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RAND, MuNALLY & co' JI! \1' PunLTSlI1CR9 AND PRINTER• , CHICA GO 

RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe. 
Pleasant Bill , K 6, to Cecl at J unct10n, Kan, J 4 

Boone County & Booneville. 
See Wabash, St Lams & Pacific 

Brunswick & Chillicothe. 
See Wabash , St Lom s & Pacific 

~Illes 111 MISP·ouri 

21 83 

Burlington & South Western 643.S 
Lncl eclc, Ell, to Bmlmglon, Iowa, A 19 

Cape Cirardeau & State Line 375 
In p1 ogress. 

Cape G11 n1Clca11, 3'1: miles" esL\\ aid 
Chicago & Alton 263 42 
Kama~ City T 5, to Clucngo, Ill lea1 mg the State at Lomsmun, 

G rn 
Je1Ier~on C1tv R 14, to Jllexico, 116 

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Grnut (1 1y, B 6 to Cha 11 lon, la, leM mgthe State ntB 0 
Betlrnny, C 7 to Betlrnn) Jun< 11011 Ia, A 7 
.Bm 11 ngt 011 ,J nnct1ou, B 8, t o V1lltsca, In , leaving t he 

State u eilr Braddyv1 lle, fo , B 3 

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Alcb1aon , mm, G 3 ente11 nµ; the State nt Wm tl.Jro11, G 

3 to Ch1cngo, Jll , lenvmg tb e S111te at Lme\Jlle, 
Io11a, A9 

Lea' enworth, Km1, H 4 enlermg the State at Bewrly, 
Tl 4, to Atclu•on Juncllou, G fi 

Dent & Phe lps. 
See St Loms, Salem & Little Roclt 

Hannibal & St. Joseph 
Q.urnci, Ill , E 18 to St J oscph, F <I 
.!lnnmhal, F 18 to Palm y1 a J nnct1011 E 17 
011meru11, 11' 6, to Ii llllHllB C1ti I 5 
St Jose11h , 11' 4, lo Atchison, lfon , G 3 

Iowa Southern /JI. Missouri Northern. 
Sec Cb1cago, Rock Jslnml & Pacific 

- Joplin. 
See St Loms & Sm1 Fi n1101sco 

Kansas City & Eastern. 
See M1 ssou!l Pacific 

Kansas City, Fort Scott & Culf 
Kn11sas Ctty, I 5, to J oplm, S 6 
Rieb Htll N 6, to Plensu11tou, Ka11 , N 4 

Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs 
Kumns Oll y I Ii, to Council Blu!Is I owa, leayrng the 

State nem Hnmbuq?, Iowa, B 1 
Amazo111n, E 4, to Hopkms, B 4 

Kansas City, St. Louis & Chicago. 
See Chicago & _Uton 

Little River Valley &.:Arkansas 
Ne" l\l11d11cl, V 25, to Malden, V24 

Louisiana &. Missouri River. 
Sec Clncngo & Alton 

Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska. 
Sec Walinsh, St Loms & Pacific 

Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
Hnumhnl, J4' l B, to Dem son, '.!'ex, IC11' mg the State n ear 

Cluytou, 0 o 
Missouri Pacific 

lit Louis E 28 to Atchison Kan , G 3 
Ktrk wood, F 22, to Carnndelet, G :!5 
Boom11Jc1 J 12, to Veremlles , L 12 
Sedalta, I'- 10, to Lexmgton, I 8 
Holden K 8, to Leroy, 1Inn lea\ mg the State at West 

Lme, K !\ 
Kansas C1tir, I 5, to Lexmgtou I 8 
HmnsomUle K 6, to Rich Bill, N 6 

Missouri & Western. 
See St Loms & San F rnnc1sco 

Osage Valley & Southern Kansas. 
See Mlssmm Pacific 

P 'easant Hill & De Soto. 
See Atcluson, Topeka & Santa Fe 

Quincy, Missouri & Paclflc. 
See 'Vaba•h, St Loms & Pacific 

SaJem & South-Eastern. 
'~!i'f1lii:l~l--l·!I-- See St Lonu, Salem & Little Rock 

Seda ia, Warsaw & Southern 
Sedallft, K 10, to Warsaw, M 10 

Springfle d & Western Missouri 
SpnngJleld, R 10, to Ft Scott, Knn , 0 5 

St. Joseph & Des Moines 
St J oaepb, F 4, to Albany C 5 

St. Joseph & St. Louis. 
$cc Wabash , St Loms & Pacific 

St. Louis, Ar1<ansas & Texas. 
See St Lo ms & San Francisco 

St. Louls, Council Bluffs & Omaha. 
Sec Wabash, St Loms & Pnc1ilc 

St. Louis, Hannibal & Keokuk. 
Hn.nmbn.1, F 18, to Prameulle, H 20 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern 
St Lams, K 22, to Texn1 kana, .ArkanBas, leavin g tl!e 

S1nte nen.1 N celysY1lle V 21 
Bismark, 0 21, to Belmont, 1' 27 
l\imeial Pomt, 0 20, to PotoBi 0 20 
PoP,lar Blntr, U 22, to U1nro, Ill , S 27 
Bailey, M 22, to Central City, M 2x 
Junction south of 11meral Pomt, 0 20, to Bonne 'l'erre, 

0 21 

St. Louis, Kansas City & Northern. 
See Wubasb, St J,oms & Pne1fic 

3900 

21)~ 85 

2 22 

l'l7 89 

~710 

284 00 

511 83 

42 00 

85 00 

50 00 

48 60 

380 50 

St. Louis, Keokuk & Northwestern 13500 
Keokuk, Io\\n , C lB, to St Pete1s, J 21 

St. Louls & Lexington. 
Sec llbsson 11 Pacific 

St. Louis, Salem & Little Rock 6ZOO 
Cuba, N 18, to Salem , P 18 
M1dlnnd N 18 to Cherry Valley 0 19 
Solem P 18, to Rn erHde :Mme, Q 18 
Avery, P 18, to Snmsou 0 17 

St. Louis & San F"ranc1sco 39863 
Pacific, L 20 to Vmito, J T, Jeavmg the State oenr 

Seneca, T 5 
Pence C1tv, T 8 to W1clnta, Kan , Jea.ymg the State nenr 

Smuhficld, R 5 
Oronogo, RB, to Joplm S 6 
J oplm S 6, to Girard, Kan Q 4 
Plymouth, T 8, to Fayette, ille, Ark X 7. 

Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific soo ao 
Toledo, Ohio, to Kansas City I 5 en termg tbe State nt 

St Loms E 26 
Bruns" 1ck, G 11, to Counc1l Bluffs, Io" a, leaung the 

State at B 3 
Roscbct1y, B 3, to Clarmda, Iowa, B 3 
Mobeily, G 14, to Ottum wa, l0\1a, leavmg the State near 

Coate.vill e, A 3 
North Lexmgto11, H 8, to Sl Joseph, F 4 
Centrnlrn, l f4 to Colnmbia, J 14 
Sallsbnry, H 12, to Glasgo'<' , I 12 
Ferguson A 24 to B1dclle Street St L0111s, D ;!,7 
West Q,u m cy, E 18, to llfll1tn C ll 
Keoku k, ro,,n, B 18, to P ramevi!le, Iowa, Jenvmg the 

State at B 12 
West End Narrow Cauge 1800 

Grnud A\ e1111e St Lolli• D 2li to F lorissant, 3 miles 
north of FerQ11son A 2~ 
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PREFACE 

That the State of Missouri does not hold the rank 
to which it is entitled, in respect to population and 
that Rolid conunercial and indnstrinl wealth which 
is the natural result of a large increase of populaw 
tion, is acknowledged by the tltinking citizens of the 
fH>tte. 'l'he broad expanBe of ferLile lands contained 
\Vlthin her 'J1ourn.ln.ries are capah1e of sustaining, in 
health and comfo1·t, ten times her present popula
tion. 'l'he key-State of that grand constellation of 
Statef-!t known ns the l\iiRsh-isiprii \:ralley, with natural 
comnHn·eial rcbit.ionH stretching to the north, to t;he 
south, to the erLRt itnd the west; blessed by mtture 
wHh unequaled ttgl'icultural capn!Jilities, and with 
every rnalrnfact:nring facility; in fact, 1vith all the 
prc-rcr1uiR.ites fo1·Uw form.ntion of :i. great Cinpire of 
a.~rienlturc n.n<l 1.ra<1e, 1\fissOnri ·has not advanced 
wil.h the steady an<l rapid stride she should to the 
prominent position to whieh her many indisputaltle 
advantnge8 entitle her. The ratio of increase of 
vop111'Ltion has been as great, perhaps, :is that of any 
of the States east of the Mississippi River; but the 
increase is inRigni1lc:tnt in comprLrison to what it 
1n.igh t; hu,ve 1H.1en. 
Oon1n1onwl~alths hnve arhrnn and matured into 

populous nnd influential States, beyond her 
western bor•lcr. By wagon, hy train, and hy boat, 
.the hn1nigrants in sea.reh of ho1nes have been con
vcyc<l to the su11-1rnrched, locust-plagued prairies of 
the far west, leitving behind the well·wcttered and 
grateful land~ of a country n:~ver refusing a return 
to the husbandman. 

This is due noi; to any want of inducements to 
imn\igration pc)ssessed hy Missouri, lmt solely to 
the fact that her nat;ur:1l advantages lrnve not Ileen 
sutn<iiently a<)Ycrtiscd and mitde lmowu to the 
veople of other States and countries. 

rro the home~seckcr of the ]~astern ~tate::i, and to 
the trnvclcr from across the s~as, :i\Iissouri has been, 
comp!Lratively, m1 unknown land and unfamiliar 
name, while '\Yide-t:i.pread adverth~e1nents hn,vc n1adc 
<>thcr less favored sections, witll 1.lieir attmetions, 
real and assumed, household words in emigration 
<·.enters. 

l~or years these faets have ueen commented upon, 
:ind the apathr of :i\Iissourians relative to inunigm· 
tion, <1riticised. Gradually a ehange has taken place, 
1m<l through the efforts of public. spirited men, in 
every county aud city, ·who recognize the supre1nc 
importance of throwing off this lethargy and injuri
ous indifference to a matter so vjtal to the Sta.te's 
growth, a different feeling has heen arousec1 and is 
now bearing fruit .. The result of these efforts is that 
:Missouri has he en already advertised as it never was 
advertised before, and that her population has in
creased more rapidly in the last ten months than at 
any period of her history. 

on the 21st of November, 1879, a meeting of St. 
J,ouis cit;izens was called to consider the best prac· 
t;ical>Je means of promoting immigration to Missouri. 

Ai. this meeting the St. Louis Immigration Society 
wn.s organizt;!d, not in the interest of local immigra
tion alone, !Jut to stimulate the Ot'!;:mizatimt of 
similar associations in every county i1ncl, by united 
effort, to work for the !Jest good of cJl. The St. 
J,ouis society advised and urged the people of each 
county to organize. a home r;ociety and to· collect, 
<~.olln.te ttnd sumn1arize, for easy reference, sne.h in~ 
fornrn.tiou as ''rould be of iutere~t to imntlgrantl'); 
but to present only such facts as would bear the 
<:losest scrutiny. A State Immigration Convention 
was called, to which each county was requested to 
•end delegates, who would prepare and submit !E> 
the Uo111·ention reporbs descriptive of their re-
8peetive counties. In nddition1 well known citl
~enH uf clislinguishcd ability, £;aleetcd because ot 
1hch· :-;pedal knowledge of ancl their peculiar 
litness to discuss the subjects as"igned to thcrn, 
were invited to prepare papers upon subjecto< 
relating to the soeial, conrmerc.ial, manufacturing, 
Jnincral and agricultural re8ource.s of the Htnte at 
large. 

'l'his eonvention met in the city of .SL Louis, April 
l:lth, with four hundred and Jifty-seven representa
tive men in attendance, the Governor of the Stnte 
presiding. Its deliberations lasted three clays, and 
the following resolutions, expressiye of the senti
ments of the people of Missouri, and extending a 
welcome hand to the immigrant world, were unani
mously adopted: , 

'\Y1rn1m,1.s, The peopling o! the State of ~fissouri 
is necessary to the development of those YflKt and 
varied resoureeK which command for her a rank 
second to no State in the Union; and we iLre con
vinced that the eharae.ter of i\!h;souri an<l her inter
nal wealth are unknown,'" well to the penple of the 
Ea::;tern States as of Enrope; and, 

'YHEH.E.A.S, The developrnent of these rei::ources, 
:so long neglccterl and delayed) has become ·of vital 
importance to our State, and in our belief it is only . 
necessary to lnakc these resources l;:nown to have 
them appreciated, and so tu;·n the fiood-tide of im· 
lnigrution to 1\Iil~souri; and, 

WnElrnAs, In t.he present excited politieal and 
ROCial condition of Europe, it is natural to believe 
that the hopes of struggling thoueands are turned to 
the refuge of the New \Vorld, so we m;ty confidently 
expect, by a united and purposeful effort, to direct 
these hopes to our State; therefore, !Je it 

1. Resolved, 'l'hat, ae citizens of Missouri officially 
delegated to represent her in this State Convention, 
we pledge ourselves, br all honorable means in oll.r 
power, to advance, in conjunction with the State 
Board of I1n1nigration and all other agen~i.es 1 the 
cause of immigration to this State. 

2. Hesolved, 'l'hat immigration to Missouri be 
made a featnre of the coming political canvass in 
the State, and that candidates for State LegislatiYe 
honors, without regard to the political party to which 
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they belong, JJe requested to promote all such legis
lation as will be properly necessary to a fulfillment 
of her manifest destiny. 

3. Resolved, That, as without materilllaid, we must 
despair of achieving any beneficial results, there
fore the Legislature at its next session be asked to 
make an unusual annulll appropriation to aid the 
State Bdard of Immigration, adequate for the pur
pose of an active and extended .canvass in the 
cause of immigration. 

4. Resolved, That the law heretofore authorizing 
counties to appropriate a sum not to exceed :five 
hundred dollars in aid of organizations for the pro
motion of immigration, and declared by the Attor· 
ney-{}eneral to have been repealed ·by the last 
Legislature, should be re - enacted by the next 
General Assembly, and that a committee of. five be 
appointed by the President of this Convention to 
<l.raft an appropriate bill and urge its passage before 
the next session of the General Assembly. 

5. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Conven
tion that in the State of llfissom1 there exists and 
.are enforced as effective, legal and constitutional 
protections to every religious, civil and politicai 
right as in any other State in the Union. 

6. Resolved, That our seuators and represeuta
ti.ves in Congress be requested to urge upon the 
Geueral Government the speedy establishment of a 
brauch mint in the city of St. Louis. 

7. Resolved, That our senators and represeuta
tivesin Congress be requested to work harmoniously 
together, and persistently, for au appropriatiou to 
improve the channels o:f the Mississippi and Mis
souri Rivers, as a measure of justice to the whole 
State, and a commercial necessity ta the several 
States of the lllississippi Valley . 

.And, furthermore, be it 
Resolved, That we, the i·epresentatives of the 

people of the State of Missouri, iu convention 
assemblEld, knowing the superiority of Missouri to 
any o:f the Slll'l)onuding States in the quality and 
cheapness of its lands, in its inexhaustible mineral 
deposits, and ill its mild and healthy climate, do 
hereby cordially invite and welcome to its soil all 
persons, irrespective of their religion, politics or 
nationality, who can aid by their labor or capitru in 
the development of its vast resources. 

In. accordance with the suggestions of the St. 
Louis Society, a report from each county was pre· 
s.:inted, and some sb:ty papers, of general interest, 
read and submitted, all of which were placed at the 
disposal of the societY for publication. It was re
solved as the first step, to issue a condensed and 
eArefully prepared but attractive hand-book de
scriptive of the State and counties, for free distribu
tion, edited itnd arranged from the ma'terial pre- · 
sented. 

THIS WORK IS THE RESULT. 

The statements and facts contained therein may 
be accepted with the utmost eon:tldence and trust 
bi their authenticity. Nothing has been exagger
ated or even elaborated; b1lt, on the contrarv, all 
undue advei:tisement has been suppressed. The 
county reports are ueeessarily brief, but will be 
found to contain, in most cases, detailed informa
tion upon a.ti points important for the emigrant to 
lmow before sta1-ting on his journey. 

It is incompatable with the plan of a convenient 
hand-book of Missouri to include all the elaborate 
papers submitred to· the convention. These will be 
published in full in a work now in progress of 
preparation. 

The different section-subjects of the article, re
lating to the State at large, have been compiled from 
the following papers: 

1-" The Vlllley of the llfississ,ippi; Missoul'i, the 
Central State." Charles P. JolmB<»:, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

2-'' Physical Description of :Sortheru .:\If ... :-;our'.i.. •J 

E. C. More, Columbia, Mo. 
3-" Physical De1*.lription of Southern ~IbHouri~~ 

James L. Minor, Jefferson City, l\lo. 
4-" The J.owlands of Southeast MisRouri. •• Louis 

Houck, Cape Girarde1rn. 
5-" Clin1atology of l\Iissouri." i~rofeHsor <ieorge. 

Engelman, St. Louis. 
6-" Health of l\rissouri." Dr. Wm. L. Hnnet, St • 

Louis. 

7-" Soils." l!'rom article by State :Board of Immi
gration. • 

8-" Agricultural Capabilities of Missouri." N. J 
Colman, St. Louis. 

9-" Horticulture in Missouri." Prof. S. M. '.l'rac-y, 
State University, Columbia; 

I(}-" l!'ruit Culture in lfissouri." ··wm. Ktark, 
Louisiana, llfo. 

11-" Vineyards and ·wine iu l\Iissoul"i." Prof. 
George Hussmann~ St.ate tTniver:-:ity, .. :o~ 
lumbia. 

12-" The Grasses of ~fissouri." X. ·w-. lHisH, 
Kingston Furnace, Washinl\"ton County, 

13-" Stock-raising in Missouri." K. IL .Allen, 
O'Fllllon, St. Charles County. 

14-" Dairying in Missouri." David A. J<:ly, Hublette, 
Adair County. 

15-" Wool-Growing in Missouri." Samuel A1·cher, 
Kearney, Clay County. 

16-" ll!inerals and Mining." From ~t.al;iHtics of 
State Board of Immigration. 

17-" Manufactures." Fron1 Stath4i<~K of State 
Board of Immigration. 

IS-" Grain Trade and Flour Manufa<'ture in llfi•
souri." Heney C. Yaeger, St. Louis. 

19-" The Manufacture of Cotton, Wool, and Paper 
in Missouri." L. It. Shryock, St. Louis. 

20-" Cotton Trade of Missouri." J. \\". Pm.·amor(>, 
St.Louis. 

21-" Labor and Wages in Missouri." \\". H. H<H'lH.'l', 

St.Louis. 
2'2-" Railways Qf Missouri." J. L. :'t.cphens, 

'Booneville. 
23-" Post-offices, Post Routes;and Telegraph Lines 

in Missouri." Samuel Hays, St. I.ouis. 
24-" Commercial Relations" of Missouri with the 

Southwestern States and Mexioo." 'l'homas 
Allen, St. Louis. 

25-" Financial Condition of the State 1:1nd Counties 
of Nissouri." Wrudo P. Johnson, St. Louis. 
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2$-"LawsRelatirigtoDebtor and Creditor,Exemp· 

tion, Homestead and Tax Laws of Missouri." 
Seymour D. Thompson, St. Louis. · 

27-" Universities, Colleges and Aeademies in '.Mis
souri." Prof. S. S. Laws, State University. 

28-" Common Schools of the State" (outside of 
St. Louis). R. D. Shannon, State Superin· 
tendent Public Schools, Jefferson City. 

29-" Common Schools of the City of St. Louis." 
Prof. W. T. Harris, St. Louis. 

30-" Churches, Asylums, Hospitals, and Elee
mosynru:y Institutions of :Mlssoun." Rev. 
R. D. McAnally, St. Louis. 

31-" Society in Missouri." Thomas c. Fletcher, St. 
Lotlis. 

32--" Game and Fish in Missouri.'' J. G. w. Steed
man, St. Louis. 

33-" Why I Came to :Missouri.'' L. J, Farwell' 
(ex-Governor of Wisconsin), Grant City,. 
Worth County. 

The descriptions of the three great cities of the 
State were prepared from the following: 

"GroWth of St."Louis; itE\ Wealth and Industries.'• 
liem·y Overstolz, Mayor, St. Louis. 

"Kansas City; its Wea.Ith and Industries; its Pro
gress and Prospects.'' David L. Twitchell, 
Kansas City. 

"\l'.'he History of St. Joseph and its Future." 1!'. :M. 
Posegate, St. Joseph • 

..... 
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MISSOURI 

Area and Location. 

The State of Missouri, as will be seen by refer
ence to the map of the Republic, is situated geo
graphically almost in the exnct center of the United 
States. It is the eighth State in the Union in area, 
itnd is larger than any St.ate east, of or bordering 
upon the Mississippi 11ivcr, excepting tho State of 
J\linncsota. In ronll(l i!gures the area is G5,350 sc1cutre 
miles, or •11,824,000 a<1res. The length of the State 
north and south is two hundred and eight.y-two 
miles; Us extreme width, east and west, is three 
hundred and forty-eight miles, and the average 
width two hundred and thirty.five miles. It is 
bounded, north by lown; enst by Illinois, Kentucky 
imd '.l'ennessee; south by Arkansas, and west by 
Nebraska, Kansas, and the Indian 'l'el'ritory. With 

the exception of a small peninsular on the south
eastei'r1 corner, thirty.four miles long, the State lies 
between the 1rnrallels 36'' 30' and 40° 30' north lati
tude, aud between longitudes 12° 2' and iS' 51' west 
:l'rom Washington, and it occupies almost the precise 
center of that portion of .the United ~tates lying 
between the Rocky Mountains ::md the Atlantic 
Ocean, aud iB midway between the British posses· 
sions on the north and Gnlf of Mexico on the south. 
l\Iissouri is the central State of the Great Valley of 
the :&Iississippi, the relations of which to the com· 
merce of the world is fully set forth in the following 
interesting address, delivered by Charles P. John· 
son, of St. Louis, before the State Immigration Con
vention, April 13th, 1880: 

" The Valley of the Mississippi." 

"Between the two mountain ridges that run 
parallel to the .Atlant;ic and Pacillc Oceans, and 
extending from north to south over twenty· two 
degrees of latitude, lies the Valley of the Missis
sippi. '.l'he immense tmct C\ontains over 1,244,000 
square n1ilcs, or 796,460,000 (tcrcs. 

"'.l'he area is mostly included in the States and 
Territories of Louisiana. l\Iississippi, Tennessee, 
.Arl,ansas, Kentucky, '\Vest Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missou.ri, Minnesota, 
Ditkota, 'r.ront;ana, Wyoming, Nehraslm, Kansas itnd 
the Indian Territory. 

"Its physical fel\tUl'es are varied, unique and won
derful. A principitl one, attracting observation, is 
the acl:mirnl!le provision for frnctification and 
drainage. No valley of the e:trth presents so uni
:form and harmonious a series of evcr-su1iplying 
tributarieB, either to main or subordinate arteries. 
In obedienec to the Jaw of its const1·uction, more 
than fifty ri vcrs, after absorbing a vast network of 
.sn1aller irrigating .strcarns, coursing in every direc~ 
tion, pour their waters into. IL clrnnncl that bosoms a 
river unrivaled in natural magnitude and extent, 
Jlowing onward for thousands of miles, and sweep
ing directly out into oceitn waters. And this feature 
is not alone associated with frnit:fulness imparted 
to soil and health to atmosphere, but it is also sug
g'estive of the vast means. afforded for transporta
tion for man and the commodities of his labor. 

"In its extende.d course the Mississippi traverses 
2,800 miles and is ·navigable for 2,000. 'rhe Red 
ltivcr is 1,550 miles long and navigrtble for 1,246. 
The Arkansas is 2,170 miles long and is navigable 
for 800 miles. The ~Iissouri is navigable for 2,893 

miles and is 3,047 miles long. The Ohio is 1,265 
miles long and is navigable for 975 miles. The 
whole making over 12,000 miles of navigable river 
ways throughout the valley. 

"\Ve look in vain over the globe's expanse for any 
similar i1hysiMl features. Nature has here framed 
in a vast and symmetrical mold. No rival exists in 
the valley of the Nile, the Dannbe, the Volga or the 
An1azon . 
. "Another notable feature is the wide diversity of 

climate ,involved in the extensive territorial sweep. 
Within a space from a po.int on the north, marking 
the source of a small tributary of the )Iissouri, and 
from thence stretching onward to the Southwest 
Pass, there is a season play of every variety of 
temperature. The line of the southern boundary, 
though semi-tropical, unites with the waters of a 
gulf reaching the coni!nes of the torrid zone, while 
at the northern limit the breath of the frozen am 
frosts and fringes the great lakes. '.I'hroughout this 
inter\'ening space, therefore, we have climatic 
effects of so varied a character as to vouchsafe the 
production ot every requisite of necessity and 
luxury ever utilized by man. 

"But, after all, the most striking feature ot this 
great valley is the apparent utter abandonment 
with which rniture has lavished her grandest and 
richest gifts. No region in the world has received 
equal recognition at her hands. The fable(! pro
ductiveness of the Orient, or the divinely blessed 
Promised Land, pales before the realities of this 
broad expanse. On mountain and in vale, on hill 
and plain, there Jlourishes in superabnndant diver
sity every article ihat can be absorbed by man iu 
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his advancing civilization. Staple grains that feed 
a world spring from the soil at the waving of 
labor's wand. 

"Flocks and herds swarm in valley and on prairie, 
giving a golden Jleece for man's apparel, adding 
provision for his sustenance and assistance to his 
labor. 

" The Jields of the south are whitened by the plant 
that affords man his chief raiment, and the spinning 
worm weaves its glossy skein with as librous a 
beauty as its European or Asiatic prototype. 

" And here and there eomes forth in Pl'Olific growth 
the hempen plant, whose tough, enduring thread 
has made it the indispensable agent of commerce 
and the mechanic arts. 

''.The hillside is gladdened by extensive vineyards, 
and the Jiine-press forces jnice from gl·apes as 
luscious as' were ever kissed by the ripening sun in 
the vales of Burgundy or on the slopes of the Rhine
land. And where on earth is the region more gen· 
ei;ous of its fruits and :flowers, or more abundant in 
the variety of .its vegetation? Nearly all tbe fruits 
known to the luxurious tastes of man are here, and 
our Jloriculture .in its possibilities is incomparable. 
Land:;capes are lined with the shadows of vast for
ests, the growth of centuries, from out of whose 
depths comes the timber that under the cunning 
hand of the artisan rnoulcls into multifarious shapes 
and forms of usefulne,;:, and beauty. 

"Throughout this e:-.."1:endcd region are inexhausti
blt'\ deposits of copper and lead, zinc and iin, of sil
ver and of gold. On it• western JJorder the adven
turous miner lrns already brought to light veins of 
these precious met'als, J)iere.ing far down into the 
earth, revealing a splendor of wealth dwarfing the 
magnificence of tile J\Iontezumas and making a real
ity of the fabled magic of Aladdin's lamp. 

"But if these be gifts worthy of homage to nature, 
what feelings of· adoration should mo1•e us as we 
gaze on those mighty layers and boulders of coal 
and iron, whose depository has nlreadyheen mapped 
by the geologist? 

'"The use of gold and sil't~er/ says G-ilJbou, 'is in 
a great measure factitious, !Jut it woul<l !Jc hnpossi
ble to enumerate the important and various ser.vices 
which agriculture and all the arts have received 
from iron, when tempered and fashioned by the op
eration of fire and the dextrous hand ot man.'. 

"Looking at the present innumerable uses of this 
valuable metal, and om· daily aml hourly contact 
with its shapings in every relation of life, and the 
grand possibility for new forms of utilization to an
swer the wants and capacity for enjoyment of man, 
in connection with the wealth of our deposits, the 
mind is startled .into a ready recognition of its utter 
inability to grasp in detail the magnitude of a more 
modern or future revelation. And, in passing, it 
maynotbe inappropriate to proclaim that the might
iest continuous deposit of this civilizing ore of the 
·world. is within t.he limits .of our own favored Mis
souri. 

"11'.J, 1870 the population of the eighteen States in
duded in the system of the \'alley of the Mississippi 
had reached, in ronnd numbers, 17,000,0QO. 

"Since that time some of the States and Territories 
have increased 100 per cent. Among .these nre "\Yy-
01ning., Dakota, Minnesota and J(ansas. The average 
increase in the last decade i~ somewhere in the 
neighborhood of fort>· 1>er cent. '.!.'he principal in-

---------------- -······-~-

crease has been along the northern belt. An esti
mate of the yearly i)rogression in the percentage of · 
popnlation, with slight variations, will serve to give 
us a fair idea of the strength and volume of those 
projecting lines of immigration that areinfusing life 
and energy .throughout the country. 

"This estimnt;e of population will give an approxi .. 
mate density of twenty to the square mile. r,ooking 
at Europe we Jind that in England, for example, the 
density reaches near, or more than, 400 to the square 
mile. J<'rom this we can realize, to some extent, tho 
latitnde for expansion in the future population. 
There is room enough, without jostling, for 400,000,· 
000 of people. :Ko in·o\·ision has elsewhere been 
made for such an ar1i1y of humanity to arise, and 
march from the cradle to the grave, with opportu
nities of happiness and contentment, and to unfold 
the inestimalile benefits of 11 progressive civiliztttion 
in the harmonious fraternity of 11 united and pros
perous brotherhood. 

"And in that multitudinous march, we sm•e!ynecd 
h;we no fear, if but a moderate deo,"l·ee of wisdom is 
shown in statesmanship, thllt the pauperism which 
ha" followed the struggling millions of Europe, shall 
be tile heritage of om· descendants, or that the rav
ages df famine shnll evei.• ho recorded in the mmals 
of our history. 

"'!'he moral, physical and sot\hll characteristics of 
the people of this Vallej· are distinctively marl>cd. 
~rhe various foreig;u infuBions, inter111ixi11g nnd 
interweaving with the native population, h:we gi\·en 
improved blood, a more enduring mnscultu.· integu
ment, and has strengthened the nerve fiber. '.l'hcY 
are bold,, active, cnerg-etie, ae(1nisitive and 1n:og·rcs .... 
sive. '.l'!Je objective point of their aspirations mar •· 
appear material, but they work on lines whose 
ultimate unites the material with the good HJHl 

the beautiful. 
"During the last three decades they lmve acrn.nn

plished much by their labors. '.l'he portals or the 
valley have been thrown wide open; the highway" 
to the Paciilc, the gnlf, the lakes and the EaBt 
cleared, and the works of future greatness enterc<l 
upon. .An unrivaled internal eommerce f!ourislu;H. 
A railroad system has been projected crossing the 
continent from east to west and from no1·th to son th, 
intersected by innumerable convei~ging lines, whose 
termini on the oeeans, the gulf ·:tnd the northern 
boundary unite with t11e near and far-reaching 
commercial lines throughout the world •. Hs extreme 
limits east and west join with the steamship lineB 
that belt the globe from Pekin to I,ondon, ancl from 
J,ondon to St. I,ouis and San J<'raucisco. 

"The genius of the age already conceives further 
lengthening lines of communication, connecting h)' 

commercial ties with :Mexico and the nation~ of 
Uentral and South America, and onward to tlte 
ocean at the southernmost point of Cape Horn; 
while the skilled engineer already works succes~
fully in overcoming at the Delta the first and moi;t 
formidable bar1·ier to our inland sea. Nor is thi8 
all. The daring scienee of modern engineering, 
which knows no such word a.s fail, proposes to <ion· 
nec.t the oceans by a canal at the Isthmus wltielt 
shall dwarf the importance and the signifi<mn<•e Of 
the Suez, and to overleap the hitherto macce~Hilile 
dh·ide by lifting vessels of every tonnnge seen rely 
from the Pacific and dropping them into the .Atla11ti(,. 

"Nol' <loes the review of their· labor cease here. 
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The telegmph drf\les ·in rrll dil'ections. Postal 
facilities, periect in theh- adaptation, l'Cach every 
point of the land. }~ducation is the governmental 
birthright of every child. Free religion is recog. 
nized. A fearless and enlightened press di•seminates 
tl1e intellectual products of the world. Libraries 
are established. Schools of art and academies of 
science and universities al'C fon.nded. Already is 
11 ere raised the grain food for the nations. The 
har1·eot of last season exeeeded in extent and yield 
trny borne on the face of the cnrth; and, looking 
uvon this inunense product, as it sweeps out to 
foreign ports, are 've not 'varranted in declaring 
that these people nre now the owners of the pro
"T"ision rnartH and gra.narh~s of the world? Xor has 
cotton been dethroned. 17!Je ,~merican staple still 
<'lathes the millions of J~urope, while c~roerican 
l)ecf has found a, ne\v and eternal n1arket in Eng
lantl, and in the next ten years \Yill incvitaUly, fron1 
its superior ex:cellcnce a.nd eheapncss, build up an 
iUin1itnl1le trade ·with other nations of the }Jastern 
limnisphere. ~L'he infancy of rt nHinufar.tnring .sys
te111 is seen; and furnace:c:;, rolling rnills and fonn
<lrie.a and machine shopo; produce a wide and 
diversified variety of artkleo indispensable to trade, 
""onunercc and household econon1y. 

'' l\fincR hnvc been opened; mines of ironund silver 
and gold, and delving thc1·;.iu, the child of poverty 
or yesterday has hcemnc tho million::til'e of to-day. 
':l1he dremn of the akhe.mbt has 1Jeen realized, and 
the fa,nrnd \VCH]th of the orient.al print'.C recedes 
l1eJorc the Flplcndid possc:::.\'dons of a,, eitizeu of the 
inoclern li:l Dorado. In thiR h<rw forcibly arc "\Ve 
impressed vidth De rrocqneville's words: "The Val
ley of the l\Iississippi b, upon the whole, the most 
magni:ticent dwclling-plnee prepared liy God for 
nuin's abode.' 

•:I paUt-iC here in iny review of wh~tt 1nan has accom· 
J>lished with the elements co11tai11ed in the l\Iissis~ 
,;ippi Valley. '.l'o advanec further in the details of 
hi.s work iH unncceHsary to impress you with its 
extent and imporlance. It is the opening chapter 
of the g1·andcst history "\\~r.itten since the creation. 
It vil;rates along the lines of thought in the rnajestic 
a.nd hc1·oic tones of an epic; and in its claiins for 
lwnor:.tblc distiiH~tion und .-:-;upremacy, it appeals to 
the enliglltened judgrncnt of u1n.nkind. 

"But, notwithstanding wlw t lws lieen aecomplished 
by the people of this valley, they have before them 
a g-rcat work. The .first chapter lw:-s been 'vritten, 
.fHH~l thev cuter upon the :;econd. :Missouri is the 
'~enter ~f tho rnagniiicent domnin. 11.'he politkal 
di.visions existing originate and foster a eonunend· 
al.1lc rivalrv in the n1arch of nuH.lcr1~ pro.t,'1.·ess, and 
the. spirit a;1d aspirations of the people of our State 
arc sho\Yll in this assemblage of her representative 
men. It marks a new era. She i,. entitled to ascen-
1lancy among her sister States. Her position and 
her riches entitle her to it. The heart of the conti
ne1:1.t~ she receives and .distributes through conuuer
cial arteries the products of this land, and from 
every mart, bazaar ancl port of the world. Let us 
here and now determine and pledge ourselves to use 
C\'Cl'Y honorable means to place her in the position 
of in:finenee, grandeur and glory to which she i;; 

so justly entitled. It is unnecessary for me to sug
gest modes of accomplishment. 

"The representatives of the State, who have been 
chosen to prepare articles upon various subjects 

selected, will r.over every ]J1·anch submitted to vour 
consideration, and your deliberations will ~licit 
every suggestion to pron1ote the good cause. 

"But in connection with my suhject it is not; out of 
place, but, on the contrary, is appropriate, fo1 me to 
press upon you the importance of a persistent and 
determined effort to force the Government to im· 
prova the llfississippi River, and so convert it into 
what it should be-the mighty inland sea of the 
nation. Our situation demands it. The assistance 
should have lwen aecorded long ago. Sectional 
reciprocity should lta1·e ·extended to us this right, 
and we can feel assured of soon gaimng· it, for, be
lieve me, tile near future will see the realm of polit· 
ical power transferred to its natural h01ne in ihe 
Valley of the Great 'Y-ef:it. 'I1hcrc never was-there 
never will be-a more splendid opportunitr afforded 
to western statesmen than to enforce this vital 
truth upon the people t!Jnmgh the eo11ncils of the 
Govern1ncnt. ':Phe 1\Iississippi beloug.s to the whole 
country. It is the heritage of a nution. It is the 
grand high,vay of free and unitetl Amel'iea. Nor 
has there eyer been n, nncr opportunity presented 
for a govern1nent to construet appropriate national 
\Yorks, guaranteeing more unrivaled blessing»:<." 

"':Phe expcntliture ou our 1·irer of the rnonev and 
lahor tJiat constructed tl10se great higlnrays lead
ing from the 1nost distant parts of the Homa.n em
pire to its capital, or upon those huge aqucdnets of 
the 1':1ttme period, or upon the garden~ and lJalaces of 
Nineveh, or on the grand \Vall ·of China, the pyra
mids of Eg;ypt, or the expenditure of a tithe as much 
as that wasted on the modern fortincations of 
Europe, would jewel our stream with magnificent 
ports, dot it with costly arsena.Js of trade, control it 
with extended levees, and channel it to bear upon 
its boson1 the outgoing antl ineo1n~ng comn1erce of 
the world. 

"True to ourselves and earnest in our labors, the 
possihilities of the fatUre are illimitalJle. The con
vulsions of civil war are stilled forever. The dead 
past is nu enshrinement of memory. The recogni
tion is extant of the necessity of a united people. 
We can tolerate neither an Eastern, a Western, nor 
a Southern secession. The Government of our 
fathers in its jnst and eqtijll distribution of State 
and National powers is ac1.'llowledged :ts essential 
for the permanence of our empire, and is it not pos
sible to develop n statemauship which can modif;T 
laws and constitutions to n1eet the req11ireinent8 of 
expanding, progressive iclea.s, without illegal con1-
n1otio11 or revolutionary Yiolence? Ye~. And ·w·hat 

then? 'fhe prophetic. eye sees unfolded the \'ision 
of a marvelous civilization. A second ellapter is 
recorded. C'lo element of the human intellect but 
possesses its opportunity for e:\.'Jleriment and ex
panB.ion. Brbrttlening into an nni"rersal strength, 
it has ti·ilunphed oYer fear, bigotry and unauthorized 
power. Religion has univeriialized ;;nd taken unto 
herself not only art, but science and philosophy. 
Seats of learning contest in rintlry for suprema~y 
with the time-honored institutions of the Old. 
\Vorld. The pencil of the artist and the chisel of 
the sculptor are tipped with a genius as fervid iu 
its inspirations as that of any ancient, medieval or 
modern school. l\Ianuiacto1~es for the supply of 
every possible want of man cover the land and 
swarn1 ·with skilled artisans. The Bir1uingb.ams 3.D'l 
Sheffields, the Genevas, are rivaled by Western 
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cities. Innumerable arches of rare architectural 
beauty $pan the highways to the ocean. Ships 
wafting to and fro the rich argosies of a boundltlss 
commerce display from mast-heads, beneath the 
shadow of the great bridge, the flag of every nation. 
.And on hill and va.lley, on mountain and river side, 
l'ise "cities and 'temples beyond the art of Phidias 
or Praxiteles, beyond the splendors of Babvlon and 
Hecatompylos." And peerless amongst these, and 
of the world, stands St. Louis. ~\nd why not? Is 
not Paris, on the Seine, removed above the sea 

coast? Is not London, on the Thames, far above 
Gravesend? and "\Yould Ht. Lmti~ posse.;:~ fewer 
advantages if the Mississippi were improved as it 
could and should be? No! I proclaim it as no ideal 
boast, but with a confidence of realization as 
supreme as he who, years ago, said, "There i~ the 
East, there is India " - here id the center of the 
world's trade-here is the future metropolis of 
empire-in the favored·child of the mighty valley 
of the llfississippi-the City of the Iron Crown!" 

Physical Northern Missouri. 

The geographical position may be defined as 
extending between the para.llels 38° 40' and 40° 30' 
north latitude, and between parallels 13° 39' and 
18" 50' longitude west from 'Washington. 
It has an average width of about two hundred 

miles by a length north and south of about one ' 
hundred and ten miles. 

It occupies very nearly a central position with 
regard to the great American republic., being nearly 
eqni-distant from the great oceans, Atlantic and 
Paci:tic, from the British possessions on the north 
.and the Gulf of Mexic.o on the south. It is 
.also situated half way between the two great 
mountain ranges of North America, the .All.egha
nies on the east and the Rocky Mountains on the 
west. 

Though some portions of northern Missouri are 
broken and hilly, there is nothing in this section 
which could properly be dignified with the appel
lation mountains. The surface of the country in the 
main may be designated as a plateau, gradually 
descen<lingfrom the north and west, sloping toward 
the Mississippi on the east and toward the Missouri 
<:>n the sonth. 

TIMBER AND PRAIRIE DIVISION. 

A general dh-ision of Missouri into prairie and 
timber land is sometimes made· by drawing an 
imaginary line from the southeastern portion of 
Marion County to the southwestern corner of the 
State. On the west of this line the county is mostly 
prairie, while on the eastern side of it will in general 
be found the timber. 

This, of eourse, would throw North Missouri 
mostly in the prairie district. The natural division 
of land in Northern Missouri, genera.Uy speaking, 
would be into prairie and timber lands, the former 
largely predominating over the latter. In round 
nnmbers, it might be said that the prairie occnpies 
about three-fourths of tile whole area, leaving about 
one-fourth timber. An accurate line betweeu the 
prairie and timl>er land cannot well be drawn, as· in 
many iru;tances the timber, especially along water 
coiirses, enc,roaehes oa the prairie, and arms oi the 
prairie frequently are found extending into the 
timber oountry, while sometimes again small 
prairies are found in the midst of tiinbered country, 

spreading out their smooth, green surface ot ver
dure like little inland seas or lakes. 

The timber land, occupying in round numbers 
about one-fourth of North Missouri, is found prln· 
cipally along the two great boundary rivers of the 
section covering the bold; picturesque river blnffs, 
forming a mammoth fringe for the grand plateau 
of the prairie land, an4 permeating everywhere 
along the streams and valleys-it may be generally 
divided into upland and bottom timber, each pos
sessing its peculiar advantages. 

BENEATH THE SOILS . 

underneath the soil of North Missouri is found 
principally the formation or system Jmown to geol· 
ogists as the upper carboniferous or coal measures, 
and the lower carboniferous or mountain limestone, 
about in the proportion of five of theformerand two 
of the latter. The qaternary ,lower sllurian and de· 
ronian, are also represented to a very limited extent 
along the courses of the two great rivers forming 
the principal boundary lines of this section of conn· 
try. 

Of course, every variety of soil, both prairie and 
timber, and of every conceivable depth, is found 
above the geological formations. These soils are 
indicated, in a state of nature, as well by the growth 
of the grasses upon the surface of the prairie, as 
the growth of trees in the timbered sections, in
dicates the quality of the soil which nourishes their 
roots. Thus the crow-foot, the resin-weed apd 
wild s&rglmm, evince rich fertility in prairie as 
plainly as the walnut, the hackberry, the elm and 
the hickory do· in the timber. One of the :ti.nest 
bodies of prairie land in the world can be found in 
the chain of counties, extending along the Missouri 
River from Callaway all the way to Atchison, and in 
many sections reaching far back into the interior, 
through Boone, Howard, Chariton, Carroll, Ray, 
Clay, Platte, Buchanan and Holt. 

This chain iue.ludes also the rich river bottoms, 
bottom prairies, of St. Charles and Waren counties, 
as well as of some of the other counties first named, 
than·which no more productive land can be found 
i.J!J. the known world. The drainage of this c-Ountry 
in the main is excellent. The soil is rich, qnick and 
productive. The prairies yield magnificently of corn. 
and the smaller grains, and constitute the 11nest 
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meadows in the world. In the timber is found also 
every variety of soil, from the rich hackberry and 
walnut growing land to the white oak ridges, and 
even the rocky points where the sturdy pine and 
cedar find slender foothold f.or their interprising 
reots. But in the main the timber land of North 
)lissouri is splended, the country well drained, the 
timber valuable, and the soil fertile and productive. 
'l'he climate of this whole section of country is one 
of unusual salubrity and healthfulness. 

CROP PRODUCTIONS. 

'.rhe !:rops are reasonably fine and remunerative. 
(Jorn is the largest staple, then wheat, oats, rye, 
hemp and tobacco in different localities are cultiva· 
ted with great s\rncess. 

Fruits are raised in great abundance, and in many 
instances are a source of Jl1:eat profit. Apples, 

· i•eoohes, pears, and all the small fruits are common 
ovcrywhcrc. Indeed, the 11pple and peach crops of 
North Mi,;8onri phLy 110 insignificant p111·t in the 
markets of t.lrn South and '\Vest, and grape culture, 
and wine making iB gl"Owing in. importance every 
yem·. 

'.rlle conntry is splendidly watered by numerous 
running streams, and where the land is broken, 
clear, gushing springs abound, aiding to constitute 
this section one of the finest In the world for stock· 
raising .. 

'.rhe short horns of North Missouri are beginning 
to be known and prized in the markets of the world, 
and to-day, the farmers are reaping a handsome 
profit from tb.e sale of fancy breeders throughout the 
South and West, which supply, it was tormerly 
thought, could not be obtained, except by importa· 

tion from Kentucky, the Eastern States and even 
from Europe. 

Fat cattle and sheep from this section are boughi 
for shipment to Buffalo, New York and Philadelphia, 
and not unfrequently to Great Britain, and the 
horses, mules and hogs are not exceled by· those ot 
any market in the world. 

~'UEL SUPPLY. 

As before stated, the geological substratum ts to 
a great extent carboniferous-vast acres of coal, 
hidden beneath the surface, sufficient to furnish fuel 
that might warm the continent for untold centuries, 
and ensuring in the net1r future that l\lissouri will 
be the great manufacturing centre of the Union. 
For, aside from the tact that is now conceded, viz: 
that it is cheaper to bring the ore to the fuel than to 
transport fuel to the ore, in this State is a mineral 
wealth which must in time, taken in conne<ltion 
·with the inexhaustible. coal fields, furnish occupa
tion for hundreds of thousands of opern.tives, and 
be the basis of a prosperity less glittering it may be, 
but more permanent and more exhaustless than the 
golden shores of the Pacific. 

North Missouri contains 44 of the 114 counties of 
the State-with a population ill 1876 of 729,7·i0, which 
the census of 1880 will doubtless show to be largely 
augmented. '!'his population with a fair sprinkling 
of foreigners, is principally American born, repre· 
sen ting a large portion of the enterprise and intel· 
Ugence of older States. A population, enterprising, 
law-abiding and liberty loving-heterogeneous in 
origin, homogeneous in the noble purposes of build
ing up a home, a State 11nd a society, second in no 
sense of the term to any other in Ohristendom. 

Physical Southen Missouri. 

Southern Missouri, or that portion of the State 
that lies south of the :Missouri River. contains about · 
three-fifths of the territory of the State, about 40,000 
square miles and about 25,oo.o,ooo acres. 

TIMBER AND PRAIRIE. 

A line drawn from Jefferson City (the capital and 
near the center of the State), south to the Arkansas 
line, will give a general idea of the division of tiln
bei: and prairie. The land east of this line, which 
includes to a large extent t'he metnliferous portions 
of the State, is very heavily timbered, while the 
area west of the line may be distinguished as the 
prairie country. Eno~gh of timber, however, is 
tound in this western division for all the purposes 
of fuel, fencing and building. The prairies are 
generally undulating, and vary in fertility With 
their location. They are now considered the most 
valuable agricultural lands in Southern ~Ilssouri. 
The ease with which they can be cultivated, through 
tbe introduction of labor-saving "machinery, has 
given to them a .marked preference over the tin:i
bered farms. Since the fires have b'!'en kept off and 

·.the land fenced in, the timber is gradually encroach-
ing on the prairie. The grasses on these immense 
plains is still succulent and abundant, though some-

what varying from theiJ" original species. The blue 
grass (poa pratensis) is rapidly invading the prai
ries, and this most valuable of all the grasses seems 
to incfease in direct ratio 'vith the feeding of 
stock and the trampling of the soil. The timber in 
Southern Missouri varies with the latitude. In the 
southeastern portion of the State the poplar, the 
sweet, black and yellow gum, the pine, the cypress, 
the birch, the beech and the tulip tree have their 
home, and one scarcely, if ever, found in the north· 
ern . or western counties, but through the entire 
region of Southern Missouri. The forest trees are 
oak, walnut and hickory, elm, maple, ash and 
locust, with their varieties, cherry, cottonwood, 
willow, persimmon, pecan, hackberry, mulberry, 
box elder, sassafras growing to tree size, and in the 
southwest the chestnut and the chinquipin. Its 
shrubbery is the hazel, the. sumac, the red bud, the 
wild rose and the honey suckle. Its wild fruits are 
the grape, the haw, mulberry, blackben'Y, sQrvice
berry, i·aspbe1Ty, huckleberry, hazel, walnut and 
hickory nutg; pecans, chestnuts, chinquipina, per
simmons, the wild crab apple, wild plums and the 
pawpaw. Some of the timber in this region grows 
to a large size; Professor Swallow speaks of oaka 
known to b.e 26 :feet in circumference and 90 feet 

I . 
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high, cottonwood 30 feet in circumference and 125 
.feet high, sycamore 43 feet in circumference and 65 
feet high, cypress 29 feet in circum~~rence and 130 

·feet high, grape vines 33 inches m circumference 
and 160 feet long. The oak, walnut, ash, poplar, 
pine and the <~ottonwood and sycamore are the 
trees from which the timber in ordinary use is 
<Jbtained. 

SOILS. 

'l'he variety of soils recognized by the State geo
logists varies with their location and in their con
,,Tituents. 

1. The itlluvial soils of the rivers are composed 
chiefiy of sand, lime and vegetable mould, and their 
wonderful fertility is generally considered inde· 
structible. Under this head may be classed the 
·swamp lands of Southeastern l\Iissouri, which, in 
eight counties, by the records of the State Land 
;JJlice, cover an eA.'i:ent of 1,855,616 acres, the larger 
}Jart of whie.h is susceptible of cultivation, and 
much of it rich as the valley of the Nile. 
The~e alluvial soils are generally devoted to the 

cultivation of corn, hemp, tobacco, Irish potatoes 
and hay. '\'fheat upon the virgin soil, oats, or 
barley would be apt to tumble or lodge. 

2. Another soil of great productiveness is found 
in the northwest counties and a part of the south
west counties of southern Missouri. It is usually 
of gentzy rolling prairie and is underlaid by the 
upper and middle coal measures. The agricultural 
products are corn, wheat, hay, oats, barley, potatoes, 
nay, almost any agricultural product of the State. 
As a. consequence, cattle, hogs 1 mules, horses and 
sheep :tlourish here. This soil is bl:tek from the 
presence of lime in quantity, and if the limestone 
eontains irou, the soil is red or brown, bi:tt its pro
ductiveness is not thereby lost. 

:J. Anorher distinct class of soils is found south of 
this region, and ou a belt extending. from the Ar
kansas line to the l\Hssouri River. This class has a 
reclish clay soil, is a iine corn and wheat country, 
admirably adapted to fruit and sheep culture. This 
soil is based on magnesian limestone and abounds 
in :tine springs and heavy timbe:r. It is generally 
more metalifcrous than the soils abo>e mentioned. 
~E'<.n· shee1J culture it is unsuqlassed_ 

4. The last class .of soils is that on lands elevated 
higher than any other parts of the State, being from 
1,200 to 1,500 feet above the level of the sea. It is 
underlaid by sandstones and magneE<ian limestones. 
)3Jaek oak, hickory, piue and cedar fiourish here, 
and the grape in perfection. Iu its Yaileys and ·on 
some of its slopes the lands are very fertile, and yet 
in compensation for a less generous soil, Nature has 
given to this region a deposit of mines and metals 
that c.an stand tllil? drain of the world's i'"ants for 
hundreds of centuries. 

l\IlNERA.LS. , 
Of the tn~tah o:f Southern ~U~souri, iron is the 

<:hief, the most alrnndant, and most Taluable. It is 
found n1ore or lef:.s in e·rery county·, sometimes in 
exllanstless quantities of the purest ore. The Iron 
Mountain is the large~t exposure aud the purest 
nlll.ss of iron known to the earth. It is idle to 
specnlate upon the extent of this mountain and its 
xieighbor, Pilot linob, and the adjacent hills. It is 
a question that many ages in the future will not oe 

able to solve, no matter how \·ast exploration and 
removal may draw upon its stores. Analysis shows 
a purity of sL-.cty-five to sixty.nine per cent. 

Lead is found in Sontheast, Central and Southwest 
Missouri in large quantities. The report of the ninth 
census (1870) made :Misso111·i the second lead· pre· 
ducing State in the Union, "Wisconsin ranking Jirst. 
The tenth censns (1580), now at hand, will probably 
make the product of lead from :Missouri as great as 
the aggregate product of all the other Btates. 

Zinc, next to iron, is the most generally diffused 
metallic ore. 

Cop1ier, nickel, cobalt and tin are found, hut not 
in such qnautities as the above mentioned metals. 
Gold and silver are said to exist, but it is well, per· 
haps, for Missouri that they exist iu quantities too 
small.to justify their exploration. 

MOUNTAINS. 

Properly speaking, there are no mountains in l\Iis
souri. The Ozark hills, sometimes called mountains, 
are high and fertile table fands, elevated, at their 
greatest height, between 1,500 and 1,600 feet above 
the level of the sea, and h1we no points of assimila
tion to mountitin ranges. They divide the waters 
fiowing north into the l\Iissouri River from those 
that fiow south into the Arkansas and other south
ern rivers. 

RIVERS. 

The l'.\Iissouri River, after coursing along the west
ern shore of Misilouri to the mouth of the Kansas 
Ri>er, about 250 miles, fiows through the State near 
its center, 400 miles to its confiuence with the Mis
sissippi River. In conjunction with this river that 
has already fiowed along tile eastern boundary line 
of Northeast }lissoui·i, it washes the eastern banks 
of Southern l\Iissouri, it distance of 300 miles. 

The othei· navigable rivers of Southern Missouri 
are the Osage, Gasconade, Lamine, an<l the V\<'lli.te 
River, of the Southwest. Small rivers, creeks, and 
branches seem, by a kind Providence, to be distrib
uted over the land with a view to an almndance of 
water, an effectual drainage, and mill sites to any 
extent of demand for many years to come. 
. Springs of purest water exist in abunuanee 
throughoi;tt Southern '.\fissouri, and a great variety 
of mineral waters. So1ne of these springs are noted 
for the vast volume of water that they pour out. One, 
called Bryee's Spring, on theNiangua, is said to fiow 
away a rapid river, forty-two yards in wi<ith, and to 
discharge 10,000,000 of cubic feet every day. Its tem
perature is 60° Fahrenheit. Petroleum springs are 
beginning to manifest themselves, but the oil front 
them has not yet entered into the commercial pro
dncts of Southern l\Iissonri. Salt springs are found 
in several counties. 

CLAYS. 

Fire clay, potter," clay, kaolin (porcelain clay), 
sandstone, clean and free from impurities and well 
adapted for glass-making. (which industry is rapidly 
assuming a national importance), hydranlie lime, 
polishing stone (sometimes caneabath brick:)' grind
stones, millstones, slates and marbles (the last of 
fine quality), building stone of red and gray granite, 
lithographic limestone, are among the elements of 
future wealth to the people of this State. 
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CLIMATE. 

'!'he climate of Southern Missouri is a dry one. In 
the spring heavy rains fall, and in the latter part of 
that season the State is visited by continuous show· 
ers, known to farmers as "the long season in May," 
the advent of which is warmly welcomed by the 
tobacco planter, and by those whose providence in 
t>arly planting ai1d plowillg has prepared the corn 
1•.1·op for this beneficent season. In June summer 
~howers fall, but not in excess, seldom lasting longer 
than a few hours. The average rainfall in Southern 
l\Iis•onri is forty-one inches, in the southeast larger, 
in the northwest less. The extremes for thirty-four 
years are as low as twenty-five inches, and as high 
its •ixty-eight. Whenever the State suffers from 
•nch unusuitl seasons, there is a compensation in 
the fact that, of the two great crops of wheat and· 
corn, while one may be injured the other is bene -
:tited, so that· no vital injUl'y to both food crops of 
the State, at the same time, is likely to occur. The 
l"ains come, generally, from the southwest, and there 
can be no material change in the climate of Southern 
11-!issouri as long as the trade winds and the Gulf of 
Mexico shall create nnd maintain the grand mission 
of evaporation and precipitation. The mnomit of 

•fail' weather in Southern l\fissouri is very large, and 
while a f<lw of the summer days are excessively hot, 
Jlll elec.trie.nl disturbance generally occurs, and a 
thunder-storm and !L eopious Rhower bring them 11 

refreshing change oi tem1ierature. Killing frosts 
·occur on an avera.ge on the 10th of October, and late 
frosts on the 7th of April, in Southern· l\Iissouri. 
Wheat is ha1·vested, on an average, about the 20th of 
.rune; in the extreme southeast a little earlier. The 
peach tree blooms 11bout the 1st of April. Snow very 
rarely falls to 11ny depth, and generally disappears 
in a day or two. The average depth is two and one
:third inches: Ice cannot always be depended on as 

a crop. In the northwest counties it does not often 
fail. In the southern counties it is rare that two 
successive crops arc.@btained. 'While the thermom
eter has shown an extreme of 23° below zero, yet, 
generally, the winters are short and pleasant, and 
old farmers will remember several winters in which 
plowing could be done en almost 0\"ery da)' of the 
season. With such a climate the practical fa1·mer 
can very readily estimate for himself the extent or 
winter feeding. 

The autumn in Southern l\Iissonri- nay, in tile 
whole State-is the most beautiful season known to 
the earth. From the 1st of October to the 8th or 
10th of January, with one exception, occurring 
about the middle of November, lasting only a few 
days, and called by the Indians and early settler• 
"squrnv winter," there is no such continuous mag .. 
nificence of climate on the face of the globe. Tile 
Indian-summer has fairly set in, the forests have put 
on their robes of varied and dazzling colors. Mias
matic fevers have disappeared with the 1l1·st frost; 
the husbandman dreads no storm from an almost 
cloudless sky upon his ungathered fall crops, and 
upon his busy preparation for the next year's har
vests, and all animal nature seems to revel in the 
luxury of an out-of-door life, and of a health-giving 
atmosphere. 

Such to-dtty, to some extent, is the physical con
dition of Southern 111issonrL A i·egion that con
tains more varied mineral wealth than any other 
known land of like dimensions upon the globe; 
that basks in a climate distinguished for its mild 
and health-giving influences; that reposes like an 
infant in the giant arms of the largest ri\·ers of the 
continent; that offers to a population mnny-fold · 
its present numliers a soil exhaustless in it~ 
fertility, and ready to yield from its beneficent 
bosom every product that is neces!!&ry for the sup
port of human life. 

The Lowlands of the Southeast. 

'.!.'he lowlands of Southeast Missouri embrace the 
northern half of the great alluvial region extending 
.along the Mississippi River from Cape Girardeau, 
in Missouri, to Helena, in. Arkansas, a distance of 
.about four hundred miles, by river. The portion of 
this lowland region situated iu Southeast Missouri 
will not embrace much less than an area of 3,000 
square miles. 

Out of it have 1ieen carved the counties of Pem
iscot, New Madrid, Dunklin, Mississippi, Scott and 
Stoddard, and the southern portions of the eounties 
.of Butler, Wayne, Bollinger and Cape Girardeau, 
which consiitntc the so-called "swamp counties" 
of Missouri. No portion of the State is less known 
or less appreciated than this region. Many intelli-. 
gent persons conside1· it all subject to annual over
:ll.ow, an extensive swamp, an immense bog, while 
others suppo.,;e that the c.ountry is full of great 
stagnant lagoons, bayous and ponds, and the atmos
'J)here filled with deadly malarial :fevers. Such 
ideas of the "lowlands of. Southeast Missouri" are 
fan~lful, erroneous and unjust. 

'.!.'he country is as undulating as the great prairies 
of Illinois. After every rain the water rapidly 
drains. away. Covered with the immense timber 
faund in these Southeast Missouri bottoms. the 
prairies of Illinois would be uninhabitable. Many 
ridges, from ten to fifieen feet high, of marvelous 
fertility, run, generally in a north and south Qirec
tion, through this region. 

These "ridges" are of various extent and eleva
tion. There is one from two to three miles witte 
and thirty-five miles long, and ene, l'llnning"through 
S!odda1-d and Dunklin Counties, about eighty or 
ninety miles, on which is situate<l the fi<mrishlng 
city of Charleston. 

There are, rising in thls extensive lowland region, 
like islands, many, so-called," hills," in Stoddard 
County, each ranging from about ten to twenty-11\•e 
miles in circumference. While he1·e and there 
hillocks like "Bird's Island," embracing several 
hundred acres, or solitary hills, like the" I.ost Hill," 
rise up, almost perpendicular cl.iiis, to an altitude 

• 
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of from one to two hundred feet, over the surround
ing bottoms. 

It is traversed by the St. Francois, the Castor, the 
"Whitewater, the Black, the Little Black, and other 
smaller rivers, and many creeks, all of which have 
limple fall, and, where not obstructed by decayed 
timber and rafts, carry away the water rapidly, ex
cept in a· few very low portions of the country, 
which can he easily drained. 

A portion of these low lands are subject to occa
sional overJlows from the l\lississippi River. But 
these overilom; are far less frequent than is gener
ally thought. Kor is the area of this overflow ex
tensive. 

1''ERTILITY OF SOILS. 
The soil of these lowlands is <lf surpassing fertility. 

It is mainly a rich, sandy, vegetable humus, easily 
cultivated, and yielding enormous crops of corn, 
wheat, tobacco, cotton, potatoes, stockpeas, grasl5, 
and, in short, every cereal and vegetable thatgro,vs 
in the 'temperate zone. A total failure of crops is 
unknown. Sometimes, but rarely, a crop may fall 
short, but a total failure on account of drought, or 
tempest, or grasshoppers, or other insects, never 
occurs in this·favored region. The season being 
more advanced, the farmers of the lowlan\).s ean 
ship and sell their crops earlier than their brethren 
farther north, and thus receive better prices. The 
Mississippi, the great natural highway to the ocean, 
is not far off, and assures them cheap transporta
tion. 

As a stock country this section of the State can 
not be.surpassed. The winters are mild and short. 
Farmers feed their stock only during a short portion 

· of the year, and many do not feed their stock at any 
time, because, at all seasons, cattle and horses find 
wild grass and cane in the :range in the great bot
toms, still untouched by the hand of m:m. Great 
herds of hogs grow fat in these bottoms without 
ever being fed on corn. Such persons as expect to 
devote themselves to stock-raising can indeed find 
no better locality. 

THE TIMBER. 
One great obstacle to the increase of population in 

these lowlands, heretofore, has been the immense 

amount of timber necessary to be cleared out of the 
way before a farm could be opened. 

But this timber, once a hindrance to progress, is 
now becoming valuahle. &aw mills are found in 
every neighborhood. It has long been known that 
the timber .of the Southeast lowlands is not sur
passed anywhere in the United States. Oak, of 
every kind, hickory, walnut, ash, beach, poplar, soft 
and hard maple, cypress, sycamore, cottonwood, 
white, black :ind yellow gum, catalpa, cherry, mul
berry, sassafras, and other varieties of timber can be 
found in great quantities, and attain immense size. 

Large bodies of these great forests have been 
opened by the St. Louis, Iron "'Iountain & Southern 
Railway; and they have been penetrated in various 
directions by other ro:.ds, now being pushed rapidly 
to completion. The3e railways will serve to de
velop the vast, untouched and unrivaled timber· 
resources of the lowlands, and will become the 
great lumber carrying roads of the country, while 
they will traverse one of the best and most produc
tive agricultural regions of the world. 

HEALTHFULNESS. 

Ou the score of health much iµisapprehens10n 
e,."ists in the minds of intelligent people. The coun
try is subject to the diseases that generally prevail' 
in the Mississippi Valley. Its general health is not 
any better nor any worse than in the same latitude 
in the lowlands of Tennessee, Kentucky, or South
ern Illinois. 

That this is true is clearly illustrated by the rapid 
growth and flourishing condition of its many towns 
and cities, and by the great increase of population 
and production in this entire region within the last 
decade, as will be shown by returns of the cenBus 
of 1880. 

CHEAP L.A.NDS. 

The price of land in this lowland re~on is as yet 
generally very low. Of course in some localities 
the price of land is higher than elsewhere, but the 
average price is very low. Many hundred thousand 
acres are still for sale at but little more than one 
dollar and a quarter an acre, and much land can be 
bought for less. 

The Climate. 

The climate of a country is intimately connected 
with the well being of its inhabitants, and is, 
indeed,. the most essential element of this well 
being which Nature can grant them; so, that the 
consideration of the climatic conditions becomes 
of the first importance in the selection of a country 
which is to heeome the home of our families. 

]fissouri lies almost in the center of the Atlantic 
.portion of the North American coutine.nt. It is 
therefore essentially an .inland State, with all the 
advantages and disadvantages of such an iuland
or, as it is scientifica!Jy termed,a c.ontinental climate. 
Two great rivers, the Mississippi on the eastern 
border and the Missouri through the center of the 

State, and their numerous affluents favorably modify 
this condition. 

The surface o:f the country is a rolling one, more 
broken ()r hilly in the southern half of the State; 
more level in the north and northwest. Its eleva
tion above the ocean varies from 300 to 400 feet in 
the southeastern portion of the State to 1,200 and 
1,600 in the southwest. The watershed of the Ozark 
Rills, passing through the southern part of the 
State from northeast to southwest, elevated from 
500 to 800 :feet above the adjacent regions, diveraifies 
the aspect of the country without exerting a dom
inant influence on its climate. 

The State is situated just ou the limits of the· 
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wooded portion of the Mississippi Valley and of the 
western prairie country, and partakes of both con
ditions. There are woods in abundance and prairie 
enough, and in a considerable portion of the Staie a 
useful mixture of both to suit the wishes of the hus
b,,,ndman. 

Intirb.atcly connected with the geographical posi
tion and with the con:figuration of the country are its 

METEOROLOGICAL CONDITIONS. 

And here the continental character of the climate 
becomes obvious in the extremes of temperature 
and of moistut'e, and in the sudden changes to 
which it is liable. 

Accurate and long continued meteorological ob
servations· have only been made in St. Louis, but 
lately Professor Nipher, under the auspices of 
Washington University, has, with the aid of nnmer
'Ons zealous observers, established a chain of me
teorological stations over a greai part of the State, 
which will in time permit us to ascertain most 
accurately the meteorology of the whole State. 
Until such knowledge is reached we consider the 
results obtained at St. r,ouis as an average for the 
whole or at least for the eastern half of the State 
will not go far amiss. 

The mean annual temperature is about 55 de
grees, but it varies in different years from 53 to 58 
degrees. The mean winter temperature is 33 de
grees, varying between 20 in the coldest and 40 in 
the mildest winters. The mean temperature of 
summer is 76 degrees, oscillating in different years 
between 72 as the coolest and 80 degrees as the 
warmest summers. 

But these means alone give no proper apprecia
tion of the temperatures to which the inhabitants 
are subjected'. unless the extremes are also con
sidered. In some seasons the temperature scarcely 
falls below zero, nor does it rise above 96 degrees, 
!Jut in oLhers we have experienced a frost of 20 to 
24 degrees below zero, and a heat of 100 to 104 
degrees above that point. These are extremes that 
do not often occur, and do not last long, but they 
must be taken Into consideration in studying the 

·.ciimate. In the western. and northwestern parts of 
the State the extremes Of. the winter temperatme 
.are even greater. 

'l'HE DAILY CHANGES OF TEMPERATURE 

me ordinarily not more than 20° in fair days; but 
they not rarely reach 30 and even 40', and have been 
known to be as great as 56° within twenty-four 
hours; bnt these are rare exceptions. In this lati
tude, and through a great part of the State, the 
winters arc variable, col•l spells alternating with 
mild .and open weather_ This variabillty is still 

.more remarkable in the spring. There are in some 
years very early springs, and in .others very fate 
ones; and in the early springs and with an early 
development of vegetation sometimes late and 
destructive frosts occur, so that the fruit crops and 
even agricultural crops suffer. 

The rivers of the St::ite, coming ::is they do from 
the norh and northwest, bring down a great deal of 
cold water and ice, and they are apt to congeal 
more i·eadily than loct1l intluences would warrant. 
In some seasons they are bridged over ftrml~', and 
are passable for the heaviest teams, often only for a 
week or two, bnt occasionally for fully a month .. In 

other seasons the rivers are not frczeu o~·er and 
navigation, at least of ihe 1\lississippi. f~imost uni~~ 
terrnpted. 

The second great meteorological element of the 
climatic condition of the country is it' hurnldity, 
the amount of rain and snow which falls within the 
year, and its distribution. in the different seasons. 
In St. Louis, the average annual rainfall is about 
forty-one inches, but it varies in different .years 
between twenty-five and fifty-five inches, and has 
in a single instance reached even sixty·eight 
inches. It is less in winter, abont seven inches, 
and highest in summer, on an average thirteeu 
inches, but the rainy season, if H ]Je permitted to 
speak of such an one, occurs usually at the end of 
spring and beginning of summer, say from tl1e ·end 
of April to the beginning of July. But even this is 
not constant. In this season also the greatest 
number of thunderstorms occur. 

THE AMOUNT OF :RAIN 

seems large compared with other temperate coun
tries, but, notwithstanding this, the climate is a dry 
one, for the most abundant rains fall in. a very short 
time, and clear skies arethe rule and cloudy or over· 
cast heavens the exception, especially in the summer 
andautumni1l months, and evaporation is rapid, so 
that the dew point is a high vne. Snow falls in all 
parts of the State, but it is rarely heavy and does 
not cover the ground long, so that the winter crops 
do not derive much useful protection from it. 

The third important element of the climate are 
the winds. The south and southeast winds are the 
prevailing ones, especially in the 'varn1er seasons; 
in winter they are as often west and northwest 
winds; these winds arc usually brisk, but rarely 
very high; but occasionally tornadoes are formed 
and devastate narrow strips of C'Ountry, invariably 
taking a southwest to northeast course. 

The clearness of the sky is another condition of 
this climate,which may be considered of the greatest 
importance for the well being of the inhabitants. 
There is, through the. sumn1er, and the antumn, 
rarely a day without some sunshine, and in other 
seasons rarely thJ·ee days pass without some break 
in the clouds; a continuation of a week's uninter
rupted gloomy weather is a great rarity, even in the 
most gloomy winter months, and if any m'eteorolog
ical condition has a happy inilnence ou human well 
being, it is this llrevailing clearness of t.he sky, 
tempered with moderate breezes and light clouds. 

The nattn·al, as well as the eultivated, prod nets of 
the soil best attest the favora!Jle influence of our 
climate on organized life. Deciduous woods cover 
the greater part of the State; pine timber is found 
in the siliceous soils of the Ozark region; westward 
and northwestward a prairie country prevails; 
southeast, in the fertile low lands of the Mississippi, 
cotton is cultivated; throughout the State wheat 
and corn are the staple produc.ts, and in the central 
parts hemp an;l tobacco are the most important 
crops. 

Thus, the climate and conditions of Missouri are 
very favorable for the prosperity of the human 
race; the drawbacks, consisting in the sometimes 
extreme. temperatures, are counterbalanced by 
great advantages, and a great a11d happy community 
will enjoy the benefits a bounteons nature has ao 
generously lavished upon the entire State. 
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Health. 

That public prosperity and happiness depend in 
no small degree upon public hoolth, no intelligent 
i,1erson will deny. Hygiene has become a question 
of political economy, and in ~ome countries almost 
a question of national perpetuity. Great has been 
the ta.lent, admirable the per.,m·eranee, and marvel· 
ons the fertility of resource devoted to its study, 
and most zealous has been the patient, unselfish 
toil to disco>er the causes of diHease; but the prac
tical >alue of the truths thus established ha>e not 
ath"<tcted the attention, nor achieved the place in 
pnblic estimation They merit. . 

Throughout the length and breadth of the civil· 
ized world wherever the aid of sanitary measures 
have been etlkientlv im·oked, ample returns have 
rewarded the labor.· The death rate in London has 
been l'leduced from 42 to 21 per thousand, in Paris 
from 39 to 21. In 11assachusetts it has been re
daced throughout the State and in St. Louis it has 
been reduced during the last ten years o>er :fifty 
per cent. 

Indeed, pestilence, epidelillics, and all kinds of 
fatal contagion or infection ean no longer 1Je re
garded as the inexorable foes of humanlife, decreed 
to afilict mankind regardless of any effort man may 
put forth to mitigate or prevent their fatal 011eration; 
for it is pro\"ed beyond cavil, that in these matters, 
he is mainly the arbitrator of his own iate; that 
he can predict and that he can deal with :them. 

NATDRALLY HEALTHY. 

Disregardful of these facts the legislators of '.\lis
;:;ouri lrn;i;e given the State no t<ystematic code of 
sanitary laws, and there is, «.onsequently. no State 
Hoard of health. The immunity enjoyed from dis
ease fa thlireiore solely due t-0 the natural salubrity 
of the climate. Ii the public health of :Missouri is 
compare<! with that of Ma~saclmsetts, one of the 
ulde•t, wealthiest, most intelligent, and best organ
ized State,; in the ruicm, where sanitary improve· 
ment !ms been scicnti1kally and energetically 
prosecuted under !'State authority for ~ever.al years, 
and in which, too, it bas ulready done much to 
improve tlie public health, it will be seen that this 
State ii; much wealthier than her older sister in all 
the benefits that accrue from 1rnblic salubrity. 

I11 1~70, ~IisKouri had a population of 1,721,295, 
and there were during tluit year 27 ,9S2 deaths from all 
cau.,ee. A mortality rate equi>alent to 1.63 per 
c.ent. of the 1mpulati•m. 

l\f:i$sitchusetts had a population of l,41i7,3\51 and 
there were during the 'ame jleriod 25,859 deaths from 
"'11 rau•es. _\.mortality equal to 1.77 per eent. of the 
population. 
It thus appears, if the calenlation is made and 

the reliitive i•roportion between the populations and 
iht' <lea!h rates of the two States maintained, that 
vital "'"~urity h; greater in Missouri, as compared 
with Massa.ehusett~, to an extent, represented by 
t.M ::i.nnna.I saving of ~.474 lires, but these :ti,,,"Ul'Cs 
fail to de11ote th.: stricken grief, the anxiety 1U1d the 
~.ist of biclme•,, u; the valuo .if wasted health; 
these are IM!vlllitages that neither language or $:fm. 
bQJ~ can &dequutely portray. 

:S-o successful e:ffort has yet been•made to deter· 
mine, by actual registration, the precise sickness
rate of communities. The many obstacles in tile 
way of even a reasonable approach to accuracy in 
the performance of this important and interesting 
task, has hitherto discouraged or defeated such at· 
tempts. It is, however, estimated from the most 
trustworthy data, that two persons are constantly 
sick for every one that dies: or, in other words, that 
every death implies a total average of 730 days 
sickness. It is also estimated that each person 
loses, on an average, nineteen to twenty· days,_an
nually, by sickness; and Dr. Jarvis, has shown from 
the ei"J;lerience of health-assurance companies in 
this country, that the sickness rate is generally 
greaterthan these figures, based ou European ex-. 
perience, indicate. 

Authentic reports to the Health Board of St. Louis 
have shown that the annual siekness rate of the . 
city of St. Louis is about seventeen and a half days 
to each member of the population. Dr. Boardman, 
of Boston, has ascertained the sickue"" rate of the 
city of Boston to be about twenty-four days of 
annual siclrness to each indi>idual. The general 
correctness of these conclusions are further suli
stantiated by army statistics. Dr. Playfair, of En· 
gland, after careful inquiry, computed tll(I, ratio of 
one death to twenty-eight cases of sickness in a 
mL'\:ed population. 

From the estimate, then, on tile ba~is llointed out, 
the relative 

VALTIE TO THE PEOPLB 

of the sanitary conditions that prevail in Missouri 
and in Massoollusetts, since e>ery death rep re sen ts 
two cases of oontinned sickness, and a loss of 730 
days by sickness, incapacitating for labor for each 
death that occurs in the community, the value to the 
people of Missouri, of the good health they enjoy, as 
compared with the health enjoyed hy the people of 
Massachusetts, may he stated, iu round numhers, as 
2,474 lives saved annually~ 4,1J.!8 continuous cases of 
illness ohrtated,and69,272 temporary attacks of ill
ness prevented; while the material resources of the 
oommunity are annually augmented and strength· 
ened by the added wealth of 1,806,fr:?O days, or over 
4\l2 years of serviceable labor. It is not unfair to 
assume, that every one of these d:1ys indicates a 
profit in wealth produced and money earned, by the 
saving of time, the cost of medicine and medical 
attention, and the other un1n-oidable expenses of 
;,ielmess, equh-alent to at least fifty cents per day. 
If this be a fair presumption, the health enjoyed by 
the people of Missouri, estimated on the basis pro
posed, is worth to them annually over $90,300. This 
yearly accumulation is no mean addition to the 
wealth of the State, and serves in some measure to 
indicate monetary value to · communities of good , 
health. The hugeness of the su111S may surprise 
those who ha>c paid little atteation to such matters 
and possibly excite incredulity, but the calculation~ 
are fotmded on principles that have stood the test 
of examination and re-examination by the most 
skillful experts, and that are generally admitted h>· 
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be the most reliable science can furnish. It is not 
our purpose to draw invidious distinctions; but the 
selection was made because it is commonly sup
posed that young States are 1'iot so healthful as the 
older ones, and because it illustrates the native 
salubrity of the western climate. 

Massachusetts is one of the extreme northern 
States. If the comparison were extended to the 
south, and included the State of Louisiana, the con-

trast in favor of Missouri would he still more 
strjking. 

Blessed as the State is, with exeellcnt. natural 
drainage, an equable temperature, pure water, 
cheap food, abundant and remunerative lahor fol· 
all classer;, low rents, and room ample enough to 
permit isolated tenements even in the most popu· 
lous cities; all of the natural requisites of good. 
health are combined. 

Soils. 

The first subdivision of soils in :N!issomi is known 
as bottom fands and_ uphmds; hut their quality is 
llot thereby suJUcientJy indicated. Another di\·ision 
which espccii1lly disti.nguishcs the State, is tluit ex
hibited by the iirairics anrl timbernd lands, between 
'Which it is netlrly divided. lDach division contains 
soils of all grades of lff0<1u<~tircne~s. 

Bisecting the State by a line <lrawn from the city 
of Hannilial, on the J\fississip]Ji Hiver, to its south
wc:;;t corner, the half lying to the north and wc~t of 
this line, n1a.y be desc~ribed a.~ the vrairie 1·cgion of 
t,he Rtate, with the rare a<Ivantag-e that CYeJT county 
is bountifully supplied with timber and with rircrs 
aut1 smaller streams of water. 'l'hat whicl1 lics Qast 
;md south of the bi•ccting- line is the timbered or 
forest section, in whieh are found umnerous prtdries 
of gNtiter or lm;s extent. 

The prairie lands ttre again di l'ided iuto bottom 
and upland prairie~. ~1,he lwttmn pi·airies cloHely 
Te~ernble i.n Hoil the ri\'er lwttorn~. In n. certain 
~eu.se. the fo1·111i1..tiou iB identical; ea.eh ca1ne fro1n 
accretions, one fro111 the rh~crs and the other fro1n 
the higher or upland prairies. The marl forination 
is the foundation of hoth, and in both it is deeply 
buried under the modern alluYium. They owe their 
extraordinary fertility and inexhaustible produc· 
tiveness to a borrowed wealth, which came to them 
in endless supply from tl1e loosened soils of the 
higher fands by means of oycrtlo'il' and abundant 
rains. The river hottoms are generally hounded by 
timbered or !Jluff lands; occasionally they extend, 
hy gentle swells, intn prairie bottoms, which occupy 
a higher level and :we often grand a.11(1 sublime in 
tJwir vast extent. Undulating- or rolling, like waves, 
in their en<lless succession, the upland prairies 
often _,pear as limitless as the sea, and present the 
n.p1>earance of the ocean 'vhen i::.;ulJsiding frorn the 
effects of ;f storm. Alike, tbey 11re the sources of 
enor1nou8 agricultural wealth, and are subjeets of 
never fa.Hing interest and attraction to the agricul
turist, who "·ell knows with what ease they are 
,•.ultivated and how gratefully they- rcwarrl his 
l:tbor. The bottoms of, the other rivers inul streams· 
are distrihuted over every portion of the State, and 
are similar in formation ant1 soil to those <if the 
great rivers. • 

Arbor cultm·e on a large scale is now unnecessary, 
in iti,;souri, for the prairie e.onntry is quite well 
~uppliet1 with ne~vly-grown timber. The tine io1·ests 

of the southern and eastern JH\rts oi the State 
furnish excellent timbers for the farme1·s' purposes 
and the arts, while they may he sufficiently prc
sel·vecl to protect the soils, fruits and grasses from 
extreme weather, and continue to afford fine pas
tures for Jm·ge nu1nbers·of cattle, horses and sheep> 
which are permitted to go at large with slight atten
tion. 

In thiR article spaee is wanting to minutely 
describe and c.lasHifr tlte soils of :Niissouri, and 
perhnps the best guide will be to given general de .. 
sc1·iption (according to a inetl10d of (•Jassi:fication 
adopted by Prof. :'iwullow, Dean ol the :Niissom·i 
.Agricultural Collcµ;e, f1·01n whose t\Titings inuch 
inforn1atlon gi\·en in this chapter lulH beeit taken), 
as defined l>y forest, prairie and ll!Juyial lands, in
dicating their gren t variety l.Jy the growth of timber 
of the forests and the grasses and plants of the 
prairie. 'rhose t-ieeking hornes in l\fi:;souri \rill iind 
it a relial;le, if not an unerring', rule in the ~election 
of lands. 

SOIL CJ,ASSIFWATIONS. 

The haBkherry lands are first in ieTtilit3· and pro. 
ductivcness. Upon these lands tllso grow elm, \v·ild 
cherry, honeyJocu~t, hiekol'}'", \Vhite, hlack, burr and 
chestnut oaks, blaek and white walnut, mulberry, 
linden, ash, }loplur, catalpa, sa.~s:afras and n1aple. 
The prairie soils of ltbout the same qnalit)·, if not 
identical, are ktHYwn as cro'\'"·foot lands, so-called 
:from a species of weed found npon them, and these 
two soils generally join each other where the timber 
and prairie lands meet. Both rest upon a bed of 
fme silicious marls, and even under most exhaustive 
tillage will prove perpetually fertile. They cover 
more than seven million acres of land. On this 
:;oil white oab have been found twenty- nine feet in 
circumference and one lumdred feet high; linden, 
twenty-thre1> feet b1 cireumforence and quite as 
lofty; the burr oak and sycttmore grow still larger. 
P1·airie grasses, on the crow-foot lands, grow -very 
rank and tall, and, hy the old settlers, were said to 
entil'ely conceal herds of cattle from the view. 
These lands alone are capable of sustaining a pop
ulation g-rc,1ter than that no1v ocenpyiug the State 
of l\li~souri. 

The elm lands, whose nanrn is derived fro1n the 
A\.luerican eltn, which here grolr's lnngniftcently, are 
scarcely inferior to the hackbcrry lands, and possess 
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very nearly the same growth of othe1· timber. The 
~oil has nbout the same properties, except that the 
s1rnd is tlner an<l the claymore almndant. The same 
quality of eoil nppears in the prairie known as the 
resin-wee,1 land,. 

Next.in ordor arc hickory fands, with a growth of 
wl1ite and shell-bark hickory, black, scarl<ilt, and 
laurel onks, sugar n1aple, llersim.mon, and the ha,v, 
red-bud and crab-apple trees of smaller growth. In 
some portions of the State the tulip tree, beech and 
blaekgum grow on lands of the same quality. Large 
areas of prairie in the northeast and southwest have 
soils of nearly the s:ime quality, called mulatto soils. 
There is also a soil 13ing upon the red clays of South
ern Missouri simifar to the above. These hickory 
lands, and those desct"ibed as assimilating to them, 
are highly esteemed by farmers for the culture of 
corn, wheat and other cereals. They are admirably 
adapted to the cultivation of frmts, and their blue 
grass pastures are equal to any in the State. Their 
area may be fairly estimated at S,000,000 of acres. 

