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JUDGE DAVID TODD



INTRODUCTION

HE purpose of this book has been to collect and preserve the history of

the judges and lawyers of Boone county, both those of today and those
who have finished their work. It has been difficult to obtain much information .
of some of the early lawyers, especially Messrs. Wheeler and Lane, who lived
in Smithton, although deed records, will records, court records and early
newspapers have been carefully searched. Itis a matter of regret that such
a book as this was not written by some one better qualified, and at a time
when more information could be obtained. But if it contains a few words of
praise justly due those who laid the foundations of such a noble profession in
this county, and if some of the valuable history of that profession can be pre-
served, it is believed that this book will fill a uselul place.

The author is indebted to Hon. E. W. Stephens for the articles about
Judge David Todd, Col. E. C. More and Col. Jas. H. Moss; and indebted to
Judge Jno. F. Philips, Judge Lewis M. Switzler, Senator Frank G. Harris and
Mr. C. B. Sebastian for the copies of the addresses delivered by them, appear-
ing herein. And thanks must also be extended to Jas. E. Boggs and R.S.
Pollard for many courtesies extended in the circuit clerk's office; to John L.
Henry and C. W. Davis for similar courtesies in the county clerk’s office; and
to Judge Jno. F. Murry for the use of the probate records.

An effort was made to secure pictures of all of Boone's early lawyers,
especially Hon. Jno. B. Gordon, Attorney General Wm. A. Robards, and
others, but relatives of those men have no pictures of them, and it is believed
that none are in existence. But it is fortunate that we have pictures of David
Todd, the first circuit judge, Lazarus Wilcox, the first county judge, Warren
Woodson, the first probate judge, and John Slack, the first justice of the peace.

While mention is here made of the many public positions held by the
lawyers and judges of this county, mention should also be made of the work
done by them outside of official positions, as counselors, many times without
fee or reward, as friends of the court, and as patriotic and public spirited
citizens of our county and our commonwealth. Many Boone county lawyers
have been active in churches, lodges and schools, and in numerous organiza-
tions of a military and civic nature; and some of them have become men of
state and national reputation.

In the history of Boone county, in the history of the various municipal-
ities and municipal townships of the county, and especially in the history of
our business and philanthropic organizations and in our county’s progressive
enterprises, the bench and bar have been prominent, and judges and lawyers
have done their whole duty. N.T.G.
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THE
BENCH AND BAR OF BOONE COUNTY

CHAPTER I

BAR ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS OF 1913-1915

President, N. T. GENTRY

Vice President, CHAS J. WALKER
Secretary, L. T. SEarcy
Treasurer, Harvey D. MURrry

FORMER PRESIDENTS

1860-1878, Opon GUITAR
1878-1908, WELLINGTON GORDON
1908-1913, Lewis M. SwITzLER

FORMER SECRETARIES

Curtis Fierp, Jr.
Lewis M. SwITzLER
C. B. SeBasTIAN

J. H. MURrry

Jas. E. Boces

H. A. CoLLIER

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

On May 9, 1913, Messrs. Lee Walker, M. R. Conley, Boyle G.
Clark and H. D. Murry, committee, reported to the Boone County
Bar Association the following Constitution and By-laws, which were
unanimously adopted.
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CONSTITUTION

ARrTICLE I-—NAME

Section 1. This association shall be called “The Boone County
Bar Association.”

ArticLe II—OsyECT

Section 1. This association is established to promote and main-
tain the honor and dignity of the profession of the law, to cultivate
mutual confidence and social intercourse among its members, and
for the promotion of legal science and the administration of justice.

ARTICLE III—MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Any member of the profession in good standing,
residing or practicing in Boone county may become a member by
a vote of the association on the recommendation in writing of two
members of the association in good standing. Any member of the
profession, not residing in, but practicing in Boone county, may in
like manner become a member of this association, having the privi-
leges of the same except the right of voting.

ARTICLE IV—OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES

Section 1. The officers and committees of this association shall
consist of a president, a vice president, a secretary, a treasurer, and
a grievance committee, consisting of three members; which said of-
ficers and grievance committee shall constitute a general executive
committee which shall manage all the affairs of the association subject
to the constitution and by-laws and shall hold their offices until their
successors are duly elected.

ARrTICLE V—MEETINGS

Section 1. An annual meeting, for the election of officers and
such other business as may be deemed proper, shall be held on the
third Monday in December of each and every year of which due notice
shall be given by the president and secretary.

Section 2. A meeting of the association shall be held during each
regular term of the circuit court at such time and place as may be
designated by the president or the executive committee which shall
be called a “term meeting”.
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Section 3. Special meetings may be called by the president or
executive committee at any time, and also upon the written request
of five members of the association, at which no business shall be
transacted except such as shall be designated in the call. Seven mem-
bers of the association shall constitute a quorum at any meeting.

Section 4. The officers elected as above provided shall assume
their duties immediately after their election, and if for any reason
officers are not elected at the time for holding the regular annual
election, an election of officers shall be held at the first regular “term
meeting” thereafter and the officers so elected shall immediately as-
sume the duties of their office.

ArTicLE VI—ANNUAL DUES

Section 1. Each member of the association residing in Boone
county shall pay two dollars annually in advance on or before the
second Monday of December of each and every year and no member
of the association delinguent in the payment of his dues shall be
entitled to vote.

ArticLE VII—SUSPENSIONS

Section 1. Any member of the association may be suspended
or expelled for misconduct in his relation to this association or in his
profession on conviction in such manner as may be prescribed by the
by-laws.

ArticLE VIII—ELeEcTIONS AND TERMS

Section 1. All elections to membership or office shall be by
ballot and all officers and committees shall be elected at the annual
meeting held for that purpose on the third Monday in December,
and shall hold office until their successors are duly elected. Any
vacancy in office may be filled by the executive committee until the
regular annual election or until the next term meeting at which said
office may be filled by election.

ARrTIiCLE IX—FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Any member of the association residing in Boone
county who shall fail or neglect to pay his annual dues for a period
of six months after they become due shall forfeit his membership
in the association and the secretary upon receipt of notice of such
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delinquency shall strike his name from the rolls, provided that such
member shall be reinstated upon the payment of his dues at any time
within six months thereafter, nor shall any delinquent member be
entitled to vote at any election.

BY-LAWS

I. PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT

The president, and in his absence the vice president, shall preside
at all meetings of the association.

II. SECRETARY

The secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meet-
ings and of all other matters of which a record shall be deemed ad-
visable by the association, and shall conduct all correspondence of
the association with the concurrence of the president. He shall notify
the officers and members of their election and keep a roll of the mem-
bers and shall issue notices of all meetings.

III. TREASURER

The treasurer shall collect and disburse all the funds of the asso-
ciation and render an account annually or oftener if required. He
shall keep regular accounts which shall be at all times open to the
inspection of any member of the executive committee. His accounts
shall be audited by the executive committee.

IV. Execurive CoOMMITTEE

The executive committee shall meet at least once a month, except
in July, August and September. It shall have power to make such
regulations, not inconsistent with the constitution and by-laws, as shall
be necessary for the protection of the association, and for the preserva-
tion of good order in the conduct of the affairs of said association.
It shall keep a record of its proceedings, which shall be read at the
ensuing meeting of the association, and it shall be the duty of said
committee to present business for the action of the association. It
shall have no power to make the association liable for any debts for
more than one-half of the amount in the treasurer’s hands in cash,
and not subject to prior liabilities.



BAR ASSOCIATION 23

V. ORper oF BUSINESS

At each annual, term, adjourned or called meeting of the asso-
ciation, the order of business shall be as follows:
Reading of minutes of preceding meeting.
Report of executive committee.
Report of treasurer.
Elections, if any.
Report of standing committees.
Report of special committees.
Miscellaneous business.

This order of business may be changed by vote of a majority of
the members present.

The parliamentary rules established by the last House of Rep-
resentatives of the General Assembly of Missouri, except as otherwise
provided, shall govern all meetings of.the association.

NO ;N

VI. ReQUIREMENTS OF CANDIDATES ELECT

If any person elected does not, within one month after notice
of his election, signify his acceptance by signing the constitution and
by-laws, he shall be deemed to have declined to become a member.

VII. ComMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES

Whenever any complaint shall be preferred against a member
of the association, for misconduct in his relation to this association
or in his profession, the member or members preferring such com-
plaint shall present it to the committee on grievances, in writing, and
subscribed by him or them, plainly stating the matter complained of,
with particulars of time, place and circumstances.

The committee shall thereupon examine the complaint, and if it
is of the opinion that the matters therein alleged are of sufficient im-
portance, shall cause a copy of the complaint, together with a notice
of not less than five days, of the time and place when the committee
will meet for the consideration thereof, to be served on the member
complained of, either personally or by leaving the same at his place
of business during office hours, properly addressed to him. If, after
hearing his explanation, the committee shall deem it proper that there
should be a trial of the charge, it shall cause a similar notice of five
days of the time and place of trial to be served on the party com-
plained of. At any time and place appointed, or at such other time
as may be granted by the committee, the member complained of shall
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file a written answer or defense; or should he fail to do so, the com-
mittee may proceed thereupon to the consideration of the complaint.

The committee shall thereupon and at such other times and place
as it may adjourn to, proceed to try the said complaint, and shall de-
termine all questions of evidence. '

The complainant and the member complained of shall each be
allowed to appear personally and by counsel, who must be members
of the association. The witnesses shall vouch for the truth of their
statements on their word of honor. The committee shall have power
to summon witnesses, and, if members of the association, a neglect or
refusal to appear may be reported to the association, and treated as
misconduct.

The committee, of whom at least two must be present at the trial,
except that a less number may adjourn from time to time, shall hear
and decide the allegations and proofs thus submitted to it, and if it
finds the complaint, or any part of it, to be true, it shall so report
to the association with its recommendation as to the action to be
taken thereon.

The decision of the committee shall be served on the member
complained of, and if the decision be that the complaint, or any part
thereof is true, and in that case only, the committee shall also serve
a copy of the complaint, answer and decision on the president of the
association, and if requested by either member or members complain-
ing, or the member complained of, shall annex thereto a copy of the
evidence taken, which said documents shall be regarded as a report
of the committee of the association.

The president shall thereupon call a special meeting of the as-
sociation, on a notice of not less than ten days, for the consideration
of the report, specifying in the call the object thereof; and of which
special meeting the member complained of shall have due notice.

The association shall thereupon proceed to take such action on
said report as they may see fit, provided only that no member shall
be expelled unless by the vote of two-thirds of the members present
and voting.

Whenever a trial shall be determined on, the member complained
of may object peremptorily to any one or more of the committee,
not exceeding two; and the places of those objected to shall be sup-
plied from the members of the association by the remaining members
of the committee for the purposes of the trial.

Whenever specific charges of fraud, or gross unprofessional
conduct, shall be made in writing to the association against a mem-
ber of the bar not a member of the association, or against a person
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pretending to be an attorney, or counsellor-at-law, practicing in Boone
county, said charges shall be investigated by the committee on griev-
ances; and if, in any such case, said committee shall report in writing
to the executive committee that, in its opinion, the case is such as
requires further investigation or prosecution in the courts, the execcu-
tive committee may appoint one or more members of the association
to act as prosecutor, whose duty it shall be to conduct the further
investigation or the prosecution of such offender, under the instructions
and control of the committee on grievances.

Whenever any complaint shall be made in writing to the association
concerning any other grievances touching the administration of justice,
the committee on grievances shall make such preliminary investigation
into the same as it may deem necessary in order to determine whether
it is expedient that any further action shall be taken thereon. Should
such further action be, in its opinion, expedient, the committee shall
report in writing to the executive committee that, in its opinion, the
charge or charges are of such a character as require further investi-
gation. Thereupon the executive committee may direct such further
investigation by the committee on grievances, or other wise, as it
may deem most suitable to the case. Upon the termination of such
investigation, a report thereon shall be made to the executive commit-
tee, and if the said committee shall find the complaint or any material
part of it to be of such a nature as to require action by the association,
it shall so report to the association with its recommendations as to
the action to be taken thereon, and it may also report the evidence
taken or any part thereof.

The reasonable disbursement of the committee on grievances for
expenses incurred in any such investigation or prosecution, may be
paid out of the funds of the association, under the direction of the
executive committee.

All the foregoing proceedings shall be kept secret, except as their
publication is hereinbefore provided for, unless otherwise ordered by
the association.

The executive committee shall from time to time appoint a mem-
ber of the association to be the attorney for the committee on griev-
ances, whose duty it shall be to investigate, when his attention shall
be called thereto, any matter touching the administration of justice,
upon which the comumittee is by this by-law authorized to act, and all
cases (1) of misconduct of a member of the association in his rela-
tions to the association or in his profession, (2) of alleged fraud
or unprofessional conduct on the part of any member of the bar of
this state, practicing in Boone county, whether a member of this asso-
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ciation or not, and (3) or persons pretending to be attorneys or
counsellors-at-law, but not regularly licensed and admitted to prac-
tice.

Where the said attorney shall deem that there is sufficient ground
therefor, and no complaint or specific charges in writing shall have
been made by any other person, it shall be his duty to act as the com-
plaining party, to formulate and present to the committee on griev-
ances a complaint or charges in writing and to prosecute the same
before the said committee by presenting the evidence in support thereof.
If, upon the report of the committee on grievances, upon such
complaint or charges, the executive committee shall appoint a member
or members of the association to conduct a further investigation or
prosecution in relation thereto, it shall be the duty of such attorney
to assist the member or members so appointed in such investigation
and prosecution.

The said attorney of the committee on grievances shall receive
such compensation as to the executive committee may provide to be
paid out of the general fund of the association.

VIII. FErs

The association may establish such a schedule of fees for legal
service as may be deemed advisable, a copy of which shall be furnished
to each member of the association for his private use and for no
other purpose.

IX. AMENDMENTS

The constitution and by-laws may be amended at any annual,
stated, term or adjourned meeting of the association by a vote of two-
thirds of those present; provided that ten days notice, in writing of
the proposed amendment has been given to the executive committee
and filed with the secretary.

X. RESIGNATIONS

Any member may resign at any time upon the payment of all
dues to the association, but no member may resign while charges are
pending against him.



CHAPTER II

BOONE COUNTY BAR

ROLL OF ATTORNEYS

Allison, George W., Sturgeon; born in Boone county; admitted
to bar in 1876; moved to Kansas in 1879 and became county attorney
of McPherson county ; now practicing law in McPherson, Kansas.

Allen, Charles K., Cedar township ; admitted to bar in 1890 ; moved
to Mexico, Missouri, in 1890; now civil engineer in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia.

Anderson, Emmett C., Sturgeon, Centralia and Columbia; born
in Browns Station; admitted to bar in 1903 ; mayor of Sturgeon; city
attorney of Centralia for five years; justice of the peace and prose-
cuting attorney of Boone county two terms; a member of the law
firm of Anderson & Tydings; a member of the law firm of Anderson
& Sapp; and a member of the law firm of Anderson & Starrett.

Bedford, John R., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1841; soldier in United States army in Mexican war; killed
in Mexico in 1846.

Bond, Thomas B., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in Maryland; en-
rolled in Boone county in 1859 ; moved to California in 1861.

Berry, William, Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1860.

Brand, William H., Columbia ; admitted to bar in Cooper county ;
enrolled in Boone county in 1866; moved to St. Louis and died there.

Brockenbrough, Wm. N., Columbia township; born in Virginia;
admitted to bar in 1869 ; now a farmer near Hallsville, Missouri.

Berkheimer, Wm. L., Centralia; born in Germany; admitted to
bar in 1875; moved from Centralia many years ago.

Bliss, Philemon, Columbia; born in Connecticut; moved to New
York; thence to Ohio where he was elected judge of circuit court
and also elected to Congress; then appointed chief justice of Dakota
Territory; moved to St. Joseph, Missouri, and was appointed Curator
of Missouri University; elected Judge of Supreme Court of Missouri
in 1868; appointed Dean of Missouri University Law School in 1872,
which position he held till his death; died at a health resort in Min-
nesota in August, 1889.

Babb, William J., Columbia; born in South Carolina; admitted
to bar in 1876; teacher; justice of the peace and public administrator
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of Boone county for two terms; moved to Wichita, Kansas, in 1887
now mayor of Wichita.

Blair, Frank P., Jr., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1880 ; lieutenant
in United States army and teacher in Missouri University Law School ;
practiced law in Chicago for several years; died in New York in
1913.

Babb, Henry B., Columbia; born in South Carolina; admitted
to bar in 1881; moved to Denver in 1890; assistant attorney general
of Colorado; now practicing law in Denver.

Babb, Jerry G., Columbia; born in South Carolina; admitted to
bar in 1881; justice of the peace and clerk of probate court of Boone
county ; moved to Wichita, Kansas, in 1888 ; returned in 1889 and since
then secretary of Missouri University.

Booth, Henry S., Centralia; born in Illinois; admitted to bar in
1884; city attorney of Centralia for five terms; justice of the peace
of Boone county.

Bass, Everett M., Ashland and Columbia; born in Boone county;
admitted to bar in 1886; justice of the peace and assistant prosecuting
attorney of Boone county; for some years a member of the law firm
of Gordon & Bass, Columbia; died in Columbia in 1905.

Bedford, W. Archie, Columbia township; born in Kentucky ; ad-
mitted to bar in 1887 ; public administrator of Boone county ; a member
of the law firm of Bedford & McElvain; moved to Kentucky but soon
returned to Columbia, died in Columbia in 1894. '

Boulton, Walter E., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1888; justice
of the peace of Boone county; moved to Kentucky in 1900, and be-
came minister in Christian church; now living in Caldwell, Idaho.

Banta, William S., Columbia ; born in Henry county ; admitted to
bar in Henry county in 1890; city attorney of Deepwater, Missouri;
moved to Columbia in 1905; justice of the peace of Boone county.

Banks, J. Samuel, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1894; city attorney of Columbia two terms; justice of the peace
of Boone county; moved to St. Louis in 1905 ; now living in Guthrie,
Kentucky.

Barnett, George H., Columbia; born in Boone county ; admitted
to bar in 1897; city attorney of Columbia ; democratic nominee for
prosecuting attorney of Boone county at the time of his death ; died in
Columbia in 1902.

Booth, John N., Centralia; born in Saline county; admitted to
bar in 1897 ; moved West in 1898; now living in Columbia, Missouri.

Bell, Fleetwood, Columbia; admitted to bar in 1899; moved to
Prescott, Arizona, in 1899 ; now practicing law in Orange, California.
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Boggs, James E., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1899 ; justice of the peace, deputy circuit clerk and circuit clerk of
Boone county for three terms; editor of “Missouri Justice” ; president
of Circuit Clerk’s and Recorder’s Association of Missouri.

Bruton, Arthur, Centralia; born in Centralia; admitted to bar in
1902 ; president of Centralia school board; city attorney; police judge
and mayor of Centralia; county school commissioner; now practicing
law in Centralia.

Blain, William W., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1904; moved
to Sedalia, Missouri, in 1905; and became city attorney ; now practicing
law in Sedalia.

Baird, Arch M., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1908; moved to
KKansas in 1909; returned to Missouri in 1910; now practicing law in
Carterville, Missouri.

Barnett, Orville M., Columbia; born in Knox county; admitted to
bar in Pettis county in 1894; enrolled in Boone county in 1914; at-
torney for State University; now living in Columbia.

Clough, Ebenezer N. O., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1854;
tecacher; police judge of Columbia; justice of the peace of Boone
county ; president of Lathrop Academy.

Connevey, Wm. L., Columbia, Centralia and Sturgeon; admitted
to bar in 1860; editor of “Sturgeon Independent”; and justice of
peace of two townships of Boone county.

Cooney, James, Sturgeon; born in Ireland; admitted to bar in
1876 teacher; moved to Marshall, Missouri, and became judge of
probate court and prosecuting attorney of Saline county ; Congressman
for three terms; died in Marshall in 1904.

Cupp, Joseph H., Centralia; born in Chariton county; admitted
to bar in Adair county in 1880; moved to Boone county in 1881; city
attorney of Centralia; justice of the peace of Boone county; died in
Centralia in 1911.

Crumbaugh, J. Ed., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1881; city attorney of Columbia and justice of the peace of
Boone county ; now custodian of Missouri University.

Curran, Chas. M., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1884; now living
in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Carter, Thomas S., Sturgeon; born in Tennessee; admitted to bar
in 1890; private in Southern army in Civil War; mayor, marshal and
city attorney of Sturgeon; president of Sturgeon school board; clerk
of Sturgeon court of common pleas for seventeen years; editor of
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“Sturgeon Leader”; special judge of Sturgeon court of common pleas;
died in Sturgeon in 1913.

Coleman, William P., Columbia; born in Virginia; admitted to
bar in 1890; teacher; clerk of probate court; died in Columbia in
1895.

Conley, M. Robards, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1898 ; teacher in Missouri University Law School ; special judge
of Boone circuit court; now a member of the law firm of Gillespy
& Conley, Columbia.

Carter, Don C., Sturgeon; born in Sturgeon; admitted to bar
in 1905 ; assistant prosecuting attorney of Boone county ; city attorney
and city councilman of Sturgeon; clerk of judiciary committee of
the forty-seventh General Assembly of Missouri.

