two deer. 

Saturdily 22. All hands, except two anc~ :he i~torpre­
ter a.nd his wife, set out through the prame w1th one 
canoe on a wagon loaded heavy with baggage. We 
went on, slowly as our axletrees were weak; and about 
12 o'clock one of them broke; when we had to halt and 
put in a new on:e. This accident happened at u draught 
where the.l"e was some willow, and we put in an axlctree 
of 'that; which I believe is the b\')st this country affords 
for the purpose. It was late in the eveiJ.itlg before we 

, got to the intended place of embarkation on tho river. 
Sunday 23. The morning was cloudy. When I 

awoke this morning I found a material difference between 
the ri••er and country here and below the falls. Here 
the river is wide and the current gentle. There nrc threo 

. small islands at this place and some timber on the bunks, 
but not much, and what is there is cotton-wood and 
willow. The banks are very low, and the oountry rising 
in plains a considerable distance on both sides of tho 
river;"and far off mountains covered with snow on both 
sides and ahead. Two of the men 'and myself' remained 
W:it~ Captain Lewis here to assist him in. putting together 
h1s 1ron boat; the rest we$ back for another load. The 
iron boat-frame is to be covered with skins and requires 
a quantity of thin shaved strips of wood for lining. In 
the forenoon we put the frame together, which is $6 
feet long, 4t wide, and two feet two inches deep. In the 
afternoon Captain Lewis and one of the men went down 
to Medicine River, which is about two miles distant; to 
see whether t~e three men sent there to hunt had procur­
ed any elk slnns. In the evening they found one of the 
hunters, and encamped with him all night. 

Monday 24. In the morning Captain Lewis ca,l"fi@''up 
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to our camp. We found it very difficult to procure stuff 
for the boat. The two men which Captain Lewis had 
left in the morning came to our camp in the afternoon 
but had seen nothing of the other two hunters. In th; 
evening there was a very heavy shower of rain; at night 
the weather cleared up, .and the men arrived with two 
more canoes. The two hunters which Captain Lewis 
could not find, had killed some buffalo below the mouth 
of the Medicine river, where one remained, and the other 
had gone across to the camp below the falls again, but 
had found no elk. 

Tuesday 25. A cloudy morning. The men went 
back for more canoes and baggage; and one went down 
to the hunter's camp below Medicine river to bring him 
up in a canoe. . Another went up the river to look for 
elk. When he had gone about three miles, he was 
attacked by three brown bears, that were near devouring 
him; but he made his escape by running down a steep 
bank into the wat~r. In this adventure he fell, injured 
his gun, and hurt !ilne of his hands; therefore returned to 
camp. One of the men and myself went over to an 
island to look for stuff for the canoe, but could find noth­
ing but bark, which perhaps w-ill answer. We killed two 
elk on the island. There is in the bottoms a great quan· 
tity of spear-mint and currant bushes. Also multitudes 
of blackbirds. The musketoes are very troublesome, 
though the snow is on the mountains so near. In the 
evening the two men came up the river with a quantity of 
good meat and 100 pounds of tallow. 

Wednesday 26. A fine morning. Two hunters went 
up the river, and myself and another went over the river 
to collect bark; where a great gang of buffalo came near 
us, and we killed seven of them. . In the evening the 
men returned over the plains with two more canoes and 
baggage. One man fell v~~y sick. and Captain .L3wis had 
to bleed him with a penkmfe, havmg no other mstrument 
at this camp. Captain Clarke m:asured the ~ength of 
this portage accurately and found lt to be 18 miles. l~e 
also measured the heighth of the falls, and found them m 
a distance of 17 miles, 362 feet nine inches. The tirst 

7 
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great pitch 98 feet, the second 19 feet, the third 47 feet 
eight inches, the fourth 26 feet, and a number of small 
pitches, amounting altogether to 362 feet nine inches. 

Thursday 27. A fine day. The men went back for 
the remaining canoe and baggage. The sick man has 
become better. This morning some elk came close to 
camp a~1d we killed two of them. In the afternoon a 
dreadful hail storm came on, which lasted half an hour. 
Some of the lumps of ice that fell weighed three ounces, 
and measured seven inches in circumference. The 
ground was covered with them, as white as snow, . It 
kept cloudy during the evening and some rain fell. At 
night the two hunters that went up the river returned. 
They had killed while out nine elk and three bears. 

F~iday 28. A fine morning. There are but six per· 
sons now at this camp, but all busy about the boat; some 
shaving skins, some sewing them together, and some pre­
paring the wood part. 

The following,' as related by a traveller, is a striking, but melan~ 
choly 'pi:cture of cruelty towards the brute creation, mingling itself 
in what are called national sports. In perusing accounts such as 
these, we cannot but rl!liect with satisfaction, that, i:n th-is country, 
all public exhibitions 'in which the inferior animals are made to 
bleed for the mere amUI!ement of man, may liE! said to be entirely 
abandoned, as unmanly and unbecoming a Christian people. 

"We again repaired to the palace at an early hour; the Rajah was 
ready to receive us, and after a slight refreshment, we took our sta­
tion in the gallery to witness the second-day's sports. We. were 
prepare'd for an unusual sight. A lion was to be turned into the 
arena with an African buffalo, purchased by his Highness some 
months before, and which still remained uncommonly wild and 
fierce. 

We had not long taken our station in the gallery, before the 
buffalo was driven from its stall. The moment it entered the 
enciosure it began to bellow and plunge violently, throwing the dirt 
from its heels into the air at least a dozen feet high. It was a 
bony animal, as large as a Durham ox, though not, perhaps, quite 
so tall, its legs being short in proportion t~ its size. It had an ~­
mense head, with long horns, that curled like those of a ram, whilst 
its large projecting eye and dilated nostril gave it an expression of 
extreme fierceness. There was scarcely any hair upon its body, 
except on the neck and tail: at the extremity of the latter appeared 
a large .tuft, very thick and coarse. It was altogether a very noble 
creature, full of strength and fury. 

After 11. few momenta the bars of the lion's cage were raised, ~ 
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Saturday 29. We had a very hard gust of wind and 
rain in the morning; but a fine forenoon after it. Cap­
tain Lewis and a hunter went down the river about seven 
miles, to see a very large spring which rises out of the 
hank of the Missouri on the south side. In the after­
noon there was another heavy shower of rain, and after 
it a fine evening. Captain Lewis came to eamp, but 
drenehed with rain. 

Sunday 30. A fine morning, and heavy dew, which is 
very rare in this country. The men with the canoe and 
baggage did not return, as we expected. 

Monday, July 1, 1805. A fine day. In the after­
noon, Captain Clarke and the men eame with all the 
baggage except some they had left six miles back. The 
hail that fell on the 27th hurt some of tho men very badly. 
Captain Clarke, the interpreter, and the squaw and child, 
had gone to see the spring at tho falls; and when tho 
storm begun, they took she! tor under a hank at tho mouth 
of a run; but in five minutes there was seven i(lot water 

the kingly animal hounded forward. It waR OM of th11 fineMt I !mel 
CV'er seen. A Hindoo sage haH Ht1id that. "tho el11phant, the lion, and 
the wis() man, seek their safety in flight; hut the crow, tho dt~<lr, 
'and the coward, die in their nest." In tho pn1s1mt in~taUC(,, how­
ilVer, tho lion was fully vindicated from tht' obloquy of Hut:h vul­
gar wi~rlom, as: will be presently Hecn. 

It stalked majestically forward, hut, ~or.ing the hufl1tlo, droppt'd 
ttpon its,helly, swept the ground with ita tail, and then uttt,riug a 
short growl, made two or three leapH, and sprang upon its ngversa­
ry's neck wi~out f1nther prtllirxil!mries. 'rhtl sudden shock brought 
the buffalo ll:P!)'# its lmees; hl.)i~: immediately rtiCOVI.!ring, the latl!'r 
tbr<*W back .lmhead with \l;Viorence that disloged tho lion, ca~ting it 
with prodigious force' t1g11inst the strong wooden palings of the 
enclosure, at the same time striklnrr one ·of its horns into Hw flank 
of its >msailant and opening a lildeoua gMh. '.!'he lil•u waa for a 
morQ,cnt. stunned; nevo~,theless, b&,f\l're it~ cMmy had tinw to talto 
advantage of its COitdition, it Wa~ QUits lllgs, and had ngni ll sprung 
upon the buflhlo's MTlk:, wl,ieh tt·;"l,li,eeratcd dl'eadfu!ly. · 'I'lwro Willi' 
l'IOW a deadly struggle; but J:!;;e latter, repenting tho Hamo action 
Wll!eb had b,;fom diRengag:~l.:~t fr<ltli the gripe Of its taWily f<.W, 
tli!!l:'e"W the liou against tbe valing$ with sttll gr(latli\r violence than 
hefcre, and there gored it with 1m animation that soon entirely 
di!llllb!ed the Mole beast from renewing the cont11st. 'l'he hufiillo 
was by this time so exhausted that it fell by the side of its prostratf) 
enemy. After some oxertion tb~ keepers got it'}lpen its l11g~ and 
led it from '\\he SQ\lne of eornllat. '.!'he lion was v'Ath diffierthy drag· 
goo into its e11ge, but il;l a few days appeared little the worse.'' 
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in the run; and they were very near being swept away. 
They lost a gun, and umbrella and a Surveyor's com­
pass, and barely escaped with their lives. 

Tuesday 2. A fine morning. The Surveyor's com­
pass which had been lost was found to day. The men 
went out for the baggage which had been left on the way, 
and got in with the whole of it, and canoes safe. 

In the eve.t;~ing, the most of the corps crossed over to an 
island, to attack and rout its monarch, a large brown bear, 
that held possession and seemed to defy all that would 
attempt to besiege him there.· Our troops, however, 
stormed the place, gave no quarter, and its commander 
fell. Our army returned the same evening to camp with· 
out having suffered any loss on their side. 

Wednesday 3. A fine morning. I was so engaged 
with the boat, that I had not visited the falls. I therefore 
set out with one of the men to-day for that purpose. I 
found the 2nd pitch the most . beautiful, though not the 

Jaighest. About a mile below the upper pitch, the l~gest 
and most beautiful spring rises dut of the bal!k · of the 
Missouri on the south side'that I ever beheld. We had 
a light shower of rain. During this excursion I saw 
more buffalo than I had seen any day previous: we killed 
seven of them before we returned to camp. We also 
saw 25 wolves in one gang or pack. 

Thursday 4. A fine day. A part of the men were 
busily engaged at the boat, and others in dressing skins 
for clothing, until about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when 
we drank the last of our spirits in celebrating the day, 
and amused ourselves with dancing till 9 o'clock at night, 
when a shower of rain fell and vrp retired to rest. 

Friday 5. A fine morning. All the men, except five 
of us who where engliged at the boat, went to hunt; at 
!Jlight they came in and had killed several buffalo and 
. some cabres or antelopes. . · 

Saturday 6. As many of the hands as could fir:d 
room to work were engaged at the boat; and four went 
down the river to hunt buffalo, in order to get their skins 
to cover our craft. This was a. beautiful and pleasant 
day. 
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Sunday 7. · The morning w~ fine. The hunters had 
remained out all night. In the ~vening some few drops 
of rain fell; and the hunters Cl!llne in; but had not had 
good .lucie, the buffalo being .mostly outl in th~ plains •. 
At rught we got our boat fin1sheec, all but gre1113mg; aad' 
shew~ laid out to dry. 

Monday 8. Again we had a fine ~orning, and anum­
ber of the party went out to hunt. In the evening they 
all came in, an~ had killed but three buffalo, a deer and a 
cabre; and caught a small animal almost like a cat, of a 
light color. Yesterday one of the men <6augh't a small 
squirrel, like a ground squi~l, but of a. more dun color, 
and more spotted. We fiilished the ~oat this evening, 
having ~vere4 her w\h tallow and coal-dust.·, We cal­
led her the Experimeat, and ex~t ~he will answer our 

~ay 9.' .A fine morning, and heavy dew. In the 
forenoon \ll'e loaded our canoes, and put the Experiment 
iD&o .~ Wa.ter. Slle rides 'very tight but leaks some. In 
die ~oon a Storm sf wind, with some rain came on 

'IIi' 6lm.t ~ north west, and we had again to unload some of 
.op,r~oes, the waves ran so high. After the :storm we 

liPe evening.. The tallow and coal were found not 
' lobe pyrpose; f9r as soon as dry, h cracked and 

~ ~ ;mchliewate through the skins. 'Fhere-
.. f«'e f«want of~ 'we had, after all our labor, 
' • bmll ~leave it at this place. 
'l!li'W t'morning. Captain Lewis 
'&I'Ml it would be best 110 make two 
~ if \ll'e . ti'mber large enough. · So 
C,Wn Cla.rke ad .10 Jlleill. ~~. oot in search of it.. Some 
or. the ~unters ha,~ ~ timber' about~ miles 
. 6e nver, the~ .. ~ 900.. l~ed, ani! a ~arty 

lty lan.d; the ~-way bemg only BlX or 
miles. Iftim · '· , 'tDetanoesare to unloali 

for the · "the ~e. CapJ;ain 
and i'lille · _,. ~'to 'tal!etl:le boat asun-

0~-l;.I!!Nher; ami~... her safely~nder ~· 
Wan~ct~~-gave 4!1-0 

Jt.'IM* IDtbe ~-l:~.-,110 see if 
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ther3 wer3 an~ buf[tl? n3ar, but found non3: they appear 
to have all left the r1ver. On the bank of a run where 
there are high rocks, I found a great quantity of sweet 
gooseberries, all ripe. 

Thursday 11. We continued here waitinO" for the 
nturn of th3 canoes until 2 o'clock; then fJur ~f us w0m 
out and killed a buff.tlo and brought in part of the m2at. 
The canoes did not come back this evening. 

Friday 12. A fino morning. Myself and thr.;e of 
the men went up tk; river to assist Captain Clarke's par­
ty. In our way we passed a small bottom on the north 
side of the river, in which there is an old Indian lodge 
216 feet in circumference. Here we saw some wild 
pigeons and turtle doves. Having gone about s~wen 
miles we found Captain Clarke's party, who had cut down 
two trees and taken off logs for canoes, one 25 and the 
other 30 feet in length. The canoes had returned to our 
0ld camp, where Captain Lewis was. 

Saturday 13. A fine day, but high wind. Captain 
Lewis came up here, accompan,ied by the squ·~· lk 
informed us that the canoes had srarted with all t~e bag­
gage from the former encampment, which we had called 
White·bear camp. The musk:::toes are very troubl~ 
some. This evening the canoes were finished except the 
putting in some knees. 

Sunday 14. A fine morning. About 11 o'clock the 
men came up with the canoes and baggage. The dis­
tance by water was found to be 22 miles, and by land 
only six miles. In the afternoon some rain fell but we 
continued to work at the canoes, and finished them ready 
for loading. 

CHAPTER X. 

Monday 15. After a, night of heavy rain, we had a 
pleasant mornin"', and loaded the canoes. About 11 
o'clock we set o~t from this place, which we had called 
Canoe camp; had fine still w~ter, and pass.ed some hand­
some small bottoms on both s1des of the nver. \V e also 
passed a handsome river on the south side, about 100 
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yru:ds wide, which seemed to have its source .in a large 
mountain on the same side. The snow appears to have 
melted from all the mountains in view. The country 
around is composed of dry plains, with short grass. vVe 
passed ·two small creeks, one on each side of the river; 
made 26 miles, and encamped on theN orth side. 

Tuesday 16. We embarked early and had a fine 
morning. Captain Lewis and two men went on ahead 
to the mountain to take an observation. We passed the 
channel of a river on tho south side without water, about 
60 yards wide. vVe had fine water until about 1 o'clock, 
when we came within about two miles of the mountain; 
when the water became more rapid; but the current not 
so swift as below the falls. At this place there are a 
number of small isfands. One of our men has been 

' taken unWi!lll. In the afternoon we continued our voyage, 
and the water continued very rapid. \V e got about three 
miles into the first range of the Rocky Mountains, and 
encam.eed on the north side of the river on a sand beach. 
The~ some fine .. timber on the mountains, but not 
~ch 'in this part. There are great hills of solid rock 
'b:f a dark oplor. This day we went about .20 miles. 
\ '\.Vedne>..sday 17. We set out early, "and the morning 
~fine :and pleasant. At 8 o'clock we came to Captain 
LeWi:s's camp, at a very rapid place of the river, and 
tookj breakfast. Vv e had here to join the crews of two 
canoes together, to go up the rapids which were about 
half a mile 1oag. The Missouri at this ~ace is very 
narrow. At 'the hood o~Jhese rapids a fine spring co~nes 
in on the south · whieh~F!es .about a quarter of a mile 
fmm the river; . .. as a good deal of small cotton-wood 
aiJ.d willows on its b~. There is also -!00-other spring 
oolCI\1\" the rapids, but .~t sinks befor~ it reaches th'e river. 
We proceeded on tl6ugh the mountains, a very desert 
~g part of the -eountry. Some. of 1he knobs or 

· f these mountains are 700 (perhaps some nearly 
high, all rock; and ;houg~ they are almost per­

, we saw mountain she.ep on the very ~~sc~of 
them. . We saw few other anim;:lls to day. The geimral 
b~h of the river is 100 yards. We .went .. 11 :r:riiles 
and encamped m~ small bottom on the Noi:'dl side~ 
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Thursday 18. The morning was fair and we proo.OOd­
ded on early; passed Clear-water river on the north side 
about 50 yards wide, rapid and shallow. There are a 
great quantity of currants all along the river on both sides 
in the small bottoms. At breakfast time Captain Clarke 
with three men went ·on ahead. About eleven we got 
through the higher part of the mountains, and to where 
there is less timber and the rocks not so large. In the 
forenoon we passed two small creeks on the north side, 
and in the afternoon a small river on the same side; above 
the mouth of which we got a deer skin, that Captain 
Clarke's man had hung up. Tho coumry continues 
much the same. \IV e made 20 miles this day. 

Friday 19. A fine morning. At nine we came to 
high parts of the mountains, which had a good deal of 
pine, spruce and cedar on them, and where there were not 
so many rocks; but no timber in the bottoms except some 
small willows. About 1. o'clock we, had thunder, light­
ning and ruin, which continued anli~tir or two,a:i:td then 
the weather became clear. Tbis afternoon we .passed 
parts of the mountains, that were very•high, and mostly 
of solid rock of a light color. The moufictains are so 
close on the river on both sides that we. could scarcely find 
room to encamp. vVe >vent 20 miles and encamped on 
the South side. After night some rain fell. 

Saturday 20. vVe had a fine morning, and emlJarked 
early. About eight we got out of the high part of the 
mountains, and came to where they are lo;ver and not so 
rocky; and whore there are the finest currants I ever saw 
of different kinds, red, yellow and black; the black are 
the most palatable. There is also a good portion of tim­
ber on the mountains all along this part. \Ve killed an 
elk in i:>Yr way, and found the skin of one which Captain 
Clarke had left on the bank with a note, informing us he 
would pass the mountain he was then on, and wait for the 
canoes. \V e passed a small creek on the south side, and 
about two o'clock came to a level plain on the north side, 
from which we saw a strong smoke rising, and supposed 
it was from a fire made by Captain Clarke. The river is 
very crooked in general, and here is a great bend to the 
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southeast; and in the afternoon it turned so far that our 
C()urse was ~orth of east. We proceeded on through a 
valley,_ betw~n two mountains, one of which we passed, 
and the other is in view ahead. We went 15 miles and 
e~mped at the mouth of a small run on the South side. 

Sunday 21. \Ve_set out at sun rise and had a pleasant 
morning; passed some middling high hills on the river, 
and rocks of a red purple color; also two small creeks, 
one on each side. There are a few pines on the hills. 
At noon our course began to change more to the south­
west again; the .wind blew very hard and some drops of 
rain fell. In the afternoon we passed through a ridge, 
where the river is very narrow; and close above a large 
cluster of small islands, where we had some difficulty to 
get along, the water being so much separated. \Ve went 
15 miles and a half, and encamped on the south side, on 
a beautiful prairie bottom. One of our hunters killed a 
fine deer. 

Monday 22. We einbarked early, the weather being 
pleasant; passed some fine springs on the southern shore, 
and a large island near the no~ern. On Jhe south side 
the country is level to a good distance, but on the north 
the hills come c!Oil#) to the river. At breakfast our squaw 
informed us she had been at this place before when small. 
Here we got a quantity of wild onions. At half past 
nine, we proceeded on again; passel!'· a large island at 
noon; and in the afternoon, more j.slands: and came to a 
place wh~re Capl&in Clarke and his party were encamp­
ed. They~ us the)' l;tad seen the same smoke, which 

· we had discov a fe~ dla.y;s 111g0, and found it had been 
mM.e by thtl' -w\o they supposed had seen some 
of us, and b . , taking us for enemies. \V e went 17 
miles and a baH' ~~·encamped on an islaad; W:here_we 
found the musketotllli' very bad. We sa,w to day sev~ral 
~s of snow on a ti:toontain west of us. ' 

Tuesday 23. A cloudy morning. We embarked early, 
a:ad at the same time Captain 8ar\!e and four men went 
oo . .apin to endeavor to ~t with. solme of th~ves. 
We, b.d rapid water, and passed a grate num'ber of 
islads. CapUlin Clarke and his men killed four deer 

" 
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and a cabre, and left the skins· and meat on the shore 
where we could easily find them. The course of th~ 
river all day '~as ne.arly from the sout~, through a valley 
of 10 or 12 mrles wrde. The mountams are not so hicrh 
nor so rocky, as those we passed. Large timber is :ot 
plenty, but there are a great quantity of small shrubs and 
willows. \Ve passed a small river on the south side, and 
some banks of very white clay. \Ve encamped on an 
island, having made 24 miles. 

Wednesday 24. The morning was fine, and we early 
prosecuted our voyage; pa"scd a bm1k of very red earth, 
which our squaw told us the natives use for paint. Deer 
are plenty among the bushes, and one of our men killed 
one on the bank. IV c continued through the valley all 
day; went 19 miles and encamped on the North side. 

Thursday 25. We embarked and passed on at the 
usual tims, in a fine moming; we passed a beautiful 
plain on the north side, and at 2 o'clock we came to the 
entrance of another chain of mountains; where we took 
dinner and again went o~. Passing through this chain we 
found some difficult rapids, but good water bet,veen them. 
This chain of mountains are not so high, nor so rocky 
as those passed before. Six very fine springs rise on the 
southern shore, about four miles above the entmnce of 
this range. \V e went 16 miles and encamped on rhe 
North side. 

Friday 26. The morning was fine and wo continued 
our course through the mountains. There are some 
cedar and spruce trees on the shores, but very little of any 
kind on the mountains. About 11 o'clock we got through 
this range into a valley: about two cams to a large 
isla1id and halted on it for dinner. A rattle-snake came 
~mong our canoes in the water, of a kind different f:om 
any I had seen. It was about two feet long, of a hght 
color, with small spots all over. One of our hunters 
went on ahead in the morning, and at this place killed 
four deer. While we remained here it became cloudy 
and some rain fell. At 4 o'clock we praceedcd on 
through the valley; passed a creek on the south side, and 
having made 18 miles and a ~alf, enc~mped ol:! the 
same side, where a small mountam comes mto the nver. _ 
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Saturday 27. We continued our· voyage early, and 
had a pleas,!!l),t morning; pr~ceeded on, and at 9 o'clock 
got through i'll91 small mountain. At the entrance of the 
valley, a branch of the Missouri comes in on the south 
side about 60 yards wide; the current rapid but not very 
deep. Here we took breakfast, and havmg proceeded on 
a mile, came to another branch of the same size. There 
is very little. difference in the size of the three branches. 
On the bank of the 1wrth branch we found a note Captain 
Clarke had left informing us, he was ahead and had gone 
up that branch. vVe went on to the point, and, as the 
men were much fatigued, encamped in order to rest a day 
or two. After we halted here, it began to rain and con­
tinued three hours. About 12 o'clock Captain Clarke 
and his men came to our encampment, and told us they 
had been up both branches a considerable distance, but 
could discover none of the natives. There is a beautiful 
valley at these forks; !llld a good deal of timber on the 
branches, chiefly cotton-wood. Also currants, goose and 
service be1Ties, and choak-cherries on the banks. The 
deer are plenty too; some of the men went out and killed 
several to-day. Captain Clarke was very unwell and 
had been so all last night. In the evening the weather 
became clear and we had a fine night. 

Sunday 23. As this was a fine day, the men were 
employed in airing the baggage, dressing skins and hunt­
ing. Ca.n Clarke still continued unwell. Our squaw 
informed us, that it was at this place she had been taken 

\prisoner by the GrossventersJour or five .years ago. From 
this va1ley we can discover a large mountain with snow 
on it, towards the southwest; and expect to pass by the 
northwest end of 1t. Capta.im Lewis had a meridian alti­
tude hero, which gave 45° 22. 34. 5. north hititude. We 

'·also remained here the 29th, which was a fine day, and 
the men chiefly employed in the same way. Captain 
Ciark:e is getting better. · ,. 

· Tuesday 30. We left our encampment at the forks, 
and proceeded on about 7 o'clock A. :l\1· up the North 
branch. This branch is about 60 yards'\\l'ide and six .feet 
deep, with a rapid current. We passed a: number of 
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islands. The valley continued on the South side all this 
day; but the spur of a mountain, about five or aix miles 
f~om th.e forks came in close on the North side with very 
h1gh chffs of rocks. We encamped where it terminated 
having made 13 miles and an half. ' 

·wednesday 31. We set out early, and had a fine 
cool morning with dew. Last night Captain Lewis went 
on ahead, and the canoes being unable to get on, to him, 
he was obliged to encamp out alone in this howling 
wilderness. \V e passed a small creek this momino- on 
the South side, which empties into the river, through0two 
or three mouths, on account of its being much dammed 
up by the beaver, which are very plenty, At breakfast 
time we came up to Captain Lewis; and having made 17 
miles and three quarters, encamped on an island. 

Thursday, August 1, 1805. , We set out early in a 
fine morning and prgceeded on till breakfast time; when 
Captain Lewis, myself and the wo interpreters went on 
ahead to look for some of the Snake Indians. Our 
course laf~~ross a large mountain on the North side, 
over which- had a very; fatiguing trip of about ll miles. 
We thEfn came to the river again, and foond it ran through 
a handsome val!ey,of from six to eight miles wide. At 
the entrance of this valley, which is covered with small 
bushes, but has very little timber, we killed two elk and 
left the meat for the canoes to take up, as the men stood 
much in need of it, having no fresh provisions on hand. 
We crossed a small creek on the North shore, and en­
camped on the same side. 

Friday 2. The morning was fine and we went on at 
sunrise, proceeded four or five miles and crossed the river. 
In the middle of the day it was very warm in the valley, 
and at nigh't very cold; so much so that two blankets 
were scarce a. sufficient covering. On each side of the 
valley there is a high range of mountains, whieh run 
nearly parallel, with some spots o~ snow on their t?ps. 
We killed a deer; went about 24 n1llcs and encampca on 
the South side. 

Saturday 3. A fine cool morning. \Ve left a note 
for Captain Clarke, continued our route along tht valley; 
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and passed several fine springs that issue from the moun­
tains. Currants and service berries are in abundance 
alonO" this valley, and we regaled ourselves with some of 
:the best I had ever seen. vVe went about 22 miles and 
encamped. The night was disagreeably cold . 
. Sunday 4. At sunrise we continued our march, in a 

fine morning; went about six miles when we came to a 
fork of the river; crossed the South branch and from a 
high knob discovered,that the river had forked below us, 
as·we could see the timber on the North branch about six 
or seven miles from the South and \Vest branches. \V e 
therefore crossed to the North .branch, and finding it not 
navigable for our canoes, went down to the contiuonce 
and left ·a note for Captain Clarke directing him to take 
the left hand branch. We then went up the N ot'th branch 
about ten miles and encamped on it. 

Monday 5. This morning Captain Lewis thought it 
would be bzst for me and one of the interpreters to go 
over to the \Vest branch, and remain there, until he and 
the other should go higher up the North, cross over in 
search of Indians and then go down and join us. At 
night they came to our' camp, but had not soon any of 
the natives, nor any fresh signs. 

Tuesday 6. \:V e started early to go down to the point 
to see if the canoes had come up that far, and came upon 
the North branch about two miles above it. Here we 
discovered that the people in the canoes had not found 
the note, and .with great difficulty, had proceeded five or 
six miles up the North branch. In their return down, 
one of the canoes was overturned; a knapsack, shot-pouch 
and powder-horn lost, and all the rest of the loading wet. 
We got down to the forks about,12 o'clock, put all our 
baggage out to dry, ana'encamped for the night. Some 
hunters went out and killed thr~,,deer. 

w oones.day 7. we remail}.ed here during the fore­
~n, which was fair and clear, and: where Captain Lewis 
took a~ altimde, which made the latitude of this 
piaee ~~~ 2 53 North. At 3 o'I!Mock in the afternoon, 

, w~~ ready to continue our voyage. In the evening 
a ·:Aeevy clol:ld caine up, and we had hard thunder with 
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lightning uncl rain. 'V c went on seven miles and en-
camped on tho J'l:Ji>r side, when tlw weather cleared. 
and wa had a fin~ Tho canoes came 62 mile~ 
and thrJe quarters Vl wero out. 

Thursday 8. \W' erl on ear!y and had a plea-
sant mormng. ~he \Vest branch wluch. we went up is 
about 30 yarLls wrde, and tho South, winch we puss8d. 
ahout 15 yard.;;. Throe hunters w2nt by land to-day; 
and at nooa haLl killed two deE·r and a e:oat or cabre. 
Tho r·in~r i> verv cruokod in this vallev. ~The hunters 
again went out ir( th:J afternoon and kill,;d two more deer. 
There are no bufitlo in this part of the countrr. and 
oth<cr game is not plenty. 'Vo went this day 19 n-'iiies. 

\Ve found out the reason why Captain Clarke did not 
ge)t th') note left at the point, which was, that a b;'un•r 
hac! cut dilwn and dragged oJT the polo, on which I had 
fixed it. ·· 

Friday 9. 'V c set ont at sunrise, and ha1l a fine morn­
ing '1\'\(th s9.l¥Ze rbw; proct;sdml on till 9 o'clock when we 
11l'tlled for lf;reakf:'l~t. Here one of the hunters came to 
us \vho had been out since the morning the canoes went 
up the .North branch by mi.st;dw, and who hail that morn­
ing yr::coJc:d thmn by 1and. H,;rJ also Captain Lewis 
antr'·'thne tn•3n started tog:) on ahead; and at ten we 
proc:::c!lbd on with the canoes. The ri>er is narmw and 
verv crook:;~}. and th8 valley continu::s about tho same 
.bre.;ldrh. Tl;:;r3 is some tit;1bcr o:1 th<e mountain on the 
South" side, and \Vhito earth or rock5 appearing through 
th:; pin:J'l. At noon w;; halted for dirm:::r, and hauled out 
one of tho eano~s, which had sprang a lc~k and cmrlk,•d 
her. 

This morning our commanding oil1cer3 thought proper 
that the Missouri should lose its name at the confluence 
of the thr.3e branches we had left on the 30th uhimo. 
The Nonh branch, which we went up, they called JEF­
FERSON; tho \Vest or middle branch, MADISON; the South 
branch, about two miles up which a beautiful spring 
comes in, GALLATIN! and a Rmall river abore the forks 
they called PHILOSOPHY. Of the .:hree branches we ha~ 
just left, they called the North, Wtsdom, the South, Pln· 
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lanthrophy, and the West or middle fork, which we con­
tinued our voyage along, retained the IJ,jlme of JEFFERSON. 
We went 14 miles and enc o11 the South side. 
Our two hunters killed but o 

-------- ~- -- __ .,:.-- ---------------- ---------------

CHAPTER XI. 

Saturday 10. \Ve set out eat:ly in a fine morning, and 
proceeded on through the valley, until breakfast time, 
when we came to a place where the river passes through 
a mountain. This narrow passage is not more than a 
quarter of a mile in length. At the upper end another 
vallev commences, but not so wide as the one below. 
Thef'e is no timber in the lower end of this valley; and 
the river very crooked, nan-ow, and in some places so 
shallow, that we were obliged to get into the water and 
drag the. canoes along. At 1 o'clock we halted to dine, 
when a shower of rnin came on with thunder and light­
ning, and continued an hour, during which some hail fell. 
Two hunters were' out to-day and killed but one deer. 
\Ve came 13~'~i!es and encamped on the North side. 
Here the valley,P:e~ns to be more extensive. · 

Sunday 11. "this morning was cloudy and we did 
not set out until after breakfast. Three hunters were 
sent out and we proceeded on about three miles, when we 
came to a I'at:ge island, which is 3000 miles from the river 
Du Bois at the mouth of the Missouri. \V e therefore 
called it 3000 mile Island. We took up the South side 
of it, and had difficu:ty in Jlssing, thewate: being shallow. 
About two, some ram fell.< Our hunters ktlled three deer 
and a goat. ·we went 14 miles and encamped on the 
North side. 

Monday 12. \Ve I:lToceeded en at tlre usual time, and 
three hunters were again sent out. A few drops of rain 
f:eU t&-day. Our hunters killed four deer; and after 
m~g a miles we encamped on the North side. 

