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PREFACE. 

• , IN proseutlug this Uttlo volume to tlle llubllo, 
1 do so with tho hot)e tllt\t it will itutlart muoll 
intcrostlug o.ud vu.hu\ble information that could 
be coll~cted nnd preserved alone by the bisto· 
rian. Tho work was begun more thun three 
years t\go aud the tu.sk, though arduous, ht\S 
been a pleasant one. One wl1o has not experi· 
euced it would not imagine the time and labor 
required, and the difficulties one enco}lnters in 
pteparing even a small book like this.' · 

The archives of the county have been search­
ed and carefully compared, newspaper files for 
many years back ha~e been gone over, and per­
sons from all parts ofthe county have been in· 
terviewed u.nd their statements compared. The 
·tru.diti-ona.ry matters are not 'he stn,tements of 
one or two alone,.but usually the corroboration 
of ma.ny. In fact no pains have been spared to 
make it reliable. Perhaps much of interest has 
been omitted, but it would be impossible to pro­
cure or pl.tblish all. 

There tntl.y bo ttn oct'nsionttl mistltke, u. fow 
. gmmumtlcttl and typogrttphicu.l errors such tts 
are littble to occur in u.ll 1>rinted mutter, but 
n.uy intt'lligmtt l'Ntdor will rendily understand 
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the meaning and overlook the defects. 
The pritll;) of the book ($2,00) may soom large 

for such a snmll book, but the St\le is neoessarlly 
limitod, nut\ thoqe now contt:aotl\<.l will bring a 
Yery sumllreturn for the time, lnbor nnd cnsb. 
,,xpended. The somewhat irregular arrange­
ment is caused by delay in procuring the mat­
ter. This is especially true of the biographies. 

I wish to tender my thanks to the newspa-

' 

pers for their favorable notices, the many old \ 
citizens for the information they have freely 
given, and to those who have rendered substan-
tial aid by subscribing for the book and taking 
biographical space. Trusting the work may 
meet with general approval, and that those who 
purchase or read it will ever remember me 
ldndly, it is submitted for your perusal. 

J. A. STURGES. 

Pinoville, Mo., NoY. 1, 1897. 
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SKETCH OF MY LIFE. 

I was born in McCoupln county, llllnols, A.ugust 
26, 1850. My father, now of Moline, Kansas, was 
a native of Connecticut, but when he was an in­
fant his parents moved to Ohio. My mother, 
Nancy Ann Sturges, was a daughter of Richard 

;· and Celin. Chapman, who emigrated from North 
Carolina to Ill. in 1818. When 1 was about seven 
years old my father bought land in Montgomery 
county and improved a f1um, and that was my 
home until18i5. \Ve had about 400 acres in cul­
tivation, and I know what farm life is. After se­
curing a fair education, I read law with R. Mc\Vil­
liams, at Litchfield, Ill., and was admitted by the 
Supreme Court of that state in January, 1Fl76. The 
following spring I located at Litchfield where I re­
mained one year. I won my first case in the cir­
cuit court, also in the supreme court, for which I 
received a fee of $100. 

In 1877 I went to Kansas, where I lived four 
yl'nrs. While there I procured the incorporation 
and drafted the first ordinances ofthe City of Pitts­
burg, and served as City Attorney one year. I 
came to McDonald county Dec. 10, 1881, and have 
tried to farm, taught school, practiced law and 
published a newspaper ever since. Was a Repub­
liean until 1882, when I allied mysl'lf with the 
Demoeratio party, which I supported until 189-1, 
eXN'pt tht' eounty ti('kd in 1RUO. In 18£J.l l return· 
ed to the lh'pubii('tl.n pnrty. Was presiding judge 
of this county from 1887-00. 

Pt>brunr}• i7, 1876, l was married to Miss Inez E. 
Cheney, of Litchfield, Ill., who .was born in Ver• 
mont, but came with her parents, Zerra. and Mary 
Jane Cheney, to Illinois when a small child. \Vf!' 
have three boys-Harry, Isaac and Albert, dead, 
and two girls-Claudia and Josephine, and one 
boy- Daniel Richard (Dick), living. 



BISTOII.Y 01' MCDONALD CO'ONTY. 

HISTORY OF McDONALD COUNTY. 

CHAPTER I. 

LOCATION AND TOPOGRAPHY. 

McDoNALD CouNTY issituatedintheextreme 
southwest corner of the state, having the Indi· 
an Territory for its western boundary and A:t.. 

·kansas for its southern. Newton county lies • 
north, and Barry, east.. In addition to the mag· 
netic variation, the west line of the state bears 
west which makes the county three-fourths of a. 
mile wider at the south side than at the north. 
The south line bears north of east, making the 
county nal'rower at the eo,st side than at the 
west. Thl' tWt\H\1 dhnousions of tho county 
within. a few rods from nol'th to sonth t\ro, at the 
west end 18 1·2miles;attheetLstend171·4miles. 
From east to west, on the north line it is 80 3-4 
miles, and 30 miles on the south. It therefore 
cotains about 550 square miles. The general , . 
altitude above the sea level is about 1100 feet. 
The surveys of the county show that from the 
wate1•level in the streams to the summit of the 
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highest hills is 365 feet. This elevation ts 
reached either by gradualasceutfrom the mouth 
to the source of the water courses, or by an ab· 
rupt rise, in places being almost perpendicular. 

It bas been quite a difficult task to ascertain 
the origin of the name, ~ut ~_!_l_~!l~_()ld settlers 
state !.hat-the-county_ was n~tmed after ari. ()ffi. 
cer iri the Revolutionary War. Dr. Duval and W. c:·Price think he was one of Marion's mt>n. 

The surface of the county is quite dive-rsifi(ld. 
In tho northw~st corner, or Mt\rly so, a pointof 
SworsPrairieprojects into this county, there be· 
ing perhaps 300 acres of prairie land this side of 
the Newton county line. There is, also, a small. 
body of prairie land near the northeast corner of 
the county, called Mitchells prairie, from a fami­
ly of that name who settled there in the early 
days. White Rock prairie is a. small body of prai­
rie land in'WhiteRock township. Itderivesits 
name from the white, chalky appearance of the 
stone which is found there in large quantities. 
In the southwest part of the county, the Cow­
skin prairie extends some five mile square, and 
contains some very fine farms. 

Between the various valleys and streams are 
uplands covered with all varieties of timber 
grown in this part of the state. These uplands -
are, usually, comparatively level, andarecalled 
Flat Woods. This name was applied by th~ · 
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southern people who settled here in the early 
days, and signifies "barrens . ., Until within the 
last few years they were supposed to be worthless 
but are now being rapidly put into cultivation, 
and have proved to be quite productive. Many 
of the best farms in the county are now on this 
"barren" land. Along the valleys pertaining 
to all the streams the bottom lands are generally 
fertile, and produce all kinds of crops in a.bnn· 
dance. The soil in t\11 ptU'ts of tho county is 
much mo1·o 1n-oduotlve than it t\PP~t\rs to bo to 
one whoisnotu.cquainted with it. Clover grows 
rankly on the hilltSidesand uplands that appear 
to be covered with nothing but gravel. Blue 
grass does _quite well when it is once set, but it 
is difficult to get it started. Orchard and other 
grasses where tried, have generally proven a 
success, but up to the present writing the ex­
periments have not been very extensive. Fruit 
trees grow rapidly and come early into bearing, 
w bile small fruits of almost every variety scarce­
ly ever fail, and are of the :finest quality and 
flavor. 

Between the valleys and watercourses and the 
uplands, are usually ranges of hills. They are 
generally steep, high and often rise in perpen­
dicular cliffs. These abrupt hills and hollows 

· are called brakes, and are generally worthless 
except for the timber and for range, or pasture. 
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These brakes are not confined to any locality, but are contiguous to all the streams. The largest bluffs are found along the river where in places they rise perpendicularly several hundred feet, and form some of the grandest 
scenery in the Great Southwest. Along the southern border of the county the surface is 
generally broken, and in the southenst part the hills rise almost to the magnitude of mountains. The valleys and coves in this broken part of the county are, however, exceptionally rich, and contain many fine. farms and prosperous in­habitants. 

WATEU COURSES: 

Beginning in the northwest l)a.r&ofthe county, 
the first stream of note is Buffalo creek, which enters the county on the north line about five and one-half miles from the northwest corner and bears south and west, passing into the!ndi-an Territory near Tiff City. It is a beautiful stream of water fed by springs, and along its 
bottoms are some of the richest farms in the county. It was named many years before 3' whitemaneverthoughtof settling on its banks. -I have not been able to learn his name nor the date in which he made his '"journey, but have 
been reliably informed that the name Buffalo, was given this creek by the first Catholic Mis­sionary that ever visited the Indians ofthis part 
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I of America. During his journey considerable heavy rain fell and the creek, as well as the river rose until it was past fording, and the party was obliged to go into camp between the two streams until the water ran down. While thus delayed a buffalo cow was killed by one of the party and the robe~ or skin, was preserved. From this event the missionary gave the name Buffalo to the creek and Cow Skin to the river. A very pretty origin for the names of two of the most noted streams in our county. 

Next south of this is Patterson creek, named from John Patterson, an old bachelor who settled on the creek about the year 1833. The creek rises about two miles west of the town of Anderson and runs· principally west, passing · into the Territory about a mile south of Tiff City. South Indian creek takes its source at a large spring in the town of Rocky Comfort and runs south of west for some tenor twelve miles where it connects with the main creek which has its . source in Newton county, and enters McDonald county about twelve miles from the3northeast corner. The main creek flows south and west from where it enters this county, and empties into Elk river just above the old town site of Rutledge. This is one of the most beautiful of streams; throughout its entire length the rich bottom lands, :fine farms, herds of all kinds of 
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stock and comfortable, home-like houses and 
barns, impress one with the belief that he is in 
one of the favored spots of the earth. Many years 
ago, in the earliest settlement of this part of 
Missouri there was an Indian camp on this creek 
just about where it now crosses the north line 
of this county. The name was given it from 
this Indian camp. 

East of this, and still in the nortl;l.ern part of 
the county are the North and South Elk Horn. 
These two streams each rise from springs and 
are fed by the same means. The Valleys are 
narrow but very productive, and many nice 
farms are found along these two streams. 

Many of the older inhabitants do not remem­
ber the origin Qf the name, but Ihavebeen able 
to glean the information that it was formerly 
the grazing and stamping ground for heards of 
elk, and the name was given on account offind­
ing horns of these animals along the two streams. 
Mr. John Roseberry, now deceased, more than 
sixty years ago found an immense set of elk 
horns in that vicinity. He was a large, tall 
man, but the horns were so large that when the 
tips were placed on the ground he could stand 
strn,ightunderthecrown. This may seemsome­
what incredible, but it is vouched for by so 
many reputable citizens that it is given as an 
absolute fact. 
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In connection with tills part of the county we 
have gleaned the following littleromancewhich 
we give as a. beautiful illustration of the dusky 
heroes and lovers of long ago. Perhaps it will 
be of sufficient interest to pardon the digression. 

THE STORY 
Long before there were any white settlers in 

any of the south western counties of Missouri a 
band of Indians used to make their annual hunt­
ing expe{litions through this country. One of 
their regular camps was on Indian creek near 
the north line of this county. From this camp 
they would scour the country for miles around 
in search of game. Among this tribe was a young 
warrior who had long, in vain, sought to gain 
the love of a. dusky maid who proved adverse to 
all his entreaties. One evening after his prof­
fered love had again been rejected, in his lonli· 
ness and despair, he went out in the stillness of 
the night and, gazing on the starsthattwinkled 
so brightly, as if in mockery of his anguish, he 
breathed a prayer to the Great Spirit to make 
him worthy of the maiden and to enable him to 
gain her love. At length, worn out by his mel· 
ancholy vigils, he wrapped himself in his robes 
anl laid down to pursue in his troubled dreams 
the thoughts that would not leavehismindeith­
er a wake or asleep. 

The next morning he started out on his usual 
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hunting trip, and during the day visited the-lo· 
cality where a herd of elk were known to use. 
Being unsuccessful in his search for game, he 
wandered around until late in the afternoon, tired 
and thirsty, he concluded to go to the big spring 
at the head· of North Elk Horn, and spend the 
night there alone. As he came near the place 
he heard the scream of a woman and the angry 
snort of an elk. Rushing down the hillatlight· 
ning speed, he saw a large male elk just as it 
struck the maid, and heard a stifled groan as she 
rolled on the ground and was trampled beneath 
the feet of the enraged animal. One twang of his 
bow sent an arrow on its death-dealing mission; 
an instant his hunting knife gleamed in the sun, 
then sank deep in the side of the animal, which 
rolled over and died. The warrio(gathered the 
insensible form of the girl in his arms, and as 
he looked in her face beheld the object of his 
affections. He carried her to the spring, bathed 
her in the cool water and in a few moments she 
revived. Her injuri(js were not serious, and for 
many long and happy years that elk's horns 
stood over the door of their wigwam, the grandest 
of all his trophies. Ever after that spring was 
called the Elk's Horn, and the name was event­
ually extended to the two beautiful streams. 

Kings creek rises south of the center ofRich­
wood township and runs principally south and 

... 
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:c!:s:.-: empties: irito ·Big Sugar' creek in-:;center,town-_ 
.:~-,--, ship.2:ririles below PowelL :·.It was named from 
-::::.:. .Tohil B. __ King the first settler. ·He was a la.w­
·r·::. · yer,.sa.w. mill mana.nd:figured quite prominently 
:.:.. .. :.in the Pine War which occurred in the early set­
._,,_,;0,tlement·Df the .county. 

; ·~ ~;i Mike creek. rises in Richwoud township near 
.::.·L : .-the. Barry~county line, and runs south and west, 
c,,;;:.emptying into Big Sugar cr~ek about one mile 
;:~c -.:..~a.bov:e themouth of Kings creek. · The-name was 
:.:~ .-~ -- .given from the :first settler on that stream, Phil-
.:·_ ip Michael, who located on the farm now-owned 
.1·. ·by Henry Green Fox, .in the year 1857 . 
. · :: ·:: Big Sugar creek has its-source-in Benton Co., 
. . ; ·_ Ark., and,. enters this count;)r:in Mountain town-

ship near the southeast corner, runs north and 
'! ·. . >principally _ . west to the :town of Pineville 
~··'· ;:: where it unites withLittleSugarand forms Elk, 
. •; _ or Cowskin .river. Little Sugar rises in Benton 

county, Ark., enters this county at Ca.verna in 
White Rock township, and runs west and north 

. until it makes the connection above mentioned. 
The two streams derive their nattles from the 

·· quantities of sugar maples that formely grew in 
, .: ·, great numbers along their bottoms. There us­

. ed to be a number of sugar tree orchards on these 
.. · two creeks, and the early settlers were abundant­
.~ ·ly supplied with maple syrup and sugar. 

• .. Little Missouri is the name of a. stream tha~ 
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has its source in White Ro~k township, ' runs 
nearly west and empties into Little Sugar creek. 

Mil~ creek lies in the southern part· of Pine­
ville township and connects with the river just 
above the town of Noel. It derives its name 
from a saw mill erected near its mouth by Moses 
Martin about 1835. It was operated by horse 
power, ·and afterward a pair of corn burrs were 
added. South nnd southwest of this is Butler 
crt~ok which omptios il1to tho l'ivor just below 
tho town of No<.11. 'rho uppor part of this strl'tuu 
is cnllod Door crook; so cttllotl from tho numor· 
ous herds of door found there in early days. 
BuUor creek was named from Chas. Butler who 
settled at the place now owned by Chas. Heath 
about the year 1840. 

Elk River, also called Cowskin, is formed, ns 
stated, by the junction of the two Sugar creeks 
at the town of Pineville, and flows principally 
west, meandering north and south at various 
parts. From Rutledge it· flows nearly south 
about three miles, then bears north until it 
crosses the state line and enters the Territory 
about two miles north of tht~pamllelon which it 
starts; thence westwt~rdly until it emptios into 
Gl\tnd rivorin tho India.n Territory. This stream 
was decln.red na vign.ble by act of Congress many 
years ago, but it has never been practical for 
th!Lt·purpose, there being too many narrow and 
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shallow places. The valley or bottom is from 
one-half to' two miles wide and the soU is very 
rich. Many large and productive farms are 
along its banks and the owners u.re counted way 
up in the thousands in wealth. . 

·Honey creek rises in Arkansas, runs across 
the corner of the county, passing through 
Southwest City and iuto the Territory. 

There are various other small streams and 
vnUQys t\loug which tm.l !oui1d uumy }ll'Oduotivo 
fm·m~:~, but tho nbovo nro tho prlnolpnl wu.tor 
coursos worthy of note. 

These streams are nll fed by springs, and the 
water is usually cold. One peculiarity of the 
smaller water courses is that they become "lost'' 
or run under ground much of tho way. At one 
point the wate1; will be running like a mill race, 
perhaps fifty yards below the bed will be per­
fectly dry, then again t~ water comes to the 
surface going with a rush until it again rises 
and so on until it reaches a larger body. 



# .. •• 

...... EARLY SETTLEMENT. J 

THE early.settlers of. McDonald .c9m;tty, like 
those of. all other localities, located along the 
creeks and river.-bottoms .... Here were ~bundant 
springs of pure, cold water, tha .streams were 
alive with :fish. and an.abunda.nceofgame:ran.ged 
near these water courses .. ·The soil was ex-
tremely fertile, prod,ucing .. almost , .miraculous 
crops of all grains and .vegetablesF .. while the 

. . • uplands. called .. '· ~barrens" or "fiat woods", were 
. ,considered almost ... worthless for agricultural 

1purposes . 
. -Filled .with a restless.-desire,for.pioneer life, 
the .inhabitants of other states began to settle in 
these lonely valleys soon after the state was ad­
m.itted into the Union ... Here, in the solitude of 
the forest3, with only .the breezes whistling in 
the trees, the rippling of the water or the cries 
of wild animals and birds to wake the stillness, 
these men made their homes. Here many, , 
many miles from any town or post office they 
reared their families, and here some of them 
have long ago found thoir nttrrow homes.· Tho· 
firstsott.l(\1' within tho prcsont boundm·y of this 
count.y of whic.h wo lmvo bem1 nblo to lo~rn WtLS 
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Valentine, commonly called Telty, Miller, and 
wife K~ty (Workman) andonly son, Levi, who 
settled in Elk river bottom on what is now . 
Known as the Peckfarm,'inElkRivertownship,· 
in 1827. He brought a copper still with him 
from North Carolina and for a while manfactured 
whisky. He also ran a set of burrs·for grind­
ing corn. His machinery was operated bywater 
power. In a few years his temporary cabin 
was replaced by a more comfortable log~ house 
which, though sadly dilapidated, is still stand­
ing. Some fifteen years afterward they~buried 
their only son on the bank of the ri\"er, and in a 
few days departed for California where the old 
people died. 

About 1830 a ~amily by the name of Friend is 
said to have settled on what is now the Langly 
farm on Elk river. 

Abram, Elisha and Jacob Testerman, came 
in 1833, and settled on Elk River. Four years 
later (1837) Abram Testerman and Margery 
Buzzard were married and settled on Indian 
creek about one fourth of a mile below where ·t.ho 
town of Lanagan is now located. This is said 
to be the first marriage in this county. 

During the early thirties R. Laudei·dale, P. 
Williams, Bl1.'~Vius, Matlwws and n :ft~w ot.hor 
fttmllh'H, in nll ttbout forty P{'l'HOnH, ~l'ttletl in 
this count.y. Lnntll'l'dnlo ufterwt~l'dti sut.tled on 
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Indian creek on the place now occupied by Bob .. 
Laudordo.lo. Some of tho oth01·a settled on 
Indlu.n orook nud tho rost ln tho vicinity of tho 
present sito of Pineville. 

Among the other early settlers in this part of 
the county were Hugh L. Testerman, who came 
here in September, 1839 and is still living a 
quarter of a mile east of Pineville on the farm 
he has owned for more than half a century. A 
family by the name of Nicely settled on the 
river below Pineville about 1840, two Noelfam­
ilies and George Mosier, near the same time. 
About this timeitappearsthat Augustus Friend 
owned the Marshallfarm, whichhesoldtoJacob 
Wallace in 1842. Mrs. Wallace afterward sold 
to Marshall. 

Hamilton Moffett and family, also his two 
married sons, Elam. nnd William, with their 
familie(settled on Indian Creek and near the 
mouth.of •Elkj Horn in 1840. Elam Moffett, 
father of J. H. Moffett who nowresides in Pine­
ville, settled the place known as the old Moffett 
farm at the mouth of South ElkHorn. It is now 
owned by Elihu Hendry. Prior to theiradvent 
into this county, Jonathan Blair a Presbyterian 
minister had _settled a short distance below the 
Elam Moffett place, and also owned the present 
site of M~Natt's mills. He operated a small mill 
at that point in the latter part of the 30 s and 
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early 40's. John and Jim Mayfield and Bill 
Olevelnmllivocl ou Indian Ol'cek Ut'f\l' Erie prior 
to 18lll.l. Somothne in tho UO's John llmn•rell 
lived on Big Sugar creek six miles northeast of 
Plnoville. Dr. Clark Wttllace is also among the 
settlers prior to 1840, and Joel Meador, who still 
lives on Indian creek. 

Among the others who located in this county 
prior to 1840 are found the names of James W. 
Tatum, Eligah Witten, and Pleasant Smith. Mr. 
Tatum still lives on Beaver valley one half mile 
above the town of Anderson. 

The above comprises the principal part of 
those who came to this county prior to 1840-2, 
and settled within the present limits of Anderson 
Erie, Elk River and Pineville townships. I have 
httd to rely wholly on tho momory of tho older 
settlers for this information, which is substan· 
tially correct, although the names of a few may 
have been overlooked or forgotten. 
, The early settlements in the other parts of the 

county will be given by the municipal townships. 
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CHAPTER m 
COUNTY ORGANIZATION. 

Prior to 1833 Crawford county embraced all of Southwest Missouri. In that year Green county was organized and for two years Spring· field was the county seat of the present area of McDonald county. 
In 1835 Barry county wasestablishedwhichin· : eluded all of the territory which is now Barry, McDonald, Newton, Jasper, Lawrence, Barton, Dn.de, and 11n.rt of Cedo,rcounties. After consid· ern.ble strife over the location ofthecmmty.scat, the town of MountPloasantwusostu.blishod and the county sout located t!1ere. It was about one n.nd one·half miles west of the present site of Plorco CH.y. In connoctiou with this placo wo givo tho following intol'l'sttng rc.nuinb;cenqo which was published in tho Newton County News in July 18UG: 
ccAway back in the thirties Newton, as well as a number of other counties, was a part of Barry county and the county seat of Barry was Mt. Pleasant and was located about one and one-half miles west of Pierce City. The court house was built of logs. A fine spring was one of the at· 
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tractions of this county seat. Barry county then 
. embraced the large territory of what is now Barry 

Lawrence, NewtonandMcDonaldco11nties, anda 
partorallofJaspercounty. Capt. Ritchey, of 
Ritchey was born in that county seat and his fath· 
or, thelu.toJudge Hitchoy, was eloctedconstn.ble 
the same day on the Demo~rn.tictickot. Newton 
county was cut off from Barry in 1837 and since 
that time McDonald county has been formed from 
partofNewton. Thefarmon which Mt. Pleasant 
was located was settled by an old gentleman 
known as Uncle Sampson Lanna. After Barry 
county had been divided up. into other counties 
Mt. Pleasant was no more a county seat, and a 
man by the name of Wilds purchased tho farm 
in 1870 and iutondod to build u. co.stle above tho 
spring, but through some mh;fortuno ho commit­
ted suicide and the castle was never built. Noth· 
ing remains now of tho onco county seat oxcopt 
tho spring, whieh <1ontinuos to furnish its puro 
bO\'omgo us whc•n in dttys of yore tho county 
ofticors quenchocl tlwir thirst at its fountain. 
Tho train passes just by tho old county seat spot 
now, but nothing can be seen but a big field of 
waving corn and shocks of wheat." 

The first session of the county court was held 
at Mount pleasant, February 16, 1835, and Barry 
county was divided irito townships. Nearly all 
of the present limits of this county, also the 
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southwest part of Newton county was designated 
as Elk River township. It was bounded as 
follows: Commencing at the southwest corner 
of the State thence north on the line between 
Missouri and the Indian Territo1·y to the divide 
between Lost creek and Elk River, thence east 
on said divide to the linebetweenRanges30a.nd 
81, thence south to the State line, thence west on 
Arlmnsas line to the corner stone botweon Mis­
souri n.nd ArlttLnSti.S. The remainder of this 
county, a. strip eight and one·hn.lf miles wid.e off 
the onst end, wn.s included in Indian creek town· 
ship, which also, embraced a considerable part 
of the present limits of Barry county. Thus we 
see that Elk River township has the distinction, 
by several years, of being the oldest township 
imthecounty. Thissectionofcountry, however 
re1nt\ined. but a short time subject to the jurisdic­
tion of Barry county. By an act of the State 
Legislature, December 31, 1838, Newton county 
was established, and McDonald became a part of 
thatcounty. The boundary of Newton county 
extended two and one-half miles further east 
tlum our presont lino botwoon this county and 
Dt\rry, tlmt is to tho southwest corner of section 
2!3. T.~l. R. ~!)thence north, iuste:.dof the cente-r 
of section 33 as it now is. The north line 'vas fixed 
on the section lines running due west to. the 
Nation line from the intersection of the four corn-
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· ersofsections1S, 14, 23, 24 T. 28, R. 29, making 
the new county about 46 miles from north to 
south and about 33 miles from east to west. 

Pursuant to th~ report of the commissioners 
and. the order of the county court, the town of 
:Neosho was laid out in November, 1839 and the 
county seat established at that place. For the 
next decade this was a part of Newton county. 

An net was pnssod Murch 3, 1849 proYiding 
for tho est~tblisluuont of 1IcDonnld county, and 
the organization wns completed under tlmt act, 
but wus attached to Ne>vton county for the 
purpose of electing a representative until1857. 

Considerable trouble was experienced in 
establishing the county seat, a. more extended 
account of which will be given in the history of 
the towns. The commissioners to select a county 
seat were James Mayfield,· Oliver Hickox and 
Joseph Pearson, of Newton county. They met 
at the house of J. C. McKay, which stood near 
the confluence of the two Sugar creeks, and his 
residence was designated as temporary court 
house. An election was called which resulted 
in the selection of Rutledge as the county sent 
where it remained until preman{'ntly located at 
Pineville in 1&17. During this contention be­
tween the two rival towns two sets cf offcers 
were claiming title and rival courts were car­
ljed on, one at Pineville, the other at Rutledge. 
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The first election resulted in the selection of 
Murphy BroWn of Rocky Comfort, John Oliver 
and Abram Testerman ascountyjudges, Burton ~ 
McGhee, clerk, A. A. Hensley, sheriff and Til­
lotson Pearson treasurer. .Those officers organ­
ized court at Rutledge in 1849, ·but Brown re­
fused to take ptu•t in tho t1•u.nsu.ctions being of 
the opinion that tho court should be hold at 
Pineville. J. K. Mosier, William Duval, Jr., 
and Benjamin Cooper organized court at Pine­
ville, which was then called Maryville. John 
B. Kiug served as clerlr, A. D. Flinn, sheriff 
and collector, and J. J. Hackney, treasurer. 
Cou1·t was held at J. C. McKay's residence, 
abovementioned. Little but trouble and confus­
ion resulted from these rival courts and officers 
and many of the people refused to pay taxes until 
the dispute was finally settled a few years later. 
The transactions of the PineYille court were 
generally ignored, but according to the state­
ment of some of the old residents, a few of the 
warrants were paid several years later. The 
circuit courts were held regularly at Rutledge. 

The :first set of county judges were succeeded 
by A. Z. Holcomb and William Moffett, Tester­
man succeeding himself. Moffett serYed two . 
tl.n·ms. Joslum Wimp(\y, also, sot'YO(l ns judge 
t\bout this timo, but I htl.Vo not boon nblo to got 
the names of any others. 
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McDonald county was attached ·to · :tiewton 
county.for legislative purposes until: 1856. In 

,, ... that year an election was held and 'rh_oma.s Jones 
was elected as the :first member of the House of 
Representatives from McDonald county. Bur­
ton McGhee was his opponent in the race .. · 

. Jones died at Jefferson City the next year.a.nd 
Smith Elkins was elected to fill the vacancy. 

In 1858 Smith Elkins was a candidate for 
reelection, his competitors for legislative honors 

. \ . b~ing Dr. Wm. C. Duval, Claudius B. Walker 
. and Moses Pollard. The first three were Dem­
ocrats and Pollard a Know-Nothing. ·Dr. Du­
va1 was elected by forty-five plurality. In 1860 
h~ was again elected. by a majority of 145, his 
opponent being James A. Scott. The doctor 

•. threw .all of his influence while in the legislature 
against secession until May 10, 1861, when he 
followed the majority of his partyinca.sting their 
iot with the Southern Confederacy. He attend­
~d· the legislature in their assembly at Neosho 

· · and took part in the proceedings, but was never 
c~nnected with.the Southern army except as a 
surgeon. 

Burton McGhee served as clerk until 1854 
when he was succeeded by A. A. Hensley, who 
was roole~ted in 1858 and hold tho otl;oe until· 
the <;~ounty government was suspended by the 
Civil War. Hensley was sheriff and collector 
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between 1849 and1854. W. 0. Price-servedone 
or two terms, abOut this time, and Demps Lau­
derdale occupied the office when the war broke ·, 
out. He became a Captain in the Confederate 
army and died during the war of consumption. 
Joseph Hackney, Sr., was treasurer at Pineville, 
and Tillotson Pearson, at Rutledge. J. P. La­
Mance held the offiee one or two terms before 
the war. 

From the entries made immediately after the 
war, and from the statements of the older in· 
habitants, it appears that the county was divid­
ed in~ seven municipal townships, as follows: 
Buffalo, Cooper, Elk River, Pinevile, Richwood, 
Rutledge, White Rock. It is not possible to 
get the metes and bouuds of the old divisions, 
but from the best information Buffalo was loca­
ted somewhat as a.tpresentoccupyingthenorth· . 
west corner of the county, Cooper embraced the 
southwest corner. Elk River and Rutledge 
covered substa.ntia.ly the present limits of Elk 
River, Me Millin and Prairie; Pineville, the cent­
ral part, Richwood the northwest, and White 
Rock was practically as at present. 

This cleses the history of our county up to 
the beginning of the Civil War, and contains as 
complete a. list of the county officers and the 
lea.dingevents as it ispossibletoobtain. In 1863 
the court house was burnt and nearly all the rec-



' HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY, 27 

orflq destroyed, so that the chief source of infor­
ma.tlon is that derived from the old settlers who 
.located here years before the war, andon whose 
memory those old days and scenes of long ago 
are indelibly impressed. In a few years more 
those old residents will have passed away and 
their descendants will turn with pride to the 
works of history that have collated and preserv­
ed for all future time these interesting reminis­
cences of men. and times long past. 

The people who had located here were gen­
erally from the south, more being from Tennes­
see than any other one state, and had brought 
with them the manners and customs peculiar to 
those localities. They lived inprimitive style, 
compared to the present, and were nearly self­
sustaining. A cook stove was·arareexception, 
nearly every one cooking by the fire place and 
oven. This, by the way, was not so inconveni­
ent as might be imagined. Many a delicious 
''pone'', rare venison saddle and luscious gob­
bler has been cooked in this way, and the smell 
that ascended to heaven was enough to tempt 
the appetites of the gods. 

A sewing machine had never been heard of, 
while the clank of the loom and humming of the 
wheel furnished music almost as sweet, and 
more homelike, than our present organs and pi­
anos. The oldfashioned linchpin wagons, with 
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the box shaped like a. canoe, many with wooden 
spindles, could be heard for miles as they groan­
ed and screaked over the rocky roads. They 
raised their owncottonand wool, spun and wove· 
it into cloth and made their own garments. The 
latter was the women's work. Of course every 
family cultivated enough tobacco for home con­
sumption. Wheat and corn were produced and, 
as we have seen, there were a number of mills· 
to do the grinding. Distilleries were quite nu­
merous and manufactured the pure and unadul­
terated corn juice at twenty-:five cents a gallon. 
The good people, both saints and sinners, could 
take their corn to the still and lay in a good sup­
ply of the great household panacea without a 
cent of cash;. One didn't have to get "sick" and 
tell a lie and sign his name to it, then get a doc­
tor to tell one and· sign his name to it in order 
to get a drink of a decoction miscalled whisky. 
No, he just followed the injunction of St. Paul, 
and took a little for his stomach's sake, and his 
oft infirmities, and o.E a quality that would have 
met the.approval of that learned apostle. In 
this new. country subject to chills and malaria; 
and the scarcity of doctors and drugs, no doubt. 

·this pure liquor drove disease and death from· 
many a home. 

Hogs and cattle could be raised with very lit­
tle feed, the· former being frequently butchered 
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. . .,directlY. from the mast, while· deer1' turkey and 
·"""' rother game. were found .in.·:.abundance~;.. .. .As to 
."'"···shoes, evecy;,neighborhood.had.a.:;:tanneey• a.nd 
: ~-··, ev~ man was :a.·shoemaker4 -'·One man told me 

.that his,father said his·store .bill·before:thewa.r 
.. : •.. did not average more .tha.n.five dollars :a year . 
. . ,., His family .was quite· large, .and they lived. com­
,.,_. fortably. Instead of doing without; they simply 
:· . .,.-produced wha.t .was required.:. .. ·It is bynomeans 

.· ••••. 1 intended to convey~ the idea tha.t all the people 
.... r; were. poor. or. lived so ,plainly. . Many.: :families 
, ,, ., were q uita .. aristocratic,, 'had ' well ·.tfurnished 
, . ; ... house.s, and gold ... watches •. .and~' jewelry·; ·were 
.... worn q uita extensively. • l ,-Sev.era.l·partiesowned 

· .. , , . .slaves and carrioo on quite:ex:tensi.ve-planta.'tions. 
_ -... Almost any ,McDonald count;sr:fa:rmer, a;long in 
· .. , . the .fifties could raise a·hundred dollars any day, 
... , . and real estate mortgages were unknown:· : .Peo­

. pie were honest in their, dealings.and .paid· their 
debts, and the latch stringto·every;cabin•·hung 

" on the outside. People. were:: hospitable,; ex­
tremely so. Partly because it was<born: and 
bred in them, partly because, being isolated, 
and the settlements scarce and. far between, it 
was regarded as a treat to have a neighbor or 
stranger stop to dinner or over night. The 
familiar "Halloa, stranger, git down an' hitch 
yer hoss, and come in 'nstay all night. The ole 
woman '1 have supper drecly. Boys, take the· 
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critter and feed it," has greeted the ears of 
many a. weary traveler, a.ndhe would rest as se· 
cure a.s tho' guarded by a. regiment of soldiers. 
Those u.re·da.ys to be remembered with pleasure; 
A bright period in the history of our county. 

But the question is asked, howdid they make 
any money? As before stated, there were but 
few families in the county, and their farms 
were very productive. The range was exceed· 
ingly fine, and all kinds of stock could be raised 
with little or no outlay. A farmer could gather 
up his hogs and cattle in the spring after the 
grass was good, and drive them to St. Louis. 
There was range all the way and it mattered 
little that it took a. long time to make the jour­
ney. What his produce brought was clear prof· 
it. He frequently returned with several hun­
dred dollars. Horses were raised and taken 
directly to the southern market where they 
would bring from $75 to $100. Thus an indus­
trious man could soon acquire quite a snug sum 
of money. 

- . 
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CHAPTER IV. 
ORGANIZATION AFTER THE WAR. 

From 1861 to 1865 no elections were held in 
McDonald county. In 1864 the vote tor this 
county was cast at Newtonia. Burton McGhee 
was elected member of the legislature and 26 
votes were cast for Fletcher for governor. Soon 
after tho war the county government was a.gnin 
resumed, tho officers boing appointed by the 
governor. Benjamin F. Hopkins, Enoch G. 
Williams and Isaac A. Harmon were appointed 

, judges, John V. Hargrove, sheriff; J. P. La­
Mance, treasurer. The :first meetingofthiscourt · 
was November 6, 1866. On the next day, No­
vember 7, Henry H. Fox was appointed asses· 
sor of the county, and Hugh L. Testerman, cor· 
oner. On Nov. 8, Daniel Harmon was appoint­
ed public administrator; A. W. Chenoweth, 
county treasurer; Abner M. Tatum school com­
missioner; John M. Boyd, road commissioner. 
At this term of court, the followingr:Justices 
of the peace wore appointed: E. G. Williams, 
Pineville township; D. 0. Hopkins, Elk Rlver 
township; T. R. Hopkins and Thomas Davenport. 
White Rocktownship. I~ December following 
D. 0. Fox was appointed Justice ofthe peace for 
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Buffalo township, David Davenport, for White 
Rock, Jehu Jones for Rutledge township. In 
February 1866 Ransom. Plumlee was appointed 
justice for Richwood township, and John F. 
Lewis for Elk Horn: DI. N. Williams was appoint-

=·~ · ed· treasurer.· At this time the e~unty court had 
, ~4~ jurisdiction ofprobatemattersand the principal 
· ·.•..: ·part of the records· of the court pert.ainto affairs 
•.·.;. -of--administration;· appointment of officers and 
: .. ·,\locating· roads. 

· At this time the office of-public administrator 
·- ~ was certlainly a.lucrativeone as the ·records show 
· ~-~ that in 1866 he 'had charge of the ·following es· 
·•· ·ta.tes~ Samuel R. ·Cotter,· John· Stearns, James 

.. ,\1,! Williams, ·Benjamin Gooden, GeorgeW.Martin, 
·' ... 1·Anderson Carter,- Tierney J~ Cook, G. C:Culp,· 
,. · Solomon·Lankfotd, David Brock~ ·william Bur­

.·-· .. ges'3) ·Basil· Lewis,· Nathaniel ·Meador; Samuel 
''· ·R Keeler, John D.-Hendry; 'William G. Morris, 

· "··Martin Stafford , Harrison Ray, Robert Walker, 
.. • Hugh· Carroll, · Alfred Martin; Mrs. Delilah 

·; 1 McGhee, D. Y. ·Lauderdale, Joseph Morrow,; 
· · .. Jacob Carter, JamesT. ·Davenport, G. W. Nut­
.. · ·· ting, W. Hamblin, John M. Harmon, Wilson 
,,,_ .. Gonce, s·. H. Carroll, J. B. King, Smith Elkins, 
·· · Thomas Woolsey, H. Carroll, Moses Pendergraft 

J. T.· Haskins, R. F. Walker,- Samuel B. Keele, 
· Sr.-, .Tnmes, N. Appleby, John H. Hnstings~John 

D. Honry, Frtmcis A. Cu.rtor, J. W. Colo, J.: 
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Wimpey;--Willia.m ·skinner", Mti.tnua ·•Miushhl!, 
.John: Hevalisen; C&rroll Kirk, U. · S~ Young, 
Sr.;·a.nd·'Sa.muel Brown.· It. appe&l"& fri>m the 
· records1th~t Benjamin ROss waspttblic;adnrl.nis­
trator previous to ·the appointment :of Daniel 

:·.Harmon; but· haw or wh(;n he becauxe ·posessed 
:. of: that-offroe:.there·-is ·no:record to·sho"W." 

I:ri th~ records of·theeountycourt;'May8;~S66 
: is. the following order~ Ordereli by the courtiih&t 
mmif.4Jipai:townships of· this ·couuty· oo•and·a.re 
bounded as follo'\t'S:-. All~ 'territory included m 
ranges: ~9 and· '30 shall' constitute a•muntoipal 
township :and b&·kilown as-Fox- township:· Also, 
all territory included in ranges 81 and ·S2'shhll 

· constitute ·a municlpa.i: townshi~ ·known a.s Plne· 
vill~-township;! Als'o,-·an' territoey-·included_1n 

. range& 33 and-8-f:whieh ISha:ll· be ··kil.own·-as ,.Elk 
township.'' · 
· The next orde:t follolririg·~st-ablfsb.~s tlie \7'ot­
ing places -in :each ofthe three townshipsNs~t· 
ivelyat theresi-denceof·H. H> Fox,·in·Fox to'W'O.· 
ship at Pineville, in· Pineville township··a.nt1:e.t 
the residence ·of B. F. Hopkins in ·Elk township. 
It was also ordered ths.t es.ch justice of the :peace 
be. furnished· with a copy of the ordergiving 
metes -and· bounds of-their -re~ctive townships. 

· · Wliy ·this' arrangement' wa;s effected'and.-what 
disposition ·wns made of· the ·vl:\rious Justioos of 
tho PoMe<loes not t\ppoo;r. Itovidontly·dtd ·not · 

-. 
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give satisfaction .as in the following August 
and November various changes were made and 
SO\"eral precincts estnblishod, a. more full ac­
count of which will be given in the chapter on 
townships. 

Among the interesting orders made about this 
time were those to cancel notes given for loans 
of the various public funds. One signed by A. 
S. McGhee, dated September, 1854, for $185.98; 
One signed by T. A. B. Pearson and Joseph 
Pearson May 17, 1854 for ~100; one by M.A. 
Laughlin, Aug. 11, 1857 for $50. These notes 
were canceled by reason of their being void by 
limitation. 

Warrants were drawn on ~ecounty treasurer 
in)So6-7 to pay for wolf scalps, at the rate of 
one dollar each scalp, to Gilbert Bolen, E. F. 
Burns, Eleven Cnulk, William Mooney, Isaac 
~1nrtin and Wyatt Edmonds. Tho party produc­
ing the scalp. was required to prove that the 
wolf had been killed within the borders of the . 
county, to entitle him to the bounty. 

ALLOTTING JUSTICES. 
There are numerous orders on record during 

this time maldng tho appointment for allotting . 
justices for tho various townships. As this prac-

. tico .has long since become obsolete, it will likely 
bo an item of interest as well as curiosity to know 
what an allotting justice was. Under the road 
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laws in those days an overseer was apwinted 
by tho county coutt for a certain road or, in 
more thickly. settled counties, for a road dis· 
trict. This county being very sparsely settled, 
the overseers were appointed for a certain road 
designated in the order of appointment. In 
each township one of the justices of the peace 
was appointed by the county court to allot, or 
parcel out, the road hands in his township and 
designate under what road overseer they should 
work. This was called the allotting justice. He 
also had jurisdiction over cases where parties 
failed or re.fused to work their time. 

·-
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o~:ma·:v. 

1'0WNSHIPS~ · 

'' 

.ANDERSON tov;nshil>'wns established b;yorder 
oftheoountycourtat the M:u.roh term1896:; Tho 
voting place· was establish~ at the ·town of An· 
deraon, from which·· the township · derived its 
n&me.-·· The Kf .c; :p;-:·& G~ R;·R~ e:D.ters this town· 
ship' near the northeast ·corner,. runs e~tirely 
through' a.:a.d, passes out on ·the south.line a. little 
west· o:HhE3 center: Beaver··valley also enters 
near the northeast corner·and em~ties ·into In­
dian creek just below the town of Anderson. 
The above-named stream meanders through the 
southern part of the township. The first set· 
tlomont was mentioned in the chapter on Early 
Settlement. The principal place is Anderson, 
a u\oo Uttlo town, and ono of the best trndiug 
}'IOlnts in tho county. On.ln<lhtn c1·ook:nntl•t.ho 
n.djttcont vu.lloys aro mu.ny fino fttrms ttU<l' pros­
porous families. The township wns tnken from 
Buffalo, McMillin, Pineville and Erie townships 
and contains about 85 sections of land. 

BUFFALO township lies in the northwest•cor­
ner of the county. It derives its name.from•Buf· 

, . falo creek which runs through it, entering some 
four miles from the northeast corner a.nd bear-
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ing southwesterly passes the south line . some 
two miles from the southwest corner. This 
township seems to have been organized before 
the war, but the boundary was not as at present. 
The county court records also show that the 
township wus organized Mu.y 3, 18il. This was 
evidently but a re-arrangement of the township 
,·dth regard to the voting precinct, which for a 
short time included all the western portion of 
the county embraced in ranges 33 & 34. There 
was a voting place on Beeman valley before the 
wa.r. The present voting place is at May. 

The early settlements in this township were 
confined to Buffalo creek including Sugar Fork, 
and Beenmn hollow. Campbell Price, father to 
our "Uncle Billy'', cnme to this county about 
the year, 183ll. He left Tennesseein18::!9. Stop­
ped in Arkttnsns one yenr, then moved to Spring 

. rivor wlH'l'(.' lw ronuthwd tt fow Yt.'nrs, t.ht'll st~t· 
tlt'd on Bntl'alo <ll'llek. Dtmiol Ml1Hao lll\lllO 

nbout tho snmo timo. ,Tmllt.'l:i Woldon suttlt.~d Oll 

Sugar I~'orlc ubout 1~3i. James Beeman settled 
on the old Owens farm, at the mouth of Beeman 
hollow between 1837 and 1840. The Dobbses, 
Benugee Brown, James Crabtree, Richard and 
Simeon Price, George Nutting, M. Burns, Hen­
ry Bur low nnd u. few other famlies were located 
hero prior to or just after 1840. 

Hnrt nnd May lll'e the two post oftices and 
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trading points, each having· a small country 
store~ Formerly all the settlements were along 
the bottoms and valleys. On Buffalo are some 
veryftne farms, those of W. C. Price, R. Har­
rington, H. D. Roark, Martha. Owens and Sam­
uel Ledford being among the best. W. C. Roark, 
dccou.sed, settled in Roark va.lley along in the 
fifties and mn.de a good farm, where he reared 
a highly ros11Cctcd fu.mUy. In lu.to y(ltu·s t.ho 
l~lu.t. Woods t\.l'O being 1mt into cultivt\.tion, and 
aro proving quito productive. 

CEN'l.'EU. township was no.med. from the cen­
tral location it occupies on the east side of the 
county. It was organized pursuant to an order 
of the county court, May 9, 1872. Big Sugar 
creek; Mikes creek, Trent creek and Little Mis­
souri are the principal streams. The voting 
l)laco is u.t Powell, which is, also, the priucipnl 
trnding point. · 

This township was established, :;ith several . ~ 
others, May 9, 1872. There had been a voting 
place in that part of the county for many years 
before that time. Once it was at the residence 
of Henry H. Fox, and at another time at a log 
school house near Powell; also at Yonce'sstore. 
This part of the county was h"D.own as Cooper 
township !or a while, then \vas designated Fox 
township. 

