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TOUR 

11''1'0 Tll.lt 

INTERIOR OF MISSOURI, 

llf THE YEARS 1818 AND 1819. 

Potosi, Thursday, 5th Nov. 1818. 

I BEGIN my tour where other travellers have ended theirs, on 
the confines of the wilderness, and at. the last villa~€' of white 
inhabitants, between the Missis!>ippi river and the Pacific 
Ocean. I have pass~d down the valley of the Ohio, and across 
the state of Illinois, in silence! I am now at the mines of Mis
souri, at the village of Mine a Burton, (now called Potosi,) 
and surrounded by its mineral hills and smoking- furnaces, 
Potosi is the seat of justice for Washington rounty, Missouri 
territory, and is situated forty miles west of St. Genevieve, and 
about sixty south-west of St. Louis, the cnpitaJ. It occupies a 
tJelightful valley, of small extent, through which a stream of 
the purest watet· meanders, dividing the village into two por
tions of nearly equal extent. This valley is bordered by hills 
of primitive limestone, rising in some places in rugged peaks; 
in others, covered with trees, and grouped and interspersed 
with cultivated farms, in such a manner as to give the village 
a pleasing and picturesque appearance. It contains seventy 
buildings, exclusive of a court-hou,.e, a jail, an academy, a 
post-office; one saw, and two gTist mills, and a number of tem
porary buildings n~cessAry in the smelting of ll'a<l .. In its 
vicinity is found a considerable tract of very fertile land, and 
a lively interest is manifested to the pursuits of agriculture; 
but the trade of Potosi js chiefly in lead, which is, in a g-reat 
degree, the medium of exchange, as furs and peltries formerly 
were in certain parts of the Atlantic states. Very great quan-
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tities of lead are annually made at this pl.ac~, .an~ wa~goned 
aeross the country to the hanks of the .MisslSSlpJH• a d1stance 
of forty miles, for shipment. It is estnnated that~ from the 
,·ear 1798 to 18Hl 93liOOO::l pounds of lead were smelted 
here. The1·e are abodt fo;tv mines in this vicinity. 1'be price 
of lead is 4 per cwt. in the· pig. The ore worked is galena, 
or suiphuret of lead, which is found in abundance, and smei!S 
very easily, yielding- from sixty to seventy per cent. of metal~tc 
lead in the Iaro-e wav. It is found in alluvial soil, along With 
sulphate of h~rytes: radiated quartz, and pyrites, and also in 
veins in primitive limestone. 

Friday, Nov. 6th. 
Having completed the necessarY: preparations, I. left ~otosi 

at three o'clock, P • .:'II., accompamed by ~Jr. Lev.1 PettJ.bone, 
being' both armed wi; h gun><, and clothed and equ1pped m ~he 
manrier of the hunter, and leading a pack-horse, who earned 
om· imwn·ao·e, consis1irf0' of skins to cover us at ni!:rht, some 

~'=" ;;:::. e .. _,.; ~ 

provisions, an axe, a few cooking utensils, &c. 9n wa~k1ng 
out of the villao·e of Potosi, on the south'-west, we mnned1ately 
eommenced as~nding a series of hills, which are tile seat of 
the principal mineli'r '1-l'iuding along among pits, heaps of gravel, 
and spars, and other ruhbish constantly accumulating at . the 
mines, where scarcely ground enough bas been left undis
turbed for the safe passage of tTJe traveller, who is constantly 
kept in peril by unseen excavations, and failing-in pits. The 
surface of the mine-hills is, in fact, completely perforated in 
ali directions, although most of the pits have not been conti
tmed more than twenty or thirty feet below the surface, where 
the rock has opposed a barrier to the further proo-ress of the 
miner. On reaching the summit of thEse hills, ~·e turned to 
surrey the heautiful prospect behind us, the valley of Potosi, 
with its ,.·illage and stream. the cultivated fields on its borders, 
d1e calcareous bills crowned with oaks bevond, with the dis
tant furnuces smoking- through the trees, ~nd the wide-spread 
ruins at our feet. A deep blue sky hung-. above us; the 
l-ltml)"phere '"·as dear and pure, with a o-entle breeze ft·om the 
south-west, ~?o·hic!', passing- thnmgh th~ dried leaves of the 
trees, scattered them on'>l:-the valley we had left, and mur
m~lred a pensi~·e farewell. '\Ve turned to pursue om way 
With. such feeimgs as many travellers have experienced on 
tnrmng the1r backs upon the comforts and endearments of life 
to encou.nter t:'ltigne,, bard fare, and danger. On t1·avellini 
thr~e nules from tfm;: spot, we arrived at a deserted Indian 
cabm on the banks of a small stream called Bates' Creek, 
where we determined to en camp for the night. 



In the Yeftrs 1818 and 181!1. 

. . . SatrJrday, Nov. 7th. 
As we are unacqrtamted with the hunter's art of travelling 

in the wood~>, we shall necessarily encounter some difficulties 
from our want of experience, wliich a hunter himself 'Would 
escape. · We find it necessary to gain a knowledg·e {)f things, 
cf which we before knew nothing-, and in which we had not 
any experience, such is tbe art of hobbling a horse propet·ly, 
with safety to.ou.rselves, and without injury to him-the best 

, method of bcnldmg a camp fire-how to cook a piece of veni
son, or boil a pot of coffee, &c. Such are now the objects 
which will engt·oss our daily attention, and to excel in which 
becomes a point of ambitious exertion. An inst:mce of our 
inexperience in these particulars occurred this morniug. Our 
horse, owing to a defect in hobbling, went astt·ay during the 
night, and we consumed the day until 10 o'clock, in hunting 
him up, when we repacked our baggage, and continued our 
way in a ·south-west direction towat·a the. Fourche a Courtois~ 
After travelling fourteen mil~s, the day being nearly spent, we 
arrived at an inhabited cabin, and obtained permission to re· 
main for the night. Our path this day has lain across an 
elevated ridge of land, covered with yellow pine, and strewed 
with fragments of sandstone, quartz, and a species of coarse 
flinty jasper, the soil being· sterile, and the ve~etation scanty. 
The weather has been mild, and very pleasant for the season, 
with an unclouded sky, and light breezE' from the south-west, 
General course of travelling west-south-west. Distance, four
teen miles. 

SundaJ;, Nev. 8th. 
In tra\·e1ling two miles this morning, we found ourselves em 

the banks of the 'Fourche a Courtois, a con~iderable stream, 
and one of the pl"incipal tributaries of the Merrimack river. 
>::J'be Fourche a Courtois originates in high lands near the 
head of the river St. Francis, and after running in a st>rpentine 
course for sixty miles, through a sterile country, unites with 
the Merrimack 100 miles from its mouth. Its banks, at tbe 
place we crossed, afford some very rich lands, but they do not 
extend far, consisting merely of a strip of alluvion running 
para1lel with the river, and bordered by hills, whose stony 
;~spect forbids the approach of the fa1·mer. On this stream are 
,settled several persons, who divide their time between bunting 
and farming. The dh;triet of tillable land is much more ex
tensive, however, t-han has g-enerally been supposed, and is 
,capable of supportillg a co_nsiderable ·population, ~bich will, 

. ~ventunlly enhance the agricultural character and .Importance 
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of that part of Washington county. W~ had pt:oceeded hut 
a short distance beyond the Fourche a Court01s, when the 
l1arking of dogs in a contiguous forest, an.nouf!ced our ap_proach 
to a hunter's cabin, where we halted to mqmre respectmg the 
Indian trace to the country of the Osages, which we were in. 
formed ran in the direction we were travelling·, and mig·bt be 
pursued for sixty or sevent~ mi1es. with aCJvantage. _The 
owner of the cabin was not himself m when we first arnved1 

but his wife very readily gave us every information respecting 
t11e direction of the trace, the streams we were to cross, the 
game we mio-ht expect to find for our subsistence, and other 
particulars, ~vincing a perfect acquaintance with the subject, 
adding, that it was dangerous travellino- in that quarter on 
account of the Osages, who never failed to rob and plunder 
those who fell in their way, and often carried them in captivity 
to their villages, on the Grand Osag-e river. She said her 
husband had contemplated going out on a hunt into that 
quarter for sel'eral days, hut was fearful of going alone lest he 
should fall in with a party of those Indians; but she thought lH~ 
would be willing to accon)pany us a part of the way, aud 
advised us to await his return from the woods, as he had only 
gone a short distance to kill some turkey. While we were 
waiting his return, she continued to repeat several incidents of 
robberies and murders committed by the Osag-es, and unusual 
hardships which had been encountered in the woods by her 
husband and others. She told us, also, that our guns were 
not well adapted to our journey; that we sl10uld have rifles; 
and pointed out some other errors in our dress, equipments1 

and mode of travelling, while we stood in astonishment to hrar 
a woman direct us in matters which we had before thought 
the peculiar and exclusive province of men. While thus 
engaged the husband entered, and readily agreed to our pro
p{)sal, to accomrlany us toward White Rive1·, where he repre• 
sented the game to exist in great abundance. In a few. 
moments he vras ready. Putting three or foul' large cakes of 
corn-bread in a sack, and shouldering· a rifle, he mounted liis 
horse, and we all set forward together, mutually pleased with 
the reciprocal benefits expec~ed from travelling in company; 
Our path, for the first four miles, lay across a succession of 
sterile rid~·es, thinly covered with oaks, wl1en we s_uddenly 
descended mto !he ~alley of the Osage Fork of the llierrimackr 
a strea:n equa~ z_n SiZe to the ~ourche a Courtois, and having 
extensive prames all aloug· 1ts banks. On this stream we 
passed through a small vi!Jage of Delaware Indians, who ar~ 
now an out hunting, except the old men, women, and· children. 



In tlte l'"ean 1818 arul 1819. 7 
Four miles below the spot where we crossed this ,wtr,e"m, .is 
fiituate~ a ·large village of the Shawanees, and three rriiJe• 
hbove ts another settlement of Delaw·ares. 
· . On leavino- the valley of Osage Fork, we im!llediatelr 
,entered on a 'tilly barren tract, covered w}th high grass, a~,(l 

. llere and there clumps of oak-trees •. Soli poor, and covereji 
)Vith fragments of jaspery flint, horn-stone, quartz, and de
\ached masses of carbonate of lime. Such, indeed, ~as been 
the character of tl1e small stones under foot from Potosi, but 
the ledges breaking out on hill sides have uniformly b~en 
Jimes~one, stratum upon stratum. 

1 · We encamped after dark in a small valley near a spring. 
Distance eleven miles. 

MondaJJt .Nov. 9tlt. 
The slee)l of the hunter is not sound, neither is his vigilance 

to be eluded ; and t.he anxiety he is kept in, . from ~he fe.~r 9f 
the Indian on the one hand, a,nd .the approach of wild anim~lti 

, bn the other, produces constant w.~'k:efti:ln~ss dur,irig tlle night. 1 

'His horse and baggage also demand occasional notice during 
the darkness of night, and he lies down with his rifle in his 
arms, to be prepared for emergencies. An .instance of this 
vigilance occurred last night, and prevented a lot;s whi.cll 

·'Would, .in our situation, have been irreparable. .Our pack:. 
horse, who, as usual, was turned loose to graze, acc()mpanied 
by that of the hunter, strayed off from our camp, but was t)Ot 

tong gone, when missed by Roberts, (the hunter,) who awoke 
me, and we pursued, and overtook them about three miles off, 
Jlnd brought them back to camp before day-light. AU tbl~ 
~erves to increase our caution; and the farther we pror,eed, 
the more serious would be any loss we might sustain, either i!l 
bur horse, guns, Jocks, ammunition, or any otlter articl.e nec~s-:o 

· l;ary to our safety or subsistence. l)'uring the night :we ~tad 
~everal times been disturbed by the approach of elk.and lle~r, 
'ftnd as soon as the day dawned, Roberts went out a shot:t du;-:
tance and killed a fine· fat· doe, which b,e ·brought ip . o.n fli!J 
shoulders, and· we ma,de a breakfast, for tbe :fint time, on 

1 ~oasted [deer's meat, with appetites sharpened by e~erdse-, 
which, while it invigorates the body, as :w.e exp.erience, in· 
~reases its alimentary capacities. . Our route this ~!!Y bas . been 
over barrens and prairies, with occasional forests of .oak, tb,~ 
16oil poor, and covered witb g~s. with yery little :u.nder.-bru$1l. 

· As evening approached we entered .. the .vaiJey <1f Merrimack., 
which we followed up for sever!ll miles, and ,encamped in i' 
·prairie near its source. · .So~:ne go0d bottom. land~ are found on 
tts bankSt but the adjoining :hills Jlre stonrllnd barren, _cover~d 

i !With little timber and high. grass. Witlun a ~ile of its ban~, 
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ou the Indian trace, we passed over large beds of ~ron ore, 
accompanied by the black oxyd of manganese, speci~ens of 
which I take along. The :Merrimack is the only considerable 
stream which enters the ~lississippi on the w~st fr~m the 
mouth of the Missouri to the mouth of St. Francis, a d1stance 
of nearly 500 miles. It is 200 miles iu Ie:1gtb, and joi.ns the 
Jtfississippi: eighteen miles _below St. Lom~, where Jt 1.s 200 
yards in w1d!h· Its dept~ Js not great, hem~ only na.vigable 
fiftv miles with common-s1zed boats, except m the sprmg and 
fall: wben its principal tributaries may be ascended. It waters 
the country of the lead-mines, and affords some facilities for the 
transportation of lead to the :l\Iississippi, \Yhich do not appear 
to be generaHy known or appreciated, and l1ave not been 
improved. . . 

The weather this day has been mild and pleasant, with a 
1icrht breeze from the south-west, and a srnokv atmospllere. 
C~urse of travelling south-west, until we struck the Merri. 
mack; then due-south, to the place of Ollr encampment, Dis. 
tance eighteen miles. 

Tuesda?J, Nov, 1 Otn. 
·""repacked our horse this morning at day-light, nothwith. 

standing the rain which commenced last evening, and conti
nued at intervals during the nigl1t. On travelling about ten 
miles, we left the Osage trace, which began to diverg·e too far 
north, and struck through the woods in a south course, with a 
view of reaching a large saltpetre cave known to exist in that 
quarter. Shortly after we quit tbe Indian trace, Rohe1·ts, who 
was in advance on our left about half-a-mile, fired at, and kil1ed 
a deer, and immediately reloaded his rifle, jursued, and fired 
again, telling us to continue, as he coul easily, lleing on 
horseback, overtake us. We accordingly pursued our route · 
until night, and are now encamped on the banks of a small 
lake, in a prairie containing several small ponds or lakes, not 
ba.ving yet been rejoined by our hunter. One of the greatest 
inconvenien<'es we experience in travelling in this reD"ion, 
arises from the difficulty of finding, at the proper time, a pi ace 
of encampment affording wood and water, both of which are 
indisp;nsa.hle. On this account we find it prudent to encamp 
early m ~be afternoon, when we come . to a spring of good 
water, w1th plenty of wood for fire, and grassfor our horse; 

on t~e contrary, ar: <;ompe!led to tra':el late at night in 
orde~ to nnd !hem. Tfus 1s a d!1nculty which attends us this 
evenmg, ba~mg been compelled to stop in an open prairie, 
w·here wo_od 1s very scarce, and the water bad-general cOJlrse 
.of traveUmg sonth-weathe1" pleasant, the rain having cef{sed 
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t!!hortTy after day-light. Lands poor; trees, oaks; game ob
served, deer and elk. Distance twenty miles. 

Wedne.~day, Nov. lltk 
While lying before our camp- fire last night,' the wolves set 

up their howling, apparently within 200 yard~<; of us. We had 
already been long enough in the woods, and were sufficiently con
versant with the hunter life, t(l know that this animal wiH only 
attack men in cases of the most extreme bung·er; and as we 
knew their common prey, the deer, was abundant in that 
quarter, we had little apprehension for onr safety. We thought 
it prudent, however, to be on the watch; a thing·, indeed, which 
we did almost every night, particularly when the cold was 
such as to render it necessary to keep up a fire. In these cases 
we r-;]ept and watched alternately, as weii from a regard to 
-safety as to mend our fire. Such, however, was the fatigue of 
a day's long march, that we both fell into a sound sleep for the 
greater part of the night, and found our fire n·early out, and 
Otirselves chilled with cold when we awoke, the wolves bein~ 
still on an adjacent hill. A short time before day-~1ght we 
arose, renewed our fire, and prepared breakfast, and commenced 
our journey at an early he.ur, holdin_g· a south course across the 
prairie of Little I.akes. At the distance of two miles we 
passed a »tream running south-Past, and origiu.ating in the 
prairie of lakes. Ducks are in great plenty on this strellm as 
well as upon the lakes. I take this to be the orig-in of Black 

· R.iver. Our route lay fot· the first eight miles acros>: a ba.rren 
prairie cotJnfry, with little wood and ·no water; we then en
tered into lofty forests of pine, and after winding along through 
yalleys and deep defiles of rocks for several miles, found our
,selves on the banks of Current's River, in a deep and romantic 
valley, the soil rich, and cov.ered with a heavy g-rowth of trees. 

Current's River is one of the principal tributaries of Black 
River, and is a st.I·eam of 250 miles in length, and affords, in 
its who'le course, extensive bodies of fertile land. Near its 
}unction with Black River, about 200 miles below, are seve~ai 
~ettlements, and a ferry is kept ten miles above its nwuth, 
where the Arkan;;aw road cross:es it, and where a town is in 
~ontemplation. Th.e waters of this stream are very clear and 
:pure, and ducks are very common upon it. The wild turkey 
~nd grey squirrel are also seen· on its banks. Five miles 
~eyond Current's, night overtook us, and we encamped on the 
:banks of a creek, near Ashley's salt-petre cave, in a dark, 
"arrow, and lonesome little valley, where the rQcks hung in 
terrific pile~ above our heads. Course of trave!lin g south-west~ 
Weather mild and smoky. Distance twe·~ty mile><, 

VoYAGES and TRAVJws, JV'o. 5. Vn,l. lF. C 
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Thursday, Nov. l2tll. 
We find ourselves in a hig-hly interesting section of country, 

and which affords some of the most picturesque and subl.ime 
views ofrural scenery which I have ever beheld. The httle 
brush camp we hastily erected last night, and in which I now 
write, is situated in a beautiful valley, on the hanks of a sr!laii 
dear stream, with a rocky and grave!Iy bottom, The width 
of this valley is about f-00 yards, and is bounded on the west 
by a perpendicular wall of limestone rock 200 feet in. height, 
and risin"" in some places in cubical masses, resembhng the 
moulderi~"" towers of some antique ruin. On the east the 
bluffs are ~either so high nor precipitous, and. are inte1:sected 
by hollows worn out of the rock by the actwn of ram ope~ 
rati1w, for many centuries, on calcareous rock. Down one of 
these"' hollows we descended into the valley, not, however, 
without leading our horse in the most cautious and circuitous 
manner. The top oftbese bluffs supports a substratum of a 
very sterile, grave1ly alluvion, nnd is covered by tall pines, 
which add much to the beauty of the prospect from the valley 
below. In the stupendous wall of rocks before me are situated 
several caves, whose dark and capacious mouths indicate their 
extent. ~Iany of these, however, cannot be visited without 
ladders, as they are situated forty or fifty feet above the level 
of the creek. With considerable difficulty and labour we en. 
tered one of them, by means of a large oak which had fallen 
partly against the mouth of the cave. \V e found it a spacious 
chamber, connected with others ofless size, and affording botll 
stalactites, and stalagmites. The former haug like ICicles 
from the roof in various fanciful forms, and some specimens 
which we succeeded in detaching were translncent,and ex~ 
hibited much beauty ,and regularity in the arrangement of 
their colours, consisting of concentric lines of yellow aud' 
brown passing· by imperceptible shades into each other. ·We 
also obtained in this cave native salt-petre, very white and 
beautiful. It was found filling small crevices in tl1e rock. 
The number of caves which we have this day visited, large 
and small, is seven, and alt afford salt-petre. · In the largest 
of these, great quantities of this article are annt~ally collected 
and manufactured by. Col. Ashley, of Mine a Burton, and 
transported to his powder~manufactory, in Washington county,. 
The cavernous nature of the country bordering this stream is 
one of its most distinguishing characteristics, and I have 
seized upon this fact in calling it. Cave .Creek~ This little 
stream is one of the most interestin"" objects in the natural 
physiognomy of the country, ·which"' we have thus far met 
~·itb, and affi.1rd!i a striking- instance of tll~.tt WOI)derfu! ar! 
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l'ttng·emen_t iu t.he pbysi.cal construction of the surt:1ce of tlie 
earth, w1nch gtves valhes to the smallest streams, and tears 
asunder rocks to allow them passages into rivers, and tbrouo·h 
them into their common basin, the ocean. Its banks rise in 
majestic walls of limestone, which would fot·m the most ample 
barrier to the waver,; of the sea, and they occasionally rise into 
peaks, whidJ if located on the coast of the ocean, would be 
hailed as landmarks by the mariner. The opposite banks cor
respond with g·eneral exactness iu their curves, height, com
position, and thickness of strata, and other characters evincing 
their conuexion at a former pe~·iod. Yet th_e only o~ject ap
parently effected by the separatiOn of such Jtnmeuse strata of 
rocks, a change whid1 I canuot now contemplate without awe 
and astonishment, is to allow a st1·emn of twenty yards across a 
lcv~I and undisturbed passag·e into the adjacent river, the Cur
rents, whith it joins, after winding- in the most circuitous man
ner abont four miles below. In the course of this distance, 
the views which are p1'esented are commanding and de1ig;htfu1, 
and to I. he painter who wishes to depict the face of nature in 
its wildest asp~~ct of rocky grandem, I could recommend this 
yalley, anrl the adjacent eounty, as one of unrivalled attrac
tions. A seene so full of interest could not. fail to receive the 
homage of our admiration, and we rambled about the countl·y. 
until night almost imperceptibly approached, when we returned 
to our camp, t•epacked our horse, and moved up the valley of 
Cave Creek, one mile to Ashley Cave, in whid1 we encamped 
safe from the weather, turning our horse loose to feod about 
its mouth. We had just built om night-fi1·e as it became 
dark, and while I spreadout our skins and prepared fo:· sleep, 
Mr. P. boiled our aecustome<l pot of coffee, and g-ot ready a 
supper, which, altlJOugh not consistin~ of many dishes, or 
choiCe cookery, excited our most cordial approbation, and we 
partook of it with that keen appetite, and that feeling of 
lordly independence, which are alone felt by the wild J ndian, 
and the half-starved Missouri hunter. Having finished our 
frugal meal, we determined to explore the cave before we Jay 
down, ]est some beast of prey, bid in' its recessF~s, should be 
aroused by our intrusion, and pounce upon us during· the 
night. , 

This cave is situated in a high wall of lime-stone rock, form
ing tbe southern bank of Cave Creek, eighty ll')tles south-west 
,<!f Potosi, and near the head of Current's Rtver, one of the 
pl'incipal Uibutaries of Black River, in Missouri territory. 
Tbe entrance to it is by a winding foot-:path from the banks 
of the creek, and leads to the mouth of the cave at an eleva
tion of about fifty feet above t]le level of the water. Its moutb, 

C2 
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is.about ninety feet wide and thirty in heig·ht, a size whi<'h, 
without great variation, it holds for two ~undr~d yards. ~ere 
it suddenly opens into a room which IS an 1.rregular ~1rclet 
with a height_ of eighty or ninety fe~t, an.d a dram~t~r of tl~ree 
hundred, havmg several passages d1vergmg from It m var10us 
directions. The two largest passages lead south-wes~ and 
south, and after windino- along a considerable distance, m the 
coursE! of which they ar~ successively widened and narrowed, 
unite and lead on iu a south course about five hundred yards, 
where the passage is choaked up by large masses of stalacti.te, 
formed by the water which bas filtered through the supenn
cumbent rock at that place. The largest pas;sag-e from the 
cir·cular amphitl1eatre of the cave diverging· north, opens by 
another mouth in the rock, facing the valley of Cave Creek, at 
no great distance below the principal mollth by which we en
tered. Several smaller pnssages diverge from each of the 
main ones, but cannot be followed to any great extent, or are 
shut up by fragments of the fallen rock. Near the centre of 
the farg·est opening, a handsome spring- of cl<'ar water issues, 
from which we procured our water wl1ile encamped in the 
cave. 

The ragg·ed faces and han~·!J•g· position of many parts of 
the sides and roof of this cave, a1lcled to its sombre colour, which 
llas been heig·htened by soot smoke, its great extent, singular 
ramification>:, and the tleath-l;ke stillnes;s which pervades ,.uch 
ample spaces situated so fin· h€'low ground, inspire both won
der aut! awe, and we did not return from our examination, 
without feeling impressions in regard to our own origin, na
ture, and end, and the mvsterious connection between the 
Creator of these stupendous works and ourselvPs, which many 
have before telt, but none have yet been satisfied about. I;1 
contemplating this connection, we feel humiliated; human rea- , 
son has no due by which the my.~tery may be solved, and we 
imperceptibly became silent, absorbed in our own reflections. 
Such at least was tl1e effect produced in tl1is instance, and we 
returned to trim our night-fire and go to sleep, with the taci· 
turnity of the Amen can "avage. 

FTiday, Nov. 13th. 
The atmosphere threatening· rain this mornino·, we did not 

t1Iink proper to quit the cave,~ and have dividecf our time be
twe_en hunting-, mending m~r clothes,. and noticing. the geo- · 
logwal character of the a(~p1cent regwn. In huntmg large 
~?.me we are not verv successful; om· o-un.,, as we were in· 
fiH·med by th~ I~unte1:'s wife at Fourche it Courtois, not being 
adaptell_to killing deer and bear. Of wihl Turkey, ducks~ 
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and squirt·e!l'l, we, however, kill a plenty, to answer our pur
poses, and we do not seek any thing further. The mostre
!nark.th~e filet ~el'lrecting- the c"v~ i_n which _we are et~camped, 
Js the tlltl'e wl11ch tt y1elds. 'l'llls 1s found m the nat1ve ~"tate 
filling small crevices in 1he rock, anti also in combination with 
the earth which forms the bottom of the cave. The nitre is 
formed by mixing this earth with a certain quantity of wood 
as.he!l, and lixiviatin~ the whole in the common way by means 
of a tub and fiisset. The potash of the wood-ashes is necf:s
sary to enable the salt to form, and the whole is then concen
trated by boiling in a kettle, and afterwards set aside to cool 
auf~ to erystnllize. In this way the crude nitre i1: obtained, 
wlll~h way be bmught to any required s:ate of purity by redis
solvrng· and recry:'!tallizino·. 

Tbe works which hav(·~"'been erHted hy Colonel Ashley for 
this pmpo)'e are all situnted in the mouth of the cave, so as to 
he couqlletely [''rotcded from t!•e weather. No person i~, how
ever, here at t 1e present to att<:!ud to his business, :'lnd the 
works nppem· to have lain idle for some time. J.arge quantities 
of cnule :-alt-petre are lying in the fore JHll't of the cave. 

The em·th found in this cave, nnd whic~h is now so hig-hly 
clwrgt!d with nitrous salts, presents an extrnordinary circum
stnnce for the consideration of the geologist, and one which 
must lw c•onclusive in reo·nrd to the antiquity of the cave it
self: This earth is a mi~ture of clay and sane! in rntber gToss 
partidc~;, hut ha~ suflkient tenncity to adhere in lumps when 
dug up, <md contains plentifully iutersperl'led pebbles of 
quartz, slate, granite, and other stone~, and also frag-ments of 
hor1H;tone, or n kind of flint. It is in fact precisely the same 
kind of em·th, dcpo~ited-in the same manner, and mixed with 
the sanw stony suhstan(~e.:, as the alluvion deposit which 
coven; all tiH~ a'<Uoiuing- hills, nnd has constituted th<-' soil of 
all tlu~ uplnnds from :Potm;i; nay, from the west banks of the 
Mit'sissippi rive•· to this place. The conclusion is irret!listible, 
that this cavity in the rock existed previous to the depositio_n 
of the substratum of the soil upon the calcareous rock of tlus 
country, and, consequently, previous to the exi.stence oftrees 
or vegetation of any kind, unless it be of certam mosses and 
lichens which flourish upon naked rocks. And that when 
this soil was df~posited, the cave in which we now sit, a. pre
existing cavity in the rock, was also filled, partly or ent1rel:y, 
with the alhrvion now found in it. Tbe greatet· pat·t of tl_us 
alluvion lws been subsequently washed out, anu the cav1ty 
thus re-opened by water filtering throug·h its c~lca ~ous roof. 
leaving certain parts on the bottom, and huge ptles . n several 
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places, not situated in the current of the stream, remaiuiug., 
This operation bas .not, indeed, wholly ceased at the prese1~t 
time, for the water is continually carrying· down small parti
cles of eal'th into the valley below, and the effect must be 
more perceptible after violent or l~n~·-con~inue? rain,. when 
the earth becomes soaked, and the mfiltratwn of water JS con-
sequently greatly increased. . 

This opinion is further corroborated by observmg that the 
sides and the root of the cave, and the several passages lead
illg from it, are water-worn, and full of smooth circular cavi
ties like the rocky marg-in of the sea, or the calcareous bm~~l:.s 
of a river, and evince the force of a more powerful action than 
would probably be excited from any springs or streams which 
issue, or have ever issued from the cave. It is highly probable, 
tl1erefore, that these impressions are oceanic, and existed pre
vions to the cave's being filled with alluvial earth, and were 
made hy that deltwe of w.ater which geologists teach us has re
peatedly inundated the earth in its primeval agEs, and which we 
have the authority of 1\foses for declaring did inundate the 
earth as late as the days of Noah. 

The geological character of the country. in tl1is vicinity is 
secondarv; the rock formations, far and wide, being secondary 
limeston;, stratum super-stratum. This has, indeed, charac
terized our route from Potosi to this place, with the exception 
of a vein of sand-stone, which alternates with it near the 
Fourche a Courtois. Its mineralogical character has conse
quently presented a corresponding uniformity, and the actual 
number of species and varieties of minerals found- is small. 
Ores of iran and manganese, pyrites, quartz, horn-stone, and 
jaspet\are the principal substances noticed. The last-ment.ioned 
mineral is found in the west bank of Cave Creek, about a mile 
below our present encampment. It occurs as a stratum below 
secondary lime-stone, by which it is overlayed to the thickness 
of at least 100 feet. It is the striped variety, the colours bein<Y 
blue and white, of various shades. t':> 

. Satm·da11, Not,. 14th .• 
A rain-storm which commenced during the' nio-ht, hAs con

tinued with little intermission, all day, so that :e have heen 
confined to the cave. Thus situated, beyond the boundnries 
of the civilized world, shut up in a dreary cavern, without 
hooks to amuse th.e mind, or labour to occupy the body, we 
h~n:e had a~nple le1~ure to reflect upon the solitude of our con
~htwn, and m Tevert1~1g to the scenes of polished life, to contrast 
1ts comforts, attract~ons, and enjoyments, with the privations 
aud dang·er by wluch we are surrounded. There sprin<>'s 0 ) 
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~Hnv·ever, a pleasure from our very regret!>; we are pleased i 11 
re·flecting on scenes of former gratification ; of lands that are 
distant, and of times that' are past: and the mind is insensibly 
led to hope for theil· repetition. We expect much of the fu
ture ti~11e; we please ou~·sf)lves with fond anticipations: of joy, 
and wttb proud hopes ol wealth, power, or renown. Thus it 
is thnt the tnind is never in a state of satisfied repose, and 
the whole sum of human bliss is made up by the recollections 
we honow from the past, aud the expectations we eutel'tain 
of the future. 'fhe present is neve!' a season 'of hnppiuess, 
which is a rt"lative enjoyment, and can only be estimated by its 
absence. Neither are our ideas of this grand punmit of our 
lives at all definite. Nothing can be more discordant and 
contradictory than the difJ(}rent notions whith dilierent per
sons or people have attached to the term happiness. One 
places it in wealth, another in power, a third in splendour, and 
afourth in the con t:Enupt of all. Perhaps the sum of human 
hliss was as eorre<:tly estimated hy the South Sea 1 nd inu, as it is 
frequently done by his more enlightened Bnropean brethren. 
A South Sea lull ian hecomiug- tired of life, put an end to it, by 
stabbing; himself to tho heart. 'fhe deed excited universal 
honor, and the grief of hi~ family was ntl(:outrolable. "Alas," 
cried a relative, 11 what. evil spirit could have prompted him to 
this d(1cd ! Hu was blessed beyoud many of his countrymeu. 
Had he not always plenty oftraiu-oil for his subsistence'? Had 
he not a r;mooth white th;h-bone, twelve iuches long, run 
through his nose? What more could be wanting to complete 
:his ha:ppitwi'Js '?.'' 

