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PREFACE.

e e

Tar descriptive and narrative sketches, contained
in succeeding pages, for the most part were compiled
many years hence, and had been written amidst the
scenes, and—towards the close—some time after
occurrences, they attempt to delineate. Under the
heading ¢ Excursions through Missouri,” many of
them first appeared in the columns of Z%e American
Celt, formerly edited by Thomas D’Arcy M‘Gee ;
while others were written for later periodicals.
The series has been recast with some additions and
corrections, to prepare them for collection and
publication, in a more accessible form. The main
object held in view was to note some particulars of
special or general facts, likely to have been other-
wise unrecorded, as possessing but a local and a
fugitive interest.

Few strangers had better opportunities than the
writer for observation and inquiry, within a range
of somewhat extended and frequent excursions,
through the State of Missouri. He has visited
many of its most interesting districts, and he has
received kindly welcome from its people. Nor has
his intercourse been confined to particular classes,
parties or creeds ; neither has his information been
drawn from exclusive or doubtful sources. Drafted
originally in detached notices, during various and
often. interrupted intervals, the writer has endea-



vi PREFACE.

voured to connect and combine, briefly, clearly and
impartially, as possible, some hitherto unpublished
details, relative to the scenery, and to the agri-
cultural and mineral resources of Missouri. The
manners and customs of its inhabitants he has
sought partially to illustrate, chiefly in the form
of anecdotes and adventures. Since these des-
criptions were first penned, many changes and
improvements have taken place, which, taken in
connexion with actual occurrences and altered
circumstances, might fairly produce modified im-
pressions and conclusions, were either the writer
or the reader destined to ramble at present over
distant portions of the far West. Such alterations
may possibly occasion defective information for
‘the statist, politician, stranger, or native ; but the
aunthor has not attempted to supply more than
reminiscences, in a sketchy and an imperfect work.
The natural features of scenery and of soil, or the
normal habits and modes of social life among a
people, seldom undergo material changes, within the
period of a few generations. Such former character-
istics have only been treated, while the accompany-
ing statistical and early historical notices—drawn
from the most authentic sources—may serve to
interest the reader, who desires to connect the
preseut with a past but not very remote state of
society.
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CHAPTER I.

Fivst View of the Mississippi River—Secenery above the Ohio Juncti
—Cornice Rock—Turreted Cliffs along };;he Missouri Shorefiilng
culaneum and Carondelet—Approach to St. Louis—The German
Emigrant’s Opinion of the Mississippi River.

MANY years ago—in the Autumn of 1843--the broad
waters of the deep and full-flowing Mississippi were first
revealed to my view, when white morning mists began
to fade away before the rising sun. Our steamer had
been moored for a night previous, near that depressed
point of land where the town of Cairo is situated, at the
mouth of Ohio, ¢“ La belle rividre,” or the ¢ beautiful
river,” as first called by the early French voyagers,
Familiar as I had been with the varied attractions of
magnificent scenery, while descending the latter noble
stream, I had yet to receive impressions of land and water
lines, on a yet more majestic scale. Our passengers were
early on the alert, and carefully wrapt in warm clothing, to
guard against chill and ague-bearing exhalations, rising
from the Illinois and Missouri marshes or low-lands, and
which served to vitiate the surrounding atmosphere. By
degrees, vapours were wreathing upwards and clearing off
in fantastic shapes, from the wide expanse of water;
bright and warm solar rays soon covered a burnished
surface, over ‘“ the Father of Waters ;” and, so shining out
with great brilliancy over the green masses of foliage on
distant shores, contemplative emotion and pleasurable
excitement had their own resources, in a novelty of
situation, presented to our minds. Eager eyes strained
in every direction, to fill the memory and imagination
with impressions of beautiful wild natural scenery,
stretching away to mysterious distances.

Yet its banks were not very elevated, on either shore of
the Mississippi, near its junction with the Ohio river.

A
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Stately and tall cotton trees threw out their gigantic
oscillating branches and large light-green feathery leaves,
waving with every breath of air. ~Tangled underwood
and forest wild vines filled intermediate spaces around
their roots, or, as in some instances, drifts of sand covered
those rich and alluvial bottoms. Sloping upwards, at in-
tervals, the eye rested on more distant he1gk_1ts, covered
with forest timber. While the swiftly-moving steamer
tracked her course through the middle channel, where
the current’s ripple and our pilot’s experienced guidance
directed, wood-covered islands and head-lands occasion-
ally diversified the prospect, seeming to bound before and
behind our range of vision. But, as the measured and
monotonous heavings of the engines and the foaming
waves which surged in arrowy trail behind our vessel
rolled their echoes through the adjoining shores, other
objects came successively in view. Delightful changes
of nearer scenes and of distant natural features, some-
times hazily defined, yet always leaving mingled com-
binations of light and shadow, blent almost imperceptibly
with overhanging clouds. .

Having left the old French town of Kaskaskia—pleas-
antly and for river traffic conveniently—situated on the
Tlinois shore, a long stretch of bottom lands on that side
first tires upon the gaze of a traveller, and directs his
attention fowards more interesting eastern boundaries
along the State of Missouri. Clearings of woodland and
larmsteads are occasionally seen, with woodcutters’ log-
10uses dotting the river margin. Soon we reach Cape
Jirardeau, an early and a flourishing French settlementin
Missouri, and which has an elevated site on the edge of
v plateau. This plain gradually slopes westward and
southward, to those great swamps, which cover interior
bottom lands with ooze and malaria. Our course bearing
northwards up the magnificent and giant river, we must
leave for subsequent notice this interesting locality.
Soon as we had parted from Cape Girardeau landing, our
captain proposed, as the ““stage of water” was suffi-
ciently high for his vessel, to take his passengers round
a long wooded island, which lay between the deep water
channel and a rather shallow sound towards the main
shore, so that we might have a good view of Cornice
Rock. For nearly a mile this wonderfully regular strati-
fied embankment overhung at some height the waters
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beneath ; it ran in lines perfectly parallel, and in beauti-
fully fluted grooves or projections, regular as the most
artistic entablature of some grand architectural structure,
but on a scale not deemed possible of erection by any
race save that of the fabled Titans. No break or fissure
in those mouldings was visible. Here nature more than
rivalled art, in the graduated and gracefully recessed
curves, which receded in cornice fashion to the undermost
ledge, where the rock fell sheer and perpendicular as a
wall, far beneath the water surface. Slowly and cau-
tiously our steamer glided onwards, amid the intricacies
of a narrow channel, having on one side sand-banks
covered with decayed drift-wood, or thick branches and
foliage skirting the island, whilst on the other shore,
Cornice Rock ran like some vast terrace-surmounted ram-
part along the river’s edge.

Once more our vessel rode outwards, and turning the
head of that island towards the middle channel. Soon
again was the gaze arrested by castellated crags and
natural bastions, which rounded nearly every promon-
tory on the Missouri side. Fancy could almost trace
Cyclopean courses of masonry in these gigantic turrets,
which sometimes assumed fantastic shapes, giving us
the idea of vast field or city fortifications, systematically
constructed by the provident engineering genius of a
Vauban, and with the resources of some mighty earthly
potentate. Occasionally a dwarfed tree or stunted bush
struck root in the interstices of a rock, tufts of grass and
wild plants were draped here and there over the grey
parapets ; and, although groups of crowning trees arose
from their summits in many instances, yet for the most
part, craggy tops loomed bare and stern against the sky.
A brilliant sunshine then brought all their wild rugged
features into prominence and bright relief; but I have
seen them afterwards, when the dun shades of evening
and still darker night clothed them with a look of de-
pressing loneliness and of solemn grandeur, calculated to
fill the soul with some undefinable and mysterious awe.
The most remarkable of those romantic objects is known
as ‘‘the Devil's Rock,” while another columnar and
isolated limestone projection, perched on ‘the summit of
a_beetling cliff, is called “the Devil’s Candlestick.”
His Satanic Majesty is supposed to have peculiar claims
on the scenic features of this romantic region ; for his
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name is taken in one combination or other with many of
them. But over those chaotic masses of hoary ramparts,
we do not discern bright uniforms, polished plume-waving
helmets, nor the glittering steel of serried ranks, the
glaring bomb-shells, the cannon’s flash and powder smoke;
nor do we hear the measured tread or challenge of senti-
nels pacing theirrounds, nor the crash of repeated vollies,
waking war-echoes from those river valleys. Flocks of
dark turkey-buzzards are seen floating in the sky above
them, and discordant harsh cries are alone heard from the
throats of those birds, hovering around to seize their
peculiar garbage amid the secluded rocks.

Near the outlet of a beautiful and rapid stream, known
as the Merrimac, and which enters the Mississippi, stands
Herculaneum—not the ancient lava-covered city, but its
modern and less celebrated namesake, as yet having little
claim to be shrined in history. Here the rocks recede
for some distance, and the locality should afford a town site
sufficiently eligible, but unfortunatelya sand-bar obstructs
the near approach of steamers to bear off the mineral pro-
ducts of lead and iron mines from the interior country.
That town, in consequence, had a decaying look. As we
approach St. Louis, the rocky shores of Missouri are less
bold and magnificent, although they are steep and pic-
turesque, even to the city of Carondelet, which nestles
within a semi-circular bay. The streets of this growing
city rise abruptly from a fine river landing. A few miles
northward, we sight St. Louis, the metropolis of Missouri,
on its fine matural elevation over the Mississippi, and
resting on a firm substratum of limestone rock. Wheu
first seen by the writer, it was small indeed compared
with its present proportions. Then it scarcely contained
10,000 inhabitants. That number has since rapidly in.
creased to comsiderably over 500,000, and in all proba-
bility its population must yet greatly exceed this latter
figure. In trade, wealth and importance, it has wonder-
fully progressed, with its annual extension of houses, and
its constant accession of inhabitants.

As we neared the levee, and found ourselves moored
fast among many steamers heading towards this city,
our passengers began to disembark. Many, like myself,
adventured to cast their lots for domicile in the state of
Missouri. Others were bound for states and territories
yet more distant. Some had already found a home in
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this Queen-city of the West. People of different nation-
alities were around and before us. In the bustle conse-
quent on landing, the romantic scenes we had so lately
witnessed, if not altogether forgotten, were for a time
unheeded. Although it may be impossible adequately to
describe the varied features we had passed on ‘ the Fa-
ther of Waters,” but few would be disposed to questiona
prosaic and matter-of-fact observation, emanating from
an honest philosophic German, familiar with the scenery
of the Rhine and Maine. Being asked his opinion re-
garding the noble waters we had sailed upon, this man
declared with a grave shake of the head, *Mynheer, I
conshidher de Mishshishschippi ish a ver goot und pig
riffer vor a new coundhry.” In the estimation of most
persons—and even for an old country—the Mississippi
should deserve such a character ; but more felicitous
terms might easily be found to express a tourist’s appre-
ciation of its scenic beauties and wild magnificence.

CHAPTER IL

Condition of St. Louis over Forty Years ago—Its favourable Position
for Manufactures and Commerce—Right Rev. Peter Richard Ken-
rick, Coadjutox Bishop of St. Louis—His Birth, Education, Mission-
ary Career, and Literary Labours—His Personal Appearance and
Pulpit Eloquence—Judge Bryan Mullanphy—An Interview and its
Results —Judge Lawless.

For a stranger arriving in a strange place, and among a

people to whom he is unknown, a feeling of loneliness ab

first must prevail; yet perhaps the very novelty of his
situation, and the exterior objects presented to his view,
may serve to excite curiosity all the more, and invest new
scenes with a peculiar interest. To seek an humble lodg-
ing was an object of immediate necessity ; to sally forth
and inspect the local streets and buildings, with their
suburban surroundings, was the chief occupation of suc-
ceeding days. In the latter part of the year 1843, the
present city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, was
just extending its limits from the rather confined space
occupied by the old French town ; while speculation was
then rife in securing plots of land for building and occu-
pation in the suburbs, which have since been incorporated
and covered with fine streets and houses. The tall spire
surmounting the Catholic Cathedral was then a prominent
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object, as seen from many points of view, and one of my
earliest visits was made to that sacred building, in which
I was afterwards destined to officiate. Although the
chief Janded proprietors of St. Louis were for the most
part Catholics, but few churches had then been built;
although some were in course of erection. At that time,
St. Louis had three long and well defined streets, running
parallel with the river, and many others intersected those
at right angles. About the period of its transfer to the
United States Government, such arrangements had been
made, but the houses were irregularly built and often
apart. The intersecting streets were mostly called by the
names of trees, such as Chesnut, Pine, or Olive Street.
At a later period, several were named in honour of old St.
Louis residents, and real estate proprietors ; while not a
few took denomination from the illustrious and distin-
guished statesmen and generals of the great American
Republie. The present First-street bore the appellation
of La Rue Principale, or “ The principal street,” in old
French times ; and Second-street was known as La Rue
de U Eglise, or “‘The street of the church,” because the
church building of the town fronted on that street. This
was originally & structure of hewed logs. These were
planted upright in the ground, and they were covered
with a shingled roof, the eaves of which projected beyond
the body of the building. Thus it formed a kind of
shading promenade around. Some of the pews, which
were in that old church, subsequently had been trans-
ferred to the Catholic Church, afterwards built in the
town of Carondelet. The street now called Third-street
existed in the beginning of the present century, and it
was formerly known as La Rue des Granges, or ¢ The
street of the barns.”

Our historic and statistical notices of the important and
expanding city of St. Louis must necessarily be brief. I
is at once remarkable for its grand ‘central position, for
its present solid structures, for its fine public and private
buildings, as well as for its rapid growth in commerce,
manufactures, wealth and population. It rises over the
Main Trunk Railway line, between New York and San
Francisco. In the heart of the great Mississippi valley,
St. Louis is surrounded by more than a hundred thousand
square miles of rich soil—generally rich in quality and in
minerals—as can be found in any part of the United
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States, or, perhaps, in any quarter of the world. Its
climate is fairly temperate, having neither those extremes
of cold felt in higher latitudes, nor those oppressively
warm summers experienced in other tropical regions. It
lies about eight hundred miles south from St. Paul, in
Minesota, and over one thousand miles north from the
city of New Orleans. Its latitude is thirty-eight degrees,
thirty-seven minutes, and twenty-eight seconds north ;
while its longitude is ninety degrees, fifteen minutes, and
sixteen seconds west. It is situated nearly due west from
Washington, which it may yet be destined to supersede
ag the capital of the United States. It is four hundred
" feet above the level of the sea, Situated mid-way in the
great Mississippi valley, between the head-waters of the
Mississippi river and the Gulf of Mexico, about fifteen
hundred miles in any direction from St. Louis places the
traveller near the extreme boundaries of the United States.
In this connexion, however, the lately acquired Russian
possessions—now known as the territory of Alaska—must
be omitted.