The early settlers began to locate here about 
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the time settlements were made in other parts 
of the county. M. A. Laughlin, J. S. Laughlin, 

· J ubal Duwees, Billy . Offield and Whittenburg 
• settled on Big Sugar about 1834. Phillip Michael 
from whom that stream ·is named, settled on 
Mike creek in the early thirties. John Stafford, 
father of Claib Stafford, camefrom Tennessee in 
1836, and settled on Mike creek. He afterward 
improved tho phtcowhm-oJ. H. Cowan now lives, 
whore he died u.bout 1856. Of four children but 
one, Clu.ib, no\\' lives in this county; he still oc­
cupies pnrt of the old homestead. Thomas 
Ethridge lived on Mike creek when Stafford 
came here in 1836. Snyder lived where Powell 
now is. John Trent settled on Trent creek 
aboutthistime,.and the families of J. DotsonBil-

·Iy Cu.rnottand Bt\rney Bixbeylocated about this 
time or soon after. John Puckett and. son Jim 
came soon. afterward. The Coopers came in the 
early forties and put up a mill at Powell on the 
place now owned by Mac Harper. L. Sherlock 
ran a distillery near there about 1838 and later. ' 

This township is fi.vemiles northand south by 
seven u.nd one-half miles east and west, and con­
tnins 37 1-2 sections of land. The valleys are 
extremely fet·tile o.nd contain many productive 
farms. The uplands are considerably broken 
but of late years are being put into cultivation 
and produce small grains, grass and fruits abund· 
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nntly. 
CYCLONE Township was established by order 

of ~he county court at the June term 1896. It 
was named from Cyclone post office, at whicp 
the voting place was established. Big Sugar 
creek is the only stream of any importance in · 
this township. J. A. Foster has a small stock 
of goods at this plttce and a grist and saw mill 
is in operation. Therewere butfewsettlements 
made in the present limits· of this township hi 
the early days, most of them being above or be 
low. A man by the name of Tyner is said to 
have located on the farm now owned by Jolm 
Millison, in the early thirties. John Heraldson . 
settled just north of the Billy vt arren farm about 
1838, and Levi Click, on the Barney Turner place 
in 1840. John Ferguson is said· to have settled 
on Big Sugar prior to 1840, John Stafford, who· 
formerly lived in Center, and a few other families 
lived here when the war broke out. They, how­
ever, left the county during that troublesome 
period and, a number of the· old settlers say, 
that John C. Hampton was the only ma.n living 
within the present limits of this-township when­
the war closed. 

The surface of this township is similar to 
Center, mn.ny productivo farms being found in 
the valleys and creek bottom. It is six: mill)S 
east and ,..,:est, and five miles north u.nd south, 
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conta.ning thirty sections of lt\nd. 
Samuel Claiborn, who formerly lived on the Ab 

Johnson farm, was a. prominent character of this 
vicinity for several years before the war. His 
true name was Sams, but many years before, 
he had killed a· man in Tennessee, and changed 
his name in order to conceal his identity. He 
moved from here to Hickory county where he 
died at the advanced o.ge of 98 years. 

ERIE Township was established June 9, 1872. 
The name is derived from th(;l villuge of Erie, 
for many years tho principal trading plo.ce and 
only post otlice in the township. The voting 
place is at this village. India.n Springs is in the 
northeast, and Donohue (now called Goodman) 
is in the northwest part. Indian creek runs al­
most diagonally through . the township from 
northeast to southwest. Some of the best farms 
in the county are in this locality, and the Mc­
Natt Mills, now operated by F. A. Sears, is 
noted throughout this part of the state as oneof 
the oldest and best milling properties in the 
southwest. 

In addition to the names of early settlers men­
tioned in chapter II, the following have been 
secured: Ira Yates settled on the place now 
owned by Mr. Dalton sometime in the thirties. 
John Mayfield informsmethathisfathor located 
in this county in 18-10, instead of prior to that 
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time as elswherestated. He came from Monroe 
county, Kentucky, and settled on the place which 
Mr. Mayfield now owns. A man named Kell · 
had settled on the place now owned by George 
Allman before the May.fields came. About the 
same time Harris lived on the John Harm:>n 
place at Erie and a family namedAntney, on the 
Ebbinghaus farm. The Lees came about the 
same time and settled where John 13oyd lives. 
Dan Harmonsaysthat WilliamCleveland, a half 
blood Indian was the first settler on Indian creek. 
He O\vncd a place where Erie now is which he 

, sold to Mark Harmon, who came to this county 
from Green county Tennessee several years be­
fore the war. He, also, informs me that the first 
school ever taught 10. Erie township was in a 
little log house at the mouth of Elk Horn. 
1-doses Pollard was the teacher, h::wingbeenem­
ployed by Mark Harmon, Jonathan Blair and 
W. C. Duval. A man named William Broadie 
lived on the Ebbinghaus place prior to the war 
and m-rned a few slaves; Jonathan Blair also, 
was the owner of a negro woman. 

ELK HoRN townshiiJ1ies in congressional town­
ship ::3, and includes part of ranges 30 and 31. 
It was established practiCally as at present, by 
order of the county court, May 9, 187~. The 
name was deriYed from the two creeks in its 
western part. Bethpage is the principal trad· 
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ing point, post .office and voting place. Besides 
the two Elk Horn valleys, there are extensive 
Flat Woods in this township and a large per 
cent. of its territor;y is in improvedfarms. The 
land is generally productive and it has appear­
ance of being one of the prosperous sections o.f 
the county. According to the order of the court, 
it is six miles from east to west and seven from 
north to south, containing forty two sections. 

This part of thecountywasmostlyoverlooked 
by the first settlers, there being no large c;;treams 
as in most of the other townships. There were 
a few how·ever, who came here in an early day. 
In 184i there is said to have been but one house 
between where McNatt's mill now is and Mitch­
ell's prairie. This was Bullard's, a familyofthat 
name having settled on the flat woods prior to 
that time. Mitchell lived on .Mitchell's prairie 
some time in the early forties, and it may be 
earlier. TheBrocks came in an early day, and· 
there was a small German settlement near the 
Barringer place along in the forties. 

ELK Rrnm township lies south of the river in 
range 33, ext~nding to the A1·kansas line. In 

. 1835, when this wns a part of Barry county Elk 
River township comprised the soutln\--est corner. 
Though changed several times,·andgivenother 
names, this township dates back to the organiza­
tion of the county. In its present form it was 
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established in the reorganization in 1872. It 
. has the distinction of being the place where the 
first settlement was made in the county, (1828.) 
This is the:firstthatcanbedesignated, but down 
near the river near where· the John Marshall 
farm now is, there is an old grave yard, grown 
up with brush and briers until it is almost im­
possible to get to it, and in such a secluded place 
that hundreds of our people do not know it is 
there. In this abandoned burial place are a 
number of tomb stones, all made out of native 
limestone, large, broad stones, nicely dressed. 
The lettering is almost defaced by time, but one, 
at least, indicates a death in 1807. Whether a 
settlement was made there prior to that time I 
have not been able to ascertain. 

Noelisthe principal town and is one of the 
most important railroad points in the county. 
Elk River, Butler and Mill creeks, are the 
streams, and some of the finest farms in the 
county are on the river bottom. The voting 
place for many years was at the Marshall school 
house, but in 1896 it was moved to NoeL 

McMILLIN township was named from John _ 
McMillin, who lived just above the present site 
of Coy. It was created by order of the county 
court, May9, 1872. PattersonandBu:ffalocreeks 
are the principal streams which flow through it 
while the river forms the southern boundary. 
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1 The voting place is at McMillin school house. 

Tiff City is. the principal town. 
The settlement of this township dates back to 

between 1835 ~nd 1840. Abner Sherman, a na­
tive of Ohio, located in 18-1:2. David Cummings 
C:llllf;\ out as· Missionary for the Indians when 
they were removed to the Territory, and settled 

. the farm just above where Tiff City nuw stands. 
Uncle .Andy Smith was a local preacher in 18-!2, 
and lived on the place where C. I~. Moore and 
his wife were killed in 1894, Eleven Caulk was 

f among the first settlers on Patterson creek and 
owned slaves. Finley Lane settled here in 1845 . 
. The Ollivers, James Bly, Allen Williams, and 
several other families settled ,along the creekin 
the early forties. W. B. Mitchell came from 
.Tennessee in 1852; Bradford Sea bourn in1858. 
One of the first establishments of this townshill 
was a distillery. Alfred Oliver erected one near 
where 1Ittthew Kincannon now lives, way baclt 
.in the early clays. The building was of logs and 
was three and a half stories high. It had an im­
mense brick chimney some sixteen feet sq_uare. 
WilliJ.:n Hought~n, wh::l aftarwd.rls owned the 
Langley farm on the river, ran a distillery at 
Enterprise. He also :..·aised horses for the south­
ern market. . He would trade twenty gallons of 
whisky for a pony mare whichhe would keep 
for 'breeding.. It is said he raised fine horses 
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and made quite a fortune. James Bly operated 
the distillE!ry afterwards. He owned several 
slaves. Of course it was against the law to sell 
liquor tO Indians then, as it is now, but a prof· 
itable business was carried on wi~h them. When 
a pony or other article, or money was to be ex­
changed, the property was left at a convenient 
place where it was taken care ofbythe distiller. 
The Indian would· then make a search in the 
woods and "find" a lot of whisky. It was 11 
remarkn.ble coincidence that the vo.lue of the 
property and that of the liquor found was about 
the same. 

Hugh Duna.gee ran a tan yard near where the 
Morrison school house now is. !-.L Sliger, also, 
ran a tan yard at the McMillin place. He sold 
to John McMillin who continued the business 
until after the war. David Harlin, 11 I>art Cher­
olwe, settled the Keenn.n. farm along in the thir­
tie-s. Mathew Kincannon cttme out from Ten­
nessee whon the Indians were removed, n.nd set­
tled on what is now the Hafford farm. John 
Walker, in those early days, settled where Hen­
ry Manning now lives. A free negro called Free 
Lowis st,ttlod tho Morrison farm, where Chnrloy 
K(lOlllm now livos. 

MOUNTAIN rl,ownship <lorive'> its llll.lllO from 
the broken rmd hilly sm·face of the country, the 
hills in places ttssuming almost the proportion 
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of mountains. Big Sugar creek is the princi­
pal stream. 

It was established as a separate to\vnship by 
order of the county court, May 9, 1872. The 
voting place is at Schell's mill, and the post of­
fice there is called Mountain. This is the prin­
cipal trading point in the township, and consid­
erable business is done here. 

The first settlers of which an account could 
be obtnined came in about 1840 or 1841. John 
Rose, James Boles and a man by the name o.f 
Clemons came at that time. Along in the early 
forties Charley Boles and afamilynamedMoore 
came. Clemons had a corn cracker at the mouth 
of Otter creek. In 1846 Henry Schell bought 
the mill and located there. His son Henry now 
owns the lnnd. Mrs. Elizabeth Schell, widow 
of the elder Henry, is now 78 years old, andht\s 
u pretty vivid memory of the. en.rly dttys. Her 
father, Jt\cob Yocum, settled in Stone county in ' 
18:25. For a number of years he paid the Indians 
an annual rental of thirty bushels of corn for the 
privilege of living n.mong them. He kept a 
Rmall farm, and huntod autl trappnd during the 
fur ~:>l'tlson. H.uhen Burnett now owns tho placo 
sottlecl by James Boles. John Carter owned a 
negro couple who had three or four children. 
Henry Schell brought a negro boytothiscounty 
with him. He afterwards sold him for $400, 
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and deeded his land with the money; · On the 

Berry Moore place is an old orchard that was 

. bearing fruit before the war. Many of the trees 

were stiH bearing good fruit a couple of years • 

. ago. Phillip Schell. states that the people of 

that township held an election to express their 

opinion in regard to secession. He states that 

all except a man named James Guess voted 

against going with the Comfederacy. Guess 

voted for secession, a.nd went south soon after . 

tho war brol~e out. He soon repudiated his 

twtion and Wt'nt North t~t tlw first ftwornblo 

opportuni Ly. 'l'ho bnhmco of tlw eit.izl'lltl of thi~ 

towu::;hip, uftm· ·tho war cnmo up, nlliL'd them· 

selves with the Confedemc.y. This township 

is nearly five and one-half miles square. It con­

tains twenty-five full sections, five half sections 

on the east side, and five fractional half sections 

on the Arkansas line. 
PINEVILLE township is one of the original 

divisions luwing been established when the 

county was first organized. Pineville, the county 

seat, is the })rincipttl town, while Lanagan, 

the railroad station, is notf<tr behind in business 

importance. 'rhe two Sugar c1·eeks and Elk 

ri\'t'r are the principal strt'ttn'ls, but there nro 

llUl\1('1'0\lH vttlll'J'H t.lmt. eontuin mttny producti\'o 

fttl'll\So 'l'h0 history Of its 1\l•st SOttll1\l\llll1. i8 

llHH'O fully t.t'l'tll('ti In tho t'ttrly ~<~t.t.h1 llwnt of tho 
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~ounty and in the sketch of the town, and in the 
ehapter on County Organization. Until 1896 it 
eontained much more than at present, but in 
that year considerable was taken off to form 
Anderson township, and several sections off the 
east end to form Cyclone township. This leaves 
Pineville near the north line instead of practic­
ally in the center as before. 

This being the county seat and most of the ' 
roads in the county leading to it, the people of 
this township experienced more of the ravages 
of war than any other 110rtion • o.f the county, 
dotMlnnonts from both tho Northern and South· 
~rn nrmy altortuttColy }ntssing tlu·ough. 

PRAIRIE township occupiesthesouthwestcor- . 
ner of the county. It is named from Oowskin 
prairie which extends over the greater portion 
of its surface. Southwest City is the principal 
town, not only of this township, but of the en­
tire county. Saratoga Springs is a small vil­
lnge near the east side. Honey creek, which 
runs through the southwest corner is the only 
stream ofanyconsequence. This townshipcon 
tains quite a body of prairie land and is the 
most productive of any portion of the county 
<>f the same size. The large fields. of wheat, 
eorn and othol' crops thnt ctm be soon ut a sin· 
glo stretch oYer tho prairie forms a striking 
eon trust to tho usunlmonotony of the timbered 
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regions. . 
Until n. few yon.rs ;.go the voting plooe was at 

a school house on tha pruirie not far fromJ. P. 
Barnwell's, but Southwest City being the trad· 
ing point for nen.rly all the people of the town­
ship, they petitioned the countycourttochange 
it to that place, which was accordingly done. 

This part of the county was quite thinly set· 
.tlcd until some time in •tho fift.ios, when consid· 
ernblo land was entered. A few families settled 
on Honey creek prior to that time. In June, 

·1842, Burton McGhee located where Southwest 
City now is a~d established a trading point there. 
About tho tilne the Indians were removed to the 
Torl'itory, sottlo1uents were stn.rted at various 
pot ntH t~loug thl) st~ttl1 lino somo two or throo of 
whic.h w0re wit.h.in tho pl'oseut limit.s of this 
township. After McGhee put up his store 1)00· 

ple settled near there, and Southwest soon 
became a point of considerable importance. W. 
Gonce, Jessee Ware, J.P. Maddox, S. J. Hess 
and Mark Howard located there a few years la­
ter. The two Fields families, R. Caldv;ell, H. 
Remington, H. D. Budd and John McGhee are . 
mentioned among the early settlers. Robert 
Shields, a native of Pennsylvanin, but later 
from East Tennessee, came to this county in 
1846 and settled on the farm on which his son 
George R. stilllivos. S. Briedlove, R. F. Cleve-
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lnnd, B.S. Ervin and John Hays all hadentet:ed 
land in the fifties. There we1·e a few settled on the 
river between 1837 and 1840, but their names 
have not been ascertained. 

RICHWOOD Township is situated in the north­
-east corner of the county, and is five and one­
half miles from east to west, and seven miles 
from north to south. It was established as a 
separate township by order of the county court 
Mn.y 9, 1872. The principal tmvn is Rocky Com­
fort, a nice little village near the northeast cor­
ner. One fork _of Indian creek takes its rise at 
a spring in this town and meanders through 
the north and west part of the township. Mike 
creek and Kings creok, also rise in this town­
ship. 'rho southorn part is somowlmt brokon ' 
nnd hilly,. but most of its surface is compara­
tively level. Although it was notsettled to any 
great.extent as early as some other parts of the 
county, it is now thickly populated and much of 
it is in a high state of cultivation. The soil is 
generally productive, especially for small grains, 
fruit and meadows. There are more orchards 
here tlum in any other part of the county ex­
cept whore the Ozark Orchard Company have 
im·osted in the last two years. 

There appears to have been a few people in 
this part of the county along in the thirties . 
.A. J. Duncan settled in 1836. There were a few 



52 HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. -

ln.dians in the neighborhood as late as 1840. 
The Lambersons, Christians, T. F. Tomlinson, 
and a few other families whose names could not 
bo ascertained, were here about the lat.ter for· 
tics aud ottrly fiftios. John Dtwldson sottlod in 
this county in 1853. Mrs. F,ord, mothorof John 

. A. Ford, located near Rocky Comfort in 1843. 
Isaac Plumlee settled in this township in 1853. 

WHITE RocK Township was in existence soon 
after the organization of the county, and the ., 
voting place about where it is now. There was 
n. church wl1ero Jane now is and one of tho first 
free schools in the county was estn.blishcd there. 
Milo Martin tr1.ugllt a.- subscription school there 
in 1856, having the whole township in which to 

· work, and secured thirty scholars. He orgnni· 
zod tho school district thnt fall. 

Willin.m A. Dn.vonport sottlod in this town· 
ship in H\301 OU tho fm•m UOW O<.,cupit'd by Jot\b 
lll'own. His fnt.hor, Mm·tiu Dtwouport, cttmo 
tho noxt ym1.r. Willittm Doiitwou livotl on tho 
Bookout ph\co about tho.t tim.o. Thoro woro a 
few other families whose names have not boon 
learned which came about the same time. Wil· 
liam K. Young came to this county in 1848, and 
he says there were a number of families here 
thou and several more came soon after. When 
ho cnmo a mnn nnmod Dru.tnlet liyed on tho 
Boolwut fR.rm, ttud Jncob H.oo livc<l across tho 
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creek from Elijah Evan's place. Dr. Daven­
port came in 1853; he practiced medicine here 
for twenty years. Along in the fifties, J. H. 
Slinkard, J. W. Brown, Gilbert White, John 
CoffN3, Morgttn t\nd severnl others sotth}d in this 
locality. Little Sugar creek nnd Little Missouri 
are the principal streams; JaneandCa.vernaare 
the. two villages. The township is six miles 
square, except the fractional sections on the state 
line. The surface is generally broken, but the 
soil isextremlyrich and the farms all product.. 
ivo. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

TOWNS AND 'VIt.LAGES. 

ANDERSON-BEA 'VER SPRINGS. 

Tms thriving town is located on the Kansas 
City, Pittsburg & Gull railroad six miles north­
west 'Of Pine viDe, and is one ofthe leading busi­
ness points in the county. For many years 
Beaver Springs, just above the present town site, 
has been a. noted resort of the county for meet­
ings and picnics. The water of the spring flows 
out from beneath a. high stone blt.ff in a clear, 
cold stream of the finest quality and in great 
abundance, A nice grove in the valley near the 
spring added to the attraction and made it one 
of the loveliest places for many miles around. 
Many years before the war the Beaver Springs 
Missionary Baptist Association built a log church 
at this place. During the war it was burnt do,,-n. 
Another log church was built apout 1867. This 
served as a. place of worship until about th~ year 
1884 when the present frame structure was erect-
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ed. Robert Anderson located there in 1887 and 
started a little country store and the post o'ftl.ce 
was established that year, named Anderson. 
S. T. Bennett ran a sawmillhereaboutthesame 
time. When the railroad was built and a station 
established the place at once sprang into import· 
ance. The town of Anderson was surveyed and 
platted by M. E. Meador, April 8, 1891. In the 
following August, S. T. Bennett had Bennett's 
Addition to the town of Andersonlu.idoff. Sev­
eral ~ood business houses and neat residences 
have been built and a vast amount of trade has 
been attracted to the town by the enterprise of 
its people. 

BUFFALO CITY. 

John and William Pogue dug a well on their 
fathers farm on Buffalo creek, the place now own­
ed by Royal Harrington, and had a town survey­
ed and platted in August, 1881. There never . 
was any foundation for the pretention <?f medical 
properties for this water and no one ever put 
any faith in the town or its founders. A little· 
stook of goods was kept there a short time, but 
the land wus again fenced into the farm after a 
couple of years and Buffalo City put back into 
cultivation. 
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BANNOCK:. 
Tms was formerly a small village on Buffalo 

creek some mile or two above the state line. 
Jim and Lee Skinner built a mill here some years 
before the war which was burnt during that un­
pleasant period. Hiram Young rebuilt it and 
for some time had an upright saw for the pur­
pose of making lumber. In late years W. G. 
Smith kept a stock of general merchandise and 
George Hurley had a drug store. The old mill 
wtts replaced sovoral yon.rs ago by one with 
good sots of corn und whon.t burrs and did quit.o 
an extensive business until tho rollor process 
came into general uso. The mill is still operat­
ed, but all other. business has long. since been 
abandoned or moved away. Bill Roberts, who once kept a store there gave it the name, but I 
have not been able to :find any one who knows 
from what it is derived. 

CAVERN A. 

Caverna is looated near the Arkansas line on 
Little Sugar creek, and has a water mill and 
store. This has been a mill site for t'he last 
fifty years or more. The water power .is fine 
and capable of running more than ten times the 
machinery it now operates. Should a rail road 
ever be built through that part of the county it 
is liable to become a flourishing little town. The 
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post office was established here about 1867. 
There are numerous caves m this vicinity, some 
quite extensive, and the name was derived from 
them. 

CoY. 

Coy is now a post office and small trading point 
on Patterson creek just below the widow Mc­
Millinfarm. Along about 1883 Sterling Mitchell, 
son of W. B. Mitchell went to Texas and there 

· nmrried a young ln.dy of cousidorablo fortunt~. 
Youn~ ~IitC'ht'll, with his now b1·ido, ettmt' bn<•k 
to McDonald county when he concolvt'd tho idm\ 
of building a mill nnd laying out a town at the 
upper end of hisfather's farm. Hesoonhadthe 
enterprise under headway and the mill was soon 
running. Mitchell, however, soon soldoutand 
went baek to Texas. The mill changed hands 
a few times, when it was purchased by T. H. 
Wimpey and George McCoy, who operated it 
successfully for several years, doing a general 
merchant and custom business and running a 
saw mill in connection. T. H. Wimpey, Frank 
Beeman, HowardLangleyand W. G. Smith were 
among those who kept stores there. In 1896 the 
mill was moved to Tiff City, but a saw mill was 
soon located on the old site. · The storo for the 
past year or two has boon run by John and Dallas 
Seu,bourn and Wm. Cunningham. McCoy sold 
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his interest in the mill a few years ago and h~s 
been farming since. ' 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS. 

ABOUT the time of the excitement over Med· 
ical Water, an effort was made to build up a. 
health resort at Crystal spring about two miles 
north of Pineville. J. P. LaMance was one of 
the leadinf; men in the ente:t:prise. A company 
was formed and an assessment was made in 
August 1881 for the purpose of building a hotel. 
Nothing was done beyond the erection of one or 
two small buildings, and the project was soon 
abandoned. 

. CYCLONE; 

CYCLONE is the name given to a small trad­
ing point on Big Sugar creek about eight miles 
above Pineville. It has a water mill and a gen· 
eral st<>re. J. A. Foster keeps the store and 
has charge of the post office which was estab· 
lished in 1883. 

DONOHUE~OODMAN. 

WHEN the rail road was built through this 
county in 1890, a small station has established 
in the northwest part of Erie township. This 
went under the name of Erie Station, and New 
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Erie, but was finally named Wade, in honor of 
W. H. Wade, then member of Congress from 
this district. I twas not a V'ery desirable location 
and, beyond a few small dwellings ,and two or 
three little business houses, never made much 
growth. When the railroad pass~d into the 
Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Company, the 
to"\\'n of Donohue was laid out and a gOod de­
pot built there. ~t is quite a point for shipping 
timber for the lead and coul mines. 

ELK MILLS. 

IN ante bellum days Elk Mills promised to be 
the leading town of the county. Situated on the 
Elk River near the Nation line, surrounded by 
the broad river bottom farms and in close prox­
imity to the fertile valleys of Patterson aud 
Buffalo creeks with the rich prairies within a 
couple of miles, its inhabitants might well look 
forward to a bright future. Besides, the water 
facilities here are most excellent and easily util­
ized. As long ago as the early 50's there was a 
good big grist mill here, and in 1856 there was 
a hotel, kept by L. Richtus. Aron Scritchfield 
was blacksmith. W. H. Sorrelskeptadrugstore. 
E. S. Lindsey, W. N. Manter and Jameson and 
Manter each kept stocks of general merchandise. . 
Several other families, among whom was Dr. 
Trader, lived there,· The mill was burnt during 



60 HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

the war, and the town gradually fell into decay, 
until now there are but a few old ruins left to 
mark the spot where it once stood. 

ENTERPRISE. 

This toW!\ was located on the farm now occu­
pied by the widow Keenan on Patterson creek. 
It sprung up when the Indians were first removed 
to the Indian Territory and up to the war was 
a trading point of considerable importance. Jim 
Bly kept a store and the post office. William 
Bly, who married a Cherokee in Georgia had a 
stBam distillery. John Patterson built the mill 
there which afterwards belonged to Caulk. A 
part Cherokee named David Harlin, at one time· 
owned the distillery. f:Ie sat out twenty-five 
acres in peach trees for the purpose of raising 
fruit to make peach brandy. Samuel Lane, of 
Roan county Tennessee, was the blacksmith until 
1846, when he died. There were thirty or forty 
houses in the Yillage, ltnd about two hundred 
inhabitants. 

ERIE. 

The first post office was established at Erie in 
1851,.at the residence of John M. Harmon. It re­
mained thereuntil Mr. Harmon's death in 1862. 
The office was discontinued until 1868 when it 
was re-established. This same year the town 
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<>f Erie was laid off at the instance of Dan Har­
mon, he being the owner of the land. Since that 
tii:ne it has been a small trading point, there be­
ing usually one or two stores. The best busi­
ness house ever built there was a one story brick 
put up by Dan Harmon about 1890 or 1891. It 
was burnt ~ith "the entire contents, a stock of 
general merchandise owned by Charlie Harmon, 
on the night of March 12, 1895. Tl}is proved a 
severe loss to the worthy young min, wh() was 
at the time dangerously ill with pneumonia, and 
the place has never regained its former business 
prosperity. This village is situated in a fertile 
part of the county, which is inhabited by an in­
telligent; thrifty and agreable set of people. 

GATES-MAY. 

THis was a post office ut the forks of Buffalo 
creek and Sugar Fork, established a few years 
after thefirstsettlementin that vicinity. It was 
on the route from Neosho to Maysville. Richard 
Price was post master for several years before 
the war. Along in the eighties, while W. T. 
Child held the position, he resigned,. ,and the 
office was discontinued for a while. Dr. ·Maynard 
located there, put up a small store and the office 
was revived underthe name of May. Gates was 
so called from General Gates, and May from the 
first syllable of the doctor's name, or thatofhis 
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daughter May. 
HART 

' · PRIOR to 1840, the northwest part of Buffalo 
township was very sparsely settled. The road 
from Seneca to Southwest City left the state line 
near the Newton county line and swung out into 
the Nation for some three or four miles. The 
Flt~t Woods hotwoon Buffalo creek and the state 
Uno was o.lmost an unbroken forest. In 1883 
Phillip Rinehart interested the neighbors in cut· 
ting t\ road straight through thusenablingtrav· 
elcrs to cut off the bend into the Nation. The 
post offices for the community were Seneca or 
Tiff City, each about seven miles distant. 
The writer presented a petition to the county 
court to osta.blish the public road as made by 
Mr. Rhwhnrt tmd tho ~:mmo yonr nmdo ttppl\<m,. 
Uou to ostt~blit-~h t\ postotnco on tho routo: 'l,hls 
ltppllcmt.lon Wtts ondorsod by W. '1\ Child, P. M. 
n.t Gtttes, ttnd in a short time nn order was ro· 
clovod to select tts short und convenient u. namo 
as possible. Mr. or Mrs Child suggested Hart, 
tho lnst syllable of Mr. Rinelutrt's name, and in 
in u. tow weeks wo wore getting our mail daily 
nlmost u.t our doors. Mr. !Unohart served for 
somo time, then the office wtts moved from his 
house to Chandler's mill. Tom Cummings built 
the house now occupied by William Spraggins 



mSTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. · 68 

and for a. while the office was kept at his house. 
About 1885, C. Tucker bought out Cummings, 
and put up a. neat store building and a. nice stock 
of goods. He soon built up a. good trade and 
for a.:few years did well. Since that time Hart 
has been a considerable trading point as well as 
post office. 

INDIAN SPRINGS. 

AMONG the trn.ditions of the Indians who 
formerly inhabited this section of country, was 
one o.f the healing qualities of the springs near 
Indian creek. The :first white men to visit the 
country were told of .them, but the Indians 
could never be induced to reveal their location. 
The older settlers who claim to be posted in the 
lore of tho community, say that a. man named 
Frioud, ono of tho first settlers on ImUan crook, 
mndo n. Sl'tU'ch for tho springs and found tho ft\~ 
mous Four Gren.t Modict~l Springs. . One of his 
family being severely aftlicted with rheumatism 
the water was used and a cure spoedi~y effected. 
Mrs. Carroll used tho water about 1840~ and a · 
most remarkable cure was the result. There 
being but fow people in the country, and tho 
mm~ns of spreading news mot~gor, tho medicinal 
llroporties scorn to have been forgotten and the 
use ofthe waterdiscontinued until1880. About 
this time J. J. McNatt and a few others took an 
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interest in the springs and arrange;ments were 
made to more thoroughly test "the medical prop­
erties of the water. The result proving .satis­
factory, a village was laid out July 7, 1881. :·R. 
W." Williams, Robert Anderson and John Bar.". 
low were the trustees, and T. J. Golden, t~e'as-: 
urer. In seyen days two hundred lots were sold 
and twenty buildings erected. The to·wn enjoy­
ed a lively boom, people flocking in from all tli­
rections. The growth \Vas so rapid that in Au­
gust of the same year, McNu,t.t laid out an addi­
tion to tho town, Williams & Tennison tLUother; 
Willituns & l\fcNat,t t~ third, und in Mun~h, H:\8~, 
lloydon u fourth. When at its best the popula· 
tiou was estimated at near 2000. The four 
springs were nicely improved with '\Valls fencing, 
pipes, etc., bath houses built, substantial busi· 
ness houses erected, and the little city had every 
appearance of permanence. A handsome City 
Park was reserved; a rostrum and band stand 
erected, ~tnd here for several years were held 
picnics, public meetings celebrations, etc., where 
large crmvds always nssembled to enjoy the 
hospitality of the people of the fttmous Indian 
Medicnl Springs. 

Among the prominent men whose na.mes ap­
pt.•tu· in comwt·.tiou with tho plneo ttt that time 
nro: \V. K Hmith, Seott 1•\,rrls, W .• T . .Adkins, 
J. B. Bnt'low P. M. l•'iuk, L. C. Brown, E.dwm·d 
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Bogard and James C. Cole, city attorney. 
One part of the city was named College Hill 

and on this was built a handsome two-story 

school house 36x56 feet being for many years the 

best school building in the county. A handsome 

hotel called the Planter's was built there, and 

for some time did a good business. It is the 

largest and best arranged hotel building ever 

erected in McDonald county. 
But the fates were against Indian Springs and 

the boom soon bursted. The town gradually fell 

into decay. Many buildings were moved away; 

some were uostroyod by fire, while others wero 

left vacant until destroyed by the ra vnges of time. 

In 188i Dr. J. C. PeTit, of Joplin rented tho 

hotel and undertook to establish a printing office 

and infirmary. He advertised quite extensively, 

and for awhile there was hopes of reviving the 

fortunes of the town. But this enterprise failed, 

and now but little is left of the once famous town. 

P. M. Fink has a neat stock of general merchan­

dise and also runs the hotel. Robert Duffield 

has a small general stock. 
The following taken from the history of Mc­

Donald county published in 1888, is a beautiful 

description of the htke and its surroundings. 

ThestNtm boatlmssiueo boensold ttnd tho graml 

(.'lW\ll'Sions numhlll'l'd with t.lw pleasurt's tlmt 
wont with tlw passing of tho city: 
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"At the foot of the hill some 100 yards from 
tho town is lttl!:e Me Natt, o. beautiful body of 
water, formed by the dam across Indittn creek, 
and is about three miles in length by httlf a. mile 
wide, its wttters as clear as cl,"ysta.l and vary-

, ing in depth from five to fifteen feet, its banks· 
diversified with beautiful vttlleys, wooded hills 
and rocky cliffs, whose tops, in places, project 
for many feet over the water and are reflected 
in its clear depths. On this lake has been built 
a beautiful little side-wheel stettm boat capable 
of seating u.bout seventy-five persons, and noth­
ing is more enjoyable thana ride around the lake 
on this boat, giving one a fine view of the wooded 
hills and rocky clitis on one side, and the fertile 
valleys and cultivo.ted fields on the othe1·, andnt 
tho foot of tho lttko the mill, with its whirr nnd 
bustle nnd busy scenes of active life, r~mindhig 
us tlmt we are not wholly seggrega.ted from the 
great work-day world about l,lS. Nowhereinnll 
the great Southwest can there be found within: 
the same radius a more beautiful or picturesque 
region than that immediately surrounding this 
place." 

LANAGAN. 

In 1886 Dr. Fausett in the employment of n.. 
Pennsylvania Oil company bored down to a depth 
of 844 feet where he· struck a strong vein of white 
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sulphur wator which flows with great force. It 
is located on 1.\ high bank of Indian creek and iij 
surounded by various other springs. The oil 
project was abo.ndoned, but M. R. DeGroff, I. D. 
Galbraith T. C. Lanagan and others purchased 
the land and, when the railroad was built, con­
ceb:ed t.he idea of building a town. It was Ct\lled 
Sulphur Well City. But little was done with it 
until the rnilroad, or Ozark Orchard Company 
secured the most of the land whon a depot wus 
built and the placo named I4auagau. The well 
has h(len sealed up, all but a small stream and 
the water conducted to a tank and fountainnear 
the depot. This fountain is quite a novel sight 
and is admired by the mnny huu<lrl~ds of }leoplo 
who stop M this station on tboit• wuy up uud 
clown th~ rot\d. 'rllis nrtosinn w~,u !tows with 
suttlcicut force and volume to SUJlply n. good big 
town, while its modicul qunlities ure nowhere 
sur1)assed in the Gre:tt.Southwest. A beitutiful 
park with numerous sprays and fountains and 
lakes could easily be made here supplied by this 
"natural water works" and Lanagan be made 
one of the most attractive of health resorts. 

At present it is u. prosperous httle villngo with 
three stores, two hotels o. new church and school. 
house, and is doing a large timber business. C. 
Lewis & Son for several years haYekeptalarge 
stock of goods here, run tt saw mill and done per-
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haps the largest business of any one :firm in the 
county. 

NOEL. 

For many years T. A. Marshall kopt a store · 
on his farm in Elk River township, but when 
the railroad was built the town of Noel was plat­
ted and he moved his business to that place. 
There has never been any effort to boom this. 
town, but it has had a steady and permanent 
growth. One of the best business houses in the 
county is at Noel. It. is u. substantial one story 
stone containing four large rooms, Two are oc­
cupied by Marshall, Tatum & Co., one by Dr. 
Beeson'sdrug store, the other by Charles Gratz, 
hard ware. There are several other small stores 
in town. C. E. Davis has just completed a hand­
some hotel building. The O'Jo Club House, , 
whieh st.auds on the promontory betwoon Butlor 
<.'l'\'Ok ttn<l tho l'in1r is ~~ lmmlsomo plnt\O, 'rho 
gm\n olo\·ntor, draws much important busiut'SS 
and, in connection with the stock yards, mnkos 
Noel the most important shipping point in tho 
county for grain and live stock. 

This town is noted for the beauty of its 
location, the style and neatness of its dwellings. 
and its water facilities for fishing, bathing and. 
boating. 
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PINEVILLE. 

On the 11th da.y of June,1847,,the.presentsite 
of Pineville was surveyed for Samuel Burke, 
who then owned the land. Nine blocks were 
laid out, the center one being reserved for a pub· 
lie square. On this the first court house was 

. built a few years later. Thenewtownwo.snam­
. 00. Maryville, in honor of Mrs. Mary Mosier, 
wife of. J. K. Mosier. 

At this time Newton county embraced all of 
the territory now included in McDonald county 
and the records of the location of Mn.ryville are 
on file in that county. Incident to the contest 
over the county seat that came up soon afterward; 

. also partly owing to the fact that the pine forests 
reached almost to the borders of the town, and 
considerable pine lumber was sawed there, the 
name was ohn.nged to Pineville, a few yotws 
nft.t'l' it.R th·8t ti\U'\'('Y· AnothN· l't..'t\NOU glvtm 
for tho clmu~o of ntuuo i~ t.lmt tho1•o was tmoth· 
er :Mttryvillo ln this stt\to. 

When the act of Mtn·ch 8, 1849, passed the 
legislature providing for the organization of 
McDonald county, the commissioners were ap- • 
pointed and ordered to meet at Pineville. But 
the little town of Rutledge bocn.me a contest· 
ant !or the county seat, and a county seat war 
wu.s nt onco llrecipit:\tod. After t\ thl'oo dnys 
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election Rutledge won by a small majority, and 
that place became the soot of justice until it 
was finally relocated at Pineville in 185'7. J. K. 
Mosier and John B. King were among the lead­
ing spirits in favor of Pineville, and Joseph' 
Pearson and Burton McGhee, in favor of Rut­
ledge. 

Tho contost spread from tho rival towns until 
it b~Mmo u. struggle botw~()n tho two ends 
of tho county. During this time cousidert\blo 
ill feelings were engendered, and several fist 
and skull fights occured between members. of 
the two factions. Propositions were bandied 
back and forth to meet at the ford of the river 
and "fight t.he .battle of Beuna Vista'' over 
again, and let the result settle the matter. 
But this "•a.s done rather in a spirit ofhumoror 
bravado. 

In the History of this county published in 1888 
is the following account: "The row over the 
county seat in 1849 resulted in the murder of 
Col pin Goss by Simon Cockerill, David Finch, 
by Ramp Walters, n.nd in old num Finch stnhbing 
Wn.lters t\t tho Stl.me time, from tho effects of 
which he died some time later." 

Dr W. C Duval, then a practicing physician. 
at Rutledge and an eye witness of the· killing of 
Copeland, not Coplin, Goss says it was done in 
a drunken row, and that both parties were west 
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~nd men. Se,·eral plU'ties wcro drunk nnd were 
urging Goss onto Cockerill. The Dr. got be­
tween them and for some time kept them apart, 
but his efforts to make peace between the two 
parties was thwarted by someonecatching him 
from behind and pulling him out of tho way. 
At the snme instant Goss wns pushed onto Cook· 
(ll'ill, who nt ouro th'i.'d his pistol, tho ball pass· 
iug through Goss' hQart. The Dr. also stutt~s 
that the Finch and Walters murders arose from 
& similiar spree. 

The west end of the count.y contained the 
largest population, consequently were able to 
out vote the east end, but in 1857, an act of tho 
legislature was procured providing for the locu.­
tion of the county seat within a certnin distance 
of th~ center of the county. · ·~ 

This left Rutledge out of consideration, a..a.d 
Pineville, being the only point available, was.· 
selected as the permanent county seat. At this 
time tho name Maryvill was changed to Pineville. 
Tho town was located in the northw(lst quart(1r · 
of Sl)ction 84, township::!::?, range 3~, J. K. Mosier . 
donated seventt'ml and one-half acres, Henry 
Miller twenty acres, John B. King fifteen acres, 
and A. A .. Hensleyten acres. The commission­
ers who relocated thecountyseatwhere, Lyman 
Beeman, Moses Shelton and William McClure. 
They performed this important piece of business, 
the first Monday in January, 1858. 
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The records of their transaction, and all ·sub­sequent conveyances, were destroyed during the Civil War, and a suit to establish the title to those lands was afterwards instituted in the cir­cuit court, and a decree rendered to that etiect. That the people of the new county seat had confidence in its future is evidenced by the price of the lots which were sold March 22, 1857. William Southward pnrcht\ised Lot 1, Block 42, for $100.25. Thoma.s H. Howeth purchased Lot 1, Block 49 for $101. Willis R. Cox purch­nsed Lot 8, Block 40 for $100,10. John Carroll purchusod Lot 3, Block 82 for $100. D. T. Lau· derdale and I. I. Hackney purchased Lot 4 Block 42 for $100. Richard Kelley purchased Lot4, Block 32 for $100. ThomasP. Bradleypurchased Lot 2, Block 23 for $50. Various other lots were purchased at the same sale, the lowest price being two lots for $45. One-fourthofthemoney was paid in cash. 
A9<>ut the month of August, 1858, Thomas H. Howeth assigned his interest in Lot 1, Block 49 toW. C. Duval, and in January 1859 J. P. La­Mance bought the interest of William South­ward to Lot 1, Block 42. Smith Elkins was the first County Seat Commissioner for the sale of lots. He wa.s succeeded by G. C. Culp. It np­pears that all the lots were sold except the court house square and half the jail lot. 
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!The first buildings:erected at this place ,vere 
-of logs, John Starns having built the :first house 
in what is now the southwest part of town. A 

.log house was soon after put up just back of 
where Walter's store now is. It was used for a. 

. saloon. . The old Pineville hotel, which was torn 
down in 1894, was built a few years before the 
war. Among the few Ante-Bellum houses that 
are still standing are: The brick hotel now oc­
cupied by John Ware. It was then known as 

· tho Russell House and was operated by Colonel 
Russell; the dwelling now owned by Joseph W. 
Kelley, which was then occupied by Dr. A. W . 

. Chenoweth; the residence now owned by J. H. 
Moffett, and the house now owned by Mrs. Brad­
ley. In 1858 Claudius B. Walker built a two- · 
story frame hotel near :where the south end of 
Farmer & Son's store now is. This was burnt 
by bushwhackers during the war. 

Among the business men in Pineville prior to 
1861 were J. C. Baber, who located here in 1858. 
From that time to 1891 he was one of the leading 
men of the town and county, J. P. LaMance 
was then a merchant doing business at the north­
west corner of the square where Noel & Chen­
.owoth's hardware now is. Samuel Carroll had 
a grocery store on the lots now occupied by J. 
K. Maxfield's building. Samuel K. Cotter was 
doing business where Farmer's store now is. 



74 mSTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

Dn.vid Payne and John Goodrich were the law-' 
yers. W. C. Duval and A. W Chenoweth were 
the doctors. 

The :first court house was a one-story frame, 
built on the lots now occupied by Bradley's liv­
ery stable. This was used until the brick court 
house was completed on the site of the present 
one, about the beginning of the war. The old 

. court house was on the same plan as the present 
one, but was three stories, the upper one having 
been built by the Free Masons. It is said, how­
ever, that it was never occupied by them. In 
August or September, 1863 a raid was made on 
the town by a band of bushwhackers and the 
court house, with all the records there, was set 
fire to and burnt. 

A few of the papers and records had been 
carried away by A. A. Hensley, the clerk, but 
the larger portion had been stored away in the. 
attic. M. N. LaMance, who witnessed the burn­
ing, states that he saw the records fall from the 
attic into the fire below. 

During the war the town suffered to some ex­
tent from the ravages incident to the conflict, 
but since that time it has built up slowly, but 
gradually and at the present time has a numbQr 
of good residences and substantial hrick business 
houses. 

In Novomber, 1872, two·thirds of the taxpay-
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ers petitioned the county court to incorporate 
the town, which was accordingly done, and R. 
L. Hargrove, J. C. Baber, Z. Smith, J. P. La­
Mance and !sam Williams were appointed a. 
board of trustees. The organization proved in­
effective and too expensive for so small a. place 
and was soon abandoned. It was again incorpo· 
rated in 1895, A. C. Walters, J. H. Moffett, A. 
K. Maxfield, Dr. J. C. Farmer, M. N. LaMance, 
being appointed trustees; A. V. Manning City 
Attorney. The organization is still in force .. 

Pinevi~le has not suffered much loss by fire, 
except during the war. However, March 19, 
1879, a fire broke out in Farmer & Chenoweth's 
drug store that destroyed all the business houses 
on the west side of the square north of where 
LaMance's brick now stands. Besides Farmer 
& Chenoweth's store, Malin's drug store, 
Brown's dry goods store, J. W. Warmack's 
grocery store and the News printing officewe~e 
burnt~ The origin of the fire is not definitely · 
known, but it was supposed to have been the 
work of an incendiary,· instigated by a spirit of 
revenge against Dr. Chenoweth on account of 
his persistent fight against the liquor traffic. 

There was no church building at Pineville in 
the earlier days, but the Methodist held services 
in a store building on Main street somewhere in 
the vicinity of the site of the Pineville, or Wilson, 
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hotel. This old building .has· long since ·been 
torn down or other:wise dest.royed. In 1868, the 
old Methodist church was erected which served 
untill896, when the present handsome structure 
was erected, and the old one torn down and the 
lumber used in building .a. neat Parsonage . 
. The present Babtist church, which is a neat 

·and commodious building, was erected in 1888. 
The first . public school at this place was es- , 

tablished a few years. before the war. Aframe 
schoolhouse was built in the northeast part of·· 
town near where Julian Lamb or Mrs. Mor:tjson 
now lives. School was held for a while in the 
old frame court house, but whether before or 
after the war I have not been able to ascertain·. 
The old brick school house was built sometime 
in the seventies. The present two-story brick 
was erected in 1894, at a. cost of $2,500. 

POWELL. 

POWELL has been a central point for that part 
of the county since the first settlement. A small 
grist mill and a distillery were the first enter­
prises started, which were operated until about 
1861. Since the war there has been a store 
most of the time. The post office was established 
a few years after the war. G. W. Howard now 
keeps the store, and there are one or two black­
smith shops. 
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RocKY CoMFORT. 

RocKY CoMFORT is a nice little town in the 

northeast corner of the county, and ha.s a. popu­

lation of between 200 ana SOO people. It can · 

boast of as fine a. set of citizens as can be found . 

in the great Southwest. They have a handsome 

school house, good churches, and almost all 

branches of business are represented. It is lo­

cated in the heart of a rich ab'Ticultural oountry 

which is settled by a thrifty class of people. 

The first part of the name was given from the 

ground being originally covered with rocks on 

the hill sides, while the beautiful valley with 

the spring of cold water suggested the name of 

Comfort. The euphony of the name can not be. 

fully realized until one has seen the place and 

been an eye witness to its appropriateness. 

There were a few families at this place as early 

as 1850, and a few houses are still standing that 

were built before the war. The post office was 

established in 1865 or 1866. Before that time 

the people got their mail at Hazie Bottom in 

Barry county, where a post office was established 

about 1845. 

RUTLEDGE. 