We havc lwen in the expectation, for several days, of being 
joined by the hunter who aecompani.ed liS from the Fourche a 
'Courtois, and who parted with us on the lOth instant, iu pur., 
suit of a deer; hnt night hns ngain overtaken us, and we are 
ag·ain di~nppointed, !'rom which it is condm~ed that he ha!il 
<lither !HJ@ tal,;;m~ pn~oner by tbe Osage lndwus, or g-ot lost 
in the WOO(l!;.-11.< 

* 'l'liis 11Hrwd out to he tho f!~et, as we learned upon our return. Having 
got into a di~tl'iet of wood wherll deer were plcnt.y, and unwilling· to lose the 
.opportllnity of killing them, although he wanted neither their flesh m· skin~, 
i<H' he eould earry u<iithcr with him, he tired at, aml killed many, and pur
sued them a groat diMance from tho ~pot where we parted, and he ·was un
able a('tcrwarrls to find his w:<y back.· He wandc1·ed about nearly a week 
.in the woods in seareh of us, and at last accidentally arrived at the saw~ 
:mills on the Gasconade river, the only settlement in that region, from whid~ 
,!w •·ctnr1wd in safety to his house <m Uw Fourche .a Courtois. 
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Sunday, Nov. l5tli. 

This morning, the sky being clear, an~ the weather plea· 
sant, we left the cave, and resumed our .JOUrney toward _tl1e 
south-west. On quitting the cave, our design was to tum l_m
mediately from the valley of the creek, but we found the IHIIs 
so precipitous, that we werecompe:led to pnr.sue up the ;alley, 
in a nortl1-west course, for a considerable d1stauce, befiJre an 
opportunity for leaving it presented. We ~o~ entered on a 
bgh, rough, and ba.rren tract of co!-mtry, cons1stmg of a succes
Rion of riages runnnw nearly at nght angles to the course we 
travelled, so that for>:> the first six miles we were continually 
climbing up slowly to the tops of these Ioft:y heights, or 
desceudino- with cautious tread into the intervenmg gulfs-an 
exercise '"~hich we found equally hazardous and fatiguing. 
For this distance the soil was covered thinly with yellow pine, 
and shrubby oaks, and with so thick a growth of underbrush 
as to increase, very much, the labour of travelling. To this 
succeeded a high-land prairie, with little timber, or underbrush, 
and covered with grass. We found the travelling upon it 
v~ry .s'ood, altlJough it occasionally presented considerable 
elevatiOn, and inequalities of surface, and we pursued our way 
'\vith a pace accelerated by the reflection that we bad emerged 
at last from the region of stony precipices and bramhled valleys, 
through which we had been tearing· our way, at the two-fold 
expence of great bodily fi1tigue, and such parts of our clothing 
as were not buckskin. In calling this a ILigh-land prairie, I Hm 
to be understood as meaning a tract of high-land generai1y 
level, and l.Vith very little wood or shrubbery. It is a level 
woodless barren covered with wild grass, and resembling the 
natural mefldows or prairies of the western country in appear~ 
ance, hut lacks their fet·tility, their wood, and their re~ 
mark~<ble equality of surface. In travellino- across such a 
district of country, we have found little to interest. There·· 
are no prominent features in the physiognomy of the coun. 
try to catch the eye. There is no land-mark in perspec
tive, to which, by travelling, we seem to approach. The un
varied aspect of the country produces satiety. We trave II ed 
diligently and silently. Now and then an oak stood in our 
rath; sometimes a cluster of buslles crowned the summit of a 
sloping l1ill ; the deer frequently bounded on before us·; we 
sometimes disturbed the rabbit from its sheiterino- bush~ or 
were suddenly_ startled b:z the flight of ~ brood of q~ails ; but 
tberP was nothmg else to mterrupt the s1lence of our march, or, 
by exc1ting fresh interest, to lighten its fatigue. The minern
]ogy of the eountry was whoiJ.y un_mteresting. Its geological 
character presented great umform1ty, the rocks b~ing seeon .. 
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da1·y limestone ovedaying sand~stone. In travelling twelve 
miles we came to the banks of a small stream, (the first running 
water seen since leaving· the cave,) and encamped upon its 
banks, just as nigitt dosed around. Distan.ce eighteen miles. 

JU<inday, Xov. 16th. 
Nothing worthy of remat·k in tl1e physical productions of the 

<-'oun!ry has this clay beeu met with. The face of the country, 
soil, tt·ees, animals observed, and weather, have presented uo 
character different fi·om what was notieed veslerdav. 

We quit our encampment ut early day:light, t;kiug a due 
south-west coursE;• by the compass. In travelling· fiFe llliles 
·we came to a stream, running north-west, fi·om '-.rhich we con~ 
dude lfil"is tributftry to the :Missotiri. In fording- it, I observed 
the bottom 'to be a g-rey compact of sand-stone, while its banks, 
ii1 common with all the adjactmt region, are secondary ~ime. 
stone. This snnd-stone appears to be, in facl, the rock upon: 
which the great sHcondary lime-stone formation of this country 
rests. It has appeared as the lowest stratum in almost every 
high bluff, and forming the surface of almost every deep 
valley, fi·om the banks of the Mississippi' at the cornice rock, 
a little below Herculaneum, 1.0 the place of our presPnt en
campment, a 1listance in a south-west course of about 150 miles. 
Ho;~ far it extends south and west it is impossible to sny. 
Every appearance tends, however, to justi(v an opinion, that it 
reaches far to the we.st, and that it ovel'lays those Jnimitive 
'rocks which are supposed to extend eastwardly from the roek'y 
mountains. Four miles beyond this stream we anived on the 
banks of another, and a larg·er stream, running also toward the 
north-west, and spent several ·hours in att'emptillg' to cro:ss it, 
1-V e succeeded at last in getting our bnggage and our horse 
safely over, at the expense only of the time we had Tosf, and a 
handsome wetting. Three miles farther brought us to the 
banks of a third stream, little inferior in size to the one last 
passed, and winding ·off' also in a general cotirse toward the 
tlorth~west. Upon the banks of tl1is strean1 we encamped for 
the nig·ht, the afternoon being nearly spent, and feeling some:
what fatig·ued from the Ia hom• of crossing so many streah1&, 
and tearing· our way through the. brush and green-briar so 
thickly interwoven on their borders, while the illteryeJJil'lg 
ridg·es were little else but a pile of angular stones, wifh here 
and there an oak~tree,: set. ~s if a.JI tl!e in}J;enuity of the stone. 
mason had been exercised upon it. When the Edinburgh 
Reviewer estimated that Louisiana only eost tldee cents ,;er 
,acre, on the average of the whole number of square mHes ir:r. 
. Vo~aot:sandTa·~vsts, No.5. Vo,l.JV. D 
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the territory, he probably had no idea that there ~as any part 
of it which could be consid,·red dear at that pnce. Yet, I 
think it would be monev dearly expended in the purchase of 
such lands as we have· this day traversed~ Distance twelve 
miles. 

Tu<>sday, No~'· 17tll. 
We have been at a loss to know to what river the streams 

we yesterday passed are tributary. Their cours: shows them 
to belong to the lUissuuri, through some of Its lowermost 
soul hem tributary rivers. lV e cone I ude ourselves too far. 
50uth for the Gasconade, and that we have consequently falien 
upon the head waters of the Little Osage. This opinion is 
streno-thened bv the distance we have travelled, and bv our 

"' • d d ".....,. .h havinG" previously passed what we cousi ere as moe ead 
water~ of the Gasconade. If on the Little Osage we are far
ther north than we wish, and, under this impression, we this 
morning altered our course from south-west to south-south~ 
westf whjch carried us directly up the valley of the creek on 
whi<'h we enc.-amped. In travelling two or three miles, how
ever, it bent off too far west, and we again entered upon the 
highlands. We had not travelled far ·wl1en we dit~covered, in 
a ravine below, four bears upon trees. we have not hereto
fore sought to go out of our way for the pmpose of bunting, 
but this was directly in our courlSe, and too fine an opportunity 
to exercise our t~kill in hunter sport to be neglected. We 
a€'cordingly determined to give them battle. To prevent the 
effects of a fright, we tied our horse to a sapling, and putting 
halts on the top of the charge already in our fowling-piece11, 
began cautiously to get within shooting distance. Unluckily 
~·e luu1 no dog, and as the country was open, the bears soon 
perceived us. The only hnpe now was to run immediately to 
the fc.ot of the trees to keep them up; but while attempting 
this, they be>gan, one after the other, to come down ; my compa
nion sprnined his ankle in running, and fell, while I arrived 
within fifty yards of the tree, and had the mortification to snap 
my gun at the },.,st one, just as he had gained the foot of the 
tree. They fled across an adjacent ridge, and we in pursuit, 
but tt~e taH grnss screened them from our sight ; and, after 
spending an betur in fruitless search, gave up the chase, re
turned to bring up our pack-horse, ami pursued our way, con
siderably fatigued by an adventure, in which the bears cer
tainly were victorious. The most serious evil, however, w11s 
to come. Pettihoue had sprained his ankle, but not conscious 
of the hurt at first, had cousiderably inflamed it in the punmit 
of the bear. He now began to feel its effects, and in travellin"' 
two miles farther, the pain became ~o scv~m~, tha~ he wa~ 



In tlltt Years 1818 and 1819. 19 
unable to proceed, and we encamped in a valley, where we 

'found both wood and water, at about two o'clock in the after
noon. Distance six mi1es. 

Wednesday, Nov. 18th. · 
On our stopping yesterday to encamp, my fit·st care, after un

packing the horse and turning him loose to feed, was to erect 
a snug- camp, for I expected my companion would be confined 
several days by the hurt he had received. The pain seemed 
intense, so that he was unable to stand. We were not pre
pared for such an accident, our whole medicine-chest consist
ing of a box of Lee's pills, and some bealing·-salve. I recom· 
mended, howevet·, the only thing I thought might be beneficial 
that our travelling pack afforded. It was a solution of com
mon l'alt in warm water. With this we bathed the ankle, and 
bound it up with flannel and buflaloe-skin. 1'his done, and a 
good log-fire built in front of the Cfttnp, he had all the physical 
aid which could be g·i~en; and, while he songbt repose on a 
bed of skins resting· upon dry grass,. I took my gun and 
strolled about the valley within hearing of camp, with the view 
of killing some birds for supper. This was in reality one of 
the mo"t pensive moments I experienced in my whole tour. 
·The reflection that we should be confined a week or fortnig-ht 
at that spot, whet·e there wns not green herbage enough for 
our horse to ~ubsist, wl1ere there wet·e neither dee•· or wild 
turkey, where there happened to be very Jitt.Je wootl contiguous 
to the camp, and which was,altogether, a most dt·eary ami de
f!iOiate place; all this served to stamp the accident as a peculiar 
.n1isfortune, and my anxiety wns increased; by tl1e knowledge 
that we had not provisions enough killed to last half that time; 
and by the fear that the inflammation, which was severe, might 
terminate, through the want of medical aid, in a morrification, 
and endanger his life. Such reflections obtruded themselves, 
while I sauntet·ed around on the desolate roeks overlooking 
our camp. The fact is, I killed nothing, but was rejoiced on 
my return to find that the pain was not so violent. He took a 
.:-up of strong coffee and a biscuit for supper, and after Fmjoy~ 
ing a good night's rest, awoke in the morning, greatly im
proved. He could stand upon his foot, and thought, by a dif
~rent arrangement of our pack, be might ride the hor~e, and 
~ontinue our journE>y. That arrangement was accordingly 
made; and, mounting the horse, he. seat~d himself on the tor. of 
t>ur blankets and l'lkins, and we btd adteu to our camp, 'With 
~pirits as much exhilarated above the common tune, as they 
\l,ad, the evening before, bePn depressed below it. Our course 
)f travelling was south-south-west, which cnrried us directly 

D,2 
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up the vallr.y. We had not, however, gone m'?re than a ~ile 
·when two btars were disecvered, at no great d1stan~e,_ playmg 
with each other in the o-rass. "V e were~ in fact, w1thm shoot
inn- distance, and had approached without exciting· eitller notice 
oreJ alarm. lU:r. P. for a moment forgot his pains, and dis. 
mounted to take a shot at them. We each put an additional 
baH into our guns, and examined our priming·; theJ.? taking a 
deliberate aim, both fired at the same moment. Ne1ther shot 
took efiect, or if wounded, they ran with their usual clumsiness 
over an adjoining hili, leaving us the satisfaction of having 
shot at a bear. 

)Ve now entered on a very elevated tract of land, barren in 
appearance, hut still covered with oaks, and rising one ridg·e 
ahove auother, until we had attained a very g-reat elevation, 
and one whicb commanded the most extensive prospect to the 
north and north-west; anrl, on ~.raining- its summit, the view was 
equally commanding to the sot1th and south-east. This rid,(\e 
appears to be a favourite haunt tor elk <'~nd bear, which h<ll'e 
bees frequently seen in our path. The enormous size of the 
horns of the elk give that animal an appearance of singular 
disproportion, hut it has a stately carriag·e, and in r"tmning, hy 
throwing· up its head, brings the horns upon its hack, wliidt 
·would otherwise incommode, if not entirely stop, its passag·e 
through a thicket. On descending from this highland, we 
came upon the hanks of a small stream running· south, and 
whieh ol"i.~inated in several springs in tbe valley which we 
have thus accidentally struck. Presuming it to be a tributary 
of lVbite River, we pursued down its banks for about six miles 
and encamped. J)isiance eig-hteen miles. 

ThursdaJJ, o~Vov. 19th. 
~he valley we are _now in is hounded on each side by blnifs 

of hme-stone 0\'t>rlaymg- snnd-stone. The mineraioo-ical cha-- .. . "" 
rac!er of the coun~ry has Leen quite unilltere~ting since last 
ooticed. Fmm tins spot we shaH no longrr travel by the 
eompa;;s, but pnrs~e th~ sh·ea_m, ~hich I shall for the present 
call Lunestone R1ver, m aH Jts wmdino·s down. Tf1is stream 
il< wh?HY composed of t>priHgs w !1ich g·{;sh at almost every step 
from 1ts calcareous banks, imd it rllpid!v assumes the character 
of a considerable river. The waters ~revery pure rofd and 
transparent. ·w ': llave d~i~ day passed over some rich b;ttom 
fands, c~overed wrth elm, oe~ch, oak, UHlpie, sycamore, and 
ash. \\i e have frequenrly dr:ven the deer from its covert· 
and the wil? tu_rkey, duck, nr;d grey sqnitTel, have been almosi 
co_nstantly 1n s1ght. General course south. Distance twelve 
mil~. 
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· . Ftidav, Nov. 20th. 
Within a tnile ft'om our Jast night's encampment, we met 

with the fi.rst cane, and found new difficulties in forcing· our 
way thrcmo-h it. Our approach to a warmer climate is further 
indicated by several green plants which we have not before 
noticed, and particularly by the black haw, which we have 
this day found in great perfection, notwithstanding the ad
vanced season. The lands coutiuue to be that rich alluvion 
which is common to all the :o;l.re~nls niHI vallies of Missouri, 
and coverecl by a luxuriant grovnh of fot·est-timber, shrubs, 
vines, cane, and green-briar, often so matted and interwoven 
tog·ether, that our progress is not only retarded, but attended 
with gTeat fatig·ue. 'l'IH• extent of these bottoms is, however, 
small, and they are horderc~d 'by very high bluffs of calcareous 
rock. In our progn,ss, we have been continually breaking· 
in npon the retreats of those nntnral possessors of the soil, the 
bear and the dcm·. The turkey, the duck, swan, prairie-hen, 
and squirrel, have n!so vie\ved us as enemies, and fled at our 
approach. Such is· the admimhle power and foresig-ht with 
which t.he CrHatm· has endowed every part of animated nature, 
for its own eonduet nnrl preservation, that whether operating· 
hy instinctive impuhw, as in the deer or wild-fowl, or by a rea
soning· and comparing· faculty ns in man, the effect is equally 
powerful, certain, and complete. 

1'be !'itream which we fll'e pursuing is devious beyond all ex
ample, mHI iFI fnrther cltnradcrized by heing made up wholly of 
srirings, whidt hubhlc up from the rocks along its banks. No 
tributary has, n>J yet, swt'lled its <>urrent, either from the rig·ht 
or the left; but it eontinues visibly to increase from the springs, 
som<~ of whidJ are of imm<cnse size, and all remarkable for the 
purity of their wntcJ·s. We bave pas~ed one of these springs 
to-day, which deF!erves to he ranked among the natural phe
nomena of this reg-ion. It rushes out of an aperture in a. 
lime-stone roc:k, at least fifty yards across, and where it joins 
the main river, about 1,000 yal'ds below, is equal to it, both in 
width and depth, the waters possessing the purity of crystal. 
I set my gun against a tree, and unbuckled my belt, prepara
tory to a drink, and in taking a few steps towards the brink of 
the spring, discovered an elk's horn of most astonishing size, 
which I afterwards hung upon a limb of a contiguous oak, to 
advertise the future traveller that he had been preceded by 
human footsteps in his visit to the .Elkhorn Spring. 

The difficulties we find in making om·wa;y down this valley, 
especially with a hon:;e, seem to inet·ea~e wtth the size of the 
l!ltream, and the width of the valley; and if we formerly thought 
it wearisome in climbing over stony ridges, we now find it 
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laborious in breaking our way throuo-~ thickets bound tog~ther 
by grape-vines and green-briar, whteh are constantly either 
entan..,.lino- our horse's feet, or become so wound around our 
bodie~, that we are obliged to use a knife in cutting thr~:mgh. 
In breakino- throuO'b one of these thickets I lost my mmeral ""' ,., hammer, a misfortune I shaH have frequent cause to reg~et, as 
it served both for detaching small specimens of such m1n~ral 
bodies as I found worthy of notice, and for occasionally puttmg 
a nail in the shoes of our horse. The latter is, I confesl', the 
only essay I ha\'e ever had occasion to make ~n the farri~r's 
art; hut it is an attention dictated by humamty, aniJ whiCh 
every traveller who makes long journeys across such stony 
and desolate tracts, should be provided for. We encamped at 
dusk on the brink of the river, on the skirts of an extensive 
cane-brake, more fatigued than WE' have been for several days, 
and hln'ing only tra\·elled a distance of twelve miles. General 
course, south. 

Saturday, Jl/(m. 2l.wt. 
The bottom-lands continue to improve both in quality and 

extent, and the growth of cane is more vigorous and g-reen, 
and affords a nutritious food for our horse. 'l'he bluffs on 
each side of the valley continue, and are covered by theyellow 
pine. At the distance of six miles below our last night's en
campment, the river receives its first tributary from the left in 
a stn-am of a size nearly equal to itself, which enters at I he 
foot of a \'ery lofty bluff, nearly at right angles, and the river 
below their junction is visibly increased in size. The extreme 
limpidity of the water of this stream gives rise to a species of 
dec*O'ption o~ \l"hich 'll'e have this day bad a serious proof. It is 
so dear, wh1te, anti transparent, that the stones and pebble"' 
in its bottom, at a depth of eight or ten feet, are reflected 
tllrou~h it with the most perfect accuracy as to colour, size1 

and position, and at the same time appear ao; if within two or 
three feet of the surface of the water. Its depth cannot, there
fore, be judged by the eye with any probability of that de<rree 
of exaetne~o; which can be ltad by looking into common dear 
streams. The exp!anation of this phenomenon is referable to 
the extreme de;:rree of the purity of the water, which holds no 
fine particles of ea1th in susp€'nsion, and admits the rays of 
light to pa~ through it without beino- intercepted or refracted 
by those particles. ""' 

In attempting to ford t~e river where the water appeared to 
~J~ two, or ~t mo:;;t three feet deep, the horse suddenly plung·ed 
m .b>elow Jus rlepth, and was <'Ompelled to swim a<'ross, ·by 
wfuC'b our bag·gage got completely wetted. Our tea, meal~ 
salt. au~, &.<>. wali either greatly damag-ed, or entirely 
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spoiled; om· skins, blankets, and clothing, were also soaked 
with water, and such part of our powder as was not bottled 
shared tile same fate. This proved a serious misfortune, as 
our situation precluded the possibility of getting new supplies, 
It was near nig-ht when this accident happened, and we imme .. 
diately encamped, and began to dry our effects, and save what 
was not wholly ruined, in which we consumed a considerable 
part of the night. 'fhe weather contin,ues mil~ and pleasant, 
We have passed innumerable flocks of turkey m the course of 
this day: also bear, deer, pig~on, duck, and sq.uinel. General 
.course, south-south-ea~>t. Dtstance twelve nules. 

Sunday, .,Vov. 22d, 
The difficulties attending our progress along the banks of 

the river induced us this mot·ning to take the higltlands, 
where we found the travelling- mnch easier, bot.h to ourselves 
and our horse. On quitting the valley of 1he lime-stone .we 
held a due-west course for about two miles, in order completely 
to disengage ourselves from the pine-forest, the ravines, and 
the brush, bordering the right hank of the river, when we 
found ourselves on an open barren, with very little timbet·, or 
under-brush, and generally level. We now altet·ed our coQrse 
to south-south-west, and travelled iu a direct line fourteen 
miles without meeting any thing worthy of remark. We 
passed over a sterile soil, destitute of wood, with gentle eleva, 
tions, but no hills or cliffs, and no water, The want of the 
latter we began sensibly to experience as night approached, 
and entered a rocky valley bending towards the soutb.,.east in. 
hopes of finding it. Nothing could eqoal1be sterility, or the 
ruggecl aspect of this valley, which deepened rapidly as we 
went, and was nothing more than a dry channel scooped out 
of a mass of roeks and stones, and seemed alike to forbiil the 
.expectation of finding either wood, g-rass, or water. :For twQ 
miles we pursued our way without the prospect of finding a 
suitable place to encamp. Night was closing fast around us, 
and as the sky darkened, the wind began to rir>e, and as it 
murmured among the pines which crowned the hig·h bluff..<; 
by which we were encompassed, set'med t.o forbode that we 
we~·e destined to pass a cheerless night. We almost involun., 
tartly stopped to survey the scene around us, and at this 
mome!1t observed a small spring of w<~ter trickling among the 
stones at om· feet; and turuing· townrd its source, a cave in the 
t·ock, 'Situated about midway up the bluff, yawned before us. 

Elated vyith this sudden discovery, we immedilltely scrambled 
pp to explore it; found it habitable, with a spring issuing at 
~ts mouth1 aud encamped. It was a spacious cave, and whe~ 
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we had kindled our fires the reflection of Iio·ht upon its l1igh 
and rugg·ed roof, and the different apartm~uts in!o ~h~c~1 it 
separated, produ~ed an effect o~ aw~fnJ gra.ndeu.r wl11?h Jt Is Im
possible to describe. The tram of reflectiOns 1~1 whrcb we .are 
apt to indulgfl is not always the ell'ect of a prevwus reso~utwn, 
nor is it always within the power of cuntro]; and wlllle we 
partook of our f~ugal meal uf dried ;venison, bread, and.water, 
we were almost imperceptibly drawn into a conve1:sat10n on 
the nature and objects of our journey, the hardships of. the 
bunter's life, its advantages and disadvantflges, and comparison 
between savage and civilized society. 'l'his carried us.to ot!ler 
scenes, the land of our nativity, which seemed dearer m bemg 
at a distance ; the conversation dropped, and we spread our 
skins and prepared for sleep. ·while the light altermitely 
g;lared or faded upon tl1e terrific walls of the cave, I engraved 
the date of our visit wilh a knife uoon a smooth calcareous 
rock, and transcribed from my journ~I a part of the following 
inscription, previously penciled for the purpose : 

0 thou. who, clothed with magic spell, 
Delight'st in lonely wilds to dwell, 
Resting in rift, or wrapt in nir, 
Remote from mortal ken or care. 
Spirit of c~vems, goddess blest ! 
Hear a suppliant's fond request, 
One, who uor a wanton calls 
Or intruder in thy walls ; 
One, who spills not on tile plain 
Blood for sport, or worldly gain, 
Like his n'd barbarian kia 
Deep in murder, foul in sin; 
Or with high horrific-yells 
Rends thy dark and silent cel!s ; 
But a devious traveller nigh, 
\Yeary, hungry, parch'd and dry: 
One who seeks thy shelter blest, 
Not to riot, but to rest, 
Grant me, from thy crystal rill, 
Oft my glittering cop to fill; 
Let thy dwelling, rude and high• 
Form onr ni~htly canopy, 
And by ~uper.human walls 
Ward the de IV that nightly falls: 
Guard me frorn the ill; that creep 
On the houseless tran•ller's sleep, 
From the ravenous panrher's spring, 
From the scorpion's poisont>d sting, 
From the serpent-T<"Jltile curst, 
Dr the Indian's midnight thrust. 
Grant me sweet rPpose by night, 
And a vision of delight! 
Grant 111e thi•, and o'er my sleep 
Thy aerial vigils keep. 