Tu,esday 13. A cloudy morning. We set out early, 
through rapid water; the river being creoked and narrow, 
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and passed a small creek on the South side. The weather 
was cold during the whole of this day. We went 16 
miles and encamped in a beautiful plain on the South 
~de. _ _ ~ 

Wednesday 14. The morning was clear and cold. 
We embarked after breakfast; passed a small creek on 
the North side and a beautiful valley _on the same side. 
Timber is very scarce, and only some few scattering 
trees along the river. Our hunters came in at noon, who 
had been out all day yesterday: they had killed five deer 
and a goat. There are a few deer and goats in this part 
of the country; and otter and beaver in plenty along the 
river, but no other kind of game that we could discover. 
There' are some fish in the river and trout of a large size, 
and of the black kind. We went 15 miles and encamped 
on the South side where we had great difficulty in pr~ 
curing a sufficient quantity of wood tq cook with. . 

Thursday 15. We had a fine morning and ~ : 
on about 8 o'clock. Having gone two mil~ we came 
to the entrance of a mountaifl, w~ere Captain Lewis aDd· 
his party on the second day after their departure ltad 
taken dinner; and had left fonr deer skins. At the en- · 
trance of the mounJ&li: there are two higa pillars of 
rocks, resembling towers on each side of the river. The 
mountains are not very high and do not approach so 
near the river as some we hav~ passed; they ara about 
a quarter of a mile distant, an4 the rive~ meanders along 
between them through the bushes and ts not~ra> tl\"_" 
20 yards wide, and about a foot and a half deep., -·l),.a: 
water is very cold, and severe and disagreeable to ;ilie 
men, who are frequently obliged to wade and drag tba 
canoes. We went 15 miles and encamped on the &uth 
side. 

Friday 16. We did not set out till after bre~'Kfast, and 
while here one of the men went out and k11led a fine 
buck. We proceeded through rapid water; the river is 
very narrow, crooked and shallow. This morning we 
passed a place where the hills come close ~o the river for 
a: short distance, and then open on each s1d_e of a. sm_all 
valley, which, on account of the great quantity of serviCe 

8 



!14 JOURNAL OF LEWIS AND CLARKE 

berries in it, we called S2rvice-berry valley. W c passed 
over a rapid of about a quarter of a mile, and encamped 
on the South side, having come 15 miles. 

Saturday 17. A tine morning. We proceeded on 
about tvro miles, and discovered a number of the natives, 
of the Snake nation, coming along the bank on the South 
side. Captain L3wis had been as fur as the wate:s of the 
Columbia river and met them th2re. We contmued on 
abottt two miles further to a place where the river forks, 
and there halted and encamped, after much fatigue and 
difficulty. The water is so shallow that we had to drag 
the canoes, one at a time, almost all the way. The dis­
tance across from this place to th:> waters of the Colurn· 
bia river is about 40 miles, and the road or way said to be 
good. Them W<ElrJ about 20 of the natives came over 
with Captain L:lwis, and hat! the same number of horses. 
Hero w2 unloaded t!w C'anoes, and had a talk with the 
Indians; and agracd with them that they should lend us 
some of their horses to carry our baggage to the Colum-
bia river. · 

Sunday 1 G. A finll morning. \lire bought three hor· 
ses of the Indians. Captain Clarke and 11 more, with 
our intcrpr0ter and his w&!, and all the Indians set out 
at 11 q'clock to go over to th3 Columbia. The Indians 
went ibx hor;ns to carry our baggage, and we r.o search 
f~rtimbcr to make canoes for descdnding the Coluwbia. 
We proceedc1d up ihe north branch which is the largest 
and longest branch of Jeifer::;on river, through a hand­
some valley· about five miles wide. In this we found a 
:eumb.::!r of.sp:ring,> and small branches, but no timber. 
Thera is pleuty of grass aml clover, and also some flax 
alt along it. Thc Indians all except five went on ahead. 
-We traveled 15 miles and encamped close on the branch 
which is about fiva yar:Js wide. Here we killed two small 
lioor. The country aH around is very mountainous, with 
~ pine trees on the mountains. At 3 o'clock 
·~ . thera wa11 a violent gust of wind, and 
~ rMil fd!. In about an hour the weather became 
ell~-·.~ very cold, and continued cold all night. 

···. · ~ ltt~ .A ime morning, but ~l~ We proc~eded 
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o~ at 3 o'clock along the valley for six miles, when the 
hills came more close on the branch, which here divides 
into three parts or other small branches, and two miles 
further the principal branch again forks, where the moun­
tains commence with a thick grove of small pines on our 
l~ft, and large rocks on our right. At 1 o'clock we 
dmed at the head spring of the .Missouri and Jefferson 
Rivers, about Z5 miles from the place, where we had left 
the canoes, and from which the course is nearly west. 
About five miles South of us we saw snow on the top o!' 
a mountain, and in the morning there was a severe white 
frost: but the sun shines very warm where we now are. 
At 3 o'clock, we proceeded on, and at the foot of the 
dividing ridge, we met two Indians coming to meet us, 
and who appeared very glad to sec us. The people of 
this nation instead of shakmg hands as a token of friend­
ship, put their arms round the neck of the person 
salute. It is not more than a mile from the head 
of the Missouri to the head of the branches of the 
bia. \V e proceeded on through the mountain; pa..'l'OC'cd 
some fine springs, and encamped about S6 miles from 
our camp, where the canoes are. Here we were rnet by 
a number of the natives. 

Tuesday 20. A fine cool frosty morning. \V c set 
out early and traveled about four mi!t•s, to a village uf 
the Indians on the bank of a branch of the Columbit~ 
river, about ten yards wide and very rapid. At this place 
there are about 25\odg~s made of willow bushc:s. They 
are the poorest and most mis':rab1e nation I ever' beheld; 
having scarcely any thing to subsist on, except b0rric~ 
and a few fish, which they contrive b~' some means, to 
take. They have a great many fine hor$es, and nothing 
more; and on account of these they are much harasst,d 
by other nati~ns. They move al.Jou~ in any dir{:ction 
where the berrtes are most plenty. \\ e had a long w.l!;: 
with them, and they gave us very unfavorable accounts 
with res:rrect to the rivers. From which we understood 
that they were not navigable down, and expe.ct to perform 
the route by land. Here we procured a gmdc, and left 
our interpreters to go on with the natm~s, and assist Capt. 
Lewis and his party to bring on the baggage. 
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Captain Clarke and our party proceeded down the river 
with our guide, through a valley about four miles wide, 
of a rich soil, but almost without timber. There are 
high m0untains on both sides, with some pine trees on 
them. We went about eight miles and encamped by a 
fine spring. One of our men remained behind at the 
village to buy a horse, and did not join us this evening. 
Five of the Indians came and stayed with us during the 
night. They told us that they were sometimes reduced 
to such want, as to be obliged to eat their horses. 

vV cdnesday 21. About 7 o'clock in the morning we 
continued our journey down the valley, and came to a 
few lodges of Indians where our guide lives. Were­
mained here about tWo hours, during which time anum­
ber of Indians passed us, going to fish. We proceeded on 

. the way the Indians had gone; and one of our men went 
with them to the fishing place. The valley becomes very 
narrow here, and a large branch of the river comes in u 
short distance below. Here we had to ascend high 
ground, the bottom is so narrow; and continued on the 
high ground about six miles when we came again to the 
river, where a fine branch flows in, the valley is four or 
five miles wide. In this branch we shot a salmon about 

· si.x: ~ounds weight. We traveled 20 miles this day, and 
encamped at a place where the mountains come close to 
the river. In the vujlcy. through which we passed and 
all along the river, there arc cherries, currants and other 
small fruit. The man who had remained behind at the 
first village an:d the other who had gone with the Indians 
to their fishing place, both joined us here. The Indians 
gave them five salmon to bring to us; and he that had 
stayed for a horse, brought one with him. At this place 
t~ river is about 70 yards wide. 

[fl)'tirsday 2.2, ' The morning was fine, with a great 
· frost. We began our journey at 7 o'clock; and 

, traveled about a mile, crossed a branch of the 
:i:iver.. Here the mountain~ come .so close on the :river, 
)Ye' ~ould not get through the narrows, and had to cross a 
veq hi&b. ~ountain about 3 miles over, and then struck 
the riv~ again, where there is a small bottom and one 
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lodge of the natives in it, gathering berries, haws and 
cherries for winter food. We soon had to ascend another 
large mountain, and had to proceed in the same way until 
we crossed four of them, when we came to a large creek, 
where there is a small bottom and tl1ree lodges of Indians. 
Three of our men having gone through the bottom to 
hunt, came first upon the lodges which greatly alarmed 
the unhappy natives, who all feU a weeping and began 
to run off; but the party coming up with the guide relieved 
them from their fears. They then received us kindly 
and gave us berries and fish to eat. We remained with 
them about two hours and gave them some presents. 
Those of the natlves, who are detilc'hed in small parties, 
appear to live better, ami to have a larger supply of pro­
visions, than those who live in large villages. The peo­
ple of these three lodges have gathered a quantity of sun­
flower seed, and also of the lambs-quarter, which they 
pound and mix with service berries, and make of the 
composition a kind of bread; whieh appears capable of 
sustaining life for some t.ime. On this bread and the fisll 
they take out of the river, these people, who appear to 
be the most wretched of t'he human species, chiefly sub­
sist. They gave us some dried salmon, and we proceed­
ed down the ri,ver; but with a great deal of difficulty: the 
mountains being so close, steep and rocky. The river 
here is about 80 yards wide, and a continual rapid, but 
not deep. vVe went about 15 miles to day, and encamp­
ed on a small island, aS there was no mher level place 
near. Game is scarce, and we killed nothing since the 
18th but one deer; and our stock of provisions· is exhaus­
ted. 

Friday 23. We proceeded down the river. through 
dreadful narrows, where the rocks were in some places 
breasL high, and no path or trail of any kind. This 
mo'Q)ing we killed a goose, and badly wounded a large 
buck in the water. One of our sergeants is very unwell. 
vVe went on three miles, when Captain Clarke did not 
thin;k proper to proceed further with the horses, until he 
shoulQ. go forward and examine the pass. So we halted 
on a small fiat and bn;akfasted on some fish the natives 
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had given us. Captain Clarke, our guide, and three men 
then went on. Another Indian who had come on from 
the last Indian camp rJmaiee.l with us. We had yet seen 
no timber large enough to make canoes. Two of the 
hunters went in search of the buck, which had boen 
wounded; and the rast staid at the camp to fish. In the 
afternoon the men came in from hunting the wounded 
deer, but could not find him. They killed three prairie 
hens, or pheasants. At night the sergoant who had been 
sick, became better. ·we caught some small fish .. in the 
night. The natives take their fish by spearing them; 
their spears for this purpose are poles with bones fixerl to 
the ends of them, with which they strike tll3 fish. They 
have but four guns in the nation, and catch goats and 
some other animals by running them down with horses. 
The dresses of the women ara a kind of shifts made of 
the skins of these goats and mountain sheep, which come 
down to the middle of the leg. Some of them:: have 
robes, but others none. Some of the men have• shirtS 
and some are without any. Some also have robea, made 
of beaver and buffalo skins; but there are few of tao 
former. I saw one made of ground hog skins. 

Saturday 24. We had a pleasant morning and some 
of the men went out to hunt. The river at this place is 
so confined by the mountains that it is not more than 20 
yards wide, and very rapid. The mountains on the sides 
are not less than 1000 feet high and very steep. There 
are a few pines growing on them. We caught some 
small fish to day, and our hunters killed five prairie fowls. 
These were all we had to subsist on. At 1 o'clock Capt. 
Clarke and his party ratumed, after having been down 
the river about 12 miles. They found it was not possible 
to go down either by land or water, without much risk 
and trouble. The water is so rapid and the bed of the 
river so rocky, that going by water appeared impractica· 
ble; and the mountains so amazingly high, steep and 
rocky, that it seemed impossible to go along the river by 
land. Our guide speaks of a way to sea, l>y goiag up 
the south fork of this river, getting on the mountains thai 
way, and then turning to the south west again. Captain 
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Clarke therefore wrote a letter to Captain Lewis, and dis­
patched a man on horseback to meet him; and we all 
turned back up the river again, poor and uncomfortable 
enough, as wa had nothing to eat, and there is no game. 
We proce::dj(} up about three miles, and supperless went 
to rest for the night. 

Sunday !5. We set out early and had a fine morn­
ing; passed the Indian camp, where they gave us a little 
dri~d salmon, and proceeded back again over the moun­
tains. Some hunters w2nt on ahead and about 4 o'clock 
we got ov :'r th3 four mountains, and encamped in the 
valley. Two men w~nt to hunt, and all the rest to fish. 
We soon caught as many small fish as made, with two 
salmon our guide got from some Indians, a comfortable 
suppet;. At dark our hunters came in and had killed but 
one. beaver. 

'M<mday 26. We had again a pleasant morning; and 
four huuters went on early ahead, and one man to look 
for th::~ horses. We breakfasted on the beaver and a 
salmon, which had been saved from supper the preceding 
evenirg. The 1nan, who had gone for the horses, having 
returned without finding them, four or five more went 
out, and our guide immediately found them. we then 
about 10 o'clock, proceeded on to the forks, where we 
found our hunters; but th:Jy had killed nothing. So we 
went up to a small village of the natives, got some fish 
from them, and lodged there all night. 

Tuesday !7. A fine morning With frost; and eight of 
us went out to hunt. I observed some flax growing in 
the bottom:> on lhis river, but saw no clover or timothy, 
as I ha3 sJen on the Missouri and Jefferson nvers. 
Then is a kind of wild !:l<tge or hyssop, as high as a 
man's h~ad, full of branches and leaves, which grows in 
th:JS3 b:>ttom;;, with shrubs of different kinds. In the 
evening w J all came in again, and had killed nothing but 
a fi;sh. We got some mora from the natives, which we 
subsisted on. We lodged here again all night, but heard 
nothing from Captain Lewis. 

Wednesday 28. The morning again was pleasant, 
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and I went on to the upper village, where I found Capt. 
Lewis and his party buying horses. They had got 23 
which with two we had, made in the whole 25. l then 
returned to our camp, a distance of 15 miles, and arrived 
there late. I found the weather very cold for the season. 

Thursday 29. There was a severe white frost this 
morning. Captain Clarke and all the men except myself 
and another who remained to keep camp and prepare 
packsaddles, went up to Captain Lewis's camp. While 
I lay here to day, one of the natives shewed me their 
method of producing fire, which is somewhat curious. 
They have two sticks ready for the operation, one about 
nine and the other eighteen inches long: the short stick 
they lay down Hat and rub the end of the other upon it 
in a perpendicular direction for a few minutes; and the 
friction raises a kind of dust, which in a short time takes 
fire. These people make willow baskets so closo and to 
such perfection as to hold water, for which purpose they 
make use of them. They make much use of the sun­
flower and lambs-quarter seed, as before mentioned; 
which with berries and wild cherries poundt>Al together, 
compose the only bread they have any knowledge of, or 
in usc. The fish they take in this river are of excellent 
kinds, especially the salmon, the roes of which when 
dried and pounded make the best of soup. 

Friday 30. We remained here all day, and in the 
evening the whole of the corps came down within a mile 
of our camp, and remained there, all night, being a good 
place for grass. 

Saturday 31. They all came down to our camp, and 
we proceeded on with <t7 horses and one mule. Our old 
o-uide after consulting with tho rest of the Indians, thought 
it was better to go along the north side of the Columbia, 
than on the south side. \V e therefore proceeded down, 
the same way Captain Clarke had been before, 30 miles, 
and then turned up a creek that comes in from the north, 
and encamped on it about three miles and a half from the 
mouth. Two hunters had gone on ahead this morning, 
and at night joined us, having killed one deer. The first 
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. cost of the articles, wh~ch had been given for each horse, 
did not amount to more" than from three to five dollars; so 
that the whole of them only cost about one hundred dol­
lars. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Sunday, September 1, 1805. \Ve set out early in a 
fine morning, and traveled on nearly a west course. \V e 
found here the greatest quantity and best service berries, 
I had ever seen before; and abundance of choak-cherries. 
There is also a small bush grows in this part of the coun­
try, about six inches high, which bears a bunch of small 
purple berries. Some call it mountain holly; the fruit is 
of an acid taste. We are much better supplied with 
water than I expected; and crossed several fine springs 
among th(~ mountains through whieh we pass. At noon 
some rain fell, and th:J day continued cloudy. About 
the middle of the day Capt. Clarke's blackman's feet 
became so sore that he had to ride on horseback. At 3 
o'clock we came to a creek, where there was fine grass 
and we halted to let our horses eat. There are a great 
number of fish in this creek. After we halted the weath­
er became cloudy, and a considerable quantity of ruin 
fell. \Ve therefore concluded to remain where we were 
all night, having come this day 18 miles. Our hunters 
killed a deer, and we caught five fish. 

Monday 2. The morning was cloudy. We set out 
early; proceeded up the creek, and passed some parts 
closely timbered with spruce and pine. \Ve went on 
with difficulty on account of the bushes, the narrowness 
of the way and stones that injured our horses feet, they 
they bC>ing without shoes. In the forenoon we killed 
some pheasants and ducks, and a small squirrel. In the 
afternoon we had a good deal of rain, and the worst road 
(if road it can be called) that was ever traveled. The 
creek is become small and the hills come close in upon 
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the banks of it, covered thick with standina timber and 
fallen trees; so that in some places we were "'obliged to go 
up the si~es. of the hills, which are very steep, and then 
down agam m order to get along at all. In goina up 
these ascents the horses would sometimes fall backw:rds, 
which injured them very much; and one was so badlv 
hurt that tho driver was obliged to leave l1is load on the 
side of one of the hills. In the low ground there are 
most beautiful tall strait pine trees of different kinds, 
except of white pine. Game is scarce; and a small 
quantity of dried salmon, which we got from the natives 
is almost our whole stock of provisions. A son of our 
guide joined us to day and is going on. We went 13 
miles and encamped; but some of the men did not come 
up till late at night. 

'rucsday 3. The morning of this day was cloudy 
and cool. Two men went back with a horse to bring on 
the load, which had been left behind last night; and we 
breakfasted on the last of ou:r salmon, anc waited their 
return. Two hunters were sent on ahead, and on the 
return of the two men, who had been sent buck, we pur­
sued our journey up the creek, which still continued 
fatiguing almost boyond description. . The country is very 
mountainous and thickly timbered; mostly with spruce 
pmc. Having gone nine miles we halted for dinner, 
which was composed of a small portion of flour we had 
along and the last of our pork, which was but a trifle: 
Our hunters had not killed any thing. \V e staid here 
about two hours, during which time some rain fell and 
the weather was extremely cold for the season. We then 
went on about three miles over a large mountain, to the 
head of another creek and encamped there for the night. 
This was not the creek our guide wished 10 have come 
upon; and to add to our misfortunes we had a cold even-
ing with rain. . . 

W edncsday 4. A comnderable quantity of suo,~· fell 
last night, and the morning was cloudy. After eatmg a 
few grains of parched corn, we set out at 8 o'clock; 
crossed a larae mountain and hit on th3 creek and small 
valley, whicl~ wer3 wished for by our guide. We killed 
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some pheasants on our way, and were about to make use 
of the'last of our flour, when to our great joy, one of our 
hunters killed a fine deer. So we dined upon that and 
proceeded down a small valley about a mile wide, with a 
rich black soil; in whiCh there are a great quantity of 
sweet roots and herbs,such as sweet myrrh, angelica and 
several other, that the natives make use of, and of the 
names of which I am unacquainted. There is also tim­
othy grass growing in it; and neither the valley nor the 
hills are so thickly timbered, as th<l mountains we had 
lately passed. What timber there is, is mostly pitch 
pine. We kept down the valley about five miles, and 
came to the Tussapa band of the Flathead nation of 
Indians, or a part of them. We found them encamped 
on the creek and we encamped with them.* 

Thursday 5. This was a fine morning with a great 
white frost. The Indian dogs· are so hungry and raven­
ous, that they eat four or five pair of our moccasons last 
night. \Ve remained here all day, and rec .. uited our 
horses to 40 and three colts; and made four or five of this 
nation of Indian chiefs. They are a very friendly peo­
ple; have plenty of robes and skins for covering, and a 
large stock of horses, some of which are very good; but 
they have nothing to eat, but berries, roots and such arti· 
~es of food. This band is on its way over, to the Mis­
souri or Yell ow-Stone river to hunt buffalo. They are 
the whitest Indians I ever saw. 

Friday 6. A cloudy morning. We exchanged some 
of our horses, that were fatigued1 with the natives; about 
12 o'clock some rain fell; and we prepared to move on. 
At one we started, when the Indians also set out. We 
proceeded over a mountain to a creek, and went down 
the creek, our course being northwest; found the country 
mountainous and poor; andi'the game scarce. Having 

ill Captain Clarke in his letter to his brother, culls them the 
O~oot band of the Tucknapax. It is of ne very great im­
~ a.t present, to know _by what names the several tribes and 
baDIIs ~ 4istinguished; and Mr. Gass says that without an inter­
prete't it wa!il. yery difficult to aseutain them with any degree of 
oertaility. 



AS RELATED BY PATRICK GASS. 125 

traveled about seven miles we encamped. Four hunters 
had been out to day, but killed nothing; we therefore 
supped upon a small quantity of corn we had yet left . 
. Saturday 7. We setout early in a cloudy cool morn­
Ing; and our hunters went on as usual. We proceeded 
down the creek, and in our way we were met by a hun­
ter, who had not come in last night, and who had lost his 
horse. We halted at 12 o'clock, and one of the hunters 
killed two deer; which was a subject of much joy and 
congratulation. Here we remained to dine, and some 
rain fell. On the south of this place there are very high 
mountains covered with snow and timber, and on the 
north prairie hills. After staying here two hours we pro· 
ceeded on down the creek; found the country much the 
same as that which we had passed through in the fore­
noon; and having traveled about 20 miles since the 
morning, encamped for the night. The valley is become 
more extensive, and our creek has increased to a con­
siderable river. Some rain £fll in the afternoon, and our 
hunters killed two cranes on,our way. . · 

Sunday 8. The morning was wet, ·and we proceeded 
on over some teautiful plai6. One of our hunters had 
remained out all night, at noon we halted and they all 
came in, having killed an elk and a deer. At two we 
proceeded on again, and had a cold, wet and disagreeable 
afternoon, but our rpad or way was level along the valley. 
Having traveled 20'miles, we encamped and our hunters 
came in, one of whom had killed a deer, and another had 
caught two mares and a colt, which he brought with him. 

Monday 9. The morning was fair, but cool; and we 
continued our journey down the river. The soil of the 
valley is poor and gravelly; and the high snow-topped 
mountains are still in view on our left: Our course gen­
erally north a few degrees west. we halted at noon: on 
our way the hunters had killed three wild geese; so we 
have plenty of provisions at present. At 2 o'clock we 
again went forward, and crossed over the Flathead river. 
about 100 yards wide, and which we called Clarke's river; 
passed through a close timbered bottom of abou~ two 
miles, and again came into beautiful plains. The ttmber 
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on this bottom is pitch pine. We traveled 19 miles and 
encamped on a large creek, which comes in from the 
south. Our hunters this day killed three deer. 

Tuesday 10. We remained here all this day, which 
was clear and pleasant, to let our horses rest, and to take 
an observation. . At night our hunters came in, and had 
killed five deer. With one of the hun~rs, three of the 
Flathead Indians came to our camp. They informed us 
that the reS<t of their band was over on the Columbia river, 
about five or six days' journey distant, with pack-horses; 
that two of the Snake nation had stolen some of their 
horses, and that they "were. in pursuit of them. We gave 
them some presents, and fdl.e stayed to go over the 
mountains with us; the othet two continued their pursuit. 

Wednesday · 11. This w,as a fine morning, and we 
went out too~<:olle!!:t. our horses, in order to renew our 
journey, and found all but one. Captain Lewis had a 
meridian altitude that gave 46° 48. 28. 8. north latitude. 
In the bottoms here, there !!Ire a great quantity of cher­
ries. The mountains are nO't'so high, as at some distance 
back. At 4 o'clock in the afternoon the horse was found, 
and we proceeded on up thE!' creek nearly a west course, 
through small bottoms. We went about six miles and 
eUfUmpJd; when our hunters came in but had killed 
J~~Ut!Jing. The country is poor and mountainous. 

1'\ursday 12. We started early pn our journey and 
had a. fine morning. Having traveled two miles wo 
reached the mountains which are very steep; but the 
road over them pretty good, as it is much traveled by the 
!lativrs, who come aoross to the Flathead river to gather 
0herries and berries. · Our hunters in a short time killed 
four deer .. , .At noon.we halted at a branch of the creek, 
on tbe banks of which are ~ mber of strawberry vines, 
liti.Ws, and service be , , At two we proceeded 
W.. mer a large mountalin, ilere is no water, and 

d find no place to~ .. , ntillate, at night, whea 
' . , , , ed at. a small ~· and encaritped by it, in a 
~bonvement place, haVIng come 23 miles. 
' ·~ 13. A cloudy morning. Captain Lewis's 
~~not-be found; but 51?me of the men were left 
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to hunt for him and we proceeded on. When we had 
gone two miles, :ve ?a me t? a most beautiful warm spring, 
the water of whiCh 1s cons1derablyabove blood-heat; and 
I could not bear my hand in it without uneasiness. 
There are so many paths leading to and from this spring, 
that our guide took a wrong one for a mile or two, and we 
had bad traveling across till we got into the road again. 
At noon we halted. Game is scarce; and our hunters 
killed nothing since yesterday morning; though four of 
the best were constantly out, and every one of them 
furnished with a good horse. ·while we remained here, 
Captain Lewis and the men, who had been left with him, 
came up; but had not found the horse. At 2 o'clock we 
proceeded on again over a mountain, and in our way 
found a deer, which our hunters had killed and hung up. 
In a short time we met with them, and Captain Lewis sent 
two back to look for the horse. \Ve passed over a divi­
ding ridge to the waters of another creek, and after tra­
veling 12 miles we pncamped on the creek, !j:P which 
there are some prairies or plains. 

Saturday 14. We set out early in a cloudy morning; 
passed over a large mountain'; crossed Stony creek, about 
30 yards wide, and then went over another large moun­
tain, on which I saw service~berry bushes hanging full 
of fruit; but not yet ripe, owing to the coldness oi the 
climate: on tlwse rnountains: 1 also saw a number of 
other shrubs. which bear fruit, but lor which I know no 
names. Tl;ere are black elder and borcHree, pitch and 
spruce pine all growing together on these mountains. 
Bein" here unable to find a place to halt at, where our 
hors~s could feed, we went on to the junction of Stony 
creek, with another large creek, which a short distance 
down becomes a considerable river, and encamped for 
the niaht. as it rained and was disagreeable traveling. 
The t~'O .hunters, tha.t had gone ba.ck here joined us wil h 
Captain Luwis's horse, but none of the hun:ers ki!led any 
thing except two or three pheasants; on wh1ch, without a 
miracle it was impossible to feed 30 hungry men and 
upwards, besides some Indians. So Captain Lewis gave 
out some portable soup, which he had along, to be used 
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in cases of necessity. Some of the men did not relish 
this soup, and agreed to kill a colt; which they immedi­
ately did, and set about roasting it; and which appeared 
to me to he good eating. This day we traveled seven­
teen miles. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Sunday 15. Having breakfasted on colt we moved 
on down the river three miles, and again took the moun· 
tains. In going up, one of the horses fell, and required eight 
or ten men to assist him in getting up again. vV e con tin­
ued our march to 2 o'clock when we halted at a spring anrl 
dined on portable soup and a handful o£ parched corn. 
We then proceeded on our journey over the mountain 
to a hign point, where, it being dark, we were obliged to 
encamp.. There was here no water; but a bank of snow 
answered as a substitute; and we supped upon soup. 
· Monday 16. Last night about 12 o'clock it began to 
snow. vVe renewed our march early, though the morn­
ing was very disagreeable, and proceeded over the most 
terrible mountains I ever beheld: It continued snowing 
until 3 o'clock P. M. when we halted, took some more 
soup, and went on till we came to a small stream wl1erc 
we encamped for tl1e night. Here we killed another 
colt and supped on it. The snow fell so thick, and the 
day was so dark, that a person could not see to a distance 
of 200 yards. In th!f night and during the day the snow 
fell about 10 inches deep. 

Tuesday 17. Our horses scattered so much last night, 
that they were not collected until noon, at which time we 
began our march again. It was a fine day with warm 
~Mne, which melted the snow very fast on the south 
m~~.of the hills, and made the traveling very fatiguing 
~ ~comfortable. We continued over high desert 
m~~Il!l, where our hunters could find no game, nor 
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signs of any except a bear's track which they observed 
to day. At dark we halted .at a spring on the top of a 
mountain; killed another colt, and encamped there all 
night. · 

Wednesday 18. This was a clear cold frosty morn­
ing. All our horses except one were collected early: 
Six hunters went on ahead; one man to look for the 
horse; and all the rest of us proceeded on our journey 
over the mountains, which are very high and rough. 
About twelve we passed a part whera the snow was off, 
and no appearance that much had lately fallen. At three 
we came to snow again, and halted to take some soup, 
which we made with snow water, as no other could be 
found. Here the man, who had been sent for the horse 
came up, but had not found him. Except on the sides 
of hills where it has fallen, the country is cloRely timber­
ed with pitch and spruce pine, and what some call balsam­
:ir. We can Ji!ee ne prospect of gottiog off th:;>Se desert 
mountains yet;'·expept the appearance of a deep cove on 
each side of the ndge we are passing along. We r . 
ed here an hour ;Gind a half, and 'then proceeded on 
a steep mountain, apd ene&flped after traveling 18 
We had great difficulty in getting water, being obliged to 
go half a mile for it down a very steep przcipice. 

Thursday 19. Our hunters did not join us last night, 
which was disagreeably cold. About eight this morning 
we set out, and proceeded on in our way over the moun­
~ains; the sun shining warm and pleas:mt. We traveled 
a west course, and about 12 o'clock halted at a spring to 
ake a little more soup. Th3 snow is chiefly gone except 
on the north points of the high mountains. At two P. M. 
we again went on, and descended a steep mountain into 
a cove on our left hand, where thara is a larg::J cr;3ek, 
which here runs towards the east. The hilts on each 
side, along which the trail or path passes, are very steep. 
One of our horses fell down the precipice about 100 
feet, and was not killed, nor much hurt: the reason was, 
that there is no bottom below, and the pr~ipice, the only 
bank, which the creek has, therefore the hor.B pitched 
into the water, without meeting with any intervening 

9 
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object, which could materially injure him. We made 
17 miles this day and encamped on a small branch of the 
creek. Having heard nothing from our hunters, we again 
SU{'ped upon some of our portable ~oup. The men are 
becoming lean and debilitated, on ac'bount of the scarcity 
and poor quality of the provisions on which we subsist: 
our horses' feet are also becoming very sore. We have, 
however, some hopes of getting soon out of this horrible 
mountainous desert, aswe have discovered the appearance 
of a valley or level part of the country about 40 miles 
ahead. When this discovery was made there was as 
much joy and rejoicing among the corps, as happens 
among passengers at sea, who have experienced a dan­
gerous and pr01racted voya,go; when they first discover 
land on the long looked for coast. 

Friday 20. It was late before our horses were collec­
ted, but the da:Y was fine; and at9 o'clock we continued 
our march. Having proceeded about a mile, we came to 
asmall,glaJe, where our hunters had found a horse, and 
~ killed, dressed and hung him up. Captain Clarke, 
wjlig had gone forward with the hunters, left .a note 
informing us that he and they intended to go on to the 
vaLley or level country ahead, as there was no chance of 
killing any game in these deoort mountains. We loaded 

and proceeded alo11;g tho mountains. At noon 
and dined, on our horse flesh: here we discov­

e~thut a horse, having Ca.ptain Lewis's clothes and bag~ 
gage.~ ~im, ha4 got into the bushes while we were load­
U!g tn~·meat, and w~;, ~~ft l?lehind. One of the men 
.tberofore was se,xud:mck, ap.;; returned without finding him. 
!i'wo Dj:her J\11i,en'w~~·~•1il:iXt\~'(lWc8re then Sent back, and WO 

; ~:oniinued our along a ridge, where there are rocks, 
appear to ~ulated f0r making millstones; 

~ars:• am~?·th·e spruce pine. 
Jtefm:e mer ~t o]f tki$' ~. and we haQ. 
in find~~~-er. .• ·;.soil on the western 

moUlltl.'cillS·ap'pears, m ·h:~>tter tlu.w;H>n the 
ot oo rooky. W ~ •. ~~ ·tbe ;va;1J.'e:Y ahead, 

ways <>ff. .. .. . . 
···~~!l!td\Et¥·. ~1. The motming·~.·· p~e.tt·but.itwM 
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late before we got our horses collected. About 10 o'cloclt 
we were ready to start; and passed along ·the ridge with 
a great deal of difficulty and fatigue, our march being 
much impeded by the fallen timber. A great portion of 
the timber through which we passed along this ridge is 
dead, and a considerable part fallen; and our horses are 
weak and much jaded. One of them got into a small 
swamp, and \vet a bale of merchandize. About 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon we got down the mountain to a creek, 
which runs nearly southwest. This course we suppose 
is a very good one for us. We went down this creek 
about a mile, and encamped on it for the night in a small 
rich bottom. l1ere we killed n. duck and two or three 
pheasants; and supped upon them and the last of our 
horse meat. We also killed a wolf and eat it. The 
hunters did not join us this evening, nor the two men who 
went to look for the horse. 