Clark, Boyle G., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1906; chairman of democratic city committee of Columbia;
now a member of the law firm of McBaine & Clark, Columbia. This
firm has been attorney for the Columbia Special Road District, and
Wabash Railroad Co.

Collier, H. A., Columbia; born in Saline county; admitted to bar
in 1906; city attorney of Columbia; clerk of judiciary committee of
the forty-seventh General Assembly of Missouri; now a member of
the law firm of Stephens & Collier, Columbia.

Cole, Redmond S., Columbia; born in -Andrew county; admitted
to bar in 1909 ; moved to Pawnee, Oklahoma, in 1910; now prosecuting
attorney of Pawnee county, Oklahoma.

Chamberlain, S. D., Rocheport; born in Indiana; admitted to
bar in Miller county in 1892; enrolled in Boone county in 1910; now
in stone business and practicing law at Rocheport.

Douglass, Joseph B., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to
bar in 1866; representative, sheriff, and clerk of the county court of
Boone county; city councilman of Columbia; general in United States
army in Civil War and United States assessor; died in Columbia, 1898.

Douglass, Shannon C., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1871; city attorney of Columbia for four years; prosecuting
attorney of Boone county for six years; a member of the law firm
of Douglass & Babb, Columbia ; moved to Kansas City in 1884 ; master
in chancery and judge of circuit court of Jackson county, Missouri;
now a member of law firm of Douglass & Douglass, Kansas City.

Dudley, William A., Columbia; born in Pike county ; admitted to
bar in Pike county in 1885; practiced in Boone county in 1891; a
member of law firm of Nicklin & Dudley, Columbia; moved to Lincoln
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county and served two terms as prosecuting attorney; now practicing
law in Troy, Missouri. _

Dunn, J. Earl, Columbia; admitted to bar in 1900; historian and
lawyer in Oklahoma.

Dinwiddie, Wm. M., Columbia ; born in Howard county ; admitted
to bar in 1909; city attorney of Columbia two terms; prosecuting
attorney of Boone county; for some time a member of the law firm
of Dinwiddie & Sapp, Columbia.

Daily, Herley S., Columbia; born in Chariton county; admitted
to bar in 1911; now practicing law in Columbia.

Davis, Emanuel V., Columbia; born in Nodaway county ; admitted
to bar in 1912; now engaged in law and abstract business, Columbia.

Ess, Henry N., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1864 ; now practicing
law in Kansas City, Missouri.

Evans, Henry S., Columbia ; born in Washington county ; admitted
to bar in Washington county; enrolled in Boone county in 1891, and
engaged in grocery business; left Boone county in 1891 ; died in Wash-
ington county, 1903.

Elam, Oscar B., Columbia; born in Kansas; admitted to bar in
1896 ; now practicing law in Lawrence county, Missouri.

Evans, George A., Columbia; born in Jasper county; admitted to
bar in 1911; now farming near Columbia.

Fleming, James P., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1847; editor of
“Columbia Globe”.

Forshey, A. O., Columbia; born in Pennsylvania; admitted to
bar in 1847 ; died in Columbia.

Field, Curtis, Jr., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1860; moved to
Sedalia; died in Denver, Colorado.

Franklin, Benjamin J., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1866; moved
to Kansas City, elected to Congress two terms.

Fitch, Norwood, Columbia; born in Indiana; admitted to bar in
1887 ; moved to St. Louis and died there in 1911.

Farley, Robert E., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1892; clerk of probate court of Boone county; now living in Chicago
and traveling.

Finley, Ralph T., Columbia; born in Dade county; admitted to
bar in 1906; in abstract business for several years; a member of the
law firm of Harris & Finley, Columbia; now a member of the law
firm of Finley & Sapp, Columbia.
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Gordon, John B., Columbia and Columbia township; born in Ken-
tucky ; admitted to bar in Kentucky in 1820; enrolled in Boone county
in 1827 ; representative from Boone county five terms; a member of
law firm of Gordon & King, Columbia; died in Boone county in 1853.

Gordon, James M., Columbia and Missouri township; born in
Kentucky ; admitted to bar in 1834 ; justice of the peace, representative
from Boone county, judge of Boone county court; circuit attorney and
state senator; died in Boone county in 1875.

Garey, Henry F., Missouri township; admitted to bar in Mary-
land; moved to Boone county and enrolled in 1847 ; secretary of cu-
rators of Missouri University; returned to Maryland in 1859 and
became judge of Baltimore court of common pleas.

Giles, Thomas P., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1847 ; editor of
“Columbia Globe”, the first democratic newspaper in Boone county.

Guitar, Odon, Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to bar in
1849 ; representative from Boone county two terms; private in Doni-
phan's army in Mexican War; general in United States army during
Civil War; city attorney, city councilman and mayor of Columbia;
curator of Missouri University ; president of Boone County Bar Asso-
ciation ; and a member of the law firm of Guitar & Gordon, Columbia;
died in Columbia in 1908.

Gordon, Charles W., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to
bar in 1849; always known as “Blind Charlie”, having lost his sight
when two months old. Died in Columbia in 1854.

Gordon, Boyle, Columbia township; born in Kentucky; admitted
to bar in 1852; judge of county court and representative from Boone
county ; professor of law in Missouri University Law School for ten
years; member of the law firm of Guitar & Gordon, Columbia; died
in Boone county in 1895.

Gordon, Emmett, Columbia township; admitted to bar in 1852;
moved to California in 1852; died in Fulton, Missouri, in 1903.

Gordon, Wellington, Columbia township; born in Columbia; ad-
mitted to bar in 1859; deputy circuit clerk under Robert L. Todd;
county attorney of Boone county three terms; prosecuting attorney
of Boone county ; president of Boone County Bar Association ; member
of the law firm of Gordon, Gordon & Gordon; also a member of the
law firm of Gordon & Bass, Columbia; died in Columbia in 1908.
From his childhood he was known as “Wax” Gordon.

Gordon, John M., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1865; moved to Audrain county and became public administrator,
and prosecuting attorney of Audrain county; died in Mexico, Missouri.
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Gordon, Irvin, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar in
1871 ; city attorney and police judge of Columbia for four years each;
moved to Nevada, Missouri, in 1884 ; now practicing law in Nevada.

Gordon, Carey H., Columbia township; born in Columbia town-
ship; admitted to bar in 1872; prosecuting attorney of Boone county
for six years; lieutenant in United States army during Civil War,
and a member of the law firm of Gordon, Gordon & Gordon, Columbia ;
died in Boone county in 1905,

Garth, Walter W., Columbia ; born in Columbia; admitted to batr
in 1872; circuit clerk and recorder two terms; judge of probate court
of Boone county; city councilman and mayor of Columbia; cashier
of Exchange National Bank.

Gentry, Thomas B., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1874 ; justice of the peace of Boone county; first president of
the Columbia school board; city councilman for ten years; police judge
and twice mayor of Columbia; public administrator of Boone county;
treasurer of Missouri University, and president of Columbia Cemetery
Association ; died in Kansas City in 1906.

Gray, William O., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1875; teacher;
moved to Pike county in 1876 and became judge of probate court;
now practicing law in Bowling Green, Missouri.

Gentry, North Todd, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1888; city attorney of Columbia; assistant attorney general of
Missouri; member of Missouri Statute Revision Commission of 1909;
special judge of Boone Circuit Court; twice delegate from Missouri
Bar Association to American Bar Association; president of Columbia
Commercial Club and president of Boone County Bar Association.

Goldman, John H., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1888 ; left Boone
county in 1889.

Gordon, Webster, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1888; justice of the peace and representative from Boone county
one term; a member of the law firm of Gordon, Gordon & Gordon,
Columbia; died in Columbia in 1911.

Gillespy, James C., Missouri township and Columbia; born in
Tennessee ; admitted to bar in 1891 ; representative from Boone county
two terms; justice of the peace; city councilman and mayor of Colum-
bia; also sheriff, treasurer and collector of Boone county two terms
each; a member of the law firm of Gillespy & Conley, Columbia.

Gerling, Henry J., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1894; moved
to St. Louis in 1895; now a teacher in St. Louis.

3
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Gerig, Edward, Columbia; born in Ashland; admitted to bar in
1894 ; police judge of Columbia; moved from Boone county in 1905;
now in real estate business in Spokane, Washington.

Gentry, William R., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1896; teacher in Missouri University; moved to St. Louis in
1899; president of St. Louis Bar Association; now practicing law in
St. Louis.

Gordon, M. Fleetwood, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted
to bar in 1899; moved east in 1904 ; now living in New York City.

Guitar, Abiel Leonard, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted
to bar in 1905 ; moved to St. Joseph, Missouri, in 1905 ; now practicing
law in St. Joseph.

Grimes, E. A., Centralia; born in Monroe county; admitted to
bar in Monroe county in 1910; moved to Boone county in 1910;
city attorney of Centralia; returned to Monroe county in 1912; now
attorney for state treasurer.

Gentry, David T., Sturgeon and Columbia; born in Kentucky;
admitted to bar in Randolph county in 1880; practiced in Mexico;
teacher and life insurance; now in business in Columbia.

Gibson, Clyde, Hartsburg; born in Illinois; admitted to bar in
California in 1899; enrolled in Boone county in 1915; now in mer-
cantile business in Hartsburg.

Hardin, Charles H., Columbia; circuit attorney and state senator,
two terms; moved to Audrain county and became governor of Mis-
souri; died in Mexico, Missouri, in 1892, and buried in Jewell ceme-
tery in Boone county.

Harbinson, Andrew J., Columbia ; born in Kentucky ; admitted to
bar in 1856; city attorney of Columbia; circuit attorney; major in
United States army in Civil War; left Boone county in 1875; became
prosecuting attorney of Newton county; died in Neosho, Missouri, in
1908.

Henry, Robert, Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1860; adjutant in
United States army in Civil War; moved to Louisiana, Missouri, in
1865, and died there.

Hitt, James J., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar in
1863 ; moved to Kansas City.

Henderson, James A., Columbia; born in St. Louis county ; ad-
mitted to bar in 1865; assessor; school commissioner ; justice of the
peace and judge of probate court of Boome county; city assessor
and city attorney of Columbia; moved to St. Louis county in 1873;
became judge of probate court of St. Louis county; now practicing
law in St. Louis.
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Harris, James T., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1872; justice of
the peace of Boone county; captain in United States army in Civil
War; now practicing law in San Francisco, California.

Harris, William F., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1872; died in
Santa Barbara, California.

Horine, George L., Columbia; born in Illinois; admitted to bar
in 1885; moved to Colorado in 1885; criminal judge of Park county;
died in Fair Play, Colorado, in 1903.

Haydon, William G., Cedar township and Columbia; born in
Boone county; admitted to bar in 1888; moved to New Mexico in
1889; now practicing law in Las Vegas, New Mexico.

Haines, Robert T., Columbia; born in Kansas City; admitted to
bar in 1890; moved to Kansas City in 1890 and became an actor.

Hinton, Edward W., Columbia; born in Rocheport; admitted
to bar in 1890; for many years a member of the law firm of Turner,
Hinton & Turner; author, dean of Missouri University Law School:
special judge of Boone and Callaway circuit courts; vice president of
Exchange National Bank; elected dean of Chicago University Law
School in 1913.

Harris, Frank G., Centralia and Columbia ; born in Boone county;
admitted to bar in 1897; police judge of Centralia; prosecuting attor-
ney and representative of Boone county for two terms and chairman
of judiciary committee of forty-seventh General Assembly; state sen-
ator; a member of the law firm of Harris & Finley, Columbia; now
practicing in Columbia.

Haydon, Curtis, Cedar township and Columbia; born in Boone
county ; admitted to bar in 1898; moved to St. Louis; now practicing
law in Caldwell, Idaho.

Hamilton, Edward R., Columbia township; born in Boone county ;
admitted to bar in 1900; now farming near Columbia.

Hamilton, Albert P., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1900; moved
to Ray county and became prosecuting attorney; now practicing law
in Richmond, Missouri.

Hoag, William E., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1901; in abstract
business for several years in Columbia; now in loan business in Mo-
berly, Missouri.

Hirth, William, Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1904; born in New
York; editor of “Columbia Statesman”, and “Farmer and Breeder’”’,
and president of Federation of Commercial Clubs of Missouri.

Holloway, Russell E., Columbia; born in Audrain county; ad-
mitted to bar in 1908 ; moved to Idaho in 1911; returned to Columbia
1911; now practicing law in Columbia.
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Hudson, Manley O., Columbia; born in Montgomery county; en-
rolled in Boone county in 1912; teacher in Missouri University Law
School ; delegate to the International Peace Society in London in 1914.

Hays, Napoleon B., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to
bar in 1875; attorney general of Kentucky; moved to Oklahoma in
1905 ; moved to Columbia in 1914; a member of the law firm of Hays
& Hays, Columbia.

Hays, Hume A., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to bar in
1914 ; a member of the law firm of Hays & Hays, Columbia.

Hulett, Wm. H., Sturgeon and Centralia; born in Sturgeon; ad-
mitted to bar in 1914 ; city attorney of Sturgeon.

Hulen, Ruby M., Centralia; born in Hallsville; admitted to bar
in 1915; a graduate of Kansas City Law School; now practicing in
Centralia.

Jenkins, Washington, Columbia; admitted to bar in 1831; moved
to Shreveport, Louisiana, in 1840.

Jones, Isaac N., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1841.

Jarman, J. Frank, Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1874; moved
to Randolph county in 1881 ; died in Higbee, Missouri, in 1898.

Jarman, W. T, Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1878; justice of
the peace of Boone county; died in Sturgeon.

Jesse, M. M., Sturgeon; born in Tennessee; admitted to bar in
1878; city attorney of Sturgeon; died in Sturgeon in 1903.

Jones, William R., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1878; Christian
minister ; died in Sturgeon.

Jones, Robert W., Columbia; born in Newton county; admitted
to bar in 1913; city editor of “Columbia Daily Tribune”.

Kirtley, Sinclair, Columbia; admitted to bar in 1825; captain in
United States army in Black Hawk Indian War; representative from
Boone county three terms and state senator; a member of law firm
of Todd & Kirtley, Columbia; moved to St. Louis in 1847 ; died in
California in 1853.

King, Austin A., Columbia; born in Tennessee; admitted to bar
in 1836; representative from Boone county and state senator; colonel
in Black Hawk Indian War; a member of law firm of Gordon &
King, Columbia ; moved to Ray county and became circuit judge; gov-
ernor of Missouri; congressman ; died in Richmond, Missouri, in 1870.

Keyser, Oliver J., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1860 ; moved to
Kansas and died there.

Karnes, J. V. C., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1863 ; deputy circuit clerk of Boone county ; teacher in Missouri
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University ; president of Kansas City Bar Association; president of
Kansas City Board of Education; and president of curators of Mis-
souri University ; died in Kansas City in 1911. :

Kennon, William H., Columbia; born in Boone county; moved
to Mexico; representative from Audrain county; died in Farmington,
Missouri, in 1908.

Kurtz, D. W. B., Jr., Columbia; born in Columbia; practiced
medicine for four years; teacher for a number of years; admitted to
bar in Boone county in 1911; justice of the peace of Boone county;
now practicing law in Columbia, and preparing to specialize in medical
jurisprudence.

Lane, Anthony B., Smithton.

Lynch, Francis K., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1862; editor of New London newspaper; died in Ralls county,
Missouri, in 1910.

Lawson, John D., Columbia; born in Canada; came to Columbia
and enrolled in Boone county in 1891; teacher in University Law
School; author; dean of University Law School; president of Missouri
State Bar Association; member of executive committee of American
Bar Association.

Mills, E. P., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1831.

Miller, Thomas, Columbia; born in Pennsylvania; admitted to bar
in 1834 ; first president of Columbia College; editor of “Columbia
Patriot’”; member of law firm of Rollins & Miller, Columbia; died
near Santa Fe in 1841,

Miller, John G., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1839.

Moss, James H., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in Clay county in 1845; representative from Clay county; lieuten-
ant in Doniphan’s army in Mexican War; colonel in United States
army in Civil War; United States Attorney for western district of
Missouri; returned to Boone county in 1871 ; died in Columbia in 1873.

Myers, John M., Rocky Fork township; admitted to bar in 1850;
died in Boone county in 1851.

Martin, Alexander, Columbia; born in Canada; admitted to bar
in St. Louis in 1858; began practicing in Boone county in 1890; law
writer; author; teacher in St. Louis Law School and Washington
University ; president of St. Louis Bar Association; commissioner of
Missouri Supreme Court, and dean of Missouri University Law
School; died in Columbia in 1902.

More, E. C., Columbia township; born in Arkansas; admitted
to bar in St. Louis in 1861; enrolled in Boone county in 1867; consul
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general to Mexico under President Cleveland; president of State
Board of Agriculture; died in Peoria, Illinois, in 1902.

Murry, John F., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1887; clerk of county court and deputy clerk two terms; judge
of probate court of Boone county three terms.

Murry, Jerry H., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1893; city attorney of Columbia; prosecuting attorney of Boone
county for three terms; member of the law firm of Murry & Murry,
Columbia; died in Columbia in 1904, while a candidate for attorney
general of Missouri.

Murry, Harvey D., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted
to bar 1897; assistant prosecuting attorney of Boone county; teacher
in Missouri University Law School and clerk of probate court of Boone
county; for several years a member of the law firm of Murry &
Murry, Columbia.

Morgan, H. W., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1899; in abstract
business for two years in Columbia ; moved to Oklahoma in 1901 ; now
practicing law in Oklahoma City.

McBride, Priestly H., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to
bar in 1825; justice of the peace and presiding judge of Boone county
court; secretary of state of Missouri; moved to Monroe county and
became circuit judge; judge of Missouri Supreme Court and president
of curators of Missouri University ; died in Boone county in 1869.

McElvain, J. N., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1887; a member
of the law firm of Bedford & McElvain; moved to Johnson county,
Missouri, in 1888 ; now teaching in Seattle, Washington.

McEuen, Wilson H., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1900; moved
to Pike county in 1904 ; now in lumber business in Sheridan, Wyoming.

McBaine, James Patterson, Columbia; born in Jackson county;
admitted to bar in 1904; practiced law in St. Louis four years; re-
turned to Columbia in 1908; teacher in Missouri University Law
School and in Wisconsin Law School; and president of Columbia
Cemetery Association; now a member of the law firm of McBaine
& Clark, Columbia.

Nicklin, Walter E., Columbia and Rocheport; born in Lincoln
county; admitted to bar in 1888; justice of the peace and public ad-
ministrator of Boone county ; and city attorney of Rocheport ; a member
of the law firm of Nicklin & Dudley, Columbia; moved to Arkansas
in 1897 ; thence to Pryor, Oklahoma; now county attorney of Mayes
county, Oklahoma.
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Niedermeyer, Frederick W., Columbia; born in St. Louis; ad-
mitted to bar in 1895; mayor of Columbia; president of Columbia
school board two terms, and member of board of managers of State
School for Deaf; now in real estate and automobile business in Co-
lumbia.

Overall, John H., Columbia; born in St. Charles county ; admitted
to bar in Macon county ; circuit attorney of Macon, Randolph, Howard,
Boone and Callaway counties; moved to Columbia in 1870; teacher in
Missouri University Law School; moved to St. Louis and became a
member of the law firm of Broadhead & Overall; died in St. Louis
in 1903.

O'Mahoney, Clarence, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
. bar in 1892 ; police judge of Columbia; now in shoe business in Kansas
City.

Perry, Calvin L., Columbia; admitted to har in 1831 ; aid-de-camp
in United States army in Black Hawk Indian War.

Persinger, Alexander, Columbia township; born in Virginia; pri-
vate in War of 1812; county judge and representative of Montgomery
county, Missouri, and moved to Boone county in 1835, representative
of Boone county two terms; county judge of DBoone county twenty
years ; died in Columbia in 1875.

Persinger, James B., Columbia township; born in Montgomery
county ; admitted to bar in Boone county in 1849; died on the way to
California in 1850.

Provines, John G., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1859; moved to
Moberly ; became an editor; died in Fulton, Missouri.

Pierce, Hiram C., Columbia; born in Virginia; admitted to bar
in 1866; city attorney and city councilman of Columbia; public ad-
ministrator of Boone county and captain in Southern army (Stone-
wall Jackson’s division) during Civil War; died in Columbia in 1879.

Pratt, William S., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted
to bar in 1872; teacher; police judge of Columbia for twelve years;
justice of the peace of Boone county; curator of Missouri University ;
now in insurance business in Columbia.

Penter, Eli, Ashland; born in Arkansas; admitted to bar in 1873;
soldier in Indian War in Oregon; editor of “Ashland Bugle”; presi-
dent of Farmers Bank; mayor of Ashland; teacher in Missouri Uni-
versity ; president of Ashland school board; died in Columbia in 1915.

Pemberton, Morton H., Centralia township; born in Callaway
county ; admitted to bar in Callaway county in 1899 ; moved to Boone
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county in 1901; farmer; lecturer; representative from Boone county
two terms; now farming near Centralia.

Paxton, Charles F., Centralia; admitted to bar in 1898; city at-
torney of Centralia; moved west in 1902; now in motor supply business
in Boise, Idaho.

Price, R. B., Jr., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1909; vice president of Boone County National Bank.

Price, Lakenan M., Columbia; born in Boone county ; admitted to
bar in 1909; moved to Everette, Washington; now practicing in Co-
lumbia.