Let me dream of friendship true, 
And that human ills a1·e few ; 
Let me dream that boyhood's schemes 
Are not, what I've found them-dream!; 
And his hopes, however gay, 
Have not flitted fast away. 
Let me dream life is no buhhlC', 
That the world is free of trouble, 
And my heart's a stranger still 
To the cares that fain would kill.
Let me dream I e'er shall find · 
Honour fair, or fortune kinrl, 
And that time shall sweetly fling 
In my path perpetual spring. 
Ll"t me dream my bosom never 
Ft•lt the pang from friends to sever; 
And that life is not replete, 
Or with lo>>, pain, woe, deceit, 
Let me dream misfortune's smart 
Ne'er hath wmng my bll"ediug heart, 
Nor from home its potent swav 
Drove me far, oh far away. • 
Let me dream my journey here 
Is not fraught with toil severe; 
'!:hat the barren is uot dreary, 
Nor my drrily marches weary· 
And the cliff, the brake, the·b'l'icr, 

~~~~7; ;.·,~~~d~ 11a~J~h~~;e~~~.:e; 
'I:mckiPss.desal'l, mountain dry, 
1 he;e affi;ct not, but be .. uile 
TinH .. "' away, like beant~,s smile, 
Let me drt"am it, for I i•now 
When I wake, it is nO( so, ' 
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J.l!Jondtty, Nov. 23tl. 
Our horse was turned loose last nig·ht with the poorest pros

pect of picking up a meal than he has yet experienced, and 
we had our fears that the sterility of the country would induce 
]Jim to stray off. In this we were not disappointed, a11d spent 
the greate1· part of the forenoon in looking him up. 'V e thetl. 
followed down the valley about three miles, and came to the 
banks of the stream we had the day before left. A ~~onsider
able cl1ange in the face of the cou!l"try has tak<m place. In
stead. of rich bottoms, we have a hig·h oak-prairie. The pfT

pendicular bluff:.,, and the pine, have also disappeared, and in 
their place we have long sloping hilh, covered by oak~. The 
stream has also vi~ibly increased in size, and is now deep 
enough to float a keel-bo:1t of twenty tons btuthen. Thinking 
it had received a considerable tt·ibutary from the left bank, at 
no great distance above, we tied our horse, and plll'~ued U[> 
several miles, but were mistaken. On !'£!turning, \\e followed 
down about three mile~, and encamped on the banks of the 
river. Distance ten miles. We have observed little game to
day; the weather continues pleasant. 

Tuesday, NoP. 24th. 
Got our l1orse packed at day-light, and travelled down the 

river's bank fourteen miles, and encamped. Lands chiefly 
poor; so1"!le hottoms of a se_concl quality; but very narrow, aud 
l1emmed m by rocks and htlls. The n"·er has to-day, ahout 
seven miles below our encampment, received a tributary from 
the rig-ht bank; and, a little he low, another from the left. A 
singular circumstance was noticed at the forme1·. It enters 
the river in a direction contrary to that of the current of the 
water, and with such velocitv that it maintains its course fot· 
many yards up stream, until the opposing current overpowers 
and turns it downward. 

A little below the junction of these streams we pnssed se
veral Indian camps, but all in a state of decay, and bearing 
the appearance of having- been deserted three or fonr years. 
These are the first. traces of savage life (save @orne ha('ks np
pa•·ently made with hatchets in saplings, noticed ye>:terday 
and to-day,) which we have seen since leaving the Fourche a 
Courtois. Several causes have induced the Indianl' to rel~n"
quish hunting· in this quarter, and principally their wars 
among themselves, which have kept them in mutual fear of 
each other. Lately, the Indian title has been extinguished 
by purchase by the United States, and this strean1 will no 

· longer be included in their bunting-grounds. It was claimed 
by the Osages. 

Vov AeEs and TaA. YEU•, .lvo. 5. Vol. IJ~". E 
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Tbe inducements for huntin~ are, however, great; and large 

quantities of bear, deer, elk, and beaver skins, might be col~ 
Iected. I had an opportunity this day, while travelling- across 
a very rocky bank of the t·iver, to observe two large and beau~ 
tiful beavers who were spm·ting in water·. They afterwards 
came out and sat upon a rock, occasionally chang·ing positions, 
and evincing great dexterity and quickness in their movements. 
They were within shooting- distance, but I reserved my fire 
a few moments to observe their motions, when suddenly they 
darted ibto their holes. The wild turkey has also been very 
abundant to-day, and the ducks and geese upon the river~ 
Distance fourteen miles. 

Wednesda;1J, No?:. 25th. 
The quality of the lands passed over to-day has, in g;enet·al, 

been sterile, with little timber. A few strips of good bottom 
lands have intervened. In travelling ten miles, on descend
ing the slope of a long- hill, we drscried at its foot a large 
cabin, covered with ~plit boartl, and were elated with the idea 
offinding it inhahitecl hy a white hunter. On coming- up, 
however, we were disappointed. It had apparently been de
serted about a year, or eighteen months. We could not, how
ever, re-ist the comfortable shelter it a:ft<mled from the "ea
ther, and encamped in it at an early hour iu the afternoon~ 
The site had been chosen with the sagacity of a huntet·. A 
stream ran in front; on the back was a thick and extensive 
forest; and a larg·e cane-hrake commenced near one side of it, 
and extended to the banks of the river, so that it afforded 
great facilties fot· procuring; the three great requisites for en
campment, wood, water, and horse-feed. On g·oing to tile 
river, we are surprised to find it considerably eularged. It 
is as wide at this place as the Muskingum at 1\Iarietta, and 
prohably affords as much water at this season of the year. 
The weather continues mild. Distance ten miles. 

Thursday, Nov. 26th. 
The great width of the river, which appears to have ,;ud

denly iucrea~ed, indueed us to helieve we were upon White 
River, and that the stream we have been following has d:s
charged it" waters some miles above, where the thickness of 
tl1e cane and brush rendered it impossible to travel neur ti1e 
river's hank. To ascertain . this point I went back about five 
mihs, and took a circuit into the country on tl1e opposite side 
of the river, hut found our conjecinre unfounded, no ~tream ot\ 
~my size coming in at that place. · · ·' 
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n is necessary here to note, that we have for several days 
been in the expectation of striking the hunter settlements on 
White River, having alrendy been in the woods more than 
double the time contt>mplated Our supplies have con1-;e·. 
quently been f~dling for severn 1 days. Ou1· bread gave out 
more than a week ag·o, and we have not !ndian meal enougl1 
to last more than one day more. Our dned meat and our shot 
are also nearly expende(l, so that there appears a certainty of 
running out of provisions very soon, without the possibility of 
g-etting a supp1y, unless we should be fortunate enough to 
arrive at some hunter's cabin in the course of one or two 
days. We have, in fact, already been on short allowance for 
two days past, and begin to feel the eftects of an unsatisfied ap
petite. ']'he followin,g incident will serve to show the ~itua
tion to which we WNe reduced. In 1·eturning- from the little 
tom of observation I made on the rig:ht banks of the river, I 
.met with a deset·t<~d Indian, m· White Hunter's Camp, where 
I found three pnmkinill upon a vine which had sprung- up 
from a seed aecidentally dropped by the former occupant. 
One of them having been partly eaten by ~ome wild animal, I 
~·ave the balance to my horse, f!X('ept a portion whid1 I re· 
$erved for my own U!;e, and which l ~o<nt down and ent with as 
much pleasure as 1 ever enjoyed ft·om the mol'lt delicious 
R1elon or peach. I was not, indeed, before f'ensible of such 
a degree of hunger. The othe1· two I took to camp, where I 
received the hearty congratulations of rny companion upon 
so f(u·tunate a diseovery, nncl alTang·ements were immediatrly 
made f(n· a grand stew. A little iron camp-kettle we carried 
with us was well adapted fot• the purpose, and we had a 
plenty both of water anrl of s~1lt; but as we had neithet' bread 
»or mel'lt, nor any other eatable thing to make up a repast, 
1ome epicm·es would not have relisht·d the entE-rtainment. 
NeverthE'1es><, we enjoyed a mof't hearty and social repast, for 
what we lacked in variety we made up in ra1·ity; And had a 
kaunch of venison, (hessed with all the !'pices of the east, 
1imoked upon our oaken table, we could not have done more 
ample justice to the cooke1·y. 

A circumstAnce hfls been noticed this evening-, which proves 
!that the climnte we are in is adapted to the growth of cotton, 
,several stalks of which were found gTowin!!,' spontaneously 
:~mong· the weeds encircling- our camp. The bowls were 
handsomely filled with cotton of a fine quality, and we picked 
~ome of it, for the pm·pose of kind! ing a fire, as we find it pre· 
ferable to Jow, which we have heretoforE~ u~d. 

Ei 
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Friday, Nov. 27th. 
Having exhausted our provisions and our shot, so that we 

could procure no supp?rt from our guns, we determined on 
leaving onr heavy _hagg·age an~ horse at the ~~~nte(s Camp, 
in order that we nngbt travel w1th greater rapidity w search 
of a settlement, which we had reason to believe was at M 

great distanc~. We had each provided ourselves ~it~ knap
sacks, in whiCh we put a blanket, and some other mdispeusa
bles. Our horse, with a bell on, was turned into the adjacent 
cane-brake, and our baggage piled in one cornet· of the camp, 
secured from the weather by boards, bark, &c. With these 
arrano·ements we ]eft the camp at an early hotlr, keeping on tl1e 
highl~nds nearly parallel with the river, "Which ran in.a gene4 
raf course south-st,utb-west. 

After. travelling about six miles, we were rejoiced to hear a 
gun fired on our left, supposing- it to he some hunter who 
could afford us relief, or at least direct us in what section uf 
the country we were, and with this vi~w made great exertions 
to find him. We fired several times; we hallooed, and were 
ans\vered; but after pursuing him for some time, were obliged 
to f!;ive up the attempt, and pursue our way, having lost an 
hour or two in the search. In going eight miles further, 
night overtook nst and we encamped in an Indian bark tent 
on the bank of tbe river, which had not been occupied for one 
or hro vears. Distance fourteen miles. 'fbe weather is be~ 
coming:' cooler. 

$aturday, Nov. 28th. 
We this morning finished the last morsel of our provisions. 

A dense fog-, which prevented us from discerning objects at a 
distance of fifty yards, detained us in camp until sun-rise, when 
we ascended the river-hills on our left, and travelled dili
gently in a south-:;;otlth-east course, which was that of the 
ri\"er. until late in the afternoon. A want of water now com
pell~d us ag-ain to seek the river's bank, and we encamped in 

· a thick cane-brake in season to gather up some wood, and 
build a fire, before dark. Our route this dav has lain across 
a ro~tgh and sterile tract of country, eovere;l with oak, and 
destitute of strP.ams; and we have seen ahunrlance ofdeer, for 
,., hom it appears to be a favourite range at this season of the 
,year. The rocks are invariably secondary lime-stone, which 
!w,_ continued to be the surface rock, in all the district we 
Jmve passed ~ver1 since last notice. The mineralog-y bas not 
heen intNesong. Iron-ores, some crystallized quartz, pyrites, 
am:! horn-stone, are the princ~_pal substances noticed. The 
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';feather, which has been mild and Jlleasant, since we com
t'Jlenced our journey, h~s experience a change that has gra
dually b_een opera~mg for several day~, a.nd we have sensibly 
felt the mcreaRe of cold for tl1e last two mghts. rl'l1e unifonn 
temperature, 44 deg. of the air, and the serenity of the atmo
~phere, have been the sul~ject of frequent remark, while we 
bave been travelling in this section of territory. ThP.re have 
})een a few days in which the atmospl1ere was smoky, hut, at 
the same time, an increased warmth was observable; and with 
the exception of a Hli~ht shower of rain, which fell during the 
pight, while <mcntnped on the Merrimack, and a rain-storm 
which prevailed while in Ashley's Cave, on the Currents, 
the sky haR remained tmdoutled. We did not, indeed, ex
pect to find the dimato so favomable at this season of the year, 
1llld are dispo>;ed t:o believe that the month of November in this 
reg·ion may uniformly b~l characterized by mild, serene, and 
pleat'lant w<•ather. Distauce fbnrteen miles. Acorns for sup-
per. . 

Sunday, Nov. 29tlt. 
A thick fog-, "vhid1 ovel'lnmg- the valley this morning, pre

V"ented us thHn quitting· our camp at an early hour. When 
sufficiEwtly ch'ar to di~cem our wny, we ascended the river
hills on our ld't, and took a south-south-nnst course across the 
)Jig·hlau(~s, an.d afte1· travelling- twelve miles, encamped in a 
()rep ravnw alter dark, as we were unable before to find water. 
Nothing can exceed the roughness and sterility of the country 
we have to-day travers1HI; and the endless succession of steefl 
declivities, ~mel broken, rocky precip,ices, surmounted, added 
to a Jnnguor cousef{ll<:~Jt to our situation, bas rendered the 
day'~'~ march unwmn. ly tittig-uing. 

Monday, JV'ov. 30th. 
Wt• ohtnintld little sleep last night on account of the cohl, 

nnd commtmc<:d our journey at a very c:-arly hour tbis morn
ing. After t.rnvelling two miles we fell iuto a horse-path with 
fresh tracks leading both ways, and after some deliberation 
followed the ltft-hand end of it, leading· to the north-eAst. 

There was no doubt now of our being on a path occa
sionally travelled between two settlement~, but it was impos-. 
sible to tell to which of them we were nearest. We fi1·st con
cluded to f(JIIow to the north-east; but, on going about three 
miles, altered OUI' mimJs, aml h<'!d returned About half a mile 
on the same pMh we weut, when we met a man on horseback. 
He was the first human being we had encountered fo1· twenty 
days. and I do not know that· I have ever r«.>ceived a greater 
plea~:mre u..t the sig·ht of a mnn. He proved to be a person who 



bad formerly resided as a bunter at. a remote se~t~ement on 
\Vhite River, and was now returnmg- from a Vlf'Jt to that 
r<'"'ion where he had disposed of a small improvement. From 
hi~1 w~ learned that the stream we had been following down, 
was the Great North Fork of Vlhite River; that we were then 
within ten miles of its mouth, and that we were within a few 
miles of a house either wav. Elated with this information, 
we turned about and follow~d our informant, who, in travel lin~ 
about seven miles in a north-west direction, brought us to a 
hunter's house on Bennet's Bayou, a tributary stream of the 
North Fork, where we arrived about three o'clock in the after
noon. 

Our approach was announced by the loud and long con
tinued barking- of doo·s, who required repeated bidding before 
they could be -pacified ; and the first object worthy of remark 
which presented itself on emerging from the forest, was the 
innumerable quantity of deer, bear, and other skins, which 
had been from time to time ~tretched out, and hung up to dry 
on poles and trees around the house. These trophies of skill 
and prowee:s in the chace were regarded with great compla
cency hy our conductor as we passed among them, and he 
told us, that the house we were about to visit belonged to a 
person by the name of Wells, who was a forehanded man for 
these parts, and a great hunter. He had seve1·al acres of 
ground in a state of cultivation, and a substantial new-built 
log-house, consisting· of one room, which had been lately ex
changed for one less calculated to accommodate a growing 
family. Its inlerior would disappoint any person who has 
uen"r had an opportunity of \Vitnessing the abode of man be
yond the pale of the civilized world. Nothing could he more 
remote from the ideas we have attached to domestic comfort, 
neatn~>ss, or conveniency, without allusion to cleanliness, order, 
and the concomitant train of household attributes, which make 
up the sum of human felicity in refined society. 

The dress of the children attracted our attention. The boys 
were clothed in a particular kind of ganne11t made of Jeer
skin, ~·bich served the double purposes of shirt and jackPt. 
The gtrls had buck-skin frocks, which it was evident, hy the 
cm·e!eo:s m:mner in which they were clothed, were intended to 
comhine the utility hnth of linen and calico, and all were 
abundantly greasy and dirty. Around the walls of the room 
hung the horns. of deer and bufialoe,. rifles, shot-pouches, 
leatller-eoats, dned meat, and othe: art1cles, composing the 
wn~d-rohe. smok~-house, and mngazme of our ~ost and family, 
"·Jnle t~e fl?or d1splayed g-reat evidence of his own skill in 
the fabru:-,ahon o{ household furniture. .A dt·esaed d11er-skiu, 
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;t;erved up n~ueh in ,the _shape the c:mima! orig·ir~ally possessed·, 
and ~lied wtth bea_r s o_ll, and .another filled wtth wild honey, 
hang-mg- on oppostte sHies of the fire-place, were too con. 
spicuous to e~;c~lpe. obl';ervation, for which, indeed, they ap
peared to be Jn·mclpally kept, and broug-ht forcibly to mind 
.the ludicrous anecdote of potatoes and point-

,, As in some Irish houses where things are so-so 
Ouc ,g;ammon of bacon haHg·s up H>r a show." ' 

Our first care was to inform our host that we wished some
thing to eat; that we had (~ome across the wilderness from 
~line a Burton, had been twenty-four days out, and nm short 
,of shot, and that we had been without meat <)r bread for seve
ral days. We were ahout to add, that we were inexperienced 
in hunting· and travt'lling- in the woods, and had probably 
Jared worse thau an old hunter would have done in om situation; 
but he anti(•ipated om· design, notwithstanding our being dis;. 
.guised as hunters, and takii1g hold of my companion's shot
g·nn, remarked, " I. reckon, l'!tt·anger, you have not been used 
much to travelling· m the woods." 

While his wife was prepat·ing a meal, we entered into age
neral couver~'>ation on the Rttbject of onr journey, and obtained 
from him sueh directions as \Vere twcessary fbr continuing our 
course, wlJich w<~ now learned we had widely millsed. He 
inquired rcsp<'<:ting· the country we had crossed, what were the 
streams, the kind of wood, and the g-ame. • All this was done 
with a view either of l~mming- from us, oa· of judg-ing- ftH·Ilim
self whether it was a region fi.1r hunting, and what animals it 
abounded with. Ho Wlts pnrtieularly anxious fo1· beat·, deer 
being vct·y common in all parts, and to use his own words, 
1• lumlly worth shooting;'' and fhm1 information we gave him, 
he immediately detennirwd to set out the next day on a hear
hunt, up the Great Nm·th Fork. His wife seemed to take a 
very great intereHt in this piece of inftmnation, and was even 
more particular than he in inquiries respecting· the freshness 
of the sio:ns wn had sePn. 

We rH)\v sat dowu to a meal of smoaking-hot corn-bread, 
butter, honey, and milk, a diet we should at any time have 
relished, bot in the present instance very judiciously set he
f.o1·e us; and aftel' eating as much as we supposed two hearty 
men oug-ht to, arose uus;atisfied, not more from a reg·ard to 
moral than physical propriety. After supper ·we made many 
inquiries respecting the •·egion we were in; its hearin'g and 
relation to the nearest f'ettlernents; tlle quality of soil, mineral 
and veg·etnble productions, &c. topics upon which he readily 
~ave U$ information. He wall ever anxious to 11l1ow that ht! 
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knew something of civilized Mciety (from which, by the way, 
we had afterwards reason to conclude be had made a sudden 
.escape.) told us, that he sometimes went on husin~ss int<? t~e 
settled parts of Lawrence county, and that he then hved wnhm 
a hundred miles of a justice of the peace, and by way Qf 
proving- this, showed us a summons he bad himself lately re
ceived~ He desired us to read it, (a thing· neither himself nor 
any member of his family could do,) but w!th all our in
genuity in deciphering syllahles and con_necung· words, we 
could not tell him when, or where, the smt was to he held; 
who he was to answer, nor, indeed, make any sense out of it. 

In the course of the evening I tried to engage out hostess 
and her daughters in small-talk, such as pal>ses current in 
every social corner; but, for the first time, found I should not 
recommend mvself in that wav. They could only talk of 
bears, hunting, and the like. " The rude pursuits, and the 
coar~e enjoyments of the hunter slate, were all they kne,v. 

The evening was now far spent; we had related the most 
strikino- incidents of our tom-, and had listened in return to 
many :hunting exploit, in the course of which, the trophies 
011 the wall were occasionally referred to as proof, when a 
n10tion was made for sleep, and we lay down on a skin hefore 
tl1e fire, happy in the reflection that we had a roof to cover us. 
Distance twelye miles. · 

Tuesday, Dec. l.st. 
We had concluded to spend this day in preparations for re

commencing our journey on the next. Our dress now re
quired attention. Our shoes were literally cut to pieces by 
the stony reg·ion we had crossed, and we had purchased a. 
deer-skin for tbe purpose of making ourselves a pair of 
mockasons a-piece. We also had purchased some corn for 
bread, some wild honey, and a little lead. The former re
quired pounding in a mortar, arid the latter moulding into 
huUets, or shot. AU this was imperiously necessary: and we 
lJad, therefore, determined to devote the day in making pre
parations, hut we found our. host and his sons early busied in 
e<luipping themselves for a hear-hunt up the Great North 
Fork, and as they \l'ould pass near the place where we had 
left our horse and baggage on the 27th of November, deter
mined not to lose so good an opportunity of beino· safely 
piloted back. Our wayward course for the last two days had 
already carried us as many miles in a direct line toward it, and 
he told us he could by a near route carry us there before nine 
.o'clock at night. This served to increase our anxiety, which 
he had no sooner raised to the highest point, than he refused· 
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to conduct us~ unless we would ptty a certain sum. of money1 

which be stipulated. He had already found we bad money, 
for we had paid hi;ID very liberal~ if not exorbitant priees, fot· 
every thing we had received, and it had only served to inflame 
his avarice. There was no alternative in our present situation, 
and we agreed to his demand, provided he would kill us a 
deer, either on the way; or before he left our camp, This 
arranged, we began early in the morning to heat our corn 
into meal; by means of a wooden mortar and pestle he kept for 
that purpose. This mortar was made by burning· a hole in 
tbe top of a firm oak.:stump, and a large wooden pestle attached 
to a spring~pole, adapted to play into it. It was an urtwieldy 
apparatus, and worked with a tremendous Clattering, attended 
with incredible fatigue to the operator. At eleven o1clock1 

lwwever,. we were ready for a march, and sl10uldering our 
knapsacks and g·uns, set forward toward the north-west, ac .. 
companied by our host~ his sons, and a neighbour, seven men 
in all, armed and equipped for a bear~lnmt1 and followed by 
a troop of hungry dogs; who made the woods re-echo with 
theh· cries. They were all on horseback but ourselves~ and as 
we were heavy laden, ancl sore-footed; we soon fell into the 
rear, which obliged the cavalcade occasionally to halt until we 
came up. After we had proceeded some miles1 in the cours(! 
of which it bad been .demonstrated, that we were unable to 
keep up with them; and that their frequent stopping would 
prevent our arrival at the hunter's camp that nig·ht, they offered 
us tbe privilege of riding and walking alternately with them1 

and with great diligence we reached the camp near ten o'clock 
at nig-ht, and found our horse and baggage all safe. Distance 
twenty miles. 

Wednesday; Dec. 2d. , 
Two men had been detached from our party yesterday for 

the purpose of killi~1g the stipulated deer; and that tl1ey mig·ht 
proceed mote caut10nsly1 took another route, and reached the 
camp some time before our arrival, but were unsuccessful1 

only briuging in a couple of turkeys1 one of which wa!!! imme· 
diately roasted for supper. Early this morning, thereforej 
sev-eral of the party went out in quest of game, but all returned 
at intervals withi,n two hours, completely unsuccessful," and 
after finishing the other tnrkey by "Way of breakfast, suddenly 
mounted their horses and bid us adieu. So abrupt a movement 
took us rather by surprise, and as they trotted off through an 
adjoining forest; w~ stood surveying the singular procession, 
anti the singular beings of whom it was composed, and which, 
taken altogether~ bore no comparison with any thing l1nmau 
or divine, savage or civilized, which we lmd ever before wit~ 
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nessed, but was rather characterised in partaking of whatever 
>vas diso-ustino·, terrific, rude, and outre in all. It was; indeed, 
a now:l"'and ~triking spectacle, such as we had. never before 
experienced, and when tl1ey had passed out of s1ght we could 
not forbear an expression of joy at the departure of men, in 
whose presence.,ve felt rather like prisoners than associates. 
From their a·enerositv we had received nothing; they l1ad 
neo·lected to fulfil one· of the most essential engagements, and 
departed 'vithout even an apology for it ; their manner and con
Vf'rsation were altogether rough and obscene, and their con" 
duct such as to make us every moment feel tl1at we were in 
their power. Nothing could more illy correspond with the 
ideas we had formed of our reception among white hunters, 
than tl1e conduct we had experienced from these men. Their 
avarice, their insensibility to our wants, not to call tl1em suf
ferings, and their flagrant violations of engagements, had 
served to sink them in our estimation to a very low standard; 
for, deprived of its genorosity, its open frankness, and hospita
lity, there is nothing in the hunter-character left to admire. 

Left alone, we began to reflect upon our own situation, 
which, with every advantage that had been gained by our visit 
to the hunters, was still extremely unpleasant. As to provi
sion, we had corn, meal, and some honey, but we had not 
enough of either to last a great while without meat; and be
sides, the voracious appetite created by the exertion oftrave]
Iing demanded. something more. We had only succeeded in 
proeming a sufficient quantity of lead to mould five hullets. 

· We had purchased a skin for making mockasons. We had 
got directions for continuing our voyage, and knew the relative 
situation of the country we were in. In so much was our con
dition bettered, and pi·eferabie to what we found it :five days 
before, on quitting the same camp in quest of a settlement. 
But we still lacked animal food, we lacked lead, and O'Uns 
adaptEd to bunting; and we lacked that experience nece~ary 
to enahie us to pursue our way successfully tbrouo-h a wilder
ness, by directions ·which were either very vaO'~e, or not 
founded on an acquaint~nce with that part of tl1: country, tl1e 
latter of which we had strong reasons for believing to be the , 
case. · 

Our first care, after tl1e departure of the bunters, was to 
make ourselve~ mockason:;:, and we spent the day in this and 
other preparations, necessary to the comfort, convenience, and 
safety of our tour. · 

Thursday, Dec. 3d. · 
While Mr. Pettibone ?omP'leted the preparations necessary 

for rec&mmencing our JOurney to-morrow, I sallied into the 
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adjoining woods with m~ gun, with a determination to kill some~ 
tl1ing. But after ~<pendwg- several hours in eudea vourinO' to 
dude the sagacity of the birds aud Leasts of the forest, ~nd 
making three unsuccessful shot>1, I returned to camp in a 
plight infinitely worse than I left it~ Mr. P; then took the 
gun, and also made an unsuccessf~1l shot at a turkey. We had 
now but one ball left; it was near 11ig·ht, and a flock of tnrkey 
betook themselves to roost on a cluster of oaks at no great 
distance. 

As we bad been unsuccessful during the day, we resolved 
to try our fortune at night, and endeavom· to accomplish that 
by strat:lgem which we· had been u11ahle to do in nny other 
way, 'fbe night was dark, and we presumed this animal 
would not be frightened from its roost by our approach. 1'o 
prevent all accidents, I cleaned up my gun thoroughly, put in 
a new flint, and charg-ed it wil.h great care, with the remain
ing ball, having· first cut it in thirty-two parts by way of shot. 
Then taking a torcl1, we proceeded into the mid;;;t of the flock, 
and selecting a huge oue, which sat low, 1\Ir. P. f:ired, while I 
l1eld the light above the banel, and the turkey dropped. With 
Joy we returned to camp, and prepared a sumptuous repast. 

Friday, Dec. 4th. 
The weather, which has continued mild during tl1e whole 

month of November, experienced a sensible change in the 
last three days, and we had cold and frosty nights, and the 
mornings and evenings chilly. 'rhe 1st of December wns a 
cold day, the second moderately cold, the third mild, and l.his 
day it has rained constantly, so that we have been confined to 
our camp. 

8aturdaJJ, Dec. 5th. 
The weather being clear this moming, we got our horse 

packed at an early hcmr, and fording th~ river, pursued a ·west 
course for Sugar~Loaf Prairie, on White River. After travel
ling two miles across a high ridge, we struck a smaH river, 
tributary to the Great North Fork, which we followed up s.eve11 
or eight miles, and encamped iu a cane-brake on a low point 
of"land, formed by the jqnction of two streams, f!ear its h~ad. 
Travelling had been excessively bad, owing t_o the hiHs1 the 
roughness of the country, and i.he thickets along the margin 
of the stream. A proportion of ~ane-hrake aud swarq.p has 
also been encountered, in cmssin~ which, our horijle got mired, 
an accident which cost us great Jabour, and dueatened one of 
the most serions calamities which has yet at(ended our journey. 
All attempts to rescue him seen)ed fruitless, our exertions only 
served to sink him deeper in the mire. We at last succeeded 

F2 
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in o-ettina- off tlH~ pack, piece after piece, but after spending 

twg hom~ in vain endeavo~m; to e:tctri:cate the horse, ~ve up 

the attempt.. We now carried our baggage tp a conttguous 
spot of dry gt·ound, and sat down to rest, ancl to contemplate 

our own situation; which, deprived of our horse, was truly 

deplorable. Our skins~ our cooking-utensils, axe, some part 

of our corn, meal, ~c. must be abanaoned. Without these we 

could not progress with any degree of comfort, and in resolv

ing to renew our att,empts, eJ{hibited, pe1·baps, Jess of reason
able perseverance than of desperation, for, on returning to the 

horse, he was now sunk in soft black mud so deep, that the 

upper part of his back and head and ne.ck were only visible. 

Nevertheless we succeeded, with less than an hour's work, in 
drawing biro out, and cleaning the mud from his body, so tl1at 

we were enabled to re-pack him, and travel on about three 

miles b.efore encamping-. Some tolerably good lands have 

been obs.erved on the stream we came up, but gentlralJy there 
iii a waQt Df timber. Distance nine miles, · 

Sunday, Dec. 6th. 

Travelled sixteen miles west .. south-west, across a rocky 
ridge of land, and encamped on a pretty large stream running 

wqth, from which we conclude it is discharged into White 
River. Face of the country very rough, lands sterile, timber 

oak, antJ very scanty; wl')ather very mild and pleasant for the 
iieaspn, ' . 

Mor;day, Dec, 7th. 
On going si¥C miles, we halted our horse near the summit of 

a bald mountain, while we went up to survey one of those beau
tiful and extensive prospects which the traveller so frequently 

enjoys in passing over this singularly wild and barren region. 

We bad been told by the hunter to travel toward sun-set, that 
is, nearly dne-west, and that in going fifteen miles we should 
reach a settlement of hunters on the banks of White River. 

We bad now gone donble that distance, an1l as we could not, 

f~Gm the eleyated. pea~ on which we now stocd, discover any 

1ngns of White Riv~r. or pf human habitations, had reason to 
conclude w.e had received wrol)g directions, and, therefore, 
resolved to alter pur (:Ourse of travelling. Returnino- to our 

horse, w.e turned directly ,south, making a right angle ~ith our 

former c~rse1 and had not proc.eeded more than a mile, when 

we fell ~nto 0: f~intiy7mar. ke .. d ... horse-path, and in fo1Iowino- this 
tbrt>e miles, 1t led mtp another and a plainer path, which led 
us on a high bluff of rocks, formino- the eastern bank of 

White River, which ran a broad and b~autiful stream below. 

Elated with this discovery, made so ,soon aft~r we were ready 
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to conclude ourselves lost, we followed down the river~s bank 
about a mile, and discovered a house on the opposite bank of 
the river. We lost no time in fording it at a ripple, where the 
water was only half-leg deep, and were received with hos.;; 
pitality by the occupant, a white ~unter, by the name of 
M ~Gary. He had a field of several acres under cultivation, 
where he raised corn, with several horses, cows, and ho&"s· 
The bouse was of logs, built after the manner of the new set
tlers in the interior of Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois. He was 
provided with a hand-mill for'' grinding corn, a smoke-hous~ 
filled with bear and other meats, and the interior of the house~ 
though very far from being either neat or comfortable, bore 
some evidence that the occupant bad ouce resided in civilized 
society. I noticed a couple of odd volumes of books upon a 
shelf. Some part of the wearing-apparel of himself and fa. 
mily was of foreign manufacture. Upon the wl10le, heap-

, peared to live i:11 great ease and independence, surrounded by 
a numerous family of sons and daughters, all grown up; re
ceived us with cordiality, gave us plenty to eat, and bid us 
welcome as long as we pleased to stay. 