Sunday 22. This was a fine warm day. About 9 
o'clocl!!iwe continued our route over a ridge about a west 
~se, upon the top of which there is a handsome small 
:rr~ie; where we met one of our hunters with a supply 
ofroots, berries and some fish, which he procured from 
another band of the Flathead nation of Indians. Cap­
tain Clarke and tho hunters had arrived on \he 20th at 
"'ith~'<;m~ptnent or lodges of these Indians which are in 
a·heautiful prairie, about eight or nine miles from this 
place\,· The roots they use are made iril:to a kind of bread; 
whio~:~,~ood and nouris · i and tastes like that some-
timesr'made of.· e remained here about an 
hour and then p . . .!:\gain, down the ridge along 
'a very reughwa~; a.nd in t~ e'VCifX:ling arrived in a fine 
large valley, r ·Of these 4i$.tnal and borrihle moun­
tains. Here . twl> ~n overtook tls; who had found 
the lost horse;\: . llllil!d cl;~~ipg, but on their way to us 
lOst 'both th!!f ''h<;~· 1'he Indians belon!)'ing to this 
~d,.received ~.Il:mdly,.appeared pleased to'\ree us, and 

.a e,us such provisions' as they had. We were at a loss 
.... terpreter, none of our interpreters. being able to 

tai;rd them. Captain Clarke met us hel'e: he hil!4 
be~'<!Yer ~uhe river, and found the distance 18 mir,es 
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and a good road from this place. He thinks we will be 
able to take the water again at the place he had been at; 
and where he left five hunters, as there was some game 
about the river in that quarter. 

Monday 23. The morning was warm and pleasant. 
We stayed here some time to procure provisions from the 
natives, for which we gave them in exchange a number 
of small articles. The provisions which we got consist­
ed of roots, bread and fish. Their bread is made of roots 
which they call comas, and which resemble onions in 
shape, but are of a sweet taste. This bread is manufac­
tured by steaming, pounding and baking the roots on a 
kiln they have for the purpose. About 4 o'clock we 
renewed our journey, and went two miles to another small 
village, through a beautiful rich plain, in which these 
roots grow in abundance. vV e halted at the second 
village all night and got some more provisions. Abom 
dark a shower of rain fell. 

Tuesday 24. The morning was fine, and about • 
o'clock we set forward on our man:h towards the river(!s~ 
but one man who had gone back to look for the horses 
and another who had remained at the fir$t village. The 
men are generally unwell, owing to the change of diet. 
The valley is level and lightly timbered with pine and 
spruce trees. The soil is thin except lD some small 
plains, where it is of the first quality. The adjacent 
country appears much the same; except that on the river 
it is broken with hills and some rocks. In the valley 
there are great quantities of service-berry bushes. In 
the evening we arrived at the camp of our hunters on a 
river about 100 yards broad, a branch of the Columbia. 
'l'he natives say lt is two days march to the great river. 
vV e encamped on a small island with our hunters who 
had killed five deer, whiCh was a very pleasing circum­
stance to us; as the Indian provisions did not agree with 
us. Captain Clarke gave all the sick a dose of Rush's 
Pills, to see what efrect that would have. We found 
some of the natives here upon the river fishing. 

Wednesday 25. A fine, pleasant, warm morning. 



134 JOURNAL OF LEWIS AND CLARKE 

The hunters went out early and Captain Clarke rode out 
to see if there were any trees to be found large enough 
for canoes. The men in general appear to be getting 
much better; but Captain Lewis is very sick and taking 
medicine; and myself and two or three of the men are 
yet very unwell. The climate here is warm; und the 
heat to day was as great as we had experienced at any 
time during the summer. The water also is soft and 
warm, and perhaps causes our indisposition more thn.n 
any thing else. In the evening Captain Clarke returned 
to camp, having discovered a place about five or six miles 
down the river, where a large brunch comes in on the 
north side that ;~11 furnish timber la!ge enough for. our 
purp6se .. , Our 'Bunters also came m, and had hailed 
nothing but a small panther and a phca3ant. The man 
who had: rerpl].ined at tho first village came up. 

Th ursduy 26. The morning was fine; n.nd at 9 o'clock 
we left our camp; proceeded down tho river about five 
miles to the forks; and pitched our camp in n. hn.ndsome 
small bottom opposite the point. A number of the 
natives came down in small canoes, and encamped close 
to us, fbr the purpose of fishing; and while we were 
encamping we saw a sm!lll raft coming down tho north 
fork loaded with fish. There appears to he a kind of 
sheep in this country, besides the lb~x or mountain sheep, 
and which have wool on; I saw some of the skins, 
which the natives had, with wool four ihches long, and aB 
fine, white and $oft as ~.}k:,l had ever seen. ·I also saw 
a buffalo robe wlth its ""6ol o:r fur on as fine and soft as 
that of a beaver. Captain Lewis procured this, which 
we considered acuriositf,in exchange for another buffalo 
robe. . ....... ,;, · 

}'his band• of the l\'1-~th'Oads h~vo0 a great many beads 
~fl other articles; wbl~ll they say they got from white 
~.aU: at the mouth of this river; or where tho saltwater is. 
. . .· .. hav'e a.larl:?e stod!t ?f:!lo~scs. · Theh· bu:ffal? robe.s 

~ther skms· the)" ch1eftF procure on th~J M1ssour1, 
· over to hun:t, as there' a,re no· buffalo in this 

p~,y. · .. · .... ·· .. · .. ,. . ntry and . v,ery littl~ other 'game. The 
mo$iv'o:f~~:}~men of this band are at.>present en a war 



AS RELATED BY PATRICK GASS. 135 

expedition against some nation to the nonhwest, that had 
killed some of their people; as we understood in our im­
perfect communications with them. \Ve arrang~d our 
camp. and made preparations for making canoes. 

Fnday 27. A fine warm morning. All the men, who 
were able were employed in making canoes. About 10 
o'clock the man came in who had gone to look for the 
horses, he had found one of them and killed a deer. 
I feel much relieved froin my indisposition. 

In the evening the greater part of the war party came 
in, and some of the principal men came down to our 
camp. We could not understand what they had done, 
as we could only converse by signs. Medals were given 
by the Commanding Offic2m;, to thrae or four of them as 
leading men of their nation; and they r.c.mained about 
our camp. The river below the fork is about 200 yards 
wide; the water is clear as cry3tal, from. two to five feet 
deep, and abounding with salmon of an excellent quality. 
The bottom of the riv(;lr is stony aJ.ld the hanks chiefly 
composed of a round hard species of stone. .. 

Saturday 28. We had a pleasant morning and ·all 
hands, that were able, employed at the canoes. Game is 
very scarce and our hunters unable to kill any meat. \Ve 
are therefore obliged to live on fish and roots, that we 
procure from the natives; and which do not appear a sui­
table diet for us. Salt also is scarce without which fish 
is but poor and insipid. Our hunters killed nothing to 
day. 

Sunday 29. A fine day; all our hunters went out, and 
all the men able to work, were employed at the Canoes. 
At noon two of our hunters came in with three deer; a 
very welcome sight to the most of us. Five or six of the 
men continue unwell. 

Monday 30. The weather continued pleasant; and 
our hunters killed a deer. 

Tuesday, October 1, 1805. This was a fine pleasant 
warm day. All the men are now able to work; but the 
areater number are very weak. To save them from 
hard labor, we have adopted the lndianmethodofbuming 
out the canoes. 
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Wednesday 2. Two men were sent to the Indian 
village to purchase some provi$ions as our hunters do not 
kill enough for us to subsist on. And least the Indian 
provisions should not agree with us, we killed one of our 
lYorses, 

On the third, the men were employed as usual; on the 
morning of the fourth there was a: white frost, after it a 
fine day. In the evening our men returned, with a good 
supply of such provisions as the natives have. 

Saturday 5. Having got pretty wtlll forward in our 
canoe makirg, we collected all our horses and branded 
them, in order to leave them with the Indians, the old 
chief having pro)niscd that they should be well taken 
care of. In the e'irening we got two ofour canoes into the 
water. . . 

During the sixth most of the hands were engaged at the 
other canoes; nnd we buried our saddles and some am­
munition. The morning of the seventh was pleasant, and 
we put the last of our canoes into the water; loaded them, 
and found that tbey carried all our baggage with conven­
ience. We had four lar"'e ones; and one small one, to 
look ahead. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon we began 
our voyage down the river, and found the rapids in some 
places very dangerous. One of our calio®ssprung a leak. 
We thenl'ore halted and mended her, after going ~0 
mile3. The hills come clo!i!e on the :rivet on both sides; 
WMpe ihera are a few J\~ne trtros. Ba:ok' from the river 
the. tops of the hills, to a g:feat dist®c,o are prairie land; 
· umry levG1. . ~,. , · 

... · .• y B. At 9 t:l'cl6:c~ ip a fine morn~ng we con­
tinued·our voyage down the 11iyer:. pa~~<thteeialands 
and several rapids; rmd at nMn stopped at sGm:l\llndiari 
t>Qdges, of which there ~re;~ ~l'iy aclong the ri-yrer. 
~~'~w9;'¥e proceeded on.a · .··... ~h~ev~ing1 .i1Jlp.ass-
~th~oogh a rapid, I had•my ;~~'!il~lil, Sl1~ve:, ~.and slt~ ~u11k. 
~~unittely the water waS~ w~;~>i&t: c:j:eep1,.s6 
~t!:Hves and baggage wer~ sal\* . . . 't!'i'e latter wa:s 
~~t~ "'ehalted and Cl100:,mped ~ere~ r~ai11 th'e oonoe, 
a:f~ o:omiill!:g1J.I!'B. miles. .At .t:his p!ace there M-e som:e l:od-

~J~'Ii!Sof fhe·~*i~es on both s~d!lll of the riv~~ra 111!1\lPber of 
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whom keep about us, and we get some fish from them. 
Two chiefs of the upper village joined us here, and pro­
posed to go on with us, until we should meet with white 
people; which they say will be at no great distance~ 

Wednesday 9. ·We stayed here during the whole of this 
day, which was very pleasant, and repaired our canoe. 
In the evening we got her completed and all the baggage 
dry. Here our old Snake guide deserted and took his 
son with him. I suspect he was afraid of being cast 
away passing the rapids. At dark one of the squaws, 
who keep about us, took a crazy fit, and cut her arms from 
the wrists to the shoulders, with a flint; and the natives 
had great trouble and difficulty in getting her pacified. 
We have some Frenchmen, who prefer dog-flesh to fish; 
and they here got two or three dogs from the Indians. 
All the country around is high prairie, or open plains. 

· Thursday 10. We had a ine morning; embarked 
early, and passed over some very bad rapids. Inpassingw 
over one, a cano;~ spnag a 'ieak, ~diid liiOt sink; though 

. the greater pqrt of the loading ~w&i; tmd we ha.d to 
halt and dry it.,, W$>.stopped a Slbort distance above. the 
junction of thiS with .anQthM" large river. The natives 
call this eastem i)mach Koos.k(){)ll;ll-ke, and the western 
Ki-mo·ee-nem. Yes~ay evening I had a fit of the 
ague, and have been very: unwell to day; so much so that 
l am unable to steer my canoe. In about two hours we 
continued our voyage again; we found the southwest 
branch very large, and of a goslin-green color. About a 
mile below the confluence we halted on the north sidwe 
and encamped for the night, as the wind blew so hard we 
could not proceed. We cam~ 20 miles to day. 

Friday 11. We set out early in a fine morning; pro­
ceeded on about six miles, and halted at some lodges of 
the natives, where W,e got fish and several dogs."'· We 
continued here about an hour and then went on. No 
accident happened to day though we passed some bad 
rapids. In the evening we stopped at smne Indian camps 
and remained all night, having com<f, 30 miles. Here we 
got more fish and dogs. Most of our people having 
been accustomed to meat, do lil.ot relish the fish, but pre-
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fer doer meat; which, when well cooked, tastes very well, 
Here :.e met an Indian of another nation, who informed 
us w~eould get to the falls in four days: which I presume 
are not very high as the salmon come above them in 
abundanc:t.. The country on both sides is high dry 
prairie p!ailis without, a stick of timber. There is no 
wood of any kind to be seen except a few small willows 
along the shore; so that it is with difficulty we can get 
enough to cook with. The hills on the river are not very 
high, but rocky; the rocks of a dark color. The bed 
and shores of the river are very stony; and the stones of 
a round smooth kind. 

Saturdry 12. We had a fine morning and proceed!i)d 
on ea,r!y. Two of the Flathead chiefs remained on 
board with us, and two of their men went with the 
stranger in a small canoe, and acted as pilots or guides. 
We saw some ducks an(\ a few geese, but did not kill any 

them. There is no four footed game of any kind 
:near this part of the river, t11at we could discover; and 
we saw no birds of any kind, but a few hawks, eagles 
and crows. At noon we halted, cooked and eat some 
fish, and then proceeded on. The country and river this 
day is n~nch the same in appearance as that we passed 

A little before sunset we eame to a bad rapid, 
did not wish to pass at night, so we encamped 

R!ilOY~'ielill the north side, having made 30 11;1iles. 
&nw of the Flathead nation o£ Indians live ail along 
~ river this fM down. There are not more than four 
lodges in a p11.t03 or village, and these small camps or 
riUagm are eight or ten n>li.ll;\:S ~part: at each camp there 

five or six sma.I.J canoes. Their summer lodges are 
of willows and flags, and their winter lodges of 

almost like rail~ which .. t~y bring down on 
of the rive~where ~re is no timber. 
!his was a~y,~t mp~ing, and we 

out nU 11 o'cl~. ~~ p~ded with 
Ut8•e over tOO rap( . . A'·Jare about two 
and in about two ho~cfP} aU ovef:>sa!e. 
a again and ~ ~re 'bad m@t!S~ b'ut · 
~ La the ~l"!'lOOO th~ '\¥~.':'ather. clear~ 
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and we had a fine evening. Having gone ~3 miles we 
encamped on the North side. The country continues 
much the same, all high dry prairie. One handsome 
creek comes in on the south side. 

Monday 14. \Ve embarked early in a fine clear cool 
morning; passed some rapids; and at eleven came to one 
very bad, but we got over without injury. VII e saw some 
geese and ducks this forenoon and killed some of the 
ducks. About 1 o'clock a canoe hit a rock, and part of 
her sunk, and a number of the things floated out. \Vith 
the assistance of the other canoes all the men got safe to 
shore; but the baggage was wet, and :some articles were 
lost. ·we halted on an island to dry the baggage, having 
come 14 miles. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Tuesday 15. This day was fine, clear and pleasant.; and 
we continued here until the afternoon to dry our baggage 
that had been wet yesterday. The natives have great 
quantities of fish deposited on this island·* At 3 o'clock 
P. l\1. we got all our effects on board and proceeded on. 
Passed down a beautiful part of the river; and killed some 
geese and ducks. This river in general is very handsome, 
except at the rapids, where it is risking both life and pro­
perty to pass; and even these rapids, when the bare view 
or prospect is considered distinct from the advantages of 

*Immense numbers of salmon must ascend the western rivers 
every summer from the Pacific, and constitute a chief article in 
the food of the natives. Mr.lii'Kenzie informs us that in the river, 
by which he arrived at the ocean, where it empties !~self four or five 
hundred miles northwest of the mouth of the Columbia, the 
salmon are so abundant, that the natives have a eon~tant and plen­
tiful supply of that excellent fish. He also on his return states, 
under the date of the 6th and 7th of Ang-!LSt, that the salmon in 
the waters of the Columbia were driving up th~ current in such 
large shoals, that the water seemed t<> be c<>vered with the fins of 
them. 
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navigation, may add to its beauty, by interposing variety 
and scenes of romantic grandeur where there is so much 
uniformity in the appearance of the country. We went 
18 miles.this evening and halted at an old Indian camp 
on the north si~e, where we had great difficulty in procur­
ing wood to cook with, as none at all grows in this part 
of the country. 

Wednesday 16. We had a fine morning and embark­
ed early; proceeded on about three miles, when one of 
our canoes run upon some rocks in a rapid, but by 
unloading anmher canoe and sending it to her assistance, 
we got all safe to land, and then continued our voyage. 
About 1 o'clock we came to another rapid, where all 
hands carried a load of the baggage by land about a mile, 
and then took the canoes over the rapids, two at a time, 
and in that way we got them all down safe and proceeded 
on. Having gone 21 miles we arrived at the great 
Columbia river, which comes in from the northwest.* 
We found here a number of natives, of whose nations 
we have not yet found out the names. We encamped 
on the point between the two rivers. The country all 
round is level, rich and beautiful, but without timber. 

*The size, course and appearance of this gr®triver, seem to con­
firm beyond a doubt the opinion of Mr. M'Konzie, who sttpposed 
that thet!large rive~, ~!tto w!tich the branch he descended on the west 
side of th~ Rocky Mountains, having its source in these mountains 
near that of the Unjig"'h or Peace river, discharges its waters into 
the large river in latitude about 54° north,. and longitude 122° west 
from London, or 47° west from Phila\\letphia, was the Columbia. 
The information he obtained from th:e Indians resj:>ectiug this river 
befort). he left the U ujigab. was, "that it was a large river and run 

,,towards the mid-day sun; ·but did not empty itself into ·the sea." 
'This: (!pinion of these natives at a. to its not 
l}mptying- itseli into the sea, must from what 
~ey had heard o£ its . nearly par-
·lillel to the coast of distance it contin-
ued lie;> rmn in that received after arriv-
i:~~a~ it, there utche Tesse, also st!J.ted 
1:}#~··.~~ :ra.P. towards that at its mo\tth, as the 
:m>~~ saiid people were building 
~~~; . M~- . river some distanoo, 
~:¥1<Jd ow a .chief to country 'On a large 
~~~~.~It; in which ~ver as runniP.g to~ 
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·.Thursday 17. We remained here all day for the 
purpose of taking an observation. We got a number of 

·dogs from the natives. Salmon are very plenty but poor 
and dying, and therefore not fit for provisions. In the 
plains . are a great many hares and a number of fowls, 
between the size of a pheasant and turkey, called heath 
hens or grous. We killed a great many of these fowls 
which are very good eating. The small river, which we 
called Flathead and afterwards Clarke's river, is a branch 
of the Great Columbia, and running a northwest course, 
falls into it a considerable distance above this place; we 
therefore never passed the mouth of that river. • 

The Columbia here is 860 yards wide, and the 
Ki-moo-ee-nem (called Lewis's river from its junction 
with the Koos-koos-ke) 475 yards. They are both very 
low at this place. Our course since we took water has 
been a fe:w degrees south of west: here the Columbia 
turns to the east of south. . , 

Friday 18. This was als9 a fine i!ay and we remaiM:d 
here till after 12 o'clock. In the forenoon our Comma.nd· 
ing Officers ;were employed in getting specimens of the. 
language of the natives, there being three, or part of 
three, different nations here. They are .almost without 

east of south, receiving many rivers, and every six or eight leagues, 
encumbered with falls and rapids, some of them very dangerous 
and six impracticable. He represented the carrying places as of 
great length, and passing over hills and mountains. He depicted 
the lands of three other tribes in succession who spoke different 
languages. Beyond them he knew nothing of the river or country, 
only that it was still a long way to the sea; and that, as he had 
heard, there was a lake before they reached the water, which the 
natives did not drink. 

"The more I heard of the river," says Mr. M'Kenzie, "the more 
I was convineed it could not empty itself into the ocean to the north 
of what is called the river of the West, so that with its. windings 
the distance_mnst be very great." It is not improbable that' the 
distance by water;-from the place Mr. M'Kenllie struck -this river, 
to its mouth (supposing it to be the Columbia, Oregon 'ot'Grell't 
River of the West,) is upwards of 1000 mites, and its wl!ole course 
from its source 1500. By the lake mentioned by the Indian chief 

. is .. no doubt meant the bay at the mouth of the Columbia. and wide 
part of the river where the tide water ascends and rl!ncrers the 
whole unfit to drink. 
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clothing, having no covering of any account, except 
some deer skin robes and a few leggins of the same 
materials. The women have scarce sufficient to cover 
their nakedness. Captain Lewis had an observation at 
noon, wliicb:cgave 46° 15. 13 .. 9. north latitude. At one 
we proceeded on down the Great Columbia, which is a 
very beautiful river. The course is something to the 
east of south for about 12 miles. and then winds round to 
almost a west course. We passed some islands and a 
number of the camps of the natives, which appear to be 
very shy and distant. We went 21 miles and halted dose 
below an Indian camp; where they have thirty canoes; 
and a great quantity of dtied fish. 

Saturday 19. The',9rning was clear and pleasant, 
with some white frost. ,::"A number of the natives carne 
to our camp, and our Commanding Officers presented one 
of tllem with a medal and, other small articles. At 8 
o'clock we proceeded on; passed some islands and Lad 
rapids, but no accident happened. We also passed a 
great many Indian camps. In tho whole country around 
there arc only level plains, exct,pt a few hills on some 
parts of the river. We went 36 miles and halted oppo­
l3iteca large Indian camp; and about 36 canoe loads of 
them came over to see us; some of whom remai1wd all 
night; hut we could not have mtwh conversati<m with 
thern:as we did" not understand their language. They 
are clothed much in the same manner with those at the 

. forks above. The custom prevails among these Indians 
of burying alL> the property o£1' tho deceased, with the 
body. Amon!;st these savages when any of them die, 
his baskets, bugs, c~9thing, horses and other property are 
;;tllinterred: even his canoe is split into pieces and set up 

nd his grave. · 
:day 20. A fine clear frosty morning. \V e set 
rly; passed along a handsome part of the river; 

'l!lli;W: some pelicans and . · . And as the shores are 
~i~ed w:ith dead ""'""'v'u, 

· Vast tJwi.iitl:tr@l~';tJJ~ itbLese 
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!'lome fish and other provisions. We here saw some arti­
cles which shewed that white people had been here or 
not far. distant during the summer. They have a hem­
pen seme anJ. some ash paddles which they did not make 
them~elves. At 1 o'clock we proceeded on again, went 
42 miles, .and encamped without any of the natives being 
along, whwh is unusual on this river. We could not get 
a single stick of wood to cook with; and had only a few 
small green willows. 

Monday 21. We continued our voyage at an early 
hour, and had a fine morning. At ten, we came to the 
lodges of some of the natives, and halted with t,hem 
about two hours. Here we got some bread, made of a 
small white root, which grows in this part of the country. 
'\Ve saw among them some small robes made of the skins 
of grey squirrels, some racoon skins, and acorns, which 
are signs of a timbered country not far distant. Having 
proceeded on again, we passed several more lodges of 
Indians; and through two> very rocky rapid parts of me 
river with great difficulty. We w~nt 3! miles ·sad 
encamped at some Indian lodges, where w~ prooured 
wood from the natives to cook with. 

Tuesday 22. . The mo(ning was fine and we went. on 
early, and saw a great number of ducks, geese and gulls. 
At 10 o'clock we came to a large island, where the river 
has cut its way through the point of a high hill. Opposite 
to this island a large river comes in on the south side, called 
by the natives the Sho-sho-ne or Snake-Indian river; and 
which has large rapids close to its mouth. This, or the 
Ki-moo-ee-nem, is the same river, whose head waters we 
saw at the Snake nation. 

The natives are very numerous on the island and all 
along the river. Their lodges are of bulrushes an&~ 
made into a kind ot: mats, and formed into a hut or iodge.. 

About three miles lower down we came to .the fir$: falls 
or great rapids; and had 1300 yards of a p~~ 9.ver bad 
ground. All our baggage was got over thls e~ and 
we encamped with it; 'but aN n9t certain w'Qether we can 
take our canoes by water. Ow voyage to day, to the 
head of the rapids or falls wa.sl8miles. 
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Wednesday 23. A pleasant day. At 9 o'clock in 
the forenoon all hands, but three left to keep camp, went 
up and took the canoes over to the south side; as the 
natives said that was the best side of the river to take 
them down, Here we had to drag them 450 yards round 
the first pitch which is 20 feet perpendicular. We then 
put them into the water and let them down the rest of 
the way by cords. The whole height of the falls is 37 
feet eight inches, in a distance of 1200 yards. In the 
evening we got all our canoes safe down to the encamp­
ment on the north side. The natives are very numerous 
about these falls, as it is a great fishing place in the spring 
of the year. The country on both sides of the river 
here is high, and the bluffs rocky. Captain .Lewis had 
an observation, whieh made the latitude of this place 45° 
42. 57. 3. North. We got several dogs from these 
Indians, which we find strong wholesome diet. The 
high water mark below the falls is 48 feet, and above only 
10 feet four inches from the surface of the water: so that 
in high water there is nothing but a rapid, and the salmon 
can pass up without difficulty. The reason of this rise 
in the water below the falls is, that for three miles down, 
the river is so confined by rocks (being not more than 70 
yards wide) that it cannot disc!~arge the water, as fast as 
it comes over the falls, until what is dcfficient in breadth 

.. ~ made up in depth. About the great pitch the appear­
,ince of the place is terri(ying, with vast rocks, and the 
river below the pitch, foaming through different channels. 

Thursday !24. We had a fine morning and proceed· 
ed on early; found the water very rapid below the falls; 
and having gone four miles below the narrows, came to 
other narrows still more cor)fined and the rocks higher. 
At the head of these narrows we halted about 2 o'clock 
at a great Indian village, and remained there all night. 
We got fish and dogs fi:om the natives, and some berries, 
d,ifferent from any we got l;lefore, some call them cran· 
berries; whether of the reall~ind or not I am not certain . 
. ~.our, way down to day we St:1,W,a great many sea otters 
swimmil!gin the river, and ll:iL1?dsom0, but could not get 
,~as they sunk to the bottom.+ Th~s village.,jaas better 
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lodges than any on the river above; one story of which 
is sunk under ground a"1d lined with flag mats: The 
upper part about 4 feet above ground is covered over 
with cedar bark, and they are tolerably comfortable 
houses. 

Friday 25. We found there were bad rapids in the 
narrows and therefore carried over part of our baggage 
by land, about three quarters of a· mile; and then took 
the canoes over, one at a time. In going over one of 
them filled with water, on account of which· we were 
detained three hours. The rapids continued three or 
four miles, when the river became more placid. At 
night we came to a place where there is a considerable 
quantity of timbe.r on the hills; both oak and pine, and 
encamped at the mouth of a creek on the south side. 
The natives about here are, or pretend to be, very uneasy, 
and say the Indians below will kill us. We purchased 
from. them a quantity of dried pounded fish, which they 
had prepared in that way for sale. They have six.sca.f· 
folds of a great size for the purpose of drying their fish 
on. 

Saturday 26. A fine morning. We hauled up all 
our canoes to dress and repair them, as they had been 
injured in pa<>sing over the portage, round the falls. Some 
hunters went out and killed six deer and some squirrels. 
In the afternoon about 20 of the natives came to our 
camp (among whom were the head chiefs of the two 
villages about the falls,) who had been out hunting when 
we passed down. The Commanding Officers gave medals 
to the chiefs, and some other small articles; and they 
appeared satisfied and some remained with us all night. 

Sunday 27. This was a fine clear morning, but the 
wind blew very hard up the river, and we remained here 
all day. This is the first hunting ground we have had 
for a long time, and some of our men went out. Part of 
the natives remained with us; but we cannot find out to 
what nation they belong. \Ve suppose them to be a band 
of the Flathead nation, as all their heads are compressed 
into the same form; though they, do not speak exactly the 
same languuge, but there is no great difference, and this 

10 
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may be a dialect of the. same. This singular a.nd deform­
ing operation j$ performed in infancy in the following 
manner. A piece of board is placed against the back of 
the head extending from the shoulders· some dista.nce 
above it; another shorter piece extends from the eye 
brows to the top of the first, and they are then bound 
together witll thongs or cords made of skins, so as to 

press back~e forJhead, make the head rise at the top, 
and force it 6Ut above the ears. In the f'Vening our hun­
ters came in arid had killed four deer and some squirrels. 
The wind blew hard all this day. 

Monday 28. Just before day light there was a shower 
of rain; but at sunris:) the morning was fine and clear. 
At 8 o'clock we embarked, went about four miles,~. l:).nd 
halted at a small village of the natives and got some.pogs 
from them. Here we stayed about an hour and prOceed­
ed on again for about a mile, when we were compelled 
0 stop On account of the wind, which blew so hard ahead 
that1Jt~' -.lrl.'re unable to continue our voyage. In the 
courJe ·of the day there were some shower§ of rain. 
In the evening one of the men Wl.ilnt out and killed a 

, fine deer. We were in a good safa harbor and remained 
,. ther3 all night, accompanied by the natives. 

\?:~. 'i;'uesday 2.9. ~e embarke~ early in a _cloudy mo:n­
, ,;1, IHg; pa• h1gh hlllson both s1des of the nver, on whwh 

.,11' thera was pima tim~3r; and some birch on the banks of 
, d1e river. At breakfast time we stopt at a small village 

of tlle nativ:es a.nd purchased some more dogs: then' pro­
ceeded on; passed a number more Indian camps, and a 
high mountain oilS country op. both sides. In the evening 
we discovered a higll mountain to, the south, not moru 
than five miles. off, <:overed with snow. We have here 
still water; and tae breadth _of the river is from three 
"i~S to a mile. We wemt ~3 miles and encamped at 
~ sm.tl village on the n~,s,ide. .. · 
. , esd&y 30. The lllQriMlilg w~ cloudy; the fiver 

we found moolt!the same as yesterday. At 
ped to dille ~· qne of tbe .men wem out 

.a large buck. A num~ of ~ q~t:i~ OQtP.e 
, ~ tl~ oo tl\Q South side;; ._we ,~~A $l:'u~}i 

" ) t 
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river on the north. In the evening we came to the head 
of falls, where there is a large Indian village. On our 
way down we saw a great many swans, geese and ducks; 
and a number of sea otter. There are some small bot­
toms along the river, with cotton wood on them, and on 
the banks of the river some white oak, ash and hazlenut. 
At a distance there are ponds which abound with geese 
and ducks. It rained hard all day, and we came only 
15 miles. 

Thursday 31. The morning was cloudy. We unload­
ed our canoes and took them past the rapids, some part 
of the way by water, and some over rocks 8 or 10 feet 
high .. It was the most fatiguing business we have been 
engaged in for a long time, and we got but two over all· 
day, the distance about a mile, and the fall of the water 
about 25 feet in that distance. 

Friday, November 1, 1805. We had a cool frosty 
morning. We carried do\vn our baggage before break­
fast as we could not go into the water, without uneasiness 
on account of tbe cold. In the forenoon we took down 
the other two canoes. A number of the natives with 
four canoes joined us here .from above. Their canoes 
were loaded with pounded salmon, which they were 
taking down the river to batter for beads and other 
articles. 

Saturday 2. There is ·here a small rapid below the 
falls, where the men had to carry part of the baggage 
across .a portage of .. two miles and a half, while the rest 
took down the canoes. At 12 o'clock we proceeded on 
again; passed a narrow rapid part of the river of about 
eight miles, the hills on both sides are very high, and a 
number of fine springs flowing out of them, some of 
which fall 200 feet perpendicular. The hills are mostly 
solid rocks. On our way we passed two Indian lodges. 
At the. end of eight miles, the river opens to the breadth 
of a mile, with a gentle current. We came 23 miles, 
and encamped at a high peak resembling a to~r on the 
south side. . The country here becomes level, and the 
river broade~. One of the Indian canoes remained with 
uJ and the other three went on.· On ·our way and at 
call,) if w-e kil~~d 17 geese and brants. 

' ·,f, 
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Sunday 3. The morning' was foggy: one of the men 
went out and k.i.lled a fine buck~. At nine we proceeded 
on, but could not see the country we were passing, on 
account of the fog, which was very th1ck till noon wh(m 
it. disappeared, and we had a beautiful day. We at that 
t$he came to the mouth of a river on the south side, a 
quarter of a mile broad, but not more them six or eight 
inches teep, running over a bar of quicksand. At this 
place we dined on venison and goose; and from which 
we can see the high point of a mountain covered with 
snow, in about a southeast direction from us. Our Com­
manding Officers are of opinion· that it is Mouni Hood, 
discovered by a Lieutenant of Vancobver, who was up 
this river 75 miles. The river that falls in here has two 
mouths, through which it drives out a considerable quan­
tity of sand into the Columbi_a. Opposite the lower 
mouth there is a handsome island. At 2 o'clock we pro­
ceeded on, and passed another island. The country on 
both sides appears level and closely timbered: on the 
river the timber is cotton '\Vood, maple a:tad some ash; 
and back from it mostly spruce pine. We made 13 miles 
and encamped on a large island, in which is a large pond 
full of swans, geese and ducks. On our way and here 
w~killed some of eac~ kind. At night, Ca~tain Lewis 
had a small canoe earned over to the pond m order to 
hrmt by moon light, but the' party did not happen to have 
good luck, having killed only~ swan ani! tHree ducks. 

i 

------·----·----·------ --------------- ___ .. _____ _ 
'· _, 

~ ,j; 
:i 
CHAPTER XV. 

'·~ .. :·~ '!)' 
' 'lf6nday 4. A fine ~g. We embarked early; 

two large islandS, and a ,beautiful part of the river, 
· ·:raised the water last hi,ght two feet. >. We went 

miles and came 10 a large I~ian village. 
informed us that in two days wtl'~would come 

""'.>a.m ...... "<h white people in th~d "' .:r~ Illilftans 
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other articles which they got fran; these ships. We got 
some dogs and roots from the natives. The roots are of 
a superior quality to any I had before seen: they are 
called whapto; resemble a potatoe when cooked, and are 
about as big as a hen egg. Game is more plenty here 
than up the river, and one of the men killed a deer this 
n10rning. At this camp of the natives they have 52 
canoes, vvell calculated for riding waves. \Ve proceeded 
on, and passed some handsome islands, and down a beau­
tiful part of the river. We also passed a number of 
Indian lodges; and saw a great many swans, geese, ducks, 
cranes, and gulls. vV e went 28 miles and encamped on 
the north side. In the evening we saw l'dount Rainy 
on thG same side. It is a handsome point of a mountain 
with little or no timber on it, very high, and a considera­
ble distance oif this place. 