The magnesiuu limestone soils extend from Calla
way County south to the ;\.rkansas line, and from 
Jefferson west to Polk County, an area of about 10,· 
000,000 of acres. These soils. are dark; warm, light 
and very productive, They1iroduce black and white 
walnut, black gum, white and 1\·hahoo elms, sugar 
maple, honey locust, mulbeny, chestnut, post, black, 
laurel, scarlet and Spanish oaks, persimmon, blue 
ash and many trees of smaller growth. They cover 
all the connh·y underlaid by the mugnesiun lime
stone series, but are inconvenient for ordinary till
age when they occupy the hillsides or narrow val
leys.· .\m?ng the most fertile soils in the State, they 
produce :fine crops of all the staples, and thrifty and 
productive fruit trees and grape vines evince their 
extraordinary adaptation and :fitness for culture of 
grape and other fruits. Large, bold springs of 
limpid, pure and cool waters gush from· every hill· 
side and now away in bright streams, giving beauty 
and attraction to the magnificent forests of the elm, 
the oak, the mnlhert;>' and the buckeye, which often 
adorn their lwrdcrs~ ,.~rho inining 11~h:rions mnbraced 
in this division of the soils, are thus supplied with 
vast agricultural wealth, and a large mining,pustorul 
and agriculhu·ul population may here he brought to
gether in relations scarcely to be found in :my other 
country in the world. Blue grass and other ,;uc(m
lent and nutritions grasses grow luxuriantly, even 
on the ridges and hillsides of the upland forests, in 
almost everyportion of Southern Missouri. Located 
in the midst of a temperate and ch:irmiug climate, 
With its fountains and streams, its valleys and ele
vated lauds will attr:ict and delight, sooner or later, 
vast populations. 

On the ridges, where the lighter materials of the 
soil have been washed away, or were originally 

wanting, white oak lands are to he found, the ouke 
accompanied by shell-bark and lllack hickory; and 
trees and shrubs of smaller gl'owth. ""hile the 
surface soil is not so Jlich as the hickory lands, the 
subsoil is quite as good, and the land may be greatly 
improved by turning the subsoil to the surface. 
These produce superior whe:it, good corn, and a 
very :fine quality of tobacco; On these lands fruits 
are abundant and a sure crop. They embrace about 
one and a half million of acres. 

Post Oak Lands have about the same growth a" 
the white oak lands, and produce good crops of the 
staples of the country, and yield the best tobacco iu 
the West. Fruits of all kinds exeel on this soil. 
These lands require deep culture. 

The Black Jack I.ands occupy the high flint ridgeK 
underlaid with hornstone and sandstone, and 11nder 
these conditions are considered the poorest in the 
8tate, except for pastures and vineyards. The pres
ence, however, of black-jack on other lands does 
not indic:ite thin or poor lands. 

Pine lands nre extensive, embracing about two 
millions of acres. The pines (pinus mitis, yellow 
pine), grow to great size, and :furnish immense sup· 
plies of murketu!Jlc lumber. They are accompan
ied by heavy growths of oak, which takes the co11n· 
try us successor to the pine. The soil is sandy, i~ 
itdupted to small grains and grasses, and carries 
fertilizers well. 

The bottom lands of the Southeast are now being 
rapidly reduced to cultivittion by the common effort 
of the lumberman and settler. A more extensive 
system of scientific drainage is now authodzed by 
the State, and effecti;-e measures are determined 
upon. They are of the huckberry variety of soils, 
and bem· the heaviest o{ timber. The strength of 
soils is such us to p.roduce great crops with regular
iJy, }>roved in many fields by more than fifty years 
of cultivation without rotation of crops. 

The tillable soil of Missouri, especially adapted tv 
cultivation and to the most varied agriculture, is of 
great variety and excellence. Its rare ingredients 
are seldom found in the same combination. In the 
most hill)" and broken portions of the St:it<il are rich 
valleys; those unfit for cultivation are covered with 
val11able timuer. More than two millions of acres 
llf Governmfont land remains undisposed of; and, 
while the best of these lands have been culled, 
small and very valu:ible tracts may be entered un
q.er the .homestead and pre-emption laws. The 
railroad comp:inies still own vast quantities of land, 
and those belonging to the Agrkultural College can 
be obtained at low rates. In every county in the 
State farms and unimproved lands can be purchased 
at lower prices than have been known for twenty 
years. 

Agricultural Capabilities. 

No State in the Union offers such manifold in
ducements to the immigrant who desires to follow 
agriculturaLpursuits. Missouri is central in point 
-0flatitnde,. illus avoiding the long, cold winters of 
theNorth,aswellas the dry, hot summers of the 

South. It a:ffords a great diYerslty ·of pursuits to 
the tiller of the soil-greater than al.most any other 
State. .All the cereals are grown in. the greatest 
perfection, and yield as largely as in ·any otlier 
State.· The wheat grown in Mlss-0uri makes the 
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best flour, and is eagerly sought in European mar
kets. If wheat is properly sown in fair l\fissonri 
~oil, the yield ought to be, in an average year, thirty 
bushels per acre, and many farmers frequently aver
age that on their entire crop. 

V~~R8ATILITY 01<' PRODUCTION. 

In no State is maize or Indian corn more at home, 
and this is one of the most profitable crops to the 
farmer. Its yield is from forty to eighty bushels per 
acre, depending upon the soil and eult.nre given it. 
It is the chief reliance of the farmer, for with it he 
fattens his pork, beef and mutton, which are itlwavs 
i11 dcinand, at good pl'iccs. Corn is a crop easily 
rai:-:;cd, and when raise(. the fanncr can take his ovtn 
tirno in harvesting, g~Ltllering it at ::tnj'" tinie in the 
winter, when other work is not pressing-thus 
n,voiding the heavy expense incurred in harvesting 
other crops. By r:tising this. in sullicient quantity 
and feed.ing it to his stock, the farmer can, at all 
seasons of the year, have fatted cattle, hogs, or 
sheep to convert into money. 

ln the southern portion of the State cotton can be 
proiit~Lbly grown. 'fhc soil is rich and the yield 
nearly eqmcl to that of the St11tes farther South. 
LtLbor to cultivate and pick the crop is easily ob
tained in St. I.ottis, when needed, and does not have 
t,o be kept the entire year-au advant.nge not pos-
8Cssed by many of the States further Routh. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

For raising all kinds of stock, Missouri is unsur· 
passed. Blue grass, orchard grass, timo1;hy, red 
top, red and white clover, grow luxuriantly, 'and 
afford the best of grazing. If winter pasturage is 
supplied to stock, it C!Ln be kept .the enth·e year 
without other feeding. Corn is so easily and cheaply 
raised that it is the best food that can he used to 
fatten and prepare stock for the shambles. In no 
State can pork be so cheaply and profitably pro
duced. By ·supplying the pigs and hogs with clover 
pasture in spring and summer, and turning them 
into corn-fields of p1·oper size, in the autumn, they 
require no feeding, and attain large size, become 
very fat,,.11nd are ready for the butcher. 

.A.S .A I<'RUIT .AND Gli.APE COUNTRY 

Missouri stands first among the fruit States. No 
State produces such a great variety of fruits in such 
high perfection. .A.t the Americttn Pomological 
Convention at l~ocheoter last year, where fruit was 
exhibited in competition from most of the States of 
the Union, three of the >\rilder medals were 
awarded to Missouri - one for the largest an~l best 
display of fruits made by any State; another for 
the best display of pea1·s made by any State; and 
another for tho best display of grapi;s made by any 
State. Many of the fruits were so much 111rger in 
size, and richer in eoloring, and better in quality, 
that Eastern po1nolo£,>1dts were uxutlJle to recognize 
vmieLies they had been familiar wit.h from their 
boyhood. 

The i,'Tapes of Missouri are of the highest qnitlity, 
. and the wine produced from them uneqnnlcd in 

oth'er States. In the great national <~ontest, a few 

years ago, at Phuadelphia, the prize for the best 
wine produced in any State, was awarded to Mis
souri. There are millions of acres of as good grape 
land as the sun shines upon in llfissOlJl"i unoccupied, 
awaiting the hand of the toiler. It requires bnt a 
few years to coyer them with productive vineyards. 

Apples, pears, peaches, plums, apricots, necta· 
rines, quinces aud the entire list of the small fruits, 
such a.s curra.nts, gooseberries, Taspberries, straw
berries and blackberries yield abundantly, v.ith but 
little care, and furnish a most healthful and luscious 
diet. :Pigs can be grown with a little winter pro
tection, and it is no sireteh of the iunuagination to 
say that every farn1er in Missouri 1nay, if he chooses 1 

"'sit under hfa own vine and Ilg tree." 

CLIMATIC INJ<'LUENCES. 

llnt One of the great aclvanta.ges in farming in 
l\Lis.souri is the short and open winters, giving the 
farmer the opportunity of working nearly every day 
in the year, and not hibernating for five or six 
months of every year a.s ihe Xorthern fam1er is 
compelled to do. The advantage of mild, open, 
short winters is not generally appreciated by the 
in1n1igrant; and it is a n1atter of the greatest im 4 

portanee to him. It saves him from hi1·ing lalior, 
givinghirn a Inueh longer season for .. tloing hiR work. 
It saves him great expense in ean·ying his stock 
over winter. It enalllcs him, with his own labo1-, tl1 
keep his fann in better order, his feneing in !letter 
repair, and his lands in better culture than if he 
were restricted to a much shm·ter period for all 
kinds of work. But there is another reason why 
Jlfissouri is a favorable State for the farmer immi· 
grant. It is· because she is so centrally located; 
because she affords such excellent facilities for the 
eheap transportation of her products to market. A 
farge sh:ire of tlle value of the product is not con
sumed in transporting !t to St. Louis-the starting 
place for an .Eastern or foreign market. In States 
farther west this is a most serious burden and robs 
farming of most of its profits. The great Mississippi 
River will always afford a competing channel for 
our commerce, and the very lowest rates to the East 
or to Europe can be obtained in consequence. By 
getting far avrny from this grand emporium, the 
cost of freight on what the immigrant raises may 
eat up the value of what he produces. By being 
near to St. 'Louis, the freight to that city will be a. 
trifle, but by being far away it will be a heavy bur
den, and it comes out of the farmer's pocket-buy 
his product who may, or at what point. 

!IIARKET FACILITIES. 

But there is in many sections of Missouri a home 
market. No State is so rich in mineral develop
ments, and every mine is a market for all the farmer 
can raise, and at high prices~ Every year the de
velopment of the mines of :IIissonri will be increased 
which will increase the demand ior farm products, 
Then the manuiactories of tlte State are increasing. 
and must yearly iirnrease. Xo Stute .offers such 
f11cilities for manufacturing· establishments of all 
kinds, and these are the best friends of the farmer. 

::mssouri is a healthy State-healthy for man and 
heast. In 110 State is there so little disease to be 
found in the Jlocks and herds. The land is generally 
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rolling, the air pure and in,vigorating, the 'water 
elem: and sparklln,g• The State is never afilcted by 
the temble drouths, which destroy vegetation and 
leave man and beast in a famishing condition, as is 
the case in States fnrther we8t. With the great 

Mississippi ru1d l\Iissouri !livers; and their liundre? 
of tributaries within and upon her borders, there .1s 
generally plenty of moisture to attract showers, and 
such a thing as a general f&ilnre of crops has nevel' 
been known in this Sta11e; · 

Horticulture. 

The prodnM~ ot the gai·den ndd so ruue.ll to the 
oom.torts of llfe that they cannot be neglected. To 
tbe intelligent emigrant, then, who seeks a new • 
home-not from the nomadic instinct or' from a 
restless desire for. change, but with a wise and 
settled purpose to improve his social and :linancial 
condition, the subject of horticulture mnst possess 
a deep interest. He does not wish to remove his 
family, no matter what their present surroundings, 
to a locality where long, cold winters will destroy 
his fruit trees, nor to one where intense summer 
heat will scorch bis small fruits and garden vege
tables. l!fissouri, in this respect, as in many others, 
o:lfel."S peculiar advantages and invites careful ex
amination fm.· the immigrant who seeks to make a 
comfortable and permanent home. 

The latitude of :Missouri, between the 36th and 
4-0tlt parallels, is better adapted for successful fruit 
growing titan is the country either north or south 
of it.·· Here peaches :fiourlsh as they do in few of 
the 111.ore northern Siates, while many tender fruits, 
sut·h as apricots, nectarines, Jigs and manv of the 
choicer varieties of grapes can be grown 'l\ith ordi· 
nary care-and the fruits of the north, apples, 
pea~. plums and chemes grow here. eqUany well 
'1\"ith very much less trouble and ea.re; all the labor 
of protecting the trees :from the biting frost of a 
six months' winter being quite unnecessary, as 
the winters are so much less severe ~nd 
shorter than ·the New England season of :frost 
and snow. 

The fariner ud gardener is also especially fa
vored with a ready market for all surplus, as the 
States west, with their hot, dry climate, in which it 
is impossible .to grow perfect fruit, stand ready to 
ab~orb the supply before it can reach the mining 
regions of the Roeky Mountains, where the demand 
for fruit is 1m great that it would consume the whole 

0production were the State planted in one vast 
ore hard, and then not cry "enough." 

There are few parts of this great State from which 
fruit e&nnQt :find direct and convenient tnmsporta· 
tion to a. market which is ne\·er o\·erstocked. _\ll 
roads lead to St; Loni~- Besides this mammoth 
market plare, the fruit-growers of Xorth Mlssoul"i. 
can ship their ourplu8 to Iowa. and :Minnesota, 
wnere there is a eoni;tant demand for it; from the 
western part of the State are dlreet lines of trans
portation to the mine•, and the southern section has 
its capacity ;e..-erely ta..'ll:ed by the needs of Texas. 
A soil so rieh in all tile elements of fertility, in a 
ellmate so genial as that nf Missouri, need11 only an 
opportunity to iirodnre hiseious fruits In an ever
wlle~ abnndan!'e. 

RELIABLE MARKETS. 

The ·southeastern portion of the State, along the 
line of the Iron Mountain Railroad, and the western 
portion, '\\'here the marly deposits a1·e so rich and 
extensive, are pre-eminently the 1ieach dlstrictK, 
and in these regions the peach seems aimost indi· 
ge:nous, never failing to produce abundant crops; 
and yet fruit.growers in these districts say that 
they are neYer able to su1>plr the demand, Nebraska, 
Kansas and Colorado taking all from the western · 
region, and St. Louis haviug to draw upon other 
States for her supplies. Peaches may be relied upon 
as a profitable crop In all that part of the State , 
south of the Missouri River, and, indeed, are largely 
grown much further, north, St. Joseph exporting 
large amounts. 

Pears do wml throughout the State, especially in 
the region of Clay,. Jackson and Cass Countills. 
The trees attain a great size and age-a diameter of 
from twelve to :fifteen inches is common; and there· 
are· trees a short distance south of St. Louis over 
two hundred yea.rs old, and still bearing full .crop>!. 

Where other .fruits grow so :finely, apples, of all 
fraits the most Interesting to sett!ers,.<:a.nnot :fa.iJ. to 
succeed. · ·' 

THE APPL:liJ!! OF MISSOURI 

are. of remarkable fine color and siz!l, ·and many 
varieties :flourish here so much be.tter than at the 
East, that eastern fruit-growers often fail to recog
n!2e varieties with which they have bad life·long 
acquaintance when llfissom•i calls their attention to 
improved and enlarged editions of the•old·time 
sorts. To loc.ate the most favorable district for 
apple culture would be impossible-as di:flicttlt as 
it would be to locate points where orchardd 
would prove nnproiltable. Those who have .visited 
neru:Iy every part of the State and made extensive 
acquaintance among our fruit-growers say-they 
have yet to learn of a single orchard with even the 
"let·alone" cultivation so common in the West 
which has not been a source of proilt to the owner. 

:But it is as a. grape.growing State that, Mis"sonri 
ran.ks above all others. Other States may compete 
with her in other fruits; but in grape culture she- ill. 
the acknowledged lea.tier, and Missourigrape-groW· 
ers have done more to advance this branch of 
horticulture in the United States than those o:f all 
other States combined. 

Here there are 

SIX NATIVE VARIETIES OF GRAPES, 

and wild. vines having a diallleter of from teu to' 
twelve inches are common. It ls needless to say, that 
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.. where wild vines grow so lnxuriantly, Uie success of 
,cultivated v:trieties is 11s01u·ed. Of 11ew and valuable 
varieties of grapes originating in this count1·y, l\fis
,souri claims more than any other Rtate, and th11t her 
wines are of superior quality the fact that ~ince the 
·beginning of -wine inaking in the· State, Missouri 
wines have received the highest awards at O\'ery 
W'orld's !<'air is sufficient cvidenc.e. 

Perhaps 1-io 1Jetter proof can be given of the gen
eral excellence of Missouri fruits than the fact that 
.at the htKt nwet.ing of the American P01nological 
Society~ in 8epte1nher la.st, ineda.ls \Vere awarded to 
l\Iissouri for the Jicst displays of apples, pears and 
wines, and :1lso one for the best general display of 
:frnitst gaining these honors \vhen in con1petitio11 
with everr St,ate in the Union, represented ,llJ' their 
choicest fruits, nnd at rm exhibition Jteld at Hoches
tel', Nev ... York, wliich ha8 long ~1oen regarded aH the 
very center of the fruit-growing interests of the 
·country. 

The Hka:i;rhor1·y crop i:-: one of p;reat in1po1·tanee. 
"rhe xeoei1)ts a.t Rt Louis fr(nn [b single countyrcaeh 
fully 150,000 gallons anm{a!ly, and they can be grown 
with profit; anywhere in Lhe State. 

Fruit.growing in 1tiiRSOU1.'i ha~ not kept pace with 
ot• s11rea.d ns rapidly a:-1 other industries have, and 
.the production is not now equal to the dem1tnd. 

MARKET GARDENING 
is 11 very important branch of horticulture, and one 
too often overlooked. 

People hear of the extensive grain fields of the 
West-of tire immense 1n·ofits to be derived from 
stock-mising, and, perhaps, of the magnificent op
portunities for fruit culture, and do not think of the 
garden or "truck patch" us a source of wealth; 
while in reality there is, perhapS, no other business 
whii\h can be made more profitable, especially in 
Mi•souri. ·with a soil (•,apitble of producing the very 
largest crops, l\liRROnri buys n10re garden vegetables 
than she sells; simply beMuse the attention of peo
ple has not been sutncientlr called to this bnsine". 

..1Uthough St. T.Jottis prices nre nearlr or quite 
double tl1ose of New York or Philt1delphla, not more 
thad one~third of the yegctables u::'ed in that city ~tre 
raised in the State., In the l'(~.~ion oi St. Lot1is, Kan~ 
sas City, St. Joseph and othm· large town~, inarket 
gardening is in1me1rnely 1n·otitable, and in hundreds 
.of smaller towns throughont the State the prices 
realized for garden vegettthles are enormous. 

'While St. Louis affol'ds am[Jle market for the gar
dens of East Missouri, those of the western part of 
the State find an unlimited demand in supplying the 
almost desert reg-ions of the \Vest and the mines of 
Colorado. 

Fruit Culture. 

:Pruit cii!Lure in Missouri is still in its infancy; yet 
much progress has been ruade . None of the 
cat11logue of fruits adapted to thiH latit,nde fail of 
success in this State. Every owner of a lot of 
ground, in aJ.n10Ht any pnrt of the State can, with a, 
small outlay of money and labor, raise all the fruit 
requirerl for farnily conriun1pUou 1 frmn the r-1traw~ 
berry and early cherry to the late keHping apple; 
and thousands npon thousands of acres conl<l, with 
a reasonable amount of labor, 11ropedy he$towed, 
he converte<l into line fruit gardens nnrl orchm·ds. 

'fhe adaptation aml capacity of ~fissouri to pro
·duce fruit for market 1t11<1 for tr:1nsportation are un
surpassed. The writer has, for near!)' fifty years, 
been engaged in the eultiv11tion of apples for xnar
ket, and can well :>ttest the capacity of this State 
to produ~,e the 1·ery finest apples, in unlimited quan
tities. 

There is no question of. the profit of raising 
apples for market, if a 1n-oper location is selected, 
good vmieties planted, and reasonable care be
stowed on the trees, and on the frnit after it is 
,gathered. , 

ILLUSTRATIONS O.F PROFIT. 
A few illustrations: In 1851, nmety-seven apple 

trees, growing on less than two and a half acres, 
yielded 873 barrels-an average of nine barrels to 
the tree. .. Five hundred barrels of these apples 
were sold in St. Louis~ in one lot, for ·three dollars 
and :fifty cents a barrel. The actual cost of gather
ing, preparing for market anG delivery was seventy
:five cents a ]Jarrel, making a net profit of two dqllars 
and seventv-five ,·,ents a barrel, and a totlll of about 
nine hundrell dollnrs per acre. • 

In 1865 the writer rai~ea apples, a lot of whfoh 
were sold in Louisville, Ky., for eight doll11rs a bar· 
rel. The crop in Missouri was a large one, that 
year, and the average priee was four dollars a 
barrel. 
It is not Ull(~ommon for trees to yield twel.-e and 

thil'teen harrels of good apples, and trees have been 
known to yield fifty barrels in ten years. There 
were individual trees Jn 18Uii whose crops we~e 
worth to the owner ~40. Sndt results cannot alwa.y;; 
be expected, hut they are often attained and,some
times surpassed. 

Pears, peaches and plumbs, strawberries, rasp
berries and other small frnits Jlonrish in Missouri 
and produce abundantly, and etm be raised with 
profit. 

All these can l!e safelr sent hnndreds of miles ti) 
market, and the great netw<)l'k of railroads radiat
ing from St. Louis and pe1·meating the country in 
every direction enables the fruit growers of Mis
souri to sell their iiroducts to the inhabitants of all 
that vast money-making, non-frnit growing, lmt 
fruit consuming country extending westward to the 
Rocky Mountains, and from British America to 
J>fexico, and to find ll l'rolit<>ble market in the States 
north, northwest and northeast of them, even into 
Canada and into Texas and other Southern States. 
And it will be but a few years before the great 
markets of MeXico will be open to them. 
· In no State in the Union, in no part of the world, 
is there a countrv better adapted to fruit culture 
than Missouri. Nowhere else can a larger l)r better 
variety of frnits be produced for home consumption 
or for ~ommercial purposes. 
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Vineyards and Wines. 

There are two classes of grapes which, it is be· 
lieved, will ultimatiily form the basis of the vine
yards of the whole civilized world, whlch are at home 
in Missouri, and of which one, the lEstivalis class, 
attains a perfection here which has astonished the 
connoisseurs of Europe. Thi" class; in one of its 
varietiei:=, the Norton's Yirginia, introduc~d from 
\'irginia, at Hermann, in 1850, has btood the test of 
thirty y1'ars without disease, and is as healthy now 
as whell tirst introduced; the wine of which has 
ac<tuired ,; world·\\·ide reputation as the best medi· 
cal lvine, resembling, and even exceling in its ;tine.::-1t 
grade::;, the n1o:;t reno\vned BurgunUies, 1rhile its 
n1cdkal qualities rank higher thau those of any 
other known variety. '.rile Cynthiana, introduced 
into this State in 18:>8, is of a bimilar character, just 
:rn pro<luetive and healthy, while its wine is much 
more delicate and retined. \nne has . be~n made 
from it which sold at thirly-si." dollars per case, of 
twelve bottles, and the prize was awarded to it al 
the Vienna exhiiJition, as the best red 'vine of all na
tions. The X eo;lw, taken from the "·oods in South· 
west }t[is~onri, ma1..:e~ a fine sherry, is productile 
and a sure crop every year, while ;everal wild 
grapes grown at Neosho give the highest promise 
of wines e<1ual to any of these. _\11 of these belong 
to the .LEstivalis or summer grape class, !Lre phyllox
era proof, a" far as known, and at home in this soil. 
t\eveml seedlings of the xorton show a high degree 
of excellence-t11e Hermann makes a tine pale 
:-iherry, and a see<J.lillg gr~nyn fro1n it ng.ain, the 
·white Hermann, golden yellow in color, and ex· 
ceedingly iiroductive, promises to make the Jinest 
white wine. These are the varieties which are 
reliable, healthy and h.ardy; and upon the :Northern 
.LEstivalis, the Norton, Cynthlana, and others of the 
same class, may be safely based the future produc-. 
tion of as :tine clarets, Burgundies and sherries' as 
.any eountry can in·oduce, while they will yield a 
moderate, paying crop every year. If the wines of 
the Xorton and Cynthiana have gained ulready su<'h 
a reputation in the past; if they hm·e lived and 
:flourished throngh all the depression and reverses, 
never failing of a crop, and although cultivated and 
tried in nearly all grape-growing States, yielding 
by far their best prod nets only on l\lissouri soil; 
if thev have done this with the imperfect treatment 
they ;eceived, is the belief not justified that they 
will do still better in the futnre, under more rational 
treatment, and that they are destined to become 
the future staple rnd wines of the world? The best , 
_grape-b~O'\.vers in Missouri haxe an abiding faith in. ' 
them, and this belief is fast gaining ground over 
the whole country. 1Vhi!e the eastern grape re· 
gions, and et:-pecially California, nrn.y excel in the 
<tu_antity of wllHe winer;, no State, so far as tried, 
can riT"al M.is15ouri in the 

1'Il0ffl:CTION 01'' WINES; 
and they should he looked to especially, if :Missouri 
wines are to become as famous as they ought to be, 
and will be yet, before the generation of veterans 
who initiated thl'ir eulture, and predicted their 
success, will be gathered to their fathers. 

But while the lEstivalis class is destined to fur
nish the red wines and the sherries of the futul'e, 
still another elass remains, the Ripara or river· 
grape, whieh will fnrnish hoeks and \vhite wines, 
and will also yield the choicest table and market 
grapes. One of its varieties, the Taylor or Bullitt, 
has been cultivated for over twenty years in this 
State, and is known to produce a very fine white 
wine, resembling choice hock. But while the 
quality of its '\Vine ·waB unquestioned, it proved an 
uncertain bearer, and the berries were too small. 
Severai grape~gro-wers conceh~ed the idea. to grow 
seedlings from ·the Taylor, which ""ould have the 
high quality of the r1arent, but a larger bunch and 
berry being more uniformly productive. The :first 
seedling of any note produced, \vas the already 
'\vell 1:uo\V11 and f:unous Elvira, tested ntTW for over· 
ten :real"ti, and whic.h ha,s readily increased in size of 
bunch and berry; a t!hort jointed, stocky grower, 
productive to a fault, and very vigorous, withstand
ing even the iuoBt severe winters 'Without injw·y to 
a. 8ingle bud~ and nut.king a beautiful \vhite wine 
r~semblingJ in _colo:· and Jl.avor, the celebrated Heis
llng of the· Rinne; it has but one fault, the bunche" 
are too compact, while the skin of the berry is very 
tender; and if, aftel· a protrncted dronth in summer, 
a rainy time sets in in falJ > swelling the berries 
suddenly, they are liable to crowcl each otlier and 
crack. But the J::l\'ira was but the :first of its many 
sisters which ga"Ve promise of a higher degree of 
exeellence ,·dthout its faults. l<...,ore1nost an1ong 
these is the .\mber, which makes a larger bunch 
and more loose than the Elviru 1 r:ontains more 
sngar, and whir,h on account of its handsome color, 
hetter currying qualities, and its delicious fl.avor, 
will also be a very attractive table and market fruit, 
while it must make a wine of still higher quality. 
The Pearl is another Taylor seedling which promises 
to be highly valuable. .\medium-sized bunch and 
herr>, golden yellow in color, of ;-ery high quality, 
and <·.ontaining a great deal of sugar, it cannot fail 
tO make a tirst-class wine, \\'hile the vine is the 
heau ideal. of a grape Yine, Yigorous, but short 
jointed and stocky; large, healthy lem·es, and very 
productin1. There are a number of other Taylor 
seedlings-white, hlack and red-which make a 
wine of Yery high character; some equal to the 
choicest hocks, and which may safely be brought in 
competition with the"hest Jolrnnnfaherg and Deid'es
heirn Riessling. But the highest hopes are now 
entered in a seedling of Elvira, which has as yet 
:fruited bnt once, but whieh seems as near 
perfection as a grape can be, with a pure ·and 
delightful flavor, golden yellow color, and the 
vine, in healtl; and vigor, all that could be 
desired. 

This class is also phylloxera-proof, and as all of 
them grow >·ery readily from nuttings, they are very 
ea>ily propagated, and mlllions of cuttings have 
already been shipped to l<'rance, and e;-en California . 
of the Taylor and J<:Jvi0ra--the only ones aceessibl~ 
in quantity-to serye as stocks to graft their\"inifera 
upon, as well as t.o test their wine-making qualities. 
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They are all exceedingly hardy, withstanding the 
severest winters without injury, and very little, if 
.any, subject to rot. 

T.HE PROSPECTS OF THE VIN~-GROWER. 

While, therefore, the prospects of Missouri grape· 
growers rest upon a surer basis than ever before, 
while the Americangra11e-grower feels assured of a 
grand success, the prospects of }'ranee, Germany
in short, all the grape-growing districts of Europe
are darkening; and even California begins to feel 
'the ravages of that insidious enemy, the phylloxera. 
All must look to this State eventually for relief, in 
tile ghape of cuttings and plants of ou~ phylloxera
proof varieties. There were not cuttings enough of 
''l'aylor and Blvira in the State last year to meet the 
·demand from abroad, and the sale of them, of the 
trimmings of the vineyards, will form a considerable 
sou1·c.e of revenue ·to the ''inters of Missouri. The 
product of :!!'ranee, owing to the ravages of the 
phyllo1>:era, has decreased to an alarming extent, 
while California wines are shipped over there in 
large quantities, to be transformed into }'rench 
Medocs and other white wines, and then he shipped 
here to America to be sold to the credulous public 
as choice l<'rcnch wines. Can such folly not be es
stopped? 

Invite the gmpe-growers of Europe to leave their 
·devastated and uncertain vineyards; to bring their 
. skill and industry here, and then supply the demand 

which the failing vineyards are sure to create. 
There are millions upon millions of acres in this 
State which can produce the wines. But other 
elements are wanted than we have had so far, and 
vintners· must go to work in a different manner. 
Men who are willing to· work and wait a fewyears 
for the results of their labor are wa1'.ted; men who 
have sense, skill and industry enough to proJit by 
the experience of those who have worked before 
tham; who can adapt themselves to the different 
requirements of this soil and climate-in short, 

. thinking, intelligent labor. 
Especially are needed men who are skillfui in 

wine-making, who know what they are about, and 
who e:iqiect and make a good marketable wine with 
as much miithematical certainty of the result as if 
they already saw and tasted it; who trust nothing 
to guess-work, but all to science and knowledge; 
and lastly, good.cellar managers, such as they have 
in the best establishments in Europe, who under
stand the cutting, mixing and blending of different 
kinds of grapes and wines, and who will give to the 

· public a uniform, good and drinkable wine, instead 
of the nauseous stuff which has so often disgraced· 
the name of American wine, and which has preju
diced the public against its nse. 

The material is here to-day to compete with 
France and Burgundy in their choicest red wines, 
and with the Rhine and Moselle in their best 
hocks . 

Grasses and Pasturage. 

lt has been shown that Missouri occupies a central 
·position in the fertile valley of the great river, and 
its physical description, its climatology aud agricul
tural capabilities, have been ably and fully set forth. 
"This will prove withoii.t further assertion that Mis
souri is the native home, and is capable of becoming 
the cherishing foster-mother of a vast variety of the 

,great ·number of species of the grasses that are ca· 
pable of ilourishing' in this genial and temperate 
latitude. There are few or no grasses that are pe· 
culiar to :Missouri; and, fortunately so, for were it 

··otherwise, it would argue some peculiarity in the 
soil or climate that would, perhaps, unfit them for 
many varieties of thi13 great and almost univers:Uly 
·diffused family of plants. There is no permanent 
. advantage in being adapted to peculiar crops any 
more than in being a peculiar people. The great 
blessings of life are universal and widespread. lt 
results that all the valuable members of this greitt 

' ancl beneficial family of plants are adapted to and 
capable of being introduced aud cultivate.a in this 
State. it has been said that the countrv which has 
a limestone soil has blue grass, and the land that has 
the basis of all agricultural prosperity. The soil 
and climate make this State the natural home of 
this sweet and nutritious grass; so much so that it 
is only necessary to take off the shade and keep off 
the stock for awhile to have it spring up spontane
.onsly, as is abundantly proven by very .many in

.. stances, of which numerous examples could be 
•Cited. 

It is said that "fine feathers make fine birds," 
and that a liberal dispensation from a well :filled · 
corn-crib 'makes fine stock; and there is no doubt 
that to her blue grass pastures 'Kentucky is indebted 
for her pre-eminence in the proauction ef 1ine 
horses and cattle. And in this State manv havie 
fully demonstrated how kindly this inv~luable 
grass takes to the soil, furnishing, when not grazed· 
during summer, the most llLnlriant winter pasture 
age, and productive here, as in Kentucky, of the 
same high·priced, because high-fed animals. In 
this connection, it may be of interest to note that 
Kentucky blue grass (so called) is not there native 
and "to the manor born," but is an adopted child, 
being the English spear grass, the New England 
,June grass, meadow grass, or, in botanical J.a,n • 
b'"11age1 poa pra.tensis. 

OTHER VALUABLE GRASSES. 

Among the grasses, even this valuable species is 
entitled to no special pre-eminence. Other varie
ties of graminere are fully.its equals, and in some 
respects its superiors. Orchnrd grass has longer 
and more numerous roots, forms a heavier sod, 
stands drouth better, grows faster after being 
grazed, and gives a more continuous· pasture; 
besides being capable, like ·many other ot the. 
grasses, of being cut for hay. With beasts as weiJ 
as men, "variety is the spice of life." As the bee 
roams from fiower to fiower, so those who observe 
the habits of animals closely will see that they seek: 
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variety in their food, and this 13hould teach, if noth · 
ing else did, to sow a variety of grasses, to secure a 
constant and regular supply of food for stock, the 
importan<ie and necessity for which L~ well hinted 
at hv the inferred desolate oondition of those who 
are uught between "hay and grass." !\lany of the 
indigenous wild grasses are worthy of study and 
preservation. Blue grass, orchard grass, timothy 
and red top are but a tithe of the fo1·age plants 
worthy of being introduced and cnltinlted for hay 
aml 1>a-sturage. 

'rhe clovers, lueernes and lupines which, besides 
their own enormon> yield of herbage are also of 
exceeding value as renovatil1g crops, especially 
deseITe attention and introduction when lands 
have been "corned" to death or blighted by too 
nutny sucee8sive wheat crops~ Iu. England each 
acre in tiliage is given the manure produced from 
three acres of gra~.".'~ It 111ay lJe. said that. no manure 
ls so el!eap <!r abundant or ~o easily and evenlr 
ap11Ued as clover. It draws from the air and the 
douds, and yields to the soil its accu111ulated bene
:llt:;. 1t is easier and cheaper to lJring worn out 
lands back into good heart by means of clover than 
it i~ to clear new and fresh timber lands of roots and 
StU.lUii'f:l. 

Fo1· soiling 1"')urposes it could lw.ve bee11 eut nvice 
a month, from tlle Wth of c\pril lo the 1.)fa of Octo
ber. In Gerluany it has long been used for soiling 
ho_gi:-; red clover, though of great Yalue, is .a Li~ 
ennial plant, i.. -e., rea(~hing n1aturity in 'hY-o years; 
and if allrnved to stand long~r Ute land is npt to 
b<:t;ome ~·elover sick/' a:s far1ners eall it. Bnt 
.alfalfa is one of the 1uost perman.ent of forage 
plants) Bo n1ueh so that it n1ay be E'.aid to be per
ennial. Its roots are of the elass known as tap 
roots and go to l'ermanern:: n1oi~ture: often reu.chiJ:ig 
& of :fro1n tvn~lve to nventy feet.. It therefore 
pays or no attention to drouth, and a farmer 

having it is assured of a hay crop whether l'•\ins 
oc<mr seasonably or not, as was well illustrated 
here last season (1879), timothy proYing a failure, 
but alfalfa yielding its usual crops. As in Europe 
so in older portions of this c-0untry, grasg ls the 
most permanent and valuable crop, and lands iu 
grass hear the highest prices. There are meadows 
in the \·alley of the Connecticut, iii which no plow 
has turned a furro\V for eighty years, that yield four 
tons of hay per acre and bear a value of $175 to $250 
per acre. They are enriched by the sediment of 
annual overftows. 

STOCK-GROWING CAP.A.CITY. 

The capahllities of portions of Missouri for stock 
growing are very little known or appreciated. 

>Yith.in a day•s horsehack ride of the city of St. 
Louis there begins a range for st<wk unsurpassed~ 
at least :for quality; a region wen watered, well tim
bered and shuded, clothed with nutritious grasses, 
where cattle can be herded and driven, gradually, 
southwai'tl to winter in the cane-llmkes of .Arkansas, 
an<l in spring to return upon .the gro'is111g grass 
till they are withili one day's jonrncr of their mar
ket; or where shelter can be easily and cheaply 
supplied, and crops, raised in the valle:rs, cheaply 
bought for feeding cattle during the winter, if that 
should be desired; where supplies are quickly nnd 
r·heuply reached;. ·where there is no tri-angular fight 
between settlers and eattle and sheep men; where.,, 
herders would be welcomed as buyers of st.ock ·imd 
crops, imd where their earl;;· lamlJB and calves could 
l>e cheaply mid quickly marketed. 'l'he ancients had 
a saying thut the land which prrnlueed corn, wine 
and oil wa,; a formnute land; but in view of the 
changes in the times and seasoru;, imd human re· 
quircments, should that laud not be considered most 
:fortunate that produces the most and best gras.ses?c 

Stock Raising. 

Without disparaging or l.mderatiug other States, 
it can be truthfully o:tltl that for stock-raising, ::lfo;
souri possess~s unsuriu1 .. -<sed advantages, and the 
iolfowing arguments will •npJlftrt the assertion: 

l,,;t-lto C6lltl'al loration. ::!nd-Its UlltlUl'paS'l'd fa· 
eillties for ~hipping e;·err kind of stock, !Joth by 
water and rail, in -eYery direction. :ld-Thc surface, 
the soil imd the dinmte of the State are such as to 
he e.ondn<·h·e to the health of all kinds of stoek. 
Contagious disease 1 li-lO t•on1n1011in. many l"'arts of the 
world, do not infect tile 1locki; imd herd,; of '.\Iiosouri, 
ex:c-ept the S1)~<'.alled •~ swint.~ diisea.i.o:e: ~' and that is 
fi.rst ("~tused~ in n1ct:st~ if not in e,itn"y 1nii'tall{':.e1 by 
~humeful neglect. And 4th-The cheapneBs and 
iertiiity of the lands make the co~t ot raising all 
kinds. of st(){·k rmd fitting them for ma.rket less than 
ll.UY'''here e!~o in the l.'nited States. 

Long e:q>erieuce, liUd careful esUmateB . of the 
N:IBt of Iim<i, tl111 amount and r<)St of :forage neces
..ary tQ raise lln<i f1ttteu the dilferent kinds of stoek 
for m11rket ;in>tify the p<Jsitive asBertion that 

horses, cattle and hog.- <"an be rai;etl and fattened 
:for one-half of what it costs to do the same in the 
eastern and middle States, while sheep can be 
raised :f.or one-third. .\nd tlle :live trunk lines of 
railroads from St. Louis, running direct to the scn,c 
board, delh·er ::IIissouri stock on the Atlanti<l 
c.oa~t utan ax·erage of 8 ver <.·ent. on their ma1·ket 
y-alne. 

j:'ndulating lanil. is the coveted home few sto<'k. 
They will not do as well on low, level lands. Illinois 
is generally too_ level, and;, better adal'ted for a 
grain State. 

In :M1ssonri there are hillB, rough as the highlands 
of Scotland; extensive valleys, fertile as the Nile, 
and prairies interspersed \\ith lieantiful groves of 
iiml>er. 

GRA88 THE BASIS 0>' A(§RICULTURE. 

It llas been truly said that "grass lays the ioun
dution for all sue.cessful agriculture," and where 
'"':an hP 'found a c-onutr)"\\~hc:re all the gl'.asses, 1nl.ited 



HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 25 

to the•temperate zone, find a more congenial home 
than in the soil of Missouri? Everywhere grass 
grows luxuriantly, and until recently, nature hav
ing provided the wild grasses so bountifully, the 
cultivated grasses have been µeglected. Yet, ev~y 
practical man, who has sown plenty of seed, 
suited to the different kinds ot soil, has met 
with marked success. .And red clover, that great 
renovator of impove1·islled lands, grows wherever 
it is sown. 

A field, thirty miles west of St. Louis, lll'Oduced a 
crop of wheat for thirty-live sncccssivEj yea.l's with· 
out any fe1·tilizcrs; and the thirty-Jlfth year it yielded 
twenty-:ftve bushels 1161' acre. lted clover was then 
sown on the field, und the crop of clover was excel·. 
lent. 

.Men who wish to rnh1e stock are by some advised 
to go furthet' West and engage in the business on a 
large scale; bnt they shonld remember that the best 

parts of the range are occupied aud fenced in, while 
at the best it is a hazardous business. One summer 
of extr~e drouth, or a winter of unusual severity, 
may blast all their hopes. Not so with Missouri. It 
is bounded and traversed by mighty rivers and their 
tributaries; it is not subject to the terrible droutils 
which occur on the western plains; and should a 
severe winter come, there is always a plenty of 
cheap forage in this great grain-producing State. 

Those wishing a beautiful home aud stock farm 
combined, a.re advised to come to Missouri. If 
they have the means and wish to raise cattle, 
horses and hogs, on a large scale, they may settl.e 
wherever it suits them, north of the Missouri River, 
or south of that river, west of Jefferson City. If 
their means are limited> let them go south of the 
Missouri and east of Jefferson City. There they 
can get cheaper lands, and make a specialty of 
sheep-raising. 

Dairying . 
• 

In Missouri will he found, united in gi·eater per
fection than in any other State, all the element'S that 
go to .make t.lle business of dairying profitable. 

No1't11Missourl i~ washed by innumerable rivulets, 
creeks and smaii i·ivers, with i·11pid cuiTents, whose 
·tlOUl'Se is, in North,vest Missouri generally, south· 
ward into the l\lissonri Rivel', and in Northeast lllis· 
Honri southeastwardly into the Mississippi. The 
timber and prairie laml8 are in about .equal quanti
ties. This whole country is undulating, and the soil 
of extraordinary fertility, from three to eight feet 
<leep and inexhaustible, lll'Odudng natnmlly most 
nutritious wild grasses, nnd the 1!11est quality of 
blue grass, all(l, with cultiv;ttion, all other grasses 
and every f;mn 11rodnct, in quantity and quality, un
equaled by any country in the 'vorlcl. The stt·eams 
never go dry. 'I'hc· winte1·s are short. Snow rarely 
-cove1'S the ground for one continuous w~ek amJll the 
climate is healthy for man and beast-unusnally so 
fo1· cattle-and pleasant at all seasons of the year. 

MILK, BUTTER AND CHEESE, 
c.an, as a consequence, be produced cheaper, and 
with less labor, in Missouri than, perhaps, any
where else. · 'l'he facilities for ·transportation are 
unsurpassed. Besides the l\Iissouri River, running 
tile entire length of the western and southern boun
dary of North Jlfissomi, and the Mississippi wash
ing its entire eastern borde1", there are railroads in 
every one but two of the :forty-four counties of this 
division of the State. 

What has been said of North Missouri, is applicable 
to the greater part of that portion of the State lying 

south of ·the Missouri River. ·But much 9f this sec
tion of the State is quite broken, and the exteusive 
Ozark formation may be called mountainous. It is 
generally mill'6 thinly settled, and much of it is one 
of the :finest pastoral regions on the globe. In some · 
respects lt is better adapted to successful dairying. 
The st1·eams are more numerous, and the water in 
the so-called mountainous reg~ons cooler and more 
unfailing, and the remarkahle s1>rings of Pulaski, 
Newton, Franklin and othe1· counties furnish a won
derful supply of cold water, of uniform temperature 
throughout the yea1·. The weather in mid-summe1· 
is, perhaps, hotter, but it is dryer, and the atmos
pheric inl!uence on the keeping of milk i; better, 
But it is in the capacity forwinterdairying that Mis· 
souri-especially South Missouri-excels. Cattle 
uniformly gi'tlze until Christmas, and the young and 
tender (p.'Op of nutritious, milk-producing grass that 
springs undemeath and ij!. protected by the blue 
grass, if permitted to grow unfed in the fall, a,ffords 
excellent winter iiasture. 

The success o'f dairying in llfiseourl has be~n fallv 
tested. Natural y~low butter of the very best quai
lty is made throughout the year. .A prominent and 
intelligent butter dealer and dairyman, who has had 
:ftftee» years' experience in New York and twenty 
years in Missouri, expresses the decided opin.1011 that 
this as a dairy countt'Y surpasses that of New York; 
&hlo or Wisconsin. He thinks the· climate more fa. 
vorable, the gra.Sses better aud the easy butter-mak
ing period much longer, while the suppo1·t of stock 
e.:>sts much less. 
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Wool Growing. 

All a State for successful wool·growing Missouri 
needs no long array of :line spun arguments draWn. 
from the fertile imaginations of th~orists. The 
business has unobtrusively interwoven itself into 
the growth and progress of the State to such an 
extent that its general history could not be per
fectly written 'without recording the growth and 
p°rogress of wool-growing and wool-manufacturing 
within her borders. 

Diseases have not prevailed to any disastrous 
extent in any section, and sheep within the borders 
of Missouri are remarkably healthy. No State in 
the Union is more fortunate in its adaptability to all 
lctnds and breeds of sheep. 

'\large majority of l\Iissouri farms ai·e of rolling 
and nndulati11g surface; the soil ·-being rich and 
prodn\:ltive, both in grains and grasses, making 
them peculia-.:iy ·adapted to the business; and no 
agricultural pursuit, as such, or which may include 
with it the keeping of any or· all other kinds of 
stock, ·has been so profitable in the last ten years as 
has sheep farming properly managed and persist
entl:ir adhered to. 

On the ranch system, chie:tly in the counties of 
Southern Missouri, sheep raising has proved very 
remunerative, and there has been a greater or more 
certain increase, from -the fact that the storms are 
less frequent 'and less destructi;-e than in most 
other pastoral regions. The protection alforded by 
the mountains or high ridges and hills, on which. 
are generally more or less timber, goes far to give 
stal'illty and to ass~ profits to the business. 

PROTECTION TO FLOCKS. 

TlXlre are single :11.ocks of \housands, and there is 
no instance in this period of destruction, or even 
very serious dam.age by storms, which have proved 
so fatal in other sheep-growing regions. Their 
security is not only assured in this way, but also by 
&rtllicial shelter and protection, which may be 
iecured cheaply by lumber from her own timber, 
&bundant in the regions of the State that are so 
well adapted to a sheep pastoral pursuit. Grain" 
and hay maybe prmided.in all parts of the State 
for an extended or extraordinary winter. 

Com can be obtained in the pastoral. regions of 
Missouri for less than twenty-five oents per bushel. 

The sheep do not have to travel miles for their 
daily supply of water; but springs and streams of 
pure running water are numerous and· abundant. 

Another prominent and advantageous feature is 
the a:mount of grass which is gr~wing among the 
timber, in the valleys, on the slopes, and on the high 
hills or mountainous regions of Southern Missouri. 
These grasses. are not so tall and coarse as to fte 
unhealthy for sheei1, but they are the :fi11er grasses, 
growing 11pon lands that are naturally well, drained. 
The climate is mild in will.tar, especially in the 
Muth half of the State. Snows are not frequent;, 
nor do they lie npon the ground long enough to 
prevent sheep from having a. living on the blue grass 
pastures, which exist, ormayeasilybe secured, in 
all sections of this St.ate. 

Blue grass is indigenous iu l\Iissouri. 'Vhen the 
timber is removed it springs up spontaneously on 
the land, and, when the prairie is reclaimed; it soon. 
takes possessi()n and supercedes all other grasses •. 
This famous grass is the foundation on which the 
lriighty stock industry of Kentucky has been built, 
~d has givpn a world-renowned reputation to its 
:fine blood horses, cattle and sheep. The combing
wool sheep and the ftne mutton: breeds have ob
tained a national reputation for wool and mutton in 
that State, and their usefulness has but begun. 
What blue grass has done for Kentucky, it is now· 
doing for l\lissouri. An acre of this g·rass is worth 
an acre of com. This ~eems a strong assertion, but, 
for keeping sheep and growing wool, an acre of it is· 
certainly worth as much as an acre of corn in the 

• State of Missouri, as is well established by re1leated 
. experiments in this State. 

CHE.AP LANDS EASILY SEtlURED. 

There are teus -0f thousands of acres of lands a&
well set in blue grass a$ those on which these car<J
:ful experiments have been made, and capable of· 
being handled in the same way by sheepmen, which. 
can be bought now at from ten to twenty-:tlve dol" 
Jars per .acre, and hundreds of thousands of acres: 
upon which blue grass is fast taking hold, and which 
will eventually be as good, if depastured by sheep, 
that can be bought for less than fi;-e dollars per· 
acre. Facts concerning the value and capabilities 
of blue grass lands, warrant the assertion that ten. 
·thousand a.cres of these cheap lands, ma.naglld as· a 
pastoral sheep ran.eh, and. when fully aet in ·blue 
grass, will keep more sheep and produce more wool 
than any ten-thousand-acre sheep ranch in the. 
world. 

This State is suitable for all kinds of sheep, either· 
. for wool or :mutton, and in either will excel: Mis
souri is now producing a superior quality of low 
grade wool :from her. common sheep, which has 
been largely consumed in the State, and a consider
abl~ surplus sent abroad for sale. Her best 
woo'"'J.s have superior qualities acknowledged by 
manu:facturers on account of :fine' texture, elas
ticity, evenness of growth and strength of· 
fibre. 

.A.t the National Centennial Exhibition, in. 1876, 
some thoroughbred American Merino sheep, bred 
and 'raised in this State, were awarded a diploma 
and medal as being equal, at least, With those of· 
any other State. So, also, an exhibit of some 1leeces 
and samples of wool from these same sheep, at the· 
Pltris Exhib~tion Univer8elle, in 1878, Wll-S awarded 
a. diploma and silver medal, and these awards were· 
given to sheep, and. wool grown upon sheep, bred. 
on Missouri soiL 

CHOICE OF LOCATION. 

The rich and .:finely cultivated higher • priced· 
lands in all parts of tlie State are well adapted to 
the thoroughbred :tlocks of a.11 varieties.for the pur-
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pose of breeding. Nowhere will the nnimals of a 
. given breed attain larger size or more fully develop 
the animal or mutton qnalities tlum in this State. 
lier thoroughbi·ed sheep will. rttnk with nny in the 
United States, or in tl1e world, and her com and 
fine blue grass will produce the best heavy mutton 
and lustre combing wool. 

But the great opcu domain of Missouri-the coun
ties south of .the Missouri River-is that which will 

interest wool-growers who handle sheep on the pa•· . 
toralplan. 
' Her.e large tra11ts of land may be acquired for not 
over fi1•e dollars per acre, admiral>ly ndapted to this 
industry, on which whole communities of wool· 
growers may settle with their families, and enjoy 
the benefits of advanced civilization; without ex
posure to the hardships, privations and dangers of 
border life. 

Minere.ls and Mining. 

lrori and coal, while the le1tding, are not by any 
means the onlv articles of Missouri's mineral 
wealth. J ... ead, zinc, copper, i1ickel, silve1· and other 
metals, as well as her stones, clnys, sands, and other 
mineral mnterials, used in the al'ts and manufac
tures, ltl"Cl among her llrOminent rCSOUl"('.08. 

OOAL. 

'l'he i\fiSSOUl"i C.OlLl fields underlie Ull area Of about 
26,000 squure miles. 'l'he southern outcrop of the 
coal measures has bee~1 traced from the mouth of 
t;he Dos Moines through the counties oi Clark, 
Lewis, Shelby, Monroe, Audrain, Boone, Cooper, 
P"ttis, Henry, St. Clair, Bates, Vernon aml Jila.rton, 
into the Indian '.rerritori', and eve1·y. county north· 
west o! this line is known to contain more or leas 
coal. Outside of the coii.l. tlelds giV'Cn above, coal 
r<wks also exist in Ralls, Montgomery, Warren, St. 
Olmrles, Callaway and S~. Louis Counties, 1md local 
or outlying deposits of bituminous and cannel coal 
al'e found in.J\lonite1tu, Cole, Morgan, Orawfo1·d, 
Lincoln imd CnllawayOounties. 

The exposed coal in . l\1issouri includes up
per, niiddle and lower ooal measures. '£he 
upper coal measures contain about four feet of con!, 
ln two seams of about one foot each, -and other thin 
Sli!ams and streiiks. The arga of their exposure is 
about 8,400 square miles 

The middle cd!Ll measures contain. about seven 
feet of coal, including two workable seams, twenty· 
one and twenty-four inches thick, respectively, and 
one of one foot, which is 'ivorked under favorable 
circumstances, and six thin seams. The exposure of 
the middle measures covers an area of ,over 2,000 

square miles. 
The lower measures cover an area of about 15,000 

sqll,are miles and have five workable seams vary· 
ing in thickness from . eighteen inches to four 
and a half ieet, and thin seams of six to eleven 
inches. 

Estimates have been made as to the amount of 
coal in these deposits ; but it is quite unnecessary to 
give them in this connection, asthereadercanrend-· 
ily see that the supply is more than ample for the 
use of many generations to come. 

The co!ll mines of l\!issonri are usually easily 
worked, and require no deep shafts or expensive 
1nachinery ior hoisting or, drainage. They under··. 
lie the greater portion of the finest agricultural 
sections, not only of the State, but of as productive 

ii region as is. on the continent. Coal of good quali
ty can be purchased at the mines so cheaply, that · 
even where farmers have timber in abund
ance, near at hand, they prefer to burn coal rath· 
er than cut and haul wood a short distnuce. 
The coal area covers considerably more than one
half of the State, and active and systematic mining 

· has opened the beds in more th:m a thou•and 
places along the rnilroads nnd near the towns. 
'.!'here need 11c1•er )Je any fear of a scarcity of full! 
in Missouri, and the condition of the farme1· here 
may in this respect be consider11d blessed far abo1·e 
that of those locatlld in many portions of the North· 
west and farther ·west, where buffalo chips, corn
stalks and twisted hay are nll they can afford to 
temper the cold of more rigorous winters than we 
evor experience here. 

IRON. 

The fume of the Iron deposits of Missouri is too 
well established to require more than a comment 
upon the bearing this most important metal is 
destined to have in inJluencing the future prosperity 
of the State. A distinguished mining engilteer, 
after giving a detailed account of the mines which 
have been examined, sums np by saying: "They have 
enough ore in J.!issouri to mn one hundred furnaces 
for one thousand years. More could not be desired, 
without the appearance of too much solicitude for 
posterity, who would be too far removed to appre
ciate our good wishes." Iron Monntain, Pilot Knob, 
Shepherd Mountain, Sillllllons' Mountnin, and 
thousands of other deposits of lesser distinction, 
will glut the forges for all. time to come of a district 
yet destined to be one of tlie gr;i.ndestworkshops of 
the world. Concentrated in a limited. aren; sllr
rounded on aU sides by the grandest agricultw:aJ · 
district of the. globe; with unlimited supplies 'of 
con.I; with timber and water-power unsurplt.ssed 
upon the continent; with a genial climate nnd heal
thy homes for the operatives,nnd their food cheaply 
produ!led, almost nt their doors; with the world for 
:t market, and trans1iortation facilities for reaching 
its most diotant point, it is not difficult to see a 
prosperous future for a sec.tion so happily situated 
nnd so richly endowed. 
· The manufacture of iron, and the industries 
growl.ng out of it, are now in the State second only 
in importance to that of agriculture; and yet these 
industries are only in their infancy. Hundreds of 
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.thousands of tons of our ore are shipped out of the 
State annuaily, mostly to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
to be converted into steel and metaJ.ic iron, and 
much of it returned into and across the State. in 
rails and bars and manufactured articles, simply 
because our mills and manufacturers are unable to 
.supply the demand. . 

Opportunities for the profitable ·investment ·Of 
capital exist in hundreds of industries, ranging 
from the conversion of the ores into iron and steel 
to the manufacture of these materials into their 
most valuable forms. St. Louis, now the third 
manufacturing city in the Union, and other well 
located cities and towns throughout the State, are 
only just beginning to develop the possibilities of 
their importance as manufacturing centers, and as 
they increase the ~aJ.ue of the agricultural· lands 
will be wonderfully enhanced. 

LEAD. 

Next to iron t:Pe most important metal of Missouri 
is lead. Lead mining kas been carried on here for 
:inore than one hundred years, and the Arst dis· 
eoveries of lead were ma.de as early a. 1720. Up to 
the present time new discoveries have been fre. 
quent, and it is now conceded that there is probably 
no country on the globe so rich in lead deposits as 
l:Ussouri. The mineral occurs in lodes, veins and 
disseminations which are yet only partially deter
mined, but enough knowledge of the extent, depth 
and thickness of deposits has been acquired to show 
that their range and richness. exceed any other 
known lead-bearing region in the world. 

There are several lead districts in the State, all 
south of the Missouri River, wl;lere the magneslan 
limestone rock-the great lead-bearing rock of the 
world-exists. The lead is not, however, strictly 
co:a:Bned to this rock, but is also found in a dis
seminated form in ferruginous clays, slates .and in 
gravel beds, or in cherty masses in the clays asso- -
ciated with the same. As this lead dissemination 

• is the only one known to exist, the following expla
nation of the supposed manner in which it occurred 
ta.ken from a paper prepared by R. O. Thompson, 
M. E., of St. Louis, will be pertinent and interesting: 

"The .Azoic rocks in this region, when the great 
l!lllurian system began to be formed, were so many 
islands, their heads only elevated above the vast 
sediiilentary sea. The bed upon which the lime· 
stones and sandstones were deposited consisted of 
the weatherings of the .A.zoic focks, which naturally 
sought the valleys and became a base for the sedi· 
mentary rock. This boundless sea held in solution. 
lime, :magnesia, alumina, manganese, lead, cop
per, cobalt; nickel, iron and other mineral sub· 
stances. In this chemical .condition gasses were 
evol?ed and the work of formation· commenced. 
The two gasses forming the great creative power, 
and aiding solidi:fication, were carbonic acid and 
sulphnreted hydrogen; the former seeking ·its 
affinity in .. lime and forming limestone; the 
sl!llphnr in the· latter naturally -eOmhlning with 
Ille other metals, forming sulphates, or aulphurets.. 
The work of depoi;ition and solidification being in 
hiui:nony, it is easy to Understand how these miner· 
als exist in a disse!llin.ated eonditionin tb.ese rocks. 
The sl..tes .that we find so rich in Galena.; presenting 
the m,rtlld iorms of linaula. must alw have been 

formed in the Silurian .Age. '.rhe distribution among-· 
the magnesiau limestones of these decomposing 
slates can be most easily accounted for. The de· 
composed feld-spar produced by the weathering of 
the porphyry became in its change a silicate of 
alumina, anq the sulphur, combining with the lead, 
disseminated the same in the slate as readily as ht 
the limestone." 

THE SOUTHEASTERN LEA.D DISTRICT 

embraces all or parts of Jefferson, Washington.,. 
Fra:iikl.in, Crawford, Iron, St. Francois, St. Gene· 
vieve, Madison, Wayne, Reynolds and Carter Conn· 
ties, with some mines in the western portion of Oa.pe
Girardean County. Mining has been longest carried. 
on in this district, and the aggregate of the produc· 
tion has been very great. But, with the exception of a 
few mines, the work has been chie1l.y surface mining,. 
often earned on by farmers, dui·ing the winter sea· 
son, and the great deposits, which require capital to· 
develop, may be said to have, as yet, been scarcely 
touched. This surface mining has often been so 
verypro:flta.ble that mining lands acquired a great 
speculative value-too great for their purchase for· 
agriculture-and this has rather retarded tl:ie devel· 
opment of this region than otherwise. Wifih the 
low price of lead which has prevailed for the past 
three or four years, the lands have again fallen, and· 
the farmer can now bny them below their agricul
tural value, and, as has often been done, sometimes 
buy with them a fortune in an u2disoovered mine • 

. The central lead district comprises, as far as 
lmown, the counties of Cole, Cooper, :Moniteau, 
:Uorgan, Miller,.Benton, Maries, Camden and Osage. 
:Much of the mining done here, again, has been near 
the surface, . the lead· :first being found in clays, in 
caves, and in ma.Sses in clay- but a few inches below 
the surface. Shafts, however, sunk in the magne
siali limestone, :find rich deposits in lodes and 
pockets. 

The southern lead district comprises the counties 
of l'ulaski, Laclede, Texas, Wright, Webster, Doug· 
lass, Ozark and Christian. It has been but llttle
developed, but it is generally thought that it will 
prove a. profitable :tl.eld for miners when railways 
make lt more easily aecessTule. • 

The west.em lead district ambraces Hickory, Dal· 
las, Polk, St. Clair, Cedar and Dade Counties. Some• 
rich deposits have been found in this district, espe· 
cially in Hickorr Countv. 

The southwestern lead district comprises Jas •. 
per, Newton, Lawrence, Stone, ·Barry and l\Ic·· 
Donald. Here very extensive mining has been 
done, more especia.llv in the two counties :fl.rat· 

. named, which· have, for the la.st few years, pro
duced more than one-half of the pig-lead mined in 
the State. The fam~us mines in the Granby an.d 
Joplin districts have, .in a few years, ma.de those 
counties increase immensely in population. :Ma.ny 
lead ftuwuies are in active operation, and the in· 
dnstry is· an important 'source of vrealth •. These
mines are sunrounded. by a rich agricultural. region,, 
and the one industry has materially assisted in the· 
development of the other. 
• For several years past more t'han ·one-half th&. 
lead production of the United States has been tram: 
Mil!souri mines. Besides the numerous smelting· 
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works supported by them, the manufacture of white 
lead, lead pipe, sheet lead, ete., contributes mater· 
ial.ly to the industries and commerce of the State. 

COPPER. 

Several varieties of copper ore exist in Missouri 
miues. Deposits of copper have been discovered in 
Dent, Crawford, nenton, Maries, Greene, I..ia\vrence, 
Dade, Taney, Dallas, Phelps, Reynolds, and Wright 
Counties. 

Some of the mines in Shannon County a, e now 
profitably worked, and mines in Franklin County 
h.we yielded geod results. There can be no doubt 
that capital and systematic working .would make 
many of the copper mines yield good 1·etnrns on the 
money invested. 

ZINC. 

Sulphuret of zinc exists in connection with lca,d, 
and is very abu.ndant in nearly all the lead miRes of 
Southwestern Missouri, particularly in tile moun
tain limestone of the mines of Newton and Jasper 
CountieR. The carbonate and silicate or.cur in the 
same localities, but in snuiller quantities. Zinc 
ores :tre also found il1 nettrly all tl!le counties along 
or near the Ozark range. Tile sulplmrct of zinc, 
known :imong miners as black-jack, is often found 
iu sucli quantities as to retard the progress of lead 
mining, and from the difficulty of smelting it and 
tho expense of getting the ores to the smelting 
works, it has been· thrown out in dumps, and much 
of it left as worthless lnatter. By the completion 
of railroads, giving better tmnsportation facilities, 
this ore will become a valuable merchandise. Large 
zinc smelting works have been fa operation for 
several years, in this State, and their products are 
important articles of commerce. There is au ex· 
te11sive vein of calamine in Cl.'aney County, which 
will doubtless prove very valuable, when once made 
more accessible by railways. 

OOBAL'r. 

'l'his metal, so valuable in many of the arts, has 
been found in considerable quantities in Mine La 
Motte·; but, up to the pr<>seut, is not known to exist 
in other localities in the State. 

MANGANESE. 

The peroxide of manganese is :found in several 
lo<'alities in St. Genevieve and other counties. 

NICKEL. 

This valuable metal is also worked in Mine La 
!lfotte in considerable quantities. 

TIN. 

H is claimed that, tin exists in several counties in 
Southeast Missouri; but this claim is somewhat 
doubtful, and certainly the ores have never been 
rne.cessfully redueed. 

MARBLE. 

• ~>lmnerous and extensive beds of exeellent marble 
have been found in different parts o:f the State, and 
"'me quar:lies have been opened and worked. 
There have been several varieties of marble from 

Missouri used in the erection of buildings. Some 
of them are :fine grained, have beautiful shades and 
are very durable. One of these varieties of marble, 
commercially known as onyx, ol· onY,x marble, a 
stalagmite formation found in the beds of caves, 
exists in considerable quantities in Crawford, 
\Yashiugton, Franklin and perhaps other C01'!nties. 
It is, we believe, not found elsewhere in the United 
States, and has been an article of importation front 
Algiers and l\Iex:ico. Pr>ssessing the properties of 
resisting acids, and not staining like ordinary 
marble, it is ex:ten•ively used for mantels, fine fur· 
nitnre, etc. 

LIMESTONES. 

There is a great variety of excellent limestone 
throughout all sections of the State. Some of these 
are neai·Iy pure carbonate of lime, a,nd supply an 
abundance of quiek lime; others supply fine build· 
ing stones, and are extensively used in all toWlUl. 
Hydraulic limes are abund:mt in numerous locaJi. 
ties, and some of them have 1Jeen tested >vith good 
results. 

GYPSUll!. 

Xo extcnsi\·e beds of gypsum have been found in 
the State; bnt its existence in large quantities in 
Iowa and Kansas, not fur from the borders of lllis
souri, gives cheap supplies when wanted for a 
fertilizer, or for other uses. 

SULPHATE OF BARYTA. 

1'his mineral is fmmd in a pure white form in 
vast quantities. It is largely utilizeQ. as a pigment 
in oon.nection with lead, :md may be. used with the 
ochers found here in the preparation of mineral 
paints. Its great weight and durability will give 
these materials more body and stability. 

KAOLIN. 

This valuable clay has been found in a few places, 
and, it being a decomposed feld-spar, it is general!.;' 
thought that large quantities of it will be found i11. 
Southem ::IIissouri. Shipments of kaolin have been 
made from Southeastern llfissourl. 

POTTERS' CLAYS. 

·These elays are fOund in abundance and worked 
in many parts of the State. They are also exten· 
sively shipped out of the State to supply manufac· 
turers of sewer pipe, tiling and pottery at other 
points. 

FIRE CLAYS • . 
• The manufacture of :fire bricks, gas retorts and 
other articles requiring the most refractory· clays, 
has long been extensively carried on in St. Louis 
County. These clays occur l1ere in the lower coal 
series and exist in great quantities. There are 
many beds of these clays found in· the counties 
north of the Missouri River, and their quantity is 
almost beyond com1mtatiou. The most of them 
possess very :fine refractory properties. Fire rock 
has also been found in .abundance, some of the · 
;silic-ious bed~ of the -coal Jneasures, being very 
refractqry. 



30 HAND-BooK oF Mrssouttr. 

PAINTS. 

There are several beds of shales in the coal meas
ures which -possess the . properties for paint for 
outside works. Yellow and red ochers are found in 
large quantities in the iron districts, and these 
J>aints are ground and shipped very largely. Som'e 
of them are thoroughly fire-proof and durable. 
There are extensive beds of ferruginous clays which 
make paints of the best qualities for all the shades 
of brO"l'l'll and dark red, These Ochers, mixed with 
haryta and lead, make beautiful pigments. 

STONES FOlil. BUILDING. 

The sandstones, granites, limestones and marbles 
of the State supply an abundance ·of :fine and dura
ble stones for all building and architectural uses. 
Sandstones are found in many beautiful shades of 
brown, red and buff, which are easily worked when 

taken from the qua1Ties, and harden upon exposure. 
Red granite is abundant and much used for strong, 
heavy work. Gray granites which split and work 
well and are most durable, are the most desirable of 
all building stones. 

ROAD MATERIALS. 

The State has an abundance of the very best ma· 
terials for making roads. Hard limestone, granite, 
chert, green stone and trap, all make superior 
paving blocks. Pebbles and gravels are abundant 
in the drift, and in the beds of most of the streams, 
and are almost everywhere in the State easily 
obtainable. 

This brief statement of the useful minerals shows 
that Xatnre has been lavish in supplying Missouri 
with materials useful in promoting her growth and 
prosperity. 

Manufactures; 

The l:ollowlllg statistics of the capital employed 
in manufacturing industries, and the amount of 
'llrodnetion is collated from careful estimates made 
in 1876; but it is the opinion of leading business men 
that the incre1ise in the past four years has been 
very !urge: 

These estimates showed that the State then con
_tained 14,2.!5 ~anufacturing estaulishments, using 
l ,965 "team engines, representing 58,101 ~orse-power; 
465 water wheels, equaling 7,9i2 horse-power, and 
emploJing 80,000 hands. The capital employed in 
manufacturing was about $100,000,000; the material 
used in 18i6 amounted to about $140,000,000; the 
wages paid were $fil,OOO,OOO, and the products put 
upon the market were o-ver $"..50,000,000. Outside o! 
St. Louis, the leading manufacturing counties of 
the State are Jackson, about $2,000,000; Buchanan, 
~,000,000; St. Charles, $4,500,000; Marion, $3,500,000; 
Franklin, !fS,000,000; Greene, ifl,500,000; Cape Girar
deau, $1,500,000; Platte, Boone and Lafayette, up
wards of $1,000,000 each, followed by several coun-
tie< nearly reaching the last sum. • 

STATISTICS 01'' l:'ROl>UOTION. 

The products of the di:ft'erent lines of mannfac· 
turing interests are, approximately, as follows: 

Flouring Mills ••••••••••••••••.•••• $40,000,000 
Carpentering •.•..•.••...•. ,.. . • • . . • . 20,000,000 
M11at Packing •••.••....•••••.•••..•• 20,000,000 
Iron and Castings •• ." •••.•••••••••.. 15,000,000 
Tobacco . . • . • • • • . . . . • • • . • • . • • ••• • • • • 14,000,000 
Clothing ••..••..•.••.•••..•••••...•• 11,000,000 
Liquors ••••••••••••.. · •.•••.•..•..••• 10,000,000 
Lumber •••..••••••.•••••••••••••.•• 10,000,000 
Bags and Bagging ••••••••..•••••••• 7,000,000 
Saddlery •.•••••••.•• , • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • 7 ,000,000 
Oil •••••••• : ••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 6,000,000 

·Machinery ••••..•••••••••••••••••.•. 6,000,000 

Printing and Publishing ••••••••.•• $5,soo,ooo 
Molasses............................ 5,000,000 
Boots and Shoes:.................... li,000,00D 
Furniture ..... ' ............. :. • • • • • 5,000,000 
Paints and Painting................ 4,500,000 
Carriages and Wagons .••.••.••..•• 4,500,000 
Bricks . . . . . .• . . . • • • • . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . 4,500,000 
Marble, Stone-work and lt!asonry. 4,000,000 
Bakery Products................... 4,000,000 
Tin, Copper and Sheet Iron........ 4,000,000 
Sash, Doors and Blinds..... • . . • • . S,250,000 
Cooperage . . . • • . • . • • • . •• • • • • .• • • . • S,000,000 
Blacksmithing ••••••.•.....••• ; .... 8,000,000 
Bridge Building .• -. ••••••••..•••.•. 2,500,000 
Patent Mealcines.................. 2,500,000 
Soap and Candles.................. 2,500,000 • 
.Agricultural Implei:qents.......... 2,000,000 
Plumbing and Gas-fitting.......... 2,000,000 

Of the manufacturing in Missouri, more thii.n 
three-fourths is done in lilt. Louis, which produced, 
in 18i9, about ~275,000,000 of manufactured articles. 
The city has, for some years past, ranked as the 
third· in the United States in the amount of her 
manufactures, leaving a ·wide gap between her and 
Chicago and Boston, each of which cities manufac
tures a little more than one-half as much in amount 
as St. Louis, and leaves a dou)lt as to which of them 
is entitled to rank as the fourth manufacturing. 
city. 

It is apparent that the manufacturing industries 
are capable of great legitimate· ei.-pansion. The· 
importation of articles which might be manufac
tured at a profit in the State, and thus su;pply the 
home market, is very large. The people are alive to 
the importance of fostering this branch of commer
cial interest, and at all times extend a welcome,· 
and, in many instances, substantial assistance, ~ 
the manufacturing capitalist. 
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.Flour Manufacture. 

When a great State opens its doors, and, by the 
authority of fts citizens, invites the people of all 
other States, of all other eountries and climes, to 
seek homes within its borders, the first pertinent 
inquiry from-those to whom the invitation is issued, 
is this: Can you supply us nbundantly nnd cheaply 
with this staff of life? A prompt affirmative is re
turned fron1 every one ·who has even a. meagre idea 
of the quality of grain produced in every part of 
Missouri, and of tbe Jlour turned out by hundreds of 
mills, whi"'11, in excellence, to-day is without a suc
cessful rival in the mnrkets of the world. 

Deseriptlon has been given of the broad grain 
fields of the State, where a genial and benign cli
mate muniiieently rewards the toil of the husband
n1an; of the fertile. and generous soils which, for 
lack of l:ibor, lulve not yet reached a hundredth 
part of their producing capacity; of the elements 
profusely combined, which, in the near coming 
years, will malrn the great central State the fore
most of food produeers. It is approprinte and prof
itable to tell only of the enterprise and the skill of 
that class of citizens who tran"form the products 
of the field into tile natural and necessaq ali
ment of mankind. 

MII,LING ADVANTAGES IN :MISSOURI. 

The milling interests of Missouri constitute 
one· of its. most valuable :ind conspicuous indus
tries. They are in the hands of men who have 
practically demonstrated that milling c·an be car
ried on in Missouri as successfully as in the m\{st 
favored of the States-far more so than in the most 
of them. Yet, as extensive as they are shown 
to be, they are not nearly equal to the business of 
supplying the home wants, and at the same time 
meeting the pressing demand in other States and in 
foreign niarkets, a demand created by the superior 
excellence of their manufactures. 

Aware of this fact, the millers of "l\fissouri are 
more than anxious that capital to a much greater 
extent than now exists should enter Missouri; that 
others should share in the profits and rewards of a 
business which they cannot fully compass, and 
which, as experience has shown, enters so largely 
into the general wealth producing power. If this be 
true with the population :ind trnde of the State, 
standing as it does to-day, how much more so will it 
be when intelligent efforts will be crowned with de
sired results; when the tides of population stream
ing from the Enst and from beyond the sea, will be 
turned into the borders of the State and the numbers 
doubled. 

A few statistics will show how Missouri stands in 
this matter: 

AMOUNT OF PRODUCTS. 

There are in the State, in rountl nuinbers, about 
nine hundred flouring mills; as against four hun
dred and fifty, as shown by the census of 1870. The 
timonnt of flour produced by those outside of St. 
r~ouis is not at hand with su:fficient accuracy to be 

stated. In some portions of the State the local 
demand is not supplied, but in many others more is 
made than is required at home, and the excellence 
of what is made may be inferred from the fact 
that in the hands of St. Louis dealers, and under 
the -very shadows, as it ''Tere, of the great city mills, 
the :dour and meal made by the mills of the interior, 
Jind a ready and remunerative market. 

In the eityof Rt. Lonis there are twenty-four mills, 
which manufactured lust• year 2,142,949 barrels of . 
Jlour, and having a daily turn-out of over 11,000 bar
rels. It will he interesting to note the growth of 
this great business in the more recent past. In 1850 
St. Louis manufactured only about 400,000 barrels. 
In 1860 the amount had more tlrnn doubled, reach
ing that yenr 839,000 barrels. Owing to the war and 
the resulting effecto, which ]Jore heavily upon all 
St. I....ouis h.idustries, there was no further increase 
till 1869, when the production went beyond 1,000,000 · 

barrels, and, following the rule of uninterrupted 
progress, doubled in the following decade, reaching 
2,000,000 in 1s;s, and in the ensuing year showing a 
still more rapid increase, the product of 1879 being 
216,659 barrels greater thnn that of 1878. 

Bnt the trade is not to he measured alone by the 
amount of :dour manufactured. The receipts from 
other markets during the last years of the civil waJ 
were greater than the manufactures, which showed 
both the stagnation of the home industi-y and the 
value and distributing capacity of the St. Louis 
market, even nndcr adverse circumstances. Only 
since 1871 has the manufacture of :dour exceeded 

. the receipts from other markets. J!'rom that year, 
however, the distanee between the two has stendily 
widened. Last year the amount manufactured ex· 
ceeded the amount received from other points by 
more than a <1uarter million of b:trrels. 

The total amount of Jlour received and man.ufac
tured by the dealers and millers of St. Louis, in 18i9, 

was 4,154,757 barrels, of which over 3,000,000 were ex
ported. It should be horne in mind, too, that besides 
the :dour manufactured by St. J,onis millers in 1879, 
they also made 425,963 lmrrels of corn meal and 28,-

595 barrels of hominy and grits, these articles being 
quadrupled in production during the decade. Of 
the exports above noted, St. Louis millers and deal
ers sentlast year to foreign countries,619,103 barrels, 
these being sent to leading European nations and to 
South America, a1uJ,; in all markets St. Louis llour, 
and flour from other sections of the State, bears a 
reputation and commands prices above all other 
:tlours. Its excellence is attested by tile additional 
fac't that at the 'Yorld's Fairs at Paris, Vienna and 
Philadelphia, it bore away the tirst premium.. 

SUPERIOR WHEAT .L.,.-D FLOUR. 

There is another valuable commercial fact. Fleur 
made from wheat grown in Missouri can stand ti-ans
portation to the southern latitudes, and through the 
tropic,;, without being damaged, an excellence, in 
which it is only approached by that made from wheat 
grown iu the similar latitude of Maryland ano V' 
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ginia, and which makes St. Louis ftour more sought 
for than all others for shipment to Rio, tl).e West 
Indies, and other markets within and beyond tlie 
tropical latitudes •. Thus, the two-fold advantage of 
the State and the city can be easily comprehended
-the one inviting the farm.er to the cultivation of its 
grain·:tl.elds, which lie near the center of the great 
and unrivaled winter wheat belt; the other inviting 

the capitalist to participation in an industrial branch 
foremost in profit and world-wide in respectability. 
• .\s in the one there are vast bodies of lands, a2 well 
adapted to the production of the cereals as those 
which now repay the farmer's c11.re, so in the other, 
investment and enterprise will as surely bring re
wards as they have already b1·ought them to the 
milling interests of the city and State. 

The Manufacture of Wool, Cotton and Pa.per. 

History teaches that a people, who with raw pro
<iucts alone, attempt to contest for wealth and 
population against a people elaborating those pro
ducts, are sure to be worsted. 

UNLIMITED WATER-POWER. 

Missouri has not only an abundance of wool, 
-cotton and pther ess.ential raw materials, but is 
fortunate in having a swift creator of wealth-the 
most important demand of all active civiliiations
an unlimited water-power. In this element of 
wealth-cheap motive power-this State is rich in· 
·deed. Not in all the Eastern st"ates can there be 
found such a rolling, rapid stream as the Gasconade, 
about eighty-five miles from St. Louis. Here, every 
two miles or less, lS there sufticient fall to raise a dnm 
that would· afford powe1· su:tlicient to run Jlve hun
dred looms. Magnificent powers are lying idle on 
the Osage, Grand River, l\Ieran1ec, Black, White, 
St. Francis, Currant, and numberless other streams 
within the borders of the State. And there is, per
haps, one of Jhe grandest possible water-powers in 
the West or South, almost under the shadow of St. 
Louis. 

It is believed to be practicable to tap the l\Iissouri 
river at or near Tavern Rock, in western part of the 
St. Louis county, and to construct an arti:tl.cial 
water-way down thevalleybythe way of and taking 
in its course Creve Creuer lake, only 16 miles ·from 
the city, where a fall of fully thirty-two feet could 
be secured to the banks pf the Des Peres, or even 
pass through the southern portion of the city of St. 
Louis, and empty into the Mississippi river above 
the rliouth of the l>es Peres. This would 
afford power equal to atlY now utilized in New 
England, and enable the factories on its bahks the 
entire distance to stand withj'n one mile or less of 
each other, without interference from back water. 
Here twenty cotton and woolen mills could be 
erected, backed by superior location and facilities 
offered J)Y the city of St. Louis. 

DESIRABLE LOCATION FOR PAPER MILLS. 

Creve Croner lake is a large body of heautiful soft 
water, free of those metaloids that unfit it for 
bleaching gf!ods and manufacture of paper. These 
industries would :find here. an admirabl'e location, 
·especially the paper nulls. :Materials for its manu
facture are produced all .around the lake, and 
poplar, that now furnishes ahout seyenty-:tive per 
eent. of the material for manufaeture of books and 

news1iapers, grows in great abundance within a verv 
fe;v miles pf the spot whei·e the mills would h~ 
erected. The balance of paper mntet1al-str:L\v, 
rags and cotton waste-would be supplied from the 
farms and mills and the markets of St. Louis, all 
very .close at hand. Platin Creek, twenty miles 
below St. Louis, is a he:tutiful stream of clear wnter 
.tlO'\ring fron1 a sandstone bluff, soft as r1iin \vater ~ 
is au admirable location for bleaching· goods an<l 
the mauuiactm:e of imper; is aeeessible by the 
Mississippi River, into which it ftows, and the Iron 
:Mountain Hailroad, which crosses it about ten mlies 
above its mouth, hy which material an<l manu
factured goods could l·each the miUH and lo\'OOdH 
shipped to St. Louis at a sh1all cost. 

Besides these rare adyantages of water-powers, 
no State, perhaps, in the .\merican Union has suclt 
extensive coal-beds to be found in almost e1·ery 
county in the Btnte-aggrcgatiug~ 2':!,000 8quare miler; 
of coal of excellent quality, mined HO cttsil.y and 

elleaply :ts to make the use of steam in prnpellbtg 
machinery almost as cheap as water-power. Oheap 
fuel for steam and general family uses would 
enable m.11nuiacturers to erect works in it majorit.1• 
of the cities and towns of llfissouri where operatives 
have their homes, and children working in the 
factories could live with their parents and add to 
the family revenues by the lahor they perform in · 
the cotton and woolen mills. 

Another most importitnt matter underlying suc
cessful manufacturing in the State oi Missouri ie, 

OHEAP FOOD FOlt OPERATIVES. 

In :Missouri, food for man and beast must nlways 
he cheap m1d almnclant. 

St. Louis, beilig l\1issouri's great metropolis, en
trepot and store-houoe for provisions, as well as her 
great commercial mart, and possessing unsurpassed 
facilities to meet the competition of the world in a.l I 
kinds of manufactured goods and distribution to 
the markets of the world, has immense capabilitieK, 
and presents magnificent advantages to manufltc· 
tnrers to erect works within her ga,tes. Offieial re
ports and statistics, made np by the Merchante' 
Produce Exchange, fully establishes St. Louis to be 
the second. (soon to become the ftrst) grain.market 
in the Mississippi Yalley. The city mills have :t 

capacity to manufacture 12,000 barrels .of :tl.our per 
day, and the annual prodnet in 1879 was 2,142,950 
h:trrels, in addition to which the commission mer· 
chants received and handled 1,607,236barrels dtiring 
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the same period. About 75 per cent. or 2,8111,&.t.O 
ban-els of this fiour were sent to the Eastern States, 
either by water-route, vi1L New Orleans, or by all 
ran, across the country, at a cost averaging nearly 
~me dollar per bari.·el, which was paid, in large part, 
by the operatives of factories and work-shops of 
the Eastern States, and :for sizing :for the cotton 
mills turning out. bleached goods and prints of all 
grades. 

In St.. r.ouis no such tax will be laid on food, for 
lier store-houses are always fu11 of breadstuffs and 
provisions, in ftrst hands, and where one dollar to
day will buy more of the neces•ities of life than in · 
any city in the United States. New England is not an 
agricultural country; she must necessarily draw 
largely from the West; and, where freights, (:om· 
missions, and dealers' profit are, added to those 
<\ommon necessities ot life, bread and meat, they 
must, of necessity, cost the consumer more by just 
80 much as will transport them :from the West, and 
pay all attendant charges. Consequently, labor 
must be paid relath·ely more, in order to subsist. 

A HOME MAHKET. 