In the evening, conversation turned on the length and ob
ject of our journey, the difficulties we bad encountered, the 
game we bad seen, &c. He told us we were 800 miles above 
t~e junction of White .River with the Mississippi; that the 
nver was n~mgable With keel-boats all the way ; that there 
were several settlements along its banks, the river bottoms 
being very rich; and that traders sometimes came up witb 
large canoes to tht place, and to the settlement above at tbe 
Sugar-Loaf Prairie. He represented our journey toward the 
bead of White River as extreiX)ely hazardous, on account of 
the Osag·e Indians, whose hunting grounds embraced the 
whole region in which this river, and its upper tributaries, 
orig-inate, and who never failed to rob wh1te bunters, and 
travellers who were so unfortunate as to faJI in their way, and 
sometimes carried them into captivity. He related the par
ticulars of a robbery they had some time before committed 
upon him in the very bouse we were then sitting, when they 
took away. horses, clothes, and such other articles about the 
house as they took a fancy to. They had visited bim in 
this way twice, and very recently had stolen eight beaver 
traps, with all his furs, from, a nei~hbouring bunter, and de:"' 
taine.d him a considerable time a pnsoner in their camp. Nu
merous othet· inst.ances were related, all tending to prove that 
the Osage Indians felt hostile to the white set~lements along 
that river, and that they were habitual robbers and phJnderer!l, 
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not only of them, but of every person who happened to fall de. 
fenceless into their band!'c 

All this was new to us, and excited some surprise, as the 
United States have enjoyed an uninterrupted peace with this 
tribe of Indians ever since the acquisition of Louisiana. We 
replied to him, that the existence of such robberies ~ust ce~. 
tainly be unkno\vn to the government; that we consi?ered It 
bound to protect them in the lawful and peaceable enJoyment 
()f their liberty and pl"Operty while living witl1in the territories 
(lf the United States, and that if proper representations w.ere 
made to the Indian ag-ent at St. Louis, redress could undoubt
edly be obtained. He said such representations had been at
tempted, but owing to causes not recollected,, did not succ:eed; 
that they were not, in fact, able to undertake such long JOUr
neys for the purpose of seeking redress, which would cost more 
than the worth of the property taken, &c. 

He also informed us, that· a deadly and deep-rooted hos- · 
tility existed between the Cherokees, who had. lately ex
changed their lands in Tennessee for the country lyin~ be
tween the Arkansaw and Red River, and the Osages, and that 
tl1ey were daily committing depredations upon the territories 
and properties of each other. Having but a short time before 
witnessed the conclusion of a treaty of peace between these 
two tribes, made at St. Louis under the auspices of Governor 
Clark, I was surprised to hear of the continuance of hostilities. 
To prove what reliance is to be placed on the faith of such 
treaties, he mentioned, that when the Cherokees returned from 
the council which concluded that treaty, they pmsued a party 
of Osages near the banks of White River, and stole, unper
ceived, twenty horses, and carried them safely off. Before 
going to sleep we determined to leave our horse, who l1ad 
fallen away very much, and indeed all our baggage which 
cannot be put into knapsacks, with 1\'I•Gary, until our return. 
Distance eleven miles. 

. . . . T'l!esday, Dec. 8th. 
Havmg obtamed the necessary mformatmn, we determined 

this m.orning to continue our journey to Sugar-Loaf Prairie~ 
for winch we had made preparation, by turning a couple of 
sm?ll bags into k!lapsacks, and putting in a blanket, and such 
a~~e!es of necess1ty as c<!uld be conveniently carried. On 
offermg to pay our entertamer for victuals and lodaino-, he re
fused !O take any thing, ~nd perceiving we hal' no"' meat to 
ta~e w1tb ?S; took me to h1s smoke-house, and drawino- hi~ 
kmfe, put 1t mto my hand, then opened the door, and told me 
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to go in and cut what I want~d. I did so. It was weU filled 
with dried bufi~doe's beef, and bear's meat, both smoaked and 
fresh. .At nine o'cloek i!1 the morning· we hid our generous 
host ad1eu, cro~sed the nver at tl~e for~· and followed up the 
horse-path leadmg to Sugar-Loaf Prame, on the east bank of 
the river. This path frequently became so blind, that we 
were unable to keep it, and spent. !':ome time in frequent 
searches for the tracks of horses. Relieved of the tiresome 
task of leading· a pack-horse, we travelled on with accelerated 
speed, until approaching darkness warned us that it was time 
to encamp. :Deer and Turkey have been common. The 
weather continues rnild. Distance sixteen miles. Course 
west-north-west. 

Wednesday, Dec. 9th. 
The path we are pursuing became so feint and indefinite, 

that we were unable to follow it mo•·e than a mile from our en
campment, but taking the general course of the river, forced 
our way through the thick cane and brier which over-run the 
rich alluvial hanks of the river, with incredible fatigue. At 
the distance of seven 1niles we came unexpectedly into a 
small opening in the 1nidst of one of the most gloomy thickets 
of cane we had yet encountered. Here, in a small carup, 
tight on1y at top, we found a family who had two weeks be
fore emigrated ft·om the lower parts of White River. They 
had brought their furniture and effects, such as it was, partly 
in a canoe up the river, and partly on pack-horses tbroug·h tile 
woods. .. 

Nothing could present a more striking picture ofthe hard
ships eMountered by the hack wood's settler, than this poor, 
friendless, and forlorn family. The woman and her little 
children were a touehing g•·oupe of human distress, and in 
contemplating their forlorn situation we for a while forgot 
our own deprivationA and fatigues. They were short of pro
visions, the husband being out in search of game, and after 
obtaining such information as the woman was able to give, re
specting the next settlement, we continued our journey in a 
north-west course along· the hills which skirt the river bot
toms at the distance of a mile from its banks, and arrived at 
an early hour in the afternoon at the house of a Mr. Coker, at 
what is called Sugar-I~oaf Prairie. This takes its name from 
a bald hill covered with grass 1·ising on tl1e verge of the river 

·alluvion on the west side oft he river, and is discernible at the 
distance of many miles. The settlement at Sug·ar-Loaf Prai
rie consists at present of four families, located within the dis
tance of eight miles, but is so recent that a horse-path has not 
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yet been worn from one cabin to another. It is the highest set. 
dement on the river, excepting two families at the mouth of 
Beaver Creekt about three miles above. These people sub
sist partly by agriculture, and partly by hunting. They raise 
corn for bread, and for feeding their horses previous to the com
mencement of long journeys in the woods, but none for ex
portation. No cabbages, beets, on!ons, potatoes, turnips, ur 
other garden vegetables, are raised. Gardens are unknown. 
Corn, and wild meats, chiefly bear's meat, are the staple ar-" 
tides of food. In manners, morals, customs, dress, contempt 
of labour and hospitality, the state of society is not essentially 
different from that which exists among the savages. Schools, 
religion, and learning, are alike unknown. Hunting is the 
principal, the most honourable, and the most profitable em
ployment. To excel in the chace procures fame, and a man's 
reputation is measured by his skill as a marksman, his agility 
and strength, his boldness and dexterity in killing game, and 
his patient endurance and contempt of the hardships of the 
bunter's life. They are, consequently, a hardy, brave, inde
pendent people, rude in appearance, frank and generous, tra
vel without baggage, and can subsist any where in the woods, 
and would form the most efficient military corps in frontier 
warfare which can possibly exist. Ready trained, tl1ey re
quire no discipline, inured to danger, and perfect in the use 
of the rifle. '.fheir system of life is, in fact, {)De continued 
scene of camp-service. Thejr habitations are not always per
manent, having little which is valuable, or loved, to rivet their 
affections to any one spot; and nothing which is venerated, 
but what they can carry with them; they frequently change 
residence, travelling where game is more abundant. Vast 
quantities of beaver, otter, raccoon, deer, and bear-skins, are 
annually caught. These skins are carefully collected and 
preserved during the summer and fall, and taken down the 
river in canoes, to the mouth {If the Great North Fork of 
lVbite River, or to the mouth of Black River, where traders 
regularly come up with large boats to receive them. They 
also take down some wild honey, bear's bacon, and buffaloe
heef; and receive in return, salt, iron-pots, axes, blankets, 
knives, rifles, and other articles of first importance in their 
mode of life. 

We were received by Mr. Coker with ·that frankness and 
blunt hospitality which are characteristic of the hunter. Our 
approach to the house was, as usual, announced by the bark
ing of do~ whose incessant yells plainly told us, that all who 
a\lproached that domain~ of wbich they were the natural guar
dians, and whether movmg u:ron two, or upon four legs, were 
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co~sider'ed as enemies; an(l it was not until they were peremp
timly; and repeatedly recalled, that they could be pacified. 
Dried skins, stretched out with small rods, and hung up to 
dry on trees and poles around the hou~e, served to give the 
scene the most novel appearance•, Th1s ctistdm has been ob
served at every hunter's cabin we have encountered; and, as 
we find, great pride is taken in th~ display,'tbe tiurriber and 
size of the bear:skins serving as a credential Of the hunter's 
skilJ and p!'owess in the chace. . 

We had no soon'er acql'tainted otir entel'tainer with the ob .. 
jects and contemplated extent of our journey, than he dis
covered the fear 'vhich appears to . prevail on this river, re
specting the Osage Indians, and corroborated what we had 
befim~ heatd of. their robberies. He considered the journey 
ltazard?us at t!ns season, as they Jtad not yet, pro'ba'bly, ~roke 
up their huntmg camps, and ret1red, as they do every wmter, 
to their villages oti the GrandosavV' (Gratid Osage) river. He 
t·ecomm(~nded us t6 abat1don orir guns for rifles, to· take with 
us as little baggage as possible-tflougllt we shou:Id find it a 
poor season for. game, and made otherr:marks of a dicouraging 
nature. The fact was, he had an old rifle for sale; tl1ought we 
bad money, and wished to g·et double the worth of it, and 
wished us to engage an idle hypochondriac, who ln1ng about 
him, as a guide. We were inclined to do both, but could not 

·agree as to the price of th~ former, and the latter could not be 
prevailetl to go at ariy pnce. 

Th.ursday, Dec. lOtlt. 
On first striking White River; at M'Gary's, we endeavoured 

t.o procm·e a guide to conduct us on our roi1te, bttt were un
suceessful ; b~eing disappointed in our application here also, 
we took directioris for reaching the hunters' camps at Beaver 
Creek, and left Coker's about IJOon. He refused taking pay 
for om· entertainment. After travelling eig·bt miles in a 
north~west course, which carded us ac,ross a hilly barren tract, 
extending· eastwardly from the riv(~r, we encamped before dark, 
under a 'tedg·e of shelving Jime~stone rock, the atmosphere 
portending· a storm. 

The weather begins to assume a ':"intry character; this is 
the first dny we have been troubled w1th cold fingers. 

Friday, Dec. 11th .• 
A singular species of deception bas occurred to us .in the 

course of this day's journey. We h.ad been t~ld, that m tra~ 
veJiin(l" a due north-west course for etghteen m1les, we should 
'Strike 0Beaver Creek, which 'we were to pursue down to its 
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mouth, where a couple of hunters bad located tbemselv~s. We 
had however, deviated too far to the west, and arnved at 
abo~t two o'clock on t\le banl<s of White River, which we mis~ 
took for .Beaver Creek, and fording it, at wa:ist deep, pursued 
our course about two miles beyond, when we became sensible 
of the error, turned back, and pursued up on the west bank 
of the river until evenino-. We now found out·selves on a 
gravelly barren point of l~nd, encompassed o~ both _sides by 
water, without wood, and exposed to a kee_n an· bJowmg down 
the river. The d~y~Hght h~d. already d1sappe~r~d ; on the 
west bank was a lngh bluff of hme-stone rock !l~mg perpel~
dicu1arly from the water's edge, and so precipitous that It 
could not be passed ; on the east was an extensive bottom of 
rich alluvion land, covered by forest-trees and cane, and sepa
rated from us by the main channel of the river. Tbe very 
idea of wading through it, at this late hour, and cold as we 
were, made us shiver,~yet we could not long hesitate between 
remainingwithout a stick of wood to kindle a fire, and ford
ing the river, at this place 300 yards in width, witll a depth 
of from four to nve feet. On gaining the opposite shore, we 
were so chilled, that it was with difficulty a tire could be raised, 
and I confess this to have been one of the most cl1eerless 
nights we experienced. on our tour. Distance sixteen miles, 
weatl1er windy and cold. 

Saturday, Dec. 12th. 
The ground this morning was covered with a thick white 

frost, the air keen and cold, aod having been prevented from 
getting ~uch sleep during the night by the severity of the 
weather~ we left our encampment at day-break, and ascended 
the bluff, bordering the river bottom at the distance of a mile 
on the east. 

·In travelling a few miles we observed a smoke issuino- from 
the ground, in a column about two feet in diameter, as it pro
duced by subterranean fire. On coming up, however, it 
J>roved to be a warm dense air escaping from a ~avernbelow, 
through a small aperture in the rock: All was dark within, 
bu~ by tl1rowing down stones, it appeared evident from the 
noiSe. that there was a large cavity, an«l thioking it mio·bt re- .. 
pay the risk and trouble of going down, l determined ~o de
scend; or, at least, to make the attempt. There was just 
ro!lfli enough at d1t; mouth to squeeze myself in; and I supw 
~ myself agamst the rocks, carefuHy feelmg my way 
doWll, and l'lS I descended, could see the Jil)'ht from above. At 
tile distance of twenty feet, tllis orince, wl1ich had increa!!ed 
g-radually, though irregularly, in size, opened into a spacio\1$ 
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chamber, terrific in appearaiiCe from Its rugg·ed walls~ viewed 
by the feeble light transmitted from above. In three several 
directions, pass~ges of nead;r equal size diverg·ed, as from a 
centre, descendmg gradually mto the earth, and appearing like 
rents caused by some mighty convulsion, I followed down 
ol!e of tl1ese as far as the least g·limmering of light could he 
discerned, and gl'Oped along some distance tu1·tber, but as this 
was rather a dangerous business, and . I had no lig·ht for ex. 
pJ?rin.g with an:y deg-ree of satisfaction, I gave up the attempt, 
brmgmg out a fragment of the rock, which appeared, on in. 
spection, to be similar in every respect to the rock on the stii·· 
face, viz. secondary lime-stone. 

li'ollowing the course of the river, which is devious beyond 
comparison, we found ourselves at the distance of about six 
miles on the banks of Beaver Creek, a beautiful, clear stream 
of sixty yards wide, with an averag·e depth of about two feet, 
and a handsome gravelly bottom. A little beyond. this we 
found a horse-path, which led, within the distance of a mile 
and a half, to the hunters' camps we were in search of~ Dis-
tance eleven miles. · 

Sunday, Dec. 13tlz. 
We are now at the last hunter-settlement on the river, which 

is, also, the most remote bound to which the white hunter has 
penetrated in a south-west direction from the Mississippi rivet•, 
toward the rocky mountains. It consists of two families, Holt 
and Fisher by name, who have located themselves here witbitt 
the last four months. They have not yet cleared any land for 
corn, nor finished theit· houses, notwithstanding the advanced 
season. They have fi:Jted the site of their habitations on the 
east banks of tl;le river, on the verge of a very 1at·ge and rich 
tract of bottom land, occupying a bend in the river. It is 
covered by a heavy forest of oak, ash, maple, walnut, mul
berry, and sycamore, the latter skitting the immediate banks 
of the river, with a vigorous growth of cane below. ,, The op
p·osite bank of the river :is a perpendicular bluff of lime .. stoiYe 
rock, rising at the water's edge to a height of 300 feet, where }It 
terminates in very rugged peaks, capped by a stinted growth 
of cedars and oaks, and forming a most striking contrast witl1 
the level, rich, and heavy wooded plain below, over l\'hich it , 
casts its broad shadow hy half-past three in the aftemoon, 
which must render. it a cool and delightful .residence in snm:. 
mer. The bold and imposing effect of this scene is much 
heightened by beholding two natural pyramids, or towers of 
rock ascending with a surprising regularity from the highest 
. ' G2 
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waH of the bluff, t? a height of fifty or~ixty feet: while all the 
sur,round .. ing stratum of rock. has su?~mtted durmg th.e. Iap~e 
of ages to the powerful force pf attntwn, and been ca:r~ed by 
nuns, and by gTavitation; Into tllC adjoit)ing .vaJlies, when~e, 
being comminuted by the acti9n of water, It bas ~een d1s,.. 
charged through the Mississippi into the pcean. W1thot;~t re
ferring tl1e origin of these remarkable piUars of sto'Pe tp such, 
or si1pila:r causes, i~ is impossible to reconcile their appearance 
with th.e general aspect and economy of mineral nature. 

Qur first care q'n reaching this spot, was to endeav~ur t~ pro-. 
cure one ofth.e hunters to guide us on our way; but m _th1s we 
have not, as yet, been successful. They are strongly 1m pre~ 
sed with ,a fear of being robbed by the Osage Indians, and 
represent that they have not corn enough to last their families 
until our return ; that their camps are Iiot yet fit~ished, &c. 

Monday, Dec. 14. 
Tbe love of gair:I, which so strongly characterizes polished 

society in aU parts of the w.orld, 'bas also found its way into 
these remote woods. We have travelled over many a track
less desart, and uri inhabited plaim...- We have crossed that 
bound11ry in our land, within which virtue prompts, wisdom 
t~aches, and law restrains; we are beyond the pale· of civilized 
society, with all its endearments, inquietudes, and attractions·; 
but we are not beyond the influence of money, which is not con
fined by geographical boundaries, or locatf'd in its operation 
upon aBy particular class' of society, or degree of civilization. 
We, accordingly, found this, after all their plausible excuses~ 
the only real obstacle in the way of our agreement with them to 
aeco~pany us as guides, but thought it advisable to submit to 
a _li.tt:fe im~ositio!J; · in order to ~ccomplish our main de~ign. in 
vlsttmg this_ regwn, and have JUSt concluded a bargam w1th 
Holt. · He Is to have our l1orse, and ten dollars, to accompany 
us as guide and bunter, with the benefit of all skins or furs he 
may collect on the tour. He is first to go about 100 miles 
do:wn the· river, to purchase corn from somr. wealthy hunters 
there, for the use of l1is family. I_n the meantime . we shall 
remain, and employ ourselves in maki11ga canoe 'to descend 
th~ river on our return, or in completing the hunters' cabins; 
so that they may leave their families in a comfortable situation 
w~ile WI;! are absent. Fisher concludes to accompany us gra
tUJ~ous!Y•. but. would not go unless Holt went as guide, from 
wlneh 1t .'s evtdeJit they have a perfect understanding of each 
other's VIews. · · · · ' · · , 
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. . Tuesday, Dec. 15th~ 
·The hunt.ers lihd not get ready .to start on their preliminary 

tour after corn in season to set out before noon, and deter
mined to defer starting until to-morrow. In the afternoon we 
assisted them in splitting boards, and c.o:vering the roof of a 
log-house. Th.e weather continues cold, 

. Wednesday, Dec. 16th. 
·'Fhis mo.rnin.g Holt and Fisher, ac.companied by a sQn of 

the latter, with three horses, set out on a journey to purchase 
corn, wllich they intend carrying on their horses, in a particular 
kind of narrow leathern bag, kept for that purpose. We have 
been employed in chopping wood for the use of the family, as 
we are left, ad in.te1·im, to protect and provide for the women 
and children. The weather is now sever~Jy cold. There has, 
this day, for the first, been floating ice in the river, and water 
freezes in a few moments in the cabin. 

Thursday, Dec. 17th. 
Employed in chopping :wood, and clearing land. Our day's 

:work, during the hunters' abs.ence, will be much the same, and 
inade up chiefly of the fol1owing particulars: in the morning, 
rise at, or before day- break, and build a large cabin-fire, of 
.Jogs eight feet long; then pound the corn which is to serve the 
family during the day. This is done in a wooden mortar, with 
a pestl.e attached to a spdng pole. Th•· time from this to 
breakfast is employed in patching mockasons, &c. We then 
saUy out into the forest with our axes, and chop and clear 
away cane and brush until dinner, which ans\vers also for sup
per, and happens about five o'clock, so that we never sit down 
without an appetite. Our bill of fare presents no variety. 
We l1ave bomony, that is, corn boiled until it is soft, and 
bear's bacon for dinner, without any vegetables. The same 
for bt·eakfast, with tiJe addition of sassafras-tea. The day's 
"o/Ork closes with building a large night-fire, and packing up, 
frorn the adjoining forest, wood enoug·h to replenish it during 
tl1e night, and succeeding day. We then lie down on a bear
skin before the fire, and enjoy the sweet repose resulting from 
'daily labour. Th.e weather continues cold and frosty. Water 
poured upon the corn this morning previous to pounding, froze 
in carrying it ~rom the cabin to the mortar, a distance of thirty 
yards.· · · 

Friday, Dec. 18th. 
Employed as yesterday. We are sometimes led to contrast. 

the force qf habit OD di:fterentpersons, Of different claf!;Ses of 
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society; but it is only on comparing· the manners an_tl customs 
ofpeople widely separated, and. whose modes of hfe and of 
tbinknw are wholly dissimilar from our own, that the power of 
moral o~ physical habit is rendered striking, or extraordinary, 
We have had frequent occasion, while sojourning among the 
hunters in this reo-ion, to draw such comparisons. A few m~ 
stances may here::\e mentioned. We had furnished our tra
vellinO" pack with a quantity of choice young hyson-tea, and 
this n~rning made a pot of it, and invited Mrs. Fisher to par
take, presuming it would. be hig?ly relished, but were sur
prised to bear her declare It was bitter, and unpalatable stuff. 
She could not <lrink it. She preferred dittany, :sassafras, and 
spice-wood tea, t9 our hyson. We had not before imagined 
that there was any part of the white population of the United 
States strangers to this plant, so universally in lise in our 
country. 

Some days ago, a. young· child of Mrs. H. being taken vio. 
lently ill with what I considered a bilious attack, I adminis~ 
tered one of" Lee's pills," which gave effectual relief, and the 
child suddenly rE-covered. This incident served to give them 
great confidence in my skill, and led to further applications. 
Mrs. F., whose delicate situation was apparent, had she not 
mentioned it, feared the consequences of a costive habit, and 
applied to me for relief. Having 'little experience in these 
matters, I felt great delicacy and reluctance in giving any ad
vice, but ventured on recommending a few of my anti-bilious 
pill~ which had the desired effect. One of her daughters, a 
girl offourteen, now applied; in short, before I left their cabins, 
I dealt out all my pills, and acquired the reputation of being a 
great doctor. 

~ustice, which in civilized society is administered through 
aU the formalities of the Jaw, is here obtained in a more sum

mary way. TV~<o hunters having a dispute respecting a horse, 
which one had been instrumental in stealing from the other, 
the person aggrieved meeting· the other, some days afterwards, 
in the woods, shot him through the body. He immediately 
fled, keeping in the woods for several weeks, when the neigh
bouring hunters, aroused by so glaring an outrage, assembled 
and set out in quest of him. Bein,o· au expert woodman, be 
eluded them for some time, but at fast they got a glimpse of 
him as _he pas.-.ed tbroug·h a thicket, an~ one of the party fired 
upon him. The ball passed through h1s shoulder, but did not 
kill him. This even! happened _a few days before our arrival, 
but I know not how It has termmated. In all probability se
vera! lives will ~e lo~t before a pacification takes place, as both 
Jlarttes have then· fnends, and all are hot for revenge. 
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Saturday, Dec. 19tll. 
Eng-aged in chopping until. noon. ln the afternoon we 

crossed the river on the ice, and visited the pyramidal rocks 
'before mentioned. The west bank of the ri\·er, at this place, 
eonsists of a rugged wall of lime-stone, on the top of which the 
two pyramids are situated. The ascent to them lies through a 
deep defile of rocks, through which we passed with great rliffi
culty, climbing up by the roots of the cedar, and rugged projec
tions of rock, and occasionally leaping from one, overhanging 
promontory to another-

" O'er toppling rocks, where stinted briers grow, 
Cautiously, fearfully, tremblingly we go: 
}>assing by devious path, and dreadful steep, 
Where tho black serpent takes his sunny sleep, 
And one mistaken tread, or whirling brain, 
Is fraught with instant death, or lingering pain.'' MS. 

In crossing over the river, the remarkable purity of the wa
ter attracte,d our attention, producing a deception similar to 
that experienced on the 21st of November, in fording the 
Great North Fork ofWhite River, the depth of the water~ which 
appears to be only five or six feet, being in reality, more than 
twenty. The ice, too, is so clear, that, in walking across, it 
appeared as if we were walking on a pane of g·lass, reflecting 
every inequality of bottom, pebble, &c. with as much accuracy 
in this depth, as if covered by a pane of glass in a merchant's 
case. 

Sunday, .Dec. 20th. 
Observed as a day of rest. The weather this day has been 

perceptibly milder, and a little smoky. 

JJ;fonday, -Dec. 21st. 
Employed until three o'clock in splitting and hewing plankS 

for a floor to Holfs cabin, when rain compelled us to quit. 

Tuesday, Dec. 22d. 
The rain ceased this-morning, leaving- the atmosphere fogg-y, 

damp, and warm. Employed in completing the job com
menced yesterday. 

Wednesday, Dec. 23d. 
About ten o'clock this morning, Holt and Fisher returned, 

laden with corn. The day has been mild and pleasant, the 
· dense fog having entirely disappeared, giving place to a clear 
blue sky. • . 
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Thursday, Dec. 24th. 
Employed in hewing out a table, daubing and chinking t~e 

house, &c. We this day left Fisher's, and removed to Holts, 
a dis.tance of half-a-mile, having now got his cabin in a com
fortable condition. The hunter, although habitually lazy, and 
holding in contempt the _pursuits of agricultu~e, so far, at least, 
as is not necessary to h1s own subsistence, 1s nevertheless a 
slave to his dog, the only object around him to w~ich he ap
pears really devoted. His horse, cow, and hogs, If he have 
any, livino· qpon vegetable food, can subsist themselves in the 
woods; b~t the dog requires animal food, which he cannot 
himself alone procure, and to furnish which occupies no in
considerable portion of the hunter's time. It is .no easy task 
to provide a pack of hungry dogs, froni six to twelve, the usual 
number owned by every hunter, with meat, the truth ofwbich 
we have witnessed for several days past, and the hunters went 
out this morning to kill meat enoug-h to supply them until our 
return. They bad several days before killed a buffaloe, a 
bear, and a panther, about twelve miles above, on the banks 
of the river, but not having their horses with them, concealed 
it in the woods in such a way as to prevent its being devoured 
by the wolves. They embarked early this morning in a canoe 
to bring it in, and returned in the afternoon with the bear, and 
a part of the buffaloe, the wolves having, notwithstanding· its 
being scaffolded, got up, and destroyed the rest. They also 
brought down some of the leg-bones of the buffaloe for the 
sake of the marrow they contain, which they told us is con.; 
sidered a great delicacy, intending it as a treat to us. These 
bones are boiled in water to cook tl1e marrow, and. tl1en 
cracked with an axe, and the marrow taken out. The quan
tity is immense. It is eaten while hot, with salt, and with the 
appetites we now possess, and ·whid1 are voracious, we have 
eaten it with a big·h relish. A very high value is set upon a 
good dog by the hunter, and they are sought with the greatest 
avidity. We have been told of a hunter, who lately ex
dHmged a cow for a dog, but this is considered extraordinary 
even here. 

Friday, Dec. 25th. 
Cbrist_mas-day. Employed in splitting oak-boards, &c. At our 

s~ggestwn, the hut'lt~1·s . wen~ out to kill some turkeys, as we 
wiShed one for a Chnstmas-dmner, and after an absence of a 
couple of hours, returned with fourteen. I prevailed on Mrs. 
H. to undertake a turkey-pie with Indian meal crust,which we 
partook of under a shady tree on the banks of the river, the 
weather being warm and pleasant. 
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. Saturday, l)ec~ 26tlt. 
Employed in beating rneal fot· bread on our tour. We have, 

at last, obviated every difficulty opposing our progress, and 
got matters in readiness for continuing our journey, to-morrow 
being fixed upon for starting, should the weather prove fa~ 
vourable. 

. . . Sunday, Dec. 27th. 
Ram, wh1ch began last mght, prevented our starting this 

day, which has been improved in reflection and rest. The 
sabbath is not known by any cessation of the usual avocations 
Qf the hunter in this region. To him all days are equally uu~ 
lmllowed, and the first and the last day of the week find him 
alike sunk in mu•Amcerned sloth, and stupid ignorance. He 
neither thinks for himself, nor reads the thoughts of others, and if 
be ever acknowledges his dependence upon the Supreme Beino-, 
it must be in tl1at silent awe produced by the furious tempe~, 
when the earth trembles with concussive thunders, and light~ 
ning shatters the oaks around his cottage, that cottage which 
certainly never echoed the voice of human prayer. In conver
sation a few days ago, with our host, on the subject of religion, 
be observed that when living· on the banks of t11e Mississippi, 
some years ago, he occasionally attended a methodist-meeting 
and thought it a very good thing, but had found as many 
rogues there as any where else, and on account of a particular 
act of dishonesty in one of the members of the church, lmd de
termined never to go again, and had since thought there was 
no great use in religion ; that a man might be as good without 
going to church as with it, and that it seemed to him to he a 
useless expense to be paying preachers for telling us a string 
off.'llsehoods, &c. He said, that itinerant preachers some
times visited the lower parts of White River, and had pene
trated within 300 miles of the place where we then sat, but had 
not found much encouragement. 

Schools ar€' also tmknown, and no species of learning culti
vated. Children are wholly ignorant of the knowledge of 
books, and have not learned even the rudiments of their own 
tongue. Thus situated, without moral restraint, brought up in 
the uncontrolled indulgence of every passion, and without a 
regard of rei igion, the state of society among· the rising genera
tion in this region is truly deplorable. In their childish dis
putes, boys frequently stab each other with lq1ives, two instances 
Qf which have occurred since our residence here. No correc
tion was administered in either case, the act being rather 
looked upon as a promising t.rait of character. They begin to 
assert their iuaependence as soon as they can walk~ and by the 
time they reach the age of fourteen, have completely learne<( 
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the use of the rifle, the arts of trapping beaver and otter, 
kilJjng the hear, deer, and buffalo, and dressing skins and 
making mockasons and leather clotl1es. They are tben ac
complished in all customary things •. and are, theref~re, capable 
of supporting themselves and afanuly, and accordmgly enter 
into marria~e very early in life. The women are observed to 
have few ch1ldren, and of those, being deprived of the benefit of 
medical aid, an unusual number die in their infancy. This is 
probably owing wholly to adventitious causes, and may be ex
plained on the same principles as a !'imilar ci1·cumsta~ce in 
savage life, the female being frequently exposed to the mcle
mency of the weather, always to unusual hardships and fatig·uet~, 
doing .in many instances the man's work, (iying· in camps on 
the wet ground, without shoes, &e. lUrsv H. tells me, she has 
not lived in a cabin which bad a floor to it for several years; 
that during that time they have changed their abode several 
#mes, and that she has lost four cbildt·en, who all died before 
they reached their second year. The girls are brought up 
witb little care, and inured to servile employments. They 
have ruddy complexions, but, in other respects, are rather 
gross, as they live chiefly on animal food. Being deprived of 
all the advantages of dress, possessed by our fair country
women in the east, they are by no means calculated to inspire 
adntiration, but on the contrary disgust; their whole wardrobe, 
t;~ntil the age of twelve, consisting of one greasy buckskin 