Tuesday 5. \Ve embarked very early. Some rain fell 
1 ast night about 2 o'clock, and the morning was cloudy. 
vV e passed several handsome islands, generally near the 
shore, on the one side or the other of the river. 
The country on both side is some1vhat higher than 
what we passed yesterday, and closely covered with 

spruce timber. The bottoms are large, covered with 
cotton wood, maple, and the like kinds of wood. \Ve 
passed a great many Indian camps, their lodges made 
chiefly of poles and cedar baric At noon we stopped 
about an hour at an island, and some of the men went 
out and killed nine brants and a swan. Three of the 
brants were quite white except the points of their wings, 
1.vhich were black. \Ve procP.eded on in the afternoon, 
during which some rain and a little hail fell; went 31 
1niles and encamped on the north side. Here the tide 
rises and falls four feet. 

\Vednesday 6. We set out early in a cloudy morning 
after a disagreeable night of rain. Saw a number of 
the natives, going up and down the river in canoes. Also 
passed some of their lodges. The Indians in this part 
of the country have but few horses, their intercourse 
and business being chiefly by water. The high land 
here have a great deal of new cloth among them, and 
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comes more close on the river in this part. Having gone 
~9 miles we encamped on the south side. 

Thw:sday 7. We set out ,again early in a foggy 
mo~f went about six miles and came to an Indian 
camp,'~~ we got some fresh fish and dogs. The dress 

here is dilfi~rent from that of those up the 
~.~· Qonsists of a long fringe made of soft bark, 

··.·. they tie round the waist, and which comes down 
atmost to their knees; and of a small robe, made out of 
small skins cut into thongs and wove somewhat like 
carpeting. \Ve remained. here about two hours and then 
proceeded on. At this; i\ace the ,river is about three 
miles wide, with a m1n~er of small islo.nds, and the 
country broken. In the. ev(lning we crune to a part of 
the river. where it is five miles broad... \V e went 34 
miles and encamped o~ the south side ~ the mouth of a 
fine spring. 

Friday B. ·we embarked early. The morning was 
cloudy, and there was a hard wiad from the east. We 
wont about five miles and ®lme to a bay 12 or 14 miles 
wide. 'W c had to colj\St round it, as the wind raised the 
>yaves so high we could'. go no other way, '\V e halted and 
dillled at a point on the. north side of the bay whore a 
~mall river comes in. We again proceeded on coasting, 
tiflJ :we came to a point of. land where the bay becomes 
narrower; and the · · Qt'fe salt. The waves here ran 
so high we lie to; and let the tide leave 
pur canoes oo . This point we called Cape 
Swell; and. the••·. Shallow Bay, as there is no 
great d~ili crossing the bay when the tide 
>vas, ot'l~ got sea sick, the swells were 

. manj swans, geese, 
~he whole of this day 

&stance we made, in 
nin.fl, miles; though the 
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the tide came 'fh"~~·~oon. We had no'~ fresh wat.er, 
except what rain we caught by putting out our vessels. 
We remained here all night, and :i\fle rain continued. 

Sunday 10. We had a rainy morning, but the wind 
was. not !!ilb·high as it hrul been yesterday; and we set out 
fro,m Cape Swell, coasred along for eight miles, passed 
~high cliff$ of sandy rocks, and then came a point; 

·:where we found the swells so high,"the wind having 
··risen, that we could not proceed: so we had to return 
back nbout n mile to gzt a safe harbor. Here we dined on 
some pounded s..'llmon, that we had procured- from the 
Indians; and unloaded our canoos. After we had been 
here about two botJr:3, it became more calJ:R and we loaded 
the cano.3s again, but could not get round the point, the 
swalls wzr3 stili so high; w(th.erefore put too at a branch 
of·!fzsh wo.tcr, under high ciitT:3 of r · and unloaded 
again. Ibn w~ had scarcely room . .&etween the 
rocks and WJ.t:r; but we mttd.:J ·shift to do it among some 
drift wood thut had b~en beat urrby the tide. It rained 
hurd all night ll!lll wus very c.ijaagraeable. \Vhile 011 our 
wuy do\vn to day w.z saw-some porpoises, sea otter and n 
gr.:Jat many s.:Jn gulls. Thz water is become very salt • 

. Monday J l. The mornillg \lias very wet and the 
~1.htill blowing. so that we could not proceed; we there­

uilt larg,e fir.:Js and mada our situation as comforta· 
po'lsible, but still bad ~gh, as we , have no tents, 

or covering to,defeiJd us, e~ccpt our blankets and some 
mats w~ got frQ11n too Indians, which we put o11 poles to 
keep off the rain. I~ continued raining and blowing all 
day; and a.t 4 ,o .':.'in the afternoon the tide was so 
high that W3 h e~qm" lodgoo, until it got lower 

< m th:J evening. m~~~ m:m went about 40 perches 
rlv.er a,nd eaugltt 15 fine large fish. 

;.f~. ·A . · wet morning, after a terrible 
rain, hail, t, ddlightning. We•thought 
~e our camp, nd fi. , 0\.!1' c.anoes and load-
wil.~ to keep o.wn~ We went aqout 

a b.Ue from ace, and fixed oursehres 
ootdd, and . ad: pll night. . Tbe);;iJn 

aJ)d lhe nver rema.i.tiW vety. ro~~ 
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_Wednesday 13. This was another disagreeable rainy 
day_,. and we remained at camp being unable to get away. 
At 9 o'clock in the forenoon it became a little more culm 
than usual; and three men took a canoe, which we got 
from the Indians of a kind excellent for riding swells, 
at:d set out to go to the point on the sea shore,.lio uscer­
tam whether there were any white people there, or if 
they were gone. 

Thursday 14. \Ve expected last night to have been 
able to proceed on this morning, but tho rain cominued, 
and the river still remained rough; and we are therefore 
obliged to lie bv. About noon one of the three men who 
had gone in the canoe, returned having broke the lock of 
his gun: but the other two went on by land, us the swells 
ran so high that they could not possibly g::;t the canoe 
along. About the same time some Indians in a canoe 
came up the river, and had stolen a gig from the men; 
but the one we returned got it from them again when he 
came up. In the evening Cttptain Lewis with four men 
started by land to see if any white people were. to: be 
found. The rest remain€£! in camp; an<l the weather 
continued wet, and the most disagreeable I had ever seen. 

Friday 15. This morning the weather appe:lied to 
settle and clear off, but the river remained still rough. 
So we were obliged to continue here until about 1 o'clock, 
when tlw weather became more calm, and we loaded 
and Sl't out from our disagreettble camp; went about three 
miles, when we came to the mouth of the river, where 
it empties into a hamlsome bay. Hera we halted on a 
sand beach, formed a comfortable camp, remained in full 
view of the ocean, at this time more raging 1han pacific. 
One of the two men who first went out came to us here, 
the other had joined Captain Lewis's parry. Lust night 
the Indrans had stolen their arms.and accoutrernents, but 
restored them on the arrival of Captain Lewis and his 
men in the morning. 

Saturday 16. This was a clear morning and the wind 
pretty high. \V e could see the waves, like small moun­
tains, rolling out on the ocean, and pretty bad in the bay. 
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W~ are now at 'fbe end of our voyage, which has been completely accompli-shed acC6rding to the intention 
of the expedition, the object of which was to discover a 
passage by the way of the. Missou~ and C~lumhi_a rive~:3 
to the Pacific oeen.n; notvnthstundmg the ditlicultws, pri­
vations and dangers, which we h:ad to encounter, endure 

''\.a surmount. 
J .f. *' ,~s moming five of the men went out to hunt; and 
' abOut; 3 o'clock all Calj,C in but one. They hnd killed 

two deer, nine brants,' two geese, one crane, and three 
ducks: The day being clear we got all. our baggage 
dried, and in good order; and quietiy res~ until Captain 
Lewis and his party .. should return. 

Sen.day 17. }¥e had a fine,pleasant clear morning, 
and six hunters ~ent out. About noon they all came in ; 
but tbe hunter who remaintl4:1 out last night did not return . 

. ~ had killed two deer and the other men brought them 

. '1il with some brunts and a deer they had killed. About 
the same time Captain Lewis, and his party retun1ed. 
They bad been round the hay, antl seen where white 
people had been in the cou.rse of the sammer: but they 
!la4 all sailed away. C~n Lewis and his party killed 
a d¥r an4some bra.nts. ·"' In the evening the remaining 
h!i$ter crupe.jn an ,killed npot!w'r deer. . 

There are ~t fe Ind" ·Settled down about the 
seashore; their dress is si .;to that of some of those 
above. Th.e women.." kiM of fringa petticoats, 
made of filament& or of ~he white cedar bark 
wrought with a string att-. ~r part, which is tied 
round the waist. These ta.ssets or fringe are of some 
nse as a covering, while the larlies are standing erect and 
the ;vt~her e&J.m~ but fu any otlier position, or when 
• nd blows, their charms have but a PlllCarious 

ber of both sexes keep about our camp; some 
hih'e robes made of muskrat skins sewed together, and 
I saw some ·of loon-skins. Their diet is chiefiy,,fish,&nd! 
roots. · 
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MEMORANDUM. 

Of the computed dlstance in miles to the furtherest point 
· of discovery on the Pacific Ocean, !rom the place 
w~ere the canoes were deposited near the head of the 
M1ssouri,"which from its mouth is 3096 

From the place of deposit to head spring, 24 
To·:first fork of the Sho-sho-ne river, 14 
To first larrre fork down the river, - 18 
To forks dl the roall at mouth of Tour creek 14 
To Fishing creek, after leaving the river, 23 
To Flathead, or Clarke's river at Fi::1h camp, 41 
To the mouth of Travelers-rest erc>ek, 76 
To the foot of the great range of l\Iountains, 

east side, · • 12 
To ditto ditto ditto 

west side. · 130 
To the Flathead vilfage in a plain, 3 
To,.the Koos-koos-ke river,.,"" . - 18 
To,the Canoe camp, at t~ forks; . J 
To. the Ki-moo•ee-D{ilm," · ... - , ou 
~o the Great Columbia, by Lewis's river, - 140 
To the mouth of the Sho-sho-ne, or Snake river, 162 
To the Great Falls of Columbia, 6 
To the Short Narrows, 3 
To the Long ditto 3 
To the mouth of Cataract riYer, north side, 23 
To the Grand Shoot, or Rapids, • 42 
To the Last Rapids, or Strawb2rry island, 6 
To the mouth of Quicksand river, south side, 26 
To Shallow Bay, at salt water, 136 
To Blustry Point, on north side, . 13 
To Point Open-Slope, below encampment, 3 
To Chin-Ook river at bottom of Haley'~ Bay, 12 
To Cape Disappointment on Western ~ 13 
To Capt. Clarke's tour N. W. along (!oast, 10 

miles 4133 

Monday 18. The morning was cloudy. Captain 
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Clarke and ten men went down to Cape Disappointment, 
to get a more full view of the ocean; and three went out 
to hunt. In the course of the day we got some dried 
salmon and roots frdm the natives!~, In the evening our 
hunters came in with a deer, two brants, and. a squirrel, 
a hawk, and a flounder, which the tide had thrown on a 
sand bal'. The Indians still remained with us and Capt. 
Lewis got a specimen of their la'nguage. Those, who 
live about the seashores, and on Rogue's har.bor creek, 
a large creek that comes in on the north side ~· the bay, 
caH themselves the Chin-ook nation. 

Tuesday 19. W c had a cloudy, rainy morning; but 
some of th8 hunters went out. About 1 o'clock the 
natives, who had, b8en with us some time, went away; 
and at four anothe.r party of the s~me nittion came, and 
encamped close by u~. They cop.sisted of 15 men and 
one squaw. The dress of tiH> sqtiaw was the same with 
those of t1ie others. Several of tlw men have robes 
made of brant skins: one of them had a hat made of the 
bark of white cedar and bcnrgrass, very handsomely 
wrought and water proof. One of our par1y purchased 
it for an old razor. Ollrhuntors killed three dcer.to day. 

vVedncsday QO. \Ve had a fine clear morning; the 
Indians remained at our camp; and Captain Lewis gave 
one of them a medal, asYhe ranked as f~ chief in the 
~a:tion. One of the men went .out to J:wnt fn the morn· 
i~~and ~n a .short ti11~0 killed two deer. 'This day col!-· 
tmuer~ clear \nd pl.Mt• t~lroughout. At 4 o'dock m 
the afternoon • Captain Chrrke and his party returned to 
e~mp, and .had killed a dehr and some bra~ns, The)" 
had been about 10 rniles north of the cape, and found 
the country along the seashore level, with spruce-pine 
timber, and some prairies, and pbnds of W!l;tcr. They 
killed a remarkably large Buzzard, of a speC'ies different 
~r?many I had seen. It was ninefeet across the wings, 
~.~ three feet 10 inches fromthe b,~ll .;o th:e ttj.il.• Th0y 

IM pumice stones, wrHic~ ~f1ad bee[). .t}1r0'1Vn out 
waves, of ./l quality supetiot·"~q those oo the Mis­

sow:;ril a1s:o a nurn'ber of shells of different kinds. 
l'~l;'l!'day ~1}. A cloudy morning. About 8 a'cl~~k 

~ ' 
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all the natives left us. The wind blew so violent to day 
and the waves ran so high, that we could not set out o~ 
our return, which is our intention to do as soon as the 
weather and water will permit. The season being so far 
advanced, we wish to establish our winter quarters as 
soon as possible. One of the natives here had a robe 
of sea-otter skins, of the finest fur I ever saw; which 
the Commanding Officers wanted very much, and offer­
ed two blankets for it, which the owner refused, and 
said he would not take five. He wanted beads of a blue 
color, of which we had none, but some that were on a 
belt belonging to our interpreter's squaw; so they gave 
him the belt for the skins. In the evening more of the 
natives came to our camp, and the night was very wet 
and disagreeable. 

Friday 22. This was a rainy and stormy morning; 
and wo were not yet able to set out: the wind,blew very 
hard from the south, and the river was rougher than it 
has been since we came heire. At noon the tide was 
higher than common, and one if our canoes got among 
some logs, and was split. The rain and v.~ continued 
all dav violent. 

Sat~u·day 23. The weather was somewllill:t cloudy but 
n1ore calm. Some. of the men went out to hunt and 
some to mend the canoe \Vhich had been split in the 
storm yesterday. The .natives s1#ll stay with us, and 
have a few roots and berries to subsist on at present; but 
I cannot conjecture how they live during the winter. 
They have no moccasons or leggins of any kind; afid 
scarce any oth'l!r covering than the small robes, w~ich 
were memioned before. 

In the afternoon 10 of the Clat-sop nation, that live 
on the south side of the river came over to our camp. 
These are also naked, except the small robes which 
hardly covers their shoulders. One of these men had 
the reddest hair I ever c;aw, and a fair skin much freckled. 
In the evening our hunters carne in, and had killed three 
deer, eight brunts and 12 duc*s. In the evening the 
weather cleared and we had a fine night. 

Sunday 24. The morning was fine with some white 
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· frost. As this was a fine clear day, it was thought pro· 
per to remain.·here in order to take sqme observations, 
which the bad wea~er ha,d before rendered h'Qpossible. 
The latitude,of this bay was found to be 46"'19: 11. 7. 
north i* and at our camp at the heq.d of t!J,e bay the river 
is thfee miles and 660 yards w;ide. The natives stayed 
with us alt day. At night the p.arty were consulted by 
the Commal)ding OI.Iicers, as to the place most proper 
for' winter quarters; and the mo~t of rhem were of opin· 
ion, that it would be best, in the firsit place, to go over to 
the south side of the river, and ascertains. whether good 
hunting ground could be found ther~ •.. Should that be 
the case, it would be more eligU.>l~ ,plaa~ than higher up 
the river, on account of aetti'llg salt, a.'s that is a very 
scarce at:ticle with·'us. ,, 

Monday 25. The m<lln~qg .. was pleasant, though 
cloudy, with a white frost. "Jre loaded our canoes and 
proceeded on: went about nine miles and made an 
attempt to cross the river, but failed; we therefore kept 
up the north side, round Shallow-bay, and epcamped 
about four niJes above it. . 

Tuesday 26. The morning of this day was cloudy 
and wet; buu we set out early, went about a mile and 
\hen crossed the river; passing in our way s~vetal islands. 

ed,iatel.Y after·: we crossed we ca.mt'l to a small village 
e ng.uv~1 allli ~ecured a :t@w roots, called Wapto, 
, ~M~ ilili),d· W~ proceede~ on, co~sting down the 

:il.~~ ~ tlte 1eoutll ·aide. The.,whole of the day was 
~4 unpleasant, and in ~:e evenini· we encamped 

night. • "" . 
esday 2'7. . We set but ~~rly in a wet xnorning; 

'•lJeo•!lra.nhe,re have st11fed ~t the do!l!lmbia en,j;jrs the ocean. 
north. The d.er6nce is tht~rcfore only one " 
· and 7 ten~ . The.longlt'!lld& by n:lstake they 
34 west; but whieh.w',~ast lop.gitude, leaving 

west lmlgitude. . ar\'fv~ at~~ QCea1,1. 
43.'br so 4. 3 e moll&. 'Of the Colum• 

128" '2 . esC'oi' 111111 ttl.p«fu of the 
W!JllR!lE>W the ~J:t61'8.l 60. of. the W~n eoast 

to which the ~Vel' and gl;N't ~ oj the 
!U'e n~ly parallel. ; · .., · ' , 7 • 
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coasted round, and turned a sharp cape about a mile; 
when we found the swells running so high that we had 
to halt, unload our canoes and haul them out on shore. 
Here we remained the afternoon and had .a very we1 
night. · 

Thursday 28. "r e had a wet windy morning; some 
of the hunters went out, but had no luck. It rained all 
day; and we had here no {resh water, hut what was taken 
out of the canoes as the rain fell. 

Friday ~9. The weather continues cloudy and wet. 
Captain Lewis with four men, started to go down and 
examine whether there is good hunting, and whether 
we can ·winter near the salt water. Some of the hunters 
went out and in the eYening returned without killing any 
ga.me, which appears scarce. The hunting is also dffi­
cult, the country being full of thickets and fallen timber. 
There was some showers of rain and hail during the 
day. 

Saturday 30.. This was a fair day; and some hunters 
went around the cape and killed two or three ducks. 
Th.is is all the supply of fresh provisions, t~t we have 
had since we have been at this camp. We live almost 
nltog8ther on pounded salmon. The whole of the day 
was fair, plemmnt, a1ld warm for the Sflason. 

Sunday December 1, 1305. The whole of tl~is day 
was cloudy. Some of the hunters wem out but had not 
the fortune to kill anx thing, not even a duek. 

Monday. 2. The. day was again cloudy and wet. 
Some of the hunters went out in the morning; and in 
the afternoon on~;~t of them came in, after killing a fine 
elk. A party of the men went out to bring in the meat, 
which is a very seasonable supply, a number complain­
ing of the bad effects of the fish diet. Neither the hun-
ters nor th<:: men, who went for the meat returned. In ., 
the evening the weather became clear, and we had a 
fine night. 

Tuesday 3. The morning was foggy. About 9 
o'clock the men came in with the meat of the elk. 
They had a disagreeable trip, ~~. pfqing dark before they 
arrived at the place where the elk had been killed: and 
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the darkness, fallon timber and underbrush prevented 
their return; so ,that they had to encamp out all night. 
Six of the natives carne to onr camp, the tirst who appear­
cU. since QUr arrival, and after Staying an hour proceeded 
down the river. The greatur part of tho day was fair, 
but in tho evening it clouded over and rained ngain. At 
dark our other two hunters carne in, and had killed six 
elk some distance from the river. 

\Vednesday 4. We bad a clowly rainy morning. 
The river was so rough, wo cou'Jct not sot out with tho 
canoes, and six or seven men wnro s<mt to tlrcsi'i the olk 
that had been killed t1.nd uake care of the meut. '.!.'he 
rain continued aU duy'it' 

Thursday 5. Again '1\(e had a wet F>tormy day, RO 

the men were unable to proceed with the cmtoeA• Ab(JUt 
11 o'clock Captain Lewis and thwo of 'his party eanw 
back to'\amp; tho other two wero lnft to tab: care of 
some meat they had killed. Tlwy havu f"nll!Hl a plaeo 
about 15 miles from this earnp, up a swall ri vr~r· whi<'h 
puts into a largo bay on tlw Routh ~iclu of tho Columbia, 
that will answer very well for winu·r quarter,;, al'l game 
is very plenty, whidt iH tho main olJj<:ct with u;;; rtlHl wo 
intend to move there aH soon ai'i eirclmts!anel:H will 
admit. Thoro is moro wet woath<~r on thiH coast, than 
I ever knew in any other plac:o; during a month wo have 
had but three fair days; atHl' there is no prospcet of a 
change. 

Friday 6. \V e had another wet morning, and were 
not able to set out. At noon~ it mined very hanl, nn<l 
the tide flowed so high, that in some tmrt of our camp 
the water was a foot deep: we had therefore to remove 
to higher ground. In the aftcrnCfon it still eominued to 
rain hard. 

Saturday 7. About 12 last night tho rain ceased and 
we had a fine clear morning. We p0;t our canoes into 
the water, loaded them, and started for our intended 
wintering place. We coa'lilted down the south side about 
a mile, and then met with the six men, who had gone 
for meat. They had brought four of tho skins but no 
mea;t; the distance being great and the vreathcr very bad. 
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The swells being two high here to land, we went two 
miles further and took the men in. We then proceeded 
round the bay until we came to the mouth of a river 
about 100 yards broad, which we went up about two 
miles to the place fixed upon for winter quarters, unloaded 
our c:u1oes, and carried our baggage about 200 yards 
to a spring, where we encamped. 

Sunday 8. \Ve had a fine morning with some white 
frost. Captain Clarke with five men set out to go to the 
ocean, and myself with eleven rnore to bring in the 
meat, which the two men left by Captain Lewis were 
taking care of. ·w c wr'n t up the small river in our 
canoes about two miles, them up a branch of it on tho west 
side 1'\vo miles, then by land about two miles more, where 
we found the men and tlw meat, of which we all carried 
two large loads to our canoes, and proceeded jown to 
camp. In tho evening it began to rain again: The 
eournry towards the south is mountainous at some dis­
tance off; and thoro is some snow on the.mountains. 
Ncar our earnp, tho country is closely tirifbered with 
spmee-pine, tho soil rich, but not deep; and there are 
numerous springs of running water. 

l\fonday 9. The ~norning was cloudy and wet. A 
se1:jeant and eight men were sent to bring in tho remain­
der of the meat wo left yesterday; some were employed 
in making our eamp eomfortublo, and others in clearing 
a place for huts and a small fort. In the evening some 

,of the natives came to our camp, the first we have seen 
!()r some days. It eontinued cloudy and wet all day. 

Tuesday 10. \Vc had another wet cloudy morning, 
and all hands were employed at work noi-withstanding 
the;rain. About 2 o'clock Captain Clarke and three of 
his>party returned to camp; the other two remained out 
to hunt. The;y found the ocean to be about seven miles 
from our camp; for four miles the land high and closely 
timbered: the remainder prairie out with some streams 
of water. They killed an elk and saw about 50 in one 
gang. They also saw three lodges of Indians on the 
seashore. The natives which were at our camp, went 

11 
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away this' morning afte"" recei,ving some presents, In 
the evening we laid the foundatwn of our huts. 

W eunesday 11. This day. w~s also cloudy and wet; 
but we continued at our hut bUJldmg. 

Thursday 12. This morning was cloudy without ruin. 
In the forenoon we finished three rooms of our cabins, 
all but the covering; which I expect will be a difficult 
part of the business, as we have not yet found any tim­
ber which splits well; two men went out to make some 
board:>, if possible, for our roofs. About 3 o'clock in 
the afwrnoon a number of the natives from the seashore 
came to our camp, and remairwd all night. Some rain 
tell in the evening. . 

Friday 13. We had a cloudy, hut fine mormng; and 
all hand:> were engaged at work. The party of Indians 
who came yesterday went away, and another par.ty came 
about the n;iddle of the day. 'rw.o hunters came in, and 
had killed 18 elk, not more than four miles distant. 
Tlw day continued cloudy and some rain fell in the 
evenin:r. 

Sat:.1~day t4. The two hunters that had killed the elk, 
went back with two other men to take care of the mcaf. 
In the com·.>e of the day a good deal of rain fell; the 
weather hera still continues war.m, and there has been 
no freezing except Q little white frost. In the afternoon 
the savages all went away. \Ve completed the building 
of our huts, seven in number, all but the covcrin~, which 
I now find will not he so difficult as I cxpccte<i; as we 
have Jouwl a kind of timber in plenty, which splits freely 
and makes the finest puncheons I have ever seen. They 
can be split 10 feet long and two broad, not more than 
an inch and a half thick. 

Sunday 15. The morning was cloudy. Captain 
Clarke with 16 of the party started to bring in the meat 
the four men were taking care of; myself and two others 
wert3 emp~oye~ in fixing and finishing the quarters of the 
Commandmg Offbars, and two more preparing puncheons 
for covering the h~rs. Some lig~t showers fell during 
the day; and at mght three lndrans came to our camp, 
and brought us two large salmon. 
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Monday 16. This was a wet morning with high wind. 
About eight Captain: Clarke and 15 men came in loaded 
with meat; they left a canoe with seven men to bring in 
the. remainder. They had a very bad night, as the 
weather was stormy and a great deal of rain fell. Ncit:; 

, withstanding this, a sergeant and four men, who had got 
lost, l.ay out all night without fire. As soon as they 
arrived all hands were set to carrying up the meat, and 
putting it in a house we had prepared for the purpose. 
The whole of the day was stormy and wet. 

Tuesday t 7. This was another cloudy day, with 
some light showers of rain and hail. About 11 o'clock 
t,l;te seven men came with the canoe and the remainder 
df the. meat. We still continued working at our huts. 

W ~nesday 18. Snow fell last night about an inch 
deep, 'and the morning was stormy. In the middle of 
the day the weather became clear, and we had a fine 
afternoon. 

Thursday 19. This wa.':! a fine clear cow morning, 
and wo expected to have some fair pleasant weather, but 
at noon it became cloudy again and began to rain. 

Friday 20. The morning was cloudy and wet. We 
collected all the puncheons or slabs we had made, and 
some which we got from some Indian huts up 'the bay,. 
but found we had not enough to cover all our huts. 
About 10 o'clock the weather became clear; but before 
~ght it rained as fast as before. From this day to the 
~5th we had occasionally rain and high winds, but the 
weather still continued warm. On the evening of the 
24th we got all our huts covered and daubed. 

Wednesday 25. Was another cloudy wet day. This 
morn· we left our oamp and moved into our huts. At 

all the men paraded and fired a round of small 
i!lhing the Commanding Officers a merry Christ­

mas. In the course of the day Captain Lewis and Capt. 
Clarke collected what tobacco remained and divided it 
lilmong those who used tobacco as a Christmas-gift, to 
tS.e others they gave handkerchiefs in lieu of it- We 
~ no spirituous liquors to elevate our spirits this Christ­
~; but of this we had but little need, as we wen~ all in 
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very good health. Our living is not very good; meat is 
plenty, but of an ordinary quality, as the elk are poor in 
this part of the country. vV c have no kind of provi­
sions but meat, and we are ·without salt to season that. 

The 26th, gz7th and 28th, were cloudy with rain. vVe 
found our huts smoked; there being no chimnies in them 
except in the officers' rooms. The men were therefore 
employed, except some hunters who went out, in making 
chimnies to the huts. In the evening of the 27th we 
were informed that a large fish, answering to the descrip· 
tion of a whale, was driven upon shore. In the forenoon 
nf the 28th six men started for the seashore to make salt. 
as we have none in the fort. Two hunters returned; 
havino- killed a deer, and three \Vent out to hunt. 
Sm~day 29. This was a cloudy morning; but a fair 

dav succeeded; and three more hunters went out. In 
th~ afternoon seYcral of the Chin-ook nation came to 
our fort >vith \Vapto root ami dried salmon to trade. vV e 
purchased some Ji·om them and found the supply season­
able as our meat on hand is somewhat spoiled. The 
men about the fort arc engaged in fi.ni.shing our small 
fortification. 

Monday 30. Heavy showers of rain ii~ll last nic:rht, 
but the morning was lair, and we had fiome sunsh~1e, 
which happens very seldom; l;ght shov,;ers of rain fell 
during the day. About 2 o'clock the three hunters that 
first ·went out came in; and had killed four elk. SeYen 
men went out immediately and brought them imo the 
fort safe, which was a pleasing~ sight, the meat we had on 
hand beiug spoiled. This evening we completely finish­
ed our fortificatwn. 

Tuesday 31. Another cloudy morning. Some more 
of the natives carne to trade with \Vapto roots anc.l 
salmon: the first party had gone otf in the morning\1 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Wednesday, January 1, 1806. The year commen­
ced with a wet day; but the weather still continues warm; 
and the ticks, flies and other insects are in abundance, 
which appears to us very extraordinary at this season of 
the year, in a lititudc so far north. Two hunters went 
out this morning. We gave our Fortification the name 
of Fort Clatsop. In the evening our two hunters, that 
went out this morning, returned and had killed two ~rge 
elk about three miles fi·om tho Fort. 

Thursday 2. This also was a cloudy wet day. Four· 
teen men went out in the morning and brought the meat 
of the elk into the Fort. 

Friday 3. The weather is still cloudy and wet. I 
set out this morning with one of the men to go to the 
salt works, to see what progress those engaged in that 
business had made; and why some of them had not 
returned, as they had been expected for some time. "\<Ve 
proceeded along a dividing ridge, expecting to puss the 
heads of some creeks, which intervened. \Ve traveled 
all day and could see no game; and the rain still contin­
Qn. In the evening we arrived at a place where two of 
the men had killed an elk sometime ago. Here we 
.stru>ek up a fire, supped on the marrow bones and 
remained all night. 

Saturday 4. The morning was wet; but we proceed­
ed on, and passed the head of a creek which we supposed 
Wll,S the last on our rout to the salt works. Immediately 
after ~a~ing the creek, the man with me killed an elk; 
when ·we halted and took breakfast of it, and then went 
on. ":yVe got into low ground, passed through a marsh 
abou,~·half a mile in breadth, where the water was knee 
deep; then got into a beautiful prairie about five miles 
wide, and which runs along the seashore about 30 miles 
from Point Adams on the south side of Hayley's Bay, 
ih·:nearly a southwest course and ends at a high point of 
tt•· m~untain, called Clarke's view on the sea shore. 
rili!:liitough this plain or prairie runs another creek, or small 



166 JOURNAL OF LEWIS AND CLARKE 

river which we could not pass without some craft: so we 
encamped on the creek and supped on the elk's tongue, 
which we had brought with us. 

Sunday 5. This was a very wet day. We killed a 
squirrel and eat it; made a raft to cross the creek; but 
when it was tried we found it would carry only one per­
son at a time; the man with me was therefore sent over 
first, who thought he could shove the raft across again; 
but when we attempted, it only went half way: so that 
there was one of us on each side and the raft in the mid­
dle. I, however notwithstanding the cold, stript and 
swam to the raft, brought it over and then crossed on it 
in safety; when we pursued our journey, and in a short 
time came to some Indian camps on the sea shore. The 
rain and wind continued so violent that we agreed to stay 
at these camps ali night. 

Monday 6. We had a fair morning and the weather 
cleared up, after two months of rain, except four days. 
\Ve therefore set out from those lodges; passed the mouth 
of a considerable river; went about two miles up the 
shore, and found our salt makers at work. Two of their 
detachment had set out for the fort on the ifth and the 
man that had come with me and two more went to hunt. 

Tuesday 7. Another fine day. About noon Captain 
Clarke with 14 men came to the salt-makers camp, in 
their way to the place where the large fish had been dri­
ven on shore, some distance beyond this camp. The 
Indians about our fort had procured a considerable quan­
tity of the meat, which we found very good. The 8th 
was a fine day and I remained at camp. The 9th was 
also fair and pleasant; and about noon Captain Clarke 
and his party retumed here; the distance being about 17 
miles. Thev found the skeleton of the whale which 
measured 105 feet in length and the head 12. The 
natives had taken all the meat off its bones, by scalding 
and other means, for the purpose of trade. The Indians, 

' who live up there are of another nation, and call them­
selves the Callemex nation. They are a ferocious 
nation: one of them was going to kill one of our men, 
for his blanket; but was prevented by a squaw of the 
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Chinook nation, who lives among them, and who raised 
an alarm. There is a small river comes into the sea at 
that place. Captain Clarke and his party remained at the 
camp all night, dL1ringwhich some rain fell. 

Friday '10. The morning was fine and Captain Clarke 
and his party started, and I remained at this camp to 
wait the return of the man who had come with me and 
·who was out:hunting. The '11th was also pleasant, and 
I proceeded with a party for the fort; where about 9 
o'clock we arrived the next day. Two hunters had gone 
out from the fort in the morning, and killed seven elk 
about two miles from it. 

Monday 13. Tho weather changed and we had a 
cloudy wet day; and all the hands, who could be spared 
were engaged in bringing the meat of the elk, killed yes­
'terday to camp. 

Tuesday '14. The morning was pleasant; and two 
men were sent to tho saJ. t wotks to assist in making salt. 
'The rest of our people were 0mployed in drying and 
taking care of the meat; and in dressing elk skins for 
moccasons, which is a laborious business, but we have no 
alternative in this part of the country. 