The first county seat of McDonald county was 

at Rutledge on Elk River just below the mouth 
.· ~'~ , .. ~·'lTC \i::'c~~~H.'If 

~~~\'\'f'· '·"'\ 'i ~:;; L~\1\hh I avtlv"'\JI,.;il -.; ,, •.•.. 

JEffERSON GHY I MiSSGUR\ 
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of Indian creek. It bears the distinction of 
having beaten Pineville for the county seat in 
three seperate election. The town dates back 
to 1849. Dr. Duval located at this place when 
he first came to the county. Pearson kept a 
hotel. W enr & Farmer were merchants in the 
early day, afterwards selling to J.P. La1Iance. 
Richard Kelley kept a saloon. There were, 
porhups, uumy gootl pooplo in tho vie.iuity, but, 
"'l'ho ovil that men do livo afto1• thorn," so it 
scoms to be with this little town. It vms here 
that a drunken mob pushed Copehmd Goss onto 
Simon Cockerill, causing him to be shot through 
the heart. Here Hamp Walters killed Daniel 
Finch by stabbing him from the rear with a 
long, murderous bowio knife. It\is related 
tlmt one night A A. Honsloy, Adam 1\fos­
\or nud others, while ou u. sproo, thro\v down 
tho old log court house. The removal of the 
county scat loft nothing of the town but the 
name. Since the building of the railroad u. 
switch lms boeu plncod there and ono or two , 
snmll stores hnve bt'Oil in opomtion most o.f tho 
timo. 'r110 plttce i:;; now called ~Iudg-e. 

SAHA 'l'OGA SPRINGS. 

IN one of the abrupt hollows, or brakes, thnt 
make down from the level lauds near the edge 
of Cow Skin Prairie, in Prairie township, is one 
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of the finest springs of water in this famous 

country of springs. It flows boldly from the 

side of the bluff some thi'rty or forty feet above 

the bottom of the hill in a stream sotne three or 

four inches in diameter. At the top of the hill, 

some two hundred yards away, on a nice, level 

·tract of land, part timber and part prairie, was 

htid out tho town of Saratogn SpringA. Tho 

originttl town was survoyed in October, J~HO, fot• 

Bullock, Wisdom & Cox. Bullock & Wisdom's 

first addition, Bullock & Whitney's second ad­

dition, and Colvin & Baker's addition were all 

laid out in November, 1881. 

This was one of the Medical Springs towns 

and for a year or two promised to be a place of 

some importance. It had tho prettiest location 

mul most tthumlant \mtN' snpply of nll tho mt'd· 

icnl towns. Sovoml good business housoa nnd 
many neat dwellings ·:wore erected. A good 

school was maintained, and a newspaper flour­

ished in its }1ttlmiest days. But the pride of hor 

glory luts long since dopn.rt.etl; the bloom of hm• 

bPtmty faded slowly nwn,r, nnd tlwro is now only 

n fow fnmilit's, u. post ofl:ico and ncouplo of small 

stores remaining of the once promising little city. 

SILVER SPRINGS. 

WILLIAM AND ARZELIA C. HARNESS conceived 

an idea that an immense fortune was flowing 
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away through the waters of a spring on section 6, township '22, range 29, and, in anticipation of the vast treasures of the white metal they ex­pected to gather from the adventure, in August 1881, had the town of Silver Springs surveyed. But the seasons came and went. William's beard . grew grizzled, an~d the cheeks of the fair Arzela · lost the pink tint of youth, but adversity :Happed her wings over the enterprise, and their bright dreams of stocking legs filled with the shining metal vanished for u.ye-and the water stm·­tricldes through the gravel as of yore. 
SIMCOE. 

THIS is a post office and country store on the line between Elk Horn and Richwood townships about half way between Bethpage and Rocky Comfort. A co-operative store was run here for a while but eventually passed into the hands of private persons. The neighboring farmers who had banked their savings in the enterprise, for a while basked in the sunlight of their day-visions when they were to be bloated bond holders and sportgold-headedc~nes. But the weird soughing of the wind through the bare . shelves and the rattle of mice in the empty su­gar barrels a wo1te them from their bright dreams, and a melancholy search wns made in the recess­es of their jeans for about $2000 to settle the lia­bilities. 
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· -· SPLITLOG AND THE RAIL ROAD. 

McDonald county is not wholly devoid of :fl. 
nancial enterprises and the town of Splitlog 
was the product of a scheme that at the time 
produced great excitement in our usually quiet 
community. 

About 1880 Dr. Benna, an old California pros­
pector, entered forty acres of land and began 
prospecting for gold and silver. He was with­
out means, consequently his work progressE:'d 
slowly. The Dr. in some respects, was a pecu­
liar individual and there is little doubt that he 
honestly believed there were bodies of the pre­
Cious metals, could he only find them. He con· 
tinned his work as best he could for upwards of 
:five years. In the summer of 1886 he succeeded 
in getting M. W. Clay of Newton county a.nd 
Smith Nichols of Seneca, interested in the proj­
ect and they took leases and at once began pros· 
pecting. They were apparently more successful 
than the doctor had been, for they soon took 
out dirt that on being sent to Chicago made a 
very encouraging assay. Nichols soon disposed • 
of his interest and Mathias Splitlog a very 
wealthy Indian was induced to take hold of tho 
enterprise. He put down a number of slmfts, 
built a fine hotel and two or three business houses .. · 
The assays continued to be favorable and tho 
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excitement spread. The Neosho Silver Mining 
Company, The Philadelphia Company, and the 
St Louis Company took leases or purchased 
lands. It is claimed that the Philadelphia com­
pany paid $15,000 for the south half section 9, 
township 23, range 33, a particularly barren and 
worthless tract of land. 
Confident of ultimate success, and that the city 

which bore his name would soon be the center 
of a rich mining district, Splitlog conceived the 
idea of building a railroad to his mines. A com- ·· · 
pany was formed, a charter procured and the road 
built and equipped from Joplin to Splitlog, tho 
old Indian furnishing most of the monoy. In tho 
moan timo ho had sold~~ trnct of lund near Wy­
andott, Kttnsns, for $170,000, and most of this ho 
hud invested in his "great project.'' 

By this time it had been. fully demonstrated 
that the mines were worthless; the rich quartz 
was just common McDonald county rock, and a 
poor quality at that. Splitlog's bank account 
was about NON EST and the great balloon instead 
of busting all at once httd received a puncture 
and was dying with a gradual "squizzle." 

But there was too much money invested in the 
rail road to let it be abandoned. Eastern men 
were induced to take hold of it, and work was 
begun to extend it both north and south. For 
a while it was under tho mana~ement of H W. 
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Bush, afterwards of John B. Stevenson. The 
route was changed and Splitlog left o. couple of 
miles off the road. Finally the K. C. P. & G. 
Co. bought it, and for some years it has been in 
operation from Kansas City to Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas. Last year it was pushed on through 
a portion of the Indian Territory, and is now 
eompleted to Pout Arthur, on the Gulf of Mex· 
ico. The little road begun by Mu.thiu.s Splitlog 
hns grown to be one of the most important north 
and south roads in the United States. He died 
at his home in the Indian Territory, about two 
miles below Ti1l City, in Jammry, 1897. A post 
otlico nnd snu~ll store, with n fuw ftuliilios is t~ll 
thoru i.s loft of this ouco promhliug town. 

Mention of this plttco was ovorloolcml in writ· 
i.ng up BufftLlo township. 

SOUTHWEST CITY. 

THIS is the largest and most important town 
in McDonald county, andcontainsmanysubstan. 
tial business houses, neat and handsome dwell· 
ings, and lms a population of some 1,200 people. 
It is located near tho southwest corner of the 
state, the name being derived from the location. 
After talking with a number of the old citizens 
of that place and looking over the situation I 
have concluded that the following account tak­
en from the history of this county published in 
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1888 is as correct as it is possible to get: . 
"The town now known as Southwest City is 

admirably located on the border of the Indian 
Territory, and within 6600 feet of the corner 
stono of Arlm.nsns, Missouri and th~ lndin.n 
country. With.iu the town, and about it on the 
north, west and east, crystn.l springs pour fl,'Om 
the hill-sides, while Honey Creek, which runs 
through the center, is itself a spring stream. 
North is the celebrated Cow Skin Prairie and 
the great :fields of the Cherokees.. Westward is 
the Indian paradise, and south and south west 
is the great pine and hard wood region of the 
Grand Neosho. Within the last few years social 
conditions have entirely changed so that now the 
cattlemen enter town in peace and leave in peace. 
Even the_ Indians have realized the change, and 
conform to it with ease and dignity, giving to 

' the new city some of the old sweotnoss of the 
fo1·me1' sottloment of Honey Creok. 

ccJ. P. Lo.Mance and Bu1·ton McGhee wore·tho 
first settlers of Southwest City in 1842. In the 
spring of 1843, Mr. Lamance and his wife moved 
one-half mile out to Case's Spring, and took 
posession of one of Case's log huts; thence in 
March, 1843, to the site of what is now Saratoga 
Springs, where he resided until 1845, when he 
was appointed government school teachel' in the 
Nation. Burton McGhee opened a. tavern there . 
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1842. Adam Cole settled three-fourths of·a mi).e 
south of McGhee's three ·or four years later. 
Case was a horse-trader, whocamehereto trade 
with the Indiuns and found tho cttbins tLbove 
nnmod. In ono of thoso on bins J onnie LaMu.nce, 
who died in her sixteenth year, was born. In 
1846 Burton McGhee established his trading 
house or general store here, and for ten years 
after that date carried on a large business. In 
1856 he sold his stock of goods to J.P. La Mance 
and returned to his farm on Cow Skin Prairie, 
whore he died. 

A part of the MeG hee property was sold by 
the administrator of the estate to J. C. Lamson 
after the close of the war. In 1870 Mr. Lamson 
had a town site surveyed here under the name 
ofSo'?-thwestCity. TheLaMance store was con· 
tinued here until the close of 1861. In 18ll6 a 
house was bunt by Alex Struthers north o.f what 
is now the Coruin House, nnd in this building 
Ltt:Manco nnd Struthers continued business until 
H:\ll!), whenJ. Struthers purchased their respect· 
ive interests. The Barto"l.store was established 
in 1871. In 1870, when Col. Shields built his 
hotel, now the Corum Honse, John and Alex 
Struthers' store stood whore the Struther's 
dwelling stood before the tire of 1877. South 
was Pollard's blacksmith shop, the same which 
Bn.rton fitted for a store-room. About this time 
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the tobacco warehouse of Col. Bondurst on Wet 
Prairie was confiscated, and much of the lumber 
brought to the new city and partly used in build­
ing the houses just south of the Smith & Sea­
bourn brick block. Hugh Blair lived in a cab­
in 100 yards west of the same block. A black• 
smith shop.stood fifty yards north of Honey 
oro(lk, on tho wost sido of tho rond. , 

Tho first school tt\ught b. oro Wtts by Leo Smtth, 
about 18139 or 1870. It was in a small frame 
building, lined with brick, which stood a few- · 
yards southeast of where Mrs. Fannie Preston's 
residence now is. The old two,story frame school 
house was built about 1885. The present, a 
handsome two-story brick with six rooms was 
built in 1896, at a cost of $5,000. 

Tho :Methodist, Du.ptist, Christians and Pros­
byteril\ns all have neat churches. 

During its nearly thirty years existence this 
little city has had many exciting scenes, the two 
most noted of which are the fire which· occured 
Sundny, Jt\nunry 10, 18t12, and the bank robbery, 
'''hich took plttce Mo.y 10, 1894. Thoy are gru.ph· 
icu.lly doscribod in the Enterprise of January • 
16, 189:!, and May 11, 1894respectively nsfollows: 

"On Sunday morning lastat about4:S0o'clock 
a loud explosion, which shook the very earth 
andmadethewindowsand shutters rattle in ev­
ery home in Southwest City and which awakened 
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our citizens, was but the n.relude to the cry of 
. . FIRE, FIRE, which resounded through our streets, . 

accompanied by the furious ringing of bells and 
the cries. of people as they frantically rushed 
:from their homes to the scene. 

When first discovered smoke was seen issuing 
from the Masonic Temple over Smith & ·sea­
bourn's httrdwaro stm'D, t\nd the light from the 
tlamos could bo pltlinly soon lllnying ngainst 
the curtained windows. 

Mr. Turner, a photographer, who sleeps in 
his tent-gallery opposite the hardware store on 
the other side of the street, was awakened by 
the violent concussion of the shock and a shower 
of plate glass and other broken matter, against 
his tent. In less than a half minute he was in 
the hardware building with a bucket of water 
he had snatched up. The whole front was blown 
out which accounted for the previous shower of 
glass, which awakened him. A pla.ee was burn­
ing in the back part of the building, apparently 
lmlf-way across the room between two joist.~, 
and the lamp which was suspended had fallen 
to the floor and broken n.nd the oil waos burning, 
which he promptly put out. But fire was drap­
ing from the ceiling all around and he hurried 
back to replenish his bucket with water. By 
the time he got back with the water quite anum­
her had congregated, and the :fire by this time· 
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was bursting from the windows up 'stairs and 
the fire in the interior of the hardware was 
dropping down steadily, but hesitated when the 
othere:xplosiolioccurred-one, two, three times. 

"In tho mea.n time Mr. Mastin, who works in 
the bu.ck 1mrt of the room in the ho.rnes·mltking 
dopurtmeut, arrived nt the back door which was 

- open. He was engaged in trying to get down 
some hnrness to carry out when another eX})lo­
sion occurred and he quit precipitately. The 
flrt.) WitS thou UN\l'ly o.ll in front of the hardware 
n.ml wn.s ~Pl'l.ltu.ling thl'O\tgh t.ho nrehwn.y whioh 
t.~mmocts tho gcm.n·t~l morclmudlso room u.ud is 
n.t tho btwk•of tho cntmuco of Smith Bros. drug 
store which was located between the t\vo stores. 
In ten minutes the whole building was in flames 
up and down stairs and it was with difficulty 
that parties having offices in the second story 
of the adjoining building north reached them 
n.nd saved a few effects, for the smoke was stif- · 
ling. In about half an hour three adjoining _ 
bricks were in flames and the flames were still 
spreading._ From this block of bricks the fire, 
which was intensely hot, spread t.o Dumont's 
grocery and Dr. Frank Smith's office. The fire 
on the north jumped the side street across to 
the Gorton building, a frame, which contained 
l\Iurph Harmon,s saloon, and all heroic meas­
ures failed to keep it from going; awnings were 
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torn away !rom before the sal~n "'and Sa.nders 
& Morrison's store on the north and a line of 
bucket men stood on the roof of Sanders & Mor­
rison's fire wall, which is a hollow one, and to­
gether with a free use of salt the building was 
saved, although badly damaged. 

l 'Dr. Frank Smith's office was the last building 
on the southern limits of the burned district to 
go with the rest. It was a small one-story frame 
and was partly torn down by the force of men 
on this sido. A lino of m.on with buckets and 
wot l)ltmkots, l'O·inforcod by plenty of wu.tor, 
kopt wu.tclumd fought va.Urntly from the fiNwu.ll 
of Mrs. Dustin's drug store, which is also a blind 
wall, and the fire was finally got under full con­
trol. But forces of workers were busy on the 
front of the Corum House, oppsite the scene qf 
the fire and wet blankets and water did their 
work well. The front ofJohn Struthers' store 
on the same side of the street as the Corum House, 
was subjected to like treatment. 

"In the mean time the large frame implement 
ware-house of Smith & Seabourn's at the back 
of the block could not be saved, and out-buildings 
galore were wiped up in the immediate vicinity, 
amop.g which was Mrs. Dustin's barn and con- _ 
tents, D. E. Havens' ware house, and only by 
the best of work was Mrs. Dustin's residence 
saved. 
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.AMONG THE LOSERS. 

Dr. Frank Smith lost $60, probably in books, 
instruments, etc. 

Doty & Lee, proprietors of the The Enterprise, 
lost everything except. books. They. hold their . 
loss at $600. 

Mrs. Dustin had her stable and contents de­
stroyed and barely saved her residence. Per· 
sonalloss$100. 

The Dr. B. F. Smith, Sr., estate lost in two 
frame and one brick buildings burned, probably 
over $3,500. 

Combs Bros. paint shop, brushes, oils, paints, 
&c., were entirely consumed by the fire. Loss 
about$25. 

The Masonic fraternity lost everything, which 
they valued at $200, having recently re-fitted 
and re-furnished their rooms. No insurance. 

C. U. DuMont's grocery lost a.bout$200, prin· 
cipally contents of his wareroom. However he 
retreated in very good shape considering. No 
insurance on stock. 

In the G. A. R. Hall over D E. Raven's store, 
the belongings of that order, also of the S. of V. 
and W. R. C. were almost a complete loss. The 
first lost goods valued at $125; S. of V., a.t.$10; 
W. R. C., $25. 

D. E. Havens who occupied the Dr. Smith_ 
brick saved everything but;the contents ofa. ware-
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house on back, which contained oil· and bulk 
goods. He places his loss at about e200, a 
great share of which he attributes to persons of 
pilfering habits. 

Drs. Quarles & Christian's offices and con­
tents werealmostacompleteloss. Dr. Quarles, 
however, saved a couple a.rmloads of books from 
his fine library. The loss to him and his office 
associate is nearly $1,200. Books, instruments 
and all went, except what they had at 
their homes on the night in question. 

Smith Bros., druggists, lost their Eintire stock, 
but they were insured to the amount of $1,000 
on stock. Books, papers and cash taken from 
safe after the fire were uninjured. W. F. Smith, 
the junior member, lost the Gorton building 
valued at $400, in which Murph Harmon con- . 
ducted his saloon. Mr. Harmon is out about 
$250, principally in bar fixtures, a great part of 
his liquor stock being saved. What was sav~d 
of his bar fixtures were so badly damaged as to 
render .them almost worthless. 

Smith & Seabourn are the heaviest losers by 
the fire, their loss being estimated at $20,000. 
Their brick block comprised four large, hand­
some business rooms; overhead were the Enter­
prise office, Drs. Quarles & Christian's office, 
Opera house and Masonic hall. Their hardware 
stock was a ·total loss, except implements and 
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wagons, ·etc., which -,.vere stored in their ware· 
house, a part of which_ were saved. About $3· 
000 worth of general merchandise and $1,000 
worth of implements were got beyond the reach · 
of the flames. Papers and safe contents taken 
out. No insurance. 

BANK ROBBERY. 

"About 3,30 o'clockyester~ayafternoonseven 
well armed men rode into town from the south 
and dismounted in the street, just back of the 
post office, and tied their horses. . Thre~ of them 

. made their way immediately to the bank while 
the other four took positions, two in the pool 
hall just north and across the street from the 
post office, while the other two stood in Dr. 
Nichol's yard. The fu·st words heard from them 
was an order for every body to hunt holes, 
accompanied byanoath. Togivetheirlanguage 
more force, they began firingtheirwinchesters, 
and kept up a fuscilade. The men proceeded to 
the bank and covered Mr. Ault, the owner of the 
bank, and Mr. Snyder, an assistant with revol­
vers. Two of the men immediately crawled 
through _the cashier's window, while the third 
held revolvers on Mr. Ault and Mr. Snyder. 

After relieving the vault and the cashier's . 
drawer of the money, they depo$ited it in a sack, 
and made for their horses, keeping up a con-
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sta.nt :firing at every one who dared to show his 
head. While the three men were in the bank, 
the four men on the outside were doing deadly 
execution with theirwinchesters. 

Ex-State Senator Seabournand brother Oscar 
were in front of Mrs. Dustin's hardware store 
when the shooting began, and as they started 
for thestoredoortwo shots fired simultaneously 
struck them, and singularly, in very nearly the 
same place, just above the right hip joint in close 
proximity to the lower abdomen. The ball that 
hit J. C. passed through, while the ball that hit 
Oscar had lodged, and at this writing has not 
J:?een located. M. V. Hembree, who was in 
"IN. L. Barker's saloon, received a ball in the 
ankle almost severing his leg, and will probably 
have to be amputated. By this time men had 
secured guns aud returned the fire, and the rob­
bers made retreat as fast as possible. As they 
passed the street to Broadway and turned south, 
they encountered Simpson Melton, Deputy U. 
S. Marshal and fired three shots at him, one 
taking effect in the right leg, making a flesh 
wound. Melton returned the fire, hitting one 
of their horses which had to be abondcd in the 
south part of town. 

About 100 shots were fired on Main street, 
and sounded like war times, and many citizens 
had very close calls from the robber's guns. 
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They ;rode good horses and the men were under 
middle age, and it is reported that one of the 
men was recognized as one of the parties who 
was arrested on suspicion as being connected 
with the Bentonville robbery a few months ago. 
Mr. Ault, of the bank, informs us that the rob­

bers secured in the neighborhood of$3,700. For­
tunately for Mr. Ault, his insura.nce covers 
nea.rly, if not nll the loss. After securing the 
money Mr. Ault and Mr. Snyder were marched 
with the robbers to their horses, and then or­
dered to find holes and be quick about it. 

-;_ The robbers met a warm. reception as they 
turned south on Broadway, as several parties, 
including City Marshal, Carlyle, D. E. Havens, 
G. W. Smith, E. W, Eslinger and S. Melton 
were there with their guns, and were notafraid 
to use them. It .is supposed that one of their 
horses was shot at that time by S. Melton, and 
another one was shot by J. D. Powell, who put 
in some good work as they passed his house. 
Olun·ll'S li'mnks nnd Dink Pmt.or nlso ~avo tl\(.)lU 
n dosci ns th~y pussod tho Bnpth;t church. 

It is pretty well known tlmt two of tho rob­
bers were wounded as they stopped several teams 

· going into town and secured horses, and their 
wounds were plainly seen. One is shot near 
the· eye and the other in the back or hip, as in 
changing horses he was not able to handle him-
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self. They took a. horse from Shade Johnson, 
and one from a man by the name of Vaughn 
~nd another from Dave Smith, but afterward 
turned it loose as it could not travel fast enough." 

J. C. Seabourn died of his wound a few days 
later, but his brother Oscar eventually recov­
ered. Hembry 's foot was taken off above the 
ankle. 

The robbers wont ina southwesterlydh•oction 
and track of them Wlts finally lost some distance 
below Grand river. That night they stopped .· 
for supper some twelve or fourteen miles below 
Southwest, where they dressed their wounds. 
The lady who got their supper stated that six. 
of the seven were wounded. Various parties 
were suspected and· three arrests were made. 
Dr. Wynn and a man named Sparks were the 
first two. After investigating the matter, 
Sparks was discharged, but Wynn was placed 
in jail until the next term of court. The grand 
jury failod to find a bill n.nd he wn.s rolottsod. 
J"nnws Condry wns huliott'd, hut. tho <mso was 
nolliod, thoro bt,ing- no L\\'hlL'lltltl ag-ainst him. 

In the courso of time it Wtts domoustrtttod to 
t.he satisfaction of must uf the people of the 
town that the raid had been made by Bill Doolin 
and his gang. One of them died of n. wound 
received in this robbery, five were afterwards ·. 
killed, and the other one is now serving a term 
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in the penitentiary for some crime of a similar 
kind. · 

TWIN SPRINGS. 

IN the year 1880-1 there was quite a mania 
for Medical Springs towns over the Southwest 
and McDonald county came in for its share. In 

-September 1881 J.P. Madden had a town platted 
on Lot 2 of the northwest quarter of section 19, 
township 22, range 32. Quite a number of peo­
ple settled there and a promising little village 
was stn.rted. The water is very fine and the 
principal spring flows in a lttrge stream from 
the side of the hill in quantities sufficient to sup· 
ply a large town. But water, alone, will not 
support a town and after an unsuccessful strug· 
gle of several years the last business enterprise 
was abandonded. 

At the Junetermofthecountycourt, 1895, the 
owner of the land by J. A. Sturges, his attorney, 
ap11eared and procured an order vacating the 
public square, park, streets and alleys of the 
town and thus Medical Twin Springs wn.s no 
more. 

WHITE HOCK SULPHUR SPRINGS .. 
THIS littlo vill!tge derives its name from ·a. 

htrgo Whlto Sulphur spring which furnishos n.n 
abundance of tluo wnterwhichcontnins hcmlit1g 
properties. 

It wtts laid out in 1HR2. and at present contains 
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threeorfour businesshousesallofwhich enjoy a 
· fair trade. It is rather a pretty place and is 
surrounded by the most picturesque scenery ·to 
be found in the county. 

BETHPAGE. 

THIS is the name of a country store and post 
office in Elk Horn township that was established 
some time after the war. For the past several 
years W. W. Chase and Woolard Brothers have 
kept stores here. 

A few years ago a small mill was in operation 
but it was afterwards convertedintoadistillery, 
which is in operation at the present time. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

CRIMINAL SKETCHES. 

THE CHENOWETH MURDER •.• 

ON the night of September 12, 1888, Dr. A.· 
W. Chenoweth was shot from ambush just-·at 
the brow of the hill on the Neosho road at the' 
.north edge of Pineville; The doetorliveda.bout 
a quarter of a mile from town, and some time 
after dark got in his buggy and st.a.rted home. 
When he reached the point above stated two 
reports from a shotguninquicksuooession rang 
out on the night air and the doctor fell from his 
buggy, riddled with buckshot~ The team went 
on home and stopped at the barn. 

This, with the reports of the gun, alarmed 
the family, and his son, Curtie, ran down the 
road to see what had oooured. Coming upon 
the dead body of his father in the road he uttered 
a scream of terror and grief tho.t was heard 
throughout the little town, and soon the entire 
population had go.thered at the scene of the 
tragedy. Intense excitement prevailed. One 
of the most useful, prominent and beloved mom-
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bers of the community had fallen~ victim to the 
cowardly assassin, and the threats and impre· 
cations of a justly indignant people were ming· 
led with the cries of grief from the terrified and 

. almost heart broken wife and children. 
The doctor, for years, had been a. leading ad­

vocate of temperance and a. bitter 'opponent to 
the illicit traffic in liquor. His antagonism to 
blind tigers .and saloons had incurred the ill will 
of some of its advocates. This feeling was, 
also, very likely indulged in by a few of his' 
political and personal enemies. Garland A. Mann 
for several years had been his open and avowed 
enemy, and had time and again threatened his 
life. Mann had kept a suJoon in Pineville at 
different times and had probably sold liquor 
without license. It was through transactions 
connected with the saloon and liquor business 
that the enmity between the two men was first 
engendered. Besides, Chenoweth was a member 
of the Pension Board of Examiners and Mann 
was an applica.nt for a. pei.J.sion. He claimed 
that the doctor used his influence to defeat his 
claim. As time passed on ~he animosity grew 
stronger. Mann brooded over his ills, whether 
real or supposed, until he imagined every trans· 
action of his life that turned out adverse was 
caused by the connivance of his enemy. This 

. state of mind had so wrought upon Mann, and 
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his threats ~ad became so frequent and bitter. 
that the doctor's friends often warned him of 

· his danger, and whentheo:dmewas perpetrated 
suspicion nt once 1·ested on Mann and he was 
arrested tho next day. 

The trial which ensued was the most noted 
that has ever originated in this county. A change 
of venue was granted to Newton county. The 
defendant owned a farm on the river, besides 
some other property which he gave to his law· 

' yers for his defense. Eminent legal talent was 
employed on both sides. Each side had friends 

, of influence and the fight was long and bitter. 
One party was fighting for thelifeofthedefend· 
ant, the other contendingthatthevengeance of 
the law might be invoked on the murder of their 
friend. He was first tried in April, 1884, the 
trio.l ln.stlng \tntll May ri, whon tho jury, unable 
to ngroo, wns dl~:~olmrgod. Ho wns agt~in trlod 
in August, couvictod of rum·dor in· tho 1h·st do· 
groo and sentenced to bo hung. Tho case wa.s 
reversed in the supreme:courtand remanded for 
re-trial. The trial was again begun in May, 
1885. This resulted in a mistrial the jury being 
unu.ble to ngroe. The fourth trial \vas begun 
August 8, 1885 but on Aug. 6, Mo.nn was killed 
in jo.il by a mob, and thus the noted and expen­
sive trittl was terminated. About 1. o'clock that 
night a mob, variously estimated at from 100 to 
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150 men surrounded the jail at Neosho where 
Mann was confined. A deputation of ten or 
twelve went in and demanded the keys of Sn.m 
Cotter, one of the gmn'<.ls, and then of Johnson. 
They denied having the keys. Tho door of the 
jail was then burst in and the door of the cell 
battered down. Mann was o! course unarmed, 
but it is said that he fought like a. savage beast 
at bay. But the avengers of his victim's blood 
were at hand and a few pistol shots were fired, 
then two discharges from a shot gun and the 
last act in the great tragedy was over. On ex­
amination, the doctors found six wounds any one 
of which would have been fatal. 
. As to the guilt of Mann, we haNe never heard 
even his friends express a doubt. One of the 
attorneys in tho case told the writer that one 
timo Mann p1·opn.rod u. conft,ssion of tho crinw, 
but it wtts (h,st:royt'd by ono of hiR t\ttornoy!!l, 
who insb:'ltt'd tlmt an aoquiUal would eventually 
bo secured. No one Wt\s over arrested for the 
killing of Mann, although an effort was made to 
discover the parties who constituted the possee. 
This protracted trial cost over $10,000, and bad 
. blood was engendered which lasted for several 
years, thoug-h no sorious trouble over grow out 
of it. 

In October, 1884. A. M. Dillin, of Pineville 
was arrested as an accessory to the killing of 

..... 
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Chenoweth, but was tried and acquitted by a jury 
of his o'vn county, there being no substa.u.tioJ. 
evidence against him. 

THE JIM WISDOM CASE. 

ONE n1~ht in D(IC(Itnhl'r, 1883 thero was a. da.noo 
o.t o. honso on tlun-ivm't\ fo\\' lUil()Stl.boveSnra· 
toga.. Among others in t\ttondttnco were Jnmos 
M. Wisdom, thou post mn.ster at Sttratoga., and 
William Judy, a young man less than twenty 
years of age. Wisdom was also deputy Sheriff, 
and claimed he went to the dance for the pur­
pose of arresting a couple of parties for whom 
he had u. wnrrant. The evidence adduced at the 
trial of Wisdom proved that when the dance 
broli:e up Wisdom flourished his pistol, nbused 
Judy and swore he would kill him. He wanted 
to ride on Judy's horse, and the boy'insisted on 
Wisdom taking the horse 'vhile he would walk. 
Wisdom, however, compelled the boy to get on 
nnd ride up to t'l. stump and let him get on be­
hind all tho time flourishing his pistol and swear­
ing he would kill him. The two rode off in front 
of the rest of the party Wisdom hold of the bri· 
dle reins and still cursing and using his threats. 
When they reached the forks of the road where 
the Saratoga road turns up the hill a short 
distance belO\Y where A. J. Avery now lives, 
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the other following on down the rlYer bottom, 
Wisdom. rode a. few yards down the riYer bottom 
road,. shot Judy through the body, threw him off 
the horse, then turned across to the Saratoga. . 
road and went home on the poor boy's horse. 
Parties who were behind on foot came up a fow 
mou1ents lntt'r t\nd found tho body lying uN\d by 
tho rou.d !:lido. Wisdom who wns undoubtedly 
(lrunk claimed the next morning thn.t he knew 
nothing about it. 

These were squally times in McDonald county. 
Austin had killed Hearrell in January 1882. At 

. the February term of court Madison EYans wns 
acqitted of the murder of Sherill Brooks, whom 
many of the neighbors say he had called out 
one morning and shot down in cold blood. The 
following September Dr. A. W. Chenoweth was 
shot from ambush while returning to his home 
near Pineville. These nrirues and the acquittal 
of so many defendants exasperated the people 
and tl!ey determin(ld to take the law in their own 
hands. Wisdom, Garland A. Mann, and other 
prisoners, who were kept in the Carthage jail, 
w·hen brought to Pineville for trial had to be 
heavily guarded, and oil different nights were 
secretely taken out in the woods and concealed 
until morning. The prisoners and their guards 
endLlrei much inc::mven.ience and suffering from 
the cold and exposure, but at that time avoided 
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mob violence. 
Wisdom was tried at the April term 1884 of 

our circuit court, and found guilty of m~rder in 
the :first degree. The' judgment was .affirmed 
on appeal to the supreme court, but the gov­
ernor of the state commuted his sentence to o. 
life term in the state pennitentiary. During 
his confinement he was sick nearly all of the 
time, and after a few years he was pardoned 
and sent home to die with his fu.mily and friends, . 
the prison physicians giving an opinion•tho.t he 
wu.s in the ln.st stages of consumption and could 
livebutafewweeks. He,however, soonregained 
his health and at last reports was still alive and 
prosperous. 

THE HEARRELL MURDER. 

ABOUT sundown, January 20, 1882, B. F. Aus­
tin shot and killed E. J. Hearrell, at the resi 
dence of W. C. Price on Buffalo creek. There 
had been some dealings, also some trouble be­
tween the parties previous to the killing, but 
nothing of so serious a nature was apprehended. 

The Price residence consisted of a double log 
house with a porch between the two rooms. 
Price with his family at that time occupied the 
east room while Austin, his son-in-law, lived 
in the west room, the houc;e however, stands 
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diagonally fronting southeast. Austin kept a 
blacksmith shop some sixty yards north of the 

house. 
On the afternoonofthe killing, the writer was 

at the shop and Austin stated to him that he ex­

pected Hea.rrell to sue him on an account and in 

case he did so wanted his services as attorney 

to defend the case. About one hour after this 

conversation took place the killing occurred. 

Horra.ll ct\me to the shop and a dispute arose 

concerning the account. W. C. Price, Jr., thana 

little boy, was the only one present. He states 

thn.t Hearrell threatened Austin's life, unless 

the balance he claimed was paid. The three got 

over the fence together, a. high, staked and rid­
ered rail fence, between the lot and house yard, 
and started towards the house. Old Mr. Price 

was sitting in his room with his back towards 

the porch door when his son, little Billie bolted 

in and in a very excited manner exclaimed "Pa, 

come quick, Mr. Hearrell is going to kill Ben," 

The old gentlemanreplied, "\Vhy,Ireckonnot" 

and started to rise from his chair. Just then a 
shot was fired, a.nd when Mr. Price reaclied the 

door Heurrell was in the act of falling. Austin 

being young :.\nd active, had run from where 
they crossed the fence to the house, sixty yards, 

some distance in advance of Hearrell who was 

getting old, On reaching the house Austin ran 
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into his room, caught down his rifle and, taking rest on the side of the door, fired the fatal shot. The bullet entered the neckjustabovethe collar bone and severed the main artery. The distance between the two at the time the shot was :fired was about thirty feet. Deceased was a large, . powerful man and would no doubt have severely - beaten Austin, had he overtaken him, but he was wholly unarmed. 
The case created great excitement in that . vicinity and Austin was severely condemned by the public. But at the following August term _of court he was acquitted on the grounds of self defence. 
Several yea.rs later, 1894, Austin was shot and killed in the Indian Territory, by an Indian named Tom Crawford. Crawford was convicted of manslaughter in the United States court at Fort Scott, Kansas, and served a short term in the penitentiary. 

THE MURDER OF LULA NOEL. 

ONE of the most appaling crimes ev~r com­mitted in McDonald county was the murder of MaryLulaNoeldaughter ofW. H. andS. E. Noel on the 10 day of December ,1892. She was young, extremely handsome and her lady like manners made her a favorite with all who knew her. On 
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the Wednesday preceding, William Simmons, 
a young man who lived at Joplin, came down to 
visit her. She was staying with her sister, Mrs. 
Sydney Holly, who then lived on the old Mann 
farm.. He remained there until Saturday. On 
Friday evening arrangements weremade to the 
effect that next morning Holly's folks were to 
go over to W. H. Noel's and the two families 
were to go together to the town of Noel. Holly 
.and his wife were tovisitover nightatthe home 
of a relative on Mill creek. Simmons was asked 
to gv with them but declined, saying he would 
walk over to Lanagan and take the freight train 
to Joplin. Miss Noel said she would remain 
with Will (Simmons) until he went away and 
then go across the river to her father's if the 
water was not too high, otherwise she would 
remain on ~at side with some of the relatives 
who were quite numerous. Theriver was then 
pastfording forvehicles, but was being crossed 
on horse back. About 8 o'clock in the morning 
Holly and his wife started away leaving Sim­
mons and Miss Noel together at their house. 
';l'his was the last ever seen of her alive. In­
stead of returning home on Sunday, Holly and 
his wife remained at her father's the next few 
days. Lula had not come home, but no great 
uneasiness was felt as she was supposed to be 
nt some of the relatives across the river. On 



108 IDSTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

Monday and Tuesday inquiry was made when it was ascertained she was not in the neighbor­hood. A letter was at once dispatched to an uncle at Webb City, with whom she made her home part of the time, and it was thought prob­able she had gone there. When the answer came back that she was not there, the anxiety of her parents and family that had been growing deeper all of the time suddenly increased to a frenzy of excitement. Their beo.utif 111 daughter and sister was gone, lost; no one knew where, andonlythose whohaveexperienced the feeling ,can realize the agony which clung to them day 
and night. 

Her father and Mr. Holly went to Joplin on Friday to see what tidings they could gain. At the trial Holly swore that he saw Simmons and said to him "Will, your girl's ~one." Sim­mons trembled violently a few seconds and re­
plied. "Is that so?" He asked no questions concerning her and appeared to be desirous of avoiding the conversation. When asked if she came away with him, he replied that she did not. They stood in silence a few moments when Simmons remarked, ''You don't suppose the fool 
girl jumped in the river and drowed herself, do you?" They returned homP. thatnight and the next day, Saturday December 17,just one week from the day she was last seen, a systematic 



mSTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 109 · 

search was begun. The whole country was 
arroused and hun<heds of people joined to aid in 
finding the body, for it was now the universal 
opinion thatshehadbeenkilled. Thehillsfrom 
the Holly house towards Lanagan were gone 
through for a. while in the early morning then 
the crowd repaired to the river. The deep 
holes were dragged, giant powder exploded and 
-every spot examined for some distance up and 
down the stream. Finally a.bout 2 o'clock in 
the afternoon, in a narrow, swift place in the 
river at the lower end of a large, deep hole of 
water, the body was found where some of the 
clothing had caught in a willow that projected 
into the water. It was but little more than a. 
quarter of a mile below her father's house and 
within a few feet of the road along which her 
parents had passed'that fatal Saturday after­
noon unconscious of the great tragedy that had 
been enacted. On examination afterwards con 
elusive evidences of a. violent death werefound. 
A bruise on one temple, one spot on one cheek 
and three or four on the other, as though a. 
hand had been placed over her mouth to stiffie 
her screams, finger prints on the throat, were 
all plainly visible. Besides a bruise the. size of 
the palm of one's hand on the back of the head 
and her neck broken. The 1 ungs were pez?:ectly 
dry and all eYidences of drowning were absent. 
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The evi douce was wholly eiroumsta.ntia.l put poin· 
ted very strongly to the guilt of the defendant. 

There were tracks of a man and woman cor· 
responding in size and shape with Simmons and 
Miss Noel's found leadingfromthe Holly house 
across tho field to near the river bank at the 
upper ond of tho big hole of water above men­
tioned. At tho lower ond wtts n ford, nnd it is 
tho supposition tlmtthe twownlkcddown to the 
river, she intending to wait at the ford and call 
to her parents as they passed on their way home 
to take out a horse from the wagon and assist 
her across. 

The finding of her body naturally increased 
the excitement. A warrant was at once issued 
for Simmons and he was apprehended in Joplin 
just as he wns preparing to leave. Had he been 
brought to Pineville at thttt time it is likely he 
would have been summarily dealt with, but he 
waived examination nnd remttined in the jttil at 
Neosho. At the February term of our court 
18tll3 ttn indictment wus roturnl.ld ttgtdnst him for 
murdm· in the llrst dogroe. A change of venue 
wns gmntod to Newton county and the case tried 
nt tho following May term. Some seYont.y wit· • nesses were examined and the case was hotly 
contested by both sides. The jury were unable 
to ngree and were finally discharged. The trial 
again came on at the following November term. 
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Atthistria.l the attorneys for t.hesta.tetookthe 
.position that there was a probability or, at least, 
a possibility that the killing was done on a. sud­
den impulse and without deliberation and asked 
:for and was granted an instruction for murder 
in the second deg1·ee as well as in the first degree. 
'rho jury roturm'd o. vm·dict fo1· murder in tho 
.socond dogree and assessod the punishment at 
ten years in the penitentiary. Thus ended an­
other of the most noted criminal cases ever on 
the docket in our county. 

CANADA BILL. 

DURING the summer and fail of 1886, a. half· 
breed Indian from Canada, called 11Canadri. Bill," 
had been employed by various parties in the 
Roark neighborhood. He appeared to be a man 
of vicious habits and of rather inferior mental 
faculties. 

One u.fternoon in December, 1886, Mrs .. Robert 
Roark, who lived in the Rottrk valley near the 
No~vton county line, wus left alone with her 
lit.tlo childron. Bill httppened to pass by and 
finding her alone made indecent proposals which 
was followed by an assault. A desperate strug­
gle ensued. The fight begun in the house and 
terminated in the road outside the yard some 

. twenty or thirty·yards away. During the fight 
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her little boy some three or four years old, threw 
an ear of corn and hit his mother's assailant. 
Perhaps, frightened by her screams for help, 
or believing assistance was at hand, he suddenly 
abandoned the assault and fled. Mrs. Roark 
was bruised in several places where he had 
struck her and her clothing was badly torn, but 
she was not seriously injured. She immediately 
fled to the nearest neighbors and gave the alarm .. 
A possee was soon in pursuit and in a few hours 
hor n.ssttilant was captured in the Indian Territo­
ry Tho Indian policeman arrested him and de­
liverell him to the possee to be brought back to 
this county for trial. He was taken to the house 
of P. P. Rinehart to be guarded through the 
night. Not long after dark a mob surrounded 
tho house and demanded the prisoner. Mr. Rine­
hart went out and requested them to go e.way, 
which they apparently consented to do. Short­
ly afterwards the prisoner, with several guards, 
was started off to Pineville. They went on foot 
across the fields and through the woods. When 
they ren.ched the foot of the big hill on the 
Sl\noca road noa.r Butlttlo crook, they halted \tnd 
built up tt th·(~ to koop warm whiln ouo of tho 
Lttgm· boys WL'Ilt homo to got n t.otLm and wugon. 
After waiting hl'l'O for some time thoy stnrtod 
on, und had gone but a short distu.nce when thoy 
were ~mddenly surrounded by n mob which at 
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once took charge of the prisoner. In the·mean 
time, 'Canada Bill. seemed to be aware of the fate 
that probably awaited him. He had talked over 
his crime freely and acknowledged his guilt. 
He signified a desire to plead guilty and said he 
thought he ought to be sent to the penitentiary, 
but he did not think he deserved to be lynched. 
He was taken on down the road to where a clump 
of eight or ten large trees stood near Sam Owen's 
field, and hung to the limb of a black oak. In 
his last moments Canada Bill proved himself 
worthy of the stoicalrace to which he belonged. 
Seeing that his captors were devoid of mercy 
and protests were in vain, he resigned himself 
to his doom and met death in a spirit worthy of 
any hero. The guards who were permitted to 

witness his execution said that when the rope 
was placed around his neck and thrown over 
the limb that he never utteredagroanormov~d 
a muscle, but .was drawn up like a log of wood 
and died as quietly as though he had lain down 
to a peaceful sleep. He had been guilty of a 
grovous otft'nse, but grovottsly did ho answor 
for it. Aft...n· tho inqut'st the nextdtty tlie body 
was plaeed in a rude coffin and buried ne:tr the 
top of the hill. 

A year from the following summer a small cy­
clone dipped do'\"01 and tore up the entire grove 
including the tree to wh~ch he was hung. 
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THE Moonm MURDER. t 

ON Wednesday night, July 19, 1894, C. L. 
Moore and his wife, Mary A. Moore, were mur· 
dered in cold blood at their residence near Titf 
City. The following account taken from the 
McDonald County Republican of July 27, 1894, 
is substantially correct: 

11Tho greu.tostcrimetho.twas ever perpetrated 
in time of pea.ce in McDonald county was com· 
mitted last Wednesday night by the murder of 
C. L. Moore and his wife. 

The Moore residence is situated in a narrow 
' vnlley that mt\kos up frmn Bufft\lo creek about 
a mile o.ud ouo-half above Tift City. The v~l· 
ley runs nearly north and south, and the house, 
a good-sized two story frame, is situated on the 
west side, fronting about east. The road lead­
ing from Buffalo creek to the State Line road 
on the uplands runs in front of the house about 
a hundred yards distant. The house sets back 
a few steps from the front fence .. A double 
porch extends the entire length of the bouse in 
front, at the north end of which is a stairway. 
There are two doors and two windows opening 
out on 'the porch. It" is about a quarter of a mile 

· from the main road along Buffalo creek bottom. 
Here these two old people were living alone, 
their children u.ll being grown and married. 
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Their youngest daughter and husband, George 
Williams, live about two hundred yards above 