Thus favourably placed, St. Louis is remarkable for its
navigable tributary waters. It has at leastin the Missis-
sippi and Missouri valleys 16,000 miles of steamboat navi-
gation, radiating in various directions, Hereafter, these.
Iines may be destined greatly toincrease. Such facts alone
disclose some idea regarding the extraordinary magnitude
of its immense water resources. To say nothing about its
vast river traffic through means of steamers and which
has enriched this growing city—the greatest inland com-
mercial capital of the country—its position in respect
to the railroad system of the United States and the numer-
ous lines of railway that must pass through the State of
Missouri, from north to south and from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, are even more important in the future pro-
bable condition of trade, than her river navigation, which
has been productive of such great results in the past
higtory of the west.

At the period of which we treat, the Right Reverend
Peter Richard Kenrick presided over the See of St. Louis
in guality of Coadjutor Bishop. He was born August
17th, 1806, in the parish of St. Nicholas of Myra, in the
City of Dublin. He was the son of pious and respectable
parents. At an early age, he was distinguished for his
great piety and application to study, while his inclinations
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seem to have been wholly directed towards embracing the
ecclesiastical state. He had a venerable uncle, the
Reverend Richard Kenrick, who was parish priest of his
native parish—then of very considerable extent—for
several years, and of whom there is a memoir and portrait
in the ¢*Irish Catholic Magazine,” published about 1830,
in Dublin. This greatly revered pastor died but a short
time before, and as he was a most charitable man, devoted
to every duty of his sacred office, so he was universally
lamented. His efigy and a suitable inscription are still
o be seen on a marble monument within the Church of
St Nicholas of Myra. During his lifetime, he took an affec-
tionate interest in the progress of his youthful nephew,
who entered Maynooth College in 1827. There he was
highly distinguished for his solid and genuine piety,
for his modest demeanour and great natural talents, for
his courteous and affable manners, as also for his sound
judgment and indefatigable attention to all his studies.
In every branch of science and literature he excelled.
His deep philosophical and theological learning, as like-
wise his scholax}iy attainments, were admired by his
professors and fellow-students. He was advanced to the
successive orders there, and he was ordained priest, March
6th, 1832, by the Archbishop of Dublin, Most Reverend
Daniel Murray, for whom the Bishop of St. Louis always
cherished the greatest affection and veneration. On leav-
ing Maynooth, the Reverend Peter Richard Kenrick first
served in the Cathedral parish at Marlborough Street,
Dublin. Subsequently appointed curate in Rathmines
Parish, he there officiated for a year. At this time, his
distinguished brother, the Right Reverend Francis Patrick
Kenrick, was Bishop of Philadelphia. Well knowing his
theological and philosophical attainments, proposals were
made to the young Rathmines curate, that he should
become President of the Philadelphia Diocesan Theologi-
cal Seminary. At this pressing instance, and hoping to
extend still more his sphere of usefulness, [the Reverend.
Peter Richard accordingly left Ireland for the United
States. In October, 1833, he settled in Philadelphia, and
took charge of the Theological Seminary. He became
also Rector of the Cathedral there, and Vicar-Geueral to
his brother.

_His capacity for administration, commensurate with
his gifts of intellect and mental activity, was soon
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rendered apparent. A journal in the interests of religion
had been started, and long had it been favourably known
as the ¢ Catholic Herald.” For some: time, the Very
Reverend Peter Richard Kenrick acted as its editor ;
for which task, his ever ready pen and stores of eccle-
siastical and historical information eminently qualified
him. During some years, he was engaged in the effective
discharge of ministerial functions in several of the city
parishes, while his learned and eloquent sermons from.
the pulpit always attracted admirers, no less among
Protestant listeners than among the members of his own
flock. Besides, he found time to write an admirable and
a researchful work, known as ¢ The Validity of Aug]}i-
can Ordinations Examined,” while this evidenced his
aptitude for historic lore and exegesis, with able contro-
versial application of his arguments to the subject treated.
This whole question. was most lucidly stated, while the
evidences were set forth in a convincing array of facts
and inferences, most difficult to assail, much less to
disprove. This latter task was attempted, however,
after some time, by members of the Protestant Episcopal
Church in the United States : for it was known, that the
Very Reverend Peter Richard Kenrick’'s work com-
manded general attention, and had caused grave doubts
among the most educated of that communion., In
America, a gentleman named Hugh Davey Evans
published a treatise entitled ¢ Hssays to prove the
Validity of Anglican Ordinations: in Answer to the
Right Reverend Peter Richard Kenrick, R.C. Bishop of
S, Louis.” By a Layman. Baltimore: Joseph Robin-
son, 1844. The name omitted from the title-page is
given in a preface to this book. Likewise, in England,
the following treatise appeared: * Anglican Ordinations
Valid. A refutation of certain statements in the Second.
and Third Chapters of ‘The Validity of Anglican Ordi-
nations Examined.—By the Very Reverend Peter
Richard Kenrick, V.G~ By John Fuller Russell, B.C.L.,
Yncumbent of S. James’s, Enfield. London: Masters,
1846.” Although the first edition of Dr. Kenrick’s work
was soon exhausted, his ocoupations prevented him from
issuing another for some years, when he was able more
opportunely to review the objections and critiques of
his adversaries, and to give all the greater force and
consideration to his previous statements.
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In the year 1840 appeared ab Phila,del%ahia his greatly
esteemed devotional little work intituled ¢The New
Month of Mary: or, Reflections for each Day of the
Month on the different Titlesapplied to the Holy Mother
of God in the Litany of Loretto. Principally designed
for the Month of May.” By the Very Reverend Peter
Richard Kenrick. The admirable plan, taste, and
arrangement of the Reflections, Examples, Prayers and
Practices leave nothing more to be desired in the com-
pilation of this book, which is a favourite one for the
May devotions, so greatly promoted by its publication,
In America, as in Europe, it has already passed through
many editions. Another well-known work of his, a
“¢ History of the Holy House of Loretto,” contains an
inquiry into the past records and traditions regarding
this celebrated shrine. It has often been reprinted.
These serve to show his filial and tender devotion,
manifested in many ways, to the ever Blessed and
Tmmaculate Virgin Mary.

For some time, the subject of our brief sketch had
considered the propriety of embracing a life more strictly
devoted to religious rule, and having maturely deliberated
on a choice, he resolved upon entering as a novice the
Jesnit Order. With that view, he returned to Ireland
in 1838, and thence, after some little stay, he went te
Rome. However, Providence had otherwise decreed ; and
the Right Rev. Bishop Rosati, having left St. Louis for
Rome on the the 25th of April, 1840, most earnestly
requested Pope Gregory XVI. to appoint the Very
Reverend Peter Richard Xenrick as his coadjutor.
Notwithstanding his repeatedly-expressed wishes to
decline this high office, and to be allowed his selected
sphere of duty, Dr. Kenrick was obliged to yield consent,
for the distinguished and revered occu%ant of St. Peter’s
Chair would take no refusal. Then Bishop Rosati was
appointed Apostolic Delegate to the Republic of Hayti,
for the purpose of settling ecclesiastical affairs pend};ng
between that State and the Holy See ; but, previous to
entering upon his difficult commission, both Father
Kenrick and himself returned to the United States.
They arrived in Boston on the 18th of November, 1841,
Soon afterwards, on the 30th of that month, Dr. Kenrick
received episcopal consecration, at the hands of Bishop
Rosati, in the city of Philadelphia. Without much
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delay, the coadjutor bishop took leave of his friends
there and set out for St. Louis.

Notwithstanding the incessant and laborious visitations
of his most extensive diocese, as also the vast amount of
executive and other work, which in his new capacity
devolved on him, Bishop Kenrick made time for study
and literary pursuits, but only by extraordinary efforts.
At this juncture, he translated a French work on Sacred
Cosmogony, which dealt with a literal interpretation of
Genesis, and he also edited ¢ Historical Selections,” a
series of papers taken from an English Catholic magazine.
In May, 1843, he started and edited ‘¢The Catholic
Cabinet and Chronicle of Religious Intelligence,” a
monthly magazine, for which he wrote many articles;
while this periodical, issued in St. Louis, reached the
commencement of & third volume.

The Sunday after the writer's arrival in that city, he
attended a late Mass in the Bishop’s cathedral. There,
for the first time, he had the happiness and pleasure of
both seeing and hearing Dr. Kenrick. He preached from
the pulpit a most instructive and impressive sermon on &
suitable observance of the Sabbath, which rivetted the
attention of his whole audience. The handsome, ani-
mated, and regular features of the comparatively young
prelate were accompanied as he proceeded by graceful yet
subdued gestures; his rather tall and fine figure lent
dignity and.effect to his every sentence ; while his state-
ment and reasonings, his accent and tone of voice, were
thrilling to a degree, which carried conviction and sensi-
bility to the soul of every member in a crowded congre-
gation. How different was not this style of preaching
from the florid and verbose discourses of those pulpit
rhetoricians, who leave no solid and earnest impression
on the mind or heart. I then well understood—for both
eye and ear assured me—that I was under the spell of an
apostolic as of a highly-gifted man, which my subsequent
experience and opportunities for observation more than
confirmed,

Before I had well resolved on my future course and
destination, I was accustomed to assist at an_early and
a daily Mass in the Cathedral of St. Louis. It so hap-
pened, that I occupied a pew which adjoined that of
a gentleman, very remarkable for his fine “personal
appearance and gracious demeanour. I noticed, that he
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assisted at Mass with very profound recollection and
evident devotion. One morning, we happened to leave
the cathedral together, and he accosted me in a kindly
way, to learn if I were a stranger in or a resident of the
rising city. When he learned I was an Irishman and an
aspirant to the sacred ministry, he asked me to accom-
%any him to his law office, giving me his name as Judge
Bryan Mullanphy, of the St. Louis Criminal Court. I
felt quite delighted with his courtesy and affability of
manner ; nor shall I ever forget the fortunate circum-
stance, that contributed so much to my happiness and
enjoyment in after life. He most kindly proposed to
accompany me to the cathedral and to introduce me
personally to his dear friend, Bishop Kenrick. I atonce
very gratefully accepted his®warm-hearted proposal. I
was greatly astonished, to find such a reception and such
zeal 0 serve me a perfect stranger, and from a gentleman
in his high station. Even then, I had no very distinct
idea regarding the place he beld in the estimation of his
fellow-citizens. When we arrived at the residence of
the good bishop and of his clergy adjoining the cathe-
dral, we learned that he had already parted that very
morning for a visitation of his extensive diocese, nor was
he expected soon to return. Our next drive in the
carriage, which the judge had ordered, was to the Hecle-
siastical Seminary, where I was introduced to Father
Paquin, and where arrangements were made for my
immediate entrance.

Judge Mullanphy’s father was an Irish refugee of 1798,
who had been accompanied to St. Louis by another
revolutionary Irishman. Both settled in that city. The
former immigrant, satisfied that its favourable situation
for commerce and manufactures should soon erhance the
value of property there, made a judicious purchase of
land, afterwards known as the Mullanphy estate. On
this tract, several fine streets are now built. The latter
immigrant followed the legal profession, and became
known as Judge Lawless of the Criminal Court, being
also in that capacity a colleague and friend of the
worthy Judge Mullanphy. A brother, ‘“ Honest Jack
Lawless,” was a distinguished agitator in Q’Connell’s
celebrated historical Catholic Association. Both Judges
were eminently popular, and deservedly so, among the
St. Louisians.  With the Irish citizens their influence
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was unbounded, and it was strenuously used to serve the
interests of the old Democratic Party—then all-powerful
in the State of Missouri.

CHAPTER III,

The Ecclesiastical Seminary at 8t. Louis—Very Rev. Joseph Paquin
and his Assistants—Right Reverend Bisholioi St. Louis, Dr. Joseph
Rosati—Father Dahmen—DBoating on the Mississippi—Characteris-
tics of that River—The Great American Bottoms—Visit to Cahokia,
and to its Pastor, Father Loisel—The Founder of Dubuque.

Ox an elevated site, overlooking the broad Mississippi,
and then removed at some distance from the centre of the
city, an Ecclesiastical Seminary had been located, and it
was under the direction of the Lazarists, presided over
by the Very Rev. Joseph Paquin, who was Vicar-General
of the diocese, and born 1799, in the French village of
Florissant, some few miles north-west from the city.
Two Spanish priests, as also an Italian, and a German
father, formed our community of superiors, when the
writer found himself engaged with about twelve or four-
teen other students, all, with the exception of an Italian,
two Frenchmen, and a native Kentuckian, having received
their preliminary course of education in Irish colleges or
schools. We were mostly entering on our philosophical
studies of Logic, Metaphysics, and %thics 5 although some
few had commenced Theology, with the view of preparing
themselves for Sacred Orders and theduties of a missionary
career in the diocese of St. Louis. It was then more than
commensurate with the whole State of Missouri. Our
daily routine of devotions and of classes was such as
usually characterizes the daily life of aspirants to the
sacred ministry ; while the time passed very happily and
harmoniously away, teachers and scholars being mutually
pleased with each other, edification and instruction being
well imparted by our worthy teachers, who found
students disposed to obey and reverence them, as also to
profit by their example and teaching. 'We had hours
assigned for the study of the Greek and Latin classics,
which were ably taught us by a fellow-student and an
Trishman ; while we had lessons in French, German, and
Italian, by those of our community, familiar with such
languages from their earliest youth. In no school of his
experience has the writer ever observed any such indul-
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gent and yet well-regulated discipline, greater attention
and emulation during the hours of study, or a more
laudable desire to excel in class, than while he was under
the direction of those pious Vincentian Fathers. All of
these have since passed to their eternal reward, and there-
fore it cannot be out of place to note some few particulars,
which should enshrine their memories in benediction.
However, some special remarks should be here premised.

At this period, the Right Rev. Dr. Joseph Rosati was
Bishop of St. Louis, but few of my fellow-students had
the happiness of ever seeing our pious and gifted diocesan
prelate, who had long been absent engaged in Europe on
important matters connected with religion, and who then
was in a declining state of health. He was born at Sora,
in the kingdom of Naples, on the thirtieth of January
1789. At an early age, he entered the Roman Noviciate
connected with the Congregation of Mission Priests of St.
Vincent de Paul, and subsequently he became a member
of that Order. In the November of 1815, he left Italy
for the United States, with the saintly priest Father De
Andreis and several other ecclesiastics. He spent some
time in Kentucky, at the residence of the Right Rev. Dr.
Flaget, Bishop of Bardstown, and there he applied sedu-
lously to the study of English, until he became a proficient
in that language, which he spoke with great correctness
and fluency. From 1818 to 1824, he exercised the func-
tions of priest and missionary in Upper Louisiana, of
which St. Louis was the capital; and, on the death of
Father De Andreis in 1820, he succeeded to the office of
Superior over the Lazarists in the United States.