The 15th and •16th were both wet throughout, and the 
men employed as on the 14-th. In the morning of the 
'17th there were some clouds; but about 10 o'clock rhey 
disappeared and we had a fine day. About the same time 
eight of the natives of 1~10 Clatsop nation came to our 
fort, and stayed till the evening. A hunter went out in 
the morning and killed a deer. 

Saturday 18. Last night was very dark; and early in 
it rain came on and continued all night. This day is also 
wet. Some of the natives visited us and went away in 
the evening. 

Sunday 19. Four hunters went out this morning, 
which was fair with flying clouds; but in the evening it 
began to rain again. We had another visit from some of 
the natives. 

Monday 20. It rained hard all day. Some of the 
natives again came to see us, whom we suffered, con­
trary to {)U:r usual ,pr.acti.<:~ '10 cemain in the fort all night; 



168 JOURNAL OF LEWIS AND CLARKE 

the evening was so wet and stormy. It also rained on 
the 21st and 22nd. Our hunters l'itled three elk. On 
my way with a party- to bring in the meat of these, I 
saw some amazingly large trees of the fur kind; they are 
from 12 to 15 feet in diameter. 

Thursday 23. We had a fine clear cool morning, 
and two men were sent on to the salt works. The day 
continued pleasant until about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, 
when the weather became cloudy, and it begau to rain. 

Friday 24. At daylight some snow fell, aud there 
were several snow Rhowers during the day. In tho 
afternoon two of our hunters and some of the natives 
came to the fort in an Indian canoe with the meat of two 
deer and an elk they had killed. The Indian,; were 
barefooted notwithsuu~ding the snow on the ground;, and 
the evening was so bad we permitted them to stuy in the 
fort all night. 

Saturd<~.;, ~5. The morning was cloudy and &ome 
showers of sno"\\. fell in the course of the day; and in 
the night ir ft,ll 10 the depth of eight inches. On the 
26th there were some lJght shower.; during tlw day; but 
in the evening the weather cleared up, and it b('g·an to 
freeze hard. This is the first Creczicg weather of any 
consequence we have had during the winter. 

Monday 27. This was a clear cold frosty morning; 
and the snow about nine inches deep. \\here the suu 
shone on it during the day. a considerable quanlity of it 
melted; but these p~aces were few, as the whole face of 
the country near this is closely covered with fir timber. 
In the afternoon a hunter came in and informed us that 
the parry he had b:;en wit:l had killed 10 elk. 

Tuesday 28. A clear cold morning, and tho weather 
continued cold all day. About half of our men were 
employed bringing h~me meat; and it was found a very 
cold uncomfonabie business. The two men who lately 
Well! to the salt works rc:turned with a small supply. 

Wednesday 29. vVe haLl a cold clqar morning; and 
the day continued clear throughout. On the 30th the 
weather was cloudy; and not so cold as the day before· 
and some snow fell. ' 
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Friday 31. This was a clear colJ morning. Seven 
of us went up the small river in a canoe to hunt; but after 
we had gone a mile, we were stopped by the ice and had 
to return to the fort. One of the men at the salt works 
had been out hunting, and killed an elk; and called at the 
fort for men to assist him in taking the meat to their camp. 

Saturday, February 1, .1806. We had a fine clear 
cold morning. A number of the men went out to bring 
meat to the f()rt, and to take some to the salt works. 

Suurlay 2. The morning was pleasant and the weather 
more moderate. About the middle of the clay it began 
to thaw aml in the evening to rain. Some of our men 
were l'ngagcu to day bringing in more meat. 

Monday 3. Sorne light showers of rain fell in the 
course of last night; and this dav is still somewhat wet 
and eloudy. One of our hunters came in, who had 
killed seven dk, and returned with a party anu a canoe 
to bring in the meat. W c are fortunate in getting as 
much meat us we cua eat; but we have no other kind of 
provisions. 

Tuesday 4. This was a fine clear morning. Last 
night the men, who had gone to carry the meat to the 
salt works, returned and brought us a bushel of salt. 
This day continued throughout clear and pleasnnt; and 
the 5th was a clear cold day. One of our hunters came 
in, who had killed six elk. 

Thursday G. We had a cool fair morning. Ten of 
us started with canoes to bring in the meat of the elk, 
killed yesterday; and had to encamp out all night but 
with the assistance of the elk skins and our blankets, we 
lodged pretty comfortable, though the snow was four or 
ftve inches deep. 

Friday 7. The morning was fair, and all hands enga­
ged bringing in the rncat; we got some to the fort; but 
wyself and part of the men had again to encamp out. 
It rained hard and we had a disagreeable night. 

Saturday 8. About noon there were showers of rain 
and hail. Some of the hunters killed four more elk and 
we got all the meat safe to camp in the evening. 

Sunday 9. "\Ve had a fine morning; but in the course 
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of the day we had sometimes sunshine, and sometimes 
showers of rain. One of our hunters caught a beaver. 

Monday 10. A light snow fell last night, and the 
morning was pleasant. In the afternoon two men came 
from the salt >vorks, with information that two others 
were sick and a third had cut his knee so badly he could 
scarcely walk. 

Tuesday 11. This was a fine morning. A sergeant 
and six men were sent to bring the sick men to the fort. 
At the same time myself and two men went out to hum, 
and remained out to the 17th during which time there 
was a great deal of heavy rain, and the weather changea­
ble and disagreeable. While we were out we killed 
eight elk. During one of the most disagreeable nights, 
myself and another lav out in our shirts and overalls. 
with only one elk skin ·to defend us from a violent night'~ 
rain. \Ve had started a gang of elk, and in order to be 
light in the pursuit left our clothes where the first was 
killed, and could not get back before dark. Our shirts 
and overalls being all of leather made it the more disa­
greeable . 

.Monday 17. The day was stormy; we set out for the 
fort and arrived there in the afternoon. \V e found the 
sick men at the fort, and still very had. One of the 
men brought word from the salt works, that they had 
made about four bushels of salt; and the Commanding 
Officers thought that would be sufficient to serve the 
party, until we should arrive at the Missouri where there 
is some deposited. 

Tuesday 18. The morning of this day was cloudy. 
A sergeant and six men set out to go to the salt works, to 
brmg the salt and kettles to the fort. At the same time I 
starred with 10 more to bring in meat; but the weather 
was so stormy we could not get round the bay, and we 
all returned to the fort. 

Wednesday 19. We were employed m bringing in 
meat, and the sergeant and seven men again set out for 
the salt works by land, to bring the salt and kettles to the 
fort. The day was very wet and stormy. 

Thursday 20. This was a cloudy morning. A num-
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her of the Chinook Indians came to the fort with hats to 
trade. They are ma.Ce of the cedar bark and silk grass, 
look handsome and keep out the rain. But little rain fell 
to day, and in the evening we. turned out the natives as 
usual, and they all went home. 

Friday 21. About 1 o'clock, our salt makers came 
home, with the salt and baggage. They had a very 
unpleasant day, as it rained hard during the whole ofit. 

Saturday 22. This was a fine clear day; und some of 
the natives again visited us, and brought some hats which 
we purchased at a moderate price. The 23d was also 
clear and pleasant; but the morning of the 24th was 
cloudy, and at 10 o'clock it began to rain hard. About 
noon a number of the natives came to the fort to trade. 
The rain continued with high stormy wind; and we 
suffered the Indians to remain in the fort all night. 

Tuesday 25. The rain continued and the weather 
was stormy. About 10 o'clock the natives went away. 
though it continued to rain very fast. They brought us 
yesterday a number of small fish, of a very excellent 
kind, resembling a herring, and about half the size. 

Wednesday 26. We had a fair morning; sollle of the 
hunters went out, as our store of provisions was. getting 
small, and three men went in search of.. these small fish, 
which we had found very good eating. The 27th was a 
cloudy wet day. Three of our hunters came in, and had 
killed an elk. 

Frid.ay 28. This was a foggy morning, and the fore­
noon cloudy. A sergeant and six men went out to bring 
in the meat, and returned about noon. The greater part 
of this day was fair and pleasant; and in the evening 
three hunterS came in, and had killed five elk. 
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CHAPTER XVlll. 

Saturday, March 1, 1806. ·we had a cloudy wet 
morning. I set out with eight men andfo~r hunter~ to 
bring the meat of the elk that had been::klll~d, whiCh 
was at a greater distance from the fort thi:U any we .had 
yet brought in. There is a large river that fi.ows mto 
the southeast part of Hailey's Bay; upon whrch about 
20 miles from its mouth, our hunters discovered falls, 
which had about 60 feet of a perpendicular pitch. 

Sundav 2. This day was also wet. The fishing 
party re"turned at night, and brought with them some 
thousands of the same kind of small fish, we got from 
the natives a few days ago, and also some sturgeons. 

The Indian name of the river we were up yesterday 
is Kil-hou-a-nak-kle, and that of the small river, which 
passes the fort Ne-tul. 

Monday 3. It rained all this day and the following. 
Our sick men are getting better, but slowly. as they have 
little or no suitable nourishment. 

Wednesday 5. About 12 o'clock last nightt~n.in 
eeajred, and we had a fine morning. A number ,f?f the 
natives visited us; and at night our hunters returned,."hut 
b.ad killed nothing. . ... 

Thursday 6. Our stock of provisions being early 
exhausted, six: men were sent out in &il'e,rent directions 
w·hunt; and three more were sent ~enlleavor to procure 
sO'IIIJe. fish, as. th.e nat~ves t~. , , ~:iift;J.at number of the small 
fish about !0 nules distal¢~ -!he fort by water. '&lme 
men were also employed in r~p.airing the canoes that we 
may be able to set out on cue return imn:teeitately-,•lliftould • 
our hunters be unsuccessful. The elk, almost the only 
game in this part of ~he country, are q,hiefiy'gone tothe 
mounta.ins. This day continued faili' · · ·. 
F~ 7. This was a wet m\JLI.illJF~I4lu 

els'iel! occasionally during the. day. 
dilieulties we now experience the want -&f 
out of 33 persons composing 'our party, 
seven woo do not make use of it: we use 

.. 
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as a substitute. In the evening one of our hunter came 
in and had killed an elk a considerable distance off. 

Saturday 8. Some snow fell last night, and the morn­
ing was stormy and disagreeable. About 9 o'clock 
another of our hunters came in who had killed two elk; 
and after some time the remaining three, having killed 
hut one deer, and lost their canoe. 

Sunday 9. This morning 10 men went out to hum. 
There were some light showers of snow this forenoon, 
but during the greater part of it the sun shone clear and 
warm. ln the afternoon some of the natives came to 
visit us, and brought some of the small fish, which they 
call II!ken. Two hunters came in, in the evening, but 
had not killed any thing. The men sent to fish are still 
absent, owing perhaps to the high swells in the bay. 
The Indians remained in the fim all night. 

On the 10th we had chang:::able weather, with snow 
shower;:;. At noon two mora hunters \Vent out. 

Tuesday 11. The weather was nearly the same as 
yesterday. Three men went across the bay in a canoe 
to hunt. Two mher hunters came in bm have killed 
nothing. At noon our fishermen returned with sorne 
Ulken and sturgeon. The morning of the 12th was 
pleasant; but towards tho evening 1he day became cloudy. 
~\nothcr hunter went out. 

Thursday 13. The morning was fine and two more 
hunter$ went out earlv. About ten the huntr;rs who had 
gone across the bay ;eturned, and halt k.illed two elk and 
two deer. 

I this day took an account of the number of pairs of 
moccasons each man in the party had; and found the 
whole to be 333 pairs. This srock was not provided 
without great labor, as the most of them are made of 
the skins of elk. Each man has also a sufficient quanti­
ty of patch-leather. Some of the men went out to look 
for the lost canoe, and killed two elk. 

Friday 14. 'N e had a fine morning; and four hun­
ters set out early. I went with a party and brought in 
the meat of the two elk which were killed last evening. 
Two hunters, who had gone out yesterday morning 



AS RELATED BY PATRICK GASS. 1'l5 

returned very much fatigued, and had killed nothing but 
a goose and a raven which they eat last night. While 
out to-day I saw a number of musquitoes tiying about. 
I also saw a great quantity of sheep-sorrel growinrr in 
the woods of a very lnrge size. 0 

Saturday 15. This was a fine pleasant morning. 
About noon our hunters came in and had killed four elk. 
A number of the natives came to the fort to day. 

Sunday 16. Last night it became cloudy and began 
to rain; and the rain has continued all day. The Indians 
stayed about tho fort the whole of this day. Yesterday 
while I was absent, getting, our meat home, one of the 
hunters kiiled two vultures, the largest fowls I had ever 
seen. I had never saw any such as these except on the 
ColumlJia river and the sea coast. 

On the 17th it rained occasionally during the whole 
of the day. We got a canoe from tho natives, for which 
we gave an officer's uniform coat. 

Tuesday 18. The weather was much like "that of 
yostorclay, and some hail Jell in the course of the day. 
Some of tho men are repairing the small canoes, and 
making preparations to return up the river,as soon as 
the weather will permit. One of the hunters killed an 
elk. 

The morning of tho 19th was stormy, some hard show­
ers of hail fell and it continued cloudy through the day. 

Thursday 20. The whole of this clay was wet and 
disagreeable. IN o intended to have set out to day on 
our rotum, but the weather was too bad. I made a cal 
culation of the ll\JYnber of elk and deer killed by the 
party from the lst1of Dccombcr 1805, to the 20th of 
March 1806, which gave 131 elk and 20 deer. There 
were a few smaller quadrupeds killed such :w otter and 
beaver; and one raccoon. The meat of some of the elk 
was not brought to tho fort. . ... 

Friday 21. We had a cloudy wet morning. Two 
of the hunters went out this morning; and about. 10 
o'clock we were visited by some of the Clat-sop Indians. 
These and the Chin-ook, Cath-la-mas, Cal-a-rnex and 
Chiltz nations, who inhabit the ~eacoast, all dress in the 
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sumo manner. The men are wholly naked except a 
small robe; the women have only the addition of the 
short petticoat. Their language also is nearly the same; 
and they all observe the same ceremony of depositing 
with the remains of the dead all their property, or placing 
it at their graves. I believe l saw as many as an hun­
dred canoes at one burying·placc of the Chin-ooks, on 
the nonh side of the Columbia, at its entrance into 
Hailey's Bay: and there arc a great many at the bury­
ing-place of every village. These Indians on the coast 
have no horses, and very little property of any kind, 
except their canoes. The women are much inclined to 
vem~ry, and like those on the Jiissouri are sold to pros· 
titution at an easy rate. An old Chin-ook squaw fre­
quently visited our quarters with nino girls which she 
kept as prostitutes. To the honor of the Flatheads, who 
live on the west side of the Rocky Mountains. and extend 
some di.starwe down the Colum.bia, we rnl;St mention 
them as an exception; as they do not exhibit those loose 
feelings of carnal desire, nor appear addicted to the 
eonuuon customs of prostitution: and they arc' the only 
nation on the whole route \\here any thing like chastity 
i:> regarded. In the evening our two hunters returned, 
but had killed nothimr. 

Saturday 22. \\'(~'had a cloudy wet morning. Throe 
hunters wer0 ser<t on ahead to rer;iain at some good hunt­
ing ground until we shoultl all come up; and six others 
1.0 hunt near the f(m. In the evening all these came in, 
except one, without any success. 

Sunday 23. This \Yas a cloudy morning. The hun­
ter who remained out last night, c-anw in o'Urly; and had 
killed an elk. \Ve w·ere employed this afternoon in 
dividing and packing up our loading; and distributing it 
among the canoes, which were five in number, three 
large and two small. At noon we put it on board; and 
m 1 o'clock leftj fort Clatsop. The afternoon was fair; 
we proceeded round Point \Villiam, went about 19 miles, 
and encamped at the mouth of a creek, where we found 
the three hunters, that had been sent on ahead; and who 
had kil!.ed t\VO elk about a mile and a half distant. 
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Monday 24. After a bad night's rest, on account of 
the rain, 15 men went out and brought the meat of the 
two elk to our camp. The morning was fair and after 
breakfast they all embarked, except the men belonging 
to my canoe which t,he tide had left aground. The hun­
ters went on in the small canoe ahead, and I had to wait 
for the rising of the tide. In·about two hours I was able 
to follow the other canoes, and proceeded on about 12 
miles to a villngG of the Cath-la-mas where the rest of 
the party had halted. When I arrived wo all proceeded 
on again, and in the evening encamped at an old village, 
which h'td been vacated. 

Tuesday 25. We set out after breakfast and had a 
fair morning; proceeded on to 12 o'clock, when we 
ngain halted, the wind and tide being both against us. 
"'When tho tide began to rise we wen.t on again, saw some 
of the natives in canoes descending the river, and in the 
afternoon passed an Indian lodge, where one of the men 
purchased an otter skin. At this time the wind rose 
blew very hard accompanied with rain; notwjt~tt\J'i 
we proceeded on till night, when we came iQ>the m~u1fh: 
of a small creek which formed a good harbor fO'r . our 
canoes. Here we found. several of the natives encamped 
and cu,tching sturgeon, of which they had take11 14 large 
ones. 

YV ednesday 26. After a disagreeable night's xain, and 
wind, we continued our voyage. As we passed along I 
saw a great many flowers full blown of different colors; 
and grass and other herbage growing fast: I saw nettles 
two feet high of this s?ring's growth. 

Thursday 27. This wa&a cloudy wet morning. We 
embarked early and wet:lt.~bout six miles, when we came 
to a small Indian village, :where the natives received us 
very kii1dl y. They belong t~> the , Chil-ook nation, and 
differ something in their language {~om the Chin-ooks. 
We got some W apto roots and .fis~ t\lll:)in them and then 
proceeded on, though it rained very hard. Two small 
canoes went on ahead to Deer island, in order to kill 
some g~me by the time we should wme up. We passed 
several Indian lodges where the natives were fishing for 

12 
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sturgeon, and got a large one out of a small canoe; a 
number of which followed us with two Indians in each of 
them. At night we encamped where we had plenty of 
good wood, oak and ash. 

Fnday 28. The morning was cloudy. We set out 
early, and at 10 o'clock came to Deer island; where 
those who had ·gone ahead in the small canoes had 
encamped, and all gone out to hunt except one. In a 
short time a hunter returned with a large deer, and we 

, ' concluded to stay here all day and repair two of our 
canoes, that leaked. It rained at intervals during the 
day. Our hunters came in and had killed seven· deer 
in all. Some of the men went to bring in the. meat, and 
others \Vent out and killed some geese and ducks. At 
the last village we passed I took notice of a difference 
in the dress of the females, from that of those below, 
about the coast and H'tl.iley's Bay. Instead of the short 
petticoat, they have a piece of thin dressed skin tied tight 
round their loins, with a narrow slip coming tip between 
their thighs. On this island thera are a greater number 
of snakes, than I had ever seen in any other place;. they 
appeared almost as, numerous as the blades of grass; 
a1d are a species of Garter snake. \Vhen our men went 
for the deer, they found that the fowls had devoured'four 
of the carcases entirely, except the· bones. So they 
brought in the other two; and we finished our canoes and 
put tl'llbm in the water. The Columbia river is now very 
high, which makes it more difficult to ascend. 

Saturday 29. The morning was pleasant with some 
white frost and we proceeded on early; passed some old 
Indian lodges, and in the afternoon came to a large 
village, where we were received with great kindness, 
and got fish, and wapto roots to eat. Here we bought 
some dogs and waptos, and then went on again, about a 
mile, and encamped. One of the sick men is quite 
'recovered and the other two are getting better. 

Sunday 30. The morning was fair with some dew. 
We set oot early accompanied by several of 
in canoes. The river is very high, 
banks. We passed some villages ;Df 
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Wapto island, which is about 20 miles long and one 
broad, but did not halt at any of them. The natives of 
this country ought to have the credit ofmakingthefinest 
canoes, perhaps in the world, both as to service and 
beauty; and are no less expert in working them. when 
made.* W c had a beautiful day throughout, and in the 
evening. encamped on a handsome prairie in sight of a 
large pond on the north side of the river. 

Monday 31. This was a beautiful clear morning, and 
we proceeded on early. One of the men went along 
shore, and in a short time killed a deer: the deer are 
very plenty on this part of the river. · We proceeded on, 
and passed a large village which was full of people as 
we went down, btit is now all deserted except one lodge. 
In the evening we cume to a smull prairie opposite the 
mouth of Quicksand river, where we encamped. 

Tuesday, April l., 1806. We had a cloudy morning; 
and ;ve agreed to stay here all day, for .the purpose of 
hunting. So nino lnmters set out early; three of whom 
went up Quicks:md river, and killed a deer: the other 
six killed four elk and a deer. In the evening nin·0 of 
us went to bring in the meat of the elk; but it being late 
we were ohliged to encamp out v.ll night. 

\;y" ednesday 2. \Ve returned in the morning to camp; 
and it was agreed to stay here some time longer to hunt 
and dry meat. Therefore three parties went out to hunt. 
Myself an(l four men went below tho. mouth ofl'Samly 
river, and killed an elk, some deer and a black bear. 

Thursday 3. We went out and killed some deer; 
and then to bring in the meat of the bear and dry that of 
the elk; but it ruined so hard we could not dry the meat; 
and therefore brought in the carcase of the bear. On 
our way we saw three small cubs in a den, but the old 
bear was not with them. In tho evening we returnBd to 
our camp, and remained there all night. 

Friday 4. After a cloudy morning., we turned out and 

" "lb.ad imagined that the Canadians, who accompanied me 
we:e~;>l\h(l most expert canoe-men in the world, but they are very 
il'lf&n~r to these people (the natives near the coast) as they them­
l;iel;v:eil acknowledged, in conducting those vessels."-M' KE~ZIE. 
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killed a deer and some geese, and then went to the camp. 
A party that went out on the upper side of Sandy riv:er, 
killed four elk, and some of the men were out drymg 
the meat. 

While I was out hunting, Captain Clarke got informa­
tion that a large river came in on the south side of the 
Columbia, about 40 miles below this place, opposite a 
large island, which had concealed it from our view; and 
went down with six men to view it. He found it to be a 
very large river, 500 yards wide, with several nations of 
Indians living on it; and its source supposed to be near 
the head waters of some of the rivers, which fall into 
the gulph of California. On their return they bought 
some dogs at an Indian village; and last night arrived at 
camp. Four men were sent on ahead this forenoon in 
a canoe to hunt: and I went out with two more to the den 
where we saw the cubs, to watch for the old bear; we 
stayed there until dark and then encamped about a quarter 
of a mile o:tf, and went back early in the morning; but 
the old one was not returned: so we took the cubs and 
returned to camp. 

Saturday 5. The weather was pleasant. There is a 
beautiful prairie and a number of ponds below the mouth 
of Sandy river; and about two miles from the Columbia 
the soil is rich with white cedar timber, which is very 
muchstripped of its bark, the natives making usc of it 
both f'or food and clothing.* A number of the Indians 
visit us daily; and the femallls in general have that leather 
covering round their loins, which is somewhat in the 
form of a truss. 

Sunday 6. ·we had a fme morning with some fog; 
about 10 o'clock we set out; passed a beautiful prairie on 

* Mr. }!'Kenzie also mentions that the western Indians make 
nse of the inner tegument of the baHt of trees for foiDd; and that 
it is generally considered by the more interior Indians as a delica­
cy, rather than an article of common food; that on this and herbs 
the-y are used to sustain themselves on their j ournies. He likewise 
states that of the inner rind of the hemlock, taken off ~ly in 
th-e spring they make a kind of cakes, which they eat with ~on 
&H, a.:ad oJ which they appear very fond. 
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the north side, which we could not sec for tho fog as we 
went down; proceeded on about nine miles and came to 
our hunters' camp. They had killed five elk, so we 
halted, sent out for the moat and began to dry it. We 
are now at the head of the Columbia valley; which is a 
fine valley 70 miles long, abounding with roots.of differ­
ent kinds, which. the natives use for food, especially. the 
W apto roots which they gather out of the ponds. The 
timber is mostly of the i1r kind, with some cherry, dog­
wood, soft maple and ash; and a variety of shrubs which 
bear fruit of a fine flavor, that tho natives make use of 
for food. 

Monday 7. This was a pleasant day, but cloudy. 
Three hunters went on ahead again and the rest of the 
party remained drying moat to subsist on while we passed 
the Columbia plainR, as there is no game in that part of 
tho country, according to the accounts given by the 
natives, who are daily coming down; and say that those 
rernammg in the plains are in a starving condition, il:pd 
will continue so until the salmon brgin to nm, which is 
soon cxpcctocl. We continued here all day; and one of 
our hunters killed a beautiful small bird of the quail 
kind. 

Tuesday 3. This was a flne morning, but the wind 
blew so hard from the northeast that it was impossible 
to go on; and about 3 o'clock the swells ran so high that 
we had to unload our canoes, and haul some of them out 
of the water to prevent their being injured. Some of the 
men arc complaining of rheumatic pains; which are to 
be expected from the wet and cold we suffered last winter, 
during which from the 4th of November 1805 to the 25th 
of March 1306, there were not more than twelve days in 
which it did nOt rain, and of these but six were clear. 
Two hunter~;who had gone out in the morning, returned 
but had kill\')d nothing, except a beautiful small duck. 

' . 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Wednesday 9. The morning was pleasant; we there­
fore loaded our canoes and proceeded on till 11 o'clock 
when we stopped at a. large Indian village on the north 
side; but a number of the huts were unoccupied. They 
are of the Al-e-is nation. At the time we halted three 
canoe loads of them were setting out for the falls to fish. 
We took breakfast here and bought five dogs from them. 
The women all wear the small leather bandage; but are 
quite naked otherwise, except what is covered by the 
small robe they wear round their shoulders.. In the 
afternoon the weather became cloudy and some rain felL 
In the evening we came to a large rnpid at the lower end 
of Strawberry island; where there are a number of 
natiYes about settling on the north side. Here we crossed 
over, after buying two dogs from them, and encamped 
behind the island. Some rain continued falling. 

Thursday 10. A party of men went out to collect 
pitch to repair one of our canoes, which was split, and 
the rest went round the point of the island, and took the 
canoes over the rapid, one at a time, with the assistance 
of a line. When we got over the rapids we crossed to 
another village of the natives on the north side, where I 
saw the skin of a wild sheep, which had fine beautiful 
wool on it. Here we took breakfast and waited the arri­
val of the other canoe, which in about an hour came up; 
and the men which went out for pitch killed three deer. 
'\Ve proceeded on, and the water was so rapid, that we 
had to tow the canoes up by the line almost all the way 
1o the landing at the lower end of the portage, distance of 
about six miles. In passing a bad place the tow-line of 
the small canoe, which the hunters had on ahead, ·broke; 
but fortunately there was nothing in her, as the three 
hunters, were on shore dragging her up, and had taken 
oot all the loading. As she pliSBed by us Captain Lewis 
got some of the natives to bring her to shore; In the 
eveaing we got to the end of the portage, which is about 
two miles. We took our baggage to the top of the hill 
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and remained with it all night; during which some show­
ers of rain fell. 

Friday 11. We had a cloudy morning. All our men, 
who were able set out to take the canoes through the 
grand shoot. About 1 o'clock we got two over; and then 
proceeded to take two more, which we succeeded in after 
great toil and danger; and three hunters went on ahead 
in the least. 

Saturday 12. This morning was wet. We all set out 
to take the other canoe over; but after we had fastened 
the rope to her she swung out into the current, which was 
so strong, that it pulled the rope out of the men's hands 
and went down the river. vVe then went to carry our 
baggage across the portage, which was a very fatiguing 
business; but about sunset we got all over. It rained at 
intervals all day; and upon the very high mountains on 
the south side of the river, snow fell and continued on 
the trees and rocks during the whole of the day. We 
had a number of the natives about us in the day time; 
but they left us at night. We encamped, all excessively 
fatigued, at the upper end of the portage. 

Sunday 13. This was a cloudy morning. Having 
divided the load of the lost canoe among the four that 
were left, we renewed our voyage and passed a large 
deserted village on the north side. Captain Lewis with 
the two small canoes, crossed to the south side, where 
there is a large village inhabited, to endeavor to purchase 
a small canoe or two, as we were very much crowded in 
the four w:e had. Captain Clarke with the two large 
canoes continued on along the northern shore, till we 
passed Crusatte's river, when the wind rose so high we 
could not go on, so we halted and waited for Captain 
Lewis. Two hunters went out about three hours, but 
killed nothing. By this time the wind fell and we went 
on three miles to a better ·harbor, where we halted on the 
north side of the river. Captain Clarke and three men 
went out to hunt; and Captain Lewis having come up 
and crossed over to us, we fixed our camp for the night. 
He got two canoes and three dogs from the inhabitants 
of the large village. They are of the W ey-eh-hoo 
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nation and have twelve lodges here. At dark Captain 
Clarke and the party returned, and had killed two deer. 

Monday 14. The morning was fine with some fog. 
About 9 o'clock our three hunters, who had gone ahead 
and proceeded up Crusatte's river some distance returned, 
having killed four deer. At 10 o'clock we continued our 
voyage, and at one · came to a new settlement of the 
natives on the north side, where we saw some horses, 
the first we have seen since October last. These horses 
appeared in good case. The wind blew hard from the 
southwest and the weather was clear and cool, but there 
has been no frost lately, except on the tops of the high 
hills. \V e stayed here three hours and thei). proceeded 
on; passed several Indian camps, and halted at a small 
creek on the north side, where there are a number of 
Indian lodges. 

Tuesday 15. The morning was fair. The Com· 
manding Officers attempted to purch~e some horses, but 
could not agree with the Indians on the price; so we pro­
ceeded on about four miles to another village, at the 
mouth of Cataract river. Here we got some Shappe-leel, 
. ._kind of bread the natives make of roots, and bake in 
the sun; and which is strong and palatable. Here another 
trial was made to get some horses, but without success; 
and we again proceeded on; passed a place where there 
was a village in good order last fall when we went down; 
but has been lately torn down, and again erected at a 
short distance from the old ground where it formerly 
stood. The reasons of this removal I cannot conjecture, 
unless to avoid the fleas, which are more numerous in 
this country than any insects I ever saw.* About 3 
o•e!ock in the afternoon we came to Rock Camp, where 
we stayed two days as we went down. .Some hunters 
went out in the evening and killed a deer. 

• "We had however the curiosity to visit the houses (of a deser­
iecl village) which were erected upon posts; and we suffered very 
~y ilfllll the indulgence of it; for the floors were covered 
'tritlt ~~ and we were immediately in the same condition, for 
~'lire llad oo remedy but to take. to the water. There was not 
a l!pj!lt Nllllllid tbe houses, free from grass, that was not alive, as it 
~ ~ this wnni:m." M'KENZIE. • 
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Wednesday 16. This was a pleasant day. As we 
did not expect to be able to navigate the Columbia river 
much further, Captain Clarke, with some of the men 
and some goods went over the river to endeavor to pro­
cure some horses. I was out huntii1g this morning and 
killed a rattlesnake among the rocks. Some hunters 
that wont out in the morning returned in the evening and 
had killed two deer, some ducks and four squirrels, three 
of a beautiful speckled kind, and as largo as a common 
grey squirrel, but the tail not so bushy. 

Thursday 17. This was a fine morning. Some 
hunto1·s wont out and we remained at this camp all day; 
in the evening our hunters came in and had killed a deer. 
We made 12 packsaddles. Captain Clarke still remains 
over the river. 

Friday 18. \Vo had fine weather and all set out 
from this place, and proceeded on with great difficulty 
and danger to the foot of the long narrows; and expect to 
be able to take the canoes no further. Here we met one 
of the men from Captain Clarke with four horses. I:p. , 
coming up, one of our small canoes g~t split so that we 
were obliged to carry the load t\vo miles by land to tQ,is 
place. Wood here is very scarce, as the Columbia 
plains have commenced. Several, of the men went up 
to the village with their butralo robes, to dispose of them 
for horses; Could we get but 19! horses we would be able 
to go by land. 

Saturday 19. The morning was cloudy and all hands 
were engaged in carrying the baggage and canoes over 
the portage, which is two m1les in length. Five more 
horses were got in the course of the day. Some light 
showers of rain fell in the afternoon, and about 4 o'clock, 
we got all our baggage and canoes across 'lxcept the two 
large ones, of which we made firewood. At the same 
time Captain Clarke and four men went on ahead to the 
village at the great falls to endeavor to get some more 
horses, by the time we arrive there, a distance of about 
eight miles from this village. In the ev~ning the weath­
er cleared up and we had a fine night. 

Sunday 20. This was a pleasant morning with some 
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white frost. 'Ve got two more horses and -lost one; 
remained here all day and had a great deal of trouble 
with our horses, as they are all studs, and break almost 
every rope we can raise. "\V e had 10' tie them up at 
night, and one broke away notwithstanding all our care 
and attention. 'We have also much trouble with the 
Indians as they are disposf.\d to steal whenever they have 
an opportunity. With all our care they stole four or five 
tomahawks. 