Robinson, Benjamin F., Columbia; born in South Carolina; ad-
mitted to bar in 1829; justice of the peace of Boone county ; moved
to Kansas City in 1852 and became United States Indian Agent; moved
to Texas in 1861 ; died in Cotton Gem, Texas, in 1876.

Rollins, James S., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to bar
in 1834; a member of law firm of Rollins & Miller, Columbia ; editor
of “Columbia Patriot”; public administrator and representative from
Boone county four terms; state senator two terms; congressman two
terms; president of curators of Missouri University for seventeen
years; major in United States army in Black Hawk Indian War; cap-
tain in United States army in Civil War; “Father of Missouri Uni-
versity” ; philanthropist; died in Columbia in 1888.

Robards, William A., Columbia; enrolled in Boone county in
1840; curator of Missouri University ; attorney general of Missouri
from 1849 to 1851; died in Jefferson City in September, 1851.

Russell, Francis T., Columbia; born in West Virginia; admitted
to bar in Virginia in 1840; city councilman and police judge of Co-
lumbia; justice of the peace, public administrator and representative
from Boone county; colonel in United States army in Civil War;
curator of Missouri University ; president of Columbia Cemetery As-
sociation ; died in Columbia in 1891.

Robinson, Lewis W., Rocheport and Columbia ; admitted to bar in
1844 ; justice of the peace, representative from Boone county and
state senator; curator of Missouri University; captain of Missouri
forces in Kansas war ; moved to California in 1873, and became Judge
of Superior Court; died in Colusa county, California, in 1877,

Robinson, J. DeW., Rocheport, Columbia and Missouri township;
born in Boone county; admitted to bar in Benton county, Missouri,
in 1854; city attorney of Kansas City; private in Southern army in
Civil War; city councilman of Columbia and prosecuting attorney of
Boone county for two terms; died in Texas in 1907.
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Russell, Thomas A., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1857; judge
of circuit court of city of St. Louis; now practicing law in St. Louis.

Robinson, R. S., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1858.

Runkle, A. W., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1860; private in
Southern army in Civil War; died in Columbia in 1866.

Richardson, John C., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1863; moved
from Boone county in 1832; now in real estate business in Kansas
City, Missouri.

Riggs, Samuel A., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1865; private
in United States army in Civil War; moved to Bates county, Missouri,
in 1867 ; moved to St. Paul, Arkansas, and became a Baptist minister;
died in Arkansas in 1909.

Robinson, Wm. H., Columbia township ; admitted to bar but prac-
ticed a short time; lost his eyesight and became a Christian minister;
died in Columbia in 1876.

Rollins, Curtis B., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1876; president of board of public works of Columbia; curator of
Missouri University, and vice president of Boone County National
Bank ; now living in Columbia.

Runyan, Elgin L., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1877 ; now living
in California.

Riggs, Brutus, Sturgeon; admitted to bar in 1878; now teaching
in Cameron, Missouri.

Rich, John A., Sturgeon; born in Liberty ; admitted to bar in 1878;
moved to Saline county in 1879; became prosecuting attorney of
Saline county, and judge of criminal court of fifteenth judicial circuit
of Missouri; now living in Slater, Missouri.

Redmond, J. T., Sturgeon; admitted to bar in Sturgeon court of
common pleas in 1870; photographer and postmaster of Sturgeon; died
in Boone county in 1906.

Riley, Elijah E., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1893; moved to
Linn county.

Randolph, Wm. F., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1896; moved
to St. Louis; now traveling accountant for Missouri Pacific railroad.

Robinson, Clark, Cedar township and Columbia; born in Boone
county ; admitted to bar in 1899; recorder of deeds of Boone county
two terms.

Rothwell, W. Hamp, Columbia; born in Callaway county; ad-
mitted to bar in 1902; teacher; city attorney of Columbia two terms;
moved to Randolph county in 1912; now practicing law in Moberly,
Missouri.
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Roberts, V. H., Columbia; admitted to bar in Iowa; enrolled in
Boone county in 1903; teacher in Missouri University Law School;
moved to St. Louis in 1908; died in St. Louis county in 1910.

Rose, Marion A., Columbia; born in Illinois; admitted to bar in
1905; now a contractor in Columbia.

Rollins, Frank B., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1911; moved to Oklahoma in 1911; now practicing law in Bartles-
ville, Oklahoma.

Rollins, James Sidney, Jr., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted
to bar in 1911; acting city attorney of Columbia and assistant prose-
cuting attorney of Boone county.

Rollins, Curtis B., Jr., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1914.

Stone, John F., Columbia; born in Kentucky ; admitted to bar in
1843 ; died in Columbia in 1846.

Switzler, William F., Columbia; born in Kentucky ; admitted to
bar in 1841; representative from Boone county two terms; member
of Constitutional Conventions of 1865 and 1875; editor of “Missouri
Statesman” ; writer ; historian ; city councilman of Columbia ; chief of
bureau of statistics under President Cleveland; president of Columbia
Cemetery Association; died in Columbia in 1906.

Shields, James R., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted to
bar in 1855; city councilman and police judge of Columbia and justice
of the peace of Boone county; moved from Boone county in 1877;
became solicitor of treasury department under President Cleveland ;
died in Wichita, Kansas.

Samuel, John M., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
1862; sheriff ; treasurer; circuit clerk and recorder of Boone county ;
city councilman and mayor of Columbia ; president of Columbia school
board; president of Columbia Savings Bank; died in Columbia in
1887.

Switzler, Lewis M., Columbia; born in Howard county ; admitted
to bar in 1867 ; soldier in United States army in Civil War; city at-
torney and police judge of Columbia; judge of probate court of Boone
county for fourteen years; president of Boone County Bar Associa-
tion for five years.

Stone, William J., Columbia ; born in Kentucky ; admitted to bar in
1869; city attorney of Columbia; moved to Nevada, Missouri; con-
gressman for three terms; governor of Missouri; United States sen-
ator for three terms; now a resident of Jefferson City.
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Smith, Richard J., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to bar
in 1869; justice of the peace of Boone county; died in Bryan, Texas.

Searcy, James Jasper, Sturgeon; born in Boone county; admitted
to bar in 1871; teacher; colonel in Southern army during Civil War;
died in Sturgeon in 1872.

Singleton, Middleton G., Centralia township; admitted to bar in
Boone county in 1872; farmer; colonel in Southern army in Civil
War; moved to Fulton, Missouri, in 1879; returned to Boone county
and died in Cedar township in 1893.

Selby, George B., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1872; deputy
county clerk of Boone county; clerk of United States court at St.
Louis.

Sebastian, C. B., Columbia township and Columbia; born in Ken-
tucky ; admitted to bar in 1874 ; teacher; city councilman of Columbia;
justice of the peace and prosecuting attorney of Boone county; now
a member of the law firm of Sebastian & Sebastian, Columbia.

Switzler, Warren, Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to bar
in 1877 ; moved to Nebraska in 1877 and became state senator; now
practicing law in Omabha.

Stephens, James L., Centralia and Columbia; born in Boone
county ; admitted to bar in 1887 ; city attorney of Centralia; prosecuting
attorney of Boone county two terms; now a member of the law firm
of Stephens & Collier, Columbia.

Slate, John G., Ashland; born in Cole county; admitted to bar
in 1887 ; prosecuting attorney of Maries county; representative from
Maries county two terms; prosecuting attorney of Cole county two
terms ; judge of circuit court of Cole, Cooper, Miller, Morgan, Maries
and Moniteau counties.

Schofield, Robert F., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1888; moved
to Knox county, Missouri, in 1888; member of the county court of
Knox county one term; editor and publisher of the “Sentinel” at
Edina, Missouri, about fifteen years; now in oil business at Tulsa,
Oklahoma.

Searcy, L. T., Rocheport and Columbia; born in Boone county;
admitted to bar in 1897; teacher; city councilman of Columbia; as-
sessor ; county clerk two terms ; prosecuting attorney of Boone county ;
secretary of Boone County Bar Association; for some years a member
of law firm of Searcy & Murry, Columbia.

Schwabe, James W., Columbia ; born in Columbia ; admitted to bar
in 1898; city councilman of Columbia; now engaged in real estate
business in Columbia.
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Spriggs, John J., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1905; moved west
in 1906; representative in Wyoming legislature; now practicing law
in Lander, Wyoming.

Simmons, Thomas T., Columbia; born in Florida; admitted to
bar in 1906; police judge of Columbia; claim agent of legal depart-
ment of M., K. & T. Railway Company.

Sapp, William H., Columbia; born in Boone county; admitted
to bar in 1909; assistant prosecuting attorney of Boone county; a
member of the law firm of Dinwiddie & Sapp; also of the law firm
of Anderson & Sapp; now a member of the firm of Finley & Sapp,
Columbia.

Starrett, George S., Columbia; born in Buchanan county ; admitted
to bar in 1909; assistant prosecuting attorney of Boone county; for
two years a member of the law firm of Anderson & Starrett, Columbia.

Street, Thomas A., Columbia; born in Alabama ; enrolled in Boone
county in 1910; teacher in Missouri University Law School; now in
Philippines.

Schwabe, George B., Columbia; born in Vernon county; admitted
to bar in 1910; moved to Nowata, Oklahoma, in 1911; now mayor
of Nowata.

Sebastian, Henry G., Columbia; born in Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1911; captain of national guard of Missouri; justice of the
peace; now a member of the law firm of Sebastian & Secbastian,
Columbia.

Todd, David, Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to bar in
Lexington, Kentucky ; soldier in War of 1812; judge of United States
district court for Territory of Missouri; attorney for trustees of Co-
lumbia at the organization and laying out of the town; judge of Boone
circuit court from 1820 to 1837 ; whig nominee for governor in 1825;
member of the law firm of Todd & Kirtley, Columbia; died in Co-
lumbia in 1859.

Turner, Archibald W., Columbia and Columbia township; born
in Kentucky; admitted to bar in Kentucky in 1827; moved to Boone
county in 1831; justice of the peace; public admlmstrator and repre-
sentative from Boone county; state senator; died in Boone county in
1874.

Todd, Robert B., Columbia; born in Boone county ; admitted to
bar in 1843 ; captain in Mexican War ; moved to Louisiana and became
judge of the supreme court of Louisiana; died in New York in 1895.

Todd, Robert L., Columbia townshxp and Columbia; born in
Boone county; admxtted to bar in 1847; clerk of circuit court and
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recorder of deeds of Booune county for twenty-one years; curator of
Missouri University and cashier of Exchange National Bank for thirty-
one years; died in Columbia in 1898.

Triplett, F. I. C., Rocheport and Columbia; born in Virginia;
admitted to bar in Kentucky in 1833 ; member of Kentucky legislature;
editor, captain in United States army in Mexican war ; chief of pension
bureau under Presidents Taylor and Fillmore; moved to Boone county
in 1859; justice of the peace of Boone county; died in Columbia
in 1880.

Turner, Squire, Columbia and Columbia township; born in Boone
county ; admitted to bar in Kentucky in 1858 ; enrolled in Boone county
in 1860 ; city attorney and city councilman of Columbia; representative
from Boone county; curator of Missouri University ; member of staff
of Governor Marmaduke; for many years a member of the law firm
of Turner, Hinton & Turner; died in Boone county in 1906.

Todd, John N., Columbia township; born in Columbia; admitted
to bar in 1862; deputy circuit clerk and recorder; justice of the peace
of Boone county; moved to California in 1869, and engaged in trans-
portation and banking ; consul general to Central America under Presi-
dent Cleveland; returned to Columbia in 1898; died in Columbia in
1898.

Truitt, William ., Jr., Columbia; born in Callaway county; ad-
mitted to bar in 1887; city councilman of Columbia; justice of the
peace and representative from Boone county; moved west in 1902;
now secretary of chamber of commerce in Pomona, California.

Todd, William C., Bourbon township and Centralia; admitted to
bar in 1871 by nunc pro tunc entry made in 1890; farmer; captain
in Southern army in Civil War; moved to Marshall, Missouri, in 1893 ;
drowned in Pacific Ocean in 1907.

Turner, Archibald W., Jr., Columbia ; born in Columbia ; admitted
to bar in 1890; city attorney of Columbia for two terms; for several
years a member of the law firm of Turner, Hinton & Turner, Colum-
bia; now living in L.one Wolf, Oklahoma.

Turner, Kirk B., Columbia township; admitted to bar in 1896;
now practicing law in Eufaula, Oklahoma.

Tydings, Thomas J., Sturgeon and Centralia; admitted to bar in
Monroe county, Missouri, in 1900; moved to Boone county in 1902;
city attorney of Centralia; for several years a member of the law
firm of Tydings & Anderson, Centralia; moved to Randolph county
in 1906 ; now practicing law in Moberly, Missouri.

VanArsdall, Wimn. K., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to
bar in 1829; moved to Paris, Missouri, in 1832; state senator from
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Monroe and Ralls counties. Drowned in Salt River, near Paris, in
1856.

Vandiver, A. L., Burlington ; admitted to bar in 1849; farmer and
live stock ; died in Boone county in 1877.

Wheeler, Samuel, Smithton.

Wood, Jesse T., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1824; justice of
the peace of Boone county and general in Black Hawk Indian War.

Woods, James B., Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1828.

Woods, Jefferson, Columbia ; admitted to bar in 1835.

Woodson, Warren, Columbia; born in Virginia; admitted to bar
in 1864; justice of the peace and probate judge; curator of Missouri
University ; clerk of county court of Boone county for forty-one years;
died in Columbia in 1868.

Warren, Wirt J., Ashland ; admitted to bar in 1879; justice of the
peace of Boone county; mayor of Ashland; died in Boone county in
1906.

Wyatt, James D., Centralia; born in Kentucky ; admitted to bar
in 1876; merchant; school director; postmaster and mayor of Cen-
tralia; died in Centralia in 1887.

Wheeler, Albert B., Perche township and Columbia; admitted to
bar in 1884 ; justice of the peace; now farming near Hinton, Missouri.

Wilson, Ben S., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1888; moved to
California in 1889; now in real estate business in San Francisco.

White, J. Chapman, Sturgeon; born in Boone county ; admitted
to bar in 1889; justice of the peace of Boone county; now in business
and practicing in Centralia.

Watson, Edwin M., Columbia; born in Callaway county; ad-
mitted to bar in 1896; city attorney of Columbia; moved to Jefferson
City and St. Louis, and engaged in newspaper work; now editor and
publisher of “Columbia Daily Tribune”.

Walker, Charles J., Columbia ; born in St. Charles county ; admitted
to bar in St. Charles county in 1874 ; state senator from Boone, Calla-
way, Montgomery, Warren and St. Charles counties for two terms ;
moved to Columbia in 1900 and now member of law firm of Walker
& Walker, Columbia.

Warden, L. A., Columbia; born in Mercer county; admitted to
bar in 1906; moved to Grundy county, Missouri, in 1907 ; now prac-
ticing law and engaged in abstract business in Trenton, Missouri.

Walker, Lee, Columbia; born in St. Charles county; admitted
to bar in 1912; teacher in Missouri University Law School; now a
member of the law firm of Walker & Walker, Columbia.
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Young, Samuel A., Columbia; born in Kentucky ; admitted to bar
in Boone county in 1846; state senator; colonel of Missouri forces in
Kansas war; died in Lawrence, Kansas, in 1863.

Young, Fred B., Columbia; born in Kentucky; admitted to bar
1872; private in Southern army in Civil War; deputy circuit clerk
and deputy county clerk of Boone county; moved to St. Louis in
1881 ; thence to Dent county ; died in Lebanon, Missouri, in 1907.

Yantis, James A., Columbia; born in Saline county; admitted to
bar in Arkansas; enrolled in Boone county in 1887 ; teacher in Missouri
University Law School; moved to Muskogee, Oklahoma, in 1903 ; died
there in 1904.

Youdan, J. Claud, Sturgeon; born in Michigan; admitted to bar
in 1901 ; moved away in 1902.

Zook, Ellsworth E., Columbia; admitted to bar in 1905; moved
to Philippines in 1906.

OTHER BOONE COUNTY LAWYERS

Aside from those who practiced law in this county are a number
of Boone county men who have attained distinction as lawyers since
leaving Boone county.

John T*. Philips, wno was born and reared near Rocheport, is
now living in Kansas City. Ie has served as colonel in the United
States army during the Civil War, congressman, commissioner of
Missouri Supreme Court, judge of the Kansas City court of appeals,
and judge of the United States circuit court for Western District of
Missouri.

Gardiner Lathrop, son of the first president of the Missouri Uni-
versity, is a citizen of Kansas City, and has been president of the
Kansas City Bar Association. He is now general solicitor of the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad.

Virgil M. Harris, of the Model Farm, moved to St. Louis, and
became a corporation attorney, financier and author.

Joseph H. Maupin, of Columbia (a grandson of Judge Joseph W.
Hickam), served two terms as attorney general of Colorado.

Irvin A. Barth, of Columbia, has been practicing law for several
years in St. Louis and is a teacher in the St. Louis Law School.
He was elected judge of the circuit court of St. Louis in 1912.

Wm. W. Henderson, a Columbian by birth and a son of Judge
Jas. A. Henderson, was elected judge of the probate court of St.
Louis in 1898.
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Charles H. Mayer, a native of Sturgeon, moved to St. Joseph
and served as city attorney of St. Joseph and as state senator.

Wm. B. Hale, of the Two-Mile Prairie neighborhood, is practicing
law in New York, and is one of the legal writers and editors of the
American & English Encyclopedia of Law.

Ben E. Todd, a son of Robert L. Todd, also of Columbia, is a
lawyer in Kansas City, and teacher in the Kansas City Law School.

Robert H. Davis, of the Wilton neighborhoood, is now prac-
ticing law in Joplin. He served two terms as prosecuting attorney of
Lawrence county, Missouri.

RELATIONSHIPS

John R. Bedford was the uncle of W. Archie Bedford and Jno. S.
Bedford, and the cousin of the Robinsons.

Wm. J. Babb, Henry B. Babb and Jerry G. Babb are brothers;
they were brothers-in-law of T. B. Gentry.

Henry S. Booth and John N. Booth are brothers.

Walter E. Boulton was a son of Judge Jesse A. Boulton.

Thomas S. Carter was the father of Don C. Carter.

Boyle G. Clark is a second cousin of N. T. Gentry and Wm. R.
Gentry; also a second cousin of Wm. P. Coleman.

M. R. Conley and James P. McBaine are second cousins.

Walter W. Garth was the son-in-law of Jno. M. Samuel.

Jno. B. Gordon, David Gordon and Jas. M. Gordon were brothers;
and Jno. B. Gordon was the father of Boyle Gordon, Wellington Gor-
don, Emmett Gordon and Carey H. Gordon. Wellington Gordon was
the father of M. Fleetwood Gordon. Irvin Gordon and Webster Gor-
don were brothers, and they were nephews of Jno. B., David and Jas.
M. Gordon. And John M. Gordon was a cousin of the other Gordons.
From 1826 to 1911, Boone county had at least one Gordon who was
a practicing attorney.

Odon Guitar was also a nephew of Jno. B., David and Jas. M.
Gordon, and a cousin of the other Gordons. Abiel Leonard Guitar
is a son of Odon Guitar, and the grandson of Abiel Leonard.

Thomas B. Genfry was the brother of R. H. Gentry and the son of
Richard Gentry. Thomas B. Gentry was the father of two sons, North
Todd Gentry and William R. Gentry. He was also the first cousin
of Boyle, Wellington, Emmett and Carey H. Gordon. N. T. and Wm.
R. Gentry were the nephews of Robert L. Todd and Jno. N. Todd;
and the two last named were the sons of Roger North Todd, a brother
of Judge David Todd.
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Jas. C. Gillespy is the uncle of James E. Boggs.

Wm. G. Haydon and Curtis Haydon are brothers, and grandsons
of Judge Gilpin S. Tuttle.

Jas. A. Henderson was a brother-in-law of Wm. F. Switzler,
and the father of Wm. W. Henderson.

Judge John IHinton was the father of Dean Edward W. Hinton.

N. B. Hays is the father of Hume A. Hays.

Ruby M. Hulen is a great-grandson of Justice Wm. W. Tucker,
and a third cousin of R. S. Pollard, deputy circuit clerk.

W H. Hulett is a son of Justice J. W. Hulett, and a brother-
in-law of Don C. Carter.

J. V. C. Karnes and J. E. Crumbaugh were brothers-in-law. Mr.
Karnes married a niece of Thomas B. Gentry.

Sinclair Kirtley was the uncle of Francis K. Lynch.

James H. Moss was the son-in-law of Warren Woodson, and a
cousin of E. C. More.

Juo. I*. Murry, Jerry H. Murry and Harvey D. Murry were broth-
ers, and claimed to be of Irish descent.

F. W. Niedermeyer was the son-in-law of Hiram C. Pierce, and
Mrt. Pierce was the son-in-law of Judge James Harris, who was the
father of Judge David H. Harris.

Judge Alexander Persinger was the father of James B. Per-
singer.

R. B. Price, Jr.,, and Lakenan M. Price are brothers. Their aunt
married Frank P. Blair, Jr.

B. F. Robinson and Lewis W. Robinson were brothers; and J.
DeW. Robinson was the son of B. F. Robinson, and a cousin of Wm.
H. Robinson. W. Archie Bedford was a cousin and nephew by mar-
riage of J. DeW. Robinson. John R. Bedford was a brother-in-law
of J. DeW. Robinson.