Herc manufacturers have the great advantages of 
u hoJne m:irket for articles turned out of looms and 
turnaces. St. Louis has been for years a full port of 
entry and appraisement. The ability of her mer
chants to duplicate any bill of foreign gooch pur
chased on the Atlantic seahord, has drawn to her a 
class of buyers that hitherto purchasecl only in the 
markets of the East. '.1.'his has greatly augmented 
her tr:1de in dorqestic fabrics, and to-day she is the 
largest market in the Mississippi Valley for such 
goods. 

Statistics taken from the hooks of the wholesale 
merchants of this clty, and not from approximate 
stock•, show.an immense trade in such fabrics-in
deed, all aml more than half a dozen mills of large 
<'.apa<'ity could produce in a Ktcady yearly rnn. The 
eost of transportation is so small to Quincy, Keokuk, 
St. Paul, and cities of the Upper l\fississippi River, 
Kansas City, St. Joseph, Leavenworth, and cities on 
the l\fiss0uri River and interior, and Springtlcld, 
Jackson-i'1lle, and even Chicago, that all of these 
dties could and would buy the same goods of the 
facto~jes in.St. Louis, if mills had the capacity to 
produce them. 

The fabric mills at Angnsta, Georgia, have been 
established for many years, and have passed through 
two panics and one war, milking money all the time. 
The capital stock invested in erection was paid 
back six times in twenty years, and, up to the day
the mills were partially destroyed by tire, were 
making ·annually twenty per cent. dividend to the 
owners. The Phrenix mills, at Columbus, Ga., are a 
great success-erected in 1866-have passed.through 
all years of depression sinGe then-running full 
time and behind orders-have, since completion, 
<iivided to their stockholders over $1,000,000 in divi· 
dends; 

The same may be said of the mills of other ~outh· 
ern States, and the reason of their snceess is appar
ent. They are located where the material to manu• 
facture is produced, or is collected without cost of 
transportation. In close proximity, :food for opera
tives is produced, and delivered without commiB
sio•, transportation, jnterest, or exchange, and, not. 

the least important, they have a home market for 
nearly all of the goods they can produce. Not hav
ing three freights to pay on material, food and on 
manufactured products, they can, and always will, 
undersell the mills of the East, that are compelled 
to pay these inevitable charges. The i·eceipts of 
cotton at St. Lonis for the seaMn of 1879-80 will not 
be far from 500,000 bales. The receipts of wool for 
1879 were 20,786,642 pounds. Here i• material abun
dant and cheap-being in :first.hands-free of trans
portation, exchange;commission, interest and other 
charges, and a market right at the mill door for 
the goods. ' 

In view of these facts and advantages llf.issouri 

INVITES CAPITAL AND MACHIJ:l".ERY 

to settle within her em'ir'ons. Her manufacturers 
are assured of a ready sale for all the goods a dozen 
mills could produce, and at such prices and saving 
in production as will pay a magnificent dividend on 
capital wisely expended. 'l'he wholesale jobbers 
are, without exception, tLnxious to see such mills 
established in Missouri, and will at all times give 
preference to home-made proclucts over goods made 
outside of the State. . 

There are in South Carolina seventeen factories 
devoted to the production of cotton cloth and yarn. 
Tjley have, in the aggregate, 95,438 spindles, with 
1,938 looms, in operation; they produce 101,338 yards 
of cloth and 17,183 pounds of yarn, and consume 
54,040 pounds of cotton a day; they employ 2,296 op
eratives, who, in turn, support 7,913 persons de
pendent upon them; the aggregate monthly pay
ments being $38,000. The capital employed in. the 
seventeen mills is $2,228,600, ancl their estimated 
value is $2,84.4,600. · The profits range from eighteen 
to :tlity per cent. per annum, the fifty per cent. being 
the return of tlie Westminster factory, the. wen. 
known home of the famous "Clement attachment," 
which converts seed cotton into yarn. A.t the other 
factories the profits range from eighteen to twenty
five and a half per cent. Nearly all these mills are 
located in the upper and middle. counties of the 
State, where water-power is abunda.nt and cheap; 
but it is asserted that even if this advantage were 
wanting, and the mills were dependent on steam. 
power, they would still yield good pro.tits. 

And yet Missouri is better located, and has ad. 
vantages inflnitely superior to Sonth Carolina; 
and, in• facilities .of Wide distribution, is su
perior to any State. And in St. Louis, the supply 
of.\abor-me11 and boys, women and gi.l"ls-for all 
kinds of manufactures, ~ necessarily more abun· 
dant, cheaper, and more reliable, than in any other 
Southern State. 

UNSURPASSED TRANSPORTATION FACIJ,

ITIES. 

St. Louis has a population of over ~00,000 soJils. 
She ·is. not only the central figure on the map of 
Missouri, but of the Jl!i.saissippi Valley. Her loca
tion on the "Father of Waters," with a commercial. 
marine of over 100,000 tons, commands over 16,000 
mHes of navigable water. Her trade upon this 
great riYer begins far up toward the region of the 
Arctic ices, and extends through the orange gro't'ea 
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into the tropics. Hertributaries-Missouri,Illinois, 
Ohio, Cumberland, Tennessee, 'White and ·Red 
Rivers, with the Yazoo and n:wigalJle bayous-en
able her, with water craft, to touch the shores and 
centers of over half the States of this Union. This 
immense advantage of navigation is supplemented 
by twenty-two railroads in active operation, reach
ing far and wide into the interior of the States, the 
lakes of the North, gulf on the South, and both 
oceans. 

These magnificent water lines and railroad con
nections afford her people the il1eans of cheap and 
rapid transit, unequaled by any commercial center 
on the American continent.. On the Mississippi 
River there is can-ieQ. annually property aggregat
ing, in dollars and cents, more value than all the 
foreign commerce. Aud now that the great high
way is open to the. sea for the laro-est ships throu~h 
the jetties, the trade of the great river wlll largely 
increase. A single tow-boat has recently moved, 
in barges, :from the elevators to New Orleans and 
safely landed, 290,000 bushels of corn in one c;~go, 
and could have added 100,000 more at Cairo, if the 
shipment had been ready-this is but the beginning 
of such valuable and enormous shipments of cere
als. These unprecedented advantages of cheap 
transit are supplemented by twent]-two railroads, 
ten being great trunk lines, with immense equip
ment, pushing out to every point M the compass, 
and centering in one common depot, almost in the 
very heart of the city. New lines are being built 
south and southwest into a territory all her own, 
and where no rival can compete with her. Soon 
the waters of the Rio Grande and the Pacific will 
be reached by two lines directl,,- tributarv to St. 
Lonis, upon which (being south ~f the sn~w line) 
t:ne products of Lower Texas, California, the Sand· 
wich Islands, China, Japan-in :fact, all of Eastern 
Asia-will be brought to her store-houses, in ex
change for manufactured goo<ls turned out o:f her 

workshops, mills and ioundries. l\Iexico will soon 
be opened by rail, to exchange silver, coffee> sugar, 
rice, indigo, liclmgea, ratama, and many products 
of value, now little known, for cotton and woolen 
goods, agTicultural implements,. engines, mill ma
chinery-in fact, all articles of handicraft, of which 
she manufactures almost none at all, and for which 
she is dependent, to-day, on England, giving to her 
trade, through her seaports, nearly $80,000,000 
per year. The larger part of this immense trailic 
can be diverted to St. Louis by reason of her loca
tion and her railroads. 

TRADl<J CHANNELS. 

The great empire of Texas, 1,000 miles long and 
nearly 1,000 miles wide-rich in minerals and fertile 
lands, and blessed with a climate of unsurpassed 
excellence, winter and summer, is capable of sus
taining a population of 20,000,000. This State is but 
in its infancy, yet to-day raises one-sixth of the 
entire cotton crop of the United Stiites, and, when 
fully developed, will send to market more ftne wool, 
sheep and cattle than all the States of New Eng
land, New York, Pennsylvanja and Ohio combined. 
Texas is·and must continue tributary to St. Louis, 
made so by the city's well conceived systeih of 
southwestern railways, penetrating, or to penetrate, 
all p<trts of that wonderful countrv. 

The Indian Territory, by nature mol·e beautiful 
and attr<tctive, perhaps, than any other part of the 
'Cnited States, has not reached the first period of 
development. This inagnificent country, destined 
to add two States of unsurpassed· richness to the 
American Union, lies almost at the door of St. 
Louis, and must e••er be allied to it in trade an.d 
commerce as closely as are the southwest counties 
of Missouri. 

Such is the country tributary to St. Louis, and 
such the area to supply with manufactured goods. 

Cotton Trade. 

There is, probably, no branch of trade that fur· 
nlehes. a more striking example of what <'l>ll be ae
complished by energy and perseverance; toward 
breaking dow11 the accepted theories that commerce 
must move in certain channels, than the rapid 
growth of St. Louis as a cotton market during the 
past decade. ' 

It has been an accepted theory, for almost a cen· 
· !ury, that cotton must seek a market by water trans
portation, aud hence that cities situated on the Gulf, 
and accessible to the interior by the great ri..-ers of 
the country, were the nn.tural depots aud markets 
hr all the cotton of the Mississippi Yalley from 
which to supply the markets of tlte world; that no 
mode of transportation, no means could be devised 
by which the cotton and other products of thts great 
valley coul<l J;e diverted from )(ature's great high
ways for floating them to the sea; that it w1is absurd 
to attempt to turn this branch of commerc;, from the 

old established routes and make it flow up-stream: 
But, about seven years ago, a few ente111rising men 
in S.t. Louis organized a company to combat this 
theory. They hased their hopes of· success 011 the 
assumption that railroad transportation wa,;, in fact, 
superior to water-that they could furnish facilities 
for handling tliis staple superior and cheaper than 
could be furnished by the Gulf cities; that a b11le of 
cotton would yieltl more money to the producer in 
St. Louis than in New Orleans or G:alvesto11. 

To chea11en the cost of 

HANDLING .AND TER:IUNAL CHARGES 

on cotton, they comliincd their ware-houses, rail· 
"road depots and coni1iresses in one system of build· 
i'1gs, 'l'he cotton w:is unloaded directly from the 
cars into their covered ware-houses, tlms obviating 
all liability to dttm~1gc, s[.tYiug the e::..11ense of d1·ay· 
age, and doing away with the necessity for broker-
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a"e and all middle men. By this means they effected 
a total saving to the producer of about one dollar and 
:fifty cents per bale. 

THE SUPERIOIUTY OF THIS MARKET 

was seen in another important feature, that is, the 
"purchasing power" of a bale of cotton, aside from 
its value in dollars and ceuts. On the sup11osition 
that a bale of cotton" would bring the same price in 
st. J,ouis as in o.ther Southern cities, say sixty-:five 
dollars per bale, (being about the average price of 
the present crop), the planter soon found that with 
that sixty!five dollars invested in such supplies as 
he might need, he could buy from five to six doliars 
worth more in St. Louis than he could in New Or
leans or other Southern cities; thus making a diffcr
·ence in the actual value of a bale of cotton in these 
different markets of from five to eight dollars in 
:favor of St. Louis. 

The result has been a marvelous increase of the 
cotton tr:ide of St. Louis. The receipts for 1869-70 
were i'.I,264 bales. The receipts for 1879-80 to April 
9, were 457 ,563 bales, and at the end of the cotton 
year, September 1st, will be about 500,000 bales, 
which, at sLxty-fivc dollars a bale, will bring $32,-
500,000. This exceeds by several millions the money 
value of the entire grain trade of the city. 

The possibility of directing a large i>ortion of the 

COTTON TRADE TO S'I,'. LOUIS, 

and its great value to the city as well as to the great .. 
lines of railway extending down into the cotton belt, 
and to those leading to the chief export cities of the 

, Atlantic, and to the manufacturing districts of the 
East, are now fully demo11stratlld and established. 
The combined capital of this city, togetherwith that 
invested in these vast trunk lines of railway, will 
then assist in not only holding what has been already 
secured, but in using this combined power to draw 
and concentrate greater supplies for the future. 

The world's demand for cotton is increasing at 
the rate, perhaps, of 500,000 bales per annum. This 
increase must mainly come from the great States 
o:f Arkansas, Texas and the Indian Territory, as yet 
almost entirely undeveloped. 

But a few years ago the cotton produced in the 
United States was chiefiy raised east of the Missis
sippi River; now about one-third of the entire pro· 
duction comes from the States west of the Missis
sippi River. Texas, with its 275,000 square mp.es, . 
possesses good cotton-producing soil, more than 
su,ffi.cient to supplY. the present total demands of 
the world. And Arkansas and the Indian country 
are equally important factors to be considered in 
the great future supply of" clothing for the world." 

.A. large portion of this vast territory is more 
accessible to this city than to the. Gulf or Atlantic 
cities. indeed, much of the best interior cotton 
region is nearer to St. Louis than any other access
ible shipping point on ·any good, navigable river; 
and by extending the railroad system o:f St. Louis 
into these· great States and Territory, there is an 
equal, if not a better chance to receive the adv11:n
tages of this valuable commerce than any other 
city that would be likely to become a competitor in 
the trade. 

RAILWAY ADVANTAGES. 

It is now an established fact that rivers, as a 
means of collecting and distributing the internal 
commerce o:f ·a country, are less efficacious than 
railroads. Appreciating this fact the cotton mer
chants· of St. Louis, not content with the magnifi
cent system of railroads penetrating the immense 
cotton region east of the Mississippi River, and cen· 
tering in this city, have nearly completed two hun
dred and fifty miles of new road in Texas, which 
wlone will add 100,000 bales to the receipts of cotton, 
"next year, in St. J,ouis. And several other lines are 
being constructed, having their te1~nini in this city, 
which will largely increase its cotton trade both ht 
Arkansas and Texas. The next decade will 11rolJ· 
ably show a much more rapid and satisfactory in· 
crease than the one which has just passed. I 

Another element in the permanent character and 
probable increase of the cotton trade of St. Louis is, 
the probable 

INCREASE OF COTTON MANUFACTI;rRE. 

There are in the city two mills, which consume 
from 15,000 to 20,000 bales annually. To supply the 
manufactured cotton goods annually sold in St. 
Louis will require mills of ten times the capacity of 
those now in operation. 

A.revolution is going on in the manufacturing in· 
terest of the world. To -save double freights - on 
the raw material and on the manufactured ar
ticle -the mill owners of New England are 
seriously considering the question of removing 
their mills nearer the cotton producing districts. 
A.o.d Old England has become still more alarmed at 
the rapid progress which the United States has 
made in the last decade in supplying manufac
tured cotton goods to other· countries, besides 
almost stop11ing the importation to this connti7. It 
has been demonstrated that the ]!'all River mills 
can, as they have, profitably undersell the English 
manufacturers .in the markets of Great Britain. 

St. Louis is one of· the healthiest cities in the 
wodd. Here there will even be an ample supply of 
labor. Geographically it is the very heart of the 
greatest a'nd best agricultural region on the conti
nent. Its surroundings and its unequaled railroad 
system make it the store-house for the food-pro
ducing districts of the Western hemisphere, and it 
must· become the distributing center and the com
mercial exchange for this vast region. Health, 
cheap food, cheap materials for building, cheap 
fuel, proximity and ready.~ccess to the best cottou
producing belt, assuring an abundant supply of the 
raw material, mustfusure successful manufacturing. 
And in all these things St. Louj.s is without a rival. 

But whether or not, St. Louis will become the 
great commercial exchange between the producer 
and the CORSumer, Or the home Of the great manu
facturing interests of textile fabrics, the assurance 
may be felt that its cotton trade will not only be 
permanent, but there is every reason to believe that 
it will become the greatest cotton market on this 
continent; and that instead of handling one-hail 
million bales, it will, in the next decade, be a. 
mark~t for two million bales per annum. 
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Labor and Wages. 

In regard to the attitude of the laboring classes in 
Missouri, their privileges, rights and prospects, it 
can be said: 

1. The course of legislation in Missouri has wisely 
tended uniformly toward the protection of the rights 
of the laborer, so tha~ he has now a lien upon 
property improved by him, ·and no property of 
the employer is exempt :from seizure, on exe· 
eution issued by virtue of a judgment obtained for 
wages. . 

2. The climate of Missouri is such as to allow la· 
borers to work more days in the year than in other 
Statlis of the Union. In the Northern and Eastern 
States the great depth of snow and extreme 
cold prevent out-door labor for four to six 
months in the year, so that the profits . made 
~uring the remainder of the year are wholly ap· 

propriated to feed the stock of farmers and support 
families. 

3. Missouri has not yet made serious inroads upon 
her vast natural resources. IIe:r forests are yet to 
be leveled, her mines developed and worked, her 
countless acres subdue«l and cultivated. Again, as 
she has unprecedented productive power, as varied 
as great, so she has by her marvelous trunsportation 
facilities, great advantages ove:r States not as for
tunately circumstanced-hence, her products find 
a ready market at fair prices, and the industry of 
man obtains a speedy and adequate r!Jward. 

4. The wages paid in Missouri, regard being had 
to the time a laborer may work in a year, the cost of 
living, including food and clothing, compare favor
ably with wages in· any other State, and· are higher 
than in a great majority of the States. 

Railways and Transporta.ti~n. 

The :fir$t inquiry the immigrant wholly unac
quainted with Missouri makes is: "At wliat point is 
it best I. shall enter the State, and what are the 
advantages when I reach it?" . 

The main pl.ace of entrance, and that affording by 
far the greatest facilities, is the City of St. Louis. 

St. Louis is situated, most.advantageously, in the 
Mississippi Valley, and nearer the geographical 
center of the United States than any other large 
oommeroial city, it having an unrivaled advantage 
of a longer railway sweep, so to speak, in every 
direction over all others. 

Fromthis city radiating lines of trunk railways 
reach over· :five hundred miles north; over one 

. thousand miles east and south, and over two thou
, aa.nd miles west, making a much grandet· and more 

comprehensive railway central position and con· 
nections :for the City of St. Louis than can be 
claimed, or even approached, sc fa1· as mileage is 
ooncerned, by any other city, either in the United 
States or elsewhere upon the face.of the globe. 

Next in impo:i:tance as a portal for immigrants to 
M:issouri, going westward, is the City of Hannibal, 
on the Mississippi River, one hundred and nine 
miles 11.bove St. Louis; then Louisiana, twenty-Jive 
miles below IIannibal, and West Quincy, twenty 
miles above the City of Hannibal. 

The immigrant at this distant locality does not, 
want mnol1 generalization, but naturally inquires: 
""When r shall hn vc rea<',hed the State of Missouri, 
what faeilities does its system of milwaya afford?" 

Before ·proceeding to particularize; it may be 
stated that all of the trunk linci railroads in Missouri 
run from two to four pastlenger and express trains 
daily each way, with Pullman palltOC, Horton's 
:reclll!ling chair and other cars attached, equal to the 
best, either in this country or Europe. 

.All St. Louis passenger triiins arrive at and depart 
tro;n the 'Q'nion Depot in that city. 

THE MISSOURI PACIFIC RAILWAY. 

Its main line runs from St. Louis to Kansas City, 
and by leased lines extends directly to St.Joseph. 

Starting at St. Louis, the road runs in a general .,, 
couroe westward, through the . fertile agricultural 
counties of St. Louis, Franklin, Gasconade, Osage, 
Cole, Moniteau, llforgau, Cooper, Pettis, Jo)Jnson 
and Jackson to Kansas City-283 miles; thence up 
the south bank of the Missouri River, in the State of 
Kansas, to Atchison-47 miles; thence crossing the 
river, on a bridge, re-enters the State of Missouri and 
passes through the county of Buchanan to St. 
Joseph-time just sixteen hours. · 

At Kirkwood, twelve miles out, there is a branch 
diverging sontheastwardly and connecting with the 
Iron Mountain road. 

At Pacific, 37 miles out, it connects with the St. 
Louis & San Francisco Railway. 

At Jefferson City, the capital of the State,12.5mil!Js, 
with a branch of the C. & A. Railroad, running 
"through Calloway county, to Mexico; in .Audrain. 

At Tipton, in l\Iorgan county, 1134 miles, connec· 
tion is made with Boonville, on the llfissouri river, 
north, and with Versailles, in Morgan county, south. 
,u Sedalia,.Pettis county, 189 miles, it connects 

with tl;le M., K., &; T., S. W; &; S •. narrow gauge and 
its Lexington branch. · 

At Holden, Johnson county, 232 miles, connects 
with its S. Louis and Arizona Division. 

·At l'leasant IIill, Cass county, 248 miles, with a 
branch of the Atchison, '.l'opeka & Santa Pe Railroad, 

.A.t Kansas City, in .,Jackson county, 28~3 miles, next 
to St. Louis, the most important mllroad centre in 
the State, with all . the railroads radiating· from that 
city. 

,\t Leavenworth, Kansas, lli'.J9 miles, with the Kane 
sas Central Narrow Gauge lfaiJroatl, whkh is 
opernt.ti<t aSHt division of the ::\!issouri Ptu~i1lc Itau .. 
road; n1H1. i.:.t Atchison~ K1.111s~~1~ 1 ':-·i~:1 U!c central. ·

1 
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braueh of the Union Pacific, which is also operated 
as a division of· the Missouri Pacific Railroad, 
with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad, 
and with the Atchison & Nebraska l~ailroad. 

THE ST. I.ours AND SAN FRANCISCO IiAIL

WAY. 

Leaving St. Louis, this road uses the track of the 
Missouri Pacific, 37 miles, to the town of Pacific, 
in ],rank.Un county, and thence diverges in a south· 
west direction aud passes through the counties of 
l<'ranklin, Crawford, Phelps, Pulaski, Laclede, Web
>1ter, Greene, Barry, Lawrence, Christian. and 
Newton-eleven counties-containing as fertile 
lands as are to be found in the Mississippi Valley, 
und immense beds of iron, lead and zinc ores; the 
development ot which forms one of the greatest 
industries in the State. 

The St. Louis and San Francisco Railway make" 
th8 follo,yiug connections, viz.: 

At l'Mific, 37 miles from St. Louis, with the 111is· 
souri Pacific Railway. 

At Cuba, in Crawford County, 90 miles, with the 
St. Lonis, Salem & Little Hiver Railroad, which is 
operated i\S a branch. 

At Springfield, in Greene County, 240 miles, 
with the Springfielcl & Western l\Iissouri Railroad, 
which is being extended northwestward to Kansas 
City. 

At Pierce City, in Lawrence County, 290 miles, 
with the KanBas Division of the St. Louis &. Sim 
Francisco Railroad, extending wcst»mrd toward 
the Paciilc Ocean; .southern division going south
westward. toward Galveston, through the Indian 
Territory. 

Just west of the St.ate Line, at Vinita, in the 
Indian Territory, the ptesent western terminus, 
we reach a connection with the llfissonri, Kansas 
& Texas Railroad. Over 4-J.O miles. of this great 
:railway is in operation and 330 rniles are in the 
State of Missouri. The managers nre now arrang
ing,to push this railway vigorously to the Pa· 
eiftc Ocean, thereby making it emphaticall;'what i.ts 
name indicates-a St. Louis· and San Francisco 
railway. 

This company offers to immigrants over 1,000,000 
~cres of choice lands on ttie line of its completed 
road, in the State of !t!issouri,at prices rant)ing fron1 
two dollars and fifty cents to eight dollars per acre, 
with long terms for payment, with free transpor
tation to purchasers, with their property, irom St. 
Lonis to said lands. 

THE HANNIBAL AND ST. JOSEPH RA.ILROAD. 

The main line from Ifannihal, 011 the 1\fississippi, 
to St. Joseph, on the J\Iissouri Uh-er, is two lmndred 
and six n1iles in length, passing ihraugh the coun
ties of Marion, Ra.Us, l\.{onroe, Sl!elby, :1Iaeon, Linn, 
Livingston, Caldwell, Clintl)n, De.Kt::!! o.nd Ilu
chanan. ~"'ith an extension of suy tr."c11tynril1:s frcin1 
St. Joseph to Atchison, in Kansi!f;,n.ad i:1·un1 Ca1ucrou, 
in Co.Id well County, across the counties of Clinton 
and Clay, fifty-three miles to Kansas City. 

'rile Hannibal ,111 St. Joseph Railroad, running 
east and west throug·h,thc center of North J\fissouri, 
crosses and makes connection with all the numer
ous roads running north and south, and diagonally · 
cross this division of the State, northwest and 

southwest from the l\Iississippiltiver. AtSt .• Joseph 
it has connection with roads crossing the States o! 
Kansas and N euraska to a connection with the 
Union P>tcific. 

At Atchison, in Kansas, connections are . made 
with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, the central 
branch of the Union Pacific, the Atchison and Ne
braska Road, running northward to Lincoln and 
beyond, ttnd the l\Iissouri l'aci1lc ltoad, aud, Jinally, 
at Kansas Oity it makes connection with the great 
through lines running west and south to the gold 
and silver mining regions of the Hocky l\Iountains. 

Of the grant of land made by Congress to this 
road, there are still on hand and for sale not far 
from 140,000 acres, comprising both unimproved and 
ilnprove<l la.nds, varying in price 1 a.ccording to. 
quality .and location, from two dollars and forty 
r,ents t() ilfteen dollitrs pe1· acre, with easy terms of 
payment and low rates of interest. 

'!'he territory traversed by this road is one of the 
most successful farming and stor-k-raising regions 
to be found in the great Valley of the l\Iississippi. 

Immense deposits of bituminous coal, in veins 
from three feet to six feet in thickness, underlie a 
good portion of the lands in 111acon Connty, whica 
yield a large yearly revenue to the people of that 
county. 

THE ST. LOUIS, IRON MOUNTAIN AND 
SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

connects with the St. Louis system of ranroads at 
the Union Depot, an<l in the South, both east and 
west of the l'tlississippi River. Its connections are 
at Cairo with the Illinois railwRys; at. Columbus, 
Kentucky, with the South Athmtic system of rail
roads; at J,ittl<J Hock, with lines running east and 
west; and nt 'rcxarkarnt with tho Texas lines. From. 
St. Louis to 'l'exarkana is four hundred and ninety 
miles; from St. Lnnis to Columbus is one hundred 
and ninety-six miles; and the Poplar Bluff Branch to 
Cairo, IlliuoisJ is seventy-:;ix ntiles in length. Sev
eral lesser branches luwe J;een completed, and oth
ers are in eours.e of construction' to l·ich mines and 
agricmltuml districts. 

l\fony of the counties along the line in Missouri 
abound in vast quantities of iron and other ores, 
imd thousands of tons ttrc being annually gotten out 
and ship peel to mills in St. I.onis and elsewhere; yet 
this featllre is regarded rather as a guaranty of an 
i1mnense future groi.vth of mtiuufactnriug interests, 
and a large po1)ulatio1.i is sure to gather,yhereliving 
i:; 0heap and employment l>eeoming every d"/ more 
certain. 

The freight secnrcd in the country along the line 
of ro:id )s at this time .in greateet degree from the 
forest imd the fl~lds. 

r1rhe trees, vthich in the lo-\vlunds gro·w 1·0 a solid 
dlaineter of six feet:, are the oak, ;:t8h, popJu1\ v,raI.
nnt, sntin--walnnt, gu1n, e:,nn·e.i:;·s, and sycam.ore; 
tho::iu which !tttai.n a 1-:wli1l diameter of four feet and 
n1ore, are the hicl~ory, iJeean, catalpa, ebn .:u1d sas
Hafras. 'l'he holly, bois-d'nrc, cherry, maple, hack
berry, and other \"roods, grow to a large size. From· 
these ttre nui.de Imnlier, ~tn.v-es, wa~~·ous, .furniture·, 
agi·ieult:m·a.l irnp1eni-ents, and other n1:.itel'ial for 
~hipn1ent, 1'11 the :rough, to the many growhl~~ n1anu· 
faeturing . towns of the Eastern, :Korthern and 
·western country, whence they are sent to the four 
corner• of the land. 
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WABASH, ST. LOUIS & PACIFIC RAILWAY, 

taken as«t whole, is probably the most extended rail
road syste1n in the ".,..est, ow·ning and 01)erating 
over two thousand miles of road. 

This road rnns from St. L.onis in a direc.tion gen
erally west by north. Crossing the l\Ii~souri River 
at St. Charles, and passing tl1rough the counties of 
St. Louis, St. CharleE:, \Y.arren, ~Iontgon1cry, and 
Audrain, to Centralia, 12·1 iniles, the first branch 
iro111 t.he inain line reaches southwest, ;!4 1niles, 
to Columbia, the countv seat of Boone· Conntv. 
Twenty-four miles fartl;er, it reaches l\foberly, ln 
Randolph County, from which point there is a very 
important branch, running north 131 miles, to 
Ottumna, in the State of Iowa, where it connects 
with lines to all points of \Visconsiu and J\finnesota. 
This branch road passes through the counties of 
Randolph, Macon, Adair, and Schuyler, in this 
State. 

At Salisbury, in Chariton county, 21 miles from 
Moberly, another branch e,.."tends directly south, 15 
miles, to Glasgow, in Howard county. 

From Salisbury to Brunswick, 18 miles still west.
ward, the newly constructed Council Bluffs' division 
of this road re.aches northwest 22~) nilles, through 
the counties of Chariton, Livingston, Davies, Gen -
try, Nod~n..-a:y and Atchison, to a, connection :vi.,.ith 
the L7nion T'acific at Omaha, shortening the distance 
hetween St. Louis anu that important point over 
70 miles. 

Forty-eight miles further, through Carroll county, 
it reaches Lexington Junction, ·where another 
branc·h stretches northwesterly 73 miles, through 
Ra,-, {'linton :uH1 Buchanan counties, to St. Joseph, 
with its railroads reaching in the mu.st direct mun
ner, all points in Nehraska, Dakota and the North· 
west. 

Pron1 Lexington .Junction to Kansas 0ity, 42 mile~, 
through Ray and Clay counties, it reaches the west
ern term.inns of the main line, 277 miles from St. 
Louis. Here connection is made with the nnmer
on:; lines stretching out to all sections of the o:reat 
\Vest and Southwest. 

This road is part of the great Gould "combina
tion," and the road or its branches crosses or con
nects with every other railroad in Xorth Missouri. 

CHICAGO AND ALTON. 

Trains on this road leave the Union depot in St. 
Louis, and crossing on the St. Louis bridge, proceed 
up the east bank of the Mississippi River to a point 
opposite Louisiana, in Pike County, where the road 
re-crosses the river to Missouri. From Louisiana, it 
passes through the counties of Pike, Audrain, Boone, 
Randolph., Howard, Saline, Fayette and Jackson, to 
Kansas City. There is nowhere in this or any other 
c.ountry a richer or more beautiful region than that 
through which this roadpa~ses. 

TIIE MISSOURI, KANSAS & TEXAS RAILWAY. 

Starting at Hannibal, the eastern ter•1inns of the 
H:mnilial & St. Joseph Railway, this road runs 
sonthwestwardly through the old settled and rich 
counties of Marion, Ralls, Randolph, and Howard, 
to Boontille, on the :M1ssouri River. Crossing the 
-lfis8onri at Boonville, the road enter" Cooper 

County, through which it passes to Sed.alia, an im
portant railroad center, in Pettis County; thence 
through Henry, St. Clair, and Vernon, into the 
southeastern corner of the State of Kansas, where it 
turns south, through the Indian Territory, to 
Texas. Xo traveler ever passed through a more in
viting country than the southwest counties of l\foo;. 

souri, through ""hich this roau runs. 
This is pre-eminentl0• the leading line of comm uni· 

cation between the North and the Southwest. 

INCREASE OF l\IILEAGE. 

'.rheore are just 3,62i miles of completed railw1"ty, 
in full operation, within the limits of the State of 
Missouri, all having advantageous c.onnection~ in 
every direction with railways in all the States lJor· 
dering on our ov;rn. 

The increase in mileage since' June 30, 1878-thc 
date of the report of the State Board of Railroad 
Commissioners- has been at the rate of 208 miles 
per annum, and the prospects now itre that for the 
present year it will be much greater than the last. 

The- area, of 1\Iissouri is 65,350 square iniles, or 
41,82-!,000 acres, and the population, ns nearly a~ it 
can be ascertained, is 2,300,000. It is divided, in· 
duding St. J,ouis, into one hundred and :dfteen eoun· 
ties -forty·four on the north side of the l\Iissonri 
ltiver and seventy-one on the south. Of tile former 
only two, viz., Harrison and Worth, are \\"ithout any 
railroads, aud both these will lJe supplied the pres
ent year. Of the l:ttter, twenty-five are without any 
railroads, but at least eight of them will be imp plied 
during the year 1880. 

It, therefore, follows that Missouri averages one 
mlle of railroau to every eighteen miles of territory, 
and to every six hundred and thirty-four inhalJi· 
tants. And, :is a matter of fact, our State has now 
more miles of railroad, in proportion to the popula
tion, than either Massaehusetts or New York, and 
more than any of the connti-ies of Europe, exeept 
only England and Belgium. 

The emigrant will :dnd in this State, with Cl!il>Y 
access to railways, uncultivated arnl undeveloped 
lands e:i:ceeding in. area (as they far exceed in 
quality) thll combined area of the entire seven 
States of Massal'hnsett8, '.\Iaryland, Connectieut, 
Delaware, New Hampshire, :Kew ,Jersey and \'er
mont. 

There are more than 12,000 miles of mwigalJle 
rivers in the Mississippi Yalley, and the railroad;; 
more than double the length of the navigable 
rivers. "91 

Missouri, with hervaried agricultural and mineral 
products, and by reason of her admirable system 
of railways, is now, and ie destined ever to be, the 
greatest contributor to the grandeur and glory of 
the Mississippi Valley. 

The late Hon. \Vm. H. Seward said of :i\Ii•souri: 
"I see here one State that i;; capable of assuming 

the great trust of being the middleman, the medi
ator, the common ee'hter between the Pacific and 
Atlantic.; a State of vast extent, of unsurpassed 
fertility, of <;iommercial facilities such as are given 
to no other State on the <:ontinent; a State that 
grapples hold upon Mexico and Central America on 
the south, and upon Russia and British Amerit\a on 
the north, and thron~h whkh is the thoroughfare!<> 
the Golde·n Gate of the Pacific." 
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Postal Facilities. 

There is no State in the Union, with a more thor
ough postal service than l\fiswuri. It is compre
hensive in its scope, affording excellent facilities 
even to neighborhoods remote from railroads, while 
the demands for increased accommodation incident 
to the growth of the State are met by the Post-ofilce 
Department in a liberal, proh'l'essive spirit. 

There are within the borders of the State 15,208 
miles of 

POST.A.I, ROUTES, 

of which 10,426 miles are by stage and horse
hack, 575 miles by steamboat, and 4,207 miles 
by railroad, the whole involving a cost for the year 
1878-9 of $768,904. There are 1,700 post-towns-but 
four States in the Union luwe a greater number. 
These are all ofilces of regiHtration, where letters 
and parcels can be registered for trn,nsmission 
through the mails to all parts of this and foreign 
countries. 

MONEY ORDEHS-DEP.A.RTMENT BUSINESS. 

In 200 of these post-oillces money-orders maybe 
purchased, payable at all similar ofilces in the Uni
ted States, and a portion of them issue orders drawn 
on .Great Brit::tin, France, Germany, Italy, Switzer
land, etc. 

There were issued by the various ofilces in this 
State in the year closing June 30, 1879, money-orders 
in number 261,173, and in amount$3,584,907, and pay-

ment was made il1 number373,711, and to the amount · 
of $6,320, 799. 

The total postal receipts from this State were, for 
1860, $253,824; 1870, $642,616; 1879, $1,124,555. 

GENERAL FACTS. 

St. Louis, from it• acknowledged position as the 
metropolis of the l\Iississippi Valley, has becomt• allo 
important center of postal administration, and it* 
influence fl'om that cause must necessarily gre11.tly 
increase. 'l'his fact luts a matet'ial bearing upon 
the sel'vice throughout the State, insuring dire-~t 

supervision and hn1nediate correction of irregula;?. 
ities. 

Lending into St. Louis are twenty lines of railw:ty, 
all of which are post-roads. Tliis city is located 
abont 1,000 mil<'s west froni New York, arnl lJetween 
these points are four daily railway post-office ser
vices each way, \Vhich not only carry the through 
mails from the ::forth Atlantic seaboard cities, but 
the way-mail also. In addition to the mail routes 
over the railroads centering here are the river routes 
on the .l\Iississippi to the north, and as far south as 
New Orleans, and the routes served hy coaches and 
messengers on horsehack. 

There are in the t:ILate 5G2 telegraph stations 
whence messages can be sent all over the tele
graph world; 2,423 miles of line and G,000 miles of 
wire. 

Trade with the Southwest and Mexico. 

Missouri stands, geographically, at the north
eastern corner of the Southwestern Sti~tes. This 
section embraces a part of Nebraska, nearly all of 
Colorado, and the larger parts of Utal1, Nevada, and 
Dalifornia, and all of Kansas, New Mexico, Arizona, 
the Indian Territory, a small part of Mississippi, 
and the entire States of A.rkansn,s, Louisiana and 
Texas. 

The genc~al physical peculiarities of this section 
are: A temperate elimate; an immense extent of 
navigable rivers, with wide alluvial margins, the 
waters running in one general direction; great 
plains, with and without timber, arnl ranges of 
mountains tmvcrsing the central parts from north 
to south. 

Its natural products embrace almost e>ery VlL

riety, inciuding the fruits· of the tropies, the rice, 
sugar and cotton of the South, the domestic animals, 
and cereals of the temperate zone, and minerals of 
nearly all the principal kinds employed in the arts 
and trade of mankind. 

Nature has endowed this section with more varied 
· and abundant resources for the necessities and 
luxnries o:f the human family than any other equal 
area. lJ.1 relation to it all, Missouri occupies a com
manding position. Iler citizens were the pioneers 

in the exploration and trade of the greater part of 
it. Her :frontier towns have been the entrepots and 
seaports, so to speak, of the great western plains. 
Her fur traders, trappers and voyageurs early 
traced its river courses, traversed its forests and 
plains, and penetrated its mountains. Her men of 
cnte111rise first directed the barge; the keel-boat 
and tho steamer upon its navig,tble streams; .first 
introducc<l the railroad npon its plains, and first 
brought to the uotieo of the world its fertility of 
soil, and its varied and extensive mineral resources. 

The fur trade and the 

TRADE WITII THE INDIA...'l'S 

for a Jong time led settlers into the State und into the 
regions beyoml. Then came men in pursuit of the 
precious metals, an<l then the tillers of the soil. 

'The fur tr:.ttlero ''\>ere, in fact, the pioneers of com8 

inerce antl citrilization, and St. Lou.is and other 
l\Ii.ssouri towns owe their foundations to them . 
. Aitcnnird the tr~ule with Santa J:!1e assnmetl eon
sidcr:.t1Jle 1n·oportions, and the wagon trnins,gua.rdeU 

by armct1 men, to resist the attacks of Indians· and 
other n1arautlors, were for 111any years trn.tcrsing 
tl1e great plains like yessels upon the ocean. 
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It was not until 1817 that the steamboat appeared 

upon the rivers and became an active and potent 

factor in the development of commerce. It pene
trated every stream which contained water enough 

to float it. For many years the settlements of the 

people were principally upon the hanks or in the 

valleys of these navigable sti-eams. Rut the rail
ways coming, opened the interior by extending, U$ 

it were, iron rivers into regions hitherto difficult of 

access. The railways not only ran along the river 

vallevs, but thev erossed them and penetrated tile 

hiils; and it is :i peculiar and notable fact that, while' 

the rivers of all this section east of the Roc1.-y 

Mountains tend to the southeast, the railways gen
er1tlly tend to the southwest, crossing -most of ·the 

streams 1tt right angles. These two factors give to 

Missouri a remarkable advantage in respect to her 

commercial relatio:hs with all the great Southwest. · 

IMPORTANCE 01'' THE TRADE. 

Although riyer rates for transportation are lower 

than railway rates, and although a Bingle down
stream ca._rgo, dra.,vn. in•barges l)y' a stea1ner on the 
Mississippi, sometimes exceeds the capacity of 

thirty-five ordinary raihvay trains to haul, yet the 

number of tons of freight brought to St. Louis last 

year by a single railroad (the Iron llfountain), was 

53C,318 tons, while the total amount of freight 

shipped from St. Louis down the llfississippi was. 

499,040 tons, 
In 18:~6 Texas was a part of Mexico. No\v £he has 

a population one-fourth as large as that of'tHd 

l\Iexicq, and lle_r cotton crop alone is worth more 

than the whole foreign trade of J\Iexfoo, exclusive 

of the iirecious metals. The value or the cotton of 

Texas brought to St. Louis over only two lines of 

railway connecting us with that State, sayhlg noth

ing of cattle and other products, was over fifteen 

million t'iollars last year, an amount which ex
ceedecl all the exports of .Mexico to the trnited 

States, England and France, exclusive of lmllion. 

"'\nd, althongh only an approximate estiuiate ean 

be made of the value <>f goods carried from Missouri 

into Texas, there is no doubt tlrnt they exceed the 

value of tll13 products brought out. 'I'he hest esti

mate is that the value of. the goods embraced in this 

trade Ia~t year exceeded thirty-five million dollars. 

RAPID DEVELOPMENT. 

In 1848 and 1853 file United States• acquired from 

Mexico a considerable territory, which, added to 

that of '.Cexas, made 967,451 square miles. ·This com

bined area has a population of ten or twelve millions, 

and, since the beginning of the present century, has 

annually produced more than half the silver mined 

during the same time in the world. But what is 

very remarkable, as showing the superior enterprise 

and power of Americans, the territory ceded by 

Mexico to the United States has yielded 'since 1S4i 

twice as much silver and gold ·as the territory of 

Mexico retained, and the product of silver and gold 

of Mexico :from 1848 to 1876 was $70'!,000,000. This 

rapid settlement and development show what results 

might be eJ.."Pected if the same sort of· people and 

energy were to take possession of tl1e remaining 

territory of Mexico. Benton pointed to the Pacific 

"Railwav as the road to India, whose trade had en

riched iiations. .Missou1ians can point to their own 

railways, reat1hing out into the marvelous riql111esi 

of the Southwest, as bringing to their doors som'e· · 

thing greate1· and more valuable than the trade of 

Inclia. 
The experience of the last thirty years proves that 

llfissouri is a good State in whieh to establish <"-om

mcrcial agencies bearing upon the trade of the 

Southwest. The climate of Missouri is, 011 the 

whole, fa\·orable to he>Llth and to labor, and the 
produ<'.ts of its manufacturies and the goods gather(,tl 

here hy mereantile enterprise and capital, hay~ 

fonndre._muncrative markets and exchangeable NHH· 

modities in the contiguous territory. Hence, it has 

happened, in ·the natural course of exchange_, tlutt 

the cotton, sugar, <>attle and tropical fruits of the 

Southwest have found their best market in St. JoouiB. 

Especially does Missouri feel the henellts of contig

uity and of eitsy intercourse with a State which, lik<> 

Arkansas, Ila& the climate of I.Faly, and gives her 

the best of cotton and the earliest of fruits ia ''"
chaii.ge for a large portion of her sm·plus commodi
ties. Missouri may well extend her congratulation,, 

to her neighbor, Arkansas, upon her present gr<> w
ing prosperity. The trade of A1·kansas ca1·1·ied over 

the Iron Mountain Riiilroad alone is worth $2.5,000,000 

per annum. 

ll.ELATIONS WITH LOUISIANA. 

'l'he commercial relations of Missouri with the 

State of Louisi:ma are o.f an intimnte and friendly 

character. The iron l·ail connects St, Louis · anrl 

this State with her capital city itnd Iler p,rincipal 

commercial tow11 · ou the upper part of Re'd River, 
and St. Louis Rtcnn1ers reaeh her interior by 

that river and the Ouachita, and ply up ancl 

down her river <loast, where tl1e Mississippi is, in 

trnth, an inland sea, An euterprising company of 

Missourians,, aided by the Government, have, by 

confining the water to one of the principal. passes, 

prcseuterl to the world this inland Ren with an open 

. mouth,longolJstructed,frce of toll ttn<l with snftlci<,nt 

depth of water to fioat the heaviest ship• which 

seek the doeks "of New Orleans. It is diJlicnlt to 

determine t,he extent of the commerce carried on 

betwe~n l\fissou1·i an<l LouiSianrL pro11er, as a la.l'ge 

' part of Missouri merchandise arriving at New Or

leans comes from or goes to distimt States or 

fOreign countries. 111issourians supply the people 

of Lonisiana largely with pork and beef and ln·cad· 

stuffs, and bring back in ret·urn her fniits imd her 

rice and sugar. Some of .. the ex<lellei1t c1otton of 

Louisianit is brought here by rail from Shreveport, 

and preparations are being made to penetrate the 

heart of the State from the north to make the com· 

mercial relations between the two States still more 

intimate and important. 

TRIBUTE 1''RO~! MEXICO. 

'Hitherto the <lommerllial relations of the United 

States with Mexico have been unimportitnt. The 

:Monroe doctrine docs not seem to apply to trade 

and commerce, since the foreign trade of that 

country has been mostly in the hands of th'.e English 

and the French. But of late a considerable change 

has taken place, partly in c.onsequence of the facility 

with which its western coaat may"be approached 

from the ocean by California traders, .and Its gulf 

States by American coasters. Not a line of America.u. 
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railway has yet touched :i\Iexico. Railways, are, 
however, now approaching the borders. Two or 
three lines are now entering the valley of the Rio 
Grande, and another, sturting from the town of 
Atchisont on the '.l\.IisBouri ltiver ~ ll:1S already reached 
.A1buqnerqne, beyond 8anta. Ji'c, and will very soon 
pass on to the Houthwe~t, crt>ssing the Mexican 
State of Sonol'a and re~iclling the Gnlf of California, 
at Guyanrn.s. l\Ii~sourian8 a.re already expioring 
:Mexico a.nd hcco1nii1g interested in her mines and 
plantations. '.l'hey do not Jlnd that repugnance to 
the introtluction of .\mericun settlern which for
merly existml, und the pcople·are becoming willing 
to encourage the building o! railways without being 
fully aware of theit· revolutionary.effect upon their 
<'.ivilizution. Busy scenes of development will fol
low the American locomotive into Mexico. Wb.en 

the ancient halls of ?\Iontezumu hecome an Ameri
can railway station-if the unromantic and sucre
ligious thought may be purdoned-und tl10 harbors 
of Acapul'co, Sun Blas, llfazatian and Guyamas are 
awakened hy the whislle of the locomotive, then 
th'e valleys anrl the mountains und the plains will 
begin to resound wlth the activities of the new 
civilization. Antl, as Cortez outained more V<Lluable • 
tribute from Jlfontezum<L, probably, than Solomon 
received from the queen of i.iheha, so, in far !,"!'eater 
measure, will the uevelopments, whitJh will surely 
follow the American mil way into Mexico, Jlll up the 
wealtht glory and grandeur 6£ the great Houthwest. 

To a large part of these riches ti.nd g-reatness 
"Missouri holus the key. Here is the point of de
parture, the stcire·house of outfit und the home ot 
return. 

Financial Condition of the State and Counties. 

Missouri is the great (~entral State of the American. 
Uni()n. At one time it was u border State; but ii" 
the center of commerce and eivilization in the 
United States has shifted from the .Atlantic coast to 
t;he Valley of the Mississippi, it <mn now be said 
that Missouri is the .centrnl State, both geograph· 
ieally and commercially. Its territory comprises 
more tlum G5,000 square mileH, or about 41,000,000 
acrClil . .00: land; and it has within its borders about 
800 miles of mwlgable stre:ims, besides having the 
Jllississippi River for its eastern and the Missouri 
for half of its western l;oundury. '.l'he Missouri 
Hiver also bisects the State, thus furnishing, t<>· 
gcthcr wiLh its trilJuta,ries, the n.dvantageo of water 
communication to u very large iwrtion of the people. 
'£here are 3,700 miles of completed milwuy in the 
State, and ahout 1,300 miles, in aduition, in process 
of construction. 1 • 

'!'he State is dividcu into 114 counties i•nd one city, 
the latter being u separate municipality, eomhining 
all the governmental functions of both city and 
county. '.l'he counties vary in size, but contai!l on 
an average u.hout 570 .squnro iniles. 1\-lissou.ri is, 
probably, the most diversified in soil, timber und 
natural resources of all kinds, of any State in the 
Union. There are no uriu plains in the State, but 
in· all localities there is an :ilmndauce of hoth water 
and timber fi>r all practical pu11ioses. · 

COMPARISON 0~' Rli!SOURCES AND LIA
BILITrnS. 

The emigrant who prefers prairie can. always 
:find snflicient timher, at low rates, to fence his lrui.d 
until his hedges hm"e matnred. Eve.ry county in 
the State has heen occupied Ulld settled hy a popu· 
liLtion suillciently numerous to construct its puhlic 
buildings and other necessary improvements, and to 
imt into active operation the machinery of govern· 
ment and civilization. These improvements, in 
most localities, J{ave been long since paid for, so 
that tho new-comer, while finding l>l1 ahuudance of 
unoccupieu land, purchasable at u low price, es· 
«apes tho hardships of the pioneer; uud the heavy 

taxes and annoying inconveniences incident to the 
ftrst settling of a new country. '.l'he ftnuncia.! eon· 
ditiou of a State must lJe ascertained and determin· 
ed by a comparison of its resources \Yith its liuhili-· 
ties, and in determining the former, it is allowable 
to estimate, not only such elements of wealth as 
urc the has is of its present iirospcrity, hut also such 
other advantages as the inevitable. progress of 
events will certainly and speedily confer upon its 
citizens. The resources of auy country consist of 
its soil, timber, minerals, water aud wutor·power, 
a11d tuxahle prope1·ty, the energ-y, industry. and 
intelligence of its iuhaLitants, the value of the pro· 
duelions of lts farms, its mining and Inanufn.c.turing 
industries, its (mmpleted railroads :LUd those in pro
cess of const1·uetion, anll the volume of its conuner
cial transactions. The natural .advantages of Mis
souri, so far as it is pertineut tti. mention them 
within the scope of this p:iper, ure the fertility of its 
soil, the alJundauce and variety of its valuulJle tim
her, the richness and inexhaustible quantity of its 
tninerals, the length of the navigab1c 'vuter~courses 
adjacent to and within its borders, the extent of its 
w-::-t.ter-p<.nver for nutnufacturiui;.( purposes, and the 
adaptability of its geographical situation to the 
commercial convenience of the whole CQuntry. 
There are more than 41,000,000 acres of land in 'the 
State, and of this quantity there is comparatively 
little not susceptible of cultivation, and that is 
mostly rich in mineral deposits. Of this immense 
area of lanll there is not n1ore than one~fifth in actual 
cultivation, so that the possibilities of increase hy 
illlmig·rution without subdividing any uf the farms 
already improvou ai·e very great. 

The taxable wealth of the State for rn;s, which is 
the last year for which u full report has been made, 
·was $589,538,085) and it inay .now· be safely asserted 
that the taxable property is more than. ~600,000,000, 
which increase has occurred during lL pe1'iod of 
extreme :financial depression, aud ·shows very 
favorallly for the indu:;try and energy of the 
people. 

The prodnctions and exports for the last ten 
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years conclusively demonstrate that J\Iissonri i3 
fast approaehiug the front rank amongst the grain 
and stock-growing States. 

STATE DEBT AND TAXATION. 

The State. dcht, iwcording to the State Auditcr's . 
last re1wrt, is $16,758,000. 'l'his mostly grew out of 
tl;le various issues of bonds given in.aid of railroads, 
and bears interest at the rnte of six per cent. per 
annum. To lir(liidate this debt the Constitution 
1:r<H'irlcs for the annnal levy of taxes, now Jlxed by 
hiw at twenty cents on the $100 of the valuation. 
\Vith the snm thus raised the interest of the debt is 
:first to be paid, and of the. reil).aillder not less than 
$2.50,000 is to be set apart as a sinking :fund for the 
purchase and retirement' of the bonds themselves. 
Renee, in a few· years, 'With the vast increase in 
the ta.xable wealth, which is sure to come, the 
whole of the debt will be extingnished. There 
is an additional State tax of twenty cents on the 
~100 for current expenditures, a large share.of which 
is devoted to the support of the eommou s<ihools. 
'.l'his tax is ample for the purpose.s for which it is 
intended, and there is a constitutional provision 
that it shall be reduced to fifteen cents 011 the $100 
as soon as the taxable property of the State shall 
aggregate a total valuation of .$900,000,000. The 
levies for State indehtedness and expenditures, it 
will be noticed, are determinedly fixed by the 
organic Jaw, and in the nature of things inust grad
ually decrease until a mere nominal levy of fifteen 
cents on the $100 will be all that the State can .re
quire :from the citizen. The State, and all its muni
<Ji1ial subdh·isions, whether conn ties, cities or towns, 
are forbidden by the Constitution to loan their 
credit to any corporation, so that theN is no methocl 
by which the public indebtedness can b(l incre1ised 
in the usual way. Owing~to the great zeal of the 
l>eople to forward publi<1 improvements o:f all kinds, 
a municipal indebtedness, aggregating, according 
to the Auditor's last report, lji35,727,566.49, has been 
contracted. Of· this amount the debt of the city of 
St. Louis is shown to constitute $22,712,000, leaving 
for the agricultural portion of tile State and the 
other cities, towns, townships and school districts 
only a little ovel' $13,000,00~. A large amount ofthis 
local indebtedness has been, and much more is, in 
the course of being compromised by the various 
municipalities at from fifteen to eighty cents on the 
dollar. The present organic law prevents any 
municipality from contracting liabllitiesrin any one 
fiscal year beyond the amonnt of the levy made for 

, that year, and iu no county can the rate of taxation 
for local purposes, aside from the school tax, exceed 
:tlfty cents on the $100 of valuation, unless two· 
thirds of the voters shall assent to the levy of a 
lai·ger sum. Neither can the school tax in country 
distriets exeeed :forty cents on the $100 without tho 
consent of the tax-payers, to be obtained by a vote 
of the majority of the residents. 

These provisions render it absolutely certain that 
the emif,'l'ltut who may come to. Missouri can 
escape the burdensome local. ta."l:ation which exj;lts 
in some of the States. 

The average tax levy for all purposes in Missouri 
is ahout $1.30 on the $100; adding to this 70. cents on 
the $100 for the payment of bonded indebtedness, 
ivhere it exists, there is an average o:f $2 on the 

$100, as the rate, and a certainty of its steady de
crease. This is given as ·nn a.yerage, and, while in a 
few counties the tax rate is higher, in th~ majority 
it is much lower. To ascertnin Whether or not this 
is a low rate of taxtition it 1nay be compnred with 
'the rates in some of the neighboring States, and 
comparative examination of their financial eondition 
also may be briefly niade: By the report of tho State 
Auditoi· oi Kansas for the year ending June 30, 1878, 
the tax levy for Stat;e purposes is shown to be M 
cents ou the $100, aud the average levy for local 
debts and expenses $3.82 on the $100, making a total 
average tax of $4.37 on the )flOO. This is certainly 
very onero1is and embarrassing >vhen compared 
with ,the rute of taxation for this State. 'rhc tnx
able property of Kansas in 1878 aggregated the sum 
of $138,698,810.>18, and the 1\lcal indebtedness was 
reported by. the State Auditor at ~13,473,197.51, 

whieh enormous amount, as· proportioned to the 
total taxable wenlth of the State, is tlie manifest 
cause of such burdensome local tax11tiou. In Ne
braska the tax levy for State purposes alone is 62.\ 
eents on the $100, exclusive of taxes to pay local 
debts and expenses. 

COMPARATIVE TAXATION STATIS'l'ICS: 

I.11 Iowa, the average rate of _taxation for the. year 
1878 was $2.67 cents on the $100. In lllinois the tax 
levy for the year 1877, the last given in the audit.or's 
report, was $3.24 on the ~100, arnl the hHinl indebted
ness of that State was then the sum of $51,811,691. 

Thus, it is clear that Jlfissouri has a lower mte bf 
taxation than any of the neighboring States above 
mentioned, and iu this re•pcct; particularly, . to say 
nothing of her other cou'fitless advantages, oifcirs 
superior indu<iements to the lwme-seeJ,:ing erni· 
grant. It must be remembered, td'o, as has been 
heretofore stated, that the rtite of tn.xation in J\fis· 
souri must continually doerease every year until 
only a suffieient amount of taxes to liquidate current• 
expenses will be colle<".ted. Most of the local im
provements in this State al'e completed iti1d pltid 
for, so that the new settler Jinds the school-house 
built and the school in succ1essftll operation, the 
eounty road" laid out and conHtrncted, the bridges 
built and the churches erected in every cottnty. 

There are twenty counties that have no indebted
ness whatever, and forty more the debt of whieh is 
merely nominal; 'o that it is easy for those who 
choose, to.locate themselves in counties where the 
burden of tnxation will be lighter thnn in any other 
portion of the United States. 

HOW THE STATE WIJ,L LIQUIDATE. 

£hen, what has Missouri to rely upon to liquidate 
a State indebt;edness of sixteen milliou dollars, and 
a local imhllitec1uess of thirty-five million dollars, 
and to develop, build up nnd sustain her in her 
struggle to reiieh and maintain the first place among 
the States of the American Union in educational 
facilities, in the af,"l'i<mltural, manufacturing and 
mining industries of the. country, to which position 
many of her most enterprising and far-seeing 
<litizens claim she is justly entitled? '.l'he propo
sition is easily answered: 

1. A mild and Mlubrious climate, without tho 
extreme cold Of high northern latitudes, aud with· 
out the long continued heat to which States farther, 
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south are subject, and entirely free from those 
malignant and contagious diseases by which 'the 
citizens of some por.tions of the country have been 
scourged in past years. 

2. An active, industrious, energetic, and thrifty 
populution, blessed with mentl\1 undphysical health, 
now numbering at least two und a lrnlf millions of 
iree citizens, and increasing n1ore rapidly in popu· 
lation and wealth than at any previous period of the 
history of the Sta to. 

3. l\Iore than forty-one million acres of Jana, con
sisting of agricultural, grazillg and n1ineral la.nds, 
tlivided into broad, smooth, alluvial bottoms, covered 
,;,ith timber, and high, undulating prairie, with a rich 
and diversified soil, adapted to produce in unlimited 
quantities all the grains, grasses, fruits and vegot11-
hles found in this latitude. 

4. No section of the country is better suited to 
the rearing of live stock; and the horses, mules, 
<'attic, sheep and hogs, now in the State, number 
more thttn seven millions, and are annually increas
ing rapidly. 

5. '.rhe very best educational advantages, consist
ing of a State University, munificently endowed; 

three normal schools foi· the instruction of white, 
and one for the instruction of colored teachers: a 
school of mines; a magui:llcent sy•tem of graded 
common schools in active operation, there being 
nearly9,000school districts in the State, and an equal 
number of school-houses, valued at about $9,000,000. 

6. J\Iauufacturiug industries of various kinds, the 
annual products amounting to nearly $.100,000,000. 

• 7. Thirty-seven hundrecl rniles of completed rail
road, now in active and successful operation, '\Vhieh, 
together with that in process of construetion, will 
give the people of the State at leas1; 5,000 miles of 
railroad by the first day of ,January, 1882. 

SUJ\ll\IARY. 

Considering the resour~es and advaatages just 
enumerated, there cm1 1Je little doubt that, in a com
paratively short time, J\Iissouri will be entirely free 

. from all kinds of indebtedness, both State and local, 
and that the future greatness of the State is as well 
assur.ed as its present prosperity. '.!.'here is ample 
room and 'a corcl.ial welcome for all who may desire 
to aid in the development of its extraordinary nat· 
ural resources. 

Homestead, Exemption, Dower and Taxation Laws: 

The laws Of l\fissouri reserve ·from execution, in 
the hands of every head of ii family living in tile 
country, a homestead, consisting of one hundred 
and sixty (160) acres of land, not cxl!eeding ~l,500 in 
·"~nlue; to every head of l1 fa1nily, in citicH of over 
40,000 inhabitantB, n. hom.estoad, consiRting of not 
1nore than eig·hteen "'square ro<ls of ground, und of 
a valuation· not exceeding ~:~ 1 000; and, in citie.s 
and towns of less than 40,000 inh(tbitauts, a home
stead, e.onsisting of not iuore thun thirty s11nare 
ro<ls of ground, and of the value of not more titan 
$1,500. 'l'hns, it i8 seen that it farmer's homestead, 
in l\Iissouri, consists of one hundred and sixty 
acres of laud, and the improvements thereon, not 
Cxeeediug, in vali1e, $1,500; the ho1nestead of the 
residents of the smaller towns is of the same 
value; while that allowed to the inhabitants of St. 
Louis, 8t. Joseph and Kansas City, where land is 
more valuable, and the cost of living greater, is 
fixed at $:!,000. 

'l'he Jaw endeavors to strike a jnst balance between 
the policy, which prevails in some of the States, 
allowing no horne§itead reservation to the debtor, 
and the extravagant polieywhich has just been con
sidered. In ;\lissouri, the homestead is in the nature 
of a lien orcharge, in favor of the wife and children, 
upon certain property of the husband, defined in 
extent, ancl limitcd in value. A dee1'm1tiou of what 
this property is, may he reeorded in the oillce of the 
Recorder of Deeds, ancl notice is thns imparted to 
all persons having dealings with the owner, that 
this particulltr property is not subject to execution, 
and that they ought not to give credit on the faith 
of it. '.l'he State, under this head, provides that: 
"Ally married woman may Jlle her claim to the tract 

or lot of land occupied or claimed by her and her 
husband, or by her, if abandoned by her husband, 
as a homestead. Said claim shall set forth the tract 
or lot claimed, that she is the wife of the person in 
whose nanie the said tract or lot appears of record, 
and said claim shall !Je ackno,vlcdged hy her before 
some oJlicer authorized to take proof or acknowl
edgment of instrmncnts of '\Titing affecting real 
estate, and be 11led in the Recorder's office, and it 
shall be the duty of the I:ccorder to receive.and 
record the same. .l.fter the filing of such clttims, 
duly aclrnowlcdged, the busb:tnd shall !Jc debarred 
fron1, ttnd incapable of, selling, mortgaging and 
alienating the homestead in any manner whatever, 
and such sale, n1ortgage or alienation is hereby 
declared null and void; and the liling of any such 
clain1s, as aforesaid, with the llecorder, shall impart 
notice tQ all persons of the contents thei·eof, and all 
subsequent purchasers, and mortgagors, shall be 
deemed, in faw and equity, to pnrcllase with notice; 
provided, however, that nothing herein contained 
shall be so construed as to prevent the husband and 
·wife f1·on1 joinily conveyingt inortgaging, alienating, 
and, in any other n1anner, dispOsing of such hoine
stead, or any part thereof." 

Such a law, while securing the benefits of a home
stead to the debtor, works no injustice to the credi
tor. He s~es that the debto1: h'as certain property 
recorded as his homestead. He never gives credit 
on the faith that this property will be subject to his 
execution; but he looks simply to the other proper· 

· ty of the debtor, or to the state of bis busine8s and 
his character for honesty. 
It may be added that the Supreme Court of this 

State has construed the homestead laws liberally, 
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with the new of carrying out the benevolent pur-" 
pose:-;t of the Legislature. H tlie dehtor is ignornnt 
<n- tin1id, vrhen the ~heri1I enines with an execution 
to levy and fail" to claim his right of homestead, 
hi~ fa.~Hy nre JH)t, therefore) to· ue turned out of 
dv-o;,~b. The ~ herHI lnu~t snm1non appraiAers nncl 
set the home . .;tead apart, 'vhethcr the debtor clain1s 
it or not: nnd if he doe" not do this his oale will pass 
no title to the purehaser so far a; the dehtor's" 
lwme,tead is eoueemed. If the delltor makes a 
conveyance of property embracing his fmnily hon1e
.eteud, fur ti1e 1}u1·po;,;;e o:f hli1.Ueringor defrauding his 
.eredi torB·, !bis dues not work a. fo~·feiture of his 
humestead right; hi~ wrongful :.i.et is not thus to he 
appealed to in prejudice of his wife and children_ 
If the cruelty of the husband drives the wife from 
the homeste;d, this does 11ot put an end to her in
terest in the homestead. She may return and claim 
it after his death, and his administrator must set it 
apan for her. 

EXEJl!PTIOXS OF PERSOXAL PROPERTY. 

Pursuing the same wise and benevolent policy 
the statutes provide that the following personal 
propertr shall be exempt from attachment and exe
cution when owned by the head ot a family. "L 
Ten bead of ehoiee hogs, ten head of choice sheep, 
and the product thereof in wool, yarn or doth; two 
cowa and calve:-;, two plO'\l'S, one axe, one hoe, and 
one set of plow gearf!, and all the necessary farm 
implements for the use of one man. 2- Two work 
animals, of the value of one hundred and filty dol
lars_ 3. The spinning-wheel and cards, one loom 
and npparatus, nece,;sary for manufacturing cloth 
in a prirnt<> family_ 4. All the spun yarn, thread 
and cloth m:mufactured for family use. 5. Any 
quantity of hemp, fhL"'< and wool, not exceeding 
twenty-fiye pounds each- 6. All wearing apparel 
of the family, four beds, with usual bedding, and 
such other household and kitchen furniture, not 
exceeding the value of one hundred dollars, as may 
be necessary for the family, agreeably to an inven -
tory thereof, to be returned, on oath, "ith the exe
cution, by the oflieer whose duty it may be to levy 
the san1e. 7'. The neccsbftlJ tool.sand implements 
<>f trade c1f any mechanic, while carrying on his 
trade. 8. Any and all arms and military equip
ments "required by law to be kept. 9. All such 
prodsions as may be on hand for family use, not 
exeeeding one hundred dollars iu value. 10. The 
bibles and other books used in a family, lettered 
gravestonest and one pew in a house of worship. 
ll. .All l~i.yyer5, physicians! n1inlster~ of the gosPel 
and teachers, in th<! actual prosecution of their 
calling, shall have the privilege of selecting such 
books ru; i;hall be necersary to their profession, in 
the place of other property herein alluwed, at their 
option; and doctors of medicine, in lieu oi other 
property ex<'mpt from execution, may be allowed 
to select their medieincs." 

In lien o! thiB property each head of a family 
may, at his eleetion, Beleet nud hold eltempt from 
execution an;;- other property, real, personal or 
n~ixed., c•r debts or '\ntges not exceeding in value 
the a"moum of three hundred dollars- The Legis-. 
llftture of the $tnte has wi•eiy c-0nsidered that 

- the debtor ought not to be µernlitterl to plead 
i>overty as against the claims of creditors 
equally necessitous_ It is accordingly provided 

thr.t the foregoing exemption cannot be claimed 
whei1 the debt is for wages dne to a house 
servant <1r common laborer to the extent of $(10, 
and when the action to recover the sn.mc is 

1 1!rought \Vithin six months after the last services 
" were rendered_ Xor can the purchaser of goods 

make this law an instrument of fraud by claiming 
goods w!iich lie has purcha;;ed on credit against an 
exec.uti<)ll for the purchase money_ 

IHGHTS 01" MARRIED WOMEN. 
State legislation is extremely careful of the rights 

of married women. If a. wife is unjustly abandoned 
bv her husband, the Circt1it Court will sequester h!s 
p~operty for the pm1,ose of maintaining her and the 
children of the marriage_ If he abandons her, or 
from worthlessness or drunkenness fails to support 
her, the com·t will not only allow her to sell her own 
real estate »ithout his joining in the deed, hnt will 
require any person holding money or property to 
which he may be entitled in her right, to pay the 
money over to her. 1-Under such circumstances, 
she is entitled to the proceeds of her own earning" 
and those of her mino"r children. 2-If her real es
tate is damaged for railroads, or other pnlllic works, 
the damages accrue exclusively to her. If her hus
band gets into the penitentiary, she becomes to all. 
intents and purposes a femme sole- 4-And if he, 
by ill usage, eompels her to live separate and apart 
from him, she may elaim the sole and exclusive en
joyment of her property as if she were unmarried- · 
Rents, issues 11Pnd proJits of her real estate cannot 
be taken in execution for his "debts, except when 
contracted for family necessaries_ Moreover, by a 
very broad statute lately enacted, a wife may hold 
all her personal property free from ber husband's 
control and e:oempt from liability for his debts_ I! 
he becomes intiompetent to lead in the marital "part
nership, she may take the reins in her hands, engage 
in trade, buy and sell ~oods, accumulate prope"rty, 
and no act of his will create a charge upon it. 
Finally, at his death, the family homestead descends 
to her and the children, if :my there be, to be held 
by her for life; if there be any children, in common 
with them; if not, hy herself alone. She also takes 
dower in one-third of all the real estate of which 
her husband may have been seized at any time 
during marriage, in which she has not conveyed 
her right of dower, diminished; however, by the 
homestead which is set apart to her? She takes 
also a child's share of his personal estate; and, in 
addition to all this, she is allowed to retain as her 
absolute property a large amount<>f personality. 

TAXATION. 
Tbe constitution places it beyond'the power of reck

less or.dishonest publie agents to burden the peo1ile 
with excessh-e taxation. Taxes for State purposes, 
exclusive of the taxes necessary to pay the bonded 
debt of the State, cannot exceed twenty cents on 
the hundred dollars valuation; and whenever the 
taxable property of the State shall amount to $900, -
000,000 the rate shall not exceed fifteen cents. The 
rate of taxation for county, city, town and school 
pnrpoRes is likewise strictly limited_ Counties, 
cities, towns, townships and school districts cannot 
become indebted beyond the revenue provided for 
each year, without a two-thirds vote of all voters 
therein, nor, in any event, to an amount exceeding 
Jive per cent. on the value of the tamble property. 
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Universities, Colleges .and Academies of Missouri. 

The educational institutions of Missouri are 
divided into two groups, the private schools and· 
the State schools. The idea of nniversiil educa
tion is in tl1is State passing into realization along 
these two lines of movement. For the sake of dis. 
crimination, under private schools are included all 
those educational institutions and enterprises not 
under the direct control and patronage of the 
State. 

Nearly all the leading varieties of religions senti· 
ment in Christendom are actively engaged in the 
work of education in lliissouri. In the history of 
the country, as well as in the history of civilization, 

THE CHURCH AND THE SCHOOL 

· have always gone together. They stand together 
in l\fissouri, and greatly diversify and strengthen 
the attractions for drawing hithe1· the population 
of aJl the civilized countries of the world. 

Contrary to cu1Tent impressions, and somewhat 
consequent on the state of fact just indicated, there 
is throughout l\Hssouri a pe1·vasive intelligence, 
tolerance of differences of opinion ari.d of faith and 
liberality of spirit. The l>opulation of the State, so 
quiet, well-to-do, and unpretentious, is, in large 
part, made up of the growth from the choice seed 
grain of the older and more eastern Rtates, north 
and south. To a large extent families of. character 
and fortune have come hither in former days, that 
several homes might be.provided for the young out 
of the proceeds of the old homestead in the older 
settlements. But the days of pioneer life have gone 
by,, and the· educational enterprises liberally pro· 
jected by a·former generation are actively engaging 
the best energies and the best thought of · the 

·present. 
A good feeling prevails amongst these dllferent 

schools. Each attends to its o·wn work in its own 
way in caring tor the patronage of its own people 
and the community at large, as a good neighbor of 
every other worker. A most liberal and impartial 
legislative policy is pursued by deal.ing with all 
alike before the law, whether in the maintenance of 
vested rights or in the matter of taxation. By con
.stitutional provision all property actually used for 
school and· religious 'purposes may be exempted 
.from taxes, and the same· constitution most ex
plicitly interdicts all discrimination, and also all 
.tavor or partiality. 

Throughout her history Missouri has exemplified 
the argus-eyed care with which the genius of 
.American in.stitutions has ever guarded religious 

:freedom, and also the great i)1timacy of its asso· 
ci!Ltion from the beginning with the work of educa
tion in itll its' phases. In the :Missouri Territorial 
Act of 1812 it is enunciated, in clear and unmistak
able language, ftS a public policy, that schools and 

. the menus of education shall be encouraged and 
provided for. 

The second leading part of the educational work 
is in the hitnds of the State. In the original organ· 
ization and admission of Mi9souri, provision was 
explicitly made in the fundamental law for both 

TliE LOWER AND THE HIGHER EDUCATION. 

. The entire sixth article of the :first constitu
tion is devoted to providing for common schools, 
of which there. are now about ten thousand in 
the State, "and a university fo1· the promotion 
of literatu1·e, and the arts and sciences." It 
should be said, therefore, to the honor of the 
founders of the commonwealth of Missouri, that 
provision for the higher education as well as for 
the lower, was no after-thought. It is not some· 
thing that has been thrust upon the State by any 
recent or reconstruction measures; but the idea of 
the distinct schools and of the university 'vas in· 
corporated into the very life of the s'tate at its birth, 
and now Yitalizes its best hopes of the future. The 
uni vers!ty contemplated in the formation of the 
State, has been in active operation for about fortv 
years, il.nd has attained a llOSition with its faculty 
of thirty professors, six hundred students and three 
quarters of a million of property, 'vhich, at the 
present, places it in favorable co.mparison 'llith the 
leading institutions of the country. When its work 
and the work of the private schools, academies and 
colleges are taken into consideration, the opinion 
may be intelligently and fairly uttered that the 
people of l\Iissouri have no longer any occasion to 
send ,their sons and their daughters out of the State, 
for the purposes of higher education. Their chil· 
dren can obtain within the State as good an educa
tion as they can :find without and will have the 
additional advantage of growing up with those with 
whom they Will b.e associated in after life, and of 
strengthening the institutions whose interests they 
themselves may be expee.ted to share in adminis· 
tering, not to speak of the economy and :financial 
advantages consequent upon patronizing home 
institutions. 

As to the colored people, the State has made a 
most liberal separate provision for their common 
schools, and in Lincoln Institute, for their normal 
and higher educatio.n. 

l!'ree Schools of the State (Outside ~f St. Louis). 

It has been asserted bv some and assumed bv 
·others, who do not knpw the :facts, that a public 
spirit of opposition to free schools dominates.legis
lation in Missouri. On the. other hand, Missourians 
-claim that no policy of government is more :firmly 
Tooted in the affections ·of the people or more • 

securely established than the purpose to extend 
the advantages of a liberal education to aJl classes. 

It is diilicult to conceive of a greater misrepresen· 
tation than that which exhibits this State ·as either 
indifferent to the cause of.public education or com· 
.paratively1Jackward in its development. 
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No State in the A!nerican lrnion has ever mani• 
fested more zeal in the cause o:f PO:{lular education 
than Missouri; nor is her present attitude the man: 
ifestatiou of a new impulse. When she began her 
existence as a State she began an earnest e:ffort in 
behalf of education, and there has been no abate· 
ment of tbat effort, unless the unavoidable inter-" 
ruption of the course of events during the civil 
war be so regarded; and he who charges that the 
State is opposed to :free schools, or ever has been; 
is challenged to name that State which :fills his 
ideal, educationally, and invited to a comparison of 
the·temper of the two States on the subject. 

No lengthy comparisons will be instituted, but an 
exhibit will be made of the work done in Missouri. 

Massachusetts is taken almost univel'sally as the 
, standard of measurement for other States. Tbe 
State re1iorts of , · 

M:ASS.A.CHUSETTS .A.ND MISSOURI, 

for 1879, sbow that in the,former there was applied to 
the education of every child of school age the sum 
of $13.71-in the latter, $4.37. 

But it must be remembered that school age in 
Massachusetts is between five and :fifteen years; in 
Missouri between six and twenty; a difference of 
!our years in scbooL 

Tbe diJference is not, therefore, so great as at 
:first appeared, and the amount ei-pended, is, of 
itself, no criterion of popular interest in education. 
City schools necessarily cost vastly more tban 

, country schools, and in a State with a denser popu
lation and a large preponderance of towri, Ol' city 
schools the per capita is largely increased, and this 
amount will be affected by the cost of living and 
other causes. 

Massachusetts h11s one school for every one and 
twenty-two hundredths square miles of area, while 
Missouri has one for e•ery six and t\>enty-:ilve hun
dredths. nut this fact has no value, by itself, in de
tennining the relati•c zeal of the two people in the 
same cau•e. Density of population detennines tbe 
necessity for a given numlJer of schools. :Massa-
1.,husetts, 'with little more thmi'one-ninth of the area 
of Missouri, had, in 1870, nearly sLx sevenths as much 
population. 

But, insupport of tbe proposition that uo State 
has given better e\"idence of de'\"otion to the cause 
of public education than Missouri, one C-Omparison 
with the admitedly model Stitte of l\Iassaclmsetts, is 
su:llicient. 

Tbe report 'of the Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Boartl of Education, for 18~9, states the "per cen
tage of Yaluation appropriated for public scbools" 
as two and seyenty-two one hundredth mills. In 
Missouri it was O'\·er :ilve mills. That is, every tax
paying Missourian paid nearly twice as much for 
the maiutenance of public schools on the same 

'amount (or value) of property as t!le ta.'C-payer of 
Massachnsettl". ., 

Taking the present number of scbools in Massa· 
ehusetts, and the number in Missouri in 1870, and 
comparing them with the population of the two 
States in 1870-thus ghing the former State the ad
vantage of ten years of growth-it is demonstrated 
that M:assaclmsetts• present number of sch0<>1S is 
equal to one far eYery 200 of population, while Mis
l!OUri's ten years ago, was one for every 245. The 
yearly average increase in the number of schools 

-· ... ·--'---'-- --·-····----··· -~ -------
in Massachusetts (Ori tbe basis of increase between 
76·and 79) was :tlve and one-thh-d. In Missouri the 
average for ten years was 300. 

Neither Massachusetts, nor any othel' State, can 
. point to any schools which sru'.l'ass the schools of 

St. r,ouis, Kansas City, St. Joseph, and otber Mis· 
sour! cities, in systematic management, thorough 
drill and effective work. , Again, no State in the 
Union bas laid broader, deeper, and more securely, 
tbe foundation of a liberal, universal and e:fllcien t 
system of public schools than Missouri. 

To show how thoroughly Missouri is committed 
to the cause of :free schools, it is only necessary to 
learri what she bas done toward their maintenance. 

The third proposition of the Act of Congress of 
MllXCh 6th, 1820,, permitting Missouri Territory to 
form a State government, declared that :tlve per 
cent. of the net pl'oceeds of the sales of public 
lands within the ter1itory" should be reserved, after, 
January, 1821, for making roads and canals--thl'ee· 
:fifths to be used in the State, and two-filths in con
structing a road or roads to the State. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISI9~S. 

The convention which assembled in July, 1820, in, 
, pursuance of this Act of Congress, requested such 
a modi:ilcation:of this proposition as would permit 
the whole of tbe five per cent. to be used in the 
State for the purposes named "and tbe promotion 
of education within the State." Tlms, the people of' 
Missouri manifested a solicitude for tbe education 
of their children in the outset of tbe State Govern
ment. And wben it is remembered that Congress 
had o:ffered, and tbey had accepted, the magni:ficent 
guts of tbe sixteenth section of every township of
land for schools of tliose townships, and thiJ:ty-six: 
sections of land for tbe use of a seminary of learn
ing. (the State University). the request for further· 
aid in this direction shows that they regarded the 
question pf education as one of transcendant im· 
pottance. 

The article on education in the Constitution of· 
1820 (.Art. YI.), contained only two ~ections. The 
11rst section provided that " schools and the means 
of education shall forever be encouraged in ·this 

1 State," and directed the Legislature to preserve the 
!'Cbool lands :from waste, and to apply the proceeds 
of any sa.l'es whicli should be made "in strict con· 
formity to the object of the grant." It also directed 
that one or more schools sliould be established in 
every township as soon as practicable (that is, as 
soon as there were sufficient funds on hand), and 
necessary. Tbe ~second section provided for the 
care of the seminary or university lands. 

The article on education in the Constitution, 
adopted in 1865 (Art. DC.), has nine s.ections. The 
:tlrst reads, "A generat diffusion of knowledge and 
intelligence being essential to the preservation of 
~he i·ights and liberties of the people, the General 
Assembly shall establish and maintain free' schools, 
for the gratuitous instruction of ,all persons in this 
State between tbe ages of :five and twenty-one 
years."' 

Section 2 provides that sepal'ate schools for ehil
dren'()f African descent :inay be estabiished; 

Section _3 .~reates a Board of Education, to c.;nsist. 
of the State Superintendent, Secretary of State ·and_ 
.'l.ttorney-Genera.I. 
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Section 4 provides for maintenance of the Uni· 
versity, with departments in teaching in agriculture 
and 'in natural science. 

Section 5 describes anct pe11)etuates the public 
school fund, arnl directs the application of its in
co111e. 

Section 6 requires the titate' fund to be invested 
only in United States bonds (amended in 1870 so ILS 
to permit investment in l\Iissouri State bonds), and 
the county funds to ]JC loaned. 

Section 7 requires the maintenance of schools for 
at least three months in the year as the condition 
of receiving nny part of the income of the public 
school fund, nnd permitted the Legislature to pro· 
vicle for con1pulsory ~dncntion. 

Section 8 provided for local taxation for schools. 
Section 9 provides for the reduction of ltmds, 

money or other property held for school pm1ioses 
into the pu!Jlic school fund. 

The nrticle on education in the Constitution 
adopted in 1875 (Art. XI.) contains eleven sections. 
The first is nn exMt reproduction of the same .sec
tion of the Constitution of 1SG5, except a change of 
.school 1\ge from between :five ancl8twenty-one, .to 
bet\\"cen six mid twenty. 

Section 4 adds the Governor to the State Board of 
Education. 

Section 7 requires the annual approprhttion of 25 
per cent. of tho 8tnto's revenues, exclusive of the 
interest and si11king funds for tho nutintenanec of 
schools. [This is the first appearance in the 01·ga11ie 
law of a provision for tile applicat.ion of the ordi· 
nnryr£lVCnue to education.] ' 

Section 11 forllids the appropriation of nny public, 
money ill aid of" any religious creed, church or sec· 
tarian purpose," or to sustai1tany school e.outrollcd 
by any religious ·creed, church or sectarian denomi
nation. 

These, Virith a fc,v minor and ilumatm·ial changes~ 
and 'vith better provisions for the State University, 
are the only additions to the same article of the 
Constitution of 18155. 

But section 43, of article IV, of the present Consti
tutionfDrns the order in which the Genernl Assembly 
shall mnke appropriations of money, and prohibits 
any appropriation until that which has lll"ecedence 
in this order has been made. Now the third item in 
the list is" for free pul>lic school purposes." The 
seventh, and lltst, is "for the pay of the General 
Assembly," etc. 

In so far, therefore," as the will of the people is 
expressed in the organic la.v.r, the scnti1nent of 
Miswuri has always been clenrly and forcibly stated 
in behalf of ]lnblic schools. 

There nre three other means of testing public sen
timent: The attitncle of rcprcsentnti\'e citizens, 
the provisions of the Statutes nnd the" chnracter of 
the schools. Only a few references can here be 
made-n sufficient nmnllcr to Jcaye no doubt in :my 
mind that, universal educntion has nlwnys been a 
cardinal principle with onr statesmen and political 
leaders. 

GOVERNORS' l\IESSA.GES. 

In 1820, Governor Miller's messnge to the Legisla
ture recommended that " education and tile diffu
sion of useful knowledge * * * * should receive the 
_greate.st attention.'' * * * * " Education is the 
·COrner·stone of free and republican governments. 

Monarchies arc supported and defended by st:ind
ing armies, vdlile republics repose upon the intelliw 
gence and Yb:ttie of the people. Hence, it is the 
peculiar duty of the latter to promote and diffuse 
the blessings of education throughout the whole 
hody of its eitizcns. 

In the n1cssn.ge of Governor Dunklin, in 1831, the1;e 
is an earnest plea for the establishment of lL uni
versity and the encouragement of free schools. He 
argues: "In no country is it so pre-eminentlyim
portan1'as it is in this to promote ngeneral diffusion 
o~ kncnvledge." · 

In 183fi, Governor Boggs declared: "Education is 
a subject of abiding interest to t.he people, and de
mands the fostering care of the Legislature." 

In his inaugur:il address, in rnl4, Governor Eel
.wards said: "Bttt, of all subjects, that ot"education 
is the most important." * * * "It should be in ad
vitnce of all other subjects of legislation." 

In 1849, Governor King siticl of the common school 
system: " It is emphatically the cause of the 
people; " and " advises its elevation to the fore
most pl:tce in the care and councils of the repre
sentatives of the people"" 

In 1858, Goyernor Stewart declared: "The chief 
corner-stone nnd crowning glory of our educational 
facilities is the State." 

Such cxpres.,ions as these may ll.e found in the 
n1essnges and pul)lic addresses of the other Gov
ernors of Missouri. 'They cover, as will he seen, the 
period of the State's hisi,01·y ante-dating the war; 
and, taken in conuedion with constitutional pro
visions, den10nt3trate the zeal of our people in 
behalf of populnr education. 