Monday 21. This was another pleasant morning with 
some white frost. "\Ve found the horse, which had 
broke away last night, and made preparations for setting 
out from this place. While we were , making prepara­
tions to start, an Indian stole some iron articles from 
among the men's hands; which so irritated Capt. Lewis. 
that he struck him; which was the first act of the kind, 
that had happened during the expedition. Tl1e Indians 
l}owever did not resent it, otherwise it is probable we 
would have had a skermish with them. This morning 
we disposed of our two canoes and used another for fire­
wood. At 10 o'clock we set out from the first narrows 
with nine horses of our own ~md one we borrowed, and 
two canoes all loaded heavy. I went with ihree other 
men in the canoes, and had some difficulty in passing the 
short narrows. About three in the afternoon we arrived 
at the great falls of Columbia, where we met with Capt. 
Clarke and the men that were with him. Here we got 
another horse; carried our canoes and baggage round the 
falls and halted for dinner. We also got some dogs 
and shapeleel, which we subsist on chiefly at present. We 
halted here two hours and then proceeded on again. 
The party that went by land had to leave the river, and 
1ake out to the hill a part of the way. I crossed with 
my canoe to the south side where there is the best water, 
and passed a !arge rock jsland, opposite to which the 
Sho-sho-ne river flows in from the south. We went on 
:tiUdark, and then run ~ur small canoe amm1g some 
willows, and laid down to sleep. We did not make any 
fire for fear the savages, who are very numerous along 
this ~ of the river, might come and rob us. 
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. Tuesday 22. This was a pleasant morning and high 
wmd. We proceeded on about three miles, when the 
wind became so violent, that we could not proceed any 
further, and halted and unloaded our canoes. Having 
remained here two hours, the other canoe came up, and 
we proceeded on though the wind was high and the river 
rough. At sunset I crossed over, where the party going 
by land came in sight, and halted at a small village on 
the north side; but the other canoe kept on along the 
southern shore. In the course of this day two more 
horses were procured, and at this small village we got 
some more clogs and shap:tleel. 

W ednoscby 23. We had a cloudy morning. I went 
also by wator to day, and we had a very laborious work 
in getting along. ln tho eveni.ng wo met the party at a 
largo village of the Wal-la-waltz nation on the north side 
of the river, where the other canoe had also arrived. 
Here we halted, unloaded tho canoes and encamped. A 
horse had got away last night and could not be found. 

Thursday 2•1. The weather was pleasant. \V e lost 
another horse last night, and were detained here this 
morning, looking for him. \Ve got six horses at this 
place, three of which were borrowed from an Indian 
who was going with his family along with us. IN e sold 
our two small canoes; and at noon an Indian who had 
gone to look for the lost horse returned 'vith him. At 
2 o'clockwe all started by land on the north side of the 
river, accompanied hy several of the natives with their 
families and horses. We entered the low country, the 
great and beautiftll plains of Columbia, and proceeded on 
till evening when we encamped at two mat-lodges of the 
natives, and got two dogs and some shapaleel. The 
natives who were traveling in our party encamped with 
us. 

Friday 25. The morning was pleasant, and we set 
out early. At 10 o'clock we met a great many of the 
natives on horseback, who turned back with us. At noon 
we came to a very large band of the W al-a-waltz nation, 
the most numerous we had seen on the Columbia; I sup­
pose it consisted of 500 persons, men, women, and child-
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dren; and all of them tolerably well clothed with robes 
of the skins of the deer, the ibex or big horned animal 
and buffalo. They have a great many horses and lately 
came to the river to fish for salmon. \Ve halted here 
two hours and then went on. The men in general com­
plain of their feet being sore; and the officers .have to go 
on foot to permit some of them to ride. \V e went 13 
miles and encamped at a small grove of willows. There 
being no other wood for aconsiderable distance. 

Saturday 5!6. Last night Captain Lewis and Capt~in 
Clarke got eaeh a horse, and we set out early, had a fme 
morning, and proceeded on very well, most of the men 
having their knapsacks carried on the horses. At noon 
we halted and took a little of our dried meat, which is 
the only food we have. At 2 o'clock we conti!med our 
journey, and the officers were obliged to go on foot again, 
to let some of the men ride whose feet were very sore. 
The country is level and has a most beautiful appearance. 
On these plains there is a species of clover, as large as 
any I ha\·e seen; and has a large red handsome blossom. 
The leaves are not quite so large as those of the red 
dover cultivated in the Atlantie States, but has seven or 
eight leaves on a branch. \V e were overtaken and pass­
ed by a great number of the natives, with large droves 
of horses, that looked well and are in good order. vV e 
traveled about 25 miles and encamped at a small grove 
of willow. · 

Sunday 27. The morning was cloudy with some 
light showers of rain; and about 9 o'clock we proceeded 
<Jn through the plains, accompanied by a great many of 
the natives. Some light showers of rain fell at intervals 
during the day; and after halting about two hours we 
oontinued our journey to sunset, when we came to a 
large village of mat-lodges, belonging to the W al-la-wal­
Ias, who have encamped here on the north side of the 
river. Here we remained all night, and the natives were 
good enough to supply us with some faggots of brush, 
they ~ad gathered in the plains from sage bushes, which 
grow l!l great abundance on some parts of these plains 
and are very large. 
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Monday 28. The morning was pleasant, and we 
spent it with the Indians, and got dogs, fish, shapaleel 
and roots from them. At 10 o'clock we begun to take 
our horses over the river at this place, as we can lesson 
our journey considerably by crossing: We borrowed 
canoes from the natives, and swam the horses along side, 
and at 2 o'clock in th(l afternoon had them all landed safe, 
after a good deal of trouble. From this place we can 
discover a range of mountains., covered with snow, in a 
southeast direction and about fifty miles distant. In the 
evening the weather was cloudy, and it thundered and 
threateneu rain, a few drops of which fell. We remain· 
ed here all night, and about dark above a hundred of the 
natives came down from the forks to see us. They 
joinerl with those of this place and performed a great 
dance. vV e were a very interesting sight to the sur-

" rounding crowd, as nine-tenths of them had never before 
seen a white maa. 

Tuesday 29. The natives remained about our crunp 
all night; and we bought some dogs and a horse from 
them. Tho day was fair and we got all our baggage 
transported to the south side of the river. Here are a 
great many of the natives encamped on a large creek, 
which comes in from tho south, and those on the north 
siuc are moving over as fast as they can. vV e encrunped 
on the creek, and got three horses, some dogs, shap-a­
lec:l, some roots called com-mas and other small roots, 
which wore good to cat and nourishing. . 

Wednesday 30. This was a cloudy morning, and we 
stayed hero till about 11 o'clock to collect our horses, 
got two more; and have now altogether twenty•thrce 
horses. We then set out from W al-Ia-wal-la river and 
nation; proceeded on about fourteen miles through an 
extensive plain, when we struck a branch of the Wal­
la-wal-la river, and halted for the night. We saw no 
animals or birds of any kind, except t!Wo pheasant, one 
of which Captain Clarke killed. The whole of this 
plain is of a sandy surface and affords but thin grass, 
with some branches of shrubs which resemble sage or 
hyssop. On the south side of this branch the soil is of 
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earth and rich, covered with grass, and very handsome. 
We are still accompanied by several of the natives. 

Thursday, May 1, 1806. Some rain fell during the 
nirrht, and the morning continues cloudy. \Ve set out 
ea~ly and traveled up the branch, which is a fine stream 

·about 20 yards wide, with some cotton-wood, birch and 
willows on its banks. One .of four hunters, who went 
forward verv early this morning, returned at noon with a 
beaver he 11ad killed; other game is scarce. IV e then 
halted to dine, where the road forks, one goi"g up the 
branch an east course, and the other north towards the 
large river. Here our Indians differed in opinion with 
respect tu the best road to be taken. The man with the 
family and gang of horses said he would go across to the 
Great river to-morrow; but we followed the opinion of 
the young man our guide, and proceeded on up the creek. 
\Ve traveled about 25 miles, aml encamped wi1hout any 
of the natives except our guide, who generally keeps 
with the hunters, one of whom killed a deer this evening. 
The higher wa go up tha creek the cotton wood is larger 
and nwre plenty; and the plains be.mtiful. 

Friday 2. A fine morning. Last night about 9 o'clock, 
three of the \1/al-la-wal-las carne up with us, and 
brought a steel trap that had been left at our camp on 
the north side of the Colmnbia, opposite the mouth of 
\Val-la-wal-la river.; perhaps one of the grea.test instances 
of honesty ever known aruong Indians. Some hunters 
went on ahead, and having collected our horses, we 
found one missing; some of the men went to look for 
him, and brought him back. \V e then continued our 
journey up this branch; and saw to our right a range of 
bills covered with timber and snow, not more than ten 
miles dist~nt. \Ve. went fifte~n ~ .. n~4~s.' and encamped on 
the north. fork, the creet. hanng,fn~ked about two miles 
below our enclU:\"l;~ent. The so~th fork is the largest, 

from its ~e,is supposed to ia,sue from those snow 
hills on our r1ght. In the evening our hunters 

us, a?d had killed only one beaver and an otter. 
, 'Indians remained with us all day; and at night 

we set th:ree stool traps, there being a great many beaver 
s.ign:• on this branch. 
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S"'turday 3. \V' e had a wet uncomfortable morning, 
and when the horses were collected one was found mis­
sing, and one of our hunters went back after him, while 
the rest of us contmued our journey. This morning our 
guide and the throe other Indians wont on ahead. \Ve 
continued our route about ten miles, when we struck a 
creek, having left the other entirely to our right; and 
halted. Our hunters came up wnlt the horse. The 
wind was very high this forenoon, and rather cold for the 
season; with some ruin. \Ve continued about two hours 
and cat the last of our dried meat; and are altogether 
without other provisions, as our stock of dogs is exhaust­
ed, and we can kill no game in these plains. In the 
evening wo met a chief and nine of his men, who ap­
peared glad to see us. \V c encamped on .a. small branch 
or spring, as it was too far to go over the hills. The 
Indians say we can get over to-morrow by noon. The 
wind continued to blow hard and some snow showers fell 
in the afternoon. 

Sunday 4. We had a severe frost last night; and the 
morning was cold and clear. \Ve were early on our 
march over a handsome plain; and came to another 
creek, which we kept down until we came to Lewis's 
t·iver, some distance below the forks of Koos-koos-kc; 
where we halted at an Indian lodge, and could get noth· 
ing to eat, except some bread made of a kind of roots I 
was unacquainted with. \V c had, howc:ver, u dog, which 
we bought from tho Indians, who met us ln.st night; but 
this was a scn.nty allowance for thirty odd hungry men. 
\!Ve remained here about two hours, got a dog, and pro· 
cceded up the south side of Lewis's river, about three 
miles, when we wet with one of our old chiefs, who had 
come down with us last fall; and who advised us to cross 
the river, as the best road is on the north side. We 
therefore were occupied in crossing, · · he remainder 
of the day as we could raise but four < . anoes from 
the natives at this place. ·we, howevertby dark got all 
safe over, and encamped on the north side, accompanied 
by a great many of the natives, who appear a friendly 
and well disposed people. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Monday 5. \V e had a fine morning, and proceeded 
on early, accompanied by our old chief and a number of 
the natives. About 10 o'clock we passed the forks, and 
kept along the north side of Koos~koos-ke; at noon we 
halted at three lodges of Indians, where we got three 
dogs and some roots. \V e also got one of our horses, 
which we had left here last fall in the care of the old 
chief who is now with us; and says that the Snake guide, 
who deserted us last fall, stole and took two of our ho1·ses 
'"ith him. \V e remained here about an hour, and then 
continued our journey; came to a large lodge of the 
natives, at the mouth of a creek, where we encamped. 
This lodge is built much after the form of the Virginia 
fodder houses; is about fifty yards long, and contains 
twenty families. 'We here could get no provisions but 
shap-a-leel and roots. 

Tuesday 6. This was a cloudy wet morning; and 
we stayed in our can1p. Captain Lewis and Capt. Clark 
acted as physicians to the sick of the village or lodge, 
for which they gave us a small horse, that 'we killed and 
eat, as we had no other meat of any kind. "YV e con tin~ 

'li'"~l3!ll 'h~re until about 3 o'clock, when we started and went 
~on, a,~ut nine miles, and encamped close to a lodge of 
the natives. 

Wednesday 7. This was a fine morning, and we 
continued here till after breakfast, when we proceeded on 
about four miles to another Indian lodge, at the rpouth of 
a small creek, where we had to cross the river again, in 
order to get to a better .road. At this lodge the natives 
found two canisters of ammunition, which we had buried 
last fall on our way down, and which they took care of 
and returned to us safe. All the Indians fxom the Rocky 
Mountains to t~~lls of Columbia, are an honest, ingen· 
ioos, .. and well disposed people; but from the falls to the 
seacoast, and along it, they are a .rascally, thieving set. 
\Vewere.here detained about three hours in crossing, as 
we had~Ui;one canoe to transport ourselves and baggage. 
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We then proceeded over a large hill and struck a small 
creek, about five miles below the place, where we made 
our canoas in October last. Ibre we encamped for the 
night, accompanied by two Indians, one of which can 
speak the Sho-sho-ne or Snaks language. We will 
therefore bs able to hold some conversation with the 
natives in this part of tha country, as our squaw is of the 
Snake nation. 

Thur.sday 8. The morning of this day was pleasant; 
and we rumained here somrJ time, to endeavor to kill 
some deer; and the hunter.; wen s2nt out. Here some 
of tha natives . came to our camp, and informed us, 
that we could not cross tk; mountains for a moon and a 
half; as tho snow was too (bcp, and no grass for our 
horses to sub3ist on. \\' o havu the mountains in view 
from this place, all eovor.Jd whit3 with snow. At noon 
our hunt2r.s came in and had kiiL!d lour deer and some 
pheasants. About 3 o'clock we continu;;d our journey; 
passed over a very high hill, and encamped on a small 
"run; whsr~J we met our oth:-r old chief, who went 
down the river with us last fall. Ib told us that his 
men had found our saddles, wlure we hal hid thcm1, and 
that he h:d th8m :3aL:. lb al.so gave us an account of 
thirty-six of our hor.;;;s, and whoro they wore. 

Friday 9. This wa:> u. cloudy mot·ning; some hunters 
went out, u.ncl WJ proe;)3:L:cl o;1 i'or abont six mil:2s, when 
we cam::; to tll3 oi.J chief's loJg), wiJel'3 his itw1ily is 
encamp2d to gatlur rooll. y,· c have now g:>t into q."part 
of the country wh:n·J tirnb.'r is pLnty, chic;dy pi!Ch pine. 
. Betw.:;ml tha gnat fulls of thJ Colmnh:a aad this place, 
we saw mot".J hom-es. th:m I ov;;r hd~x.; saw in t!LJ same 
space of cotHllry. 'rh -'Y an not of th:; larg;;st size of 
horses, but v.:;ry good anJ actin. At noon two of the 
Indians w2nt to look for our horses, and tho old chief 
who with one of our m::n who !m<.Jw whara some powder 
and ball was buried, wuut 10 bring our packsaddles. In 
the evening th:Jy all ra1Llrn::d with 21 hor.>es and about 
as many packsaddles. Our hor33S ar0 generally in good 
order. Our hunters also r_;turned but hu.J killed nothing. 

Saturday 10. At dark last night the weather became 
13 
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cloudv and it rained about an hour when the rain turned 
to snow, and it continued snowing all night. In the 
morning the weather became clear. IV here we are lying 
in the plains the snow is about five inches deep; and 
amidst snow and frost we have nothing whatever to eat. 
"Without brcaldast we started to go to a village of the 
natives, who live on a branch of the river, about a south 
course from this place. \Ve traveled through the snow 
about 12 miles, and then weRt down a long steep descent 
to the branch where the village is situated. When we 
were about half ways down the hill there was not a par­
ticle of snow nor the least appearance of it. It was 
about 3 o'clock when we arrived at the village, and the 
Commanding Otncers, held a conversation with the 
natives, who infoxmed them that they had not more pro· 
visions and roots, than they wanted for themselves. 
They, however, divided their stock with us; and told us 
what they had given was all they could spare; but drove 
up some horses and told us to shoot one, which we did. 
They then oflered another, but that was resexved for 
another time, and we dressed the one we had killed; and 
in our situation find it very good eating. vV c remained 
here all night. One of the hunters who had gone on 
before the party did not join Lts yet. 

Sunday 11. This was a fine clear morning; and we 
lay here all day. The natives treat us very well; the 
Officers practice as physicians among their sick, and they 
gave them a very handsome mare and colt. About 12 
o'clock our huntecr came in and brought two deer with 
him. vVe now find a great many more men among the 
Indians than.when we went down last fall; and several 
chiefs, which had then been out at war. In the evening 
the natives brought in six more of our horses. . 

Monday 12. vVe had another fine morning and 
tlocmained here also to day. The natives in the course of 
the day gave us four horse!), one of which we killed to 
em,, We also got btead.m\1-de ofroots,which the natives 
caU C~was, and sweet roots which they ca.ll Com-mas. 
fu me af~ernoon they brought three more of OU;I.'c .old 
~of horses. 
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Tuesday 13. We had a fine morning with white 
frost. Having collected our horses we found we had 60 
and all pretty good except four, which were studs and 
had sore backs. At noon we proceeded down the 
bra1ich, which has a good deal of cotton wood, willow 
and cherry trees on its banks; and is a bold rapid stream 
about 15 yards wide. We kept down the branch about 
four miles; and then came to the river where it passes 
through a beautiful plain. Here we halted. to \Vait for 
a canoe, which we expected that some of the natives 
would bring up the river, to assist us in crossing, when we 
intend to encamp until the snow shall have sufficiently 
melted to admit of our crossing the mountains. At dark 
the canoe came; but it being too late to cross we encamp· 
ed on the south s1de. 

Wednesday 14. The morning was pleasant '1\'-ith 
some white frost. Three hunters went over very early 
to the north side of the river. All the rest of the men 
were employed in collecting our horses and taking over 
the baggage. About noon we got all the horses and 
baggaga over safe; and met with one of our hunters, who 
had killed two bears, some distance off. So two men 
were dispatched with him to bring in the meat; and we 
set about forming a camp at the remains of an ancient 
village on the north side of the Koos-koos-ke river. \Ye 
were accompanied by a number of the natives, one of 
whom gave us a horse; and three more of our old stock 
were brought in by them. In the afternoon we had an 
operation performed on seven of our horses, to render 
them more peace~ble; which was done by one of the 
natives upon all hut one. In the evening the men came 
in with the meat of the two bears; and also our other 
hunters who had killed three mote, all of the grizly 
kind. \Ve gave some of the meat to the natives at our 
camp, who cooked it in their own way; which was done 
in the following ma1111er. They first collected some 
stones and heated them, upon which they placed a part 
of the meat, and upon the meat some small brush, and 
so alternately meat and brush, until all the meat was on; 
when the whole was covered with brush and lastly with 
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earth; so that the heap or mass had somethino- of the 
appearance of a small coalpit on fire. An ho~r and a 
half was necessary to cook it in this way. The natives 
remained at our camp all night. 

Thursday 15. This was a fine morning, and some 
hunters wen: out early. The rest of the party were 
engaged malnng places of shelter, to defend them from 
the. stormy weather. Some had small sails to cover their 
little hovds, and others had to make frames and cover 
them with grass. Around our camp the plains have the 
appearance of a meadow bef()re it is mowed, and atTords 
abundance of food for our horses. Here we expect to 
remain a month bef(n·c we can cross the mountains. 
The natives stayed all day at our camp; an(l one of them 
had round his neck a scalp of an Indian, with six thumbs 
and four fingers of other indians he had kiiled in battle, 
of the Si:w-sho-ne, or Snake nation. The nation here 
the Cho-co-nish, is very numerous, as well as the other. 
These nations have been long at war and destroyed a 
great many of each other in a few years past. 

From the Mandan nation to the Pacific ocean, the 
arms of the Indian, are genern.lly bows and arrows, and 
the war-mallet. The war-mallet is a club with a large 
head of wood or stone; those of stone are generally 

NoT:m-"The warriors, for such it is only who suffer this punish­
ment, now perform in a moro prolix nnnncr this sad solemnity· 
T~ey tccount with an audible voice all the brave action they have 
p~Oimcd, and prido themselves in the nnmuer of enemies they 
have ktllcd Iu this rehearsal they spare· not even their tormentors, 
but $tiJ!ve by every pNvoking tale they cau iu1•ent, to irritate and 
i . Sometimes this has the desired effect, and the suffcr-
e atched sooner thau they otherwtsc would have been. 

m~ny other methods 1vhicl1 the Indians make use of 
Pisoncrs to death; but these nro only occasional; that 

of most generally used. 
This 1i1et 10d of tormenti11g their ene.mics is considered by the 

Indians as j}t6dnctive of more than Olltl beneficial consequence. It 
satiates, .in a greater degree, that diabolical lust of revenge, which 
is the predominant passion in the breast of every individual . of 
every tribe; and it gives the growing warriors an early propenstty 
to that cruelty and thirst of blood, which is so necessary a qualifi­
~~()R for such as would be thoroughly skilled in their savage art 
~~'war." 
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covered with leather, and fastened to the end of the club 
with thongs or straps of leather and. the sinews of ani­
mals.* 

In the afternoon two of our hunters came in and had 
killed nothing but some grouse, four more continued out. 

Friday 16. The morning was cloudy and some rain 
fell; but in about two hours it ,cleared away and we had 
a fine day. An Indian performed the quieting operution 
on two mora of our horses. In the evening two more of 
our huntexs came in, and brought with them two doer 
and some ducks. Two of the hunters still remained out. 
The natives o.llleft our camp this evening. 

Saturday 17. \V e had a cloudy wet morning and 
some light rain all day. Our other two hunters came in 
and had killed two large bears. They said it snowed on 
the hills, when it mined at our camp in the valley. 

Sunday 18. Tho morning was cloudy, but withom 
rain; and ten of the pat·ty tumed out to hunt. None of 
the natives visited U:'l yesterday, or to day; until about 
2 o'clock in the a!iernoon, when five camo that l had 
not seen before. Thev remained about an hour and had 
sofne eye water put i;1to their eyes which were soro; 
after which they went away, and an old man and his 
wife carne for some medicine, as the old wonw.n wa.q 
sick. In the evening four humors came in and had killed 
nothing, but some grouse. 

:\Ionrlny 19. \\r e had a cloudy \Vet morning. The 
old Indian and his wife staid all night and got more 
medicine. A party of the men went to some Indian 
lodges ahDt;lt four miles up the river to buy roots; and in 
the afterno<in returned with a. good many of them. Seve-

_ *The publisher hns seen one of these stone heads, lately found 
at Hatfield, the farm of Mr. David Davis, three miles from Pitts­
burgh, on the Allegheny river. It is of a hard species of stone 
and weighs seven ounces. It is nearly spherical with a groove cut 
ronnd to hold, as is supposed, the strap by which it is fastened to 
the club. ;:.\1r. Gass says it is exactly like those he had seen to the 
westward. There is perhaps nothing which in form it so much 

'resembles as a commo11 round pincushion. In close combat the 
war-mallet, when skillfnlly wielded, must be a destructive and 
deadly weap<Jn. 
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ral of the natives came to our camp with the men and 
in the evening all went away. We got another of our 
old stock of horses; and have now all we left except 
three; two of which the old Snake guide took with him. 
At dark two of our hunters came in but had not killed 
any thing. The day was fair during the whole of the 
afternoon. 

Tuesday 20. We again had a very wet morning. 
Two more of our hunters came in, but had krlled nothing, 
It continued ruining till about noori, when we had fair 
weather with some sunshine. The hunters said it also 
snowed on the hill to-day, where they were htmting, 
while it rained at our camp. About 2 o'clock in the 
afternoon, another hurltt::r came in and brought a deer 
he had killed. In the afternoon four of our hunters 
again went out. In the evening there were some light 
showers. 

Wednesday 21. This was a cloudy morning. Two 
more hunters went out; and some men set about making 
a canoe to fish in, when the salmon came up, as we do 
not expect to leave this place before the middle of June. 
To day we made a small lodge of poles and covered it 
with grass, for Captain Lewis and Captain Clarke, as 
their tent is not suilieient to defend them from the rain. 
At 10 o'clock the weather became clear, and in the even­
ing, was cold. 

Thursday 22. \Ve had a fine clear morning with 
some white frost. At 3 o'clock five of our hunters came 
in with five deer; previous to which we had killed a fine 
colt. In the afternoon we saw a great number of the 
natives on horseback pursuing a deer· on the opposite 
side of the river. They drove it so hard that it was 
obliged to take the water, when some of our men went 
down the batik and shot it, and the natives got on a raft 
and caught it. These Indians arc the most active horse­
men I ever saw: they will gallop their horses over pre· 
cipices, that I should not think of riding over at all. 

The frames of their saddles are made of wood nicely 
jointed, and then covered with raw skins, which when 
they become dry, bind every part tight, and keep the 
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joints in their places. The saddles rise very high before 
and behind, in the manner of the saddles of the Span­
iards, from whom they no doubt received the form; _and 
also obtained their breed of horses .. When the Indtans 
are going to mount they throw thei;:. buffalo robes over 
the saddles and ride on them, as t}!~dles would other-
wise be too hard. l!~:;~;:r 

'•)" 

-----------------------------------:- -;--- --·~~-~-----

j 
CHAPTER XXI. 

Friday 23. We again had a fine morning. One of 
our sergeants shot a deer at a lick close to our ca.p, and 
wounded it very bad, but it got to the river ·and swam 
over. Two young Indians who had been at our camp 
all night, then mounted their horses, swam over and 
drove it back; and we killed it and gave them half of it. 
The river is about two hundred y:!rds wide and cold and 
rapid. In the afternoon all the hunters came in but had 
killed nothing more. 

Saturday 24. This was another fine morning, and 
two hunter~ went out. One of the Fr.en that was sick, 
still keeps unwell, with a bad pain in his back; a:nd is in 
a helpless state. Yesterday we gave him an Indian 
sweat and he is some better to-day. 

Sunday 25. This was a cloudy morning, and some 
light showers of rain fell. Five more hunters went out 
to-day. In the evening of yesterday two of the natives 
brought an Indian to our camp, who had lost the use of 
his limbs, to see if the officers could cure him, and to 
day we gave him a sweat. Our interpreter's child has 
been very sick, but is getting better. In the afternoon 
the two hunters who went out yesterday returned; but 
had nqt killed any thing. The weather became clear 
and we had a fine evening, and three more hunters went 
oot. 

Monday ·"26. This day was fine and pleasant, and we 
. fl 
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finished our canoe and put her into the water. In the 
afternoon two hunters came in, but had not killed any 
thing: they had procured some roots at a village about 
fourteen miles up the river. Our stock of provisions is 
exhausted, and we have nothing to eat but some roots, 
which we get from the natives at a very dear rate. 

Tuesday 27. The morning was fair and pleasant, 
and several of our men went to the villages around us to 
procure roots. These roots are a good diet, but in gen­
eral we do not rcJish them so well as meat. We there­
fore killed another horse to clay, w.hich one of the natives 
gave us sometime ago for that purpose. He was so wild 
and vicious that we coult.l not manage him, or do any 
thing with him. 

Our sick man is g9tting S0\110 b~tter, ant.! the interpre· 
ter's child is recovering fast. The Indian, thnt we have 
under cure, :hac! another sweat to day; and our horses, 
that have had the quieting operation performed on them 
arc ali ment1ling. In the afternoon soml'l rain fell, and 
three of our hunters came in, and brought with them 
five deen they had killed: three men also came in from 
the villages and brought a good supply of roots; six: yet 
remaining out. 

Wednesday 28. This was a cloudy foggy morning. 
Some hunters wom out this morning, and in tha afternoon 
three of them came in with eight elect; ut t.he same time 
three more of our meh returned from the villages. 

Thursday 29. Tho morning was cloudy and wet, and 
the river. is rising very fast, which gives us hopes that 
the snowis leaving the mountains. At 10 o'clock the 
rivereeas~d rising and the wuatlwr b:;camc clear. 

Friday so~ Tho morning was fine, with a little fog. 
Two of our men in a canoe attempting to swim their 
hor,ses over ~ae .river, struck the canoe against a tree, 
and she immediately sunk; but they got on shore, with 
the loss of three blankets, a blanket-coat, and some arti­
cles of mer0handize they had with them to exchange for 
roots. The loss of these blankets is the greatest which 
hath happened to any individuals since we began our 
voyage, as there arc only three men in the party, who 

"" " 
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have more than a blanket apiece. The river is so high 
that the trees stand some distance in the water. In the 
afternoon one of our hunters came in. who with another 
had killed three deer, which one of them stayed to take 
care of as their horses had left them. 

Saturday 31. ·we had a fine clear morning with a 
heavv de>v. The hunters went out with two horses for 
the v·enison: and two men went over the river to the villa­
ges. About noon a deer was seen swimming the river 
and some of our men killed it. Our canoe still lies under 
\Vater at the opposite shore, but we have a small Indian 
canoe. that serves to cross in. In the afternoon th::; two 
men c~me from tho villag(J with some of the natives, and 
one of our old stock of horses; which is the last, except the 
two which they assure us the old Snake gLtide took. In 
the evening the weather became eloudy, and we had 
some min with sharp thunder and lightening. The two 
hunters came in 'vith the venison. 

Sunday, June 1, 1806. \Ve had a fine morning after 
some light showers of min during the night. Since lnst 
evening the river rose e:ghtecn iuches. Two hunters 
went out this morning, and some of the natiYcs came to 
see us. The siek Indian is g''tting much better. The 
officers got some bear skins ii-c•m tho Indians, that arc 
almost as white as a blanket. They sav that the bears 
from which they get these skins are ~ hai·mless kind, and 
not so bold and ferocious as the grizl v and brown bear. 

l\Ionday 2. The morning w~s cl:)udy, and six of the 
men went out to hunt. About noon three men, who lmd 
gone over to Lewis's river, about two and a half days' 
journey distant, to get some flsh, returned with a few 
very good salmon, and some roots which they bought at 
tho ditr'=:rent villages of the natives, which they passed. 
One of these men got two Spanish dollars from an Indian 
for an old razor. They said they got the dollars from 
about a Snake Indian's neck, they had killed some time 
ago. There are se\-oral dollars among these people 
wh_ich they get in some \Yay. \Vo suppose the Snake 
Inuians, some of whom do not live verv far from 
New Mexico, get them from the Spaniards in that quar~ 
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ter. The Snake Indians also g0t hors0s from the Span· 
iards. The men had a very disagre0abl0 trip as th0 
roads were mountainous and slippery. They saw a 
numb0r of deer, and of tlw ibex or big-horn. 

Tuesday 3. This was a cloudy morning with a few 
drops of rain; and there were som0 light showers during 
the forenoon at intervals. The river rises in the 
night and fulls in the day time; which is occasioned by 
the snow melting by the heat of the sun on th0 moun­
tains, which are too distant for the snow water to reach 
this place until afier night. In the evening three hun­
ters came in with the meat or live deer and a small bear. 
Several of the natives continued at our camp. 

·wednesday 4. It rained slowly almost all last mght, 
and for some tim0 this morning. The river fell consi­
derably yesterday, and in the night rose only an inch 
and an half. At noon one of our hunters came in with 
two deer he had killed. The afternoon was clear and 
pleasant. 

Thursday 5. This was a fine pl0asant mornmg with 
heavy dew. In the afternoon four humors cnme in with 
the meat of five more deer, and a bear. An Indian came 
with them, who had been part of the way ov0r th0 nlo1m­
tains; but found tho road too bad and the snow too deep 
to cross; so WG arc obligcu to remain where we are some­
time longer. 

Friday 6. Tlw morning was pleasant, and Captain 
Clarke and five of tho party went over the river to buy 
some roots at the villages, and in the evening returned 
with a good supply accompanied by some of tho natives. 

Saturday 7. \Ve had a cloudy morning with a f0w 
drops of rain. I went over with five of our party to the 
villag0, on the other side of tlw river; and while we were 
going some snow fell. The greater part of the natives 
were out huntmg. In the evening we all returned to 
camp, except two, who remained at the village. Some 
of the natives again came to visit us, one of whom gave 
a horse to one ~f our men, who is very fond of conver­
sin(J' with them and of learning their languagG. 

Sunday 8. This was a pleasant morning; and our 
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two men came over from the village, and a hunter, who 
had been out, returned without killing any thing. Seve­
ral of the nati;·es still stay about our camp, and are of 
opinion we cannot cross the mountains for some time yet. 
\Ve, however, mean to remove a short distance to where 
the hunting is better. . 

Monday 9. This was a fine pleasant day. !Ve 
caught all our horses and hoppled them, so that we tmght 
get dwm easily to-morrow. \Ve also exchanged some 
mares with youna cohs, and some of the horses who had 
not got quite wel~ for others more capable of bearing the 
fatigue of crossing the mountains. 

Tuesday 10. IV e collected all our horses, but one, 
and set out accompanied by several of the natives, travel­
ed about 12 miles and arrived at what we call the Com· 
mas flat, where we first met the natives after crossing 
the Rocky Mountains lust fi1ll. Here we encamped and 
some hunters went out. The com-mas grow in great 
abur:dance on this plain; and at this time looks beautiful, 
being in full bloom with flowers of a pule blue color. At 
night our hunt<crs came in and had killed one deer. 

\Vednesday 11. \V c had a fine morning with some 
white frost. Several of the men turned out to hunt; and 
returned at noon having kiUed a bear and two deer. In 
this plain there are the most strawberry vines I ever saw, 
and now all in blossom. This plain contains about two 
thousand acres, and is surrounded with beautiful pine 
timber of different kinds. The soil is very good; the 
underwood among the timber chiefly service-berry and 
goose-berry bushes. In the evening several of the men 
started, with an intention of encamping out, to hunt; and 
one went back to our late camp to look for the horse, 
which had been left behind. The natives all left us and 
we remained in quietness by ourselves. 