To forward the interests of religion, Father Rosati had
gone southwards, and in Perry County, Missouri, he
selected a site for the foundation of a Diocesan Seminary,
where priests might be trained for the work of the
ministry. It has been since known as the Barrens, and
the college which he there founded was placed under
direction of priests, belonging to the Congregation of the
Mission. The first erection was a large log house, and
Father Rosati with his own hands helped with tireless
activity and exertion fo fell the forest trees, and to
assist at all the out-door agricultural labours. Afterwards,
with his brother priests of the mission, he taught classes
of Theology and Science within that newly established
college,
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After six years of arduous missionary labours, he was
agpointed coadjutor to Right Rev. Bishop Dubourg
of New Orleans, and he was consecrated in that city.
On the resignation of Bishop Dubourg, the Right Rev.
Dr. Rosati was charged with the administration of that
diocese ; but St. Louis having been erected into a See, he
was appointed its first bishop, by Pope Leo XIL, in 1827.
The year following he came to reside there, and he had
under his charge a diocese of immense extent, stretching
.away beyond the sources of the Mississippi northwards,
while it reached beyond the head waters of the mighty
Missouri some thousands of miles towards the west.
Some twenty or thirty scattered villages, for the most
part inhabited by French or Spaniards, constituted the
swhole Catholic population ; that entire country was but
a wilderness beyond their contracted bounds, and it
formed only a hunting ground for the Indian tribes.

From 1827 to 1843, Bishop Rosati ruled over his
diocese with great zeal, judgment and devotion to all the
duties of his important charge. Among the priests es-
pecially distinguished during this missionary period were
the Rev. Fathers Timon, C.M., Loisel, Verhaegen, 8.J.,
Paquin, C.M., Lutz, Doutulingue, Roux, Lefevre, Borgua,
Condamine, Tucker, St. Oyr, Fontbonne, Jamison, Fis-
cher, Odin, C.M., P. R. Donnelly and Hamilton. Of
these, Father John Timon afterwards became Bishop of
Buffalo, Father Lefevre Bishop of Detroit, and Father
Odin Archbishop of New Orleans. Besides the priests,
to whom we have already alluded, several others laboured
in St. Louis during those early times ; and among them
we may specially notice Fathers Pratte, De_Neckere,
Cellini, Saulnier, Niel, Dahmen, Tichitoli, and Jean-Jean,
Tn 1829, when Bishop Dubourg vacated New Orleans,
Tather De Neckere succeeded to the latter See; but he
died of yellow fever in 1833, while zealously and piously
ministering to his flock in that city.

In the year 1830, the erection of a Cathedral was com-
menced in St. Louis, between Second and Third streets,
not far from the Mississippi river, and fronting on Wal-
nut street, then in a very central part of the old town.
Now the fine mansions and shops of the modern city have
gone away from it, north, south and west. But the great
Stores, warehouses and throng of business still centre
around it; however, on he Sundays and other public
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holidays comparative solitnde now reigns there, except
during the hours of Divine Service. With persevering
energy, Bishop Rosati brought this imposing and fine
architectual structure to completion, and then he con-
secrated if in a solemn manner, on the 26th October, 1834.

While Bishop Rosati ruled over the diocese, he founded
two colleges for the education of young men, and he built
there three academies for young ladies. He established
the first Orphan Asylum in a large house which was
erected adjoining the Cathedral, and on the opposite side

~of the latter was built a house for the residence of the
Bishop and his priests. The hospital under charge of the
Sisters of Charity was another of his most useful founda-
tions. Into his diocese, also, he took care to introduce
the Sisters of the Visitation, and those of St. Joseph,
besides the American Sisters of Charity, founded by Murs.
Seton.

The accounts received from Europe, at the time I
became a seminarist, left slender hope, that the venerated
prelate should ever return to St. Louis, so precarious was
his state of health. However, the present illustrious
occupant of that see, Most Rev. Peter Richard Kenrick,
had been nominated coadjutor, as Bishop of Drusa in par-
tibus infidelium, by His Holiness Pope Gregory XVL;
and, at the instance of Bishop Rosati, he was appointed
with right of succession.

Having sailed for Hayti from New York, Bishop Rosati .
was received there with all that reverence, which his
exalted character and dignified mannersdeserved. In the
springof 1842, hereturned for Rome, and to reward the sig-
nal services he had rendered to religion, the Pope appointed
him one of his assistant Prelates at the pontifical throne.
While travelling in the performance of his important
duties, the Bishop’s health had become seriously impaired;
and, in consequence, he was attacked by a violent affec-
tion of thelungs. However, having somewhat recovered,
he was sent a second time to Hayti, in the beginning of
1843, with a view to terminate a negotiation begun with
flattering prospects of success. On arriving at Paris, he
suffered from a relapse. At the end of August, his
physicians advised & return to his native land. It was
hoped, that the %lenia.l climate of [taly might have a salu-
tary effect upon his health. But, the term of his labours
on earth now hastened to.a close, and Bishop Rosati de-



LIFE AND SCENERY IN MISSOURI. 17

arted this life at Rome, on the 25th of September, 1843.

n a beautiful little chapel dedicated to 8. Vincent de
Paul, and in the church of the Lazarists at Monte Citario,
the lamented prelate was buried, An appropriate epi-
taph is inscribed over his tomb.

Themost amiable and agreeableof men was our superior,
the Very Reverend Joseph Paquin, belonging to a respec-
table Creole family, and whose native language was
French, although he spoke English correctly and fluently,
yet with a slight Gallic accent ; while such was the case
with most of the St. Louis settlers, during the days of
his youth and early manhood. While Father Paquin
trained the students to practices of piety, he delighted in
promoting cheerfulness and hilarity, especially during our
hours of recreation. He often urged us after supper, to
sing songs of our various nationalities ; and, having a
pleasing voice himself, Father Paquin was ready to give
us one or other of his French chansons, with taste and
effect, Even in compliment to the majority, after hearing
some of Moore’s Irish melodies, he usually responded to
an invitation in turn to sing Campbell’s “ Exile of Erin.”
We found the Italian Father C. Boglioli to be a priest of
high intelligence and accomplishments, while the two
Spanish Fathers, Cercos and Sareta, were quite assiduous in
learning the English language, by grammar and oral con-
versation, so as to prepare themselves for a career of use-
fulness in the United States. They were able to tell many
interesting stories respecting the war in Spain between
Don Carlos and the Queen; for they had been refugees,
who were obliged to leave their native country, owing to
those political convulsions which happened before their
arrival in America. :

A prime favourite with our seminarists was the good
German Lazarist, Father Dahmen, a native of Saxony,
and one who during his early youth had been engaged as
a cavalry soldier in some of the bloody campaigns waged
by the Emperor Napoleon Buonaparte on the Continent
of Europe. Father Dahmen had fought in several great
engagements ; he had a vivid recollection of the dreadful
scenes he witnessed on the battle-field ; his anecdotes of
the Emperor Napoleon were original and most interest-
ing ; he was ready at all times to relate his own personal
adventures, and freely to pronounce a very sound opinion
on the maneuvres and policy of his renowned leader,

B
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having had an enthusiastic regard for his genius and
resources as a general. Father Dahmen’s undoubted
courage, sense of honour, uprightness and integrity of
character won our admiration ; his brusque and military
air was independent of forms, while his courtesy and
kindliness rendered him lovable to a degree. His piety
and learning were well recognised, when he was obliged
to quit his Saxon seminary and serve as a young con-
script, and he returned to resume his religious vocation
and studies when the great army was disbanded. He
had a correct knowledge of the world and of its ordinary
pursuits, with a practical manner for appreciating and
utilizing them. =~ He preached with eloquence and
earnestness to the Germans of St. Louis, who were
accustomed largely to frequent our temporary and small
seminary chapel, which had been opened to the public.
Hearing confessions in German, he also exercised
missionary duties among his people, while speaking
French or English with great fluency and correctness.
When Father Dahmen choose to join our walks and
outing parties, the students were ever delighted with his
cheerful company and conversation.

We had one afternoon in each week for an excursion
after the early dinner hour, and our walks were directed
most usually by the senior student of the seminary. Our
rambles were frequently along the west bank of the
Mississippi below St. Louis, and beyond the site of the
United States Arsenal, where at that time several Irish
wood-cutters had erected their shanties, for the purpose
of supplying the passing steamboats with fuel. They
owned light skiffs, which were used for gathering drift-
wood, chiefly on the islands and shores of Illinois
opposite the city, while they were obliging enough to lend
our students the boats and oars to cross the river, which
was there about an English mile in breadth. But, as we
learned from direction and a little experience, the
tremendous force of the Mississippi currents, especially
in the mid-channel deeps, required great exertion and
strength to overcome. We always expected to land in
Illinois, by drifting some considerable distance below
the point for starting, and then in order to get back,
we were obliged to hug the banks closely in the still
water, before we could ascend to the station for re-
turning. We became in due course pretty expert at the
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oars, but it was always a very fatiguing effort to cross
and recross the broad and deep-flowing river. =~

The original Agonquin name of the Mississippi is said
to have been Meche Sebe, a spelling still commonly
used by the Louisiana Creoles. Father Laval modernised
it into Michispi, while another Father Labatt softened it
into Misispi. The original discoverer Father Marquette
added the first, and some other explorer the second *“s,”
making it Mississipi. Thus the French spell it with one
*p,” even at the present day. At that time, when the
colony of Louisiana had been purchased for the United
States, it was generally thus written ; but, the Americans
added another ““p,” and thus we have an overloading the
original name for the ¢ Father of Waters’’ with so many
consonants. Not to speak of its upper courses, with
which we are not familiar, from the Des Moines River
downwards, to the mouth of the Missouri, innumerable
wooded islands cover the Mississippi, The main channel
of that mighty stream is confined to ome wide sweeping
course ; but ramifications of stiller water steal rou_nd
those islands in various directions. Those sluggish
floods form sloughs, at a low state of the river; but,
from one main shore bank to the opposite, water and
islands included, the width is seldom less, and frequently
more, than an English mile in extent. .

The headlong, turbid floods of the Missouri as of the
Mississippi River tend to the alternate and constant
formation and sweeping away of islands along their
courses. Sometimes these are connected with the main-
land, and, for the most part, those to be seen can boast of
no great geological antiquity. The process of formation
is interesting. First, a sediment is deposited, which
gradually forms into a sand-bar; then, drift wood be-
comes lodged there, and a further obstruction arrests
more of the floating liquid mud. A reedy and willow
growth begins to shoot out, when the earth commences
to rise above the level; at low water, sand is blown in
among the shrubs, and, after the lapse of some years, a
growth of tall poplar and cotton-wood trees covers the
surface. That branch of the river having the lesser
width between the island and the shore is called a chute,
the French term for falling or shallow water; and, owing
to the process already described, this is often filled up, at
the head of a current, elsewhere diverted, by a gradual
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increase of soil, until the islet becomes connected with
the adjoining mainland. Sometimes the current takes
a new direction ; the underlying sand-bar is frequently
swepb away; the newly-formed islands cave in on one
side or on the other; so that, in & short time, many are
known to disappear, usually leaving sand-bars behind to
obstruct the navigation. In a similar way, those vast
streams make inroads on the low-lying alluvions, and eat
new channels through the soft soil, while often leaving
altogether the old courses. These latter form into stag-
nant swamps or lakes, poisoned with ooze and miasma,
and extending usually in crescent form among the alluvial
bottoms. Such geological changes, as have been already
described, are more frequent the further south we proceed
along the course of the Mississippi.

After landing on the Illinois shore, we sometimes
moored our boats, and left them for a time, to have a
ramble through gigantic woods and tangled jungles of
the Great American Bottoms. These swamps and flats
extend for several miles above Cahokia and opposite the
city of St. Louis. During the greatest flocds of the
Mississippi, waters pour over those lands and swell a
chain of lakes some miles inland, extending along the
coal-feld cliffs, and where the tableland of Illinois
properly begins. Decaying vegetation and green ooze in
many places cause fever and ague to prevail over such
formations of soil ; and, it is quite dangerous to inhale,
even for a short time, the malaria which hovers over
those spots. The smells prevailing are oppressive and
sickening, but the height and solitude of those thick set
and tall forest trees, with interlacing wild vines and
intermingled brambles, have a sublimity and beauty all
their own in form and feature. Frequently, however,
the woods ring to the crack of some hunter’s rifle, and
Dbirds of game are abundant in this wilderness, while the
lakes teem with fish. On a slight elevation over the
lower morasses had been built the French and Indian
village of Cahokia. There, and very remote from inter-
course with city friends, dwelt in his humble frame
house and near his small church a most estimable priest,
Father Loisel, a native of St. Louis—for at that time,
Tllinois belonged to our diocese. On one occasion, we
had a walk of some two or three miles to pay him a visit,
when he received us with great cordiality and kindness,
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The people of his congregation were of mixed French and
Indian descent, while it was a very curious and an
interesting study, to observe the blended characteristics
of two races, the gay and lively Creole with the serious
and swarthy Indian. Their costumes were peculiar in
many respects, several of the men especially being
dressed in buckskin trappings, and wearing mocassins.
That gentle priest belonged to one of the most respec-
table St. Louis families, and often he crossed over to visib
his friends there ; but, he lived in the most simple and
primitive style among his docile flock, greatly esteemed
and beloved by all who had the honour of his acquaint-
ance. Weinspected his church, cemetery and village, but -
for a short time; for, it was necessary we should hasten
homewards, ere the hour might be too late, and lest we
should lose the way to our boats, scrambling through the
dense woods.

Unless we are greatly mistaken, the founder of Du-
buque, in the State of Iowa, is buried in the Catholic
graveyard of Cahokia, southwards from and, at some dis-
tance down the Mississippi, nearly opposite to St. Louis,
and at the mouth of that creek bearing the same name.
The death date of Dubugue—from him the city wasnamed
—had been inscribed on an humble tomb there, which we
have seen, and as we believe, from our recollection, if
precedes the present century. We have often thought it
strange indeed, that so little interest should be mani-
fested in putting on record the early annals and traditions
of western towns and localities, while those recollections
are yet fresh in memory, as at a future day the past inci.
dents of their progress and social life should prove so
serviceable for the antiquary’s and historian’s purpose.
This, in some slight measure, we purpose to accomplish,
so far as Missourl is concerned.

CHAPTER IV.

Boundaries, Latitude and Longitude of the State of Missouri—Its
Area—Early Irish and Norsemen Expeditions to North America—
St. Barinthug’, St. Mernoc’s and St. Brendan’s Voyages—Legen-
dary and Historic Accounts.