'1'he attitude of l\Iissouri Governors since 1860 has 
been earnest and consistent in adyocacy and aid 
of public schools. The first Govcrno1•, after a 
chnnge of the rwlitieal administration, since the 
war, said: "I <lo not believe that any party ought to 
be in contr(ll of the destinies of Missouri which is 
opposed to public schools." (Inaugural of Grr\"ernor 
·woodson.) And iifissouri's present Governor, in all 
of his Jong public life, Juts manifested his zeal for 
the cause by numerous public speeches and State 
papers, and by an n C\t!ve personal participation in 
the work of establishing nnd building up our 
schools. 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS. 

Up to the year 1839, legislation wns con.fined to 
local acts, the incorporation of school-boa1·cls, sem
in:uies and ncademies, aud to the preservatio;n and 
disposition of school funds and lnnds. But this 
legislation is stamped with the e»ident determina
tion of the l:nr-making body to foster and enconrage 
the education of the people. 

In 1839, a geneml system for the State, with a. 
State Superintendent, was established. It was sub· 
jected to various moclitications and clnmges, as the 
circun1DLa11ces of increasing population and ex
perience seemed to demand; but it ne>er ceased to 
exist as a gener:.i.l and uniform system, controled by 
the State. 

In 18'33, there was a general revision of. the school 
Jaw. A majority of the best and most important 
provisions of the present law were then adopted. 
Twe11ty ·five per cent. of the State's ordinary 
rc>enues was set apart for schools, annually. 
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PRESENT CHARACTER AND SYSTElI. 

In reference to the present law, and system, two 
facts mav be stated: The "Department of Snper
intcnde,;ce" of the National }Jducational -_\.ssocia
tion mmnimously adopted the report of a committee 
appointed to outline "the best system of schools 
fur a State." 11. comparison of the l\rissouri system, 
-with the suggestions of tbh; report, and its n.cco1n
panying analysis of all the State systems, shows 
tllat oars possesses as many, if not more, of the 
features approved and recommended in that report 
n.s the systan1 of .any other State. 

'.l'hcre are district sr.hools (elementary and un
graded) ; city schools (graded, with high school 
cnurf•cs) ; normal scll00Is 1 und a State university, 
sustained . by the State, and free public schools for 
white and colored persons, between the :1J"% of six:. 
a.nd i.wenty years, are required by law 1ur every 
district* in the State. 

The State sustains four normal schools-one for 
colore<l 1rnrsons-and a normal department in the 
State Uni vcrsity. 

The State funde for education (permanent) amount 
to $7,5-12,2'25, a.nd are constantly increasing. 11,he 
ine.rease last year ''"'as $1U,721. 

The amount e>..--pended in 1879 for public school" 
was ~;l,202,27:3, derived from intere"t on the perma· 
nent funds, one-fourth of the State's ordinary 
revenue and local taxation. In addition to this, the 
Legislature made special appropriations for the 
university, tile normals, the schools for the deaf 
and damb and the blind, amounting to $140,140. 

This, in brief outline, is a partial view of educa· 
tion in Missouri, its origin, continuous 1~rogress, 
and present excellent condition. In this State the 
emigrant is assured as substantial gu~rantees for 
the education of his children as can be offered :!ny
where. 

The Common Schools of St. Louis. 

Through its system of common schools St. Louis 
tarnishes a free education to all its inhabitants be
tween the ages of :live and twenty-one years. This 
education :for children and youth is not all. There is 
also provided free education, in evening schools, for 
all persons over twelve years of age, not able to at· 
tend the day schools, by reason of the fact that they 
are engaged iu some useful empfoyment. 

The branches taught are: 
l. Kindergarten; instruction for children five or 

six. years of age, in the use of the hand and eye, in 
counting, adding, subtracting, and other operations 
.,_r arithmetic, building ·with geometrical blocks, 
sewing, weaving, plaiting, embroidery, 1llodeling in 
clay, and such trniniug of the hand and eye as is 
best given to the child at an early age, in order to 
render him skillful at any manual employment he 
may ever:pur"3ue-

2. .After the J;indergarteu, the child attends the 
primary school and learns reading and ·writing: while 
he continues his study of aritluuetic, and learns to 
write numbers. He also commences geography and 
learns one lesson a wee!o,innatural science, and one 
lesson a week in history. 

The St. I,ouis primary schools have used, since 
l86i, tJoe famous phonetic system of learning to read, 
invented by Dr. Leigh, which save half the time re
quired under the old syotem to lea1·n to read and 
spell the English lnnguage. 

After the child has become thoroughly acquainted 
with arithmetic, gram1uar, history of the United 
States and industrial drawing, be has completed his 
atuwes in the so-called" diotrict school,," .and en
ters the high school, at the age of thirteen or 
fourteen years. In the high school the course of 
study l• such as to lit a ooy or girl ior college. The 
counie last• fur four years, and includes, in mathe
matics~ algebra., geometry, trigonometry, a.stronw 
om.y; in natura:! science, geology, meteorology, 

botany, physiology, natural philosophy, and chemis· 
try; English composition and letter-writing, English 
literature, rhetoric; languages, Latin and Greek,, 
J<'rench, and German; book-keeping, history of art 
history of the ''"orld. Of course, it is understood 
that within the tour years of the high school coursa 
only the elements of these studies are compll!ted. 

The average age of graduates of the high school 
is eighteen and one,-half years. It is e:-..·pected that 
the majority of pupils who complete the high school 
course ha>·e obtained a knowledge of the use of 
books su:tll.cient to enable them to pursue any branch 
of study, intelligently, by means of the library. 

4. In order that the means of education may lia 
<'.ompiete for all classes of citizens, 

A PUBLIC LIBRARY 

is provided, in which there are now nea.rly :fifty 
thousand volumes. To it is attached a fine reading 
room;, where newspapers, magazines) and the books 
of the library may be read, free of charge. A small 
fee of three dollars per year is charged if the books 
of the library are taken home. Thus, the St. Louis 
public schools teach not only-the how to read but 
they furnish the ,.-1iat to read; and tbe graduate of 
the common school may continue his education, by 
means of books, throughout life. 

The Mercantile Library, with a still larger collec
tion of books, is accessible to the public at nearly as 
cheap rates its the Public School Library. 

5. St. Louis supports its own normal school, for 
the preparation and training of its teachers, the 
greater number of whom are graduates of this 
normal school. The course of study is two and one
half years, aitd instruction is given in the method 
of teaching the branches of study taught in the 
common schools, as well as Latin and algebra,. 
geometry and natural science, and in theory and 
history of education. Practice is a:fford_fd the pupils 

·'-• wr.;ady <::>..plained, the average area of 1.he distric~ is two and one-half miles square. 
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of the normal school Jw assigning them to fill tern· 
porary vacnncies in the primary schools, occasioned 
by the absence of the regular teachers. 

Vocal music is taught in all the schools, and every 
pupil may learn to read mnsi<l at sight. 

THE GROWTH 0~' TUE SYSTEM. 
'.Vhe system of management of the St. Louis publi(l 

schools i~ such itS to make them very popular. 
There is no parental coer<lion necessary; the child 
loves to go to school, and cannot be kept away. 
The discipline is very mild, though firm. Corporal 
punishment is rarely administered (the avm;>Lge for 
the entire city being less than one c>Lse per week for ' 
each four hundred pupils). 'l.'he lessons are made 
interesting to the children. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the schools are liked by the people, 
where tlHly are so iittractive to the children°' 

'.I'he total munber of teachers employed is ovci.· 
one thousand, co.unting both the teachers of the 
day schools and those of the evening schools. 

I?rom the continuous increase of attendance on 
these schools mnch may he inferred as to the 
growth of the ~Sty of St. Lonis, as well as to the 
prevalence of education among all classes, rich and 
poor. Here is a tal.Jle covering ii period of fourteen 
years, and indicating the day schools and evening 
schools separately, and showing increase of number 
of pupils: 

No. Pupils! Increase /No. Pupils 
Year Ending in Dav Over Pre- in Evening 

Schools. vious Year. Schnols. 
···--·--- ------

.August 1, lSr.4... 12,340 1,021 

1865 ••• 13,926 1!586· 1,471 

1866 •.• 14,556 Gao l,67Z 

"1867 ••• 15,29? "35 1,553 

1868 .•• 18,·160 3,169 2,134 
1869 .•. 21,186 2,726 2,528 
1870 .•• 1 24,847 3,161 2,464 

1871. ... 27,578 3,231 :l,609 

1872 .•• 30,294 2,716 4,137 
1873 ••• 33,928 3,634* 4,015 

1874 .•• 34,273 345t 5,577 
1875 .•• 35,941 1,668 5,751 
1876 .•. 38,390 2,449 5,273 

is77 •.. 42,436 4,l:H6 5,240 

1878 .•• 49,578 7,142 6,417 

*13th-Ward came in. "tl3th Ward ivent out. 

The source and amount of revenue Of the public 
schools was, August 1, 1878: · 

Received from city tax ...•...•..•...•. $891,599 
Amount received for each mill of tax · 

.assessed .....••..•.••.•.•.•...•.•.... 178,319 
Received fron1 rents ................ .'. 47,.i~7 
Received from St:l.te school fund..... 85,117 

By the balance sheet for the year ending August 
1, 1878, it will be seen that the amount of real estate 
held for revenue, is, at its present 

Estimated value ••.•.••..•.. , .•..•. $1,276,633.50 
Ji"'or school purposes .............. 2,82li59G.72 

'l'otal, real estate .•••.•..•.•••••• $J,,098,230.22 

The debt of the schools has been reduced tG 
about $200,000, and will be entirely extinguished by 
the sinking fnnd tax of five cents 011 each one hun
dred dollars of assessed property in St. LGuis, with
in. three years. The new State Constitution does 
not permit school boards or other public corpor!\· 
tions to incur debts beyond the capacity of.the an· 
nual income to liquidate. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 

Nearly all of tho school buildings have been con
structed since 1858, t:ind upon new >Lnd improved. 
plans, securing plenty of light and ventilation for 
the pupils. The furniture is of a pattern well 
adapted to the comfort o! the child, and each school 
is well provided with apparatus for illustration of 
school work. The school ya.i·ds are of,.sufficient size, 
and furnished with all the requisite accommoda
tions. The schools are centrally located, so a.s te> 
be easy of access from all parts of the district. 
'l.'he primary and grammar schools being for the 
mod part situated in the same buildings, arc found 
convenient where parents desire to have the 
younger children attend school with the elder 
children for the sake of persoutil cure and super
vision. 

This evidence ot the liberal spirit prevailing 
amour; the citizens and tax-payers of St. Louis is 
convincing, and onght to be borne in mind by the 
foi·eigner who seaks a new home in America. 
In St. Louis he may give his children that 
greatest of blessings, a good education in its 
:free schools. 

Religious Statistics. 

The facts and figures here presented have been 
obtaine(l from leading ministers of the different 
Christian denominations of the State or from the 
latest statistics officially pnblished. 

It will be observed that the C:itholic bishop re· 
ports a membership in that church of "nearly" 
200,QOO. This number, it is understood, includes 
those baptised by regular ministers of that church, 
whether tl;le persons thus baptised be regulai· com-

municants or not, and the same is the case with the 
Pretestant Episcopal Church. The bishop ex· 
pressly stated the number of communicants to be 
6,000 and tlle membership 25,000. In other denomi
nations "church members" indude only communi
cants. 

In the report of tile number of churches a dis· 
tinction is to be made. It is understood that the 
Baptists and the Christians or Disciples report the 



50 Hilro-BooK oF MrssoURI. 

nui:nberof church orgm1izlltions, giving the number 
at 1,aS5, not claiming to have that number of 
chureh-houses or houses set apart for the purpose 
of di>ine worship; while other denominations re
port church-houses and not organizations;. and, 
although there is a church organization for every 
house so reported, there are also a large number of 
small or,;anizations without ·regular houses of·wor· 

DENOMINATIONS. 

ship, occupying school or such other houses as may 
be temporarily at their disposal. · 

There are one or two denominations in the State 
-the Unitarians, for instauce~of whom no satisfac· ' 
tory information could· be collected on the points 
designated. They have three or four church-houses 
in the State; but no estimate Ca.JJ. be given of the 
number of churches or members. 

.a e~e 
~a2 ~;.,a>. 

~.£ 5.S~ . j;:l.s . ., 
0 "'::.1 0·~ 

Jz; Jz;;::;l 

<Jatholic .•••.••••••••••••• •• •••••·•••••• · • •• •· •••• •• ••• ·•·· • ••·••••• •••• ••••• ... •• • • 216 
65 

264 200,000 

Protestant Episcopal ...•..••..••••••• • •..•.• •.•··• ...... • • • • • · · · · • _. •· • • • • • • •• •• · • · 
Lutheran Independent Evangelical ............................. •·•• .. •• ...... • .. 

English EYangeliclal .••.••.•.•••.••••••••••• • •. • • • • .. • •. • •• • • • • • • .. • • • • • 
German · '' .............. ~ ............................................. . 

Presbyterian, U.S. Korth ........................... ~ ..................... _. ....... . 
u; '' Sontll. ................................... .. :. ......................... . 

Cumberland ..... •· .............................. • •• ····,::·•• •. •••·• 
United ............................................................ .. 
Reformed ......................................................... . 

Congregational ....................................... • .. • • • • ..... •• • • • • • • · .. · • • · · 
Baptist ........................................................................... . 
<Jhristian, about ................................................. ····• ............ • 
MethodistEpiscopal,South ................................................... : .•. 

North ...................................................... . 
African .................................................. .. 

.African Methodist Episcopal, Zion................................... } .. 
Colored " " .... . ....... ... • .. • •• • • •• .. •• .• •. . • • . . • • -about .. 
Methodist, Protestant and Free Methodist Episcopal Church •...•. 

Total, ............................................................... , ........ . 

25, 

76 
210 

135 

361 
10 

3 
71 

·. 1,3$5 

WO 
559 
859 

58 

116 

4,155 

50 25,000 
20 1,000 
6 1,000 

68 3,.633 
: 151 ll,143 

73 7,662 
169 15,823 
12 7-00 
4 165 

47 3,747 
823 .ss,999 
500 70,000 
648 53,3132 
4.20 4.2,888 
59 4,91!4. 

118 9,908 

S,432 589,-004. 

----------"'--,....-------'-----~--'---:-------·-. - ... - ·-· 
NO'l'B.-Chureh members of the <Jatholic and Protestant Churche.s inelude all persons baptised intO 

the chureh. 

Society in Missol11'i. 

The i:-ondilion of soe.iety in a State to which the 
attention of tlie emigrant is directed is of_ the 
greatest importance. Thomas C. Fletcher, a. former 
Republican governor of the state, spoke of .society 
in Missouri, iu his address to the ConYention, as fol
lowB: 

"The class of men who would be indifferent to 
the condition of society in our State we do not wish 
to invite to come among us. This is a subject upon 
whiCh you all ham information, and what. I shall 
here utter goes to the world with the ii:tdorsement 
of. this most truly re1•resentatiYe body of men ever 
assembled in our State. 
"I assert that nowhere beneath the :tlag of tlte 

Republic is.there greaterpersonal liberty or broader 
political privileges than· here in Missouri; that 
-~ ii! .the. personal liberty or the political 

privileges of the citizen better assured by consfli. 
tutionaJ. provision and legislative enactment; that. 
nowhere on earth are the p9litical rights of the 
citizen held more inviolate or more uninterruptedly 
enjoyed by every elass, condition or color of citizens 
than here in Missouri. I here boldly assert that not 
only a.re the political rights of the citizen guarded 
and protected, but that, in addition, the security Of 
the citizen in his life, liberty and property is assured 
by as strong enactment of laws and as faithful· en, 
foreem.eut of them as under any government on the· 
face.of theearth;.thatourp.eople are eonrageous,_ 
law-abiding men, who uphold the i>o;w:er of the· 
laws and aid in their enforcement.· 

"Our edn~ational facilities are equal to those. of: 
the most favored people ofourcountry. Onr system. 
of free education being modeled npon the most 
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:'lpproved systmns the world has ever known, and 

our free schools are munificently endowed by the 

State. Onr churches and faeiHties for free and 

unrestrained religious worship and religious 
teaching, afford all the opportunity to men to 

worship God according to . the dictates of theii· 

o'vn consciences and for religious instruction.
enjoyed by the most Christian communities of the 
Rcpublie. 

" Vie arc a free people, with a free press, :1:-ree
dom of thought, of speech, of action, with every 

political right guaranteed and protected, with life, 
liberty, and property guarded by just laws aud 

strong arms to enforce them, with educat10n free, 
and everywhere attainable; with religious opinions 

respected and freedom and opportunity of worship; 
with room for profitable and happy homes for five 

million more people, we are warranted in ilwiting 
them to come." 

The speaker then spoke of the characteristics or 
the early settlers of the State.and of theirposterity, 
and of the general character of the more recent set
tle1·s; the nationalities and habits and manners of 
tjl.e people, their social qualities, saying, in conclu· 
sion, that "their hospitalitywas not bounded l•r the 

area of their acquaintance, but every cabin door is 

open to the stranger, and strong arms an\l. true 
hearts are around and about the new-eomer who 

desires to make his home among them." He :favor
ed the comingling of races by which there would 
be formed a homogeneous people in l\Iissouri who 
would take the highest rank among peoples of the 

earth, and produce the noblest type of the man of 
America. 

Game and Fish. 

Missouri has been the feeding graund for vast 
herds of the choicest of the large game animals up 
to the present generation. Old hunters and trap

pers, Htill living, tell marvelous, hut true, stories of 
theil· e:\.tJloits with the gun. As civilization and 

population advanced west'iard their numbers de-
. creased, yet Missouri is still furnishing a vei-y large 

proportion of the game for the markets of all the 

large cities of the United States. Even London 

receives largo slli.pments, e"l'ery winter, from St. 

Louis. From October 1st to February 1st, of'every 
y~ar, there is not an e:\.tJrcss ear arriving in St. 
Louis which does not•bri.ng large eonsignn1ents of 
game. '.l'hc quantity is enormous, and far beyond 
the kno'\vledg·c of every one exeept those engaged 

in the trade, or whose duties l:Jrmg them in contaet 

with the facts. 

GAME LAWS. 

The wise game laws of l\Iissouri, now being under
stood by her people, and enforced by the proper 

State oillcers, have put a check on this wholesale 
depletion, by confining· shipments to· legitimate 

periods, and forbidding the transportation imd sale 
of ga.n1e during the elose Hoa.son. 

ELK, BUFFAT,O AND ANT~LOl'Ell> 

Thes~ animals, once so rtµrne1·ous on Missouri 
AOil, like the Indian, have eJnigrated westwaru, 

perhaps never to return. 

RED DEER. 

This is the largest and finest of the game animals. 
They are found in every portion of the State, and 
are especially numerous in the thinly settled, hilly 

and mountainous districts. '.rhev are alsQ nume1·ous 
in the swampy districts. These- two districts, per

haps, embrace one-half of the area of the State. 

In fact, the Ozark !\fountains and the swampy lauds 

of Southeast l\Iissouri constitute a great deer park 
and game preserve, and will continue to do so until 

immigration crowds out the game. J.t is a notorious 
fact, that venison sells as cheaply as good beef, in 

St. Louis markets, during the winter season. 

WILD TURKEY. 

This 1s the most royal of all the game birds of this 
or any other continent. They are so numerous and 
common, in most parts of the State, as not to be 

appreciated at their Ptif.'PCr value. They vary in 
weight, from the small hen of five pounds to the 

royal male bird of twenty-Jive pounds. 
In season, wild turkeys sell in the St. Louis mar

ket at from seventy-five cent8 to one and a half 
dollars each, according to size. "\Vild turkeys feed 
in flocks of from ten to forty. They are most 
numerous in the swampy andmountainons districts, 
but are found in all parts of the State. 

PRAIRIE CHICKENS OR PINNA.TED GIWUSE. 

These tine birds arc found exclusively in the 
prairie portions of l\[issouri, wlfich embrace from 

one-third to one-half the State. Erairie chickens 
or pinnated grouse are natives of all the western 
prairies, and have been exceedingly numerous, but 
of course have been somewhat thinned out by ad· 

vancing cirilizatiou; yet the markets are Jiountifnlly 

supplied with this large and delidous bird at nn 
average of seventy-five cents per pair. Prairie 
chi<;kens are shipped from ::mssouri to Eastern and 

other markets in vast numbers, probably hnndreds 
of barrels. Under· the operation of the State game 

laws, these birds will rapidly increase in numbers. 

QUAIL OR VIRGINIA PARTRIDGE. 

Every portion of l\Iissouri abounds with this 

gamest of game birds. Their favorite haunts being 

iu and around the farms, the nnmliers are increas
ing as the number of farms multiply. '.l'he snow in 
this Sti1te rarely falls so heavy or remains ~o long 
on the ground ae; to destroy quails, as it does in the 
States uorth of this. This bird is a general favorite 
with iarm·ers, spo1·tsn1en and epicures, n11d gives 
mo're l)leasure than any o"uier garne among us. 
Qualls are shipped from ::mssouri hy the thousand 
barrels eaeh He:lson. 'rhe u.ver~ge price in the 
St. I.ouis market at retail is :<bout one dollai· imd a 

half per dozen. 
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RABBITS AND SQUil'tRELS. 

The rabbit, as it is popularly called here, lS a 
·species of hare, and is about the average size of the 
·domestic cat. They are so numerous in Missouri 
as to be considered a pest; are :found in every field 
and forest in the State, and during the winter 
season atford a vast supply of good food to the 
people. In eonseqnence of the great supply they 
are µot appreeiated. Rabbits sell for· ten cents 

. apiece in the market. 
Squirrels are also very numerous, especially in 

the swampy and hilly regions. The two principal 
val"ieties are the greyBquirrel and the red fox squir
rel. One of these vitrieties is to be found in every 
dump of timbered land. in the State. They are 
·.11ighly ·appreciated as game and food. 

MIGRATORY BIRDS. 

\\Tild·ducks, wild geese, snipe, plover and several 
species of the r1til frequent Missouri during 
their annual migrations north and south. During 
March, .April and May the migratory birds pass 
throug.11 Missouri, going north to their nesting and 
brooding places, probably near the Arctic circle. 
In October, November !LJl(l December they return 
{]11 their journey southward to spend the winter. 
There is no State in the great Mississippi basin 
more frequented liy these migratory game birds 
than ::'.11issouri. '.l'heir pri~ipal flights are over the 
bottom lands of the river!l"'and over the marshy and 
wet portions of the prairies. Perhaps there is no 
county in the State which does not possess suitable 
feedi~g grounds for these birds. 'l'hey are killed in 
such quantities that the home markets in proper 
season arc always stocked with a full variety and at 
very low prices. The swampy districts of Missouri, 
embracing several million acres Qf land, and lying 
chiefly in Southeast ll:fissouri, are famous through· 
eut the lliississip1)i Valley for wild fowl shootfog. 
There are many smaller htkes lying in the l"iver 
bottoms and also ~mall lakes or ponds in the prairie 
regions affordi

0
ng Jlne sport. 

FISH IN ?.lISSOURI. 

This State is magnificently sn~plied with rh'ers. 
The Mississippi io the eastern bounnary of the 
State. \Vithout counting its meanderings, Missouri 
has a border of more than Jh'e hundred miles on 
this great river. 'l'he Missouri River is the largest 
tributary of the Mississippi, and is. navigable for 
three thousand miles above S~. Louis. It crosses 
through the State from eaBt to west, diyiding it into 
two nearly equal parts; thence it goes northwest, 
constituting a portion of the western boundary of 
the State, traversing it for more than six hundred 
miles. The tributaries of these-great rh·ers in l\lis
souri are too nnmerons even to mention, in this lim
ited space. 

A nµmber of these tributaries are navigable, viz:: 
The Osage, .Gasconade, St. Francois, Black and 
Current Rivers. In Southwest· Missouri are large 
tributaries of 'White and. Arkansas. Rivers, having 
their sources in the Ozark l\Iountains of Missouri, 
at an altitude o:f one thousand to fifteen hundred 
feet abo~-e the ocean. The Ozark l\Iountains, with 

'·the hilly count.-y adjacent, e<.>nstitute nearly one
nal:t of the State, and are watered by clean and 
beautiful streams. North, Northeast and Northwest 

Missouri are watered by a great number ot fine 
streams, 1lowi11g directly into the J\Iississippi and 
Missouri Rivers .. 

The early settlers found the rivers and lakes 
teeming with many fine varieties of game and food 
fish. 'l'here is still a bountiful supply, but, of course, 
not as great as when tile State was more thinly 
settled. 

Blaek bass, pereh, cnttlsb, lmffnlo fish, suckers and 
pike constitute the leading varieties of native fish . 

Black bass of several varieties inhabit every 
stream of eonsiderable size in the State, and Gvery 
lake contains i!l~m. It is the best game fish in the 
State. 

The pereh family is represented by several dozen 
spec.ies; and pereh of several kindR are found in 
eve1-v body of water in the State, which does not 
actu~lly dry up in the summer tin;e .. 

The catfish of Missouri are not only numerous, 
but famous the world over. . There are at· least a. 
dozen species in the waters of this State. They vary 
in size from one pound to two hundred pounds. The 
catfish is a gooa':food fish, but so common that it is 
not appreciated. It will thrive in all waters, and 
under proper protection it multiples with great 
rapidity. The parent fish protect Hs young like :. 
hen l)roteets her cllickens, until they are able to take 
care of themselves. This fact added to the defen
sive powers of the. catfish, through ohe horny, sharp 
spears on their body, accounts for. their 6'l·eat num
bers in all the waters d>f. the State. 

BUFFALO FISH AND SUCKERS. 

The buffalo tlsl1 is the largest of the numerous 
snck~r family in the State. They often attain a. 
weig'tt.of twenty pounc'ls and upwards. It is a good 
food :fish, and i.s fauna in every portion of the State. 
It is C6pecial!y fond of sluggish waters; its habits 
are very similar to the I~uropean carp, which is also 
a sucker. There are many species of suckers, all of 
which are good food iish, but possess no game prop· 
erties, as they rarely take a hook. 

Pike, of several species are found throughout 
Missouri, and rank witl1 black bass as game fish. 
They are found in the clearer and rapid streams. 

The above lh;t constitute the leading llsh ot the 
Strite, but by no lnean:-; nH, as there a.re inany minor 
speeies. 

FISH I;:A'..VS.:ANV FISH COMMISSION. 

llisoouri has now good laws for the protection and 
propagation of fish. Under these laws there.is an 
efficient fish commission, which is accomplishing 
much 'townrd. protecting the native fish, and re
stocking the streams with new varieties. '.l'he 
people are ali\-e to the necessity of enfo1:cing all 
such laws, and the fish commis,;ion think that within 
a comparatively few years, the rivers .and lakes of 
Missouri will teem again with this most desirable 
and necessary food. 'l'here is no part of Missouri 
in which go<~<l llsh and :fishing cannot be had. In 
many· portiqns of the State the fishing is very 
superior. 

¥ l<'ISH. CULTURE IN MISSOURI. 

This new.industry is yet in its infancy in the whole 
Mississippi valley; but under the fosteting care of 
the fish commission, and the growing importanee of 
it in the older States, there is little doubt that 
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·wssouri will soon take hold of the important sub·
ject and give it rapid development. There is such a 
great variety. of waters that every valuable inland 
1lsh .can be cultivated and propagated. In the Ozark 
Mountains and hHls are to be found numerous 
great springs, many of the!Xl so large as to turn 
.mills rmd other machinery. _These springs and the 
.brooko 1Iowing from them, furnish splendid oppor
:tuniLies for trout culture. The·iish commission has 
already stocked many of the springs and brooks 
with speckled trout, and has n!) doubt that theywill 
prosper. The commission ai'e al.so importing from 
California the red-sided trout, which will thrive in 
·warmer waters than the eastern varieties. 

GERMAN CARP. 

This valuable food :fish has been successfully 
imported from Germany into the United States, and 
the fish CO:tnn).issions are propagating them in l\Iis
souri. Those now in this country have grown so 
rapidly that there is little doubt of the success of 
the e:>.1rnriment. All the waters of l\Iissouri are 
adapted to this fish, more especially the lakes ·and 

· sluggish streams. The carp 'can be as easily culti
vated' as pigs or turkeys, and it is hoped that in a 
:few years all the streams of the State will be stocked 
with them. 

Why the Emigrant Should Come to Missouri. 

In reply to the inquiry why he came to Missouri, 
'the Hon. L. J. Farwell, a former governor of Wis
consin, but 110'\V a citizen of :Missouri, said, n.mong 
other things! 

"I cante to l\fissouri to secure, aA far as possible, 
the benefits of an equable climate, a field of diversi
fied industries, and of certain mental, moral and 
material advancement, which, from the very natm·e 
-Of things, could Ji:now no pause. I sought a location 
'Where the colcl or winter season was of three, and not 
ot six months' duration, and where from the contour 
of the surface, needful aititude could be selected to 
·overcome any imaginary ditnger. to health from 
change of latitude-indeed, where North and South 
could meet on common equality. 

"Where the earth teems with plenty, there is little 
cause for consuming anxiety. Neither wintry bliz
zard nor summer cyclone are here to molest or make 
us afraid. 

"The State of Missouri occupies 

AN 'EXCEPTIONAL POSITION 

in certain respects, even when compared with 
·others in the same zone. Generally it may be 
considered in itself as a valley, the channel of its 
.great river marking the center line of its greatest 
depression. The soil of its bottom lands is the pro
,duct of all .the Territories east of the Iiocky Moun
tains, and this is largely true of its ·uplands. North· 
ern snows seldom penetrate below the central line 
of division. It lies south of the snow line, and north 
of the dry, hot-air regions that reach to the Gulf of 
Mexico; a zone of precipitation generally quite 
·stable when years are compared together. Crops at:e 
neither winter-killed, nor do they perish of drouth 
-0i: of excess of moisture; all forms of agriculture 
thrive, and a growing diversity is an111ially visible. 
Fruit cnlture scarce has limit to its range of varie
ties. The grasses insure successful stock-raising to 
an unlimited extent. ·Winters are short, usually 
without great extremes of temperature. Summers 
being withont excessive heats; in which respect the 
climate widely differs from regions further north. 
Nor is the climate of Missouri enervating, but 
agrees with new-comers, whether from the North or 
South. 

WEALTH OF MINER.A.LS. 

" In minerals ll!issouri is the equal of any State in 
the Union, and the most favored portions ofEnl'ope. 
The time is near at hand, when its manuiactu:res, 
in exfent and variety, will be equal to those of the 
Eastern Statc:i. Generally, every condition for di
versified indastries is completely deyeloped. In a 
commercial sense it is the gateway of the plains and 
mountains, as it is· the midwiiy of the continent; a 
local point toward which all greatpulllie enterprises 
tend, and from which they radiate. That it is to be· 
come and continue the very seat and eenter of intel
lectual activity and refl.nement is manifest from sur
rounding conditions. 

A SERIOUS MISTAKE. 

":B'or years I .have seen scores of thousands of peo
ple induced to locate on the.colcl, naked and treeless 
pl:tins of the North, where wintertemp"erati1re often. 
reaches 50o below zero, and which scarce enjoys 
four months of yearly warmth, all because no or
ganized effort is or has been made to direct them to 
a country in every sense more inviting. Think once 
of Manitoba and Dakota as a winter home compared 
with the mild climate of :Missouri. It is as the ice
berg to the summer sunshine. 

NO FAMINE. 

" The people of Missouri have been wonderfnllv 
ble~sed. Never imperiled or distressed by famine; 
capital and 18,bor always in demand; a country un
derlaid with coal, iron, lead; and other minerals and 
metals, sufficient to support the country's demand 
for all time to come. 

CI!EAP LANDS. 

" In the very nature of things, Missouri offers good 
and cheap lands, employment, full s)lelter and food 
to all within her borders, also 'l'ailroad ·and water 
transportation upon a basis that is beyond compe
tition in anypart·of the United States, if not in any 
other portion of the world; 
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BROAD TRUTHS. 

"Missouri did not begin its government by invit· 
ing immigration. It has never made a genuine 
effort until now to pqint out its superior advantages, · 
or to compare them with other sections, As a conse· 
quence, grilat errors exist in the public imagination, 
and the 11ildest absurdities abound, having the e:ffect 
of alivingforce. That this is a free State, as much so 
as any other, is a truth as yet bnt little appreciated 
emu in this country, much less abroad. The old 
prejudice and credulity still lingers, and is artfully 
used by adverse interests. That we enjoy the bene· 
fits of a comprehensive and universally diffused 
common school system, in all its gradations, with 
aeadcmics, colleges, and a university, and churches 
representing every state of religious belief; a gov· 
erument of law and order; property safe, life secure, 
ta:i:ation light, and prosperity universal; are facts 
by no means su:fficiently impressed on the outside 
world. 

PECULIARLY ADAPTED TO STOCK-RAISING. 

"The peculiar soil of Missouri l"enders it the most 
available State in the· Guion for stock-raising. As 
the native grass is consumed, blue grass comes in 
spontaneously, and all cultivated grass seeds, such 
as timothy, peel top, clover, and orchard grl\SS, are 
a success, even when sown upon.the sod, and a lux
uriant growth is thus insured, owing to the absence 
of drouths, and a certain average rainfall the· year 
round. · 

"The 
MISSOURI CLIMATE IS STEADY 

and reliable for varied and diversified crops, and 
this insures a large extri< i)ercentage of profit to 
1fer citizens. I can refer to farmers here who have 
never lolit a crop in forty years, and to others in 
States where there has been ·a partial or total fail
ure evezy few years, and no certainty at any time. 

POPULATIVE CAPACITY. 

"Other states are classified as first, second, third 
and fourth, in population, which have reached nearly 
a full development. Yet Missouri, while she stands 
llS the :fifth, is capable, aud will have at some future 

·------------
time, three or four times her present population 
and wealth. Iler agricnlturaJ and mineral resources 
are beyond calculation. It is destined, at no.distant 
day, to be the richest State in the Union; as yet, 
development is in its infancy. 

MISSOURI FAR1\1S. 

"In Illinois, impNved farms are held at f-:rom :fifty 
to eighty dollars per acre, and the lands have been 
under cultivation for many years. "\Yild lands are 
often held at forty dollars per acre. Immigrants 
can buy as good farms in this State of virgin soil 
for one-third, and often for one-fourth the above 
:figures, fully the equal of the Illinois farms, and 
better; because the latter are often wet, level plains, 
requiring artificial drainage, while those here have 
a natural drainage. The same difference is found 
in the price of r<iw lands in the two States. 

"No better evidence can be gi'l'en of the great 

ADVANTAGE OF SETTLEMENT HERE 

than that a large portion of the present popu
lation have once resided west of the . Missouri 
River, sold out, and returned to a State which 
they had at first merely passed through. Our 
present population is largely made up of set
tlers from Eastern and Northern States. In 
some counties, eighty-five per cent. hail from the 
old free States. They are exerting a powerful 
infinence, and uniting their e:fforts in securing .a 
better civilization, higher culture, greater activity 
and continuous progi·ess in all the great reforms of 
the day. 

SPEAKING FROM EXPERIENCE. 

"This is the substance of my e:iqrnrience. lf, of 
the multitudes of personal acquaintances elsewhere, 
it shall induce some of them to follow, I think they 
will agree that Missouri embodies within itself more 
advantages of kinds, in whatever light· the subject 
is considered, than any other Western State. I 
have repeatedly visited nearly all, and balanced 
advantages and disadvantages against each other. 
llfy conclusions are the sum of careful study and 
comparison." 



THE THREE' GREAT CITIES OF MISSOURI. 

St. Louis. 

All the natural :features and conditions necessary 
to :fix the site and encourage the growth of a great 
metropolis were happily combined in the selection 
·of the location of St. Louis, and there is no fear of 
the eriticism o:f enthusiasm or exaggeration in 
making this statement, for the facts of nature are as 
apparent now as ou the day that Laclede :fiXed his 
·Camp. A superb river :flowing unobstructed to the 
sea, and affording access northward and westward 
to the interior of the continent; a fertile, undulat
ing country stretching away on all sides for hun
dre.ds of miles; with forest and prairie in such 
happy juxtaposition that the hand of the husband
man wtis only lacking to gather the best fruits of the 
earth; a mild and salubrious climate, materials for 
building, whether in brick, stone or wood, in abun: 
dance, 1ind incalculable riches in iron and coal. 
These were the inducements of Nature for. the 
founding of a citJ, and it is these fortunate facts 
that support the fabric of the municipal greatness 
and in:fiuence ot St. Louis. 

St. Louis is essentually the result-the creature of 
the limitless a.ud fertile regions that surround jt. 
It is the outgrowth of the development and settle
:ment of the conntry-cj. the natural laws incident 
to human progress. Its prosperity is not dependent 
<in any special trade or industry, but on the cou
:stant united productions and wants of a wonderful 
country, traversed by navigable rivers in all direc
tions, and continually increasing in wealth and 
population. Without indulging in any wild specu
lations respecting the destiny of St. J,ouis, it seems 
quite within the bounds of sober reason to antici
pate that the same causes which have made it the 
city it is to-day, must gre;:itly enlarge and enrich it 
in the future. It is a fact that this magnificent vitl
ley of the l\Iississippi possesses at present only a 
fraction of the population it is capable of sustain· 
ing, and that, as its settlement advmwes, as its 
agricultural, mineral and manufacturing possibili
ties are developed, the central capital must e"'"Pand · 
and grow contemporancons,Jy with its tributary ter
ritory. It is rational, then, to expect, that unless 
'political convulsions interfere to ret:u·d progress, 
this city must l1ecome the controlling inland city of 
the continent-situated, as it is, about the middle of 
tht greatest food-producing country iu the 'world, 
with a free water-way to the sea, and a system of 
rivers penetrating to the interior north, south and 
west, it is rapidly becoming the distributing 
point and emporium of the great West, aud clraw
ing to itself incalculable elements of wealth. 

The substantial and practical causes underlying 
the city's growth, have been reflected in the spirit 
and character of its citizens. The ruling charac· 
teristic of the business men has been thrift and 
Jlrudence. 

The disposition of St.'Louis merchants is, to ex· 
tend business only by regular and legitimate mcth· 
ods, and to establish it ou a solid and reliable basis; 
to advance eqlutlly with the development of the 
country, aud not ahead of it. It certainly ean be 
truthfully said of St. Louis, that there is less rash 
and reckless spec·nlation among its people, and less 
indebtedness, and more solid wealth and private 
o'\vnershlp of property, in proportion to population, 
than in any other city of the country. It is this 
wise and steady spirit that has laid the foundation 
of nearly all of its industrial and commercial enter
prises, and given strength and permanence to the 
city's prosperity; Progress inspired in this way is 
more saf(l and more certain than any other, and 
more promising of future results. 

HISTORY AND GROWTH OF THE CITY. 

A detailed review of the history and growth of 
St. Louis is not to be expected here. It is sufficient 
to present such facts as convey a <•,Jear view of the 
city's history and progress. · 

The city was founded in the month of February, 
1764., by an expedition headed by J,aclede, and 
which was organized in New Orleans for the pur
pose of establishing a trading post and promoting 
the exploration and settlement of the vast regions 
stretching northward and traversed b:i; the Missis
sippi. The fur trade with the Indians was prob
ably the practical object of the lH'oposed enter
prise, but doubtless that love of adventure which 
has always exercised 80 large an in:fiuence in the 
development of new and unknown lauds was the 
feeling that inspired most of the members of the 
party. There had been some exploration of the 
interior of the continent by La Salle, Hennepin, 
Marquette and others, and a few military riosts had 
been eshtblished; but there was no general knowl
edge respecting it, and it was still· invested with 
the romance of the nnlmown. The very ownership 
Qf the immense territory was vague and unde:tlned, 
so far as European powers were concerned; and 
it appears that I.aclede, when he established •his 
camp on the present site of St. Louis, named the 
embryo town after a French monarch, when the 
tenitorv west of the. :Mississippi 11ad !Jeen reiilly 
ceded t;,. Spain. The voyage up the l\Iississippi in 
the rude boats of that day required nearly three 
months, and, although the party left New Orleans 
early in August, they did not an·ive at Ste. Gene· 
vieve until October. .A brief <lelay took place at 
this settlement, and then Laclede proceeded to 
Fo1·t de Chartres, :md thence as far north as tlie 
junction of the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers; 
and on his return the selection of the present site 
of st. Louis was made as a place for a permanent 
post. The :first settlers were few in number, but 
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they were men of energy and industry, and rapid 
progress was made in establishing a regular nud 
well-protected post. 

When the Fort de Chartres wns surrendered to 
the English, in nccordancc with the provisions of f 

· thi;i treuty of Paris, the gurrison commanded by 
Louis St. Ai1ge de Bellerive, was transferred to St. 
Louis, and the post acquired new iufiuence and 
importance. Between the years 1766 and 1770 de· 
cided steps were .tnken by the Spanish government 
to assert its cor\trol oyerthe vast provinces of Upper 
and Lower Louisiana. In 1<'71 St. Louis was taken 
posses•ion of lJy Do11 Pedro Piernas, who brought 
to the post :t small lJot1y of Spanish troops. At that 
time there were small scttlemen~s at Carondelet, 
then called Vide Poche, and afterwarcl Carondelet, 
in honor of a French nobleman of that name, and 
also at St. Charles and some other }Joints within a 
radius of fifty or a hundred miles. Crnzat succeeded 
Piernas as gozernor, and he was followed, in li78, by 
Fernando de·J,eyba. During the administration of 
the latter the young city was attacked by Indians, 
May 25th, 1780, the festival of Corpus Christi. The 
war of the reYolution was then in progress, and the 
attack is supposed to have been instigated by 
English infiuence. .'I'he govi;rnor was suspected of 
e.omplicity in the affair, and his barlJarous . conduct 
towart1 the inhabitants during the attack, affords 
ground for the suspicion. About thirty of the citizens 
were killed, but the Indians were beaten off and did 
not renew the attack. Leyba was soon after r<;mozed 
and Crnzat again placed in command. He strength
ened thEi fortifications of the post by constl'Ucting 
a stockade, connecting. stone forts, )mt the place 
was not again sml'jccted to hostile operations. A 
period of twenty years followed unmarked )Jy 
any notable events. 'l~he :4Jmnish governors in 
charge, 'vho succeeded Cruzat, were 1\-Ianuel Perez, 
Zenon Trudeim and Charles Delmult Delassns. In 
the latter part >t 1803, the ten·itory of Louisiana 
was ti·ansferred .back to Prance, in accordance with 
a treaty between that power and Spau1; but there 
was no gene1·al ass.ertion of French control~ o''dng 
to the war with Great Britain. The eclebrated 
Louisiana purchase, by which the pro\·ince lJecame' 
the property of the ""nited States, was eonsummated 
the san1e year, n.nd in the Pnsning year Captain 
E;toddard, acting for the :French government, for
mally transferred it to the United State". 

The spirit of the . Spanish government was mild 
and liberal, but t1le progre>s of tlle yom1g settle-
1nent was nece~sarily slow·, as it \-'\ras surrounded by 
a vast wilderness and a greater body of population 
wa:;; nece>sary to open the country to the intluences 
of civilization. True prosperity and advancement 
were the fruit of American institution" and the rest
less spirit of progress that sprung from the inde
pen>'!ence and organization of the American Union. 
Captain Stoddard was appointed chief officer of the 
_provisional government organized lJy Congress, aud 
proved ajudi<'.ious anrlgifted gm·ernor, anditb from 
his official proceed.ings <tticl a treatise published by 
him on Louisiana, that the most authentic historical 
information of the perlo<fis derh'ed. St. Louis and 
the adjacent di>trict then had an aggregate popnlil· 
tion O'f. 2,280, and the total population of 'Upper 
I..onisia111t was about 9,000, including 1,300 ulllcks. 
There were not more than two hundred substantial 
dwellings, strung along the t1rn most important 

streets, which ran·parallel to the river, an<l the land 
west of Fourth.sti·eet was still in a state of nature. 
There were no public buildings worthy of the name; 
mails were rare and infrequent. llfany of the 
features now considered essential to civilized life 
were wholly wanting, and the fnr trade continued to 
be the princip:1l business. Such was St. I;ouis in 
the early years of the present century ;·and it is only 
when viewed in its infancy, and contrasted· with 
the metropolis of to-day, that an adequate idea is 
gainet1 of the colossal growth accomplished within 
sixty or seventy years. 

During the following twenty' years, various events 
occurred which indicated the commencement of a 
vigorous growth, commercially and socially. A 
post-office was cl'eated, the "Missouri Gazette," the 
fu·st newspaper, was established in 1808, by Joseph 
Charless, and sulJseque.ntly merged in the preseni 
"Missouri Republican." The town was incorpor· 
ated in 1809, and a board of trustees elected to con
duct the n1unicipul government. In 1812 the Terri
tory of Missouri was designated, and a legislative 
asse.nbly authorized. 'l'he :Missouri Fur Company 
was organized; energetic measures were adopted to 
explore the country north and west, for the purpose 
of'. settlement, and the extension of trade with the 
Indians; the judicial and educational systems were 
aajusted on a pe1'manent basis., and the trading post 
lJegan to adapt itself to the forms of civilization. 
The Missouri Bank was incorporated in 1817. The 
first steamboat arrived at the foot of llfarket street. 
in the year 1815, to be followed soon by others. In 
1819 the first steamer ascended the Missouri, an<l the 
first through boat from New Orleans arrived, having 
occupied twenty-seven days in the trip. From 
about this period there is no la,ck of historical details 
respecting St. J,ouis, for newspapers had begun to 
multiply, and in 1821 a c.ity directory was issued. 
The facts stated in this volume show that the town 
was then an important and thriyhig one. There· 
were a numlJer of substantial brick buildings;" the 
Catiiouc r,athe<lral, commenced in 1818, \~as one of 
the finest church edifices .in the country, and there 
were several other church buildings. There were 
ten common schools, three newspapers, a Masonic 
hall, a substantial stone jail, and the "ite hail already 
been selected for a court hunse. 'l'wo stea.m ferrie". 
were operated between the Illinois and Missouri 
shores, and t"ro iire companies, \vi.th engines nnd 
other appar~atus, were in existence. The l>rineipal . 
articles of trade were furs, peLtries and lead, and 
quite a Jong list of agricultural productions, showing 
that the cultivation of the soil was rapidly progress
ing. The annual imports were estimated to reach a 
snm of ~2,000,000, and the steamboat business had 
assumed important proportions. The population of 
the city, as given in this pulJ!ication, was 5,.500, and 
of the town and county, 9,7:32. At thi.s time, hOJV· 
ever, the assessed value of taxable property was 
less than $1,000,000, and the total corporation tax less 
than $4,000. The town limits, as established by act 
of incorporation in 1809, were from Mill Creek (near 
site of gas works), thence westwardly to about Sev
enth street, thence northwardly on Seventh street 
to Green street, thence eusti.\·ardly to the Mississippi 
River4. 

There haol been some progress made in paving the 
sti·eets, but it was not extensh'e, and the streets 
were nllJ.Tow, and .the city was still confined to the. 
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~treets in tke vicinity of the river. Dming the suc
ceeding ten years, a not rapid, !mt steady growth 
characteriz.ed the young city, which was becoming 
.grad,ually known as a place with a promising future 
before it. Lafayette visited St. Louis in 18"..5, and 
was accorcled an impressive public reception. A 
brick court house was erected, which was destined 
to be succeeded by the present imposing structure. 
Several handsome Protestant churches were erected,. 
the L'nlted States Arsenal was established, and 
Jefferson Barracks built. The names of the streets 
were revised, and the old system of design~ting 
them by .letters abandoned, . and mea:Sures were 
fa.ken to construct water works. As illustrating . 
how slowly the pppulation changed, it may be men-· 
tioned that, in 1827, there were hardly more than a 
dozen German families in St. Louis. 

In 1830,. the population had advanced to 6,694, and 

stitutlons, the extension of railroads, the erection 
of hotels and theatres, the building of the greut 
bridge, of the Merchnnts' Exchange, and the estab~ 
lishment of the Union Depot, require no detailed 
statement, no illustration. 

INC.REASE. 01'' POPULATION. 

The growth of the city in population wa.S as 
follows: 

1700..................................... 926 
1810 ....••.•.•.•.••••••••••• , ............ 1,400 

1820.. ··-·········-······ .............. 4,928 
1828 •. ···········-···-············ ...... 5,000· 
1830 •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5,862 
lstS ..................................... 6,397 
18"&5 •..• ~.................. .............. 8,316 
1837 ••••••••.•.•••.••..••••••••••.•••••.• 12,040 
1840 ....................... •• : •••••••••• , lB,469 
1844 ..................................... 34,14.0 
Ul.50: •• -.................... - , •••• - • ·-· ••• 74,439 
1852 ..................................... 94,000 
1856 •..•••...•...••••••...•..•...•••.••.. 125,200. 
1860 ................. ··········-··- •••••• 160,773 . 
1866 •••••• - ••••••• ·- •••• ..... : ••••• ; ••••• 2(),l,,327 
1870- UI\itecl Stntes Census ........... 310,8&.I 
1880 (estiroated) ........................ 460,000 

1.'here. are several contiguous towns and villages 
that are really part and parcel of the city of St. 
Louis, lind might correctly be embraced in a state· 
ment of the population. 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIE5 •. 

of the whole State to 140,455." 9'he ensuing decade 
witnessed a remai•kable increase in both. Immi
gration was greater than at any previous period, 
and business enterprises of all kinds rapidly multi- ·• 
plied. In 1835, a convention was held to consider· 
the question which, of all others, has· exercised the 
most important inftnence in Stt r.onis, viz., that of 
railroads. This convention undoubtedly originated 
and stimulated the movement which afterward 
gave to St. ·Louis the Iron Mountain and Pacific 
lines. In 1836, a· handsome theater was erected, and 
the following year the Bank;of the State of Missouri 
was incorporated, \Vith a ruipital of $5,000,000; the 
:first gas company was Incorporated, and the build
ing of the Planters• House was commenced. The 
population then was 16,187, and the river business 
had so increased. that there,. were 184. steamboats 
engaged in it. The decaae between 1840 aild.1850 
saw increased advancement.Ill.all kinds of industry, 
and -in architecturnl growth. We :find that in 1840 
there were mnnufactu1'ed 19,075 barrels of flour, 
18,856 barrels of whisky, and l,Q'i5 haiTels of beef 
inspected, and other branches of busine"s had cor
respondingly increased. The St. Louis University 
and Ke.raper College were now in :full operation, and 
mills, breweries, :foundries and other manufiictur
ing . establishments had multiplied; capital had · 
been attracted by the growing commerce, and the 
metroplis of the future was foreshadowed. In 1846, 
the now extensive Mercantile Library was founded. 
The close of the decade, 1849, brought upon the 
city the d6uble misfortune of :fire. and pestilence. 
On May 19th, .the· principal business section was 
swept away by a con1lagration 01iginating on a 
steamboat at the levee; and, during the. summer of 
the same year, the population was scourged by 
eholera. In 1851, the :flr11t railroad enterprise-the 
building of .the Missouri ·l>aei.Jic-was inaugurated, 
and quickly :followed by others. From this pe1iod 

Thecommetce.andindnstriesof St. Lonie embrace 
a wide range of commodities and productions. The 
natural advantages of the situation of the city-the 
diversi:fled I'roductlons ot the immense territory 
of which it is the legiti.inate center and capital, have 
given to its trade and manufactures a truly cosmo
polita:q. character. It is at once a distributing and 
supply point for a vast region, and its trade neces
sarily represents the· wants and the productions of 
the populatiC>ll of that region, both in impo1'ts, ex
ports· and manufactures. An .examination of the· 
o:fticial report on •the trade and commerce of the city 
for the year just closed .affords satisfactory 
evidence not only of .the comprehensive character 
of the business done,. but of the rapid growth in all 
the more important branches of traj'le. This is par
ticularly observable in the receipts o·r wheat and· 
other grain. Thus, in 1877, the total i·eceipt.s of 
wheat amGunted to 8,274,151 bushels, and in 1879 to, . 

·I7,093,363bushels,showing an increase of over one 
hundred per cent. in two years. In many articles 11 
nearly similar increase occurred, and the receipt~ 
of cotton more than doubled within the same period. 
The following table eXhibit.s a. condensed. view oi' 
the aggregate business of the city in leading article& 
fOr the years,. stated. Several important bra.nche1 
of business and manufacture are oxnitted, as eom· 

to the present time, needs no special review. 
'.Che development of industries and trade .in all 

branches; the· growth i.n building an(t population, 
the establishment of parks, public schools and in- parative .dgures were not obtainable: · 
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BUSINESS IN LEADING ARTICLES FOR THREE YEARS. 

.ARTICLES. 

Flour-Amount manufactured .•••..•....••.....•.•...• bbls. 
handled .........••...••..••.••.••••••• " 

Wheat-T1>tal receipts .••••.•••.•...•••••••.•..•.••...• bush. 
Corn
Oats
Rye-
Barley- " ...••..••..••.•.•.....•••....•••• 
.All grain (including flour reduced to wheat).......... " 
Cotton-Receipts •.•.••••••.•••.......••.•...•.•••...• bales. 
Hemp- ......................... ····:,········ . 
Baggiug-Mauufactured .••••.•......••...••••••.•••••• yards.'\ 
Hay-Receipts, bales of 400 lbs .•.•.....•.••••.....••••. bales. 
Tobacco-Receipts.· ......••••••.•.•...•...••••••••••..• hhds .. 
Lead-Receipts in pigs SO lbs. average .••.•••••.••.... pigs. 
Hog Product-Tot.al e::qiorts ••••..••••••••..•..•.•..... lbs. 
Cattle-Receipts ......•••••.•••.••..••..•.•••••••••..... head. 
Sheep- .••.•.•.•..•....••••.•.....•...•.•..... '. 
Hogs-- ... 4 .......................................... . 

Horses and Mules-Receipts ...•..•••..•....•••...•••• " 
Lumber-Receipts ....••.....•..... ·: ....•.............. feet. 
Shingles
Lath-

•.••••..•..•..••••.................... pieces 

Wool..'....Total receipts ..•.••.••...•...••.... ·• ......... lbs. 
Hides- " 
Sugar-Received....................................... " 
Molasses-Shipped ....•.••••.••••••...•...•............ galls. 
Coffee-Received •.•••.•••.•....••..••.....•..•••..•.... bags. 
Rice-Receipts ..•••.•••..... : •...••...... ·; .....••..... bbls. 

1877. 

~1,517,921 

2,938,328 

8,274,151 
11,8"'7,771 

3Jl24,721 
472,909 

1,326,490 

30,835,700 

217,734 
7,930 

7,000,000 

322,344 

28,064 
790,028 

176,434,708 
411,969 

200150-2 

896,319 

22,£.52 
163,304,150 

64,919,000 

15,973,200 

15,521,975 

!0,001,o:n 

93)642,572 
1.688,608 

19i,099 

22,368 

1878. 

$1,916,290 

3,63.3,872 

!4,325,431 

9,009,723 

3,882,276 

845,932 

1,517,292 

36,107,334 

338,340 

5,087 

7,500,000 

330,981 

25,870 

764,3[;7 
188,529,593 

406,235 
ms, oar; 

1,451,68·'.t 
27,878 

189,238,333 

88,059,000 

33,993,000 

16,469,816 

17,129,S95 

106,836,225 
1,844,260 

201,080 

25,600 

~~~~-=- :: ~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:;::I 35,:~::~ 33,~~~::: 
Potatoes-Receipts •...•••.•.•••••.•••••••............•• !Jnsh. 753,907 602,675 
Salt ...................................... bbls. 202,377 271,521 

" " ...................................... sacks. 104,406 78,781 I 
'' '' ...................................... .... bush. in bulk . ............................................... . 

Butter ••••.••••.•.•...••••••••.•••...•.••••••..•........ lbs. .•••• ..•.. .. .... •. 8,627,056 

FOREIGN SHIPMENTS. 

1879 • 

$2,142,949 

4,154,754 

17,093,362 

13,360,636· 

5,00-2,165 

713,728 

1,831,517 

46,037,578 

472,4~•} 

4,072 
8,000,000 

461,979 

20,278 

817,59•1' 

220,891,273 

420,654 

182,648 

1,762·,224 
33,953 

280,986,361 

77,811,500 
27,713,700· 

20, 786,74it 

20,042,734 
107,176,052 

1,684,960 

267,533 

34,213 

36',978,150 

575,538· 

963,047 

244,966 

78,345 

439,788 

8,961,965· 

The foreign shipments on through bills of lading.during the year• 1878 and 18i9 were as follows for the 
a.rli.cles stated: 

. Flour. Cotton. Wheat. Tobacco. Can. Beef. Meats. Hams . 
Bbls. Bales. Bush. Hhds. Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 

Totals for 1879.; •••••••••• 619,103 214,850 325~012 1,982 11,267,355 7,535,947 1,431,841 

Totalo. for 1878 ..•.••.•..•• 2651968 121),8-21 16,188 7,349 168,700 8,613,706 I 
·-~~-

TONNAGE RECEIPTS. 
These tlgures embrace only a few of the. principal articles, and are presente,d simply to illustrate the 

extension of tbis department of trade. The growth of trade is also forcibly illustrated by the following 
table, taken from the last offi&ial report, showing tonnage receipts by river and rail: 

~~~~~~~~~~-

1879. 1878. 1877. 1876. 1875. 

Recei>ed by rail ..•.•.•••.••..•••..••••••• 4,663,078 3,785,307 3,464,388 3,431,220 3,232,770 
Received b_y- ri,~er ............................................. '" .... 688,970 714,700 644,485 688,755 663,525 

Total tons .••••••••••••••••..•..••..•••.••.••.. 5,352,048 "4,500,007 4,108,873 4,119,975 2,896,295 

Sh'.pped by r~il. ......•••••••••••.•••••...•.•••••.. 
1 

2,285,716 1,880,559j 1,652,850 1,659,950 1~301,450-
Shipped by r1 ver.......... .• • • • • • • • • • • ••.••••.... 1 677,145 614,5751 597,670 600,225 659,095 

Total tons ...••.•••••••.•.••••••.••.....•..••.• : 2,962,8611 2,495,234! 2,2?0,520 2,260,175 l,9'l0,54l> 
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Of the inm·ea;;e of receipt;,, the J;!l·r;est proportion 
was from tile w·est and South, and the same is true of 
the incruase of shipments. r[1hO Reeretary of the 
Exchange states that "in nll the lettding commod
ities, with scarcely an exception, the i~esnlt of the 
last year's buBincsB sho~tvs a gratifying increase.'' 

IMPOR.TS. 

The foreign valne of c01nn10Uities import.eel into 
St. J,ouis dnl'ing 187!1 wus $1,751,840, !tnd the duties 
paid $82.S,S52·.H8. r,ehe iLnlOl.u1tB of the annua,l cust01n
hou~c colle<~tions, during a period of nearly twenty 
years, were as follows: 

Total col-
Year. Ieetions. 
lSGl.... . • .. . • . . • • • . . . . • • . • . • . $18,609. 78 
1SH2 .................... ' •• • • • .. • • • • 31,0ln.6,i 
lSmJ •••• ' ••••••.••• .,. • • • • • • • .. .. • • • .. 49,910.33 
JSCH.. •• •• .. • • •.• • •• . .. . . • • . . .... •• !l4,759.B2 
1SG5 .......... .................... -.. ~ •. .•. ... 654,583 .. 21 
lSGG .................... •·.. ...... •• '8:!4,9:J5.78 
18i17.,. .......... ~ ••.. ~ .................. 1,2!J7,255.88 
18ll8 ••••••••••.• ' ................ l,457,985.6(1 
18()9 .............. -. .••..•..••••.••••• l,7M,112.31 
1870 ••••••••• ; .•••••.••••••••••••••• 2,0:J'i,'(84.15 
1871 ................................ l,H05,20H.55 
18i2......... • • • . . . • • . • • • • • . • .. • • • .. 1, 7:~0,050.21 
l87:l..... •• • .. . •• • • • • • • • . • • • • • • .. .. l,40H.U4.6.:l0 

. 187·i ................................ 1,70~,5Hl.78 
1875 .• ~ ................. ~"' .............. 1,186,202.87 
1876 .... ~ ............................ 1,777,~69.05 
.l8i 7 ...................... ; • • • • • • • .. 1,:lo.i, 71ll.59 
1878 ............................... l,HHl,:l75.10 
.!SW............................ 850,407.28 

'rlie tauleB given :ti.love :trc only partial illustra
trations of the lmsiness of St. Louis. There itro 
ntimcrouH eommodit!ea belonging t(> tl'atle not em
brae(ld therein; they do not ilrnltHlo any Hhowing 
<>f lnanufnctures, nor of the llusincss in fron, gro~ 
<.\eri_cs, d1~y goods, boots itnd Bh0<is, saddler,-, brew
ing, glass works, furnitnrc rn:iking, carriage u.nd 
wagon fac1tories, and miscellaneous indtrntri<'s, nor 
the immense a!;'gregate t1·a11Ractio11s Of retail deal. 
ers, In the last United States census, the value of 
the product of the city's manufactures was given ut 
~158,7Gl,013, and the invested capital, $60,357,001; tmd 
it is fair to presu111e that the i11~;rease, during th<> 
decade just closed, has been in correspondence with 
the gellCrl.11 growth of. the city in population and 
wealth. Iu reference to miscellaneous branches of 
-city business and commerce, ·not included in the 
tabular exhibit given, a like increase may be pre
dicted. It is in. connection, h.owcver, with the 
great staple articles of human food and human 'use, 
that the trade and commerce of St. Lonis is best 
·exen:q>li:6.ed. 

TB:E BANKING BUSINESS. 

At the Close of the :rear 1879 there were five 
National Banks, and twenty State Banks doing 
business in the.city. The aggregate assets, as ofilci
,,.llyreti'.trned, am.9unted to $41,321,911. The clearings· 
for the year were $1,119,368;256, against $957,268,852 
for the year 187$, showing an increase of transac
tions of $162,099,3'74, which is at the rate of 17. per 
<:ent. Jalances for the year 1879 aggregated $97,112," 
269, against $85,875,281 . in 1878. The policy of the 
banks is at once prudent and liberal; money rarely 
rules at high rates in St. J;ouis, and . tile supply is 

eeldom restrieted. 'l'he enormous incrense in the 
grain and cotton trade, '1lld othel' important st!Lples, 
is ratpid1y extending hanking operfitions, and tho 
um1kcrs :inil lm:;iness men fnlly understand the sit· 
uation; new facilities, and inereftsed capital ~ire 
always ready to meet the demands of au exp:inding 
co1n1neree. 

VALUES O~' Rl•cAL AND PEi~SONAL I'IWPERTY. 

There is no official dnta for estimnting the munic, 
ip'al wdalth, except the ni;sessment for taxes. This 

. basis is unt more satisfa<.>,tory in St. Louis thnu in 
other farge eities, because the real estate yalues m·e 
necessarily only approximations, aud a large portion 
of the personal property either eYndes or is not sub
ject to taxation. ·'£he aggregate aHsessmeut has 
been teduecd the last few years, owing to the 
exnnrption of ohurnh property and that held for 
charitable usen, under the new constitution, nnd to 
other causes. It was bver ~180,000,000, in 1877, and is 
stnted i>t .~163,Sl:J,920, for the year 1879. 'l'his, to a 
stranger, would indi<latc a falling off in wealth,when, 
of course, the reverse is· the ease. Adding to the 
present assessment, of real and personal property a 
rough estimate of the values not included therein, 
owing to exemption and otherwise, an'd the aggre· 
gate is over ~:l00,000,000. The official assessments, 
commencing with 1864, were as follows: 

YEAR • St. Louis St.Louis Real 
City of I CiL-y of 

--'----!- neal 1"8tate. and Persomtl. 

1804.... .. • • • .. • . . • . • • • if5:>,20fi,8~0. I ~63,059 78. 

1865................... 73,1l60,700 ' 87,625,534 

186G................. .. 81,961,610 ,1 105,245,210 
1867................... 88,625,600 112,907,660 

1SH8....... • • • • • • • • • • • 94,36-;l,370 116,582,140' 

18GH ....... ·........... 113,G26,410 138,523,480 

1870 .....••••.••.• -• • • . 119,080,800 147,969,660 

1871 ..... • •• •• • ••• • • ••• 12;3,833,flflO I!JS,272,480 

1872 .••.••••••••••••• ·/ 129,2.35,180. 162,689,l)70 
lb'7a. • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • 149, 144,400 180,278,950. 

1874.... . . • • • • • • • • .. • • • 141,0cil,4h'O 17'2,100,270 

1875 ..... :. . • • •• • • . • • • llll,141,020 166,999,(IB() 

1876.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 132,785,450 166,4.U,110 

1877.... ••••• •• ••. •• • • 148,012,750 181,345,560 

1878.. .• • ••• • . • ••. •• • • • 140,976,540 I 172,829,~lSO 
1879 •.•••. '········ .• ·_:'.._ __ ].~~7!!6~ 163,813,9-20 

The total tax rate on city prope1·ty, last year, was 
'two dollars and sixtyeents on the one hundred dol
lars, which included State, city, and school taxes. 

THE GRAIN TRADE. 

The vast extent of fertile agricnltural territory 
tributary to St, Louis ma:Ue it a :fixed fact, even at 
an early period in its history, that the city was 
destined to control a large grain trade. As the 
settlemen.t and development of this and ad
joining States p.rogressed, the possibilities of the 
grain trade became more apparent; but it is only 
within the last two or tbree years that the merchants 
have begun to realize the. true proportions ot this 
bus'iness. The removal of obstructions at the month 
of the Mississippi, by the completion of the jetties, 
has had an h:nmense effect in stimulating the trade. 
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The markets. of Europe demand the surplus grain 
products of the great West, and now that St. Louis 
possesses, ·via New Orleans, a f:ree, unobstructed 
water-way to the sea, it ill :rapidly becoming the 
central receiving and shipping point of these pro
ducts. The transfer of grain from St. Louis to New 
Orleans, in barges, and thence to Europe and other 
countries, is at pre.senbonly in its incipiency. That 
the 'growth of the trade during the next few years 
Will assume an astonishing magnitude is certain, 
and as the superior facilities of this route, not only 
in greater safety but reduced cost and reduced loss 
in handling, are generally understood and appre
ciated, the receipts of grain at this city will im
mensely increase. The statistics given in the last 
official report of the secretary of the Merchants' 
Exchange show how important the annual increase 
la at present. 

THE ST. LOUIS B:!EWERIES. 

The.beer made in St. Louis is among the best, if 
not· the best, manufactured in America, and large 
shipments. are now annually made to many·points 
in the old and· new world; The. expansion of the 
business during late years has been steady and 
rapid, and upon the most permanent basis. The 
production for the pa11t three years was as follows: 

18'77 •••• 471,232 barrels or 14,608,192 gallons. 
1878 •••• 521,68! 16,172,204. 
1879 •••• 618,667 19,0-23,677 

FLOUR. 

The manufacture of Jlour has for many years 
been an important branch o_f.St. Louis industry, and 
ls steadily increasing. The product of the twenty
:fonr mills operated last year, was 2,142,949 barrels, 
against 1,916,290 bari-els for lSiS, and 1,517,921 in 1877. 

Adding to this amount recei\•ed and handled by 
jobbers, viz., 2,011,SOO barrels, the total amount,. 
handle(l by millers and joblJ~rs during the year, of 
4,154,'iM barrels is had, against 3,6.'l.1,872 ban:els in 
1878, and 2,938,3"28 barrels i1;1 1877. The shipments 
aggregated 3,041i,035 . lm1"11'ls, of which equal to 
619,lOS were' shipped to Em;ope, principally in sacks, 
1,~9,504 barrels to the south, and shipments east, 
l,30S,SS7 barrels. The growth of the .fiour business 
is plainly illusb:ate<l by these figures, and it is 
almost quite certain that the same causes that are 
so rapidly extending the grain trade of St. Louis, 
will opemte to increase manufacture in the future. 

COTTON. 

The fact that St. Louis is sitdated north of the, 
cotton-producing .region and further from the sea 
eeeme1l, some year,; ago, ::i,; a nutuml obstacle to its 
bee.oming. a great cotton nu1rket. The results 
achieved during the la't few years, howel"er, have 
shown that it is <lestined lo become in the imllledi
ate future the 1arge.<t market mid eontfolibg inland 
cottoi1 center of the contiuetit The progress has 
heen sn ra.pid and so gi·ent a~ to constitute o'ne of 
the ·most emphatic triUlllI>hs in conu:u.e1·dal history, 
ii.ii the whole de_vl'lopment'has _been effected in a.pe
riod o! Jes• thau ten years. The receipts during the 
cotton. season of 1869-jO were less than for the year 
l866-67, and the true growth only colUlllenced in the 

season of 1870-71. From that date up to the present 
the receipts, as given by authentic sources, were: 

1870-71 ••••••••••.••• · ••••••••••••• bales, 20,270 

1871-72 ••.••.•••.•. ••••••••••••••• .. 36,421 
1872-73..................... .. . . . . 59,700 
1873-74... ••• • •• • •• • •• • • • . •••••••• 103,741 
1874-75.,.'...................... .. . " 133,966 

1875-76 •••••••• ··········~--~···· 245,209 
1876-77 ••••••••• :... •••••••••• •••• 217,734 
1877-78 .•••••••••••••.•••• ; • • . • . • • 246,314 
1878-7!! ........................... : .. 835, 799 

The cotton year commences September 1st. Re-· 
ceipts from September 1, 1879, to February 27, 1880, 

were 430,752 bales, or abo1;1t 100,000 more than for the 
whole last cotton year. Gross receipts this year are· 
estimated at 500,000 bales. This, at $65 per bale, rep-

. ·sents $32,tiOO,OOO. The value of 20,000 bales, which 
came to the city ten years ago, was about $1,300,000. 
This plendid progress has been largely caused by 
the extensive and complete facilities provided in. 
this city for the handling and shipping of cotton, and 
also to the wise and liberal spirit of the railroads 
connecting St. Louis with the cotton States west of 
the Mississippi River. The cotton compress of the 
St. Louis Compress Company is the largest eveX"· 
constructed, having a capacity for compressing'be· 
.tween 3;000 and 4,000 bales a day, with covered stor· 
age-room for 150,000 bales. This is undoubtedly a 
magnificent branch of b:ade, and contributes largely 
to the commercial wealth and enterprise. The ship
ments for the last two years were as follows: 

1877-78; 1878-79. 
To the East •.••..•••.•••••• 226,129 317,269 

South .•••..•.••••.•• 10,194 7,208 
North ....•••••••••• 3,9"...S 1,0'72 
West ....•....... .,. 358 217 

Total bales •••••••••••.•• 240,604. 3215,766 

Large as the cotton business of St. Louis now is, 
there is every prospect of an extensive increase 
within the xiext three or four years, as e.otto11t cul
ture is extended in the South and SoU.thweat. 

THE IRON TR.A.DE. 

That the 1ne:s:haustible deposits of iron ore in the 
State of Missouri and the abundance of the coal sup
ply should have led to extensive furnaces, rolling 
mills, foundries, iron and steel works, ef all kinds, in 
the city of St. Louis, is not surprising. .An immense-

. industry bas been developed within a period of ten 
or :fifteen years,. and notwithstanding the general, 
depression of the ·iron trade during the last few 
years, it is to-day one of the most important depart 
ments of manufacture. The iron business includes 
so many branches, viz.: The manu:facture of pig 
iron and its· conveTsio.n into bar iron, to steel, to 
castings, and the making of articles of iron, such as 
engines, machinery, stoves, etc., all made from the· 
original pig iron or bars, that it is difficult, in the 
absence of oJlicial statistics, to calculate the amount 
invested in. the industry. Tlle result of inquilies 
seems to sllmv tnat the amount of· capital at present 
invested in tne business in this ~ity is · nearly 
$8,700,000, and the .value of production, in view of 
the recent advance in prices, about $11,745,ooe. Tliis 
includes , boiler making, furnaces,' rolling mills, 
machine shops, mill machinery, nuts and bolts, 
wire and 'wh·e goods, etc., and there is no ?oubt the 
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aggregate stated is below the real volume of the 
trade. The present .revival in iron manufacture 
and profitable prices will soon greatly increase ·the 
business in this city, owing to its favqrable situaticin 
for supplying all parts of the city and the boundless 
supplies of ore and coal. This one industry in itself · 
possesses wonderful. possibilities of development 
and of increasing the municipal wealth, because it 
is one that must expand with the increasing popu
lation and settlement of the country. It is a busi
ness that rests· upon the basis of a great staple 
article of ha.man use, orie that is absolutely necc8· 
sary in every step of commercial progress, and this 
unquestioned truth renders its extension in this 

· city a ~tter of certainty. Within a distance of less 
than one hundred miles, and connected by railroads, 
exists abundance otthe best kind of ore; on all sides, 
and within a i·adius of thirty miles, are immeasur- · 
able coal deposits, and these facts; in connection 
with the capitali,tnd the manufacturing and shipping 
facilities by ;river and rail available here; make it 
evident that the future extension of the .trade must 
be felt :inost immediately and powerfully at St. 
Louis. ' 

DRY GOODS. 

In the wholesale and retail branches of the dry 
goods trade, St. Louis does a large and increasing 
business. .Acco1·ding to a careful estimate made by 
one of the large me1·chants, the amount of capital 
employed by the dry goods houses will reach $10,· 
000;000, and the· amount of business annually $85,-
0001000. During the last ten years the t1·ade has 
doubled in. the aggr.egate. The jobbers report that 
the greatest increase in tbeir business . is from 
•outhwest Texas and Arkansas. . Within the past 
ftve years many new Muses have been added to the 
trade, ancl several beautiful and substantial build· 
Ing~ have been erected for both the wholesale 
and retail business. During the present s1iring and 
the ensuing summer, it is expected that the oper
ations of the trade will be larger than in any pr11-
T.iou11 season •. 

PROVISIONS AND GR09ERIES. 

The results of .the paclting seasons in St. Louis for 
1878-9 show 629,261 hogs, against 509,540 for preced
ing season, al!ld the receipts of product 107,SlU,156 
pounds, against 76,070,~ pounds for 1878. The ex
ports· last season were 220,891,273 pounds, against 
188,529,593 in 187~. The shiplll.Cnts direct to Europe 
were 7,535,947 pounds of meats, 1,431,841 pounds of 
hams, and 6'8,877pounds of lard. The balance of.the 
shipments were to the South, for consumption, and 
to Eastern markets. There is only one other point 
in the United States that exceeds St. Louis in the 
packing business, and tbat ii! Chicago, and this w.;, 
oess will ptobably be only temporary. 

The ·aggregate amount of sales by tile wholesale 
grocery trade of St, L<iuis; during lSW, is estimated 
at $22,0QO,OOO, embracing orders from nearly all im· 
portant points i:O. the South a.nd West.· The yea1"s 
operations were ®nsiderably in excess of the pre
vious'years, and.generally satisfactory in charac
ter. The receipts of co:lfee in.St. Louis. are rapidly 
Increasing, and this coffee market is now one M the 
la,rgest"in the world. In 1879 there were received 
here 267,538 ba\!s, .of 180 poun·d$ eacl,1, und nbout 
one-eighth of the eutil'~ la$~ ;RjQ crop. 

The sugar tra,de of St. Louis has fo1· many years. 
been of great importance, not only trom the amount. 
of the capital employed in it, but on account of the 
ex;tent of the refining operations. The :receipts of· 
refined sugar from the East in 1879, were 89,993. 
barrels, 300 pounds each, a,nd the Jlroc;Iuct of the 
Delcher Refinery, for ten months, 193,000 barrels; 
total.trade in refined sugars, 283,000 barrels. ·Amount. 
of raw sugar received for the year, was 65,225 hogs" 
heads, 1,100 pounds each, and J,224 boxes and 595 
bags of West India sugar, the greater portion ot 
which was used by the Delcher Refinery. 

In the numerous other branches of the provision 
and grocery trade, St. Louis has an extensive and 
increasing trade, 

LIVE STOCK, LUMBER, TOBACCO, .SPIRITS •. 

In live stock, the receipts for three years were aa 
follows: 

Cattle. 
1879 •••••• 420,654. 
1878 .••••• 406,285 
1877 •••••• 411,969 

Sheep. 
182,648 
168,095 
200,502 

Hogs. 
1,762,724 
1,4.51,634 

896,319 

Horses and· 
Mules. 
32,289 
27,878 
~,652 

The business done in lumber, durillg 1879, is indi
cated by the following :figures: 

Lumber, 
Shipments (river• foet. 

and rail) ...... 161,953,000 
Local Consump. 

tion ..• : ••.••... 1S0,857,li51 

Shingles, 
:Pieces. 

37,450,000 

'2,500,500 

La.th, 
pieces. 

16,300,000 

9,229,830 

Total ...•••• 301,810,551 79,959,500 . 25,529,830 

The total receipts of tobacco, for 1871lj were 20,278 
hogsheads; including 3,850 hogsheads received by 
:manufacturer$ from other markets, and balance of 
previous year's crop. The following statement 
shows the manufacturing operations in St. Louis, 
for three years: 

1877. 
Tobacco, lbs .•.• 5,448,522 
Cigars, M: •••••• :. 33,920 
Snulf, lbs........ 35,595 

1878. 
5,954,747 

86,560 
. 36,180 

1879. 
8,642,688 

35,042 
41,180 

The trade in highwines and whiskies is illustrated 
by the follow'ing :figures: 

Dushels of grain 1nashed and 
distilled........................ : 614,514.59 

Spirits produced, gallo11s .••• : ••• 2,2"..S,088.00 
Spirits rectiJied or compounded 

in 1st Dist. Mo., 1879, gallons.. 2,946,Sil.20 · 
Total No. gallons gauged in this 

Dist. by U. S. gaugers in 1879 •• l0,650,Q84.36 
In lead, wood and hides, hemp and bagging, till 

kinds of feed, and :many other articles, a large a.nd 
profitable bi;tsiness was tr:uisacted. 

THE 'RA.ILRO>UJ F.A.CILITIES. 

The establish:rnent ·ot a. grand railroad center at 
the Union Depot was made a possibility uy the 
building of the rii,agnit!cent bridge over the Misslil
slp11i Rivor;atthe foot ofWashingtonaveuue. This 
structure, and.the tunnel connecting it with tke 
depot, forms one of the most remarkable engineer· 
ing achievements in tile world, and has given to· 
the city unequii.Ied facilities for the :management of 
railroad traffic. It ccmsolidates rai!roitd . business 
near the 1;usiness center of the city, and the trans.
fer of pu.ssenge1'1i and freight is. more conveniellt . 
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and expe(Utious aml attended with less cost than in 
any other city of the country. All the roads enter 
the t'nion Depot through the tunnel, except three 
or four, so that the great feature of a common rail· 
road center is obtained without an)~ sacrifice of 
<>ther interests. The railroad lines eentering at the 
depot are as follows: 'Yest roads-)lissouri Pacific, 
f'.t. Louls & San Francisco, ""abash, St. Louis & 
..(_..ad.tit•, Chica.go, .A .. lton & St. I .. ouis, Missouri, I.\:.ansas 
& Texas, also a number of other roads, the starting 
point of which is west of St. Louis, but which may 
be said to connect with the Union Depot. South 
road$.-St. Loni::;, Iron :Mountain & Southern, Mis
souri, Kansas & Texas, Ile:ijeville & Southern 
Illinois, Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis (St. 
Loui.; Division), Cairo & St. Louis. East roads
Ohio & Mississippi, St. Louis, Alton & Chicago, 
Indianapolis & St. Louis, St. Louis, Vandalia, Terre 

·Haute & Indianapolis, ·wauash, St. Louis & Pacific, 
Illinois & St. Louis. North roads-Vi'abash,. St. 
Louis & Paci.fie (Iowa DiYision), .Chica~o, Burling
ton & Quincy (St. Louis Division), St. Louis, Keokuk 
& Xorthwestern. 

During the past two years the railroad system 
has l>een consideral>ly extended, and to this fact 
nmst to a large extent be attril>uted the increased 
volume of business. The tonnage received by river 
and rail has been stated a!Jove. sl!Louis is now one 
of the greatest inland railroad centers in the world, 
and this fact, taken in connection with the JJOnring 
of population into Te=s and the territory west of 
the city, and the immense increase that may l>e 
e:iq,ected in the agricultural and mineral production 
of this region, make~ it certain that all branches of 
trade must he greatly enlarged in the immediate 
future. 

THE CITY .'u'<D ITS GOVER.."f:!IIENT. 

A summary of the growth, trade and wealth of St. 
Louis would be incomplete without some particulars 
reslK'<lting the plan o:f the muni,cipal government, 
the institutions established under it, and the im
provements carried out for the purpose of increasing 
the attractions of the city as a place of residence, 
nm! the securing of social order and the best simi · 
tary contl.itions. • 

From the date of the :first incorporation of the 
ton of St. Louis, in 1800, up to three years ago, 
there had been many changes in character, provis· 
ions, and :frequent extensions of the city limits. In 
lB'.!-2, the limits, as extended and defined, might be 
said to be embraced between Rutger and Biddle 
street$, and Seventh street and the river, an area of 
Jess than one square mile, having a length north and 
E-Onth of not much more than a mile a,nd a hali, and 
a width oi about half a mile. The last e:>.-tension of 
the limits was made at the time of the adoption of 
the present charter, and the city now embraces a 
territory of oYer sixty-two square miles in extent, 
or nearly forty thousand acres, with a length of sev
enteen miles from north to south, and si.x and five
eighths miles from east to west. The river front is 
eighteen miles and a half, and the length of paved 
wharf three and one-third miles. Lengtll of im· 
proved streets tliree hundred and fifteen miles, and 
of alleys fort;··nine miles. It has nearly one hnn· 
drN1 and twenty miles of street railways in 011eration. 
The.re are cue hundred and ninety-five miles of sub· 
stantial •ewers, forming an admirable sewer system, 

and one that is constantly being extended. The cost 
of the sewers has been $6,093,302, of which $1,209,634. 

has been e:i,."})ended for a single sewer, l\Iill Creek 
sewer, which runs through the old Mill Creek valley, 
.iu the center of the city. Incidental to the construc
tion of the sewers, it may be remarked that the 
death-rate has l>een greatly reduced as the system 
was extended. The last official mortality statistics 
are elsewhere presented. 

The present lJlan of the municipal government 
presents son1e ne·w and interesting· features. 'l'he 
existing charter was prepared under authority 
granted by the State Constitution in a special pro
vieiou rel::tting- to St. Louis. ~Formerly the city \Vas 
embraced in the county of St. Louis, and a county 
and a city government were !Joth administered 
within the municipal limits. The new Constitution 
authorized a separation of the municipal govern· 
merits, which had been congenitally united, and the· 
work of preparing the scheme of sepamtion and a 
charter for the city was intrusted to a board of thir· 
teen :freeholders, elected by the i:leople for that 
purpose. The scheme and charter, when completed, 
were sul>mitted to the people at a special election, 
held in 1876, and were adopted and went into opera
tion the ensuing year. The separation of the 
governments was effected without serious trouble, 
and a re-organization took place under the new law. 
The city became wholly independent of county 
control, and is not included in any county of the 
State. It levies and collects its mvn revenue, and 
the State revenue within its limits, and manages and 
conducts its own affairs, free from all outside inter· 
ference and control except so far as the Constitution 
admits of action by the Legislature. The constant 
changes in the charter in past years exercised ll. 
detrimental effect on the welfare of the city, and it 
was to prevent this evil that ~he new plan was 
devised. The present charter can be amended at 
intervals of two years by proposals therefor sub· 
mitted by the law-making authorities of the city to 
the qualliied voters at a general or Epecial election. 
The Legislature may amend the charter, but only 
under the restrictions respecting special legislation, 
so that it is evident the municipal government rests 
npon a fu·m and permanent basis highly favorable 
to true prosperity. ' 

The legislative power of the city is vested in a 
council and house of delegates, styled the Mu
nicipal Assembly. The conncil is composed of 

thirteen members, chosen on a general tic~et by the 
voters of the city, and the hon•e of delegates con. 
sists of one meml>er from each of the twenty-eight 
wards, elected b~· the voter. iu sai<l ward. The 
111ayor aild lleads of departments, including i.he 

iiresident of the· Board of Public Improvements, are 
elected by the people for a term of four years, and 
the balance of the more important officers are 
appointed by the mayor, with the approval of the 
eouucil. The charter generally, though not free 
:from mistakes, is much the best one the city has 
had, and under its operation a better execution of 
public work and a more ec.onomical system of 
e:>.-penditures have undoubtedly been secured. 

THE POLICE FORCE. 