f~;.ock, whicli is renewed whenever worn out. 

Amoug all classes superstiti911 is prevalent. Witcheraft, · 
and a belief in the sovereign virtue of certain metals, so pre
valent in .those. periods of the history of the progress of the 
human mind. which reflect disg·race upon our specie~;, have 
still tb(jir advocates here. ltfr. F. related to us an amusing 
story of a rifle he had, that was bewitched" so that he could 
kill nothing with it, and sold it on that account. He had fixed 
his suspicion-. upon a neighbour, and waR full in the belief that 
he had, ~ut of malice, laid a spell upon his rifle. . . 

Mrs• H. had a brass. ring which she had worn fi>r several 
yBtlrs, and declared it to be an· infallible relnedy for the 
c~m~ which she wal'! much troubled .with before putting on the 
rJng, but had not had the slightest r{'turn .of it siuce. She was 
now !n mueb distres$, on account of having lately broken it so 
tbat It could not be worn, and observing that I collected ores 
aud n1inerals, tboug"ht I might possess some ~kiU in workino
me~&ls, ~nd solicited me to nlend it.. It was in vain I repr! 
sen ted- 1t was not tbe case; that I had no blow-pipe, or other 
necessary. apparatus. for .that purpose.; she . wa$' COJlVi,!lced I 
oould .do Jt. a&J~ .I du.l nilt wish to show a disobl-iging. «isposi-
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tion by refusing; to make ·the attempt. By -rutting several 
small stems of cane of different thicknesses, and fitting one 
:into the other until the aperture was drawn down to the re
quired deg-ree of fineness, I soon made a blow-pipe. A 
hollow cut in a billet of wootl, and filled with live hickory 
coals, answered instead of a lamp; and with a small bit of 
silver, and a little borax applied to the ring, and submitted to 
the influence of my wooden blow-pipe, I soon soldered the 
ring, and afterwards filed off' the t·edundant silver with a file 
that happened to be among- the moveable property of our host. 
When I made lUrs. H. a table out of the butt of :m enormous 
white ash-log·, she declared I must be a carpenter; when I J'e
Iieved her child fi'Orn a bilious attack, she was inclined to con
sider me a physician; but she was now convinced I was a 
silversmith. 

. . . .Monday, Df'c. 28tlt. 
This mornmg we commenced our journey towards the north, 

accompanied by Holt and Fishet·, both on horseback, and pro
vided with rifles. Holt g·oes as guide, being acquainted with 
the regions we are about to visit, and both are expert hunters, 
so that we are neither under apprehensions of losing our way, or 
suffering for want of provisions. 1'he weather is chilly and 
unsettled. Travelled ten miles, and encamped in a valley at 
dusk. Killed one deer. 

Tuesday, Dec. 29t/;. 
The country passed ovet' yesterday, after leaving the valley 

of White River, presented a character of unvaried sterility. 
consisting of a succession of limestone ri(lges, skirted 
with a feeble growth of oaks, with no depth of soil, often bare 
rocks upon the surface, and covered with coarse wild grass ; 
and sometimes we crossed patches of ground of considerable 
extent, without trees or brush of any kind, and resembling· the 
Illinois prairies in appearance, but lacking· their fertility and 
extent. Frequently these prairies occTtpied the tops of conical 
hills, ~r extended ridg-es, while the intervening· valleys were 
covered with oaks, g·iving tbe face of the country a very novel 
aspect, and resembling, when viewed in perspective, enormous 
sand-hllls promiscuously piled up by the winds. At the foot 
of one of the l1ighest and most remarkable of these, call.ed tb.e 
Bald-hill, and known among hunters who travel m tbts 
quarter as a land-mark, we lasf night encamped. No altera
tion wail observed in the aspect of the country, this morning, 
for the first six miles, wlu:m we descended into the valley of 
Swan Creek,aclearstream of thirty yards wide, whidljoins the 
main current of White River, about fortv miles below. Its 
banks afford a liitrip of rieh alluvial hott~m, covPred with a 

H2 



52 Tour ittltJ ilte lnterl.or of 111issour,i., 

heavy growtl1 of maple, hickory, ash, hackberry, elm, and rr1-: 
camore, and its \Vaters 11rfil frequented by the beaver. In foi-:
Iowing up this stream abo:ut five miles it commenced raining-, 
and we were cQrnpell~d to encamp, sheltering Olll'~elyeiS 1}1 

some degree t,tnder the rr.o~d kno~ of fallen trees nl)d limb[$. 
Distance ten x,niles. · 

· Weduesday, Dec. 30th .• 
In pursuing up the valley of Swan Creek, about nine miles, 

we fell into the Osage trace, a horse-patl1 beaten by the Osages 
in their hJ,Inting excursions along this river, and passed suc::
cessively tpre!=l of their camps, npw deserted, all very large, ar-:
rang·ed with much order and neatness, and capable of quar
tering probably 100 men each. Both the method of bui1ding 
camps, and the order of encampment observed by this singular 
nation of savages, are different from any thing of the kind I 
have noticed among the various tribes of aboriginal Americans, 
through whose territories I have bad occasion to travel. The 
forp:~. of the tent or camp may be compared to an inverted 
bird's nest, or hemisphere, with a small aperture left in the 
top, for 'the escape of smoke ; and a ,similar, but larger one, at 
one side, for· passing in and out. It is formed by cutting· a. 
number of slender ffexible green-poles of •equal length, shar
pened at ~acb end, stuck in the ground like a bow, and, crossing 
at rigllt angles at the top, tlie points of entrance into the 
g~ound forming a ~ircle. Small twigs. are then wove in, 
mixed with the leaves ofcane, moss, and grass, -until it is per-· 
fe(!tly ~ight an!l Wftrm •. These tents are arranged in farge 
circles, one within, an~ther, according to the number of men 

. intended to be accomm!)dated. In the centre is a scaffoldiug 
for meat, from which ail are supplied every morning, under t~e 
inspection of a chief, wh~se tent is conspicuously situated ~t 
the head of the encampment, and differs from all the rest, re
sembling a half cylinder inyerted. Their women and childre11 
generally· accompany them on tl1ese excursions, which ofte11 
occupy three u1onths. The boys and lazy drones who do not 
help in huntipg, are ol:>ligecl to eat the intestines of the 
~nimals kiiJed. · !I'h~ white hunter, on encamping· in I1is 
JOUrneys, cuts do'Yn gree~-tree~, a~d builds a large fire of long 
Jogs, sitting at some distance from it. The Indian hunts up a 
few dry limbs, cracks them into. iittle pieces afoot in length~ 
builds a small fire, and sits' ~lose· hy it. He g·ets as much 
warmtJI as the white hunter, witJ:w~t half the labour, and does 
not ~urn ~ore than a. fiftieth part. ~f the wood. 'fhe Indian 
cons.tders the for~st h1s <?w~ •. and Js careful in using and pre
~~rvmg every tlnng wh1cli ·n affords. He never kills more 
1n~~~ tha~ he· ba~ occasion for~ ~h~ 'Y'bite ~upt~r destroys ~I\ 
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-before ltim, and cannot resist the opportunity of killing game, 
although he neither wants the meat, nor can carry the skins. 
I was particularly struck ·with an instance of this wanton 
practice, which lately occurred on White River. A hunter re
turning from the woods heavy laden with the iiesh and skins 
of five bears, unexpectedly arrived in the midst of a drove of 
buff.'1lo, and wantonly shot down three, having no other object 
than the sport of killing them. This is one of the causes of 
the enmity existing between the white and the red hunters of 
Missouri. On reaching the third Osage encampmeut, we I eft 
.the valley of Swan (:reek, holding a north-west coutse, and im
mediately entered on a l:dg·h, sterile ridge of land, which sepa
,rates the waters of Swan Creek f1·om Findley's River. Finding 

·.no water at the proper time for stopping, we travelled two 
.hours after dark, and encamped in a barren little valley without 
wood. Distance twenty miles. · 

· Tlm1·sday, Dec. 31st. 
Within a mile after quitting the spot of our encampment, we 

;entered the valley of Findley's Fork, or river, a large stream 
;running from the north-east, and tributary to James'river, the 

. main north-western branch of White River. We pursued 
down this stream five miles, passincr over a body of well
wooded, fertile river bottom, when th~ severity of the weather 
induced us to stop and build a fire to warm olll·selves. 'l'his 
.st.ream has been named by the bunters in allusion to the first 
white ~eaver trapper who ventured to set his traps in its 
.wate.rs, and the beaver is still found in it. We now quit the 

. river, 'ascemling the highlands which divide it from James' 
River, and encamped at an early hour on ~he banks of a 
small stream, in a well-wooded and fertile country. Distance 
:twelve miles. Course north-west. Killed one deer, two 
.turkeys? one wolf, and one wild-goose. 

Friday, Jan. Ist. 
On leaving Findleis Fork, we follo~ved up a small deep 

yalley, which in a slwrt distance, and after a few windings, ter
,_ninat~d suddenly in a cave opening on a hill-side the whole 
width of the valley, with a stream running from its mouth. 
!J'he first appearance of this stupendous cavern struck us with 
flStQnishment, succeeded by a cudosity to explore its hidden 
:recess.e.s. Its width across, at the mouth, could not be esti
mated at less than 200 feet~ with a height of about ninety or 
lOO at the highest point, descending each 'vay, and forming, 
when _viewed in front, a semi-circle, indented alternately, with 

. projecting and retreating rocks. It keeps this size fQr several 
fU~ndr~d feet? wben a gradual diminution takes pl~ce, vyhich 
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continues until it is not more than ten feet across, whr~re our 
proo-ress was stopped by the stream of water whi.ch occupies 
the ~'hole width of the passage, and the water, bemg dammed 
up below by a stalactitic incrustation deposited from it, 
forms a small Jake in . the bottom of the . cave. Its depth 
appears in some places ten or fifteen feet, and the singular cal. 
careous formation by which it is encompassed, gives it the ap
pearance of a stupendous vase, or bath. The outlet of this 
natural bath present~;, at a depression of ten feet below, an
other, but smaller lake, encompassed by a similar deposition 
of .calcareous matter, hardened by the absorption of carbonic 
acid gas from the atmosphere. . Large masses of stalagmite, 
and several columns of stalactite, pendant from the roof; are 
also found ; but the percolation of water, to whose agency the 
formation of these substances are generally referred, has en
tirely ceased. 

In that part of the cave which is dry, and in the bottom of 
the brook which runs across it, is found a singular calcareous 
formation, in tl1e shape of small globules from the size of a 
grain of sand to that of a musket-bullet,· which covers the 
bottom of the cave to the depth of a foot or more, so that in 
walking upon it the foot sinks, as if on a bank of loose dry 
sand. Some appearances. of salt-petre are also furnished in 
crevices of the rock, which is secondary lime-stone ; and, upon 
the whole, the cave, from its extent, which remains unknown, 
.and the number and variety of curious and interesting objects 
it presents, is well worthy of a day's attention. To explore it, 
a boat would be necessary. We spent but an hour in it, the 
hunters being satisfied after gazing a few minutes, and anxious 
tQ continue the journev. 

On quitting the cav"e, we entered on a district of country 
characterized by gentle sloping hills, well wooded with oak 
and hickory, with some extensif·e prairies, and a pretty fertile 
black soil, and encamped last nig-I1t on the banks of a small 
stream, affordipg some handsome sites for plantations. On 
travelling· two miles this morning we entered a rich and exten
sive valley, and found ourselves unexpectedly on the banks of 
James' River, the stream we were in search of. It is the prin
cipal north wt:steru fork of White River, and a laro·e, clear, 
and beautiful stream. It originates in high-lands, a lhtle south 
of the Gasconade river, which falls into the Missouri above St. 
Charles, and running in an opposite direction for two hundred 
and fifty miles, forms ajunction with the south fork ofWhite 
River,_ one bu~dred m1les be~ ow. Along its banks are found 
extemmre hod1es of the choiCest land, covered by a Jarge 
grc:rwth of forest-trees and cane, and interspersed with prairies. 



In the Yem·s 1818 and IS 19. 55 
Oak, maple, white and black walnut, elm, mltlberry, hack
berry, ~nd sycamore, are the common trees, and attain a very 

· large s1ze. 0~ the west commences a prairie of unexplored 
extent, stretchmg otf towm·ds·the Osage river, and covered 
with tall rank gt·ass. Towards its mouth, it is said to be bor
dered with high rocky bluffs. We forded the river on horse
back, and pursuing up its we~tern bank about four mil~s, en
camped neAr the shore, in the vicinity of a lead-mine. Dis
tance six miles. Weather cold and piercing. Killed one 
prairie-ben and one goose. -

. Satu1·day, Jan. 2d. 
· Calculating to remnin here several days previous to our rP.

turn, we spent the aftel'lloon of yesterday in constructing a 
comfortable camp, and covet·ing the roof with bark, &c. This 
rooming·, at day-light, it commenced snowing·, but ceased 
about ei(4ht. o'dork, and continued clear, with the exception of 
occasiona.l flickerings, until two o'clock, when a snow-storm set 
in; which continued till night, anrl confined us to our camp. 
In the interim, we went out to examine the lead-min!?, which is 
situated in tl1e west bank, and in tbe bottom of the river, as 
Jumps of ore can he seen thr·ough t)1e water, which is l/~ry 
clear. and tl·ans:pm·enl.. The ore is galena, or sulphuret of 
lead, accompanied by solphuret of zinc, and imbedded in the 
bank of the river in a red clay. ,The bottom of the river is a 
rock of seconclnfy Jime-stoue, stratified. Killed six turkeys 
and one wolf. 

. • Smzday, Jan. 3d. 
The snow ceMed dt!l'ing the mght, and the sun ros.e clear, 

and shone uninterruptedly during the day. The morning was 
cold, but the snow commenced thawing about nine o'clock, 
and contiuuf1d till a little after three, when it comment·ed 
freezing. The river, which was open on our arrival, is now 
covered with ice, except where th~re are ripples. Employed in 
explorino- the adjacent country and tbe mines. In the after
noon, se~cting specimens of ore, and building a small fur
nace for smelting leaq, as the huntet·s are desh·ous of supply
ing themselves with bullets. Killed two deer and one wolf.· 

· .Monday, Jan. 4tlt. · 
It began snowing a Jittle after midnight, and continued un-

til day-break. EngoRged in. ~igging. at the mines, ~nd vie~
.· ing the ('OUntry •. The rrar~Jes, wliiCh commence at. the ~IS
. tance of a mile 'vest of tins rtvet·, at·e the most extenstve, riCh, 
· and beautiful, of any which I have ever seen west of the 



Both the Osage and Cherokee natiOUA .would soon be drawn 
to t~is srot; as the most eligible and convenient point for 
tradmg; also, a part of the Pawnees, and some scattered band'• 
of the Delawares arid SbawaMes of Missouri l'erritory. A 
water-communication. exists with the Mississippi. Steam-

. boats may ascend White River to the mouth of its Great 
~orth Fork. Keel-boats of twenty tons burthen may, dur-. 
mg the greater part of the year, as.cend to the mouth of 
James' River; and boats of eight tons burthen may ascend 
that to the junction of Findley's Fork, about fifteen miles 
below our present spot of encampment, to which the navigation 
may be continued in smaller boats, thus establishing a com
munication by which the peltries, the lead, and the agricui-· 
tural products of the country, could be easily, cheaply, and at 
all seasons, taken to market, and merchandize brought up in 
return. . 

Having now satisfied ourselves with respect to the objects
of our tou1·, and the weather rendering a further re!i!i<leuce 
unpleasant, i~ is determined to begin our journey back to
morrow. 

· . Tuesday, Jan. 5tk. 
At an early hour, and before tbe dawn of day, we arose,' 

·· tmd began to prepare the last meal we were to partake of ou 
the banks of James' River, and to put out·selves in readiness 
to leave a camp, and a country which had ah·eady became so 
familiar to us as to appear, in some measure, a home. After 
breakfast, the hunters went down the river about a mile to 

, brin~ up their horses, who bad, on our arrival, been turned to 
feed m ·a cane-brake at that distance• While they were absent.
\ve arranged ~or ~ravel.Iing packs both _for.the horses and our
aelves, a serv1ce m wh1ch we bad at tb1s time become adeptS; 
end having leisure, while we awaited their return,. which was 
,protracted a considerable time by not finding the horses where 
.expected, we blazed a large tree of the species quercus tine.; 
:Ioria, tbat stood near to our camp, and engTaved thereon our 
·Bamesj with the date of our visit. Other evidences of our visit 
Jo, and occupation of t11e country, were left in the camp we 
Lad erected, the trees we had cut, the furnace put up for 
.IJnelting ore ; and the pits sunk in search of it; &c. At seven 
;g.'cJock we were ready to commence our return, and crossing 
jhe river; a little above our encampment; pursued a south 
~urse for the Hunters' Cabins on White River~ There was 
Mill snow up6n the ground, a part of which had fallen. during 
•J:lbe precedihg night, and its whole deeth was frof!l two to 
'.three inches, lying pretty compac;t, and somewhat moist, so 
that the tracks· of deer and other animals were plainly im .. 
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printed upon it, and if our design bad been bunting; these 
traces would have surely directed us in the pursUit. We 
were surprised, in fact, by the innumerable tracks of the deer, 
wolf, elk, bear, and turkey, met with, the snow being com~ 
pletely trodden down in many places with them, and affording 

-a perfect map of their movements. In several instances we 
observed the plac€s where deer had lain down the night of the 
$now, the shape. of the auir_nal in a reclining posture being left 
upon the dry leaves, while the surrounding country was 
covered with snow .to a depth of two or three inches. It was 
evident the animal had lain still during the fall of snow, and 
arose after it had ceased. These places of rest we1•e located 

_in the open woods, and on the declivities of bills. Though 
several were passed, I observed none in any other situation, 
and no protection against the wind or weather was afforded by 

. underbrush, the country being of that open nature wl1ich is 
in a great degree destitute of bushes or sbmbbery. It is pro
babiP., however, that this animal, in seeking rest at night, 

• chooses that part of a hill which is situated opposite to the 
point from which the wind, at the time of its lying· down, 
blows, and whicl1 .is sheltered by the intervening eminence. 
I am not in possession of a sufficient number of facts to deter~ 
mine this point, which would give to the deer a degree of 
sagacity that it has not, heretofore, been supposed to possess; 
but such facts as I do possess go to establish this position. The 
resting-spots, here noticed, were uniformly situated on south
west declivities. The snow-storm came from the north-east. 

Frequently we crossed .wolf-trails in the snow, and in one 
or two instances observed spots where they had apparently 
J>layed, .or fought with each oth~r, like a large pack of dog~, 
the snow being trod down in a circle of great extent. The 
turkey, so numerous in this region, had also been driven out 
of the' adjoining valleys of Jarues and Findley Rivers, by the 
recent snow, in search · of food, and we passed over tracts 
w~ere~ for many acres together, the snow was scratched npby 
th1s b1rd to proc.ure the acorns,- nnd the green leaves, roots, 
and grass below. Our prog-ress being attended with some 
noise, the game fled at our approach, and either kept out of 
our sight! or. out of the reach of our guns. The deer, how
ever, ~hwl11s very abundant, was frequently in view, and we 
sometimes started droves of hl'enty or thirty at a time. Being 
suddenly aroused, no animal surpasses the deer .in .fleetness, 
and I have enjoyed !t high. gratification in surveying a fright
ened troop of tbem m full speed a<'r~s an extensive prairie, 
or barren opeta woods. where tbny could be observed for a 
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Inile, or more. They will bouud twenty feet at a leap, ou a
gentle declivity. This I have afterwards meas1ired. 

The deer, however, has a fatal curiosity, which prompts it, 
after running five or six hundred yards, to turn around and 
l~ok back upon its pursuer, and it is at this moment that be is 
killed: For the hunter, on starting· a deer, immediately pur
sues with all his speed after it, without regarding the noise 
made among the bushes and upon the earth ; for a similar dis
turbatJce, excited by the deer itself; prevents it from distin
guishing that of its pursuer, and whenever it stops to turn 
m·ouud, at that instant also the hunter is still, a!Hl if within 
shooting distance, say one huudrNl yards, he fires; hut if not, 
he endeavours to creep up, hy skulking· bd1ind hushe~ anti 
trees. If, in thi" attempt, he is Jiscovered, and the deer takes 
the alarm, he 1'1g-ain follows in the pursuit, ns~metllhat it will, 
in running· a certain distance, :1gain turn round aud stand "till 
to see whether it is pursued. 'I'his extr:1ordiuary and fatal 
curiosity is the cause of so many of these animals heing killed, 
for did they rely unhesitatiuo·ly upon that strength and acti
vitj' of limb with which nat~re has so admirably provided 
them for running, no foot-hunter, and no dog, would be able 
to overtake them. 

About noon we reacl1ed and fordcJ Piudley's Fork, ·n 
stream we had encamped upon, in our jounwy west, on the 
last day of December, Two miles beyond, iu ascending a 
valley, we discovenod a bee-tree, which 1\lr. Pettihoue and 
myself chopped down. It was a laq?;e white oak, (quercus 
alba,) two and-an-half feet across at the butt, and contained, 
in a hollow limb, several g·allons of honey. This was the first 
discovery of wild honey which accident had !hrown in our 
way, and as soon as the saceharine treasure was laid bnre, hy 
cutting open the hollow limb, we began unceremoniously to 
partake. And although two months' residence in the woods 
had left little in our personal appearance, or mode of living-, 
to tlenote our acquaintance with polished society; and om 
appetites, -by continual exercise, the want of vegetable food, 
and sometimes-the total want of food of any kind for 011e, two, 
and even three days together, had become voracious and gToss, 
to a de<Tree that excited our own astonishment; yet, when we 
retired 0 a few yards to view the beastly voraciousness a.nd 
savage deportment of the two hunters during this sweet qum·
ternary repast, we cpuld not resist the most favnu~able <"Qnclu. 
sions concerning onr own deportment, and physical deeorum 
upon that occasion. It should here he Temarked, that the 
white hunters in this reO'ion, (and I am infimned it is the same 
with tl1-e Indians,) are passiouately fond of wild bt~ney, an~ 
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whenever a tree containing it is found, it is ~be CU!stom tq 
.assemble around it, and feast, even to a surfeit. Upon the 
present occasion we had no bread, which, althotlgh it pre::
vented us ft·om partaking so liberally as we otherwis~ should, 
did not seem in any deo·ree to operate as a restramt upon 
th.em. On the contrary,0 they ate prodi()"iously, Eacl~ s!ood 
With a long comb of honey, elevated with both hands, 111 fron~ 
of the mouth, and at every bite left the semi-circulat• dented 
impression of a capacious jaw, while the exterior muscles of 
the throat and face were swelled by their incessant exertions 
to force down the unmasticated lumps of honey, which rapidly 
followed each other into the natural repository-the stomach~ 
\Vhen this scene of gluttony was ended, the dog also re~eived 
l1is share, as the joint co-partner and sharer of the fat1gues, 
dangers, and enjoyments of the chace; and in no instance have 
we observed this compact between the dog and the hunter tq 
ha;·e been violated, for it is recorded in a manner less subject 
to obliteration or distinction than our fug·itive agreements 
·upon paper; it is recorded amonO" the powerful habits of 
uncivilized man, corporeally and ~entally imprinted. The 
honey then left was tied up in a wet deer-skin, which com
municates no taint; and, appended to the saddle of one of the 
horses, thus carried along-. We now emerg-ed from the valley 
into a level plain moderately elevated, covered with white and 
black oak, and some underbrush, with a soil susceptible of 
cultivation, destitute, however, of streams; and sufficiently 
open to admit of easy travelling. Toward evening we 
descried, on our right, a valley heavily wooded, and bending 
off toward the south; and, presuming it to be the valley of 
Swan Creek, descended into, and pursued it down for two or 
three miles, and encamped. Distance twenty miles. Killed 
one deer. Weather moderately cold. The sun has not been 
sufficiently I>owerful to melt t!Je snow so as to produce water, 
but bas softened the surface of it a little in exposed situations. 

, Wednesday, Jan. 6tlt. 
We were deceived in the valley which we yesterday en

tered. Instead of Swan, it proved to be .Bull Creek, also a 
tributary to White River; but which we should have 
beaded, leaving· it wholly on our right, a~t it is universally 
known among hunters, and avoided, as a hillv, sterile region, 
and ~bich, from t~e similarity in the natural pbisiognotily of 
the bills, tre~s, sod, and brush, is considered a dangerous place 
to get lost m, partieularly in foggy weather, when the sun 
ca!lnot he seen. Of the justice of this impression, our journey 
thHl day has afforde~ .conclusive proof, being foiled in several 
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.successive att~mpts .to cross the adjoi~ing high-lands, and re .. 
·turned upon Jt, at drlferent places, by 1ts lateral valleys. Thus 
we spent one halfofthe day in vain and perplexing endeavours 
.wandering from one high knoll to another; and, atlengtb, by ~ 
lucky hit, succeeded in reaching one of the tributary streams 
.of Swan Creek, upon which, after following it down for several 

, .miles, we encamped; distance ten miles. In passincr down 
BuJI Creek, and in ~ome places along· the valley in whlcb we 
are now encamped, the tracks of bear upon the snow, some of 
.enormous size, have been very plentifully observed; but as 
hunting is not our object, we have not pursued them to the 
.dens, and to the hollow trees, into which they have, at this 
season, retired. These traces, made upon the snow, in the 
most inclement part of a Missouri winter, show conclusively, 
that although this animal retires, on the approach of snow and 
cold weather, into crevices, caves, and fissures in the rock, and 
into larg·e hollow trees, and other places where he can lie secure 
and warm; and can there subsist a length of time upon the 
superabundant fat with whieh nature bas provided him for that 
purpose, and without any other nutriment; yet he occasionally 
quits those recesses, and seeks food upon the adjoining plains. 
It is probable, also, that he frequent.Iy changes the place of re
tirement during the winter-season, and only ventures out of his 
l1iding-place in the mildest days, and at noon, when the power 
of the sun is at its maximum of heat upon the earth. Hunters 
kill this animal during the winter-season by tracking him up 
to his den, either tlpon the snow, or by the scent of do~. 
If tracked to a large cave, they enter, and often find him in 1ts 
farthest recess, when he is shot without farther difficulty. If 
a narrow aperture in the rock, dogs are sent in to provoke him 
.to battle; tln1s he is either brought in sight within the cave, or 
driven entirely out of it, and while engaged with the dogs, the 
bunter walks up deliberat~ly to within a few feet, a~d pierces1him 
through the heart. A shot through the :flank, th1gh, slwulder, 
or even the neck, does not kill him, but provokes him to the 
utmost rage, and sometimes four or five sl10ts are necessary to 
kill him; for, as he is constantly in motion, it is very improbable 
.that the first shot, however sure the rifle from which it is driven~ 
will penetrate· the heart; and it is not uncommon that one, two, 
or three of the best dogs are kille<l in the aff~ay, e!ther by the 
bear or a mistaken shot from the huntsman, m whiCh case the 
pear' taken by n.o means. compensates for t~e dogs _lost~; for 
a higb value is set upon a good dog, and hiS death JS greatly 
-lamented. Neither is sucn a dog soon forgotten;. and. ~Is 
achievements in the c~ace, his deep~moulhed ery, huil ag1hty 
?tnd fleetness, his daring attack, aml desperate gnash, and. bt~ 
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dexterity in avoiding the fatal paw of Llis antagonist, these long 
continue to be the theme of admiration. Vfhen seated aroun(J 
his cabin-fire, the old hunter excites the wonder of his credu
lous children, gathered into a groupe, to listen to the recital of 
his youthful deeds, and thus creates in their breasts a desire to 
follow the same pursuits, and to excel in those hunting exploits 
which command the universal applause of their companions, 
aud crown with fancied glory the life of the trausalleganian 
hunter, whether red or white. 

In the course of the last two days we l1ave also passed, upon 
different streams, the habitations of the beaver, an animal so 
l1ighly valued for its fur, and which differs from other quadru
peds in having chosen that part of the veg·etable creation for 
its sustenance which is rejected by aU others, viz. the bark of 
trees. To procure this, it is provided with two large teeth in 
the under-jaw, set with astonishing firmness, and resembling 
t~hissels, by which it is enabled to gnaw or cut down saplings, 
and ev·en large trees. These, when down, they completely 
peel! vrefen-ing·, however, the bark of the smaller limbs and 
twigs, which are young, tender, and full of sap. Often they so 

contrive it as to make them fall into the water, where. they 
serve to stop and collect all floating limbs and brush, making 
a kind of dam, which thus supplies them with food without the 
labour, (and an immense labour it must be) of gnawing· down 
large trees. There are few descriptions of wood, the bark of 
which they will not eat. Thus they attack the maple, the 
mulberry, black walnut, and elm; nor does the astringent and 
bitter properties of the oak prevent them from making it an 
article of food. They prefer, however, all harks which nave an 
aromatic, or spicy flavour, and from the number of those trees 
we find peeled, possess a high relish for several kinds of laurus, 
which abound in the valleys in this region, particularly spice
wood and sassafras. Being web-footed, their favourite reo-ion 
is the '!-Yater, and they. seldom venture far from the banks of the 
stl·eam they inhabit, and never travel on to the neighbouring 
high-lands. They burrow in the banks of the stream above 
the water level, so tbat they lie dry: but the mouths of their 
habitations are situated below the waters, so that it enters them 
for a distance, and they cannot get out without diving into tl1e 
water. By this sag·aeious contrivance they at once exclude the 

cold a_ir from t~eir habitations, and pre~ent their being entered 
by ammals wlnch cannot endure to l1ve under water. It is 
probable many of their natural enemies m·e thus debarred of 
their prey. As all other species of aniinated nature, which has 
bee:a end?wed with sufficient sagacity and foresight for its own 
preservatloB by habits and customs peculiar to itself~ is also en~ 



.lt: tlte Years 1Sl8 and 1 ~19. 

dowell with some pe.culiar ta!!!tes, ha~its, or propensities, which 
are prone to work Its own destructiOn; so the beaver, which 
.has wisdom enough to cut down trees and form dams, and elude 
the vigilance of its enemies, both man and beast, in an hun
dred ways, yet falls a sacrifice to its passion for high sweet
scented herbs, and spicy barks. It is by a skilful preparation 
of these, that beaver-trappers are enabled to take such quan
tities of them. A natural musky substance, taken from the 
stomach of the beaver, serves as the principal m;ticle in the com
position of the bait which is put into the trap; some sassafras, 
and other barks and fragrant herbs, are added ; the exact pro
portions and method of preparation heing a secret only known 
to those who are skilled in trapping, and who are unwillino· to 
communicate the information. ~ 

Tlmrsda?J, Jan. 7th, 
The atmosphere, on encamping last night, was clouded up 

for a change of weather, which we were fearful would prove 
rain, but a little after midnight it commenced snowing, and 
continued without intermission until day-light, and at different 
periods, until four o'cloek in the afternoon. Lying· down con
siderably fatigued, we slept soundly, and did not discover the 
snow until it had fallen some depth upon us, and although I 
could not relish sleep unde1· such circumstances, both my 
companion aud the hunters maintained ther positions upon the 
ground until ne~r day-lig-ht, when the snow had attained. a 
depth of several mches. We now followed down the valley m 
which we had encamped about eight miles, in which distance 
it opeued into the valley of Swan Creek, and we found our
selves about ten miles above its junction with White 
River, upon the banks of this large and beautiful stream, which 
is richly entitled to the appellation of a river. Some doubt 
arose he1·e as to the proper course of travelling, the day being· 
cloudy, and the atmosphere obscured with snow; but, in tra
;velling· a few miles south, we were rejoiced to find ourselves 
in sight of the Bald~hill, a well-known land-mark to the 
hunter in thi'l region, and which I have already alluded to in 
my journey west. Toward this we steered ur1deviatingly, 
without regard to the steepness of the intervening· hills, or 
valleys, or the scraggy brush. that opposed our progress, and 
falling into our old trail at its foot, pursued with an acc~lerated 
pace toward the Hunters' Cabins. Snow bad, however, so 
much obliterated the track, that we were unable long to continue 
in it; and, as the thick and clouded state of the atmosphere 
prevented our guides fi·om judging of our position, we 
soon became completely lost. In this dilemma, recourse was 