the Moore residence. 
Last Wednesday evening about dark nine 

pistol shots were heard in that vicinity, but as· 

shooting is frequent, no particular attention 

was paid to it. The next morning a boy· who 

had borrowed the Esquire's buggy the day be· 

:fore returned it about ten o'clock and put it up 

in the barn. Not seeing any one, he hollowed. 
Hearing no response he went in at the . gate 

when he saw Mrs. Moore lying on the porch. 

He at first supposed she was asleep but on going 

net\rm• he dlsco\'ercd a pool of blood. Almost 

wild with fright he ran and gave the alarm. 
The news spread like wild-fire and the people 
for miles around gathered in under the most in­

tense excitement. Prosecuting Attorney, Hugh 
Dabbs, and his assistant A. V. Mannnig had 
gone to Tiff city that morning and arrived just as 

the word came. With Dr. A. J. McKinney 
they went to the scene of the murder, where an 

examination of the two bodies and of the prem­
ises was made. Mr. Moore was found lying in 

the northwest corner of the north room, his right 

arm under his bead, the left raised as if trying 

to ward off the blow. There were four bullet 

holes in his body, as follows: One in right arm 

near the shoulder, one on the front side of the 
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rightshoulder, one on the rightsideofthe head 
through the temporal bone, the other in. the 
cheek on the right· side of the nose. The last 
two wounds were both fatal. The blood had 
run in a stream and was clotted all along the 
:floor all the way to the fire place. Mrs. Moore 
was lying on the porch, across the front door 
her feet near the foot of the stairs. She was 
on her face, her head resting on both arms. 
She had been shot in the upper part of the arm, 
on 'the left side of the neck, and in the back pttrt 
of the head. Dr. McKinney says she was evi­
dently running when the fatal shots were fired. 

Toward the south end of the porch were the 
chairs where they had been sitting and their 
})ip<.'S from which they ha.d to.ken their htst 
}W:tcefnlsmoko, wore lying in tihe ,·i:indow. They 
had removed thoir shoes, one pair being found 
on the porch and the other pair in the house, 
like they hn.d been removed and put u.way for 
the night. Both were in their stocking feet, 
she with a light summer dress, he luwing re· 
moved his coat and vest, tthd the top button of 
his pn.nts unfnstonod us though preparing to 
rotirt). 'rhe lamp wtts still burning. '11ho cox­
mnintttion showod tlmt · tlwy had bem1 dead 
nbout fifteen hours, both bodies being cold und 
stiff. Two other chairs were sitting on the 
porch near the two just mentioned indicating 
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there had been two visitors. Five '!hells of 
empty cartridges, number 38, were found near 
the door, and four of the same kind have been 
found on the premises since. In addition to the 
seven wounds found in the bodies two bullets 
had lodged in the floor. It is evident the shots 
were all fired from the same pistol, as the shells 
found were all punctured a little to one side of 
the center and all exactly in the same manner. 

The only conceivable motive to the crime was 
robbery. Mr. Moore was a man of considerable 
means, and it was known that he was saving up 
money to pay off a mortgage on some property 
he owned in Kansas. The amount, if any, se­
cured is not known, but is probably from two to 
five hundred dollars was obtained. It was evi­
dently the net of some one who knew the family 
Wt'll u.ud their fint\nciu.lcondition. It ist\lso eYi­
dl•nt Mr. and M1·s. Moore both knew their ns­
sailants, for strangers would not take such ex­
treme precaution of shooting so many times to 

·insure instant death. 
Suspicion rests on pt\rties not far away and 

some clues, which we are not t\t liberty disclose 
tond to eouflrm the suspicion. 

A libt'rt\l rown,rd ht\s been offered, t\ud it is 
more thnn likoly tho guilty parties will soon be 
in the meshes of the lu.w. 

Esq. Moore has long been -one of the prominent 
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men of our county o.nd was highly respected by 
o.ll who knew him. His wife who was part 
Indian, was an estimable lady. They were 
about sixty years old and a.tter giving a home 
to each of their children, were living out their 
old ago in a comfortuble home with plenty o.nd 
to spare. 

In the following September Lo.fe Hamilton 
and his brother Tom were arrested charged with 
the crime. The prelim,inary examination was 
held before Esq. S W. KingatPineville, lasted 
three days and resulted in the defendants being 
held to awaittheactionofthegrandjury. They 
gave bond in a few days and werereleased. 

At the February term of courtfollowingthese 
two defendants, with their brother William 
Ha.milton a.nd Andrew Taylor were indicted for 
the crime. Being unable to furnish bail, they 
were committed to theN ewton county Jail where 
they renmined until the August term of court, 
18HB, at which time the ca.se agt\inst Tn.ylor Wt\S 
nollied nnd the Hamiltons were tried. This i.s 
one of the most interesting cases ever tried in 
McDonald county. Hundreds of people came 
to hear it, and from Tuesday evening until Sat­
urday evening the court house was literally 
packed full of people eager to catch every word 
of the evidence. The State was represented by 
J. D. Edge, prosecuting attorney, Hugh Dabbs 
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and J. W. Brunk, of Neosho, and H. 0. Pepper 
and Tom Steel, of Cassville. The defendants 
were represented by George R. Clay and J. A. 
Sturges, ofPineville,A. J. Harbison, of Neosho, 
and Cloud & Davies, of Pierce City. The intro· 
duction ·of evidonoo wns bogun We(lU(.'Sdt\y 
evening and tho arguments closed late So.turday 
afternoon. Sunday forenoon the jury returned 
a verdict of not guilty. 

Up to the present writing, July 13, 1897, no 
other parties have been apprehended and it a.p· 
pears that this great crime will ever remain a. 
mystery, and its perpetrators go unpunished. 

THE HANGING OF GRUBB. 

IN JUNE 1885, Dorson B. Anderson a deaf and 
dumb man, left some point in Lawrence county 
with a team and wagon and came down into 
McDonald county, camping out while on his 
joumoy. Irwin Grubb accompanied him. They 
camped one night n few miles above Pineville 
and several days after tho dend, nnd partially 
decomposed body of Anderson was found in one 
of the lonely hollows making out from Dog Hol· 
low. 

Traces were found where the body had been 
dragged for some distance to the place where 
it was hidden, being covered with leaves and · 
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brush. The wagon had been ta.ked to pieces andhiddenin the brakes of Sugarcreek. Grubb 
was soon after apprehended in Lawrence county and brought back to the Pineville jail where he remained until the nightofhis death. He tried 

. to claim that the killing was an accident, but all the circumstances pointed strongly to his 
guilt. 

One night in November, 1885, a mob made a 
very sudden and wholly unexpected raid on the jail, and took Grubb out and hung him to the Umbof atreenearthespotwhere Dr. Chenoweth had been murdered, just at the bend of the road 
east of the school house. 

THE KILLING OF WICK LANE. 

THERE has never been a legal execution in McDonald county, but John Abels was convicted of the murder of Wick Lane in 1874, and hung at Carthage, to which place his case had been 
taken on a change of venne. 

Abels was getting along in years and was 
living with a young woman, suJ?posed to be his wife, though some of the older settlers say there had never been a formality of themarrittge rite. He was not only jealous of her, but treated her' 
with extreme cruelty considerable of the time keeping her chained. They were living on 
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Patterson Creek. 
In the spring of 1874, she eloped with one -

·Neil Dodson, who had a wifeandseveralchildren. 
They went to the Indian Territory. Abels 
accused Lane of being implicated in the affair. 
He protested that he knew nothing of it and 
went with Abels in search ot the woman. They 
went east through some two or three counties, 
but failed to :find any trace of the missing one. 
On· their return, Abels became more suspicious 
of Lane, and accused him of lending him out o~ 
the way in order to give the fleeing parties a 
better opportunity to escape. They appeared 
to have stopped near a spring on Granny's 
Branch not far from where CyclonEmow is where 
the killing was done. 

Just how the murder was committed will never 
be known in all its details, but the evidence 
showed it to have been cool, deliberate and cru~l. 
One who examined the body and the ground 
surrounding says that it is evident that Lane 
was sitting down against a white oaktree when 
the first shot was fired, as the bullet had lodged 
in the t~e and the :first traces of blood were 
found at its roots. From there to a spring a 
few yards distant was a track of blood and in­
dications that the wounded man had crawled 
from the tree to the water. Here he was· found 
with his face down in the pool as though in the 
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act of quenching his thirst, when the .second shot 
was fired. Either wound would have been fatal. 

Abels took his victim's horse and revolver 
and fled. The dead body was discovered that 
day or the next and Abel was followed and cap· · 
tured in the Nation. His case was sent on a 
change venue to Jasper county where he was 
convicted and hung. He acknowledged the 
crime on the day of execution, and said all he 
regretted was that Sam Lane was present to 
see him die. 

THE EMMA BROWN CASE. 

THE records of our county would hardly be 
complete without the sensation of trying a wom­
an for murder. This was furnished by the trial 
of Emma Brown (Carroll) for poisoning,her in· 
fant child. This trial was accompanied by two 
of the most remarkable incidents the writer ever 
saw or heard of when a woman was on trial for 
her life. . The :first was that every woman who 
· atte.nded the trial sympathized with the prose· 
cution and was eager for a verdict of guilty. 
The other, that Emma's own mother, without 
reserve, or hesitancy, and apparently without 
emotion gave .at length and in detail the most 
damaging evidence against her daughter. 

In September, 1886, the little baby diedu nder 
such suspicious circumstances that an inquest 
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was held and the coroner's jury brought in a 
verdict of death by poisoning. The parents, 
Charles and Emma Brown, were indicted for 
murder in the first degree. 

The evidence showed that Emma had been 
wayward. She hadmetBrownfor the first time 
but a few months before the child was born, 
and they were married soon after they became 
acquainted. The birth of the child under these 
circumstances caused trouble, although Brown 
it is said had been apprised of the facts before 
the marriage. Themothersentherlittle brother 
to Pineville after laudanum with a precaution to 
·say nothing about it. The bottlewa.s seen under 
her pillow, and afterwards found empty in the 
garden. On the other hand, it was shown that 
she was very fond of the baby and treated it 
with the affection common to young mothers. 
Of course the above is but a few of the points 
brought out in the evidence, and the fact that 
the child died from the effects of laudanum was 
not disputed. The defendant displayed remark­
able nerve during the trial until her attorneys 
began addressing the jury when she broke down 
and wept violently for an hour or more. It was 
after dark when the jury reported and Deputy 
Sheriff, James Kenney started with her from 
the jail to the court house. Just outside of the 
€ast gate they met John A. Ford, the Sheriff, 
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and Kenney remarked that Ford could take her 
up, while he looked after other business. She 
caught Ford's armin bothofhersand remarked 
quite cheerfully, "Iv'e got me another beau." 
They went on up to the court room where she 
heard the verdict of "not guilty," and the 
thoughtless, wayward girl went out again into 
the sunlight of freedom. 

She had been tried separately from her hus­
band and the jury thought there was a doubt as 
to whether she or her husband had given the 
fatal dose. The case against her husband was 
nollied. 

DEATH OF LITTLE CLAUDE MORGAN. 

ONE of the most distressing affairs ever wit­
ness~ in our countyoccurredat Southwest City 
the last day of March, 1895£ An attempt was 
made to arrest Jack Carey, a half breed Indian; 
for disturbing the peace. When ordered tosur­
render, instead of complying, he presented his 
winchester and opened fire on the officers. L. 
W. Carlyle, city marshal, Cap Franks, const­
able, ·and deputy marshal, George Ratcliff, and 
Simps Melton constituted the possee trying to 
make the arrest. They returned the fire, and 
other parties began·shooting at the same time, 
ostensibly at the officers. · 
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When the shooting began Chas. Morgan, · a _ 
white man who lived in the Nation, was coming 
into town from the north, his little girl and his 
little boy, Claude 5 years old, sitting with him 
in the wagon sent. One of the pistol balls struck 
the little boy, entering just above the right eye 
and passing out at the back of his head and pass­
through the father's arm which was around the 
child. The little fellow died in about an hour 
and a half. 

An inquest was held the following Monday, 
but it could not be ascertained who fired the fa­
tal shot. .Carey was shot in the groin and cap­
ture!l. He was held in the sum of $1,000 for 
felonious assault, to which he entered a plea of 
guilty at the following term of court and was 
fined $125. 

[There a~e two cases now pending in court an 
account of which will be given among the mis­
cellaneous matters) 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

COUNTY OFFICERS. 

As has been stated elsewhere, the :fb.·stcounty 
officers after thecloseofthe warwere appointed 
by the governor of the state. Following is a list 
of the principal county officers from that date 
down to the present with the date of the appoint­
ment or election of each. 

REPRESENTATIVE. 

IN 1864 u.n election wus held, McDonald county 
voting nt Nowtonlt\. At this olectlon Cli\ndius 
n. Wttllwr wns ohlot(l<l to tho h'tt'lslntm·o. Ho 
WttH ngttln olotltcxllu 1Ht\l\, 

John ll. Prlco lwld the otltco fromlHOO to 18i0. 
John 0. r..~mnsou Wtts olcctcd in 18i0und served 

one term. 
William C. Price was elected in 1872 and again 

in 1874, serving two terms. 
J. J. Brown was elected in 1876 and served 

one term .. 
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A. W. Chenoweth was elected in 1878 and 
served one term. 

A. J. Phillips was elected in 1880 and served 
one term:. 

T. F. Ford was elected in 1882 and served 
one term. 

Thomas Collins was elected in 1884 and served 
one term. 

J. J. McNatt was elected in 1886 and served 
one term. 

M. C, Christian was eleotedinl888 andserved 
one term. 

James F. Kenney waselectedin 1890 and serv­
ed one term. 

Richard J. Balch was elected in 1892and serv­
ed one term. 

Fred M. Best was elected in 1894 and served 
one term. 

James F. Tan<]y was elected in 1896, and still 
holds tlmt position. 

RUl<'US L. HAltGitOVE was the first to hold 
this office when the courts wore reorganized at 
the close of the war. He served during 1865 
and 1866. 

A. W. Chenoweth filled the office the next 
four years, 1876 to 1870 inclusive. 
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R. L. Hargrove was elected in: 1870 and served 
four years. 

A. M. Dillin was elected in 1874 and again in 
1878, serving eight years. ,. 

H. A. F. Cloud was elected in 1882, andre­
elected in 1886, serving tw:) terms. 

J. W. Shields was elected in 1890 and served 
four years. 

S. G. Sutter -was elected in 1894, and is the 
ptesent incumbent. 

COUNTY CLERK. 

THE COUNTY and Circuit clerk's offices were 
filled by the same person until 1882 when they 
were separated. 

M. R. DeGroff was elected in 1882 and served 
four years. 

J. P. Caldwell was elected i~ 1886 and again 
in 1890, serving eight years. 

Znch Baker, the pres<mt incumbentwas elect­
ed in 1894. 

JUDGE AND CIRCUIT ATTORNEY. 

THE record shows that Circuit court was op· 
enod nt this plttco No\'ember 18, 1865. John C. 
Price of Neosho wus Judge. He served in that 
capacity until' 1860 when he was succeeded by 
B. L. Hendricks, who opened his first court Au-
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gust SO, of that year. Judge Hendricks was on 

the bench until January 1, 1875, when he was 

succeeded by Joseph Cravens of Neosho. 
Judge Cravens :filled the office six years when 

he was succeeded by M. G. McGregor, of Carth­
age. 

Judge McGregor was re-elected in 1886, but 

the circuit'being changed in 1889 caused a. va­

cancy, which was supplied, by the appointment 

of Judge Cravens. 
Judge Cravens was elected in 1890 to fill the 

short term and served two years. 
In1892 J. C. Lamson, of Pineville, was elect­

ed, and is the present incumbent. 

CIRCUIT ATTORNEYS. 

AT the oeginning of this period a. Circuit At­

torney had jurisdiction co-extensive with the 

circuit court whose duty it was to prosecute 

all offenders, and, in fact, whose powers anddu­
ties were the same as the prosecuting attorney 

is at present. 
George W. Randolph of this county was the 

first after the war to hold that office for this 

circuit. He wns succeeded in August 1869, by 

J. L. Page of Jasper county. 
Page served until September, •18il, at which 

time· he was succeeded by A. L. Thomas of 
Carthage. 
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COUNTY AND PROSECUTING ATTORNEY. 

BY order of the county court, May 9th, 1866; 
J. C. Lamson was appointed attorney for Mc­
Donaldcounty. He seryed until August 10,1867 
when h e tendered his resignation w h i c h 
was accepted by th~ county court. He re­
cievod $100 for his services. 

By n.n order of court, November 9th, 1867, A. 
H. Kenney wn.s appointed county attorney for 
a period of six months from NoYember 4, 1867. 
His compensn.tion for the term being fixed at the 
sum of $100 He served until romoved by or(ler 
of tho county court, Novmnhor n, lt-\l\8. 

Ho WtLS succo(•detl by Onoy Carsturphon i u 18U9. 

PROSECUTING ATTORNI<~Y. 

J. L. Smythe was appointed county attorney 
by the county court May 1st, 1871. He was 
elected prosecuting attorney November 8, 1872. 

John L. Ba.rr was elected at the November 
election, 187 4. He filled the office until removed 
February £!, 187G. 

Z. T. Murphy '\vas appointed February !:l, 1876 
and tilled the unexpired term of J. L. Barr. He 
served two yettrs. 

John C. La~son, the pres·ent Circuit Judge 
wns elected nt the genoml election, November 
18iH mul s(lrved two year:..;. 
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J. W. Brunk,wag elected November 1880 and 
held the office one term. 

James C. Cole was elected November, 1882, 
and re-elected in 1884, serving four years. . 

H. C. Pepper was elected to the office at the 
November election in 1886, and again in 1888, 
serving two terms. 

Hugh Dabbs was elected in 1890 and 1892 
holding the office four years. 

J. D. Edge was elected in 1894 and held the 
office one term. 

George R. Clny, the present incumbent, was 
chosen utthogonomleloctionin Novmnber 1896. 

Sm~IUFF AND COLLEC'l'OR. 

JoHN V. HAHGHOVE was the first sheriff after 
the war, having been appointed to that office 
by the governor in•1866. He served until De­
cember, 1867. 

Samuel BakP.r assumed the duties o! sheriff 
and collector, January, 1807. 

Jumes H. Wimpey took charge of the office 
in March 18Gtf und held the office for the year 
1871-2 

C. L. Fields held the office from 1873 to 1876 
inclusive. 

J. C. Montgomery was elected in 1876 and 
served ono torm. 



132 mSTORY. OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

E. M. Jarrett was elected November 5, 1876 
and re-elected in November 1880, serving two 
full terms. . 

J. C. Seabourn was elected November 7, 1882 
and held the office two terms. 

At. the election in 1886, John A. Ford was 
elected to the office of sheriff and collector, 
which he held two terms. 

W. W. Bacon was elected in 1890 and held the 
office one term. After the close of this term 
the two offices were held separately. 

J. T. Williams, succeeded Bacon in 1892 and 
held the office one term. 

H. C. Prater was elected in 1884 and held the 
office one term. 

Sheriff: George T. Woolard elected in 1892. 
John C. Kelley in 1894. R. Jarrett in 1896. 

PROBATE JUDGE. 

THIS court was in connection with the county 
court until the beginning of 1869. On the 24th . 
day of March, 1868 an act of the ~egislature was 
passed establishing the Probate courts in the 
various counties of the state. Pursuant to this 
law the records show that on the 11th day of 
January, 1869, the probate court of this county 

·was opened and adjourned until the 4th Monday 
in January, the same year. This record is signed 
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by A. H. Kennedy, Probat-e Judge. 
March 23rd, 1869, the record shows a. descrip­

tion of the seal of the Probate court for this 
county.· This record is signed, Hiram Baker, 
Probate Judge. Hiram Baker opened court 
April 12th, of that year and held the office until 
February, 1873. C. P, BullocksucceededBaker 
and held the office about one year. 

Z. Smith held the office a short time in 1874, 
when he was succeeded by W. S. Street who was 
elected at the general election that year. 

Judge Street filled the office three years. 
Jessee Parish was Judge from January 1st, to 

June 1st, 1878, and W. C. Duval fr:>m that time 
to the end of the year. 

These last four, Z. Smith, W. S. Street, Jessee 
Parish and W. C. Duvn.l, were at the same time 
Judges of the eouuty court. 

AttheNovemb1>releetion in18i8, I. N. Sham­
bttugh was electod to the office. He wu,g re-elect­
ed in 1H82 out sHrved only part of his term. He 
resigned in 1883 und J. W. Brunk was appointed 
to fill the office until the next election. 

W. E. Smith was first elected in November, 
188-l, to fill tho un()Xpired two yettrs of Judge 
Shambaugh's term. He was re-elected in 1886 
aud ngnin in 18HO, serYiug iu all ten yenrs. 

James M. Elliot, the present incumbent, wa.s 
elected at the general election in 189-l. 



134 HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

· COUNTY JUDGES. 

THE first county court after the war consisted 
of Benjamin F. Hopkins, Enoch G. Williams and 
Isaac A. Harmon. The court assembled Monday, 
Novt'mbm• Ot.h, 180ti, Hm·mm' not boing prosont. 
'l'ho th·st m'l.ll'l' umtlo Wtts tlmt tLppointing ll\ln· 
jmnin F. Hopkins, Presiding Judge. 'l'hirty 
days later, December 6th, an order was made 
appointing Enoch G. Williams Presiding Justice. 

There appears to have been an election No­
vember 6th, 1866, at which Hugh L. Testerman, 
I. A. Harmon and John Jones wore elected county 
Judges. On the lith of Decen1ber following, 
Hugh L. Testerman was appointed Presiding 
Justice. 

At theN ovember election in 1868. Joel Meador 
was elected to succeed H. L. Testerman, I. A. 
Harmon and Jehu Jones being elected for a sec­
ond torm. I. A. Httrmon served as Presiding 
,Justl<m pro tNu from .Tnu. 1, Hill\) nntn Mny 3, 
l~lill, nt which tinltl he wns ttppQilltl'll t.o .Umt 
position by order of the court. 

At the election in 18i0 Joel Mondor was re­
elected, James H. '\Yimpey and Thomas McDon­
ald succeeding the other two, Wimpey being 
appointed by the Goverll.or in 1871. 

February 15, 1871 Jttmes H. Wimpey was ap- · 
pointed Presiding Justice by orde1· of the court. 
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The three served unt.nJanuary 17, 1872, at which 
time Zach Smith took charge of the office, he 
having been elected at a special election Nov­
ember 7th, 18il. He served until Jtmnary 23, 
18i3, Thomt\S MoDoMld nndJolm Evt\l.lS wero 
nsRoch\tl18 dm·ing- Smith's tl'l'm, 

At tho reguhtl' Nm·ombtll' t'lcctlou, in 18i:!, 
Geo. Manning and John Wilson were elected 
county judges, and the new court organized 
January ~3, 1873, byelcctingThomas McDonald 
Presiding ,Judge. 

W. S. Street. was elected judge at the No­
vmnbor election in 1874. During the next four 
years there was but one judge instead of three 
as there was before and lms been since. 

Street filled the office three years. Jessee Par­
ish was judge from January 1, to June 1, 1878. 
W. C. Duval from June 1, 1878 to the end of the 
year. 

I. N. Shmnbang-h wns ol0ot.od Pr(lsh1ing.J\\dgo 
In l~iH ntHl "il.'l'\'l•d four yt•tn·s. lh., Wtts ngttlu 
elc<lted in 18H~ und ser\·ed until l~t:-13, t~t which 
time he resigned 

George R. l\Idviahou wu.selected,Judge of the 
Eastern District, and J. D. Heron, Judge of the 
Western District, in 1878. Both were re-elected 
in 1880 and served a second term. 

A. B. Shields was elected Judge of the West­
ern District ttnd Holly Hinton Judge of tho 
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Eastern District in 1882. In part of 1888 and in 
1884 J. W. Brunk filled the office of Presiding 
Judge by appointment. 

Holly Hinton was elected for a second term in 
1884, and J.D. Heron was again elected at the 
sametime. Both served two years more. 

H. B. Landers was elected the same year to 
fill the vacancy in the office of Presiding .Judge 
and served two years . 

• r. A. Sturges wt~s elected Presiding Judge in 
1886, H. J. Laughlin, Judge of the Eastern, and 
J. W. Nutting, Judge of the Western District. 
The two Associa.tes were re-elected in '88, and 
these three composed the court for four years, 
1887-91. 

John M. Boyd was elected Presiding Judge in 
1890 and served four years. John R. Patt-erson 
was elected Judge of the Eastern District and 
John W. CunninghamJudgeof the Western Dis­
trict the same year. In 1892 Cunningham was 
re-elected and C .• J. Marrs, .Judge of the East­
ern District. Marrs resigned in the later part 
of 1893, and John R. Patterson was aJ)pointed 
to fill the vacancy 

J. Turner Horner wus ele<.'.ted Presiding 
tTudge in November, 1894whichposition he still 
occupies. J. W. Adkins was elected Judge of 
the Eastern Dictrict and Patrus Testerman 
Judge of the Western District in 1894. 
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. George W. Mitcholl was elected Judge of the 
Western District and William Newman Judge 
of the Eastern District in 1896. 

ASSESSOR. 

NOVEMBER7, 1865, Henry H. Foxw;asappoint­
ed assessor of McDonald county, by order ofthe 
county court. The next record I have been 
able to find is where the bond of James H. Wirn· 
pey, assessor elect, is nppr::)\'ed by the court, 
May 8, 18H7~ Mr. Wimpoy served two years. 

William H. Prater held the office for a. short 
time, when he resigned and D. M. Mayhew was 
appointed to fill his place. 

E. F. Burns was elected November 7, 1871 
apd served two years. 

James H. Chapman was elected NoYember 5, 
1872, served 6 yenrs. 

J. J. Clanton was elected in 1878 and served. 
two years. 

H. A. F. Cloud was elected in 1880 and again 
in 1882. 

John H. Chapman was elected in 1884: and 
served two years. 

Z1teh Baker was elected in 1886 and served 
two years. 

John P. Madden was elected in 1888 and 
again in 1890, serving four years. 
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W. H. Noel was elected in 1892 and served 
two years. At the election in November 1894 
the result was a tie between him and Walter 
·Hankins. A special election was called at which 
Noel was successful, thus serving two terms. 

Martin L. Marrs was elected in 1896. and is 
the present incumbent. 

TREASURER. 

A. W. Chenoweth was appointed county treas­
urer November 8, 1865. I. N. Williams was ap· 
pointed February 7, 1866. 

John M. Boyd was appointed treasurer De· 
comber 18, Mny 111866 and .December 18, 1867. 

J. C. Farmer was appointed to the office Feb­
ruary 8, 1868. 

Hugh L. Testerman was appointed Decemb~r 
1, 1870. . 

J.P. LaMance was elected November 5, 1872 
and served two years. 

At the general electioll November 3, · 1874, 
J. C. Baber was elected county treasurera.nd 
held the office for ten years without intermisSion. 

At the general election in 1884 A. C. Walters 
was elected county treasurer and held theoffice 
two years. 

J. C. Baber was again elected in 1886 and 
held two terms, his last term expiring December 
31st, l~Hl. 
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M. N. Lamance was elected to the office in 
1890 and held the office two terms. . -J. C. Farmer was elected in 1894 and held the 
office one term. 

M. N. Lamance was again' elected in 1896 and 
consequently is our present trea~urer. 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR. 

THIS office was :filled for a time by C. B. Walker, 
but at whnt time could not be ascertained. 
Probably about the breaking out of the war. 

Daniel Harmon was the :first to hold this o.ffice 
after the war, having been appointed by1 the 
county courtNovember7, 18G6. He served four 
years. 

J. C. Lamson held the office from 1870-1872. 
John Wilson served in 1872; 
H. H. Fox was elected in November, 1872, but 

the election was contested by J. W. Bedell, and 
Fox consented that the contest be decided in 
favor of Bedell, consequently the office was :fllled 
by him. 

W. W. Chase was elected in 1874. He bas 
been re-elected two or three times, and has also 
held several terms by his successor failing to 
qualify, so that the office was filled by him un­
til Januury 1, 1!:!97. 
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P. M. Fink of Iridian Springs was elected in 
NoYember, 1896, and is the present incumbent_. 

CORONER. 

NoVEMBER 7, 1866, Hugh L. Testerman was 
appointed coroner by order of the county court. 

December18,1866, E.G. Williamswasappoint­
ed coroner of the ·couuty. He resigned, Febru­
ary 1869. 

J. C. Baber was appointed May 7, 1869: At 
the November election, 1870, Jacob McClendin 
was elected, but refused to qualify, and J. C. 
Baber was appointed, February 6, 1871, to fill 
the vacancy. He was elected at the November 
election in 1872. 

Z. Smith was elected in 1874. 
J. W. Brown iu 1876. 
Jarrett Watkins in 1878. 
Harris Bro,~n in 1880. 
C. Plumlee in 1884 and· 1888. 
J. E. Edelen in 1890 and 1892. 
William Maness in 1894. Maness moved out 

of the county and Dr. Cravens was appointed 
to till the vacancy. 

L. Maynard was elected in November 1896 
but failed to qualify, and the office became va­
cant. 



msTORY.OF MCDONALD cQ~TY. . Hl 

SURVEYOR. 

JACOB· CA'UDIL ·was elected to this ();ffloo in 
November 1872 and again .in 1876. 

·Thomas Ford in 1880. 
H. P. Lamberson in 1884 and again in ~888.. 
'J. M. Long wa9 elected in 1892, but failed to 

qualify, and J. S. Long was appointed to. fill the 
· vacancy. · He served to the close. of 1894. 

W. P. Fox was elected in 1894 and served two 
years, being the remainder of the term tQ which 
J. M. Long was elected. 

Daniel Thrasher .was elected in· 1896. and is 
now the incumbent of the office. 

SCHOOL COMMISSIONER. 

Abner W. Tatum was appointed to this office 
by the county court, May 9, 1866. He served 
but ashorttimewhenJ.C. Lamson was appoint­
ed. Mr Lamson served about three years. 

About the close o'f his term John Wilson was 
appointed and filled the office for some time. 

At the election in 1872 J. S. Sterrett was de· 
clared to be elected, but the records show that 
his election was contested by F. M. Seamster 
and the case determined February 11, 1873. 
Sterrett in his answer admits the election of 
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Seamster and consents that the .commission be 
issued accordingly. 

J. F. Kenney held the office from 1881-8. 
A. C. Eli:tf held the office from 1883-5. 
J. H. Wood succeeded Mr. Eli:ff and held two 

'years. 
W. 0. Moore wn.s the next incumbent. and 

served two years. 
L. A. Henderson was elected in 1889 and held 

two years. 
J. W. Morrow was elected in 1891 and again 

in 1893 and served four years. 
J. W. Smith was elected to the office in 1895, 

and again in 1897. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ACCIDENTS. 

To chronicle all the fatal accidents that have 
happened in this county would require more 
than the entire contents of this volume. Fol­
lowing are a few of the more striking ones which 
serve to illustrate how easily the thread of life 
may be broken by accident or carelessness. 

JOHN H. HARMON KILLED. 

JOHN H. HARMON, son of Isaac Harmon, left 
t.own to·dn.y (January 26, 18tH) u.bO\lt noon, in 1\ 
stnto of iutoxkmt.ion. llo WM drl\·lng hIs t~r\m, 
which was usually gontlo, o.ud wns nlom' in his 
wagon. It is supposed tho.t the horses became 
frightonod and rrm nwny; u.t any mtoJohnMos· 
ior found tho wagon and team and tho dou.d body 
of Mr. Harmon in Price's lane near Pineville, 
about 2 o'clock p. m. Harmon was quite dead 
and was lying under the wheel of tho wagon, 
tho lines were wrapped several times about the 
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dead man's legs, and the head was considerably 
. bruised. 

J onn H. Harmon was about 40 years old. . He 
married the daughter of Thomas Gordon, of 
Benton county, Arkansas, and leaves a wife 

· and several children. 
This sad occurrence is another incidence in the 

long chapter of wrongs caused by whisky, and 
is all the more frightful 'from its happening 
near a town where no whisky is sold as a bev­
el'age except in defiance of the laws of the land. 
-Pineville News. 

KILLED BY A FALLING TREE 

OTIS BTERLEY, a young man about ·20 ·years 
of age; was killed at 'Thomas Looney's, ·on 
Little Sugar creek, in the Southeastern part of 
the county, November 10, 1883, byafalling tree. 
YoungSterley and Looney were hauling rails, 
and while Sterley was replacing a rail that had 
partially fallen from the wagon, a dead tree that 
was standing near fell on him . and crushed him 
against the hind wheelofthewagon and bruised 
him so that he died in about half an hour. 
-Pineville News. 

DEAD !N A SHAFT. 

ON FRIDAY morning last(May. 31, 1884) about 
8 o'clock John Devick, who was working in a 
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shaft at Dr. Benna,s mines two mUes southwest 
of Twin Springs, died from the e:lfects of foul . 
air. It appe:1.rs that decet\sed nnd Dr. Benna. 
went to the shaft the day previous for the pur· 
pose ofputtingoifa blast that had been prepared, 
and that deeeased proposed to go down then, 
but as they both supposed there was damp in 
the shaft, concluded to wait until the next morn-. 
ingwhen it would be cooler and, as they thought, 
safe. On the morning above stuted Mr. Bonnn, · 
let him do\'lll in the shaft, which Wt\~ about 40 
feet deep, on a rope attached to a. windless, and 
after reaching the bottom he said the air was 
bad and he could not stand it, and requested 
Mr. l3enna to pull him out. He then placed one 
f::>ot in a loop in the rope and took hold with 
both hands, but when about 6 feet from the 
bottom, he fell back, and was dead before aid 
~ould reach him.-Pineville News. 

FATAL ACCIDENT. 

WILLIE TESTERMAN, aged li years, son of 
Marshal Testerman, was killed on the Neosho 
rot\d about a mile nbove. Pineville, October 18, 
188R. He hnd bt·ought ~\ lm\d of lumber to town 
for tho BtLptistchurch, which Wt\S then building 
nnd wns retuming home, ridingonthe front bol· 
stel' of the wagon. When near the place above 
mentioned, the team became frightened and 
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ran away, throwing him off, and the wheels 
probably passed over ~im. Beside being badly 
bruised a blood vessel at the base of the brain 
was ruptured from the effects of which he died · 
in about an hour.-Pineville News. 

DROWNED WHILE FISHING. 

FRANK DERBIN was drowned .in l3ig Sugar 
. creek, some 12 or 15 miles above Pineville, last 

Saturday, while fishing. :a:e, with others, was 
fishing with a net or sein They had set their 
net at the end of a deep pool of water, and Der­
bin went out on a log that lay in the creek and 

. j umt>od off into the wu.tot• and swt\111 undor it for 
some distance as if diving, and when nearing 
the lower end of the pool, where the water was 
shallow attempted to raise himself out of the 
water, but fell back. Some of. his associates, 
seeing there was something wrong with him, 
caught him and dragged him out on the bank 
where he died in two or three minutes. The 0 

general inpression is that he died from conges­
tion caused by being in the ·water two long, 
having been in the greater part of the time for 

0 three or four hours. He was ondinarily a pro­
ficient swimmer.-Pip.eville News, May27, 1887. 
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KILLED BY LIGHTNING. 

IN the latter part of March, 1890, one of the 

most distressing cases caused by lightning ever 

recorded, occured on the Widow Ray farm on 

Buffalo creek. The house occupied by ·John 

Wilson and family was struck by lightning 

between 12 and 1 o'clock. The family were all 

in bed at the time. The bolt came through the 

roof down the gable end of the house and struck 

Mrs. Wilson in the breast, killingher instantly. 

Their little son, William, was terribly shocked 

and died the next morning. The bttby, which 

htid noxt to its mothor wus unht\l'UH'<l. Mr. 

Wilson wtts shocked so he could not move, uud 

the ood luwing been seton fire he Wl\S COmpelled 

to lay there for a considerable time, the smudging 

fire gradually eating into his flesh. The only 

other occupant of the house was Mrs. Wilson's 

father, a feeble old man who could not get Mr. 

Wilson off the bed. He finally extinguished 

the fire, thus saving the life of the helpless man. 

Mr. Wilson was terribly burnt about the hips 

and thighs, and for months had to be lifted like 

a child, but he :finally recovered. 

DEATH OF JOHN STAFFORD. 

ONE of the saddest accidents of late years was 
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the accidental killing of John Stafford, son of 
Claib and Elizabeth Stafford of Cy()lone, October . 
13, 1891. Young Stafford, with his brother 
Charley and several ot.hers, was working on the 
right of way of the railroad south of the river 

·along Jim William s field. 
He and John LaGore were chopping down a. 

tree that stood at the foot of a ledge of rock 
about four feet high. La Gore was on the lower 
side while Stafford was on the upper, between 
the tree and the rockwall. Suddenly, and be· 
fore it was expected to fall, the tree split up 
some three feet, the butt flew back and caught 
him against the solid mass of stone, cutting off 
the right leg near the upper part of the thigh, 
and crushing the left leg from the knee to the 
ankle. As if satisfied with its terrible work the 
tree thon lurchctl forwttrd nnd pitclwd sovcml 
feet down tho ·hill. 

The injured man was taken to the camp nen.r 
the river where his leg was amputated, but the 
shock from the injury and the ordeal of having 
his limb severed was more than human strength 
could bear, and he diednbout 2 o'clock the next 
morning the iujury htwing occurred the previous 
nftornoon. Ho Wtts ~~ motld youug man, of steady 
httbits, industrious ttnd quil1t ttiul well liked by 
e\'ery one who knew him. 
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DROWNING OF LITTLE CHARLEY CLARK. 

ANOTHER sad case of drowning occurred at 
the lower end of what is called Big Rock, at the 
southeast part of Pineville, On the afternoon 
o.f April 22, 1890, he dug a can of bait, took his 
pole and line and went fishing. He was quite 
a little boy to go out all alone, being only seven 
the fall before. But, asheand manyother boys 
were in the habit of going no uneasiness was 
felt until he failed to come home to supper. 
Dark came on a.nd still he did not appear. The 
alarm was given and a search for the lost boy 
was begun. In a short time hi.s can of bait was 
found on a large slanting rock that reached 
down to the water, and his pole lying across it. 
It was evident he had set down on the rock 
where ho lost his bttltmoo nud slipped into tho 
wutor. Tho search for his body eontlnuod all 
through the night, but the wa.tcr being muddy 
it was not found until nettrly noon the next day. 
It had floated down a mile or more below town. 
Jim Brown, the same one who afterwards found 
the body of Lnla Noel, wn.s tho first to discover 
it. 

A TmPPt.t~ DnowNtNo. 

ONE of tho sn.lldost trn.godios that is mingled 
with tho warp and woof of the history of our 
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county, is the det\th of three boys by drowning. 
On the8,dayof May, 1897, JohnReece, aged 

22, Ho.rvy Reece, aged 19, Frank Reece, aged 
9, three brotht~rs and Jnmes Moulton, a boy 17 
ymtrs old, were in a boat fishing in Elk River 
nt tho Bt\rtloy Bluff, t\ sho1·t dist,'l.nce below tho 
l'l'Sidouoo of Jt\mos Langloy. Thoy .rnu tho 
bOttt to the loft bank of the river on tho opposite 
side from the bluff, where the water was compa.r­
ntively still, and about six feet deep, intending 
to land. The bow of the boat struck the bank 
with some force causing it to. suddenly start 
back. The shock threw John Reece, who 
was standing, off his balance and he pitched head 
first into the Wt\ter. As hecmne up, his brother 
Harvy and the Moulton boy reached out and 
caught him. This t.urned the boat over and 
threw all four of the boys into the water. The 
little Reece boy caught to the limb of a tree that 
hung over the wa.ter a.nd clung to it until rescued. 

'l'ho oldm• of tho two Honco boys was 11o gootl 
swinnnor ttml tho othor coultl swim somo, but 
tho Moulton boy could not swi,m ut all. For 
some reason the skill of the two was unavailing 
and the three boys were soon lifele>,;s on the 
pebbly bottom. , 

A couple of men were fishing some 150 yards 
below and heard their cries for help. At first 
they thought they were hollowing for fun as 
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'VI'SS usual, but soon distinguished the tone of 
distress l\nd ran to their assistance. They found 
the little boy still holding to the limb, and when •· 

they asked where the other boys were he said 
uThere they are on the bottom of the river, 
drowned." They looked down in tho olet\r Wt\ter 
and thoro bt'lU.)ltl the throo dm~d bodi<'s lying 
whore the oruollmnd of fttto lmd rung down the 
curto.in on the last tragic scene of their lives. 

The parties lived some two miles· south 
of Coy. Jimmie was the son of N. B. Moulton 
and wife, being her only child. The two Reece 
boys were the sons of a widow whose husband 
ho.d met a tragic death a few months before. 
A tree had blown dowu near his house, and part 
of the roots were still clinging to the ground. 
They were at work on the tree and had sawed 
th!3 trunk into, when the stump settled back 
towards an upright position, catching Mr Reece, 
who was st!mding at its b3.so, under it and 
·crushing him n.lmost boyoud recognition. 

lluuNlm To Dl!~A'l'H. 

The first of last week a sad and fatal accident 
. occured about eight miles northeastof Pineville 
in which Mrs. Proctor was burnt to death. She 
was standing with her back to the fire place when 
her skirts caught fire Her two little girls ran 

,. 
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to her assistance, but ~sides burning their hands both of them caught fire. A young hired man hearing their screams ran in and se~ing the children on fire, tore their clothing off before they were injured. In the meantime Mrs. Proctor· ran out doors, around the house and all over the yard until she dropped fro~ exhaustion and died in a shot·t time; Her clothing was entirely <\ofltt•oy1x\, n.nd in many pln.cos h()r body burnt 
t.o l\ crl~p. Mr. Pt'Ootol' Wt\S t\Wtty n.t tho thno 
vl~itlng l'olu.tlvcs in Ark. 'l'ho corps wus kOllt until he could return and attend the funeru.l.­McDonald County Republican, January 25, 1895. 

DEATH OF LEE SELLERS. 

Wednesdn.y'afternoon between two and three o'clock Loe Sellers, one of tho most prosperous and highly respected citizens of this county met with a tragical death near his home on Indian creek, about one mile east of Anderson. He and one of his sons were. out in the hills loading a sawlog. They had placed the rope around it t\ud wore rolling it up with. t.he ten.m, when tho rope gave wtty and the log rolh:!d o\·er Mr. Sellers and mn.shod him so that he died in a short time. The children, some of whom reside in the Territory, have all beeri. notified, and the burial will take place at the ;&avez: Springs 
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cemetery today. The deceased owned a large 
farm on Indian creek about a. mile east of An­
derson and was well fixed for a. comfortable -· 
life. He leaves a wife and several children.­
McDonald County Republican February 22, 1895. 

JAMES MERANDA SUICIDES. 

YESTERDAY afternoon James Meranda., a farmer 
who has been living UC't\r this pln.oefor tho pnst 
twout.y yt'ttr~, t\ntl for tho lt\st t\\"O Yl'tn·s on Mrs. 
Chonow~.:Jth 's }llaco, ono mile north of Pineville, 
committed suicide by shooting himself through 
the heart with a rifle gun of 44 caliber. Mr. 
Meranda's wife died over two years ago, and 
he has been very despondent since, sometimes · 
remarking that he thought of killing himself, 
but no one lmd nny ideu. of his doing so. He 
had bl)OU in uuusun.llow spirits for the last four 
or 'tiye days, but went about his work ou the 
farm as- usual, plowing until noon yesterday. 

Shortly after noon betook his gun and started 
toward his corn crib, looking back as he walked 
off. Hisol<lestduughteraged 17ymt.rs, thinking 
from his t\(\tions there was something wrong, , 
nsked him where he wns going, when he replied 
thnt he was going to the crib to shoot a rat. 
He then went on and got in the crib and shot 
himself as. above stated. His daughter, as' soon 
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as hearing the report of the gun and him halloo, 
ran to the .crib and found herfatherdying, with 
a bullet hole in his left breast, and his gun lying 
on one side of his body and the ramrod on the 
other, which goes to show that he used the ram­
rod to push the trigger. Deceased leaves six 
children-five girls a n d one boy their ages 
ranging from 2 to 1'7 years.-Pineville News, 
August. 4, 1886. 

A DouBLE SuiCIDE •. 

AMONG the ancient residents of Pineville were 
George Casbeer and his wife. He was dissi­
-pu.ted and they lived very unhapily together. 
At last, tired of their troubles, they decided to 
end their lives. She agreed that if he would 
get the whisky, she would mix the poison, and 
they would drink their last draught together. 
The liquor was procured, andonaSundayeven· 
ing they filled their goblets to the brim and 
drank them to the very dregs. They were soon 
discovered in their agony, and told what they 
had done and why, but refused to take any 
antidote. She died the next day and he at night 
a few hours later. 

Thus, in intense agony, ended the shorttrage­
dy of their lives. To them, marriage had been 
a failure, the blossom of love had withered, and 
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death came as a welcome messenger of peace. 
They left seven children who were taken care 

of by friends in illinois. The above statement 

was furnished by a man who was an eye witness 

to the scene and heard them give their state­

ments. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SUMMARY JUSTICE. 

TH'G SLICKERS. 

IN connection with this subject it might be in 
order to mention the Slickers. In the early 
settlement of the county a. custom was estab­
lished of laying claim to certain designated 
tracts of land and holding it against all new 
comers. .A man would pick out his location on 
some water course, build his cabin and mark 
out a tract of land coresponding in size with the 
extent of his enterprise. Some would be sa.tis· 
:lied with forty acres, others with eighty or a 
hundred, while a few ran into the thousands. 

When the government survey was made. this 
land was reported vacant. But little of it was 
in cultivation, and many of the claims were 
marked only by the blazes on the trees or an 
occasional stake driven down. New settlers 
coming in ...yould inquire at the land office and, 
finding the land vacant, would enter portions of 
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it. These entries were opposed by the claim­
ants and intimidation· or open resistance used _. 
as occasion might require. As immigrants in· 
ct·eased in number and their encroachments grew 
numerous, the claimants organized, a11.d were 
called the Slickers. It was their province to 
see that all parties taking or attemptingtotake 
land claimed by an older settler were promptly 
waited on and induced to abandon the enterprise . 

. This sentiment was quite strong and extended 
throughout the entire county and embraced all 
classes of our people. It <lid not entirely die out 
until some years after the war. There were a 

few instances where the party was taken out 
and whipped, a few were compelled to leave the 
county, and <>ome who had entered land were 
forced to deed it to the claimant. 

One of the m::>st noted cases was the contest 
between Mark Harmon and others. Harmon 
came to this county with considerable money 