James S. Rollins was the father of Curtis B. Rollins, and the
grandfather of I'rank B. Rollins, James Sidney Rollins, Jr., and Curtis
B. Rollins, Jr. Jno. H. Overall was the son-in-law of James S. Rollins.

Francis T. Russell was the brother of Judge Thomas A. Russell,
and the grandfather of D. W. B. Kurtz, Jr.

James W. Schwabe is the uncle of Geo. B. Schwabe.

James Jasper Searcy was the uncle of L. T. Searcy.

C. B. Sebastian is the father of Henry G. Sebastian.

James R. Shields and Wm. S. Pratt were cousins; and grandsons
of Judge William Shields.

Richard J. Smith was the father-in-law of Andrew ]. Harbinson.

John F. Stone was a cousin of Charles H. Hardin.

4



50 THE BENCH AND BAR OF BOONE COUNTY

Senator Wm. J. Stone and Squire Turner were brothers-in-law.

Wm. F. Switzler and Lewis M. Switzler were brothers, and War-
ren Switzler was the son of Wm. F. Switzler.

David Todd was the father of Robert B. Todd.

A. W. Turner was the father of Squire Turner. Squire Turner
was the father of A. W. Turner, Jr., and the father-in-law of Edward
W. Hinton.

Kirk B. Turner was a cousin of the Turners above mentioned.

Charles J. Walker is the father of Lee Walker.

Samuel A. Young was the father of Fred B. Young.



CHAPTER III

LAWYERS ACTIVE AND PROMINENT

LAWYERS IN SENATE AND HOUSE

The bench and bar of Boone county have been well represented
in both branches of the Missouri legislature; and it is said that some
Boone county lawyers of today have legislative aspirations. A complete
list of the senators and representatives from Boone county is here
given; which shows that there were thirteen senators and eighteen
representatives who were lawyers; besides several county judges and
justices of the peace, who were members of our legislative bodies.

REPRESENTATIVES

1822-1824, Peter Wright, David C. Westerfield, Elias Elston. (Mr.
Elston died and James W. Moss was elected to fill the
unexpired term.)

1824-1826, Peter Wright, John Slack, David C. Westerfield. (Mr.
Westerfield died and Thomas W. Conyers was elected to
fill the unexpired term.)

1826-1828, Tyre Harris, Thomas W. Conyers, Wm. Jewell.

1828-1830, Sinclair Kirtley, William S. Burch.

1830-1832, John B. Gordon, William S. Burch, Daniel P. Wilcox,

1832-1834, John B. Gordon, Tyre Harris, Oliver Parker.

1834-1836, John B. Gordon, Thomas C. Maupin, Sinclair Kirtley.

1836-1838, John B. Gordon, Thomas C. Maupin, Archibald W. Turner,
Michael Woods. (Mr. Woods died and Austin A. King
was elected to fill the unexpired term.)

1838-1840, John B. Gordon, David M. Hickman, James S. Rollins,
Alexander Persinger, Tyre Harris.

1840-1842, David M. Hickman, James S. Rollins, Alexander Per-
singer, George Knox, Tyre Harris.

1842-1844, William Smith, Matthew R. Arnold, William Rowland.

1844-1846, George Knox, Sinclair Kirtley, William Jewell.

1846-1850, William F. Switzler.

1850-1852, Absalom Hicks, Lewis W. Robinson, Steward B. Hatton.

(51)
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1852-1854, James M. Gordon, Stephen Wilhite, David H. Hickman.

1854-1856, James S. Rollins, Odon Guitar.

1856-1858, William F. Switzler, Joseph B. Douglass.

1858-1860, Odon Guitar, James Harris.

1860-1862, John W. Harris, James M. Gordon.

1862-1864, William Slade, William W. Todd.

1864-1866, John W. Harris, Boyle Gordon.

1866-1868, James S. Rollins, Rollin Lyman.

1868-1870, Francis T. Russell, Tyre Harris.

1870-1872, A. G. Newman, John L. Bass.

1872-1874, Squire Turner.

1874-1879, W. R. Wilhite.

1879-1883, Jas. W. Kneisley.

1883-1885, Jas. M. Proctor.

1885-1891, Jas. W. Kneisley.

1891-1893, D. W. B. Kurtz.

1893-1895, Jno. L. Paxton.

1895-1897, Henry Jenkins.

1897-1899, Wm. H. Truitt, Jr.

1899-1901, Jas. W. Kneisley. (Captain Kneisley died three weeks after
the session began, and Webster Gordon was elected to fill
the unexpired term.)

1901-1903, Wm. F. Roberts.

1903-1907, Jas. C. Gillespy.

1907-1911, Morton H. Pemberton.

1911-1915, Frank G. Harris.

1915- Wm. H. Sapp.

Representatives Westerfield, Slack, Maupin, Woods, D. M. Hick-
man, Smith, Rowland, Hatton, Stephen Wilhite, James Harris, Jno.
W. Harris, Lyman, Bass, W. R. Withite, Kurtz and Roberts were
farmers ; Representatives Kirtley, J. B. Gordon, A. W. Turner, King,
Rollins, Persinger, Robinson, J. M. Gordon, Guitar, Douglass, B. Gor-
don, Russell, S. Turner, Truitt, Web Gordon, Gillespy, Pemberton,
F. G. Harris and Sapp were lawyers; Representatives Parker, Knox,
Tyre Harris, Newman, Proctor, Paxton and Jenkins were merchants;
Representatives Moss, Jewell, Wilcox, Arnold and Todd were physi-
cians ; Representative D. H. Hickman, a banker ; Representative Switz-
ler, an editor; Representative Conyers, a tanner; Representative
Wright, a surveyor ; and Representative Kneisley, a carpenter.
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STATE SENATORS

1822-1826, A. J. Williams 1868-1872, Jas. S. Rollins
1826-1830, Richard Gentry 1872-1874, Chas. H. Hardin
1830-1834, William Jewell 1875-1877, Dan’l H. Mclntyre
1834-1838, Alex M. Robinson 1877-1879, Jno. A. Flood

1838-1840, Thomas C. Maupin 1879-1881, Jno. A. Hockaday
1838-1840, Archibald W. Turner  1881-1885, Jas. L. Stephens

1840-1842, Sinclair Kirtley 1885-1889, Jas. M. Proctor
1840-1842, Hiram Phillips 1889-1893, Sam C. Major
1842-1846, Tyre Harris 1893-1897, N. M, Baskett
1846-1850, Jas. S. Rollins 1897-1901, Ben M. Anderson
1850-1854, Sam’l A. Young 1901-1903, Thos. L. Rubey

1854-1856, Alex M. Robinson 1903-1907, Chas. J. Walker
1856-1860, Lewis W. Robinson 1907-1911, A. H. Drunert
1860-1862, Chas. H. Hardin 1911-1915, S. P. Beaven
1862-1866, Jas. M. Gordon 1915- Frank G. Harris
1866-1868, Paul Hubbard

Senators Williams, Stephens and Proctor were merchants; Sena-
tor Gentry, a tavern keeper ; Senators Maupin, Phillips and Tyre Harris
were farmers; Senators Jewell, Baskett and A. M. Robinson were
physicians; Senator Hubbard, a dentist; Senator Rubey, a teacher;
Senator Anderson, a real estate dealer, and Senator Beaven was ex-
probate judge of Callaway county. The remaining senators were
lawyers.

Senators Hardin and McIntyre lived in Audrain county; Senators
Flood, Hockaday and Beaven lived in Callaway county ; Senator Major
lived in Howard county; Senator Baskett lived in Randolph county;
Senator Rubey then lived in Macon county; Senator Drunert lived
in Montgomery county ; and Senator Walker, when he was first elected,
lived in St. Charles county. The district was changed, he moved to
Boone county and was re-elected. The remaining senators lived in
Boone county.

CIRCUIT, COUNTY AND PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS

Under different statutes, the different offices of circuit attorney,
county attorney and prosecuting attorney have been created, and the
following are the lawyers who have filled those positions since the
organization of Boone county. It will be noticed that most of these
lawyers did not live in Boone county; Hamilton R. Gamble, Abiel
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Leonard, John Wilson, Charles French and Robert T. Prewitt lived
in Howard county ; William B. Napton lived in Saline county; Robert
W. Wells and Samuel M. Bay lived in Cole county; Jno. F. Williams,
Wm. C. Barr and Jno. H. Overall were from Macon county; H. M.
Porter from Randolph county, and Jno. A. Flood from Callaway
county.

CIRCUIT ATTORNEYS
1821-1824, Hamilton R. Gamble 1848-1853, Chas. H. Hardin

1824-1826, Abiel Leonard 1853-1857, Robert T. Prewitt
1826-1827, Charles French 1857-1861, Jno. F. Williams
1827-1828, John Wilson 1861-1862, H. M. Porter
1828-1836, Robert W. Wells 1862-1865, A. J. Harbinson
1836-1837, Wm. B. Napton 1865-1869, Wm. C. Barr
1837-1838, Samuel M. Bay 1869-1872, Jno. H. Overall
1838-1848, Jas. M. Gordon 1872-1873, Jno. A. Flood

COUNTY ATTORNEYS
1848-1852, Jas. S. Rollins 1863-1865, Boyle Gordon
1852-1863, Odon Guitar 1865-1873, Wellington Gordon
PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS

1873-1875, Wellington Gordon 1893-1897, Jas. L. Stephens
1875-1881, Shannon C. Douglass  1897-1903, Jerry H. Murry
1881-1883, J. DeW. Robinson 1903-1909, Frank G. Harris

1883-1885, C. B. Sebastian 1909-1911, L. T. Searcy
1885-1891, Carey H. Gordon 1911-1915, Emmett C. Anderson
1891-1893, J. DeW. Robinson 1915- W. M. Dinwiddie

The office of county attorney was established by the Act of
February 25, 1843 (see Session Acts of Mo. 1842-1843, page 17):
but it was left to the discretion of the county court to appoint one.
The reason there was no county attorney of Boone county from
1843 to 1848 was that James M. Gordon was circuit attorney from
1838 to 1848, and he lived in Boone county, discharging the duties of
county attorney. Sinclair Kirtley, John B. Gordon and Benjamin F.
Robinson were employed as county attorney at various times prior
to 1843. For some time after this office was established, the salary
was fifty dollars per annum.

John H. Overall lived in Macon county at the time he became
circuit attorney, but moved to Boone county during his term.
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LAWYERS’' FOURTH OF JULY

On July 4, 1827, the ladies of Columbia furnished the dinner
and the Boone county lawyers furnished the oratory at a celebration
on the court house square. Judge Warren Woodson presided, and
speeches were delivered as follows: John B. Gordon, “Henry Clay,
the orator and statesman ; his bold and giant exertions in behalf of the
political rights of Missouri can never be forgotten by her grateful
citizens” ; Jesse T. Wood, “The virgin purity of elections—her pres-
ervation essential to the perpetuity of our government; cajoled by an
European parasite; debauched by a Kentucky libertine; she will in
future avoid their incestuous embraces”; Sinclair Kirtley, “General
Lafayette, the compeer of Washington, the patriot of the world; his
name will be a watchword to the sons of freedom, while tyrants have
a foe. May the sunset of his day be as peaceful as its mer1d1an was
glorious”.

On July 4, 1842, the bench and bar of Boone county showed
patriotism by having a celebration, far surpassing anything of its kind
in recent years. Judge David Todd presided, Judge John Slack was
vice president, Col. Wm. F. Switzler was secretary, and Judge John
Vanhorn was marshal. The Declaration of Independence was read
by John R. Bedford, and an oration was delivered by Wm. A. Robards,
the exercises being held under the shade of a sugar grove.

A rainstorm compelled the celebrants to seek the shelter of a
nearby church, when toasts were responded to as follows:

By Robert L. Todd: “The State University, our pride and boast.
Palsied be the hand or tongue that would do or say anything to produce
jealously or dissension among the good people of this land in relation
to its usefulness. An editor somewhere in Jackson county has at-
tempted this thing; may he have the gout in his toes and chilblains
in his fingers when he may attempt another such essay.”

By Judge Warren Woodson: “George D. Foote, Elliott P. Cun-
ningham and Phineas Kenyon, contractors for building the principal
edifice of the University of the State of Missouri, whose fidelity,
skill and untiring efforts in the discharge of their undertakings are
only equalled by the liberality of the citizens of Boone in their dona-
tions to said object.”

By James H. Moss: “May the utility of their country ever be
the mainspring in directing the actions of American citizens.”

By James S. Rollins: “The Constitution of the United States,
the richest boon bequeathed by the patriots of 1776 to their posterity,
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let us cherish and maintain its principles with the same patriotic de-
votion which actuated our forefathers in its adoption.”

By John R. Bedford: “John Tyler; a political shuffler, what he
loses in dancing he makes up in turning around.”

EXAMINATION FOR ADMISSION

Under the old law, the circuit court appointed a committee of
lawyers to examine the applicant for admission to the bar, and the
examination often took place in private. The private examination
occurred at a time when the lawyers were busy and usually was no
examination at all. The examination in open court frequently oc-
curred when the court was busy, often behind with the docket, so it
many times was formal. Mr. Wellington Gordon said that a certain
justice of the peace, who had played checkers in a law office long
enough in his estimation to be admitted to the bar, was examined in
open court in this county. He was asked to explain the difference be-
tween an executor and an administrator. “To the average man,” said
he, “there is no difference; but to the legal mind, there is a marked dif-
ference. An administrator has charge of a man’s business after his
death ; while an executor has charge of his business before death.” He
was then asked to explain the difference between a man who died tes-
tate, and one who died intestate. His explanation was that a man died
testate when he owned some property; but he died intestate when he
owned no property.

To the Boone County Bar Association as much as any other or-
ganization is due the credit of the present statute, which provides
for a state examining board and the legal standard for admission to
the bar.

LAWYERS’' LICENSES

On January 23, 1847, Thomas C. Maupin, sheriff and collector,
reported to the county court that he had collected license from Jas.
M. Gordon, Wm. A. Robards and F. T. Russell, $2.50 each.

On September 14, 1847, a similar report was made to the county
court, which showed that A. O. Forshea, Jas. S. Rollins and David
Todd paid the same license.

On May 14, 1849, Wm. T. Hickman, sheriff and collector, re-
ported that he had collected licenses from auctioneers, dramshop keep-
ers, tavern keepers, peddlers, physicians and lawyers. The lawyers’
licenses were collected from A. L. Vandiver, Garey & Robinson and
Russell & Persinger, $2.50 each.



LAWYERS ACTIVE AND PROMINENT 57

On August 13, 1850, Wm. T. Hickman reported that he had
collected lawyers’ license from Jno. B. Gordon and John M. Myers,
$2.50 each.

Strange as it may seem, lawyers as well as physicians, were re-
quired to pay for a license in the “good old days,” as provided by
Session Acts of Mo. 1847, p. 124. All lawyers or firm of lawyers
were required to deliver to the collector a written statement containing
the amount of business done by such attorney or firm within
the preceding twelve months; and a tax of $2.50 was levied if the
fees amounted to five hundred dollars or less, and at the rate of $2.50
on each additional five hundred dollars income. All of the lawyers
did not pay this license tax, but nothing seems to have been done with
those who were thus derelict.

In 1851, this law was repealed. See Session Acts of Mo. 1850-
51, page 251.

LAWYERS’ RACES

Four of the most remarkable races that have been made in Boone
county were made by lawyers, two in the county campaign, one in
the city of Columbia and the third was in this senatorial district.

J. Sam Banks was admitted to the bar in February, 1894, and
was therefore a briefless, clientless as well as penniless lawyer. He
was anxious to be city attorney, but could not get any one to nominate
him at the democratic city convention. He concluded that he would
run as an independent, as he had everything to gain and nothing to
lose. He did so, visited every dwelling house in Columbia and secured
the aid of the women of Columbia. He told them that his father,
Dr. J. W. Banks, had recently died, that his estate proved to be
insolvent, on account of the practice that he did for the poor, and
that he wanted to get a start, etc. Mr. Banks’ name was not printed
on any ticket, and every one who voted for him had to write his
name on the ballot. But such a fine campaign did he make that he
defeated the democratic nominee in every ward of democratic Co-
lumbia. Mr. Banks’ majority in the city was two hundred and
thirty-five.

Walter E. Nicklin moved with his widowed mother to Columbia
in 1886, when he entered the law department of the Missouri Uni-
versity. Two years later he graduated, and decided to run for public
administrator of Boone county. He did not know anybody outside of
Columbia, and very few persons in Columbia; and his opponent was
a lawyer of experience and of wide acquaintance in the county, as
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well as a fine citizen. Mr. Nicklin got himself a sway-back mare
that had a mule colt; and he and the old mare and mule colt visited
every election precinct that summer. He told that his opponent had
a large private business; while he had no practice at all, and would
be glad to attend to even the smallest estate. Either his argument
was convincing, or his mare and colt were pleasing; the result was
that Nicklin was successful in the democratic primary of 1888 by a
majority of one thousand and sixty votes.

In 1868, Maj. Jas. S. Rollins was a candidate for the state senate,
having announced after he learned that his friend, David H. Hickman,
had withdrawn. As Major Rollins ran as a liberal republican, most
of his friends were unable to vote, owing to disfranchisement. But
he secured the certificate of election. However, his election was con-
tested; but the senate, a majority of whose members differed with
him politically, declared him elected. It might be added that his serv-
ices in that body were of the greatest value to his county and state.

In 1876, Wm. J. Babb and Monroe Ellington were young men
just out of the University, and each desired to be public adminis-
trator of Boone county. On the day that the county democratic
convention was held in the court house, they called on a delegate,
while the convention was in session, and asked him to nominate both
of them and see which would get the most votes. The delegate de-
clined, saying they must settle it between themselves, and he would
nominate the one they agreed on. Accordingly, Babb and Ellington
drews straws, and Babb drew the long straw. Mr. Babb was nom-
inated by the delegate, and defeated the then incumbent of that office,
who was a candidate for re-election. Mr. Babb was elected at the
November election, and re-elected four years later.

LAWYERS AS FRIENDS OF EDUCATION

Not only have the bench and bar of this county been prominent
in politics, but they have been ever active in the work of education.
In 1829, the Bonne Femme Academy was organized in this county,
and Warren Woodson and Sinclair Kirtley were among the first
trustees; also County Judges William Shields, Gilpin S. Tuttle and
Overton Harris.

David Todd, Warren Woodson, Jno. B. Gordon and Sinclair
Kirtley were among the first trustees of Columbia College, the insti-
tution which was organized in 1831, and which has been termed the
“seed from which the University grew”. Thomas Miller, afterwards
a Columbia lawyer, was the first president of Columbia College, and
James S. Rollins was the first secretary of the board.
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In 1833, the Columbia Female Academy was organized. Austin
A. King was one of the first trustees, and William Shields was the
first secretary.

The bench and bar have been specially prominent in their work
for the State University. James S. Rollins, properly called the “Father
of the University of Missouri”, was largely responsible for its creation
and its location in Boone county. In this great work, he was ably
assisted by David Todd, Warren Woodson, Archibald W. Turner,
Sinclair Kirtley, Jno. B. Gordon and Jas. M. Gordon, all of whom
liberally contributed to the University fund of 1839. At different
times, the following members of the bench and bar of Boone county
have served on the board of curators; Priestly H. McBride, Warren
Woodson, William A. Robards, Alexander Persinger, James S. Rollins,
Lewis W. Robinson, Jno. B. Clark, Odon Guitar, Robert L. Todd,
Francis T. Russell, Wm. F. Switzler, Jno. F. Philips, Jno. A. Flood,
Jas. H. Moss, Squire Turner, Chas. H. Hardin and Curtis B. Rollins,
Judge John A. Hockaday, Judge John Hinton, and County Judges
William Lientz, William Shields, John Slack, Peter Wright and M. R.
Arnold. As mentioned elsewhere, R. I.. Todd was secretary of the
board of curators for a number of years, and J. G. Babb has been sec-
retary for the past twenty-five years.

Judge David H. Harris, Judge James Harris, Judge Geo. W.
Trimble, Wm. J. Babb, and Wm. H. Truitt, Jr., have been trustees of
Stephens College. And Judges Jesse A. Boulton, David Gordon,
M. R. Arnold and Alexander Persinger, and Attorneys Wm. F. Switz-
ler, Jas. S. Rollins, Boliver S. Head, Shannon C. Douglass and Frank
G. Harris have been trustees of Christian College.

Charles H. Hardin, after he moved to Audrain county, endowed
a school for girls in Mexico, now known as Hardin College.

And in 1873, when the Columbia public schools were organized,
Thomas B. Gentry was the first president of the board; and E. C.
More and Jno. M. Samuel were members. Since then, Francis T.
Russell, Odon Guitar, L. T. Searcy and F. W. Niedermeyer have served
as presidents of the school board.

Thos. S. Carter, of Sturgeon, Arthur Bruton and H. S. Booth,
of Centralia, and Eli Penter, of Ashland, have been presidents of the
school boards in their respective districts.