The police force of the citv numbers five hundred 
men, and requires for its mainteuan~e about $550,000 
per annum. The police force i~ well <lrille.d and is 
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in a high state of efficiency, but is hardly adequate 
ior the patrol of the immense territory embraced in 
the city limlts. II,;wever, the protection of life and 
property in this city, as indicated by the o1llcial 
statistics of crime, is in every respect excellent. 
The city is divided into six police districts, con
taining. eleven station honses. The arrests for the 
last iiscal year were as follows: Statecases (tbese 
cases embrace all serious crimes), 1,460; city cases 
(violation of ordinance), 12,576. Value of stolen 
and lost money and other property returned to 
owners, through the instrmnentality of the polic" 
force, during the year, $151,442.15. 

There are also one regiment and one battalion of 
militia ready to respond tu a call from the authori
ties in· an e1nergency. 

IIEALTII. 

The official niortitlity lists. of St. Louis, wh<m com
pared with other importttnt cities of the United 
States, forcibly illustrate the salubrity of the 
climate ancl the excellent sanitary condition of the 
c:ity. Of the fourteen l:trge.;t cities St. J,ouis ranl<s 
lowest, tl:te death-rate being twelve per 1,000 of in
habitants. 

ARCHITECTURAL GROWTH AND CHARAC

'fERISTICS. 

The growth of St. Louis in building, during the 
last iive or ten years, has been more steady and 
substantial than any eity in the country. Even 

· during the late period of commercial uncertainty 
and depression there was no pause in building 
operations, investments in reitl estate continuing 
to be made 011 the basis of coniidence in the future 
of the city. A large number of important buildings 
for business purposes have been ierected recently, 
and the residence districts have b'l:own more beauti
ful and extended en.ch year. 'l'he leading charac
teristi<is of the architectural growth of the city is 
the solid and permanent lHtture of improvements. 
The city may truly be said to be one of brick, stone 
and iron, reftecting, in the substantial character of 
its buildings, the prudent spirit am1 strong founda
tions of the commercial enterprise of the citizens. 
It is a city built to last, and to fitly represent the 
wealth and industries of the Great West. The 
:Merchants' Exchange is undoubtedly the iinest 
edi:fice of the kind in the United States, and the 
business buildings on Third, Fourth, Fifth and 
Sixth streets, and on Washington avenue and other 
intersecting thoroughfares, will compare favorably. 
with the business .architecture to be seen any
where. The Court House, the ]'our Courts and 
.Tail, the lnsurance building (Sixth and Locust), and 
the Lindell Hotel, are structures of which any city 
might be justly proud. The Southern IIotel is 
rapidly arising from she ashes of the conflagration 
that swept away the original edifice, and in a short 
time will add its completed beauty to the architec
tural attractions of the city. The new Custom 
House and Post-O:ffice is approaching completion, 
and will be a splendid municipal feature. 'Jelle 
tupnel, connecting the bridge with the Union Depot, 
runs in front of the eastern baseme11t wa'!l of the 
great building, affording new and peculiar facilities 
for the delivery of the mails to and from passing 
ruins. Many of the most cctstlybusiness houses, and 

public baildings have been cre<:1ted within the past 
decade, and various additional architcc.turul enter
prises are in progress of executionLamong them 
the St. Louis J..i:t Museum and the ~'1.eademy and 
Training S".ilool, in connection \vith the 1Vasliington 
University. 
· The botanical garden, at Tower Grove Park, is also 
one of the features of the city, and dnring tbe p1tst 
decade a number of handsome aml costly stone 
churches have been erected in various parts of the 
city. 

EDUCATIONAI, AND R.ELIGIOUS. 

The universities and public and private schools 
of St. Louis c~ate an educational system unsur
passed in any city in the world, and equaled by 
few. It embraces every element necessary to meet 
the wants of all classes of popul tltion, whatever 
may be their peculiar views, religious or social; 
while our magniJicent system of public school& 
afford a sound educational course free of all ex· 
t>enso. It has been often remarked that this is a 
city of churches, and it certainly possesses very 
excellent accommodations in that line. Religious 
opinions of every shade are represented. 

PARKS. 

St. Louis possesses eighteen fine parks, costing· 
$3,477,543.01 since their estahlishment. 'l'hey are so. 
distributed throughout the city its to exercise the 
most direct influence for the bene:J}t of the citizens. 
Besides the parks within the municipal limits, there. 
are four large driving parks open to the public, · 

MUNICU'AL IMPROVEMENTS. 

The· charitable and correctional institutions of 
the city, which arc in charge of 11 most eJ!icient 
commissioner and board, are the City Hospital, 
costing to date $150,000; the Female IIosµ.ital, 
$90,000; Insane Asylum, $1,000,000; Poor-House, 
$,100,000; Quarantine Hospital, $70,000; House of Re
fuge, $50,000; the jail (one of the largest and best 
arranged in the country) ; the Four-Courts, Oourt
IIouse, and City H>tll. Tbe last named public 1, 
edifices cost, appr~ximately, $5,000,000. 

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The city has organized a most complete fire de
partment for the protection of property. The 
twenty engine houses represent a cost of $168,000; 
the twenty steam iire engines, hose carriages, etc., 
$137,000, and the v:iJue of 128 h1n-s1.,.s, linrness, fu1·ni
ture, wagons, etc., is $34,000-total, $33D,OOO. All the 
engines and appar•ttns are of the hest modern 
pattern, and the force of men is efficient and well 
disciplined, and commanded by a chief of e"--perience 
and ability. There is i10 city in the country, of 
approximate size, with a better equiped ilre de
partment. The best system of tire alarm telegra1>h 
is in operation, by which immediate notice of iire 
can be sent to the engin,e houses :from the most 
distant residence districts. The cost of supporting I 
the department is about ~270,000 per annum, includ
ing the alarm system. 

THE WATER WOHKS. 

The water supply of it great and growing city is 
always a matter of pressing and paramount impor
tance. In St. Louis, an elaborate and costly s1·stem 
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of water works has been constrneted, by which a 
plenp.inl. supply of ·wholesome water has been 
secured .in all quarters of the city. The wate1· is 
taken. from the Mississippi l'tiver, some distance 
from the shore, and pumped Into settling. basins, at 
JUssell's Point. I!r is all~wed· to stand in these 
basins nntil the sediment has settled, and it is then 
pumped into the main pipes leading to the city, and 
the sarPlus to Compton Hill Reservoir, in the south· 
western portion of the city. The distributing system 
of pipes is supplied from the stand-pipe on Grand 
_.\venue and from the Compton Hill Reservoir. 
.~ccording to the last official report, the quantity 

of water pumped into the city mr;iraged U,350,000 
United States gallons daily, and the cost of pumping 
one million gallons (both services) was $15.20, of 
which $4.59was for pumping at low se.rvice intq set· 
tling.basins, and $10.61 for pumping at'high service 
into the citv. The "'"t of these works was in the 
neighborho~d of $u,uno,ooo,.and the operating ex
penses, as per last report, aggregated nearly $200,000 
for the year. At. the time the works. were con
structed, it was supposed their capacity of supply 
would be equal to the wants of tbe city for a long 
term of vears; but, so rapid has been the municipal 
growth,· that already the necessity' of extending 
them is beeoming apparent. The water of tile llfis. 
sissippi is agreeable to drink, free from impm1ities, 
and under the conditions which it i~ distributed by 
the present s:;stem, entirely healthful in character. 
Oarefril aualyses;bycompetent chemists, have dem
onstrated this fac.t, and it is further corroborated by 
the remarkable salubrity of the city, as shown by 
the mortnlity reports presented above. During tlle 
prevalence of cholera, in 1866, the most severely 
a111icted localities were those where water. taken 
from "'ens was used. It has also been frequently 
proved that Mississippi water, when confined in 
casks, will preserve its freshness and purity longer 
than any: other known in the country,and, owing to 
this fact, is particularly desirable for ship use. 

THE ST. LOUIS FAIR ASSOCIATION. 

The St. Louis Fair Association is not only one of 
the most attractive institutions of ·the city, but it 
hits also been one of the most important factors in 
the development of the .agricultural · a.nd various 
other resources of the State. During the twenty· 
Jive years of its existence it has enlarged beyond 
the most sanguine expectations of its founders, and 
at the present time enjoys a national reputation. 
The Fair Association now possesses eighty-three 
and :fifty-six one hundredth acres of land, costing 
over $100,000; it is eligibly located Within tbe city 
limits, and e·asy of access from all quarters. The 
money spent on improvement$ sinee1856amounts to 

$1,000,000. The new amphitheatre, erected in 1870; 
has a seating capacity of 60,000, and is unequaled in 
construction and proportions. ' 

The capital stock of the association is $82,000, and 
is divided among 1,0•57 individual holders, so that it 
cannot be classed as a close corporation, and the 
wise policy of investing the large ammal income 
in new attr;lctlons is thus assured, and the like. 
lihood of tile" Great Fair" bec.oming a mere money. 
making scheme reduced to a minimum. This plan 
has resulted in the construction of the most com· 
modious and admirably arra,nged permanent build· 
ings to be found in any park' or fair grounds in the 
United States, every class of· exhibition being located 
inn separate and distinct hall or enclosure, espe
ciully adapted to the purpose for which it is intended. 
In addition, there has been added a Zoological 
Garden, which is constantly increasing in size and 
attractiveness, each passing year witnessing the 
erection of new and expensive buildings to accom· 
modate immigrants of the animal kingdom. The 
grounds are kept in admirable con(Ution during the 
entire year, and the spacious drives. make it one Of 
the popula1• resorts of the eity, even 'when not 
occu1iied by the annual fail· which occw·s in Ol1tober, 
lasting six clays. The premium list of the l'air As· 
so<'iation !las always been generous, a11d is con
stantly increasing, and the lively competition thus 
created, has raised the standard of stock and pro· 
ductious of nll kinds, not only in the State of Mis
souri,.but throughout the entire Mississippi Valley, 
and has excited the ambition to excel among an. 
<'lasses of the industrial and commerciltl world. 
The importance of. State fairs .in educating the 
farmer, stock-raiser, and manufacturer cannot be 
over-estimated, and the State of Missouri owes 
muc.h to the energy and enterprise of the ·managers 
of this Association. · . 

The attendance at the Fair Grol).nds. during fair . 
weekaverages40,000daily, and $50,000 are distributed 
in pre1uiums. 

FUTURE PUOSPEOTS OF ST. LOUIS. 

In all important elements of wealth, in population 
and in volume of business and commercial enter
prises of all kinds, the city is rapidly and constantly 
increasing. ~'his civic growth, as shown, does not 
spring from local or sectional causes-it. is part of 
the great movement of tlie State, of the West and 

. South, in the path of progress. The city is advanc· 
ing, together with the boundless country of which it 
is the represt1ntative, and the future of both in· 
volves, at no distant day, not only a commercial and 
political supremacy Within the limits of the Union, 
but one whose influence must be felt throughout 
the world. 
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KaJisas· City~ 

. When, in the year 1821, FraneoiS, son ·of Pierre 
-Ohouteau, of St. Louis, accompanied by thirty 
French colonists, pitclied ·his tent in the great 
angle of the Missouri Riyer at the Kaw's mouth, he 
placed the keystone in the areh that was to open the 
grandest vista ever yet presented. to the American 
people-the gateway at the center of the continent 
through which, ere half a century should elapse, the 
grand tide of commerce from East to West must 
pass-the open sesame to homes elysian and of 
untold wealth, not only in mineral and agricultural 
resources, but in industries and enterprises sn1li· 
cient to engage the ambition of millions of people. 
And a. few yea.rs later, when Thomas H. :Benton 
stood upon the chalky cllifs, of what is now known 
a.a Randolph Station, pointing with prophetic :finger 
to the little Frerich nestling at the foot of the 
hills beyond" now West Kansas City, exelaiming, 
... There lies the greatest commercial center west of 
the city of St. Louis!" he uttered one of those nn· 
<erring and foreshadowing t1'1lths for which, as it 
gifted statesman, he was justly celebrated. 

ERAS OF PRoGRESS. 

Kansas City is not a pliwe of mushroom growth. It 
.has not Spt'ling up, as it were, in a night, nor has it 
come into existence as if by magic. It has had dis· 
taut eras, and each era has been stronglymark~by 
a. progress and advancement almost without p&ra.llel 
in the ·history of the land. Thus; th!! pi0neer settle• 
ment is found in 1828, already wonderfal ln 'iti! de
velqpment as an Indian trading post, commanding a 
tra.flie that was attraetilig the covetous eyes of many 
.Americans, who doubted their ability to compete 
with the ixperienced tactics of the Fre11ch in dealing 
with the red man. Nor were they in their a.rcadian 
mode of life :free :from the vicissitudes of fortune
for, in this year, ther.e eatne a 1lood that completely 
washed oilt every vestige of the trading Village, 
which, in the end, proved providential, for then com
menced the hegira to the hills adjacent; and, with ii. 

. better class of citizens, began to dawn the era of 
better dwellings and greater increase of. trade. In 
lS"..S the :llrst land o:filce was opened-a land oiil'ce in 
the midsto:t a. d,ense wilderness, whose undfil'!,'TOwth 
was the secure covert of: the deer, the wild ·cat, and 
the wolf; the log ca.bins and the little cleaxings 
were few and far between, a.rid the midnight howl· 
ings were as dreary as the stealthy tread of the un
civilized Indian, who, even in his friendliness, is not 
.always the most agreeable or · cheerful of com· 
pa1llons. But, in the :first yeai: of the second de. 
cade, · J.S30, the great A:mel."ican Fur -Oompany was 
organized by two brothei:s, William and Milton Sub
lett, and Robert Campbell, of St. Louis, a gentleman 
who understood wel1, from exper.lenceand practical 
observation~ the· commanding and prOmising posi
Uon of this bend'inthe river, which . .bil.d been seem~ 
ingly for ages the rendezvous and favorite haunt of· 
many of the most noted tribes of Western Indians. 
Other settlements soon sprilllg into eXil\tence, :one, 
twelve miles east, · Iildepencience; a.nothej:; •. four 
:miles south, on the. COU!t.,V line, au~ named We.st· 

port, as. being the extreme trading and outn.ttfng 
point within the pa.le of eivilization.:..a. place whose 
inerease in trade became so vigorous, for several 
years, as to outstrip its neighbor at the ban:k of the 
river-the infant city humbly thriving under the 
title of Westport Landing. In 1834, Messrs. 'Bent 
and St. Vrain ianded a cargo of goods atChouteau's 
trading-house for Santa Fe, New Mexieo, which 
marks not only the era of the great Santa Fe trade, 
but points the second important event toward the 
development of.the gate city to the New West. 

This constantlv 

INCREASING TRADE 

eonstituted. for many years the ehief resource w . 
prosperity, and thus history states that" in the year 
1857, six hundred Santa Fe wagons took their de· . 
parture for the plains." In 1849 Kansas City WM 

found to be the best laildin:g place for California 
immigration, whieh not orily increased the impetus 
of trade, but was a means of extensively advertisi.ng 
the rapidly groWing \•illage, which had' not yet be· 
come ambitions enough to organize a town corpora
tion. The first charter was procured in the Winter 
of 185-2-S, and in the spring of 1853 was organized the 
:ffrst municipal government. The first established 
newspaper made its. appearance in 1854,, with the 
title of the "IDuisas City Enterprise," now known· 
as the "~s City Journal." During the years 
1855-6-7, the border troubles very visibly a.fl'eeted the 

· prosperity of the city, so that bnsiness in the above 
named· years did not exceed, all told, the sum of 
$2,000,000; but at the close of the· struggle, in 185i', 
bus.mess began to revive, and it. was then. stated, in 
the files of the St. Louis "Intelligencer,'' .that she 
had the largest trade of any city of her size in the 
world. This may be distinguished. as the gTeat 

steamboat era. It was estimated that, in the year 
J.Slii;someone hundred and twenty.Ave boats diN~ 
charged at the Ka.ns8s -Oity.levee over twenty-five 
million pounds of . merchandise. In May of this 
year, also, the steambOats were employed to c.arry 
the United States mail, and in 1Sli8 the Jlrst telegraph 
pole in Jackson County was erected. 

The matter of 

IMPROVED STREETS AND ROADS 

has al'Ways been, and sm1 i&, a gre&I; nDSOlTed prob~ 
lem; though muehfabor and large amounts of money 
have been expend~, thel:'l!I is still much to do that 
will puzzle the brain of tb.e civil engineer, a:nd to . 
gladden the heart ot the ·ambitions oontraetor. As . 
to roads, Kansas. City had formidable competitors 
in the neighboring elties of LeavenwoX'th, Lawrence; 
Atchison, St. Joseph, Independence, Westport, and 
even so far away as the city ot Boonyille. 

Eighteen hoodred and 11fty-seven l\'.llS an !Jllpot'· . 
tant period in the history of the e.ity. .u t2W .time 
all there was ofit~ a fewwarehoues,o:veriOok· . 
ing the river; a fewont:fltting stores,-. aourt house. 
one or two public hostelries, a prin~otlee, wagon 
shops and sillithys, a.nd dwell.bigs )Mlriibted &bout oil 

·the side& a.nd $'ll.tliulit of the~ hills; ou 
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serpentine highway, ending at the river, in places 
scarce wide enough fo1· a single wagon· a.nd tearn; 
and winding through the forest and broken country, 
until it came into view of the town of Westport, and 
lost itself in the waving grasses of the high prairies 
bevond. Here and there excavations hlld been 
m~de into, and ]Ju,;iness houses erected. In a grove 
on a western hill, the Reverend Father Bernard 
Donnelly had erected a sylvan church, made of logs, 
in ,..=iuch God was worshiped according to the rites 
of the Catholic Church. 

But, at this time, a change had come over the 
vigorous little city-in modern phr;iseology, it was 
passing through its first boom. 

BUSINESS OF 1857. 
Rouses were being built in every direction, renting 

beforo completion in many instances for more per 
annum than their origiual cost. ::.\fechanics -were in 
great demand, and several new additioncl laid out 
and sold for ouilding lots. In August of this year, 
1857, the "Journal" pu!Jlished n statement of the 
progress, from l'>fay 1 to August 23, as follows: 

VAI,UE OF REAL ESTATE: 

l'>fayl. 
Levee lots each .•••..••••.•.• !f.250 
Other city lots .•.••••...•.... 500 
Addition on the avenue ...•. 500 
Addition on other streets .• 250 

Aug. 23. 
$ 400 
1,100 

900 
~00 

WAGONS LOADED FOR THE PI.A.INS, FROM 

May 1 to August 23 •••.••.•• ., • • • • • • • 13,440 
Men employed in loading, etc...... 20,160 
Animals employed............. • • . . 36,900 
Pounds of freight •.. : ••••.•••••.••... 40,976,000 

RECEIVED FROM THE PLAINS: 

Bul!alo robes •••.••...••••••..•••••.• 
Hides, pounds ••••.•••.•••••••••••••• 
Pelts, pounds ....••••••••••••••••••.• 
Wool and furs, pounds (value, 

$19,000) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

27,000 
131,000 

19,000 

40,000 

llERC.U."TILB BUSL."'iESS FOR CITY PUOPERTY; 

For tha.t time •...••....•.••••••..•.•. $1,075,000 
Addition............................. !50,000 

POPULA.TI01'!" L'D TllABLE WEALTH: 

Population. Assessment. 
1855..... •• • • • • • • ••• • • • • • • . • 478 54,000 
1857 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,2"24 1,200,000 

The first bank estal>lished in Kansas City was a 
branch of the Mechanics' Bank, of, St. Louis, organ
ized May 1, 1859, and the second was a branch of the 
Union Bank, organized in July of the sa:i;ne year. 
The :tlrst jobbing dry goods house opened in July, 
1857. The first city loan for local improvements was 
made in 1855, amounting to!f.10,000, all taken at home, 
and e::1.."1'ended in improving and widening the levee; 
and, in 1858, another loan of $100,000 for street im
pro>ements. Only in the matter of railroads was 
Kansas City seriously affected !Jy the panic of 1857; 
Government moneys, Immigration over the border, 
and tile New Mexican· trade tiding her safely over 
the sea of financial excitement and prostration. She 
had also become, even as early.as the year 1854, a 
noted mart for the purchase and sale of live stock, 

the immense freighting across the plains inviting 
trade in this direction, nud in the ·annual reviews of 

. the-papers it is said that, in 1857, the receipts for 
that year, in mules and cattle, were estimated at 
$200,0-00, and also that, in 1858, about 20,000 head of 
stock cattle were driven here from Texas and the 
Indian '.l'erritory; but K1insas City was not then a 
market for that kind of Block, and in the absence of 
.railroads could not be for some time to come-hence, 
they were driven across the river, on, in the direc .. 
tion of Chicago; and it was estimated that near 70·, 
000 head crossed over by Randolph :Ferry, an<'! in the 
month of June near 4,000 head going the other wr+y, 
fron1 Iowa to California. These facts, 1nore than 
any othe1·, pointed the great and growing need for 
railroads, and made itself more than ever manifest. 
Meetings were held, 

THE SUB.JECT 01'' R.A.ILIW.ADS AGITATED, 

and the feasibility of constrncting, or making an 
effort to construct, one or more that were most 
needed. True, !\8 early as 18.'.i5, a bill had passed 
the Legislat-ure incorporating the Kansas City, IIan
nibal and St. Joseph Railroad Company, and the 
discussion of this projeet started the agitation in all 
the towns of Western Missouri, and the first Legis· 
lature of Kansas chartered the Kansas Valley Road, 
from Kansas City to Fort ltiley. Then, there were 
the Kansas City and St. Joseph Railroad, the St. 
Joseph and Burlington, the Kansas City and Cani
eron, a road to Galveston Bay, one to Napoleon, 
another to Fort Smith, .A.rkan,as, etc.; people 
went wild with railroad fevers, and, like the 
fires of liberty, they burnt in the veins of all c.lasses 
alike. 

But the growth and interests of the stalwart yonng 
city, its aspirations and energies, its ambitions and 
prosperity, were doomed to receive • 

.A. SEVERE CHECK, 

in the breaking out of an internecine war, and 
commerce and . traffic and progress succumbed 
to war's alarms and war's demands-although 
faith in her brilliant future remained unshaken in 
the hearts of her people, although she could not 
retrograde, save in temporary loss of popullttiori. 
The winte1· of 1860-1, therefore, found the city in the 
midst of a phenomenal prosperity, with the lttrgest 
local trade on the >Vestern border, and command· 
ing the lion's share of trade witi1 Colorado, and the 
whole of that with New Mexico-the great North
west, tributary to this section, was unfolding its 
riches and treasures, like the splendor of a western 
sun through rifting clouds, tributary yet subject; 
for, in fact, from her very infancy, the test of her 
strength has been the ease and facility, from nat
ural causes, with which she obtains and retains 
monopolies in commerce and trade. 

.At this. time, also, two railroads had approached 
completion, the Missouri Pacific and the Cameron 
branch from Hannibal·& St. Joe, and, in 1862, Con
gress passed the Union Paci.tic Railroad bill, pro
viding for one main line from Kansas City, with a 
branch to St. Joe, !Jy way of· Atchison; one to 
Omaha, one to Sioux City, and authorized the 
J,eavenworth, Pawnee & Western Railway Company 

· to construct a line from that city to intersect the mai». 
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line, and thns began that network of railways, 
crossing and re-crossiug each other, at what is n<>w 
known as \Vest Kansas City. 

Passing over the most event:ful years of the war, 
the most 

INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT 

era of the city's history rt; reached. With the re· 
opening of the Chamber of Commerce and the com
pletion of r11ilroads alreadi· iit course of construe· 
tion, together with the combined efforts of many o_f 
her leading citizens in self-supporting enterprises, 
and in regarding strictly the laws of political econ· 
omy, and in her natural facilities that could not be 
hidden from the world, Kansas City had 11t last at
trncted the attention of Eastern·capitalists, and then 
began in her history the great and crowning era of 
progress, of the building of the ilrst bridge that spans 
the Missouri River, of the building of railroads, of 
a grand system of public education, of banks and 
banking institutions, of printing offlces and pnb· 
lishing houses, of street railways, of gas works, of 
substantial ancl elegant public and pri'Vate build· 
ings, of the grading and improving streets and 
roads, of civil engineering', le\"ellng hills and filling 
hollows, of water works, of libraries, of the Board 
oi Trade, of the markets and packing:houses, of 
the grain and cattle trade and ele\"ators; to enum
erate the hist01"; of all these and to tell how, from 
natural causes, she has outstrippeci her rin1ls, 
would be to :fill a yolume. A concise sti1te~ent as 
may be of wh11t she is to-day will complete satis
factorily what, of ne.cessity, must be an imperfect 
report. 

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS. 

The population o:f Kansas City in l8fi5 numhered 
from :il.ve to six thousand; in l&~O, fr-0m ilfty-five t-0 
sixty thousand. 11.,his n1ay be con1':'hlered a very 
moderate statement, the estimate by the Secretary 
of the Board of Trade being that in July, 1879, the 
population stood Go,:~72, an increase of t\1·enty per 
cent. over the1n•evious year. 

IN FINA)IOE. 

'.rhe clearings for 1878 we1·e.. . ... 'j'H,000,317 il6 
Clearing-s ior 1879 ................ 68,2S0,251 5.5 

BONDED AND FI.OATING DEBT. 

1872 ... 4 .................. ~ .......... :.. .............. .. .$1,4fl0,21'; 52 
1880, April 1 .......... • • • ...... • -• - 1,3!14,049 29 

ASSESSJ::D V.lLTJAT!ON OF RE.U, A':\D PERSONAT. 
PROPERTY. 

For 1879 •••••••.•.••..•••••••••••. $10,ilffi,660 Oil 
For 1880, April 1. ................. 13,500,(l(){) 00 

TR.."-)ISFERS OF REAL ESTATE. 

1878 ••• ••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••• $1,660,72:-2 ()(} 
1879 ................................ /S,.U'i,000 00 

The transfers in real estate since January 1, 1880, 
hi1ve increased :it least lifty per cent. over the past 
year, one col'ner lot on l\Iain street of 100feet having 
sold for $75,000 cash in hand. 

Th'TERNAL R."EVE1'"UE PAil> TO THE noyEHNMENT. 

For 1878 ........ • •• • •••••••••• ; ....... $60,115 6.5 
Vor 1879 •••.••• •• • • • • • •••••••••••••••• S0,680 56 

POST-OFFICE RECEIPTS FROM GENERAL BUSINESS. 

Sales of stamps, hox rent, etc., 
1878 ... .......... ~ ................................. $ 77,2-11 !)$ 

Sales of stamps, hox rent, etc., · 
1871) •••••• , ................ •••••••• 98,948 04, 

Net pr-0lits of the office, rs;s....... 51,178 63 
Net profits of the oilice, 18711..... •• 09,425 8'2 
Number of m.oney orders :is~ued, 

1878...... •• • • • . • • • • .. •• • • • • .. • • • • • 12,:~17 00 
Number of money order• is•ued, 

1&79 ....................... ~ ........... ~ ........... 14~~""2 00 
Amount received for the same, 

1878 •••••••••••••• '. ................ IS;{,400 00 
Amount received for the ;ame, 

1871! ............................... ·2-0.~,(t:!\l 59 
Number of money orders paid, 

1878............................... 35,lGi 00 
A.s t-0 the city finanee;;, her bonds sell readily at 

11·2 per cent. premium, for twenty years, at 6 per 
cent., the interest upon the bonded debt being amply 
provided for by annual taxation, and at all times 
regularly and promptly paicl. 

THE GRAIJ:\ TRADE. 

The elevator capacity of Kansas City for storage 
and trallsfer, 1-r-ith na1nes, is as follows:· 

Storage. D. '.!.'.Cup. 
Unioll ........... bushels 500,000 100,000 

. Arlmnsasntlley, bushels 400,000 125,000 
Kansas City .•... bushels 250,000 25,000 
" A" .............. Jmshels 125,000 30,0oo 
Adnmce .•••.•••. bushels 4.5,000 15,000 
Alton ............ bushels 175,000 ~.ooo 

'.rota! •••••••...•••.•••• l,495,000 

TOTAL :RECEIPTS OF W.REAT. 

18i7 ~ .................................... bushels 2,259,5';2 
JS7S ••••••••.••••••••••••••••• bushels 9,014,2\ll 
1879 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• bushels t1,417,lJ5;z 

TOTA!, RECEIPTS OF CORN. 

1877 .... ....................................... .. bushels I>,881,'i03 
1878 •••••••••••••••••••••••• bushelR 4,9U,529 
1879 .......................... bushels 4,l2l,90i 

BEEF A .. 1'D POlfi{ PACKING. 

Number of e.-ittle and l!ogs packed in Kansas Cit;r: 
Cattle.. Bogs .. 

1878 ...................... ~ ............ ............ 18,7.lH 34:~\00T 

1879.. •• • • •••••••••••••••••• 2!!,141 366,$30 

The a\"erage amount of slaughter per dlem, at the 
largest packing-house now in operation ill this sec
tion, ag-gregates: IIogs) .5,000; cattle, 1,.5{}0. 

MINERALS. 
The transactions in thls department, for the yeai.-

1879, '~ere as follows: 

Tons of coal recei"l'ed • • • • • • • • • .. • • • :?12,288 
Pounds of zinc received .•.•...•..•• Hl,4'Sll,780 
Pounds of pig lead received .••••.•. 16,llro,026 
Pounds of o:re.......... • . • . .. . • • • •. 53,688,830 

The 8hiprnents in this department were:· 
'l'Ons of coal .. ., •••. , •.••••.•••• ··•·.. 12!!,0!ll 
Pounds of zinc ...................... l5,9:ll,'i!l3 
Pounds of pig lead •••••••••••••••••• 32"'171,009 
Pounds of 1:1re ....................... 55,700,497 
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WHOLESALE TRADE, 

The wholesale trade in Kansas City, for the year 
I8'i9, in the- following departments, aggregate, as 
:follows: 

Groceries •..•.•.•..........• ' .•••.... $10,000,000 
Agricultural implements........... 5,000,000 
Dry goods . . . • . • • . • • . • • . . • • • • •• . . . . . 4,000,009 
Drugs ..•.••••...••....••....••..••.. 1,000,000 
Tobacco............................ 900,000 

In the wholesale grocery business Kansas City can 
boast of having several houses that would do credit 
to any city of thrice her wealth and population. 

PASSENGER TRAVEL. 

The number of people who pass through the city 
over her railroads, dnily and monthly, is surprising 
even to her own citizens. In the month of March, 
1880, not less than 60,000 perso::is having landed at, 
or passed through the city. In that month alone 
30,000 pieces of baggage were handled at the Union 
Depot, not including grip sacks and hand trunks, 
constituting the chief baggage of many passengers. 

WAGES. 

The following are about the prices paid to em· 
ployea in Kansas City: 

Book-keepers ••••..•..•••. per month 
Barkeepers ...•.. ,........ do 
Teamsters •..••.••••••.••• per day 
Laborers •.•.•••••••••.••• 

$40 to $150 
40 to 75 

-1il to $1 ;;o 
1 50 

Plasterers ••••••.••.••.... 
Painters ................. . 

$2 00 to $2 50 
200to 225 

Carpenters............... 2 oo to 2 50 
Bricklayers............... 2 50 to 3 oo 
Stone masons • • . • • • • • • . . 2 50 to 3 50 
Dry goods c.lerks ••.....•. per week ~10 oo to 12 oo 
Clothing house clerks... 10 00 to 12 00 
Grocery clerks.......... 10 -00 to 12 00 
Dr:ng clerks ......•••••.•. per month l$40 to !fi5 

TAXATION. 

In this city, the State, county, city and school tax; 
all together, is raised by a total levy of about 
~.IO on the hundred dollars. This year the levy is 
estimated as follows: 

Citv ••••••••••.•..•.•••••..•••• : •••• 2 1-4 c 
School •••••••••••••••••••••••••••... 4 mills 
School special......... • •••••••••. 2 mills 
County levy •.•••••••••. , .......... 3 1-2 nlills 
State ••••••••••••••••••••..•..•••••. 3 mills 

This would make the total levy 3.483 1-:} cents ou 
the dollar. 

l\IANUF ACTURES. 

Of the standard industries of Kansas Oily, that of 
the agricultural implement and vehicle trade ~tands 
at the head of the list. This great iudust-:ry of itself 
is a test of what Kansas City is, and is yet to be. At 
every annual Industrial Exposition :for the past 
eleven years, the magnitude of this great and still 
increasing business, is a subject of vast interest to 
thousands of visitors. .Acres of the latest and most 
approved inventions may there be seen, and it is 
claimed that no other city in .America can approxi
mate the display given in this one branch of trade 
a.nd manufacture alone. 

Of the othe~ manufactories and industries, there 
&re the rolling mills, the foundries, the oil mills, the 

planing mills, the furniture factories, the white lead· 
factory, the wagon and caITiagc factory, and many 
more that time and space forbid to enumerate. 
These industries are all being successfully carried 
on, giving employment to large numbers of skilled 
laborer$, and requiring the expenditure of vast sums 
of money in the erection of suitable buildings and in 
the purchase of machinery, and all modern appli
ances for economic and ~killful work in the several 
departments of business. 

The manufacturing interests of Kansas City should 
not be considered so much with reference to enter
prises already established, as to the capauilities and'. 
probabilities of the future. 'l'o illustrate this may 
be cited the milling interest, now in its infancy_ 
The Kansas City market eommands the best winter . 
wheat grown in the world, at a cost .of from ten to· 
:fifteen cents per bushel less than it can be pur
chased in any other market. The supply is unlim· 
ited, and there is n demnnd for the product in the 
South and \"Vest, and it can be shipped from Kans1>s 
City to the marts of sale as cheap as from St. Louis 
or any other manufacturing city. She has both fuel 
andwater in abundance, and at rates as cheap as 
any other city in the ·west. These facts are appli
cable to all other kindred industries. 

Kansas Qity will be in the future second to no 
other city in the Union for the magnitude and profit 
in its manufacture of iron. Iron ore of the best 
quality-the red hematite-in inexhaustible quanti· 
ties, is found within one hundred miles of Kansas 
City, and can ue profitably manufactured here. The 
same may be said of sheet lead and lead pipes, as 
well as the manufacture of white lead. 

RAILROADS AND 'l'HANSPORTA'.l'ION. 

The transportation facilities of Kansas City, and 
the magnificent array of milroads terminating there, 
and tributary thereto, are worthy of detailed men
tion: 

The Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad, the Kansas 
Pacific Railroad, the Kansas,City,Lawrence& South· 
ern Railroad, the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf J{ail· 
road, the Chicago & Alton Railroad, the Atchison & 
.Nebraska Railroad, the Kansas CHy, St .• Joseph & 
Council Bluffs Railroad, the l\Iissouri Pacific Rail· 
way, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway, the 
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway, the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santn Fe Railroad, the Kansns City & East
ern Railroad (narrow gauge). Kansas City is also· 
interested in the construction of the following new 
lines, and branches of roads, some of which are now· 
inprocess of completion, and, when constructed, will 
add new and increased facilities.to her growing com
merce and trade: 

These are the Kansas City, Burlington & Santa Fe 
Railroad, to be extended from Burlington to Wichita, 
in Kansas. 

.An extension of the Kansas City, Lawrence &; 

Southern Railroad, from Independence, Kansas,. 
westward through the southern counties of the 
State, seventy-five miles of which have been already 
constructed. 

The Kansas City lt Southern Railroad. (the old 
1\Iemphis road) has ueen recently purchased by Bos-

. ton capitalists, and is being built from Kansas City 
to Osceola, with a branch to the coal :fields of Bates 
County. SLxty nliles of steel rails for this road have 
already been purchased. 
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There is also a line of railroad soon to be con
structed from-Pleasant Hill, Cass Connty, Missouri, 
by way of Rich Hill, in Bates County, via Nevada, in 
-Vernon County, Jay Gould furnishing the money for 
this enterprise; his object being to obtain a perma
nent supply of coal for his other railroads in the 
West. 

The Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad will soon con
struct a branch from some point on its line, south 
of Kansas City, to the coal fields of Bates County. 
'l'he Atchison, '.l'opeka & Santa Fe Railroad has, 
within the past few days, extended its road to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, and thence will con
struct three branches-one to Guyamas, on the 
Pacillc coast; one to San Francisco, and one to the 
City of Mexico. 

The freights that these completed roads carry, 
the following comparative statement will show: 

Freights received in Kansas 
City, 1878 ••••••.••••••••••••• 2,425,904,,917 lbs. 

Freights received in Kansas 
City, 1879 •••••••••••••••••••• 9,789,471,508 lbs. 

Shipments from Kansas City, 
1878 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,038,366,446 lbs. 

Shipments from Kansas City, 
1879 ••••••••.•..••••••••••••• 7,908,562,34.4 lbs. 

This statement includes the freight of the Kansas 
City, Lawrence & Southern, and Missouri, Kansas & 
Texas, to Olathe and Fort Scott. 

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS. 

There are two daily morning newspapers of eight 
pages, six columns each, with constantly increasing 
circulation, issuing numbers every Sunday morning, 
of twelve and sixteen pages. These are: The 
Kansas City Journal (daily and weekly) ; the Kansas 
City Times (daily and weekly) ; the Kansas Cit>; 
Mail (evening daily and weekly); the Post and 
Tribune (German daily) ; the West1iche Volkszei· 
tung (German >t"eekly); the Herald des ·westens 
(German); the Ransas City Price Current, the Daily 
Live Stock Report, the J'.lferchants' Exchange Daily 
Indicator, the Commercial Indicator, tho Daily 
Pioneer, the 'Western. Sentinel, the Kansas Pilot, 
the Western Re>iew of Science and Industry, the 
Catholic Tribune, the Catholic Banner, the Saturday 
Evening Herald, Continent Presbyterian, and Stock 
Farm Rome Weekly. 

These institutions exhibit e-rnry indication of 
great prosperity and-success, many of them being 
conducted with as much ability and talent as any 
publications. in the land. 

EDUCA.TIONAL FACILITIES. 

The valuation of public school 
property in Kansas City ap-
proximates •.•.•••..•.... - .••. ••• $ 

Number of children between 
school ages .................... . 

Showing an increase in 1879 of .•.• 
Number o! teachers employed in 

1879 .••••••••••••••••.•.••...••••• 
Nnmber of teachers.required an· 

othertenn ..••••.•••••.•••.•.•.•• 

175,000.00 

15,275.00 
4,000.00 

75 

85 
Teachers' salaries from $4.-0 to $140 per month. 

Spalding's Commercial College, College of Physi· 
cians ,and Surgeons, Kansas City Academy of 
Science, Kansas City 2\Iedical Society, St. Teresa's 
Academy. 

THE OTHER PROMINENT I:s-STITUTIONS 

of Kansas City are her Board of Trade, with a mem
bership of 201; a Fire Department, a Watenvorks 
Company, a Board of Health, a Board of Police Com
missioners, a.Board of Education; hospitals, 3~ cem
eteries, 3; express companies, 3; churches,34; tele
phone companies, 2; banks, 5; telegraph companies, 
3; street railways, 4; public schools, 10; acadeinies 
and colleges, 5; libraries, 2; secret societies, 5; 
benevolent societies, 12; building associations, 4; 
incorporated companies and miscellaneous socie
ties, 25. 

The courts of Kansas City are: The Ch·cuit Court; 
Special .Law and Equity Court, Criminal Court, 
Probate Court, United States Circuit Court, and 
Recorder's Ccmrt. 

:?Ul3LIC :BUILDINGS. 

The wonderful growth of Kansas City can iu no 
wav be ·more truthfullv exenrnlilied than in noting 
th; number and char~-cter of her buildings, b(>th 
public ancl private, erected dming the year 1879. 

·There have been completed not less than sixteen 
hundred within that time, at an aggregate cost of 
one milliou five hundred thousand dollars; and it is 
confidently believed that the year lSSO will witness 
a growth far in excess of any yet known in her pa£t 
history. 

The most important public st:rueture now in pro• 
cess of building, is the United States post-o:tlice and 
custom-house, an appropdation of $"200,000 hining 
been made !iv tl1e General Government to be expen-
ded in its erection. · 

The stock yards of Kansas City may be mentioned 
as ranking with the largest and most perfect in the 
country, possessing a stock exchange building, 
which, for convenience and beauty of stn1cture, is 
without a rival. The traveling publib need not he 
told of the magnificent Union Depot !milding, 
costing not less than $300,000, which, in style of 
architecture and unique arrangements, is not sur
passed by any building of its kiml either east ot 
west. 

B.,\..'\KING- ~IATTERS. 

The banking capital of Kansas City, while not a" 
large as the business interest.$ of the. city warrant, 
is still sn:ffieient to meet the present demands of 
trade, there being invested at this time about one 
million dollars in banks commanding the confi· 
clence of the capitalists and small depositors. 

The daily deposits of one of the largest llall-ks a' 
the present time is about :j;l75,000. 

~F'roln an examination of a statement of the per· 
centage of increase of clearings for the year 187~, in 
all the clearillghouses of the cl tics east of the Rock}' 
Jllountains, it will be seen that, w!1ile the valuee 
of business have been increased generally, the 
increase has been the largest and most signiJ:JcE-nt 
at Kaur:as City, it heingsL\:ty-elght andcightt.enths. 

Tile building contempl:;ted daring the year 1850 
will require the manufacture of at least 40,000,000 
bricks, and it is believed that the yllrds now in 
operation will moet this demand. 
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KANSAS CITY OF TO-DAY. 

An idea of what Kansas City is to-day may be seen 
from the above statements. The climate is pnre, 
and good, and l1igh, an<l healthy. The educational 
corps will bear comparison with that of any other 
city of our land. Soeiety numbers hundreds and 
thousands of the best and most thoroughly educated 

ol' this country and Europe. No stranger may feel 
at loss for association. Through proper and 
legitimate channels, there are society and fricnrlship 
and hospitality for all. There is land enough and 
room enough. Each day develops new entCTprises 
and new industries, thus furnishing business enough 
:for all who have the energy, capacity and ability to 
seek for it. 
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St. Joseph. 

St. Joseph is situated on the east bank of the Mis
. souri, 520 miles from its mouth, 2,000 miles from the 
great falls, nearly 1,300 miles below the mouth of 
the Yellowstone, 250 miles west of St. Louis, with 
which it is connected by three different lines of 
railroad, and 180 miles on au air line :from the 
Mississippi River. The latitude of St. Joseph is 39° 
47' north, and the same parallel passes through In
dianapolis, and within less than four miles of Den
ver, Colorado, Springfield, Illinois, and the famous 
Mason and Db:on's line, separating Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, reaching the.Atlantic coast half way 
from Cape May to New York City, and the Paci.tic, 
two degrees north of San Francisco, near Cape Men
dicino. It runs about seven miles south of. Colum
bus, Ohio; eleven south of Philadelphia, and from 
forty to filty miles north of Cincinnati, Washington 
and Baltimore. 

St. Joseph is in longitude 94.0 55' west, and is the 
most · 

WESTERN CITY OF MISSOURI. 

Its meridian passes through Galveston on the 
south, and Lake Starka on the north. Situ
ated mid-way and on an air line between the. 
Lake of the Woods and Galveston Bay, Cape 
Ood and Los .Angelos, the mouth of the Yel
lowstone and :Mobile Bay, and on a straight line 
from S~. Louis to Cheyenne, from Chicago to Santa 
Fe, and from St. Paul and Duluth to San .Antonio, in 
Texas, it is more centrally and advantageously $it
uated than any other important city in the country. 
It is a half-way point between the two oceans, on 
the great highway between the Occident and 
the Orient, the natural distributing point for half 
the continent, and the most eligible location for 
the great city which it is rapidly becoming, of any 
place between the Mississippi River and the Paci:llc 
coast. 

BIR:Q'S-EYE· VIEW •. 

St. Joseph has an altitude of about l,030feetabove 
the sea, which is 200 :feet higher than St. Pan!, 400 

feet higher than Chicago, and nearly 600 feet higher 
than St. Louis. The city is romantically and beauti· 
fully situated, the busin!lss portion lying in a huge 
basin on a great bend in the Missouri River, while 
the residence part of the city clambers up the mound
shaped llil.ls, which rise on all sides like a vast am
phitheatre. .Magnificent building sites on these 
hills have been secured, and elegant mansions 
crown the summits in all directions_ It will be read
ily perceived that the founder of this city, Joseph 
Robidoux, a man of great sagacity, chose this loca
tion with reference to its future. He already knew 
th.at it was the great gateway to the northwest, if he 
did not realize that it was in the dirsct high· 
way of inter-oceaµic and international commerce. 
From four 1lo :five thousand miles ot navigable 
.waters concentrate in ille Missouri, above this city, 
and southward iJill wa.te.r comuiunieati.on is open to 
the sea. 

HISTORY AND POPULATION • 

It is tlll'ee quarters of a century since Joseph 
Robidoux built the :first cabin, at the foot of Black· 
snake Hills, and making it an Indian trading post, 
laid the foundation for a great city. It was forty 
years after this, however, before any t-0vm was laid 
out, and the trading post became dign.l:fied by a 
name; seventeen years before !llissouri was a 
State, and twice that number of years before the 
Platte Purchase was made part of it and the Indian 
title extinguished. Since that time St. Joseph has 
grown steadily, step by step, until to-day she is a 
city numbering 40,000 inhabitants, with all the ap
pliances and Hurroundings that make a great center 
of wealth and population. 

In 1846 she had a population of 800, and .in that 
year, so eventful in American history, she became 
the 

COUNTY SE.A.T OF BCCHANAN COUNTY. 

Since then she has had an average increase in her 
population, each year of more than a thousand, and 
her wealth and importance have grown in propor
tion. At no period in her history has there been any 
spasmodic growth, and neither has there been any 
sii;n of a retrograde movement. Like all the cities 
of this country, she has felt seriously the effects of tha 
financial depression of the past sb:: or seven years; 
but 1879 mark~d a new era in her history, and her 
growth the past year has been something marvel
ous. Not only has there been a. large increase of 
population, but a wonderful impetns has been felt 
in every branch of trade and industry. Over two 
thousand new houses have been· erected, among 
them several magnificent business blocks, and the 
present indications are that building will continuE 
during the whole of 1880. 

TR.A.DE .A.ND COMMERCE. 

It is safe to say that no city of its size in the: 
United States surpaases St. Jo,;eph in the magni
tude of its eommerciai operations. Situated in thi!' 
heart of one ot the finest agricultural districts en 
the continent, it is not strange that this should ~ 
pre-eminently a commercial. city. During the year 
1879 the trade of St. Joseph aggregsted Jlfty mil· 
lions, and for 1880 it will be almost a third larger. 
Her wholesale trade extends all o>er Northwest 
Missouri into Southwest and "i'Vestern Iowa; into 
Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Nevi 
Mexieo, Texas and Califo;nia, and throughout 
Kansas and Nebraaka.. She has ab-Ont fiftv exclu
sively jobbing houses, whi<lh keep over tln:ee hun

·<lrea: commercial trn.velers constantly in the field. 
Last year one traveling man :fot one of the largest 
dry goods houses sold $100,900 worth of goods on 
the :i:oad, and a representative of one of the milli
nery houses sold more goods on the line of the 
.Atchison, Topeka & Santa .Fe road than were sold 
in his line by the oombined hous01S of any other 
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city, including Chicago, St. Louis and New York. 
Most ofthe jobbing houses of this city have very large 
·capitals, seven of them being quoted at A "1" (first. 
class), and having branches in Kansas City, Omaha 
and other towns. There is plenty of room for addi
tional jobbing houses, and several branches of busi
ness would pay well. A paper house, a furniture 
house, and several others that might be named, 
would undoubtedly succeed admirably. 

JOBBING TRADE. 

The following carefully compiled figures repre
sent the jobbing trade of St. Joseph for 1Si9 in the 
leading lines: 

Increase 
per cent. 
over 1878. 

Groceries ................... 20 
Dry goods .. ; ••••••......•.. 40 
Boots and shoes ......•• - .• 25 
Wines and liquors ....•..•• 25 
Drugsandpaints ..• ; ...... 331 
Iron, hardware, etc .....•.• 40 
Hats and cttps .....•....... 60 
Clothing ..........•..•...••. 25 
Lumber .......•••.......... -
Saddlery, etc....... . . . . . -

Total .•..• .' • .> ••••••••.••• 

. 1879. 
$ 9,500,000 

10,000,000 
2,125,000 
2,000,000 
3,600,000 
3,000,000 
1,987,500 
1,875,000 
2,312,500 

960,000 

$36,460,000 

CONCERNING THE COMMERCIAL PROS-

PERITY 

of this city it may be truthfully said that St. Joseph, 
which twenty-five years ago was a mere frontier trad
ing post, now contains a thriving, active, pushing 
population of upward o:f thirty thousand people. 
Every department of, commerce and industry is 
represented. Over a million dollars have been ex
pended in the last twelve months in; the erection 
of new buildings. The wholesale and retail trade 
is :figured above $40,000,000 annually, whilst it is 
said that there are no fewer than eight commercial 
houses which have a cash capital of f.1.,000,000 each. 
The business of the city has increased nearly one
third within the past year. There are :fifteen miles 
of. improved streets, and twenty miles of water 
mains have been laid or are under contract. 

THE GRAIN TRADE. 

The grain trade of the city has increased very 
uota.bly during the pa,st two years. It is stated,· on 
reliable authority, that there is handled at this 
point 15,000,000 bushels of corn, 5,000,000 of wheat, 
2'i0,000 rye, and 500,000 barley, per annum. 

STOCK-YARDS AND PACKING-HOUSES. 

The stock-yards cover seven acres, and 1Jelong to 
a stock company.. There are received at the yards 
120,000 to 150,000 hogs per annum, and 10,000 to 12,000 
cattle. The figures do not include direct shipments 
to several large packing-houses, which will iwrease 
the number of hogs to 300,000. 

There are four·packing-houses in this city-one 
having a capacity o1 15,000 hogs per day; and, at 
Winthrop, in this county, is located the largest 
establishment of the kind in the West. It will be 

noted, from the large receipts of corn reported, that 
this section would natnrallybe a great hog count-ry, 
and is, 11erhaps, the best district of that kind in the 
entire West; 

MANUJ.i' ACTURES. 

St. Joseph is rapidly becoming an important 
mannfactnring city, and every year witnesses it 

large addition to her facilities in this direction. 
The following is a partial list of.her manufacturing 
enterprises: Extensive stone works, two ax handle 
mannfactories, one baking powder manufactory, 
two basket makers, two boiler makers, :five boot 
and shoe manufactories, two box manufactories, 
five breweries, one broom manufactory, four 
can'dy manufactories, five carriage manufactories, 
eighteen cigar mannfactories, eight cooperages, 
one copper and sheet iron worker, two cracker 
mannfactories, one dyeing establishment, three 
foundries and machine shops, four 1lonr mills, 
three furniture manufactories (one, the largest in 
the West, employing 200 men), one hosiery manu· 
factory, five pork and bee:f packing-houses, four 
manufactories of patent medicines, four planing 
mills, three potteries, four book binderies, six sad
dle and harness _makers, two soap manufaetories, 
one fruit and vegetable canning establishment (em
ploying 5-00 men'), three soda water mam1factories, 
ten manufactories of tin work, one Terri< Cotta 
establishment, two mannfactories of""t:!·nnka and 
valises, four vinegar mannfactories, eight wagon 
manufactories, one whip manufactory, one woolen 
mill, one stove mannfactory, one large clothing. 
manufactory, besides numerous smal!e1• establish
ments, making a grand total of 131 manufacturing 
establishments, employing over 3,000 men, and 
manufacturing products to the amount of many 
million dollars. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

The public buildings of st. Joseph are among the 
finest in the State, not even excepting St. Lonis. The 
eourt hou&e, reaching from one street to the other, 
with large wings, commodious halls and roomy cor
ridors, thecityhallaudmarkethouse, Tootle's Opera 
Honse, the :finest and most confenient west of Oin. 
cinnati, the Female College building, the Convent of 
the Sacred Heart, State Lunatic .Asylum No. 2, 
and other buildings would adorn any city in the 
Union. In addition to these, a $2-00,000 Union Depot, 
of the best kind, ha$ been contracted for, and will 
be erected this season, :tnd a !Jill is now before 
Congress for the erection of a custom·house and 
post-oftl.ce building here. In addition to these, aN 

.NU:MEROUS SCHOOL HOUSES, 

·ehnrohes, whoiesale and retail store bnildings, 
that stand as enduring evidences of the enter
pri.se and wealth of the city. The city has begun 
the construction of an extensive and. eftl.cient 
system of water works, which will be com
pleted by the first of July next, and capable of 
supf1'ying a city of 100,000 people with th.e best of 

' water. There are numerous churches, and as good 

II a system o:f puhli~ schools as there is in. the entire 
• country. The educational interests will be treated 

elsewhere. · 
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RAILROADS. 

No city of its size in the Union possesses superior 
railroad faeili ties to St. Joseph. . Ten railroad lines 
converge there, making it pre-eminently the rail
road center of the great Northwest. These roads 
a.re the Hannibal&. St. Joseph, the pioneer road of 
the State, extending e~st across the entire State to 
Hannibal and Quincy on the Mississippi River, where 
connection is made with all Eastern lines; the Wa· 
bash, St. Louis & Pacific, forming a direct line to St. 
Louis.; the St. Joseph & Western, extending across 
the gi•eat iron bridge, through Kansas and Nebraska; 
and making direct connection at Grand Island with 
the Union Pacific, of which it is really a part; the 

·Missouri Paciilc, another connecting line with St. 
Louis; the KaDBas Oity, St. Joseph&; Connell Bln11's, 
extending south to Kansas City and north to Omaha, 
with its Nodaway Valley Branch, extending through 
the rich Nodaway Valley, and its Chicago Branch, 
:ina.king direct oonnection with the Ohicago, Burling-

ton & Quincy, and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe; 
the St. Joseph & Des Moines, now owned and oper· 
ated by the C~cago, Burlington & Quincy; the Chi
cago, Reick Island & Pacific, and the .Atcl,tisori & 
Nebraska. The Ohicago & .Alton, and the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe will also shortly run lines inti> 
St. Joseph, making a grand concentration of eleven 
railroads into this important city. 

CONCLUSIE>N. 

To all classes of business men, tradesmen arid 
mechanics, "St. Joe" offers inducements second 
to none. A healthy, mild and salubrious cl1mate, a. 
Jirst-class location, free-hearted, socia.ljnterconrse, 
and upright business connections a.re among them. 
There is plenty of room, and, although the above 
description is brief, the advantages offered should 
be carefully taken into consideration before a· 
choice of location is made. · 



Tml MISSOURI hm:rGJt.ATIO:N SoomTY was organized for the purpose. 
of promoting immigration and inviting capital to the State· by reliable publi
cations which will make known its advantages ap.d attractions. 

It will have no connection with any land agency nor become pecuniarily 
interested in the sale of lands ; but will he prepared to furnish the names of 
responsible parties in all parts of the State to whom inquiries concerning 
such matters :inay be addressed • 

.Advance agents of colonies, and others seeking a location, wiII be 
assisted in making an examination of the ~tate, or any part of it, also in 
securing special rates of transportation, by railroad or rivers • .. 

For special information of any character, address · 

Ml:ssomu hnnGRATION SoOIETY, 

St. Louis, Missouri, 

U.S. A •. 



ADAIR COUNTY. 

Adair County is most favorably located in the sec
ond tie1· of counties south of the Iowa State Line, and 
on the third tier west of the Mississippi River, and 
has a population of 15,17G. · 

RAJI,IiOAD I•'ACILITrns. 

It is c:isy of aecess from all directions, as the Wa· 
bash, St. J,ot1is & PaciJlc Railway, with its mnnycon· 
nections, interfJects the county from north to south, 
and Kirksville is the present terminus of the Quincy, 
Missouri & P;wilio l~:.t.ilwny. A glanee at the map 
wlll show the foci!Hies a!fordcd by tliese lines for 
the direct; shipmcllt; of gmiu and prodtrnc of all kinds 
to the pro1ninent; nuirl;;etH o,f the conntry, u.s 'vell as 
the imvortati<ll>' oJ' nH:.rch:mdise, a lively competi
tion for frcig·ht preventing the high tariffs which 
frequently 11bsorh the h11rd earnings of .the farmer in 
counties w1tere one line of railroad has full sway to 
dictate rates,. 

LAND, SlllWAOIU, SCENERY AND '!'IMBER. 

The general snriace of tJic eonnty i• undulating, 
agreettbly intcrspe1·,;c<l with hill :rnd <1ale. Some· 
thing over onc-lmlf of the count:y ci.mAist:; of rolling 
pmirie hmd and the rcm11in<1er is <·.overed with a 
luxuriimt growth or t.lmhcr of tho best varieties, 
among which may be mentioned oiik, walnut, hick
ory, linden, or bass-wool!, aud hard and soft maple. 

IRRIGATION AND WA'rER-POWElt. 

The clfunty is plentifully and abundantly sup'plied 
witl1 water. The Chariton River, a :ll.ne, sWiftly-rnn. 
ning stream, with ilmumerable good water-power 
sit.es, divides the county from north to south through 
its western part, while Salt River, a smaller stream, 
takes the same course in the eastern half of the 
eounty. 
CHARACTEI~ OF LAND AND PRODUCTIONS. 

The lands are rich and :fertile, producing large 
yields of wheat, corn, rye and oats, all the varieties 

ANDREW 

Andrew County is .. bounded on the north by Noda· 
way County, on the east by Gentry and De Kalb 
Counties on the south by Buchanan County, on the 
southwe~t, fo;r about twelve miles, by the Missouri 
River and on the west by Holt County, the Nodaway 
River' being the line between the two counties f~r 
the grei;tter portion of the mutual boundary. It lS 

llJmost square, being about twenty miles from ?ne 
boundary line to its papillel, and its area comw1ses 
about 273,0-25 acres. 

POPULATION. 

Its population, in 1870, footed up 15,137, and the in
crease since that period has not been very great. A 
census was taken in. 1876 which did not vary ma· 
terially troxn that ta,ken in 1870. 

of :fruits usually to be found in this latitude, and are 
especially adapted to the growth of clover, timothy 
and genuine blue grass, the richness, abundance 
and variety of its pasturage particularly rec.om· 
mending it as one of the best grazing districts in the 
State. 

l\IINEitALS. 

Large and seemingly inexhaustible beds of good 
coal abound, and those mines which have been de
veloped arc producing satisfactorily, both as regard,i 
quantity and quality. J,imestone and sandstone 
suitable for building purposes also abound in various 
set\tions. 

EDUOA'rH)NAL FACILITIES. 

It is a fact universally eonceded that the best in
terests of County or State are vromoted by a 
proper attention to the education of youth. The 
school 'System of Adair County is well organized 
and in effectfre working onler. More thim oiie 
hundred and twenty;commodious puplic schools are 
now in use, and at Kirksville is located the State 
Normal School, which has 11n average attendance 
of about four hundred students. 'l'his institution, 
one of the best, is supported by the State, 1md 
possesses a corps of able and energetic teachers. 

TOWNS ANI> VILLAGES. 

Kirksville, the county scat, is an attractive, thriv
ing town of 8,000 inhabitants, situated in. the center 
of the county, and its- location is unsurpassed as ro 
climate and healthtnlness. As the distrlbutiµg point 
of the county, its business is in ,a :ll.ourishing condi
tion. Excellent water can be obtained at a depth of 
from :!Uteen to twenty feet, and the 'supply is never 
exhausted. There are eight religious edifices in the 
town: the Methodists have two handsome churches. 
the Presbyterians two, the Baptists two, the Episco
palians one, and the Chri~tians one. The Sabbath 
schools of all have a good attendance. 

COUNTY. 

PROPERTY VALUATION. AND FINA.NOE. 

The valuation of property in the county, as re· 
turned for taxation for the last year, totals ~,617,178. 
The taxation is very low. The county does not owe 
a dollar, is perfootlytrce from debt and has learned 
the lesson of economy from experience, having paid 
nearly a quarter of a million of railroad bonds, and 
a dellt is not likely to again occur in the history of 
the county until the old generation has passed away 
and the constitutional provision prohibiting count!ea 
from going into debt shall be removed. 

' 
SOIL, WATER AND PRODUCTS. 

.Andrew County is exceedingly well watered, 
· every portion of the county abounding in running 
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streams, and :fh1e springs being exceedingly abun
<'lant. '.l.'he section of lm1d in this countz, without 
either a Spring or running strcan1 upon its boundary, 
<>r within its lilllits, is the exception ; while almost 
every quarter section is blessed with plenty of stock 
water. The timbered portion of this county is 
usually a dark brown calcareous soil, overlaid by 
vegetalJle mold, with a clay subsoil. This subsoil is 
open and readily permits the surface moisture to 
pass through. The timber soil is light, friable, and 
is by no means difiicult to cultrvate. Blue or June 
grass takes kindly to the timber soil, and grows with 
that rank luxuriance whle1i characterizes the Blue 
Grass region of Kentucky. The rock which under
lies this timber land iR most frequently limestone. 
No better wheut soil ctm be found in the northwest, 
while it is well adapted to the whole circle of small 
grains. The timber is usually oak, walnut, elm, 
hickory, sugar, maple and hackberry. The hack
berry land is what is known here as " hemp land," 
and in the decade preceding the rebellion no higher 
compliment could· be paid to any locality by a Mis· 
saurian than to say, "that's hemp lan,d." Corn is 
here, as elsewhere throughout the countr:i·, the 
staple crop, and on no upland soil in the West does 
it succeed better. Tame grasses find here a con
genial soil, and yield well, while the entire list of 
garden vegetables yield enormously. The area of 
the timber land is about three-fifths of the area of 
the entire county, and is uniformly good. There are 
very few acres of upland in the county which are 
not susceptible of cultivation. Occasionally on a 
hill-side there may be· au outcropping rock, but 
-these outcroppingB are con.fined to limited local
ities, and even these are well adapted to fruit 
culture. There are no timberea "barren lands,n as 
. are frequently found East. Even the brows and 
steep sides of the bluffs are capable of producing 
crops of cereals. -

About two-filths. of the surface area is upland, 
rolling prairie. Its soil is the usunl black vegetable 
mold, consisting of the accumulated debris of de
cayed vegetation, which . for centuries 11as been 
piled, layer upon layer, until it has reached a depth 
of :from two to four feet. The su!Jsoil is silicious 
clay, open, light and fertile. This soil is of uusnr
passahle fertility, capable of producing immense 
crops of all the cereals, and every vegetable k"llown 
to this latitude. The soil drys out remarkably 
quick after ruins. One day the country 1'-ill be 
muddy, mud everywhere and almost unfathomable; 
the next day the warm sun and drying winds come, 
and by :llGon }Jlo\YS are mnning, and the road:::;., a.s if 
by magic, become firm and solid. >Yinter wheat, 
in the timbered portions of the county, is considered 
a-certain crop. It ia the opinion of those best qual
ified· to judge that the average yield of winter 
wheat is about fifteen bushels per acre, one year 
with another. Oats, barley, rye and buc1.-wheat 
yield large crops. Potatoes are exceedingly ·fine 
and yield well, bringing uniformly good prices. 
Sorghum grows 1.hril'tily and is considerably <'ulti
vated. 

From proximity tO' St. Joseph, market garden
ing is found to pay, and as that city increases 
in popnla.tion there will be an increasing demand 
far . the product of market. gardens and " truck 
patches." 

FRIDT CULTURE. 

The soil is peculiarly adapted to the growing of 
apples, pears, plums and grapes, while nowhere in 
the West do small fruits sueceed better. Jackson, 
Lincoln, Jefferson, and a portion of Nodaway town
ships, have that peculiar soil, which is the finest fruit 
soil enr seen. Hs peculiarity consists in its deep 
imprcg:nation with salts and oxides of iron and 
chalk, or some form of marl. There is no need ot 
drainage where this soil predominates. The plow 
will sulllciently·prepare the soil for any variety of 
fruit, hence vineyards and orchards can be planted 
here with but very little expense or trouble. The 
climate is mild, the mean average temperature being 
about 52 deg., Fahrenheit, while in the townships 
mentioned, enough of the primitive forest has been 
left to :furnish to almost every orchard a protecting 
timber belt. Apple orchards are numerous, while 
almost every farmer is planting trees by the hun· 
dred, and fa many cases by the thousand. In Lin
coln township, near the village of Amazonia, as well 
as elsewhere in the county, considerable vineyards 
have been for some years in cultivatiqn, and the 
success that has attended grape-growing especially 
in th.at locality has induced many others to embark 
in it. The older vineyards belong mostly to Switz
ers, who were familiar with grape-growing in 
Switzerland. North, n.orthwest and west, lies an 
immense, fertile and populous country, that, from 
its lack of protecting timber belts, and low average 
temperature, can never supply its own demand for 
any lmt a few of the most hardy fruits. That eoun
try depends upon .Missouri for mueh of the larger 
port.ion of its supply, and the counties of the. Platte 
Purchase are the Jir"t fruit-producing counties they 
will strike when coming t(I .Missouri for their fruit • 
The n;iagnitude of this fruit trade is already very 
great, and is year by year ine.reasing. Hundreds of 
wagons from Iowa, Kansas . and Nebraska, each 
autumn visit the county, and are loaded down with 
Andrew County apples, pears; peaches and grapes, 
while by rail, buyers come from Omaha and the 
plains, who buy the ptoduet of whole orchards, 
taking the fruit, at high prices, :f\om the trees, for 
shipment west. The orchardist has no frouble witll 
hill crop. He plants his orchard and cares for it 
until it comes to bearing, and then he sells, if so de· 
siring, the product on the trees. There is no gath· 
ering, no unsalable fruit, no bills to collect; it is 
cash 1n hand, at highly remunerative prices. Here 
apples are a tolerably sure crop, and are of a very 
superior quality, too. It .has been. frequently re' 
marked by Eastern men that varieties with whkh 
they have been· enth·ely familiar East, are here 
so much superior in size and :flavor and general ap · 
pearance, that they are no longer able to recognize 
them as the fruit they kne\V at home. The citizens 
are fully aware o:f the adaptability o:f the soil and 
climate for the production of the standard fruit8, 
and are planting orchards at a rate that astonishes. 
Eastern visitors. 

Peaches a1'e not a sm·e crop, although there have 
been enormous crops, while there will be a few 
crops in favored locations almost every year. Peach
es here are exceed.ingly fine when they- do 1lourish. 
as :fine· as we have ever seen in any portiolo. of the 
United States, of the same varieties. In short, there-



ADAIR COUNTY. 

Adair County is most favorably located in the sec
ond tier of counties south of the Io,ya State Line, and 

on the third tier west of the Mississippi River, and 
haB a population of L5,176. · 

RAILROAD FACILITrnS. 

It is easy of access from all directions, as the \Va

bash, St. Louis ,';;,Pacific Hail way, with its many con
nections, intersects the county from north to south, 

and Kirksville iR the present terminus of the Qnincy, 

l!rlissouri & l';.tei:fic ltailway. A glaucc at the n1ap 

will show tho facilities afforded by the'e lines for 

the direct shipment of grain am! produce of all kinds 

of fruits usually to be found in this latitude, and ars 
especfally adapted to the growth of clover, timothy 
and genuine blue grass, the richness, abundance 

and v:i,riety of its pasturag-e 1rnrticularly recom· 
mending it as one of the best g:razing districts in the 
State. 

MIXE:!U.LS. 

to the prominent markets of the country, as well as I 
the imvortatiou ol merehandise, "lively competi- I 
tion for freig·ht preventing the high tariffs which • 

frequently a.bsorb the ha.rd earnings of the farmer in 

counties where one line of railroad has full sway to 

dictate rates; 

Large and seemingly inexhaustible beds of good 

coal abonnd, and those mine:; which have been de

veloped are producing sat'isfactnrily, ho th as regard" 
quantity and quality. Limestone and E<mdstone 
suitaule for building purposes also auonnd in various 
sections. 

EDUCATIONAL J!'ACILI'l'IES. 

It is a fact universally conceded that the best in
terests of County or State are promoted by a 
proper attention to the eclucution of youth. The 
school -system of Adair County is well organiz~d 

and in effeetiYe working oruer. Jlfore than one 
hundred and twenty:commodious pu]Jlic. schools are 
now in use, and at Kirksville is located the ::irate 
Normal School, which has an average attendance 
of allont four hundred students. This irn•titntion, 
one of the best, is supported by the State, and 
possesses a corps of able and energetic teachers. 

LANT>, SURF AUE, SCENERY AND TIMBER. 

The general surfaee of the C'ounty is undulating, 

agreeably intcrsper,.;ctl with hill and dale. Some

thing over one-half of the county con.'list,, of rolling 

prairie lan<l and the remainuer is C'O\'ered with a 
lmroriant growth of timber of the heRt varieties, 

among which may he mentioned oak, walnut, hick· 

ory, linden, or bass-wood, and hard and soft maple. 

IRRIGATION .A.ND WATER-POWER. 

The cSnnty is plentifully and abundantly supplied 

with water. The Chariton River, a :fine, swiftly-run· 
ning stream, with innumerable good water-power 
sites, divides the county from north to south throngh 

its western part, while Sn.lt River, a smaller stream, 

takes the same course in the eastern half of the 

county. 
CHARACTER OF LAND il"'D PRODUCTIONS. 

The lands are rich and fertile, producing large 

yields of wheat, corn, rye and oats, all the varieties 

ANDREW 

Andrew County is bounded on the north by Noda· 

way County, on the east by Gentry and De Kalb 

Oonnties on the south by Buchanan County, on the 

southwe~t, fo.r about twelve miles, by the ~souri 
River, and on the west by Holt County, the N o~away 

River being the line between the two counties :for 

the greater portion of the mutual boundary. It is 

;aJ.most square, being about twenty miles from one 

boundary line to its parAllel, and its area comprises 

about 273,025 acres. ' 

POPULATION. 

Its population, in 1870, footed up 15,137, and the in
crease since that period has not been very great. A 

census was taken in 1876 which did not vary mll

terially :!;om that ta.ken in 1870. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Kirksville, the county seat, is an attractive, thriv
ing town of 3,000 inhabitants, situated in the center 
of the county, and itS' location is unsurpassed as to 
climate and healthfulness. As the distributing point 
of the county, its business is in.a 1lourishlng condi

tion. Excellent water can be obtained at a depth of 
from 1l.:fteen to twenty feet, and the 'supply is never 

exhausted. There are eight religious edifices in the 
town: the Methodists have two handsome churches, 

the Presbyterians two, the Baptists two, the Episco
palians one, and the Christians one. Thoa Sabbath 
schools of all ha•e a good attendance. 

COUNTY. 

PROPERTY V ALU.A.TION .U."'D FINA.NOE. 

The Taluation of property in the county, as re· 
turned for taxation for the last year, totals $4,617,778. 
The taxation is very low. The county does not owe 
a dollar, is perfectly tree trom debt and has learned 

the lesson of economy trom experience, having paid 
nearly a quarter of a million of railroad bonds, and 

a. dellt is not likely to again oocnr in the history of 
the county until the old generation has passed away 
and the constitutional provision prohibiting counties 
from going into debt shall be removed. 

' 
SOIL, WATER AND PRODUCTS. 

.Andrew County is exceedingly well watered, 
every portion of the county abounding in running 
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p~-eventing miasmatic cunditioris, and a teinperature 
o~ an even nature: these are facters, which, in their 
eombinat.ion, c:mnot but render a country healthy. 
and 0 ueh is Andrew County. Some years ago along 
nie river and creek bottoms, there prevailed con
"iderable rnahtria, Kuth as io incident to the set
tlement .of ltll new countries, but this lm~ passed 
"way, yielding to the ~auitarr influence of the plow 
and drainage. Epitlemlcs o:[ choleWL, small-pox and 
diseai.;cs similarly dreaded, are unknown. 

LO'\Y PRICES OF LA.ND. 
lJnimproved and improved lands in .Andrew 

County can be purchased at exceedingly low prices. 
Unimproved land, in a good neighborhood, con· 
venient. to churches and school houses, and of ,as · 

rich soil as can be found anJlvhere, can be bought as. 
low as ten dollars and ranges from that to twenty
:llve dollars. Improved lands range from ten dol· 
lars to seventy-:tive dollars an acre, according to 
location and improvements. It is conceded every· 
where that the "bottom" has been reached in 
ilnancial matters. 

Andrew County upon a whple, Juts reasou to be, 
and is proud of wh'1t she i~ able to offer new-comers. 
Rich soil, convenient markets, congenial people., 
good educational 1'1ws '1nd schools, health and hap· 
piness, with bright prospects ahe'1d, in improve· 
ments and all railroad conveniences, Andrew claims 
to be the banner county of the famous and world
renowned Platte Purchase. 

ATCHISON COUNTY. 

J..tchison county, the e:rlreme northwest portion 
of ?tfissouri, includes an area of S-29/i52 acres i1:1 that 
proverbi'1lly rich and fertile section of the t;tate, 
known as the Platte Purchase. It is bounded on the 
north bv Iowa on the east byNod11wayCounty, on 
the son"th by Holt, a;nd on the west by the Missouri 
River, which separates it from Nebraska. 

THE TOPOGRAPHY 

o! this county includes tlrree distinct classes of 
territory, familiary known as the bottoms, the blu".i's, 
and the rolling prairies. The bottoms, a peculiar 
feature of this section of the State, extend along the 
center western boundary of the county, in a belt 
varying from two and a half to eight miles in width, 
and are nearly all in cultivation, or fenced in in large 
tracts of pasture lands. The bluffs, which afford a 
plea.sing relief to the otherwise monotonous aspect 
of a vast plain laden with exuberant crops of corn, 
constitute the narrow dividing line between the in
exhaustible :tields of this bottom land and the high 
rolling prairies, which extend eastward to the 
heavily timbered bottoms of the Nodaway River in 
the adjoining county of Nodaway. 

TIMBER. 

Atchison is essentially a prairie county, and timber 
ls by no means a prominent feature of its general 
aspect. The supply, however, is ample for the 
necessary local demands of fencing, fuel, etc., the 
banks of the Nishnabotna, the Big Tarkio, and nu
merous other streams of minor import which vein 
the 'area of this fertile section, are all clothed, more 
or less, with cottonwood, walnut, liox elder, wate1· 
maple and other timber of corresponding value. 

WATER. 

:Besides the ample system of inexhaustible streams 
which afford ample stock water for the vast herds of 
cattle that roam over her plains, for it is a rare thing 
to :tind in Atchison C<iunty a quarter section of land 
absolutelywithout such water, the supplyfor domes· 
tic purposes is readily obtained by boring at a depth 
<>f from twelve to :forty feet. 

SOIL. 

The general character of the prairie, which in· 
cludes an area of largely over two hundred thous
and acres, is a black vegetable mould, rarely leAs 
than two and ofteu ornr four feet in depth, yielding 
with the exceedingly slight cultivation it generttlly 
receives, crOJ.lS of corn not inferior to the yieldo of 
the celebrated }Iimni and S<,iota valleys of Ohio. 
The subsoil of the uplantls is a rich lacnstrine deposit 
pecullar to the riclt slopes of tile l\Iissom·i IUver .. 
The bottoms nearly all cons ti tu tc wJ1at is called in 
this country" made lands," an<l not ii native forma· 
tion. Hundreds of years of tillage will be insuili
cient to exhaust the incomparable richness of t)lesa, 
lands. 

.AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. 

Timothy, clover, red top, blue grass, and all kinds 
of tame grasses Jlollrish when planted in this soil. 
The native prairie grasses, of which there are nu
mero~s varieties, however, a:ffords a quality of hay 
upon which stock thrive a<lmirably and vast quan
tities are cut every year and stac:f;:;ed for winter'& 
use. It is a noticeable fact that of late years the 
celebrated blue grass, the .:finest pasturage in the· 
world, is gradually encroaching, and in the neigh
borhood of much pastured lands, eating out the 
native grasses. 

Northwest Missouri is probably the. banner corn 
country of the State, and in no section of the Platte 
Purchase are more exuberant crops of this staple 
produced than in Atchison County. The bottoms or 
valleys of the Missouri, the Nishnabotna and the 
Nodaway rivers are vast and continuons :tields of 
this exuberant product, affording· to the stranger 
who beholds the scene :for ,the first time a picture of 
novelty, suggestive of boundless agricultural wealth, 
which never fails to leave a lasting impression on 
the mind. Sixty bushels to the acre on the uplands 
is considered less than an ordinary yield, a.nd eighty 
bushels of corn per acre in the bottoms, a yield that 
is e"-"l'ected from very slight cultivation. In an 
extraordinary corn year, many farms in the bottoms 
will average one hundred bnshels to the acre. 
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()onsidering the exceedingly slight cultivation that 
is bestowed on these lands, those results are truly 
enormous. The latest improved agricultural ma· 
·Chinery of all kinds is used in this county; such an 
Jmplemeut as 11 hand hoe is scarcely known, riding 
:plow.a for breaking and two-hand cultivators for 
tending being almost exclusively used. The present 
·corn crop of Atchison County is estimated at nearly 
·6,000,000 bushels 

Other grains are cultivated and ·do well, thougli 
corn is the great staple. Oats, barley, ·rye, buck· 
wheat, sorghum, :II.ax, hemp, tobaC<i!J 11ud other 
·products do well. Of late years \Vinter wheat has 
,proven a success and large quantities are sown. 

No better :fruit country exists anywhere. Several 
well-stocked nurseries exist in different parts of the 
·county. One of these, about four miles ·east of 
'Rockport, has been in successful operation ten 
:years,· and nea.rly every farmer that is already pro· 
'Vided is putting out his orchard. Experience has 
proven that the comparatively. rude bluff .districts 
. are admirably adapted to the growth of the apple, 
and no :finer quality of fruit o1'his kind is produced 
.anywhere than in Atchison County. The culture of 
the grape is also becoming an important element of 
industry. 

LIVE STOCK. 

.. The raising of cattle, hogs and mules constitutes 
·<>ne of the great industries of Atchison County, and 
is justly regarded as a safe and luc1·ative business. 
JJ.. vast proportion of the corn raised in the county 
is fed there to immense herds which are fattened 
:a.nd exported to Eastern markets. Ne1;1.rly every. 
farmer in the county raises more or less of cattle, 
hogs or mules for export. A. few very large stock 
feeders and farmers are also located here. 

Counting the vast amount of vacant lamd awaiting 
the immigrant purchaser, the industry of stock· 
raising, which, as yet, is bnt in its infancy, is, in its 
present results, enormous. Not less than 1,800 or 
.ll,000 car loads of cattle, hogs, sheep· and mules have 
been shipped from different points in the county 
<luring the past year, representing an aggrega~ 
value of from $1,600,000 to $1,800,000. 

CHARACTER OF LIVE STOCK. 

Experience has taught the stock men of this 
.eonnty the necessity of cnltiTating only superior 
.. breeds; and what are known as scrub cattle and 
scrub hogs are rapidly disappearing, while high
.grade short-horn cattle, Berkshire and Poland· 
-Ohina swine have taken their places. Readers of 
this article will probably be surprised to learn that 
from twenty-:11.ve to forty per cent. per annnll'.I is no 
extraordinary return for judicious investments in 
the raising of live stock in this eounty. Such, how· 
·ever, is nevertheless the fact; nor is it extraordi· 
nary when one considers the exceedingly low rate 
at which the best lands in the county sell, and the 
.enormous yield of these lands. 

CHEAP LANDS. 

The ~uestion is frequently asked why is land on 
the woodless prairies of :Kansas and Nebraska sold 
for such higher prices than the magnificent grain 
lands of Northwest Missouri, and their contiguity of 
excellent timber? The answer is simply from the 
fact that Kansas and Xebraslrn h.&\"e been industri-

ously advertised, while Northwest Missouri,· in. 
every respect a better country, is scarcely known 
abroad in its true character. The inexhaustible soil 
of Atchison County, to whose native resources we 
have already referred, may be purchased in its 
native State at from three to ten dollars per acre; 
and the ~ame at from seven to eighteen dollars, 
with good imp1·ovements. Twenty.five dollars per 
acre is an extraordinary price for the best improved 
land in the county., 

. RAIL W .A.Y AND SHIPPING F .A.CILITIES. 

The Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs 
Railroad traverses the entire western section of the 
county, connecting with the great trunk lines East 
and West. An extension of the Clarinda Branch ol 
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy is projected, and 
will doubtless be built at an early day. The main 
shipping points in the county at present are Phelps· 
City and Watson, to which we shall presently refer. 

SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS • 

These number seventy-three, all provided with 
excellent and generally new buildings. These free 
schools are maintained bv an inalienable fund, 
amounting to nearly $135,000. Ten per cent. of this 
·fund goes to the support of.her free schools. Public 
:fines and penalties, her apportionment of the State 
fund, and a small direct tax, contribute to render 
he1· school fund the largest, in proportion to her 
population, of any county in the State. 

SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, PUBLIC BIDLDINGS. 

The high· school building is a large, plain two· 
story brick structure. The graded school which 
has only been built a few years, is a handsome tw<>· 
story brick structure with a mansard roof. The 
:Methodists, German Lutherans and Baptists ·have 
each good brick places of worship. The Presbyte
rians have a neat frame structure. The court house 
is a plain two-story brick building, adapted to the 
present wants of the country. About three-quarters 
of a mile from RockPort is the Poor Farm of 250 
acres. The poor house is a substantial three-storr 
brick building, which cost about !16,000. With all this 
provisions for the poor, however, the building has 
at present but three inmates. Paupers are rare 
birds in this country • 

FINANCIAL CONDITION • 

Atchison County owes not one dollar of bonded 
debt, an item worthy of no small consideration to 
the immigrant seeking a home in a new country. 

THE PEOPLE 
of Atchison County are largely drawn from tae 
Eastern and Northern States, with many represent· 
ative !)it.i.zens from the Old Dominion,Xentncky and 
Tennessee, as well as native Missourians. Perhaps 
in .no part <>f the Union will yon Jlnd less sectional 
animosity, and more hann<>ny and general good :feel· 
ing among the people than exists here. The enter
prising immigrant, be his former home where it may, 
is welcomed with a generous sentiment of good feel· 
ing by &11 who earii.estlydesire the advancement and 
permanent prosperity of their county. · 

TOWNS A.ND VILLAGES. 

Rockport, the county seat, located on the banks of 
Rock Creek, about 11.ve miles east of Phelps City, on 
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the Kansas City, St. Joseph·& Council Blu:ffs Rail· 
way, is one of the most elegantlv and substantially 
built towns of its populo.tion (nearly 1,000) in the 
West. l\1any of the business houses are of brick, 
and in point of ap11eai:ance, woUld be creditable to a 
eity of 20,000 inhabitants. 

The business. men of this live little eity rank with 
the most prosperous and enterprising in this part of 
the country. All brunches of ordinary legitimate 
trade are well re.presented. 

The principal railroad station in :A.tchison County 
is Phelps City, about five miles west of Rockport, in 
the center of the great Missouri River bottom, su1'- · 
rounded. by vast fields of towering corn. Its im· 
portance ls mainly due to the fact of' its being the 
shipping point for Rock:Port-over 1,400 car loads of -
grain and stock being shipped during the past year 

-and also, to some extent, from Brownville,· Ne
braska, three miles distant. It has a i>opulation of 
aboutsoo. 

WATSON; 

five and a half ntiles above Phelps city, and about 
eight miles south of Hamburg, Iowa, is also au 
important shipping .point on the railroad, as well as 
a fiourishing commercial center, about as large a 
place as Phelps. The shipments of grain and live 

. stock from 'Vutson dUJ.·ing tlle yew.· amount to 1,00() 
cur loads. 

CENTElt POINT 

ls an important trailing point a few miles east of 
:Rockport. It contains several important business 
houses and a population of about 100. It seems to 
possess the elements o:f future prosperity. 

AUDRAIN .COUNTY. 

This oounty, o.11.e of the newer counties of N 01·tll

ea.stern Missouri, was settled as late as 1829, nnd 
formally organized in ·1i:l36. It has an area of 6!JO} 
square miles-4il,9-27 acres-i,; located about thirty 
miles west of the llississippi, on the divide between 
the Mississippi and Yissouri River,s, ill the latitude 
of Cincinnati and Washington, has a mean altitude of 
eight hundred feet above the sea level, and b 
bounded by Pike, Ralls, ll1onroe, Randolph, Boone, 
Callaway and llloatgoniery Counties. Eighty pe1· 
oent. of the county lies upon the "Grand Prairie," 
the remaining twenty Per cent. being covered 
lif'Uh wen.wooded forests of oali:, hickory, ash; elµi, 
1"1lnut, sycamore, ni.aple, baekberry, cottonwood 
-00 linden, the. forests Iylig along the numerous 
at:reams, and giving au abundant supply of timber 
and fuel to every township in the county. The 
county is rich in other 

N A.TURAL QSOURCES. 