and entered a fine body of land on Indian Creek 
near the mouth of Elk Horn. Several years 
previous, Jonathan Blair had located near the 
present site of McN,ttt's Mill, and laid claim to 
a tract extending some two miles up and down 
the creek bottom. Harmon's entry cut a big 
slice out of Blair's claim and he was notified of 
that fact. HowE-ver he had paid his money and 
proposed to hold the land. He was remonstrated 
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with in a friendly manner and then threatened, 
but without effect. At last one day some thirty 
or forty men came to his house bringing with 
them a justice of the peace and a deed to the 

'land properly filled out, also a rope, andhe was 
. given his choice between executing the deed and 
. wbaring the halter. They told him that as a 
man they had no obj~ction to him and did not 
desire to do him harm, but the land must be 
given up. Mr. Harmon and his wife signed and 
acknowledged the deed under protest and a few 
years later went into the U. S. court and had 
the conveyance set aside and his title re-estab­
lished. 

THE PINE WAR. 

THIS interesting reminiscence has almost 
passed from the memoryofourpeople and, were 
it not recorded here, in a few more years would 
be numbered among the forgotten incidents of 
long ago. I asked an old gray-haired gentleman 
about it, and he replied that it happ<med when 
he was quite a small boy, and he did not know 
much about it. 

From the best information it has been possible 
to obtain it occurred in the very early settlement 

' of the county and was practically over in 1845. 
Nearly all the lands in this county were govern· 
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mentlands, and there were extensive pine forests 
in the hills bordering on the two Sugar creeks 
and extending from Pineville to the east side of 
thecounty. There was also, considerable pine 
lands along the river west of Pineville and ex: 
tending south to the Arlmusasline. A number 

· of su.w mills were in operation manufacturing 
this pine timber. The United States marshals 
undertook to protect the timber. John B. King 
who operated amillouKingscreek, and perhaps 
others, was arrested. Several were subpoened 
as witnesses. Mark Harmon was one of the 
leading spirits in favor of the prosecution, and 
had a few followers but people generally took 

· the side of the mill men. 
They gathered together in groups and dis­

cussed the matter, held meetings, passed res­
olutions and organized for the purpose ofin ev­
erywayobstructing and, if occasion should re-

. quire, resisting the United States marshals. It 
wns carriod to such an extent tlmt tLt Cassville 
a nutrslmll wnsrunclot\routofthostnte, sooldug 
refuge nt Bontouville, Arkansas. The leader 
of this resistance, a Cassville lawyer, wtLs sent 
to jail o.t St. Louis under a charge of treason, 
but was eventually released. 

Of course the government eventually prevail­
ed, but not until after much of the pine forests 
had been destroyed. 
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ANNOYED .BY PETTY TmEVES. 

FoR several years after the close of the war 
the people in various parts of the county were 
more or less annoyed by pettytheiving .. It got 
so bad that it was never safe to . turn hogs on 
th~ range which to many was the chief source 
of profit. The masts were generally good and 
the range so extensive that hogs grew and fatten­
ed withoutother food. When the owners wanted 
meat they would usually kill direct from the 
mast, or feed a few weeks to harden the meat. 
The farmers on the narrow valleys who thus 
counted on supplying their own .families and 
selling enough to provide other necessaries, 
when the time came to collect their hogs, were 
often unable to find more than a few. · carcasses 
where they had been shot in the timber and the 
best parts taken by the thieves. An occasional 
heifer or a fat cow would "come up missing" in 
the same mysterious manner. Various prose­
cutions were instituted against suspected parties 
but few, if any, conYictions· were ever had. 

The people in the vicinities where these of· 
fonsos wcro most common, t1mling tho lt~w dill 
uot nfford them sufficient. protection ou nccount 
of the failure of the eYidonce, concluded to take 
the matter in their own hands. A few of the 
suspected parties were warned to leave ·the 
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county. They were generally worthless char­
acters that had temporarily settled in some 
remote ridge or hollow, and were without visible·· 
means of support. Sometimes a bundle of 
switches wouid beleft with the note of warning._ 
From 1882 to 1884 some three or four parties 
were whipped and a few others visited by t 
committee, but the offenders happened to be ab- · 
sent and thus escaped. 

In 1883 old mttn Bird, who hu.tl settled on some 
laud ncar James Tn.tum,s fttrm in Beaver vol­
ley, was taken out one night and severely whip­
ped~ Bird claimE:'d the chistisement was ad­
ministered for settling on the land, but the com­
mittee said it was for appropriating his neigh­
bor's swine without authority or due process 
of law. A man named Martin was subjected to 
n similar. treatment. Also one Joy in the vi· 
cinity of Indian Springs was tttkcn out one cold 
night and thoroughly dressed down. When 
turned loose he started off on a run and did not 
<stop until he got to Pools Prarie in Newton 
county where he crawled into a straw stack and 

. finished thonight. -Thenextmoruiugthoowner 
wnnt out to tho stttok, null sooing tt }ltth•of boots 
sticking out of tho strttw roustod him out nnd 
us ked if it wnsnta pretty cold birth. Joy replied 
"If you'd been whore I was last night, you 
·would have thought it pretty d-n hot!" If he ' 
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kept on at the rate at which he started, it. ls 
likely that Mr. Joy fried his pork·a few weeks 
later at the camp fire which he kindled out of 
the north pole. There was much difference of 

. opinion among the people as to these proceedings 
and a persistent effort was made to punish the 

, parties who were engaged in these nightly ad· 
ministrations ol "justice." Various persons 
wore arrested and in one trial before a justice 
of the peace the evidence seemed conclusive 
that two of the parties held loaded pistols on 
tho compln.inn.nt while others did thewhippiug. 
At tho discoyory of this evidenoo,. J. C. Cole, 
lll'OMoouting nttornoy, uslcod tho ju.::tioo to dis· 
chttrgo tho•jur~ and hold tho dofond1111t~ to u.n· 
swor for a felony. The justice sustained tho 
motion and put the defendants under bond to 
await. the action of the grand jury. .Before that 
timearrived the complainants had moved away 
and the prosecutions were dismissed. 

While these matters were serious, and it is to 
be 1·egretted that they, or the circumstances 
which led to them ever occured, there were 
many amusing incidents connected with them. 
It was during the progress of one of these trials 
that a witness swore that Mart Epperson was 
one of the parties that whipped him, giving as 
his reason for knowing who it was that he saw 
nnd identified Epperson at the time. To the 
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surprise and consternation of his friends and 

attorneys Epperson remarked in a crowd. ''That 

feller swore to.a d-n lie, for I had my coat 

turned wrong side out and a handkerchief over 

my face, and he couldn't see who it was." 

·It was about thistimetbatthe Law andOrder 

Brotherhood sprang into existence. It is said 

to htwe numberodover four h-qndred members 

and included many of the best citizens of our 

county. Its province was to aid in the enforce· 

ment of the law and it. no doubt did much to 
put a cheok to the perpetration of crime in our 

county. 
'l'hoso oompamtivoly mild ttppli(lttt\ons were 

followed lntor by tho killing of Gu.rluud Mtmn 

in the Nooshojttil and tholumgingofirwin Grubb 

and Canada Bill. After these events murders 

were much less frequent and the petty thieving 

almost entirely ceased. Prosecution in our courts 

have been much more effective, convictions 

having beon the rule ra..ther than the exception, 

as before, and our people almost universt~lly 

rejoice that there is no necessity for further 

invoking mob violence. 

BURNING OF 'l'HE OLD JAIL. 

IN February, 1888, while old man Bird and a 

couplo of othor prisoners were ·confined in the 
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old jail at Pineyille, on a. conviction for stealing 
chickens and geese, it took fire and burnt down. 
The jail was a. log structure with a door on top 
through which ingress and egress was made. 
The floor was composed of three layers of hewn 
logs, the s~cond laid cross-wise of the first and 
the third aet·oss the second, the three layers be· 
ing about eighteen inches thick. When the fire 
got started down into the cracks of the floor 
there wn.s no chance to get water to it and no 
way to tom• it up. The people of.PineYille and 
vicinity turned out almost to a man and wo1·ked 
all'du.y cu.rrying and hauling water trying to 
save the old building. While they were thus at 
work the prisoners, who had been remoyed to 
tho court house, stood at the windows and jeer· 
od at tho men at work trying to extinguish the 
fire. 

Their du.y of jubilee, however, did not last 
through the night. Tired and wet aud muddy, 
the men were not in a mood to be ridiculed with 
inpugnity, besides it was thought the prisoners 
had fired the building with hoFes of making 
their escape. 

Tho prisoners wo1·e plnc(\d iu clmrge of J. F. 
Fnlh:orson, constublo of tho township, to gum·<l 
tlu.·ough tho night.. Along in tho l'ttrly pnrt or 
tho night somo one cn.llod to him to come down 
stnirR, thnt Konney, the jailer, wanted to comn 
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up. He came down. a.nd the moment he opened 

the door he wa.s seized by a. couple of men. 

Others went up and got the prisoners who were 

ju~t getting into bed. They were taken off up 

the ridge northwest of town a short distance, 

Fulkerson being taken by the guard'> along a. 
few yards back ofthecrowd. Hefiredhispistol 

a few times to give the alarm, but the. citizens 

who saw the mob either thought the prisoners 

were escaping, or did not feel disposed to in· 

terfere. Kenney, the Jailer, followed in dead 

earnest to recover the prisoners, but he missed 

the way and went the wrong road, running until 

he was entirely out of breath and exhausted. 

The prisoners were very much frightened 

and thought they were going to be hung. Oltl 

mo.n Bird st~itl to them in a very solemn and im· 

pressive voice. "Do you know there is a helH" 

One of the mob replied, "yes by,- and we are 

going to give you a taste of it." When they 

reached a spot that was convenient and suffi­

ciently secluded, they halted and prepared to 

administer the whipping. 0ld man Bird was 

asked if he had not been whipped once before. He 

replied tlmt he had for preempting n llieoe of 

land. He wn.s thou told he could tnke nuother 

for preempting u. goose. He wns then given a. 
severe whipping, th(-1 shreds of his shirt being 

left on tho withes that were used. One of the 
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boys was given a few licks, and the other one 
excused with a. reprimand. They were then 
turned loose with an injunction to leave the 
county. Fulkerson· was also discharged and 
sout bu.olt to town. Tho tlll'oo prisoners found 
thoh• wo.y toW. U. Dttrnos' house, whore they 
\'\'01'0 suppliod with shoes, and wont on to A. J. 
W u. tkins '. Ho gave them a. firebrand and directed 
them to a. vacant house, but they failed to find 
it and built up a fire and staid in the woods all 
night. They suffered intensely through the night 
and the next morningtheyreturned to Watkins' 
nearly frozen, the weather being very cold. 
They were given breakfast and then went to 
their homes . 
. Bird and his family remained in the county 

for some time swearing eternal vengeance, but 
no attempt was made to execute their threats. 
An effort was made by the next grand jury to 
invostigato the nmttor, but no one know any· 
thing uutU t\ftm• tho ottso Wt\S bttrl'Qd by Hml· 
t.n t.lon. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

WAR STORIES. 

THE history of this county during the Civil 
War is one that is difficult to write, and about 
which there is much difference of opinion and 
many conflicting reports. The inhabitants of 
the county up to that time were principally 
from the southern states, and a majority con­
sidered that their interests were with the south· 
ern people. At the same time there . was a 
strong Union element among them who resisted 
secession until the war was bP.gun, when they 
cast their fortunes with the Conft1deracy. Th{lro 
Wt\.!~ <.it.\llnnoth('l't'lt'HH'nt,largt,ly in tho minority 
in this oouut.y, Umt rmuuhwd loynl to tho lnst. 
Mnny of tht'SO Wt'l'O from t.ho soutlwrn stt~tos. 
nnd the t\Uimosities engendered between them 
nnd their old neighbors were bitter to an ex­
treme known only in war times and between, 
citizens of those states. It was a time that 
truly "tried men's souls." It laid bare to the 
public gaze the true character of men and re-
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vealed them in all their moral corruption or noble 
humanity as could be done under no other con­
ditions. The results of this o!-deal were quite 
the opposite to what in many cases were ex­
pected. Men who had been regarded as timid 
became the bravest of soldiers. Sol;lle who 
stood well in the community were the first to 
avail themselves of the opportunity to rob and 
plunder, while others who were regarded as 
rather "tough,., became 1)roruiuent in their 
efforts to restrain violence. Those who entered 
the regular service, as a rule, became honorable 
soldiers and conducted themselves in a manner 
becoming civilized warfare. The deeds of 
cruelty were generally the work of bands or­
ganized either for plunder or revenge. 

The acts of heroism, if all recounted, would 
fill a volume much larger than this. There are 
many insto,nces where the ties offriendship and 
love of humanity rose far above the par;sion and 
hatred of war. Time and again, both Union 
a11d Confederate men and women have taken 
their lives in their hands, as it were, and gone 
at the dead hour of night for miles over these 
lonley hills and valleys, to . warn men of the 
opposite side who they 1..-new were at home to 
visit their families, of approaching danger~ 
Often the warning came in time and the intended 
victim would vanish in the darkness and ad-
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jacent thicket as he heard the clatt~r oftheap­

proaching foe. Sometimes the sound of shots 

nnd shrieks of women and children greeted the 

ears of· the messenger before he reached his 

goal and inscribed on his or her heart tl1e words, 

''too late.'' 
The military operations of this <>ection of 

country were so connected with the movements 

Of tlH~ O}l})O!;lllg' Hl'llll('S thnt it b(>('OUH.'~ ll\Ol'l' l\ 

mnttl'l' of g't.'lll'l'ttl thau loeal hi~ttn·y unll it is 

not the pro\·hwl' of this book to dt't:l,il thL' same. 

A ft•\,· incidlmts of the war which are trtw be­

yond a pernd\·enture will be more interesting 

to our people than an account of the actions of 

the troops. 
As an example of the feelings whi<'h often ex­

isted between Union and Confederates the follow­

ing is ginm which Wtt'> told the writer seyeral 

years ugo by tlH .. ' party himst•lf. A mid wns 

m;tdt• into this county by n. detachm('tnt of Kan­
sas troops and among t\ number of pri;:;oners 

captur<'d was E. Caulk, since deceased, who 
lin~d on Patterson ereek lll'ar the state line. 

A good deal of bad work hnd bt>eu done by 

bushwhnekers and feeling'· ran h i g h. T h e 

prh,;oners were taken to Baxter Springs and 

kept under close guard waiting to be identified, 

and their fn:te determined. When quE>stioned, 

:\lr Caulk told the officer he was a Confederate, 
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but did not belong to the army and was opposed 
to the action of the bushwhackers. He was trying to stay at hom:e and- attend to his own affairs. After a. few days confinement, a. couple of Union men who were acquainted with him came into camp .. When recognized he knew his fate was in their hands but as there had 
never been any particular friendship between them he was in doubt as to the result. In a short time he was called up before the commander and di~charged with a pass home and provisions for the journey. The two men had stated that he was an honest, inoffensive citizen and they 
were willing to vouch for his good conduct. 

DEATH OF MAJOR SMITH. 

A pathetic, but pretty story, is related of the death of Major Smith of the Confederate army. Moses Woodman Smith, a native of Maine, was teaching school at Pineville in 1861. He was boarding at the home of C. B. Waiker, a staunch Union man. He and Mr. Walker's daughter, Miss Jennie, now Mrs. Dan Harmon, were en­gaged to be married. When the war broke out, Mr. Smith raised a company and entered the Confederate service. Soon afterward he was promoted to the l'ankof Major. The attachment between the two young people, and the ties of 
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friendship between him and her family were 
not in the least severed by their di:fferent views 
in regard to the war. On many occasions an 
opportunity was afforded in which one could 
shield or protect the other, and such chances 
were never neglected. At one time while he was 
visiting at the Walker home the Federals made 
a raid on the town. A brother of the Major's, 
suspecting. he was there called and asked to see 
him. He begged of Jennie to reveal his hiding 

·place, promising that he only wanted to visit 
him as a brother, and would not betray her 
secret. His appeal was denied, nnd after nll 
danger was over the Major come down from the 
garrett, and in a short time was with his com­
mand. 

The Walker family finding it unsafe to live 
here moved to Newtonia where there was a 
Federal post. 

When General Price made his raid through 
this part of the state, Major Smithhadanother 
opportunity to visit his affianced wife, and made 
the Walker home his headquarters. When the 
Union forces sent tO retake the place were 
advancing, and the battle of Newtonia began, 
which was some distance from the town, she 
begged him not t.o go into the fight. He promised 
her he would not, but when be rode out and 
saw the battle raging, his zeal overcame him, 
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and he was soon in the' midst of the contending 
forces He was wounded, anq when found on 
the field, wt~os tnkeu to the house of Mr. WeEims 
an Uncle to Miss. Wo.lker. Hearing of his con­
dition, she first obtained the consent of her 
parents and went to take care of him. One 

·bullet had struck just. above the knee injuring. 
the artery. The attending surgeon informed 
him that a slight aggraYatiou of the wound 
would sever the artery, and produce death, at 
the same time stating that amputation of the 
limb was the only way to save his life. He 
stated that he would rather take his chances 
than to loose his limb. Here he was nursed bY' 
Jennie, she frequently singing to him his 
favorite song, "A Soldier of the Legion lay 
dying." But there was no "Lack of woman's 
nursing," no "Dearth of woman's tears," for 
kind hands and tender hearts, all true and loyal 
to their country, rendered every assistance. in 
their power. Some five or six days afterward 
the wound sloughed into the artery and lie bled 
to death in a few moments. 

ESCAPED ON SHJ.;I.BY'S HOltS!:<~. 

When that gallant Confederate cavalryman, 
.General Shelby, made his raid on Neosho and 
captured it, a considerable number of prisoners 
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were taken. Among the rest were David and 
John Harmon. These two men hac;l. . incurred 
the enmity of the Confederates by the active 
part they had taken in the localmilitarya:ffairs. 
When the town was taken David Harmon dropped 
his two revolvers in the weeds near the court 
house, and concealE:>d them. 

He was dressed in a loose homespun hunting 
shirt and trousers, that very much resembled 
the Confederate gray. While the Union pric.;on­
ers were being marched to the court room on the 
upper floor of the court house, he says one of 
the guards set his gun down and went for a 
drink of water. Harmon watched his opportu­
ui1y and picking up the gun began walking the 
beat in the })lace of the guard. A moment later 
General f::ihelby and the sheriff of the county 
rode up, and leaving their horses, started to the 
court house. . The general's horse had been 
trained to stand without being tied. As the two 
men pas~'ied ~ear Harmon, he had his hat pullP.d 
down, and his head turned toavoid recognition 
by th(! sh,~r~ti who knew him, andkeptleisurely 
walking his beat. He beard tho sheriff remark 
as they passed by that he wanted togo· up stairs 
and see if any of those Harmons were there, if 
so, they h.ad lived long enough. They passed 
into the' court hottse and Dave walked to where 
·he had dropped his })i~tols, picked them up, and . 
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mounted Shelby's horse. The other guards, 
having seen the general just pass, supposed be 
had been 'sent to take charge of the animal, and 
made .no protest. He rode unconcernedly down 
the street, past the guards and into the woods, 
bofur<-' tho l'l1Se was dis<.~ovored. The horse 

· wns u. splmulld tmlnml, u.nd cu.rl'lt!Cl him snfo 
from all pm•sult into tho li.,ederu.llim's. 

His brother, John, was placed with a fe'' 
other prisoners in the back room of an old house, 
the guards remaining in the front room. There 
was a door to the room in which the prisoners 
were kept, but ithadbeen.locked. In the night, 
and while the guards engaged in a game of cards 
in the front room by the light of the tire, Hu,r· 
mon silent.ly unlocked the door .with an old 
key he happened to have ·in his pocket, and 
escaped in the dark~essofthe night. He eluded 
all the guards and picketc;, and before daylight 
came was ,several miles away. 

HOW JtTU01<1 NUTTING CAMI<J TO JOIN 
'l'm: CONFl~Ol'iltA'l'li: AUMY. 

Tm~ following account will not only be of 
interest as a personal reminiscence, but is· a fair 
example of the-way in which many of our citizens 
came to enter the service of either army. 

When the war b1·oke out George Nutting 
I ' 
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lived on what is now the Royal Harrington 
farm on Buffalo, which he had owned .for several 
years. Mr. Nutting died in February, 1862, ·· 
and his wife, step-mother to the Nutting child­
ren, i u March following. Wash., the oldest son, 
had <"nlili't.od' in the Union ttrmy, !'ltatt• troops, 
t~nd M. L. (ilml) wus ttt N{losho sulfuring from 
wounds received the previous summer, and J. 
W., then a boy of fifteen yettrs, was left to lpok . 
after the farm. His sister Martha (Mrs. D. H. 
Mathews) had charge of the family of :five little 
children. Their father had been a Union man, 
but tried to remain neutral. 

John bud raised a crop that YE-'ttr of tweuty­
ftv~ ncres of <lorn nnd ubout the same of oats. 
'l'he oats were cut and he was binding them w bile 
damp early in the morning and late at night. 
One evening after working until dark he went 
home, and in a few moments a squad of some 
fifteen or twenty men rode up ttnd wanted oats 
for t.hnir horSl'S. 'l'hey wont to the fiold, got 
what tlH•;r wanted nud tho lPttder gtwe him tt 

gold tlollnr. '!'hey c.unpod for tho night but 
lt'ft bofore dttylight. The next morning while 
he was out binding oats tt company of Federal 
troops under Lieutenant Brown cu.me along. 
The Lieut. called Nutting out to the road where 
the following converst'ttion took place: 

' 1Who Wl'l'O thos<' fl'llows you ft>d lastnig-ht':l" 
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'. "l don't know who. they were." 

11Yes you do; don't lie to me." 
I don't know; they had on Federal clothes." 
"1 know you; whu.t ttre you?' 
"Nothing." 
"I'll make somethingoutofyou. I say, what 

·are you?" 
"If we could have the Union like it was, I'd 

be for the Union." . 
At this the Lieutenant drew his pistol, cock­

ed it, u.nd placing the muzzle against the boy's 
breast, hi~sed between his teeth, "l ~ay, what 
ure you?" 

"I'm Union." 
"Go back to your work, and if I catch you a • hundred yards off the place, your scalp's mine.". 
The company rode on, and Nutting returned 

to his work. It was not long before he heard 
the rattle ot'small arms. The two forces had 
met at the Ford of Buffalo a short dist!tnce 
above where George Keenan now lives, and a 
sharp engagement took place. 

Nutting felt that he might be blamed for any 
disuster to th<' Union troops so he ran home, 
got tt :i~hot gun nn<l pistol whi<.1h he hnd lt~pt. 
hiddt•n, nud Sl'l'l'Ptt-d himsl•lf on thP hill ttbo\'u 

. t.lw hoUlW. In nhout two lwin·s th(• troops <~muo 
budr. Aftm· u short stop nt the house, and not 
ffuding him, they went on up the creek. 
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John came down in a. few moments and was 
standing in the hallway when he heard a man 
coming from the field. As he turned the corner -· 
of the house Nutting covered him with his re­
volver. The fellow threw up his hand and c;aid 
''Don't sb.oot; I am a friend. " He said he was 
d-n hungry, and stated that hishorsehadbeen 
killed in the fight and he was going to Jasper 
county and steal the best horse they had. His 
name was YocuD?-, a son of the commander of 
the Confederate squad. Nutting saddled his 
horse and left that evening. He was able to 
slip in home a few times on a few moments visit 
but in a short time enlisted at Beaver Springs 
under Major Sm1 th and served in the Confederate 
army until the close of the war. 

A SCRAP AT ENTERRISE. 

IN the late summer or early fall Of 1863 a. 
Confederate regiment under Col. Coffee was 
camped at Enterprise. They were attacked 
by the First Ark. Cavalry and a pretty hot 
fight ensued. The Ark. troops had two small 
field pieces which they brought into play and 
the Coufodoru.tes retreated to Scott's mill where 
tho fight ended. 

REMOVAL OF THE HOPKINS FAMILY. 

BENJAMIN HOPKINS and family, staunch Union 
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people, lived on what is now known. as the 
Polk farm which is a mile above Tiff City on 
Buffalo Creek. Matters grew pretty warm for 

-them and they could neither safely remain at 
home, nor take their effects away. 

Early in thespringof1.86:!adetachmentunder 
·Major Hubbttrd wtts sent from Neosho to escort 
tlwm to tho Fodomllinos. •!,hoy had u. couple 
of six-pouudors with them which they brought 
into use to disperse squads of mon who lmd 
assembled on the hills with a view to tiring on 
tho escort should thoy collect a sufficient body. 
Dttniol Dobbs, Jim Dobbs Fttyotte Price, tmd 
p~\\'lmps n row othors Wl.!l.'L) on tho poiut of tho 
hlnt~ twtu• t.ho old Cttmp Shod, whon n fowshot.s 
from t.ho eanuon wm·o tirutl tLt them. Of courso 
they hustled out of range. As they went on up 
the creek they saw about forty men under Is· 
bell on the hill back of W. C. Price's house. 
The cannon were turned loose on them and some 
fifteen or twenty shots were fired. •rhe Confed· 
orates dispersed without firing a shot and the 
escort returned to Neosho unharmed. 

A FATAL MISTAKE. 

IN the summer of 1862 Major Doubleday with 
a pttrt of tho ~nd Ohio wa.s sont on n. scout down 
ButTnlo crcoek n.nd tho wost pnrt of this county. 
•rt10y woro making prlsonm·sof ovory man thoy 
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cam~ to. As they wentdownBuffalothey capt· 
ured two Wetherspoon boys who were at work 
in the field. The scout went on down to the -
river and came back the next day. John Dobbs 
and M. L. Nutting had taken to the brush with 
their horses the dn.y before, not from nny hostile 
f(~clings town.rds the Union troops but through. 
four of boiug tnkon prisoners or loosing thoir 
horses. After tho troops lutd gone up the road 
and, u.s they supposed wereout ofthewu.y, they 
cu.me down to dinner. Hearing the Weather­
spoon boys hn,d beon relonsed, they shti•tod up 
to thoir plnco to soo how thoy hnd bomr t,ri.~t\tod. 
A short distnnct~ nbovo tho uppl'l' l'ntl of tho 
Nuttiug fm·m, tlwy WN'o ~:>uddl'Hly coufrontod by 
n dott\chmont of tho troops. Hm·o thoy mu.do t\ 

fu.tal mistake. Had they surrendered they would 
lm ve beon examined and released in a short time. 
But they attempted to escape. They ran down 
the level road sometwohundredyardsand were 
leading the troops, but there they left the road 
and started up the point of the hilt This checked 
their speed and their pursuers ran up to the foot 
of the hill and tired. Dobbs fell deu.d and Nutting 
receivad n minnie ball at the left of his back 
bone and it was cut out in front of his stomach; 
one ball entered the Mck pn.rt of his hip und 
wus takon out in front,, n third gtwe him t\ tll'Sh 
wound in tlw Wl'ist. In 1\ momNlt ·m· two tho 
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Oaptain caine up and when he looked at him 
cxclo.imed: "Why that boy lives back there 
where I got dinner; They are as fine people as 
I ever met!" He expressed regret at the 
wounding of Bud, and spoke in very high terms 
of the family. Bud was afterwards taken to 
Neosho where he eventually recovered and is 
now living near Splitlog. 

DEATH OF TIMOTHY WIMPEY •. 

THE WIMPEY boys had quite a varied career 
during .the ·War. Mr Wimpey lived on Beaver 
valley near t.he mouth of the long hollow that 
runs up to Splitlog. ,,.·.<?ne night the old gentle­
man and a small boy had gone up the fence a 
short distance from the house to look after some 
stock. A band of bushwhackers happened along 
and took his hat, coat, shoes and pants, and left 
the old man to return to the bosom of his family 
with the cool April breeze chanting requiems 
through the flapping tail of his nether and only 
garment. 

Two of his sons were conscripted into the 
Southern Army. One made his escape ·in a short 
time, but the other was afterwards killed in a 
battle down near the Mississippi River. 

Tim was but a boy and remained in this county. 
He had been reported to be in the habit of giving 
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aid and information to the bushwhackers. The 
following account of his death u.ud the oau-:~e 
given in the report was furnished by C. D. Wim­
}>ey, u brother to the deceased. 

Tim hu.d been at McRae's helping th:'e women 
kill hogs. It was along in the evening and he 
and the women were snowballing, when a party 
of Indian scouts under Capt. Stevens came along 
and took him prisoner. They went on down 
the creek about two miles where they halted 
and the Captain ordered two Indians to shoot 
him. He was shot twice in the head and then 
stabbed. 

His brothers, Jim and William, both loyal 
men, made complaint to General Blunt and the 
mat tor was investigated. Cnpt. Stevens roportE:>d 
tlmt oncoming down the ct·t~uk they had captured 
Nathaniel McRae, who convinced him that he, 
McRae, was a good, loyal citizen, but told him 
thu.t Tim Wimpey was a bttd bushwhacker. He 
said they would find him on down the creek 
helping some women kill hogs. He was but a 
boy, but very dangerous. 

The reason given for McRao,s nnimosity is 
that he att(>mpted to steal Wimpey's horse some 
time before that uud Tim would luwe killed him 
had his gun not missed tire. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INCIDENTS. 

The first Union man killed in the war is said 
to have been William Hamlin, who was·shot by 
Rice Robinson, in Ap1·U, 1861. Mork Harmon 
and Russoll Spoucer were killed en.rly in 186~ 
on account of their unswerving loyalty to the 
government. These were followed later by many 
murders and depredations committed by the 
Confederates, generally bands of bushwhackers. 

The Union people suffered the most severely 
during the raid of the Confederates in 1861 and 
18132 but were never safe until after the close of 
war. The number of Union men killed in this 
county has never been fully ascertained. 

Bands of Union scouts were constantly making 
raids through this county and a spirit of retal­
iation was often manifested. A number of 
men were shot down in retaliation for like of­
fenses porpt)t,ro.tod on their friends, nnd many 
more killed with arms t\s busbwhuckors. Up­
wards of forty men of this county were thus 
killed during the four years of the Wl\r. This 
does not include those killed in battle, or in 
actual service. 

Nearly every man and boyable tocarrya gun 
was in the service on one side or the other. 
More than a hundred and fifty from thiscounty 
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served in the Confederate army, while a hundred, 
or more, were enlisted in the United States or 
State service for the Union. 

Among the leading bu'lhwhaokers was Bill 
Hinson, who burnt the court house at Pineville 
in 18Ull. Ho or some of his gtmg also burnt 
Hugh L. Tl,stormnn's house uud the residence 
of C. B. Wu.lker. He wu.s afterwards shot at 
Neosho. 

On the Union side, Lieut. Christian was a 
terror to the evil doers. He was possessed of 
great bravery and his expeditions into this 
county were very much dreaded by his foes. 
He was afterwards killed and scalped by the 
Confederates. Col. Kelso was the most noted 
Union scout in this section of the state. He 
made many dangerous and daring expeditions, 
and became an object of equal dread and hatred 
to the bushwhackers. He however escaped 
unluwmod aud t\fter serving a term in Cougr(ISS 
aftN' the <.lloso of the Wt\1'1 Wlmt to tho Hooky 
.Mouutuius whore ho nmdo quito a fortune. 

A dettLtclnmmtof Prices army were camped 
net\r Pine\'ille in October 1861. 

Hugh Testerman had quite a lot of apples in 
his orchard to which the soldiers freely helped 
themselves. Mrs. Testerman, his first wife, gath­
ered a lot of the apples and put them away 
near the house. A few of the soldiers gota:t'ter 
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. thesE! one day, and she promptly ordered them 
away. One of them refused· to obey and was 
proceeding to help himself when she shot him, 
inflicting a dnngerous wound. The fellow was 
laid up for some time, but. it is belie\·ed that he 
finally got well. 

This p u t a check on tht:l apple st('aling, 
but en mE~ very near costing '•Uncle Hugh'' his 
life. Tho conmrdes.of the woundt'd mnn sei~<'d 
:Mr. Tt>st('rWttn and would have kill(ld him, but 
the Confederate commander ordered his release 
and placed a guard to protect his property. 

In the early part of the war Col. Shields· of 
Southwest City, recently deceased, was taken 
prisoner by a company of Kansas troops and 
was about to be shot when JohnMartinof Pine­
Yille, a Union man, secured his release. 

On another occasion J.P. LaMa.nce, who at 
that time held a commission in the Confederate 
service, wus on the point of beiug executed by 
some Union troops, when John V. Hargrove 
interfered and saved his life. As an officer 
Mr. LaMance had been very lenient towards 
Union men, and <lid his utmosttosavetheir lh·es 
and property. Afterwards, when th~ control 
of this county had shifted. to the other side, 
his kindness was remembered by · h i s o 1 <l 
neighbors. 

On June 23, 1862, there was a skirmish at ~ 
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Pineville between.the Second Wisconsin Cav­
alry and the Confederates under Major Russ(lll .. 
The latter were defeated, with thelossofseveml 

;wisoners and.considernble property. 
/ At another time the Federal armywasadvan­

cing down tho valley to"\\ards Pineville and a 
detatchment was sent in ndvn.uce down the ridge. 
They pln.ntNl fom· cannon on t.lw point of tho 
hill north of Testtn·num 's housG nml throw t\ 
number of shells over the town and in the bottom 
across the river \vhoro the Price fu.rm now is. 
The Confederates had retreated a short time 
before, and the Union army passed through and 
went on up Little Sugar. 

In August, 1863, there was a sharp engage­
ment in the bottom just across the river from 
Pine·dlle bet"\\een Col. Coffee with about 500 
Confederates and a portion of the Sixth Mo. 
Cavalry. Coffee lost quite a number wounded 
and prisoners and much of his munitions. 

Jim Cowan reports a little fight on Granny's 
Branch in which he was a participant. He was 
with a company of Union soldiers who were out 
ou ascout. Some three orfour were some dis­
tance in ad\·ance when they were suddenly fired 
on by fifteen ortwentyoftheeuemy. Arunning 
fight ensued, i.ihe balance of the party coming up 
in a shorttime. FourorfiveoftheConfederates 
were wounded but no one was hurt on the other 
side. 
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M. N. LaMance had a very narrow escape 
from death at the hands of someKansa.stroops~ 
They took him prisoner at his home in Pineville, 
he being then a mere boy, and had the rope 
around his neck to hang him. His mother ran 
into the crowd and begged for his life. For 
some time she was repelled and every effort but 
force was used to induce her to leave. At last 
some one set :fire to their house and, pointing 
to it told her to go and save it. .She refused, 
saying, ·'No, the house may burn; but I must 
save my boy." This touched the hard hearts 
of his would be executioners and they went and 
extinguished the fire and then released the boy. 
This was the principal cause of his joining the 
Southern army which he did soon afterwards. 

A VENDETTA. 

THE following story of vengeance being meet· 
ed out to the perpetrators of a crime is related 
as told by one who claims to know the :facts 
and vouches :tor the truth of the statements. 

As has been before related, Mark Harmon 
was killed by ~ band of men early in 1862 for 
being a loyal man. He had been away and was 
on his way home when he was met by a possee 
of nineteen men. Knowing . that his life had 
been threatened, he took refuge behind a tree 
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and determined to sell his life as· dearly as pos­
sible. His enemies without exposing themselves 
gradually formed a circle around the tree and­
soon brought him down with their rifles. 

His son Dan was in California, but David and 
John were here in the Southwest .. Besides his 
sons Mr. Harmon had many friends among whom 
was Col. Kelso, who determined that his murder 
should not go unavenged. They made enquiry 
in the neighborhood and ascertained from dif­
ferent women that a band of nineteenmen were 
in the neighborhood that day, a. few of whom 
they knew. Not long afterwards one of these 
men was taken prisoner some two or three 
eounties east ofhere. Hewouldha.ve beensum­
marilydealtwith, butHarmon'sfriends request­
ed that he be deliveredtothem. Theytookhim 
off some distance from the camp and told him 
they would give him one chance for his life. 

If he would give the names of all the party 
that killed Mark Harmon, they would turn him 
loose and not pursue him until he had an hour's 
start_ If they caught himaftertha.ttheywould 
kill him. He accepted their terms, gave the 
names o! the other eighteen and made his escape. 
He went east and joined the Federal army and 
some time afterwards wu.s shot fo1· insubordi· ~ 
nation. 

A careful and systematic investigation was 
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then made and the truth of his statement as to · 
the guilty parties fully verified. From that 
day they were a doomed set ·of men. For three 
years their pursuers hung on their trail, neither 
giving nor asking mercy. Before the close of 
the war seventeen of the band were killed. One 
man by the name of Adams went to Texas soon 
after Harmon's death and is said to he the only 
one of them who escaped. On the other hand 
it is claimed that there were two living in Texas 
after the war. 

The incidents of the cruel war might be ex­
tended indefinitely, but the foregoing are · suf­
ficient to give to the rising generation an idea 
of what our people on both sides did and suffered 
during the four years of the Great Civil War . 

• 
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CHAPTER Xll. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

THE JULY FLOOD. 

Pineville News, July 19, 1883.-
. Last Saturday was a day that will long be 

'l'emembered by the citizens of the Southwest as 
the occasion of the heaviest rainfall ever wit­
nessed in this county. The rain here began 
about daylight Saturday morningandcontinued 

.. during the entire day,occa.sionallyabating only 
to come again with increased fury, until the whole 
iace of the earth seemed one solid sheet of water. 
The damage done in McDonald county is almost 
incalculable. The roads are washed out until 
in many places it is impossible to pass with 
wagons, while farmers who live along the 
various water courses in the county, have suf­
fered, in many instances, irreparable loss, their 
:fences having been washed away and growing 
crops overflowed and washed un until it is 
impossible for them to mature into anything like 
a medium yield. 

The Cow Skin river at this place was three 
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feet higher than ever known by the oldest citi· 
zens, and some estimates place it five feet higher 
than in 1872. 

Among those who have lost most heavily, 
commencing at Jasper Brown's sawmill on Big 
Sugar Creek, is the school district in which the. 
mill was located, lost the lumber that it had 
bought to build a new school house, while many 
individuals lost ~Small amounts of lumber they 
had had sa wed and left stacked in the yard. 
The farmers along down the creek lost all their 
fences that were on the bottoms. I. H. Prater 
who lives on what is known as the St. John 
farm says there were 10,000 rails washed away 
on that farm and fifty acres overflowed. The 
water rose until it stood three inches deep in 
Abraham Price's house, and the entire bottoru 
below was submerged. J. H. Hannah's saw 
mill was washed away, also all his saw logs and 

, a lot of lumber. The Langley boys lost 1,000 bu. 
of old corn they had penned up near tho river. 
Pleas Manning lost nearly all of his wheat, as 
did Judge Shambaugh. It is estimated that 
teu thousand dolhtrs would not repay the dam· 
ages done oti tho three farms belonging to 
Mossers Manning, Langley and Shambaugh. 

The damages on Indian and Buffalo creeks 
were equally as great as that on the other 
streams mentioned. Taking all together $150-
000 would not more tlutn replace the dttumgo 
dono iu tho county. 
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HIDDEN TREASURES. 

DURING the war, Asberry Carter, a single 
man twenty five or thirty years of age, was one 
of the residents of Pineville. He was possessed 
of consideru.ble means, in cash which he kept 
buried at vu.rious places in the vicinit-y, frequent­
ly moving it. J. H. Moffett informs me that he 
saw one place near where Mr. Foley now lives, 
where Carter had dug up his money. At another 
time Mr. Moffett sawwhere he had dug it up 
from between two oaks or black jacks on the 
south side of the river near where Abe Price 
now lives. It is also reported that it was once 
buried in what is now Neff's field. The amou.nt 
is $2,600, about $1,900 in gold, the remainder, 
I believe, all in silver. 

One day in 1862 or 1863, Carter went down the 
river to Thomas Bradley's, who lived about 
two and one-half miles below Pineville on what 
is nov-· kno\vn as the Bonebrake farm. Wl1ile ;' 
there a couple of!ndians came along and he and 
Bradley tt·aded, or tallred of trading hats or 
some other small article with them. One of the 
Indians got hold of a handkerchief of Carter's 
which he did not wish topartwith. Hesnatch­
ed it from the Indian's hand whereupon the In· 
dinn shot him doad. 
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As Mr. Carter had never revealed to any one 
the· place where his money was buried, it re· 
mains o. sooret to this dt\y, Some think it is on 
the bluff east of Mrs. Yonce's residence. Otli­
ers say it w~s down the river bottom not far 
from the grave yard. Others think it is near 
the school house. For many years after the 
war hundreds of searches were made, and every 
spot that indicated that the soil had been bro­
ken was dug up and examined. As late as the 

· summer of 1895 an old gentleman from Kansas 
thonght· he bad the place located. He was seen 
day after day near the school house a few. yards 
in front of the dwelling of the writer stepping 
off the ground first one way and then another, 
as if carefully measuring the locality. After 
several days surveying he located the place at 
the root of a small tree, claiming the money had 
been hidden in a hollow stump at that pojnt. 

Taking a few men into his confidence, he re· 
paired there one night with pick and shovel and 
made a s~:~arch. They ascertained the fact that 
the tree was growing from an old stump that 
hnd practically rotted away, but no money was 
found. 

'l'hus ended the last, as all former searches 
hud ended, in disttppointmont, nnd the fortune 
of Asberry Carter still lies hidden near our lit· 
tle town, perhaps within a stone's throw of the 
home of some family who are suffering for the 
comforts of life. 



HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 193 

HENRY SHELL's MONEY. 

HENRY SCHELL, father of the several men of 
that name who now live in this county, was one 
of the oldest settler of Mountain township. By 
his thrift and industry he had not only acquired 

I 

a good farm, but had considerable money which 
he kept about the place. When the war came 
up ho kept his money buried ns a precaution 
against robbers which infested the county. The 
exact amount is not known, but is suspected to 
be something over $300. On July 11, 1863, Mr. 
Schell was killed by some Union scouts who 
were on a raid in this section of the state. He 
had never revealed to any oue the place where the 
money was secreted. After the war was over 
the family felt that they would be safe in pos­
session of it, and began to search for it. Every 
nook and corner of the premises and buildings 
was hunted over time and again. The garden 
was plowed several times and every particle of 
dirt examined, but years passed by without an~r 
roturu for their labor. Finally some of tho 
monoy was found in nn old stump, tho amount 
not remembered. One day an n.rrangement had 
boen made for n.ll tho interested parties to meet 
and continue the search. None came but Henry 
and Jessee Schell, two of the sons. They went 
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to an old stable that was abou~ rotted down and 
concluded to search there. On digging down 
by one of the logs they fo.und two hundred. and 
fifty odd dollars. Of the amountfound$112was 
in gold, the balance in silver. There is one 

. package of fifty dollars that has never been 
found. Among the money found in the stable 
was a 1-frank piece, a 37 1·2 'cent piece and one 
counterfeit 50 cent piece. Phillip . Schell still 
has these as keepsakes which he prizes very 
highly. 

.,. 
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A WOLF STORY. 

N.C. STAF.FORD and J. H. Cowan, both re· 
spectable citizens of Cyclone township, relate 
quite an interesting ndventure with black 
wolves. · When the war ended they, .with o. 
few others returned .to Sugo.r creek and all but 
Stafford went down to Jack Hampton's, he be· 
ing the only man then left.in that vicinity. A 
turkey hunt had been planned for the night and 
the party wore to meot about dark for thnt 

· purpose. Stttfford, iustoad of going down to 
Hnmpton 's, wont up to tho Stl\i'ford pron1isos. 
Ho found tho timbor ttllon tiro nnd tho buildings 
burning. On his wity up he soon heard tho 
sniff of a wolf. Soon another nnd another, 
and before he reached whore tho stables were on 
fire they were howling within a few yards and be· 
coming more numerous. He went on to where 
the dwelling wns on fire, but. the pack grew 
more numerous and daring, so he made his way 
a short distnuoe down the hill to an old log 
building, which had been used as a schoolhousE:'. 
He took refuge in this from which he was rescued 
in n short time by the party who were to meet 
him nt tho StntTord place to hunt turkoys. 
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There was an abundance of game before the 
war but during that four years it was practical· 
ly unmolested and increased in great abundance. 
The woods were full of turkeys and it was an 
easy matter tq find their roosting places and 
slip up and shoot them in the night. This was 

.. the principal way of killing them by some 
hunters. Such was the plan for the evening 
in question, and they proceeded in quest of the 

. game. The wolves, however were turkey 
hungry too, and followed the party, keeping in 
the dark so as to be out of danger of their rifles. 
Plenty of roosts were found and many shots 
were fired, but in every instance where the 
turkey .fell more than a few yards from the 
hunters, it was grabbed by a wolf and cnrriod 
a.wny before they could get to it. Only got· 
ting three turkeys during the night out of·per· 
haps as many dozen, the wolves getting the 