It should also be said in this connection that the present judge of
the circuit court, the present judge of the probate court, and all of
the practicing lawyers now living in Boone county, with three ex-
ceptions, are graduates of the Missouri University Law School.
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LAWYERS FAVOR ROADS

In 1851, when the North Missouri Railroad was constructed,
Jas. S. Rollins was elected one of its directors and served a number
of years. When the Boone County & Jefferson City Railroad (now
the Columbia branch of the Wabash) was constructed, Jas. S. Rollins,
Wm. W. Tucker, Wm. F. Switzler and Francis T. Russell were
among the promoters and directors. In 1878, when the C. & A. Rail-
road was built through the northern part of the county, Thos. S.
Carter, M. G. Singleton, J. T. Redmond, Jno. C. Richardson and
perhaps other members of the bar were its active workers and sup-
porters. When the Central Missouri Railroad was projected through
the Southern part of Boone county in 1886 and 1887, Odon Guitar
was the moving spirit. Although this road was never constructed,
the M., K. & E. (now the M., K. & T.) was built a few years later
and largely along the proposed line of the Central Missouri. And in
1899, when the Missouri Midland (now the Columbia branch of the
M, K. & T.) was constructed, Odon Guitar, Squire Turner and
Wellington Gordon made speeches, assisted in procuring the right-of-
way and in securing the necessary bonus.

The bench and bar have also worked for better county roads.
Judge John Hinton, Judge Jas. M. Gordon, Judge Joseph W. Hickam,
Jno. M. Samuel, Judge E. W. Hinton, Judge James Arnold, Robert
L. Todd and Francis T. Russell were directors of the Columbia
and Rocheport gravel road. Judge Jesse A. Boulton and Judge Hiram
Phillips were directors of the Columbia and Black Foot gravel road.
Judge David Gordon, Judge P. H. McBride, A. W. Turner, Judge
M. R. Arnold and Carey H. Gordon were directors of the Columbia
and Cedar Creek gravel road. Boyle Gordon, Odon Guitar, Judge
James Harris and Eli Penter were directors of the Columbia and
Ashland gravel road. And Judge Gilpin S. Tuttle, Jas. S. Rollins,
J. B. Douglass, Judge Warren Woodson and Judge W. Porter Tuttle
were directors of the Columbia and Providence plank road. Judge
Jno. A. Stewart is now one of the commissioners of the Columbija
special road district.

LAWYERS IN LITERARY AND DRAMATIC SOCIETIES

In 1841, the Columbia Lyceum, a debating club, was organized
and held its meetings first in the Union Church in Columbia, and
afterwards in the court house of 1847. The following lawyers were
active in its organization: Jno. F. Stone, Wm. A. Robards, Lewis W.
Robinson, Jno. R. Bedford, Francis T. Russell, Chas. H. Hardin,
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Wm. F. Switzler and Saml. A. Young; and later Odon Guitar, Robert
L. Todd, Thomas P. Giles and Squire Turner. Once a month lec-
tures were delivered by members of the lyceum in the court house,
to which the public was invited; and these lectures were equal to
many of those now delivered on the chautauqua platform or in the
college chapel. Jno. F. Stone delivered an address on “The Unfading
Beauty of Knowledge Contrasted with the Mutability of Human
Grandeur and Greatness”; and Jno. R. Bedford spoke on “The Su-
periority of Moral and Intellectual Power to Arbitrary Sway”.

A few years later, the Columbia Thespian Society was formed,
gave entertainments in the court house of 1847 and Odon Guitar,
Samuel A. Young and Francis K. Lynch were the leading performers.
It is said that some of the costumes and many of the entertainments
(mostly from Shakespeare) were equal to any to be seen on the
stage in a modern play house.

HONORED AFTER LEAVING BOONE

Five Boone county lawyers became governors after they removed
from Boone county. Austin A. King, Charles H. Hardin and Wm.
J. Stone were governors of Missouri; John J. Jacob became governor
of West Virginia ; and Benjamin J. Franklin was governor of Arizona.
Henry B. Babb became assistant attorney general of Colorado; and
James Cooney, Benjamin J. Franklin and Wm. J. Stone were elected
to Congress; and Wm. J. Stone elected to the United States Senate.
Priestley H. McBride, Thomas A. Russell, Chas. H. Mayer, Shannon
C. Douglass and Jno. G. Slate became judges of the circuit courts; Jno.
A. Rich and Geo. L. Horine became judges of criminal courts; Lewis
W. Robinson became judge of superior court; Henry F. Garey became
judge of the Baltimore court of common pleas ; and Robert B. Todd and
Priestley H. McBride became judges of the supreme courts of Louisi-
ana and Missouri, respectively. After James R. Shields moved from Co-
lumbia, he was appointed solicitor of treasury department by President
Cleveland. Mention is made of these facts, not to encourage lawyers
to leave Boone county, but to show how Boone county lawyers have
been appreciated outside of Boone county.

Several Boone county lawyers became bankers, teachers, farmers
and editors; several engaged in various pursuits of business; while
Wm. H. Robinson, Saml. A. Riggs Wm. R. Jones and Walter E.
Boulton gave up the law and became ministers. And Robert T. Haines
is on the stage.



CHAPTER 1V

COURTS OF BOONE COUNTY

CIRCUIT COURT

The first term of the Boone circuit court was held at Smithton
on April 2, 1821, and, there being no court house and no building
large enough where court could be held, Judge David Todd, the newly
appointed judge of the first judicial circuit, convened court under the
spreading boughs of a surgar tree* This tree still stands, as a monu-
ment to the bench and bar of that early time. Boone county has
had three court houses, the court house of 1824, the court house of
1847 and the court house of 1909, and all three stood on the same
public square in Columbia. Circuit court has also been held at Richard
Gentry’s tavern (which was the first house erected in Smithton), and
at the old Todd house in Columbia. It is a matter of regret that there
is no picture in existence of the court house of 1824.

JUDGES OF CIRCUIT COURT

1821-1837, Judge David Todd
1837-1840, Judge Thomas Reynolds
1840-1847, Judge Jno. D. Leland
1847-1862, Judge Wm. A. Hall
1862-1890, Judge Geo. H. Burckhartt
1890-1903, Judge Jno. A. Hockaday
1903-1909, Judge Alex. H. Waller
1909-1911, Judge N. D. Thurmond
1911- Judge David H. Harris

SPECIAL JUDGES

Judge Philemon Bliss, of Boone County
Judge Nat M. Shelton, of Macon County
Judge James D. Barnett, of Montgomery County

*This tree is now standing on ground owned by Edward Farley; and Mr.
Farley says that General Odon Guitar told him that is the tree where circuit
court was first held. And R. B. Price says that David M. Hickman and Jef-
ferson Garth pointed out the same tree to him. A picture of that tree may
be seen herein.

(62)
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Judge William N. Evans, of Howell County
Judge Nick M. Bradley, of Johnson County
Judge Samuel Davis, of Saline County
Judge R. S. Ryors, of Osage County
Judge A. D. Burnes, of Platte County
Judge Fred Lamb, of Chariton County

W. A. Martin, of Randolph County
Charles Martin, of Lincoln County
Alexander Martin, of Boone County
Lewis M. Switzler, of Boone County

E. W. Hinton, of Boone County

N. T. Gentry, of Boone County

M. R. Conley, of Boone County

CIRCUIT CLERKS

Owing to the fact that the circuit clerks have been so closely
associated with the bench and bar, and several of them have been
members of the bar, a list of the clerks is herewith given, and their
years of service.
‘ 1821-1846, Roger North Todd
1846-1867, Robert L. Todd
1867-1875, Jno. M. Samuel
1875-1883, Walter W. Garth
1883-1891, Josiah W. Stone
1891-1899, Walter F. Hodge
1899-1907, Hugh M. Hall
1907- James E. Boggs

OFFICIAL STENOGRAPHERS

In 1887, the General Assembly passed an act, providing for
“shorthand reporters” to be appointed by the circuit judge, and Judge
Burckhartt appointed Miss Laura Matthews. The following have
served in that capacity, though they have discarded the name “short-
hand reporters”, and are known as “official stenographers”:

1887-1904, Miss Laura Matthews, Columbia
1904-1909, Arthur B. Chamier, Moberly
1909- Howard B. Lang, Fulton

Before 1887, the lawyer or lawyers who lost in the circuit court
prepared the bill of exceptions; and usually did so one night during
that term of court. Old lawyers say that it often took them all night
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to write out the testimony; and that no one thought of taking until
the next term in which to prepare the bill. But the appointment of
a stenographer almost revolutionized the practice. Prior to that, few
lawyers practiced in the appellate courts and few cases were ap-
pealed. But after Miss Matthews learned to prepare bills of ex-
ceptions, appellate practice was simplified and Boone county lawyers
snon became familiar with proceedings in the higher courts.

Mr. Chamier is now a practicing lawyer in Randolph county and
a member of the firm of Hunter & Chamier.

Mr. Lang is a very useful man in this judicial circuit; he not
only understands short-hand, but acts as interpreter for witnesses who
are deaf and dumb.

JUDICIAL CIRCUITS

At the time of the appointment of Judge Todd to the circuit
bench in 1821 by Governor Alexander McNair, the first judicial cir-
cuit extended from Callaway county to Independence and from the
Osage River north to the Iowa line.

On February 5, 1825, the first judicial circuit of Missouri was
formed (see R. S. Mo. 1825, page 279), and this circuit consisted
of the counties of Boone, Howard, Chariton, Ray, Clay, Lillard
(now Lafayette), Saline, Cooper and Cole. At that time, Missouri
had only four judicial circuits.

On March 17, 1835, the first judicial circuit was formed (see
R. S. Mo. 1835, page 162), and this circuit consisted of the counties
of Howard, Boone, Callaway, Randolph, Monroe, Cole, Saline and
Cooper. At that time, Missouri had seven judicial circuits.

By Act approved January 31, 1839, the counties of Randolph,
Callaway, Boone and Howard were placed in the second judicial
circuit. See Session Acts of Missouri, 1839, page 34.

On March 27, 1845, the second judicial circuit was formed (see
R. S. Mo. 1845, page 321), and this circuit consisted of the counties
of Audrain, Boone, Callaway, Howard, Randolph and Macon. At
that time, Missouri had fourteen judicial circuits.

On December 12, 1855, the second judicial circuit was formed
(see R. S. Mo. 1855, page 545), and this circuit consisted of the
counties of Boone, Callaway, Howard, Randolph and Macon. At that
time, Missouri had sixteen judicial circuits.

On March 15, 1872, the second judicial circuit was formed (see
Session Acts of Mo. 1872, page 31), and this circuit consisted of the
counties of Boone, Howard, Randolph, and Callaway. At that time,
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Missouri had twenty-nine judicial circuits. On April 7, 1892, the
General Assembly passed an act placing Randolph, Howard, Boone
and Callaway in a circuit known as the ninth judicial circuit (see
Session Acts of Mo. 1892, page 9).

On April 13, 1909, the thirty-fourth judicial circuit was formed
(see Sessions Acts Mo. 1909, page 416), and this circuit consisted of
the counties of Boone and Callaway. At that time, Missouri had
thirty-five judicial circuits.

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

On January 10, 1860, the Sturgeon .court of common pleas was
established, and it was made a part of the second judicial circuit (see
Session Acts of Mo. 1859-1860, page 17). It was given jurisdiction
in civil cases over parts of four counties, viz., Boone, Audrain, Howard
and Randolph. A two-story brick building in the eastern part of
Sturgeon serves as a court house and also a city hall. This court
continued to be presided over by the judge of the Boone circuit court
till 1909, when Boone and Callaway were formed into a new circuit;
and the Sturgeon court of common pleas remained a part of old circuit.
The lawyers who have practiced in this court are mostly the lawyers
from the northern part of Boone county, and lawyers from Mexico
and Moberly. After M. M. Jesse quit the practice, Thos. S. Carter
was the only attorney who had more than one case during a term
of this court. So when Judge Hockaday told the marshal (who was
a new official) to open court, he went to the window and called out,
“Oh, yes; oh, yes; oh, yes; Tom Carter’s court of common pleas is
now in session!”

JUDGES OF COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Judge Wm. A. Hall Judge Jno. A. Hockaday
Judge Geo. H. Burckhartt Judge Alex H. Waller

SPECIAL JUDGES

Wellington Gordon E. C. Anderson
Arthur Bruton Thos. S. Carter
N. T. Gentry
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CLERKS OF COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

It is appropriate here to give a list of the clerks of this court,
and their years of service:

1860-1864, Jackson T. Burnham
1864-1865, Samuel F. Cross
1865-1866, Benj. F. Croswhite
1866-1873, Marshall H. Harris
1873-1890, Thomas S. Carter
1890-1900, Jacob V. Kemper
1900-1902, Samuel N. Yeates
1902-1913, W. F. Keith

1913- W. Hunter Price

COUNTY COURT

The first term of the county court was also held at Smithton,
and on February 19, 1821, and court was opened by Justices Lazarus
Wilcox and Anderson Woods. They were later joined by Peter
Wright, who was the first presiding justice. There being no public
building in Smithton, court was convened at the tavern kept by Col.
Richard Gentry. The first official act on that day was the appointment
of Warren Woodson, as clerk of that court, which office he held
continuously till 1860; and he was afterwards county clerk in 1867
and until his death in 1868.

JUDGES OF COUNTY COURT

1821-1822, Peter Wright, Anderson Woods, Lazarus Wilcox

1822-1826, William Lientz, Lawrence Bass, Silas Riggs

1826-1826, Priestly H. McBride, Jas. E. Fenton, Wm. Shields

1826-1827, Priestly H. McBride, Tyre Harris, John Henderson

1827-1827, Tyre Harris, William Shields, John Henderson

1827-1828, Priestly H. McBride, John Henderson, Young E. Hicks

1828-1829, Jas. W. Moss, Joseph Marshall, William Lientz

1829-1831, Jas. McClelland, Jas. W. Moss, William Lientz

1831-1833, Jas. McClelland, Tyre Harris (resigned in 1832), Jos. W.
Hickam

1833-1834, Jas. McClelland (died in office in 1833), Jos. W. Hickam,
Michael Woods

1834-1834, Jos. W. Hickam, Jas. W. Moss, Michael Woods

1834-1835, Michael Woods, James M. Gordon, Jesse Hart (died in
office in 1835)



COURTS OF BOONE COUNTY - 67

1835-1836,

1836-1838,
1838-1840,

1840-1841,
1841-1842,
1842-1846,
1846-1858,
1858-1860,
1860-1862,
1862-1863,
1863-1865,
1865-1867,
1867-1870,
1870-1872,
1872-1874,
18741875,

1875-1876,
1876-1877,
1877-1879,
1879-1881,
1881-1883,
1883-1885,
1885-1887,
1887-1895,
1895-1897,
1897-1898,
1898-1899,
1899-1901,
1901-1905,
1905-1911,
1911-

James M. Gordon, Michael Woods (resigned from office
in 1836), Hiram Phillips

Jas. M. Gordon, Alexander Persinger, Hiram Phillips
Hiram Phillips (resigned from office in 1840), Matthew R.
Arnold, Overton Harris

Matthew R. Arnold, R. H. Gentry, Overton Harris
Matthew R. Arnold, Jas. W. Daly, Overton Harris
Alexander Persinger, Jas. W. Daly, Gilpin S. Tuttle
Alexander Persinger, Jas. W. Daly, John Vanhorne
Alexander Persinger, Jas. W. Daly, John W. Hall

James W. Daly, John W. Hall, James Arnold

James W. Daly, James Arnold, Hiram Phillips

James W. Daly, David Gordon, James Arnold

James W. Daly, David Gordon, John Berkebile

James Arnold, John W. Hhall, James Harris

James Arnold, David Gordon, James Harris

James Harris, David Gordon, Jno. Y. Batterton

David Gordon (died in office in 1875), Boyle Gordon (re-
signed in 1875), Jno. Y. Batterton, Jesse A. Boulton, Hail
T. Wright

Jno. Y. Batterton, Jesse A. Boulton, Hail T. Wright
Jno. Y. Batterton, Jesse A. Boulton, Hail T. Wright
David Pipes, Jesse A. Boulton, Hail T. Wright

David Pipes, Wm. F. Roberts, James Harris

David Pipes, Wm. F. Roberts, W. Porter Tuttle

Wm. F. Roberts, Jas. M. Angell, W. Porter Tuttle
Wm. F. Roberts, Jas. M. Angell, Andrew F. Gentry
Wm. F. Roberts, Jas. M. Angell, Frank M. Smith

Ben M. Anderson, Geo. W. Trimble, Jno. A. Stewart
Ben M. Anderson, W. F. Robinson, Jno. A. Stewart

Geo. W. Trimble, W. F. Robinson, Jno. A. Stewart
Chas. C. Turner, W. F. Robinson, W. S. Wilson

Chas. C. Turner, S. N. Woods, W. S. Wilson

Chas. C. Turner, S. N. Woods, Jno. S. Bedford

Wm. T. Johnson, Ben Tate, Joshua T. Rowland

Four county judges were lawyers, viz., P. H. McBride, Alexander

Persinger,

Jas. M. Gordon and Boyle Gordon; Ben M. Anderson,

Jno. A. Stewart and Geo. W. Trimble were in the real estate business ;

James W.

Moss and Matthew R. Arnold were physicians; Gilpin S.

Tuttle and W. Porter Tuttle (uncle and nephew) were merchants;
Peter Wright and William Shields were surveyors; Jesse A. Boulton
was a teacher ; and Anderson Woods was a Columbia Baptist preacher.
The remaining judges were farmers.
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COUNTY CLERKS

The county clerks, too, have constituted a part of the bench and
bar of this county; so it is proper that their names should here be

given, and their years in office:

1821-1860, Warren Woodson
1860-1867, Joseph B. Douglass
1867-1868, Warren Woodson
1868-1875, Henry N. Cook
1875-1891, Wallace W. Batterton
1891-1899, Jno. F. Murry
1899-1907, L. T. Searcy
1907-1915, Jno. L. Henry

1915-

Chas. W. Davis

SHERIFFS

The sheriffs of Boone county are properly mentioned, as several

of them have been prominent as lawyers and judges.

have been our sheriffs:

1821-1822, Overton Harris
1822-1826, James Barnes
1826-1830, Harrison Jamison
1830-1834, Thos. C. Maupin
1834-1836, Wm. S. Burch
1836-1840, John Martin
1840-1844, Fredrick A. Hamilton
1844-1848, Thos. C. Maupin
1848-1850, Wm. T. Hickman
1850-1854, Jos. B. Douglass
1854-1858, Jeremiah Orear
1858-1862, Jno. M. Samuel
1862-1864, Jas. H. Waugh
1864-1866, Jno. F. Baker
1866-1868, James C. Orr

The following

1868-1870, Frank D. Evans
1870-1872, James C. Orr
1872-1877, Jas. C. Gillespy
1877-1879, Jas. C. Orr
1879-1883, Josiah W. Stone
1883-1887, Wm. A. Goodding
1887-1891, Jno. G. Evans
1891-1895, Wm. I. Roberts

11895-1899, Jas. T. Stockton

1839-1901, Wm. R. Baldwin
1901-1905, Frank C. Bradford
1905-1909, Fount Rothwell
1909-1913, Wilson Hall

1913- G. B. Sapp

PROBATE COURT

As clerk of the county court, Warren Woodson was also probate
judge, and discharged the duties pertaining to that office for many
years. Afterwards, probate jurisdiction was given to the county court;
but at all times, the court deferred to the judgment of Judge Woodson
in probate matters. In 1872, the general assembly separated the pro-
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bate business from the county court, and created the probate court.
Judge James A. Henderson, of the Boone county bar, was first ap-
pointed probate judge by the governor, and served till the next election;
when Judge John Hinton, a business man of Rocheport, and a farmer
in Missouri township, was elected; and he served for nineteen years.

JUDGES OF PROBATE COURT

1821-1826, Judge Warren Woodson
1872-1873, Judge Jas. A. Henderson
1873-1891, Judge John Hinton
1891-1892, Judge Walter W. Garth
1892-1907, Judge Lewis M. Switzler
1907- Judge John F. Murry

JUVENILE COURT

In 1913, the General Assembly passed an act, providing for a
juvenile court in counties like Boone, and giving jurisdiction over
juvenile offenders to the probate court. Miss Laura Searcy, daughter
of L. T. Searcy, was appointed probation officer for Boone county.
After a few cases had been presented to the Boone probate court, the
question of the constitutionality of the legislative act was raised; and
the court took the matter under advisement. Then a similar case arose
in Callaway county, and the circuit court of that county held that the
state constitution fixed the jurisdiction of the probate court, and that
it had no jurisdiction in criminal cases, and this decision was affirmed
by the supreme court (see State ex rel. v. Tincher, 258 Mo. 1).

JUSTICE’S COURT

As far as our records show, the first civil case ever tried before
a justice of the peace in this county was the case of Henry Elliott &
Son against Robert Hinkson, which was a suit on a judgement ren-
dered by a justice of the peace of Ste. Genevieve county. This suit
was filed on January 22, 1821, and John Slack (the grandfather of
Miss Pearle Mitchell) was-the justice. Mr. Slack then lived on a
farm about three miles southwest of the present postoffice of Hinton,
and on a stream known as “Slack’s Branch.” The summons com-
manded the constable to notify the defendant to appear before the
justice at the dwelling house of said justice in Smithton township.
The words of “Roche Perche township” were first written in this sum-
mons, and then a line was drawn through them, and the words
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“Smithton township” added. In this summons, the words “Territory
of Missouri” were first written, and then the word “Territory” erased
and the word “State” was interlined. The justice also forgot that
Boone county was no longer a part of Howard, for he wrote “County
of Howard”, and then scratched Howard and wrote Boone. Robert
Hinkson was the man for whom Hinkson Creek was named. He lived
on a farm east of Columbia, near that stream. At the trial of this
case before the magistrate, Hinkson lost; but he was successful on
appeal to the circuit court.