Coal o:f excellent quality underlies three-fourths 
oftheeounty,cro.IJping out in eighteen tothirty-six
tncb. veiDB along the streams and is easily worked 
b:y "stripping." Every township is supplied with 
massive quarries of limestone of free stratification 
and :line qualit;y for building 11Ses • .A. score of streams 
with numerous springs and spring-brooks, living 
wellS, cisterns, and artificial ponds give an abundant 
and well-distributed water supply. The gracefnl 
prairie undulations, high, rolling woOdla.nds, inter· 
vening valleys, ravines and interv&ls make up a 
1lllOSt charming landscape and give admirable na~ral 
drainage to the entire county. There are no ma.la.rial. 
breeding swamps, ~hes or la.goons, and the pure 
water and pure, invigorating atmosphere of this 
divide, or.water-shed, give ahigh.averageof health 
w man and beast. The su~ soil of the county is 
generally a.dark alluvial, rieh in humus, from ten to 
thirty inches deep, rieh and fiexible, easil:r worked 
and veryproduetive. . The subsoil is rich iri. siliceous 
ma.tter, lime, magn.e~ia, alumina-and organic ma.tter, 

· &ad in conjunction with the snr!'at:".e soils, forms the 
1lilQali .indestructible and versatile basis fer agrleul
me bowu to husbandry. 

RANGE OF FARM l"ROJ;>UO'fION. 

The extent and wide range of production is a high 
compliment to the ·county. All the grains, vegeta· 
bles, fruits and grasses grown within the great mid-· 
dle belt of the Union fioui•ish in this soil. Corn Is. 
the great staple, gi\•es a yield of thirty-five to seven
ty-five bushels per acre, and is largely grown for 
feed and e:iqiort. 

Wheat yields from fourteen to thirty-five bushels 
11e1· acre, is largely prod need and is a l>Opnl:lr crop. 
Oata, barley and rye are successful and profitable 
(lrops. Broom oom, tobacoo, sorghum, millet, 'lJ!m• . 
garian, and the whole C'.latalogue Of field and gard~ 
ve_geta.bles are an nnqnal!fted snoeess. As a gra'ss
growing country, Audrain County ranks with the 
finest in the West. Blue grass is indigenous and 
makes a magnificent growth in every part of the 
county. The timothy and clover meadows are 
among the :finest in the State. White clover is a uni
versal and profitable herbage. The wild prairie 
grasses make a rich growth in all the.newer portions 
of the county. 

STOCK HUSBANDRY. 

Stock-raising is the leading industry and taJi:es 
grand proportions. Thoroughbred horses, cattle . 
sheep and swine are kept in good nurnbers, and th;• -
herds of high grade short-horn.S, well-bred Cots
wolds, Downs;Berkshires, Poland Chinas, mules and 
horses give the county high rank iri. the great stock 
markets •. Large numbers of rnodel short-horn steers 
are fed for the European trade and the extent of the 
live stock industry is surprising. The Assessor re
turns horses, 6,544,; mules, 2,551; cattle, 22,179; shetJp. 
21,872; and 23',269 swine, for the county. The yearly 
export of :fat cattle, sheep and swine and surplus 
horses and mules foots up 1,4-00 ear loads, worth, at, 
current prices, $1,500,000. Pasturage is good for nine 
months of the year, many farmers grazing young: 
stoek fully ten months. The timbered bottoms,. 

·valleys and. ravines afi'ord admirable winter iihelter
for all. kinds Of live stock, 8.nd the abundant water· 
supply, luxuriant grasses, natural shelter, mild, drr 
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climate, cheap grain, cheap transportation and low 
price of grazing lands, make Audrain County a most 
inviting field for ambitious stock-growers. 

FRUIT-GROWING AND VARIETY 1''AR!IIING 
is a success with all experienced aud careful culti· 
vators. Many tine, thrifty, fruitful orchards and 
vineyards, embracing the standard fruits of the 
medium latitudes attest the profit and pleasure of 
this noble industry. Variety farming is greatly 
favored by the location, versatility of soil, cheap 
transportation imd mild climate, and is pursued with 
unfailing profit by three-fourths of the farmers. 

NO WASTE L.A.ND.1 

There is no land of this description in Audraii1 
County, full ninety per cent. of the hmds being avail
s.hie to the cultivator and theremainingtenpercent. 
adapted to bl~ grass and white clover from the 
water-line to the crown of the sharpest hill. Every 
farm in the county is well suited to the use of farm 
maehinerv and farm-work is never hurried or con-
fused • · 

THE TRANSPORTATION 1''ACILITIES 

are unusually tine. There are eighty miles of rail
way and ten shipping stations within the county, so 
well distributed that three-fourths of the producerH 
are within five miles of a railroau station. The main 
lines of the Chicago & Alton and the ·wabash, St· 
J,ouis & ,Paciilc railways cross the entire county, 
giving the producers and shippers easy, quick and 
cheap command of Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, 
and the entire railway system of the country. A 
branr.h of the Chicago & Alton runs from Mexico, 
the county seat, to Jefferson City, tl~.e capitol of the 
State. The probable early completion of the Han
nibal & Mexico Railway will add materially to the 
superior facilities above mentioned. 

THE POPULATION. 

of Audrain County numbers about 20,000 and is more 
composite in make up than that of any other county 
in this division of the State. Kentuc!.-y; Virginia, 
the Middle, New England and Northwestern States, 
the Cauadas, Western and Centrit.l Europe have all 
contributed to a social, political and religious order, 
as intelligent, refined, appreciative, tolerant and 
hospitable as can be found between the two oceans. 

EDUCATIONAL. 
The people of Audrain have built and furnished 

eighty-six school houses; support eighty-six free 
public schools one hundred and sixty-days of the 
year; have a permanent school fund of $47,559; au 
enrollment of 5,882 school children, and give their 
fiChool system a generous and enlightened support. 
The moral and religious status of the county is in
dicated liy the presence and inJlueuc.e of tweuty
six churches, representing all the leading denom
inations. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

The county has been admirably managed. Though 
upwards of $600,000 have been eJ..-pended by the 
county, in the last dozen years, for railroads, county 
buildings, bridges and other improvemei:its the 
county is practically out of debt. 

The entire county indebtedness amounts to only 
~.000, all due in 1881, and the county treasury holds 
the surplus cash to cancel it at maturity. Upon a 

total valuation of $4,849,113, the entire ta..~ levy (in• 
eluding a three -mill tax for county school purposes 
is but $1.24 on the $100, (one 11ud one-fourth per 
cent). 

PRICE Oll' LANDS. 

In addition to the resources and aclvantages 
named, the low price of lands will also prorn an 
attraction to immigrants. Good wild prairie and tim
ber lauds, admirable for cattle and sheep ranches, 
fruit or grain farms, are in the mark~t at four to 
ten dollars pet acre. Improved farms, forty to one 
thousand acres in extent, are selling at eight to 
twenty-:five dollars per acre, the price being governed 
by soil, location and permanent improvements. Con
sidering the loc,ation, quality and productive eapa- · 
city of these lands, they are among the cheapest on 
the i'l7esteru market. 

THE T?WNS 

of Audrain County offer unusual social, educatim1al, 
commercial and manufactm·ing advantages and op
portunities. l\fe:xico, the capital of the county, has; 
a population of 5,500, is tinely located near the center 
of the county, abounds in elegant business sites and 
homes, and is surrounded by a charming farm re
gion, and is one of the mostattractive towns of it-• 
class in the West. The three railways herein men
tioned, with the round house and repair shops of t> 
division station; splendid tiouriug mills, a woolen 
fat1tory, tv;o grain elevators, three llanks, superior 
hotel accommodations, opera house, ten churches, 
an elegant $20,000 public school house, a $50,000 court . 
house, a daily and four weekly newspapers, Hardin 
Female College, a dozen,frateruities, the finest ex
hibit of trade and commercial houses to be found in 
any town of its class. in Missou.ri, With a cosmopoli
tan, intelligent and remarkably enterprising and 
hospitable people make :Mexico one of the most in
viting towns in the West. It has a yearly trade of 
$2,000,000, is growing in population, building, trade, 
and material wealth, at the rate of twenty }>er cent. 
per annum and is destined to reach a population of 
10,000 within the present decade. 

Vandalia, the next important town, is located in 
the eastern part of the county, on the Chicago &; 
Alton Railway, in the midst of a rich and productive 
farm country, has a population of 70(), a large ship
ping and general trade, and is a growing and sub· 
stautial town. 

Laddonia, on the Chicago & Alton road, and l\Iar0 

tinsburg, on the Wabash, St. Louis'& Pacific line, are 
both substantial trading points, each representing 
a splendid farm country. 

INDUCEMENTS TO IMMIGRA:i."'TS. 

There are openings here fo1.>all classes of intelli
gent, sell-reliant, self-sustaining men. The laud 
titles are unclonded. The lauds are cheaper than 
free homesteads on the border; ta.xation is nominal; 
educational adYantages are of a high order, and the 
new-comer will be greeted by as cordial and hospit
able a people as ever crossed the Mississippi, .and 
will :find here not cheap lands, a mild clin1ate, 
generous soil and :fine commercial .and social con
ditions only, but perfect freedom to work out destiny 
on any plane of honest conviction aud ae,tion that. 
belong to the prerogative of the Americll1l. 



82 HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 

BARRY COUNTY. 

:Bn.rry County is situated in t)le southwestern part 
•of the State, and is bounded on the east by Stone 
County, north by Lawrence County, west by New-ton 

.and McDonald Counties, and sorrth by the State of 
Arkansas. · 

.AREA AND PRODUCTIONS. 

There are 806~ square miles, or 516,160 acres of land 
in the county, about three-fourths of which is sus
ceptible of cultivation, and adapted to the produc· 
tion of wheat, rye, oat'i.> potatoes, sorghum, cotton, 
and grass, and the crop of tobacco succeeds as well 
as in Virginfa or Kentucky. Fruits of almost ev':l"Y 
variety succeed well, especially apples. 

STOCK • 

.Almost every portion o:f the county is well adapted 
to the raising and grazing of stock of all kinds, 
sheep in particular, although cattle, horsea, mules 
and hogs, make a profitable showing. 

:fRRIGATION AND WATER FACILITIES. 

'The eounty is well watered by the Big and Little 
Flat Creeks, Sugar, Joyce, Shoal and Payne's 
Creeks, and White and Roaring Rivers. Tlie latter 
stream is a natural curiosity, having its source at a 
spring about two hundred feet deep. Bursting out 
from under a mou:Q.tain, it runs in a southeasterly 
c-0urse twenty miles, and ep:1pties into White Itiver. 
It furnishes an abundance of >vater-power for mills, 
factories, etc., and two large 1lourishing mills, are 
already located upon it. The water is as clear as 
cry8tul, and cool enough to drink the hottest summer 
weather. \Vhite RJ\•er has been navigated, by small 
boats, ail high up as the mouth of Roaring Hi\"er, 
near the village of Golden, in this county. There 
are no factories in the county nov;·, and the open
ings for business of this description are un(lxcelled. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

The eastern portion of the county is broken and 
hilly, with small \"alleys interspersed, in which the 
richest and most productive soil is found. This 
part of the county possesses an abundance of oak, 
and some pine, cedar and walnut timber. In the 
middle and western parts of the county, high rolling 
.timber and prairie lands characterize the country. . 

PRICE OF LAND. 

There is very little Government lands left, but a 
'large amount of private and railroad lands may be 
obtained ior two to five dollars per acre, while im· 
proved lands sen at from ji\"e to twenty-five dollars 
pel."acre. 

RAILROAD PACILITIES. 

The St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad, which 
runs along the northern boundary of the county, 
afforde ample shipping facilities to the farmer and 
.merchant. 

LEAD MINING. 

Deposits o:f ore are found in limited quantities in 
the eastern portion of the e,ounty, which, if devel· 
oped· by the :capitalist, would amply rew:trd tl1e 
outlay • 

REUGIOUS, EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL. 

All the different religious denominations are well 
represented among the population, and an elevatod 
tone of societyprevails. Nearly every congressional 
township is diV'ided into convenient school districts, 
and the public. schools are open four months of the 
year in cmr.!1 district and in some six and ~even. 
months. 

A MEDICINAL SPRING. 

The mineral springs of this county from which 
1lows a newly discovered medicinal water, located 
si;x: miles east of too county seat, it is thought will 
in time become· a watering place site, as quite a 
number of remarkable cnrcs have been accredited 
lately to the virtues of the water. 

l<'INANCIAL CONDITION. 

'l'he connty is in excellent Jlnan«.ial c,ondition. 
Taxes are low, and the county docs riot owe one 
dollar of lJonded indcbteuness. 

POPULATION. 

Th~ population of the <".ounty. is constantly in
creasing, and i::; :i:ow e.sthnated at 15,000. 

TOWNS AND YILLAGES. 

The }Wincipal towns of the county are: 
Cassville, the county eeat, a prosperous business 

place; has four dry goods stores, two drug stores, 
two blacksmith "hops, and two weekly newspapers. 

Washburn, another point of importai1ce, situated 
eight miles southwcHt of Oagsville, and surrounded 
by a magnili<'ent Jaqning oountry, has several en
terprising bu~iner;s fir1n~ nnd a good steam ilour 
mill. 

Corsicana, situated in the northwestern part of 
the county,. has a good country around it, a good 
grist mill, and 11 wool C1arding mae,hine, and several 
dry goods and drug store•, blaeksmith shops, etc. 

TH:E F AIO!ING INTEREST 

is in a flourishing condition and considerable atten-· 
tion is being paid to the introduction of new and 
impro>'ed method" of farming, and to the importa
tion of better strains of stock of all kinds. Farmers 
count on yields of from twenty-five to ftftV" bushels 
of corn and from fifteen to thirty bushels· of wheat 
to the acre of well cultivated land. 
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BARTON COUNTY. 

Southwestern Mis.souri offers to tlie ii:nmigrant 
many prime advantages of climate, location, soil, 
and other natural inducements to settlement, but 
no portion of the S.tate is more inviting than Barton 
County, which lies fairly in th~ csnter of a splendid 
Iarm, gr~ing, fruit and mineral region, that at the 
present time is attracting as much popular interest 
as any district in the Southwest. 

Barton County lies i~ the western tier of counties, 
bordering upon Kansas, and JJ.as an area of 580 
square miles, or 375,000 acres. The face of the coun
fyy is much like that of the neighboring country of 
Kansas, about ninety per cent. being graceful prairie 
lltllds, here and there broken by charming little val
leys, coursed by clear winding streams, :fringed with 
groves of timber. 

THE CH.A.RAGTER OF SOIL. 

The soil is generally a rich, dark alluvial, nearly 
identical with the prevailing prairie soils of IlliD.ois, 
with occasional districts of gray and chocolate col
ored soil, each and all of them being deep, :tlexible, 
dry, easily managed, and very productive. In the 
valleys and bottoms, the black alluvial, common to 
all tihe western bottoms, is from three· to six feet 
deep, and absolutely inexhaustible. 

THE TIMBER SUPPLY 

ls ample for all local needs, and admirably distrll.1-
uted oyer the county, on numerous water courses, 
SU:ch ·a.a Spring River, the Dry Woods, Pettis, and 
other creeks; which, together with l).nmberless 
clear springs, furnish the county with a. never-fail· 
Ing supply of water for all purposes. 

.COAL A.NJ> BUILDING MATERI..U.. 

For fuel the settler has only to turn to the almost 
inexhaustible coal .fields. Eminent geological au
thority estimates the coal measures of the county at 
480 square miles in extent, with the average thiCk· 
ness of vein at four feet, and a large district under· 
!&id with a vein of from sb: to seven feet thick, and 
of the be-st quality of soft coal. Here also is found 
a large supply of lime. and sandstone11. for building 
purposes. · · · 

FRIDT CULTURE. 

As a. fruit country, Barton County must always 
take high rank. The dryness a.nd ·richness of soil, 
equability of the climate, and mean elevation, all 
give a high measure 01. excellence to all the fruits 
of this latitude. .A.ppJes, cherries and plums, all 
reach perfection here, in size, color, texture and 
ilavor. The peach does splendidly, bearing in rich 
profusion its elegant :fruit. The apricot., pear .and 
nectarine, all do well here, while the grape, both 
wild and tame, is unexcelled; the vigorous .and rap
idly growing vines being thickly covered with large 
bunch~s of the luscious fruit, in an abundance only 
equaled by the great grape'growing country of Cal
ifornia. .A.11 kinds of small fruit do well here; 
espec.i3.lly the wild blackberry, which grows in a 
J)r_ofusion and to a size equal to any of the Eastern 
eultivated varieties. 

ST.AJ'LE PRODUCTIONS. 

The soil of Barton County will produce in abund· 
a.nee wheat, oats, corn, rye, fia..'C, barley, castor 
beans, millet and Hungarian, while all the tame 
grasses such as timothy, blue grn.ss, red top and 
clover will grow lrumriantly. For some years large 
amounts of ilax and castor beans have been raised, 
for wh.ich a ready market can always be hac1. The 
leading productions are· corn, oats and wheat. Of 
the former a large acreage i.B planted each year, 
and gives a yield only excelled by the great corn· 
producing countries of Illinois and Iowa, and tile 
difference there is caused only by the cool nights 
thi·ough the growing season here. Oats always yields 
largely, but not being of su:fli.cfont value in thl\ 
·markets to bear transportation, and corn being 
preferred for feeding, they are not as valuable a 
crop for farmers as corn. But the main crop for all 
farmers, and one that.can be raised to the best ad
vantage is, and always will be, "winter wheat:O• 
There is no doubt that in B11rton is found one of the 
best wheat-producing counties in the ·western 
country. \linen this crop is properly managed, it 
will average for yea1·• at least twenty bushels to the 
~i.cre. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

The fact has been so thoroughly established as to 
.become aiu.tost an axiom that farming cannot be 
successfully carried on for a series of yea.rs when 
attention is devoted exclusively to the growing of 
grain. Grain-growing should always be ace.om· 
panied by stock-raising, and that country which 
affords the best facilities for the production of both 
grain and stock,. offers the most inducements to 
settlers. This is the case with Barton and the 
counties adjaoent. While to the· tiller of the soil 
Barton County offers a. rich and productive soil, a. 
healthful climate and abundant crops, yet, to the 
stock-raiser she offers greater inducements than 
all other classes combined.. To the most casual 
observer who is familiar with the location, it must 
be evident that this is a great stock-growing country. 
Thousands of acres of succulent grasses annually 
spring up, mature, and are cut down by the winter 
frosts, ollly to return to earth to furnish fresh vitality 
to the roots. Thousands of tons of the best of hay 
are annually cut from the vacant lands, while the 
material for thousands more yearly goes to waste. 
As evidence that these advantages have -long ago 
attracted attention, in the "History of Missouri," 
published in 1876, the \vr"iter says: 

"Whlle the agricultural advantages of this eounty 
"a.re surpassed by few. in the State, yet to stock
" raisers it presents extra.ordinary inducements. 
"With a mild climate, that renders but little shelter 
"necessary dming any portion of the year; with 
"h~r broad rolling prairies, covered with a luxuriant 
" growth of grass, that furnishes :free pasturage 
"during the summer i:nonths, and which, upon tht> 
"bottoms, remaius' fresh and green all winter, and 
":from which large quantities can be annually cut 
"for a Winter's supply; With & soil capable of pro· 
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,; ducing in abundance the grain needed to fatten 
"the stock in winter that feed on the prriiries in 
"surnincr, Ilurton County i8 destined to be one of 
"the great stock producing counties of the West." 

Whatever may be said of the certainty and profit 
of wheat-growing in Barton County, the coming 
farmer ol this su1Jerh region of s<reams, lowland 
forests, and matchless wild graHses, will he a stock
grower. The leadings of nature are in that direc
tion, and they will best succeed who follow her. 
Blue grass and white clover tire both natural to the 
c<mntry, and like red clover and timothy· have a 
splendid growth, and in this mild climate make 
perennial pasturage. 

CLIM.A.TE AND HEALTH. 

The climate of Barton County is a benediction. 
It has the mildness of Middle Virginia and Central 
Kentucky, without their humidity. The winters are 
generall:r dry rmd open, with but little snow. Young 
. l!l'tock of all kinds run at large in the bottoms all 
winter. The summer is long and wtirm, with cool, 
refreshing nights. "\Yhilc the rainfall is a"mple, it 
must yet be remembered that the climate is natur
ally dry, and the west winds dissiptite whatever 
malaria may be generated by decaying vegetation; 
and there are no swamps or marshes to hreed fever 
in this region. 

PRICE 01'' J,AND. 

While in Barton County all these natural advan· 
·tages are found, with good sCJttools, churches and 
mills, fine farm improvements, prospective rail
ways and good society, yet plenty of good land can 
be purchased at from four to seven dollars per 
acre, and, if desired, on Jong time, with a small pay
ment each year. The same lands in Kansas, 
Nebraska, or :lt1innesota, would sell readily at 100 
]ler cent. in advance o:f those prices. But this 
·County is in :Missouri, and people who are look
ing for new homes in the West take little stock in 
Missouri. There has seemed to be an aversion al
most as universal as it is unjust, to the State and 
people, on the theory that one is damp, swampy 
.and sickly, and that the other are a race of 
"Yahoos," who think more of cock-fighting, bank
robbing, train-wrecking, coon-hunting, and drink
ing whisky, than they do of schools, churches, good 
.society, law and order, and progress. 

SLANDERS REFUTED. 

But this general prejudice i;i. wrong, and far wide 
<if the mark, as a visit to Barton and many other 
counties will clearly show. 

POPULATION AND rrs CHARAC'.{'ER. 

In Barton County there are about 11,000 people, 
ninety per cent. of whom come from the old 
Northern and Eastern States, and at least fifty per 
cent. are from Illinois alone. They believe in 
schools, churches, and progressive living generally, 
and are among the most-enterprising people to be 
found in the West. In a population of 11,000 there· 
are sL"!:ty school distric5ii, fifty-nine school houses, 
costing upwards of $60,000. An inalienable school 
fund, the income from which, apportioned in Ja,n
nary, 1880, among the different districts, was 
$7,206.38-3,327 pupils enrolled, upwards of seventy
.five teachers employed during the year; and with 

the large apportionment from the State fund eacu 
year, a good system of public schools is secured. 

There are seven churches, a number of flouring 
and saw mills, good roads, and hundreds of miles 
of good osage orange hedge-in short, nearly every
thing that goes to show a" enterprising and pro
gressive people. 

RAILROADS. 

For railroad communic:ition arc found, to the no:rt11 
the l\Iissouri, Kunsas & Texas Hail way, twenty miles 
distant, while in tile south, within twenty.five miles, 
is the Missouri & '\Yestern, a branch of the St. Loni~ 
& San J!'rancisco Uailway. The J;'ort Scott & Mem
phis is already completed to the county line in the 
northwest a~d will ,eoon reach La1nar, the county 
seat, on its way to Springfield, thus giving o. 
through line, with the best railroad connections in 
the Southwest. 

FINANCI.A.I. CONDITION • 

With all these natural itnd artificial advitntages, 
Barton County is.comparatively out of debt; at leaet 
she has no railroacl de!Jt. There are $37,000 of Pund
ing Bonds outstanding, the interest 011 which ia 
always promptly paid, and the county could almo8t 
any day, if necessary, wipe out her entire indebted
ness. Taxation is merely nominal and county scri11 
is as good as greenbacks. 

THE. COUNTY SE:A'l'. 

Lamtir is the county seat of Barton, and located 
near the center of the county. The population is 
about 1,000, with a· live, energetic class of business 
men, and is improving rapidly. All classes of busi· 
ness, and the different professions, tire well repre
sented. '.!'here are three good chur<>lies, and the 
different organizations are in a tlourishing condi
.tion. 'l'he J,;,1mar High Se.lwol is des11,1:ving of special 
mention. It iH a substantial brick building, with a 
capacity for seating 500 pupils. A full corps of 
teachers are employed, and I,amar has one of the 
best schools in the Southwest. A'}joining the town 
is a large nursery, occnpying one hundred and sixty 
acres of ground, where all the different kinds of fruit 
trees can be had at reasonable prices. 'l'here are 
also several other towns in the county which offer 
superior business opportunities. ' 

LET IMMIGRANTS .CONSIDER. 

In conclusion it may be said that in Barton County 
great attention has been paid to the cause of educa
tion. Nearly every district has a school house that 
would lie considered a credit to auy communitv. 
There is a county school fund, the interest' fro;n 
which, with the State fund, insures good schoo!H 
throughout the county. Society is good, and all 
church org1mizations well sustained. Disturbances 
of tl~e peace are seldom knoW11, and the jail is gen
erally empty, and hut few ci1ses on the criminal 
docket, which facts are the strongest evidences that 
the people are law-abiding citizens. 

With a J:lne climate, and ti soil that produces in 
abundance not only all kinds of grain, but also all 

. the frnits that are raised outside of a tropical re
gion, and fme prairie lands that are as cheap as any
where else in the western country, Barton county 
offers great inducements to persona seeking ne.,,.. 
homes in the West. 
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BATES COUNTY. 

Bates County is situated on the western border of 
Missouri, and is the third county south of the l\Iis· 
souri River, on the Kansas line. It is bounded on 
the north by Cass County, on the east by Henry and 
St. Clair Counties, on the south by Vernon County, 
and on the west by Linn County, Kansas. It is about 
thirty miles square, and its area is a little less than 
900 square miles. 

Grand River, a tributary of the Osage, forms a. 
part of the northern boundary, and the Osage forms 
a part of the southern bounda,ry. The l\Iarais des 
Cygnes, a tributary of . the latter stream, passing 
through the county from northwest to southeast, 
cutting off about one·filtn of the territory in the 
.southwest corner. 

• 
SOIL AND PRODUCTS. 

The county is mostly high, undulating. prairie, 
'With a small portion of low, fiat land along some of 
the streams. 

Beautiful mounds, varying in height' from 100 to 
·200 feet, now and then relieve the monotonr of the 
rolling prairie, and the low l!J.nds along the streams 
.are, for the most part, covered with a hca.•y growth 
.of valuable timber, consisting of ash, elm, oak, wal
nut, hickory, maple, mulberry and pecan, and many 
<>the1· varieties of less value. 

A. large portion of the land, being unoccupied, 
offers special inducements to farmers wishing to 
raise stock; thousands of acres of "non-resident 
lands" affording sustenance for herds free of ex· 
pense for eight or nine months in the year. 

The soil being, for the most part, underlaid with 
limestone, cannot be surpassed in fertility by any 
county \vest of the Mississippi. It is well adapted 
to the growth of blue grass, timothy, clover and 
other tame grasses. From forty to seventy-Jive 
bushels of well matured corn is produced each yea1· 
on every acre properly cttltivated, and the average 
yield of wheat is from filteen to 1birty bushels per 

.. acre, and other small grain in proportion. Vege- • 
tables of all kinds are cnltivated with success, and 
those who have tried it, say that tobbacco of fine 
quality can be grown to advantage; but. little or 
none is raised, on account of distance to market, 
there being no manufactorv near. 

Oastor beans and fiax have proved to be very 
remunerative to those who have tried them. 

The climate being temperate, the winters short 
.and mild, fruit of all kinds does well. Large or· 
chards of apple and peach trees and fine vineyards 
-of grapes may be found in all parts of the county, 
·which yield an abundant crop almost every year. 

RAILRO.U>S. 

The Missouri, Kansas &; Texas is the only rail
road at present passing through the county, and 
affords convenient transportation for the eastern 
and southeastern portion. Bnt the people of this 
county manifest a spirit of enterprise in the way of 
building up the county and securing railroads that is 
praiseworthy. About $30,000 and the right of way 

has been given by.the people of Bates County to the 
·Lexington & Southern Railroad, a branch of the 
Missouri Pacific, commencing at Pleasant Hill and 
running south through the western tier of Missouri 
counties, and the road now is under contract and in 
proce!!S of construction, with a !air prospect ot 
being completed to the southern border of the 
county by the 4th of July, lSSO. 

The Burlington & Southwestern Railroad also 
owns a~ old road-bed runnit;!g north and south 
through the cente1· of the county, which will be 
ironed and put in operation as soon as that road can 
extend its line to.Kansas City. 

The llfissom•i Central Railroad, now being con
structed 'vestward from Jefferson City, will prob
ably pass throngh the county from east to west • 

The wagon-roads of the Munty are naturally good 
and are generally kept in good condition. 

MINERALS. 

A good q nali ty of coal L5 found· in veins thick 
enough to work in all parts of the county. In the 
southwest part of the county there is an area of one 
hundred square miles which is underlaid with a coal 
-vein near the surface a-veraglng Jive feet in thicknes~, 
and Professor ·Broa~head, in his geological survey 
of Missouri, speaking of Bates Oonnty, says: "We 
:may calculate the amount of coal iu this county to 
be 5,897,'i48,857 tooo/' , · 
· Experts who have Visited these fields have pro· 
nounc.ed the coal equal in quality to that of the 
East. 

l;'INANOIAL CONDITION AND SCHOOLS. 

The county is entirely free from debts of any 
nature whatever, and as the Constitution of the State., 
prohibits eounties from donating to or .taking stock 
in railroad~, this county will remain as· it now is, 
unencumbered with such debts. It has good public 
buildings thnt will stand for many years without 
addition, which a.re amply commodious for all pur· 
poses. 

Cash on hand in. the treasury at last settlement 
was abont ~17,000, and all demands against the conn· 
typaid. 

The common school and township .or district 
funds amount to over !j\100,000, which is constantly 
increasing from fines and other sources, which is 
loaned at ten per cent., with good bond and :first 
:mortgage, and the interest promptly collected and 
annually distribnted among . the schools 'of the 
county, for paying teache1·s; and besides the county 
receives from the Sta~e over $5,000 annually, wbich 
is also used for paying teachers. 

Hence .there is seldom any ievy for school pur· 
poses, except for incidental expenses. 

There are 185 organized school districts, in nearly 
all of which are new and substantial school houses 
already paid for. And, besides the p11blic schools, 
there is at Butler, tht1 county seat, a large two-story 
·brick academy, built by private enterprise, that will 
accommodate 100, or more, advanced pupils. It has 
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a good corps of teachers, and is in a :flourishing 
1'ondition. · 

BUTLER,, THE COUNTY SEAT, 

is a city of about 2,300 inhabitants, situated at the 
center. of the county, and built entirely since the 

war. 
The large three-story brick court house, which 

stands in the center of the town, with its mansard 
roof and cupola, can be seen for miles in every 
direction. 

There are, in Butler, two three-story brick hotels 
and three two-story frame hotels; twcnty-five.two
story brick business ·houses, five ·churches, three 
:flouring mills and one woolen mill. Besides, there 
are two two-story brick public school buildings that 
will accommodate 800 pupils, and one frame build
ing for colored children, which is amply sufficient 
for all preseiat necessities. 

It has a good town hall for lectures ancl concerts, 
and four weekly newspapers. The city is growing 
rapidly, an.cl has almost doubled its population in 
the last four years, and at present there are no less 
than fifty new dwelling houses being built. 

Besides the county seat, there are, throughout 
the county, wheye a great deal of business is done, 
other smaller towns. 

Papinville, with a population of 500, in the south· 
ern part, has a fine :flouring mill and about a dozen 
business houses. 

Rockville, with a population of 300, is in the south
east part of the county, on the Missouri, Kansas & 
Texas Railroad. 

In the southwest are Rich Hill, New Home and 
Walnut, in the celebrated coal region. 

In the northe,·n part of the county are ,Johnstown, 
.Altona and Crescent Ifill. 

PRICES OF LAND, ETC. 

Bates County is destined to become rich and pros
perolls. Its natural resources cannot. be surpassed. 
Land is at present cheap, and is increasing in value 
every day. Good unimproved farming lands can be 
bought at from five to ten dollars an acre, and im
proved farms at from ten to thirty dollars im acre. 
Coal lands ha1·e Mold as high as fifty dollars an acre. 

A constant ilmi1igration of good snbstantial citi
zens is coming in, and the population has increased 
from 17,000 to about 24,000 in four years, and at tho 
same l·ate !Jut a few years will elnpHe before every 
acre of availalJle lan<l will be under cultivation, and 
the price of land considerably enhanced. 

Bates County needs m1tnufae.tories, and has the 
fuel ancl wat;cr necessary. Cheese fae.torics, en.n· 
ning factories, ·f!rago.n, carrittge and plo\V fnctorica,. 
breweries, fruit distilleries, and oil mills for wo1·king 
up our castor beans and l!axseed, would do well 
here. 

The resources of the county may be shown Jiy ii 
few statistics: '.!.'he corn ri1.ised in 18iD amounted to 
7,200,000 bushels, valued at :j;l,080,000; 12,000 beeves 
were fed for the market, which, at fifty dollars 
each, were worth $600,000; and the total of mules 
and hogs shipped from the county footed up 
$160,000. 

BENTON COUNTY. 

:Benton County is situated in the southern tier oi 

counties which form that portion. of the State kno>vn 
as Central Missouri.. It lies immediately south of 
Pettis County, and com.prises 720 square miles. 

WATER COURSES . . 
The Osage River, which is navigable a great.por

tion of the year, runs centrally throngh the county 
:from west to east, with the :following tributaries, 
viz.: Grand River, Big and Little Tebo, Cole Camp 
and Buffalo Creeks on the north, and Pomme de 
Terre, Hogles, Turkey· and Big and Little Deer 
Creeks on the south side, each of which stream~ 
furnishes an abundance of water and water-power 
!or all kinds o:f manufactures. 

THE SOIL. 

The greater portion of the county nort.h of the 
Osage River is prairie of exoellent quality, which is 
being settled up with a thrifty, energetic class of 
people from the Northern and Eastern States. 

The.southern portion of the county, With the ex
ception of the river and creek bottoms, is generally 

. hiUy and broken. The soil of tl1ese bottoms is the 
finest farming lands in the ·west, and a large . perc 
r.entage ·of the hill and ridge lands are very pro, 
ductive. Unimproved 

LANDS CAN BE PURCHASED 

at :from four. to eight dollars per acre; improved 
farms at from five to twenty dollars per acre. A 
large quantity of land is subject to pre-emption 
and to entry at G~vernment price, one dollar and 
twenty-five .cents per acre. 

ITS TOWNS. 

Warsaw, the county seat, is situated on the north 
bank of the Osage River, and is thirty-eight miles 
due south of Sedalia. It haE; a population of between 

· 500 and 700, and is incorporated as a city of the 
fourth class. Warsaw has a good local trade, and 
with the railroad from Sedalia completed, will com· 
mand not only the trade of Benton County, but also 
the trade o:f Hickory and portions of Polk Dallas 
Camden, Cedar and St. Clair, and will pro;e to b~ 
one of the best localities in the State icir all branches 
of business. 

Cole _Camp, Lincoln and Fort Lyon, are thriving 
to~ m the northern portion of the county, while 
Fairfield, Mt. View and Duroc, are excellent local 
trading points on the south side of the Osage River • 

MINERALS. 

Denton County may justly be classed as one of the 
richest mineral counties in the State. Lead and 
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iron ores abound in great quantities along the 
Osage River and its tributaries. The lead is of a 
very soft quality, commanding the best price in tho 
market. 

The iron ores consist of the Dnest qualities of 
blue specular, red and brown hematites an<l lini~ 
mites. Stone coal has been found in a :number of 
places in the county; but the timber being!;\. plen
tiful and cheap there has been little or no demand 
Jor coal, for which reasons the banks have never 
. been opened and operated. 

TIMBER. 

The river and creek bottoms are heavily timbered 
·with walnut, hickory, ash, maple, hackberry, syca
more and all kinds of oak, rendering fuel and 
:ehareoru and timber for manufacturing purposes 
.extremely cheap. 

PRODUCTS. 

Y\rheat, corn, oats, barley, and all other products 
of this climate; as well as the various grasses, grow 
luxuriantly. 'I'he bottoms and timbered lands are 
particularly adapted to the cultivation and rmsing 
of' wheat and corn. The wheat grown on these 
lands iB large and plump, and brings in the market 
at least ten cents per bushel more than wheat 
raised in the prairies. 

STOCK. 

As a stock-raising country Benton County cannot 
be surpas~ed. ·.All of the south side of the river is 
well watered, and the nutritious wild grasses grow 
.as well in the bottoms, the timbered portions and 
the hills as on the p1-ai!-ies. Grazing in this portion 
·of the county is free to au the inhabitants. 

~lINEltAL WATERS. 

Two sulphur springs, containing healing and <m
'rative ·properties inferior to none in the ·west, fur-

nish excellent summer resorts for hundreds of our 
home people, and great numbers from adjoining 
counties. The Clark Sulphur siirings, the most 
popular, are located live miles and tile White Sul
phur Springs eight miles from Warsaw. 

BUILDING STONE. 

'l'here are many kinds of nne building stones of the 
best quality throughout the county, and one quarry 
of granite has been found about one and a half 
mi'les northwest of Warsaw . 

RAILROADS. 

Tiler€ is no r.ailroad completed through the county 
yet, but track-layiug'is in progress on the Sedalia, 
Warsaw & Southern Railway, which will be com
pleted and the cars running to Warsaw on or be!ore 
the 1st day of July, 1880. Tbe Osage Valley & 
Southern lfansas Itailroad wili be completed to 
Versailles, in Morgan County, in a. few weeks; and 
will then be continued through Benton County. 

POPUI.ATION AXD SOCIETY. 

Renton County has between 12,00-0 ltnd 14,000 in
habitants, made up of people from every State in tbe 
Union, thooe from New York, Ohio, Indi11na, Penn·· 
sylvania, Yirginia, Kentucky, '.I1cnnessee and Kansas 
predominating, together with alurge German settle
n1cnt. They are e1wrgetlc, thrifty, open, .frank, hos
l)itnb!e people, with doo:rs ever open with a warm 
'velcome to stranger~, and to all wllo desire to locate 
with them. 

The county is di;-ide<l into eighty-seven school 
districtB. Each district has at. least one good, 
comfortable school house, and from two to three 
churches. The school law is rigidly enforced by the 
people themselves, and excellent schools are being 
built up all <»er the county. In fact, n: complete 
education may be had in many of the school dis
tricts. 

BOLLINGER COUNTY. 

·Bollinger Connty is situated in .southeast Mis
'!louri, one hundred 11nd twenty-five miles south of 

· St. Louis, and thirty miles west of the Mississippi 
Uiver. The St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern 
Railway rnns directly through the center of the 
county, cutting it diagonally - entering at the 
northwest corner and leaving at the southell.st; is 
bounded by ·Perry County on the north, Cape Gi
rardeau on tile east, ·wayne an:d Madison on the 
west, Stoddard and a part of \Vay11e on the south. 

AREA. POPULATION, FINANCES AND 

SCHOOLS. 

The area of the county is 381,081 acres, and is 
valued, with improvements, at $2,000,000. The pop· 
nlation is estimated at 10,000 inhabitants, all white 
.except twenty-Dve or thirty. The county has no 

-debt; taxes are exceedingly light, in eonseqnence 
of the low assessment of property and the small 
percentage on the dollar-it being about one and 
one-fourth cents on the dollar, or $1.2.5 on the 
$100. The school fund is the largest in the State, 
in proportion to the area and population of the 
county, it being a fraction over :;;io,ooo. The same 
is loaned b~· the County Court at ten per cent., the 
interest is payable annually, which is distributed 
to the districts throughont the county, enabling each 
school district to have a school from four to sb:: 
months without the least perceptible burden of 
taxation. 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

The general surface of the county is broken and 
rather hiliy, though not rongh nor mountainous; the 
lands are usnally susceptible of cultivation. 
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No county in the State is, perhaps, better watered 
than Bollinger. Water-c01;rses and springs of the 
purest water are innumerable. The country' is truly 
romantic, and travelers have often said that scenes 
and landscapes here exist, which, upon ®nvas, 
would rival in beauty and scenic show, those of the 
Shenandoah, Hudson and Cheyenne.. Educated ag
riculturists will some day make Bollinger County 
one of the fairest counties in the State. The princi
pal streams, which afford clear, swift-running water 
all the yea.:r round, are Big and Little "Whitewater, 
Castor River, Hurricane, Perkins' Creek, Big and 
Little Crooked Creeks, ,\·ith others of less impor
tance. The entire county is very finely watered, 
and building sites are numeJ."ous: Hard-by are 
never failing springs. 

CHARACTER OF SOIL A...'<D AGRICULTURAL 
ADVANTAGES. 

In this county are found several kinds of soil-the 
black and mulatto alluvial, a gi·ey, pipeish soil of a 
clayey character, and the yellow loam. Each of these 
soils are peculial."ly adapted to ceJ."tain kinds of cul
tivation, as well as products. The uplands are loose 
and loamy; they lie between the water courses, and 
in many instances are a second bottom or table land. 
These lands are.highly suited to the raising of wheat, 
in fact, pl"oduce the vel"y best of wheat, and com
pare favombly with the lands of Cape Girardeau and 
Percy Counties, so famous fol" fine wheat-growing. 

It can be safely said that no county in. Southeast 
Missouri has a :finer and better variety of soil, and 
not one more susceptible of a diversi:fled agricul
tural development. Some excelthis in a particular 
way: as Cape Girardeau is a thorough wheat-grow
ing. county, Mississippi is }Jar excellent for corn, 
DunklinJor cotton, and so on; but for a combina
tion of agricultuJ."al advantages and diversities Boll
inger is not easily surpassed. .A. specially large 
Inheritance from nature is· seldom versatile and at
tractive, and it is only when she modestly distrib
utes her blessings tl:\at all are best provided fol", as 
well as best ple&l!ed. • 

The subsoil throughout the county is of a clayey 
nature; thpugh along the creeks it is sometimes of a 
sandy chamcter. 
. Wheat ranges from ten to thirty bushels per acre; 

corn from twenty-five to seventy-.live· bushels per 
a.ere; oats :Crom twenty-:flve to sixty_ bushels per 
acre; rye from ten to twenty-::flve bushels per acre; 
buckwheat and barley generally do well. Every 
variety of .clover and grasses are of the easiest cul
tivation. Blue grass, white clover and other :tine 
stock •grasses are indigenous. 

No complaint can be ma.de against the productive
ness of the soil.,..-anything like carefnl and enterpris
ing farming will almost in evecy. instance assure an 
average crop. 

The seasons are surprisingly regular, there having 
been but one failure within the la.st forty years, and 
that was only partial.. No corn was produced. 

TIMBER. 

The timber in the county is good in quality and 
variety-oak, ash, hickory, walnut, poplar, beech, 
pine and sassafras are the most common growths. 
M:uch of the va1u·a.ble timber is still unmolested, 

although a great deal has been used by the mills· 
and factories. 

There are five or six saw ntills, and about the· 
same number.of grist mills; The milling interest, 
however, has been sadly neglected. Big White
water and Castor Rivers afford some of the ve1·y 
finest sites for mills; every iidvantage that could be 
desired is at hand; all that is wanted is enterprising 
mill "men. They are large streams, and furnish " 
vast deal of water the year around. Tlie fall, bank:; 
and solid rock bottoms mtike them extraordinary in 
the way of furnishing water-power. The ve1-y best 
inducements are in this county to mill men, for· 
water or steam mills. 

HORTICULTURE. 

In this kind of land culture but little has been at. 
iempted; therefore but little has been done. The· 
climate being·mild and early, the land rich and B<>· 
wonderfully diveJ."sified, but little doubt can be en
tertained as to the success of the pursuit. The gar
dens of farmers are excellent; in them may be· 
found the finest of early cabbages, peas, beans, let
tuce, radishes, in fact all kinds of garden vegetables. 
The favorable location to one of the largest and best. 

0markets in the West is a very strong incentive to a 
trial of this very pro:fltable method of tilling the soil.-

FRUITS. 
Bollinger is especially adapted to fruit-growing .. 

Possessed of a mild climate, the winters are seldom. 
of such severity as to destroy the entire crop. The 
ridges and uplands are preferable for fruit-giiowing· 
to the valleys and bottom lands, as being dryer and 
less in:fl.uenced by the cold damp moisture of spring, 
frost seldom inter:fe1Ting with an orchard when 
planted on high ground. 

The principal varieties of fruit a.re ~pples; peare; 
peaches, :Plums and cherries. Tl'te culture of apples 
pel"haps, commands the most attention, and is the 
most profitable. · 

• Peaches-of which there is a large and choice· 
val"iety-are successfully and pro:fltably grown, sel
dom :failing to return a fair Cl"Op, thongh some years· 
are a failure; but apples are always sure, and usu
ally pro:fltable. Fruit-growing ·is rapidly assuming-
a. pl"ominent position in this county • 

One of the frnit-growel"s of the county gathered a. 
crop from eighty peach trees, planted on less than 
two acl"es, from which he realized a· net pro:flt of 
$<157; and that from :five acres of ground, three in 
small fruit-stl."8.wberries, raspberries and gt"apes
his net pro:flts were over $1,100 in one sea.son. The 
entire line of berries is produced easily and In 
abundance. This is pre-eminently a fruit-growing 
county. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

Those who have engaged in the business of stock
raising, have been in every particular successful. 
But few have paid anything like strict attention te> 
·the occupation of stock-growing. The majorlty of 
farmers heretofore have been content with the rais
ing ot" horses; mules, cattle, hogs, and sheep in a. 
geneml way. 

The introduction of a better stock gives per
manent encouragement generally to the raising of 
stock,. which will be salable in any market. 
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Sheep.raising is exciting more attention than any 
other branch of the business. So much of the lands 
being_ so admirably suited for pasturing purposes, 
that 1t makes the county exception:i.1 in this par
ticular. Besides, sheep are frequently left to seek 
their own living upon the wild ranges at all seasons: 

The surface being broken by hills, valleys inter
•vening - and numerous streams of the dearest 
waters, with cold, icy springs flowing out the hill
sides-constitute and make a country unrivaled for 
dairies: Cows. are exceedingiy thrifty and healthy, 
and not one smgle objection can be raised against 
this being a country second to none for butter 
making, cheese manufacturing, and a general dairy 
business. 

ATTRACTIVE MINERAL RESOURCES. 

The mineral resources of Bollinger County have 
long been considered by prospectors and metal
lurgists as of great value and importance. Iron, 
lead, kaolin, manganese, zinc, earth paint and build
!Dg stone exist, and have been discovered in large 
.quantities, 

The blue and brown hematite are the most prom
inent iron ores in.the county. The mining interest 
~nd th? d?ve~opment of mines opened are assuredly 
m their infancy. From 1871 to 1874 conside.rable 
.activity was manifested in the direction of iron. 

Thus the iron interest at one time promised to 
become a very important .business in this countj', 
but the panic which struck the entire country in 
1873, settled like death upon all manufacturing 
interest.s, which necessarily discontinued .all mining 

.-enterpnses, and· speculations of all kinds were 
stopped. The outlook is at present that the owners 
o:f iron lands will soon resume work again, wb.en it 
is believed that Bollinger Connty will take a leading 
place i.n the counties of Southeast Missouri, espe
cially as an iron-producing connty. 

Quite a lively and important business is that o:f 
mining and shipping kaolin. Several valuable mines 
have been opened; the quality is estimated by 
potters as being very good. There· seems to be .any 
amount o:f it, and little doubt can be entertained but 
that the mining and manufacturing of kaolin will 
become an important factor in the wealth of the 
·county. Potters of Eastern cities have examined 
several of .the best banks· and 1ironounced the. clay 
.good, and expressed themselves to the e:lfect that 
but a short time would intervene, between now and 
the time when manufacturing establishments would 
·be erected to work and turn the raw material into 
marketable ware. This clay has been thoroughly 
tested, and out of it is produced eleg:ant, white por
celain ware. 

Lead and silver have been found in small quanti
ties. A. very good prospect of silver is said to have 
been discovered on land· near :Marquand, and steps 
were ta.fen to ascertain and develop the truth of 
the indications, but the hard times which set in 
in 1873 brought all work to a close, and nothing has 
'Since been done. 

CHURCHES AND MORAL STATUS. 

The religious element of the people is represented 
by nearly all the denominations-the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Christian and Catholic Churches. 

• 

There are thirty-five or more in the connty; besides, 
religious services are frequently held in many of the 
school houses. 

The moral status of the county may be regarded 
as excellent. There are but two saloons in the 
county, and not a single gambling table or device 
within its borders. No horse racing, no whisky 
distilleries, no breweries, and, In fact, nothing that 
has a special tendency to demoralize or debase its 
population. The criminal. record is exceedingly 
light, the costs for criminal prosecution being pro
portionately easy. 

PRINOIP AL TOWNS. 

Marble Hill is the county seat, and is located near 
the center of the county, about one-half of a mile 
from Lutesville, a station on the. Iron Mountain 
Railway, 133 miles from St. Louis. The population 
is about 500. The town, in the main, is well. built, 
the majority of the houses being frame. The prin
cipal buildings are a brick court house, two churches, 
a large frame school house, three stores of general 
merchandise, two drug stores, one saloon, two 
blacksmith shops, a cabinet shop, Masonic hall and 
two newspapers. 

Lutesville, a small, but thriving, village, is located 
direc.tly on the railroad. ··The main houses consist 
of a splendid church, three dry goods stores, one 
drug store, one large hardware store, shoe shop, 
and other smaller places of business. The popula· 
tion of the tov.-n is near 500. The society is good 
there being an excellent school howe, in which a 
good school is kept" the greater part of the year 
The town is growing, and will in a few years, from 
present indications, be a place of much spirit and 
enterprise. 

:Marble Hill and this place are only one-half mile 
apart, and might, in fact, be regarded. as the same 
place. 

There are several other small villages •<1attered 
over the county, in all of which more or less business 
is done, each having a post-o:flice. Lnflin, Glen 
A.llen and. Bessville, are situated on the railway. 
Patton and SedgwickvJ.lfe are in the northern part 
of the county; Vinemount and Bollinger Hills in 
the southern. These constitute the towns of the 
county, whieh are in every respect apace with the 
villages of adjpining counties. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

Lands can be bought for :from one to :fifteen dollars 
per acre. ·These lands are all adapted to some kind 
of agricultural use. Hundreds of acres are held in 
readiness for sale. Purchasers and those seeking · 
homes can go nowhere with fairer hopes of obtaining 
what they want, with greater certainty, than in this 

. eounty. The terms are easy in almost every in
stance. Taxes being so low, and no bonded indebt
edness, no county or country can a:lford better 
inducements to im1nigrants than :Bollinger. Not 
less than one hundred and tw:enty-ftve families have 
come into the countywithin the last year, the greater 
portion of which have come from Indiana and Ohio. 
Take it all in all-the geographical position, the 
great diversity of soil, easy transportation and 
ready market, the social and educational advan
tages-the county of :Bollinger stands with the flrlit 
in the State • 
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BOONE COUNTY. 

Boone County was settled in 1815, organized in 1820, 
and has an area of 673lf square miles-431;000 acres
and an enviable location. Situated in the very heart 
of the Missouri Valley and in the fairest and richest 
portion of Northeastern Missouri, with the. Missouri 
River on its southern, and two great trunk railway 
lines upon its northe;rn border, it combines the best 
commercial facilities with such advantages of cli· 
mate, soil, topography, agricultural production and 
mineral resources as few districts in the great West 
can boast. To keep. 

IN THE RIGHT LATITUDE 

is a ·matter of primary importance to the immigrant, 
whether he be eastward or westward bound. Boone 
County mainly ii.es withm the same parallels with 
Washington, Cincinnati and San Francisco, and has 
the mild and equable climate of Maryland, Southern 
Ohio, Northern Kentucky and Middle California.. 
The rigors of a Michigan, New York, or Wisco.nsln 
winter and the insufferable humidity of a Mississippi 
summer, are alike unkno'lvn in this region, whose 
equable mean of temperature, bright skies, dry at-

, mosphere, clear water, undulating sur:fa.ce and tree
dom f:Fom swamps, marshes and lagoons give as 
high an average of health and longevity to man and 
beast and plant, as any purely agricultural country 
under the sun. .A. mean elevation of '750 feet above 
the tides, the prev:i.ilmg southwest winds from the 
plains of Kansas and the "Indian Nation" give tone 
to the atmosphere, dissipate mal&.na, and, a.c09m
pamed by long :lr1endly summers, with breezy days 
and delicious· cool nights, short, open, dry wmters, 
witll slight and transient snow-tall, and golden, 
glowing spring and autumn seasons, IX1ake up a eh
mate as healthful as it lS delightful. 

The natural drainage ot th~ county is.well mgh 
perleet. A .section will cover the cold, wet, dead 
levels of the whole ten"ltory. Dry.ravmes, gulches, 
springs, brooks, branches, and larger streams qmck· 
1:y carry the surplus waters of the !l()unty into the 
great river upon its southern border. The lacustrme 
deposits of the bluffs and liill districts are the most 
porous of sous .and. never want for adeql1ate.dram~ 
age. 

THE TIMBER SUPPLY 

ll! alike ample and adnurable. Wh!.te; swamp and· 
1>urr ·oak, white and black walnut, white and blue 
a.sh, hickory, cherry, red elm, honey locust, mul .. 
berry, sugar maple and linden o:f excellent quality, 
with otlier valuable commercial woods, abound in 
every division of the county. To the11e v.aneties 
may be added cottonwood. wlllow, bawthorne. com
mon water elm,birch, pecan, hackberry, ironwood, 
!>nckeye, sycamore, box .eider, white maple, persim .; 
mon;red cedar, etc; ··Fully eighty per cent. of the 
county was orig!nall;iieovered With forest, and, tt ts 
11afe t.Osay .that forty.five.per cent. is still wooded; 
the supply of timber and fael being vastly in excess 
of the l~ needs. Boone County has a 

WATER SUPPLY· 

·equal to any :first-rate agricultural Qounty. The' 
entire southerly border of the county (forty 
iniles) is washed by 'the Missouri River. · The 
western and northern portions a.re drained by 
the Perche and Moniteau Creeks and a score of 
tributary streams; the central. portion by the 
Hinkson and its branches; the northern portion 
by the upper waters of the Perche and Hinkson, and 
the eastern.and. southeaste:rn portions by the Bonne 
Femme and Cedar, with a full half hundred feeders. 
Spring brooks by the dozen, and cleai·, neve1·-failing 
rock springs by the hundred supply three.fourths 
of .the county with purest water, while the prairie 
districts are well supplied with wells, cisterns, and 
artificial ponds. 

THE MINERAL RESOURCES 

of this county are chie:lly represented by lime IJ4ld 
freestone, bituminoiis ·and eannel coals, mineral 
paints in several colors, a superior quality of 
potter's clay, and valuable mineral. waters. There1s 
plenty 'of . building stone, hydraulic ·limestone of 
superior quality being found in inexhaustible beds 
and out-cropping ledges of the cheautean· group• 
along the Missouri and Perche. White limestone. 
( ercritmal) of excellent quality for building uses is 
found in great masses ont·cropping along the: 
Hinkson and its tnbutaries. The Bonne Femme 
and Cedar districts are abundant .m limestones of: 
good qualit_y a11d ferruginous sandstone, of :llne 
quahty, for butlding. uses, is. found on the lower·· 
Hinkson.. Coal of good quality, :crom out-croppings 
to two hundred feet below the surface, in four 
distinct vems, varying in tluckness :crom one to four 
feet, m;iderlles a full half of the county, and w easily 
worked by" stripping," "drifting" and" shafting .... 
The· local market is supplied at $1,50 per ton at. 
the mmes and $2.50 per ton in the towns. Block 
coal suitable. for smelting purposes is found in tha 
central. part ot the county, and a thirty-meh.vem 
of cannal coal has been found on Grindstone Creek.. 
Potter's clay ie foundm quality and quantity to war 
rant extensive .. mani:r.facturing, and with· cheap fue1, 
and a. broad market should become a sowce of, 
large wealth to the county. 

THE SOILS. 

. The Missou111 bottoms {of 'Whlch there are aoout 
fifty square IIUles), with the valleys along the· 
minor streams, are alluvial :trom tour to Jlfteen feet 
1n depth, of. inexhaustible fertility ana a<Jtnirably 
suited to wheat and· corn, of whicll ha.I:f a hundred 
sn®essive crops are grown Without a sign of dllnin" 
ution· in yield. The " Elm Lands," of which there 
are at least twenty thousand acres cbie:tly itlong the 
divide between the. Perche and Moniteau, have a 
chocolate Colored soil trom :ilfteen to thirty Inches 
deep, of great richness and versatility, and produce 
splendid crops of everything grown 1n this latitude. 
The blu1f or loess soils· of the blu1f distrietse~race 
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about .seventy square miles, chielly a.long the l\1J.s
sour1 and the middle and lower Perche, Hinkson, 
Cedar and Bonne Femme, are from ten to one hun 
·dred feet in depth, loose and porous in structure, 
nearly identical with the world famous 1oess of the 
Rhine and Nlie and with their remarkable comuina·· 
tion of finely conuninuted silica, lime aud magnesm 
carbonate, lime phosphate, alumma, etc., make an 
indestructible soil, the finest for fruits, grass, and 
indeed, nearly all domestic vegetation known to 
husbandry 

The oak soils of the county, which in their native 
state are ch1el!y remarkable for the production of 
white oak and hickory timber, though not so highly 
esteemed by the farmer as the other soils herein 
named, are yet finely adapted to wheat, tobacco, red 
clover and fruits, which they prorluce in great per· 

• f~~tton, and in oonjnnetion with a subsoil strong in 
siliceous and qrganic matter, alumina, etc., will 
prove, in the hands of deep cultivato1·s; of great 
permanent productive value. These lands embrace 
not Jess than 75,000 iicres of the county, and consti
tute the hill districts neighboring to the Perche, 
T:Iinkson and Ceclur C1·eeks. The prairie soil em: 
braces about eighty square miles, mainly m the 
eastern and northern portions of the county, is rich 
and ilexible, strong m vegetable mould (humus), 
siliceous and organrn matter, alumina and other 
valuable constituents, generally takes the chocolate 
or mulatto shade, is from ten to twenty inches m 
depth, much resemblmg the elm soil, both in color 
and productive power, and gives a splendid growth 
to corn, oats, field and garden vegetables and the 
grasses. Large distrrnts of rolling woodland, not 
included in the above notes upon soils, are covered 
with a rich growth of oak, elm, ash, hackberry, 

·walnut, honey, locust, cherry, etc., .. have a soil rich 
rn vegetable mould, silica orgamc matter, lime, 
alumina, etc., possesses many of the best character·· 
1stics of the distmctive soils named, and are clearly 
among the most valuable lands rn the county. The 
subsoils of tire county are genera:lly rmh in siliceous 
marls, are strcmgly marked with the loess character
istics, range from one to one hundred feet in depth, 
slack hke quick lime on exposure to frost and atmos . 
phere, and to the in.-in who plows deep and cultivates 
thoroughly, are an inexhaustible mine of productive 
wealth 1vh1c11 some day ml! make Boone County, 
and indeed, all Nqrth J\11ssouri, the classic ground of 
American husbandry. .-..s IL whole, the soils men

_ tioned give the wide.st range of production. .Every 
domestic product of the soil tl\.at llourishes between 
the noi·thern limit of the cotton ilelds and the 
northern Red River, is at home and reaches perfec
tion Ill these soils. 

THE HOME OF THE GRAIN-GROWERS. 

bushels. The oak and hickory soils give a yield of 
fourteen to thirty bushels per acre, and with any
·thing like thorough cultu1·e following clo\•er, the 
county would give an average yield of twenty .. ftve 
bushels in ordinary seasons. Boone County cer. 
tamly p1·esents a splendid field for ambitious wheat. 
growers. Among other field crops, oats, barley and 
rye all do finely here, th·e former often gh·ing a yiel<l 
of fifty to seventy·flve bushels per acre. Broom 
corn makes a fine growth of the finest brush and 
might be made a very profit:ible crop. Sorghum is 
cultivated with decided profit for local use. Hun
garian and millet make a wonderful gro\vth, and are. 
in great favor with the best farmers. Up to a recent 
date, 

TOBACCO 

has been a formidable crop here, the dry, warm oak 
soils of the greater elevations producing a ve~Y 
superror quality of leaf, which under the treatment 
of old e:i..-perienced Yirginia cultirntors niade an 
envilLble reputation m the great markets. The pro. 
duct of the county, 1,000,000 to 2,000,000 pounds, could 
easily be increased 300 per cent., if the demand 
sball again w:nT:mt the general culture of this plant, 

FIELD .A2i"D GARDEN VEGETABLES 

luxuriate in any part of tbe soils of tlus noble 
county, giving generous returns to the cultivator. 
who may gratify his senses with a httle paradise of 
vegetables, plants and blooms, with half the labor 
required m the east and north. To the credit of old 
Boone be it said, that no !allure of the grain crop is 

recorded m tbe history of her su;:ty·llve years of 
agriculture. Extreme cond1tions of clrmate have 
sometlllles shortened the e:i..iiort surplus of some ot 
the cereals and grasses, but the bounteous soil lu1s 
never failed to yield ample supply for the use of the 
home, the fiocks and herds. 

A PRIME 1''RUIT COUNTRY. 

It lies within the great fruit belt, and bears most 
of the staple fruits of the medium latitudes9tn per. 
fection., It may very appropriately be called the new 
vmeland. On the "elm lands," between the Perche 
and· .Moniteau, are to be found a wlid grape vme 
twenty-11ine inche& m circumference at a pomt 
severitl feet above the ground. Tbe native forests 
are everywhere festooned with wild gr.ipe vmes of 
splendid g1·0\vth, nrnny of them e\idently a century 
old. Domestic grapes of many varieties are grown 
in profusion at a cost of t\vo ce11.ts per pound, amt 
nevex fail of a bounteous crop. Peaches give a Jlne 
crop three years out of five. Pears do llneiy over 
strong clay suhsolis. Several varieties of plums and 
cherries succeed well, on any of the abo,·e named 
soils 

Corn, the great &taple cereal ot th~ lower Missouri 
Valley, gives a yield of thirty-five to ninety bushels THE NATIVE AKD DOMESTIC GRASSES. 
per ·acre, dlipending upon soil, season and culture, Boone County ts prc·emmently a gr&i>s country 
and it is safe to estimate the total crop of the county AU tlie grasses of this great i,"l'B.Zing belt attrun 
.for 18SO at 4,000,000 bushels. : · luxuriant growth here. Better still. the soil and 

The south half ot the county is largely underlaid ! climate gn·e them a perfection of qna!rty rarely 
with limestone, the subsoils are rieh in lime, and t attained mother regions. ?I'he nath·e prame gra.Ss, 

·every condition to successful wheat growmgobtains · i · though not equal m variety to the wild graiises of 
in. high measure. Pull ooo;ooo bushels of white I Nebraska (of wh1~.h one hnn<lred and ftfty ·four va
winter wheat were grown m the county in 1879, and rieties ila<re Ileen catalogued by Professor .Aughey), 
the area· in wh,eat for the commg harvest, with .the : are yet very numerous, especially on· the Grand 
exceptionally line.stand, promises a yield of I,Ooo,000· l>rairie, and,, from early Apnl to the last of July, 
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give more :tlesh to grazing •mimals than any of the 
domestic grasses; but they are fast disappearing 
before the all-conquering blue grass, and may not 
be named among the permanent grazing resources. 
The green, luxuriant, nutritious, tenacious blue 
grass is tile all-pervading, all-absorbing herbage of 
this beautiful herdsman's paradise. The timothy 
meadows of Boone County, though not as extensive 
as in some of the prairie counties further north, are 
equal to the very best in Illinois, the Canadas and 
the "\Vestern Reserve. l~ed clover makes a splendid 
growth here, especially in the oak and hickory soils, 
is very successfully cultivated on the oak land, in 
the southwest part of the county, and is becoming 
popular among the farmers of other portions, result
ing here, as every·where1 in enrichment of, and 
large increase ill, the productive power of the 
lands. 

White clover, like blue grass, is indigenous to the 
country, :tlourishes in all the siliceous soils and in 
years of full moisture adds largely to the grazing 
capacity and wealth of the country. Northwestern 
Missouri is the paradise 

OF THE STOCK-GROWERS, 

and that grand old Boone County is "pretty nigh" 
its "head center." Here are the cheap lands; here 
the matchless herbage, and clear, plenteous waters; 
here the forest ravines, bluffs, gulches and chaparral 
that make the 1lnest natural stock shelter known to 

a mild and equable climate, and these with cheapest 
tran!lportatiqn to tlle National and Union stock
yards are the things that go into the make-up 
of a royal stock country, not forgetting those 
other essentials -cheap corn and almost perennial 
pasturage. '£hey grow corn here at a cost of fifteen 
cents per bushel, and the years are rare that do not 
furnish ten months' grazing for young stock. Only 
a J1'i'1d of rye and a reservation of the autumn 
growth of blue. grass in the underbrush woodlands 

are necessary to complete a full year's pasturage. 
It should interest those coming herdsmen, too, to 

know fiiat there are none of the climatic rigors of 
the far western plains; that the good Lord gives this 
region plenteous rainfall; that coal and wood and 
:fencing timb~r are "cheap"; that the highways are 
made, the bndges and school houses are built· that 
there is a slight dijference between life here a~d on 
the borders. ' 

Tile late Assessor's returns accredit the stock men 
of the county with a total of 9,680 horses, 4,212 
mu_les, 18,32l'.· cattle, 23,275 sheep, and 3.5,3BO swine. 
This .splendid aggregation of domestic animals is 
not made of scrubs and scalawags, for these rude 
tribes, l~e the "bushwhacker" of the genus homo, 
have mainly passed into lnstory. 

"'.'he feeding herds _are all of go'od or high grades, 
a large per cent of this stock being bred and fed for 
the European trade. Some of the enterprisin~ 

breeders are introducing Herefords to meet a fast 

E:'"I"Owing deman~ fro_m the r&nchmen' of new prairi~ 
::;tates and Territories. Hundreds of young thor

oughbred short-horn . bulls are annually shipped 
out of the county for the same destination. Im
ported Jerseys, . whose names and fame m·e 

k~own to two continents, are kept and bred here in 

fair numbers: Imported Cotswolds, Downs, Leices
ters and Merinos of national fame, gr.ace the estates 

of several sheep-breeders, and are giving generous. 
infusion of the best ·blood into many of the local 
1locks. Jlfodel Berkshires and Poland-Chinas that 
have swept the Provincial and. National prize rings 
may be found here, and it may.be safely said that 
the average standard of cattle, swine and sheep of 
this county is quite as high as in Ohio and Illiaois. 
This is the banner mule country of the continent and 
the world. llfissouri grows more mules than all the 
other States and Territories together. J\fule-hrced· 
ing, growing and feeding for e>.-port is a great bus
iness in this county, from which not less than two 
thousand are annually exported. >Vork horses, too, 
are largely raised for the e>.-port trade and for " all 
-work," the general standard of this stock is quite up 
to the average in most of the other States. 

Cattle, sheep and swine-growing is paying the 
farmers of this region, all the way from twenty-five 
to fo1·ty per cent, where it is pursued with ordinary· 
intelligence and discretion. 0 

Good improved stock farms on the prairies or in 
miscellaneous timber lands can be had at ten to fif. 
teen dollars per acre, or less than the cost of perma· 
nent improvements. These fanns are well fenced, 
have buildings, orchards, meadO"lvs, blue grass pas
ture, good timber shelter and water in abundance. 
Hundreds of fine natural sheep ranches could he 
selected in the hilly oak land districts along tl!e 
Perche and Cedar Creeks, which in the native state 
may be purchased at one dollar to two dollars and 
Jifty cents per acre. These lands combine dryness of 
soil, splendid drainage ancl fiµe shelter, and run.to 
blue grass and white clover naturally, as soon as 
they are underbrushed, and for successful sheep 
husbandry are equal to any in the ·west. Good 
wild grazing lands may be had iu the lower 
timber districts.:ind prairies at four to eight dollars 
per acre. .A royal dairy country is this, with its 
clear.rock springs and nutritious grasses ! .And yet 
but a single well-conducted butter dairy and not one 
cheese. dairy of consequence in all the county. .An 
hundred cheese dairymen from Wisconsin and the 
·western Reserve and as many good .butter makers 
from Central New York would revolutionize the 
industrial life of the county and add two huntlred 
and fifty thousand dollars to its yearly income. '.!.'he 

LOW PRICE OF LANDS 

is a surprise to Eastern men who cannot understand 
why good lands here should 'not be worth as 

much as similar estates in Illinois, Indiana or 
Michigan. Improved farms are offered at eight to 
twenty-five dollars per acre, according to soil, loca

tion and improvements, the average being less than 
fiite<in. dollars, and the price asked being almost 
invariably less than tile cost of the buildings, 
fences, orchards and other improvements. >Vild 
lands range from one to ten dollars per acre, the 
:figure generally depending upon soil, topography 

and location. It seems fabulous that white oak and 
hickory lands (denuded of their lllore valuable tim
ber) underlaid with .coal whose frequent out
croppings disclose twenty-four to fifty-inch veins of 
good bituminous coal, and located within five to 
twelve miles of trunk railway lines, seven to ftfteen 
miles of the. Missouri River and in the midst of an 

old, rich and well settled country, should be begging 
a market at one. to two dollars per acre, often selling 
for even less money; and the greater lllarvel is to 
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know that these same lands are not a sterile waste 
(there is not a haif section ·of waste land in Boone 
County) but take naturally to blue grass, and are 
excellent wheat, tobacco, clover and fruit lands. 
The same quality of oak lands would sell in South 
Michigan, South Wisconsin and North Indiana. any
where from twenty to thirty-:five dollars per acre in 
the wild state and thirty-five to sixty-five dollars 
improved. So too the improved land of this county 
wo~d iu Iowa bring 100 per cent. more; in Illinois, 
Oh10 and l\fichigan 200per cent. more; in New York 
and Pennsylvania 400 per cent. more and even in 
Kansas and Nebraska fifty per cent'. more than 
here. And why this difference? That is a question 
that concerns the good people of Boone County and 
Missouri quite as much as the immigrant and land 
buyer. There are too many lands on the market. 
Hundreds of men in this country- as in every 
other-went heavily in debt for lands, improve
ments and machinery before the panic, confident 
that the high price of stock and produce would 
continue. The later demoralization of laud and 
produce values ruined and these they must lose all 
or sell for anything they can get. 

The old slave-holding estates ":ere ruined by the 
loss of their personal estate during the war, many 
"! the owners being utterly unable to adapt them· 
llelves to the new order and their fine landed estates 
are breaking up of their own weight, or goin~ into 
partition for the benefit of creditors. Huudr~ds of 
once able farmers have lost everything by specula· 
tion in laud, live stock, etc. Many others have an 
inRane longing to sell their property in this beauti· 
.ful country and try their fortunes in Kansas, Colo
rado or Texas. Four-fifths of the negroeswho were 

, worth something to the country under the old sys-
tem.of compulsory labor, have deserted the country, 
are idly lounging about the towns, and are no longer 
a factor in the farm-labor problem. These are some 
of the reasons for the low price of lands. 

The county has 

A CAPITAL FREE SCHOOL SYSTEM, 
embracing one hundred and five schools, one hun
dred and :five school-houses; a permanent school 
fund of $51,193 with an enrollment of about seven 
thousand school children. The schools are fostered 
by a liberal sentiment, a three and a half mill tax 
on a valuation of ~i,000,000, the interest on the per
manent fund, the a1iportion111ent from a large State 
school fund imd the public fines and penalties. 
Exelusive of the one hundi·ed and five schools men· 
tloned, are fifteen colored schools, ·of equal grade, 
supported from the above-named revenues. It is 
'~'omething to the credit of Boone County intelli
gence, ambition and 1iuaueial ability that a great 
State University, embracing the .Agricultural Col
lege, experimental farm and an admirable Normal 
School is located at the countv seat. aml that two of 
the leading denominatiomtl l!~emal~ Colleges of the 
State are also located here. The religious advantages 
of the county are of the best ordm·- Eight of the lead
ing denominations are represented by sixty-six: 
church edifices, and a still larger number of relig· 
ions organizations. Every i-ural neighborho-0d has 
its church building and service. The presence and 
iufiuence of this strongly organized religious :force 
is well displayed in the high tone of public and per
sonal morals. 

THE COUNTY FINANCES 

are well managed, and taxation upon a valuation of 
$7,000,000 is not at all burdensome. The indebted· 
ness created by the county in aid of railways, gravel 
turnpikes and other public improvements, has been 
greatly reduced, and its funding at a low rate ot 
interest, with provisions for a sinking fund for its 
gradual liquidation, was a wise policy. 

COLUMBIA, 

the capital of Boone County, was settled in 1820, 
formally laid out an<;t made the county seat in 
1821, and now has a population of nearly 4,500. It 
has an enviable location near the center of the 
county, in the high rolllnJ:i wood-lands of the Hink· 
son, and is beautifully loeated. 

THE "UNIYEiiSITY 

is the distinguishing feature of CorUmbia. It is on a· 
secute basis, its 1iermanent funds and total prop
erty being valued at upwards of $1,000,000, and its 
yearly revenue from all sources between $40,000 and 
$50,000. 

The character of the University is substantially 
based upon the American plan and may be briet!y 
summed up as follows: Two groups or departments, 
the Academic and Professional; each being a col
lection of schools, the ,\cademic department being 
the center or nucleus around which the Professional 
schools cluster. 

The Academic Schools which are divided into two 
classes, viz: Science and Language, cover substan· 
tially the usual course pursued in most first-class 
colleges. 

The Professional Schools include agricli.lture, 
pedagogics, law, medicine, mining and metallurgy, 
engineering and art. A school of military science 
has recently been established and placed in charge 
of Lieut. Frank P. Blair, .Jr., an accomplished officer 
of the United States army, detailed especially for 
military instruction. 

To the honor of i\Iissouri be it said that by act of 
its Legislature in lSi2 the doors of the University 
were thrown open to women, thus givingrecognition 
to the mental equality of the sexes and that other 
doctrine of all sound philosophy, co-education of 
the sexes. The number of students in attendance 
11pon all departments including the School of Min
ing, reaches nenrl'y six hunq.recL The lTniversity is 
fast growing in.popular favor an.d influence, and it is 
not improbable that within the next two years the 
present facilities for both theoretical and practical 
instruc:tion 11ill have become inadequate to meet 
the rap.idly grffwing demand for the higher educa
tion of the young men and women of l\Iissouri. The 
yearly c:>qiensc of schooling here, including matri
culation, board, washing, fuel, lights, and all iuci 4 

dentals, is only nominal as compared with Eastern 
colleges. Under the popular elub system the en
tire yearly expense need not exceed :;;no. 

There are in addition to the facilities afforded 
by the University for the edueation of young 
women, Christian College which -0ifers rare 
educational advantages to young ladies from 
abroad. It was founded by the Christian Church in 
1850,and has eyer since.been in successful operation. 
Stephens College belong~ to the Baptist denomina· 
tion of the State, and is also a woman's college. It 
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was founded in 1856 and has ijver since been in suc
cessful operation. ·The buildings are of :fine archi
tecture, spacious and admirably suited to their pur
pose, and occupy elegant· and ample ,grounds in a 
beautiful quarter of. the town.. About one hundred 
iind eighty young. ladies are attending the present 
session, sixty-fl-Ve ot· whom •are member.a. of the 
oollege family. 

BUSINESS STANDARD. 

. In Boone County a high s1andard of professional 
and commercial honor is the rule. The legal pro-
1:ession ~s honored by some of the strongest men in 
the State, and the comnulrcial men are iully up to 
the dignity of their' professional brethren, and all 
branches of trade are profitably pursued. lllanufao
turing is yet in its infancy, consisting chiefly of 
fiour mills and one or two enterprises devoteu to . 
the manufacturing of ;i,gricultural implements. Of 
the banks and banking business it can be stated 
that the facilities are ample, the capital abundant, 
and the financial conduct of the banks of the best. 
The 'newspapers of Columbia and of the county at ' 
laJ:gc require no c=-."tended eulogism. They are ac
counted among the best in the State. 

OTHER TOWNS. 

Centralia is a little city of 600 souls, where, at 
the close of the late war, only two or three 
houses stood in a beautiful Wilderness of fiowers 
and wild gra.sses. Now they have. the Chicago &; 

.Alton .and the ~'11bash, St. Louis &; Pacific Tru11k 
Railway lines, a branch railway to Columbia, a ca
pacious 11ew grain elevator, a couple of c1hurches, 11 
bank, prime hotel, and a yearly trade of over ~500,-
000, which the present year will immmse l!y at least 
forty per cent• It is the heaviest corn shipping 
market an the Alton.road, between the Mississippi 
and l\fissouri Rivers, the daily receipts. of the cereal 

· often running up ta 4,500 bushels; :md unless the 41-
dieations are all at fault, close. to 1,000,000 bushels 
will be shipped from this point during 1880. The 
presence of the two great competing i·ailways gives 
Centralia the best shipping advantages offered in 
the interior of the State, attracting trade in grain 
and live stock from a large and r•roductive region. 
!!'arms and wild lands sell in this vicinity daily to 
Eastern men, and ~he town is going. ahead rapidly. 
The town has no municipal debt. 

Sturgeon is a substantial town of 1,000 souls on the 
western border of the Grand Prairie. It is located 
on high, dry, rolling lm1d, undulating enQugh for 
'perfect natural drainage; haS a fine. supply, of pure, 
living \Veil water, at twelve to twenty-five feet in 
depth, and is surrounded by a rich and very pro
ductive farm distriet, the oak , woodlands lying a 
short distance to the west, and a choiee district of 
woOdland ·and prairie to the northward. .A. belt of 
rich prairie extends southward several miles to the 
tmi.ber lands; while the. open prail'ie extends east
ward inde:flnltely. The town not only has a large 
and prosperous tributary eountry, settled by an able 
and enterprising class of grain and stock l>roducers, 
btl.t has within itself many of• the best elem en ts of 
permanent growth and thrift. The· Wabash, St. 
Louis &; Pacific Railway passes through, and the 
Alton, line only two miles to the north of. town, the 

two lines forming a junction a little to the north -
west, practically giving the adv11ntage of sharp com
peting rates of trans11ortatio11. Sturgeon has no 
municipal debt, but on the other hand ~1,000 surplus 
in the city treasury. 

Hallsville is a ru1·al hamlet of seventy-five or one 
hundred people, very prettily located in the midst 
of a bem1tiful park:·lil•e w!trict, part prairie and 
part wooded.. '£he surrounding country is rich in 
productive farms and Jlue farm hnp1~ovements, 11nd 
Hallsville migbt easily become a village of five hun-· 
dred souls with the. proper aid to town building. 
They have the Columbia Branch Railway here and 
some first-class men, but otl1er things are needed, 
chief of "·hich Is a good flouring and gri>:t mill. 
Such an institution would pity big returns on a rea
sonable Investment, nnd the citizens would glve lib
era.l materinl aid to any practicinl man who would 
build 11 good mm. 

Brown's Station, where Messrs, Dysart ,l'i; Gooding 
are annually lifting from their shaft about 7 ,500 tons 
of coal, nearly 1tll of wllich is used by the Witbash, 
St. Louis & Pacific rond, is also a flourishing pl nee. 

Rocheport is a lllissourj l?iver town, of: the old· 
time and new. It dntes Mvny ba<lk to thc•ante-rnil· 
way period, whcm stcamboating and Home live men, 
and a charming location, gave it importan<10 onough 
to make it a well-nigh successful cnndiclitte for the 
honors of the State Capitol. It lies on 11 benutifnl 
plateau above the junction of the Monif;eim with the 
Missouri, at the foot of the picturesque river bluffs;. 
commands Ii fine view of the broad Missouri bot
toms on the other shore, and ia ·a most inviting old 
city of 1,000 souls, and mainly built In c1uaint fash' 
ion of the old time. 

Fifteen miles southeast of Columbia .the thriving 
town of Ashland, with its 500 inhabitants, is located.' 
The town is .. off tile line of railroads, 'but well con
nected 11y i;,rood i·oad8 with all businessrioints, 

l!'AN'CY STOCK l<'ARMS. 

The record of Boone County would be incomplete 
without at least a.passing mention of the magnificent 
stock farms. There are in this county some twenty 
farms of this chllracter operated on a most extensive 
scale, and where .the most critical taste ean be 
gratified with an inspection of large herds of the 
blue blooded al'istom·ats of the pasture. The busi.
nese has been found to be as profitable II.A in the 
world-renowned blue grass :region~ of Kentueky, 
with whose representatives at every St11te fah- the 
:Boone County herds contest :fo1· the premiums with 
an equal division of the honors. 

INDUCEMENTS. 

In coneJ.usioh, the wants of the county may 1 

be stated as follows: Hundreds of Pennsyl
vanians are wanted here to buy white oak lands 
(selling at one dollar per acre) llnd turn tllcxri. 
into smiling orchards; vilieyards, wheat fields and 
sheep ranches. They want some hund1·eds .ot 
Michigan and Ohio : men to open sheep l"lluches 
anywhere on the hill and bluff districts and g1·ow 
fine Merinos .for· Kansas, Colomdo and Texas 
herdsmen who are annually sending ~.000,000 .to 
Vermont, Ohio; New York, Michigan and Wisconsin 
for high bred Merino sheep to be used in grading up 
theil· great llerds of native stock.· They want dairy
men by hundreds from the great butter-making 
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districts o:f New York and Northern Illinois, and the 
cheese-making districts of New York, the Western 
Reserve and Wisconsin-cfairymen and dairymaids 
skilled in the greatest industry of the Union-to 
utilize the grasses that are going to waste by the 
side of the unused springs and make new wealth for 
the county. They want fruit-growers from the Erie 
Islands, New York and Michigan to grow up whole 
miles of staple orchards and vineyards on these 
bluffs or locss formations to meet an illimitable fruit 
demand from the prairies of Dakota, l\Iinnesota and 
1\fanitolJa, which is now alinost wholly supplied 
:from New York and :Michigan. They want French
men for silk culture in a country eminently suited 
to au industry thut employs millions of people and 
money, an industry which these same Frenchmen 
. are carrying to splendid proportions in the native 
mulberry disb:icts of Southern Kansas. They want 
Germans and Frenchmen by thousunds for the 
vintage and wine press. Never a better :field than 
Southern Boone County offered for the extensive 
culture of the grape and the manufacture of su
perior native wines. The saiue' soil that gives 
:flavor and world-wide fame to the fruits and wines 
of the Rhine (and a better climate) is here on one 
hundred ancl fifty square miles of these southern 
exposures and might be transformed into the vine-

growing wealth and beauty of a new Italy: They 
want wood working machinery and the skilled men 
to run it in working up the native well.Ith of these 
grand oak, hickor;·, walnut, maple, cherry and linden 
forests. They need manu:f."\cturers of woolen goods, 
leather, \Yagcms, farm m:ichinery, and a thousand 
things for common use that are now made a thousand 
miles away. Here is the timber, the cheai' and 
abundant coal, the needed witter, the tan-bark, the 
near-neighboring mountains of iron, the beds of 
Kaolin, the superb :tire and potter's clay, the brick
making material and the stone for building. Above 
all, here are the inexhaustible resources of soil and 
grazing, and there ls xoom in Boone County for· 
20,0-00 more people in the ways of husbandry. There 
is no better country in Amei"ica for the intelligent 
immigrant to-dny than North l\Iissouri, and espe
cially Bo"one County. It is not a country from 
which men turn away"\\ith a sense of loneliness. and 
desolation, but a land of pure waters, genial skies; 
bounteous soil and matchless grasses. It is some
thing to live in the University county of a great 
State-u land where Apollo may tend Jlocks and 
Sappho turn dairymaid, singing her sweet songs in 
the shadows of the blue mounds-a land where tlle 
practical and ideru go han4 in hand to make the 
perfect human life. ' 

BUCHAN.AN COUNTY. 

This county is located in the northwestern part of 
the State and is cine of the six counties constituting 
-what is known as the Platte Purchase, a strip of 
country taken from the Indian Territory au() ai;-
nexed to Missouri by an aet of Congress passed m 
1836. It is bounded on the north by Andrew County, 
east ]Jy De Kalb all:d C'li:nton, south by Plat:'e and 
west by the· Misso11ri RiYer, which separates it from 
the State of Kansas, and eontains ~72,329 acres. Its 
population ~'"as in 1840, 6,237; in 1850, 12,985; in 1860, 
23,861, and in 1870 it was 35,109; of whom 33,156 were 
white, and 1,953 were colored; 19,175 ":ere male, ~nd 
15,934 were female; 28,796 were born m the Umted 
States, and 6,313 were of foreign birth. 

HISTORL 

The firSt white man that ever visited what is now 
J:nown.as B11chanan County, was a Frenchman by 
the name of Joseph Robideaux, Sr., in 1799. He was 
connected at that time with the American _Fur Com· 
pany, and he was induced to loc'.lte m 18?3 on_ the 
present site of St. ,Jose11h, ':here he cm:r1ed on for 
about thirty years a lucrative trade with the In-
diaug. . . . 