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had to a ve~y novel experiment, and in wl1ich I confes? ~ had' 
but little fauh. One of the bunters happened to be ndmg a 
horse, which he said had, two or three times, on similar oc~ 
casions, on being left to take his own course, brought him 
safely either in some well~known spot in the woods where he 
had before encamped, or to his own bouse. He determined 
again to make trial of the horse's sagacity, and throwing· the 
reins loose upon its neck, the animal took its own course, some .. 
times climbino- up hills, then descending into valleys, or 
crossing ovet· ~tream~, and at last, to the infinite satisfaction of 
all, and to the surprise of myself and co-travellers, Jed us to 
the top of a commanding precipice which overlooked the 
valley of White River, with its heavy-wooded forest, the tow
ering bluffs on its south-western verge, with the river winding 
along at their base, and the hunters' cottages, indicated by the 
curling smoke among the trees, in plain perspective. Joy 
sparkled in every eye; we stood a moment to contemplate the 
sublime and beautiful scene before us, which was such an as
semblage of rocks and water-of hill and valley-of verdant 
woods and naked peaks-of native fertility and barren magni.z 
ficence, as to surpass the boldest conceptions, and most happy 
executions of the painter's pencil, or the poet's pen. The reins 
we1·e now resumed, and as we descended the bluff the hunter 
lavished g-reat encomiums on the sagacity and faithfulness of 
bis horse, whose pedigree and biography we were now enter
tained with. In due course of narration, it was shown where 
the horse had originated, what masters he had been subject to; 
how he could live in the woods without feed, bow long be had 
been the fortunate owner of him, what" hair-breadth escapes'f 
l1e had made upon his back, &c. &c. AU this was mixed with 
abundance of the m6st tedious, trifling, and fatiguing· particularsj 
communicated in bad gTammar, wretchedly pronounced, so 
that we were heartily glad when he had arrived at the con• 
elusion, that he was an animal of uncommon sag·acity, streno-th, 
activity, and worth. For, as in most other biographies,"' all 
these words had been wasted to prove the existence ofwisdom 
where it never was, and to make us admire worth which no.:. 
body had ever discovered. The end of this dissertation, that 
had only been interrupted by the occasional stumblino· of the 
beast it;;:elf, (which was in reality a most sorry jade,)br~uo-ht us 

to within half-a-mile of their cabins, when they both discb~rged 
!heir rifles to advertise their families of our near approach, and 
m _a few moments we were welcomed by dogs, women, and 
ch1ldren, aU grea~y and ~lad, to the nailless habitations of our' 
conductors. Distance twe~ty miles. 



ln tlt~ Year,, 1818 and-i819.; 

. Friday. Jan. Sth. 
Once more arrived at the spot where circumstances bad 

condemned us to perform a kind of quarantine during sixteen 
days on our journey westward, every object appeared familiar 
to us, and the very stumps and trees around, the nouse; and the 
lofty spiral rocks which towered in front, seemed objects with 
which we had enjoyed immemorial familiarity, and contributed 
in some ~eg·ree. to that buoyancy of spirit which is so natural 
em the accomplishment of an undertaking, which bas been ap
proached with fatigue, and attained with difficulty; for they 
were regarded as the silent witnesses of some of the most 
pain~ul of those ~ifficulties and fa.tigues, a!ld served to awaken 
a trau'l of reflections and comparisons which were at once ex .. 
bilarating and satisfactot·y. We had already determined on re
turning to Potosi by a different route from that pursued on our 
outward jou1·ney, as well to diversify the tour, as to avoid the 
distressing situations to which we were often reduced in passing 
through the wilderness. It only remained to decide upon the 
route which promised to a:ff'ord tbe most interestino- field for 
observation; and both on that account, as well ~s uniting 
greater conveniences in travelling, the descent by White River 
by water seemed to possess decided advantages. We lost no 
time, therefore, in preparing· for our descent, feeling l\n anxiety 
to return, which was much heightened by tbe reflection that 
we had alreadv consumed more time than we had allotted our~ 
selves fot• the· performance of the entire journey on quitting 
Potosi, and that our friends would be ready to conclude we 
had fallen a sacrifice to the dangers of a tour, which few had 
approbated as adviseable in the ontset, ahd all united in consi
dering as very hazardous. 

, Saturday, Jan. 9tk. 
Having, in pursuance of this determination, purchased a 

canoe of the hunters, and made other necessary preparations, 
we were ready at an early bour in the morning to embark. 
We now found it necessary again to resume tlie use of .our 
guns, after having for. nearly a month been supplied with prO
visions by the hunters, and for that purpose nad procured a 
quantity oflead and ball. We also pqt into our canoe some 
bear's meat smoked, dried venison, corn-bread, and salt, with 
a few articles reserved from our former pack, which were either 
necessary or convenient on encamping. The men, wo;m~n, 
and children, followed us down to the shore, and after gtvmg 
us many directions and precautions, and repeating their wishes 
for our success, we bid them adieu, and shoving our canoe 
into the stream, found· ourselves, with a litde exertion of 
paddles, flowino- at the rate of from three to four miles per 
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hour down one of the most beautiful and enchanting rivers 
which discharge their waters into the 1\fississippi. To a width 
and a depth which entitles it to be classed as a river of the 
third magnitude in western America, it unites a current which 
possesses the purity of crystal, with a smooth and gentle flow, 
and the most imposing, diversified, and delightful scenery. 
Its shores are composed· of smooth spherical and angular 
pieces of opaque, red, and white gravel, consisting of water
worn fragments of carbonate of lime, bornstone, quartz, and 
jasper. Every pebble, rock, fish, or floating body, either ani
mate 01' inanimate, which occupies the bottom of the stream, 
is" seen while passing· over it with the most perfect accuracy; 
and our canoe often seemed as if suspended in air, such is the 
remarkable transparency of the water. Sometimes the river 
for many miles washed the base of a wall of calcareous rock, 
rising to an enormous height, and terminating in spiral, broken, 
and miniform masses, in the fissures of which the oak and the 
cedar had forced their crooked roots, and hun~ in a threatening 
posture above ns. Perched upon these, tne eagle, hawk:, 
turkey, and heron, surveyed our approach without alarm, secure 
in eminent distance. Facing such rocks, the correspondino· 
curve of the river invariably presented a level plain of rich af
lu~ial soil, covered with a vi~orous growth of forest-trees, cane, 
shrubs, and vines, and affording· a most striking contrast to the 
sterile grandeur on the opposite shore. Here the paths of the 
<kler ana buffaloe, where they daily came down to drink, were 
numerous all along the shore, and, the former we frequf!ntly 
surprise(} as he stpod in silent security upon the river's brink. 
The duck, brant, and goose, continually rose in flocks before us; 
and al.ighting in the. stream a short distance below, were soon 
again aroused by our approach; thus we often drove them down 
tlie ri-ver for many hours together, until our repeated intrusion 
at last put them to effectual flight. Often a lofty ridge of 
rocks in perspective seemed to Glppose a barrier to the further 
progress of the river, which suddenlv turned away in the most 
unexpected direction at the moment we had reached the fan
~ied barrie~, displaying to our view othe1· groupes of rocks, 
forests~ piarns, and shores, arranged in. the most singular and 
fan~astte manner, 9:nd in .the utmost apparent confusion, but 
wfucb, on a nearer: msp_ect1on, developed a beautiful order and 
correspon_dingreguh~rity, such as the intelligent mind constantly 
observes m the pbys1ognomy of nature, and which appears the 
more surprising· the more ~ipt!te!y it is inspecte~, analyz~d,: 
or compared .. Very serpentme In Jts course, the nver· carr1ed 
us toward every point of the compass in the coarse of the 
day ; sometimes rocks skirted oue shore, sornetimes the other, 
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never both at the same place, hut rock ami alluvion generally 
alternating from one side to the other, the bluffs being much 
variegated in their exterior form, extent, and relative tJosition, 
g-iving perpetual novelty to the scenery, which ever excited 
fresh interest and renewed gratification, so that we saw tl}e sun 
sink gradually in the west without being tired of viewing· the 
mingled beauty, grandeur, barrenness, and fertility, as dis
played by the earth, rocks, air, water, light, trees, sky, and ani
mated nature; they form the ever-winding·, diversified, and 
enchanting banks of White River. . . 

A short distance below the Hunters' Cabins we passed the 
mouth of Beaver Creek, a ciear stream of thirty yards wide, 
entering· from the left, and rf'markable for the number of bea
vers formerly caught in it. As nig·ht overlook us, we descried 
on the left bank of the river a hunter's cabin, which we found 
in the occupation of a person of the name of Yochem, who 
:readily gave us permission to remain for the night, having de
scended the river thirty miles. Here, among otl1er wild meats, 
we were invited at supper, as a particular mark of respect, to 
p~u-take of a roasted beaver's tail, one of the greatest dainties 
known to the Missouri hunter. Havi:1g heard much said 
among hunters conceming the peculiar flavour and delicious 
richness of this dish, I was highly gratified in having an op
portunity of judging for myself~ and accepted with avidity 
the offer of our host. The tail of this animal, unlike every 
other part of it, and of every other animal of the numerous 
tribe of quadrupeds, is CI)Vered with a thick scaly skin, resem
bling· in texture certain fish, and iu shape analogous to a 
paper-folder, or the bow of a lady's corset, tapering a little t9~ 

. ward the end, and pyramidal on the lateral edges. . It is' 
.cooked by roasting before the fire, when the skin peals off, and 
it is eaten simply with salt. It has a mellow, lm;cious taste, 
melting in the mouth somewhat like marrow, and being in 
taste something· intermediate between that and a boiled perch. 
'.fo this compound flavour of fish and marrow it has, in the 
waJ in which hunters eat it, a slight disagreeable smell of 
oil. Could this be removed by some culinary process, it 

. would undoubtedly be received on the table of the epicure 
with great eclat. 

Sunday, Jan. 10th. 
Leaving the hunte1·'s cabin at an early hour, we passed, at 

the distance of two miles below, the mouth of Bear ·Creek, 
a long·, narrow, crooked stream, ~oming in o~ th,e right. Near 
its head, the· hunters procu~e fhn.ts for therr .rrfles. Toward 
evening we passed a hunters cabm . on our r1gl1t, and about 
two n:,.iles below another on our left, where we concluded to 

K2 
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stop for the night, and found it to be the habitation of a Mr. 
Coker, by whom we were entertained thirty-one days ago on 
our journey up. He appeared pleased at our return, and our 
success. Distance twenty-five miles. 

. Monday, Jan. 11th •. 
It rained hard during the night, but ceased a little before 

day-break, when we embarked in our canoe, and descended 
the river forty miles •. This brought us to M•Gary's, where we 
first struck White River, on crossing the wilderness from 
Potosi, and where, on the 8th December, we left our horse, 
and a part of our travelling pack. Sixteen miles belo": Coker's, 
alias Sugar-Loaf Prairie, we passed the mouth of .B1g· Creek, 
a stream of thirty yards wide, entering on the left. 'l'wo or 
three hunters had just located themselves at this place, and 
were engaged in cutting down trees, and J;milding a house, 
as we passed. Immediately after passing Big Creek, we met 
a petty trader coming up stream with a large canoe, in 
which he bad the remains of a barrel of whiskey, and a few 
other articles intended to be bartered off' for skins among the 
hunters. Of him, anxious to hear how the civilized world 
was p1·ogressing, we inquired the news, but were disappointed 
to learn that he himself resided at no great distance below, 
where he had purchased his articles fi·om anothet· trader, and 
knew nothing· of those· political occurrences in our own 
country, about which we felt solicitous to be informed. He 
evinced, indeed, a perf(;'ct indifference to those tbin2's, and 
hardly comprehended the import of s,ucb inquiries. He knew, 
forsooth, that he was Jiving under the United States' govern~ 
ment, and had some indefinite ideas about St. Louis, New 
Orleans, and Washington; but who filled the presidential 
chair, what Congress were deliberating upon, whether tbe 
people of Missouri had been admitted to form a state, consti~ 
tution, and government, and other analogous matters, these 
were subjects which, to use his own phraseology, " he had 
never troubled his head about." Such a total Ignorance of 
the affuirs of his own .country, and indifference to passing 
events, in one who possessed enterprise enou.,.h to become a 
river pedlar, surprised us, even here, in this beni.,.hted corner 
of. the union. After a co~fabnl~tion of fiftee~ or twenty 
mmutes, we parted, he nrgmg hts heavy canoe with labour 
up stre~m, a~d we desce_nding with ~~~ easy motion of the 
paddle tn the. current, wluch had now Imperceptibly acquired 
greater veloc1ty, and we found ourselves passing with rapidity 
over the Pot ~hoals, a O'entle rapid in the river, of which we 
had been advised, and where,. from the descriptions g-iven, we 
were prepared to encounter difficulties which ~·e did"'not meet, 
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lu passing seven mi1es below these shoals;, we came in view 
· o.f a high wall of rocks on the left shore, w:hich we recoo-nized 
as being· situated immediately opposite l\f•Gary's, wl1~re we 
arrived a~> day-lig·ht threw its last faint corruscations from tl1e 
west. At the foot of this bluff, and directly in front of 
M•Gary's, the Little North Fork of White River discharo-es 
itself into the ma_in streal!l, be_ing at .the point of junction 
about fifty yards w1de. It 1s a nver estimated to be 100 miles 
in length, may be ascended a considerable distance with lin-ht 
water-craft, and has some rich alluvion near its mouth, but 
originates in, and runs chiefly through, a barren reo·ion. This 
is the stream upon whose banks we encamped 01~ the 6th of 
December, while s~jouming in the wilderness, between the 
great north and south brandies of White River. 

. . Tuesday, Jan, l2tlt. 
· · We were cordially welcomed at M•Gary's, and conO'ratu
lated ?" ou~ pers.ever~nce in visiting·. a region where trav~lling 
was, m then· estunatwn, attended w1th so much hazard from 
:Indian hostility, and our prog-ress to which had been attended 
:with such accumulated difficulties. They had heard of our 
two weeks' probation at Holt and Fisher's cabins, during 
which we -had been employed upon their ltabitations, and in 
chopping wood, &c. and considered it as an unmanly advan
.tage taken of our situation. On learning from us that the 
Osage J.udians had broken up their hunting- encampments in 
the region about Jan1es' River, and retired upon the Grand 
Osag·e some weeks pre:vious to our arrival, one of the sons of 
M•Ga•·y manifested a $trong inclination to go out llpon a 
hunting excursion into that quarter, which, on fut"thel' learn
.ing· that we had found game abundant, he immediately deter
mined upon, and was ready to set out toward that country at 
the time we embarked in our canoe this morning. Undoubt
edly be will be rewarded with as many skins as he can trans
port back. In our descent this day, we have passed several 
·hunters' cabins on both banks of the river, but met nothing 
.worthy particular note until our arrival at the Bu~I Shoals, 
situated twenty miles below M•Gary's. Here the river has a 
fall of fifteen or twenty feet in the distance of half-a-mile, and 
$tands full of ruo·tred calcareous rocks, among which the water 
foams and rushe~'~vith astonishing velocity and incessant noise. 
'l'ltere are a lmndred channels, and the strange navigator 
rum: an imminent risk of being dashed upon the rocks, or 
sunk benea.th the waves, whose whirling boiling and unceas
jng roar warns him of his peril. long betore he reaches the 
r,apids. Ther~ is a channel throug·h which canoes _and even 
large boats pass with a good depth .of water, but beiDAf unac-
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quainted with it, we 'ranthe hazard of being sunk, and found 
our canoe drawn rapidly into the suction of the f~lls, app.re
hensive of the result. In a few moments, notw1thstandmg 
every effort to keep our barque headed downwards, _the con
flicting eddies drove us against a rock, and ~ve were mst~ntJy 
thrown broadside upon the rugged peaks wl11ch stand tlnckly 
in the swiftest part of the first schute, or fall. Luckily it did 
not nil, but the pressure of the current agaiFJsi a canoe thirty 
feet in length, lying· across tl1e stream, was more than we 
could counteract, and we had nearly exhausted our strength 
in vain endeavours to extricate and arig-ht it. For all this 
time we were in the water, at a depth of two, three, and four 
feet, at a cool January temperature, but at length succeeded 
in lifting it over a ledge of rocks, and again got afloat. We 
now shot down tbe current rapidJy and undisturbed for 600 
yards, which brought us to the verge of the second schute, 
where we twice encountered a similar difficulty, but suc
ceeded, with analogous efforts, in passing our canoe and effects 
in safety. This is the most considerable obstruction to the 
navigation of the river we have yet encountered, but is said 
to be perfectly safe in high tides, when the rocks are buried 
by the vernal and autumnal floods. At these shoals le~1Cl ore 
(galena,) is found in small lumps, adhering to the rocks in the 
river and on the shores, with some calcareous spar ; and the 
banks are further rendered interesting by some remains of 
ancient works, which appear to indicate that it 11as been the 
seat of metallurgical operations in former ages, and previous 
to the deposition of the alluvial soil upon its banks, for beneath 
this soil are imbedded the reliqua in question. Thus imbedded 
r11asses of a metallic alloy, manifestly the production of art, 
.with bit'S of earthen pots, and arrow-heads chipped out of flint, 
horn-stone, and jasper, are found. The metallic alloy app(:)ars, 
from hardness and colour, to be lead united with silver or tin. 
It is not well refined, although it may be easily cut with a 
knife. The earthenware appears to have been submitted to 
the action of fire, and has sutf€red no decay. Of all these I 
procured specimens, of which duplicates are to be seen among 
the collections of Dr. Samuel L. Mitchill, at New-York. 

Having spent some time in our passage over the rapids, and 
got thoroughly wetted, so that we felt ehilly and uncomfort
~bie, we determined to stop at the next .cabin which presenterl 
1tself on the banks of the river. This happened to he t11e 
house of Augustine Friend, situated five miles below the 
s~o~Is, a man of some intellig·ence, and who has the honour of 
gtvm~ name to a settiem~nt which is forming around biro. 
By hun we were treated wtth much hospitality, and furnish~d 
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with several fa~ts relative to the. geograplly and productions 
of the surroundmg· country. Bemg an enterprising hunter 
as well ~s a ~armer, he has visited the mpst remote parts of 
the Wlnte R1ver country, and has traversed the region we 
have just explored. He represents the existence of rock-salt, 
between the head of the south fork of White River and the 
Arkansaw ; that the Pawnees and Osage Indians make use of 
it, and that be has seen, and. used it, and says it is clear like 
alum. He is acquainte<l with the lead~mines on James' River, 
and represents the bodies of ore as very great; and says that 
the Pawnee mountains, situated south of the Grand Osage 
River, afford beautiful black and white marble. 1\:h. Friend 
l1as lately been detained a prisoner by the Osages; but 
although they stole his beaver traps, and some other articles, 
he was treated humanely in other reseects, and suffered, after 
a confinement of several weeks, to depart. In relating the 
particulars of his captivity, and in repeating several anecdotes 
illustrative of savage life and manuel'S, the time passed imper~ 
ceptibly away, so that although wet and fatigued on our 
arrival, it was after. ten before we betook ourselves to rest. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13th. 
Mt'. Friend havingrepresented the antiquities in that neigh

hoUI'hood as worthy of examination, together with the mineral 
ar.pearances on the hills, situated back from the river, we 
determined to devote a part of the day to that objeot. The 
bills, like every otller section of this country noticed, proved 
strntit}ed masses of secondary lime-stone, covered by a deposit 
of elder alluvion, the surface of which afforded radiated quartz, 
and fra1.:rments of horn-stone, but no particular indications of a 
metalliferous character were observed. The antiquities, 
situated principallv on the east bank of the river, at the Bull· 
Shoals, have already been mentioned. Some further appear .. 
ances of this kind are seen at the distance of half-a-mile belo}v 
tl1e. dwelling of Mr. Frien,d, where I procurea an exc;t!Hent 
kind of flint, and some antique bones and arrow~heads, from 
beneath a heavy bed of alluvion covered by trees. Owing to 
these little excursions, it was late before we left Friend's 
settlement. Four mjles below we ~topped at a Mr. Lee's, 
beirw the first Yankee' met with in these regions; and, after 
dinn~r, went down the river about six miles to J. Yochem's, 
wh~re we passed the nig,ht. 

Tlettrsday, Jan. 14th. 
Here we concluded to lend our canoe to Mr. Y ochem, who 

in addition to his own, stood in need of it, to carry down bears 
bacon and pork, to a trader lying at the mouth of the Great 
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North Fork~ of 1vhom l1e bad made some purchases. J'he 
distance was computed at thi.rty-:-five mi~es !>Y ":ater1 an<! in~ 
cJuded some of the most dtfficult nav1g-atwn m the nver, 
while by land it was only fifteen. Leaving our baggage 
therefore to be brought down in the canoe, we t~ok a foo~ or 
horse-path leading across the country, and ~rnved a .. !Jttle. 
before nio·ht on the banks of the river, opposite Matney s, at 
the mouttf of the Great North Fork. But we were separated 
from his house by- the river, which was wide .an~ deep; and 
havino- no canoe to cross, there seemed no hes1tat10n between 
Iyino·1n tbe woods, and wading through the river, which we 
foun"'d about four feet deep iu the shall?west place, and re~clled 
Matney's just at dusk, wet and chilly. Our canoe dtd not 
arrive that night. This we attributed to the difficulty in 
passino- two formidable shoals above. The first is situated 
fifteeu0 miles below .J. Yochem's, and is called the Crooketl 
Ct·eek Shoals, being immediately at the mouth of Creoked 
Creek, a long and devious stream, coming· in on the ri~·ht or 
south side ofthe river. The second shoal is five miles lower, 
and is called the Bttffalo Shoals, being situated at the mouth of 
the Buffalo Fork of White River. This is a larg·e stream, 
also entering on the south side of the river. It originates uear 
the north banks of the Arkansaw, and is about 180 miles in 
length. Its banks afford some rich alluvion, and it is a region 
much resorted to by.hunters on account of the abundance of 
game it affords. 'the shoals at its mouth are considered the 
most formidable obstacle to the navigation of '\VhitH R.iver, 
and although boats pass and repass at certain stages of water, 
it may be reckoned an effectual interruption to navigation for 
all boats over eig-ht tons. From the foot of these shoals, 
howeve-r, to its junction with the Mississippi, the navio·ation 
of White River is unobstructed, and the largest keeJ.:tJOats, 
barges, and even steam-boats, may in safety ascend, particu
larly up to the Great North Fork, wb.ich enters on the north, 
about half-a-mile below the spot where we now tarry. There 
is now a ke-el-boat lying here, which ascended a few weeKs 
ago ou a trading voyage amono- the hunters and farmers. It 
js a boat of thirty tons burtb~n, built at Pittsburo-l1, and 
decked and painted off in· the neat and convenient0 style of 
the generality of Ohio and Mississippi boats of her class. but 
is prevented fi·om going higher by the Buffalo Shoals. The 
ar~icles brought up in it, for the purposes of exchange, were 
ch1efly flour, salt, and whiskey, with some coffee, calico, and a 
few smalle~ articles. In return, beaver, deer, otter, bear, and 
:raccoon skms, bears' bacon, fresh pork, and beef, in the gross-, 
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'Venison, bees' -wax, honey, and buffalo beef, are take11. From 
tbe rates of exchange noticed, I concluded a trading-voyage 
on this stream is attended with immense profit. 

' Friday, Jan. 15th. 
Compe}Iedl by the non-~rrival of our canoe, to spend the 

day at thts spot, I determmed to Improve the time by a ram
ble through the adjacent country, and to seek that amusement 
in the examination of rocks, and trees, and mountain-scenery, 
which was neither to be found in conversatio11 with the inmates 
of the houst-, nor in any other way. The natural appearances 
of surrounding objects wore an interesting· character, and 
tho'ugh detained here by accident, a diligent search of the 
whole river could not in all probability have afforded a point · 
uniting, in the circlt> of a few miles, so many objects calculated 
to please the eye, or to instruct the understandino-, To a 
geographical situation, the most important in the. whole course 
of the river, it united scenery the most bold and enchanting, 
and embracing so many objects calculated to awaken and 

· invite attention, that the inquiring traveller could scarcely be 
disappointed, be his studies or pursuits what they might. 
Here were beautiful views for the landscape-painter, rocks 
for the geologist, minerals and fossils for the mineralogist, 
trees and plants for the botanist, soil for the agriculturist, an 
advantageous situation for the man of business, and a gratify
inn- view for the patriot, who contemplates with pleasure the 
in~reasing settlement, and prospective improvements of our 
country. Here; the inuumerablestreams; which originate in a 
district of country 400 miles long, by 200 in breadth, collected 
into two large and beautiful rivers, unite, and from this point 
forth to the Mississippi, form a river navigable at all seasons, 
for boats of the largest burden. From the north, from the 
south, and from the west of this tract, from the most noted, 
and from its most unfrequented corners, we here behold th~ 
assembled tributaries, flowing in a smooth, broad, deep, and 
majestic current.' between bat'iks of the richest a~luvion, cov.ered 
with the most v1gorou~ growth of ve~etable life, and skirted 
at a short distance by mountains of the most imposing gran
deur. But although c?mp?sed ~f str~ams,. whicl:i ori~!nate in 
sections of country, d1ffermg wtdely m pomt of fertthty, and 
other natural properties, y~t there is a.rema;kable agree!lle~t 
in that character most obvwus to the s1ght, Its extreme hmpi
dity and want of colour, and which was early seizt>d upon by 
the French traders on ft·rst visiting this stream, in calling it 
La Riviere Blanche, (White River,) in allusion to the purity 
of its water. · 

TonoEs and T1uvs:Ls, No.&. Vol. IV. L 
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With such an 1\Ssemhlage of interesting objects around 'me, 
I sauntered out to take a nem'er view of the face of nature; and 
~;pent the day along the shores of the river, in the contiguous 
forest, or on the naked peaks of the. neighbouring· hills. The 
water of the river, at this season of the year, bas retired below 
its banks to its lowest mark, which is about fifteen feet below 
its flood height, and exposes a high alluvial shore, and a wide 
gravelly beach on both sides. Here a margin of clean gravel, 
washed by the water into fanciful piles, and of every shape and 
colour, affords a delightful and uninterrupted walk for many 
miles, and by its ever-winding course, and diversified scenery, 
keeps the eye in continual expectation of something new or 
interesting, and lightens the fatig·ue experienced at every 
step by sinking shoe-deep into the gravel. I amused myself 
by considering this a collection of mineralogical and geologi
cal snecimens, brought together from different sections of 
count~y by the waters, and deposited here, to illustrate the 
physical constitution and character of the country. This idea 
bad no sooner occurred, than I began selecting individual 
pieces of it for examination, and soon had arranged on the shore 
a cabinet of river pebbles, which it may be curious and amusing 
to describe. ' 

No.1. Was a spheroidal pebble of common quartz; colour,. 
grayish white, semi-transparent, and hydrogenous. 

No.2. A rounded mass of carbonate of lime; (compact 
secondary lime-stone;) colour, smoke gray; fracture, fine 
e:ttthv. 

No: a. A similar water-worn mass1 with a vein of calcareous 
spar. 

No.4. A pear-shaped pebble of common jasper; colour, a 
uniform chesnut brown; fracture, conchoidal; hardness, a little 
inferior to quartz. 

No. 5; Granular quartz; rounded by attrition; colour, gray
ish white; easily crushed between two stones, and falling into 
fine semi-transparent grains. 

No. 6. Hexagonal prism of rock crystal, the angles nearly 
ohliterated bv attrition. 

No. 7. Rounded fragmerrt of sand-stone; eo·lour yellowish 
a:nd reddish white; probably referable to the secondary class. 
of rocks. 

No.8. Argniaceaus pebble~ colour bro-wnish red; easily 
Rro~~w~a~~ · 

NO'. 9:~Sm~otharg11led fragment ofred granite. 
No. 1'6. Shtver of horn-stone ; colour, bluish O'rey,. trans} u~ 

cent, and givin-g fire with steel. t::s 

No. 11~ ~g-sba~ nodule of :6int, enveloped by a h~rd 
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"'bi~e silico·calcareous mat~er; .c?lour, ye1lowisl1 gray, cloudy, 
sem_t·transparent, and reatltly giVIng· spark~ with steel. 

No. 12. Common· jasper; colour, yellowish brown, veined 
with yellowish white, and harder than quartz. · 

No. 13. 'fabular fragment of compact lime-stone with an 
impression of the Turbinite. . ' . 

Of' these the rock crystal was merely accidental, the cal
careous spar and flint very rare, the quartz, sand-stone, and 
gr~nite, less rare, and the jasper and lime-stone very abun
dant. Other substances probably exist, and I noticed several 
species of stone, eithet· .calcareous or flinty, so diso·uised with 
ferruginous colouring, and other matter, that they were not 
referable by the eye to any particu1at· specie>:, hut may be 
considered rather as ill-characterized varieties of both these 
rocks. No indurated clay, or pudding-stone, so common to 
other western streams; slate, particles of mica, or petrified 
wood, were noticed, from which it may naturally be concluded 
that clay-beds are not common on the river; that it yields 
neither mica or slate, and that the waters are not endued 
with the properties necessary to petrifaction. The absence 
also of gTeen-stone, mica-slate, sienite, g·neiss, &c. in the coun
try in which the river originates, may l1ence be inferred; and, 
in fine, from the collection above described, one would be apt 
to imagine, without knowing· that it actually is so, tlJat the 
1·iver is made up of streams wJ1ich traverse, for the most part, 
a rocky region. This is actually the fact; for although there 
are very rich bodies of alluvial lands along the immediate 
margin of White River, and some of its tributaries, yet they 
are not very extensive, and the countt·y is, generally speaking, 
a stony reg·ion. · 

Here. then, mineralogical science presents a new standard 
by which the character and fertility of an unexplored country 
may be with genf'ral accuracy determined, by the examination 
of the stc1uy products brought down by its rivers. At least, 
some very useful hints may thus be gathe1·ed, and there ap
pears no good reason why a reliance should not be placed 
:upon information thus obtained. It is only judging of acoun~ 
try by samples of its earths and ston.es brougl~t together by 

• the spontaneous operations of water ms!~ad ·of the. bands of 
man ; and in this light the banks of a ~tver. near. Its mouth, 
may be considered an abstract of the mmeral pbys10g·nomy of 
the land in which it ori~inates. 

Having descended aiong .the shore of the river a consider
.able distance, I now determmed to return through the forest, 
and along the mom~tain~bluffs whic~l bound the valley at the 
distauce of balf.,.a-mtle, and desceudmg· them toward the east, 

12 
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. join my companion at the mouth of the North Fork before 
dark. One of the most conspicuotls objects among the trees 
and veg·etables which skirt the bank!!! of the river, is the syca ... 
more, (platanu& occidentalis,) rearing its lofty bran~bes into 
the air, and distinguished from other forest-trees by Jts white 
bark and .enormous size. This tree delights to grow on the 
immediate margin of the river, and overhangs the water's edge 
on both sides, but is never found to grow in the back part of 
the forest toward the bluffs, unless there happens to be a pond 
of water or. a small lake tliere, in which case it is seen skirt
ing its margin all around. So remarkable a fact cannot es
cape a person of.the least observation who descends this river, 
or indeed any other river in the western states, whose banks 
are noted. for rich alluvial soil, as the Ohio, the Mississippi, 
IIJinois, Wabash, &c~ It is never seen on a sterile, or dry 
soil; on the contrary, it may be considered as the margin-tree 
of the most recent, moist, black, river alluvion ; and the ap
pearance of the one is always a sure indication of the other. 