Thursday 1 'Z. \Ve had a fine lovely morning with a 
heavy dew. I went out with some of the party to hunt; 
about 8 o'e!ock the musketoes became very troublesome; 
and at ten all came in without any success. About the 
S&rne time the man, who had gone back for the horse 
remmed wiili h:im. About an hour after four hunters, 
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who had been out during the night came in; three of them 
had been without.success, but the other brought in two 
deer. There are a good many deer here, and some 
bears, but they are very wild, as they are much pursued 
by the natives. There is no game of any other kind, 
except squirrels arid some other small animals. The 
squirrels are about the size of our common grey squir­
rels, and very handsome. They. are of a brown grey 
color, beautifully speckeled with small brown spots, and 
burrow in the ground. We killed several of them since 
we came to this camp. The magpie is also plenty here, and 
woodpeckers of a different kind from any I had before 
seen. They m·e about the size of a common red-headed 
woodpecker; but are all black except the helly and neck, 
where the ends of the feathers are tipped with a deep 
red, but this tipping extends to so short a distance on the 
feathers, that at a distance the bird looks wholly black. 
In the afternoon one of the natives came to our camp, 
and one of the two hunter,> that were out, returned but 
had killed nothing. In the evening some hunte1·s went 
out with intention 10 stay all night. The Indian who 
came to our Cl.!mp said he had a notion to cross the moun­
tains with us. 

Friday 13. · This was a fine morning, and a hunter 
or two W0llt out. The Indian cxchm;ged horses with 
one of our men, whose horae had not recovered, and was 
unable to Cl'Q:i\S th:t mountains; and tlwn went home to 
the viJlacr,3. At noon two of om men toch their loads and 
went on"' ahead about eight miles to a smdl· i?ruirie to 
hunt until we should corn,~ up. During the after11oon the 
nien who went·· out yesterday to hunt returned with eight 
deer. In the eveningthe weather became cloudy. The 
musketoes are very troublesome. 

Saturday 14. We had 1a cloudy morning. Some 
hunters again went out; at 10 o'clock one came in with 
a deer; aud in the evening the rest of them, but they had 
not killed any thing. t 

Sunday '15. 'fhi~ wus a cloudy wet n1orning with 
some thunder. We left Com-mas flat to attempt to cross 
the mountains; and had sixty-six horses, all very good. 
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"reascended a high mountain with a good deal of diffi­
culty, as the path was very slippery, but got over sttfe to 
a ~,mall prairie, where the two men, who had gone on 
ahead had killed two deer and hung them up. \Y e took 
the meat, and proceeded down the hill and found the 
hunters, who had killed another d:)er. \Ve halted at a 
creek and took dinner; th'~" proceeded over a very diffi­
cult road on account of the fallen timber. \V e had rain 
at intervals duriug the forenoon, but the afternoon was 
clear. \\' c encamped in a small glade where there was 
plenty of grass ior the horses. 

i\fondv.y 16. \\' e had a plev.sant morning, and renew­
ed our jom·ney; went up a handsome creek about thrL:e 
miles, and then took to the hills which are very rough 
with a great man\" banks of snow, some of them four or 
five feet deep. These banks are so elosely packed and 
condensed, that thev carrv our horses. and are all in a 
th::nring siD.te. \\'"~e hai!ed for dinn~r at a handson1e 
stream where there was some.: !Imss lor our horses: and 
in abo:.lt two hours proceeded ~n again, and had ~ome 
min. In the aftemo,Jn wu f(mnd the snow banks more 
numerous, cxtensi1·e and deep: in some of them the 
snow was as much us eight f0et cbcp. In the evening 
we crm1e to Hnngry creek (where Captain Clarke killed 
a horse last fall and leii it for t!w party) and encamped, 
tha<: our hor;;es might g'"t som'J grass as we do not expect 
they will get any soon again; and there is not much 
here. 

Tu:;sday 17. This was a cloudy morning, but without 
rain. 'Ve earlv continued our march; took down Hun­
gry creek aboU"t six: miles, and then took up a large 
mountain. \Vhen we got about half way up the moun­
tain the [[round was entirelv covered with snow three feet 
deep; and as we ascended it still became deeper, until 
we arrived at the top, where it was twelve or fifwen feet 
deep; but it in general carried our horses. Here there was 
not the appearance of a green shrub, or any thing for 
our horses to subsist on; and we know it cannot be better 
for four days march even could we find the road or 
course, which appears almost impossible, without a guide 
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perfectly acquainted with the mountains. We therefore 
halted to determine what was best to be done, as it appear­
ed not only imprudent but highly dangerous to proceed 
without a guide of any kind. After remaining about two 
hours we concluded it would be most adviseablo to go 
back to some place where there was food for our horses. 
We therefore hung up our loading on poles, tied to and 
extended between trees, covered it all safe with deer 

. skins, and tamed back melancholy and disappointed. At 
this time it began to rain; and we proceeded down to 
Hungry creek again; wont up it about two miles, and 
encamped for the night wherQ om· hor;;es could get some­
thing to cat. The grass and plants here are just putting 
out, and the shrubs bL}dding. It rained hard ULlring the 
afternoon. 

W cdnesday 18. The morning was cloudy and so ve­
al showers of rain fell during the day. We started 
about 8 o'clock, and found the roads very slippery and 
bad. Two men went on ahead to the village to enquire 
for a guide, and two more remained to look for two horses 
that could not,be found. vVo proceeded on with four 
men in frout to cut some bushes out of the path; but did 
not go fur till one of the men cut himself very badly 
with a large k11ife; when we had to halt and bind up his 
wound. W c again went forward, and in crossing the 
creek the horse of one of our men fell with him, throw 
hin} off, hurt his 1eg and lost his blanket. We halted for 
dinner at tho same place where we dined on the 16th and 
had a gust of rain, hail, thunder and lightning, which 
lasted an hour, when the weather cleared and we had a 
tift afternoon. We continued our march till we came 
to a lJ11lall glade on the branch of a creek, where we 
encamped, and some hunters went out in the evening; 
we hlfd left two men to hunt at the place where we dined. 
We found the musketoes very troublesome on the creek, 
notwithstanding the snow is at so short a distance up the 
mountains. At night our hunters· came to camp, having 
killed no:thing; but saw some large fish in the creek, 
whkh they supposed were salmon. 

Thursday 19. This was a fine morning; some huh· 
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ters' went out and we agreed to stay here all day that our 
horses might rest and feed. At 10 o'clock our hunters 
came in and had killed a deer. Two men are trying to 
take some of the fish with a gig. At noon the two men 
who had been left at Hungry creek to look for the 
horses came up, but had not found them: and with them 
the two hunters, who were left at the place we 
dined yesterday; and had killed two .deer. In the even­
ing one of the largest fish was caught which we found to 
be a salmon-trout. 

Friday 20. This was a fine morning; we caught six 
of the salmon-trout; and some hunters went out. About 
9 o'clock one of them returned !tfld had killed a brown 
bear. The musketoes and gnats are very troublesome. 
In the evening the other hunters came in a.nd ha.d killed 
only one deer. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

Satur\lay 21. We had again a fine morning; and we 
collected our horses in order to return to Com-mas flat. 
We proceeded on to a creek, where we met two young 
Indians, who said they were coming to go over the moun­
tains with us. \Ve halted here for dinner; after which 
all our party proceeded on to Com-mas flat, except 
myself and two men who remained here to hm1t; ~ 
wish to kill as much meat as will serve the party, until 
we get back where our loading was left, us we have 
plenty of roots there to serve us over the mountains. 
One of our best horses got snagged to day, and was left 
here. The two Indians remained with us, and in the 
~vening one of the men killed a deer. 

Sunday 22. We ha.d a pleasant day. The two hun­
~ weut out early and the Indians :remained with me 
u ~P· At noon the hunters. came in, but had killed 
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nothing but one small pheasant. In the evening they 
made another excursion, but were unsuccessful. 

Monday 23. We had again a fine morning; and the, 
men went out to hunt. While they were out the two 
Indians went on. About 10 o'clock the hunters came in 
without having lulled any thing; and at noon two men 
came to our camp with orders for four of us to follow the 
Indians, if they were gone, until we should overtake 
them, and get them to halt if possible, till the party 
should como up; but if not, to follow them on and blaze 
the way after them; us the man who had gone to in · 
for a guide had not returned, and it was not k, 
whether he would get one or not. The men said t ey 
had good luck at the Com-mas fiat, having killed ten 
deer and three bears. I immediately started with three 
of the men after the Indians, leaving one~,to take care of 
the camp, and the Janie home and some more that were 
there. W c proceeded on till we came to the creelt 
where~ we had stayed the 19th and .20th, and overtook 
the Indians encamped there, und' encamped with them. 

They had caught two salmon-trout ~ince they cp.me 
to this ~mp;\ad shortly after we came, one of our men 
killed il. Uuck; and We remained together during the night. 

i.. .. ....Xuesday; 24. This wns a cloudy morl'ling. We gave 
\~ach of the Indians a pair of moccasons, and they 
agreed to stay to-day and wait for the party. 01'!1e of cmr 
hunters wont out, but had no success. The day keeps 
cloudy, and tho muskctoes are very troublesome. There 
is also a smaJl black fly in this country, that so tW"ments 
our horses, that they can get no rest, but when we make 
small fires to keep them off. At noon two hunters went 

· on ahead to a small creek, to endeavor to kill some pro­
visions, as. we cannot kill any here; and unless the party 
come 1W to night, I intend to go on with the Indians 
to-morrow morning. In the evening the party &rrived 
with tHree more Indians, and we all encamped together 
fQr the night. 

'Wednesday .25. There was a light shower of rain 
this morning. We proceeded forward early; and two 
then and an Indian were sent ahead to look for the horses 
. 14 
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we left behind when we were here before. At noon we 
halted at the creek where two men were hunting, but 
they had killed nothina. \Ve here took dinner, and pro­
ceeded on to Hungrv c":·eek, where we met the men with 
the horses, and encamped for the night. A considerable 
quantity of ruin had fallen during the afternoon. 

Thursday 26. We had a foggy morning; proceeded 
on early; and found the banks of snow much decreased: 
at noon W3 arrived at ths place where we had left our 
baggage and stores. The snow here had sunk twenty 
inches. \V e took some dinner, but there was nothing for 
our hor~es to eat. \Ve measured the depth of the snow 
here and found it 10 feet 10 inches. \Ve proceeded over 
some very steep tops of the mountains and deep snow; 
but the snow was not so deep in the drafts between them; 
and fortunately we got in the evening to the side of a 
hill where the snow was gone; and there was very good 
grass for our horses. So we encamped there all night. 
Some heavy showers of rain had fallen in the afternoon. 

Friday 27. We had a clomly morning and at 8 o'clock 
we renewed our march, proceeding over some of the 
steepest mountains I ever passed. The snow is so deep 
that we cannot wind along the sides of these steeps, but 
must slid3 straight down. The horacs generally do not 
sink more than three inches in the snow; but sometimes 
they break through to th:'lir bellies. We kept on without 
halting to about 5 o'clock in the evening, when we stop· 
ped at the side of a hill where the snow was off,. and 
where there was a little grass; and we here encamped for 
the night. The day was . pleasant throughout; but it 
appearud to me somewhat extraordinary, to be traveling 
ov~r snow six or eight feet deep in the latter end of June. 
The most of us, however, had saved our socks as we 
expected to find snow on these mountains. ,. 

Saturday 28. The morning was plP.asant, we set out 
early, and passed the place where we had encamped on 
the15th September last when the snow fell on us. AliA;er 
passing this place about a mile, we took a left hand path, 
and traveled along high ridges till noon, when we came 
to a good place of grass; where we halted and remained 
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all the afternoon to let our horses feed, as they had but 
little gmss last night. Some hunters went out, as we 
saw some elk sigus here, and OLlr meat is exhausted. 
We still have a good stock of roots, which wo pound and 
nw.ke thick soup of, that oats very well. In the evening 
our hunters came in but had not killed any thing. On 
the south side of this ridge there is summer with grass 
and other herbage in abunrhnce; and on tho north side, 
winter with snow six or eight foot deep. 

Sunday 29. This was a foggy morning. \Ve set out 
early, proceeded over sornu bad hills, and came to the 
old path; at which time there was a ~howc•r of rain, with 
lui!, thunder and lightning, thnt lasted about an hom·. 
At 10 o'clock we lull tho snow, and in the evening we 
arrived at tho ""un11 spring; wbcn: wo encamped for the 
night., and 1nost of us bathed in its water. One of our 
hunters killed a deer where we dined at the glaJos or 
plains on Glade cn.:ok; and where there is good grass, 
and com-mas also grows. Two other lwnt~rs went ou 
alwad and killed another deer on the way. 

1\fonclay clO. \\'o continued our march early and 
u fine nwrning. \Vhen we wcro ready to set out, 
saw a dc:ur coming to a lick nt tho hot spring, and one 
our hunters shot it. Two htmtcrs wont on ahead. 
noon rwuthcr wont our a short time, and killed a fine deorj;. 
\Vo halted f(a· dinner at tho same place, whore we 
on tho 12th of Huptembor 1805, as we passed over tb 
\Vestorn ocuan. Aftca· dinner we proceeded on, and on 
way found three deer that onu oft he hunter8 had killed 
leli for uH. In tho evening wu arrived at. Travelers'-rcst 
crock, where the party rested two days last fall, and 
where it empties into Flathead (called Clarke'~) river, a 
beautiful river about one hundred yards wide at this place; 
but there is no fish of any consequence in it; and accoljd­
ing to tho Indian account, thci·o are falls on it, between 
this place and its mouth, where it empties into the Colum­
bia, six or seven hundred feet high; and which probably 
prevents the fish from coming up. Here we encamped 
and met with the bunters. 

Tuesday, July 1, 1806. We had a fine morning, 
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and remained he1·e to rest ourselves and horses after the 
severe fatigue of coming over the mountains, and some 
hunters went out. The Indians still continue with us. 
Here the party is to be separated; some of us are to go 
strait across to the :lulls of the 1\Iissouri and some to the 
head waters of Jefierson river, where we loft tho canoes. 
At the falls we expect to be subdivided, as Captain Lewis, 
myself and four or fiye men intend to go up Maria's river 
as far as the 50th degree of latitude; and a· party to 
remain at the fit!ls to prepare harness and other things 
necessary fur hauling our canoes and baggage over the 
portage. Perhaps Captain Clarke, who goes up the river 
here, may also take a party and go down tho Riviere 
Jaune, or Yellow-stone river. In the afternoon our hun­
ters came in, and had killed twelve deer,· most of them 
in good order. 

Wednesday 2. ·we continued hero during this clay, 
which was fine and pleasant, fixing our loading and 
making other arrangements fm· our separation. One of 
our hunters, went out and lolled two deer. The 
musketoes are very troublesome at this place. 

CIL\.PTER XXIIl. 

Thursday 3. \Y e had again a fine morning; collected 
{)Ur horses and set, ou:. Captain L~wis and his party 
went down Clarke s nver and Captam Clarke with the 
rest of the party went up it. All the natives accompani­
ed Captain Lewis. \Ve proceeded on down Clarke's 
river about 12 miles, when we came to the forks; and 
made. three raf:s to carry ourselves and baggage over. 
~he nver here IS about 150 yards wide, and very beau­
nful. We bad to make three trips with our rafts· and in 
the evening got all over safe; when we moved or:. up the 
north branch, which is our way over to the falls of the 
Misoouri, and after traveling a mile and a half encamped 
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for the night. Two lmnters went out and killed three 
deer. The musketoes are worse here than I have known 
them at any place, since we left the old Maha village o11 

the Missouri. This north branch of the river is called 
by the natives Isquot-co-qual-la, which means, the road 
to the buffalo.* 

Friday 4. \Ve had a beautiful morning and waited 
here some time in order to have a morning hunt, as our 
guides intend to return, and we wish to give them a plen­
tiful supply of provisions to carry tl1Gm back over the 
:mountains. ·while our hunters were out a young Indian 
came to our co.mp, who hat! crossed the mountains after 
us. At 10 o'clock our hunters carne in, but had not 
killed any thing. \Ve were, however, able to furnish 
them with ·two deer aml a half, from those that were 
killed yesterday. We then gaye them some presents and 
took a friendly leave of them~!and it is but justice to say, 
that the whole "mtion to which they belong, are the most 
friendly, honest and hllgGJ;I,lJOUs people that .we hm·e seen 
in the course of our voyl\ge and travels. After taking 
our farewell of these good hearted, hospitable and obli­
ging sons of the west, we prodeeded on up Isquet-co­
qual-lu a handsome r~rairie of about 10 miles, after which 
the hills comes clos'c on the river, on both sides, and we 
had a rough road to pass. Having made 18 miles we 
encamped for the night; where the country is very moun­
l.ainous on both sides of the river, ·IVhich runs nearly east 
and west, and is a deep rapid stream about 80 yards wide. 

Saturday 5. We had another beautiful morning, set 
out early and proceeded on the same course as ¥9Sterday 
through a rough oountry, with a number of branches or 
small streams flowing from the hills. Wr; killed one 
deer, and about 11 o'clock came to a valley three quar-

., The route taken by Captain Lewis and his party is the direct 
road to the falls of the Missouri, men.tjoned in Captain Clarke's 
letter; that taken by Captain Clarke and h~s party leads to the head 
vvaters of the main branch of tbe l\l!issei'Lll'i, which they ascended 
in their outward bound voyage, and which is a considerable dis­
tance son th of the direct course from the falls to the crossing 
place of the great chain of Rocky Mountains. 
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ters of a mile wide, all plains, where we halted to dine 
and to let our horses feed. The hills upon each side are 
handsomelv covered with timber of the fir kind. While 
we rested here one of our hunters killed a cabre or ante­
lope. At 1 o'clock we proceeded on again up the valley. 
\Vhen we had gone about nine miles we came to and 
crossed a river, ahout 35 yards wide, which flows in 
with a rapid current from some snow topped mountains 
on the north, where the valley is two or three miles wide. 
Having aone about four miles further we came to the 
head of~he \·alley, whe1·e the hills come close upon the 
river for two mile§>. After we had passed these nar­
rows we crune·'to another large and beautiful valley four 
or five miles >vide, and all plains, except some timber on 
the river banks. In 1he evening we encamped on the 
bank of a handsome crook which comes iu from the 
north, a bold stream of 15 yards wide. 

Sunday 6. We had a fine clear morning with some 
white frost, and renewed our journey early; saw a great 
many service berries, not yet ripe, and some flax which 
grows on these plains. Having gone about seven. miles 
we crossed a north branch of the Co-qual-la-isquet. 
which is 40 yards wide and was mid-rib deep on our 
hlj1rses, with a rapid current. About seven miles up the 
tfa.lley we passed a beautiful small lake; where the river 
·and road leaves the valley, and bears towards the north­
east between two hills not very large. We kept up the 
river, through a srhall brushy valley about the eighth of a 
~ile, wide, for a mile and a lia.lf, and then halted for din-•.r.-... Ilere our two hunters can1e to us, and had killed a 
deer. 'We keep two men out every daY. hunting. In 
this smali valley there is n considerable quantity of cot­
ton wood timber; and the musketoes are very trouble­
some. At 1 o'clock we proceeded on, passed a number 
of handsome streams which fall into the river, and anum­
ber of old Indian lodges. As we advance the valley 
becomes more extensive, and is aU plain. At nigHt ilwe 
epcamped on a beautiful creek, having traveled .twenty 
five miles. Our hunters killed four deer to day; 

Monday 7. We had a wet night, and a cloudy morn· 
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ing: ~ontinued o~r jo~rney early along the valley; 
which IS very beautiful wllh a great deal of clover on its 
plains. Having gone about five miles, we crossed the 
main braneh of the river, which comes in from the north: 
and up which the road goes about five miles further and 
th?n t?-kes over a hill towun~s the cast. On the top of 
this hill there uri~ two beautiful ponds, of about three 
acres in size. \Ve passed over the ridge and struck a· , 
small stream, which we at first thought was of the head''' t 
waters of tho Missomi, but found it was not. Here we 
halted for dinner, and after staying three hours, proceed-
ed on four miles up the branch, when we came· to the 
dividing ridge between the waters o~the Missouri and 
Columbia; passed over the ridge and caihe to a fine spring 
the waters of which run into the Missouri. We then 
kept down this stream or bmnch about a mile; then .turn-
ed a north course along tho side of the dividing ricl-ge for 
eight miles, passing u. number of small streams or briii:h~ 
ches, and at 9 o'clock at night encamped after coming' 
thirty two miles. . 

Tuestlay 8. The morning was pleasant with some 
white frost. \Ve started early and proceeded on l10arly 
north; saw several deer, cabre and wolves in the· plains, 
and alter going three miles and a half passed torrent 
creek, n largtJ creek that runs into Medicine ri~er. 
Shortly after we passed this creek we went off the path 
or tro.il, traveled straight across the plains, and in about 
fifteen miles struck Medicine river, close above the forks 
where we halted f(!r dinner; and one of our hunters ., 01:< 

killed a doer and a cabre. In the afternoon we proceet~· 
ed clown Medicine river nine miles; and havifliid'<llfi'e in 
the whole to day twenty eight miles encamJfd for the 
night; and found the musketoes very troublesome. 

Wednesday 9. A cloudy morning. We set out early 
to go down the river; but had not proceeded far until it 
began to rain, and we halted at some old Indian lodges, 
whet·o we took shelter. In an hours time the ruin slack­
ened, and we proceeded on; but had not gone far before 
it began to ruin again, and the weather was very cold for 
the season. At noon we came up with our hunters, who 
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had killed a large buffalo; so we halted and some of us 
went and dressed it, and brought in the best of the meat 
which was very good. \Ve encamped here and .lay by 
during the afternoon as the rain continued dunng the 
v;hole of it. 

Thursdav 10. At dark last evening the weather clear­
ed up, and "was cold all night. This morning was clear 
and cold, and all the mountains in sight were covered 
with snow, which iell yesterday and lwst night.* At 8 
o'clock we started duwn tho river, and in the course of 
the dav our hunters killerl five deer, two elk and a bear. 
Tho r•;ad was very muddy after the rain. Tho country 
on both sides is co\nposed of beautiful plains; the river 
about 80 yards wi{le and tolerably straight, with some 
cotton wood timber on its banks; and plenty of game of 
different kinds rangingthrough the plains. Having made 
24 miles we encamped lor the night. 

Fridav 11. This was a fine Hwrning and we set out 
early to. cross the ·point, and hal'ing gone eight miles, 
came to the 2\Iissouri at the Bear islands, nearly oppos'ite 
our ohl encampment. Ht::re our hunters, in a short tin::re, 
killed five buflalo; and we saved the best of the meat; 
and of the skins made two canoes to trm}sport ourselves 
and baggage across the river., The buffalo are in large 
droves about this place. 

Saturday 12. Again a fine morning. \V e went out 
to collect our horses and found that ten of them were 
nussmg. I then set out to look ior them, wont seven 
miles up Medicine river, wheno I found three of them 
a;rm returned to camp. Two'more went to hunt for them 
and the rest of us crossed the river in our new craft 
wb.ich we; (j.nd answer the purpose very well. At night 
one of the men returned without finding the lost horses. 

Sunday 13. The morning was pleasant, and we mov-

*It will not bell subject of surprise that snow should fal.l here 
in the middle of summer, when the elevation of this part of the 
conn try, which divides the eastern from the western waters, is 
taken into view. Every person will be able to comprehend, that 
no small degree of elevation, above its mouth, will be suffisient to 
give so rapid a course to the Missouri for upwards of 3000":mi1es, 
even rnpposing there were no great falls or cataracts. ' 
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ed about a mile up to our old encampment; opened a 
deposit we had made here and found some things spoiled; 
and the other man that went to look for the horses not 
being retumed we remained here all day airing and sun­
ning the baggage and stores. Tho musketo~s torment 
us very much, and the wolves continually howl night 
and day round our camp. 

Monday l<L This was a pleasant morning. We 
staid here also to clay; anrl the muske10es continued to 
torment us until about noon, when a f1n8 breeze of wind 
·arose and drove them, for a while, away. \V c deposited 
tho most 1raluablo part of our baggage and stores on a 
largo island so that if tho Indians came they would not 
get it. 

Tuesday 15. \Vo had pleasant weather. One of our 
men started to go down to the other end of the portage, to 
see if the porioguc was safe, which we had left there; 
and in the afternoon the man who bad gone after the 
horses returned unsuccessf'Ltl; but as he saw some fresh 
indian signs he supposes they were stolen and taken back 
over the dividing ridge. Capt .. Lewis tlwrefore concluded 

···to take fewer men and horses with him than he had 
intended on his excursion up Maria's river. In the even­
ing the man who had started to go to the othcl" end of tho 
portage, returned without being there. A whit2 bear met 
him at Willow creek, thatso J'reightenod his hor~e, that 
he threw him ofr among tho feet of the animal; hut he 
fortunately (being too.neur to shoot) had sufficient pre­
sence of mind to hit the bear on the head with his gun; 
and tlwstroke so stunned it, that it gave him tune to get 
up a tr~e close by before it could seize him. The blow, 
however, broke the gun and rendered it useless; and the 
bgar'watched him nJ;>out three hours and'' went away; 
when he came down, caught his horse about two miles 
<listantinnd returned to camp. 1'hese bears are very 
numerous in tl!:is'lil~t);,Of the . country and very danger­
ous, as they will at1l!',k'a man every opportunity. 

Wednesday 16. This wa fine morning. \Ve col-
feeted our horses, ilf which . 'n Lewis took six and 
l:eft four to haul the cil.noosa~ aggage over the portage; 
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and then started to go up Maria's river with only three 
hunters. \V e continued here to repair our waggons or 
truckles to transport the baggage and canoes on when the 
men with them should arrive. The musketoes arc still 
verv troublesome. 

\'Vhcn Cap1Uin Lewis left us, he gave onlcrs that we 
should wait at the mouth of l\Iaria's river to the 1st of 
September, at which time, should he not arrive, we were 
to proceed on and join Captain Clarke at the mouth of 
the Y ellow-stonP river, and them to return home: bctt 

informed us, that should his life and health be preserved 
- he would meet us at the mouth of l\luria's river on the 

5th of August. 
Thur:day 17. We had a pleasant day, and high wind; 

which drives awav the musketoes and relieves us from 
those tormenting ins3cts. 

Friday 13. This was another pleasant day, and I 
went down with three of the men to tho lower end of the 
portagd to examine tho periogue and dcpositc thoro, 
and tound ull sale. I\' o took some tobacco out of the 
deposit, core red up all agaiu, until tho party should arrive 
with the canoes, and then returned to camp. 

Saturday 19. The weather continues pleasant and 
, most of the men are employed iu dres~ing skins, as we 
hav.e got all ready fen· crossing tho portage as soon as 
the canoes arrive. Tho mu:>ketoos were very trouble­
some to day. At 3 o'elock in tho afternoon a sergeant 
and nine men arriveu at our camp with the canoes and 
some baggag2. They informed me that they had a good 
passage over tho mountains to the Missouri; and on their 
way saw a boiling hot spring, which in twenty five min­
utes would boil meat put irito it quito well and fit for · 

, eating. This spring is on the head wat:·rs of Wisdom 
. river. They had got to the canoe deposito on the 8th 

inst •. and found every thing safe: the whole party then 
~e down to tho forks at the mouth of Jefferson river; 

"whm'El Captain Clarke with ten men and the interpreter 
left them and went up Gallatin's river in order to cross 
over to the Jo.une, or Yellow Stone river. They lmd 
plenty of provisions all the way. In the evening, ~ve 
hauk'<l the canoes out to dry. · 



AS RELATED BY PATRICK GASS. 219 

Sunday 20. We had a fine day; but the musketoes 
were very bad. We concluded to stay here all day, as 
the men who had come with the canoes, were fatigued; 
and in the evening tried our horses in harness and found 
they would draw very well. 

Monday 21. A pleasant morning. One of the men 
went out for the horses; and the rest of us put two canoes 
on tho wagons, and moved them forward by hand some 
distance, when the man returned without finding the hor­
ses. Two more then went out to look for them. and at 
noon came back without finding them. In the afternoon 
some more men went to loolt for them, who at night 
returned also without seeing tu1y thing of them; and we 
lay where the canoes wero all night. 

Tuesday 22. We had a fine morning. Eight of us 
started in various directions to look for the horses, and in 
a short time two of tho men found them; harnnssed them 
in tho wagons and moved on about four miles, when one 
of the axletrees broke; and they returned to the river to 
mend it. Myself and one of the men did not return till 
dark, and then came to the place where the can()j;!s were 
upon the plains, with some of the men. Here a heavy 
shower of rain came on with tlnmder and lightning; 
and we remained at this place aU night. 

vV ednesday !'23. 'rhis was a pleasant morning after 
the rain; and I went with the man who came with me 
last night, and joined the party at the river. They had 
repaired the wagons and pt!t on two more canoes; one 
of which was very large and gave us a great deal of 
wouble, as we could not make axlotrecs out of the willow 
that would stamd more than six or eight miles •• At 5 
o'clock we got to Willow creek, and encamped for the 
n!ght; and made a new a:l:letree. In our way to day one 
of the men cut his log very bad with a. knife, which so 
lamed him that he had to ride in one of the canoes. 

Thursday 24. This was a cloudy morning. I was 
very much indisposed .last night and am yet very unwell. 
I therefore staid at this camp, and the party went back 
for two more canoes. About 3 o'clock Ol1E\''Of the wag­
gons with a canoe arrived, and the party ..With it; having 
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let the horses feed a while, and taken dinner, they pro­
ceeded on to Portage river. About an hour after they 
started a very heavy shower of rain, accompanied with 
thunder and lightning, came on, and la.sted about an hour 
and a half. After this we had a fine evening, and a little 
before sunset the other wagon with a canoe arrived; 
when we encamped for the~ night. The man who cut 
his leg is S!ill very lame and continues at this c::nnp. 

Friday 2:5. This was a tine morning with a very 
heavy dew. The rmny Set out early to Portage river 
with the canoe; and m a short time the men with the 
other wu.gon came back; l was by this time so much 
recovered as to be able to return wi1h the party for 
another canoe; which is all.we will bring over, as the 
other is very heavy and injured; and we expect that the 
fiye small ones with the periogues will be sufiicient to 
carry ourselves and baggage down the Missouri. About 
2 o'clock the wagons met at \Yiilow creek, when we 
had another n~ry heavy shon·cr of rain accompanied 
'With thunder and lightning. At 3 o'clock we set out with 
both the wagons tmd two canoss to Portage river; it 
rained hard on us all the wav, and the road was so mud­
dy that the horses were not ahle to haul the loads, without 
the assistance of every man at the wagons. At night 
we arrived at Portage river, and tllen had four canoes 
there safe. 

Saturday 26. The morning was cloudy. Eirrht of 
us went back to 'Willow cn!ek for the other cano~, and 
the rest of the party were employed in taking down the 
canoes and baggage to the lower end of the portage, 
where the periogue had been left. It rained ve<·y hard 
aU night, which has made the plains so muddy, that it is 
~vith the greatest difficulty we can get aloi1g with the 
,canoe; thoqgh in the evening, after a hard day's labor 
we got her safe to Portage river, and the men run her 
down to the lower landing place, where we encamped. 
A f~ drops of rain fell in the course of the day. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Sunday 27. Is a fine clear pleasalit'~orning, myself 
and one of the men crossed th.e· river"With the horses, in 
order to go by land to the mouth of 1\furia'sriv~r: the rest 
or the party here are to go by water. we proceeded· on . 
through the plains about twenty miles, and in our way 
saw a great rmwy buffalo. We then struck Tansy or 
J{ose nver, which we kept down about ten miles and 
encamped. The lund along this river is handsomely 
covered with Cotton wood timber and there. is abtmdance · 
of g:une of difftJrotlt kinds. In our way we killei.'l.a 
buffitlo and a goat. Tho wolves in packs occasionaHy 
hunt these goats, which are too swift to be run down and 
taken by a slngle wolf. The wolves ltavi11g fixed upbn' 
their intended prey and taken their stations, a part e£ the 
pack commence .. the chase, and running it in llt<larcle, 
are at certain intdrvals relieved by others. .In this man­
ncr they are able torun a goat down. At the fallswhie:re 
the wolves are plenty, I had an ormotunity .of seeing one 
of these hunts. ., . 

Monday 28. The morning was fine and pleasant, 
and at an early hour we proceeded down the rive}7• In 
our way we killed six goats or antelopes and 1,3ev!ln 
buffalo; and abDut 1 o'clock came to 'the point at the 
mouth of Maria's river, ~h~re we met with the patty 
who had come down from the falls by wat~r, and who 
had _just ~trived; and also unexpec:tedl;Y wtth Captain 
Lewts and the three men who had gone wrth~iJ.. They 
h&>Cl joined the part~ descending the riv:er. forenoon, 
after :dtl.irrg"iO"ne ht,mdred and twenty · . . yester-
iclay mbrliing, when they had a skerd\isif·~~. party of 
the Prairie Grossventres, or Bigbellied lnd~s who inha­
bit the plains up Maria's river; ·¢." whif}h. thl}Y gave the 
following account. On the evening o(dte :!~tn Captain 
Lewis and his party met wi~h e~ht of,. th'f)~e Indians, 
who s&emed very friendly "11lnd gave them two robes. In 
rettlrn Captain Lewis g.~ye .o:ne of them, who was a chief, 





AS RELATED BY PATRICK. GASS. 223 

a medal; and they !lll continued together during tho night; 
but after break ol day the next mornmg, the Indians 
snatched U[l throe of our men's guns and nm off with 
them. One India;1 had the guns of two men, who pur· 
sued and caught hlln, and one of them killed him with 
his knife; and they got b~tek tho guns. Another had 
Captain Lewis's gun, but immediately gave it up. Tho 
party th1:n ·went to catch their horses, and found the 
Indians uriving tlwm off; when Captain Lewis shot one 
of them, and gave him a mortal wouncl; who notwith­
stanuing rctumed the fire, but without hurting the Cap· 
tu.in. So om· men got all thuir own horses, but one, and 
u numbDr of those bulonging to the Indians, as they ran 
olf in confusion and left every thing tlwy hml. Our 
men then saclillc:cl tlwir horses, and maclJ toward tho 
Missouri a~ lust as possible; alter Captain Lewis had 
satislied himsdC with r<!spect to the geography of the 
country up Maria's river. 