Jn 1836 Congress annexed to the ~tate of Missouri 
this strip of. the then. Indian Terntorythat lay on 
the.ei>st side of the Missouri Ri>er, ~nd remo;ed the 
Indians to .the west side of that rIVer, lean11g the 
newly acqtiircd ten·itory for the occupancy and set
tlement of the white people. The county was or· 
gani,zed February 10, 1839. The county seat was 

located near the center of the ll-OUnty at a place 
called Sparta, on the ~th of May, lSiO, and in 1Si6 it 
was removed to the city of St. Joseph, its present, 
site. 

PHYSICAL PEATURES. 

The county is admirall!y diversified Wifu hill and. 
dale, high and steep bluffs, low and gentle decli>i· 
ties and gently undulating surfaces. Along the 
northwestern line there are wide bottoms, rising by 
gentle slopes into the neighboring hills. The coun
trv drained Jn- the Pli<ttc lUver und,.its tribnta.ries is 
m~stly gently undulating, with low hills. near· the 
streams. The· Missouri bottoms are wide, flat and· 
seldom marshy; nine- tenths .of them being arable. 
The l\Iissouri River washes its western boundary for 
about thirty'Jl>e miles, und reeei>es Blacksnake, 
l\Ialden, Contmry, L<.»t and ·some minor ereek.o. 
Platte River traverses the ea.st central part of the 
county from north to south, receiving from the we,;t 
the One Hundred and Two River, Bee Creek, and 

. some smaller streams; :md from the east Third 
]'ork of Platte :md Cu~tile Creek.~, and some C1ther 
minor streams. Contrary Creek is so named a;; it 
runs near and neurly parallel with the Missouri 
River, but in an opposite direction. There are a 
great many fine._ and iriexhauBtible springs in th-e 
county, aml. good and abund.ant water may be ob· 
tainf!d hy digging wells. · 

The eastern and northern pertiou of the con11ty, 
near and on the" divllle," consists mostly of prairie 
of u11surp.assed fertility and beauty, and is a fanning 
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paradis.e. The country near Platte River for several 
miles east and west, also most of the southern and 
western portions of the county, are heavily timbered. 
The timber on the Platte River and its tributaries is 
oak, walnut, elm and hackberry; on the Missouri 
bottoms it is mostly elm, maple and cottonwood. 
The soil is deep, rich and easily cultivated, and pro· 
duces all kinds of grain, grapes, fruit and vegetables 
found in this latitude. 

The lake·s form an interesting and attractive 
feature of this county. Contrary Joake, :five miles 
southwest of St. Joseph, fed by Contrary Creek, is a 
large body of water, in shape something like a half· 
circle, half a mile ><ide and· about sb:: miles in 1 

length. This lake affords an abundant supply of 
perch, bass and other game :fish for surrounding 
market§. Last season several thousand young shad 
from the government hatching ponds were put into 
this lake, but sufficient time has not elapsed to 
demonstrate the success of the experiment. It is a 
great resort for pleasure and sport, and :fishing with 
hook and line at proper seasons of the year is 
extensively indulged in lly citizens and visiting 
strangers. Horseshoe, ll!uskrat, Lost, Singleton, 
Prairie, Sugar and :Harks · Lakes all contain an 
abundance of Jlsh. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

.are corn, wheat, barley, rye, hemp, tobaceo, hogs 
and live stock. Grapes, apples, peaches and small 
:fruit are raised e:1..1:ensively, and the grape and wino 
interest has grown into some importance in the 
past few years. 

MINERAL RESOURCES, 

so far as at present developed, consist of an abun -
dant supply of building stone and brick clay with 
indications <>f coai. 

RAILROADS. 

. u examination of any good map will give an idea 
of St. Joseph as a railroad center, and of the great 
railroad advantages enjoyed by Buchanan County. 
The Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad extends from 
St. Joseph east through the center of the county 
affording direct communication with Chicago by 
that route. The Wabash, St. Louis &; Paci:dc Rail
way gives direct communication with St. Louis. 
'l:he. Atchison Branch of the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad runs through the western portion 
of the county trom St. Joseph to .Atchison, Kansas. 
The Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs Rail· 
road extends south to Kansas City and north to 
Council Bluffs. A branch of this road runs from St. · 
Joseph by way of Hopkins into Iowa, thus affording 
another and competing . route to· Chicago. The 
Chicago, Rock Island & Paci:fic Railroad crosses the 
southern portion of the county. The St. Joseph & 
Denver Railroad extends west into Kansas, connect
ing with the Union Pacifie, at Grand Island in the 
State of Nebraska. The Atchison & Nebraska Rnil
road, with the Missouri Pacific, the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe Rrulroad, and the Central Branch of the 
Union Pacific at .Atchison, have also direct commn: 
nication with St. Joseph over the iron bridges across 
the Missouri River at St. Joseph and Atchison. The 
St. Joseph & Des Moines Narrow Gauge Railroad 
now nearly completed :forty miles to .Albany, in 

Gentry County, and soon to be nushed forward to a 
connection with tbe Iowii syst~m of roads, passes 
through a considerable portion of Buchanan County. 
These make St. Joseph and Buchanan County a 
great railroad point, and virtually the terminus of 
twelve railroads. Other roads· are projected and 
will be in due time constructed. 

EXPORTS. 

The· export" are mainly corn, wheat, tobaN,o, 
hemp, barley, rye, cattle and hogs. 

WEALTH. 

'l'he valuation of the county, according to the 
census of 1870, was ~20,000,000. 

PRICE OP LANl>. 

Good farn1s can be purchased at from ten to 
thirty dollars per acre, according to locality and, 
improvements. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

There are seventy-nine organized sub-districts 
in the county outside the city of St. Joseph. The 
schools are in a :flourishing condition, a,nd the peo1ile, 
are alive to the needs and interest of education. 
Churches are also situated in each township, and 
the spirit manifested in llehalf of learning indicates 
a just appreciation of a high social and moral stand
ing 

The iiermanent school fund ior the county is 
$68,000, which is loaned out to the citizens of the 
county at te11 per cent. interest per annum, and is 
secured lly deeds of trust upon real property, and 
personal security as well; and the interest is 
promptly met at maturity. The taxation for school 
purpqses is forty c.ents on the one hundred dollars 

· of \'aluation. The county receives only her propor' 
tion of the interest on the school fand, the greater 
portion o:f which is utilized by the city of St. Joseph 
for school purposes because of her larger population . 

TOWNS OUTSIDE ()F ST. ,JOSEPH. 

Halleck was formerly called Taos. It is fourteen 
miles south of St. Joseph and has a population of 
about 300. The depot is at Wallace, a town 011. the 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, a few 
miles distant.. Halleck has one store, one cooper 
shop, one church and »ne hotel, and lleing so near 
and, contiguous to Wallace, thitt they may be con
sidered one place, or twins, situated in the best 
;.tgricultural part of the county. 'J'he cJiief feature 
of Halleck is its :fine and extensive :flouring mill. 

De Kalb.-This town wits formerly called Bloom
ington. It is an old settled place, well improved, 
and has a population of about 600. It is eleven 
miles west of Winthrop and the same distance 
southwest of 'St. Joseph, ·and is located on the 
Chicago, Rock Island & Paci:fic Railroad. It is a 
pla.ce of some business importance, well supplied 
with churches and schools, and the people are 
orderly, kind and hospitable. 

RushYille is situated on the Kansas City, St, Joe 
&; Council Blu:ffs Railroad,. :fifteen miles southwest 
of St. Joseph. The Chicago, Rock Island &; Pacific 
Railroad also passes through it, so that it has plenty 
of railroad facilities. It is well supplied with 
churches and schools, and· considerable business is. 
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transacted. The population is about 500, and it is 
the oldest town in the county. 

Winthrop is a new town, twenty miles southwest 
of St. Joseph, on the line of the Kansas City, St. 
Joseph &. Conncil Bluffs Railroad and on the Mis· 
souri River opposite the city of Atchison, in the 
State of Ifansas. It has recently sprung up as a 
place of considerable importance and hns a popula
tion of about 1,200. The locating at this place of one 
of the largest pork packing houses anywhere to be 
found in all the West, has given an impetus to husi
ness enterprise that is most remai·kable. It is an 
enterprise started by some English capitalists, an(l 
they ship the p'roduc.ts of their immense business 
direct to the foreign markets. The town is rapidly 
advancing in population, and business of au kinds 
is active aad prosperous. 

Agency is located on the Wabash, St. Louis & 
PaciJlc Railway, twelve miles southeast of St. 
Joseph, at the crossing of Platte River. It is 
a thriving town of about 700 inhabitants. It was 
in early times an Indian agency and a point 
of considerable. importance. It derives its name 
from that fact. It has a steam 1louring mill, a saw 
mill and several stores. '.l.'he Platte River can be 
here utilized for manufactm•ing purposes. 

Saxton is a flourishing hamlet in this county, six 
miles east of St. Joseph, on the Hannibal & St. Joe 
Railroad. 

A complete description oi the city of St. Joseph, 
the principal town of 15uclmnan County, and one of 
the three great cities of the St:1te, 'Nill be found in 
another part of this book. 

BUTLER COUNTY. 

J3utlcr County is bounded on the north by Wayne 
County, on the east by St. Francois Itiver, on the 
south by the Arkansas line and ou the west by Rip
ley County. It contains about 1,000 square miles, 
and has a population of about 6,000. 

Poplar Bluff, the county seat, is a tlu·iving town of 
about 1,000 inhabitants, situated on the west bank 
of the Big Black River, and at the junction of the St. 
Louis, Il'on Mountain & Southern and Cairo, Arkan
sas &; Texas Railways. 

The coun~y is 

WELL WATERED. 

The St. Francois River, runningfrom north to south 
washing its entire eastern border. Big Black River 
passes through the center of the county from north 
to south, a distance of thirty-five miles. Besides 
these there are Little Black River, Cane Creek, Ten 
Mile Creek, Beaverdam, Indian Creek, and numer' 
ous other smaller streams. Big Black River is nav
igable as far up as Poplar Bluff. 

There is, perhaps, no country in the iYest surpass
ing this for its great variety and :fi.ne forests of tim
ber~ Pine, p_oplar, walnut, cherry, inaple, ash, oak, 
hickory, gum, cypress, etc., grow iu great abundance 
here. 

THE l\UNERAL RESOURCES 

are almost wholly undeveloped, but the prospects 
are favorable in many parts of the county for paying 
deposits of. iron and perhaps other minerals. 

CHARACTER OF LAND. 

There are four grades of land found here: The 
low bottoms of the rivers and creeks, the second 
benches, the llnt woods, or barrens, and the. hills. 
Under i)roper culture the various products common 
to this climate grow lu:\.-uriantly and yield bountiful 
crops .. 

The. allnost unlimited amount of wild land, cov
ered witU the richest grasses and furnished with the 
greatest· abundance of water, makes this second to 
11one as a stock-growing country. 

ACREAGE AND TAXATION. 

There ll.re 346,526 acres of land found on the Assess
or's books~ valued at $63;),7&3. 

Tax levied for connty purposes for 1879, .frfty cents 
on the one hundred dollars. 

Total taxable property of tl.te county for 1865, $258,· 
801; for 1875, $802,154; for 1879, $1,235,238. 

PRICE 01'' LAND. 

Butler County owns 2G,OOO acres of land subject to 
entry at $1.25 rier acre. 

There is yet some Government land in tlte county. 
The St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway 
Company own some very tine land in the county, 
which can be purchased at greatly reduced rates. 

Thei;e is also some good land in the county be
longing to the ~\gricultnral College, which may be 
bought at from eighty cents to $'2.50 per acre. 

The number of 

MILES OF RAILROAD 

in the county are: St. Louis, Iron Mountain.& South
ern, 35.31; Cairo Branch, 11.~s, making a total of 46.59 
miles; the road-bed and rolling-stock of which are 
valued at $404,606. 

THE P'GBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 

Ls in a healthy condition. There are thirty-nine or· 
ganized school districts in the county, the greater 
number of which are furnished with fair school 
houses and a reasonably fair grade of teachers. 
The schools ll.re open in the various districts, from 
four to ten months during the year. Capital school 
funds belonging to the county,. ~11,000. 

The various religious orders and benevolent insti
tutions are represented here, and seem to he in a 
healthy condition. 

HEALTH. 

Thehealthofthecountyisaboutonanaveragewith 
the rest of the Mississippi \-alley_ During the latter 
part of the sununerand early fall consid2rable inter
mittent and remittent feyers, variously complica-
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ted, prevu.ll. During the winter, some are subject to 
pneumonia.. However, those persons who are reg
uiar in their habits and diet, furnishing themselves 
with good houses and proper clothing are rarely 
ever sick. Pulmonary consumption, diphtheria, ty
phoid and typhus fevers are rarely seen in the 
country. 

UOHAL COXDITIO:N. 

Politics produce no more disturbance here than .. · 

in any county in the State. The report that a 
Republican is not ailowed to exercise his polit
ical rights in Butler County is false and a slan
der. One of the delegates is a Repulllican
has been since the oi·ganization of the party-has 
advocated the principles pri,·ately and publicly
voted the ticket for twelve years, and has never been 
molested. 

CALDWELL COUNTY. 

Caldwell County lies near the center of the north
west quarter of the State, between Daviess on the 
north and Ray on the south, Livingston and Carroll 
on the east and Clinton and De Kalb on the west. 
Extending eighteen miles north and south and 
twenty-four east :md west, it contains 432 square 
miles or 27G,4SO acres. 

SOIL CHARACTERISTICS. 

The soil is generally of the very best quality, and 
may appropriately be divided into three classes: 
:flrst, the high prairie; second, the calcareous or 
limestone; and third, the bottom. 

The high prairie lies on the ridges between the 
water courses, and constitutes abont two-thirds of 
the land of the county. '.!.'he soil consists of a deep, 
dark siliceous loam, with an argillaceons subsoil 
sufficiently porous to admit of free drainage of sur
plus water. 

The calcareous or limestone lies near or below 
the limestone ledges, which crop 'out on the hill
sides along the water courses. The soil is 1lot so 
deep as the high prairie, but is very fertile and rich 
in lime. 

The bottom lies along the water courses. The 
soil is very deep, being composed of sand, clay and 
vcgctallle mould variously interstratifted. It cor
responds in quality to the great bottoms which lie 
along the·:Mfssouri an<i Mississippi rivers. 

WATER AND TIMBER. 

Shoal Creek, the principal water course in the 
county, takes its rise in Clinton County and flows in 
an easterly direction, passing near the center of the 
county, and forms a tributary of Grand river. Its 
principal tributaries on the north are Brushy Mill, 
Tom, Cottonwood and Otter Creeks. On the south 
are Jlfud, Crabapple, Log, Goose and Deer Creeks. 
These, together with others or" less note, are well 
distri!mted over the. county. Their borders are 
fringed with a vigo1·ous growth of soft maple-sugar
tree, h:ick'4,erry, vlild cherry, ash, linden, shellbark, 
and \Yhite hickory, burr, oak, black walnut, syca
more, mulberry, black, red, white and laurel oak, 
plnm, hazel, sumach, wahoo, prickley ash, crabapple 
and many other trees of this latitude. These 
streams being deep set, principally below the lime
stone ledges, furnish an abundant supply of water 
for sto<Jk. The timber yields a refreshing shade in 

su1n1uer ancl a protection iron1 the storms in winter, 
as well aci a ho4i!ntiful Rupply for fuel and bl!ilding 
purposes. 

PHODUCTIONS. 

The productions of Caldwell County are as varied 
as her soil is rich and fertile. Corn, wheat, oats 
rye, sorghum, buckwheat, potatoes, fiax, hemp, blue 
grass, timothy, clover, nlillet, Ilungarian, and in 
fact every plant grown within the climatic zone of 
Missouri gives an abundant yield here. Corn is the 
most extensively cultivated. This, the king of all 
t~e cereals, grows from eight to fifteen feet lligh and 
yields from twenty-five to seventy-five bushels per 
acre. It grows well on all the soils enumerated, 
but the high prairie und l>ottom lands are its native 
home, and on these it gives its greatest yield. Oats 
yields from twenty-five to Ebcty bushels per acre, 
and wheat from ten to forty. The quality and 
quantity varying more from the mode of cultnre 
than from the kind of soil npon which it is grown. 

The grasses are as much at home here as any
where in the wide world. It is a natural grass 
country. The nativ<:j prairie grass before it was 
disturbed by the advance of civilization grew from 
two to eight feet high. As it passes away before 
the plow and exees.sive grazing, its place is being 
taken by blue grass, which is as much at home here 
as in the famous "blue grass reg-ion of Kentucky." 
Timothy and cloycr arc unsurpassed by any part of 
the Union. · 

The vegetable productions of any country deter
:roitle the character of its stock. The land where 
corn and blne gi,·ass predominate is the land where 
horses, cattle, hogs, and sheep, i·each their highest 
perfeetion. This truth is fully demonstrated in 
Caldwell County., No county in this State, in pro
portion to its size, can show better breeds or greater 
numbers. Statistics taken from the County Clerk's 
office show that there are now in the co,;:nty 7,582 
horses, 1,172 mules, 24,015 head of ,cattle, 34,007 hogs, 
and 27 ,905 sheep. 

The most reliable inforni:ttion. from stock-feeders 
in the several townships indicate that there were fed 
in the county during last fall and winter about 4,680 
head of native cattle, and 25,00~ head of hogs. 

I<'RUIT. 

'\Vith proper care most all the fruits o! this 
latitude, do well here: Fine orchards of apple, 
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pcach1 pear, an(l cherry, are in good bearing condi
tion. The small fruits, such as the gooseberry, 
raspberry, blackberry, curralt, anrl strnwberry, 
succeed well. nut of all the fruit grown, the grape 
may be ranked among the most certain, and of the 
very best quality. The thousands of acres of rich 
calcareous lands, in the vicinity of the limestone 
ledges that make their appearance along the water 
courses, offer a field for the grape-grower unsur
passed Ly any county in the Strite. All the varieties 
grown in Misson·~i attain a perfection as to size and 
quality that would gratify the most fastidious. 
While the S'l"aJle does well upon any of the solls of 
the county, the greater adaptability of the calcareous 
soils to their growth, matm·ity and quality, will, in 
the near future, render them the most valuable in 
the county. 

THE PEOPLE. 

Caldwell County was first settled about the year 
1830, and was organized in 1836 .. From that time to 
the present there lias been a g·radual increase in 
:population. At the present time the number of 
inhabitants is between 12,000 and 15,000. The people. 
represent most all parts of the t:"niou, as well as 
many nations of Europe. The States of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Yirginiu, and the Carolinas are 'v-ell rep~ 
resented. So) too, a1·e Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, antl 
other p'arts of the Northwest. The llfiddlc and New 
England States have contributed their shares to the 
population. Great Britain, Germany, }!'ranee, and 
the Rcandiuavian States are here represented by 
some of our best men. All classes have h1td their 
in:Jluence in shaping the social,. intellectual, political 
and commercial ways of the people. Neither the 
bigotry of the South, nor the selfishness of the 
North, is manifest among our people. Everywhere 
they are industrious, frank, social, and obliging. 
They reeognize true excellence ,,.,.ithout any regard 
to nativity . 

• 4 pcopl'e so heterogeneous in their cllaracter, as a 
matter of course, have mr!!tiplied religions denom
inations. The most prominent are the Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Christian, 
United Brethren, Latter-Day Saints, and Catholic. 
But, among all this diversity of creed there is per
fect religious toleration. N owhcre c:m be found 
greatq; religious harmony. 

Of charitable and benevolent orders, the l\1asons, 
Odd Fellows, and A.ncient Order of United 'Work
men, have good lodges and in good working order. 

The people are all in favor of irnblic schools. No 
county tiikes greater pride in educational matters. 
Includin:s four graded schools, there are sb:ty-nine 
:public schools districts in the county. l\Iost of the 
districts have good school houses, with all modern 
methods of instruction. The schools are maintained 
from five to eight months in the year. 

PDTANCIAL-

The countv is out of debt. Her warrants nrcgood 
as gold. She is traversed throughout her length 
and breadth by good roads. !fer streams are 
spanned by good, subst;intial bridges. 

RAILRO.ll>S. 

Through the northern tiei· of townships runs the 
old reliable Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad, which 

brings the people in reach of the markets of the 
world. 

There is also a prospective l·ailroad to run from 
Kansas City to Chillicothe by way of Kingston, the 
county seat. This, if built, will be of great benefit 
to the :people. 

TOWNS. 

The towns and villages of the county are Kinga
•ton, Hamilton, Breckenridge, Kidder, l\firahill, Polo 
and mack Oak. 

Kingston, the county seat, is locateu near the 
center of the county. It has a population of about 
600. The court house and a ten thousand dollar 
school building are the most prominent buildings in 
the place. 

Hamilton, located on the Hannibal & St. Joseph 
Railroad, nine miles north of Kingston, is a town of 
about 1,500 inhabitants. It is surrounded by a good 
prairie country, rich in agricultural resources. The 
streets are wide, and beautifully ornamented ''tith 
soitmaple and other deciduous trees. The buildings 
are mostly new, of modern style of architecture, and 
substantially built. The public school building, 
erected at a cost of fifteen thousand dollars, is an 
elegant structure, of which the people of Hamilton 
are justly proud. 

Ilreckemidge, located near the northeast corner 
of the «,ounty, on the Hannibal & St. Jose]:>h Rail
road, has a population of about l,~00 inhabitants. 
Like Hamilton, the town is surrounded by a good 
agricultural country. They h1tve a fine school 
building, erected at a cost of eighteen thousand 
dollars. 

Kidder, situated near the nortllwest corner of the 
county, also on the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad, 
has about 350 inhabitants. It is noted as being the 
seat of Thayer College, an institution founded by 
the Congregational Church. The people are mostl'J' 
from New Engl::tnd, and are noted for their intem: 
genco and refinement. 

Ilfirahill, situated near the west side of the county, 
seven miles west of Kingston, is a town of about 200 
inhabitants, and has a good local trade. 

ED.ch of these towns has a good mill, and are weli 
supplied >1-:ith churches. 

Polo is a Yillage near the south side of the county, 
and Dlack Oak near the southeast corner; both are 
doing a good. local business. 

ISDUCEl\1ENTS TO IMMIGRANTS. 

It is a land of good soil, plenty of timber and 
water, good school houses and churches, a climate 
that is between the rigors of the Noi:tlt and the 
sultr.r heat of the South, and, above all, a class of 
people that, in inteliigence, indnstry and morality, 
have no superiors. In accordance with the geolog· 
ical surveys, the eutlre county is underhiid with 
co!d, which only awaits enterprise and capital. 
Good stone in quantities and quality that challenge 
comparison, is ac.cessible. to all. 

:PllICE OF LANDS, ETC. 

This land, with all its advantages, co.n be bought 
cheap. G"nimproved land is offered at from Jive to 
ten dollars per acre. Improved farms can be bought 
at ten to twenty-Jive dollars per acre, depending 
on the improvements and other advantages. 
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CALLAWAY OOUNXY. 

This <Jounty was organized in 1820, has an area of 
809 square miles-517,760 acres-lies in what is com
monly called Northeastern Missouri, about :fifty 
miles directly west of the Mississippi River, and 
eighty miles west of St. Louis, and is bounded on 
the north by Audrain County; on. the east by Mont
gomery Countv; on the south by the Missouri River, 
and on the west by Boone County. 

TOPOGRAPHICAL FEATURES. 

Twenty-five per cent. of the county is high, rolling 
prairie, mostly lying in the northern division of the 
county, and interspersed with l>retty belts of timber 
that fringe the smaller water courses flowing south
ward from the high divide or water-shed between 
the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers. Smaller prai
ries, glades and intervals are found in the central 
portions, but the solid sontl! haif, with most of the 
central division of the county, is high, rolling tim
bered land, coursed by valleys and their attendant 
streams dipping southward to the l\fissouri River. 
The Missouri River bottoms, varying from one to 
three miles in width, extend, with little inter
mission, along the entire southern border of the 
county, and embrace half a dozen of the finest val
iey views in the Southwest.· The bluff district, 
which extends inland four and five miles from the 
river and bottoms, is a range of somewhat irregular 
wooded hills, generally easy of access and suited to 
agriculture. 

TIMBER SUPPLY. 

A dozen va1i!j.ties of oak, plenty of ash and elm, 
and extensive gtoves of walnut, with hickory, hack
berry, sycamore, white birch, hard and soft maple, 
cottonwood, chen-y, linden, and a dozen other varie
ties,. furnish cheap fuel to repletion, and valuable 
commcrdal woods for manufacture or export on a 
large scale. 

THE WATER SUPPLY 

too, is excellent, both as to quality and volume. 
The Missouri ni ver fiows forty miles along the -
southern border o'f the county. In the north is the 
Cedar Creek and a dozen tributary creeks and runs. -
The Auxvasse River flows across the central portion 
from north to south, and with a score of branches 
drains a large district. Springs and spring-brooks, 
living wells thirty to seventy feet deep, cisterns 
and artifi<Jial ponds, make up a water system equal 
to any in the northern counties. 

COAL 

abounds, and about ltl0,000 acres of territory ·are 
underlaid with bituminous coal in veins from eigh
teen inches to four feet in thickness, and from out
croppings alojlg the streams to a depth of si."<ty feet. 
In the south part of the county, cannel coal is found 
in immense pockets, underlying a district of over 
20,000 acres. Two shafts have been sunk here-sixty 
:and eighty feet deep-going nearly all the way down 
through solid d1'PO>its of canl\,el coal. 

6. rich stratmn of red earthy hematite 

IRON 

is found in the central portion of the county and 
worked 1vith gratifying results. The entire south 
half of the county is supposed to be rich in this 
mineral. Brick and potter's clay 'of the very best 
quality are found in large measure in many portions 
of the county, and there arc good deposits of 
hydrauUc limestone and mineral paints in several 
colors, scattered throughout this mineral region. 
Building stone there is i10 end. "White and gray 
limestone crop out in massi,•c ledges along many of 
the streams and are finely stratified and easily 
quarried. A fine building marble, susceptible of 
high polish, is reported in good •1uantity at several 
points in the county. B1it chief among the native 
resources of this rich old county is 

THE SOIL, 

which in the prairie districts is a dark fiexible allu· 
vial, from ten to thirty inches deep, very fertile and 
productive, admirably suited to corn, oats and the 
grasses, and among the most bountiful of western 
soils. The Missouri bottoms which have an area of 
30,000 acres or more are of the . same deep, rich, 
inexhaustible alluvial as ihe up1>er l\Ilssouri bottoms, 
are the richest corn lands in the world, equally 
valuable for wheat and timothy. The timber land 
soils of the country are a shade lighter in color and 
consistency, hut produce ·wheat, corn, oats, rye, 
sorghum, :flax, tobacco, broom corn, millet, Hunga· 
rian, vegetables, grasses and fl:uits abundantly and 
will compare favorably with the woodland soils of 
any of the Eastern and Northern States. 'l'he sub
soll of Callaway County is an interesting study for 
the agricultural econom~t. It is largely composed 
of siliceous matter, lime and magnesia carbonate, 
lime phosphate and pulverizes like quick lime on 
exposure to air and frost, becomes as manageable as 
compost and is altogether wonderful for versatility 
and power of produetiveness. 

THE COl~N CIWP 

of Callaway County (never a failure) runs from 
2,000,000 to 4,000,000 bushels annually, gives a yield 
of thirty to ninety bushels per acre and is much the 
largest and most profitable grain grown. The 
Missouri hottoms often give a yield· of seventy-five 
to eighty-five bushels per acre. 

WHEAT-GROWING 

is fast becoming t1 popular industry with the Oa,lla
way farmers. The oak and hickory soils,which cover 
more than half the county, are natural wheat lands, 
and with the same use of clover and thorough culti
vation given to wheat-farming ;,,, Pennsylvania, 
1\Iichigan and Wisconsin, the wheat crop of , this 
county might easily be brought up to 1,000,000 bushels 
surplus annually. The old system of farming here 
ran to tobacco, corn, timothy and live stock, but the 
high quality of white winter wheat grown upon 
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these fine timber soils, with a yield of filteen to 
twenty-five bushels per acre, with very superficial 
culture, are a high !lOmpliment to Callaway County 
as a wheat region. 

OATS A.."'<D RYE 

flourish here, the former yielding from thirty-five to 
seventy bushels and ·the latter from eighteen to 
thirty bn shels to the acre. Broom corn and sorghum 
are excellent crops here. 

TOBACCO 

has been a great crop here, the yearly production 
of the county running from 1,000,000 to 1,700,000 
pounds. Of late, however, the low price of this 
staple has discouraged eultivators, and the produe
tion has greatly fallen off. 

THE NATIVE AND DOMESTIC GRASSES 

lead all the other local resources combined_ The 
native prairie grasses, of which there are upwards 

· ot an hundred varieties, are still found to a good 
extent on the uncultivated prairies of the northern 
an<l central portions of the county, and from early 
April to late in July, put more fiesh upon grazing 
stoclr than any domestic grass grown. But 
they are steadily yielding to the blue grass, which 
is indigenous to the county, and i; spreading 
over forest, prairie and field in splendid fashion
In. ordinary winters, cattle, sheep, mules and horses 
are on the range the year round_ White clover is a 
natural growth of the country, red cloYer makes a 
splendid showing and the timothy meadows, espe
cially in the prairie and bottom districts, will rank 
with the :finest on the continent. The magnitude of 
this industry in Callaway County is measurably in
dicated by the last Assessor's report, which returns 
tor the county 7,746 horses, 4,063 mules, 17,773 he.ad 
of cattle, 32,087 sheep and 36,H2 swine- The last 
year's export of surplus horses, mules, cattle, sheep 
and hogs will aggregate not less than 1,500 car Jo,tds, 
worth in the local market, at present prices, not less 
than !j:l,600,000. The stock business pays a large 
profit on the money invested in lands· and animals, 
sheep and cattle in good, practical hands giving 
twenty-Jive to thirty-five per cent. yearly profit_ 

A SHEEP COUNTRY. 

The high, dry, rolling and bluff districts, with 
their blue grass and white clover, their timber and 
yalleys, furnishing perfect health, perfect grazing 
and natural shelter for hundreds of fiocks where 
few or none are now grazed. 

THE CLB1.ATE. 

The medium latitude, a mean altitude of si:<: hnn
<lred feet aboYe the tides, and the prevailing south
westerly winds from the great prairie reaches make 
the climate for the most part thoroughly enjoyable, 
and together with the drainage, topography and pure 
water supply, give a high average of health and 
longevity-

LOW PRICE 01'' LANDS. 

E~erywhere lands are selling'far below their in
trinsic value. There is no end of offerings in good 
improYed farms at less than the value of their im
provements in buildings, fences and orchards. The 
range of prices for f!ll'ms runs all the way from 

eight to twenty-five dollars per acre, the medium 
being from twelve to sixteen dollars per acre. Wild 
lands are offered at from one dollar and fifty cents· 
to ten dollars per acre, depending upon soil and> 
location. The 

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES 

are excellent_ The Jefferson: City Division: of the 
Chicago & Alton Railroad crosses the county from 
north to south, giving connections with the main 
line and the Wabash, St. Louis & Paci:tlc at Mexico 
and the capital of the State, the Missouri Pacific 
Road and the Missouri RiYer on the south, giving 
the county forty-one and one-half miles of railway 
and ten shipping stations_ The Missouri River 
fltrnishes cheap and ample transportation the 
greater portion of the year. Just across the river 
from the southern border of the county, the Mis
souri Pacific Road" furnishes competition with the 
river boats at seven shipping stations_ The Wabash, 
St. Louis & Pacific Railway furnishes half a dozen 
near shipping points for the northern portion of the 
county. 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES. 

No county in the State of Missonri surpasses Cal
laway for schools_ There are in the county one 
hundred and fifteen white and fifteen colored free 
public schools-all in a fiouriehing condition. These 
schools accoilllllodate 8,000 children, at the low rate 
of taxation of thirty-three cents on the one hundred 

·dollars. 
The county has a standing county school fund of 

over $45,000, and an annual sum arising from the 
State fund of about $6,000. New school houses 
abound in nearly every school distriet, and nearly 
$30,000 are expended every year for school purposes. 
Besides, there are two colleges-male and female
located at Fulton, the county seat. These colleges 
are thorough in the work of giving a knowledge of 
the higher branches of education. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE CO!JNTY-

Some years ago the county in building some fifty 
miles of railroad, and incurring the expense of 
other enterprises, assumed a debt of nearlT 
$8,000,000. This the county has reduced one-third, 
and is still reducing yearly, at the low taxable rate 
of $1.50 on the $100. This 10\V rate i3 deri.-ed from 
$5,000,000-the assessed valuation of the property of 
the county. This >alnation is fast increasing, and 
at the rate of ~1-50 on. the ~100, the t"x meets llll 
ccmnty and St::>te expenses, and leaves a yearly sink
ing fnnd for the county. 

CITIES LXD TOWNS. 

Fulton is the county seat, an{! is situated on 
the Louisiana & Missouri River Railroad, which 
connects the two great trunk roads from st_ 
Louis west. It is a substantial and rapidly 
growing city of 2,500 inhabitants. It is located: 
midway between Jefferson City and Mexico. The 
State asylums for the insane :µid deaf and 
dumb are located here. These institutions are both 
in a flourishing condition, and accommodate nearly 
an equal number ofpnpilo and patients, amounting 
in the aggregate to nearly 1,000 persons. These in
stitutions expend annually ~00 ;000 for supplies, the 
greater part of whieh goes to the farmers of the 
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county-thus furnishing them with a home market 
quite equal to that of St. J,ouis. The eity also con
tains ten churches, a good ftouring mill, woolen 
factory, besides all kinds and places of business 
usually found in cities of the same size. .All of the 
learned professions are ably represented. Her 
banking and postal accommodations are first-class. 
The city has a good public school, and all her bus
iness is done on a fl.rm and substantial basis. 

Cedar City, New Bloomfield, Guthrie, Carrington, 
Meleredic, and Clinton, are all thriving young 
towns along the line of railroad that extends 
through the county. Williamsburg, J\fillersburg, 
Concord, Portland, Boydsville, Stephen's Store, St. 
Aubert, Readsville, and Barkersville, are all villages 
scattered over the county, and surrounded. by rich 
agricultural districts. 

SOCIETY. 

Nothing, perhaps, has retarded immigration so 
much as the erroneous idea of the state bf society
especially in regard to political freedom. Oiti · 
.:ens do not deny the fact that some politi_cal ill· 
feeling existed soon after the war, but this was 
greatly exaggerated abroud, as every one will testify 
who has come into the county since. The society 
will now compare favorably with any in any of the 
Western or Northwestern States, and all parties aud 

persuasions are as free to speak and think here aQ 
anywhere. 

Politically, the county is about three-fourths 
Democratic, but the city of Fulton is about equally 
divided. Good churches abound in every neighbor
hood, and a feeling of friendship and good will 
pervades, society dispensing hospitality, and wel
coming thrift, industry, enterprise and cupital from 
every quarter. 

IMMIGRATION. 

'.!.'he county has a popnlatiou of about 3(),000. '.!.'he 
early settlers were mostly from Kentucky aud 
Virginia, but her population now, are from nearly 
all parts of the United States und some p::irts of the 
old country. 

Many immigrants are now coming into the county 
from Pennsylvania and other Eastern and Northern 
States, 

.A. county immigration society was organized in 
the county in September, 1879, for the purpose of 
encouraging immigration and imparting a general. 
knowledge of the county. Persons wishing any 
special information in this line can obtain it by 
addressing the president of the society. Farms at 
this time can be bought at prices ranging all the 
way from :five to twenty-five dollars per acre, ac
cording to distance from railroad, location, im
provements; etc. 

CAMDEN 001JNTY. 

Camden County is located near the center of the 
State of Missouri, 150 miles west of the City of St. 
Louis, and about fifty miles southwest of the capital 
of the State. It has an area of 720 square miles and 
a population of 7 ,000 inliabitants. Linn Creek, the 
county seat, is situated near the center of the county 
and one mile south of the Osage River in the valley 
of Linn Creek, from which creek its name is derived: 

·TOPOGRAPHY. 

The eastern portion of the county is generally 
rolling, but interspersed with beautiful, fertile val
leys. The western and northwestern portions are 
rough and mountainous, with large fertile valleys 
between the mountain ranges and along the rivers 
and creeks. ' 

The entire surface is covered with flue timber, ex
<Jept what is in cultivation. There is an abundance 
of good building stone. Limestone abounds in every 
part of the county, from which lime of the best qual
ity is made. 

SOILS AND PRODUCTS. 

F:Very variej:y of soil is found in the county, from 
the rich alluvial soil of the river bottoms to the mu
latto clay of the uplands. It is equally well adapted 
to grain, grass, fruits, 8tock-growing.and grazing .. 
The products of the forests furnish feed for hogs, 
and the wild grass on the hills and mountains pas
turage for sheep and cattle, which can be raised 

with little expense. The bottom and valley lands 
are as rich and productive as ani in the State, and 
the uplands produce small grain, grass and fruits in 
abundance, especially the grape which has proved a 
success wherever it has been tried. The wild grapes 
grow spontaneously on the hill an<l mountuin sides, 
from which hundreds of gallons of wine huve been 
made. 

FARMS AND FARM LABO!{. 

The lands in cultivation are generally small farms. 
There are no large land-owners or land monopolists. 
Each citizen owns his homestead, and is Lord of his 
Manor. Improved farms on bottom, or valley lands, 
can be purchased at from five to fifteen dollars per 
acre, and improved uplands from three to ten dol
lars per acre, according· to quality, location and 
improvements, Unimproved land can be bought at 
from one to five dollars per acre. All farm produc
tions 11nd a ready market. Farm laborers reeeive 
from ten to fifteen dollar~ per month, with board. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 

'.!.'he county contains 460,000 acres of land·, of which 
only 200,000 acres have been entered. The remain
ing 260,000 acres c~.n be purchased from the govern
ment at the price of one dollar and twenty-:five 
cents per acre, or entered as homesteads. While 
the selections made have been of choice lands, there 
still remains vast tracks of ridge, table. and valley 
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lands iiwaiting the settler to convert them into 
fertile fields and productive orchards and vineyards 
with no expense except his labor and the small 
fees required to secure homesteads. 

W A'£ER FACILITIES AND PRIVILEGES. 

The· Osage river 11.ow~ through and along the 
n?rthern part of the county, in its meanderings, a 
distance of seventy miles. It is navigable for small· 
steamboats :from four to sL'C months in the year 
ancl for smaller craft the whole yeru:. 

'l'he Big Niangua enters the county at the sonth
wes t corne1·, . running northeasterly, and empties 
into the Osage, one mile al>ove Linn Creek the 
county seat. The Little Niangua ;from the western 
boundary of tbe county runs east and empties into 
the Big Niangua five miles al>ove its mouth. The 
.Anglaise rises in the eastern portion of the. county, 
runs north and empties into the Osage. Besides 
these there are a number of smalle1· creeks and 
htrge springs which will furnish all the waterpower · 
that could be desired. One of the liitter, "Gunter's 
Spring," has sufilcient volume and power to drive 
the machinery for a )arge manufacturing town. 
Springs of pure, clear water l>ubble in the valley 
beds and gush from the mountain sides in every 
part of the county, and a plentiful supply of pure 
water is obtained at little or no expense. 

RAILROADS. 

The St,· Louis & San Francisco Railroad passes 
through the southeast corner· and along tb.e south· 
ern line of the county. This company has 81388 
acres of land in the county, and Stoutland in this · 
county, a station on this road, is quite a Jlo~ishing 
shipping point. 

A p;relimiilary survey is now being made through 
the county for an extension of a branch of the Osage 
Valley & Southern Kansas Railroad, from Versailles, 
in Morgan County, to Lebanon, in Laclede County, 
which will pass through the center of the county, 
cotinecting it with the two trunk lines running east 
and west, and giving competition. between two rail
roads and river transportation. 

MINERALS. 

Lead abounds in every congressional township in< 
the county and has been taken out in paying qnan· 
tities wherever worked. Iron ore-both the blue< 
specular and red hematite-is found in large de" 
posits in different parts of the county. Zine and'. 
kaolin have also been discovered. The mining that 
has been done has been in the most primitive> 
manner, and nothing but surface ore has beellt 
reached. 

FINANCE AND TAXATION. 

The taxablll wealth of the county is !pl,000,000. 
which is very evenly distributed among the inhabi
tants, having no very rich men and but few really 
poor. The entire indebtedness of the. county is 
lji5,000 bonded del>t, and about $3,000 fioating debt 
only eighty cents on the hundred dollars value of 
the taxable wealth. This debt is being grada.ally 
extinguished and the current expenses of the 
county met by a levy of sixty cents on the one 
himdred dollars value of taxable property. 

MORAL, SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL. 

The moral and social standing of the people of 
Camden County and their character as law.abiding 
citizens will compare :favorably with any otl:ier. 
The official records show that not.a· single Gll.ae of 
felony has been on.the court dockets for two yea.rs, 
and not a criminal confined in the county jail dnr
ing that period. 

There are :fifty-three organized school districts in 
the county in which a free public school is taught in 
each from four to eight months in the year. The. 
county has a permanent school fund of f.!O,O(l() and 
several thousand acres of land, the annual interest 
and procee<ls of which, with al>ont ~.000 annually 
appropriated l>y the State is held as a sacred fund 
for the edacation of the children. 

All religious denominations are fully repres~nted( 
and are provided with comfortable edUices in which 
the gennine ;principles of Christianity are diffused 

·and inculcated. 

CAPE GIRARDEAU COUNTY. 

Cape Girardeau County, the largest, most popn· 
. lous and by far the wealthiest county in Southeast 
1\Iissouri, is situated on the Mississippi, one hundred 
and llfty miles south of the great city of St. Louis. 

Penf County bounds it on the north, Bollinger on 
the west, and Scott and Stoddard on the south. 

HISTORICAL FACTS. 

In point of history, it is one of the oldest in ihe 
State, having, as fax' back as 1810, a population of 
nearly 4,000. In 1795, we :tlnd an authorized cession 
of the then territory, made by the Spanish Crown; 
to Louis Lorimer, through Baron de ·Carondelet, 
Governor-General of Louisiana. Notwithstanding 
the grant came from the Spanish Crown, the earlier 
settlers were of French origin. This element, how-

ever, to· day :forms but a small part of the population. 
having been superseded by the thrifty, economical 
and law'abiding German. There is not a nation on 
the globe, with the single exception of the Chinese, 
but has some representative in the county• 
though the American and German largely predom
inate. 

CHARACTER OF THE LAND. 

The surface of the land is varied and uneven; iD 
some parts ·hilly; l>ut the rres.ter portion Iiea in. ex-
eellent position fQr,l::nltivation. · · . 

The traveler who passes up and d•Wn the Missis· 
sippi River, Qr the St. Louis, Iron Mountain &i 
Southern Railway, is very liabie tO take up an erro·. 
neons idea of the true condition and character of 
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the surface and soil of the county. If he is on the 
river he sees a chain of hills that soon give way to 
a rich, rolling surface, not visible except at places 
where creeks empty into the river. If he is on the 
railroad he will likely think, from what little he can 
then s·ee, that this county belongs to what is known as 
the "Swamp of Southeast Missouri." This is a mis
take. Oape Girardeau County has but little swamp 
land; in fact, every acre of it can !Je seen from the 
railroad. The great body of the county belongs to 
that grade denominated as uplands, and in many 
places where the larger farms join each other the 
sight resembles the rich,. rolling prairies of the 
West. There is, however, along some portions of 
the Mississippi Rlw;1•, 1-Vhitewater River and the 
creeks, broad acres of bottom lands. 

RESOURCES, PRICE OF LAND AND VALUA
TION, 

The agricultural resources of the county are not 
surpassed l>y a like nnml>er of acres iu the world, and 
the immense crops which are produced year after 
year from the same ll1llds are a veri:fication of this 
statement. There is in the county 598 square miles, 
or 382,720acrcs, of which about one-fourth is in a high 
state of ci1lfrrntion. There is, perhaps, of this 
382,720 acres fully one-fourth for sale. In other 
words, there is now on the market m,680 acres of 
land in this county. 

Tb.e unimproved lands can he ha<l at from two to 
ten·dollars iier acre; the improved at from :five to 
thirty dollars :per acre, owing to location, improve
ments, etc. These are the extreme :figures, as will 
be seen from an examination of the public records. 

The .assessed valuation of the county (which is 
not more than one-fonrilt of the true valuation), for 
the year 1879, was ~4,003,825. 

FINANCES. 

The connty does not owe a dollar of indebtedness, 
and now has on hand, as will be seen by settlement 
of County Treasurer with County Court, at its 
February ter~, A. D. 1880, in actual cash, the sum· 
of $24,§69.51, belonging to the OountyRevenue Fund. 
At no time in its history has the paper of this county, 
been below par, a fact that cannot be denied, aml I 
one in which every citizen feels a just pride. Not 
11nfreq11ently has the press and public confounded I 
Cape Girardeau Township's indebtedness in railroad 
bonds with Oapc Girardeau County. 

As above stated Oape Girardeau Oounty has no 
outstanding indebtedness-has never issued a 
Bingle bond in aid of a railroad or any other corpor
ation, and has to-day in cash a &nrplus of county 
revenue of $".A,869.51. 

Besides this large sum of county revenue in her 
treasury, she has a capital school fund belonging to· 
county and townships amounting to $46,263. Every 
dollar of this capital school fund is jndiciousl:)l" in
vested in the county, yielding the highest legal rate 
cf interest. 

In addition t<;> these mrge sums of money the 
county has a magnificent farm, known as the Poor 
Fitrn1 of Oape Girardeau County, worth $10,000. 
Upon this farm the :poor and unfortunate are 
humanely 7cared for. The average number of 
11aupers cared for on this farm per year is twenty· 
ilve 

. 
As would be expected, from a full treasury, as 

shown above, the rate of taxation in this county is 
small, being only thirty cent,s .on the one hundred 
dollars for coiil).ty revenue. This is wortlly of note. 
Especially so, when it is to l>e reme111hercd that 
with this rate of taxation there is a snrplus of 
$24,8li9.51 in cash iu bonds. 

EDUCATIONAL. ADVANTAGES. 

Perhaps not more than one county outside of St. 
Louis surpasses Cape Girardeau in point of educa
tional advantages. IIer people are intelligent, lib· 
erty-loving and moral. The Southeast Missouri 
Normal School is located in the city of Cape Girar· 
dean, in Cape Girardeau County. In point of archi
tectural beauty the building is the· pride of the 
State. Situated as it is, on one of the most com· 
manding sights along the Mississippi, from its 
campus, now a garden of roses, the observer has a 
magnificent view of the river and Sltrrounding 
country. This school is supported hy State appro·' 
priations. It has a full faeulty, is well attencled hr 
young men aud vrnmen from all ymrt,s of the St.ate. 
No tuitii:n1 fee is charged. It.is free to residents of 
the State. Next in point of individual magnitude hi 
the beautifully located St. Vincent's College. '.rhis 
is also sitnate~1 in the city of O>ipe Girardeau; is 
one of the oldest chartered colleges i11 all Southeast 
Missouri. It is under the control of the Catholic 
church, anrl is well patronized from almost; 01'cn· 
State in the Union. In connection with i:llo colleg~ 
is St. Vincent's Ac1tde111y for young ladies, Ltntlor the 
management of the Sisters of I,oretto. 

There are three high sclloC/lS in tho eounty, of 
most excellent :.;tauc11ng~ 

In nddition to thc:-1c iherc m·c tPu. rcligiOUF.I ancl 
sectional schools in the 1·.ounty. 

And to all of thoHO there must be acldod sixty-:five 
well organized, active, progressive, public district 
schools scattered througl10ut the entire county. In 
the conducting of theoe public district schoolB 
there was expended in the county by taxation the 
sum of $14,688, anttl>y appoi:tionmont, State, county, 
and township funds, the further sum of $D,l!l6, mak· 
ing the e:>..'}1enditure for the puhlic district schoolB 
of the county amount to $23,SS-i for the year 187!l. 
The statement is wan-anted, therefore, in saying to 
the world that no people on the glol!e ·has a more 
glorious and· brilliant future than the people of 
Oape Girardeau County in point of educiitioual 
advantages. The $±6,24a of capital school fun<l il4 
held secured for the public schools of tho county, 
and in less than :five years it will be increased to 
the immense sum of $100,000, at its pl·csent rate <•f 
growth. 

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. 

The highways of the county with the outer 
world are the Mississippi River and the St. Louis, 
Iron Mountain & Southern Railway. The for
mer bounds the county 011 the east and the latter 
passes through the southwest corner of the county. 
There is a strong probability that a branch road win 
be built from .Allenville, a station on the St. Loui", 
Iron Mountain & Southern R.-iilway, to Jackson, 
the county seat of Cape Girardeau County, as the 
survey has already been made. It is also more 
than likely that work will soon be resumed on the 
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Cape Girurcleau & St.ate Line Railroad. In addition 
to these gre:it higltw:iys there are three l\IcAdam
ized ro:i.ds in the corm!y leading in various direc
tions to the adjoining co1,n11es. Tlwse last are 
private corporations-individual ente11wise-upon 
which a small toll is Mllected for the purpose of 
keeping up the corporations. 

'.rhere ;,, a perfect s)lttem of public roads through
out the entire county, and so eager are the people 
tc> keep up good publicl roads that they annually 
pay a tax oJ: twenty cents on the one hundred dol
lars valuation of their property for that purpose 
alone. Within the last two years the county has 
built five iron hridgcs costing in the aggregate the 
sum of $9,700, and has now in course of construc
tion two more that will cost $5,000. 

TIIE C?UNTY l"AIR. 

The Southeast District Agricultural Society, a 
chartered corporation, is established und located in 
this county about one mile from the city of Cape 
Girardeau. The county court of Cape Girardeau 
Oounty annually appropriates a litrge sum of money 
to this society for the purpose of premiums to be 
confined to the products of this county; but the 
premiums offered by the society proper are open to 
the world and not conilned to the county. The 
annual meeting of this society or fair, now in its 
Jlfteenth year, attracts attention from almost every 
quarter, and some of the articles on exhibition are 
as fine as can be seen at the great State fairs of the 
country. The 

l\IINEI~AL RESOURCES 

of the county are almost wholly undeveloped. This 
is partially due to a want of railroad collllllunica
tions with the great commercial centers. Lead, in 
,the hilly portion of the county, iM found hi paying 
quantitie8, and the sa1ne is true of iron. Ochre, 
kaolin, or, ns it is sometimes called, China clay, and 
white Jlint or silica, forlll a large and ·valuable por
tion of our exports. Ochre is found in all colors 
and is used for paint. White kaolin and :flint are 
used in the manufacture of fine porcelain ware. 
Nem·ly 11,000 tons of kaolin and 1lint were shipped 
from Cape Gimrdeau lo tnree manufacturing estal>
lislnnents in Cincinnati, last yenr; about 2,000 tons· 
were ship]!ed to East Livc11iool, and about 3,000 tons 
were used in the cit.y of St.. Louis. Lt cost three 
dollars per ton to send this article to Cincinnati, the 
prineipal place of shipment. White sand and .Pot· 
ter's clay of the purest sort are found in large 
quantities, and many tons of the fo1111er are shipped 
to the glass factories of the Ettst. :Hnrl>le of a most 
excellent qnnlity a!Jounds in the county. The very 
best lime in the world is made in this county at a 
cost of forty-1lve cents per barrel. Last year more 
than 10,000 barrels were made and shipped from this 
county. 

WATER AND TIMBER. 

. 'l'he water-power of this county is indeed :tlne, and 
possesses many and rare inducements to the cnpi. 
ta.list. 

The thnl>er is of a most excellent character, and 
consists of oak, poplar, hlacl• walnut, hickory, ash, 
ebn and !,"llm. Jn some parts of the county a few of 
the alJove varieties grO\V to the immense r;ize of 
from 1lve to seven feet in diameter. 

l\fANUl<'ACTURES. 

Th~ manufactures of the county arc wagons and 
buggies, staves and cooper shops, foundries and 
breweries, cigars and tobacco, woolen and :flouring 
mills, etc. Five of these :flouring mills purchased, 
last year, 586,076 bushels of wheat, grown in the 
connty, and manufactured it into 114,803 barrels of 
:flour. One of these mills, at the great exposition 

·held at Vienna in 1873, was awarded the gold medal 
and first prize for the best manufactured :dour in the 
world. The same honor was won at the Fair at 
Paris. And at Philadelphia the world's honor was 

. conferred upon the same mill for the third time. 
In each of these great exhibitions the :dour was 
made from wheat grown in this county. In addition-.. 
to the five mills named there are twelve others that 
do both a public and cnstom work. 

It is the ·agricultural and manufacturin!( in
terest that is looked to with greatest pride in point 
of dollars and cents. It is estimated that more than 
a million bushels of wheat were grown in this 
county last year. While wheat is the principal 
grain crop it is by no means the oniy one; for it is 
just as true that nil grains grows well in this soil, 
and there is no such a thing in the histoo'Y of the 
State as a failure in the same year of any two kinds 
of grain in the county. 

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

In addition to the school facilities of the county it 
is but right to note the fact that there are in the 
county forty-two good brick and :frame churches. 
There nre alw eight or nine large grange halls in the 
county, three weekly papers, one tri-weekly, two 
monthlies and two semi-monthlies. 

There is no peo1ile on the earth who enjoy greater 
civil, social and political Jlrivileges than do the 
people of Cape Girardeau County. Every citizen 
feels that he is truly .an American, a:nd as such 
prides himself in upholding political tolerance, 
freedom o:f speech, and the right to worship accord
ing to the dictates of his own conscience. 

The laws are fairly and impnrtially enforced, and 
the county has:one of the finest court houses outside 
of St. Louis in the State. 

The county has never suffered from a great fraud 
of any kind, neither local or foreign, but has always 
been fortunnte in having honest and intelligent 
officials for her local government. 

VERJ' HEALTHFUL. 

In point of health the' county is far above the 
average of the State, and persons snfl'ering with 
weak lungs will :find the atmosphere so warm and 
moist as :ill many instances to give them great relie:f. 
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CARROLL COUNTY. 

The area of Carroll County comprises about 
440,000 acres of land, three-fourths of which is now 
in cultivation; and not more than one-fifteenth of 
the county is what might be called poor land-even 
in Missouri, where all land is good-and has a. pop -
ulation of about 22,000. 

THE ASSESSED VALUATION 

·of the county last year was about $6,000,000, and the 
real value, according to the best judgment of those 
competent to know, is not less than $10,000,000. 

The tax last year assessed was ~74,237.53. The de
linquent tax is less than ~5,000. 

The taxes are light, more than one-half o:f the 
whole amount being for school purposes. No debt 
exists, but money is in the treasury. 

On the flret day of January, 1880, there were 13,235 
heau of fat cattle, and 39,998 head of fat hogs being 
ied in Carroll County, to be marketed this spring. 
If there were as many in any other county in the 
State, the fact has not yet been published. 

PlWDUCTIVENESS. 

Carroll County raised last year, according to fig
ures received by the editor of the " Cttrroll Record " 
from the different townships, 8,000,000 bushels of 
corn, ttnd 650,000 bushels of wheat. 

SHIPMENTS. 

There were shipped by the Wabash, St. Louis & 
Pacific Railway, which traverses the county, :from 
the different stations o:f the county, in 1879, 4,245 car 
loads 'of freight, and received 9&1 car loads in the 
iiametime. 

SOIL. 

The soil of Carroll County is unsurpassed in fer
tility, and eorn, wheat, oats, tobacco, hemp, :fl.ax, 
potatoes, and fruit of all kinds are as sure a crop 
there as in any other part of the temperate zone. 

TIMBER AND PRICE OF LANDS. 

A fair proportion of the connty is timber of good 
quality. 

The price of improved lands is from ten to thirty 
dollars per acre, according to the value of improve
ments, and there is plenty of good land that can be 
bought at these iigures. 

MINERALS. 

Coal ls aoundant in the county, although compar
atively no effort has been made to develop it. 

One of the best stone quarries in the State (the 
celebrated \.Vhitc Roek Quarry) is in Carroll County, 
at Miami station. The rock is used lttrgely in tile 
construction of bridges, nntl public buildings at St. 
Louis, Kansas City and St. Joseph, an11 tlie cajiil,ol 
building at Des Moines, Iowa, is mostly built of this 
stone. 

The ·wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Itttilw:iy r1m8 
through ihc county from east to west. 

The farmers tmd citizens ·of Otu-roll County are 
progressive, public-spirited, energ·ctic in itnprovc
ments, law-::tbiding, intelligent, church-going, an.d 
education-loving people. 

SCHOOLS. 

There a1·c in the county oue hundred and thil'(.y 
school houses, mostly new anu commodious builll· 
ings, and about Ji!ty churches, the Bapth1t church at 
Carrolltou, costing $18,000. 

The town of Carrollton has about 2,500 inhabit
ants, has nine churches, two hotels, two banks, a 
machine shop, foull<lry, and all the other improve
ments of a Jlrst-class coullty scat, :md a school 
house costing .~·l.2,000, and requiring a 1mperintcn
dcnt and eleycn teachers, at ttn expense of about 
$7,000 per year. '£ho enrollment of pupils is about. 
six hundred anu fifty. 

Carrollton has also a colored school, with a good 
school house, one lmndred .. and thirty pupils and 
two good teachers. · 

IMMIGHANTS INVITED. 

In every county there are restless, dissatisfied 
men, who are possessed with the insane idea that 
they can do butter elsewhere, or perhaps come 
nearer getting a living without work, who are always 
ready to sell out at low prices, and seek a new 
"El Dorado" in another direction. Ana so it hap
pens that the opportunity to secure a good improved 
home in Carroll County is as goou now as it ever 
was. 

More energetic, public-spirited, live men are 
needed in the county; and they will never be :tSked 
what may be their politics or their religion. All 
good men will be welcomed to Carroll County, and 
may be assured that they will receive just as hearty 
.and earnest a welcome as they may deserve. 'l'here 
has never been any proscrip.tion for opinion's sake; 
no old political feuds remain to be fought out. · 

To the immigrant is offered the advantages of a 
cheap home, sun-ounded by school houses, churches 
and good society. 
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CARTER COUNTY. 

Carter County is bounded on the north by Sher
man and Reynolds Counties and on the east by 
Wayne and Butler Counties, on the west by Shan
non and Oregon Counties, and on the south by Ripley 
and Oregon Counties. · 

ACREAGE AND ASSESSMENT. 

The county contains 303,977.33 acres, theltassessed 
valuation of which is placed at $422,337. 

WATElt COURSES. 

The witter courses supplying' irrigation, are Cur
rent River, Rogers' Creek, Mill Creek, Home Creek, 
Pike "Creek, Chilton Creek, Barren Creek, Henpeck 
Creek, Ten Mile Creek and !Jittle Black River. 

l!'ORESTS. 

An abundance of the bes't timber is found in the 
forests of Carter County, classed as follows: pine, 
and the varieties of oak, hickory, ash,. walnut, 
maple, elm, gnm, locust, hackberry, pexsimmon and 
sassafras. 

MINERALS. 

The mineral resources consist of iron, lead and 

copper, and small quantities of zmc, but so far no 
mines have been developed. 

PRODUCTIONS.· 

The soil is well adapted to the cultivation of corn, 
wheat, oats, rye, barley, potatoes, turnips, tobacco 
and cotton are raised on a small scale for home 
consumption. All kinds of vegetables do well, and 
the watermelon and muskmelon crop is very Jine. 
Sorghum is cultivated by nearly an farmers. 

Strawberries, raspberries, blackberries and whor
tleberries grow wild in profusion. Wild grapes a.re 
found on every hillside, and grape culture would· 
undoubtedly prove proJitable. 

FRUIT CULTURE AND CLIMATE. 

Apples bear well, and peaches miss two years ou' 
of three. The climate is mild but variable, and there 
is seldom much snow. • 

POPULATION-MANUFACTURING. 

The population numbers about S,000. The :first 
settlers were chiefly from Tennessee and Kentucky, 
but nearly all nations are now· represented. The 
inhabitants are mostly farmers. The only manu
factures carried on are lumber, flour and meal. 

CASS COUNTY. 

This county has an average width of twenty-six 
by twenty-seven miles, having about 450,000 acres of 
land within its borders; it is situated upon the west
ern border of the State, and is within the lines of 
thirty-seven and one-half degrees north latitude, 
being nearly on a line with the cities of St. Louis, 
Cin<linnati and Wa~hlngton, and with an elevatio.n 
of about 1,000 feet above the level of the sea, From 
its position geographically, its condition as to cli
mate will be readily inferred, that it is free from the 
extremes of heat and cold that characterize the 
Northern and Southern States of the Ui;lion.' The 
surface of· tho country is generally gently rolling, 
having but few precipitous blu:ffs, consequently 
nearly all of it is suscepj;ible of cultivation; so em
phatically true is this that it has been frequently 
remarked by those most conversant with the sur
face condition of the country, that it would be difti· 
cult to :find a quarter-section of land withill its lim· 
its, upon which a reasonably good farm could not 
be made. 

CHARACTEJi OF. LAND AND TIMBER SUPPLY. 

· 'l'he truth will be closely approximated by saying 
that three-f-0urths of its surtace js prairie, the re-

mainder timber;· the timber lands producing the 
·vaneties usuallv fQund in the Middle and Western 
States, consisting of the different kinds of oak, hick· 
ocy, elm, maple, honey locust, co:ffee bean and black 
walnut. .Although immigrants from the heavily fun. 
bered States formerly supposed the supply of tiin· 
ber insu:ilicient, the introduction of the osage oriµige 
for hedging purposes, which in this climate and soil, 
with proper attention, universally makes a cheap, 
beautiful and efficient fence, has entirely reversed 

· public opinion as to. the adequacy of the timber sup
ply, the amount being now regarded as more than 
snflicient for the demands of the county in the way 
of tuel, fencing and building material. .A large· 
amount of walnut timber is now being exported 
:from the county. 

THE SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS. 

The soil of the county is very fertile, and produces 
excellent crops. The corn crop for the past thirteen 
years, when planted in pr-0per season and properly 
cultivated, has prodU:ced from forty to seventy -five 
bushels per acre. The wheat Cl'.Qp for the past five 
years, where the land has ·been properly prepared 
and sown early, has probably bee11 between eighteen 

/ 
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:and twenty bushels per acre. Oats, :flax, castor 
beans, tobacco, timothy, blue grass, clover a.nd mil
let are successfully grown here. In no part of the 
United States is clover less damaged by severity of 
drouth ll'!ld winter freezing than here. There are 
many :fields in the county upon which clover was 
sown ten years ago, and not since resown, upon 
which there is to-day a perfect stand o_f clover, a 
:foi·tunate circumstance in clover culture that seldom 
prcmils in the clayey soils of the Eastern Stat.es. 
The most valuable features in the soil of this county 
:a.re not fully embodied in the statements as to its 
:fertility, but in its qualities in the way of durability; 
in its capacity to produce a long succession of good 
<Crops without the application of fertilizers. Incred
ible as it may seem, it is nevertheless true, that 
many :fields were to be seen in this county last year 
that have been for thirty consecutive years planted 
in corn, less perhaps two or three years when they 
were idle in consequence o:f the war, upon which 
grew forty bushels of corn to the acre; these :fields 
having at no time been manured except by the 
plowing under of such vegetation as was to be 
f.ound upon the land at the time of plowing. 

SE.A.SONS ,U..'D CLillI.A.TE. 

The notion is probably somewhat prevalent among 
the people of the Eastern States that Western Mis
souri frequently suffers during the growing season 
:from. insufliciency of rain, but it certainly is not 
warranted by the history of the last thirteen years, 
during which. time but two seasons have been char
acterized by insu:tnciency of rain; the years 1868 and 
1874 were dry, and the corn crop was materially 
lessened in consequence thereof. The wheat, oats 
and :!lax cr.:ips were not affected, in consequence of 
maturing before the drouth became severe; and the 
early planted and properly cultivated corn gave a 
fair yield. · 

THE 'V.A.TER SUPPLY. 

Big Creek and Grand River, with thew numerous 
tributaries, constitute the· principal streams of the 
county. In at least one-half of the county springs 
abound, and in the portion not thus favqred good-' 
wells are obtained· by digging the 1lsual depth; anp 
owing to the compactness of the subsoil, ponds 
made by plow and scraper meet au the water de
mands for stock purposes, hence the practical and 
industrious farmer never suffers in consequence of 
inadequacy of stock water. 

FRUIT. 

All the fruits grown in the central portion of the 
United States are successfully grown here, the 
principal varieties now cultivated being the apple, 
peach, pear, cherry and plum. In regard to size and 
:llavor these varieties certainly compare favorably 
with those grown in Ohio, Indiana and :Kentucky. , 
The smaller variety, such as blackberry, raspben-y, 
grape and strawberry :fiourJ.sh luxuriantly, so that 
this portion of the State may be truthfully said to be 
well adapted to tru:it-growing, and O'\\ing to 
railroad facilities now existing and prospective, 
reaching New Mexico, Colorado and Texas, States 
that are now furnishing and destined to remain 
desirable :fruit markets. - No locality offers. greater 
indueementa to the fruit·grower. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

As great inducements in regard to the price of 
land as in many other portions of the State cannot 
be offered, and this is wholly owing to the fact that 
a more fertile soil and of greater natural advan
tages. Owing, however, to the :fact that many_ of the 
immigrants to the State invested in land beyond 
their means, there is .at this time a large amount of 
private indebtedness, making necessary in very 
many cases the sale of landed property. This state 
of affairs is causing land tp sell for muoh less than 
its intrinsic value. 

SHIPMEN'l'S. 

The foltowing statement ci,irefully l)repared and 
gathered from the different agents along the lines 
of the railroads shows shipments by car lots during 
the year 1879, as follows: 

Hogs ........................ 42,060 head 
Cattle ............. ~ ......... 9,842 " 

Oars. 
701 
519 

· d j 1 904 "c Cattle and hogs mixe . • . •. 1;680 "h: 112 

'Wheat ...................... 315,625 bush. 815 
Corn ........................ 307,600 769 

Fla." ........................ 102,000 255 
Flour ...................................... 138 

Horses................................... 4 

Mules.................................... 4 

Oats ...................................... 11 
Castor Beans ..... ; .... ,............ .. . .. . • 2 

Hay ....................................... 18 

Walnutlogsandlumber .................. 34 
Sheep ..................................... 15 

Representing a value which, with other products 
shipped in small lots from the county, will swell to 
t!e sum of $2,000,000. 

TOWNS. AND VILLAGES. 

The village of Strasburg, located about two n1!les 
from the eastern boundary, contains about 100 in

habitants, with one clmrch and one .school house. 
Pleasant Hill is nicely located near the foot of the 

slope of the high table lands of Cass and Jackson 
Counties, a small city of thrift and enterprise, with 
a population of about 2,200 inhabitants, eleven 
churches, one school house, with capacity to seat 
:five hundred children, three lodges, Masonic, Odd 
Fellows and Ancient Order United Workingmen. 
Pleasant Hill is noted among the traveling pulJlie 
of the Missouri Pacific Railway for its hotel accom• 
modations, the courteous manner of its inhabit:ints, 
etc. It is the junction of the. St. Louis, Lawrence 
& Denver Railroad, and of a. contemplated route 
(now having been established and work com
menced) with a prospect of its completion some
time this summer (1880) froxp: Pleasant Hill to Butler, 
in Bates County, and from there south to Arkansas. 
The old road-bed of the Lexington, Lake & Gulf 

Railroad running through the city and this county, 
is also being _looked after. by Eastern capitalists with 
a prospect of being ironed and :finished and put in 
running order. 

Raymore is a town of about 100 inhabitants, with. 
one church and one school house. 

Belton, within three and a half miles of the east• 
e= boundary of ~e .·State of Kansas, is a town of 
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thrltt, stir, energy and life, of about 500 inhabitants, 
ftve churches, one school house with a capacity to 
seat 200 children. · 

Gunn City, a town of about 150 inhabitants, with 
one church, one school house, one lodge of Patrons 
of Husbandry. 

East Lynne, a town of about 30.0 inhabitants, with 
one school house and three lodges-Masons, Patrons 
ot Husbandry and A.O. U. W. 

Harrisonville is the county seat of Cass County, 
beautifully located -on the .summit of one of those 
high elevations, so attractive to the eye of those 
accustomed to the :fl.at, monotonous prairies of Illi
nois. Standing a few yards west of the court house 
you have a good view down the valley of Grand 
River. It has a population of about 1,500 inhabit· 
ants, five churches, one school house with a capac, 
ity to seat 300 .children. 

Fi·eeman ls a town of about 300 inhabitants, one 
school house, three churches,. two lodges-Masons 
and A. O. U. W .. 

West Line is a village of about 150 inhabitants, one 
church and one school house. 

The interior or off railroad towns, with their dis. 
tance from the county seat, are: Dayton, southeast, 
seventeen miles; Everett, southwest, fourteen miles; 
Peculiar, northwest, eight miles; Austin, Sotlth, 
twelve miles; Index, southeast, sixteen miles, and 
Wadesburg, southeast, twenty-two miles. 

SCHOOL 11'.A.OILITIES. 

There are no high schools or.institutes of learning 
within the County of Cass, but the advantages as to 
obtaining a thorough common school education are 
nowhere any better. Cass County is diVided into 
one hundred and fourteen school districts, each 
containing, at least, one good and comfortable school 
building, with sufficient capacity to ll.<:Commodate 
all the pupils. 

The revenue derived by direct tax
ation by the county for school 
purposes in the year 1879 was •.• $16,828 21 

Cass County apportionment of 
11c."hool revenue :from State...... 5,1'17 63 

Interest on county school fund 
apportioned to school districts 
in 1879 •••••••• , • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 4,960 20 

Total for school purposes... lj26,959 84 
The total number of children of school age is 

7,086. 
There is a permanent fund derived from the State 

on account of the sale of 500,000 acres set apart for 
school purposes, which was apportioned to the coun
ties, and also from the sale of the sixteenth section 
and swamp lands within the County of Cass, and also 
:from Jines, forfeitures and other sources, ll.mounting 

to the sum of ~1,917.14. This fund is kept intact 
and is loaned out by the county on notes secured by 
real estate and personal security at the interest of 
ten per cent. per· annum, and the interest thereon 
collected is each year distributed to the ·different 
school districts throughout the county on the basis 
of the enumeration of children being of school age 
in each dist1ict. 

PROTECTION FOR LIFE AND PROPERTY. 

Life and property are nowhere on the face of the 
civilized globe more secure than within the bound
aries of this county, and the report of J. R. Willis, 
Warden of the State Penitentiary, may be referred 
to, to prove the assertion. The County of Cass, with 
a population of over 20,000 people, ranking among
the first counties in population and taxable wealth 
in the State, sent the following number of conVi.cts 
to the State Penitentiary: 1878, l; 1879, 2. Further 
reference to the report ,of. the State Auditor shows 
that the total amount of criminal costs paid by the 
State on account of the county for criminal prose· 

· cutions duri11g those years was as follows:. 1878, 
$822.39; 1870, $(iG6.30. 

On August 27th, 1878, the crime of murder was 
committed within the J.>ordur~ of Cass County. Sep

. tem)Jer 23d, 1878, the criminal was indicted; on 
September Mth, 1878, a jury was empaneled, and 
September 2rith, 1878, the penalty of death was ad
judged. Ou October 25th, 1878, the .sentence was 
executed. 

So is crime punished within its borders. What 
speaks mo1'.e forcibly for the supremacy of the law 
for the intelligence, refinement and educational 
standard of Cass County than this record? 

· ScienM and education go hand in hand- and dl'ive 
out superstitlOn and lesser !)rime. 

Law and order are enforced in the-strictest sense 
of the words. 

1.'he utmost tol~rance, religious and political, ia 
made manifest by the people. The county offices of 
the county represent both of the great political 
parties of the day, Republican and Democrat. 

TAXATION-POPULATION. 

The· rate of taxation . for State and county pur
poses, on real estate and personal property, during 
the year 1879, was nine mills to the clollar. 

The population of Cass County is principally 
made up of former citizens of Illinois, Ohio, In• 
diana, Kentucky and Pennsylvania. Men. of 
energy and perseverance, the pioneers of the· 
West, who have bid farewell to the old home
steads East, and with their strong arms ltl"e turning 
the.rich prairies of Western Missouri into one of the 
greatest granaries of the world. 
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CEDAR COUNTY. 

Cedar County is in the second tier of counties east 
of the Kansas line, and the fourth north of the 
Arkansas· line; has an area of about 489 square 
miles, or 319,050 acres of land. It was organized 
into a county on the 14th day of February, 1845, and 
there are a number of persons in the county now 
who have lived in the counties of rolk, Dade and 
Cedar; and all on the same farm without moving. 
The county seat was located where it now is, and 

•was first called Lancaster, afterwards changed to 
l!'reemont, and afterwards to Stockton. 

The eastern half of the county is a timbered 
country, with only a few small prairies; the western 
is mostly prairie, with belts of timber along the 
streams, and beautiful groves on the high lands-in 
the distance resembling orchards more than groves 
of forest trees. . 

Population in 1876, 9,912; school districts in 1876, 
seventy-three; value afreal estate in 1880, $831,508; 
value of personal property, $607,665; total taxable 
wealth, $1,439,173; boµded indebtedness, none. 

THE SOIL 

is of three classes, known 'here as the white ask, 
black loam, and red clay or mulatto lands,, all of 
which produce well in favorable seasons; but the 
two latter are best for all seasons and crops, and 
yield abundant erops of grass, tobacco, wheat, oats, 
corn, rye, millet, sorghum, i!ax, castor beans. The , 
red land is peculiarly adapted to the growth of SIJ:?.all 
grain, especially wheat and rye, and retains its 
fertility for :lliteen, twenty er thirty years of suc· 
cessive cultivation, with very little, if any, decrease 
in the yield, and without the u~e of any· kind of · 
fertilizer. 

TIMBER. 

Black and white walnut, white, black and shell 
bark hickory, black-jack, 'sugar tree, common maple, 
red bud, pawpaw, sassafras, hackberry, black and 
blue ash, birch, chinquapin, persimmon, wild cher
ry, sycamore, elm, hazel, box. elder, sumac,· mul
berry, and all the d!fterent species of oak common 
to this latitude, and along the principal streams is 
found some cedar. The timber on some larger 
streams, and in some places on the. highlands, is 
well grown ·and of a good quality, but a great deal 
of the upland timber is of rather an inferior quality, 
wluch has been caused by the ravages of Jlre, which 
annually kills a great deal of young timber, .and 
scorches so much as to hinder the growth, and thus 
dwarfs a large portion of tile remainder. 

BUILDING STONE. 

There is considerable rock bordering on the rivers 
and larger streams which traverse the county, and 
some on the highlands away from them, but the ex
tensive bottoms.111d a large po:i;tion of our uplands, 
are clear of.rock; Flint, lime and sandstone are the 
most common, but there are also considerable quan
tities of white and yellow cotton ·rock, which is ex-· 
oellent for bnildlng purposes-being soft when taken 

from the quarries, and continually hardens by ex
posure to the atmosphere. '.l.'he white cotton ·rock 
takes on nearly as fine a polish as marble and does. 
not tarnish by time. Where the land is too rocky 
for cultivation it will produce grass and timber, both 
as necessary to the farmer as any crops he cau pro• 
duce, and there is not one acre of land in this 
county so rocky that it cannot be cultivated in f1·uit 
or grape crops. 

WATER 

is found: !n thousands of never failing springs as 
pure as ever ran from the earth, and can be had 
nearly anywhere in the county lly digging· from 
ilfteen to·forty feet deep. '£he county is traversed 
by Big and Little Sac Rivers, Spring, Bear, Cedar,. 
llorse and Alder Creeks, &11 !lowing in a northerly 
direction; and, being fed by numerous springs, 
furnish water, and upon their b.anks are many un
tenanted and valuable sites for mills and other 
machinery, which, when the population and de
mands of the cotmtry require them, will be utilized. 
But at present the water flows lazily along the !Jeds. 
of the streams :Cormany miles, occasionally moving 
tile wheels of a mill iR its passage to the sea, but. 
seemingly of no other use except to quench the 
thirst of herds of stock, and as a home for the finny 
tribe, which are found in large i1uantities, and are' 
v.ery palatable. 

CUOPS AND CAPACITY OF THE LAND. 

Wheat yields' from ten to thirty bushels to the. 
acre, but the farmer may safely count on an average 
of ten to twenty bushels, and the crop has never 
been a failure within the memory of the oldestfohab
itant. 

Rye succeeds well, but has been but little .cult1~ 
vated until within the 1ast three <?r four years. It 1s. 
now attracting the attenti4>n of farmers, who con• 
sider OI\e crop of it almost equal to two ordinary 
crops of other grain, as it furnishes excellent pas
turage for stock during the winter and spring· 
months, produces a large yield of grain in harvest, 
and is perhaps the most certain crop produced In· 
the country. · 

Oats generally yield large crops and are exten
sively cultivated. 

Corn succeeds wet1, and is the staple crop of the 
country. 

Timothy and clover both succeed well wherever 
tried, but from the fact that the wild pr:iiries fur
nish abundance of free pasturage and hay for winter 
use, buUittle attention has been paid to those crops. 
as yet. In the older settled portions of the eoUI1ty, 
where the wild grasses have been eaten out by 
stock, ulue grass is rapidly taking its place, and ere a. 
great many years, all of the county that is not under 
cultivation, will be on11 unbroken blue grass sward. 

Cotton does well, but is not much cultivated, 
Six hundred pounds of seed cotton has been pro
duced on one-fourth of an acre in this county, which 
shows how well it will succeed. 



HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 111 

As fine tobacco as is produced in the United 
States (the most favored regions of Virginia not 
oxccpted1 can be grown here. Whole crops, the 
plants of which would average near five feet high 
after they were topped, and of very fine quality, are 
seen, and for quantity and quality combined Cedar 
County challenges the world as a tobacco region. 
ller soil and cl.imate have combined to do their best 
for the tobacco-raisers; and all any one needs to do 
to make a fortune is to get some of the cheapest 
land (for it is well known that Post Oak Flats, con
sidered the poorest land for other purposes, pro
duces the finest tobacco), hire some hands and go to 
raising tobacco; or, if he canno.t·hire hands, let him 
raise :1 crop or two himself, and he can soon hire all 
the help he Wftnts. The crop will bring from sev
enty-live to one hundred dollars per acre. One hand 
can cultivate tlmie acres, besides itttencling to other 
crops; 1•hiti, at the lowest rate, showing $225 as the 
product of one hand's labor in a tobacco crop for 
one se:ison .. Chiltlren that would be useless in 
ordimtry crops can do a great deal of work in a 
tobacco crop, and there is no reason why every man 
in the country blessed with licalth might not have 
money-at least enough to supply his necessHics
i! he would turn his :1ttention to tobacco. 

Cedar is second to !mt one <101mty in Routhwest 
Missouri in the amount of tobae:co produced, and if 
there were a home market and a factory for prepar
ing th<l rt1w material for exportation, tlte crop would 
soon he enormous ant! a source of untold wealth to 
our citizens, stimulating every dopartment of ind US' 

try and enterprise. 
Broom corn is a erop that until the last few years 

has boen but .little cultivated here, but it is found 
that it succeeds as well as· coul.d he wished, and 
pays a large profit on the labor and eapital invested. 

Flax grows in great perfection and produces from 
eight to twenty bushel of seed per acre, which sells 
at from ninety cents to $1.25 per bushel here. It re
quires but little labor, and in three months from the 
time the seed is sown the farmer can realize the 
proceeds of the crop in cash. 

FRUIT. 

This is peculiarly a fruit country. Apples, pears, 
·peaches, cherries, grapes, and in fact every kind of 
:fruit peculiar to this climate, grow here in great 
perfection. The peach, that most delicious of all 
:fruits, can be had in great abundance by all who 
will take the trouble to scatter the seed about their 
farms. The trees· live to a great age, and for many 
years are thrifty and prosperous. 

STOCK-RAISING 

.is the principal business, and the one from which 
:farmers at present derive the greatest amount of 
their income. Horses, mules, cattle, sheep and 
hogs are extensively raised, and the fact that t>uyers 
. are always ready to buy all the surplus stoek makes 
this a superior country for the enterprising stock
grower. 

There are thousands of acres of wild lands which 
<produce heavy' crops of wild grass, and free pastur
.age for a'll, and from which hay is taken in the sum
mer to feed stock in the winter-ls all that is neces· 
:sary tor wintering cattle, and oosts nothing hut the 
;labor of saving. 

---·---·----·-

MINERAL. 

Iron, copper, lead, zinc and antimony are known 
to exist in the county, bnt on account of the dis
tance to railroad transportntion, the mineral re
sonrces have never been developed. Enough i• 
known, however, to warrant the assertion that iron 
and zinc exist in large qu~ntities and of su:filcient 
riehness to pay a large profit if machinery were <1t 
h11nd to reduce the crude ore. Coal is found in 
various parts of our county; and ilr some places in 
great abundance, more especiallv in the western 
southwestern and northeastern portions, and wni 
doubtless in the far future he the principal article 
used for fuel in those sections of the county. At 
present the extent of the coal beds arc unknown, as 
they have never heeu developed any more than 
whnt became necessary to pl"Ocure coal for the 
hl\cksmith shops o:J' the country. It is fouud in the 
banks of the streams aud in many other places near 
the surface. 

RAILROADS. 

Cedar County has no railroad traversing any part 
of its territory, nor has it any bonded or other 
indebtedness on account of subscription to any 
road during the last years of the speculative mania 
in county bonds. 

It iH needless to say, therefore, that the condition 
of Cedar, a!:) regards railtoads, is as good as, if not 
better tha.n, any county in the State. The Missouri, 
Kansas & Texas Railway fnrni,hes access to the 
south i1nd to the Gulf. North and east by the same 
line the m:1rkets of Chicago and St. I.ouis open to 
the county, with preference in favor of the former. 
This fact has been discovered by the business men 
of St. Louis, and . to secure what has lleretofore 
seemed to belong to that (1ity-the trade of South
western Missouri and Southern Kansas. 

Schell City, twenty-eight miles northwest of Stock· 
ton, on the llfissouri, Kansas & Texas Itailway, is the 
shipping point, and is connected by daily mail; 
Nevada City, thirty-eight miles west on the same 
road; Springfield, :fifty miles southeast on the St. 
Loriis & San l!'rancisco Railroad, and Ash Grove at 
the present terminus of the Springfield & North
western Itailroad, ·thirty-five miles southeast. The 
Sedalia, Warsaw & Southwestern Narrow Gauge 
Railroad, now in conrse of construction, and which 
will be completed to Warsaw, fifty miles north,east 
of Stockton, and which it is confidently believed 
will be extended in this direction at an early date, 
places the county in such a position relative to un· 
completed railroads that it is not reasonable to 

, suppose that it will be long without one or more 
traversing it. · 

SCHOOLS • 

Nearly every neighborhood in the county is sup
plied with a school house, most of them being good 
substantial buildings, ai1d the inhabitnnts take a 
lively .interest in the cause of education . 

In every district there is.a school from four to six 
months in each year, as desired itnd expressed by the 
inhabitants of the various districts at their annual 
school meetings. The co.itnty has a large State and 
county public school fund which. 1s annually in
creasing, so that but little taxation is required to 
sustain the public schools after a school house is 
built. 
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CLil\IATE. 

The winters are usually short and mild, two to 
four months being all that is generally necessary to 
feed stock. Last winter, 1879-80, was unusunlly 
mild, so much ·so 'that the heaviest ice was only 
three or four inches thick, and the winters a.re 
frequently so mild that no ice for summer use is 
saved, and by the 20th to the 25th of April, the 
forests are as green as in midsummer. 

PRINCIPA.L TOWNS. 

Stockton, the county seat, has a population of 
from 400 to 500 inhabitants, and the usual number of 
business. houses for a place of its size. It is twenty
eight miles southeast of Schell City on the Missouri, 
Kansas & Texas Railway - the nearest railroad 
point, and thirty-eight miles east of Nevada, Mo., 
on the same road, and is connected with both pllilces 
by a tri-weekly stage arriving and departing on 
alternate days. It is fifty miles northwest of 
Springfield, Missouri, on the Atlantic & Pacific 
Railroa.d with which it is also connected by stage. 
Stockton .has a steam :ll.ouring mill, a carding ma
chine, a tannery, a wagon and plow .factory. 

Paynterville, eight miles east of Stockton, has a 
post-ofilce, two or three stores, a blacksmith shop, 
and is in a thickly settled portion of the county. 