balance. There were a. number of dogs along, 
but after one or two ventures, they could not 
be driven from the feet of their master. 
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ADVENTURE WITH A DEER. 

N. 0. STAFFORD ANn J. H. COWAN recount 

an adventure with a deer that for a time looked 
quite serious for the parties engaged. They 
were out hunting and came up with a.. buck 
which one of them had wounded where the dogs 
had caught it in a deep hole in the creek. Mr. 
Cowan caught it by one horn and pulled it along 

· the drift to the shore where they threw it on 
its back and prepared to cut its throat. Staf­
ford drew his long hunting knife, but as the 
cold stool touched the deer's throttt it struck 
Stafford's hand with its hind foot peeling the 
skin from his wrist to his knucldes, whilo tho 
lmifo whizzoclt\Wtty t\lld stuck in tho ground 
sovornl yards distant. This left them unarmed 
nnd they could neither hold on nor let go with 
safety, but they finally stunned it with rocks 
'SO it could be finished with a knife. These two 
·men for some three or four years after the war 
were engaged in hunting most of the time. A 
favorite method of kiling deer wns by "shining 
their eyes", tts it was cttllcd. Tho two would 
htn1t together ttfetr night, one carrying a torch 
while the other curried the gun. The deet· 
would stand and look at the light n.s though· in 
wonder, while t.he hunter would take aim be­
tween its gliswniug orbs u.ud bring it down. 
Besides deer and turkey, they would oect~sion­
nlly g-et. a hottl' or pantll(lr. 
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CAPTURING A BEAR. 

A few years before the war a large black bear 
on several occasions was seen to take refuge 
in a oa.ve at the forks of Granny's branch, 
where is now Joo Mustine's field near Cyolon~. 
Numerous attempts were mndo to got him out, 
but without success. One or more parties started 
to enter the cave and kill or drive him out. 
But the bear showed fight, and they beat- a 
hasty retreat. Fires were then built in the 
mouth of the cave to smoke him out. After 
being satisfied that the bear was overcome with 
the smoke, they waited until . it cleared away 
when three men with torches started in to search 
for him. In a few moments they heard a faint 
cry and one of the three came staggering back 
with the word thattheothertwowere overcome 
with "fire damp" and he had just strength to 
roturn nml give tho alnrm. Soh1ing ltU'gl'l' 
torches to drive off the foul air, others ruslwd 
to the rescue of their two comrades and brought 
them out perfectly limber and appa.rently life· 
less. On being returned to the fresh air, bow­
ever, they soon revived. The dead bear, which 

·weighed about 400 pounds was afterwards taken 
out, but the meat had spoilt. 
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CLAIB STAFFORD'S FIRST BEAR. 

MR. STAFFORD relates the following account 
·of killing his :first bear. His father had a corn 
field and bot\r woro so ·numorous that thoy ht'd 
tu,kon to it t\nd woro lh1stroyiug the corn Uko a 
gaug of hogs. Clu.ib was quito a small boy, but 
his fl\ther sont him around the field one day to 
see if all was right, allowing him to take the 
gun. He heard a noise in the corn near where 
a large log was lying, at the side of which grew 
a sapling. He saw something black by this lit- .. 
tle tree which he thought was a large coon. He 
put his gun "through the fence, took aim at the 
center of its breast and fired. Being a little un­
certain as to his game he started back home, 
but soon met his fu.ther who had heard tbe gun 
fire and lmd stnrtod to seo wlmt wt•s up. To­
got.bm• thoy u.ppronchod tho log, mul tlwro lny 
t\ lnrgo be~n·shot tlll'ough tho honrt. 'rho log 
httd concoalod the lower part of its body, and 
its head wus hid by the corn and bmnches ofthe 
sapling, exposing only !Jo small p~trtof its breast 
which he took to be a coon on the side of the 
1i ttle tree. 
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ROBBERY OF THE McDONALD COUNTY BANK. 

TUESDAY morning, August 17,1897, about ten 
o'clock our usually quiet town was thrown into 
a. fever of excitement by the robbery of the Mc· 
Donald County Bank. 

Mr. Shields was sitting under the awning 
north of the doot•, Mr. Ln.Manco just to his left 
and Mr. Manning was sitting just inside of tho 
door. All three were quietly talking when two 
men suddenly came .around the corner of the 
building from the north side and told Shields 
and Manning they wanted the money and wanted 
itd-nquick. Mr. Shields began to remonstrate 
when he was promptly knocked over with n 
winchester, and sent on his all-fours after the 
cash. They were followed into the vault by 
one of the robbers a medium sized man who 
kept his winchester presented and with much 
profanity and threatening urged them to hurry. 
He produced asackandcompelled them to throw 
in the money. The other, a large, tall man 
stootl in the door, guarded LnManco and kept 
watch of the outside movements. Ho wn.s 
cautioned by the robber inside to keep hi'!! eye 
on the hardware. 

Kin McDonaldand MrA. Plumlee who bad just 
driven up to the hitch r~ck in a buggy werP. 



, 

HlSTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 201 

were greeted with the remark, "You just sit 
still and you sha'nt be hurt. n Of· course Kin 
complied. 

Ln.Mance stood twirling a bunch of keys and 
talking to the man in the door, and at one time 
the fellow laughed at one of La Mance's droll 
remarks. He would probably have been thrown 
off his gun.rdlmd hisdomcanot·notbl'('nobs~rVl'd 
by tho leader iusido, whocnutionod hill.l to watcl1 
more carefully. 

They had come into town from the Big Sugar 
Creek road and hitched their horses at the back 
of Wear's lot just west of the Baptist church. 
A small young man, or boy, part Indian was 
left in the street in front of Col. Hooper's 
residence. Brit hooper and Mr. Case who 
happened to be near were held up by him, nud 
he renu1.rked to Brit that it was no use to get 
excitC'd in n time like that. 

Of course it all came like a flash of lightning 
from a clear sky. The first who sa wit thought 
it was some boys scutlling, but as. soon u.s tho 
nlnrm wns g-h·en m(\n bt'g'ltn to run for guns. 
llut. few could be found nud most of thom wero 
not londed. 

Inside of three minutes they had seeured the 
cash and started for their horses, compelling 
Shields and Manning to march at a lively trot 
in front of them thus preventing any shots being 
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fired as they retreated. 'rhe robbers rode out 
as they came in, and a fourth of a mile above Tes­
terman's house they met little Floyd Shields 
and exchanged horses with him. But one shot 
was fired, and that was a winchester shot 
from one of then fired in the air as they rode off. 

They took to the hills about a mile east of 
town crossed Little Sugar and . made :for the 
Indian Territory. Late in the afternoon they 
were intercepted by a possee as they rode down 
a gulch into Butler creek bottom. · A fight en­
sued in which two of the robbers were slightly 
wopnded and one horse killed. They abandoned 
the other horses and took to the brush the tall 
man, Whit Tennyson, having been separated 
from the other two by the Shields h~rse 
running away with him. Tennyson was captured 
the next day in the Indian Territory by Joe and 
Scott Yeargin of Southwest City. Heexposed 
the plot and in a few days the other two were 
captured at Weir City, Kansas. 

The one who stoodguard atthehorses proved 
to be Cora Hubbard, a woman in men's attire. 
She was taken at her father's house in Weir 
City a few hours after her return. The other 
one, John Scheets, came in a couple of days 
later. They were all fully identified and freely 
acknowledged their guilt. About $355 of the 
money was recovered. 
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Tennyson is a. widower 30 years old, Scheets 
is a. young man about twenty-two, and Cora. -
Hubbard is a grass widow twenty-five. Their 
case is now pending in our circuit court, ·and it 
is probable that for this one rash act they will 
spend a good portion of their lives in the pen­
itentiary. 
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KILLING OF JAClr. TILLOTSON. 

ON Sunday night, August SO, 1896, a desperate 
fight took place at the Lumis school house in 
White Rock township, between Jack Tillotson 
and Tom Hopper, in which the former was in­
stantly killed and the latter stabbed in several 
places. The occurrence was especially deplor­
able. from the fact that both were young men, Oli" 
rather boys, about nineteen years old, and were 
strangers. They had never spoken to each 
other except on one occasion they chanced to 
meet in the road and spoke as they passed. 

Rev. James Holloway was holding a series of 
meetings at the place above named and the two 
boys were at meeting on the fatal Sunda,y night. 
It appears that young Tillotson had taken a girl 
to church the night before, and on the way home 
some of the boys hooted at and made fun of 
them. Among them was one of the Hopper · 
boys, a brother to Tom. On Sunday night the 
school house was full and perhaps as many out­
side. Young Hopp~r was sitting on a rick of 
wood which was corded up a fewyardsfrom the 
house with a couple of other men. Tillotson 
approached and in a rude manner asked if he 
was the fellow that halload at him the night be­
fore. Hopper replied that he was not. Tillot-
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son said he could whit> (applying a. very foul 
name) that halload at bini. Hopper said he -· 
was in the crowd but did not halloo.. Tillotson 
twice more repeated the epithet, when Hopper 
said "You can't whip me," and struck Tillotson 
in the face, In the fight Hopper was stabbed in 
the breast, on both wrists, and had a cut in the 
the thigh some four inches deep. He threw 
himself back on the wood and while getting up 
was struck once or twice with a stick of wood. 
As he was getting up he drew a4-!-caliber revol­
ver and fired, the ball passed through Tillotson's 
body near the heart, killing him instantly. 

Hopper was indicted for murder in the second 
degree the following January, and tried at the 
August term, 1897. He was convicted of man­
slaughter in the fourth degree and his punish­
ment fixed at two years in the penitentiary. 
The case was appealed to the supreme court 
where it is stn1 pending (September 1897.) 
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MURDER OF GEORGE SMITH. 

PinevUle Democrat, March 19, 1897. 
Last Sunday night, March 14, 1897, just· as 

divine services were olosl:ld and the congregn.tiou 
dism!ssed at what is known as Old Bethpage 
Bn.ptist church, on North Elkhorn creek, and as 
he was in the act of putting on his overcoat, 
George W. Smith was coolly and deliberately 
shot down without warning by one JohnArnold, 
a boy about 19 years old. The shot was fired from 
the outside the ball passing through a pane of 
glass in one of the middle windows on the 
east side of the church striking its victim in the 
right temple, passing slightly upward through 
the right lobe and into the left lobe of the brain, 
there deflecting and passing into the back of 
the head where it was found lying in the brain 
when the autopsy was made after death. 

From the time the shot was fired at twenty 
minutes to nine o'clock Sunday night he lay in 
a comatose state until death came at twenty 
minutes past twelve o'clock on Monday. · In his 
critical condition it was impossible to move him 
to his home, only about one hundred and twenty· 
five yards from the church, so that he died with· 
in a few feet of where he was shot and was buried 
from the church' at two o'clock on Tuesday, the 
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whole population of the country turning out to 
pay its last tribute of respect to one whom all 
honored and loved. 

Young Arnold had been seen at the window 
and talked with by some of the young men out­
side and had refused to enter the church with 
them. The excitement in the church at the time 
was intense, and after a few minutes parties 
started out to search for the assassin and Arn­
old having been seen at the window and . then 
suddenly disappearing suspicion pointed to him. 
An hour or such a matter after the shooting 
parties went to the home of 01 Mosier, about a 
mile north of the church, after castor oil and 
found that Arnold was there and in bed. The 
Constable and Squire Mosier were notified, a 
warrant issued, and he was taken into custody 
by constable Hines about midnight. 

Sheriff Jarrett and Prosecutor Clay wero 
n:>tified as quickly as possible Monday morning, 
and M1'. Clay being unable to go on account of 
trying a criminal case here that morning, Sher­
iff Jarrett and Judge W. E. Smith went as 
quickly as possible to the scene, arriving there 
about noon. Arnold was arraigned before Squire 
Mosieru.nd waived examinationand wu.scommit­
ted to jail the Sheriff tttking chn.rge of n.nd 
bringing him to Pineville, himself, priRoner nnd 
Judge Smith leaving tho~e about four o'clock 
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and arriving here a little after dark, and the 
Sheriff landed him in the Neosho jail the next 
day. Excitement ran quite high in the country 
where the assassination occured, and had the 
people been positive that the right party had 
been caught it is believed by many that he 
would have been lynched. 

He seemed to take every thing ve~y coolly, 
and that night while being guarded here mado 
a confession, deliberately acknowledging that 
he did it, telling all about how he d\d it, and 
implicating other parties, saying that he was 
to have, or had got $25.00" for it. He said he 
had nothing in the world against Mr. Smith 
personally. His confession w.as reduced to 
writing and he swore to it. Arnold has lived 
in that locallity most of the time for six or 
seven years past, and is anorphan. In some 
ways he may not be over bright, but at the 
same time he is a cunning, shrewd fellow and 
by no means unaccountable. He used a 38 
caliber five chamber revolver, and the same day 
had shown it to some of the boys, sho,ving them 
tliat he had five cartridges in tho revolver and 
six in his pocket. The ~Shell of the eleventh 
was picked up about seventy-five yards from 
the church near a tree the next morning. This 
shell and the bullet extracted from the brain 
of Mr. Smith exactly fitted Arnold's revolver. 
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TIFF CITY. 

THIS enterprising little town was platted by 
S. L. Hopkins, August6, 1881. Hopkins platted 
an addition in 1883, and E. W. DePue laid out 
another addition in 1886. 

The town is situated on Buffalo creek where 
it crosses the State line. It has a.. population 
of about 200. people, and contains several enter­
prisiug and well conducted business establish­
ments. Is has a good portion of Buffalo and 
Patterson creek valleys, besides some prarie 
and extensive flat woods from which to draw 
its custom in the State, and. is adjacent to. a 
fertile tract of country in the Indian Territory. 

The name was suggested by the mineral substance of that name which abounds in the vi<.:inity of the spring. The town was incor­porated several years ago, but after an experi­ment of several months the city government was abandoned. During this time a number of men got on a spree and undertook to run the town. They bluffed off two or three of tho offi­cers, sending some of them home for· repnirs. Ed Hopkins, one of tho deputies, comuumdo<l the peace and was assaultl•d by tho rioters. Ho drew his pistol and shot John Caulk, one of them deu.d .. It was in Tiff City that Minnie DePue, a girl In her teens, shot and instantly killed John Lewis, a man of family, in defense of her hon?r. 'l'hey used to scrap a little down there, but m recent years the place has become quite peaceable and the moral element prevails. 
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THE TEMPERANCE WORK. IN 
McDONALD COUNTY •. 

BY MRS. LORA S. La.MANOE. 

THE rise and growth of temperance sentiment 
in McDonald county has been somewhat out of 
the ordinary. To fully understand it, we must 
go back to the early days of its settlement. At 
the first, the county was largely settled by peo­
ple from the Southern and Western states. The 
most goniu.l, hospitnble people on ou.rth, thoir 
very qualities of BONHOMIE and good fellow· 
ship inclined them to conviviality. There had 
been no temperance agitation, and none were 
troubled with scruples as to dram drinking or 
social treating. Mostofthestores sold whisky, 
and sold it with as little concealment as they 
did their calicoes; every farmer brought his 
jug with him when he came to town to trade; 
every horse swapping or sale of land was con­
firmed by treats all around; every house and 
barn raising was dedicated by the passing of 
the whisky jug from hand to hand; the guests 
at every wedding grew hilarious with exhilara­
ting corn-juice, while all toooften the mourners 
of the funeral, drowned their sorrows tho so.mo 
dtty in the oblivion of drunkenness. ·Picnics, 
elections, and holidays were days of ' 1a general 
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good time," which expression covered every­
thing from being gentlemanly foxy to lying dead­
drunk in the fence corner. Thus weresown the ·· 
seeds for a bitter harvest of dissipation. 

Following this came the terrible period of 
the civil war. McDonald County was on debata­
ble ground, and was over-ran again and again, 
by the contending Federal and Confederate forc­
es. She was mercilessly pillaged and sacked, her 
court house destroyed, and her records burned. 
For years there was no restraint of oithor ohuroh 

. or court. Atmrchy l'()lgnod, nud tho inovittLble 
demoralization that followed, could not be over 
come in a day nor year. The days of reconstruc­
tion, of the setting in motion of the machinery 
of law and order, was a time of turbulence. 
The war had t>ngendered countless feuds between 
neighbors. The Governor had to appoint the 
first officers, and rival ambitions and jealousies 
fanned this animosity. As un instance of the 
unsettled state of affairs, the records show tlmt 
no less than three different men werea.ppointed 
in three months time to the same count.y office. 
Moral restraint, that would have alleviated much 
of this angry feeling, unfortunately was in 
nbeyanco. The war lmd boon over two yoar~ 
boforo tho first church wns orgtmiz(ld in tho 
county, und it consistod of n class of but six 
persons, five w9meu and one man. 
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.All this turbulent time two and three saloons 
were doing a flourishing business at the. county 
seat, then a. .hamlet of less than two hundred in­
habitants, but from its position the center o.f all 
this turmoil. Undollbtedly much of the incite­
ment to strife came from thesameiniquitoussa­
loons, the breeders of mischief everywhere. 
Then again, there came back from the war a 
loose, wreckless class of persons, who drift as 
naturally to places where the law is weak and 
·moral force at a low ebb, as the waters run down 
hill. The period ot 1865-70 was a shameful 
one that allot McDonald's Citizens would be 
glad to forget. It was a. cur1•ent saying that 
Plnoville was the worst drinking hole in tho 
state, and this fact furnishes the only ronsont~blo 
explanation of how such an appalling list of 
crimes and misdemeanors could be committed 
in the midst of what had been before, and is at 
the present time, a most peaceful people. There 
were days of·general uproariousness, led by the 
wreckless characters before spoken of who drank 
and caroused, and held high carnival, bullying 
quiet, respectable citizens, defying the law, 
and over-riding the peace officers. On such 
days bullets would· fly upon the streets until 
sober men would leap upon their horses and 
flee for their lives. 

It is not for us to record the murder and Ol'imos 
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of those dark day~. but one tragedy stands out 
so black even on that dark page, that we can 
not pass it by. One of the carpenters employed 

. in building the court-house, was a man originally 
of fine impulse; he gave way however to the 
dissipation all around him and became a. perfect 
sot. In a. moment of remorse, realizing the 
chains of drink were too strong for him to ever 
be his own master again, he took his own life. 
His wife, wholeftbehindher this little message, 
"Death is better than to live the wifP. of a. drunk­
ard," tookpoison with him, anddiedalso. This 
terrible deed shocked a community fnstgrowing 
accustomed to crime, and sobor men b<:>gan to 
ask, "How much longer shall these things 
co!ltiuuo 't" Thou began one of tho most effect­
ive tomperance awu;kenings that ourcountyhas 
ever known. No temperance advocate has ever 
delivered such touching and effective pleas . 
for sobriety, as did the shootings, stabbing and 
murders, "jhat could be traced to the saloons. 
What men hav~ to know and see, they feel, and 
the peaceful, law-abiding element began to d.o 
some serious thinking on the liquor problem. 
Men who.had been moderate dram drinkers all 
their lives, began to see the dangers of indulg­
ence, and more and more, the substantial men 

· who are the bttck bone and sinew of every 
community, s woro oft' fr<>m drink! ug t.h!'mR<IlVN~, 
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and gave their influence against it. An improve· 
ment· of conditions followed at once upon this 
olmngc of public opinion. Dl'iuldng there was 
yut, u.nd t.o oxcN1s, but tho shmnoluss orgius of 
tho 11li0's" c.ould not be repented, for }mblio 
~mutimont would no longor tolorttte thom. 

Iu 1Bi4 u. lodgo of I. 0. G. 'r. wns organized 
n.t Pineville, but soou cume to un end .. ·rhe thno 
Wtts not yet ripe for public revolution. · The 
lou. von was working, however, und . in Feb· 
run.ry, 18i8, when Mrs. S. A. Willin,ms cttmo to 
Pino\'illo in the interest of tho Murphy uud Blue 
Ribbon movement, the hour wus ripe. The 
n.wu.keniug wns something phenomenal. The 
interest that was taken baffles description. 'l'he 
community became at a white heat of enthusi~ 
n.sm. Night after night for weeks the old Meth· 
odist ch\U'(lh wtts pttcl\('(\ to tho vory wt~lls: 
fttrmors with their famillos drovo onn· l'Ottgh 
roads on the darkest nights, and stood patient· 
ly the jn;m and push of the crowd, a third of 
whom could not be seated. Blue ribbon by the 
bolt was cut into badges. Tipplers and teeto­
'talers, drunkards and church members, fell into 

'nne waiting their turn to have their names re­
corded, and the bit of blue ribbon piniJ.ed on. 
Whenever some particularly hard case would 
fall into line the enthusiastic audience would 
burst into song. The ringing chorus of "Throw 



HtSTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 215 

out the life-line," ccpun for the shore,, or 
"Hold tho fort, would resound until the 
very wu.lls oohoed back tho roft't\ln. When tllls 
}lrotmet~d tmnpcrt\UM lo\•e·fou.st closod, thoro 
wo.s scu.rcely an adult for miles n.round but wlmt 
had talwn t.heplodgo, uwitluunllootowm·dnoue, 
,.,nd cho.rity towu.rd all. ·• 11The Murphies" of 
Pineville httd even gone with song and exhorta­
tion to White Rock and other townshi-ps, ctU'rying 
tho gospel of totttl nbstinence~ The bette1• to 
l1old tho lt\rge number of t-cfot•med mon . who 
joined them, the Murphies rNmlved to hold a 
rE.lgular meeting every Thursday night, and 
for five years they did so. 

But it was not all smooth sailing. Far from 
it, indeed. The power proved unresistable, 
and OllO unfortunate aftor another bt'Oke his 
plodg91 uu.t.il tho nmubt.'l' of d~r~otious wns nu 
opel\ scandal. Mnuy societies would luwe given 
up th~ ghost t\t once, but our McDonald County 
~hu·:phies wet-c not of that kind of stuff. The 
matter. was taken up. It was decided for the 
children and young men's sakes to continuethe 
meetings. Then came the question of purging 
the :r9lls. Some of those who had violated their 
. pled¥e were most honored citizens, and their 
wive~ and children were in the audience. Men 
sat and looked at each other, each unwilling to 
do this obvious but unpleasant duty. Then 
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uprose old Harmon Kenney, an officer in the 
·church, and his hair white with the snow ·of 
three-score and ten winters. With tears falling 
like rain down his cheeks, he said, 11What no 
one else will do, Harmon Kenney must do. I 
move that so and so, be expelled from our rolls.'' 
This one man's brave Christia.n net saved tho 
Murphies. The remnant that was left, deter­
mined to not yield, and .for those five years, 
1 in e upon line they, gave instruction in 
temperance doctrine until public sentiment in 
Pineville township became, as it remains to-day, 
overwhelmingly on the right side. The Murphies 
as an organization, have died out everywhere, 
but the work they did for Pineville township 
and through it an influence extending through­
out the county, can scarcely be over-estimated. 

For five years after the Murphies disbanded, 
we find no record of any temperance society in 
the county. Early in 1888, temperance again be­
came a burning question, for in February of 
that yet~r a sp(){·h~l elC'ctiou was held upon tho 
Wood Local 01lfuiou Lt\W. The results showed 
tho folly of attempting topassu.reformmeasurc 
without an active organization working for it, 
for the antis or "wets," carried the measure 
overwhelmingly, one township indeed, giving 
but one dry vote. At the eleventh hour, Feb­
ruary, the month of the election, theW. C. T. 
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U. sent an organizer, C. J. Holt, into the county 
to rally the iempera.noe forces, and do the little 
that could be done in that short time. He at 
once established a. W. C. T. U. at Pineville, the 
most central point in the county, and the now 
aroused workers succeeded in getting some 
earnest work done in some other townships. 

In Pineville township the ladies served hot 
coffee and l'efresbments close to the voting 
place, and pinned ribbon badges on the "dry" 
adherents. Without exception, in everyvoting 
precinct where the temperance people made a 
stand, the "drys" won; where they let it go by 
default, the "wets" carried the day as surely. 
There is a lesson in this for future remembrance. 

In Elk River Township, (where the town of 
Noel now stands,) thesentimentagainst saloons 
was supposed to be decisive, and the temperance 
people made no attempt to rally their forces. 
Theliquormen, wiser in theirdaynndgenero.tion 
organized a still hunt along every by-path and 
up every cross-hollo·w. At 3 o'clock, to their 
nstonishment, the "drys" found thomsel vos out 
numbered. Thomtts Marshu.ll, Elk River's lead­
ing citizen, roundly vowed that that record 
should not stand. He brought out every horse 
and vehickle that he bad, pressed drivers into 
service and sent them after the stay-at home 
temperance vote. In one part of the Township 
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was a little body of Adventists. They were 
staunch temperance men, but as the election 
came on Saturday, which was their Sabbath, 
they stayed at home rather than desecrate the 
Sabbath day. To them Mr~ Marshall sent this 
terse message, "This is a case of heiping the 
ox out of tbe pit," and every man responded. 
They got there just before the poles closed, and 
Elk River went "dry" by exactly five majority. 

The W. C. T. U. that was organized by C. J. 
Holt, at Pineville, .consisted of· 21 active and 2 
honorary members. Mrs. America Chenoweth 
was the first President, and much interest was 
manUested. In March Mr. Holt organized a 
W. C. T. U. at Southwest Citywith33 members 
the most prominent ladies of the town connecting 
themselveswith it. Somewhereaboutthistime, 
but whether organized by Mr. Holt we do not 
know, a W. C. T. U. was also established at 
Rocky Comfort. These are the three stragetic 
points, center south, and north, that any or­
ganization that intends to hold the county must 
first capture. These unions all contained much 
excellent material, a:adgave at first much prom­
ise; but our ladies were unsued to public work 
of any kind, the leaderc;;. one by one became sick 
or moved away, and the move came to a stand­
still everywhere for lack of a head. 

After ihis came a spasmodic revival of the I. 
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0. G. T. atoneortwo points, but this also, soon 
came to naught. In August 1893, Mrs. May L. 
Woods, President of the 23rd District W. C. T.­
U., and Mrs. Rebecca Hall, the sai'r:ttly head of 
the State Evangelical Department of the W. C. 
T. U., organized a W. C. T. U. at Southwest 
City. This was a smaller Union than the first, 
and was Ofgauized under more discouraging 
influences, for the liquor sentiment at that time 
was unfortunately strong at Southwest City. 
Mrs. Lucy A. Struthers, a mo<st estimable 
woman, was elected President, and Mrs. E. P. 
Quarles was appointed the County President. 

· January 11 1894, Mrs. Woods, our beloved 
District President, and Mrs. Clara C. Hoffman, 
the State President of the Missouri W. C. T. U., 
organized a Union at Pineville. Mrs. ·Lora S. 
LaMance was the first President, and served as 
such until September 1895, when Mrs. C. S. 
Manning, our present leader, took her pla.ce . 

. In May 1894, Mrs Quarles resigned as County 
President, and Mrs. LaMance was appointed to 
her position, and still holds it. In May 1894 a 
Union was organized at Anderson, another good 
central point. Of this Mrs. Octavia Elliff was 
President until1896, when Mrs. P. A. T. Yocum 
took her place. In December 1896, Mrs. Nellie 
G. Burger organized a W. C. T. U. at Rocky 
Comfort, Mrs. Fannie Kelly, PrP.sident, and 



220 HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

this list completes the number of W. C. T. u:•s 
at present in the county. 
· The W. C. T. U. have held it as their special 

mission to form and crystalize public sentiment 
in favor o:f prohibition. While we work among 

· the adults, and especially try to awaken the 
churches as to their dutyuponthisques~ion, we 
pay special attention to the children. Adopting 
the language of one of our leaders we hold that 
"Th_e star of hope for the temperance reform 
bangs over the school house." We have held 
in our three and a half year's existence. three 
special meetings with the teachers at the Normal, 

' and have pledged them to teach scientific tem­
perance instruction in the school room, that 
our boys and girls may understand why alcohol 
and tobacco hurt the human body. We have 
had about twenty-five ·Demorest Oratorical 
Contests, for young people between the ages 
o:f fourteen and twenty-five. Two of these 
Contests were for the gold medal, all the com­
petitors for which had already won a silver 
medal. Beside this there have been four or 
five L. T. L. Contests held for children under 
fourteen. Fully one third of these Contests, 
that have awakened great interest everywhere, 
and incidently taught our young people more 
about elocution than they had ever known before 
have been held by our friends tlie teachers, in 
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District schools. By that means the prohibition 
gosp~l has. been carried where no temperance 
lecturer has ever gone, and no temperance sooi- -
ety ever organized. 

We have held four very successful county con­
ventions, at which many able addresses andpa­
pers were presented~ Wehaveenjoyeda.t stat­
ed periods hearing' such well known lecturers 
as Mrs. Hoffman, Mrs. Bosworth and Mrs. Bur­
ger. We ha.ve held many public meetings tha.t 
have done much to hold public sentiment to the 
right. We have scattered thousands of pages 
of temperance literature, and the most of the 
time for the last two years, the Unions at An­
derson and Pineville have maintained a. Tem­
perance column in the Pineville Democrat and 
Anderson Messenger respectively. By all these 
things we know we have not been idlers in the 
Master's vineyard, and yet there is so much 
more that ought to be done, and that we might 
have accomplished, that we feel that we have 
no room for self praise. God granting, theW. 
C. T. U. of McDonald county in spite of special 

- discouragements at this and that point, will 
still press on, and labor for the "good, the true' 
and· the right," until there is no need for a tem· 
perance society in the county. 

In the fall of 1894, E. H. Benham organized 
a chain of I. 0. G. T. lodges in our county. 
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There is the best of feeling between fraternal 
temperance ~ocieties, s<;> he advanced to no poin:t 
where the W. C. T. U. was already established, 
but at Erie, Bethpage, Tiff City, Noel, and three 
or four other points he organized lodges. Some 
o.f these proved short lived, but it is thought 
that they at least prepared the way for some fu­
ture organization. Erie and Bethpage I. 0. G. 
T. lasted for two years each, but from lack of 
leaders, the commoncauseoffailure, wentdown. 
The lodge at Donohue, however, remains in a 
flourishing condition, and is exerting a wide· 
spread influence. It is the George Washington 
Lodge, and one of its officers says it is its good 
name that keeps it alive and growing, but we 
think there is more in the stick-to-it-iveness of 
its officers. 

Every ono of those IJorlgos ought to t.ake 
h(ml't Ullll l'OCOllVj}llO thomsol \'CS. rl,he flold is 
indeed white unto the harvest, but tho laborers 
are few. The change in public sentiment the 
last few years has been gratifying to the tem­
perance people, but if we are to cement this in­
to strong, clear intent and purpose, we must do 
more and better work. Let us up, and be at 
our labor, while it is yet to-day! 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

BIOG U.APlJICAL. 

A. A. ADAMS, familiarly known as Allen, is a 
son of Jeff and Mary E. Adams, who for many 
years were familiar citizens of Buffalo township~ 
He was born in Texas, January 17, 1864. In 1867 
his parents came to this county and located on the' 
Sugar Fol'k of Buffalo creek. His mother died in 
1888, his father h1 1894. He and Miss Ada L. 
Hayes were united .in marriage August 11, 1889. 
She bore him three children, all of whom are now 
living. She died November 20, 1894. Mr. Adams 
was reared on his father's farm, and attended the 
district schools what time he c:>uld be spared from 
the farm duties. He followed that occupation un• 
til Octob~r, 1895, when he bought on interest in 
the Coy Mills, since which time he bas b~>en inter­
ested in that business, be>ing now locr.tcd at Tiff 
City. He has given his attention to the various 
details of the busines>l until he has become almost 
as familiar with the milling business as the farm 
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work. At present he is engaged in running tho 
~nglne and assistant manager of the business ot 

· the firm. 

ANDREW D. ANDERSON, of McMillin township, 
son of Robert and Hester Anderson, was born in 
Barry county, Missouri, September 3, 1840. Five 
years later his parents moved to this cou~ty and 
settled what is now the Schmidt fa.Tm, since whit'h 
tlmo the su bjNlt of thls 11kctch ho..s prlnolpally · 
been a residl•nt of thlK county. Uo cnlit~tcd Au· 
gust 2, 1802, in Co. H. Sixth Kansas Cavalry Vol• 
unteers, and served until June 22, 18()5. The last 
ten .months of the war he was a prisoner at Tyler, 
Texas. He was first married December 7, 1865, to 
Rachel L. Mizer of Tennessee. To them were 
born seven children after which she died. Mr. 
Anderson and Mrs. Malinua C. Hamilton, t\. wid· 
ow with threo children, were mnrrlccl S(lptembt-•1' 
2~, 1&'i0. To them another ttOVN\ (.•hildrcu were 
born. He at first joined tho Baptist church, but 
aftcrwttrds withdrew and joined the North Meth· 
odist of which denomination he was for many 
years a local preacher. His present widow, after 
hor marrlngo with Mr. AudNson, also withdrew 
from tho Dnptlst and joln<~d the church to which 
he bclongl.ld. He Wt\~ t\ pr01;pt•rous farmer and nt 
the time of his death, November 1Hil:>, oW!l('d a 
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farm of over 200 acres. He lived an exemplary 
life, highl'y respected by all who knew him and­
great.ly beloved by his wife nnd children to whom 
he had ever been a kind husband and father. 

ROBERT ANDERSON, was born in Grayson county, 
Virginia, February 1, 1831. H('re he lived until 
he was about 18 years old, when he went to Ten~ 
ncssec, and from there to this county in 1861. One 
of tho first scelltls ho rcm('mbcrcd of sel,lng after 
r\'nrhing this county WI\!' tlw holding or <:'ourt on 
n. big ilnt I'O<'k nt the forks of tlw two Sugl\f creeks. 
He wns first married to Nancy T('Rtcrmnn, of Ash 
county, North Carolina in 1S-t8. After bearing 
seven children fvnr of whom nrc still living she 
died and was buried at Bt>aver Springs cemetery. 
He sen·ed in the quarter master's department one 
year under Gen. Price. Mr. Anrlerson has bacn 
appointed post UH\st<'r four <liller,,nt thnC's ntHl 
Sllrvcd in nll ttbout twtmty Yll;us, holding tho 
po!-!ltion nt Erlt', Ualudnn, nnd Ander::lon. Ho 
estnbliRlwd the lntter on\cc in 1SS7, nnd the town 
incidentally bears his name. He was justice of 
the pence four years at Erie and Indian Springs. 
By occupation he is a merchant and mechanic, 
having sold goods for upwards of twenty years, 
nnd hnH built 21 lHmH<'R in thi~ county. 
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is one of the most prominent men of McDonald 
county. He il'l a son of Judge Hiram Baker, and 
was born in Wayne county this State in 1846. His 
parents came to this county in 1853, where the 
subject of this sketch was principally reared. He 
received a fair education in the common schools, 
mostly in Camden county, where they went during 
a portion of the war. He was E'Specially efficient 
in figures and penmanship. He .was married in 
1879, and they have seven children, all living. Mr. 
Baker, or Zach as every body calls him, has been 
nominated by the Republicans and Independents 
several times, and came within a few votes of 
being elected when the opposition had some 300 
mnjority. In 1886 he wns elt'cted comlty assessor, 
which om<:t' he lllled with credit, t\nd his work rc­
colved the approval of the Domocrntio county 
ol\\clnls. In 18\H he was elected to the ofllco which 
he now holds. By occupation he is a farmer nud 
knows what hard work is. He is a minister in the 
Christian church, and seems to be a great 'favorite 
with the young couples who are matrimonially 
inclined. 

A. H. BARLOW, one of the oldest and most re­
spected citizens of this county, was born near 
Raleigh, North Carolina, in 1818. When he was 
quite a small boy his parents moved to Tennessee 
whore they died. He came to Neosho in 18-U, and 
hi\A llv<'d in Newton nnd M<>Donnld <'OUntieA <'Vel' 
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since. He received his education at home, study·­
ing at night by light of pine knots. He married-· 
Elizabeth Gibson in Tennesset>, they had 
twelve children, four of whom are· dead. Of tht:s 
living, two are in Colorado, two in the Chocktaw 
Nation, oncinKansa.s, oneatNeoshoone atStella, 
and one near Miami, I. T. Some years after the 
death of his first wife he married the widow Michael 
of Newton county. They have three children all 
living. One at Anderson, one in Ark. and one in 
Colorado. Mr Barlow was originially a. Whig, and 
says he sticks to it yet, but voted for Bryan last 
fall. He has been a carpenter, cabinet maker and 
mill wri~ht. During the war he lived on a small 
farm near Neosho most of the time, but finally went 
to Neosho and followed tho Union army, During 
the war his houso and fon~es were all burnt, but 
they caught from the forest fires... He says the 
Rebels treated him well and he never had an enemy 
in hi~ life. 

SAMUEL D. BESl' was born January 3,. 1829, in:· 
Lincoln county,· North Carolina. His parents 
moved to Tennessee when he was but 18 months 
old, where he was brought up. He ·was first 
married in Blunt county, Tenn., in 1851, and has 
15 children, 13 of whom are still living. He is 
now living with his second wife to whom. he was. 
married in the north part of this state a few years 
ngo. In ~:>arly life he attended school at Porryvillt>, 
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Tet\n., where he acquired his education. Mr. Best · 
hal:! quito an interesting war record, having served 
throe yonrs under Stanley u.nd Sheridan. He wall 
in mnny ·bnttltll:!, ntnonl~ whl<•h wort' Perryville, 
Ntwhvilltl1 Murf~N'Iborough 1\1\d Knoxvilh'. lie 
Wl\ll l"lr~t Llonh.mnnt, Co. D., St\cond Tenn. Ct\V• 
nlry; wn~:~ wounded near 1\Iurfccsborough in March, 
186:l, l).nd some time later resigned on account of 
dt::;abl~ity. Mr. Best is tl. farmer by occupu.tion. 
and owns n comfortable home on the Pineville and 
lndinn Springs rond. 

JAMES H. CoWAN, son of David and Matilda 
Cowan, was born in Barton county, Alabama, Dec. 
24, 1840. His parents mov~d to Tenn. and from 
there to Missouri in 1853, and settled where the 
Nubjoct of thiR sketch now lives, on Big Sugar 
\'rt•t'lt twnr Oy<•lon<-. Ho ntt<-ndl'd Hchool at tht' 
Lon\ sl'hool htnll'\1.\ tn Hilt Horn town:-~ hlp. In 1S72 
he wns unlh•d in mnrringe wlth Mis~ Htumnh 
Phillips, but she died two weeks later. The next 
year he married her sister 1\lary. She lived twelve 
years and bore five children, three of whom are 
living-Nancy (Cook), Marcus Andrew, and David 
C., all in this county. Mr. Co\van is a farmer by 
occupation, a staunch Rt'publican in politics, nnd 
for tlfteen year::! lm~ be·en 1\ member of tht' Mission-
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acy Baptist Church. He enlisted in Co. M. Sixth 
Mo. Cavalry September 1, 1861; again in Fifteenth •. 
Mo. Cav. Nov. 1, 1863. He served as Corporal for 
somo tlm.t•, and was olo<'tod Lhmtl,ntmt, hut thv wnr 
l.'losod ht•for(l hi:.~ <'umml~~:~lon Nunc. 

D. S. ELLIFF was born in McDonald county, 
Missouri, March 11, 1867, and has lived here an of 
his lifo. He received a good education in the dis­
trict ~chools ~\nd when quite n young man taught 
thrt•e lC'rms, but lw preft'rred thC' lifo of a ,farn,er 
and hi\S followt•d that occupation since. July 19, 
1&38, he and :Miss Nettie B. Elliott, daughter of 
Judge Elliott of this county, were united in mar­
riage. They have had three children, Inez, Monroe 
and Goldie. Inez diE:'d February 21, 1897, at the 
nge of st•ven yL·nrs, \\'hNl but ei~htt'en yt-nr:-~ of 
ngt> Mr. Bllltl unitN1 with tlw Bapthlt t•hmt'l\ of 
whkh he ht\~ 1.'\'t'\' ~:~ltH•t• bt•t-n t\ t1on~h:h•nt nwmber. 
llt\ wnl:l lt'durN of the Fnrmcr' s Alliance of this 
county for two yt>1Us. He has bl'en a leading 
member of the Populist party for many years, 
and his integrity and hard work were rewarded 
after the eampaign of IS96 by the appointment to 
a lucrative position in the House of Representa­
tives, 30, GE:'nNal Assembly. At the present timo 
lw is a nwmlwr of the Populist Congrcssiounl n;td 
Stntl' Ex(•<•utiYl' Committt'\'s. 
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T. 0. GILBREATH, son of John and Mary Gil·~ 

breath, was born in LaPorte county Indiana in 1846. 
In 1852 his parents moved to Iowa and from there to 
Harrison county Missouri in 1855. When the war 
broke out they went to Des Moines, Iowa where he· 
attended school. He was married in Newton 
county, Mo. May 8, 1870, to Miss R. M. Mickens, 
formerly of Story county, Iowa. They have had 
sl.x: children, fh·e of whom are living. He came to 
McDonald county in 1893 from Jasper county, where 
he had lived for several years. He operated a saw 
mill first on Big Sugar, thE'n near Pineville, where 
he did a thriving business. He sold his mill and 
tried farming awhile, but afterwards resumed his 
former occupation, and is apparently master of the 
art. In 1896 he w~s elected justice of the peace of 
Anderson township which position he fills with 
credit. He is a member of the I .. 0. 0. F. and En­
campment of 0. F. Politically he is a Greenbacker. 

J, TURNER HORNER, son of Dr. John T. and 
Mary Horner, was born July 26, 1866, in Webster · 
county, Missouri. When ho was but six weeks 
old his parents moved to Barry oounty, where Mr.· 
Horner spent his boyhood and youth. He received 
a good education at Cassville, and began teaching 
at the age of twenty years. He soon became one 
of the leading teac.bers of Barry county, and was 
several times teacher of some of the best schools 
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in that county,. and was principal of the Purdy 
school in 1SS9. January 1, 1888 he was united in 
marriage with Miss Mattie Jessee of Cassville, 
Missouri. They have three children, two girls and 
one boy. In 1889 he moved to McDonald county 
to tnkt.' charge of tht- Pineville school of which he 
was principal that year and the next. He was 
again l'lectcd to the same position for the term of . 
1896-i, all of which he filled with credit In th~;~ 
enmpaign of 1S!H, he wns a contestant before the 
Republican County Convention for Representative, 
but on being defeated, was unanimously tendered, 
the nomination for Presiding Judge of the County 
court, to which honorable and responstble posltion 
he was elected the following November. As an 
officer he has performed his duty ably and hon­
estly. He now resides at Rocky Comfort where 
he has a comfortable home and follows his chosen 
profession, that of teacher. He was ·electt>d prin­
cipal of the Rocky Comfort High School for the 
school yNn· tS07-9~. 

P. A. HORTON was hm·n in Bt•nton cm.mty, Ar· 
k:uums, Augu~t 17, iSBfl. llc is n son of Dani<'l 
nnd Sarah (Graham) Horton. His fath<>r died a 
short time before he was born and his mother, 
who rt>n1.arried, livt•d only nhont a year aft<'rward;;. 
hi:s mother and ,:tt•pfather mon·d from Arkan:.m>~ 
to .Joplin when' the>y rt'maincrl a :'<hort tim<' wh<"n 
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they came to :McDonald county. Press, as he is 
usually called, was raised on Indian creek near 
Erie. In 1890 he and 1\Iiss Sarah Bogle were unit­
ed in marriage; they have three children, all of 
whom are living. He has spent most of his life 
on a farm and hopes some day to own a good one 
of his own. For the past year of m?re he has been 
interested in the saw mill business. He belongs 
to the Democratic party with which he has voted 
ever since he arrived at his majority, and from 
which he sees no reason to change. 

HARRY S. JACKSON, is a son of S. H. a~d l\Iary 
Jackson, formerly of Tennessee, b~t now citizens 
of this county. Harry was born in Neosho, Mis­
souri, June, 1873, consequently is still a young man. 
He attended the public schools at N esho until the 
year 1887, when with his parents he came to 
McDonald county and located at Caverna. By 
improving his time in school he secured a good 
business education, which he has since improved 
by practical usc and by a general course of useful 
and instructive reading, so that now ht> is counted 
as one of the best posted young men of the county. 
He was put to work in the mill at Caverna some 
years ago and thoroughly learned the business. 
He now has charge of the mill and is makin,g a 
success of the enterprise, which 'is due to his good 
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.management and courteous treatment of all with 
v.;hom he deals. The probabilities are that in th,e 
years to come he will rise to disti~ction among our 
people. 

S. T. LANE: Another of the pioneers of this 
county is the gentleman whose name stands at 
the head of this sketch. He was born in Green 
county, this state, October 28, 18-13. Hi!! birth 
pine!:' is now the historic Springfield battltl ground. 
His parents, Samuel and Francis Marion (Robhi­
son) Lane, came to McDonald county in 18-15. He 
married MisR Isabel C. Kincannon, of \Vashington 
county, Arkansas. They have no children. Mr. 
Lane enlisted for the war in the 1st Missouri Con­
federate Artillery, where he held the position of 
bup;ler. He was in the battles at Carthage, Pea. 
Ridge, Prairie Grove, Helena, Jenkins Ferry, and 
other smaller engagements. He joined the M. E. 
Church, South, in 1890, his wife having bE-come a. 
member of that church several years before, and 
both are living consistent Christian lives. He has 
becen a farmer and carpenter by occupation. and 
politically a life-long Democrat. For many years 
he lived on his farm on Patterson creek, but is now 
a resident of Tiff City, where he has a comfortable 
home and, with his estimable lady is enjoying the 
blessings of life. 
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MARTIN L. MARRS, Ron of Aaron and Emmaline Marrs, was born in \Vashingtoneounty,Ai'kansas, August 18, 1855. He remained in the land of his · birth until some years after he was grown to man­hood, coming to this county in 1885. He attended . school at Vina Grove Seminary, Arkansas, where he g~.ined an. education that renders him fl.t for the responsible county office which he now fills. On the 7, day of Septemb..,r, 1880, he and Miss Elizabeth Bunch, also of \Vashington county, Ar­kansas, were married. Their union has been blessed with fl.ve children, all of whom are living. Mr. Marrs was nominated on the Democratic ticket in 1896 for county Assessor and was elected by a large majority. With the exception of a short time in the mercantile business at Jane, he has been a life-long farmer, and after his term of of­fice expires he expects· to return to his chosen occupation. 