In November, 1820, Governor McNair commissioned the first
justices of the peace of Boone county; they were John Slack and
John Henderson, of Smithton township ; Tyre G. Harris and John Gray
of Monitor township; Tyre Martin, of Cedar township; and John
Anderson, of Roche Perche township. In 1821, Governor McNair
commissioned Richard Cave and Harrison Jamison, of Columbia town-
ship; James Cunningham, of Cedar township; and Silas Riggs, of
Rocky Fork township. The commission of each justice recites that
he had been appointed by the general assembly of the state. In 1822,
Governor McNair commissioned Jas. R. Abanathy and William Shields
justices for Rocky Fork and Cedar townships respectively; and their
commissions recite that they had been appointed by the county court.
In 1821, there were only five townships in Boone county, Smithton,
Monitor, Rocky Fork, Cedar and Roche Perche. Smithton township
consisted of the present township of Columbia and two miles off of
the east part of the present township of Missouri, and four sections
of land in the southeast corner of the present township of Perche.
Monitor township consisted of what is now Missouri township, except
two miles off of the east part thereof. Roche Perche township con-
sisted of the present township of Perche, less the four sections in the
southeast corner thereof. Rocky Fork township consisted of the
present townships of Rocky Fork, Centralia and Bourbon. Later, in
the year 1821, the name of Smithton township was changed to Colum-
bia, and the name of Monitor township was changed to Missouri; and
the lines between Columbia, Missouri and Perche townships were es-
tablished as they are now. In June, 1854, Bourbon township was
organized by an order of the county court, and it included what is
now Bourbon and Centralia townships, and a small part of Perche
township. In July, 1874, Centralia township was organized by an
order of the county court. Hence some of the justices of Rocky Fork
township were afterwards justices of Bourbon township, and two
of the justices of Bourbon township were afterwards justices of Cen-
tralia township.



COURTS OF BOONE COUNTY 71

By referring to the list of justices, it will be seen that Boone
county has been singularly fortunate in the selection of them. One
justice became county clerk, three circuit clerk, three prosecuting at-
torney, one circuit attorney, two county surveyor, and three state sena-
tors. Dr. T. S. Sneed was a physician, while Dr. A. J. Harris and '
Dr. Paul Hubbard were dentists. Walter C. Maupin, R. H. Bullard,
M. P. Baldwin, Jackson T. Burnham and Wm. H. Jeffries were min-
isters. Light justices were merchants, three real estate agents and
thirty-nine were lawyers. Frank D. Evans was a banker, John T.
McCauley a miller, Fenton P. Griffin an editor, and C. V. Bicknell
a carpenter. The others were farmers.

In 1845, the justices of Columbia township had the first and
fourth Mondays in every other month for law days; the justices of
Cedar township had the fourth Saturdays in every other month for
law days; the justices of Rocky Fork township had the third Fridays
in every other month for law days; the justices of Missouri township
had the third Thursdays in every other month for law days; and the
justices of Perche township had the second Saturdays in every other
month for law days. These dates were duly advertised in the “Mis-
souri Statesman".

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

BOURBON TOWNSHIP

W. L. Wayne Geo. W. Gulick
Archibald B. Sweeney S. W. Early

Reed Jones Joseph E. Proctor
R. F. Cook John T. McCauley
H. S. Chalman S. W. Shryock

Robert Schooling
Giles Adams
Overton G. Harris
N. B. Burks

W. R. Schooler

Randolph S. Simms

John D. Hawkins
W. T. Jarman
Joseph W. Collins
E. G. F. Ross
Wm. B. Yeates
James M. West
Samuel C. Clinton

J. B. Allison

J. W. Patterson
David S. Mahan
W. D. Oliver
Jno. A. Douglass
S. F. Cross

A. S. McAllister
G. F. Brundege
Saml. N. Yeates
S. N. Woods
Dr. A. J. Harris

Emmett C. Anderson

Joel A. Douglass
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A. A. Simms

T. S. Sweeney
Andrew F. Gentry
W. S. St. Clair

Tyre Martin
James Cunningham
William Shields
James Callaway
James Harris
William Huggait
G. W. Tuttle

Geo. H. Johnson
Mosias Jones
Overton Harris
R. M. May

Jacob Kuykendall
John Ellis

Samuel Winfrey
Geo. T. Watson
Franklin Jackson
Francis Connelly
Walter C. Maupin
Jesse Griffin

R. A. Bondurant
Robert J. Martin
Jas. H. Fulkerson
Jno. G. Shelnut
William Little
Isaac T. Jeffrey
Jno. A. Dykeman
Ben F. Orear
Thos. C. Parker
Andrew G. Payne

Wm. L. Connevey
James M. West
S. W. Early

Jas. M. Angell

J. C. White
J. W. Hulett
Mansil Sims

CEDAR TOWNSHIP

John Ripetoe
Henry T. Britt
Wm. P. Boqua
James Pilcher
R. H. Bullard
R. V. Burnett
Frank M. Smith
Wm. W. Wilson
L. L. Lindsey

R. A. Roddy
Chas. B. Adkins
Jas. E. Ballenger
Jas. G. Roddy
E. R. Westbrook
Tyre M. Jones
Wirt J. Warren
W. J. Patterson
B. R. Carrender
Luther T. Pulliam
Asa C. Bledsoe
D. N. Epperson
Wm. R. Old

Jas. H. English
Jas. S. Pauley
D. R. Martin

L. L. Nichols
Fenton P. Griffin
Jno. A. Thomas
H. A. Niemeyer

CENTRALIA TOWNSHIP

Philip S. Hocker
Thomas S. Sneed
Dr. A. F. Sneed

Thomas B. Sparlock



COURTS OF BOONE COUNTY

73

Henry S. Booth
D. N. Newman
Josiah Hall

Jno. K. Boyd
Joseph H. Crews

Joe H. Cupp
Chas. W. Lyon
Chas. C. Jennings
Hume Smith
Jas. T. Stockton

COLUMBIA TOWNSHIP

Richard Cave
Harrison Jamison
Thomas D. Grant
John Williams
Richard Gentry
Priestly H. McBride
Jesse T. Wood
James Barnes
Warren Woodson
James Kirtley

Peter Wright
Alexander Persinger
B. F. Robinson
Levi McGuire
James M. Gordon
Archabald W. Turner
Henry H. Ready
Thomas Porter
Madison D. Stone
Francis T. Russell
David Gordon
William A. Carter
Lewis H. Pemberton
Alex Douglass

Jas. H. Northcutt
Dr. Paul Hubbard
John Lackland

Wm. L. Connevey
Jas. A. Henderson
Thos. B. Gentry
Richard J. Smith
Samuel Batterton
James T. Harris
James Bergwin

James R. Shields
F. F. C. Triplett
William H. Jacobs
Frank D. Evans
Jno. M. Samuel
William J. Babb
Wm. S. Pratt
Wm. H. Allen
Wm. A. Goodding
C. B. Sebastian
J. G. Babb

J. E. Crumbaugh
Walter E. Boulton
Webster Gordon
Ben F. McGuire
Wm. H. Truitt, Jr.
Walter E. Nicklin
Jas. C. Gillespy
H. E. Brown
Warren Frazier
C. V. Bicknell

Ev. M. Bass
Jasper A. Phillips
J. Sam Banks

W. P. Berry

Jno. S. Bicknell
Jas. E. Boggs

Jas. T. Stockton
James Hale

Wm. S. Banta

J. C. Ballew

D. W. B. Kurtz, Jr.
Henry G. Sebastian
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MISSOURI TOWNSHIP

Lewis W. Robinson

John Gray

I. C. Hensley
John T. Foster
William Lientz
Joseph W. Hickam
Dabney Patton
James W. Daly
John Henderson
Jesse B. Dale
Wm. H. Phillips
Reuben M. Hatton
George C. Cole

F. A. Field

Jasper Turner
Washington Knox
William Raymond
Jesse Turner
James T. Harris
Ira E. Purden
Geo. H. Sexton
Alex Douglass
James Arnold
John Bowman
Robert G. Lyell
Saml. D. Cochran
William Slade

Tyre G. Harris

John Anderson
Tyre G. Harris
John Slack

John Anderson
William Boone
John Corlew
Robert Schooling
Lawrence Roberts
W. M. Shaw

J. H. Ravenscraft
Saml. L. Tuttle
Levi Burroughs
Henry C. Mooth
Thomas Chapman
Nimrod Watson
Geo. W. Maupin
Wesley Scobee
Eugene Baldwin
Tyre H. Boggs
Benton White
Eugene Scott
John A. Daily

A. J. Woods
Danl. E. Hulett
M. P. Baldwin
F. B. Hatton
Jas. M. McKee
O. F. Hatton
Geo. H. Cox
Marion Yeager
Jno. F. Chillis
E. E. Williamson
M. T. Slater

MONITOR TOWNSHIP

John Gray

PERCHE TOWNSHIP

William Berry
Geo. H. Sexton
John Barclay
Westley Burks
Thos. C. Colly
David B. Rowland
M. L. A. Via
Chas. E. Sexton
Wm. Milhollen
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Overton G. Harris
Chas. C. Rowland
Thomas Matheny
J. W. Horseman
John Skinner
Maston G. Corlew
Thomas J. Barrett
Harlim M. Petty
John B. Little
James F. Jarman
Alex Douglass
Andrew F. Gentry
H. B. Matthews

W. H. H. Fenton
Richard ¥. Matheny
W. C. Dickerson
John C. Marcum

J. F. Beasley

Geo. W. Denham

G. W. Allton
Jackson T. Burnham
J. T. Taylor
Stephen A. March
Jas. A. Oliver

Jno. H. Stover

Ed. Long

ROCKY FORK TOWNSHIP

Silas Riggs

Jas. R. Abanathy
Jas. E. Fenton
Samuel Riggs
Squire I. Redman
Hardaman Stone
Young E. Hicks
Esem Harmon
Moses Baker
Jacob McBride
Wm. T. Berry
Wm. B. Woodruff
W. S. Wagner
John B. Logan
Thomas A. Simms
Wm. W. Tucker
John W. Hall
Archibald B. Sweeney
James Lampton
Burdit A. Blanton
Giles Adams

James G. Kelly
Lewis G. Berry
Carry A. Ward
Jas. M. Hicks
Philip J. Quissenberry
Peter F. Carter
David N. Hall
Jno. T. McCauley
S. C. Quissenberry
Josiah Hall
Samuel Rutledge
Hugh M. Hall
Wm. H. Jeffries
W. F. Robinson
Jasper N. Roberts
Riley D. Winn

J. B. Clark

Wm. Morgenthaler
S. H. McMinn
Ed. L. Daugherty
Jas. H. Carpenter

SMITHTON TOWNSHIP

John Slack

John Henderson

Justice’s court has been held in the court house, in the city halls
of Columbia, Ashland, Centralia, Rocheport and Hallsville, as well



76 THE BENCH AND BAR OF BOONE COUNTY

as in the building used by the Sturgeon court of common pleas, in
justice of the peace offices and in many of the school houses-of the
county. The opera houses at Ashland, Rocheport and Centralia have
often been used ; and the shade trees of Harrisburg, Deer Park, Engle-
wood, Brown Station and Jacob’s pasture have furnished temporary
quarters for litigants and attorneys in warm weather.

OLD TODD HOUSE

A picture of the residence of Roger North Todd is shown in
this book, and the same is interesting for several reasons. It is sit-
uated on the south side of Broadway, between Third and Fourth
streets, Columbia, and it was erected by Mr. Todd in 1823. It is,
therefore, one of the oldest buildings now standing in Boone county.
One room of this house was used as an office by Mr. Todd, and the
deed records and court records were kept there for many years. This
office was the occasion for the law suit between Mr. Todd and the
county, which is told in another part of this book. The building was
afterwards added to on the east and used as the residence of Col.
Francis T. Russell; and the name of another attorney is connected
with the house; D. W. B. Kurtz, Jr., was born there. The place is
now known as the Geo. W. Smith property.

COURT HOUSE OF 1824

In a letter written for the “Columbia Herald” in 1902, Thomas
B. Gentry described the court house of 1824, as follows:

“Boone county’s first court house stood on the public square in
Columbia, a short distance West of where the Baptist church was
erected, after the first court house was torn down. I think I first saw
it about 1833. I once saw it on fire. F. A. Hamilton, then sheriff,
was on the roof, and a large crowd of people had gathered around.
Hamilton shouted for more water, which was brought in buckets and
the fire on the shingle roof was put out.

“The building was an old-fashioned square, two-story, brick
structure, hip-roofed, with a sort of round box at the apex of the
roof. It faced Walnut street at the point of the ending of Guitar
street. I think it lasted about twenty-three years; being erected soon
after the removal of the townsite from Smithton to Columbia; and
was torn down after the erection of the present court house in 1847.
The material in the old house was sold to Rochford and hauled to a
vacant lot where he built with the old brick, a very good dwelling
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house now owned by Mr. Karl Kehr, and is on West Broadway,
just East of the M., K. & T. frame depot.

“Tn the old court house there was a door to the west, one to
the north and one to the east. The ground floor was paved, about
two-thirds of it, with brick. In this lower story there was erected an
inner court in the north end of the room, semi-circular in form, and
of curious and quaint construction. This inner court was for the
judge on the bench, which was very much elevated; the clerk just
below him; and the sheriff and deputies; lawyers, litigants, witnesses
and jurors. The rest of the crowd in attendance were barred out;
and had to remain down some two feet below, on the brick pavement
on the ground floor. The prisoner occupied what was called the pris-
oner’s dock, and was seated across the room from and opposite the
witness chair, presumably in order that he might ‘confront his ac-
cusers’. At the first term of circuit court held in this building, I
am told that Judge David Todd presided, and James Barnes was
sheriff. The old court house got in a dangerous condition, and would
shake in time of storm. I once saw Judge Leland, the clerk, sheriff,
four or five lawyers, several witnesses and jurors run a race, trying
to get out of the building during a severe wind storm. After the
wind had ceased, some of the lawyers jokingly told the judge that
was not the legal way to adjourn court; but the judge replied that
self-preservation was the first and most important law he had learned.

“The public records were kept in the one-story, brick building,
which was covered with a tin roof, and stood some distance south
of the courthouse; and the log jail, then called ‘goal’, was kept by
John Kelly, afterwards by Hezikiah Speeks, and was situated some
distance to the east and north of the present court house, on the court
house square.

“In August, 1843, Col. Thomas H. Benton (for whom I had
the honor to be named), passed through Boone county in a stage coach,
and made a political speech in this court house, and a crowd listened
to him. He stated that there were persons present who would live
to see the day that ‘a person with a loaf of bread and a ham of meat
could make the journey across the plains’. He thus predicted the
building of the Pacific railroad, which has been built, and the journey
is now one of only a few days in sleeping and dining cars, instead
of one of several weeks in a stage coach, or still longer in ox wagons.
Benton also said that the day would soon come when a railroad would
be built through our state along the bank of the Missouri river. And
now we have a railroad along each bank of that river, practically
all the way across our state. This speech of Senator Benton oc-
casioned much merriment and criticism from his political enemies.
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- “By the way, Boone county needs a new court house again,
which I hope will be voted and built on the old site in the center of
the old square where the first one stood. T. B. GENTRY.”

The county court records do not contain any description of the
court house of 1824, neither can any contract for its erection be
found. Though the records show that there were some differences
between the county court and the builders, who were then called
“undertakers”. .The court made an order empowering Jno. B. Gor-
don, “commissioner of the seat of justice”, to look after the interests
of Boone county. As far as the records show, Mr. Gordon was the
only man who held this position.

In 1847, after the new court house was completed, the lawyers
held a farewell meeting in the court house of 1824, at which Sinclair
Kirtley presided; and speeches were made by Jas. S. Rollins, Wm.
A. Robards, Jas. M. Gordon, Samuel A. Young and Thomas P. Giles.
The old court house was then torn down.

COURT HOUSE OF 1847

The court house of 1847 was erected partly on the public square
and partly in Eighth street, and the same was used as a court house
until 1909, when it was torn away. Having some sentiment, and
the State University just having been completed a few years before,
and it being at the south end of Eighth street, our people erected
this court house at the north end of Eighth street. The center door
of the court house was due north of the center door of the University,
and the two were just one-half mile apart. The court house had a
cupola, and in 1859 Jas. L. Stephens (father of our fellow-countyman,
E. W. Stephens) contributed the money, purchased a clock and this
“town clock” was used by the public just one-half a century.

The dedication of the court house of 1847, occurred on Monday,
November 22, 1847, the day that the county court accepted the build-
ing and paid the balance due the contractors. At this meeting, Hon.
Alexander Persinger, presiding judge of the county court, presided;
Rev. Moses U. Payne acted as chaplain; and music was furnished
by Judge Jesse A. Boulton’s singing class. Dr. William Jewell, su-
perintendent of the building, made a speech presenting the keys of
the building to the county court, and Judge Persinger responded.
Other speeches were made by Wm. F. Switzler, Jno. B. Gordon and
President Jno. H. Lathrop, of the University. W. M. Winter was
architect of this building ; Larkin Richardson, contractor for the stone
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work; Henry Keen, contractor for the brick work, B. McAlester,
contractor for the wood work; and R. & C. Asbury, plaster con-
tractors.

In this court house, the old lawyers used to tell how they, and
those who practiced earlier than they did, “rode the circuit,” in com-
pany with the judge. They told of the unbridged streams they
crossed, of the wild prairies and thick forest they passed through,
of the storms they weathered and of the meager accommodations they
found at the crossroad taverns. They said that sometimes days were
spent traveling from one town to another; and lawyers, jurors and
witnesses must needs wait till the waters or snowdrifts or muddy
roads would permit them to proceed on their journeys.

Here the lawyers used to listen to Judge Burckhartt, during
recess, tell his hunting and fishing stories, especially the stories about
his wonderful dog, “Old Charlie”. Here Judge Burckhartt decided
that the words of a song were admissible in evidence, as tending to
prove the character of the woman who sang that song. Here Judge
Hockaday decided that a Baltimore Jew should be sworn, seated and
with his hat on, when he said that the administration of an oath in
that manner was the most binding on his conscience. Here Judge
Waller said that the judge of a court who could not take notice of
and did not know that a half pint of whisky was less than three gallons,
was a very poor judge. Here we heard Hon. Ben M. Anderson, pre-
siding judge of the county court, decide that a proposed road was
of great public necessity, if it passed near a church, a school house or
a drug store. Here Coroner D. E. Hulett, while holding an inquest,
peremptorily instructed the jury to find that, under the law and the
evidence, a certain negro man was killed by his son but that the
shooting was done in self-defense. And here Dr. W. Pope Yeaman,
lawyer, minister and statesman, delivered such an eloquent and learned
speech on the gold standard in 1896 that he was invited to and did
visit Ohio, Indiana and other states, and delivered said speech; it
being considered the best and most logical exposition of the doctrine
of those who were opposed to the free and unlimited coinage of silver
at the ratio of sixteen to one.

On February 22, 1876, a most interesting performance was given
in the circuit court room, termed a “Reception to President and Mrs.
Woashington”. Many of our citizens, prominent among whom were
the members of the Boone county bench and bar, dressed in “ye olden
style”, and represented the heroes and heroines of 1776. The char-
acters represented and those who impersonated them were as follows:
Maj. Jas. S. Rollins and wife represented President and Mrs. Wash-
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ington; Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Price represented Thomas Jefferson
and wife; Judge and Mrs. Geo. W. Trimble represented John Adams
and wife; Thomas B. Gentry and wife represented General and Mrs.
Mifflin; Col. Wm. F. Switzler and wife represented Benjamin Frank-
lin and wife; Dr. Paul Hubbard represented Dr. Benjamin Rush;
Col. E. C. More and wife represented General and Mrs. Lafayette;
Judge Philemon Bliss represented John Jay; Jno. M. Samuel repre-
sented General Knox; Warren Switzler acted as Washington’s private
secretary ; Lewis M. Switzler was “Tom Collins” ; and our brother Jas.
C. Gillespy took the part of John Hancock. Patriotic music was
furnished by Mrs. E. C. More, and by the Misses Russell, daughters
of Col. Francis T. Russell.

There have been held in this old court house proceedings before
referees, proceedings in bankruptcy, trials before the police judge,
preliminary examinations in felony cases, gravel road meetings, water
works meetings, municipal ownership meetings, railroad meetings, fair
association meetings, farmers’ alliance meetings, state grange meetings,
the state meeting of the Mexican War veterans, the state meeting
of the ex-Confederate veterans, teachers’ meetings, local option meet-
ings, anti-local option meetings, civic league meetings, Fourth of
July celebrations, Washington’s Birthday celebrations, old settlers’ re-
unions, and republican, democratic, greenback and populist conventions
and ratification meetings almost without number. The great pianist,
Blind Boone, gave his first public musical entertainment in the county
court room.