BeroRrE proceeding further with our illustrative sketches

of life and scenery regarding the people and territories

we are going to describe, it may be well to give some
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information relative to the situation and physical charac-
geristics of Missouri. Lt forms one of the largest among
the United States, and it was the first that had been
formed west of the Mississippi river. This state is
bounded on the north by Iowa, from which it is separated
for about thirty miles towards the north-east by the
Des Moines river; on the east, the Mississippi river
forms a well-defined boundary which divides it from the
States of Illinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee; on the
south, it is bounded by Arkansas State ; and on the west,
by the new states denominated Kansas and Nebraska,
From these latter two divisions it is partly separated by
the Missouri river. With the exception of a small
projection, between the St. Francois and the Mississippi
rivers, which extends to 36°, the present State of
Missouri lies between 36° 30’ and 40° 36 north latitude ;
and between 89° 10’ and 96° west longitude. It includes
.about 285 miles in its greatest length from east to west,
and about 280 in extent from north to south. It includes
an area of 67,380 square miles, or 43,123,200 acres. Only
2,938,425 of these were improved in the year 1850 ; since
which period, however, several millions of acres have
been brought into cultivation, and have undergone &
variety of improvements. The number of statute acres
in Ireland is 20,327,196 ; so that by comparison it may
be seen, how the State of Missouri is more than double
the size of the Emerald Isle.

Toform correct impressions about thereligious, political,
or social state of a country or people, we must have a
previous knowledge of their history. Long distant ages
previous to the discoveries of Columbus, it is now a well-
ascertained fact, that Europeans made their way to the
far shores of America. Among those adventurers, the
Irish and Norsemen are noticed in history. At this
distance of time, however, little information has come
down to us that may be regarded as authentic or reliable
in details,. Two -holy Irishmen, known as Saints
Barinthus or Barrindus, and Mernocus, are stated in
various legf‘ada.ry records to have reached the great
western ¢ Land of Promise,” about the beginning of
the sixth century. From this they are said to have
returned to Ireland and to have given an account of
their adventures to St. Brendan, whom they found at.a
place afterwards Latinized Saltus wvirtutis Brendomi.
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The latter thereupon resolved to verify in person the
wonders he had heard, and accordingly he began the
repﬁmrations for hig departure. The voyage of our Irish
t. Brendan was a current tradition over Europe, from
the time he lived in the sixth century; and the legends
of his life relate wonders which opened on his vision
when he landed on the shores of a vast territory, through
which he proceeded westwards until arrested by an
angel on the banks of a great sea or river. Could this
have been the Mississippi? We may speculate and
inquire ; yet, it seems not possible to state anything
more with certainty. Were the legends—as they often
are—resolvable into the sober facts of history, we might
very fairly conjecture, that, neither the French nor
Spaniards could claim to be the earliest white men who
discovered it. If St, Barindus, St. Mernoc or St. Brendan
first sighted its waters, and trod the wilds on its banks,
they also first erected the Cross, and offered probably
“the clean oblation,” while hallowing a land which
afterwards was destined to invite myriads of Irishmen,
and millions of Christians, from climes the most remote.
From times the most archaic, a beautiful Irish legend
or tradition, known as ‘The Land of Youth,” had
fired the warm Celtic imagination. It was supposed to
have extended out in the Atlantic Ocean, while its inhabi-
tants were thought to be exempt from old age and its
numerous infirmities. The land abounded in all manner
of delights. There can be little doubt that, from a very
remote period, among the inhabitants of Ireland widely-
spread ideas about the existence of a great and distant
western continent prevailed. They had even reached it
and landed.
St. Brendan was one of the most perfect among the
saints. His childhood bhad been formed by St. Mida.
He already directed many disciples, when God inspired
him to travel. He desired that God should give him a
land isolated in the midst of the sea and far from men.
‘While intent on these thoughts,a voice from on high spoke
to him in his sleep. ¢¢Brendan, servant of God, know
that the Lord hath heard thy prayer.” Then there came
to him a saint of the name of Barinthus, to whom the
Lord had revealed great things during his voyage, and
-Brendan said to him, ‘¢ Relate to us the word of the Lord,
.and console our soul, by the story of the wonders thou



24 LIFE AND SCENERY IN MISSOURL

hast seen, and as found worthyfor thy virbue to meet with
in the waters of ocean.” Barinthus began to speak to him
in these terms:—¢‘My son, Mernocus, who was in my
monastery and a procurator for the poor, stole away one
day. Fleeing far from my face, and wishing to lead a
solitary life, he found an island in the sea.” This was
near a mountain of stone, and’ it was called the “Island
of Delights.” Mernoc was enchanted with its products,
and he dwelt there. Long after, it was told to Barinthus,
that Mernoc had around him numerous disciples, and that
the Lord had revealed great wonders through him. Bar-
inthus sailed for three days ; and ab the end of that time,
having a revelation regarding his approach, and taking a
band of disciples from their cells, Mernoc went to meef
him at the sea-shore. Apples, nuts, roots, and other
kinds of vegetables were provided for the repast of his
guests, and religious exercises occupied their time. One
night while Barinthus and Mernoc were watching fo-
gether and rambling over that island, the latter led his
master to the banks of a sea, off the western coast. A
bark stood there, and then he said to Barinthus, “ Enter
this bark with me, Father, and let us sail to the west;
there is an island called the ¢ Land of Promise for the
Saints,” and it is the abode that God has destined for
those who will come after us in the latter times.” They
began to sail, but thick clouds soon covered them, so
that they could hardly discern the prow or poop of their
bark. But, at the end of an hour or so, an immense light
shone round them,and soon appeared a most spacious land,
abounding in herbage and fruits. Drawingup their bark
on the shore, they penetrated into the land, where for
fifteen days they wandered, without finding any bounds to
it, or apparently any inhabitants. However, they had
reached a great river which flowed from east to west;
and, by a stretch of imagination, might not this have
been the Ohio? They were about to cross that great
river, when the splendid apparition of a man, saluting
them by their proper names, stood before them, and cried -
out: “Well done, good brothers, for the Lord hath
revealed to you this land, which He has reserved for His
saints. At this river, you have reached the middle of
this island. Tt is not allowed you to travel further, but
return to that place whence you set out.” Then Barin-
thus asked him who he was or how he should be .called.
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The spectre replied, * Why do you ask whence I am, or
swhat should be my name? Why do you not rather ask
me about this island ? As you see it now, so has it been
from the beginning of the world. For dayis always here
without a shade of darkmess. Our Lord Jesus Christ
himself is its light,” The voyagers then set out on their
return journey to the shore, with the bright stranger
accompanying them. Here they took to their bark, and
the apparition vanished. Darkness again fell upon them,
but at last they reached the “‘ Island of Delights.” There
they were joyfully received by the monks, who had long
given them up for lost, on account of the length of time
they had been away.

The storied traditions of Ireland must have awakened
Brendan’s imagination. With quick resolve, choosing
four of his disciples, he confided to them his project for
going in search of the land of saints. Brendan took them
as his comrades. For six weeks they fasted, breaking the
fast only every third day. On the fortieth day, they
ascended a mountain top, and there built a barlk that was
to bear them. It was very light, but solid, with a deck
supported by posts; they covered it with well tanned ox
hides, and carefully pitchied the seams. Two similar cover-
ings were kept in reserve, and they took provisions to
last for more than forty days. Finally they erected and
solidly planted the mast, and made in a serviceable man-
ner the sails and rest of the rigging.

More than one thousand years ago, when St. Zngus
the Culdee, wrote his “Book of Litanies” in Ireland,
he invoked the sixty holy companions that sailed with
St. Brendan, on his high emprise. So that the story of
his voyage is not a modern romaunt; neither was it re-
garded as a myth in the eighth century. And if so many
persons went on board, the vessel in which St. Brendan
sailed could not have been of insignificant size.

After a variety of most wonderful adventures, the Irish
voyagers sailed forty days, and as then they drew nigh
to an island a fog inwrapped them. It was so thick, that
they could scarcely see each other. An hour passed
thus, when they suddenly found themselves surrounded
by a great light. Before them lay a spacious land full of
trees, loaded, as it were, with autumn fruit. Everything
they beheld was most delightful, and in_that land their
senses were refreshed with very agreeable odours. For
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forty days they travelled through it, but they saw no
night, nor did they discover any end of that country.
Owing to these circumstances, as related, some have
thought they arrived in the present Greenland. They
came to a large river traversing the island, when a young
man—supposed to have been an angel—came to them,
embracing them with great joy. He saluted them by
their names, and he said: “Blessed are they that dwell
in thy house, O Lord ; they shall praise thee for ever and
ever.” And he said to Brendan, ¢ This is the island that
thou hast so long sought. Thou didst not find it im-
mediately, because God wished to reveal to thee those
wonders, that he has hidden in the vast ocean.
Return to the spot of thy birth, and bear with thee—for
this is allowed—as many of these exquisite fruits and
precious stones from this land as thy vessel can Lold.
At a time still distant, when persecutions shall come
upon Christians, this land shall be shown to thy succes-
sors.”” The angel added, ‘“ that the land of the west was
always thus rich and fruitful, and that it had no night,
because Christ was its light.”

One of our most admired national poets, Denis Florence
MacCarthy, in his most charming  Voyage of St. Bren-
dan,” has thus versified this mandate of the angel :—

¢ Seek thy own isle—Christ’s newly-bought domain,

‘Which Nature with an emerald pencil paints ;

Such as it is, long, long shall it remain
The school of truth, the college of the saints;

The student’s bower, the hermit’s calm retreat,
The stranger’s home, the hospitable hearth,

The shrine to which shall wander pilgrim feet
From all the neighbouring nations of the earth.”

Then Brendan loaded his vessel with the delicious
fruits and brilliant stones of that happy country.
favourable wind bore him back to his monastery. We
may well suppose, it rejoiced the heart of St. Brendan
and of his companions once more to behold the head-
lands of Kerry, when homeward bound they sought its
shores. This country was destined to claim him as chief
patron, while its future cathedral was to rise in honour
of him. From this holy traveller, a very high and
remarkable mountain in the western part of Kerry was
named Brandon Hill. Near its summit, there is a fine
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spring of water. This mountain, which now bears ‘his
name, was his favourite retreat; and the remains of an
oratory, in which he ministered, are still visible on its
summit. Even that part of the western ocean, into
which the river Shannon disembogues itself, has been
called by Camden, Mare Brendanicum, or the Sea of
Brendan. )

The adventures of the sea-faring abbot and of his com-
panions were related to their friends in Kerry. In a
short time afterwards, their prolonged voyage and
wonderful discoveries were circulated throughout all the
monasteries in Ireland, During his life, Brendan did
not write an account of their seven years’ travels and
adventures. Soon, however, the verbal narrative was
placed upon record, by those whose fertile imaginations
supplied lapses of partial information or defect of memory,
and prodigious fables were told regarding the far western
land. Throughout the British Islands and over the whole
Continent of Europe, the ‘‘Navigatio S. Brendani”
became one of the most popular romances of the middle
ages. - The unknown vast tract beyond the Western
Ocean received the name of Irland it Mickla, or Great
Ireland, in the Northern Sagas. Irishmen and Scandi-
navians had even landed and lived there, for fully three
centuries before the birth of Christopher Columbus. On
conjectural Italian maps, the Land of St. Borondon or
Brendan was seen by that renowned navigator, and the
accounts of it he'had read caused him to make a special
voyage to the north of Europe, before setting out on his
first great adventure across the Atlantic, in 1492, The
results of his dicoveries are now well known matters of
history, nor need we allude more in detail to particulars,
which shall ever have an abiding interest for all infelli-
gent individuals of the human race, and most of all for
inhabitants of the New World.
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CHAPTER V.

Early French Explorations on the Mississippi—Father Marquette—
French Colonization—War between France and Spain—French
Settlements in Missouri—Foundation of St. Louis by Pierre
Laclede Liguest—Louisiana ceded to Spain—First Catholic Mis-
sions in Missouri—A Slander corrected.

As the Spaniards, through Hernandez De Soto and his
company, had first discovered the Mississippi by means
of their expedition organized in 1539, and as they had
ascended this river so far as the present site of New
Madrid, in Missouri, while they wintered near the
Ozark Mountains during 1541-42; so, the French,
desirous of extending their newly-formed Canadian
colony, had resolved on reaching that great river, which
the Indians informed them flowéd from north $o south.
‘Whereupon, Jean Baptist Talon, who was Intendant of
Nouvelle France—subsequently known as Canada—had
engaged Father Jaques Marquette, S.J., with one Joliet,
a merchant citizen of Quebec, and three others, to set
out from a bay off Lake Michigan, in order to explore
the course of that river. Accordingly, they ascended
Fox River, and guided by some Algonquin Indians,
while carrying birch-bark canoes on their backs through
the woods, they first reached the Wisconsin River, and
sailing down its current to the junction, the morthern
Mississippi opened on their gaze, the 17th of June, 1673,
near the present site of Prairie du Chien, in the state of
Wisconsin. With great delight, those fearless adven-
turers sailed out on the mighty stream, and floated
down its course, until they reached the embouchure of
the turbid Missouri River. Following this highway as
they proceeded, the adventurous missionary dispensed
redemption without money or price, and holding inter-
course with those Indians they found along the banks,
the French were received in a very friendly manner.
From that day of discovery and when the celebrated and
saintly Father Marquette afterwards floated down the
river, which he then named of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, and past the site of St. Louis, over two hundred
years have already elapsed. He opened the way to
heaven for thousands of the Red Men, and with the
dawning of Christianity on the wilderness, civilization
began to extend.
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After some occagional delays, Marquette and his
companions sailed southwards, until they reached the
mouth of Arkansas River, and there having ascertained,
that the Mississippi found its exit in the Gulf of
Mexico, they formally took possession of the territories
they had discovered in the name of the French King.
Fearing their stock of provisions might fail them,
they now resolved on returning. With great difficulty
and labour, working against the current, they reached the
Illinois River, which they entered in July, 1674, having
spent more than a year exploring the countries bordering
on the Mississippi. Soon Joliet retured to Quebec, with
a report of their proceedings; but, Father Marquette
remained in the country near the present Chicago, where
he laboured to convert the Miami Indians. Beside Lake
Michigan, the holy missionary calmly expired, on_the
19th of May, 1675, and he was buried near that river,
which still bears his name. In the year 1677, some
pious -Ottawa Indians took up his remaing, and placing
them in a box of bark, they were carried to his former
mission chapel at Michilimackinac. For two hundred
years the site of this grave was lost to tradition, but in
1877, it was discovered by Very Rev. Edward Jacker, a
missionary at Pointe Saint Ignace.