M. E. MEADOR, of Anderson, is a son of Martin and Sarah Meador who settled in thit! county in the early days. He was born in this county Feb· ruary 28, 1959, and has always lived here. He attended the district school at Beaver Springs near where his father lived. In 1880 he was mar­ried to ~liF~s MAQ' Anrlen;on, also of this; !:'ounty. After bearing !:tiX children, five of whom are living, she died May 1, 1896. \Vhen the rail road waB 
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built through this county it passed over a piece of 
his land, and with an eye to business, he at once _ 
laid it out in town lots. He has ever since been 
one of the principal men in building up the town 
of Anderson, and much of its success has been due 
to his work and influence. Mr. Meador is at present 
engaged in running a saw mill and livery stable. 
He is one of the stand-by's in the Republican party, 
having never wavered from that faith. 

·J.P. MADDEN, one of the best known citizens of 
this county, was born in Warrick county Indiana 
Ma~h 29, 1838. He remained in his native state 
until in middle life where he held several positions 
of honor and trust. He was educated at a private 
school and followed the avocation of teacher for 
several years. He was Township Trustee, and 
assessor, also constable and deputy sheriff. In 
1875 he moved form Indiana to Kansas and from 
there came to this county in 1878. Since living 
here he has worked at a saw mill for some time, 
then handled timber at Anderson and now keeps a 
hotel there. He, at present devotes much of his 
time canvassing for cemetery marble work. He 
filled the- office of county assessor on the Democratic 
ticket for two terms, 1889-93, and proved to be an 
honest servant of the people. He first married 
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Miss Mary E. Hedges, of Warrick county Indiana, 
November 17, 1859. ·She died April 25, 1887. In 
188? he married Maggie S. Nance, with whom he 
is now living. 

JOHN L. MONTGOMERY, was born on Red River, 
Texas, June 28, 1848. He Js a son of Jos. B. and 
Martha Montgomery, for many years a prominent 
family of this county. In 1850 his parents left 
Texas and located near Fayettville Arkansas. In 
1863 they came to Missouri, and located in this 
county in 1867. John L. was ma.rried to Miss 
Hassle Hyatt of. Newton county in 1868. They had 
two children, both boys now in business in Rocky 
Comfort. His wife died July 15, 1890. One of his 
brothers served in the Union army, and his father 
commanded a. company at the battle of Pea Ridge 
under Gen. Price. He is a member of the Christian 
Churoh, nnd in politics has always been a stnunoh 
Republican. l~'or many yt1nrs he wns in tho mer­
cantile business at Rocky Comfort, but a couple 
of years ago withdrew from that business and now 
devotes his time to his farm where he has an elegant 
home. 

·w.- H. NOEL, was born August 27,1816, in Casey 
county Kentucky. His parents, B. S. and Nancy 
Noel, moved to McDonald county, Mo. the same 
ycnr, consequently the object of this sketch has 
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lived here from infancy. August 1, 1864 he joined 

the 2nd Cherokee regiment, Confederate Volunteers . 

and served to the close of the war. Was in several 

skirmiahes in Missouri and Arkansas, and in one 
or two pretty severe engagements. November 20, 

1867, he was united in marriage with Miss Nannie 
Huffman, of Collins county, Texas. To them have 

been born ten children, seven of whom are still 

living. Before their marriage both had united 

with the Baptist church of which they have been 

consistent members for some thirty years. Mr. 

Noel was deputy sheriff five years; 1887-1892. In 

1892 he was elected assessor, and re-elected in 

1894, being the only Democrat elected on the county 

ticket that year. He is now ( 1897) deputy assessor. 

JoHN \V. NuTTING, son of George and Margarett 

Nutting, was born in this county, January (3., 18-17. 

He lived at the home of his pnr(~nts on BuiYalo ore>(lk 

until August, 18\12, nt whloh time ho onll::~tod in the 

Confedl.lrntc n,rmy, Sixteenth Mi1::1sourl Cavalry, 

but in a short time they were dismounted and be­

came Infantry. He was in the battles at Helena, 
Pleasant hill and Saline River, besides numerous 

·minor engagements. His discription of their ad­

Yance on Helena, the attack, repulse and retreat 

sounds like a romance. He surrendered at the 

close of the war nt Shrevesport, La. In 1869 he 

was married to Ml!>!l Margnrct Haba a native of 

Knox coultty, Tenn. The-y have seven children 
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all living. He is a member of the Baptist church, 
a farmer, and a life-long Democrat. In 1888 he 
was elected county judge for the western district, 
and re-elected in 1888, serving four years. His 
abillty as an officer is tersely expressed in the 
appellation given him as 11The watch dog of the 
county treasury." 

R. \V. PATTERSON was born inBuncombcounty, 
North CaroliDa, November 29, 1857. His parents 
came to McDonald county in 1871. On the · 31, 
day of March, 1878 he and Miss Sarah E. Click of· 
this county were united in marriage. They have 
four children, Clara A., Effi.e, Stella and Alfred. 
In politics he has always been a Democrat, and 
for the past twenty-.three years has been a member 
of the Baptist church. He has been engaged in 
farming most of his life and owns a good farm 
near Anderson, but the last fl.ve or six years has· 
been clerking in a store at that place. He was 
deputy assessor two years under Chapman and 
four y~ars undor Madden. Was justice of the peace 
four yNtrH 1Sil2-U and for tho ln.st six years has 
b(~en a notary public. His business qualifl.catlons 
are first class and his genial manners and fair 
dealings contribute much to the success of the fl.rm 
with which he is connected. 
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H. C. PRATER was born in Kentucky February 
2nd 1851. In 1855 his parents settled in Johnson 
county, this state, and in 1865 came to McDonald 
county. In 1870 to 1874 the subject ofthis sketch 
spent in California, but with this exception has 
lived in this county. On t.he 17th day of February, 
1H76 he was mnrrh~d to Miss Snrah J. Kenney. 
They have nine children living. He served as 
Justice of the pence in Pineville township six years, 
and in 1802 was a candidate for the office of Col­
lector, being defeated by 80 votes. In 1894 the 
Il.<:publicans again nominated him and he was 
elected ~y a plurality of 126. Mr. Prater has 
always borne a reputation as a competent business 
man, and strictly honest in his transactions. He 
is a member of the Methodist church. One of the 
grandest things that he will ever have to think of 
is that for many years while poor himself and 
burdened with a large family, he took care of his 
old father and mother without ever a thought . or 
hope of reward. He h<ts a good farm on Indian 
creek near Lanagan where he has been living the 
pn!'t four years. 

J. H. QU,\.Ll.S. '!'he :;ulJjcct of thh; :sketch wus 
burn in Madison county, Arkansas, March 11, 1860. 
His parents moved to Christian Co. Mo., during the 
war, then back to Arkansas. Went to Colorado 
.in 1876 and came to McDonald couni:y in 1879, • 
since which time Mr. Qualls has been a prominent 
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resident. June 20, 1886 he and Miss N.C. Lewis, 
of this county, were united in marriage. They 
have throe children; Rosa E. eight years of age, 
Bortle M. five yeo.rs, Samuel B. one year old. He 
and his wife united with the Missionary Baptist 
church about -eevon y~:.~ars ago. He is now pub· 
Ushlng the Till City News, a nice, olean paper tha~ 
ls a credit to both .Mr. Qualls and the community 
in which it is located. His first venture in the 
newspaper business was at Anderson, in 1893, 
when tho 1\l~t~sc.mger wnli t\t~tnbllsh(•d. Since thnt 
time be h1~1:1 bect\ comtedod with two other pnpers. 
He is a member of tho Populist pttrty, and during 
the campaign of 189·1 was chairman of the county 
central committee of that party. · 

G. 1\1, D. SEADOURN, son of Bradford and Oath• 
crluo (Campbell) Seabourn, was born in Bradley 
co\mty, E11st TonncsRcc, Juno 3, 18·15. He CIUllO 

with his parent~:~ to McDonald county in 1858. He 
was tlrst married in 1~62 to Miss Missouri Anderson, 
sister of A. D. Anderson, late of this county. By 
her three children have been born. Some years 
ttft~.>r h(lr th.'nth he married MiRs Snrah Eden by 
whom ho ht\s four chlldt·on living. llo was never 
in tho re~ulnr nrmy, but served for a time in tho 
stnto mnlltln. He wns in tho Ught o.t Neosho 'vlth 
Gencml Shelby by whoso men ho wo.s captured 
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a.nd released on parole. The entire family were 
strongly Union and had to leave this county in_. 
1862, at which time they went to Lawrence county 
returing in 1866. His father served over two years 

, in the 6th Kansas Cavalry. Mr. Sea bourn does 
not belong to any church, has never held a public 
office and is a. farmer by occupation. He owns a. 
good farm, is in comfortable circumstances, comes 
of a good family and is highly respected by all · 
who know him. 

WILLIAM K. WILSON, son of Levi and Elizabeth 
Wilson, was born in Jackson county, Tennessee, 
November 4, 1841. His youth was spent. in the 
land of his birth, and on the 21st day of March, 
1861 he was united in marriage with Miss Lena A. 
Clark. During the war they were compelled to 
•.'refug<.>e" to Kentucky being loyal people. Mr. 
\Vilson joined tho First Tenn. mounted Infnntry 
in 1813-l nnd served until tho close of th(• wnr, being 
most of the time in the mountains of his 
native state. In 1868 he and his wife both joined 
the Christian church of which they arc still con­
si~tcnt membNs. In 1871 tht>y moved to Illinois, 
and in 1S77 to this county. He improved a nice 
place ncar the Roark school house, and while there 
served as district clerk several ycnrs. He is now 
making another comfortable home ncar Coy. They 
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have been blessed with nine children, six of whom 
are still living, and the entire family are respectable 
and industrlo~s people. 

T. H. WIMPEY. Almost every body in the west ~ 
part of the county knows Tom Wimpey, the genial 
miller of Tiff City. He was born in McDonald 
county June 27, 1854, and has spent most of his 
life in the land of his birth. His father, Joshua 
\Vhnpey, dicdin 1867. His mother Rachel Wim­
pey, is stlll living. In 1869 the family moved to 
Arkansas, but returned to this county after an 
absence of three years. March 25, 1877, he and 
Miss Arizona Hutchison were united in marriage. 
ThC'y havl' sovt'n children, all living, Sarah L. 
who i~ mnrrlod to l..nftl Hnmlhm, A. C., Plnudy, 
Luln, Mnttie, Stella and Jct'sio. He wns brought 
up on n farm, but went into the goods business at 
Twin Springs when that town first sprung up. He 
went to Coy about 1&')2 and dealt in goods a while, 
then went into the Coy mill. \Vhile at this place 
he was post master !'tOmE' nine or ten years. Last 
year the mill was moved to Tiff City where it is 
now in opNntion, ~Ir. "·impE'~' hC'ing th!' millE'r 
nnd g"l'IH'rHI mnnngt•r. Ht• i~ n <•on,:i~tt•nt memht•r 
of the Baptist c-hurc-h. 

C. E. DAVIS, son of W. R. and E. E. Davis, was 
born in the City of Cincinnati in 1870. When he 
wns nbout St'VC'_r:t years of age his parents moved 
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to Joplin, this state, where they resided some ten 
yc~rs. purlng thclrrel!lidence ln Joplin they tnade ~ 
several trips back to their native place, and came 
to this county occasionally. Mr. Davis being in 
poor health the changes were ma.de in hopes of 
effecting his recovery. He died in 1882. Clarence 
attended the public schools at Joplin where he ob· 
tained a. good business education. \Vith his 
mother, he came to !\IcDonald county about ten 
years ago and settled on a farm near Noel. This 
he cultivated until the town of Noel began to be 
c:. place of note, when he went there and took charge 
of the City Hotel. He keeps an excellent house, 
and has done a business that is surprising for a 
town no larger thnn Noel. Ho, also, hns a good 
livery ~>h\blo nnd ruris tho Noel & Southwest City 
mn.il o.nd hnck Uno. In 1890 he was married to 
l\liss Neta Farmer, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Farm· 
er, of Pineville. They have two children. 

EDWIN TYLER DOTY, was born in Cayuga 
county, New York, December4, 1844. At the age of 
15 years he moved to the state of Michigan. When 
the war broke out he enlisted in Fourth Michigan 
Infantry and SE'rved until his time expired. After 
the war he entered the college at Ann Arbor, 
Michigan and graduated in the Medical department 
in March, 1870. In 1883 he cnme to Southwest 
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Missouri, residing in McDonald county two years, 
and inJoplln over seven years. He then located 
at Anderson, December, 1892, and embarked in the 
drug business in connection with the practice of 
modloinc. During Cleveland's sec.ond term Mr~. 
Doty was postmaster at Anderson, and every one 
speaks well of her management of that office. The 
doctor enjoys a good practice, has a good trade in 
the store and he and his lady stand high in the 
estimation of the people • 
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A. W •. NOEL. 

. 
THE gentleman whose name stands at the head 

of this sketch was born in this county April 10, 
1868. He is a son of 0. W. and F. M. Noel of Elk 
River township. Being reared on a farm he follow­
ed that occupation, attending the district sohools 
until early manhood when he went to \Varrens­
burg school and, also, took a term in the Business 
College nt Knnsns City. Soon after returning 
from school ho secured a. position as clerk and 
book keeper for M. N. L•tMance, where he remained 
some four years. By this time, haYing saved his 
earnings, he bought a small stock of hard ware and 
went into business on his own account. In May, 
1893, he took charge of the post office at Pineville, 
to which position he had been appointed by Presi­
dent Cleveland. He administered the affairs of 

. ' 
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the oftlce four years to the credit of himself and the party which he represented. April 18, 1897, · he was united in matrimony with Miss Grace Yonce, 
one of the most worthy and highly esteemed young 
ladies of our community. 

By natural ability, attention to business and 
good management, he has built up one the ·mosl. 
lucrative mercantile establishments in the county. 
Mr. Noel is entitled to much credit for his success 
in life, having gained it by his own efforts. He is 
a man of good morals, genteel in his manners and 
a credit to the community. 
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A. U. CHASE. 

DR. A. U. CHASE of Ti~ City is one of our lead­
ing physicians who nt the age of 80 years, hn.s 
established o. practice that often taxes his strength 
to the utmost. He has excellent success with his 
patients, and his agreable manners, and regard 
for the fee-lings of others make him a general faYor­
ite with t.be people. He is a son of John R. and 
Fannie Chase, of Newton county. He was born 
in Ray county, this state, August IO, 1867. \Vhen 
he was two years old his parents came to Newton 
county. · Ht- obtained a fair education in the com­
mon schools, aYailing himself of every opportunity 
to gain knowledge. In 1887 he came to Tiff City 
and began the study of medicine with Dr. A. J. 
McKinney, finishing up his course at Marion Sims 
College of Medicine, St. Louis. He and. Miss Mary 
Kt•Pnan, a dnughh1r of tlw lnto Pt•tN Kt•t•nnn of 
till~ t•ottnty \\'t'l'\' l\\!\l'l'it•(l 1 in l~lll. 'l'lH'Y lH\\'l' tlH'l'U 
Phihh·~'n. Tlwy hn\'t' nn (•k~nnt honw nt 'l'ifi City 
on n portion of the old Cummingtil farm, where ht> 
and his estimable wife are l'Ujoying the comforts 
of life and reaping the rewards of a well merited 
and successiul career. 
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MR. AND MRs. VERMILLION. 

R. E. VERMILLION was born in Lawrence, oounty, 
Mo., in 1855. His wife, Fannie Mills, was born in 
the same county in 1859. They were acquainted 
while children and, in July 1875, when he was 
twenty and she sixteen years of age, were married. 
Mr. Vermillion soon afterward entered a drug !'tore, 
and in the spring of 1878locatcd at Opolis, Kansas. 
He was in business there until 1885 at which time 
he accepted a ppsition in the drug store of Caffee 
& Co., at Carthage. A year later he was employed 
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by H. Dustin of Southwest City. The same year 
Mrs. Vermillion opened up a Millinery store there, 
and for ten years this worthy couple were prom­
inent figures in the business and social circles of 
that enterprising place. H~ continued as general 
manager of the Dustin drug store· until October, 
1895, when he ~,tgain went into business of his own. 
He died January 15, 1896, after a couple days illness 
from pneumonia complicated with heart trouble 
to which he had been subject for some years. Mrs. 
Vermillion is still carrying on her millinery busi­
ness nt Southwest City. They have but one child, 
Maud, aged thirteen. 

• 



• 

252 HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 

HUGH DABBS. 

WITH some individuals the Battle of Life seems 
but a. series of brilliant victories, and such has 
been the career of our former citizen, Hugh Dabbs. 
While he was born in Madison county, Arkansas, 
he has lived from early childhood in this county. 
His father died when Hugh was four years old, 
and left his wife, Susan Dabbs, with a large family 
of small children. They lived near Rocky Com­
fort, and Hugh spent his boyhood days helping. 
to d<'nr out a fnrm on the flnt woods. He was al• 
wnys :.ltmUous nntl as soon ns he t'ould proruro a 
cert.ifica.te, began teaching school. He saved his 
money and took a course of study in the academy 
at Corsicana, Barry county. In 1890 he graduated 
from the Law department of the State University 
at Columbia, and began the practice that year at 
Pineville. He held the highest grade in his class 
at the University, and wrote the Prize Thesis. 
That fall he was elected prosecuting attorney, 
which office he held four years. He rapidly rose 
to distinction in his profession and now, at the 
age of thirty-two, ranks among t.he leading lawyers 
of Newton County. He located at Neosho in 1805, 
where he has an elegantly furnished office, a fine 
library, and is doing a large practice. 
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H. B. BOSSERMAN. 

H. B. BOSSERMAN; son of Jacob Ev~ (Hanger) 
-Bosserman, was born inAugustacounty, Virginia, 
January 5, 1841. His parents lived and died in 
that state. When the war came up, Mr. Bosserman 
lived where the active scenes of the great conflict 
was going on. He enlisted in 25th Virginia In· 
fantry and served two months when he was taken 
prisoner at the battle of Rich Mountain. He was 
paroled by Gen. McClelland, and exchanged that 
fall. Those were times when much of the supplies 
for the people were made at home, and the looms 
and spinning wheels were brought into use. Mr. 
Bosserman was a very fine mechanic, and the time 
of his exchange was sick for some time. As soon 
as his health would permit, he st'l.rted to join his 
regiment. But he was well acquainted with the 
leading men of his part of the state who knew his 
skill as a workman, and they vouched for his 
good conduct and loyalty to the Confederacy and 
he was permitted to remain at home the rest of 
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the war, making ·spinning, wheels, looms, and 
other necessary articles. In 1869 he and Miss 
LuoroUa M. Ludwick were united in wedlock. 
They have one child dead, and two living; Eugenia 
(Hargrove) and Emmett Guy. He left Virginia 
in 1872, went to Texas, then to Illinois, and came 
to McDonald county in 1889. He owns a fine mill 
near Pipeville with which he is doing a good bu~ 
siness. 

······~~~······ ··~ . ...s~·· 
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T. J. CARNELL. 

J. L. CARNELL, for several years an honored citizen of this county was born in Virginia March 13, 1833. His wife, Mrs. E. J. Carnell, was born in Kentucky November 23, 1835. They were married in Cass county, Missouri from which place thty moved to Texas then went to Benton county, Arkansas and from that place to McDonald county. They had ten children, nine of whom are still living. Among them is the subject of this sketch. T. J, Carnell was born in Benton county, Ar· kansas, June 4, 1872, and is consequently 25 years of age. He came with his parents to this county in 1889. He attended the district schools in Ar­kansas, aud the public school at Pineville after they came to this county·· where he acquired a. fair business education. On January 16, 1895 he and :Miss Florence M. Clemons were united in marriage. There union has been blessed with one child, Hazle B. now aged two years. Mr. Carnell was reared on a farm which occupation he followed until a couple of years-ago, since which time he has been running a saw mill. Being a man of energy and industry he is making a success of his business, and is manufacturing and selling a. large amount of lumber. Politically he is aDem­ocrat, having been brought up in that faith, but his adherence to the party would never induce him to forget a personal favor or one who had be­friended him. 



•' 
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ETUE, PETER D. BORN in 
Perth county, Ontario, J u n e 
29, 1846. Educated in the com­
mon schools until 14 years of 
ngo wlum ho ontorod tho oftloo 
of tlw Mitchell Advocttte t o 

lt•nrtl tho art of printing. 
At the age of 16 ran away from home and went 

to Buffalo, N. Y. where he enlisted in the 14th N. 
· Y. Cavalry, serving until April 24, 1866. After a 

few months at home in Canada, returned to the 
U.S. and became a citizen at Flint, Michigan in 
1868. Removed to St. Louis in 1879, working on 
the old St. Louis Republican, and various job 
printing offices until 1871, when he became con­
nected with the Kansas City times. Established 
the Kansas City Live-Stock Indicator in 1878, and 
sold out in 1893. The panic of that year resulted 
disastrously for him and he lost the accumulation 
of years. After a residence of over a quarter of a 
century in K. C. he came to Anderson in September 
1H\ltl, purc~hnRlng tho Anderson :MeAsengor, whioh 
he rennnwd tlw Advoen.tc, and he runs ns n.n in• 
dependent (not neutral) local journal. In politics 
he htHl o.lwuys amliated with the Democrats, and 
was elected member of the Common Council in 
Kn.nsas City 1878-79 as such. He is n.n anti-pro• 
tectionist n.nd a free silver man, also a believer in 
the Single Tnx doctrine. 
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J. L. ELLIFF. 

MR. ELLIFF was born in Lawrence county this 
state, May 26, 1855. His parents came to Mc:n,.a .. 
ald county in 1866, and Jessee has made this his 
home ever since. He improved every opportunity 
to attend school and was granted a certificate and 
taught his first term in 1874. Mr. Elliff has twice 
been principal of the Southwest City public schools 
and is a prominent teacher of the county. He is 
Sunday School Superintendent and clerk of the 
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' Baptist church at Anderson, and is a member of 
the I. 0. 0. F. In 1890 he was appointed clerk at 
the Qua Paw Agency, and served fifteen monchs 
after Cleveland's inauguration. He filled the po­
sition with honor to himlilelf and with credit to 
his country and the administration. He stands 
high with the department and is well versed in In­
dian affairs. He is an untiring Republican worker 
and in 1894 was a delegate to the county, congres­
sional and state conventions, and a member of the 
congrcssional committee. Mr. Elliff is the owner 
of n good residen<~l' in Anderson, and i>~ a substnn• 
tlnl dtlzen of tho county. Ho is now keeping n. 
hotel at Anderson, nnd is doing a thriving busi­
ness as a real estate agent. 

• 
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JAMES H. WIMPEY. 

AMONG the men who figured' prominently in the 
aftairs of the county for several years is James H. 
Wimpey of Anderson, son of Joshua and Nancy 
(Ragsdale) Wimpey. He was born June 8, 1837, 
in Hamilton county, Tennessee. When he was 
about three years old his parents moved to Illi­
nois, and in 18-14 settled in whnt is now McDonald 
county, where the Rll bjcct of this skotch was reare-d. 
He took advantage of the ffi(•nger facilities for 
schools nntl, by C'lost• nppllcntlon, secured a fair 
education which he has since greatly improved by 
an extensive course of reading. He and Miss 
Mary Kinslow were united in marriage in Decem­
ber, 1859. To them have been born four children, 
two of whom died in infancy. Their son, Joshua 
L. Wimpey, is now a Justice of th<> Ponce, elected 
in lH!H, n.nd a respectt•d citizen of this county. 
The dnught!'r, Tennic B., is the wife of Ed Rudi­
sill, a merchant at Anderson. 

Being an uncompromising Union man, Mr. Wim­
pey was compeled to leave this county in the 
early part of the war, consequently he enlisted, 
August 2, 1Hll2, in the tlth Kansas Cavalry, nnd 
sesved to the end of the war. He participated in 
several engngt'ments, among which were those at 
Newtonia, Prairie Grove and Honey Springs. 
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At the election November, 1866, he was elected 
assessor of this county, which offl.ce be filled two 
years. In 1868 he was elected Sheriff and Collector, 
which he also held two years. In 1871 he was 
appointed by Oov. Brown to fill a vacancy in the 
county court. He has since been nominated for 
various county offices on the Republican ticket 
but his party having been greatly in the minority, 
he has each time been defeated. He was a staunch 
Republican until 1894, since which time he has 
been a Populist with strong leanings towards 
Socialism. In religion he is an Agnostic; by oc· 
cupation a farmer. Being a man of strong con­
victions and out spoken in defending what he be-· 
Ueves to be right, he made some enemies while in 
public lifo but his dealings, whether as an oftlcial 
or in private life, have always been honorable, 
and his whole life on the side of morality, ihtel­
ligence and pro~ression. 
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JOHN B. CHRISTENSEN • . 
JOHN BENJAMIN CHRISTENSEN, was born in Malta Bend, Saline County, Missouri, April2, 1876. In 1877 his parents moved near Odessa, Missouri where they lived until 1887, when they went to Kansas City which place was John's home until he and his wife came to McDonald County to take up their residence. He received his education in the public schools. From the Westport High School entering the Law Department of the Mis· souri State University in September, 1893, he graduated from that Institution in June, 1895, at the age of nineteen and as valedictorian of a class 
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in whloh he was the youngest student. Besides 
ho.vlug o.ttnlnod the hlgho~:~t stnndnr<l of proficlonoy 
during the whole cour~o, ho httd tho distlnction of 
writing a prize thesis on a legal subject submitted 
by the Law Faculty, tho Judge of merit being the 
Chief Justice of the Missouri Supreme Court. He 
was admitted to the bur before the Supreme Court, 
June 7, 1895, since which time he has devoted him· 
self to the practice. 

• 
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J, A. JACKSON. 

JOHN ALONZO JACKSON, uldest I!IOn of Samuel 
H. and Mary J. Jackson, was born in Neosho, 
Missouri, March 16, 1870. He received a good 
education in the common schools of Neosho, where 
he spent his childhood and youth. He and Miss 
Ester Page of Neosho, were married Deoembel' 4, 
1892. They have one child, Marguirittc, born at 
Neosho, Nov. 21, 1893. From July, 1889, to May 
18H2, he was deputy olrcuitclerkofNewtoncounty. 
Is a membt'tr of the First Congregational church 
of Neosho. Has never held an office. 

Mr. Jackson has always taken an active part in 
politics, having been secretary of the Newton 
county executive oommittt•e, president of the Re• 
publlcnn <.'lub ot No01:;ho nnd chairmtm of the Ue· 
publican executive committee of that city. He 
stumped Newton county in behalf of the Repub· 
lican party in 1802, 189·1 and 1896. He was admitted 
to the bar in May 1892 and practiced at Neosho 
until February, 1897, when he located at Pineville. 
Here he is building up a good reputation and 
with it a good legal business, having proven him­
self a lawyer of fine abilities.·. · 
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L. W. CARLYLE. 

THE subject of this sketch was born in Dela· 
waro county, Indiana., October 17, 1850. He re• 
mainod in that sti\.to, attending the district schools 
during hi~:~ boyhood untlllli70, at which time he 
camo to McDonald county. December 28, 1876, he 
wns united in marriage with Miss Callie C. Ste­
venson of this county. They havE' seven children, 
Flora E., Franklin, John, Vernon, Ho·ward, Lemuel 
and Lois. 

He has been collector of Southwest City three 
years, street. commissioner· five years and city 
marshal five years, all of which speak of his moral 
worth and standing among the people. He is a. 
member of the l\[. E. Church, south, an Odd Fellow 
and .Mason. In politics, he is a Republican, and 
is counted as one of the leading men of that party . 

. He has never sought or held an office outside of 
his city, though his name has been mentioned on 
one or two occasions all a candidate on the county 
ticket. Should he over come before tho people 
tht1y can rest nssurcd that an honest and compe­
tent mau will be asking their favors. 
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DAN HARMON. 

DAN HARMON• son of Mark and Ellza.bcth Ha.r• 
mon, wa.s bortlln Groen county, Tenn. July 22, 
1833. His parents came to l\1oDonn.ld county in 
1847, and from that time until the present the Har­
mons have been among the leading people of this 
county. Dan remained with his parents five years 
after their arrival here, during which time he went 
to school three months, Moses Pollard being the 
teacher. In 1852 he went to California to seek his 
fortune in the gold diggings. He drove an ox 
team and was six months and one day on the road. 
It is useless to remark that Mt. Harmon did not 
die on the :-oad, but he passed through the desert 
where for miles the trail was lined with the car­
casses of dead cattle and horses and the bones of 
many human beings were bleaching in the sun 
where they had perished from heat and thirst. He 
remained west of the Rocky mountains thirteen 
years, returning in 1865. On his return he brought 
with him $5,500, and spent Sl, 000 on his way home. 

In December, 1866, heandMissNancyJ. Walker, 
daughter of Hon. Claudius B. Walker of this 
county, were marri\'d. They have had eight 
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children, five of whom are living. Mr. Harmon was public administrator a. few years after t~e war. He has served as Justice of the Peace and post master. For some years hi:' was in the mercantile business at Erie, where he enjoyed a good trade until burnt out. He owns a fine farm on Indian creek where he lives in good comfortable style, and where he and Mrs. Harmon dispense hospital­ity to their numerous friends in a truly royal manner. 

··~ 
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JUDGE I. N. SHAMBAUGH. 

FOR nearly twenty years the man whose name 
stands at the head of this page was an honored 
and prominent member of our community. Judge 
Shambaugh was born in Warren county, Virginia, 
September 29, 1823. In 1841 be moved to DeKalb 
county Missouri, where he remained until the war 
came up. He was a self educated man, having 
studied during his leisure time at home. He stud­
ied law in DeKalb county and began his career 
there as a practitioner. In 1858 he was elected a 
member to the State Legislature, and re-elected 
in 1860, being a member when the question of 
Secession came up. He met with the General 
Assembly at Neosho and opposed that measure, 
but afterwards espoused the cause. 

During the Mexican war the Governor of this 
state issued him a commission as Lieutenant 
Colonel, but the war closed before he reached the 
scene of conflict. About the close of the war he 
went to Nebraska City, Neb., where he practiced 
law for seven years. While in active practice 
be had remarkable success and won a brilliant 
reputation. The close confinement and hard 
study together with the severe climate were more 
than he could bear, and his health gave way. 
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For thls reason he came to McDonald county in 1873, and purt'hased a large farm on Elk River where it crosses the state line. Here he was en­gaged in farming and stock dealing until his death. As iu every other venture which he eYer undertook, he made a success of this and was count~::d one of the wealthiest men in the county. The manage­ment of our county officers had been quite improv­ident, and in ~;orne instances there were strong in­dit'ations of fraud. The county was in debt Sl.)me l$30,000, and county warrants worth but 25 cents o~ the dollar. Judge Shambaugh promised the peo-. ple that if they would elect him Presiding Judge he would get the county out of debt. Accordingly in 1H7U 111~ was elected to that omcc, also Probate Judge, nnd re-Plectc\l in 1&'10. He inaugurated n. system of rigid economy and before half of his second term was out had paid the entire debt and raised the. warrants to par. Having accomplished the object for which he was elected, he handed in his resignation. His public life and sterling worth as a private citizen ga':e him a high place in the estimation of our people, and he could have held any ofl:.ce within their g-ift, but he preferred the peace and quiet of his farm life. He w<~.s married . in 18.'>0, and they had three children, all· of whom are living in this county. He died in November 1892. 
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J. W .. SHIELDS. 

' AMONG the enterprising men of this county is J. 
W. Shields, the genteel cashier of the McDonald 
County bank. He was born in this county, Nov. 
14, 1856. He is the son of George R. Shields 
formerly of Tennessee, who came to this County 
in 1846. He secured a good education in the 
schools at Southwest City, near which his father 
resides. He taught school two years, two terms 
being in Southwest City. He established a mer­
cantile business at Saratoga in 1880. He was at 
that place seven years, four of which he was post-
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master.. He then moved hls business to South· 
west City, where he was also postmaster until Ben­
jamin Harrison appointed his successor. He 
remained at that place until he took charge of the 
Circuit Clerk and Recorders offi.ce to which he 
was elected in 1890. He filled thatoffi.ce with great 
credit and was a candidate for re-election, but 
went under with the Republican wave that swept 
this county in 1B94. He at once established the 
bank which he has made a great success. His 
extensive improvements have given employment 
to a numbE>r of men. His residence is one o.f the 
finest and best arranged in the county. He and • 
Miss Lula Riggs of Saratoga were married Oct. 
14, tBSO. They have four children living. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shields are mem hers of the Baptist church, 
and he is a gr(lat Sunday school worker, and has 
been clerk of the Shoal Creek Association for the 
last flve y("nr~:~. He owns o.ilno set of abstracts books 
and does an extensive Abstract and Real Estate 
business. 

.r 
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REV. T. A. COFFELT. 

REV. THEODORE A. COFFELTt M.D. is the ft.ftli 
eon of Wyatt Co:l:lelt, who now lives in Bentonville, 
Ark., aged 85 years. Dr. Co:l:lelt was bom on 
Bu:l:lalo, McDonald county Missouri April 10, 1855. 
He was reared and educated in Benton county Ark. 
where his father moved to when he was quite 
young. He studied medicine and attended the 
Medical Department of the Vanderbilt University 
at Nashvill Tenn. in 1883-84. He began the prac­
tice of medicine in Benton county Ark., in April 
1884. In October, 1885, he was married to Miss 
Mary C. Clayton, daughter of Rev. J. M. Clayton, 
a tn(~tnber of the Arkansas Conference. Dr. Cof· 
felt graduated at the Missouri ME'dical College, 
St. Louis Mo. March 2nd, 1886. He continued 
practice in Arl(anstts until January 1892 when he 
moved to St. Louis. Here he took a. Post Gradua.to 
course in diseases of the eye and was appointed 
as an assistant in the Eye Clinic under Dr. Chas. 
E. Michel in the Polyclinic and Post Graduate 
Sc:hool of Medicine. In April 1893 he was licensed 
to preach as a local minister in the M. E. Church 
South, and in June 18!)3 moved to Carthage Mo. 
where he practicE'd as a· Specialist in eye and t-ar 
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diseases until Sept. 1895 when be was admitted on trial into South West Mo. Confernce held at Webb City Mo. by Bi!!!hop Duncan and was appointed to the Pineville Circuit. · While at Carthage he was appointed by the Pension Dept. as special examiner for southwest Missouri in eye and ear diseases. He hns served this. Charge for two years and has been successful in building up the church; has secured 95 into tho church, built three good church houses and a beautiful and substantial parsonage during these two years of labor. for the church. He has been very successful as a physician and enjoyes considerable reputation as an Oculist. As a preacher he is able and earnest, and a great honor to the calling. He has three children two boys and one girl. 
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J. W. SMITH. 

AMONG the prominent and self made young men 
of our county la John W. Smith, our county school 
commissioner. He is tho son of George W. and 
Elizabeth Smith, and was born in this county 
September 24, I866. His parents moved to Granby 
about 1874 and remained there three years when 
they returned to this county. John was educated 
in the district schools, attended a few months at 
Pleasant Hope and finished his last school days 
as a student at Warrensburg Missouri. He has 
been teaching school for several years and is one 
of our most accomplished scholars. In the spring 
of 1895 he was elected county school commissioner, 
and re-elected in 1897. He is ftliing the ofH.ce with 
credit to himself and satisfaction to the people. 
He is a member of the Christian church and of the 
Masonic order. 

Mr. Smith J?.as had many disadvantages to over­
come, but has triumphed over all and is an ex­
ample of what perseverance, energy and close 
application will do for a young man. 
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F. A. SEAR,S. 

F. A. SEARS was born in McHenry county, Ill· · 
inola, March 12, 18!)8. He is a son of Charley and 
Jane Sears. His parents moved to Iowa in 1861, 
and five years later came to Jasper county Mis· 
souri. Mr. Sears has lived in Missouri and Kansas 
ever since. He obtained a fair education at the 
district schools, and when quite a young man be· 
gan work in a · mill. Ho lt'arncd the trade at 
Lowell, Knmml'1, nnd for nNnly twonty yenrs lms 
followed that bu~illt's::~. In May, 1&1.\1, he and Mit's 
Mnry Ann He holes of Cherokee county, Kansas, 
were united in marriage. They have four child­
ren, two boys and two girls. Ten years ago he 
came to this county and most of the time has had 
charge of the MeN att Mills. He is now in the 
mercantile business with Woolard & Co. at that 
place, but has leased the Gilbraith Mills at Lan· 
agan where he now lives. Mr. Sears stands W('lll 
with the people wherever he is known, and his 
reputation for fair dealing is universal all over 
Southwest Missouri. His business h:9-s been such 
for the past few years that it was much more 
dil)lcult for him to fill all of his orders than to find 
Rah• for hit~ prod\WtA. 
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GEORGE R. CLAY. 

AMONG tho young men who havo rlaon to dla• 
tinction in. thls county is George R. Clay. He wa.a 
uorn at Aurora, Illinois, July 23, 1870, and came 
with his parents, :tn. W. and Nancy L. Clay, to 
Ntlwton county Missouri in 1880. He attended 
the country school near his home a few years then 
went to school at Fort Scott, Kansas and Kansas 
City, Mo., until he received a good education. He 
then entered the law off:.ce of Col. Cloud at Pierce 
City where he read law until admitted to the bar 
at Neosho in 1892. During the Cherokee payment 
in 189-1 he was in the Indian Territory buying 
Cherokee warrants for the Grand Forks, South 
Dakota National Bank. In January, 1895, he lo­
cated at Pineville to practice his profession, and 
from tho fl.rllt mMln n ph(lnOnHilll\1 RUClOtl!IS, Though 
youn~ nnd lnt1X[Wrltwt•d in thll }H'!toUoo, ho won 
nenrly nll hh; cm~e~ nnd tho first yonr made more 
mon<'y than any otlwr lawyer over madfl in this 
county in the same time. In 18Utl he was nominated 
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by the Democratic party for Prosecuting Attorney, 
and endorsed by the Populist. In th.e election 
which followed he received a majority over· his 
opponent of 556 'Votes. Since taking charge of the . 
office he has proven a. vig-orous prosecutor and is 
administering his offl.ce with credit to the party 
which elected him. Mr. Clay is a man of brilliant 
intellect and will evidently rise to distinction in 
his profession. .. 
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ANDREW J. McKINNEY. 

FOR many years, one of the most prominent men 
in the west part of our county, is Dr. A. J. McKinney, 
of Tiff City. He was born in Bradley county, 
Tennessee, May 19, 1853. With his · parents, 
Adaniram and Sarah McKinney, he moved to 
Madison county, Missouri, in 1860. His father, 
who was a soldier in the Southern army, died in 
1862. His mother now lives at Tiff City. He 
received a good education in the public schools of 
his place, and afterwards graduated from the 
Missouri Medical College at St. Louis, in 1882. 
Having studied medicine before entering college, 
he located at Marquand, in this state where he 
practiced two years. After graduating, he returned 
to that place and remained two years more. In 
1884 he located at Tiff City, where he soon acquired 
an extensive and lucrative practice. Being studious 
and very attentive to his patients, and having a 
natural talent for his profession, he met with4un­
common success. He also established a small drug 
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storo, whicb he has gradually increased until now ho hns n. lnrgo stock of drugs and modlclnos and also a hardware. 
On tho Uth dny of October, 1881 he was united in marriage with Miss Mary E. Orlflln, of Fred .. ' ~ ericktown, Missouri. She died January 20, 1884, leaving two children, Ollie and William H. The Dr. was again married June 2, 1885, to Miss Nellie Chase, a daughter of John R. Chase, now of I Soneca. lie hns nlwnys boon a Democrat, is a \ mom bur of tho I. 0~ 0. F. and of tho Baptist church, . 

• 



HISTORY OF MCDONALD COUNTY. 279 

DAN HUCKINS. 

MR; HUOXINS was born August 8, 1849,1n Irlquols 
oounty, Illinois. His youth was spent near Kan• 
kak<'e and Chicago. He obtained a. common 
school education ln the district schools and at 
Elgin, Illinois. In 1867 he was married to Miss 
Ann Porter. To them was born a. boy, James, 
who is still. living. Mrs. Huckins died several 
years ago. In 1869 he went to White Cloud, Kan­
sas, and for five years traveled over that state as 
a photogrn.pher. He nftcrwardt~ located at Craig, 
Missouri, on the Kt\nsns City, Omaha & Council 
Bluffs rail road, where he carried on a wagon shop. 
At this place he held the office of city clerk, asses­
sor and collector: In 1879 his establishment was 
destroyed by the flood. He .made a boat in which 
he rowed out to his shop, secured what tools he 
could find and then floated down the river to 
Kansas City. From there he came to Seneca, where 
he remained two years. In 1881 he located at Tiff 
City where for the last sixteen years he has kept 
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a wagon shop, been notary public, justice of the · peace, post master and local attorney. Although the office is one of considerable importance, he hns held lt under both Dem. and Rep. administra­tions, which speaks well for him as a. public mau. Somo yN.\rS nftt'r coming to this county he was unlh•d in ml\rrlngo wlth Mrs. Nnuoy J. Foster, by whom h~ ht\s three children. lie unltcd with the M. E. Church, South, in 1887. Is an Odd Fellow, Good Templar, and belongs to. the Sons of Tem­perance, of which order he bas been State Deputy. He is also a member of the A. 0. U. W., Select Knights, and Woodmen of The World. 
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JUDGE W. ·E. SMITH. 

WILLIAM E. SMITH .was born in. Lincoln 
county Kentucky in September 1844, .a.n.d is ·a 
son of John C. SmithofNeoshol\fissouri. Wm. 
E. Smith received an edu<'.ation in the common 
schools of Clay tmd Mnrion counties Ill., his 
family having settled in the former county in 
1849, and in the latter in 1854. He ciame to 
Missouri in 1867, and located in Newton county 
where.for one year he was engaged in farming, 
thence in 1868 he removed to Jasper county 
where he remained engaged in farming and 
mining until1872, when he returned to NewtolJ. 
county, and continued farming and stock raising 
untill879. He then engaged in the Mercantile 
business at Thurman that countyofwhich place 
he was appointed post master on April16, 1880, 
continuing in office and busiuess until January 
1882, when he removed to Indian Springs Mc­
Donald county Mo. There he engaged in 
merchandise and real estate business, and was 
elected chairman of the town council. In the 
fall of 1882 was elected justice of the peace 
which office he.resigned in Dec. 1884, to take 
charge of the Probate judge's office to whh~h 
he had been elected the preceding Nov. to :fill 
the vacancy caused by the resignation of judge 
I. N. Shambaugh. In Nov. 1886he wa-; re-elected 
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and in Nov. 1890 he again wa.'3 re-elected his 
own successor. In Nov. 1894 he was the Nom­
inee of his party for the same office, but was 
defeated by the heroic efforts of his enemies 
and combination of two parties, and on the 
fir<;;t day of Jan. 1895 he turned the Probate 
office over after ten years service. In 1893 be 
purchased the Pineville News and at .once 
changed the name of the paper to the Pineville 
Democrat which he published until Jan. 1896, 
when he sold his interest, since which time he 
bas been engaged in the Hotel and Real Estate business and was commissioned Notary Public by Gov. Stone.onDec.l7,1894. Hewasmarried to Harriett A. Smith a daughter of Wm. C. Smith on May 11, 1865 and to them was born seven children: those living are Jerusha E. A., Richard R., Lodosca L. and Edward C. Mrs. Smith died on June 5, 1879, and on February 22, 1883, Mr. Smith married Mrs. Virginia T. Tweedy. Mr. Smith still resides in Pineville and takes a very active part in the politics of the day. He is a member of the Congressional and Senatorial Democraticcommitties, of which party he is a loyal and able member. He has been a member of our school board much of the time since his residence here, and takes an acth·e part in all public improvements. He is also an Odd Fellow in which order he is sen·ing his second term as Noble Grand. His ten years experience in the Ptobate office has given him a thorough knowledge of that business and he is doing the most extensive Probate practice of any lawyer in the county. 
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H. C. PEPPER. 

HENRY C. PEPPER was born in Hart county, 
Kentucky, August 13, 1851. He grew up on a 
farm in the state of his birth, where he learned the 
habits of industry which he still follows closely. 
He attended Normal school three years at 
Canmer, Ky., also attended Classical and Mili­
tary College at Danville, Ky., and Neophogen 
College, Gallatin, Tennessee. He studied law 
at Cumberland University, Lebanon Tennessee, 
where he graduatedin1879,r~ceivingthedegree 
of L. L. B. 

Having thus made a thorough preparation for 
entering the battle ·of life, be started out on 
that all important struggle. Being without 
means, be began by teaching school which he 
followed for some time. After coming west he 
was in Kansas a short time, then in the North 
part of this state. He located at Pineville in 
1882 or 1883, since which time he has confined 
himself nxclush·oly to the Jaw practice. Being 
a strong Democrat und good worker in the 
r:mksoftheparty, he soon came into prominence. 
In 1886 he was nominated on that ticket and 
elected prosecuting attorney. At the end of 
his first term he was again elected. From the 



-284 HISTORY OF MQDONALD C()U·NTY. 