In 1892, when the main building of the State University was
destroyed by fire, the different churches of Columbia opened their
houses of worship to different classes, and the county court turned
over the two court rooms to the law department, and Judge Alexander
Martin, Judge Jno. D. Lawson and Prof. Jas. A. Yantis lectured
in said rooms. So it is a fact that not only mule cases were tried in
the court house, but “mules” were there taught the study of law.

On five occasions, our people have been called together, and, in
this building, without regard to political ties, have given expression
to their sorrow over the death of our national officials, Presidents
Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley, and Vice Presidents Hendricks and
Hobart. Similar meetings have been held on occasions when some
of the prominent citizens of our county have died, Jno. H. Lathrop,
Warren Woodson, Jno. W. Harris, James Harris, Jno. M. Samuel,
Jas. S. Rollins, John Hinton, Robert L. Todd, Jas. L. Stephens, B.
McAlester, W. Pope Yeaman, Wm. F. Switzler, Odon Guitar and
others. Here, the lawyers have always met after the death of a
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brother lawyer, and, laying aside whatever differences they formerly
entertained, have taken appropriate action regarding the loss of one
with whom they labored. And here memorials have been prepared
and resolutions adopted regarding the death of Judge David Todd,
Judge Wm. A. Hall, Judge Geo. H. Burckhartt, Judge Jno. A. Hock-
aday, Judge P. . McBride and Judge Philemon Bliss.

Some noted men in state and national politics have made speeches
in the court house, viz., Hon. Jas. M. Seibert, Hon. Elijah Gates,
Hon. Sam B. Cook and Judge Wm. H. Wallace, Senators James
Shields, F. M. Cockrell, Wm. J. Stone and Jas. A. Reed, Lieut. Gov-
ernor Chas. P. Johnson, Governors Chas. H. Hardin, A. P. Morehouse,
David R. Francis, A. M. Dockery, Joseph W. Folk and Elliott W.
Major, Congressmen Jno. B. Clark, Jno. B. Clark, Jr., John Cosgrove,
Jno. T. Heard, U. S. Hall, David A. DeArmond, James Cooney and
D. W. Shackelford, and Consul General E. C. More to democratic
audiences; while Governors B. Gratz Brown and Herbert S. Hadley,
Senators Carl Scurz, Jno. B. Henderson and William Warner, Con-
gressmen Jas. S. Rollins, D. Pat Dyer, Chas. G. Burton and Jno. P.
Tracy, Mayor C. P. Waldridge, Lieut. Governor, formerly State Treas-
urer, J. F'. Gmelich and Hon. Charles Nagel, Secretary of Commerce
and Labor, made speeches to republican audiences. C. H. J. Taylor
and J. Milton Turner, both colored lawyers, have made democratic
speeches in the county court room; and Nelson Crews, also colored,
has there made two or three republican speeches. In fact, so many
public functions have here been held, and so many men of state and
national reputation have taken part in those functions, that the Boone
county court house became one of the historic buildings of Missouri.

At the front door of this building, sheriffs, special commissioners,
trustees, executors, administrators and guardians have conducted pub-
lic land sales; and shortly after the Civil War, several indolent persons
were sold, by authority of the vagrant law. In 1872, the Boone County
& Jefferson City Railroad (now the Columbia branch of the Wabash)
was sold at that door, at public auction under the mortgage. Our
county surveyor has there conducted the public letting of contracts
for bridges; and all kinds of chattels have there been sold by sheriffs
and constables. In 1905 the Columbia & Cedar Creek Turnpike was
sold at public auction at the front door. And finally, on August 17,
1908, this building, itself, was sold by Sheriff F. Rothwell at auction,
under the order of the county court, and purchased by Fyfer & Cal-
vert, administrators of the estate of J. Th. Fyfer deceased, at the
price of seventeen hundred and fifty dollars. Dr. William Jewell, who
was superintendent of the construction of this building in 1846-7, had

6
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inscribed on a marble slab, “Oh Justice, when expelled from other
habitations, make this thy dwelling place”, and this slab was placed
over the entrance of the front door of the building, and was sold
with the building. But the Fyfer heirs presented that slab to Boone
county, and the same has been appropriately placed in the south en-
trance of the court house of 1909.

On Saturday night, June 19, 1909, the lawyers of Boone county
held a farewell meeting in the old court house and a number of vis-
itors were in attendance. On that occasion, C. B. Sebastian spoke on
“The Court House Before the War”, Judge Lewis M. Switzler spoke
on “The Court House During the War,” and N. T. Gentry spoke
on “The Court House Since the War”. A flashlight picture of the
lawyers, seated in their accustomed places, was attempted to be taken
by Joseph L. Douglass, but unfortunately some mistake was made, and
the picture was worthless. The lawyers then adjourned to the Gordon
hotel, where a banquet was held, at which Judge E. W. Hinton acted as
toastmaster, and some more humor and eloquence was indulged in.

On the Monday following, the work of wrecking the court house
of 1847 began. It having been reported that certain old coins, news-
papers and a bottle of whiskey had been deposited in the corner-stone
of the court house, a crowd was daily in attendance and eagerly watched
the workmen as they removed parts of the court house foundation.
But they were disappointed, for neither old coins, newspapers nor
spiritious liquor was found.

COURT HOUSE BELL

For many years the court house bell, which hung in the cupola
of the court house of 1847, was rung for various purposes. Every
morning it announced the time for the opening of circuit court, also
at the opening of the afternoon session, and the night session. Then
it was rung whenever a public meeting was held in the court house;
it was rung in time of fire; and during the Civil War, it gave the alarm
when soldiers were coming. It always rung the old year out and the
new year in: but the old bell ceased to be used when the court house
was torn down and it is now in the possession of J. K. Fyfer.

Not only were lawyers notified to come to court by the ringing
of this bell, but it was the custom for the sheriff to go to the south
window of the court house and call a tardy attorney three times. This
was specially noticable with reference to two attorneys, and some per-
sons thought that court could not be held without their presence. One
day Judge Hockaday told the sheriff to call J. DeW. Robinson; when
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Mr. Robinson spoke up and said, “I am here, your honor, it is not
necessary for the sheriff to give me any free advertising.”

CLERK’S OFFICE BUILDINGS

The law suit with Circuit Clerk Todd over the payment of rent for
an office caused the county court on May 11, 1835, to appropriate eight
hundred dollars “for the purpose of building two fire-proof clerk’s
offices for the county of Boone, 18 by 36 feet.” Jno. B. Gordon and
Oliver Parker were appointed commissioners to contract for and super-
intend the erection of said building. It was a one-story building, with
a shed room in the rear; and it stood on the same ground where in
1872, the two-story brick clerk’s office building was erected.

In 1872, the two-story clerk’s office building was erected at the
southwest corner of the public square, some twenty feet west of the
court house. This building cost sixty-three hundred dollars; J. W.
Kneisley was the contractor and Jno. M. Samuel was appointed special
commissioner to superintend it. The circuit clerk, recorder and county
clerk occupied rooms on the first floor, and the probate judge, prosecu-
ting attorney, public administrator and surveyor occupied rooms on the
second floor.

COURT HOUSE OF 1909

After three unsuccessful elections, the people of Boone county held
a fourth election on September 30, 1905, and decided to build a new
court house. It was erected on the public square in Columbia, some two
hundred feet northwest of the old clerk’s office building, which stood
just west of the court house of 1847. The new court house was built
by J. A. McCarter, contractor, under the direction of J. H. Felt & Co.,
architects, at a cost of one hundred and nine thousand dollars. The
new court house was dedicated on the first day of the June term
(Monday, June 21st) of the circuit court, 1909. Court was opened
by Judge N. D. Thurmond, who presided; James E. Boggs was clerk,
Wilson Hall was sheriff, and G. B. Sapp, deputy sheriff. After the
formal opening of court on that day, an adjournment was had till that
afternoon, when Judge Lewis M. Switzler presided, and Rev. W. S.
St. Clair acted as chaplain. A poem was then read by Miss Julia
Turner, now Mrs. Dennis Craighead, daughter of Presiding Judge
Charles C. Turner, of the county court; and speeches were delivered
by E. W. Stephens, Frank G. Harris, William Hirth, Judge Jno. S.
Bedford, Judge Wm. F. Roberts and Dr. A. W. McAlester. Music on
that occasion was furnished by the Sturgeon brass band.
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As the court house neared completion, the county court employed
Fount Rothwell to act as superintendent, and then employed him to
level and beautify the court house grounds.

One of the first social functions held in the court house of 1909
was given in December, 1909, by the “Possum Club,” a new social
organization, which has passed out of existence. R. B. Price was
elected president of this club, and Hon. Frederick W. Lehmann, of
St. Louis, Hon. Jas. A. Reed, of Kansas City, Hon. W. D. Vandiver,
of Cape Girardeau, and Judge W. M. Williams, of Boonville, were
among the orators at the 'possum party. Other visitors were from
Mexico, Jefferson City, Fayette, Moberly and Kirksville; and all en-
joyed the fat Boone county ’possums. A flash light picture of this
company was taken, and the same may be seen in many law offices
in Columbia. Members of the Boone county bar, who belonged to the
"Possum Club, were E. W. Hinton, W. H. Rothwell, H. A. Collier,
Boyle G. Clark, J. P. McBaine, R. B. Price, Jr., Curtis B. Rollins, M. R.
Conley, William Hirth, E. M. Watson and N. T. Gentry; and Judges
C. C. Turner, S. N. Woods and Jno. S. Bedford, of the county court.
Chief Justice Lamm, of the Missouri Supreme court, was invited to
be one of the speakers, but was unable to attend. The following is
his letter of regret:

Jefferson City, Mo., Nov. 30th, 1909.
My Dear Mr. Gentry:

Your letter of the 27th was delayed because of coming here in a
round-about way—uwia Sedalia. It is impossible for me to accept your
attractive invitation to address the Columbia "Possum Club at its first
annual meeting on December 6, 1909. I take it the invitation meant
that I was not only invited to speak but to eat. Now a new club is
likely to be hatched under auspicious circumstances. Doubtless there
will be a feast of reason and a flow of soul plus a feast of viands and
other flows with a brilliant assemblage of orators and wits—and it is
hard luck to not be able to attend. Maybe I never will get another
invitation, because, however select your company, it stands to reason
there may not be as many holes as there are pegs. However it be, the
facts are as stated.

This court is too far behind in its work for as humble a member
as I am to slip his collar and harness, jump the fence and canter about
in fresh fields and pastures new.

The ’possum as an edible is prized by some epicures but he has
more attractions to me than as a mere article of food. His mildness
under affliction is a cardinal virtue. Smitten on one cheek he turns the
other. Dead, he comes to life again. He is the only animal known to
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me that ever had the honor of originating a policy for statesmen and I
think you have done very well to commemorate him by making him a
part of the style and name of your firm.

Long live the Possum Club of Columbia.

Sincerely yours,
) Henry LaMM.

The next important function held in the new court house was the
celebration of Missouri Day, August 10, 1910, under the auspices of
the Old Settlers’ Association of Boone county. Thos. S. Carter, vice
president of the association, presided on this occasion, and speeches
were made by Chas. M. Hay, of Fulton, Judge Wm. F. Roberts, of
Hallsville, and Walter Williams and Frank G. Harris, of Columbia.
Patriotic music was furnished by Mrs. C. B. Sebastian, and Misses
Frances L. Denny and Madge Mundy, all of Columbia. At twelve
o’clock, the ladies of Columbia served a dinner, which fully sustained
their reputation in that line and was appreciated by lawyers as well as
laymen.

Much of the credit for the success of the last court house election
was due to General Guitar, L. T. Searcy, then county clerk, Frank G.
Harris, then prosecuting attorney and Fount Rothwell, then sheriff.



CHAPTER V

THE JUDGES
JUDGE DAVID TODD

Hon. David Todd was a native of Kentucky, but was living in
Franklin, Howard county, when Governor McNair appointed him cir-
cuit judge. He afterwards moved to Columbia, and later opened a law
office in Columbia. He was a member of the Kentucky legislature
before moving to Missouri.

Judge Todd was a very dignified man, and it is said had the ap-
pearance of an ideal judge. It was his custom to take a nap every day
after dinner, before returning to the court house. On one occasion,
he had company and neglected taking his nap, but hurried to court.
Immediately after dinner, one of the lawyers was making a long argu-
ment to the jury, and Judge Todd went to sleep on the bench. In a
moment he awoke, and, interrupting the lawyer in his argument, said,
“Mr. Clerk, enter up a fine against David Todd, of ten dollars, for con-
tempt of court. I will break up this habit of going to sleep, or I will
break the court.”

Judge Todd was a social man, and had many warm personal
friends, and especially was he friendly towards a Scotchman named
Campbell, who was a stonemason. Campbell often attended court as
a visitor, and was specially interested in hearing the trial on one occa-
sion, which was a suit over a horse. Unfortunately, Campbell got
drunk during the noon recess, and, when he came back into the
court room, he stumbled over himself and fell to the floor. When
Judge Todd asked what was the matter, Campbell looked up and said,
“Judge, T am a horse; I am a horse, Judge.” Judge Todd quickly re-
plied, “Mr. Sheriff, take that horse out, lock him up in my stable and
keep him there till I call for him.” The Judge then called the sheriff
to one side and told him if Campbell would stay out of the court room
while he was drunk, all would be well.

On another occasion, Judge Todd tried a man for stealing a mule,
and when the case was called, the defendant rose in the court room
and answered ready for trial. Judge Todd asked who was his attorney,
and to the surprise of every one the man said that he had no attorney
and did not care to have one. Judge Todd told him that he should
employ an attorney if he was able to do so; but if he was not able,
then the court would appoint an attorney to represent him. As the
defendant insisted that he was able to employ one, but did not want
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one, Judge Todd reluctantly allowed the case to proceed to trial. The
circumstances against the defendant were suspicious, but there seemed
to be a reasonable doubt as to his guilt. After the state had closed,
the defendant declined to introduce any evidence, but asked the priv-
ilege of saying a few words to the jury. Of course, this request was
granted, and he said, “Gentlemen of the jury, it is time all of us mule
men should stand together,” and took his seat. The jury retired, Judge
Todd left the bench during the recess that followed, and when he had
an opportunity to speak to the accused, he told him that he had made
a great mistake in talking as he did to the jury. “There was a strong
probability,” said the Judge, “that you would be acquitted, but now
that you have insulted every member of the jury, I fear that you will
not be accorded the benefit of the reasonable doubt to which you are
entitled.” In a short time, however, the jury brought in a verdict of not
guilty, and the defendant’s last words to Judge Todd were, “You see,
Judge, I knew the men on that jury better than you did.”

During the latter part of his term, Judge Todd became financially
embarrassed, and was sued on a note in his own court. He made no
defense, but when he called the case, he directed the clerk to enter up
judgment against David Todd, by default. Later the judgment was
paid in full. '

On the day that Judge Todd was married, he left home with the
soldiers for the war of 1812; and in a short time was fighting in Indiana
and in Canada. He was a captain in this war.

In 1840, Judge Todd was one of the delegates from Missouri to
the National Whig Convention, and assisted in nominating Gen. Wil-
liam Henry Harrison for President. Judge Todd served under General
Harrison in the War of 1812, and was strong for “Old Tippecano”. So
prominent was Judge Todd in that convention, that he was appointed a
member of the notification committee; and a month or so later, went
with the other members of that committee to General Harrison’s home,
and formally notified him of his nomination. On this occasion, a log
cabin had been erected in honor of the fact that Harrison had been born
in a log cabin, and all of the delegates and visitors were invited to take
a drink of hard cider out of a gourd. Tt was at this meeting that the
author of a campaign song, as well as the song itself, became famous.
The first verse of the song was:

“What has caused this great commotion,
Motion, motion, our country through?
'Tis the band that’s moving on
For Tippecano and Tyler, too.

Yes, Tippecano and Tyler, too.”
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The friendship between Harrison and Todd was so warm that
Harrison wrote Todd, after the election, that if there was a vacancy on
the supreme bench of the United States during his term, Todd would
be appointed to that position. Unfortunately for Judge Todd, the
President only lived a few weeks of his term; and Vice President Tyler,
who become President, left the whig party, turned democrat and ap-
pointed a democrat to the supreme bench.

Hon. Thomas Shackelford, of Howard county, who was for many
years one of the best posted men on Missouri history, said that Judge
Todd first advocated the establishment of Boone county, and that he
was the first man to suggest that it be named for Daniel Boon. Judge
Todd and Col. Boon were personal friends in Kentucky as well as in
Missouri, and Boon died in Missouri a few weeks before the organiza-
tion of Boone county. The early deed records and court records spell
the name of this county, “Boon”.

JUDGE THOMAS REYNOLDS

Hon. Thomas Reynolds, of Howard county, served as judge of this
circuit from 1837 until he resigned in 1840. Judge Reynolds was a
Kentuckian by birth, moved in early youth to Illinois, where he served
as representative, speaker of the house of representatives, attorney gen-
eral and judge of the supreme court. After moving to Missouri, he
was representative from Howard county, speaker of the house of rep-
resentatives, judge of the circuit court and governor of Missouri. He
died in Jefferson City, while governor.

Hon. Thomas Shackelford, of Glasgow, said that Gen. John B.
Clark, also of Howard, once obtained a change of venue from the
Boone Circuit court in a most unusual manner. General Clark was
exceedingly anxious to get a change of venue for his client, who was
indicted for murder, and Judge Reynolds seemed determined not to
grant it to him. The defendant was a man of wealth, and this county
did not, at that early day, have a large population. So General Clark
employed two men, the one with a petition asking the Governor to
pardon his client if he was ever convicted, and the other with a petition
asking the court and jury to hang his client for the commission of that
crime. Before the trial term of court was reached, nearly every man
in Boone county had signed one or the other of these petitions. After
spending two days trying to select a jury and after hearing from the
venire summoned that they had all formed or expressed an opinion, and
had taken sides in that case, Judge Reynolds was forced to grant the
defendant a change of venue.
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JUDGE JNO. D. LELAND

Hon. Jno. D. Leland was a native of Virginia but was living in
Saline county at the time he was appointed circuit judge. He then
moved to Howard county and served as judge of this circuit from
March, 1840, till his sudden death in June, 1847, in the midst of the
June term of the Boone circuit court.

One member of this bar was specially noted for not paying his
debts, and Judge Leland knew that fact, to his sorrow. On one occa-
sion that lawyer said something improper in court, and Judge Leland
directed the clerk to enter up a fine of five dollars against him. The
lawyer asked the court where he was to get the money to pay that
fine, as he was penniless. Judge Leland replied that he had better
borrow it from some friend. The lawyer said, “Well, your honor,
you are as good a friend as I have, I apply to you to loan that sum
to me.” Judge Leland then said, “Mr. Clerk, you may remit the fine;
the state of Missouri is better able to lose that sum than I am.”

At times, Judge Leland was a little sarcastic, especially toward
certain members of the bar. During the trial of a case before him,
one of those lawyers objected to the question of opposing counsel, as
he said the same was not proper at this “stage of the game.” Judge
Leland said, “Game! Let me remind the attorneys that this is the
court room, and not a town tavern, nor a lawyer’s office.”

While Judge Leland was on the bench, a question of practice
arose and was discussed by two Boone county lawyers. One lawyer
said he knew he was right, as that was the practice in the justice of
the peace court. With a pronounced tone of sarcasm, Judge Leland
said, “I do not know whether that is correct or not, as I am not
familiar with the practice in that court.”

JUDGE WM. A. HALL

Hon. Wm. A. Hall was born in Maine, moved to Virginia in
early youth and lived there until he was twenty-five, when he moved
to Randolph county, Missouri. He then moved to Fayette, opened a
law office and edited a democratic newspaper. He was a presidential
elector on the James K. Polk ticket in 1844. It is said that Judge
Hall was a great walker, and often walked from Fayette to his mother's
home in Randolph county, a distance of thirty miles. He moved back
to Randolph county and was appointed circuit judge in 1847, the very
day of his marriage. In 1861, Judge Hall and General Sterling Price
were chosen to represent their senatorial district in the state convention,
Judge Hall being opposed to secession. He was prominent in that con-
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vention, and made a reputation as an orator and a parlamentarian.
Judge Hall resigned from the circuit bench when elected to congress,
serving two terms. He then devoted himself to farming in his home
county, and died there in 1888.

Judge Hall did not enjoy a long speech; and often cautioned the
lawyers against making such deliverances, and frequently said that
there was no need for them to repeat their argument over and over
again. A certain lawyer still persisted in making his usual long pre-
sentation of his client’s cause. One day in December, he made an
argument to the court, and he talked till late in the afternoon, when
dark came on, and he still talked. One by one his spectators and
brother lawyers left the room; and finally the lawyer asked the sheriff
to get a lamp, which he did. When the lamp was lighted, it was dis-
covered that Judge Hall, too, had left the court room; and that the
lawyer had been speaking to an empty bench.

After Judge Hall was elected to Congress, he learned from Presi-
dent Lincoln that he desired to appoint Hon. Willard P. Hall (a
brother of the judge) to a position on the United States supreme
bench; but that a certain republican senator objected. The president
therefore suggested that Judge Hall had better see that senator, which
he did. The senator frankly gave as his reason for opposing the ap-
pointment the fact that he had been told that Judge Hall said that he
would not trust him (the senator) any further than he could throw
a bull by the tail. Judge Hall said, “I don’t remember ever to have
said that; but, by ——, sir, I have often thought it.” As a result, the
appointment was not made.