Some years passed away, before the French were able
to send colonists to establish stations at commanding
points in the western territories. At length, from the
north-east, over the lakes and forests, came their civiliza-
tion to the River Mississippi. This influx, Catholic in
itself, gave a Catholic name to the giant stream.
Spanish civilization—Catholic also to the core—came
from the south-west. Arriving at the same great river,
consecrated to the Divine Spirit who guides the destinies
of men, the Spanish adventurers called it the Rio del
Espiritu Sancto. Thus was it dedicated to God and to
civilization, by the first settlers in the desert wastes,

On the 2nd of March, 1699, the French Commandant
Lemoine d’Tberville, with two ships, entered the mouth
of the Mississippi from the Gulf of Mexico, and sailing
up the river, he took possession of the country on either
bank, naming it Louisiana, in compliment to Louis XIV.,
King of France. This was intended to include a vast
unexplored territory, extending from the sources of the
Mississippi to its outlet, and under the able Governor-
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General of New France, Louis de Baude Comte de
Frontevac, arrangements were made to build forts and
to colonize that whole region with French or Canadiens.
However, war breaking out between England and
France interrupted that project for a considerable time ;
although early in the eighteenth century, Anthony
Crozat made energetic efforts to carry out explorations
and colonization to develop its commercial resources,
but those attempts were not cordially seconded by M. de
1a Motte Cadillac, appointed Royal Governor of Louisi-
ana in 1712. Towards the close of the seventeenth
century, the Recollect Father Jaques Gravier planned
missions to the Cahokia and Tamarois Indians of Illinois,
and these he subsequently carried out; when soon the
Osages and Missouris, who kept up a friendly intercourse
with those tribes, sent ambassadors to the missionary.
He welcomed them with true cordiality. The village of
Cahokia—to which we have already alluded—was one of
the oldest French settlements among the Illinois, and
early in the last century, it became the depot for a
considerable fur trade. When the Company of the
West had been chartered, a small French settlement
was established at Fort Chartres—a log structure in
1718, and the place was afterwards known as Kaskas-
kias. There Father Jean le Boullenger began a regular
mission, and a church dedicated to the Conception of
our Blessed Lady was founded. He was chaplain to the
French troops there stationed, under the command of
Lieutenant Pierre de Boisbriant. About this period,
southern Missouri was entered by M. de la Motte and
some other adventurers, while these discovered the lead
region, and they commenced some diggings on the
Maremec River. At a much earlier date, French ex-
plorers had entered the mouth of the Missouri River,
when they ascended even to the mouth of the Kansas.
There they met with kind and hospitable treatment
from the Indians.

In the midsummer of 1718, Bienville descended the
Mississippi, and then he selected a site for the capital of
Louisiana. On the 25th of August, eight hundred emi-
grants arrived to colonize it from France and in three
vessels. Among them were eighty convicts. These all
disembarked at Dauphine Island. A city was founded
on the eastern bank of the Mississippi, and it was called
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New Orleans, in honour of the French Regent. Tts
inhabitants were recruited, likewige, with hardy emi-
ants from Canada. The vastness and prosperity of
that city, destined to become the outlet and an emporinm
of the greatest valley in the world, were predicted soon
after its early settlement. :
The following year war was declared between France
and Spain. Unfortunately its evil influences were soon
communicated to the American colonists of the rival
nations. As a result, in 1720, the Spanish government
determined to take the whole province of Louisiana from
French control, In order to accomplish this object, they
thought it necessary todestroy thenation of the Missouris,
then situated on the Missouri River. These Indians were
in alliance with the French, and they zealously espoused
their interests. The Spanish plan was to excite the
Osages to wage war with the Missouris, and then it was
their purpose, to take part in the contest. Accordingly,
an invading expedition was fitted out from Santa Fe for
the Missouri, in 1720. If resembled a moving caravan
of the desert, consisting of armed men, with women, and
whole families, who were set in motion. Horses and
mules, with herds of cattle and swine, served for food or
carriage on the route. These were taken along, to aid
in establishing a new colony. However, during their
march, the Spaniards lost their proper direction, so that
their guides became bewildered. These led them to the
Missouri tribes instead of towards the Osages. Uncon-
scious of their mistake—both tribes speaking the same
language—they believed themselves among the Osages,
instead of being with their enemies. Without reserve,
they disclosed their designs against the Missouris. They
even supplied these with arms and ammunition, to aid
in their own extermination. The Missouri great chief
concealed his real thoughts and intentions, while he
evinced the greatest joy. He promised, when they
should have rested three days after their march, to join
the expedition with them. Meantime, the chief engaged
to assemble his warriors, and to hold a council with the
old men of their tribe. Just before the dawn of that day
upon -which the company had arranged to march, the
Missouris fell upon their treacherous enemies, and de-
spatched these with indiscriminate slaughter. However,
they spared a priest, whose dress convinced them he was

®
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a man of peace rather than a warrior. They kept him
for some time, as & prisoner ; but, he finally made his
escape. He was the only messenger t0 bear back intelli-
gence to the Spanish authorities, regarding the just
return upon their own heads of a treachery they had
intended to practise upon others. To arrest any further
attempt of the Spaniards from advancing into Upper
Tonisiana, a French post was designed for the Missouri.
To make all necessary arrangements, M. Burgmont was
despatched from Mobile to the Missouri River. He ook
possession of an island in that river, above the mouth of
the Osage. Upon this island, he built a fort, which he
named Fort Orleans. Meantime, war between the
French and Spaniards continued. Those Indians who
had been leagued with the respective colonies—Louisiana
and Florida—carried on their marauding excursions.
The usual atrocities of savages in war attended this evil
state of things. About the same time, Fort Chartres
was constructed, by M. Boisbriant, on the Mississippi,
ander the instructions of the king. = A fort and trading-
post for the Company were erected at the mouth of
Blue HEarth River, on the St. Peter’s, by Lesueur. He
was accompanied by a detachment of ninety men, to
conduct this enterprise. On his arrival at the mouth of
the Osage, Burgmont found the different tribes engaged
in a sanguinary warfare. This prostrated all trade, and
rendered all intercourse with the Indians extremely
hazardous. At length, the treaty of London, signed on
the 17th of February, 1720, ended this war.

Tn the meantime, Fort Orleans had been completed
and occupied. The fur trade now engaged the attention
of the French, since the search for precious metals was
found so far to be delusive. Their success was more
assured in that profitable branch of trade. Soon after
the declaration of peace, between contending tribes of
Indians, Fort Orleans was attacked and totally des-
troyed. All the French occupants were massacred,
Nor is ib yet known, by whom that bloody work had
been perpetrated. However, Burgmont had now turned
his attention towards effecting a reconciliation with the
Tndians. This he happily accomplished in 1724. The
French seem to have been fated for disappointment and
disaster in America, during the early part of the seven-
teenth century. Their troubles with the Indians in-
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creased ; the Bank of France, under John Law’s direction,
and which promised so fairly, had proved worse than a
bubble ; several of their expeditions had resulted in the
loss of large numbers of valiant and learned men, as also
of valuable treasure and live-stock. At length, in view
of these disasters experienced, the directorate determined
to surrender their charter into the hands of the Crown.
Discouraged and disappointed, the Company resolved on
retiring from the American wilderness, where failure
only had attended their efforts. Their petition for dis-
solution was readily granted. By proclamation, dated
April 10, 1782, Louis XIV. declared the Province of
Louisiana free to all his subjects, with equal privileges
for trade and commerce,

About the year 1755, the French began to settle at
Ste. Genevieve on the western bank of the Mississippi.
Those who followed the wild lives of hunter and trapper,
however, are known to have penetrated far into the
interior, long before that period. But, of their strange
adventures few records now remain., In 1762, the firs
French settlement in morthern Missouri, and on the
banks of that river above its junction, was at Village du
Cote, now called St. Charles.

‘While the loss of Canada was pending, a secret negoti-
ation between France and Spain had been entered upon,
$0 that in 1762, the whole province of Louisiana, Upper
and Lower, was transferred from the former to the
latter power, For a long time after this had occurred,
the western colonists appear to have remained ignorang
of their relations toward either country as subjects, since
Spain left them to manage their affairs without making
any change. Under such conditions, the French were
enterprising as usual, and Pierre Laclede Liguest’s
expedition marks an epoch in the past and future of
Missouri. With his intention of developing an extensive
Indian trade, this enterprising man resolved on selecting
a suitable site for colonial settlement, when he had
arrived near the junction of the Missouri and Mississippi
Rivers. At the head of a small band of brave and
hardy Frenchmen, Laclede—the name by which he is
now known—started from New Orleans on the 3rd of
August, in the year 1763. Among these were two
youths, brothers, afterwards the well known and

respected citizens of St. Louis, Auguste and Pierre
c
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Chouteau. Every man of them was a Catholic, and of
French origin, striving to do his part for life eternal as
well as for the present life—their religion, like their.
business, was a part of themselves. The Catholic
missioner was not far off; for the French were busy
colonizing the great western territory. Father Meurin
crossed the great river of the Immaculate Conception,
in a canoe from Cahokia, and he offered the Holy Sacri-
fice of the Mass, in the open forest. Thus a blessing
fell upon the colonists and upon their work. Thus, the
august Vietim was immolated in the virgin forests of
Missouri.  Religious feeling and practice then bound
the new land in a golden circle of Catbolic unity. The
journey of Laclede and of his companions up the Mis-
sissippi had been attended with extraordinary labour and
fatigue. The usual mode of ascending this great stream,
at that time, was by means of keel-boats. To their
prows were attached long ropes, called cordelles by the
French. When oars could not be worked against the
strong current, those cables enabled the crews, on either
bank, to haul their craft along a great part of the
voyage.

The Missouri town of Ste. Genevieve had then become
& place of some importance—having a considerable trade in
lead and peltries—and at the end of three months, on the
8rd November, it was reached by the laborious efforts
already described. However, Laclede deemed it necessary
to ascend nearer to the mouth of the Missouri river,
and, without much delay, he proceeded to Fort de Chartres,
.on the Illinois shore, and near where Kaskaskia now stands.
It was still in possession of French troops, although by the
terms of a late treaty, the Illinois territory had been trans-
ferred to England. Pursuing the main object he had in
view, Laclede went further towards the north to explore
the country, and, landing on the present site of St. Louis
-City, he examined the locality, and felt satisfied it must
:guit his requirements. He then returned to Fort de Char-
tres, and spent some time in collecting men from its neigh-
‘bourhood and from Ste. Genevieve. These resolved on
prosecuting their future fortunes with the adventurers from
New Orleans; and, on the route, when they had arrived
.at the settlement of Kahokia, then known as Notre Dame
de Kahokias, several other French families there agreed
to part for the new trading post, which they deemed a
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1ocality much more healthy, and in every way more eligible,
than that they had already selected. They set out, and
took formal possession of i, on the 15th Feb. 1764, La-
clede and his party landed on that site, to which they gave
the name of St. Louis, in honour of the Patron Saint of
France, and of its reigning King, Louis XV. The
country around was then a wilderness, only tenanted by
wild animals, and the still more dreaded savage and prowl-
ing Indian tribes, who regarded, with mingled fear and
jealousy, those encroachers on their primeval forests and
broad prairies. The lines for a modest town—since grown
to the proportions of a magnificent and populous city—
were soon traced ; trees were cut down, and huts erected ;.
block-houses were constructed for protection, and armed
against surprise. Those daring adventurers, with great
perseverance, first subjected Missourian soil to the genial
influences of social industry, of commerce, and of Christian
civilization. )

At that time, Mons. D’Abadie had been constituted
Director General, as also Civil and Military Commandant
over Louisiana, by the French. In April 1764, he was
directed to proclaim to his compatriots the international
transfer of that fine province ; but, so grieved was he for
the loss of Louisiana by France, that soon afterwards, it
is said to have hastened his death. However this may
be, as the Spaniards had not a sufficiency of troops or of
colonists to take possession, an influx of French from
Canada and from the Illinois country began to crowd
into the settlements west of the Mississippi, to escape
from British rule, as the late war had created a rancor-
ous feeling among them. In 1765, Captain St. Ange de
Belle Rive, a French Cavnadian, had evacuated Fort de
Chartres, with his garrison ; and accordingly, leading his
officers and about forty soldiers, he removed to St. Louis,
in the month of July. By acclaim of the inhabitants, he
was then appointed Governor of Upper Louisiana, of
which that town was then regarded as the capital.
However, that province was allowed by the Spaniards
o remain for several years under French laws and juris-
diction. Thus, for a long time after their transfer, the
French colonists seem to have been unaware of its
actual existence; and therefore, when Pierre Laclede
Liguest named St. Louis in honour of King Louis XV.
of France, he thought only of that monarch as being
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his sovereign, although the King of Spain had then °
obtained possession of Louisiana. It was otherwise, on
the Tllinois side of the Mississippi, where all the French
forts had been surrendered to the English in 1763,
according to provisions contained in the Treaty of
Paris.

Meantime, one haughty spirit refused submission to
the rule of England in the western territories, and this
was the celebrated Indian chief Pontiac. He was a
remarkably well-looking man, possessed of great natural
abilities, and restless in courage and daring. - After the
war had ended in Canada, by the surrender of Quebec in
1759, and even later, when the French were wholly
discomfited, their brave and devoted ally Pontiac
retired to the western forests and organised an immense
confederacy among the Algonquin tribes, whom he
urged to make simultaneous attacks on the colonial
towns and settlements. He besieged Detroit for five
months, and be made several desperate attempts to
reverse the fortunes of war, especially in Michigan. He
even attempted to persuade Captain St. Ange de Belle
Rive to hold Fort Chartres against the English. When
all his efforts failed, Pontiac retired to St. Louis. In
the year 1769, contrary to the advice of Mons. St. Ange,
he resolved to visit the Kaskaskia Indians. Notwith-
standing his confidence in them, Mons. St. Ange wished to
dissuade him from the purpose expressed, and reminded
him of the unfriendly feeling prevailing among the
British occupants. Pontiac’s answer was : ¢“ Captain, I
am a man ; I know how to fight. I have always fought
openly. They will not murder me; and if any one
attack me as a brave man, I am his match.” He went
off to an Indian entertainment, at Cahokia; he was
feasted, and then he got drunk. He retired into a wood,
where he was struck by a Kaskaskian Indian with a
packamagon or war-club. The skull was completely
fractured, and death ensued. An English merchant,
named Williamson, had bribed the ruffian murderer, as
stated, with a barrel of rum, and with the promise of a
still greater reward, if he executed that barbarous deed.
That murder roused the vengeance of all the Indian
tribes friendly to Pontiac. It brought about successive
wars, and the almost total extermination of the Illinois
tribes. Thedead body of the murdered chief was brought
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by his friends to St. Louis, and with deep regret, on the
part of the French, it was interred near a fort, which
once stood not far away from the present intersection of
Broadway and Cherry Streets.

Very liberal arrangements were made by Captain St.
Ange de Belle Rive in and after 1765, for dividing the
lands about St. Louis, in favour of the settlers, Allotments
with title were inscribed in the ¢ Livre Terrien,” while
choice of quantity and location seems to have been fairly
apportioned. Yet, for want of exact surveys and descrip-
tion, in all cases, numerous litigations and law-suits
succeeded, especially when the lands were known to rise
in value. New colonists began to arrive, and St. Louis

.grew apace. Better houses than the first rude log huts

were erected, and the adjoining lands were industriously
tilled. Under a mild and patriarchal form of government,
simplicity of habits, and happy social relations seemed to
warrant a peaceful existence, and a prosperous future for
the thrifty settlers.