We this clay took,}he articles out of the place of uepo· 
sit, and examined the large red perioguc we left here, 
~and found it too rotten to take down the river. W c 
therefore tonk what naris out of it we could, left our 
horsl!il 011 the plains and proccoued down the river. 
About tlw time we started, a heavy gust of rain and hail 
uecom]Hlnied with thumlor and lightning came on and 
lasted about an hour, after which we had u clomlv wet 
afternoon, and in the evening we cncurnpcu about n~enty 
fivo miles below .the forks. 

Tuesday>' ~;~: Early in a cloudy morning we com­
mcilCed ou~·; V't"age fr01~1 the. m.outh o[ M~.~iu's river; 
and tl:le"'cl,lrre~t'of. the 1\hssoun bmng very sw1ft, we went 
down r~,i(llyt At meJon we su.w some Ibex or Bighorns 
at the ~'tr!.Ulce .of a range of high rough hills; and we 
halted. dir.±d k.i.tl'bd two .of them. Having dined we pro· 
ceeded ·¢t'l again, and tin our way, during the afternoon, 
killed sevsn more of these mountain sheep. There are 
few other animaLs ~n this. range of high country. In 

. the eve,ning ifie en<Ca~ped o QSit.e tho mouth of Sln.ug~-
tor river, and. Captairt L four of those animals 
skeletonized, to take .wit .til the seat of Government 
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of the United St~tes. A considerable quantity of rain 
fell in the course of the day. 

Wednesday 30. We embarked ea1·Iy in a cloudy 
morning with some ruin. On our way through this high 
range of mountains, ·we killed four more of the large 
horned animals, two buffalo, two be~wer and a bear. 

The water of the river is very thick and muddy, on 
account of the late fulls of rain, which wash those clay 
hills very much. \\' e went down the river upwards of 
70 mile;; to day, and encamped on a prairie island. Hea­
vy rain fell·at intervals during the clay. 
·Thursday 31. \Ve set out early, though it continued 

at inten·als to rain hard; about 10 o'clock we saw a great 
gang of elk on a small island, where we halted and in a 
short time killed fifteen of them. We took the skins 
and the best pm·t of the meat, and proceeded. Al noon 
we halted to dine, and•had then a very heavy shower of 
rain. "' e also killed another of the Large horned ani­
mals or mountain sheep. \Ve remained here about an 
hour, then proceeded on, and will soon be clear of this 
range of high rough country. In our way this after~ 
noon, we killed two mule and twelve other deer, and two 
beaver. Though the afternoon was wet and disagreea­
ble, we came 70 miles to day. 

Friday, August 1, 1806. We embm·ked early· in a 
wet disagreeable morning, and in a short time saw a large 
brown or grizly bear swimming in the river, which we 
killed, and took on board; passed tl1e mouth of Muscle 
shoo.! river; and at noon halted to dine at some old 
Indian lodges. Captain Lewis being afraid from the 
dampness of the weather, that the skins he had procured 
of these bigchorned animals would spoil, thought it advi­
sable to stay here this afternoon and dry them by a 
fire in these old lodges: and some of the men went out 
to hunt. About an hour after we landed here, a large 
bear came so close to our camp, that one of the men shot 
and killed it from our fire. In the evening our hunters 
came in and killed several deer. The afternoon was 
cloudy with some rain; and having made a fire and put 
the skins to dry with two men to attend them, made our 
arrangements for the night. • .. · 
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Sll:turday 2. ~his was a fine clear morning, and Capt. 
Lew1s thought 1t best to stay here 10 day also and dry 
our baggage, as it was becoming damp and wet. Two 
hunters were sent on in a canoe to hunt; and in the 
co ursa of the day we got every thing dry and ready to 
set out the next morning. 

Sund<lJ 3. We had a fine morning, and at 6 o'clock 
got under way and proceeded on. Having gone 10 miles 
we came up with the hunters who .had killed 24 deer. 
vVe went on very rapidly and saw gt·eat gang> of elk 
feeding on the shores, bnt few bu!Talo. At sunset we 
cncampod having gone 73 miles. 

Monday 4. 'fhis wail another pleasant day and we 
proceaded on early. One of th8 small canoe:> with two 
hunti:Jrs did not come up last night. We left another 
small canoo with some hunters bd1ind and proceecbd on. 
Wem wont very rapidly, and in our \vay killed a butfalo, 
ana some; deer. At 5 o'clock we pas.>sd ths mouth of 
Milk River, which was v:qry high and the currant srrong. 
Having proceeded 8S miles we encamped for tho night. 

Tuesday 5. Last night was cloudy and thund.;,r was 
heard at a distance. About midnight the sma!l canoe 
we left yesterday came flo~:tting down with tl;e current, 
and would have passed us if our sentinel had not hailed it: 
the hunters in it killed a bsar and two deer. This morn­
ing was' also doudf; and we halted hera till noon in 
expectatien 1hqt the other canoe 'Would come down; but 
there was ,the;1,nq ,a:ptmarance of it; and we began to 
suspect it had p~sed in the night. The for.:moon had 
become clear and\"leasant, and at noon we got under 
way. As we wen:ton we killed a Yery !at buf[tlo and 
some .. deer; arli!two huuters >'fho went on ahead in the 
morning killed two tery larg3 brown bears. At sunset 
we encamped, and at dark a violent gust of wind and rain 
came on w;lil;h thunder and lightning, which lasted about 
an hourtaftet which we had a fine clear night. 

Wednesday 6. ' 'We embarked early, and had a fine 
morning, but high wind.!:~ At 12 o'clock the wind blew 
if>· .violent that it became dangerous to go on, and we 
lial.~ed;. and some of the men went out and shot a large 

15 
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buck, but not dead and he got into the river; when two 
of them pursued in a canoe and caught him. Having 
remained here three hours, we again went on until night 
and encamped. vVe have yet seen nothing of the two 
hunters who had been left behind in the small canoe. 

Thursday 7. The morning was cl5J~1d3;, and. we set 
out early, after a very heavy shower of ram, which fell 
before daylight. We proceeded on very well, and about 
4 o'clock arrived at the mouth of the Yellow Stone River. 
We found that Captain , Clarke had been encamped on 
the point some time ago,'" and had left it. We discover­
ed nothing to inform us where he was gone, except a 
few words written or traced ia, the sand, which were 
"W. C. a few miles further down on the right hand 
side;·" Captain Lewis having,left a few lines for the two 
men in the canoe, to inform them, if they are still behind, 
where we were gone, we continued our voyage. • At 
night we encamped after coming above 100 miles; and 
though dark killed a fat buffalo at the place of our en· 
campment. 
1, Fridp.y 8. We had a fine clear cool morning with 
some whitvrost; proceeded on early and in a short time 
passed one of Capt. Clarke's camps. At 9 oclock we halted 
to repair the periogue, and to dress some skins to make 
ourselves 'Clothing. The musketoes are more trouble­
some here than at any other place since Vfe left the falls 
of the Missouri. A party of men went out to hunt and 
killed some elk and deer; the rest "'ere employed in 
dressing deer and cabre skins. · 

Saturday 9. This was another :fine day; and most of 
'he men were emplo:yed as yesterday; and in making 
small oars for our canoes. +Two of them went over the 
river and killed an elk and a deer. • 

SUnday 10. We had a fine morning and were em­
ployed in reR!'liring the periogue and dressing skins, 
until 3 o'clock in the afternoon, whe~ we got the per· 

. Wgu.e.oompleted, loaded our craft, and at 4 o'clock pro· 
' '~ on to the momh of ~bite-earth River, and 
~ped ·opposite, it on the same boltom, where we 
~ Ql'l the 21st of April 1805. In· the afternoon 

' .. W?k· . ~ 
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some drops of rain fell; and the musketoes here were 
very bad indeed. 

Monday 11. The morning was pleasant; and we 
set out early; passed Captain Clarke's encampment of 
the 8th instant, and proceeded on to the burnt bluffs, 
where we saw a gang of elk feeding. The canoes were 
then sent tp shore with a party of men to endeavor to 
kill some of them; and we proceeded on with the per­
iogue. ln'about a half a mile further we saw another 
gang, when we halted and Captain Lewis and one of 
the men went out after them. In a short time Captain 
Lewis returned wounded and very much alarmed; and 
ordered us to our arms, supposing he had been shot at 
by some Indians. Having prepared for an attack, I 
went out with three mon to reconnoitre and examine the 
bushes, which are very thick at this place, and could see no 

.In<iians; but after some time met with the man who went 
.out' with Captain Lewis, and found on inquiry that he 
had shot him by accident through the hips, and without 
knowing it pursued the game. Having. made this dis­
covery, we returned to the periogue; examined and 
dressed Captain Lewis's wound; and fou'nd the ball, 
which had lodged in his overalls. The canoes having 
come down we. proceeded on, after dressing two elk 
that had been ltiUed at this place, and passed an encamp­
ment which Captain Clarke had left in the morning. 
We found here a note informing us, that the Indians had 
stolen all the horses which he had sent with a sergeant 
and party from Yellow Stone River, and that the ser­
geant with the party came down in skin canoes and met 
him at this place. We then proceeded on some distance 
and encamped; 

Tuesday li. The morning was pleasant, and we 
proceeded on. Captain Lewis is in good spirits; btit his 
wound stiff and sore. Having gone about nine miles 
'J8 met with twyen on the river trapping and hunting. 
Capt. Lewis gave them some ammunition, and directions 
with respect to the river above. They informed us. that 

• C.,ptain Clark.e and party had passed· them yesterday at 
noqn. We proceeded on and at 10 o'clock overtook 
Captain Clarke and his party, all in good health. The 
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two men with the small canoe, ·who had been some time 
absent, came down and joined at the place where we met 
with the two strangers: and now, (thanks to God) we 
are all together again in good health, except Captain 
Lewis, and his wound is not dangerous. 

After the Corps were separated among the rnountains, 
a.'l before mentioneJ, Captain Clarlw's party proceeded 
on ro the Canoe deposit, near the head of the mum brunch 
ofthe Missouri (called Jefferson's Hiner) rune! having 
descended with the cunoes to the mouth of th8 brunch, 
which they called Galiatin, Captain Clarke with 10 men 
left those,. who were to take dovn1 tho cmwcs to tho falls; 
traveled three days up Gallatin's River tmvards the south, 
when they crossod a ridge and came upon the waters or 
the Jaune or Yellow-stone ).liver. Having gone about 
100 miles down this river by land they made two canoes, 
and Captain Clarke having sent ofl:' a sergeant and thxee 
men with the horses ro th<.~Mandan villug:.,,, went dl{'ivn 
himself with six oth~:r men bv water. On the suconJ 

after the sergeunt and his imrty had started fi::.l· the 
villages, the Iudians stole the whole of the 

horses, and dw party were obliged to descend the river 
in skin canoes. Captain Clarke's party in their route 
had fbuad game plenty of dit!8rent kinds, buifalo, elk, 

heaver, otter and some other animal:.>.. They als1) 
the Yellow-stone River a pleasant :.md navigable 

stream, with a rich soil along it; but timber scaree. 
\Ve here took the men on board, and left. the buffalo 

canoes. At night we encamped on a sand beach, as the 
musketoos are not so bad there as iu the >voods. 

Wednesday 13. After a stormy night of ·wind and 
we set out early in a fine morning; about 9 o'clocl{ 

lhe little J'v1issouri and ·went on very well during 
whole of the day. In the evening those in sornc of 

the srna:ll canoes, which were ahead, saw Indians, who 
ikli! ~re they· could speak to. them~ At night wG: 
~ped opposite an old wintering vill~ge of the GroS$'­
~tiT~, which ha~ been diserted some time ago. 
j<·~~tu;sday 14. The morn,ingof this day )vas plea~artt. 

embarked early. In a short tinw voll arihed 
to · Oll'r old; friends the Grosventres and, Mandans; 
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and i1xe!l our cr~eampment i.n .a ccnt:al position,~ as to 
be most convcrmHt to the 1.hilerent V1lhwes. The inhab· 
itants of all th::J vi!lagus appear very g~d to see us, and 
sent us pr.u~'cnts of corn, b'.)ans aml squashes. 

Friday. 15. We had a liric dear pleasant morning. 
and contmuod krc ull Jay, to ascertain whether any. of 
the chiefs would go down with us or not. They had ~to 
hold councils ::unung tr,Pmselvcs, aml we 'had to wait for 
their aus\\•cn-1. 'fl1e two huntc:rs we left up the river 
carne duwn, '1\Hirl with us k·ro, and got one of our party 
to join in purin(·r.•hip with thum, and to return up the 
rivers Mis:wtn·i aw.l huuo to hunt. 

Saturday 1G. Tl!i, wac1 a line eool day; and we yet 
remaiued h:•rc:, waiting an answer from the natives. 
Some uf thl•se lJHlimls ~are very kim! and obliging; fur· 
nishing us with eorn, k~ans uud squashes; but there are 
others verv trt)ublesome, and steal ~vhen¢ve-r 
an opportt~nity. Yesterday ll,ll<l t(!'d~y.,ti~ey.;st{Jiu:l:'li!!(<"'¥r· 
ul knives tmd spoODs; ~nd 1hroo powder !hQ'rM; 
pouches f\llfod wi1h !illmlun~tion. 

lnthe afternoon the chief, ~.alled the Big-Wb.i~~e, con­
cluded to go down with us, and we agreed to sULy antil 
f2 o'cioek lO·lllOl'l'OWj that he l'Ui~1ll have lll'l orpqrtunity 
to get. ready for hi~ voyage and ~~~ion. The eom~d­
ing oflicercl guve Jirs<.:harg:)s to the man who agreed to 
return with th~ hunt,~r» up the rirer, at}d the interpreter; 
who intends settlir:g among these Indians, and tQ whom 
:they gave the blu~.;ksmiths tools; supposing they might 
be useful to the xlauon. They ul8o gave a small piilCe of 
ordna:rwe to tb~ ~·o~~nters, w l1ieh they ar>pear~ very 
f~d of. · · 

Sunday 17. There was some flying el,~ds .~iii!! 
morning, atld the weather was cold for dlt!k ~tl. 
The two strange hunte-.rs, with the r~ ;whq h~ r.eooived 
his discharge and was to go up the ri\;er wicl.). tbem, we&t 
on early. We .lashed our sma.ll,~oes lllgether, twa 
and two, as we expect they will .~. moifl3 st~y this wa:y 
and carry larger louds. At u~tt we, drottpOO GOW)l ~ 
:the village of the !3ig-White; ~ he, ~is wif: ood~ ehi:d. 
with Geesem the Interpreter for the Big· W1ute, Ins wtfe 
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and two children embarked in two of our canoes to go to 
the Unitee States. \Ve proceeded on at 2 o'clo~k; the 
wind was hivh, and river rough; and in the evemng we 
encamped h:vino- descended about 20 miles. 

Monday 18. "\ve set out early in a cloudy morning, 
and the wind hicrh. At 10 o'dock we killed two deer, 
when we halted '!'or an hour and cooked some venison. 
In the evening we encamped, and some of the men \Vent 

out and killed five or six more deer. 
Tuesday 19. This was a cloudy ;vindy morning; 

and the water rough, that our small cm1oes could not safe­
ly ride the waves: so we remained here and seveml of 
the men went out to hunt. \Ve do not go on so rapid! y as 
we did higher up the river; but having lashed our canoes 
together we go on very safe, and can make 50 or 60 
miles a day. Captain Levi is is getting much better and 
we are all in good spirits. At 3 o'clock in the after­
noon dJe wind ceased, and we proceeded on, and met 
with our hunters on the bank, who had killed six elk and 
11 deer. \Ve took the me~t on board, proceeded on, 
and encamped on a sand-beach. 

\Vednesdav 20. \Ve embarked earlv after a heavy 
gust of >vind and :rain, and proceeded on very well. 
The .forenoon was clomlv, wi!l10ut J;ain; and in the after­
noon ihe ·weather bccm1;c clear and pleasant. \Ve went 
about seventy miles, and encamped; where we fcmml the: 
musketoes verv troublesome. 

·Thursday 21. \Ve proeeeded on early and had a fine 
morning. At 10 o'eloek we arrived ut the first village of 
the Rickarees, and halted. In our wuy here we met 
three Frenchmen in a canoe; one of the;n a young man., 
who formly helonged to the North \Vest Company of 
traders, wished to go with us to the United States; which 
our eommanding officers consented to, and he was taken 
on board one of our canoes. 'When we halted m1d land­
<ed at the villages, the natives generally assembled, and 
Captain Clarke held a. council with them; when they 
declared they would live in peace with all nations; but 
,t~t their chiefs and warriors would not go to the United 
~at present, as they had sent one chief already, 
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and h,~ h~d. not returned. !here are also a g!eat many 
of thv Cluon, or Dog nanon encamped here, in large 
handsomn leather lodgos; and who have come to trade 
\~ith t.ho Rickarecs for corn and b:mns, for which they 

gtvo 1.11 exchang~. buffalo meat and rob:)s. ;I'h;;y are a 
vt;ry s:lly s.uP;!r.;ttl!OU8 peo~lc. Captain Clarke gave one 
of th;nr ch~cds a medal, whtch he gave back with a buffalo 
r.obJ, and said hJ was afraid of white people, and did not 
hkD. to tab tmy thing from thmn: but after some per· 
mm,ton lw nceeptod tlu mechl, and we left them.* Here 

a Fr;~llehmcm joined us to go to St. Louis, who was in the 

snrvicu :lf th:J contmat:ding offic .. ~r.1; and we dropped down 
to the vtllngJ on the 1slund, and Gneumped for the night. 

CHAPTER XXV, 

Friday 2~ . Tins was a, cloudy wet morning, after 
u night of hard ruin, and we stayed at this villag.J to 12 
o'clock. Tb:J n::qives u.~;,d us friendly and with kindness; 

gavu ufl corn anuo b~J~ns wil11 OlhcJr artwles; but none of 
them would go down with us. Afnoon we got under 
way; and having proee• ded twelve miles the weather 

bncarno clPar, anrl we halted to dry our bagg::g'l, which 
got vm·y wet hut uight. At 4 o'elock we again went on, 
and had u fi.rw pr,tss!>ge till night, whun we encamped. 

Saturday 23. We sot out early in a fine morning, 
but t:he wind was high; and we w;mt on very wull till 
near noon, wh'Jll trw wind blew so hard that we had to 

halt, and wore d<:Haincd about four hours. Three hun­
ters went on ahead by land, and when \ve had overtaken 

<~>We think that somo fnr!he.r proo(is necess·try to est~blish the 
weakness and superstition of these Iuiiians. Had the chtef perse­
vered in tho rejection of the metlal, we, i.nsteat! of thinkin& ~tim 

silly ant! superstitions, would h>tve been mchned to the opnnon, 
that he was the wisest Indian on . the Missouri. 
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them they had hilled two elk and some deer, and we 
halted to mke in the meat. Here we had a very heavy 
shower of rain, ;vhich detained us another hour. We 
encamped a:t night and found the musketoes vcry trouble­
some. 

Sunday 24. \Ve had a fino m?rning, and went on 
verv well till noon, when the wmd ro:le and blew so 
strO'ng that we were obliged to' halt. Havir:g lain by 
three hours we aaain proceeded, but did uot go far bc!orc 
we were obligc•d "'on account of the wind, agai11 to stop, 
and encarnp for ths night. 

l\fondav 25. The morning was again plea;ant, aml 
we proceeded on early, havir;g sent forward two small 
canoes with five men to hunt. \Vhen we hnd guue 12 
miles, we came to the moU1h of the Chien River, where 
we halted aild staid till noon, for the pm·po~e of taking 
an observation. Sume of the men ·went out to hunt, and 
while we remained her0, killed thr8c small dc."('r. At 
halfpast 12 o\:lock we proce<Cdcd on again, a11d in a 
short time overtook our canoes with the huatcri1, tlwt had 
gone on ahcml, and killed three deer. In th:; evr.·ning 
we encamped in a handsome Lollom, and a humcr killed 
another deer, 

Tuesday 26. \Ve set out early, at~d had a pleasant 
morning; passed T(\i:'ton River, but savi no signs of the 
Teeton band of the Sioux nation. In the evening we 
passed Landsclle's fort; but found no persons inhabiting 
it. At dark ·we encamped after coming about sixty 
miles. 

w·ednesday 27. \Ve again had a pleasant day and 
embarked early: proceeded on till wo came to the upper 
end of the Great bend, and there stopped to hunt.* As 
our hunters saw some game, we in a short time contin­
ued our voyage round the bend; at the lower end of 

~ In a former geographical note (pa. 62) ;ve stated that the place 
where Mr. Thompson, Astronomer to the North West Company, 
t-ook his observation n the year 1798 to ascertain the latitude and 
1Wl;gitude of the northern bend of the Missouri, was near the 
longitude of the Mandan villages. If what Mr. Thompson 
cid.llld the northern bend is the same with what Mr. Gass calls 
the .g.reat bend (of which there appears little doubt) the longitude 
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which we killed an elk. As we were passing an island 
we saw· a gang of bufTulo feedillg on it; when we halted 
and kill0cl throe of them, and encamped on the island 
for the night. 

Thur,;day 28. \Ve had another pleasant day; embark­
ed early, and proceeded on tilt aoottt 11 o'clock, when 
we arrivud at Pleasant camp. and halted. \Ve left the 
camp on thcJ 18th S;cpWn)b.::t· 1806. The commanding 
officer> wishing 10 procure and take down with them the 
skeletonoJ of some moro clecr, and cabro; and knowing 
that th:.·rc~ w~r:; but faw of tho•oJ animals lower down the 
river; couti11ued her-.; the rcnmindt·r of the dav, and sent 
out six or eight lntrlters; who re:tnrned at nig+u without 
finding any uf the wished for animals, but killed some 
fut butfido and common del'r. 

Friday 29. The morning wa:' cloudy and some hun­
ters went on ah.::ad very early; while we a.tnus.)d our­
selves till 10 o'clock gmheriPg plums, ·of whid1 there is 
great abundance atethis place. We then went on, and 
passed White River on the ;;outh side. The Missouri 
lwre i~ vcrv full of sand bars und shoals, and we find 
difiieulty ir{ g ·tting along. About 2 o'clock we halted 
to kill SOillll buffalo, but wcr_:o un:mccossful, and we pro­
ceeded, till eveniug, aml encamrud. 

Sanmla.y 30. We had a pJc,nant morning, and v.:ont 
on early, thrile huntt!rs starting ub.>ad. \Ve killed sonw 
buffalo aud elk in our way, and about 2 o'clock met a 
band of the Tcetons, fifty or sixty in numb~r, and halted 
on the opposite side of th ~ riVi.:r us we did not wish to 
hav-e -<'l;ny ir!tercourae with tlnm. HerCJ w.? waited £Jr 
thr~e 11tuaters, who were bc~hind; and during our stay 
'()i:ghf or c nine of the Indians swam to a sand bar about 

t~f tb,e Mandan villages will be between two and three degrees 
w<lllt :~ the northern, or great beuJ; ·or in about longitude 104. 
degrees·. west of London, 29 degrees west of Philadelphia, 112 
ii!lwe:e:~ w.es't of th<> mouth of the Missouri, and nearly 2:) degrees 
.east of' >the mouth of the Columbia. This will still show the great 
.!Jp·ors of ,tliose. maps of Louisiana, which place the Mandan 
vitlages 20 degrees west of the longitude of the confluence of 
tlu, M ssouri and Mississippi; aml Jess than 12 degrees east of 
ih;at-of the mGuth of the Coltimbia. 
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60 yards from us, and we found that th~y were the 
sm113 rascals, who had ginn us trouble as we went up. 
lYe could not converse with th~.'m, but one of our men 
understanding the languaga of the Poni:>, of which they 
understood some words; we through him let thc:n know 
that we wanted nothing to do with them; and that if they 
troubled us, we would kill every one of dwm. They 
then wirhdrc:w, and tho whole parry lef1 the ri\·er and 
wo::nt ofT tn the hills. Our three hunters return:;d, and 
we proce2tL~d on, and in the evening encmnpcu on a 
sanJ bar in the ri,·er. 

Sumb.y 31. This was a cloudy morning, after a 
disagr3eablc night of wind and hard rain. \V 0 sat out 
earl~:; went OU Very welt all day, and i11 the e\·cning 
encump::d, wh::re we found the musk9tocs very trouble­
sotne. 

::\Ionuay S2ptomb::-r 1, 1806. This was a fiac plcas­
aet dav and we s:t out earlY, and abom 10 o'clock met 
nine: oi' the Yonktin band o{ thG Sioux nation of Indians 
on the south siJo of the river. \Ve ha!r:.·d and gave 
them some corn, and then proceeded on >Vith an uufavor­
abh wind. _-\t night we arr[l·c:d at onr eneampment of 
the 31st of .-\ugu-st 18J4. wh~;re we held a treaty with 
a band of tho Sioux nation, and enem:1ped forth; night. 

Tu2sday 2. We had a liae moruit~g. but high wind; 
set out earlY, antl went on till r:oon, when we hal teed, anJ 
som:" men ;,vc:nt out and killed two. fino fat butElio ~ows; 
owl brc>ught in the best of the meat. Tho musketoes 
ar,, ;-erY rronble~o<m::. \Ve again started and went on 
about t\,-o miks, when the wir(d blew so violent llmt we 
had to encamp for the' night, on a large sand bar, where 
the musketoes aro not so bad, as where there ara \Voods 
or· busl1t:s:. 

\Vednescla:v 3. In a pleasant morning we got early 
under waY, and.went very well all dav. j,bout 5 o'clock 
in llle uft~~·noon, we mci a Mr. Aird; a trader, \Vho was 
going up the :\Iissouri, and we encamped with him. At 
suns::;t a violent gust of wind and rain, with thunder and 
lightning came on and lasted two hours. 

Thursday 4. This was a cloudy morning. \V e 
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exchanged some ·corn with Mr. Aird for tobacco, which 
our party stood much in need of; and his pany having 
lost a boat load of provisions on their way up; wanted the 
corn. We then proceeded on till we came to our old 
camp near the Maha village, where we halted to dry our 
baggage, which got very wet last night, and remained all 
night. The natives are all out in the plains. 

Friday 5. This was a fine morning, and we early 
embarked, and went on very well, till night, when we 
encamped on a sand bar, whera the musketoes were very 
troublesome. 

Saturday 6. We set out early in a fine morning, 
saw a number of pelicans, n.nd n.bout 8 o'clock a gang of 
elk, when some hunters went out, hut returned without 
killing any. At 11 o'clock we met a bnrge belonging to 
a Mr.· Shatto, of St. Louis, loaded with merchandize, 
for the purpose of trading with the Sioux nation of 
Indians. We got some spiritous liquors from this part/ 
the first we had tasted since the 4th of July 1805, and 
remained with them about three hours; sent some hun­
ters ahen.d n.nd proceeded on till 3 o'clock in the after­
noon, when we halted and waited for the hunters at the 
place agreed on to meet them, but they did not come 
in, and we encamped for the night. · 

Sunday 7. We had a pba'lant morning. The hun­
ters not having come in, w;:, L.:ft a canoe, with dir2ctions 
to wait till 12 o'clock for them; and proceeded on. 
About 9 o'clock we met with our huntJrs, but they had 
not killed any thing; n.nd at 11 halted to hunt and wait 
for the canoe. In a short time we killed three elk and 
~l!l.rooght in the meat; and the canoe having come up, 
we proceeded on, and at sunset encn.rnpeJ. The mns­
k$toes ara lll:Ot so troublesome as they were some time 
a~ , . 

~ Monday &. We again had a pleasant morning; and 
proceeded on early; at 10 o'clock we passed councii 
bh:tffs where we held ths first council with the Ottos on 
the 1st, 2, and 3, of August 1804, and in the evenir:g 
encamped on a small island, having gone on very well 
D·l!lring the day. 
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Tuesday 9. \Ve embarked early, and in a short 
time passe-d the mouth· of th9 graat river Platte; went on 
verv wdl all dav, and at night encamped on a saud b:cach 
opp.osite the Bald-pated prairie. 

\Vednesday 10. We had a pleasant morning, embark­
ed early and >vent on very well. At 4 o'clock. P. M 
wo met a p::riogue with four men, goit:g to trade wtth the 
Loups or\ Volflndians, who live up th~ river Platte. IV e 
£'emainecl with those men about an hour, got sornu whisky 
from them, and then continn~d our 1·oyage. In a short 
tim:J wa m:;t anoth2l' p2rioga:3 and sc,vtm mGn, going to 
trade with th:3 .!Uahas, who liY:J on tho Missouri. vv· e 
staid some time with. these m.)n, then proceeded and at 
night encan1ped on a Vv"iilo\V island. 

'-Thursday· 11. \Ve set out early; and had a cloudy 
mornir·u, and lluht showers of rain eluting tho fore-moon. 
"'t two '{n the alicnwon we swpped to lnmt, ami soon 
kilL~d t~~n) deer und a tnrk:~_·y; then proceed~J on and at 

on an i:::-.!n::d. 
Tho mornin7 was fine and wo again 

• ln half an Eotn· \\'8 met two periogues 
llll to !rude: staid with them a short time and 1\'unt 

on. ,·ll)oCJt an h~nr afrer we met whh a Mr. J\l'Cle!land 
in a largo boat with twd\·o men going up to trade with 
the ]bhas. Our Conunanding Otlicer~ were acquairltcd 
''lith Mr. }f'Cleilaml, and wo halted and remained with 
him all day, in order to got some satisfactory information 
from him. afrrr our lona absence from the United States. 
He, and t~nl Frenchmc;il ;vho were with him had sO\'Cral· 
ly instructions from the gon:rnment to make inquiry 
after our party; as they were beginning to be uneasy 
about us. 

Saturday 13. ·we had a pleasant morning after some 
rain that fel.l yesterday, and again proceeded on early 
with unfavorable wind. At 10 o'clock we halted to hunt, 
staid about three hours and killed four deer. We then 
continued our voyage to sunset and encamped. \V e had 
a few musketoe:s, but they were not so bad as we had 
found them higher up the river. 

Sunday 14. In a fine morning we proceeded on 
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early and went very well, until 3 o'clock when we met 
three large bn,tteaux loaded with mm·ch::mdize, going up 
to different nations of Indians for the purpose of trade. 
The people inthem were very glad to see us, and gave us 
some whi3ky, pork, and biscuit. We remained with 
them two hours and n,gain went on. \Ve killed live deer 
on the bank to-day as we floated down: and saw a fine 
young horse. At sunset we encamped on a small island. 

Moncby 15. The morning was pleasant and we 
embarkt~d early. In a short tim8 we killed a fine !urge 
elk; at 11 o'c.lock passed the Kenzon river, and cncawp­
ed at sunset. 

Tuesday 16. This was another pleasant 
;1roceed::d on carlv, and at 9 o'clock rnct a lame "'"'>"~"''"" 
with eight men, goiug to trade with the Punis uation of 
Indians on the river Platte about sc~venty or eighty miles 
from its mouth. At 11 o"clock we met a Luneaux and 
two canoes going up to the Kanowas uation, who live on 
a river of the same name. liVe hulled with them uwh!le, 
then proceeded on, and at sunset er.cumped on an i~land~ 

Wcdnesdav 17. \Ve went on earlv and bud a 
s::mt duy, b~t very wafm. Oue o( party lust night 
caught a large catlish, suppos2d to 'IYe:gh 100 pounds. 
'vV c got a great ma.ny papaws on our wny w day: a kinJ 
of ii·uit in great abundanca on th:" Missouri from the 
river Platte to its mouth; aml also down the ).li~oi5:<irpi. 
About 11 o'clock we passed through a bad part of th;; 
river, where it \ras so tilled with sawyers tkn WI.! could 
hardly find room to puss through sale. AiJuut two in 
the afternoon we met a large keel-bout. C4llilm~mdc'd bv 
a Captain .M'Clanen, loadcd\vith ::11crch~mlizc nnd l.Jom{d 
to the .Spahish country by way of the ri n::r Platte. Ho 
int~nded to go by land across the mountain, :md g~·t :he 
Spaniards to bring their gold und silYer on thi~ sille, 
where he could take his goods and trade with them. 
had fifteen hands, an interpreter and a black. He 
intends to discharge his men on this side of the mountain, 
and to get some of the Ponis, who live on the river Platte 
to accompany him to the Spanish country. Mr. l\l'Clan­
en gave all our party as much whisky as they could 
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drink, and a bag of biscuit. Some of the men were sent 
on ahead in t\fo small C!lJlOes to hunt, and we encamped 
here for the riight. 

'thursday 18. We gave Mr. M'C!anen a keg of corn; 
took our leave of hfin and proceeded on. In a short time, 
passed the. mouth of the ,river Grande, and soon after 
overtook the hunters, who had not killed any thing. 
We continued our voyage all day without waiting to 
hunt; gathering some papaws on the shores, and in the 
·evening encamped on an island. 

The 19th, W!\il a :fine day, and at day light we contin­
ued our voyage; p!J.Ssed the mouth of Mine river: Saw 
several tt1rkeys ori the shores, but did not delay a moment 
tct hunt; being so a!L'tious to reach St. Louis, where with· 
out wany important occurrence, we arrived on the 23u 
and were received with great kindness and marks of 
friendship by the inhabitants, after an absence of two 

· years, four months and ten days. 
$ 
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