time of taking charge of that office he rapidly rose in the estimation of our people as a man and as a lawyer, and at the close of his second term ranked among the leading lawyers of this judical circuit. ·In 1891 he went to Cassville where heisnowliving. Hewassoonrecognized as the head of the bar in Barry county, and his business extends to all the counties of this . judicial circuit, and considerable in other count· ies, besides an extensive practice in the St. Louis Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court. He is always pronounced in upholding right and denouncing wrong, and his influence in our county was such that the entire moral standard was raised. In other words, while public pros· ecutor hesoughtthein:fluence of andsettowork the better element in each community. 
He was married to Miss Adrenna Wilson of Pineville, October 5, 1890. They have two chil­dren, Henry W. and Lura. D. 
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HON. JOHN C. LAMSON. 

JUDGE LAMSON was born in Jefferson county 
·New York, Nov. 29, 1827. His father, Peter Lam­
son, was a native of Vermont, but moved to New 
York when a child. When the subject of this 
sketch was a small child his parents removed to 
!\ladison county, Ohio, where they resided three 
years, then went to LaGrange county Indiana. 
There John C. Lamson was reared on a farm, 
securing his education at Oberlin College, from 
which institution he graduated in 1857. He then 
entered the law dt>pnrtment of the University of 
New York, at Albany, graduating in 1859. During 
the fall of 1860 he traveled through Texas with a 
view of locating, but political excitement and 
animosities prevented. He afterwards traveled 
through the Central and Western states, and was 
at Sunrise, Minn., when Fort Sumpter was fired on. 
Immediately returning to Indiana he enlisted April 
19, 18!31, in the Federal army, butwasnotreceived 
in the three months' call. He, however, remained 
at Indianapolis, and as soon as the call was made 
for 75,000 three-yea.r men he enlisted as a private 
in Company B, Seventeenth Indiana Infantry. 
'rhis regiment served on foot until early part of 
1Sil3, after ~hich they served as mounted infantry 
until the close of the war. Mr. Lamson was pro-
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moted to the position of first lieutenant in the winter 
of 1861-62, and was discharged as captain. He 
participated in the battles of Greenbriar, West 
Virginia, Shiloh, Stone River, Hoover's Gap, 
Chickamauga, Mc}Ilnnville, Farmington, and was 
almost continuously in the field at the front. Mr. 
Lamson came t.o Pineville in the winter of 1865, 
locating permanently in the spring of 1866, since 
which time he was actively engaged in practicing 
his profession, until he took charge of his presen't 
office, January 1, 1893. On November .13, 1872, he 
was united in marriage with Lois A. Santley a 
daughter of Joseph Santley, of Wellington, Ohio •. 
She was born on the Western Reserve, Ohio, in 
Loraine County. In politics he is a Repuclican, 
and in religion is a member of the Congregational 
Church of Neosho, Mo. In 1870 Mr. Lamson was 
elected to represent McDonald County in the State 
Loglslnture, and ho.s served o.s prosecuting attornoy 
for one or two terms. In November, 1892, he was 
elected Judge of this Judical Circuit, which position 
he still holds. .-.s a judge he has gained a repu­
tation for honesty, fairness and judicial ability, 
and has the friendship of all th.e legal fraternity 
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M. N. LA.MANCE. . 

MARCUS N. LAKANCE was born at Saratoga, 
McDonald county, ~fissouri, October 16, 1844. He 
has always lived in this county, and most of his 
life has been a citizen of Pineville. His father, J. 
P. LaMance, was a merchantat this place for many 
years, and served as county treasurer one or two 
terms. Marcus spent his early days in farming and 
clerking in a store. During the first years of the 
warheremainedathome, and was present when the 
court house was burnt. At one time he came near , 
being lynched by some Kansas troops, but was 
saved by the entreaties of his mother. After this 
he enlisted in the Confederate army and served 
two years. 

In 1878 he btlgan tho mercantile business here, 
which he has followed for nearly twenty years. 
He has made. a success, and now occupies a hand­
some two story brick, which is filled with a well 
selected stock of goods. He is now county treas­
urer, which offi.ce he has held one or two previous 
terms. He was appointed post master in 1879 and 
held the position until after the installment of 
Harrison in 1889. He is a Mason and a member 
of the Chapter. 
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~RS. LORA S. LAMANCE. 

LORA S. Nrcnm .. s was born in Woloottv11le, 
Indiana., April 2, 1857. Her father, Nelson Nichols 
was n nntlvc of New York, and her mother, Keziah. 
(Waltman,) of Pennsylvania. Lora received a. 
liberal education in the States of Minnesota and 
Ohio, but was compelled to quit school before 
graduating on account of ill health. She came to 
Southwest .Missouri in 1878. April 14, 1880, she 

·and M. N. LaManee of Pineville were united in 
marriage. They have one child, Lora, who is 
now attending college at Neosho. They have an 
elegant home, and for many years the beautiful 
vlants and flowers have been an object of attraction 
to all of our people. 

Mrs. LaMance early developed talent as an uthor­
ess, but did not begin writing for the press until 
l8HH. Her nnturnl tastt- for flowers, and thtJ 
"beautiful in life" inspir<1d her pen and her literary 
productions soon gained notoriety. Beidesfugitive 
pieces she has written three horticultural books, 
"House Plants," Beautiful Ho.me Surroundings," 
and "Insects." Twenty thousand copies of one of 
these books were sold in a year's time. She was 
offered the editorship of two floral journals, one of· 
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which is the leading journal of the world. As Mr. LaMance's health was to delicate to make a change to a severer climate, she rejected the offer. She has a letter from the literary editor of thP Kaneas City Star commending in very high terms an article of hers he ohanood to rond ln nn (IXohnngo. She is a oonst(l.nt temperance worker, having taken the lead in that work in this county for sev• oral years past. Much of her work has been done through theW. C. T. U., of which she is county president, and her efforts have produced a decided change in publi<;l opinion on that question. She is in favor of Woman's Suffrage, and is a member of the Congregational church . 

.; 
i 

,:.J.' ..... 



290 mSTOlW 011' MCDONALD COUNTY. 

DB. J. E. EDELEN. 

JOHNSON E. EDELEN, son of .Joseph B. and Agnes .o. Edelen, was born in Washington City, D. 0., November 15, 1848. He attended school at Georgetown college and afterwards graduated at the Oecilian College, Hardin county, Kentucky, He read medicine in his father's office · some four years after which he graduated in the medical department of the University at Louisville, Ken• tucky, at which place his father had located after the war. 
In 1871 the doctor Wl'llt to Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he remained abo.ut a year. He then went back to Louisville and remained until after his father's death, and then located a few years at Bardstown, Ky. He then went to Colorado on account of his health, and remained about four years. He oame to Pineville in 1886, since which time he has been practicing medicine and oper­ating a dru~ store. He was married July 20, 1871 to Miss Mattie B. Carroll, of Arkansas, a grand niece of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, who signed tho Declaration of Independence. His mother was 

11 nlocc of tho dbitlnguiHh<'d Hl'V. A bl1r<~ombie of 
Phlltloth'lphh\. 1'hoy have two children llvlng, 
JoH~'ph and Kntie. He has twice b{'CO eltlctcd coroner of this ovunty by a large majority over a popular opponent and fl.lled the office with great 
credit. 
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HON. W. O. PRIOE. 

WILLIAM C. PRICE was born in Jackson county 
Tennessee, March 11, i821. His fathur, Campbell 
Price, was a native of South Catolina, who 
rem~ved his family to Benton, then Washington 
County, Ark., in 1829. Thence he removed to 
Bowers Mill, in what is now Lawrence County Mo., 
lo.te in 1833. The next year he went to .Newton 
County, coming to McDonald County in 1835. 
He entered government land and settled on Buffalo 
c:eek where the subject of this sketch now resides. 
It was here that he reared his family and passed 
the remainder ofhis days. Hon. William C. Price 
grew to manhood at the home of his parents, 
assist.ing in the work of the farm. He can remem­
ber when wild a;nimals were very plentiful in the 
region of his h.ome, and Indians often hunted up 
r:nd down the valleys. On February 1, 1844, Mr. 
Price Wll.!l united in marriage with Clarinda, a 
llaughtt>r of ,JnmC's F. Bo<'mn.n, and to tht'm WOl'O 

born tW<'lVt' <'hihlrl'll. Polit.IMlly ho it! a Dmnoorat, 
and hiH party hll!! favortld him with sovcral huport• 
nnt otllct'~>. For f{lUr ,Y<'!l.l's ho sorwd as sherlfi of 
the count.y, and rcprt'~>tmted tho same in the State 
Ll'gildnture from 1873 to 1S77. • 
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For slx years he served n.s superintendent of the 
United States Flouring Mills in the Seneca. Nation, 
India_n Territory. During the Civil War he sym­
pathized with the South, and served in the Con­
federate army as a member of Captain Parks', 
Company H, Second Cherokee Regiment, with 
which he participated in the battles at Fort Gibson 
and Armstrong Ford. He was one of the leaders 
of his party for many years, and served ns chair• 
mon of tho county committee for several terms. 
He is now living out his old days in peace and 
plenty a.t the old home where he grew to manhood. 
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A. TABLER. 

AS/:t. TABLER was born in McDonough county, 
Illinois in 1849. He was a son of Thomas H. and 
Louisa Tabler. Ho grow up to manhood near the 
place of his birth but, like so many other young 
men concluded to " go west and grow up with the 
country,, Asa. doesn't say whether he had been 
reading Horace Ore-ely, or just took his advice 
from his owil personal inclination and ideas. Be 
this a.s it may ho oamo west and tho first point he 
struck wns Fort Smith, Arkunsns. He r<>muincd 
there but a short tim(•, then went to Fayetteville, 
Arkansas, where he remained about a year. He 
then went to Lynn county this state where he re­
mained some eight or nine years. After this his 
thoughts wandered back to Arkansaw, and he went 
back to that state. This time he stopped at Ben­
tonville where he remained a short tim<.', but fail<.'d 
to find a suitable investment for his means. After 
looking around for some time he located at South­
west City, about 188(}, where for tho laRt eleven 
years he has been one of the leading business men 
of that place. His occupation most of the time has 
bN'n kooping Hotel and livery stable. His csti­
mahll' wif(, il'l proll(lh'nt in tlw form or bu~ln<'sR nnll 
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they are both of sucp a. friendly disposition that every one is made to feel welcome and fed on the best that can be found in the market. His livery is one of the best in this county and he has the name of taking the best of care of horses put up at his stable. You need never look to see that they are properly fed and watered. He has lately completed a handsome building on Main street which they expect to occupy when their present lease expires. In 1879 he and Miss Mattie Sharp of Bentonville Ark., were married; they have no children. 

.. 
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JOSEPH W. KELLEY. 

THE subject of this sketch was born in Kosciusko 
()ounty, Indiana, three miles south of the city of • 
Watsaw. Uke nearly all couutry boys he had to 
depend on the . district school for an education, 
going to such school during the winter months 
only. He lived and worked on the farm until June, 
1862, when he went into the United States army, 
being a member of Co., "K" 74th Regiment 
Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He served with his 
company tO the close of the war, participating in 
the battles of Green River, Mumfordsville Ken­
tucky, Hoovers Gap Tenn., Chickamauga, Mission­
ary Ride and the battles and skirmishes of the 
Great Atlanta campaign, and marched with Sher .. 
man ta.,tho sea. After tho war he wont to Iowa, 
then to the far northwest where he participated in 
several skirmishes with others fighting hostile In­
dians. After several years in the mountains and 
on the plains he returned to Indiana, remaining 
there for a few years, then back ·to Iowa, and then 
to McDonald county, Missouri, in April, 1893. 
WithJ. H. Qualls he established the Anderson 
Messenger in June, 1893, and in November, 1S93, 
disposed of his interest to Mr. Qual is; on December 
1st of tht' same yenr assumed charge of thl' Pine­
ville Domocrat for \V. E. Smith & Co., who bad 
just purchased the office. 



,. -
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He remained with Smith & Co., two years and 
then with F. A. Freeze, who had become interested 
in the office, until August, 1896, when he assumed 
control of the paper by purchase and lease and is 
still its editor and publisher. Under his manage­
ment the paper has steadily increased in circulation 
and influence and is regarded with favor and con­
fidence by its party and adherents as well as the 
people at large. He is a free silver Democrat all 
the time and under all circumstances. 

July 2, 1893, he was married to Miss Kate L. Neil 
of Pineville. To them have been born one daugh­
ter Miss Viola, a bright little Miss of three sum­
mers. Mr. Kelley came to McDonald county on 
account of poor health, and the result is that our 
fine climate and pure water made a comparatively 
well man of him, and he now thinks this the 
county of all communities for the poor in health 
as well as the poor ilJ purse. • 



.. ' 
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M.·C. FALKENBURY 

MATTHEW. CLARK FALKENBURY was .. 
born in Mercer ~unty, D.linois, on July 19, · 
1861, and was raised in Washington county, 
that state, up to the age <>f 18 years. He ac_ 
quired an education mostly in common schools 
and was graduated• in the Bachel<>r of Science 
degree at the Central Normal Gollege of Dan_ 
ville, Ind., in 1884, and came west in the sarr~e 
year. In 1888 he founded the Southwest: 
Lea:ier atS .outhwest City. He was mar_ 
1'ied to Miss Grace McClain, of Coffeyville, 
Kansas, in 1888. His father, Don A. Falken_ 
bury ,is a· native oOf eastern New York who 
C:migrated to Illinois .~tan early day and lateT 
to Florida. His mother, Miranda E. Miller, 
was raised at Colombus. Ohio. Mr. Falken_ · 
bury is a man of superior ability and pub_ 
Iishes a paper ·cf which Southwest City and 
1\IcDonald county should be proud. 

.. 

..... 
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REV. M. L STEW ART 
Marcus L. Stewart, son of Thomas H. and 

Julia M. Stewart, was born in Lawrence 
county, Kentucky, September 19,1862. Two . 
years afterwards his paxents moved to Davis 
county, Missouri, and five years later they 
moved t·o Montgomery county, Kansas. Mr. 
Stewart attended the distritt schools during 
boyhood, where he obtained a common school 
education and. then. took a. short term at the 
Scarrett College, Neoaho. September 21st. 
1882, he- and' :Miss Segornia Eppard, of this 
county, were united in marriage, which un_ ·. 
ion has been. blessed with seven children, all 
of whom are living. F'{)r several years he · 
was engaged·in·farming, teaching sohool thru ·· 
the winter months. 

Mr. Stewart early identified himself with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and was or_ 
dained .a minister of that denomination some 
five years ago. He has gained a host of· 
fi'iends wherever he has taught .or preached, , 
and many of ·our people, spcially the cl:ild,ren, 
will remember him with pleasure. In 1896 . 
he went to Idaho, where ·he had charge of a. 
crcuit for some months. and then returned to 
tlhis county to finish up his business. He was· 
quite favorably impressed with the the people 
and location there and expects t.o make his· 
home there. He established and carried to a .. 
successful termination the -Chautauqua at 
Southwest City this fall;.for which commend •.. 
able enterprise he will have the lasting praise 
and esteem of. her· people. 
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A. C. WALTERS 

ALBERlr. C. WALTERS, son of" John:U~.t 
and 'Margaret· (Tyler) Walrers. was born· in··:. 
Switzerland, September 2, 1844. In 1847 his' " 
parents came to this country,. first setUfng­
at Camden, N. J .. The:next year·th.ey we:a!;.to 
the city of Philadelphia whe1·e th~y remc1ined 
about five years, then went· to· Bmks county, 
Pennsylvania. Mr. W:alters att...,nded $Chool 
first in Philadelphia and aftenvl'!rds at the 
schools· neat~· his· father's home :n Burks. Co. 
He eniisted at Reading, Pa.,. in the fall of 
1862, in the 151st Pennsylval'li~. Volunte~rs, 
and served eleven months, and· was in the 

·battle of Gettysburg. 
· H~ first came to Polk c~Jlmt.r. this state, 
in·186S. The next· year he went back east, 
but soon ·returned and has l)~~n :n Southwest 
Missouri ever since. He and Miss :Mary E. 
Brown, of this county, were niarrie.i in 1871; · 
they 'have five children living and tw~ d4:'ad. 

He came to this county in 1882, and bought 
the old mill where Bosserman now is. After 
refitting it' he sold it, and in June, 1883, he 
bought out A. M. Dillin of Pineville. From. 
that time to September, 1897, he was one of. 
the .leading merchants of that place. He then 
s:::~ld to Carnell & Duval. He has be>en en_ 
gaged in fatming, milling and merchandis_ 
ing , and is :a g::::od ca1 penter. He has not 
united with any church, but is strictly moral 
and his influence is for Christianity. He has 
always been a Democrat, but now is a Pro_ 
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hibitionist. · In 1884 ·he was elected treasurer 
u~ this county which positi.on he filled with 

'credit and had the name of keeping a re .. 
ma1·kably neat setof books which balanced to 
a cent on his final settlement. 

F. A. FREEZE 
FURLON A. FREEZE, son of Elbert F. 

S. and Eliza J. (Hankins) Freeze, was born 
in Barry county, Mo., January 29, 1870, his 
parents having come to this state fTom Ten. 
nessee. He was brought up on a farm ~nd 
attended the district schools during the .win_ 
ters. He went to the Cassville High Sch·ool 
four years, Exete·r two years md the Baptist 
College at Pierce City one year. 

In 1888 he began teaching .and has follow_ 
ed that work since, except while att =uding 
school, which he alternated with teachh;g as 
he could secure funds to pay expenses. In 
1892 he took a trip thl'OUgh Kansas, Colo_ 
ado nnd Texas looking for a more fav·n·uble 
locaticn, but rctm·ned to Southwest Mi~souri 
after nn absence of ten months. In 1896 he 
edited the Pineville Democrat f~r 8 months, 
but sold1 his interest in the paper and t:lok 
charge of·. a ... ~c.'P,ool. ... - He was. e .. lected co~st b~e of PimJV!fli.! ~'tcY.":Jhip on. th~ .'Dem:) · ·a tv;/ 
ticket it( 1896.~;) ~· / 1 ~ 

t ' 
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work since, except while attending school, which 
he alternated with teaching as he could secure 

. funds to pay expenses. In 1892 he took a trip 
through Kansas, Colorado and Texas looking for 
a more favorable location, but returned to South­
west Missouri after an absence of ten months. 
tn 1896 he edited the Pinevillo Democrat for eight 
months, but sold his interest in the paper and took 
charge of a school. He was elected constable of 
Pineville township on the Democratic ticket in 

· 1896. The 20th day of February, 1896, he and 
Miss Effie Farmer, one of Pineville's most intelli­
gent and popular young ladies, were married. 
Both are members of the Baptist church. After 
remaining in this county from 1894 to the spring 
of 1897, he ·returned to Barry county where he 
owns a nice farm and is also following his profes­
sion of teacher. 
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MRS. P. A. T. YOCUM. 

PHOEBE ANN TREMBLE YOCUM, daughter of 
Hiram and Sarah Tremble, was born at Mattoon, 
Cole county, Illinois, December 5, 1846. There 
she remained during her childhood and youth, 
and was educated in the McFarland Seminary, 
Matton, which sho attended three years. She dis· 
covered considerable ability as a writer during 
her school days, and began writing for the papers 
when but twelve years of age. During the war 
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she c~rresponded for the local papers, and· sln()o 
· oomlng west for many years was reporter for tho 
St. Louis Dally papers, · She was married In Cole 
county, Illinois, Juno 2, 1865, to Wlllia.m M. 
Yocum also of that county. They have had aix 
children, five of whom are living. 

After her marriage Mrs. Yocum discontinued 
her literarary work for a number of years, taking 
it up again about 1880. She contributed articles 
to the Journal of Agriculture, St. Louis, for seven 
years, at the same time writing for several maga­
zines. Most of her productions have been short 
stories, but some tllree years ago she was called on 
to write a continued story, and her effort in that 
line met with suchiavor that she now has anum­
ber which have been accepted by the publishers. 
She is preparing to put some of her writings on tho 
mnrkot in book form, and hns nssurnnco of 1.1uooo~.~s. 

Mrs. Yocum hnsllvcd in McDono.ld county nbout 
fifteen yeo.rs. She is a leading tcmporanoo worker, 
occupies a prominent place in tho \V. 0. T. U., nud 
holds a life membership in the Christian Endeavor, 
of which she is very proud. She and her h'.lsband 
are both members of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
church. 
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J;, A. FOSTER. . 

. THE subject of this sketch WM born on Pea Ridge 
Benton county, Arkansas, Septe:nber 24, 1854. 
He gre~ to manhood in the county oi ·hii: birth, alo(t 
received a llbea.rltJducation at the Pen. Ridge Acad­
emy, then lcnown ns !\fount Vernon Academy. In 
1873 he came to this county where he hns resided 
most of the time since. 

Mr. Foster began teaching in 1873, his flrstschool 
being at Poplar Hill on Big Sugar creek. He 
followed teaching for fifteen years, and was re­
garded as orie of our best instructors. A few years 
he was engaged in farming, then about the year 
1893 he went to Cyclone and put up a small store 
where he rell}ained about five years. In thE'! .fall 
of '97 he removed to Jane where he and T. J. Car­
nell have a good stock of general merchandise. 

In 1882 he and Miss Katie Potts of McDo:r.f.~d 
county were married. They have four children all 
of whom are living. Politically he has always 
been a staunch Republican. He is a member of 
the Modern Woodmen, in which order he carries 
a lifo insurance for the benefit of his family. He 
takes much interest in the affairs of his community, 
and it was through his exertions and influence that 
Cyclone township was established. 
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HON. JOHN F. T~Y. . 

J. F. TANDY, son of J. P, and Elizabeth (P~ell) 
Tandy, was born in Carroll county, Kentucky, 
Maroh 21, 1838. That was also the birth place of. 
his parents. He came with his father to Lewis 
county, Missouri, in 1850, and has lived ln this 
state ever since. When ho was a. boy school 
facilitlee, as well as lights, were meager, and his 
education was acquired by three months' attend­
ance of the district school, and the balance at home 
by the light of hickory bark fires. He was mar­
ried to 1\Iiss M. H. Townsend of Knox county, Au~ 
gust 20, 1800. She bore him six children, five of 
whom are living, then died, November 4, 1891. 
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July 29, 1893, he and Mrs. Susan M. Moore of 
Osoeola, St. Clair county, were married which 
union was blessed with one little girl. 

Mr. Tandy began his offlcial career in February, 
!878, when he was appointed by Governor P~elps, 
as presiding Judge of the county court of St. Clair 
county to fill a vacancy. That fall he was elected 
to that office, thus serving three years. In 1886 
he was. again elected to that omce which he hold 
tht\ ensuing four years. Those wcro stormy times 
in St. Clnlr county on account of the attempt to 
enforce tho collectlotl of rail road bonds that had 
been issued severl>l years before but no road ever 
built. Judge Tandy believing the bonds were 
fraudulent, refused to levy a tax for their collection, 
for which he was incarcerated in the Federal jail , 
at Jefferson City. for seven months, beginning ~o· 
vember 1887. He endured the imprisonment bu~ 
never made the levy. 

He came to McDonald county in Sept., 1893 and 
owns o. good farm on Patterson creek. In 1894 he 
was nominated by the Populist for representative, 
and ran 100 votes ahead of his ticket. In 1896 he 
was nominated by both Democrats and Populists, 
and elected by a majority of 621. He is a man of 
ftno o.ppearnnce, an eloquent speaker and his 
services in the state legislature have been credible 
to himself, and for what he considered tho best 
interest of his constituents. He is a minister in 
the Christian church to which he devotes much 
of his time. 
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C. E. DUVAL. 

CLAm E. DUVAJ:.., son of Dr. W. C. Duval of 
Pineville, was born at Rutledge, the old county 
seat, December 25, 1858, and has lived here the 
greater part of his life. He SMUl'f'd a. good edu<'a• 
tion in tho public Mhools at Pineville. In 1S72 he 
went into n printing otllcl.' and ll.'arned the trade, 
and hns been lu the newspaper business nearly 
all the time since. One of his first ventures was 
the Saratoga Eagle, which he published while 
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that town wa.s in its prime. He also set up the 
forms for the ft.rst paper that was printedinSouth­
west City. · · • · 

He was publisher of the Pineville· News for 
many years, and which he made one of the best 
papers in the_ county. He sold that paper in the 
fall of 1893, but after trying a couple of other loca­
tion~, returned in a few months and started the 
Herald, which he still publishes. .,. 

In September, 1897, he entered into a copart­
nership with P. L. 9amell, and bought the mer­
cantile establishment and good will of A. C. 
Walters, and they are now one oftheleadingflrm.s 
of the county seat. 

He and Miss Mary J. Hamilton, who was born 
and raised in Indiana, were married at Eldorado 
Springs, Arkansas, February 23, 1882. They }l.ave 
four children-two girls and two boys-ClaricEi, 
Claude, Bessie and Vincil-- aged respectively 14, 
11, 9 and 6 yeo.rs. 
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MR. AND M~. S. D. PRESTON. 

DR. EcLCMON D."PRESTON was born October 10, 
1853, in Logan county, Kentucky, where his child­
hood and youth were spent. He was t-ducated at 
Vanderbilt University where he studied medicine, 
but was taken down with typhoid fever when he 
lacked just one term of graduating. In 1880 he 
left his native state and went to K:tnsas, and two 
years later came to this county. He practiced 
medicine for a few years, but much of. his time he 
operated a drug sbre at which business he was 
very proficient . 

... Mr. Pre:;;ton was rnlsC'd a Republit'an, but for 
manyycnrs u!Ulintcd with the Democrat!<> party. In 
1892 he again identified himself with the Republican 
party, and warmly supported its prin~iplt'!s to the 
time of his death. He has been engaged in the 
newspaper work at various times in this county, 
and his papers were always noted for the ability 
and purity of the reading matter. In the spring 
of'1897 he was taken down with typhoid fever, 
from which he died on the 5th day of May. He 
hnd a host of friends wherever known, and was 
the idol of his family to whom he h'ld ever been 
a kind husband and father. He was a member of 
the Baptist church, the I. 0. 0. F., the A. 0. U. W. 
and \Voodmen of the \Vorld. In each of the last 
two orders he carried a life insuraneeof$2,000, also 
$:.!,000 in the Bay State Insuran<'e Company of 
1\Ia!;'sachusetts. 
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MRS, FANNIE PRESTON, widew ot the late S. D. 
"Preston, was born on Pea Ridge, Arkansas, March 
26, 1866. She is a daughter of Dr. W. C. Duval of 
Pinevill, by his former wif·!1 Marye Jane (Boyer.) 
She was brought up from a little childiu Pinevilh.,, 
where she attended the public schools, and early 
in life unit.ed with theM. E. Church, south. Sep­
tember 5, 1883, she and Dr. Preston were united in .. 
m:uriage. They have lived at Pineville, Indian 
Springs and Southwest City in this county, and 
some eighteen months in the Cherokee Nation. 
To them were born seven children, six of whom­
Edith, Susie, Joel Claiborn, Ruby, Lena, Cecil 
Rollo-are living. Leo, the youngest child, died 
June 3, 1897, from the same malady that had taken 
off his father but a few weeks before. 

Mrs. Preston now lives in a comfortable home 
in Southwest City with ample means which tQ.e 
foresight and benevolence of her kind companion 
provided. Their engraving appears on the next 
page. . . 
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J. A. DOTY. 
JOSEPH A. DOTY was born in McDonough county, Illinois, January 10, 1864. His parents moved to Johnson county, Missouri, when he was two years old, but owing to the unsettled condition and law­lessness that existed there after the close of the war, tne Doty family moved to Clark county, Iowa. Here young Doty worked on his f~tther's farm and attended school, having to walk n mile and a half to reach the school house. In 1877 his parents re­moved to Osborne county, Kansas, where Joseph grew to manhood, and in the year 1883 was wedded to l\liss Laura A. Beck. In the fall of 1887 he land­ed in Southwest City, Missouri, a stranger in a strange lnnd. He soon made acquaintances and friends, and determined to cast his lot with~. the . people of McDonald county, and make Southwe City his permanent home. . Just after the election in the fall of 1888 Mr. oty conceived the idea of establishing a Republican paper in the county and set about to secure a plant. The latter part of December, 1888, a small printing outfit was purchased, and on January 10, 1889, the first issue of the Enterprise was printed. This ~s the first Republican paper published in the county and, as the party was unorganized, it was predict­ed by many that the paper would soon suspend as it would not be able to secure the proper support to make it a .success. It certainly did look like a. rash venture, right in Democracy's stronghold, but under the guiding hand of Mr. Doty the Ert.!rprise continued to grow, and to day is one of the ·lead­ing papers in Southwest Missouri. The success of the paper is due to his able management. He has ever been· a faithful exponent of Republican prin­ciples, at the same time avoiding offensive matter, so that persons of all pa't'ties took pleasure in read­ing his paper. 
Mr. Doty has twice been elected Mayor of South­west City, and holds that position at the present time. In 1894 he was promiqently mentioned for State Senator from the 15th district of Missouri. 
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McMILLIN 42 40 5658 56 85 78 74 104 87 0 
0 

MOUNTAIN 31 33 43 35 1 30 10 36 12 58 4 d 

PRAIRIE 44 10 70 40 0029 95 48 73 73 131 78 ~ 
PL"l"EVILLE 120 20 39 91 86106 75 127 105 118 93 140 144 138 !< 

RICHWOOD 32 24 74 20 53 67 68 47 9625 78 63 

WHITE ROCK 35 11 28 42 45 31 3038 5038 8342 ~ 
Ql 



eo ~ 
0 Vote of McDonald County by Townsbips. ~ ~ 
~ 
02 

FOI! PROSECUTING ATTORNEY. ! 
~ :; 

1886. 1888. 1890. 1892. 1894. 1896. ; !-0 I 
D. R. D. R. D. R. D •. R. D. R. D. R. 

ANDERSON 
132 84 

~ 
BUFFALO 97 45 101 72 107 60 81 '62 58 9854 CENTER . 74 41 73 59 78 45 71 68 77 9335 ~ CYCLON'8 

61 42 ' 0 
ELK RivER 5029 46 44 99 39 75 64 66 109 57 I !21 ELKHORN 105 89 117 119 138 83 130 114 119 155 129 ·. 

\~ ERIE 73 109 83 91 75 123 66 53 100 131 70 McMILLIN 108 79 144 115 141 00 117 97 113 119 109 ·: •o 

l 
MOUNTAIN 51 12 M 16 56 16 52 44 8 84 5 PRAIRIE 107 79 133 110 149 92 160 100 173 202 124 PINEVILLE 179 111 132 179 146 189 149 121 239 .195 172 RICHWOOD 104 31 94 65 120 23 104 91 78 115.85 WHITE ROCK 83 36 71 71 6368 89 5458 86 72 



8 Vote of McDonald County by Townsbi~s. 0 

·~ 

1 1872. 

el· 
~ 

FOR TREASURER. 
1874. 1876. 1878. 1880. 1882. 1884. ~ ~ 

D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. ~· 
ANDERSON ~ BUFFALO 86 1 54 66 22 104 99 79 56 
CENTER 27 17 44 14 68 4533 46 73 5888 ~ 
CYCLONE t:f 

ELK RIVER 51 11 54 30 31 43 46 51 29 ~ 
ELK HORN 64 16 108 70 69 154 176 109 101 s ERIE 33 36 53 23 107 16 113 75 163 78 120 
McMILLIN 58 52 53 66 122 106 88 0 

0 
MOUNTAIN 33 33 42 34 5 46 51 55 6 ~ 
PRAIRIE 80 5 110 . 189 23 135 152 143 65 ~ PINEVILLE 97 53 78 69 100 143 72 169 206 153 26 
RICHWOOD 52 10 94 55 78 . 93 142 101 51 
WHITE ROCK 49 5 63 51 35 62 79. 7() 59 o:l 

~ ..., 



(.:1 
8 Vote of McDonald County by Townships. to 
0 CD 

~ 
Ill! 

FOR TREASURER. !!l ij 
1886. 1888. 1890. 1892. 1894. 1896. ~ !'J I 

D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. 
0 D. R. D. R. ~ 
o< 

ANDERSON 139 83 0 
BUFFALO 140 89 56 110 68 80 46 58 50 111 48 "!f 

CENTER 108 75 57 75 50 69 63 67 65 89 41 !":!: 
0 

CYCLONE 63 41 t:1 
0 ELK RIVER 78 45 15 95 41 71 33 62 60 106. 56 z 

ELKHORN 194 119 100 133 80 129 100 117 110 168 129 ~ ERIE 176 73 71 87 118 67 109 52 00 125 77 
McMILLIN 145 93 140 22 111 77 86 97 146 93 

o· 186 0 
MouNTAIN · 61 59 11 64 11 49 3 48 6 84 5 ~ 
PRAIRIE. 195 140 107 148 103 142 113 128 122 219 112 ~ PINEVILLE 256 152 126 164 176 149 157 119 231 189 186 
RICHWOOD 132 100 53 102 43 104 54 96 73 128 82 
WHI'l'EROCK 107 86 62 63 88 84 63 5850 89 73 



1-3 Vote of McDonald County by Townships. 0 

~ ·m 

I 1872. 
FOR ASSESSOR. ~ 

ij 
,... 

1874. 1876. 1878. 1880. 1882. 1884. ~ 
!II 

D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. _D. R. ~ 
ANDERSON o. 
BUFFALO 78 67 64 27 80 36 46 60 132 ~ 

CENTER 29 1R 42 66 ' 43 37. 40 34 40 45 94 ~ 
CYCLONE 1:1 

0 
ELX: RIVER 56 55 2833 34 34 3223 81 ~ 
ELK HORN 75 110 69 71 102 76 119 77 209 s ERIE 26 49 25 70 15 115 33100 55 135 197 
MCMILLIN 63 54 50 59 72 85 65 184 0 

0 
MOUNTAIN 33 33 43 32 5 37 9 33 19 61 ~ PRAIRIE 83 112 102 31 107 40 97 58 206 
PINEVILLE 102 44 103 175 123 84 118 111 144 80 255 !< 
RICHWOOD 53 90 5480 59 64 87 34 153 
WHITEROCX: 47 61 61 37 46 86 60 43 121 co 

t8 



~ 

8 Vote of McDonald County by Townships. 
~ 
0 

0 
~-z 

Ill fll FOR ASSESSOR. = ...... ... 1886 . 1888. 1890. 1892. 1894. 1896. ~ 'II I r.o 
D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R • 

0 .. 
td 
'< A~"DERSON 118 101 0 

BuFFALQ 75 66 89 46 114 71 80 48 62 50 111 49 ~ 

CENTER 5856 74 56 71 29 65 69 70 65 90 40 :s: a 
CYCLONE 63 40 ~ 

0 
ELK RIVER 39 40 34 8 81 58 60 40 78 41 105 59 z 
ELKHORN 91 105 R8 44 108 171 118 113 100 125 163 133 ~ 
ERIE 54129 44 30 57 156 56121 52 95 106 94 ~ 

1\Ic:\IILLIN 73 114 119 75 147 99 109 82 87 98 145 92 a 
0 

MOUNTAIN 46 17 54 3 44 29 47 13 48 6 83 5 C1 z 
PRAIRIE 112 88 141 107 141 109 140 117 141 199 220 110 1-3 

PL-.,EVILLE 86 211 102. 73 136 204 129 197 130 116 184 189 ~ 
RICHWOOD 85 48 88 49 88 58 95 68 95 75 128 82 
WIDTEROCK 61 54 75 57 52 78 80 69 58 51 84 74 



8 Vote of McDonald County by Townships. 0 
~ 
~ 
r:n . 

I FOR JUDGE EAST. DIST. s = .... 
1878. 1880. 1&g2. 1884. ~ 00 r:n 0 . 

D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. l<l 
CE.NTER 50 28 38 30 37 47 91 >< 

0 
CYCLONE "!! 
ELK HOR."i 71 69 92 73 125 67 209 t( 

ERIE 16 111 100 1 46 131 189 
0 
t;:j 

:MOIJNTAIN 32 7 11 4 35 16 59 0 
~ 

RICHWOOD 55 71 57 51 85 41 150 ~ 
WHITE ROCK 51 36 19 22 52 37 03 t;:j 

JUDGE WEST. DIST. 0 
ANDERSON 0 

d 
BUFFALO 62 25 81 34 6942 8054 ~ 

1-i 
ELK RivER 27 31 34 33 2927 51 27 :< 
.M:CMII.LIN 51 51 59 71 71 76 97 85 
PRAIRIE 101 31 109 35 60 91 113 95 
PL .... EVILLE 104 72 106 121 105 121 143 130 25 ..... 



co 8 Vote of McDonald County by Townships. 
co 0 ~ 

~ 
CD 

FOR JUDGE EAST. DIST. b:: ~ H 

1886. 1888. 1890. 1892. 1894. 1896. ~ ~ I 
0 D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. D. R. :;l 
>< CENTER 59 54 74 54 67 57 6864 70 67 91 37 0 CYCLONE 63 41 t;f 

ELKHORN 125 30 114 72 133 99 91 128 114 113 169 126 ~ 
0 ERIE 

-
89 92 70 87 79 129 77 105 39 121 93 103 ~ 

0 MOUNTAIN 54 . 7 57 12 56 17 49 3 49 6 85 5 z RICHWOOD 90 44 87 30 98 47 102 57 86 70 131 79 >' 
WHITE Rocx 60 40 80 62 63 70 85 63 6050 00 72 G 

JUDGE WEST. DIST. 0 
0 ANDERSON 125 94 Q BUFFALO • 91 51 87 79 124 57 79 50 41 54 110 49 z 
8 ELK RIVER 41 35 46 47 95 19 68 32 69 50 104 59 ~ MCMILLIN 87 100 140 126 130 91 114 70 69 112 129 404 

PRAIRIE 107 92 113 101 138 112 140 113 130 121 250 113 
PINEVILLE 126 173 422 179 153 188 134 164 !14 231 198 173 
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EXPLANATION. 

IN the foregoing tables the vote is marked Dem­
ocratic and Republican, only, as those two were 
the leading parties in this county •. Those desig­
nated in the Republicftn column .include all oppo­
nents of the regular Democratic nominees, and 
were sometimes Green Back, Union Labor, Inde­
pendent Democrats or Populists. The Greenback 
party, when at its bight, polled about 300 votes. 
It was followed by the Union Labor party, which 
in turn gave way to the Populist. Some years they 
nominated a county ticket, while in other cam• 
paigns they supported nominees on the other tick· 
ets as they chose. Their strength reached about 
330 votes. The Republicans some years put out 
part of a ticket, and openly, or tacitly endorsed 
other candidates who opposed the Democrats·. 

By comparing the following list of nominees with 
the tables, the vote of each one by townships may 
be ascertained. The successful candidate is :first 
mentioned, and the politics designated. 
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LIST OF NOMINEES. 

1872 
REPRESENTATIVE. 

1886 W. 0. Prloe, D 
R. W. Williams, R 

1874 
W. C. Price, ·n 
John Harmon, R 

1876 
J. J. Brown, I 
W. C. Price, D 

1878 
A. W. Chenoweth, ]) · · w. E. Bookout, R 

1880 
A. J .. Phillips, D 
Dan Harmon, R 

1882 
T. F. Ford, D 
G. R. McMahan, G. 

188-i 
Thos. Collins, D 
Da.n Harmon, R 

J. J. McNatt, U L 
J. H. Wood, D 

1888 
M. C. Christian, D 
S. G. Sutter R 

1890 
J. F. Kenney, D 
L. W. Smith, R 

1892 
R. J. Ba.lch, D 
J. C. Sea bourn, R 

1894 
F. M. Best, R 
W. M. Phillips, D 

. 1896 
J. F. Tandy!...D 
F. M. Best, .tt. 

CIR. and CO. CLERK. 
1874 1878 

A. M. Dillin, D A. M. Dillin, D J. S. Wilson, R. J. S. Wilson, R 
OIR. CLERK. 

1882 1890 
H. A. F. Cloud, D J. J, Brown, I 

1886 
H. A. F. (Jloud, D 
C. W. Gable, R 

J. W. Shields~ D 
H. A. F. Cloud, I 

1894 
S. G. Sutter, R 
J. W. Shields, D 
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CO. CLERK. 

1882 
M. R. DeGroff, D 
R. L. Hargrove, R 

1886 

1800 
J, P. Caldwell, I 
J. S. Davis, D 

1894 
J.P. Caldwell, I Zach Baker, R 
M. R. De Groft, D W. W. Bacon, D 

PROBATE JUDGE. 
1872 1884 

J. H. Wimpey, R 
C. P. Bullock, D 

1874 
W. S. Street, D 
John Wilson, D 

1878 
I. N. Shambaugh, D 
J. W. Legg, R 

1882 
I. N. Shambaugh, D 

W. E. Smith, D 
J. L. Elliff, R 

1886 
W. E. Smith, D 
R. C. Farmer, I 

1890 
W. E. Smith, D 
G. W. Coombes, R 

189·i 
J. M. Elliott, P 
W. E. Smith, D 

PHESIDING JUDGE. 
Same as Probate Judge to 1884. 

1884 1890 
H. B. Landers, D 
J. H. Wimpey, R 

1886 
J. A. Sturges, D. 
J. H. Wimpey, R 

JUDGE, E. D. 

G. R. McMahan, G 
H. J. Laughlin, D 

1878 

J. M. Boyd, D 
J. H. Wimpey, R 

1894 
J. T. Horner, R 
J. R. Patterson, D. 

JUDGE, W. D. 

J. D. Heron, D 
A. C. Mosier, R 

•. 
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G. R. McMahan, G 
M. D. L. McCall, R 

Holly Hinton, D · 
R. W. Williams, R 

Holly Hinton, D 

H. J. Laughlin, D 
H. G. Fox, R 

H. J. Laughlin, D 
John Lawson, R 

J. R. Patterson, D. 
H. G. Fox, R 

C. J. Marrs, D 
D. McDonald, D 

W. J. Adkins, R 
M. L. Marrs, D · 

1880 

1882 

1884 

1886 

1888 

. 1890 

1892 

1894 

1896 

J. D. Heron, D 
C. L. Moore, R 

A. B. Shields, I 
J.D. Heron, D 

J.D. Heron, D 
A. B. Shields, I 

J. W. Nutting, D 
.A.. D. Anderson, R 

J. W. Nutting, D 
J. H. Wimpey, R 

J. W. Cunningham, D 
Alf Oyler, R . 

J. ·w. Cunningham, D 
R. Vermillion, R 

Patrus Testerman, R 
J.H. Young, D 

W. Newman, D Geo. Mitchell, D 
J. W. Adkins, R Patrus Testerman, R 

SHERIFF & COLLECTOR. 
1872 1882 

0. L. Fields, D 
J. H. Moffett, R 

1874 
0. L. Fields, D 
U. W. Noel, I 

J. C. Seabourn, R 
J. F. Kenney, D 

1884 
· J. 0. Seabourn, R 
J. A. Ford, D 
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1876 
J. C. Montgomery, D 
J. H. Moffett, R 

·1878 
E. M. Jarrett, .Q 
M. R. DeGroff, D 

1880 
E. M .• Jnrrott, 0 
J. F. Kenney, D 

SHERIFF. 

Geo. Woolard, D 
Wm. Slinkard, R 

J. C. Kelle-y, R 
D. A. Johnson, D 

1892 

1894 

1896 

1886 
J. A. Ford. D 
E. M. Jarrett, G 

1888 
J. A. Ford, D 
J. H. Moffett, ,R 

1800 
W. W. Ba.oon, D 
J. Bo11odict, R 
COLLECTOR. 

.J. T. Williams, D 
H. C. Prater, R 

H. C. P~a~r, If 
J. T. W1lham.s, D 

~ R. Jarrett, ·D J. W. Hubbard, D 
A. Elston, R H. C. Prater, R 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY. 
1872 

Jas. L. Sm.;ytbe, L R 
J. B. Rutl, D 

1874 
J. L. B~trr, D 
J. C. Lnmson, R 

1876 
Z. T. Murphy, D 
G. W. Randolph, R 

1878 
J. C. Lamson, R 
J. A. Wilson, D . 

1886 
H. C. Pepper, .D 
J. L. Barr, 'I 

1&"'8 
H. C. Pepper, D 
J. C. Lamson, R 

1890 
Hugh Dabbs, D 
J. L. Barr, I 

1892 
.Hugh Dabbs, D 
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1880 
J, W. Brunk, D 
J. C. Lamson, R 

1882 
J, C. Cole, D 
J. 0. Lamson, R 

1884 
J. C. Cole, D 
J, C. Lamson, R 

1894 
J, D. Edge, R 
A. v. Manning, D 

1896 . 
Geo. R. Clay, D 
J. A. Sturges, R 

TREASURER. 
1872 1800 

J, P. Lo.Manoe, D 
J, C. Lamson, R 

1874 
J. C. Baber, D 
J. P. LaMa.nce, D 

1878 
J. C. Baber, D 
John Wilson, D 

1884 
A. C. Walters, D 
E. W. Edwards, R 

1888 
J. C. Baber, D 
D. M. Harmon, R 

M. N. LaManoe D 
A. 0. Walters, i 

1892 
M. N. LaMance, D 
J. H. Moffett, R 

1694 
J. C. Farmer, R 
Geo. Woolard, D 

1896 
· M. N. La'Manoe, D · 
W. A. Walters, R 

· In 1870, t&'iO, 1882 and 1886 J. o. Baber had no 
oppon~nt. 

ASSESSOR. 
1872 1874·6""' 

J. H. Chapman, o· 
R. L. Ferguson, R 

J. H. Chapman, D 

I· 
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·' p "' ~; 
• ...... h. 

Resld~nce of J. W. Shields, Pineville, Mo. 

' ;,r 



" . . , 

.~ 1878 

J. J; Clanton.; D 
A. Adams, R .. 

188Q 
H. A, ·F. Cloud, D 
J. R!.Brown, G 

1882 
J. H~ Chapman, D . 
B. F .. Northout, R.' . .- · 

l, ' ' 

: '188·1 
J. HLOhapman; D :.·. 

' . ' . . . 

1886; .. •' . 

Za.cn Bnkcr, ·r · ·. 
R. W .' Patterson, D 

~ \ ' ,'!i 

· .. 

. 1888 
J. P. ;Madden, D 
C. B. Berry, R. 

1890. . 

841.: ,, •' 

. •. 
J. P. ~IS:dden, D ~· ···; .. 
Za.oh Baker, I 

1892 
W. H. Noel, D 

. Zaoh Baker, R 
1894 

·w.H.Noel,D .. , :~ ··:· ... 
·. W. Hankins, R 

189(1 

· M: L. Marra! D : 
C. H. McOu re, R 

POPULATION. OF McDONALD COUNTY • 
. ' 

1860, s;957; 187o, 5,189; . 
1880, 7,816; . 1890, 11,283. . . 

Estimated by the -vote of Nov., 1896, it is uow 

between 13, 000 and 14,000. 

--~·-

• 
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,·,,. 

, . .. 
'\' ... 

BOSSERMAN'S Mill, Near Pineville, Mo. 
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.. :;(:c,·· .. ·)! 

~-- ,!? 
v~r/ •... 

·· .. \_ •· .. l .. 
; ... ~":: .. 

Cha:rles Evans., 
PINEVILLE, MISSOURI. 

Abstracts, Loans, Conveyances. 

Has the most complete and best arranged set of 

Abstract Books in the county. Investments of 

private funds safely made free of charge. 

Has certified copy of Original Entries of Govem­

ment,ISchool and Swainp Lands. Also photo­

lithographicicopies of original township 

plats of the county made in 1849. 

PRICES REASONABLE and WORK GUARANTEED. 
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LAMANCE Store Building, Pineville, Mo. 
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The Pineville Democrat. 
$1.00 Per Year.. Oldest, Largest an.d Best 

Paper itt McDonald Conn.ty, Missouri. 

·~~·.~·JOSEPH W. KELLY. Editor and Proprietor.~~~ 

THE DE~rocRAT is Democratic at all times and under 
all circumstances, and unfilncllln~ly snp;>orts the 

nominees of its party against all others. It 
has the largest circulation or any paper In 

the county, therefore it is the best 
advestising medium. Use it. 

It is a clean, readable _local paper, and should be foond in 
every McDonald cmmty home. Address The Democrat, 

Pinet•ille, Missoori. 

The St. Charles ijotel, 
Pineville, Missouri. 

·:-·:·Mrs. J .. E. EDELEN. Proprietor::.•:. 
First-class In its appointment~. Table suptllled with 

the best In the market. Good clean beds. Head- 1 

quarters for all Pineville back and mall lines. ; 



J. C. OEYER. · J. B. MUR.R.AY. 

ATTORNEY·S-AT-LAW, 

NEOSHO • • MISSOURI. 
NEWTON COUNTY ABSTRACTS. 

G. tV. EGBERT, 
~op:rieto:r., · 

. 
GLOBE HOTEL. 
Best $1.00 a Day House in City Close to Square, 

Spring Street, Neosho, Missonri. 
Wht-n you go to Neosho stop at the GLOBE 

HOTEL. Everything First Class. 



Ali;!. tude of county, 
.Allotting Jus.tiOesf:;, 
Anderson township, 
Anderson, town of, 
Attorney, circuit, 
Attorney, county and proseeuJilD«h"'.·. 
Assessor, 
Administrator, public, 
Bu:lla.lo creek, 
Buffalo township, 
Buffalo City, 
Bannock, , 
Bank robbery, at Southwest.Oity.,.._1 • 

Bank robbery, at Pineville, 
Bethpage, 
Brown, Emma. murder case, 
Bird and others whipp~." 
Bear, kille"d in a cave, 
Bear, Cla.ib Stafford's :first, 
Center township, 
Cyclone township, 
Ca-mma, 
Coy, 
Crystal Springs, 

, Cyclone, 
County Seat Contest, 

5· 
M• 
86l 
1541 

129r 
180; 

. 187r 
82r .. 13S}r 

8\ 
86l 
551 
56r 
92;; 

200,, 
9'l:r 

1a2::; 
161 ,,165·:. 

198·;t . 
199:;~ 

38~\ 

40-:i 
56:.l. 

57;, 
58·.~ 

58'-: 
69 



u INDEX. 

Ohonowoth murdor, 
OAnt\dA lUll lynahod, 
Ol~rk, t!l~ult, 
Clerk, county, 
Coroner, 

• Collector & Sheriff, 
Casbeer, George and wife suicide, 
Court house burnt, 
Christian, Lieutenant, 
Donohue, (Goodman) 
Devick, John killed, 
Derbin, Frank drowned, 
Drowned, three boys, 
Dobbs, John killed, 
Deer, adventure with, 
Elk Horn creeks, 
Elk horns found, 
Elk Horn township, 
Elk river, 
Elk River township, 
Early settlement, 

' 

Early settlers, customs a.nd habits of, 
Erie, 
Erle·townshlp, 
Elk Mills, 
Enterprise, 
Enterprise, battle at, 
Fire at Pineville, 
Fire at Southwest City, 
Flood, July, 1883, 

98 
111 
127 
128 
140 
131 
154 

74 183 
183 

,58 
144 
146 
149. 
179 
197 

10 
10 
42 
14 
43 
16 
27 
60 
41 
59 
00 

·177 

75 
86 

189 



INDEX. 

GAtC)II po1t om.ao. (MAY) 
Grubb. Irwin hun;, 
lloMy o~ok, 
Har~ poe~ om.oe, 
Hearrell murder, '· 
Harmon, Mark killed, 
Harmon, John killed, 
Harmon, escape of David, 
Hopkins family removed, 
Hamlin, William killed, 
Hinson, Bill, 
Hidden Treasures, 

lU 

et 
uo 
13 
62 

104 
.182 
143 
172 
177 
182 
183 
191 

Indian creek, 9 
Indian legend, 11 
Indian Springs, 63 

Judge, circuit, 128 
Judge, probate, .132 
Judge, county, 134 
Jail burnt, 163 

Kelso, Colonel, 183 
Kings creek, 12 

Little Missouri, 18 
Lanagan, 66 
Lane, Wick murdered 120 
LaManoe1 J.P., 184 
LaManee, M. N ., 186 

McDonald county, bound&rT and dla., 5 
McDonald county 1 origin of name, 6 
Mike creek, 18 
Mill creek, 14 



iv INDEX. 

McDonald county established, 23 
McDonald county organized, 20 
McMillin township, 44 
Mountain township, 46 
Mann, Garland killed, 100 
Moore murder and trial, 114 
Morgan, little Claude killed, 124 
Meranda, James suicides, 153 
Noel, 68 
Noel, muder of Lula, 106 
Nutting, John, 174 
Nutting, M. L. wounded, . 179 
Nominees, list of, 334 
Officers before the war, 26 
Officers, first after the war, 31 
Patterson creek, 9 
Pineville township, 48 
Pineville, 57 
Pineville skirmish, 185 
Pine war, 158 
Prairie township, 49 
Powell, 76 
Proctor, Mrs. burnt, 151 
Petty thieving, ' 160 
Population of county, 841 
Richwood township, 51 
Rocky Comfort, 77 
Rutledge, 77 
Rail road, 81 
Representative, 126 



INDE.X~i :.; 

Sugar.<n"eek, 
Saratoga Springs, 
Silver .Springs, 
Simcoe, 
SplitJ.og, 
Southwest City, 
Sheriff and Oolleo'l!orJ l . • 

Surveyor, 
School commissioner, 
Sterley, 0. killed, 
Stafford, John killed, 
Sellers, death of Lee, 
Slickers, 
Smith, death of Major, 
Shields, Col., 
Schell~s buried money, 
Smith, .George murdered, 

Townships, 
Twin Springs, 
Treasurer, 
Testerman, Willie killed, 
Tillotson, J aek killed, 
Tiff City, 
Temp~r~nce Work, 

Voting places, 
Vote by townships, 
Vendetta, 

Wolf scalps, 
Wolf story, 
White Rook township, 

v . 

18 I'. 

78 :·', 

79 ' 
80 .· 
81 .'1. 

83 
131 
141 
141 .. 
144 .. 
147 .... 

152•/.l' 
156 Y,!; 

170 ~·::. 
184 ...... 

193 •,t'l' 

206.•,ti 

26 '33 ~~· 

96 11. 

138 ·; .. 

145'·" 
204 ·.•· 
209 ,;,·~· 
210 .:t• 

33.1' 

313 "·'' 
186: ... 

34 ~ 

195'·'' 
52 .. 
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White Rook Sulphur Springs, 96 
Wisdom murder oaae, 102 
Wilson, John killed, 147 
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