The company established by Laclede at St. Louis chiefly
engaged in the prosecution of the Fur trade. Hunting
and trapping constituted the chief occupation of the inhabi-
tants of this and of all the neighbouring villages, during
along time, as the fur trade was, in fact, the leading
branch of commerce in all Northern and Western America,
for fifty years before and after this period. Laclede had
a monopoly for the trade of the Missouri river, and of the
country west of the Mississippi, as high as the St. Peter’s.
The furs were generally taken to Canada, whence they.
wére shipped to European ports. Four years were con-
sumed, in getting returns of European goods, which also
came through Canada. Thence were they conveyed, and
with great difficulty, to the remote Western settlements,

When the secret treaty became fully known to the
French residents of New Orleans, a revolt took place
in 1766. Then, they indignantly drove out the Spanish
Qaptain-General, Don Antonio d'Ulloa, with the Spanish
groops. A Spanish officer, named Rious, soon arrived at
St. Louis, with some Spanish troops. These were,
probably, soldiers, who had been driven out of New
Orleans by the French. In the name of his Catholic

_ Majesty, Rious took formal possession of Upper Louisi-

ana, on the 11th of August, 1768. Yet, no record has
been left, to prove his exercise of any civil authority
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there ; St. Ange continuing to discharge official func-
tions, for a long time afterwards; and, on the 17th of
July, 1769, Rious, with his troops, evacuated Upper
Louisiana, and returned to New Orleans. Meantime,
those French inhabitants, to whom we have already
alluded, continued in their state of revolt, until the
Irish Governor of TLouisiana, Count O’Reilly, arrived
there. He was born at Baltrasna, in the County of
Meath, A.p, 1722. - He entered the Spanish Service in
the Hibernian Regiment, and had seen much service in
European wars. This Governor sent to take possession
of Louisiana for the Spanish King, had the following
list of titles: ‘“Don Alexander O’Reilly, Commander of
Benfayon, of the order of Alcantara, Lieutenant-General
of the Armies of His Most Catholic Majesty, Inspector-
General of Infantry, and, by Commission, Governor and,
Captain-General of the Province of Louisiana.”  Pro-
moted to be Field-Marshal, he was subsequently sent to
Havana, which he newly fortified and strengthened, and.
later, was sent in June, 1768, to recover Louisiana, At
once, he took possession of Lower Louisiana; but, he
enforced submission from the disaffected leaders, by acts
of great severity. Doubtless, Rious aided the Governor,
with those troops he had withdrawn from St. Louis, as the
settlers there peacefully yielded to the new domination
of the Governor, and of the Intendant-General. O’Reilly
immediately established laws for the regulation of the
whole Province. However, as a consequence of his
severity, he made many enemies in Louisiana, and in
1769 he was recalled to Spain. In the year 1770, and
on the 29th of November, the Lieutenant-Governor, Don.
Pedro Piernas, arrived at St. Louis, when he became the
Civil and Military Commandant of Upper Louisiana.
But, it does not appear, from any record or other evi-
dence, that he entered upon the exercise of his functions,.
until the month of February following., The French
Inhabitants—soon joined by a Spanish element of popu-
lation—were readily reconciled to the change of
dominion, for Piernas terpered all his official acts with:
a spirit of mildness and wisdom. This procedure
characterized the course of nearly all his successors..
Such measures were, indeed, imperatively required, and
especially towards men, who had come with ill-humour
under the Spanish power, and who would not, other-
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wise, have hesitated to follow the example, already
set by their countrymen, at New Orleans. A policy
thus pursued, brought with it the strongest attachment
to Spain. The just administration of the Spanish
Government in St. Louis, the liberal spirit with which
grants of valuable lands were made, in connection with
the advantages which the trade of the country presented,
soon attracted emigration .from the Canadas, and from
Lower Louisiana. Settlements were formed, likewise,
along the Missouri and Mississippi rivers.

This early Spanish system of government, in the main,
was paternal and equitable, and it was well adapted to the
time, place, and circumstances, where it existed. The
people were then few in number, while they were remark-
ably simple and primitive, in. all their tastes and habits.
The government was purely despotic. All powers were
united in the Lieutenant-Governor, under the control of
the Governor-General of Louisiana; yet, there are but few
instances, in which officers of the Government abused the
high powers and trust, confided to their hands. All the
Lieutenant-Grovernors, who exercised power there, were
considerate in their actions, and they were held by those
inhabitants who knew them, in grateful remembrance,
with the single exception of Fernando de Leyba. He was
regarded, as a corrupt and an arbitrary despot; while his
conduct and character were calculated to excite contempt
and distrust, as we shall soon have occasion to unfold.

Meantime, the religious wants of the settlers were not
neglected. The earliest record in the old Cathedral Register
of St. Louis is dated 1766, and it states, that the Sacrament
of Baptism was administered in a tent for want of a church.
From that date to a.p. 1772, St. Louis was visited generally
twice a year, and sometimes oftener, by Father Meurin,
¢ Pretre de Notre Dame des Kahokias.”” It was also
visited by Father Gibault, ¢ Pretre, curé de I’Immaculée
Conception des Kaskaskias et Vicaire General de Mgr.
I'Eveque de Quebec.” This priest was eminently popular,
and he warmly espoused the cause of American Independ-
ence, when the Colonists raised the standard of revolt
against England. From the Illinois country, Father
Gibault occasionally visited the Colonists, for the adminis-
tration of Sacraments and other missionary duties. The
first Priest, who seems to have resided permanently at St.
Louis, was Father Valentine, a Capuchin Friar. His
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records, yet preserved in the Cathedral Register, run from
1772 to 1775. The earliost of the entries, in the Baptis-
mal Register, indicates the use of the volume: *To
inscribe the Baptisms of the Parish of St. Louis, State of
Illinois, Province of Louisiana, Bishopric of St. James of
Cuba.” 'Sometimes, when the infants of trappers or half-
breeds were being christened, monsieurs and dames of
noble quality acted as sponsors, for a fraternity prevailed
there, such as is now unknown. Again, we find from the
same authentic source, that Father Valentine, in 1774,
blessed a bell, for use in the chapel. In that same year,
steps were taken, to erect a church in St. Louis. The
records of the proceedings are found among the Spanish
archives, now in the keeping of the City Circuit Court,
This church, built of timber, was sixty feet long, by thirty
feet wide, and it was surrounded by a porch, five feet in
width. This structure was completed, about the middle
of 1776. Meantime, Piernas had been succeeded in his
office of Lieutenant-Governor, by Don Francisco Cruzat,
inaugurated in 1775.

Just after this epoch, Father Bernard arrived, bearing
credentials from “Father Dagobert, priest of the Order of
Capuchins, Superior and Grand Vicar of the Mission of
Louisiana, in the Bishopric of Havana, Father Bernard
was formally installed, in May, 1776, under the governor-
ship of Francezco Cruzat. His credentials conferred upon
him the title and office, Cure of the Parochial Church of
St. Louis of the Illinois, post of Paincourt, with all rights
and dependencies, ¢ upon the charge of actual and personal
residence there, and not otherwise.” These credentials
were duly witnessed by the Governor, and deposited among
the Government archives. The Catholic Church in Sf.
Louis thus passed from an undefined missionary field to
become a regularly constituted parish. There Father
Bernard officiated, from A.p. 1776 to 1789, the most mo-
mentous period of American history. In the year1778, on
a return voyage from New Orleans to St. Louis, Laclede
was seized with a mortal illness, and breathed his lagt
near the mouth of the Arkansas River. There in the
solitary woods his remains were buried, and in a grave
now unknown.

In his turn, Cruzat wassupplanted by Don Fernando de
Leyba,who succeeded as governor, in the year 1778, Some-
times there were personal wrongs which demanded redress,
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but this never savoured of aught that was sordid or covetous.
The early days of St. Louis abound with instances, pre-
senting a social picture, the simple beauty of which it is
difficult to improve. In our days of social refinement,
when the wounds inflicted upon reputation are soothed
and healed, through the intervention of legal tribunals,
and by the liberal application of a golden salve, the case,
which I am about to cite, will prove refreshing to the right
minded. On the 3rd December, 1778, Mrs. Therese Charon,
wife of John B. Petit, presented her petition to the lieu-
tenant-governor, in which she states, that one Baptiste
Menard had grossly defamed her character, in presence of
Miss Delor and Mrs. Ladouceur. She asks, that he be
required to prove his assertions, and in default thereof,
that he be imprisoned, until he malkes public reparation ab
the church-door on a Sunday, for her honour which he
had tarnished. On that same day, the lieutenant-governor
issued an order, requiring Menard to prove what he has
said against the complainant, or to make retraction, under
such penalties as may be adjudged. On the following day,
Menard presents his answer, in which he says, inasmuch
ag the lieutenant-governor gives him choice of punishment,
he accepts that of the public reparation, and he declares,
also, that what he said of Mrs. Petit was said maliciously
and wrongfully, while under the influence of drink ; that
she is a woman, whose character is above reproach, and
that he asks pardon of God, of the king, and of Mrs. Petit,
beseeching her to forgive him, promising to respect her on
all occasions, and praying the lieutenant-governor to
receive the declaration, which he offers to make to the lady,
where it may be deemed proper. On the same day, the
lieutenant-governor adjudges, that his declaration is nob
sufficient, unless it be made publicly. He orders, moreover,
that the defendant be led, on the Sunday following, to the
church-door of the parish, and after the termination of
High Mass, then that he shall make the reparation offered -
in his answer, and in the same terms. He shall be im-
prisoned fifteen days, likewise, by way of example, and
besides, he shall pay the costs of the proceeding against
him. Furthermore, Jean Baptiste Lachapelle, a police
officer, certifies that, on the 5th December, 1778, the above
gontence was published, having been executed in his pre-
sence, and before the public of S8t. Louis.
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CHAPTER VI,

Increase of the Missouri Settlements—Trade with distant Places—
The Difficulties and Dangers of River Navigation—The American
Revolution—National Wars between England, France, and Spain—
The People of St. Louis expect an Attack, and begin to prepare for
their Defence.

TxE transfer from France to Spain, under the Treaty of

Cession, having become thus completely effected, the popu-

lation and resources of Upper Louisiana began to extend.

8o early as 1767, a few miles to the south of St. Louis, on

the banks of the Mississippi, Delor D. Tregette founded a

small settlement or village, called Carondelet, after a

French baron bearing that name. This village was

humorously designated Fide Pocke, or ‘“ empty pocket,”

by the St. Louisians, in mockery of the simple unenter-
prising characteristics of the inhabitants, and that even to

a comparatively late period; their chief trade being the

supply of firewood, meat, poultry, fish, and vegetables to

the more prosperous townsmen of St. Louis. At present
the latter city has grown southwards, to the very bound-
aries of the minor and delightfully-seated city of Carondelet.

In 1769, Les Petites Cétes, subsequently St. Andrews, and

now St. Charles, was permanently established through the

enterprise of Blanchette Chasseur. In 1776 Beaurosier

Dunégant founded the pleasantly-situated village of Floris-

sant. In honour of the King of Spain the name was

subsequently changed to St. Ferdinand ; but -the latter
denomination has been long discontinued, except as con-
nected with the church and noviciate, now under charge
of the Jesuits. Florissant is at present a suburb of St.

Louis. Other small settlements sprang up on the borders .

of the two great rivers, the Mississippi and the Missouri,

as also through the interior parts of the country.

The French people residing at St. Louis and at Fort
Chartres carried on a regular trade with the north, up the
1llinois river, and by a portage thence to Lake Michigan,
and upwards still to Mackinaw. There they sold furs and.
purchased necessary goods for the Indian trade 5 so that to
these two places the commerce of St, Louis was mainly
confined for many years, and indeed until after the change
of rule to the American Government. The French, at Fort
Chartres, likewise traded with the Osage Indians, then resid-
ing on the Osageriver, and not far from its mouth. These
Indians visited the fort for trading purposes, and they
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travelled by land, crossing the Mississippi river a short
distance above the present Ste. Genevieve, and at a place
called Isle aux Bois, or Woody Island, The traders from
this fort or station ascended the Mississippi and Missouri
rivers in canoes to their respective villages. The French
Government had a regular fort and officers at the mouth
of the Kansas river, among the Kansas Indians; and, a
French woman, bearing the name of Madame Belletre,
who afterwards resided and died in that place, was born
there even before the foundation of St. Louis. Voyages
of exploration had been made up the Missourl river by
several enterprising Frenchmen. One of these expeditions
under the command of De Laverandiere, or De Laverandrie,
started from Canada and travelled by land. Those com-
posing it ascended the Yellowstone river for a considerable-
distance. They passed above the mouth of the Big Hora,
omne of its tributaries ; but there the commander or some
of his men desecrated or destroyed an Indian temple or
monument, and, as a consequence, they were all massacred
by the Indians. For along time it was thought keel-boats
could mot be moved against the rapid currents and along
the tangled, sandy, or mud banks of the Missouri river;
at length, however, under the guidance of & person named
Labrosse, a St. Louis Merchant, Mons. Gregoire Sarpy
sent a keel-boat which arrived safely at its destination.

At this time, communication with New Orleans was rare,
and at irregular intervals. Between it and St. Louis, only
a few voyages, through means of keel-boats, were made
each year; New Orleans furnishing groceries chiefly in
exchange for the peltries and furs of Missouri, Although
Spain claimed exclusive navigation on the Mississippi
river ; yet she was not able to protect her subjects from
the rapacity of pirates, who were formidably organized,
especially when intercourse began to grow more frequent,. -
and when a temptation to plunder was more strongly
excited. The early efforts of St. Louisians, and of citizens
belonging to Virginia, as also from other northern and
eastern settlements in the course of their trading expedi-
tions, were attended with formidable hardships and dangers.
These were encountered in attempting the navigation, and
their results were then of a character now difficult to
describe. During the long continuance of their trading
and passenger trips, the oars of hardy voyageurs alone moved
their slow and heavily-freighted bark against a rapid
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current, while sometimes they were obliged to land on
either bank and tug at ropes. Occasionally, when the
southern breeze sprung up and filled the sails, some rest
from their toils was experienced ; but, their anxiety and
vigilance never. ceased, since almost any moment might
expose them to perils of fortune or even of life.

During the war for independence, St. Louis was far
away from the scenes of battle; yet, no doubt, the sound
of conflict,and the cries for freedom, came borne on theeast-
ern breeze, from the Atlantic slopes. Then French heartsin
St. Louis beat responsive in the struggle, and they sympa-
thized with Americans, in alliance with their own country-
men. If proof were needed, we find it in the French
character, in their national antagonism to Encland, and
also in consequence of that part the King of Spain had
taken in favour of United States’ independence. A little
‘before and about this period, several very material changes,
in those political relations which had previously existed
between the European powers claiming the northern
portion of the American continent, had been effected.
Such modifications considerably influenced theactions of the
Canadians, and of the native Indian tribes. That territory,
on which St. Louis stood, as also that on which several
other towns had been located, together with all the sur-
rounding country, had been claimed by the Illinois Indians.
However, the red men of the forest acquiesced in the
aggression of the whites, and these had never been molested.
hitherto, in the acquisition of lands and possessions.