Very often it is hollow. This is the same tree called button
wood on the other side' of the mountains, (the Alleghanies.) 
Another vegetable,· scarcely less conspicuous, and occupying 
a similar soil and situation, in the latitude in which it grows, 
is the reed, called cane in this region, and which I take to be 
the cinna arundinacea of botanists. This plant is common to 
all the streams of the valley of the Mississippi below the 
38 deg. of north latitude, and is fir~:t noticed on descending 
1he Ohio, aboutthe falls. These two species skirt the banks 
of this river from its largest and most remote northern tribu
tary, as high as we have been on James' river thus far, and pro.! 
bably continue to the Mississippi. The other fol'est-trees and 
plants noticed at this plaC'e, and which may be set down as 
.composing the forests of White River generally, are the fol
lowing.:-

.Cotton-wood, (populus . anglllata ;) white elm, (ulmus A?ne
neana ;) ·red elm, ('ulm1Lsjulva ;) buck<'ye, (mscuius hippocas
tanum;) black walu~t, (juglans n,igro;) white walnut, (jug
lamtomentosa;) white ash, (frtwtnus aeuminata;) swamp-ash, 
(f_r.a:d1t'IU juglandiftlia ;) white oak, (quercus alba ;) red 
oa}t, :(querCU! rvbrc ;) su~-ar maple, ( acer. saecharin?tm ;) mul
berry, (calhcarpa Amencana;) dog,wood, (cornus jlm·ida.;) 
sassafra...q, ( lauruuassafra~;) persimmon, ( diospy_ros -virginia:n11..) 

To these the valleys will add· spice-wood, papaw, wild 
eberry, hemlock, sev~ralspecies of;gt-apes, the wild pea, &c.; 
a~d the bluffs and high-lands, whtte and yellow pine, moun
tam-ash, post~oak, an~ cedar ... The wild hop is also indige- · 
nous ~o tbe,.r1ver alluvion, and the crab-apple; red plumb. an~ 
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black haw, upon the plains. Many others might he added, 
but these are the most conspicuous on passinO. throuO'h a V\Thite 
River forest, and such as would readily att~act th~ eye. As 
I approached the foot of the bluffs, ve<retation became more 
scanty; in my ascent, at the height of o~e hundred teet above 
the forest level, the rocks were entirely naked, presentino- an 
almost perpendicular wall to the river, but the summit 0 was 
covered by yellow pine and cedar, sustained by a deposite of 
oceanic alluvion. The height of this bluff may be estimated 
at three hundred feet above the water. It runs parallel with 
the river, at the distance of from a qua1-ter to hait:..a-mile, and 
is much broken and interrupted by lateral valleys and streams. 
It is uniformly, so far as could be examined without the la
bour of digging and clearing· away the rubbish at its base, a 
mass of stratified secondary limestone, with impressions of 
univalve shells near its summit. On my descent I was sur
prised to observe, about half-way down, very large angular 
masses of common white qtiartz, resting upon the tabular rocks 
of carbonate of lime, and manifestly out of place. Being dis
coloured externally by the weather, and by atmospheric dust 
and tiloss, I at first mistook these rocks fm· lime-stone ; but on 
hammering· off several corners, perceived them to be quartz. 
This set me looking sharply round to discover some primitive 
.strata from which they mig·ht have been detached, but I was 
unable to detect any, and I must leave the phenomenon un• 
explained. · 

That small pieces of quartz rock should· have heen detached 
from primitive strata in distant· parts of the country, and de:-

. posited upon secondary lime-stone with other alluvial matter 
by_ water, ex<;ites no surprise, even if the masses weigh a ton, 
or more ; but to see masses of the size of a common house, 
presenting angles of fourteen to twenty feet, and probably 
weig·hing an hundred tons a piece, is certainly extraor~in~ry~ 
and does not admit of a ready explanation upon any pnnctpl~ 
of alluvial deposits now taug·ht. They could not have .fallen 
from the mountainous heigtlts above, for those heights are 
.composed of shell lime-stone. Have these masses of quartz 
been ejected by V{)lcanie fire, or is it possible that any power 
of watf'r could have upborne them to the elevated heights 
they now occupy 1 

Saturdff:lJ, Jan.l6tlz. 
On returning from the .woods yesterday, th~ hunters had 

not yet arrived with our canoe, b~t made their appear~nce ~t 
dusk, accompanied by several netghbours. and fnends m their 
canoes, who also came down to trade, makm·g a party oftwe£ve 
,9r fourteen in all. Whisky soon began to circulate freely, and 
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by,tbe.tiinethey hadunloaded their canoes, we beg-an plainly 
to discovt>r that a scene of- riot and drinking was to fol1ow. 
Of all this, we were destined to be unwilling witnesses ; . for 
as there was but one house, and that a very small one, neces
sity compelled us to pass the nig·ht together; but sleep was not 
to be obtained. Every mouth, hand, and foot, were in motion. 
Some drank, some sang, some danced, a considerable proportion 
attempted all three together, and a scene of undistinguishable 
bawling and riot ensued. An occasional quarrel gave variety 
to the scene, and now and then, one drunker than the rest, 
feU sprawling upon the floor, and for a while remained quiet. 
We alone remained listeners to this grand exhibition of hu
man noises, beastly intoxication, and mental and physical 
nastiness. We did- not lie down to sleep, for that was dan
gerous. Thus the night rolled heavily on, and as soon as 
light could be disoerned in the morning we joyfully embarked 
in our canoe, happy in having escaped bodily disfiguration, 
and leaving such as could yet stand, vociferating with all 
their might like some delirious man· upon his dying bed, who 
makes one desperate effort to arise, and then falls back in 
death. 
Half-a~i1e below Matney's, we passed the mouth of the 

Great North Fork, a stream which we had followed down, to 
within ten miles of its mouth, as detailed in the fonner part of 
this journal. Six miles below, we passed a swift run of water 
in the river called the Crooked Rapids. · They are no wise 
dangerous or difficult to be. passed. 

Ten miles more brought us in sight of the Calico Rock, a 
noted bluff in a sudden bend of the river. It is one of those 
rare and fanciful works of. nature which are seldom met with, 
and is .. aJlproached under circumstances well calculated to 
heighten the effect of a scene in itself very striking and pictu
resq_ue. On turning a bend in the river, suddenly the rock 
appears before you at the distance of 600 yards, and seems, as 
yon glide toward it, to present a barrier to the progress of the 
river. It is a lofty smooth wall of stratified.lime-stone rock~ 
presenting a diversity of colour in squares, stripes~ spots, or 
angles, all confusedly mixed and arranged accordinO' to the 
inimitable pencil of nature, and hence its name. P:ople tell 
1ou, that all killdsofroc~ are here to be found, and an opinion 
JS prevalent that metaU.tc. su~tances of great value exist in 
th~ ro~ks. The deceptron lS naturally created, and readily 
believed m by those who only look upon tbe surface of things • 
but a little e:caniination shows the fallacy of appearances: 
Instead of hemg composed of many rocks differing in their ' 
contpoi'l!8lli. parts, it is one roek. of the same supstance, and 
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intm·na11y of the same colour and texture, namely, floet lime
stone. This is overlayed by a stratum of ochery clay, and 
red and g-reenish coloured earths, full of fenuginous particles, 
which have been washed by rains into the crevices of the 
horizontal strata of stone, and thence oozino- down the surface, 
have communicated to it different colours.~ These have been 
in some deg-ree altered, variegated, or set by the acids and 
juices of oak and other leaves: also extracted by rains, giving 
to the surface of the rock a singular appearance, of what the 
German mineralogists, with peculiar significancy, tflrm ange
lauj'enenfarben, (tarnished colours.) Fourteen miles below 
the Calico Rock we stopped for the night, on the left bank of 
the river, at Jeffery's, having canoed thirty miles. 

Sunday, Jan. 17th. 
On descending five miles, -we stopped at a Mr. Williams's 

to prepare breakfast. Here some hunters were gathering 
to hear an itinerant preacher. Thirty miles below, we stopped 
for the night at widow Lafferty's, on the right bank of the 
river. Some excitement prevails among the people occupy
ing the right bank of White River, on account of the recent 
treaty concluded with the Cherokee Indians. By it those 
Indians relinquish certain tracts of land in the state of Ten
nessee, but are to receive in exch~ng-e the lands lying between 
the north bank of the Arkansaw, and the south bank of White 
River. Those people, therefore, who have located themselves 
upon the right bank of the river, and improved farms, are now 
necessitated to relinquish them, which is considered a piece of 
injustice. 

.Monday, Jan. 18th. 
Much had been said along the river, respecting a tin mine 

reported to exist on the north bank of the river in this vicinity, 
and althong:h not prepared to find this metal among secondary 
rocks, I baa determined to make it a point of particular in
quiry, and after descending the river five miles this morning, 
stopped about the hour of breakfast, at the house of the person 
(Mr. Jones,) on whose lands the discovery was reported to 
have been made. He confirmed a11 we had heard on the sub
ject; said that a very large bod.y of singular _ore, supposed ~o 
be tin, had been found some e1g-ht or ten miles north of h1s 
house, on the hio-h-lands; that it lay in a valley upon the sur
face of the earth~ upon a kind of rotten lime-!<tone rock, with a 
small stream running by, &c. He now produced some lumps 
of the ore. It was a species of the inountain iron-ore, (iron 
glance,) of a bluish gray colour, great weight, and possessed 
considerable metallic lustre; destitute, how:evert of those tar-
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-nished <;olours which ~erve to beautify, t~e ~ur_face of certain 
varieties of specular uon glance. 'I Ius m~1dent see'?s to 
show how readily p'ersons w~o l1ave devoted little attentwn to 
the subject, are deceived in the appearances of a mineral, and 
bow prone they are to ascribe to it a value which it does not 
possess. 

At the distance of fifteen miles below Jones's, we passed 
Hardin's Ferry; dwelling-bouse on the south bank. Here 
the main road from :Missouri to Arkansaw crosses the rh·er, 
and a mail is carried from St. Louis to the post of Arkansaw, 
(now the seat of Territorial Government, March 11!1'20,) once 
a month. Two miles below is Morrison's Ferry, a branch of 
the same road crossing there, and eight miles farther Poke 
Bayon, a village of a dozen 1Jo~1ses, situated on t~e nor!h 
bank of the river, where we arnved at about.four o clock 111 
the afternoon, and were entertained with hospitality by Mr. 

_ Robert Bean, merchant of that place. 
Agradnal change in the face of the country for the last 

tbh:ty miles, before reaching this spot, is observable. The 
bottom lands, as you descend, increase in width ; the bluffs 
become more remote, and rlecrease in l1eight, and fiually dis
appear a few miles above Hardin's Ferry, where that exten
sive alluvial formation, which reaches to the banks of the Mis
sissippi, commen~es. From t~is fork, the scenery is unvaried. 
A r1ch level pl~m, covered with heavy forest-trees and cane
brnke, extends as far as the eye can reach, on both banks of 
the river, ,gradually depressed toward the Mississippi, where 
it. is subject to semi-ammal inundation. At this place, the 
banks are elevated thirty feet above the present level of the 
water, and are subject to falling in during the high spring- and 
autwmal floods. In other respects, the situation of Poke 
llay~n is pleHsant, 3'nd advantageous as a commercial and 
agrkDitu:nrl depot. Here we concluded to quit the river, and 
pursne tbe Arkansaw road. ou foot, through Lawrence, Cape 
GiracdE>au, Wayne, and Madison counties, toward Potosi. 
As a preparatory t;;tep, we have disposed of our canoe, skins, 
&c. and provided e0urselves with travelling knapsacks. 

. . Tuesday, Jan. 19th. 
Before ~vJng ihe banks of White River it is due to the 

l1ardy. frank, a•d imlependent bunters, throu~h whose territo
rit'8 we have traveUed, and with whom we h~ve from time to 
tiroo ~Journ~d, tQ. say, that we have been uniformly received 
at thetr cabms wrtb a blunt. wel(lome, and experienced . the 
~ hospitable and gf>nerous treatment~ Tbis conduct, 
wk:tch we,w:ere not prepared to expect, :is the 'BtOle remarkable, 
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in being whoHy disinterested, for-no remuneration iu money 
for such entertainment, (with a very few exceptions,) was ever 
demanded; but, when presented, uniformly refused, on the 
principle of its not being customary to accept pay of the tra
veller, for any thing- necessary to his sustenance. Nor can we 
quit the house at which we have here been made to feel our 
return to the laud of civilization, after an absence of several 
months, without a grateful expression of our sense of the 
kind civilities and generous attention with which we have 
been tr~ated. There is buf one thing I have to regret on my 
departure from Poke Bayou ; it is my inability to carry along 
my entire collections in natural history, too bulky and too 
heavy to be conveyed in a shoulder pack, the only mode of 
transportation at our command. Selecting, however, such as 
were most rare or. interesting, either from locality, or physical 
.constitution, I filled my pack to a point, which, superadded to 
the weig·ht of a gun, rifle, pouch, portfolio, &c. I judged 
myself capable of carrying; and we left Poke Bayou at ten 
o'clock, taking the high-road toward tl1e north-west. For the 
nrst five miles we passed across the alluvial tract, extending 
northwardly to the river, on which several farms and planta~ 
tions are located, and the country wears a look of agricultural 
industry and increasing population. The farms, the improve
ments upon them, and the road we travelled, all appeared new. 
The houses were constructed of logs, and the lauds fenced 
with rails laid in the zig-zag manner practised in western 
Virginia and Kentucky. We now entered on the secondary 
lime-stone formation, which bounds the Mississippi alluvion 
on the west, a tract of country g·ently elevated, covered with 
a :flinty soil and scanty vegetation, and indented by innumer
able little valleys, which give it a rough and barren aspect. 
On this are found no settlements in the distance of thirteen 
tniles, during the last mile of whkh I had wrenched my ancie 
in such a way as to rende1· it extremely painful in walking, and 
we stopped early in the afternoon, at a small plantation fortni· 
tously at hand. 

Wednesday, Jan. 20th. 
An application of dis.solve_d muria!e 9f soda and ~ann~s, 

>Surcharged with microcosmic salts m i.J:.ttural solutiOn, d1d 
little. to mitigate the swelling of my foot ; and, after a night 
:pasged in sleepless anxiety, I arose without feeling any_sensihle 
diminution of pain, and without tbe ability to contmue the 
journey on foot. This accident could not have happened ~t a 
-spot where medical aid, or the conveniency of transportatiOn. 
was in aU probability m:ore completely out of reach. and one 
of the t:n. ost unpleasant delays threatened to ensue. Here 
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chance supplied, as it frequently Jmppens, what c~uld not have 
been procured in any o~b~r way. ·A tra~eller passmg on. hors~" 
back ao-reed, for a tnflmg· compensatiOn, to let me ride h1s 
horse t~ the banks of 'tbe south fork of Strawberry River, 
while he himself performed the journey on foot. This bel ped 
me twelve miles, and we arrived about noon. The road lay 
across an uninhabited tract, much cut up by little vaiieys, worn 
out of shelly limestone, and covered with a stratum of gravelly 
day, bearing post oaks and black oa~s. A ~ile b~fore'rea?hing 
the river we entered upon an alluvml plam, whiCh contmued 
to the village seated upon its marg.in. Here ":ere fi~teen 
buildings, scattered along the banks of. the st!·e~m, mdudmg a 
small oTist-mill turned by water, a whisky-chstJ!Iery, a black
smith'~-shop, aud a tavern. Feeling somewhat relieved, I 
concluded to hobble on four miles farther to the main stream 
of the river, where we arrived before night, and stopped at a 
farmer's house, my foot having· in the meanwhile become ex
ceedingly painful. 

Thursday, .Tan. 21st. 
It was in vain to attempt travelling under such circum

s-tances. I determined to halt, and await tbe recovery of my 
foot, while Mr. Pettibone, anxious to tel'lninate a journey 
which had already been protracted to an unexpected leng-th, 
concluded to proceed alone toward St. Louis; and we parted 
at nine o'clock, after having mutually shared the inconve
nienceso(a pedestrian journey through the woods for seventy., 
five days. 

Friday, Jan. 22d. 
Left alone, my impatience of delay increased, and I lost the 

benefit of no application which circumstances, diligence, or 
the united skill of my hostess and myself could supply. 
Forty-one hours thus devoted, superadded to the advantages 
of rest, abated the swelling of my ancle, and enabled me 
without great inconvenience to walk. I determined, there
fore, ~o proc:;ee~ by easy stages for several days, until it became 
sufficiently mv1gorated to permit a bolder step, and crossed 
the Strawberry River this morning at nine. . Proc.eeding with 
an easy pace, and by frequent restino-, I o·ained ten miles by .h d . l) 0 
mg t, an · stopp~d. at th.e Dogwood Spring, a noted resting·-
pl~ce on the dmd10g r1dge between Strawberry and Spring 
Rivers, named in allusion to the cornus florida, abundant 
there.- The alluvial soil continued two miles beyond the 
banks of Strawberry, and for t11at distanceimproved :tarms and 
d.wellings skirted the road; then commenced a calcareous 
r1dge, undulat~d by val~ey~ running parallel to the general 
course of the rivers, sterde m app.e·arance; and wholly with oat 



[mpt•ovements. On every declivity the strata of secondary 
reck w-ere exposed to view. Within five miles of the Dogwood 
Spring I passed a large body of vitreous iron ore, (the brown 
hrematite of mineralogists,) on de8cending a hill on the right 
s·ide of the road.. It liee scattered ov.er the surfaee of .tb.e .earth 
fgr many a.cres. 

Saturday, Jan. 2&1. 
Ten miles beyond this brought me to the hanks of Spring 

River, a large and beautiful stream, which originates in one 
larg·e spring· forty miles above, and, after receiving the river 
Jijlevenpoints, unites with Black River ten miles below. It is 
a clear stream, and affords consid.erable bodies of choice inter. .... 
vale. A mile before reaching it the alluvial soil con1mences. 
Here Indian com, wheat, rye, oa;ts, .cotto~, and tobacco, aH 
:flourish iJ.l the same field .• 

Sunday, Jan. 24tk. 
I was .catTied across the river in a canoe.. A mjle beyondt 

t~Je river bottom terminates, and I ascended .the .calcareoQs 
r-idge of secondary rock which separate its waters from th~se 
of Elevenpoints. Neither the soil, the vegetation, nor geolo
gical character of the country, present any variations entitle!I 
to notice. At twelve o'clock I reached the banks of Eleven
points, and was ren·ied over in a canoe. This stream is nearly 
as large as Spring River, with which it unites thr,ee miles 
above its junction with .Big Black Rive1·. Its waters ar.e 
beautifully clea~, a;nd it ljlffQti;ls .a s,trip of a)luvio,n a mHe a,croSfo 
from hill to hill, · 

Davidsonville, the seat of justice of Lawrence eounty, is 
situated seven miles eastwardly, on the point of land formed 
by the junction of Spring with Black River. It unites tl1e a(l
vantages of an uninterrupted water-communication throu~Lt. 
White River with the Mississippi, and through that with tile 
~cean, but is a place of little note or importattce at present. 
Half a mile beyond the .north bank ~f the Eleven points, t)le 
ridge of se<:ondary calcareous rock, separating its valley from 
that of Fourche a Thomas, is struck, and the road winds along 
throtwh a sterile and uninhabited country for nine miles. -ou 
o,ne ~ the highest elevations of this intervening· ridge, and 
equi-distant from both streams, I passed a bed of blackoxid;e 
o.f manganese. It possesses little weight, is earthy, and .soils 
the finger like soot. Some red oxide is in combination. The 
(jUantity is immense. As day-light withdrew, l entered the . 
~~ll..ey of Fo.urche a Tho-qlas, having trave1led nineteen mil!JS: 

~f ~ 



Mo"ltday, Jan. 2.5tit. 
Fourebe a Thomas is a. stream of lesser size tl~an either 

Strawberry or Elevenpoints ; it affords, however, some excel
lent lands, and the alluvial formation, tl10ugb not exten
sive, is very rich, and several large and well-improved farm~ 
d€'corate its valley. It originates in high-lands forty miles 
west~ and unites with Black River, after winding a course of 
fifty miles. Settlements continue to tl1e nortl1 of this stream 
six miles, and the ridge of high-lauds by which it is divided 
from the Currents River, is less elevated, less rocky, better 
wooded, and better calculated for agriculture, than those already 
mentioned. The distance, therefore, between these 'two streams, 
which is sixteen miles, appears less to the foot-traveller on that 
account, as there is more to occupy the eye, and less t~J weary 
the feet; for while we are viewing plantations, and th(> habita
tions of man occasionally interspersed among- the woods, the 
time and the distance pass imperceptibly mvay, but the unvaried 
barrenness of the wilderness is tiresome. The eye seizes with 
avidity any new object which promises variety, and this variety 
is ever more pleasing when associated with the idea of being 
useful, and capable in some way of promoting the happiness, or 
subserving the economy of human life. The rock strata, where 
apparent, are calcareous, and secondary. The quercus tinetm·ia 
is the most common tree. Two miles before reaching tlu~ 
Currents, the river alluvion commences. Its fructuferou~ 
qualities are at once recognised by the unusual size of the 
trees, cane, and shrubberv, by which it is covered. At three 
o'clock I reached the banks of the river at Hicks' Ferry, and 
was conveyed over in a ferry-flat, or scow. This is the fifth 
river I have passed since leaving Poke Bayou, in a short dis
tance of ninety miles, aU running parallel with each other fron~ 
west to east, separated by similar ridges of calcareous rock, 
having analogous alluvions on their banks, and all discharging 
their waters into Black River, which, like an artificial drain, 
runs nearly from north to south, and, catching their waters, 
conveys them through White River into the Mississippi. 
That singular stream, which itself preserves an exact paral
lelism with the Mississipi during its whole course, is not Jess 
remarkable for the number of streams if receives from the 
west, than for receiving no tributary of any mao-nitude in its 
whole course from the east. This is owino- to a ~ino-ular con
figuration of the country, the examinatio~ of whi~h would, 
perhaps, prove very interesting to the geologist as well as the 
geogra~her, and.possibly.throw some new1ight on the subject 
,ofaUuvial deposits, the Circumstances under which they ban~ . ' 



been formed, their relative ages, ancl other contemJloraneous 
matters, which have not received a proper degree of consitle. 
ration. The lack of tributaries from the eas' bank of .Black 
River, results from the alluvial tract extendin'g from its eastern 
bank to~ the western hank of the Mississippi, and wbicbJtas a. 
gradual descent .from ~he. former to the ~atter, draining· off 
the waters even from w1thm 100 yards of tts banks. On the 
west it is successively swelled, as you tmverStl the country 
from White River northward, by Strawberry, Spl'ing River, 
Eleven points, Fourche a Thomas, and the Currents, aU streams 
of considerable magnitude, and entitled to the particular notice · 
of the future geoA'rapbers of Missouri and Arkansaw. Of these, 
the Fout·che a Thomas is the smallest, and the Currents by 
far the largest. The lattel' is, indeed, a noble stream. It is 
1,000 feet wide at the Fen·y, and has an avel'age depth of 
eight feet. It ariginates in springs in the. Mi10sou:ri bm-rens, 
250 miles west, and affords, in its whole Iengl>b, bodies of alJu. 
vial lands well worthy tbe attention of the planter artd specu· 
lator. Its sources are amidst bluffs of secondary ~imestone, · 
which are extremely cavernous, and atfOl'd saltpetl'e. Our re
sidence for several days in o11e of these caves, whilE! ~ssing 
throuah these regions in the month of Novembe-t• o.f the last 
year, i1as already been detailed in a fot·mer part of tit is jotn'nal. 
·At Hicks'·s Ferry, a town is in contemplation. The site is 
dry, airy, and eligible, and w:il) command many advantages for 
mercantile purposes. A mile and a half north, the aJiuvial 
tract is succeeded by secondary limestone, rising in elevated 
ridges, which serve to separate the valley of Cul't'ents from 
thai of I.ittle .Black River. Here night approached, and I 
stopped six miles north of the Currents, at a farmer's house 
d1at haflpened to be contiguous, l1aving performed a journey <Jf 
twenty-thre~ rnHes. 

Tuesday, Jan. 26th. 
Thirteen miles beyond this, I entered the valley of LittlE! . 

Black River, a stream of clear water ninety feet wide, with a 
t.\Wift current. This is the principal south hra»eb Q[ B}'ack 
River, andjoins the. main stream seven miles befuw.• The al
luvion 011 its banks is not ~xtensiV'e. Some iinpro:vtl'ments are 
however made, and the newness of the buildings, fences, a:a«J 
~learings, indicate here! a!S at el"ery other i.nhabite~ J~Ql'i of the 
road for the last lOO mtles, a recent an~ augment!n~ popul'a
.tion •. · This is chiefly comp()sed of em1grants from Fennsyl
:vania; the Carolinas; Kemtncky, and T.ennessee.. Two mile!; 
north of Little Black River I halted for the night, at an early 
hour, my foot ~i~i~1g !'YDlptoms of returning la~ness. ·nia
.tance fifteen mile&. · 
.t . 
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Wednesday, Jan. 27th. 
The ensuing sixteen miles brought me to the banks of Big 

Black River, a large and rapid stream, being the seventh river 
crossed in a distance of 130 miles; and all of which are ulti .. 
mately united in this. I was ferried over in a canoe, and 
lodged a mile beyond, at a house seated at the intermediate 
points, where the river alluvion is terminated by calcareous 
t·ock. I here found myself in Wayne county, according to a 
late division of Lawrence, by the territorial legislature of 
l\Iissouri. .Agriculture forms the principal employment of the 
inhabitants along· this stream, and its tributaries. A small 
proportion are mechanics, less merchants, ana very few pro
fessional men. The soil and climate· are considered favour
able for the different species of our domesticated gramine<:~. 
Wheat and corn are the surest, and most advantageous crops, 
Rye, oats, flax, and tobacco, are also cultivated, the latter par
tiaiJy; and cotton is also grown, but not as a market crop, 
merely for family convenience, and domestic consumption, 
The raising- of cattle has also engrossed considerable attention 
in this sectiOn of country, and graziers have been well remu
nerated. St. Louis, St. Genevieve, Kaskaskia, and other dis
tant markets, have drawn a part of their supplies from this 
quarter. This business, which was very inviting at first, hav.,. 
ing been carried to excess, has produced a natural re-action, · 
and it is not now considered an object to drive their stock to 
remote markets. · 

. Thursday, Jan. 28th. 
The road from Black River to the river St. Francis, a dis. 

tance of seventeen miles, lies for the first eight miles across an 
elevated ridge of secondary lime-stone rock, intersected by 
deep valleys, running in aU directions, which give it some..,. 
what the appearance of a plain full of high conical hiHR. 
These are covered with a stony soil, that sustains a growth of 
yellow pine. The remainder of tlJe road is carried along a 
gravelly, dry valley, that winds among similar bluffs to the 
river. and there terminates in the aHuvial formation of the 
Sf:. l<""rapcis,. ~ere is a village. of ten or fifteen houses, in- · 
duding a grist-min; and a public ferry is kept by Dr. Bettis. 
The St. Francis is a large stream, and waters a great extent 
of country. Its length is stated at 500 miles; near its head 
are situated the valuable lead-mines of La 1\-fotte, and the 
iron mountain of Bellevieu is situated on its principal south.,. 
western branch. Toward its junction with the Mississippi, 
the lands ~re low ~nd ove~owed. T_he greater part of the fine 
rich aUuVJal margm of thiS stream 1s, however) susceptible of 
~uccessful cultivation, and it is already the s~atof on~ of tlu~ 
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most rich· and populous agricultural settlements in the terri
tory. I crossed the ferry at Battis' at three o'clock, and 
lodged six miles beyond, on the road to St,l\:I ichael's~ having 
travelled twenty-three miles. I have this day observed the 
hamamelis virginica in blossom. 

Friday, Jan. 29th. 
I was on the road toward St. Michael this morning before 

day-light. After travelling a mile, it commenced raining, and 
poured down incessantly, until I reached the next house, 
being seven miles. There, as the rain continued, I remained 
until the next day. 

Saturday, Jan. 30tll. 
The rain continued with extraordinary violence during the 

greater part of the night. The morning· was cloudy and un
settled. I proceeded twenty miles, and lodged near the banks 
of the St. Francis, on the road toward Bellevieu. A vast 
quantity of water had fallen upon the earth, and the streams 
were swollen to an unusual height. Every small brook was 
increased to a torrent, and channels dry at ordinary seasons 
were now filled with water. The earth, also, was completely 
surcharged, and wherever it consisted of alluvion, deep mud 
was the consequence. This rendered travelling very fati
guing. On proceeding five miles along the main road. the 
country became very rough and barren, and here blocks of 
granite were found, reposing promiscuously upon secondary 
lime-stone. 1'bese fragments of primitive rock, at first scat
tering, soon became abundant, and in the course of the suc
ceeding mile I found myself in a region of granite. Here 
the country bore a very rugged aspect, and the road wound 
about among- piles and hills of granite rock, in which no stmti
fication, and no ·order of arrangement, could be observed. 
This is the older red granite of geologists, consisting chiefly 
of flesh-coloured feldspar mixed with quartz, and a very little 
mica, the former ingredient, however, predominating. It ex
tends about twenty miles north-westwardly, and has a breadth 
of about six or. eight, being· surrounde~ on all side~ by sec~m
dary rocks, and is at once the most smgular and mterestmg 
object in the geological cllaracter of the whole valley of the 
Mississippi, so far as yet discovered. So considerable a body 
of primitive rock, in the midst of so unparalleled an extent of 
secondary strata, furnishes an interesting su~ject of inquiry, 
and its occurrence is certainly without a parallel in the scien
tific annals of our country. Its geognostic situation is, how
ever, readily explained l;ly either of the theories at present 
taught; but whether tltis mass of granite is the peak of a pre-
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existing mountain, around which the calcareous rock has suh~ 
sequently been deposited, or whether since ~~pheaved by voi. 
canic fire, will admit of some doubt. The existence of blocks 
of granite, reposing upon calcar~ous rock, a mile dist~nt from 
the main body, and where nothmg short of a volcamc power 
appears capable of having thrown or conveyed them, seems to 
favour the latter hypothesis. 

Sunday, Jan. 31st. 
The weather continued cloudy and unsettled. On reaching 

the ford of the St. Francis I found the river so flooded by 
the late rains, that it was impossible to cross without a canoe, 
and this was wantino-. TI1us defeated in my intention of visit
ing the Irom moun~in, and the granite ridges of Bellevieu, I 
pursued up the ban~s of the north-eas~ern branch of t?e river, 
through a populous settlement, for a drstance of ten m1les, and 
passed the night at a planter's, four miles below St. Michael. 
The g-ranitic rock has been constantly in view. 

Jlfonday, Feb. 1. 
I advanced but three miles thrs day. During the morning 

it rained, and continued,. with occasional cessations, until night. 
Much Iiad been told me of the natural appearances of the 
Narrows, where the river is compressed between lofty hills of 
granite, and of the shaking of the earth, sometimes experi
enced there. It is seldom that these relations of the COlllltry 
1)eople are entitled to any credit, and my own experience 
abtmdantly satisfies me, that the traveller who turns out of his 
way to see snTprising things, on no better authority, is often 
sent on. a fool's errand. I was disappointed, therefore, to find 
the Narrows of St. Francis well worthy of a visit. Here the 
river, narrowed to half its width, forces itself between two ele
vated ridges of red granite, and brawling over its rugg·ed 
bed, pitch~, at successive leaps, twenty or thirty feet in the 
distance of haJt' a mile. These ridges rise to a height of six or 
seven hundred feet, and are capped with oak'-trees, except on 
the sides facing tbe river, where the rock, during the lapse of 
ages, ~!len off, and the fragments rolling downwards, so ac~ 
cumulated as to gi\'e the ridges the appearance of two mio·hty · 
and contUsed piles of granitic stones. No signs of veg·ehtble 
life are found upon them. At the water's edge, there is a vein 
of micaceous iron ore, which is considered silver by the neio·h
bouring people. Some. blocks of greenstone porphyry ~re 
also seen among these mterestin()" mineral ruins. Radiated 
quartz, iron pyrites, and a spec.i~ of massive mountain iron. 
ore, are also the production of thi~ regi<m. The contiguous 
calcaroous strata on the east afford galena and blende. During 
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that remarkable series of earthquakes which this r,ountry, in 
common with all the valley of the Mississippi, experienced in 
December, 1811, and which continued with intermissions until 
1813, larg~ masse:<; of granite rock were shook fro~ these heights, 
and. precipitated mto the valley of the St. Francis. The effects 