Hon. U. S. Hall, for many years an attorney and a member of con-
gress from Randolph county, is a son of Judge Wm. A. Hall, and he
too often practiced in Boone county. To the son we are indebted for
the good likeness of Judge Hall.

JUDGE GEO. H. BURCKHARTT

Hon. Geo. H. Burckhartt was also a citizen of Randolph county,
having been born there shortly after the removal of his parents to this
state from Maryland. He was a farmer and school teacher, and was
admitted to the bar and opened an office in Huntsville. He held the
office of circuit judge from 1862 till his death, which occurred in 1890.
The “Ousting Odinance” of the “Drake Convention” of 1865, having
declared vacant all the circuit judgeships in the State, Judge Burck-
hartt, who was a Union man during the war, was reappointed by Gov.
T. C. Fletcher, republican, and re-elected by the people in 1868, 1872,
1876, 1880, 1884 and 1888.
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During one of the campaigns, Judge Burckhartt was seeking re-
election, and, as usual, he was shaking hands with the voters. He
knew a great many people in the circuit, which then consisted of four
counties, and he pretended to know all of them. In fact, it was dif-
ficult to tell when he did not know a person. Captain F. F. C. Triplett
arranged to have a young man meet Judge Burckhartt a short
time before the election. Judge Burckhartt shook hands with
him very cordially, and asked about his father. The young man pre-
tended to be surprised and said, “Father is dead.” The Judge said,
“Why, yes; I knew that; I meant to ask how is your mother.” The
young man replied “Judge, mother died before father did.” To which
Judge Burckhartt said, “Well, well; how are you; I know you are
alive.” A little later in the day it was arranged for Judge Burckhartt
to meet the same young man, and again the judge very cordially shook
hands with him and asked about his father. The young man replied,
“Judge, he is still dead.”

N. T. Gentry, then a young lawyer, once complained to Judge
Burckhartt that he had been appointed to defend paupers more times
than other lawyers. But Judge Burckhartt replied, “That is all right,
Gentry ; you get the experience and your clients get in the penitentiary;
and you both get what you are needing.”

One day while Judge Burckhartt was holding court, a man who
had never been in the court house was on the street with a load of
wood. He was getting anxious to sell his load and go home, and was
told by a friend that a man in the court house wanted some wood.
Accordingly, the gentleman walked into the court house and up the
steps into the circuit court room; there he was lost. IHe saw so many
persons that he did not know just what to do; so of course he did
the wrong thing. He saw Judge Burckhartt sitting on a platform
a little higher than the rest, and he called out to him, “Say, are you
the fellow what wants a load of wood?’ Judge Burckhartt stopped
proceedings, and inquired into the matter; and, when he learned that
it was an innocent mistake, he joined with the others in laughter.

In 1881, Judge Burckhartt was called to St. Louis, to try one of
the noted murder cases of Missouri, State vs Kring. He went and
distinguished himself as a trial judge, and attracted the attention
of the entire state. Judge Burckhartt was the first judge from a coun-
try circuit to be called to St. Louis to hold court; and his eminent
fairness and ability came near making him judge of the supreme court.
On appeal, the supreme court held, for the first time, that it was proper
to call in Judge Burckhartt to preside at a criminal trial (see State vs
Kring, 74 Mo. 612).
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Major J. H. Finks, marshal of the supreme court of Missouri,
but formerly circuit clerk of Howard county, tells the following about
Judge Burckhartt, which occurred about 1880. Capt. John Eaton was
an extensive farmer living East of Fayette near the Moniteau creek,
and the owner of a large number of cattle. William Reeves was an
old negro who lived near Captain Eaton, and the owner of two or three
cows and calves. Eaton’s hired men told him that “Old Bill”’, as he was
called, had one of the Eaton calves, and refused to give it up. After
talking with Bill, and learning that he claimed the calf, Captain Eaton
again talked with his employees about it. It seems that some of them
did not like Bill, and “had it in for him”, so to speak. The result was
Captain Eaton brought a replevin suit for the calf, and the case was
taken on appeal to the circuit court. After the jury was empanelled,
Old Bill stood up and, addressing Judge Burckhartt, said “Mahse
George, may I say something?”’ Judge Burckhartt consented ; and Bill
said, “My little boy has been playing with my calf and riding it all
summer. Now, if he can’t go up to Mahse John Eaton’s place, put a
rope around that calf’s neck and ride him home, then I don’t want the
critter.” Captain Eaton readily consented; and the judge, jury, lawyers
and all went out to the Eaton farm, and saw the little negro catch the
calf, without any trouble, tie a rope around the animal’s neck and ride
him down the road to the old negro’s place. Judge Burckhartt laughed
as I never saw him laugh before; and Captain Eaton, who was one of
Howard’s best citizens, dismissed the case and paid all expenses.

Judge Burckhartt was a gentleman of the old school, a very gallant
man, and never failed to be polite to ladies. Whenever he saw a lady
in court, he called the sheriff’s attention to her and saw that she had a
comfortable seat. This characteristic stayed with him as long as he
lived. During his last illness, and a short time before he died, a young
lady relative visited Judge Burckhartt’s room to inquire about him.
His eyes were closed when she entered the room, and she quietly walked
in, when the judge opened his eyes. The lady apologized for waking
him, and assured him that she did not want to disturb him. Calling
her by name, Judge Burckhartt said, “I hope I will never live to be so
old that T will not be awakened by the rustle of a young lady’s petti-
ccat.”

JUDGE JNO. A. HOCKADAY

Hon. Jno. A. Hockaday, a native of Callaway county, was attorney
general of Missouri and state sentator from the A. B. C. District: he
was an eminently fair and able judge. He never took a plea of guilty
from even the humblest person without first appointing an attorney
to investigate the case. After thirteen years of judicial service, Judge
Hockaday died in office, and every lawyer in all four of the counties of
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his circuit felt that he had sustained a personal loss. Judge Hockaday
was so just and careful in his decisions that he had no opposition either
for the nomination or at the general election.

While he was on the bench, a jury, after an hour’s deliberation,
returned into court this verdict: “We, the jury, agree to disagree.”
Judge Hockaday promptly said: “Well, gentlemen, if that is true, I am
going to send all of you to jail. You have taken an oath to decide this
case according to the law and the evidence ; and now if you have agreed
to disagree, you have violated your oaths.” The foreman, Lafayette
Hume, suggested that he thought perhaps the jury could now agree.
Judge Hockaday allowed the jury to again retire, and in a short time,
a verdict was returned.

Although Judge Hockaday was a dignified man in court, there
was congiderable dry humor in his make up; and he enjoyed a practical
joke. Mr. E. W. Stephens, a nephew of Judge Hockaday, is the au-
thority for the following. Judge Hockaday and Mr. R. B. Price were
brothers-in-law, and the judge visited Mr. Price at Mr. Price’s home
in Columbia, one evening near the close of the Civil war. Mr. Price
was complaining about certain things that the Federal soldiers, some
of whom were then encamped on the University campus, were doing.
He said, “No one can approve of such things; and I tell you, sir, if
one of those soldiers or officers should come to my place, I would not
allow him to enter. My house is my castle.” Judge Hockaday then
walked out of Mr. Price’s house and over to Mr. J. L. Stephens’
residence, where he dressed up as a Federal soldier and then appeared
on Mr. Price’s front porch. Mr. Price looked out through the glass
door, and when he saw a soldier dressed in blue, he quickly opened the
door, saying, “Walk in, sir; walk in, sir; have a seat.”

Judge Hockaday was absolutely indifferent as to the verdict of
the jury; he did what he thought was right, and he allowed the jury
to do what it believed to be right. Two attachment cases against the
same defendant were for trial on the same day in his court, and the
first one was tried by a jury. While the jury was out, all parties agreed
to try the second case before the court, on the same evidence and
argument that the court had just heard in the first case. Judge Hocka-
day promptly decided in favor of the defendant. In less than half an
hour, the jury in the first case returned a verdict in favor of the plain-
tiff. A motion for a new trial was filed in each case, and Judge
Hockaday overruled both motions. He said, “There was evidence
both ways, and the jury looked at it one way and I looked at it the
other: and I acted as the jury in one case and twelve men acted as the
jury in the other case.”
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As before stated, Judge Hockaday was fond of fun, and was very
quick witted. He tried a will case in Columbia, wherein it was claimed
that the testator, who was an old man, was of unsound mind, and that
he did many unusual things about the time of the execution of the will.
One witness testified that the testator told him that he was a Chippewa
Indian; and that the testator made a mistake and called his foot his
hand; that at another time, the testator made a mistake in dressing
himself, put his coat on first, then his vest over it and tried to put
his arms through the legs of his pants. As soon as the witness
finished his testimony, Judge Hockaday wrote on a piece of paper and
handed to the attorneys the following:

“The old Indian came from Chippewa,
He looked at his foot and called it his paw.
He put his vest on over his coat,
And buttoned his pants up around his throat.”

Judge Hockaday was not given to exaggerating, but he did once
and was excusable. He always came to Columbia by way of Centralia,
and frequently complained about the rate of speed at which the Colum-
bia train then traveled. After being delayed for an unusually long time,
and, missing his dinner, he said, “The last time I traveled this branch
road, a lady boarded the train at Centralia, and I noticed she had a
baby in her arms, and when we reached Columbia that baby was old
enough to marry.”

Judge Hockaday was once a candidate for the democratic nomina-
tion for governor, and lacked only a few votes of securing the nomina-
tion. But some false reports were started on him at the last moment;
and it was too late to contradict them. He was also a candidate
against Hon. Richard P. Bland for Congress, and although he had
a popular man for his opponent, Judge Hockaday received a hand-
some vote. In 1898, after the death of Mr. Bland, although not a can-
didate for Congress, Judge Hockaday received the votes of the dele-
gates from a number of counties in the eighth district.

JUDGE A. H. WALLER

Hon. Alexander H. Waller, a native Missourian, served two years
as prosecuting attorney of Randolph county and mayor of Moberly.
He was still living in Moberly in 1903, when he was appointed by
Governory Dockery to fill the unexpired term of Judge Hockaday. He
served as judge of this circuit till in 1909, when the legislature created
the thirty-fourth judicial circuit, composed of Boone and Callaway
counties. It was a matter of regret by all the lawyers of Boone and
Callaway that Judge Waller would no longer have those counties in
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his circuit; but the court business justified the formation of another
circuit.

Judge Waller, who was president of the Randolph county bar, had
much to do with the organization of the bar association of that county,
and with the good feeling existing between the members of the bar,
and the courteous treatment by one lawyer of another. He always
insisted that the law was one of the highest and noblest of professions,
and that a lawyer should always treat his brother lawyer as a gentle-
man.

Judge Waller tells a story on a justice of the peace lawyer, with
whom he practiced some years ago. It seems that this gentleman was
good at the trial of a case before a magistrate, but knew nothing of
proceedings in the circuit court. Once he brought suit against the
Wabash Railroad Company for damages; and, of course, was suc-
cessful before the justice. When Judge Waller took an appeal to
the circuit court, this gentleman was like a fish out of water; but he
determined to do his best. The railroad had three experts to testify,
and of course they had theories that were unanswerable, and they
swore the ground from under the plaintiff. The lawyer tried to cross-
examine one expert, but his cross-examination made matters worse:
5o he asked no questions of the other two. But, in his closing argu-
ment, this J. P. lawyer said; “Gentlemen of the jury, there are three
kinds of liars. First, there is the good-natured fellow who tells lies
just to entertain the boys, not intending to injury any one. He is the
harmless liar. Second, there is the fellow who tells mean stories on
good men, and on good women ; and tells them for the purpose of caus-
ing trouble. He is the vicious liar. Third, then there is the fellow
who sits in a library or laboratory, in between terms of court, and
studies up things to swear to; and he swears to it all in the name of
science, and he will hang any man, or ruin any man for life. He is
the expert liar.”

Judge Waller is still judge of the ninth judicial circuit, composed
of Howard and Randolph counties, and the Sturgeon court of common

pleas. _
JUDGE N. D. THURMOND

Hon. N. D. Thurmond, who is a native of Callaway county,
served as prosecuting attorney and representative from Callaway
county ; also as city councilman and city attorney of Fulton. He was
appointed judge of the thirty-fourth judicial circuit by the governor in
April, 1909, and held that position for nearly two years.

While Judge Thurmond was prosecuting attorney of Callaway
county, he prosecuted a man for petit larceny, the stealing of two
bushels of speckeled corn, popularly known as “bloody butcher” corn.
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Three witnesses testified to the fact that the corn was taken and that
they tracked the defendant by grains of corn that were dropped along
the road all the way from the corncrib to the defendant’s house, that
they found the defendant in possession of and in the act of shelling
the corn, and that the defendant admitted to them that he had stolen
it. The constable testified to similar admissions made by the defendant
to him. The case was tried before a magistrate at Readsville; and
on the witness stand, the defendant admitted making the statements
to the state’s witnesses, as testified to by them; but the defendant
denied his guilt. Three witnesses were then called, and all three of
them testified that the defendant’s general reputation for truth and
veracity was bad. The jury retired and brought in a verdict of not
guilty. When Judge Thurmond asked two of the jurors how they
happened to acquit when the defendant had admitted his guilt, one of
the jurors said, “Well, you proved that his reputation for telling the
truth was bad; so we had to clear him.”

Under the old law, an applicant for admission to the bar was
examined by a committee appointed by the court, some times privately
but usually in open court. Judge Hockaday once appointed Judge Thur-
mond, who happened to be attending that term of the Boone circuit
court, to examine a University student, who desired to be licensed to
practice law. It should be stated that this examination occurred in
November, 1900, just after the second McKinley-Bryan campaign, and
Judge Thurmond had left the democratic party in 1896 and joined
the republicans. When he asked the young gentleman about the statute
of uses and trusts, and requested him to define a trust, he said, “Mr.
Thurmond, I have heard a good many speeches during the last cam-
paign, but I really don’t know which political party is in favor of
trusts, and which is opposed to them.”

At the first term and on the first day of holding court in the new
Boone county court house, Judge Thurmond delivered an address to
the lawyers and visitors present, which address was appropriate and
dignified. As soon as he had finished, a colored woman, who had
previously been convicted of raising a check, and, who wanted to be
paroled, appeared inside of the bar. Judge Thurmond asked her what
he could do for her; and her reply was, “I want to see the Judge, I
want to be enrolled.”

While Judge Thurmond was on the bench, the wife of an editor
of this county was summoned as a witness, and expected to testify
to some minor matter. Not being familiar with legal terms and feeling
out of place in the court room and especially on the witness stand, she
turned to the court and said, “Judge, you must excuse my blunders.
This is the first time I was ever arrested in my life.”
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JUDGE DAVID H. HARRIS

Hon. David H. Harris, who was born in Boone county, and edu-
cated in Boone county, and who was the son of County Judge James
Harris, was city attorney of Fulton and prosecuting attorney of Calla-
way county for three terms each. He was chairman of the Missouri
Statute Revision Commission of 1909. He was elected judge of the
thirty-fourth judicial circuit of Missouri in November, 1910, and is
still filling that position.

Judge Jno. F. Philips had a sister in Fulton, and she was about
to have trouble with a tenant over-the possession of a house. She
wrote to her brother and stated her case, and finally came to see
Attorney Harris. When Mr. Harris asked her if she had advised
with any other lawyer, she told him that she had written to her brother
all about her trouble. When Judge Harris asked what her brother
had advised her to do, she said, “He told me to go and get some one-
horse, jack-leg lawyer.” :

Katie Barnett plead guilty to raising a check, was sentenced and
paroled. At a subsequent term of court, she appeared for the purpose
of making proof of good conduct. After she had taken the witness
chair, Judge Harris said, “Well, Katie, how are you getting along?”
Not intending to be outdone in the matter of politeness, Katie said,
“Very well, thank you, sir, how’s yourself?”

A negro man plead guilty to bootlegging, and Judge Harris agreed
to parole him. In releasing him, the judge was admonishing him to
be a good citizen, obey the law and make an honest living. He said
to the defendant, “Now, here you are in trouble, does it pay you to
violate the law?’ ~In all seriousness, the defendant said, “Yes, sir;
this paid pretty well.”

When Judge Harris called the case of State vs. Nelson, charged
with bootlegging, he asked the defendant who was his attorney, and
the defendant said that he had no attorney, but admitted that he was
able to employ one. The court said, “If you are able to employ an
attorney, the court connot appoint one for you.” The defendant in-
sisted that he was not guilty, so the court said, “Well, the court will
have to represent you, and your trial is set for day after tomorrow.”
As soon as Nelson heard that the court was going to defend him, he
changed his mind and entered a plea of guilty.

Judge Harris was the owner of an automobile, and he occasionally
drove it to Columbia. In June, 1915, he attempted to make this drive,
but the heavy rains made it impossible for him to reach Columbia till
one p. m. It therefore became necessary for Deputy Clerk Pollard to

7
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explain to lawyers, jurors and witnesses that Judge Harris, who usually
insisted on everybody being present at nine a. m., was unavoidably
detained.

In a divorce suit, Judge Harris awarded the custody of a small
child to the mother, giving the father the right to visit and see the
child once a month. The first time the father attempted to visit the
child, the mother declined to allow him to see the little one. When
told that the court made an order to that effect, she said, “I don’t care
what the court said, you can’t see this child till the law says so.”

In 1915, the lawyers of Boone and Callaway counties endorsed
Judge Harris for the position on the supreme bench made vacant by the
death of Judge John C. Brown.

JUDGE P. H. McBRIDE

Hon. Priestly H. McBride was the only judge of the Boone county
court to become judge of the supreme court; and perhaps he was the
only county judge in Missouri to be thus honored. He was also
secretary of state and judge of the circuit court of Monroe and Marion
counties.

After Judge McBride retired from the supreme bench, he practiced
law for a while in Boone county, living on a farm on the Two-Mile
Prairie. He was arguing a case one day in the Boone circuit court,
and the opposing lawyer read a supreme court decision, which laid
down the law directly opposite to the position that Judge McBride
was then taking. After listening to the reading of the decision, Judge
McBride asked who wrote such an opinion as that; and was told that
the opinion was by Judge McBride. “Well,” said Judge McBride,
“that was written when I had the last guess.”

JUDGE PHILEMON BLISS

The founder of the University Law School and its first dean
was Judge Philemon Bliss, the popular Christian gentleman, the able
jurist and the faitbful teacher. His was a life of untiring industry,
pre-eminent usefulness, full of years and honors. Whether working
on a farm, clerking in a land office, serving in congress, practicing
at the bar, wearing the supreme judicial ermine of two states, writing
textbooks on law, or presiding for seventeen years over the University’s
law school and teaching therein, he graced, honored, dignified, elevated
each and all. Having honor as the keynote of his character, untiring
industry as his key to success, Judge Bliss made his life a model for
rising youth; and his success is an inspiration to every one.
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Judge Bliss was a friend of the University boys, and was ready
to assist them at any and all times. As a neighbor, he was always
agreeable and made one feel better by having a talk with him. He had
a theory that a gentleman was never excusable for showing his temper;
and he lived up to that theory. He was greatly afflicted with bronical
trouble for thirty years, and he also suffered serious financial reverses
in his advanced years, but he paid his security debts in full and was
ever the same affable gentleman. It is not surprising that his students
almost worshiped him.

On account of the illness of Judge Burckhartt, Judge Bliss held
one term of the Boone circuit court. At the trial of a case at that
term, a little girl was offered as a witness, and the opposing lawyer
objected, as the child was too young to testify. Judge Bliss then allowed
the lawyer to question her, as to her intelligence, religious belief, etc.
Not being acquainted with either the Bible or the Statutes, the lawyer
asked her if she knew where she was going when she died. The timid
little one replied that she did not; and then the lawyer pressed his
objection. Judge Bliss said, “The objection is overruled, because you
do not know where you are going, and I do not krow where I am

going.”’
JUDGE ALEXANDER MARTIN

Judge Alexander Martin was an active practioner in St. Louis
county, where he lived, and in St. Louis city, where he had an office
for so many years. Fe was associated with the firm of Lackland &
Martin, and had an extensive practice in the appellate courts of the
state and of the nation. He was commissioner of the supreme court
of Missouri, and dean of the law school of the University of Missouri.
He understood law as a science, was a clear and forcible writer, and
made a most logical presentation of his case.

Judge Martin told the following, as his experience in taking his
first appeal from the circuit court. “My client thought he was injured
and aggrieved, and so did I; but I did not know the difference between
the motion for a new trial and a writ of error. Accordingly, I ad-
vised with the circuit clerk, who was my personal friend. He said
that there was no use to file a motion for a new trial, as he had been
clerk of the court for a number of years, and he never knew of such
a motion being sustained. He advised me to file an affidavit for appeal,
and ‘take up the case.” I did so, and the supreme court wrote an
opinion, the shortest I ever saw ; it was just about one inch long. And
the result was my client still thought he was injured and aggrieved;
and he was never my client after that.”
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Judge Martin was usually very cool-headed and even tempered,
but he lost his temper once. One senior law class had given him a
good deal of trouble, put a pin in his chair and otherwise acted ugly.
It was reported that a certain man, who was graduated from the law de-
partment some years ago was to be hanged in Carroll county; so the
members of the senior class, as a joke, announced that the class would
celebrate the occasion. When Judge Martin learned that, it is said
that he grew eloquent with indignation.
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