About this time, Spain was contending with England for
dominion over the Floridas. Before and in the month of
February, 1779, Colonel George Rogers Clarke, under the
authority of the State of Virginia, had struck many severe
blows against the British power, which had various forts,
especially on the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. One of the
strongest posts was known as St. Vincent’s, now called
‘Vincennes, in the present State of Indiana. This fort was
then in possession of the English, serving under Governor
Hamilton. The zealous and enterprising Clarke was in the
neighbourhood of St. Louis, about the beginning of 1779,
and engaged in raising men from among the French inha-
bitants of Cahokia and Kaskaskia, for the purpose of
re-capturing St. Vincent’s. TUnderstanding from some
good source, that an attack was meditated upon. St. Louis,
by a large force under British influence, with that chival-
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rous spirit which has earned for him one of the brightest
pages in American history, at once Clarke offered to the
Lieutenant-Governor Leyba all the assistancs in his power
to repel the contemplated attack, This offer of assistance
was rejected, on the ground that no danger was really
apprehended. However, the townspeople were seriously
alarmed regarding their safety. In expectation of an
assault, Silvio Francisco Cartabona, a government officer,
had gone to Ste. Genevieve for a company of militia, to aid
in defending the town in case of necessity. At the begin-
ning of May, he returned with sixty men. These were
quartered on the villagers, and they were relied on for
protection.

‘When the rumour of an attack upon St. Louis had at
first spread abroad, the people began to organize their
means for defence. However, the commandant Leyba did
everything in his power, to dissipate their anxiety. He
endeavoured to assure them, that there was no danger,
and that the rumour of a supposed attack was quite false.
His conduct became so inexplicable and suspicious-looking,
especially after the events we are about to relate had
transpired, that it was freely said, by the St. Louisians, he
had been the real promoter of the assault, that he had been
connected with the British leader, and that he had been
bribed into a dereliction of duty towards his own pecple,
and which, as matters fell out, if Providence had not
averted, his designs must have doomed them to utter de-
struction. At that time, their town was almost destitute of
defensive works ; but, the inhabitants, amounting to little
more than a hundred men, immediately proceeded to
inclose it with a species of rampart. This was formed with
the trunks of small trees, which were planted in the ground,
and the interstices were filled up with earth, Thisrampart
was some five or six feet high, It started from a half-
moon fort, which was situate on the Mississippi river, near
the present Floating Docks. The ditch ran thence a little
above the brow of a hill, and in a sort of semi-circle, until
it reached again the Mississippi, somewhat abovea bridge,
which afterwards was on Second Street. Three gates or
barriers were formed on its face ; one gate being near the
bridge, and two other gates were on the hill, at those points
where the roads issued from the north-western and south-
western parts of the common fields. At each of those
gates, a heavy piece of ordnance was mounted. Gunners
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kept it continually charged, and in good order. Having
completed those preparatory defences, and hearing no
more about the Indians, it was supposed the expected
attack had heen finally abandoned. The winter of 1779
passed away, and the ensuing spring came; still, nothing
wag heard regarding the invasion. The inhabitants were
thus lulled into a false security, and, at length, they were
led to suppose that their apprehensions were groundless,
In the month of May, their labours of planting were over;
while those peaceful and happy villagers gave themselves
up to such pursuits and pleasures, as suited their simple
tastes and social requirements.

CHAPTER VIIL

Combination of the English and Indians for an Attack on St. Lonig—
Premonitory Symptoms—The Eve and the Day of Combat—The
Assailants repulsed—Leyha’s Conduct—Incidents during and atter
the Fight.

Ax expedition was fitted out, by the British Commandant,

at Michillimakinac, in 1780, upon his own responsibility.

He intended to conquer the towns, on the right bank of

the Mississippi. Numerous bands of Indians, living on

the Lakes and along the great river, such as the Ojibeways,
Menomenies, Winnebagoes, Sioux, Sacs, &c., were collected.
‘Together with these, a Iarge number of recreant Canadians,
amounting in all to over fourteen hundred irregulars and
red men, besides a considerable body of regular British
troops, were embodied. They reconnoitred for several
days, from the shores opposite to St. Louis, and by scouts
lurking in ambush, along the western banks of the river.

Those invaders meditated a complete surprise and capture

of the French inhabitants. Atlength, the 26th of May was

the date fixed for this attack. The combined forces were
prepared, and these had assembled on the eastern side of

‘the Mississippi.

A few days before the attack had been made, an old man,
named Quenelle, who was a resident of St, Louis, had
gone over to the mouth of Kahokia Creek, on a fishing
excursion. 'While watching his lines on the south bank
of the creek, he heard a slight noise at the opposite side.
On looking up, he beheld an acquaintance,who had formerly
resided in St. Louis. However, the man absconded, on
account of some crime which he had committed. His
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mame was Ducharme, and afterwards, it was ascertained,
that he had been one of the chief leaders in the attack
upon St. Louis. His strange and sudden appearance, as
likewise the circumstances under which he had left St.
Louis, and the rumour respecting its meditated attack ; all
these reasons combined, induced Quenelle to refuse Du-

- charme’s invitation to cross the creek. The wary fisherman
was confirmed the more in his refusal by observing a few
moments afterwards the bright eyes of several Indians
glaring upon him from out of those bushes, in which they

-lay, yet imperfectly concealed. * Come over,” said Du-
charme, ““I have something very particular to tell you.”
¢ No,” said Quenelle, * your request is not intended for
my benefit, nor for the gratification of your friendly
feelings. Though I am an old man and bald, yet I value
my scalp too highly to trust myself with you and your
friends.” Sosaying, the fisherman promptly re-embarked
in his canoe. He crossed over to St. Louis, and without
delay, he there informed the Commandant of what he had
seen and heard. The people became alarmed, when such
tidings reached them. " However, instead of commending,
Leyba called his informant an old dotard, and ordered him
to be put in prison. This strange proceeding had the
effect, notwithstanding, of calming the people’s minds, and
of banishing apprehension from them.

The 25th of May, on that year, brought the Festival of
Corpus Christi. This was a day highly venerated by the
inhabitants, who were all Catholics.  Had the assaalt
then occurred, in all probability, it must have proved
fatal to them ; for, after Divine worship and procession,
all the townspeople, men, women, and children, had been
accustomed in their holiday attire to gather strawberries,
which grew wild on the prairies near the town. At that
season, very abundant and fine were the fruits there, and
fonnd also through the woods. The town, being left per-
fectly unguarded, could have been taken with great ease ;
while the unsuspecting inhabitants, who were roaming
about in search of fruit, could have been massacred,
scarcely without any resistance. Fortunately, however,
a few only of the enemy had crossed the river, and after-
wards ambushed themselves in the prairie. The villagers
frequently came so near them, 'durin% the course of this
day, that from their places of concealment, the Indians
could have reached those strollers with theirhands, But
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they knew not how many whites were still remaining in
the town. During the absence of their coadjutors, those
red men feared to attack, lest their pre-concerted plan
might be defeated. On the 26th, the main body of the
Indians had crossed, and these marched directly towards
the fields, expecting to find the greater part of the villagers
there. Im this calculation they were disappointed, how-
ever, few only among the tillers having gone out to view
their crops. These persons perceived the approach of
their savage foes, and immediately they commenced a
retreat towards the town. One man named Mons. Chan-
cellor had gone on that day before the attack began to the
prairie, for the purpose of getting strawberries. Rig
wife, his two daughters, and an American—the first that
had ever lived in St. Louis—accompanied him in a cart,
which was drawn by two horses. When they perceived
Indians prowling about, those excursionists immediately
fled towards the town. While driving onwards, Mons.
Cbancellor was seated before and driving, while the
American was posted behind, in order to protect the
women, who were in the middle. During their flight,
the American was mortally wounded. As he was falling
out of the cart, Chancellor seized him, and threw him in
the midst of the women, exclaiming, “These Indians
shall not get the scalp of my American.” At the same
time Chancellor was struck by two balls, which broke his
arm, in as many places, and above the elbow. ~His wife,
too, received a bullet through the middle of her hand ;
the elder daughter was shot through the shoulder im-
mediately above the breast, and the younger was struck
on the forehead,—however, the ball glanced aside, and it
merely stunned her. All this family had a most provi-
dential escape ; for the moment Mons. Chancellor arrived
at the town gate his horses dropped dead, having been
pierced with several wounds while madly galloping home-
wards, impelled by the owner’s shouts and whip. Most
of the townspeople followed that road, which led to the
upper gate, and fled nearly through the mass of hostile
Indians. These fired on the fugitives, and a shower of
bullets rained among the terrified citizens. Had those
who discovered their savage foes in the prairies fled to
the lower gate, they could have escaped ; but, the greater
part of them heedlessly took that road which led to the
upper gate, and through the very midst of their enemies,
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Thus were they exposed to the whole effect of the Indians’
fire. About twenty persons, it was computed, met their
death, while endeavouring to get within the entrench.
ments. While attempting to escape from the woods,
where he had been hunting, into the town, a Mons. Bel-
homme had his thigh broken by a ball, fired from an
Indian’s gun. He managed, however, to crawl towards
thegrea,t bend of a pond—probably that afterwards known
as Chouteau’s, and opposite to a mill. In the evening,
when the Indians had disappeared, he began to call aloud
for help. Finding this unavailing, Belhomme fired his
gun. He continued firing, until all his ammunition was
expended. The people in the town heard the report of
this gun, but fearing that the Indians were still Iurking
about, they dared not obey that signal of distress. The
unfortunate man was found dead a few days afterwards,
having perished, it was thought, from loss of blood and
through hunger. A Mons. Julien Roy was pursued by
an Indian, who wished to take him prisoner. Finding that
his enemy gained on him at every step, the Creole finally
determined to give him battle. Roy then turned, and
taking deliberate aim, he fired full at the savage’s head.
The Indian’s jaw-bone was shattered, and he fell. Mons,
Roy ran up to him, and tearing his shirt, he compas-
sionately bound up the wound. That Indian felt grateful
for such treatment ; and, with true heroism, the red man
guarded Roy through the ranks of his dusky brethren
into St. Louis, whither he had been flying.

This rencontre greatly alarmed those, who remained
in the town, and immediately a cry was raised, ‘To
arms! to arms!” From every direction, the townsmen
rushed towards the works, and threw open the gates to
save their brethren. The Indians next advanced, slowly
but steadily, towards the ramparts. Although thus
taken by surprise, and almost deprived of hope, owing
to the vast superiority in numbers of their assailants,
the courageous inhabitants determined to defend them-
selves to the very last extremity. Soon as the attack
commenced, neither Cartabona nor his men could be
seen. Either through fear or treachery, the greater part
concealed themselves in a garret, and there they ignobly
remained, until the Indians had been repulsed. Thus,
being deprived of a considerable force, in consequence of
this shameful defection, the defenders were still resolute

D
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and determined. About fifteen men were posted at each
gate ; the rest were scattered along the line of defence,
and in the most advantageous manner possible. When
within a proper distance, the Indians began an irregular
fire. This was answered with showers of grape-shot from
the artillery. For a while, the contest was very warm
and animated ; but, on perceiving that all their efforts
must prove ineffectual, on account of the intrenchments,
and being deterred by the cannon, to which they were
unaccustomed ; not being able to make a nearer ap.
proach, those Indians suffered their zeal to abate, and
then they deliberately retired. At this stage of affairs,
the Lieutenant-Governor made his appearance. Bein,

an invalid, he went, or rather he was rolled, in a wheel-
barrow, to the scene of action. The first intimation he
received, of what had been going on, was given by the
discharges of artillery, on the part of the inhabitants.

It is traditionally stated, that immediately, he ordered
several pieces of cannon, which were posted in front of-
the Government-house, to be spiked and to be filled with
sand. In a very peremptory tone, Leyba commanded
the inhabitants to cease firing, and to regain their
houses. Those posted at the lower gate did not hear the
order, and consequently kept their stations. The Com-
mander perceived this very legitimate non-compliance,
and then he ordered a cannon to be fired at them. They
had barely time to throw themselves on the ground,
when the volley passed over them. The shot struck
against a wall, and tore a great part of it down. These
proceedings, as also the whole tenor of Leyba’s conduct
since the first rumour of an attack, gave rise to grave
suspicions of treachery, on the part of the Lientenant-
Governor. Under the pretext of proving, that there was
no danger of an attack only a few days before it actually
occurred, Leyba had sold to the traders all the government
ammunition. Thus, the townspeople should have been
left perfectly destitute and defenceless, had they not
found in a private house eight barrels of powder,
belonging to a trader. This they seized, in the name of
the Spanish King, upon receiving the first alarm. Those
very singular circumstances gave birth to the strongest
possible aversion for their commandant, and which
evinced itself, for a long time afterwards, in execration
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of his base character, whenever his name was mentioned
in presence of those who had known him.

0 soon as it was ascertained, that the Indians had
retired from the neighbourhood, the inhabitants pro-
ceeded to gather the slain, and to bury their bodies,
that lay scattered in all parts of the prairie. Seven
were at first found, and buried in one grave. Ten or
twelve others, in the course of a fortnight, were dis-
covered, in the long grass that bordered the marshes.
The acts of the Indians were accompanied by their
characteristic ferocity. Some of their victims were
horribly mangled. With the exception of one indi-
vidual, the whites, who accompanied the Indians, did
not take part in the butcheries that were committed. A
young man, named Calve, was found dead; his skull
- had been split open, and a tomahawk, on the blade of
which had been written the word, ¢ Calve,” was sticking
in his brain. He was supposed, to have fallen by the
hand of his own uncle. The burial records of brave
men, who fell in that little battle, are still to be found in
the St. Louis Cathedral, and their dust is mingled
with the ground upon which it stands.

None of those within the entrenchments were injured,
and none of the Indians were killed on this occasion; at
least none of their dead were found. Their object was
not plunder, for they did not attempt during their
retreat, to take with them any of the cattle or horses,
that were left out on the prairie. Nor did they attack
any of the neighbouring towns, where the danger to
them must have been lessened, and the prospect of
success should have been greater. The chief or only
object, they had in view, seemed to be the destruction of
St. Louis ; while this greatly favoured an idea, that the
red men were instigated by the English. This, too,
especially when connected with other circumstances,
gave rise to a prevailing belief, that Leyba was their
aider and abettor. Thus ended an attack, which might
have proved destructive to the rising town, and which,
owing to the number of the enemy and to the danger
incurred, was highly calculated to impress itself deeply
upon the minds of those, who were participators and
witnesses. It formed an era in the history of St. Louis,
so that the year, in which it occurred, was long after-
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wards designated by the inhabitants as L’ dnnée du Coup,
or *‘the year of the blow.” .