of these dreadful earthquakes are still visible in many parts 
of Missouri. and Arkansaw, but the most strikin<>" alterations 
were made in the alluvial district of New-Madril'county, the 
capital ofwhich was, in part, precipitated into the Mississippi, 
and tile natural physiognomy of that country is much dis
_fig-ured by eruptions and by lakes. It is even added, that a 
tremulous motion of the eat·th is still sometimes observable in 
that section of country. The most interesting, and, indeed, 
the only condensed body of facts, relative to these earthquakes, 
which is to be found among the literary papers of the United 
States, were collected and published by Dr. Samuel L. Mit
chill, in the ji1·st volume ([/' the Transactio'JJ,s tj' the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Xew-York. 

Tuesday, Feb. 2d. 
I determined to make another attempt to cross into Belle

vieu by the upper ford of the St. Francis; hut here also I found 
the water too deep, and was compelled to. pursue the more 
circuitom~ route through St. Genevieve county. A mile's tra
velling broug·ht me into St.l\1ichae1,. a village of sixty houses, 
and the county seat of Madison, according to a recent act of 
the legislature. It has three stores anda post ... office. This 
village was originally settled by the French, and has for .many 
years been in a state of decline; bu~ since its selection as the 
seat of justice for the new county, has 1:eceived what is called 
a start, that is, has rapidly improved in appearance. . Here a 
road diverges to St. Gene:.vieve, wllich is situated thirty miles 
east on the banks of the Mississippi. Two miles beyond St.: 
Michael, on the road toward St. Louis, we pass the lead-mines 
of La Motte. The road runs among tlte excavations, which 
are very numerous, and cover a great extent of country. • The 
ore worked is a sulphuret ;. it is found reposing in· beds in 
alluvial soil, without any m.atrix. rrue rock strata here. are 
calcareous: two miles south-west commences the tract of. in
sular granite. These mines haV,e been worked with little in
terruption for a century, and are not yet exhausted; b~t, on 
the contrary, yield as mucll metal as formerly. Large pdes of 
the ore, crystallized. 1.·-p, s.h.injng fi_ace·.·ts_, wer.e lying :ne_ar th~ rr-~-' 
as I passed, and a t}umber of: workmen engaged e1ther IP 

excavations, or smelting. Nine miles beyond the mines 
Vov.AGES and TRAVELS, No.5. VQl. IV. N 
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traveller enters- Cook's &ettlement, a fine. district of land in the 
· interwr of St~ Genevieve county, with a rapidly increasing 
population. Here I repos·ed for the night. · 

Wednesday, Feb. 3d. 
A tract of oceanic alluvion extends from this to the banks of 

Big River, a distance of twenty miles, in the course· of which. 
a number of plantations are passed, . but the country is sus- · 
eeptible of more extensive improvements, and will, no doubt, 
in a short time, attract a portion of that. emigration which is 
now flowing into all parts of the valley of the Mississippi and 

. the Missouri. Murphy's settlement, at the distance of eig·llt 
l'niles beyond Cook's, is already a large and flourishing neigh-

' bcurhood of. industrious farmers, and presents many well-cul
tivated fields, fenced in a neat and substantial manner, with 
young ap{)le and peach-orchards, and framed· dwelling-houses, 

. clap-boarded in toe eastern style. There is also a post-office 
in this settlement, where a mail is received once a-week, a 
school-house, and a physician resident. All these things in
dicate the wealth, the industry, and the intelligence of the in
habitants •. 

Between Murphy's settlement and Big River, there are no 
settlements. As you approach the banks of the latter, the lands 
gradually descend, and terminate in a very rich river alluvion. 
Its width is nearly a mile from hill to hill, and it is the seat 
of numerous plantations· and well-cultivated farms, where 
large quantitieer of wheat and corn are raised. A great pro
portion of the former is floured for eJ[portation, and of the 
latter, d'istilled for the same purpose. This river describes in 
its course the form of a horse-shoe around the extensive lead
mines of Washington county, in the centre of which stands its 
eapitaT, Potosi, and affords some facilities to the transportation 
of goods. It originates on table lands, which separate its 
waters from those of tile St. Francis, and forms a junction 
with the Merrimack thirty miles above the confluence of that 
river with the Mississippi. Near the head of Big River are 
sitmited some of the most extensive and valuable iron-mines, 
though not worked, in America, and the calcareous rocks bor
dering its banks are decidedly the most metalliferous strata, 
in ores oflead, which the United States, or any mining district 
of Europe of- America affords. 

· Thursday, Feb. 4th. 
From this spot, (Hale's on Big River,) the roads diverge 

eastwardly !o St. Genevieve, northwardly to Herculaneum 
and St. Louw, and westwardly to Potosi, which is situated at 
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a distance of fifteen miles; Toward this I iutstened with a 
buoyancy of spirit, consequent upon the reflection that the 
termination of my jouniey was at hand. After crossing the 
ford, and the alluvial bottoms extending westwardly from the 
river, the road winds up a succession of elevated hills for the 
distance of three or fom; miles. Here commences a sterile 
plain, indented with g~ntle valleys! watered 'by innumerable 
rivulets., and cov.ered with a very umform growth of black oaks 
and post oaks, and in the summer season by a vig·orous under
growth of wild grass, flowers, and vines. The soil is a deep 
stratum of red marly clay, interspe1·sed with shivers of hom
stone and jasper, radiated quartz, and heavy spar. These 
.evidences of the existence of lead-ore in the earth denoted 
my approacl1 to Potosi, where I arrived at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, after an absence of ninety days, and having tra.~ 
,veiled more than nine hundred miles. 

N2 



THE PROANS OF ~ISSQUftJ. 
, ' ; ~ t ... ·. • ' .• . ' . 

BY H. R. SCHQOLCR.IJFT. 
' ' . , 

" The things we know are rich and rare .. 
llut how the devil came they there !" · 

' . ' . P'PE's LETTERS. 

WHEN wild!l th;tt ~re l~tely the p;tnther's r(ltr~at, 
·Were turned to plantations and qovered ·with whea~ ; 
When emigtants thickened, and' congress de'l?ates, · 
'.fumed full on the west, and ~bey eut off new states ; 
The king of the metals;(who deep, under ground, · 
Reposed with his subje~ts in slumbe,r profotmd,) 
.A.Iarm'd by the tumult he beard on the earth, 
.From Mexico travelled in haste to Qle north ; 
Nor paused he for riVer, or mountiJ.in, or plain, 
Till he reached the froJJ.tiers of his goldep domain; 
There stopped on a mountain, all reeking with heat, 
('l'be Arkansaw winding along at his feet,) . . .. 
And surveyed with ll.mazement the torre:n:t th~t prest~ 
The stream of migtation that rolled to the west. . 
From mountain to mountain ~ PJ'9Spect he take~ 
From the gulph on the south t~ the northeni lakes, 
And all the wide seene, valley, hillock~ and glen, 
Resounds with the tumult ofbn!iiness arid men : 
They are driving the savage before them· ~Dj~ln; 
And people each forest, and cnlture each plain. · 
He sees how they straggle with fortune and fate, 
H:ow toil to be happy, and pant to be great : · 
He heaf$ the axe sounding on every hill, 
'And 1he woods are re-echoing liberty's thrill: 
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All countries and climates, " the bond and the free,'' 
To people the wilderness closely agree, · 
From Maine's rocky borders the emigrants pour, 
And are leaving the fruitful Connecticut's shore, 
The Hudson, Potomac, and Delawar~, sigh, 
For friends who had quit them, they hardly knew why; 
The exiles of Europe, the poor, theoppress'd, 
All, all;' they are bending their steps to the west. 
One object impels them, one passion inspires-
The rage for improvement, for wealth .the desires; 
And alike in all countries, conditions, and states, 
This passion is cherished, prevails and inflates ; · 
The rich in it see an increase of estate, 
And the poor are still flattered by hopes to be groat. 
Thus season on ~eason new converts engage, 
And support and augment the migratory rage : 
Now here and now thereits direction it turns, 
On Wabash it kindles, on Miami burns, 
And now on the fertile Scioti delights, 
And now on the Washitaw fondly invites: 
Still changing, each season new regions display, 
No boundaries check it, 110 streams can allay, 
No land is too distant, no climate too hot, 
No forest too heavy, 110 stream too remote; 
They move, they inhabit, they cultivate all, 
And were oceans 110 check, would encompass the ball : 
Even now they approach my extensive domain, 
And Missouri alrea<iy is peopled with men. 

Thus the monarch discours'd, and with sorrow oppress'd, 
Full many a sigh shook his glittering breast; 
He thought on the woes he had brought on mankind, 
In countries remote, and in ages behind; 
How fatal his friendships, and yet that his hates 
Had overturned empires,· aml founded new states. 
Of 0 phir he pondered, and passed in review, 
His Mexican robbers, and foes in Peru; 
And he sighed for his friendships so fatally dear, 
And brave Montezuma recalled with a tear: 
And he feare(l that this great, this all-conquering press, 
This progress of empire, stir, business, distress, 
Would not only acquire an unlimited bound, 
But discover his very retreats in the ground ; 
That his subjects and kin would be eagerly sought, 
And wofully handled, and dreadfully taught; 
That they all should be dragged out :with bucket and chain, 
And hammered, and pounded, and melted with pain. 
He knew in such tortures mim take a delight, 
And he dreaded a miner, and hated the light. 
But while thus he debated with reason and fear, 
A sudden commotion resounds in his ear ; 
There were horses and men in· tumultuous throng, 
Came tramping, and talking, and rattling along; 
The farmer was ploughing .in sensible view, 
The woodman he chopp'd, and the. blac~smith he blew;, 
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'l'here were lawyer~ and merchants, all nations and brogues, 
:Scotch, English, 1md French, Irish, Yankees, . and rogues ; 
And a school it was building, a master was found, 
.And was drawing out plans and surveying the ground, 
Suuh a tumult and toil left no reason to doubt, 
~fhat his fears were all true, and a town was lai~ out.: 
:But how great was his tremor, vexation, anQ. hate, 
\Yhen " a state" was re-echoed, " M:i.ssouri, a stat_e." 

In so sad a dilemma, dejected and grave, 
The monarch 'vithdrew to his closet, a cave; 
Bethinking all peaceful to take into view 
The com·s e it were proper a king should pursue. 
;He pondered, and plotted, in fear, and in haste, 
Now gnawed on his quill, and now writ, now erased; 
Alternately flagging in fear and in doubt, 
Or bent on campaigning with courage devout; 
Now bending his thoughts upon leaving the laud, 
And now on the fame of a resolute stand: 
At length, now concluding his foes to harass, 
He resolved to assemble his subjects en nta.sse: 
And appointed a time, and provided a place, 
Where they all might assemble, talk, plan, and embt·ace. 
For, quoth he, to prevent being dragged out to light, 
We more can accomplish by planning, than tight; 
And however the mortals on earth may deny it, · 
There is more to be got without fighting, than by it; 
For though they gain treaties, they lose it in bones, 
And such points are not valued by fossils and stones. 

The monarch of metals, whose absolute sway, 
Not minerals only, but mortals obey; 
Wherever hejournies, whatever betide, 
Has always companions and slaves at his si.de; 
And hide as he may hide, and go where Ire will, 
Has mica-slate, granite, and quartz with him still. 
Hence the king had no sooner resolved on a 11lan, 
Than he bid them proclaim it throughout his domain : 
" Tell the Metals I summon them all to this shore, 
Or in person to come, or by delegate ore : 
To the uttermost mines of my kingdom go haste, 
Search dell, traverse mountain, explore every waste, 
Let no caye be unentered, no rock unexplored, 
Where metal could harbour, or oxide could hoard; 
Every bank, every hill, every stone, every shore, 
Search by fire and by acid, hunt over and o'er! 
That all kin of my ancient and glorious line 
May hear of my summons, a.ud know my de.sign: 
Go tell them, I hail their approach with a kiss, 
I study-their safety, I pant tor their bliss; 
And I would not intrude on their solid repose, 
\Vere it not that my enemies drive me to blows. 
But be cautious, friend Granite, lest thou shouldst be s<tea 
In thy tour by our foes, mineralogical men; · 
l'ly the face of the carlh, keep the underground wave 
By stratum, or cavity, crevice, or cave; ' 
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So our scheme shall be secret, and no body sean . 
Our flinty designs on our enemy-man." ' 

The courier mounted on mettlesome steed 
Departed full gaily, a trooper of speed; ' 
Nor paused he for pleasure, nor stopped he for bait, 
He spurred on through. limestone and sweated through slate· 
II e travelled through gn~ss, whe~e metals were in't; ' 
He galloped through gt·een-strme, and worried through flint; 
He canterad through gravel, where porphyry lay, 
And fl.ound~re? through gypS!tm, and trotted through clay ; 
Nor coultl nemte ~t?p his unparal16led course, 
Though adamant mJured the heels of his horse ; 
But whcne'er his steed lingered, (a hint for hussars,) 
He urged him to canter by pelting with spars; 
For he gave him no rest for l'efreshment or bait, 
'fill he'd traverscll the empire, and summoited the state: 
'!'hen for all his unkilldness he promptly atones, 
By feeding his ho1·se with some beautiful stones. 
A cave on. the Arkansaw, spacious and dread, 
'fhe monarch had chose for the regal parade ; 
Where, guarded by minions, he patiently waits 
'fhe gathering council, and coming debates. 

The first who attended was blue-visaged Lead, 
Who had quitted Potosi in haste, as he said ; 
For his friends they wore many, and occupied ground 
For seventy leagues in the country around ; 
And the moment be hca1·d of his majesty's will, 
He set off with speed over dingle and hill ; 
And so great was his haste, and the journey so far, 
Carried only one friend, it was ponderous spa1-. 
Then raising his voice, though with sonow opprest, 
Thus vented the feelings that burned in his breast: 
"' My friends in Missouri, my kin and compeers, 
A 11 smarting with pains, and all bathed in their tears ; 
After many lo11g years of oppression and grief, 
At length are encouraged to try for relief: 
And assembled in council from seventy mines, 
I bear their commission, and speak their designs. 
It is more than a century, since we were :first 
Discovered by mortals, discovered and cursed ; · 
Since erst we were hunted in rock and in clay, 
And exiled to the terrible regions of day : 
0 that era, no time anrl no sorrows can blot, 
When hunted by ll.eno, and found by La.Motte :. 
0 the11 what a series of grie£'1 was begun, 
What minerals plundered, what metals undone! 
\Ve were picked, ·and were hammered, bruised, injured, and broke 
And jostled in buckets, and smotl1ered in smoke ; · 
We were carried, like culprits, along in a cart, 
.And plunged in a furnace, and tortured with art : 
So heedlessly handled, so rough, ~o severe, 
Our injuries multiplied, year after year, 
Till our woes and our ilisults all measure excel, 
And we feel all the torments of roasting in hell. 
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And what is distrei!sing beyond aU our woes, 
Our tears have turned gems in the chests of our foes ; 
Our blood and our groans have procured them delight, 
And de eked them with riches that dazzle the sight. 
One only solace we have found fhr our woes, 
'Tis the bullets we've sent to the hearts of our foes. 
And yet all we feel in so high a degree, 
0, king of the metals, is suffered for thee ? 
Go therefore on earth, men are panting for pelf; 
Relieve our distress, and discover thyself.'' 

He longer had spoken, hut silver-faced Tin, 
With air consequential, abruptly came in: . 
.And, qaoth he, "Out ofpehbles and aggregate· sand, 
I am come from the depths to obey thy command ; 
But the place of my dwelling, my lonesome repose, 
No name'yet designates, no mortal yet knows; 
'Tis a wilderness all ; ·fro :in the sa-vage and deer, 
No mischief! dread, and no sorrow I fear; 
For they know not my usefulness, nature, or kind, 
And they sweep o'er my hoine like a rattling wind. 
This is all I may venture: a stranger to woe, 
My heart is as light as a Chippewan doe; 
And so sweetly I rest, so securely I lie, 
That chemist and miner I both may defy.'' 
Now Tin was a metal of Cornish descent, 
Where the halcyon days of his boyhood were spent, 
But his kin were so tortured, exhausted, distress'd; 
He fled for relief to the woods of the west ; 
Where, although in retiremeitt, remote, and unseen, 
He often would uoast of European kin ; 
Of friends he had left on the Gallic confineS; 
Or hid in the rocks of Bohemian mines ; · 
Of German connexions, and boast that his name 
Gave Devon her opulence, Cornwall her fame: 
He would even advert to more elderly kin, 
For Asia too, is a country of Tin: 
But the thought of Siam, or of Banka ne'er rose, 
Unmixed with a curse for his Belgian foes. 
And while thus he descanted of ancestry free, 
(Like brainless pretenders of mortal degree,} 
Forgot that his friends were most bitterly poor, 
Had endured many griefs, and had more to endure; 
That their mines were expensive, exhausted, and old, 
And worked at the price of the product when sold. 
However, when thoughts so unpleasant oppress'd, 
He brightened to think of his. fHends in the west: 
J!ow they all lay concealed from their enemies' sight, 
Unburned by the miner, uncursed by the light; 
And of all their rich ores in American ground, 
In Chili alone bad a morsel been found. 

The next who addressed the imperial throne, 
N ?W heaved a deep sigh, and now uttered a groan: 
H1s rusty appearance, and sable attire· 
.Bespoke him aftlicte~ by furnace and ~re: 
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He seemed like some flinty, degenerate ore, 
So dull was his visage, so earthy and poor ; . 
And each bosom with manly compassion was shook, 
When Iron thus pensive and feelingly spoke : 
" If e'er sorrow wasted, or misery bent, 
If pain e'er distracted, de~pair ever rent; 
Or if injury wounded, or feeling oppress'd, 
They now throb, they now rage, they now burn at my breast; 
0 my woes are unnumbered, and all of my race 
Are plunged in despair, and o'crwhelmed in disgrace! 
In vain we from country to country may roam, 
No spot on the earth will afford us a home: 
We are hunted on mountain, discpvered in dale, 
Nor will rock, nor will thicket, nor streamlet, avail: 
In vain the earth hides us, in vain we may groan, 
They find ns in roeks, and extract us from stone: 
All men are our foes, and uuccasing;ly strive, 
'l'o catch us, and bruise us, and burn us alive; 
And such is our number, and such are our fates; 
We are found iu all countries, oppressed in all sta1cs; 
No rock hut aflords us, no ~oils but disclose, 
Our place of concealment, our beds of repose; 
And such is our rustic and simple disguise, 
Every clown may detect, every zany descries. 
Thus sought, and thus ])lig·htcd, in misery high; 
·we hope not, we eamtot-we droop, and we die; 
For our very entrails they arc gnawed and picked oui; 
And who lives without bowels is sturdy-no doubt." 
Here, catching new spirit, he brightened his tone, 

/ Paused, banished his sighs, and thus manly went on: 
" Y ct to all our distresses, for every woe, 
No stop can we put, ar)d no cure do we know; 
For although, like my friend, the unfortunate Lead; 
For your majesty thus we have suflere(l and bled ; 
Still my case is more cruel, my fate mo1·e severe, 
And I still should be soug·ht should you even appear. 
For, though Gold is the object our enemies crave, 
Iron too is of value, on land or on wave: 
And thougl;l you in a gentleman's pocket may glow,. 
I only can furnish the farmer his plough." 

If further of Iron, or its uses ye seek, 
l3id Husbandry answer, let Chemistry speak; 
No art but on this it is forced to depend, 
For aid and assistance, a patron or friend ; 
Without it no trade could exist or progress, 
And mechanics would fall on the tomb of distress·, 
Go call Navigation its use to support, 
And Pharmacy summon, AstrOJaomy comt ; 
Metallurgy also, and Surgery call, 
To join in the praise of this patron of all ; 
Let music. and painting acknowledge its aids, 
For sweetness of sounds, and for beauty of .shades : 
In fine, through all nature, all life, and all art, . 
See this favourite agent mix, enter, impart, 

VOYAGES ana TRAVET.S, Xo. 5. Vol. IV. 0 

97 



98 Groans qf' ~lf'lissouri. 

It fattens our soils, it impregnates our floods, 
Tints the flowers of our gardens, the leaves of our woods, 
"\Ye eat it in food, and we wear it in dre~>s, 
Our constant companion in health or distress. 
It gives the rich hue to the gem of the mine, 
And glows in the features of beauty divine : 
The patron of arts, the philosopher's theme, 
And favourite agent of wisdom supreme. 

He sP-arcely had ceased, when with visage of ink, 
A stranger approaching announced himself Znc. 
He was coldly received, till Galena, his friend, 
Addressing the monarch, assured him 'twas Blende; 
And he would not have ventured on taking the floor, 
Unacquainted with Blende, or his use as an ore; 
And the reason he had not metallic attire, 
He ne'er had been tortured by furnace or fire. 
Thus kindly excusing, without any fuss, 
All ended, when Blende, with some modesty, thus: 
" My home is 1\ifissouri, on Merrimack's shore 
My relatives slumber, a numerous ore : 
}:line Reno can witness, Potosi declare, 
The wealth I possess, and the fame that I share : 
But does any one hear me who doubting opines? 
:My proofs are at hand, I appeal to the mines ; 
But I still am a stranger to pain or distress, 
My sorrows are little, my injuries less : 
No pick-axe or hammer has battered my bones, 
And I peacefully rest with my neighbouring stones; 
For as few or my uses ot properties scan, 
I lie untormented by meddling man ; 
And whatever this august assembly decree, 
But little atfects or my kindred or me." 

Now rosy-faced Copper, a metal of tame, 
The wrongs of his countrJ arose to proclaim. 
His ancient descent we to periods trace, 
Remote as the arts of the civilized race ; 
E'en the primitive ages his ores would amass, 
And Tubal-Cain, he was a worker in brass. 
To ages Jess distant he furnished employ, 
Renowned throughout Egypt, Assyria, Troy. 
So nobly descended, no wonder we trace 
Some lines of ambition and fire in bis face: 
He talks of his ancestry, famous and high, 
And proudly on new metals glances his eye, 
As if crude, or of some alchemistic degree, 
And doubting their honours, if SID@lted per se. 

Such then were his claims, who succeedingaddress'd 
The king of the metals, enthroned in the west : 
'' I rise with emotion my woes to reveal, 
~nd boldly to speak wllat so strongly I feel; 
Unprepared as I am, and all troubled within 
I hope I may still be of use to my kin : ' 
And· I. trust:-'' (here ~e used some pathetic expression, 
Exordmm-hke, or a kind of digression, 
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A rapture of feeling, a burst of the heari, 
Peradventure a stroke of the congressman's art, _ 
Which the muse who reported, and not being near, 
Now fails to remember, as then to o'erhear.) 
" But if any indulgence can justly accrue, 
For services rendered or uses in '1-iew; 
If' aught can arise from chivalric degree, 
It must now, potent monarch, be due unto me! 
Supreme is my power, supreme my design, 
I glow in the palace as well as tho mine; 
I serve in all places to show or excel!, 
I shine on the sfeeple, an(l ring in 1he bell, 
I rNwn' in the statue, in bronze, or in brass, 
And flltlnder in cannon, and glitter in g-lass! 
'l. 11e seaman adores me, his needle and ship, 
I botb l:'lust encompass, adorn, and equip; 
And the h · vy without me, our strength on the dee}), 
No foe could "lncounter, no glory could reap! 
The painter wi,:·out me would llle of the spleen, 
Deprived of his fa .. ourite beautiful green : 
And wrought into wares an incongmo·,ls pile, 
I cause merchants to flourioh, and ladies to smile; 
\Vhence a quadruple charm we in Copper can see, 
Making wealth, beauty, valour, and fashion agree;~ 
But I groan with distresses, I aehe with despair, 
And my kindred they die with the weight of their care. 
Yet it is not from furnace or fire that they flow, 
The miner's oak bucket, or ore-dresser's blow: 
Ah, no! these create nor distress nor alarm, 
!''or our virgin apjJearance secures us from harm. 
Our home is a region all distant and drear, 
Where the tempest is howling oue half of tbe :rear; 
'Vhere the rock towers high, ami the waters divide, 
And Superior lashes the shore at our side. 
Here, lone and neglected, my family groans, 
Confined by the pressure of pouderous stones, 
That are squeezing their bowels, aud crnshiug"their bones. 
And so massy they arc, and so hea~y they lie, 
That we grieve, and we tremble, we pant, and we die. 
0, king of the metals, now hear our request! 
Remove, we beseech you, the rocks fi:om om· breast; 
Allow us the sun, and tbe air, and the light, 
However exposed to our enemies sight; 
:For already oppressed with so weighty a curse, 
A change may be better, but cannot be worse." 
'Vho slowly now entered the parliament cave, 
Looked sooty, and dark, unmetallic, and grave: 
He bowed, but uo' one would his interest promote, 
Fo1· Manganese n'er was a metal of note,: 
Though known to antiquity, hard was his case, 
Called oxya, and metalloid, b1·ittle, and base; 
And, although in the arts he was useful indeed, 
Yet sufferer! for ages to lan~nish and bleed
Unclassed as a metal, unhonourcd in books: 
Till chemists began to examine his looks ; 
' . 02 . 
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For thoug-h found as an o:xyde, an earth-coloured ore, 
They were pleased with his weight, awl the icxtmc he bor~1 
'.fhey studied his daturc hj aciill).nd heal. 
Theu proved him a metal lx•;rond a decdl; . 
Showed what were his U$CS, and dwelt on Ins part, 
In the potter's and ·bleacher's and glassmaker's art. 
Thus rescued from darkness they brightcnecl his name, 
A ud established fm· ever his title io fame. 
'Vhen the monarch first summoned his mctalliue corps, 
And convoked to the cave all his snhjltgate orcs. 
Black Manganese slumbered all peaccti.il in clay, 
On lHerimack, hid from mankind an(l the day, 
Whence rising he sought the congressional c•w~11 
Aml entered all sooty, unpoliRhed, and grave. ,;" 
He lJOwed all respectful, then silently sat, 
Now biting his fingers, now twirling his hnt, 
Jlnl sl·"!.;e not, he w.l~h··d, hut had notbi11g to say, 
Aml sat down io i;car oi!Jns dclwle, aud obey. 
A murmur without uow announced the approach, 
All hot, of a member who cawe in a coach, 
And aU eyes were directed to sec and to know 
What prilwe had arrived with snch tumult and show: 
But they shrunk with amaze!n<m1, when bending in weeds, 
A weeping, pale form, to the comwil proceeds. · 
So solemu, it seemed like a prodi)ral, n·nt 
For es1ates he had sqnnnderetl, or nwney mi~-spcut; 
And many bethought some uutoward design, 
(Some mortal of Pluto in search, or a. mine.) 
Had news of1heir meeting, :md cmno in dis~;·niHe, 
To seek and seenrc the aurilb·ons prize : 
That they all shoult! he erowrlcd wit.h paju~m and dust, 
In a miser's datnp cleset to slumber and ru~t: 
Or profler'd, as prospects should brighten or fail, 
To keep rogues from the gallows, or thiew•s from the jail ; 
No eye but what sparkled, no heart but what hc1tt, 
And some thought of batHe, and some of relre(tt; 
Yet no murmur cs~apecl, e'en the nwuareh of rnines, 
Nor thought of migrations, nor spoke of designs: 
A sileuce ensued like the sleep of the dead, 
So great was their panic, confusion, and drettd. 
llut while thus they reflected in reverie high, 
The stranger his veil threw all pensively by ; 
And they saw with delight a de vic¢ on hi~ bl'<'asl., 
\:OV'here siher commissioned the nJj:di{;ltl gm>~t : · 
'Twas the Genius ofPapel', ofbank-jlaper triu;h, 
A substitute sent, boih for honour ami ca!lli. 
"You will pardon, (the genius des}Iolldillg rltld weak,) 
You will pardon my sorrows, I cannot :yet speak : · 
I am weeping for woes ·which I cannot tmdure, 
For evils I caused, but I never can cur•~· 
I am pini!lg for all that a nation cau claim, 
For honour, for charac1er, credit, and falne : 
And thus plunged in despair, and all burio!l in tears, 
I have sighed for long months, I have wept for loi)g ye;ors ; 
But ,all fruitless, my malady daily ~trows worse, 
And the heavier my sorrows, the lighter my Jlln·sc. 



Gvoans qf .Mis&tntri. 

I first was suspected, it ft·etted me sad, 
This grew to refusal, conviction, an~ bad ; 
And I daily sink deeper and deeper in woe, 
And my friends are all broke, and to ruin we go. 
I once was suppqrtcd by silver-,a~, me ! 
How fatal the friendship, we cotild .not agree? 
For as I grew in credit, he flew. to retreats, 
And slumbered in va!Jlt~, while I flaunted in streets; 
And as I daily rose, so .he daily dec!in'd, 
Ti!l.a dollar in metal we scarcely could :find. 
So gt=ilat..my renown, it sunk deep on his heart, 
And for once·hP..tkterlllilied.·th~>-hutd to depart: 
So be crept off in parcels, a dollar hit~ l<l<:s, 
And they waddle!! away both in boxes an!H<t:e:~. 
Till our Ganks they were entpty, my kindred alon .. , 
Now rnle in oak drawers, and coffers of stone; 
While he to those countriesJms taken a cruize, 
Where paper's applied to a different use. 
'Vhcn therefore your majesty, vexed and in heat, 
Bid all your dependents in Congress to meet; 
There wa~ only one dollar in. silver, lone guest, 
In all the dark vault~ of the wide-spreading west; 
Even that being funded, could not travel out, 
Though he sighed and implored, the CasWer wa'S a lout I 
So he begged I wonld"-(here in a elamorous ron, 
Eehoed, '' counterfeit-paper-rag-swindler, no more;'') 
And the king all enraged seized the genius with might, 
And hurled him amain to the regions of night. 

From so sad an affright; such. tumultuous heats, 
The members had scarcely arrived at their seats, 
When a delegate reinil~g a sati!I->vhite steed, 
Alighting, announced himself Silver indeed, 
He was plainly attired, anu·without any fuss, 
Aceeslcd the monarch full wittily thus:-
" My favour;;; to win, and to find my retreat, 
'Vhilc morlals toil, jockey, dntdge, murder, and cheat, 
'Vhilc merchants aN broken. and lawyers are bent, 
To gain my acquaintance-at twenty per cent. 
For me, while the miser ai midnight may groan, 
And the cretlitol"'s turning his heart into stone, 
'Vhile dullnesc; through me, is fbr tak•nts caress'd, 
And merit without me, is 1rierit unbless'tl; 
While for me, female beauty is worshipped by mau, 
And fiiendships are proffered, and hatreds began, 
For me, while inventions and Htshions are made, 
And honour is sullied, and virtue betrayed; 
Sure iu such au assembly of metal as this, 
I may safely all fears of detection dismiss; 
And regardless of danger, unmindful of woes, 
Describe the retreats where my kiudreu repose: 
On Tennessee's borders they slumber in lime; 
On Arkansaw known ft·on1 the earliest time; 
On Red River strewed by Almighty fiat, . 
And dispersed on the shores oft~ pleasant La Platte. 
The Sabine, the Trinity, Tech{l, and Del Nol'!le, 
Glide smooili along banks which my treasur-es aftord; 
And llJY hlood many a vein, nook, and cavity 1\lls, 
Iu ~\lcxico':; .!!Immtain~, aml qnatiz-covcrcd hili~. 
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For these I determine, for these I appea1•, 
Their safety my trust, apd ilieir danger my fear ~ 
But I plead not for par.leys, men caJ.mt>t'grow worse, 
And I fear less their to.rtures than they do my curse." 
Now members anived in.a bod)! so dense, 
A throng so tumultuous; motley,' immonse, 
And so rapid they spoko,, with snch.fury of word, 
That the mus,e was unable to hear oi record; 
And so ill could she list to an orator's rave, 
She determined to quit the congressional cave ; 
Yet before her departtrrc recognised a few, 
"'Whose forms were familiar, whwse visage she knew;· 
There was Bismuth from. J\:anzas, and Scheele from the Plein; 
And Nickel from,. Yr.zdo; and Frarie Du Chein; 
Platina from 1\;!.ora; from .Erie Uran; 
From Yel!&'l1stone Arsenic; Chrome, from Han ; 
With C::ol.l'a!t, and Mercury, high fi·om;the Stony; 
Col.!;,tiibian, Cerhun, gray Antimony, 
All jumbled together in contact so hot, 
•Twere hard to decide or who spoke or who not! 
They bawled, and they ranted, .they bogged, and they press'd, 
Now :flush'd with. delight, now with sorrow doprcss'd, 
And $UCh heats were bcgat among metals and stones, 
That the ~ave 1jJle£l wilih· sulphur, and bellowed \Vith groans ; 
And the earth, as if grasped by omnipotent ll)ight, 
Quaked dr~d£ul, and shook with the throes of atll'ight; 
Deep northwllordlyrolloo the electrical jar, 
Creating amazement, destmction, and war ; 
The rivers they boiled like a pot over coals, 
And mortals tell prostrate and pra_yed tbr their souls : 
Every rock on on~· borders cracked, quivered, and shrunk, 
And Nackitosh tumbled, and New Madrid sunk. 

Now the Monarch of Metals.perocivh)g it vain, 
Or the heats to allay, or tho peace to regain, 
Exerted a power to royalty dear, 
And prorogued tlle convention to m<1et in a year; 
But afterwards 1earninp; !!ow mootals dislre!is'd 
Were shook with affright, and were leaving the \H~Ht; 
Exulted: he saw from:au accideilti flow, 
\Vhat planning and fighting might never bestow ; 
That the progre~s ofel!Jj)ire was partly alh.tyed; 
That emigrants flagged, and plantations deca_yc<l ; 
And they now. might !~~pose without thil1ldng with woe 
On the crucible, ham~:u:er, pick, burket, and hoc ; ' 
That a spirit was dampened, which drlviug amttin 

.Forboded such grief to: his golden domain; ' 
And be fancied the dread would a season arrest 
The fame, population, and growth of the west ' 
""''hen, therefore, the monarch maturely surveyed 
The woeful effects whioh a qnaJtrtil had nuu4c; 
All stately he rose, and proclaimed tim behest . 
Dissolving the sittings, and all ;was at rest. ' 

So gre.at was the tumult, eo.nfu~, arid gr001111 
Such horrors arose from the e!a.Shing of stones. ,' 
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