In the Cathedral Register of St. Louis, Father Bernard,
the Capuchin Missionary, records as a fact, that on the
26th of May, 1780, he interred, in the cemetery of the

arish, the bodies of Charles Bizet, of Amable Guion, of

alvet, son, and of a negro, belonging to Chancellier.
This jndicates the early existance of a servile class in St.
Louis, which now is happily redeemed from the blighting
consequences of slavery. Those men already named were
massacred by the Indians, and by their abettors, while
their corpses seem to have been the first recovered, when
the townspeople dare venture from their entrenchments,
after the foe had decamped.

CHAPTER VIIL

Complaints against Leyba, made to the Governor-General—Leyba’s
Deposition and Death—Francisco Cruzat reappointed Lieutenant-
Governor—Great Flood in the Mississippi—Character of the early
St. Louisians—They erect New Fortifications—The ¢Voyageurs’
and Buccaneers on the Mississippi—Some traditional Accounts of
perilous Encounters between them—Trade and Education during
the last Century in Missouri.

THE people of St. Louis were thus preserved, but indig-
nation was manifested towards their governor. Repre-
sentations of Leyba’s conduct, together with a detailed
account of the attack, were sent to New Orleans, by a
special messenger. There can hardly be a doubt, but
popular passions and prejudices greatly exaggerated his
reputed acts or omissions of duty, during the period of
their great danger. We must not forget to state, that in
reference to events, which created so great a sensation,
the village school-master, John B. Trudeau, educated in
Canada, had composed a satiric French song, dramatic
in character and with the verses set to music. These
were originally sung by the settlers, and in our own
time, by many descendants’ of the earlier residents. The
song was entitled, ¢ Chanson de I’Année du Coup,” and
it was presented to the Governor-General of Louisiana,
at New Orleans. The first two verses, we shall here
venture to introduce—
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LE GOUVERNEUR:

Courrier, qu’y a-t-il de nouveau?
Tu parais troublé du cerveaus
Les Illinois sont-ils conquis ?
Les Anglais ont ils pris le pays?
Tu parais tout déconcerté ;

Quel grand malheur est arrivé?

LE COURRIER:

Grand Général, tout est perdu,
§’il n’est promptement secouru ;
Nous avons été attagqués,—

Nous sommes encore menacés ;
Beaucoup de monde ont été tués,
Sans pouvoir secours leur donner.

Nor did Trudeau spare his countrymen, the Canadians,
for their mercenary and unnatural conduct, in turning
their arms as English auxiliaries against the people of
their own race and kindred. One of the deplorable results
attending foreign congquest, however, is to denaturalise
conquerors and conquered. While the latter, in Canada,
had been chained to the car of the former, although they
served as a local militia, yet were the Canadians intensely
disloyal, until their disaffection culminated in the danger-
ous rebellion of 1837. Then, under General Papineau, a
Canadian, with General Brown, an Irishman, and formerly
editor of the Dublin Comet and Parson’s Horn-Book, the
provinces of Upper and Lower Canada were all bub lost
to England. In early life, Greneral Brown rented and
worked the Ballykileavan Flour Mills, near Stradbally,
Queen’s County ; where he wasa resolute and an effective
local agitator, during the anti-Tithe War, before removing
to Dublin, and subsequently to Canada. There, too, he
warmly espoused the Canadian demands for freedom.
That country, in 1837, was nearly altogether denuded
of regular troops. Especially Orange Irishmen and Govern-
ment officials or hangers-on were embodied in Quebec,
and elsewhere, 10 serve as volunteers against the rebels,
until a large military force could arrive in summer, when
the ice broke up and opened the St. Lawrence. All
this is a matter perfectly well known to the writer, who,
when at Quebec in 1842, found the Canadians intensely
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hostile to the British residents, and even then desirous of
shaking off a yoke, sointolerable to their national feelings
and interests. The remedy was soon found for this dig.
affection, by the Home Government. Insolent foreign
officialism was curbed and regulated ; Canada was allowed
the inestimable blessings of home rule, with power to
make its own laws; the Canadians were appointed to
public offices and administrations, being placed on a foot-
ing of perfect equality and comparative freedom with
other British colonists. At the time we were speaking of,
during the last century, the English conquest of Canada
was freshly in the recollections of its inhabitants, but
still more freshly was the fall of the Irish General, Mont-
gomery, who led an American army, to the walls of
Quebec ; and, afterwards, the adroitness and policy of
the ruling power there brought

Canadiens sans cceur, sans honneur,
Faites égorger vos fréres, vos sceurs,

as Trudean’s song described such a complication of outrage
and baseness, after the attack had failed. The whole
text of the French songappeared, in the S¢. Louis Reveille,
issued on the 17th of February, 1845, and it is there
found, with a freely versified English translation, by Mr,
J. M. Field. Itis headed, ¢ Ballad of the Year of the
Surprise,” and as we have given already the first two
verses of the original complete, so do we present the
rendering of these in metre. The song supposes a dia~
logue, between the Governor-General and a messenger,
arriving from St. Louis:
- T GOVERNOR :

Courier, say, what is the news

That seems thy fancies to confuse ?

What! Have we lost the Illinois ?

The English—do they the land enjoy ?

Downhearted thus ! speak, courier, say,

What great misfortune has happened, pray ?

COURIER :

Oh, General, General, all is lost,

If not redeemed with speed and cost,

We’ve been by savages attacked— *
They threaten us, still, by others backed
Ever so many, alas | were killed ;

Unable to aid them, with grief we're filled.
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The result was, that the Governor-General reappointed
Francisco Cruzat to the office of Lieutenant-Governor for
Upper Louisiana. Aware that precise statements, regard-
ing his course and conduct, had been forwarded to the
Governor-General at New Orleans ; fearful of the conse-
quences, and unable to bear up under the load of scorn and
contempt, which the inhabitants heaped upon him ; Leyba,
filled with shame and remorse, died a short time after
the attack. Hewas suspected by manyof having hastened
hisend by poison. Perhaps, however, his contemporaries
have too severely misjudged his defects of character and
of action ; for, it is consoling ab least to find recorded, on
the testimony of Father Bernard, andinthe Cathedral regis-
ter, that Don Ferdinand de Leyba, Captain of Infantry in
the Battalion of Louisiana, and Commandant of St. Louis,
after having received the Sacraments of our Holy Mother
the Church, had his body inhumed, immediately in fron$
of the right hand balustrade of St. Louis’ 0ld Church, on
the 28th of June, 1780. His will had been made on the
10th of that month, but it is remarkable, that an inven-
tory taken of his property declares, how he died on the
very date assigned for his interment. It seems probable,
that, in either case, there must have been some mistake
of entry, or some error committed, in assuming the day
of his death for that of his burial.

TUpon his demise, Cartabona discharged the functions
of government, until the following year, when Cruzat
returned to St. Louis. He there assumed command as
Lieutenans-Governor, for a second term. There can
hardly be a doubt, that Leyba had been seduced into
defection from his duty, and that it was only the un-
flinching heroism of the St. Louis people, that saved their
infant outpost from utter destruction. Their defence
against this attack, and that bold spirit manifested on
the occasion, were in keeping with the deeds of their
brethren, the French, who took part in the American
Revolution ; while, their course of action has given them
the right to say that, on the occidental shores of the
Mississippi River, they had been the first to battle against
English oppression and English ambition.

During that second administration of Mons. Cruzat
was witnessed a rise of the Mississippi, in April, 1785,
and which has formed an epoch for the ancient inhabitants.
From its extent and volume of water, this has been called
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by them I’ Année des grandes Eauzx, or *“the year of the
great waters,” The river rose thirty feet above the
highest water mark then known ; the town of Kaskaskia,
was nearly swept away ; the lowlands on the eastern
shore of the Mississippi, and far back as the Illinois bluffs,
were so_completely overflowed, that men went through
the woods to Kaskaskia, in boats and barges. The bottoms
—as the level lands on river banks are invariably called
in the United States—being at that time but thinly
settled, this extraordinary rise caused little destruction of
property.

The early St. Louis people were not of a litigious dis-
position, Their petty quarrels, disputes, and bickerings,
were generally settled, by the heads of families, or by
their priests. ~ If litigation was resorted to, it was seldom
on account of any disgraceful outrage or dishonourable
breach of faith, but usually upon some difference, in the
interpretation of a contract.  The Lieutenant-Governor
was judge, and the principles of civil law were the rule
of action. The mode of procedure was by petition and
by answer, very similar to the practice and proceedings,
in existing courts of civil judicature.

Witnesses were generally sworn, with uplifted right hand,
making the sign of the Cross, and swearing to God. They
promised in the king’s name, to speak the truth. Superior
officers, such as commandants of posts, were not required
to swear. The officer, in that case, placed his hand
upon the hilt of his sword, and he was required to declare
the truth upon honour. Minors were only permitted to
be sworn, with the consent of their parents, and slaves
with the consent of their owners. Those unsophisticated
people were brave in danger, and patient in toil, as also
sober in their amusements and pleasures. In civic and
social habits, they were obedient to their rulers, irm in
their religious faith, trusting in God, and living in the
bonds of charity towards each other.

Under Cruzat’s administration were begun fortifications,
which were extended along the brow of the more elevated
part of old St. Louis. A plan of this city had been drawn
by order of Laclede in 1764, and another appeared in
1780, after its defences were formed by the Governor.
They are yet preserved in St. Louis, with the authentica-
tion of Auguste Chouteau, the companion of Laclede.
Those bulwarks for the town consisted of a square building,
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called the bastion, and it was situated at the northern
extremity of a hill, nearly opposite the half-moon.

circular fort was directly south of the bastion, and it was
located on what is now ‘called Olive-street. Amnother
circular building served for a fort and a prison, while it
lay south of that last mentioned, having been situated on
Walnut-street. There was a circular fort, in a line with
and south of the others, placed at the extremity of the
hill, near what was called afterwards Mill Creek; and,
finally, another circular fort arose, east of the latter, and
somewhat above a bridge near the river. Some of these
fortifications were provided with ammunition and artillery,
and one of the rude circular towers stood in the writer’s
memory. Soldiers were kept constantly on guard in them.
Those forts, besides, were connected together by a strong
wall, made of cedar posts and planted upright in the
ground. These were fitted closely together, and with
Ioop-holes for small arms pierced between every two.
Such precautionary defences had been dictated by that
danger, which actually occurred, and which was fresh in
the recollection of all, at the closing years of the last
century. Probably those fortifications had the effect of
preventing any further assaults upon the place. As a
matter of fact, the inhabitants were never afterwards
molested. Manuel Perez and Tenon Trudeau, succeeded
Cruzat, and were Spanish Governors of the province.

There had been a settlement of hunters and traders ab
the point, where New Madrid now stands, for some time
previous to the year 1787. At this period, a new village
was laid out there, under the direction of General Morgan,
from New Jersey, who for his public services had received
a large grant of land in that district. Those settlements
upon the upper Mississippi belonging to Spain, and in-
cluding the post at New Madrid, had been attached,
however, to the government of the Upper Louisiana
province. :

When trade and commerce began to increase on the
river, nests of pirates formed along its banks. At a
tributary of the Mississippi, now called Cottonwood
Creek, and known to the French settlers as La Riviere
aux Liards, two leading desperadoes, named Magilbray
and Culbert, had secured a station for ambush and sur-
prise, where, in course of time, their presence was greatly
dreaded. As communication between the ports of New
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Orleans and St. Louis could be effected only about once
a year, those robbers began a system of depredation
against the voyageurs, and bands of pirates were organ-
ised under their direction. Alarming and detrimental to
those who navigated the Mississippi, the boats were
generally well stocked and heavily laden, so that their
plunder brought wealth to the plunderers, and ruin to
the unfortnnate owners. About the close of the last
and the beginning of the present century, the Creole boat-
men from St. Louis to New Orleans had frequent occasion
to guard against surprises. When the keel-boats and rafts
started on their downward course, it was no unusual
sight to behold the greater part of the early St. Louisians
crowd to the bank of the Mississippi to witness their
departure. Very anxious and affectionate were the leave-
takings, between the voyageurs and their friends.

The Creoles’ lively carols, as they kept time with the
stroke of their oars, often was the signal for buccaneers
to prepare for action, and to rush from their places of
waiting, Armed at all points, they stealthily and
suddenly made towards the vessels, and compelled their
astonished and terrified crews to surrender at discretion,
or to run them on shore. This latter device, however,
was a vain alternative. There the bandits would follow
their helpless prey, and would divest them of all that
was valuable, generally leaving them at liberty either to
continue their route, or to return to their port of
departure,

This system of buccaneering was carried on with great
success, and it rarely happened, that a boat passed those
robbers unseen. Seldom, too, did they find one which they
did not pillage. Their depredations had the effect of nerv-
ing brave men, to embark on the flat keel-boats ; and, the
badge of a scarlet feather, defiantly placed in their hats
or caps, meant a challenge to fight on shore or river,
should any bandit appear in sight. Numberless tales of
daring and stirring adventure were current, along the
Mississippi’s course, towards the close of the last and
early in the present century,

- One such romantic incident, we shall here venture to
relate. In the spring of 1787, a barge, belonging to
Mons. Beausoliel, had started from New Orleans. It
was_richly laden with merchandize, and bound for
St. Louis. As the navigators approached Cottonwood
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Creek, a southern breeze sprung up, and bore their
vessel swiftly onwards.. This the robbers quickly
perceived, and immediately they despatched a company
of men by land, and higher up the river, for the purpose
of heading the crew. Such a manceuvre was successfully
effected, in the course of two days, and, at an island,
since called Beausoliel's Island. The barge had just
touched the shore, the robbers boarded it, and then
ordered the crew to surrender. The men were disarmed,
and guards were stationed in every part of their vessel.
She was soon under sailing orders for their destination,
and Mons. Beausoliel gave himself up to despair. He
had spent his whole fortune, in purchasing the barge and
its cargo. Now that he had been deprived of both, they
must have shared the fate of many similar ventures.
However, fortune had store for him, owing to the
sagacity and heroic daring of a negro, who was one of
the crew. By his cunning and courage, that dusky
slave rescued his property from the robbers.

Cacasotte, the negro, was rather under the ordinary
height, very slender in person, but of uncommon
strength and activity. The colour of his skin, and
the curl of his hair, alone told he was a negro; for
the peculiar characteristics of his race had given place
in him, to what might be termed beauty. His forehead
was finely-moulded, his eyes were small and sparkling
as those of a serpent, his nose wag aquiline, his lips were
of proper thickness ; in fact, the whole appearance of the
man, joined to his known character for shrewdness and
courage, seemed to indicate, that under better circum-
stances, he might have shone conspicuous in the history
of nations.

So soon as the robhers had taken possession of the
barge, Cacasotte began to make every demonstration of
uncontrollable joy. He danced, sang, laughed, and thus,
he soon induced the captors to believe, that they had
liberate