Sacville, eight miles north of Stockton, on the 
west bank of Sac River, has a post-office, two stores, 
a blacksmith shop, and a saw, grist and :ll.ouring 
mill, on one of the :finest water-powers in south
west :Missouri. 

Lebeck, fifteen miles northwest of Stockton, on 
the Stockton and Schell City stage line, has a post
ofilce, two stol"es, a blacksmith and . wagon shop 
and is surrounded by a beautiful country. 

Clintonville, eighteen miles northwest of Stockton, 
has several stores, a post-office and blacksmith 
shop and is also surrounded by a beautiful section 
of country capable of sustaining a. dense population. 
·In this. neighborhood is• a Gel"mll.n settlement of 
thrifty enterpl"ising farmers. 

Virgil City, the main street of which is the line 
between Cedar and Vernon counties, is eighteen 
miles west of Stockton, on the Stockton and Nevada. · 
stage line, has 150 to 200 inhabitants, a steam saw 
and gi.ist mill and the us.ual amount of business 
houses fol" a place of the size, and is in a delightful 
section of country. 

'Vhite Hare, ten miles southwest of Stockton, was 
a thriving little village, but the destructive fires of 
the late war swept it :tway so that the place now 
has only a post-office and a respectable school 
building, the upper story of which is used as a hall 
by Free Masons and Odd Fellows. 

C:i.nc Hill, nine miles southeast of Stockton, be
tween the two Sac Rivers, is a thriving little village 
with sevel"al stores, a post-oftlcc and blacksmith 
shop. 

Pleasant View is a post-office eight miles north
west of Stockton, on the Stockton & Schell City 
Stage Line. 

Silver Creek is· a. post-ofilce on the Stockton & 
Osceola Road, four miles north of Stockton. 

TAXATION. 

The county having no bonded indebtedness or 
ra.ib:oad tax to pay, taxes a1·c low. The entire tax, 
State and county, for 1876 was one dollro: and :tlfty 
cents on the one hundl"ed dollars valuation, except 
school tax, which is generally sn1all and val"ics in 
different districts, and, with perhaps one exeeption, 
it has not been above one dollar and .dfty-ftve cents 
on the one hund1·ed dollars valuation since the wa1•. 

ltELIGION. 

The val"ious religious denominations exist here as 
elsewhere in the Western States, and there are 
several church edifices in different sections of the 
country. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

Wild land can be had for from two to eight dollars 
1,1.nd improved l!Lnd f1:om four to twenty dollars per 
acl"e, according to locality, quality a.nil improve
ments, and much of 1'he wild land can be }lurch~sed 
on long time and easy terms. 

HOW TO. GET THERE. 

Those coming from the Eastern, }fiddle and South
ern States should come to St. Louis, thence by the 
Missouri Pa.eific Railway to Sedalia, thence by the 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway, seventy miles 
southwest, to Schell City; and those living north 
and in the lake region sliould come to "Hannibal, on 
the Mississippi, and li:ansas City, on the lllissouri 
River, ~hence to Sedalia and Schell Oity, thence .to 
Stockton. 

CHARITON COUNTY. 

. Chariton County is situated. on the north side of 
. the ll!issouri River, and in the central part of that 
s.ection of the State known as North Missouri. It is 
·one of the oldest counties in the State, having been 
organized on the 16th •of November, 1S20; It is 
bonnded on th.e east by Randolph and .Howard 
Counties~ on the north by Linn County, on the west 
by Livingston. and Carroll Counties, and on the 
south by Saline Ociunty, the Missouri River forming 

the boundary line between Chariton· and Saline. It 
contains au area of 740 squa.l"e miles, and ic,there

'tore; one of the largest counties in North Missouri 

CLIMATE. 

The climate"of North Missouri is very similar to 
that of ll~aryland, Nol"thern Kentuckv, and Southern 
Ohio. The winters here are neither rigorous nor 
prolonged. Spring sets in early, and the sea.sons of 
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extreme heat of the summer is of short duration, 
not u"ually extending later than the middle of 
..iugust, after which the temperature falls, and 
summer gradually merges into autumn, which in·· 
variably brings to us a delightful season, often 
extending· far into the month of December-thus 
furnishing the most favorable climate :for all out
door work, and agricultural pursuits, as well as for 
the growth and improvement of all kinds of stock. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

There are a number of inexhaustible streams. 
which course tlwough the county, generally fi·om 
northeast to southwest, which ful'nish an abundance 
of water for the successful operation of 11.!l kinds of 
machinery for manufacturing purposes, and sup
plies all the wants of the planter as well as for the 
stock· gi•owe1•. 

SOIL AND AGRICULTURE. 

.Although there are many evidences of latent min· 
eral wealth undedying various sections· of the 
county, ye.t that interest, whatever it may be, is in a 
manner untouched, much less developed, . and is 
uncared for at present. The great boast and pride 
of Chariton County consists chiefiy in he1· unsur· 
passed wealth in soil and agriculture. The uplands, 
as well as the valleys along the numerous streams 
in the county, are marvelously rich and productive, 
and whenever cultivated produce most wonderful 
crops of cereals and grasses. The northern portion 
of the county is mostly high; rolling prairie, inter
spersed with trl).Cts of 'forest lands, especially along 
the water-courses. The southern portion of the 
eounty is extensively timbered with oak, hickory, 
elm, maple, blaek walnut, mulberry, ash, !inn, syca 
more, box-elder, pawpaw,peraimmon, pecan, hack
berry, and wild cherry. To those familiar with 
the nature of such trees, the excellent character of 
the fill ·1 and climate is at once apparent. 

FRUITSf 

1Jnder the management of the experienced horti
culturist fruits of all kinds peculiar to 'such a soil 
and climate are grown iu great va1•iety and quan
tity, such as apples, peaches, pears, grapes, cherries, 
apricots, plums; strawberries, raspberries, black
berries, currants, and other small fruits. 

TOBACCO. 

From the early settlement of the county tobacco 
has been the leadine; production of the farmers, the 
c1·op, in years past having amounted to as much as 
15,000,000 pounds in one year, which, when com
manding from four to ten d~lars per hundred 
pounds, was a source of very great revenue to the 
people. The attention and efforts of the farmers 
during the past year has been directed more to the 
production~£ corn, wheat, oats, rye, timoth;y an(l 
clover, preparatory, it is hoped, to a more general 
effort in .the future at stock-raising, a business for 
which the county is so eminently fitted. 

WHEAT. 

Wheat has been very success:rillly grown by many 
:farmers, much Of it being of a superior quality, and 

unsurpassed in quantity per acre. The cultivation 
of wheat · will receive more attention from the 
farmers in the future, there now being the largest 
acreage ever sown in the county, and from present 
indicatio11s bids fair in the next harvest to present a 
most abundant yield. The crop of 1879 amounted 
to 272,133 Jmshels. '.l'he COl'n crop of 1879 in Chari
ton County amounted to 4,899,060 bushels, and other 
crops sown retul'ned a correspondingly large yield. 

STOCK RANGE. 

There is yet much good stock range remaining 
uninclosed here. Blue grass grows spontaneously 
everywhere throughout the county, and wherever 
properly cared for, furnishes the Jlnest pasturage · 
for all kinds o:i stock, equal in every respect to the 
famous blue grass region of Kentucky. During the 
past winter the pastures and timothy meadows have 
been very tine, so that little feeding "1.as been 
required for young cattle, sheep and horses. 

The business of raising and :feeding stock, hereto· 
fore not properly appreciated by many· of the 
fai•mers, is now increasing more rapi!lly than any 
other one interest in the county. 

STOCK INTERESTS. 

The following shows the number and kinds of 
stoek ovmed in Chariton County, as ascertained by 
a cai·eful estimate made for that purpose: Cattle, 
40,287; sheep, 22,658; hogs, 78,787; horses, 10,305; 
mules, 3,709; jacks and jennets, 87; cattle fed :for 
market during the :fall and winter, 7,203; hogs fed 
for market during the fall and winter, 31,437. 

TRANSPORTATION .FACILITIES. 

There are sixiy ·seven miles of railroad in the 
county, embracing a portion of the main line and 
two branches of the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacifte 
Railway. The main line, running from St. Louis to 
Kansas City, crosses the county from east to west a 
little south of the center, twenty-eight miles of the 
road being in the county. ·A branch of the same 
road runs from Salisbury, in the centei:, of the eastem 
portion of the county, to Glasgow, on the Missouri 
River,· passing through the southern part of the 
county a distance of sixteen miles. Another branch 
of the road runs from Brunswick, als< on the Mis
souri River, to Omaha, Nebraska, crossing the Han
nibal & St. Joe Railroad at Chillicothe, thirty-nine 
miles from Brunswick, twenty-four miles of which 

· are in Chariton County, and passes up the Grand 
River valley in a northwestern direction. . 

In addition to the many advantages and facilities 
fnrnished by these roads running through the 
county, the Hannibal & St. Joe Railroad, located 
just over the line in Linn County, and extending 
along the entire length of the northern boundary 
line of Chariton, fui'nishes ihe cititens in that 
portion of the county convenient transportation for 
all their surplus stock and produce. While those in 
the southern portion of the ceunty have choice be
tween competing railroad lines and the Missouri 
River which fiows along the southern b9undary of 
the. c.ouuty for a distanoe of forty miles,. thus afford
ing wate1· transportation to llll great commercial 
marts at the lowest rates. 
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FREE SCHOOLS. 

Perhaps no other county in the State possess.es a 
larger public school fund than is to be found in 
Chariton County, or a better system of free schools, 
extending througl10ut all the rural districts of the 
county. '!.'he extensive land grants U1ade by the 
General Government to the .State of Missouri for 
free school purposes, including each sixteei1th sec
tion of land, furnishes a fund suJlicient to maintain . 
a good free school in each school district in the 
county for at least four months in the year. The 
public schools in any district may be continued as 
much longer as may be desired by a vote of the 
people at their annual meeting, fL\'.ing the time and 
rate of taxation for that purpose. 

There are one hundred and fourteen school dis
tricts in Chariton County, in which suitable school 
houses have been erected, and in which there are 
about seven thousand children being educated. 

RELIGIOlIS INTERESTS. 

There are fifty-three <1hurch lrniildings in Chariton 
County, and the church organizations represented 
are the Baptist, Methodist, Presbylel·ian, Christian, 
Lutherans, Episcopalians, ·catholics,, and various 
ether organizations, all sufficiently interested in the 
salvation of mankind to keep the way of life plainly 
in view. 

CITIES .AND TOWNS. 

Keytesville, the county seat, near the center of 
the county, on the WalmRh, St. Louis & Pacific 
Railway, one hundred and seventy-iive miles from 
St. Louis, and one hundred and one from Kansas 
City. Its situation is a high point on !he east bank 
<Of the l\'Inscle Fork, a large ;:;trean1 affording excel· 
lent water-power, ancl surrounded by an inexhaust
ible ·supply of timber suitable for mttnufacturing 
farming implements and furniture, making it a 
favorable point for the location of mttnufac.turing 

establishinents. The court house, !milt of brick, is 
one hundred and ten by sixty-two feet, two stories 
high, cost near $75,000, and is one of the iinest and 
most commodious in the Stttte. Keytes,•ille has 
one newspaper. 

Brunswick is locateu on the l\fissouri River, and 
at the junction of the OmahttBmnchof the Wttbash, 
St. J,ouis ,\:;Pacific Railway. The recent completion 
of the bmnch road to Omaha ttdds new interest to 
the place as a rttilroad center. '!.'he city has two 
newspapers, two t>Ublic school buildings, a commo
dious· city httll, ten churches, six dry goods estab
lishments, nine grocery imd provision stores, three 
hardware and farming implement establishments, 
two lumber yttrcls, three leM tobttcco factories, and 
other business in proportion. 

Salisbury is situated near the center of the eastern 
portion of the county, on the .. Wabash, St. Louis & 
Pacific Hailway, at the jtiuction of the Glasgow 
Branch of that road. It has a popttllttion o·f J.,000, 
one newspaper, l\I:rnoni<I and Odd Fellows organiz::t
tion. There are six dry goods stores, and other 
bnsines·s industries, with the different professions 
proportjonately represented. It is a heautiful 
place, favorably located. 

:fyfount St. Mary's is located in nee nranch town
ship. '!.'he chief object attach.ed to the pla"'e is tile 
institution of learning located there, which was 
:founded by the Prancis01m l<'athers. The institu
tion has an area of twelve acres of laud, beautifully 
parcehld off il1 vineyard, orchard, flower yard an<l 
play-ground for the students. The monastery is 
sixty hy fnrty feet, two stories high; the church is 
forty by thii·ty-five feet, with a tower and bells. 
Besides there is ::t good district s~,hool attached to 
said buildings, which has from sixty to sevent.y 
scholars. 

'!.'here are twelve other tow.:i.s in Chariton County,· 
so lo<~ted in different sections that those living in 
the remotest districts are within a few miles of a 
good trading point. 

CHRISTIAN OOUN1"'Y 

Christian C-;nmty occtipies a central position in 
what is known as Southwest Missouri, bounded 

·<:>n the north by Green and Vi'ebster, on the east by 
Douglas, south by Stone and Taney, and on the 
west by Stone and Lawrence Counties, and em
braces an are::t of561 square miles. Sitn!lted nea~ the 
summit bnt on the sout\lern slope of the Ozark 
range, having, perhttps, an average ele,·ation of ten 
thousand feet abovtt the ocean. The land is gen er
.ally level enough for agricnltural purposes, but 
undulating and well drained, the valleys of the nu
merous small streams being but little depressed 
below the common level. But in the southern and 
eastern portion of the county some of the streams 
'CUt quite Qeep, and th~ hills are abrupt and rise to a 
hight of two or three hundred f()et above the 
"IT&lieys. 

CLIM.ATJ.;, 

No part of the \Yest is more favored aR to climate 
~han c.hristian County. The surface of the county 
J.S rollmg, and near some of the streams hilly and 
sl?pes ~~ntly to the south, being drained by the 
tributanes of White Hi.Yer. The strong winds and 
violent changes of temperature tliat render the 
treel~SIS plains of the \Vest so disagreeable are 
1"an~nghere •. There ~re no swttmps or overJl.owing 
lands from which noxious exhalation c::tn arise. ru 
fa?t the climate is both agreeable and salubrious. 
Wmters are short ,::tlld mild, summers long and 
temper,.te, with a dry atmoBphere favorable to 
hettlth. 

STREAMS. 

The county is well watered by uumet'Qus '"mall 



HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 115 

streams th;tt run swiftly over gravelly beds, none 
large enough for navigation, but affording abund. 
ance of water~power for mill and other machinery, 
and are well suppl.ied with choice varieties of fish, 
and have recently been stocked with California 
salpi.on. 

TIMBER. 

The bottoms of nearly all the streams have a 
hen.vy growth of the useful varieties of timber, such 
n.~ buri· on.k, white on.k, red oak, maple, walnut, wild 
cherry, etc. The slopes nen.r the streams are also 
generally well timbered, but the fiat' and rolling 
lands especially west of Finley, hav,e at no very dis
tant dn.y in the past been prairie lands, but now 
have a growth of fine young hickory, bln.ck-jack, 
plum and crab-apple, with an undergrowth of hazel 
and sumac. The growth indicates the character of 
the soil of these uplands, which is equal to the best 
prairie lands. In: the eastern part of the county 
hills imd valleys alik,e are well timbered. On the 
hills are level lands of considerable extent, gener
ally unoccupied, known as PostOalt, Black Oak and 
White Oak }'lats. · 

WILD FRUITS-
nlackbe1-ries, raspberries, strawberries and per

eimmons are distributed throughout the county. 
Black haw, red haw and crab-apple in the valleys 
and hazel upin.nds. Pawpaw, gooseberries, mul
berries, in rich bottoms, are abundant. Berviceber
ries grow along tbe streams. Huckleberries on 
the flint hills .in southeast portion of the county: 
Grapes, winter and summer, of different varieties, 
grow and intermingle; on good soils they are very 
ilentitul, and of fine variety in Finl.ey bottoms and 
on slopes and uplands near the strealti.. These lands 
are better adapted to vineya.rds than most of the 
lands in the West where that industry is att"mpted. 

SPRINGS. 
The greater portion of Christian County is bounti

fully supplied with springs of excellent water, espe
cially so in the neighborhood of the streams already 
named. The water is what is called hard water, be-. 
ing impregnated with lime, and is cool, healthful 
and agreeable. Several springs in the neighborhood 
of Ozark, issue f1·om caves of eonside1·able extent, 
ha':ing solid limestone walls. The Smallin cave, two. 
miles north of Ozark, is worthy of mention, being 
very large, about fortv feet at the entrance, and re-· 
taiJl.s its size some distance, running back horizon
tally into the hill. 

BUILDING ROCK. 

, Limestone crops out on the breaks near the 
streams, and quarries of goocl building rock may be 
O:QFned h~ many pla,ees. 

1 LE.AD MINES. 

The lead mines two miles south of Ozark, known 
as Alma )fines, are among the richest in Southwest 
Missouri. Two smelters are in operation; and a. 
large amount of lead is 'being raised. On Swan 
Oreek, smelters are operated, and lead in· paying 
quantities is found in diffe\:en:t locations several 
miles apart. The late rise in, the price of lead has 
stimulated mining, and a large mining population 
may soon be expected. This will give a better 
market for many of the surplus products of the 
farms. 

TOWNS. 

Ozark, the county seat of Christian County, is a 
small town pleasantly situated on a slight elevation 
on the east side of )j'inley Creek, and near the 
geographical center of tli.e county. A mail coach 
pasees to and from .the city of Springfield; fifteen 
miles ,distant, daily. The mail is also daily from the 
south. Ozark bas three general stores, one tin and 
stove store, one bakery, one butcher shop, two boot 
and shoe shops, one grist mill, one tobacco factory, 
two newspapers, one carpenter shop, two black
smith shops, one church and one excellent school. 
Finley Creek affords fine water-power, and Ozark 
may ere long be n. manufacturing town. Wild farm
ing lands, one to five miles from Ozark, may be 
bought at from two to five dpllars per acre; improved 
land at from three to ten dollars an acre. 

Billings is sitliated in the western portion of the 
comaty, and on the St. Louis & San Francisco Rail
way, the only railroad town in the county. Billings 
is a lively little business town, and the country is 
fast improving about it. 

Kenton, on l<'inley Creek, six miles east of Ozark, 
has two stores, a mill, blacks:mj,j;h shop, post-office 
and school house, in the midst of a fine farming 
district. 

Highlandville is situated eight miles southwest of 
Ozark, on an oak ftat and near the open highlands 
known as Gideon Barrens, a Jine farming and graz
ing district. There are now several business houses 
and a post-office. Farming lands 11re cheap, and 
there are still some Government lands subject to 
homestead in the Yicinity of HlghlandYillc. 

Sp.li.rta, eight miles east of Ozark, on the divide be
tween Finl.ey and Swan, has a store, post-o1!ice and 
blacksmith shop. This divide has some of the best 
farms in the county, and some excellent lands un
improved, that may be purchased very che0ap. ' 

Boston is situated on Swan Creek, about fourteen 
miles east of Ozark, in the vicinity of Swan Creek 
Mines; has one store and a post-o:tnce. 

Swanville, six miles below, has one store. The 
soil along thi.s creek is black loam and very pro" 
ductive, ·t~e slopes and benches, though not large. 
are very rich. Much of the land yet belongs to th& 
Government, tho11gh the best has been entered. 
Lands with sqme improvement may lle had at froXQ. 
two and a half to ftve doll!lrs per acre. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

Christian County is sound ftnaneially. She has no. 
bonded, debt and there is no ,judgment against the. 
county. Her warrants are wprth one hundred 
cent~ on the dollar. The tax levy for 1879 was, 
$L85 on the $100 valuation. 

OHURC~ES. 

There are but few houses built and used· especially 
for religious worship in the county. Most of the 
church societies meet and worship in the school 
buildings. 

SCIIOOLS. 

There are about filtjr organized public schools in 
the county. The length of term taught in each year 
is six months. Cost of schools the past year, $7,188. 
The capital school fund of the county amounts to. 
about $10,000. 
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CROPS. 
The farmers have good reason to be satisfied with 

the result of their labors the past season. The 
wheat yield was not large, but the quality was very 
:tine. The best wheat lands, when properly cultiva· 
ted, yield from twenty tO thirty bushels per acre, 
Corn, an average crop...:.fifty lmshels per acre is con
sidered a good yield. Oats were injured by the dry 
weather in the early part of the season. Ray cut 
short by dry weather in the spring. Cotton, but 
little planted, the yield was very satisfactory. Po
.tatoes, the yield was very good-both Irish and 
.sweet do well. Vegetables, the yield was bountiful. 

FRUIT. 
Apples, a light crop; peaches almost a failure. 

cherries, a light crop; strawberries, raspberries, 
etc., an average crop. Universally late frosts in the 
spring injured the fruit. 

STOCK. 
The people realized more money this year from 

the sale of cattle, hogs and sheep than they have in 
any one year for several years past. 

SOCIETY. 

The population are peaceable, law-abiding an
intelligent. There has not been a murder commit· 
ted in the county for the past six years, and our jail 
is empty. The county poor farm is only occupied 
by the tenant in charge-no paupers; not a saloon 
in the county. Two weekly papers are published in 
Ozark, and sustained by the population of the 
county-only about 10,000. A considerable number 
of immigrants have come, during the last two years, 
from different States, and all seem to be satisfied 
with the natural advantages, and with the state of 
society. Nearly one-half of those who have settled 
here during the past year, have come from Kansas 
and Texas. It is doubtful whether any portion of 
the West can offer more inducements to persons 
wishing to secure comfortable homes with agree
able surroundings at small expe'!lse than Christian 
County. · 

Industrious farmers, mechanics, miners.and capi
talists with money to invest will :tl.nd situations in 
Ohristian County. 

CLARK COUNTY .. 

This county is located in the extreme _northeast, 
touching' the boundary lines of Iowa and Illinois, 
and is separated from Iowa on the north by the Des 
Moines River, and from Illinois on the east by the 
Father of ·waters. 'I'he surface land is in·incipally 
composed of undulating 1irairie. The portions near 
the creeks and rivers are broken and hilly, except 
in that part bordering on the :lfississippi. The 
streams are skirted with a heavy growth of black 
\Yalnnt, butternut; hickory, sycamorei oak,·ash, elm, 
honey locust, cottonwood, and all other varieties 
indigenous to North 1\fissouri. The greater portion 
of the soil i8 a rich, pliable loam; on the bottoms it 
is a 1~ich, sandy loa1n. There arc 325,238 acres of land 
in Clark County-216,826 being prairie fand and the 
i·emainder, 108,412, timber. Between the Des Moines 
.an(! Fox Rivers lie~ a body of 12,000 acres of bottom 
laud, protected by leveee. This is the finest <;Jiar
acter of corn land in the State. 

RIVERS A...,,.D SPRINGS. 

The . county is watered by the Mississippi, Des 
Moines, Fox, Fabius and \Yyaconda Rivera. Honey, 
Bear and. Sugar Creeks also traverse it and are trib
utary to the Mississippi. The most of these streams 
afford a water-power that might be utilized to ad 
vantage. Factories of the largest class can be, and 
are run upon the Des ~Iofoes. Springs al'e. numer
-Ous, and excellent water can be obtained in all 1iarts 
of the county at depths ranging from ten to forty 
teet. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 

The staples are corn, oats, rye, timothy, wheat, 
potatoes, and blue grass. Beans, buckwheat and 
barley are culth·ated to a considerable extent. Clo
ver and timothy are the pasture grasse8. Clover is 
taking a strong hold in every pal't not tilled. Con
sidcralilc attention is paid to cattle feeding, and the 
location and tra1rnporta~ion facilities afford the ben
efit of both Chicago and St. Louis markets. The 
county is well adapted to fruit-growing, especially 
apples, peaches, pears, eherries ancl grapes. All 
improved farms !Jaye or<:harrls. Many farmers are 
tnrnin~ their attention to ,,·ool-g1·0\vinp:, and find it 
a most profita1Jle inye:::~t1nent. 

RAILROADS • 

The Missouri, Io\ra & Nebraska Railway pasF<es 
from east to west across the county, having within its 
borders twenty-eight miles of triwk. The Keokuk'l'lo 
Kahoka Railroad has twenty-five miles of road-lied 
partially completed. The °Keokuk & Des Moines 
Railroad (branch of Chicago, Rock Island & l'acific 
Railroad) has twenty-five miles of track immediately 
adjacent to the northern ])oundary. The Burlington 
& Southwestern Railroad passes within one mile of 
the northeastern boun?ary. 

l\U.NUFACTORIES. 

There are ·three :fl~uring mills, seven saw mills, 
one woolen faetory, one distillery nnd several plow, 
wagoif, buggy and furniture factories at Kahokii. 
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Athens, Luray, Fairmont an'!!. .Alexandria. ·Also 
located at Alexandria are the machine shops of the 
Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska Railway. There are two 
grain elevators at Kahoka. 

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. 

There ai·c ninety-eight public school houses, hav
ing an attendance of 3,000 children. These schools 
are kept open an average of si:x: months per year. 
'Twenty-five thousand dollars are expended annually 
for teachers' services. Clark County ranks second 
to no county in the State in the inte1·est manifested 
in publi<i education. There is one regularly char
tered college in the county, located at Alexandria. 
'The college has been in successful operation for ten 
years. 

There are twenty church edifices in the county, 
and services a.re also held at many of the school 
houses. All of the protestant denominations are 

represented, and the Catholics have good houses of 
worship at both Alexandria and St. Marysville. The 
Germans have services in their native language in 
four or five places. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

There are three newspapers in the county; Two 
Democratic, the "Democrat" and the "Gazette," 
published at Kahoka, the county seat, and one Re· 
publican, the "Commercial," published at Alexau
dria. 

PRICE OF L.A.ND 

varies according to improvement from :five to :fifty 
dollars per acre. 

TAXATION. 

The rate of taxation for 1880 was $1.40 per $100 
valuation, school tax included. 

OLAY COUNTY. 

Clay Oounty is bounded on the south by Jackson 
County, the Missouri River i;ni.ssing between. .A. 
bndge and splendid steam ferry connects it with 
Kansas Oity, which is a well known city, belonging 
almost as much to Olay Oounty as to Jackson Conn· 
ty, i:ri which it is located. 

RAILROAD FACILITIE". 

Three rai11·oads pass through the county lead
ing to Kansas City, viz.: the Hannibal & St. 
Joseph, the Wabash, St. r,ouis & Pacific and the 
Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Blu:ffs. The 
Chicago, Rocle Island & Pacific also run trains into 
Kansas City. Other surveys are now being made. 
One by the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, who 
claim that they mean to build. The county is well 
supplied with raih·oads. · 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

The county has no ttoating debt. The bonded 
<lebt at eight per cent. interest is about $180,000-a 
decrease of about ljil00,000 il1 the last fifteen years. 
Within the next ten y0ars the whole debt wili be 
paid off. The bonds command a premium of :five 
per cent. There is no taint of repudiation resting 
on Clay.County and never will be. · It is safE! to say 
the county will never be !n debt again a!ter the 
present debt is paid, 

'· 
SCHOOL FACILITIES. , 

Every school district in the· county has a' school 
house where public (free) schools are kept. These 
schools are of the highest character, taught by 
well paid teachers. .Also Wm. Jewell College is 
located at Liberty, the county seat. This is in pro-

cess of being fully endowed, and with its able 
COl'PB of professors is one of the best institutions 
of learning in the State. Clay Seminary .for young 
ladies, located also in Liberty, has an enviable 
r~putatiou. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Eve17 neighborhood in the county has a church ' 
edifice, some of them two. The towns are well sup
plied with churches. There is not a dramshop in 
Olay County, vor an habitual drunkard. This has 
been brought -about-not by refusing license-but 
by a sense of :right among her citizens, inculcated 
by her leaders of public thought and opinion. 

The people are a sober, i:ntelligent, moral and 
industl'ious people; just such a people as one hunt
ing a good home would want to live among. 

THE SURFACE SOIL 

in the large1· portion of the county is a rich alluvium 
from one to :fifteen feet deep;· and will. produce 
corn, hemp, wheat, and all the standard crops equal 
to the best lands in Kentucky and Dlinois. 

Underlying the entire ll!?lands of the county is the 
famous loess subsoil, running down to .the bed
rock, or water level. This is so porous that, by 
capillary attraction, it will support vegetation in 
severe drouths, while it, at the same time, fur· 
nishes admirable drainage. 

The celebrated 

BLUE GRA.SS 

of Kentucky is indigenous here. Only clear away 
the brush ·and undergrowth from land, and it will 
soon be covered with blue grass. This crop-with· 
outthe touch of the plow or the hand of man-for 
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pasturage alone is worth from two to five dollars 
per acre per annum. 

FRUITS, 
sueh as peaches, grapes, cherries, pears, quinces, 
etc., <lo well here, and experience has demonstrated 
that this is the "home of the apple." There are 
many orchards of one thousand trees and over in 
the county. 

The assessed valuation is :j4,275,137, which is about 
one-half of the real value. 

The people are anxious for immigration, and will 
give the immigrant a cordial welcome, and show 
him how to find a good home with rich soil itmong a 
hospitable, law-abiding people, where life and 
property are as secure to any person from any
where as in any other place in America. 

CLINTON COUNTY. 

Clinton County claims the distinction of being the 
sightliest and richest county in Northwest Missouri. 
It lies upon the headwaters of S!llith's Fork of the 
Platte, Castle, Lost Creek, Shoal and Fishing Rivers, 
each running in different directions, thus leaving 
the main body of the county upon the high, broad 
ridges of these interlacing streams. It is in the 
center of that great bend of the Missouri, which 
commences at St. Joseph and ends at Lexington, 
lying about the &ame distance from the river on the 
west as on the south, and being sufficiently far from 
it to exempt its citizens from any detriment to 
health from overflow or malaria, and sufficiently 
neaJ; to get the benefit of the rains and dews gener
ated by its Jlow. It embraces an area of twenty by 
twenty-one miles, its 420 square miles aggregating 
269,000 acres, 200,000 <if which lie within the broad 
prairie ridges, leaving the balance covered by tim
ber. The prairie land is unexcelled in richness and 
depth of soil, producing· in great profusion every
thing natural to this latitude, while the timber 
lands, when cleared, rival the famGus blue grass 
region of Kentucky in the growth of that remarka
ble grass. 

CHARACTER 01'' POPULATION. 

Clinton County was originally largely settled :frem 
Virginia and Kentucky, and many of the old set
tlers still survive, with their children settled around 
them on ma,,"'llificent :farms bought for them at an 
early day. However, the population of the county 
to-day represents all the leading Western and Mid
dle States, as well as large settlements of Germans 
and Irish, and contains a people sufficiently homo
genous in habits, thoughts "and modes of life, to con
stitute them. a body proud of their county-proud of 
its character and high standing in morality and vir-· 
tue; pl·oud of themselves and their thrift, sagacity 
and :financial integrity. 

MATERIAL IMPROVEMEN'.lS. 

Clinton County has no outlying lands, except in 
the timber. The prairie lands are all within field and 
pasture, with crops and herds, virtually in each, the 
very finest productions of the fairest portions of the 
sister States. 'l'he system of farming and i'razing is 

being improved each year by an intelligent yeoman
ry. Its system of roads and bridges is receiving 
the !llOst thorough attention. The lanes are gener
ally lined with trees, .and in some portions of the 
county, under neighborhood systems, form a reg
ular alamanda-with beautiful farm houses and well 
kept grounds interspersed, which presents a pie· 
tnre of comfort and happiness of home. 

RAILROAD FACILITIES. 

The one hundred and one miles of railroad within 
the county, embrace the Hannibal & St. Joseph, 
running along the northern edge; the Kansas City 
Branch, running through the middle of the ca.stern. 
half of the county; the Chicago, Rock Island & Pa
cific, running from the northeast corner through the. 
county seat to the southwest corner, and the Wa
b!LSh, St. Louis & Pacific, running from the south
east,. com.es through the northwest portion to St. 
Joseph, which with the contemplated branch of the· 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific, from the county seat. 
to Kansas City, places the county in the very fore
most rank, and leaves every farmer in the county 
within six miles of a depot, from which he can reach 
any market, and through the competition of the va
rious roads gives him the benefit of the very lowest. 
rates. The 

COUNTY INDEBTEDNESS 

originally consisted of $200,000 of six per cent. 
· twenty-year bonds, issued ten years ago to foster 
the railroad system of the county. Since then the 
interest has been paid promptly, and nearly one
half of the debt has been paid off at par, leaving 
but ~10,000 yet due. A regular sinking fund is. 
levied and collected annually which will wipe out. 
the debt before maturity. ln addition thereto a 
per cent. su:flicient to meet the interest is levied 
and collected annually, which, however, decreases 
every year in amount. 'l'he interest this year 
amounts to lP7,000, while the taxes due the county 
from the railroads amonut to $8,168.33, leaving a 
balance on interest and tax account in the countv's 
favor this year of $668.33. Under the laws under 
which two of our roads were built, after the indebt
ednees has been retired, the tax\)s, State and 
county, go to the .school fund forever. 
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THE PUBLIC !SCHOOL !SYSTEM 

embraces sixty;eight school districts and seventy 
school houses, with 5,392 children betWeen school 
ages. The school fund of this year consists ot :. 

State fund •••.•••••••••••• ,, ...... : .•• $3,955 89 
.county fund .......................... 1,097 ot1 
Township fund .•. , ................... 1,995 86 
School district taxes-estimated ..... 28,000 oo 
Railroad ta..,.es-estimated ........... 3,000 00 

$88,048 81 

Last year there was disbursed for school pur· 
poses $38,000.51. 

The tax levy for the year was: 
State tax............... 40 cents on the $100 
County expenditures'... SO " " 100 
R.ailroa.d interest .. :.... 10 " 100 
Railroad sinking fund. . 10 " 100 
Road tax ....• ~.......... 20 " 100 

Total ............... $110 

It will thus be.s·een that for the ordinary county 
affairs the taxes are very low. ~'he other taxes 
being for railroads built and for the improvement of 
county roads and bridges. · 

The assessed valuation of property in the county 
this -y:ear is $5,834,680. 

THE GRANGE ORGANIZATIONS 

of the county are in a healthy and prosperous con· 
dition. Under the intelligent co-operation and 
direction of these bodies the prosperity of . the 
C011nty has greatly adva,nced, the system of far:m.ing , 
gt'.eatly improved. The attent~on which they.give 
ta all measures looki.ng ia the d_irec1Jion of general 
prosperity and usefulness proves that they not.only ·. 
understand but intend to enforce those systems . 
which they feel necessary to their continual welfare 
and happiness. A notal;ile public feature, as an 

outgrowth ot their work, is tha semi-annual sale of 
short-horns at the county seat, embracing the finest 
specimens of the breed of the most noted animals in 
the country. There are many :tine herds of the purest 
bloods-owned by gentlemen of we8.lth and intern. 
gence-which compare well with the herds from 
which they had their origin, and Clinton County to-· 
day furnishes the country west of us with breeder~, 
just as Kentucky and other States did years ago. 
The farmers generally throughout the county·have 
their :fine a,nimals, and as a consequence the fat 
cattle driven to the St. Louis and Chicago markllto 
are sought for and prized by butchers, and have and 
will continue to take premiums whenever brought 
into competition with those from other section~. 
In the breeding of horses, mules, hogs and sheep, 
our farmers are abreast of those of tha most fav
ored sections, the luxuriance and excellexi.ce of our 
grasses giviifg us great advantage in the full devel
opment of these animals. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

The principal towns of Clinton are Plattsburg, 
Cameron s,nd Lathrop. The first is the county seat 
-old and well improved-with a good court ho1111e
and its society and characteristics partake of the 
older class of settlers. Cameron and Lathrop l;t&vo 
been built since the advent of the railroad, and in 
their appearance, thrHt, enterprise and intelligence 
give evi,dence of the c'haracter of the people wl10 
have built them, and each are the center of a b1111i· 
ness w)lich in its activity and extent is ample evi· 

. deuce of the.ricl! _country that surround them: 

LAND. 

Land in Clinton j)ounty cal;l be bought froxr;i.ftfteeo. 
:to forty 'dollars per acre. There are inany farms 
that should be subdivided, and like all other COU.•l· 

ties many farms for sale . 

. ' 'J 

COL~ ·COUNTY. 

Oole County, in ·position, iir .th'e pivotal county of 
the State. Geographically it is as near the center 
o(the State as inay be, and its capitol tow:ti., Jefl'e:r· 
sdn Olty, is tlie·capitol of the State, and its political 
OO~ter~·, 1 • • • • • ., 

its area, in round numliers, is 240,000 acres. · In · 
geographiclLl: position:, it is, with r'e:fere:tice to it.s 
boundaries, ati:Uost an equilateral triangle, its apex 
being :fornied on the east by the junction of the Mis- ' 
souri and t}J.e Osage rivers, the :former :fo:rrning'its 
northwestern ·boundary for a distance o'f thirty 
miles, and th~ latter its southe11atern boundarj" for·· 
ne&,rly the same distance, thus enabling- the eotiilty 
to enumer!Lte among its commercial advantages, a. 
J).ayiga.ble river line of about sixty nilles. · 
·The greater portion of its surface is hilly, but it is 

traversed with numerous valleys of · exhaustless · 

,fetin:!.ty, througll ~hich .~ourile streams or'llvm~ 
'water; so tb'.at every part of th~ county iS well wa· .. 
tered, and no tract of tarming-land is without a 
copious suppiy of this all'·lmpl>rtant element o! 
prosperity. . · , . · · 

Dividing the oounty into· halves, on the north and 
south, is the Moreau, a rivulet .of moderate propor
·tion, that traverses a wonderfully charming and 
'.Picturesque valley, that empties . .into the Missouri, · 
four miles above the mouth of the Osage. Tribu· 
·tary to .this stream. are numerous .other smaller 
streams, notably Honey Creek, into which streLcll 
other: remarkably. beautiful valleys, all of great fer· 
tility and productiveness. Then tluire are count· 
less tributaries of the Missouri and the Osage, all 
coursing through valleys of transcendent b·es,uty 
and adaptation to the wants.of husbandry. 



TIM:SElt RESOURCES; 

covering these hilly slop'es and intervening val
leys· is a 'dense gi·owth of the timbers that enter 
largely into use· for manufacturing purposes-:-oaki 
ash; elm, hickory, walnut, sycamore, and cot'ton
wood-though, strange· as it may seem, the "tie 
trade" is the only industry to which the native tlm· 
bers of the county are tributary. 111 railroad ties a· 
large business· is done. It is not an exaggeration to 
!'lay thttt the yearly product of the· timber lands of 
Cole Connty in ties that go to 1.mild the great roads 
of Kansas, Neb1·aska, Iowa and Colorado, is not less 
than $100,000 in value. That a great industry might 
be built np in the lumbering of timbers suitable for 
manufacturing purposes of every description, in 
which the county abounds, is capable of easy dem
onstration. There are not a hali dozejl saw mills 
in operation in the county; but lumbering is, to 
some extent, an industry of the county. It is an 
industry, however, that might be greatly extended, 
and seems to be awaiting the hand of the indus
trious .in1migrant to give it a" boom." 

M:r.NERAL RESOURCES. 

In the western J>ortion of the county, where the 
broad prairies of Monit0au and the far west break 
11p into the b0autifnl)lllls,huge pockets ofbitumin· 
ons coal are fouI!d, and in all the southwestern part 
of tli.e county rich deposits of lead are found. The 
m.inillg population of the county.at present directly 
depending llPO:ii. the operation of. the coal and lead 
mines of the county does not exc:ced 250. There· is 
room for increase. · 

MANuFACTURING RESOURCES •. 

The manufacturing resouroes of the oounty are 
almost entirely undeveloped. .Although sheep hus· 
ba.ndry is already a great industry and promises to 
be much greater, there is not a woolen mill, or even 
two carding machines in the eonnj;y. There is a 
grand opening for a woolen mill at or near JeffersoJ;l 
City in this county. 

The :ftonring mills of the county have an enviable 
reputation throughout the East, and. deservedly. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. 

The area of the county is 24.-0,000 acres, of which 
60,000 are in cultivation, leaving 180,000'acres not. in 
cultivation. The average riumbei: of 8.cres to the 
:fartn in cliltivation is sixty. 

Tlie product of the 60,000 acres in cultivation is 
about as follows: 

Of wheat, 30,000 seres, 4.IS0,000 l:lnshels, 
value •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••• $490,000 

Of oats, 12,000 acres, 850,000 bushels, 
value. • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • . • • . • • • • • • l-06,000 

Of corn, 111,000 acres, 480,000 bushels, 
value ........ ; •••••••.•.••••••.•••••• 144,000 

Of meadow, 8,000 acres, 16,000 tons, 
value .•.••••••.••••••••••.•••.•.••••• · 160,000 

Total production 1n value •..••• $900,000 
Or an average production of filteen dollars per 

am-e cultivated. 

That the 180,000 acres of tmi\nproved !ari.ds of Cole 
CW,unty,, r~nging in price_frqm two to twelve <j.ollars 
per acre, crin he made into 2,000 additional fanii.s of 
good tillabla lan<;l, furnished with prosperous home~, 
under the most beneficent sun, and in the most 
genial climate in all tbe wide earth, and capable of 
a productiveness equal to the foregoing; for 10,000 
additional inhabitants, is unc1uestioned. 

In the forgoing statement, no a.ccount is't.aken of 
the gi·eat productiveness of the fruit orch11rds of the 
county, of which there are many, of apples and 
peaches .nnd pears; nor is any account taken of the 
business of the farm in cattle, sheep, horses and 
mules, of all of which the animal product is large. 

That the county is well adapted to sheep hus
bandry, is beginning to attract the attention of 
farmers, especially among New Englandel'.s and 
1>ther Eaetern farmers. 

DEBT AND TAXES. 

The debt of the county ls $130,ooo in six per cent. 
bonds. The treasury oontains a surplus of scver1•l .... 
thousand dollars, and county wan·anta are at par. 
The taxable wealth of the county is ~.002,000, and the 
rate of taxation for all, State, county aml s11hool pur-

. poses for tJ1e current year, will not cxce\id one 
lnilL 

SCHOOL FACILITIES. 

Every part of the county la provided with publ.il) 
schools. The county and State funds arising from 
congressional endowments affording them a large 
percentage of their generous support, and relieving 
the citizens to a large extent fmm the-payment of 
Nee for their support. 

. The chief town of the county is Jefferson City. 
Built on the rocky bluffs that overhang the AU~souri 
.River, its location is high and hea!tl1y, and 'vi~h 
those great trans-continental highways of commerce 
at her feel, the Missouri Pacific Railroad, the Chi· 
cago & .Alton Railroad, supplemented by the Mis
souri River and the Osage River, no inlnnd city In 
the West surpasses her iu commercial·advantages. 

With the Osage Valley and abonnding hul ranges, 
aµ.d all their vast resources of wealth in ·forest, 
field and mine as tributary, there is no town 
in the West tbat offers greater manu:facturill.g 
facilities. 

Knowing the great value of manufacttll'l.ng in pro
moting the prosperity of a city, the 1"Gn of wealth 
and the cityitsclf stand ready to offer liberal terms to 
sooure them. There are numerous eligible sites for 
:factories in the city, which eli.n be had at terms ot . 
the most ·advantageous kind, and every encourage
ment is.tendered those who wlll engage in.operating . 
them. · · · 

The pop_ulatiou of tlle city is 6,000; ita ta:ia1l>le 
...-ealth, .$1,000,000. . . 

Cole county is studded over with thrivingvillages. 
Osage City, Toas, St. Thomas,Brazito, IDckory Hill,. 
Decatur, Russelville, Elston's, Marion and Center
town, each having a prosperous local trade and all. 
excellent points for manuf~tUring pursuits. 
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SOCIAL PRIVILl!"JGJ;;S. 

Schools of the first order of excellence, clmrches 
cf every denomination, and societies for benevolent 

•objects; good roads; convenient mal·kets; railroad 
tl'cilities provided and more projected; navigable 

waters, making of the co11nty nlmost au island, are 
among tile many provisions already made for social 
comfort, nnd it may be said that no part of the great 
West presents more snbstantinl inducements to im
migration than Cole County. 

COOPER COUNTY. 

Coop!ll' is one of: the <'lentral countio~ of tho State, 

situated on the south side or the :Missouri River, 
which forms 'its northern . lionndary line. It is 
bounded on t.lie wcs1; bv 8ali1w an<l l'ettis Counties, 
on the south b;r l\forgn.n an<! Mo11itei1u, and on tho 
east by lllonitoau. 

SUHI!'ACE CHAHAC'l'EIUSTTCS-SOIL AND 

·T,IMBER. 

rt hns 1ui. area oi 31iu,172 acres, which is abo11t 
cc1ually divided !Jetwccn rmtirio aud timbered 
land, while these may be subdivided into bottom 
lands imd uplands. '.l'he southern and central 
porti<ms of the county 11re composed chiefly 
of im1irio, and tho eastern, weRtcrn and northern of 
timber l:Lnd. c'ompamtively a very small portion of 
tlrn htnds are 1msuita1Jlc for agriculturnl purposes, 
rrnrl 1.lwt is fiw more valuallle on account of the 
rieh dcilosits of minerals which underlie it. The 
ch!1rac1 er of tho soil, of coui-se, varies, according as 
it is timl.><1red or pntirie, ll'rwland or u11ln11d, Jmt it is 
all exceedingly fertile ltnd productive, as is well 
1.ttteHtc1d by its natural timber rn·oductious, which in 
the upland 1irc hackl;lerry, elm, wild cherry, honey 
locmst, coffee tree, piglrnt, hickory, chestnut, burr 
oak, JJlllcl a11d white walnut, mulberry, pawpaw, 
-etc., ttnd iu the bottoms, elm, sugar maple, ash, 
cherry, locust, linden, sycamore, buckeye, burr 
oak, shell-bark, blackberry, hickory, lllack walnut, 
I>lum, mulbeny, etc. "'.l'his soil," snys Professor 
Swallow, fOrmerly State Geoloi,>1st, "is very }Jrci

<lu(1tive, and so deep aud porous that the ci-ops 
are but little effected by dry and wet seasons." 
The richness and fertility of the prairie lands 
is indicated !Jy the luxurinnt growth of grasses 
which ori{\"inally covered them, and the magnificent 
crops of corn aud wheat they now produce. The 
bottom lands borde1· the many streams which 
traverse the county imd arc very fiat, while extend· 
ing back of these aud in some places rising in abrupt 
JJln:ffs are the uplands, which, as they recede, form 
high rolling ·timbered !!Inds and ·broa.il imd~ 
prairies. · · 

'.PRICE OF LAND. 

'.rhe average price of the improved and eulti• 
vated . lauds is f:t'om ten to twenty dollars per · 

acre, and of the uncultivated land from five to .ten 
dollars per acre, while small _farms in the best agri
cultural districts can be rented for from two to three 
dollars per aci-e, or one-third of the crop. 

STRJ<:AMS AND SPRINGS. 

'.rile county has several splentlid streams of water 
whi<lll, with their tributaries, traverse every neigh
bo1·hood. The Lamine and Bfackwater Rivers and 
their numerous tributaries wnter the western por· 
tiou of the county. The Petit Saline and its i-ribu· 
tnries the eastern and central, and the Moniteau 
and its branches the southern. Never failing 

springs of fcresh water abound in every direction_ 
and water can be found anywhere within a few feet 
of the. surfaee. '!'here are also salt springs in 
several localities, which in an early day supplied 
the surrom1ding country with all the salt it used, 
aud also minc1·nl springs which are valuable on 
account o~ their medicinal properties, the most 
noted of which is tho Chouteau Springs, in the 
western part of the county. 

MINERALS. 

Coal of a ;•ery excellent quality and in great 
abundance is found i11 various parts of the county, 
and in the western portion lead and iron exist in 
considerable quantities. Very superior buildhig 
stone is abundant, and a marble which Professor 
Swallow says" exists in great quantities on Lamine 
:River, in Cooper County, and is ndmirably adapted 
to many ornamental purposes;" also, hydraulic 
limestone, which the same .eminent authority says 
"resembles the hydraulic strata at Louisville." 
The very finest brick clay is plentiful, and immense 
deposits of excellent potter's clay are found iu 
many localities. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

But notwithstanding the immense stores of wealth 

that lie beneath her soil, the rich forests that cover 
her hills and valleys, and the magnificent strea!ns 
which extend in every direction, thus making her 
one o! the most favored spots on the continent for 
the development of mining and manufacturing in
iei:ests, Cooper CoUllty is one of the foremost 
~ltural counties in the State, and her peo
ple look to the development of agricultural re
sources as their surest hope of future weal th 
and greatness. Professor Campbell, in an artitlle 
upon "The Material Wealth of Missouri," publi.Shed 
in Switzler's History of the State, says: "The 
County of Cooper a1one produces yearly :from its 
farms more than one-half the value of all the an
nual mineral i)roducts of the State." This seems 
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almost fabulous, yet it does not give the least .con
ception of the capabilities and possibilities of the 
county. Only when it is considered that there is 
not produced a one-hundredth part of what the 
soil is capable of, can its resources be fully appre
ciated and understood. But little more than one
half of the lands a1·e nO\V cultivated, and those that 
have never been made to produce to their full 
capacity, because the farmers here, as in every new 
country ;where land is rrnh and plentiful, have 
hitherto relied more upon the fertility of the soil 
than upon labor and skill for the production of their 
crops. Owing to the climnte and the vadety of her 
soils, Cooper County produces nearly everything 
that grows on the continent. Wheat, corn, oats, 
barley, buckwheat, blue grass, timothy, rye, clover, 
millet, tobacco, broom corn, sorghum, castor beans, 
potatoes turnips, and all kinds of garden vege
tables, a;.e the common products of the soil, while 
apples, peaches, pears, plums, apricots, cherries, 
grapes, and other fruits, are grown in the greatest 
abundance. The census of. 1870 shows that only 
three counties in the State, of an equal or less area 
and population, surpassed Cooper County in the 
annual result of their agricultural productions; that 
only four of an equal or"less area and population 
produced more corn, and only three, more wheat. 
The apple crop for one year has been esti~ted at 
30 ooo barrels. Grape culture is another very im· 
p~rtant branch of industry in Cooper County, it 
being one of the lea.ding counties in the State in 
that particular. The climate and soil seem pecu
liarly adapted to the culture of sever:Ll hrieties of 
the grape, the most common of which are the Vir
ginia seedling, Concord and Catawba. Large quan
tities of wine of a very superior quality are annually 
made in the vicinity of. Boonville, the county seat, 
whose ·surrounding hills covered with vineyards 
have given it the appellation of the "Vine Clad 
City of Missouri. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

Cooper County is splendidly provided with every 
facility for raising stock, and that business is now 
very successfully and extensh•ely engaged in, since 
it ranks the filth in tl&.e State according to its size 
and population. Besides the immense number of 
cattle, horses, mules, sheep and hogs annually 
raised for the ordinary markets, there.are a number 
of persons engaged in breeding 1ine stoek, some of 
whom have wide reputations. 

COMMERCIAL ADV ANT.AGES. 

As to her commercial advantages, Cooper is not 
su:lpll.llSed by a county in the State. The Missotlri 
Paciftc Railway skirts her entire southern border. 
The O~age Valley & Southern Kansas Railroad runs 
from Boonville, on the Missouri River, in a sou,tllerly 
direction through the center of the county, a dis
tance of ,twenty-four miles to the Missouri Paci.tic, 
and is now ,being rapidly extended towards the 
southern part of the State; and the Missouri, Kan
sas & Texas Raihvay runs from .Boonville in a 
southwesterly direction through the. county a dis
tance of twenty miles, while the Missouri Rive.
washes her entire ·northern boundary, thus giving 
every neighborho9d a convcenient outlet and an 
easy market for its products. There are seventeen 

railroad stations within her borders or in close 
proximity thereto, besides numerous shipping 
points ·on the Missouri River and the Lamine which 
traverses the western part of the county and is 
navigable for a number of miles from its month. 

RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL. 

People seeking new homes always wish to know 
something of the religious and educational advan
tages of the county to which they are invited, and 
especially is this information desirable to those seek
ing homes in the West, where Missourians are sup
posed by Eastern friend~ to be a parcel of semi-ciYil
ized creatures, who neither regard man or fear God. 
No· State in the Union surpasses Missouri in ·its. 
pµblic school system, and no county in the State is. 
in advance of Cooper in adapting itsell to that. 
system. There are in tlte county one lmndred and 
two public school building>!, all well constructed 
and comfortable, and some handsome and. expen. 
sive, and they are so well distributed oyer· 
the county that a school house is in a con. 
venient distance of·almost every farm. In additio~ 
to the public schools there are a number of private 
schools ,and academies, some .of which are quite 
noted. There a1·e seventy church buildings in tbe, 
county belonging to the Baptist, Methodi"t, Oum. 
berland Presbyterian, Christian, E1iiscopal, C:ttho
lie, Lutheran and other denominations. The people, 
are enlightened, intelligent, penceful :ind prosper
ous; they fully realize that a greater population is 
needed to develop the country, and tbe hand of 
welcome wi!J. be extended to every" good man, no 
matter what may be his race or nationality, his, 
politics or religion, who will come and help to 
make the country what God intended it should ba 
-the g:reatest on earth. 

POPULATION, WEALTH, ETC. 

The population of the county is now estimated at; 
25,000 inhabitants, and is comp~e~ chie:fly of people 
from· the States of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,. 
Indiana, Virginia, North and South Caroli!ias, Ten• 
riessee, and Kentucky, and also from Ireland. and 
Germany. The German population especially is 
very large. The assessed valuation of the property 
of the county is now more than six millions of 
dollars. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Boonville, the county seat, is situated on the south.. 
bank Of the :Missouri River. It is a bea'atiful town, 
conta.Uling about 5,000 inhabitants, and is noted fol' 
its wealth and culture, its intelligence and hospital
.tty, its splendid schools. and elegant churches. ):t, 
has two railroads; one of which, the Missouri, Kansas 
& Texas, crosses the Mi.Ssonri River here on a,. 
splendid iron bridge, 1,637 feet long, which cost one. 
million dollars. No town in the State is more con
veniently situated or blessed with greate1•. natural 
advl;tlltages. It is in the midst of one of the :flnest. 
agricultural districts in the ·'vorld; the eonntry·· 
around it is beautiful .nnd picturesque, the climn,te 
is pleasant and healthy, coal, wood and water are. 
abundant, and easily obtained, thus making it one 
of the most desirable localities for manUfacturing· 
purposes that can be found anywher( • · It has two. 
lumber mills, one of which,is very large and engageQ. 
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exclusively in sawing walnut lumber for Eastern 
·markets; three large flouring mills, Ji woolen fac
tory, a foundry, four wagon and carriage manufac
tories, three potter ware and two bane! factories, 
one packing establishment, a large tobacco factory, 
and three extensive brick yards. It has two· 
public schools, six flourishing private sehoofs, 
and ten churches. The other principal towns 
<>f the count.y are Otterville, Bunceton, Pilot 
Grove, ~alestine, Pleasant Green, Prairie Hnme, 
and Overton. 

SUMMARY. 

From this brief and necessarily imperfect descrip
tion Of a few Of the leading characteristics Of 
Cooper County, it will readily be seen that she pos
sesses rare advantages, and presents to the immi
grant-no matter what may be his occupation
unrivaled inducements. Her extensive forests, 
broad prairies, vn1uable mines, fertile soils, numer
ou3 streams, genial climate, and varied resources, 
offer comfort and plenty to the industrious and de
serving of every clime and every pursuit. 

OI~AWFOED COUNTY. 

Orawf(ird is the Reeoml eounty soltthwest of St. 
Louis, through which tho St. I.ouis & Smi. l!'rancisco 
Railwriy pnsses. It is also intersected by the St. 
LouiA, Salem .'<; T.ittle Uock Railroad, ancl contains 
two hrituch railroads leading to two of its iron 
mines. 

AREA AND SUHPACE CTIAHAOTERISTICS. 

Its m·ett is 1tbout 800 square miles, or 512,000 acres, 
·of which 11bout 50,000 itro improved. 

The snrf!wo of the ~onnLy is generally rolling and 
mostly ti mbei:cd, with all the varieties of hard and 
soft wood that grow in this latitude. 

1-'hor(l ar(J hllls, ridges, valleys, bottoms, fiat up
lam.ls, and some prairie. 

1.'lte princip11l stre:1ms · are the Mcramec, which 
traverses the con:nty from southwest to northeast, 
,Courtois, Hl1zz:t, Dry Crock, Crooked Cre(lk, Benton 
Creek, Olear Creek, Brush Creek, Whittenburg and 
Yadkin. 

SOIL AND AGRlOUI,TURAJ, PRODUCTS. 

Good bottom land is found along these streams, 
and rich Roil is also in the valleys. The uplands, 
though riot so rich, are well adapted to the growing 
<>f wheat and other small grain. There is 110 swamp 
land of consequence in tile county. . 

Besides being well adapted for raising grain of all 
kinds, tile county cannot be excelled in growing 
grass, potntocs, melons, and raising fruit and all 
kinds of stock. '.!.'he unimproved land is a vast pas
ture, and the laws of the State do not require stock 
to be enclosed. 

Acorns, walnuts, haz~l-nuts, hickory-nuts and 
ha<ikberries often furnish su:fficient feed to keep 
hogs nearly through the winter. 

Of the wild fruits there are crab-apples, cherries, 
plums, persimmons, pawpaws, gooseberries, black
berries, raspberries, whortleberries, strawben·ies, 
.serviceberries, mulberrias, hackberries, black haw, 

·red haw, sugar haw; and a great variety of grapes. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

Coar has beeu discovered in a few places. Iron 
and lead are the chief minerals and are found in 

great quantities·. Several iron banks were <liseov
ered within the last ycm·. 

There are two iron and one lead fllrnaces in the 
county, and from ten to fifteen iron mines, employ
ing hundreds of men and teams. These make a 
home market for farm products at good prices. 

The machine shops of the St. I,ouis, Salem & 
Little Rock Railroad arc located at Steeleville, the 
county seat, where there is also an academy that 
has been kept up for twenty-seven yeai·s, and has 
benefited society fifty miles itround. 

TOWNS. 

The town of Cuba is located on the west side of 
Simpson's Prairie, x1inety miles ·from St. Louis, -on 
tiie St. Louis & San l!'rnneisco Railroad. The junc
tion o:f the St. J,ouis, Salem & Little Rock is at this 
place. There is a steam grist, rnw and planing miU
in the town; also, other nutnnfactories, churches, 
schools, hotels ancl otherbusiness houses. 

Other live towns are Keysville, Cook's Station, 
Iron Ridge, Leasburg, Bourbon, Scotia· and Mid
land. 

EDUCATIONAL AND S.A.NITARY. 

There are seventy-three public schools in the 
county. 

1.'he county being in South Missouri, and about 
six hundred feet above the level o:f the Mississippi 
mver at St. Louis, is healthy, ancl possessed of a 
climate otherwise desirable. 

THE CHANCE I!'OR A FARM. 

As there are more than400,000acres of unimproved 
land in the county, of which 15,000 'itG?ei! D~iong to 
the United States, and is subject to entry, this is 
destined to be one of the leading mineral counties 
of the State, thereby causing every foot· of agricul· 
tural land to be. taken up .ancl cultivated to profit. 

Improved farms now sell at from :five to :fifteen 
dollars per acre, and unimproved lands at from :fifty 
cents to :five dollars per acre. ' 

FINANCIAL. 

The county has but mtle debt, and the taxes are 
light, and the present county court promises to issue 
no more dram.shop liccru;es. 
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DADE COUNTY. 

Dade County lies in the third tier of counties 
north from the Arkansas line, and in the second 
east from the Kansas .line; occupying the central· 
portion of that fertile and beautiful portion of the 
State known as Southwest Missouri, and situate on 
the western slope of the Ozark Plateau, at an eleva
tion ofl,300 feet above the level of the sea. It contains 
320,000 acres of land about equally divided between 
timber and prairie. Several bold, swift streams 
:flow through the county from south to north, fur
nishing unlimited water-power; the number of 
miles of streams which can be and are utilized for 
that purpose', amounting to fifty- seven. The face of 
the country along these streams is rolling upland, 
covered with a dense growth of oak, hickory, black 
walnut, ash, and other hard wood, while the bot
toms are exceedingly rich, and are covered, where 
not cultivated, with a luxuriant growth of soft 
maple, sycamore, elm and black walnut. Several 
small but fertile prairies are found between these 
streams on the uplands, well settled and under a 
high state of cultivation. West of these streams, 
and composing the entire western half of the 
·county, the broad and t,ertile prairies stretch away 
to the great plains. The streams which water this 
grand region :flow but a few feet below the general 
level of the prairie, and are bordered with narrow 
strips of timber. 

SOIL. 

The uplands in the eastern part of the county 
consist of a red clay subsoil, covered with what is 
termed a "mulatto" soil, which, for wheat and 
tobacco, is unsurpassed. The valleys along the 
streams consist .of alluvial deposits of rich Llack 
loam overlaying sub-deposits of clay and gravel, 
and yields corn a.-eraging from eighty to one hun
dred bushels per acre, according to thoroughness of 
cultivation: The prairie is similar to that of Illinois 
and Iowa, and grows all kinds of cereals in extra 
abundance. '\Yater is fotmd in abundance at n 
depth of from twelve to twenty-five feet, of the best 
quality and entirely free from alkali or other dele
terious ingredients. 

LAND AND CULTIVATION. 

About one-fourth of the land in Dade County is 
under cultivation. There are about three thousand 
acres of Government land in the county subject to 
pre-emption and homestead. The unimproved 
lands are pretty evenly distributed throughout the 
county. and consist of both timber and prairie. 
Impro,·ed farms can be purchased at from eight to 
twanty-:il.ve dollars per acre; unimproved land at 
from 'two to eight dollars, according to qua!Hy and 
location. There are thousands of acres of this 
cheap prairie land only awaiting purchasers, which 
mil pay for itself the Jl.rst erop. l!'encing material 
coru;ists of stone, rails, wire, plank or. O;;age Orauge, 
the latter of which is indigenous to the soil, and is 
used 11lmost exclusively in the prairie portion of the 
county. 

THE CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

Situated in the latitude of Richmond, Virginia, 
the winters are mild and short, while the elevation, 
combined with pure breezes from the West during 
the summer, tempers the heat, which is felt in other 
regions in tne same latitude. With two 01· three 
exceptions the mercury has not fallen below zero in 
ten years, waile in summer it seldom rises above 
ninety degrees in the shade. Verv little snow falls 
and stock requires little feed d~·ing the so-called 
winter months. The prevailing di~eases are pneu
monill; in a mil<l type during the winter months, and 
ague to the same extent, and in isolated c11ses, and 
owing to causes incident to opening up and turning 
the virgin soil in all new countries. Lung arnl uron- · 
chial diseases are comparath·ely unknown. The 
water is pure and healthful, and springs of bard and 
soft water fiow from every hillside in never-failing 
strea1ns. 

.A.GRICULTDRl<) .A.ND PRODUCTION. 

Everything can lle raised here which grows in 
this latitude. There is no region in the '\Vest bet
ter adapted to the production of grain, fruit and 
vegetables. The :finest quali);y of wheat is raised, 
with mills at our doors to convert it into ilour. 
1Vinter wheat is grown excltrnively, yiel<ling from 
fifteen to thirty bushels per acre. Co1n is perhaps 
the leading crop. Most of the crop is fed in the 
country, and large herds of cattle and hogs are 
annually driven into the county from other sections 
for this purpose. Other productions of tho soil are 
castor beans, oats, bariey, millet, flax, broo,m corn, 
sorghum, buckwheat .and rye, Irish and sweet 
potatoes, turnips, carrots, tobacco and cotton. Of 
the grasses, timothy, red top, blue grass and clover 
do well. 

What Dade County's agrieultural resources are 
the following statistics prepared by the Count; 
Assessor, for the year 1879, will show: 

No. of acres in wheat............... 22,000 
No. of bushels....................... 308,000 
No. of acres in corn .•.••.. ·- .•.••••. I 55,000 
No. of bushels_ ......•.......•....•..• 1,025,000 
~o. of acres in oats ..••••.•••••••• ."; 4,000 
No. of bushels ..•.•.•.•• :·... •.••. .• 80,000 
No. of acres in timothy............. 7 ooo 
No. of tons . . • • . . . . . . •• ••. . • •• . . • • • . • 1:000 
No. of acres in fiax.................. 900 
No. ofbushels....... ....•. .••••.•... 4,9,50 

A moderate estimate of the value of the eereals. 
above. mentioned would give results as follows: 

Whoa t ................••......•........ $246,400 

g;~::: :::::·.::::::: :::::: ::~·.-.:::: :: ::: ~~:: 
Timothy .•.•.....•..•••••••.•..••••.... 42,000 
Flax •.••.....••••.••.•.••.•..•...•••. _. 6,187 

Total .•.......•.•••••..•...••.•• f795,88'l' 
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STOCK-RAISING. 

Stock-raising is one of the leading ·industries. 
The meadows and wild grasses furnish a never-fail
ing sup)?ly of grazing, and hay, while the immense 
crops of corn and ollts raised in the county enables 
.one to engage in ~he business with a certain pros· 
pect of remunerative profits. 

The following is the number and value of .lite 
stock owned in the county in 18\9: · 

No. Value. 
Cattle ••••••..••...•••••••. 20,522 $359,000 
Horses .••••••••••••••••• ·•• 5,578 260,000 
Mules .••.•••..•••••• ; • • • • 1,600 95,650 
Asses and Jennets........ 53 3,500 
Hogs ••••.•.••••••••••••••• 29, 783 75,000 
Sheep •••••••••••••••.••••• 13,096 22,000 

Total value •••••••••••••••••••••• $815,150 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

Coal, lead, h-on, zinc and fire clay are all found in 
Dade County in immense deposits. 

The coal deposits of tbe Osage Basin extend into 
the no1·thwcsteru portion of Dade County, covering 
about fifty square miles of her territory, and con
sist of three stratas, the upper, or one now worked, 
being three feet in thickness, and is of a superior 
quality, and makes excellent coke. Coal sells at the 
banks at about two dollars per ton. 

Large depoAits of iron ore exist in tbe northern 
portion of the county, but are not workecl on account 
of .lack of means of transportation to· market. Be· 
fore the war, several small furnaces and foundries 
supplied this section with irou, but these were de
stroyed, and have not since been rebuilt. 

Fire c,lay of a superior quality exists in large 
deposits in the southeastern portion of Dade County. 
It is used extensively by the Corry and Ash Grove 
Lead Furnaces. 

Zinc was discovered, in 1874, at various places in 
the eastern part of .the county. These deposits are 
practicably ine:x:ha ustible, and consist of carbonate, 
silicate and blende. 

.Amount of zinc mined and shipped from Dade 
County since the discovery ot mineral in 187;1, is as 
follows: 

Carbonate and blende ••••••••••• 18,000 tons. 
Silicate .. : .••.••••••••••••.. • •••••• 19,000 

'l'otal .••••••••••••••• ~ ........ 37,ooo tons.· 
.Lead was discovered, in the spring of .1875, in 

the northea~tern portion of the c.ounty. The first 
boulde1· struck was a solid mass of 50,000 pounds of 
almost pure lead. Since then a town (Corry) has 
been built, three· smelting furnaces and one slag 
:furnace erected, and lead mining is one of the lead
ing industries of the county. The mines are o:wned 
and worked by the Dade County Mining & Smelting 
Company, composed of citizens of the county. The 
mineral ls found in poc1'ets or deposits at from a few 
inches to a hundred feet, the greatest depth yet 
reached, and coveJ;"s .an area. of about two square 
miles, but there is no doubt as to the existence of 
other equa,lly rich deposits in the vicinity. From 
the secretary of tjle mining eoinpany it ls learned 
that the above company have mined and smelted at 
their fllrnaces at Corry, since the first day of June, 

1875, 2,066,000 pounds of pig lead. The quality of the, 
lead and zinCl ores mined· in the county are said to. 
be the best in th<> State. There are good opEin.ings. 
in Dade County for· capitalists, and for active, in
dustrious miners. Her .mineral wealth has only· 
been t_ouched, and not developed . 

MANUFACTURES. 

Dade County contains all the elements which go. 
to make up manufacturing communities-lead, coaJ,. 
iron, zinc, :fire clay, excellent building stone, timber· 
of good quality and unlimited water-power, with an 
agricultural region in· the midst capable of feeding· 
thousands of operatives. ·The county contains sev
en excellent fiouring mills driven by water; two. 
first-class fiouring mills driven by steam-nine in· 
all; one cotton gin, driven by water; one wool card
ing mill, four saw mills, driven by water, and about 
a dozen driven by steam; four lead furnaces; one 
distillery; two or three small wagon factories; and 
an excellent potpery. 

MERCANTILE MATTERS. 

The capital invested in the mercantile business in 
Dade County is large, but'. to ascertain the exact 
amount would be difficult. By inquiry, the annual 
sales of goods, wares and merchandise in Dade 
County, for the year 1879, as near as cari be ascer, 
tained were as follows: 

GreenJ!,eld .••••••.•••••..•••••••..••.•• $175,000 
:Oadeville................... •• . •.• • • •• . • 75,000 
Rock Prairie.;......................... 50,000 
Arcola................................. 80,000 
Cedarville.............................. 45,000 
Corry .••••• ; ........................... 20,000 
King's Point ..••••••• ·.................. 15,oOO 
Tnriiback.......... •• ... • •• • • • .... •• •• • • 15,000 
Chambersville.... •• • • •• • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • '12,000 

Total .......................... : •••••. $487,000 

RAILROAD F AGILITIES. 

The Sp1"lngfleld & Western :Missouri Railroad, now 
being completed, runs through the county from 
east to west; the number of miles in the county 
being about thirty-two. This road connects with 
the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad at Spring
:fleld, and with the Missouri, Kansas·& Texas Rail
way, and Missoul"i River, Fort Scott, & Galveston 
Railroad, at Fort Scott, Kansas; giving us connec· 
tioil both with X:ansas City and St. Louis. The Se
dalia, Warsaw & · Southern Railroad, a' narrow
gauge, is building from Sedalia south to ·some point 
on the St. Louis & San Francisco road, and the main 
line, or a branch thereof, will run through Dade 
County from north to south. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Dade County shows a commendable zeal in hel' 
educational interests. The following statistics re· 
specting the pu)llie schools of the county are culled_ 
from the School Commissioner's report for 1879: 

No. of persons in t:tie county betWeen 
the ages of 6 and 2-0 ••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 4~379 

No. of children attending school ..••••• S,87;1, 
No. of teachers employed • . . . • • • • • . . • . • 91 
No. of school houses and school dis-

tricts.·.................................. 7! 
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Amount of money received from pub-
lic funds ...••...•.••...•••.•..••..•• $5,760 'i6 

Amount realized from taxation .....• 7,048 02 
Amount paid as teacher's wages .••• 10,768 oo 
Amount paid for erection of houses 

and for sites ........................ 1,454, 17 
Total valuation of school property. . 29,726 90 

Besides there are several select and private insti· 
tutions. Ozark Seminary, an institution of twelve 
years' standing, situated in Greenfield, is in a flour
ishing condition, with an able corps of instructors, 
and a matriculation of eighty-seven students the 
present term. The buildings are valued at over 
$4,000. 

The county has a live teachers' institute; also, a 
thoroughly organized Sunday school convention. 

RELIGIOUS INTERESTS. 

Our citizens generally manifest a devotion to their 
religious interests, insuring throughout the county 
the prevalence of order, industry and sobriety. The 
Baptist, Cumberland Presbyterian, "Methodist Epis
copal, Methodist Episcopal (South), Presbyterian, 
Covenanter and Christian denominations have 
organizations in the county, numbering about fifty, 
with twenty-five resident ministers, and a member
ship of about 3,020. The property o! the denomina
tions, consisting of thirty church buildings and 
three I>:lrsonages, aggregating in valuation about 
$38,250. 

TL'CES AND COUNTY 1''IN.A.NCES. 

'l'he taxable wealth of Dade County, both real arul 
personal, for the year 1879, as returned by the As
sessor, was a little over $1,600,000. The rate of taxa
tion ivas $1.42 per $100. Taxes are paid promptly in 
Dade County. Her warrants are at par, and there 
is usually a surplus of money in the treasury. 

SOCIETY. 

For morality and intelligence Dade County already 
possesses an enviable reputation. Every neighbor· 
hood has its church and school house, and society is 
as refined and elevated as it is in the older States. 
There is not a single saloon iu Dade County, and the 
sentiment of the citizen", as a class, is so strongly 
opposed to such, that it is impossible to obtain a 
saloon license in the county, under the 111·esent local 
option Jaw. The result is that flagrant crimes are 
comparatively unknown, and the county jail rarely 
has an inn1ate. 

POPULATION. 

The :first census, in 1850, showed a population of 
4,UG. Population in 1870, 8,68.3; population, accord
ing to State census returns in 1876, ll,li6; disclosing 
an increase in six ·,-ears of twenty-eight. per cent. 
The census of the present year will give a popu
lation of not less than 15,000 souls. A larg~ p:ropor. 
tion of the citizens are from Northern and Eastern 
States, who have removed to Missouri since the war, 
and found homes to their liking. .All such are wel
come, and thousands more. 

TOWNS A..,,-D VILLAGES. 

Greenfield, the county seat of Dade County, is an 
incorporated city of the fourth class, situate near 

the center of the county, 011 the line of the Spring
field & Western Missouri Itaili-oad, and contains a 
population.of over 1,000. The business of the place 
is represented by two hotels, seven dry goods stores, 
five drug stores, three hardware stores, three har
ness and saddlery houses, two millinery stores, 
three furniture stores, one bank, two grocery stores; 
one notion store, one boot and shoe manufuctory, 
one jeweler, one barber shop, one billiard hull, oue 
restaurant, one livery stable, two picture galleries, 
one lun1beT yard, one :flouring inill, two printing 
otlices, four blacksmith shops, two wagon shops, 
seven lawyers, six d@ctors, two dentists, one 
meat market, three real ·estate agencies. Re
ligious organizations, six - Presbyterian, Cun1-
berland Presbyterian, Methodist, African-Metho
dist, Baptist, and Christian. There are two J.fa. 
sonic Lodges, one Chapter and one Commandery of 
Knights Templar; a Lodge of Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, one of Sons of Temperance, and 
a Refuge of the Order of the Sacred Brotherh0od. 
·The city boasts a large and elegant public school 
building, besides Ozark Semiu:try, a fine institution 
of learning located at this place. No more beauti
ful town of its kind is foun,d in Missouri. 

Corry, a mining town of 300 ·inhabitants, sit'.rnted 
ten miles northeast from Greenfield, owes its origin 
to the discovery of le:id. Here are located the 
otlices, furnaces, pumps aud other mining appliance 
of the Dade Count>• Mining & Smeltinci Company. 
Zinc is also mined here in large quantities. . 

Dadeville is a liYely village of 40!1 inhabitants, 
situated tweke miles northeast of Greenfield in the 
midst of a fine agrieultural section. 'rlu·ee dry 
goods stores, two drug stores, one livery antl fee<l. 
stable, t\vo hotels 1 one harn0ss shop, one \Vttgon 
shop, two blacksmith shops, one steam flouring mill, 
two doctors, one attorney, three elrnrch organiza
tions, one :1.fasonic, and one Odd Fellows society. 

Areola, a flourishing village, twelve miles north of 
Greenfield, surrounded by a :fine farming countr:'; 
population 100. Three general Btorcs, one drug 
store, one millinery shop, one blacksmith shop, one 
church (Methodist), ancl two doctor!\. 

Cedarville, fifteen miles northwest of the county 
seat; population about 100. Two general stores, 
one drui; store, one ch11rch, blacksmith shop and 
one physician. In the vicinity of the coal fields. 

Rock Prairie, ten miles southeast of Greenfield on 
the Springfield & 'iVestern Missouri Railroad, is a 
lively trading point. Population, 75. 'l'wo general 
stores, one ~rug store, one furniture store, one hotel, 
one pottery, one blacksmith shop, two physicians. 
Large deposits of excellent .fire clay exist in the 
vicinity. . , 

King's Point, ten miles southwest of the county 
seat, is beautifully situated, and is destined to be
come a considerable village. Population, 100. 'l'wo 
dry goods stores, one drug store, blacksmith shop, 
school house and church. 

Other -villages and post.-offices in the county are, 
Chambersville, in the southwest corner of the coun
ty; Pemberton, seven miles east of Greenfield: Turn
back, eight miles southeast; Newkirk, seven miles 
so11th; Sylvania, ten miles northwest~ Eldridge, sev
en miles west; Davenport, nine miles northwest. 
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DALLAS COUNTY. 

Dalla;; County is located in the southwest central 
pal't <Jf the State, about one hundred miles from the 
sm1thcrn and the same distance frltlm the western 
boundary of the State, is !Jo1mded north by Hickory 
and Camden Ootmties; east by Laclede; south by 
"Webster and Greene; and we,;t by Polk and Hick
ory Counties, and contains 3M,G31 acres of land. 
There are ente!'cd nnd. assessed 220,000 acres, 
leaving 12'1,031 still vacant, nearly all of which is 
subject to homestead entry. 

·rug PHYSICAL 1''EATURES 

present n viiried surfaee, from the level to the gently 
undulating and rolling 1".nd, whilst in the vicinity of 
the larger st.reams it is broken and hilly. From one
fourth to one-third of the county is pr:iirie; the re
mainder iA well timbered-the uplands with post; 
black, white, red and hlack-jack oak; the bottoms 
with burr;Bpnnish and ellinquapin oak, !Jlack and 
white walnut, hickory, Mh, elm, cherry, maple, syca
more, etc. 

lUVERS, WATElt-POWER, ETC. 

Tile Niangua (pronounced Neongo) rises in Web
"ster, and enters this county in the central southern 
part of th~ c011nty, having in this section three 
important ti·ibutnries, Jones, Deusenberry and 
Greasy Creeks, and flows northwardly to near the 
center, the1we east or northeasterly to near th• 
county line, where it receives the cool and limpid 
waters of one of the most'remarkable springs in the 
woi·ld. Lit.tic Niangua rises near the center of the 
county and Jlows in a northwardly direction, and 
nnites with the former in Camden Coun~y. 

These ~treams, with their numerous tributaries, 
fed !Jy living springs all over the county, afford the 
best ancl purest of water for all purposes; and in 
this respect, as well as for the purposes of water
power for the driving of mnehinery, Dallas is not 
excelled by any other county in the State. 

'l'hcse streams likewise abound in excellent :fish, 
such as the black and white perch, cat, drum, buf
falo, red1ln. and white suckers. 

THE SOIL 

is fertile, and adapted to a wid~ range of products. 
The black loam, the brown, the red, the rich alluvial, 
with clay sn!Jsoils, may be enumerated as the lead· 
ing varieties. 

THE AGRICULTURAJ, PRODUCTIONS 

are wheat, eorn, rye, buckwheat, barley, oats, 
sorghum, tobacco, castor beane, fia>:, cotton, pota
toes and all kinds of vegetables usually produced in 
this climate. Apples, pears, peaches, plums, cher
r~es, apricots, nectarines, grapes and all the smull 
fruits are grown in great abundance. 

Timothy, red-top, clover, Hungarian, millet, blue 
and all the grasses grown in the State, are probably 
not surpassed in quality and quantity o:f yield per 

acre in any county in the Southwest. '.l'he same 
remark may be made of all; or nearly all, the other· 
agricultural productions of the county, and the 
average yield, with proper tillage, will compare 
favor~.!Jly with the best sections of the State. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

Owing to the richness of the wild grasses and the 
abundant yield of nuts and acorns, Dallas County 
is especially adapted to stock-raising, and that it is 
a profitable industry is attested by the large number 
of mules, cattle, horses, sheep and hogs that are 
annually sent off.to market. 

Gl~APE CULTURI<:. 

is beginning to attract some tittention, and it is. 
known to be a profitable industry_ According t.o 
Professor Swallow's l'Cport in his geological survey 
of this llart of the State, the poorest lands found in 
the eounty, to-wit: those bordering on the large· 
streams, are well adapted to the culture of the grape. 
These lands are am9ng those enumerated as vacant. 
and subject to homestead entry. 

l'RICE OF LANDS. 

The entire cost of homesteading a' 
40 acre tract is ..•..... $6+$1.50+$1.00=$8.50 
80 " " " ··-···· 7+ 1.50+ 1.00= 9.50 

120 " ••••••• 13+ 1.50+ l.00=15.50 
160 H • • • • • •• 14+ 1.50+ l,00=16.50 

There are some 1,200 acres of agricultural college, 
lands, and a few hundred ac1·es remaining that were 
selected under the Swamp J,and .Act. The latter is 
for sale at one dollar and "twenty-five cents per· 
acre, and belongs to the county for school purposes. 
Railroad lands and entered unimproved lands can 
be bought for one dollar and twenty-five to ·five 
dollars per acre, whilst improved lands are selling 
from five to fifteen dollars per acre. Any Govern· 
ment land is likewise for su.Ie at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, or subject to homestead,. 
as before stated. 

l\IINERAL RESOURCES. 

Lead is found in many places in the county, and 
is known to exist in paying quantities. The Rambo 
~fines, fourteen :miles northwest of Buffalo, discov
ered in 1868, have attracted most attention, having 
for a number of years been successfnlly worked; 
!Jut the want of convenient transportation has re
tarded the development of this mineral to any great 
extent. Iron is found in many localities, and its 
development in large quantities only awaits the 
stimulus of railroad transportation. ludicatlons of 
stone coal are found in various localities, und the 
be;;t of building stone is found in nearly all parts ot 
the county. 
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THE ll.l;ANUFACTURI'.NG INTERESTS 

consist of the usual complement of blacksmith 
wagon, furniture, tin, saddle, harness, and shoe 
shops, with three carding mills, four steam and 
nine water mills. 

RATE OF T.AUTIO?\ 

Fo1· State purposes, forty cents on one hundred 
dollars valuation; for county purposes, .tiftz cents; 
and for school and school house purposes, an 
averiige of thirty':tlve cents; amounting for all pur
poses to ljil.25 on the $100 valuation. 

RAILROAD FACILITIES. 

The Laclede & Fort Scott :Railroad, which, when 
completed will bei:ome a branch of the St. Louis & 
San Francisco road (the :tlrst :tlfty miles· of which, 
from Lebanon, iJJtLaclede, to Bolivar, in Polk Coun
ty, is nearly all graded), will run through the center 
of the county from east to west. 

The Sedalia, Warsaw & Southern Narrow Gauge 
road in seeking a terminus on the Mississippi River 

· below the freezing point, will :dnd the r'?ute from 
Warsaw to Blackoitk Point, Urbana, Buffalo and 
Marsh:tleld to Memphis, a much better and shorter 
route than any other proposed. The' money is now 
being raised tO procure a prelilllinary survey, and 
Dallas is indulging the hope that at no distant day 
this road will travei:se the central portion of th.e 
county from north to south, affording the only stim
u1us needed for the full development of all the in
'liustrial interest,s of the county. 

EDUC.A TIONAL. 

The whole number of white children in the coiinty 
of school age (between. six and twenty years,) is 
3,8!17, and the number of Colored children, twenty
Jive. Schools are being organized all over the county 
in sub-districts, and sessions are held in each from 
four to twelve months pe1· year. 

The county has a i>ermanent school fnnd of some 
$I5;ooo, which is being constantly augmented by the 
sale of the sixteenth sections, which are all reserved 
for school purposes; the sale of so-called swamp 
liinds, the proceeds of :tlnes and estrays not re
claimed. ·This fund is loaned out to individuals, on 
the best security, at ten per cent. per annum, and the 
proceeds, together with twenty-:tlve per cent. of the 
State revenue raised in the county, are divided . 
pro rata amongst the sub-districts of the county. 

In addition to these public free schools, there are 
a number of private schools taught in various parts 
of the eounty"'.'.""and notably at Buffalo, Urbana and 
Louisburg. At the latter place the cit!Zens have 
erected a· handsome . building and ~stablished a 
school called "The Louisburg Academy.," 

.. RELIGIOUS .AND SOCIAL. 

The principal religious denominations are the 
Methodists, Baptist, Christian· and Presbyterian, 
Some. church organlZation may be found in almost 
every neighborhood. 

There· are two lodges of :MaSons and three of Good 
Teruplars in the county. · 

Several Granges are in active operation, and their 
organization has been socially and otherwise ad· 
vantageous to th.e farming c.ommunity. 

POPULATION. 

The· population of the county is estimated at 
10,500, l!Jld is made up from nearly every nationality, 
and being thus cosmopolitan, is not subject to the 
clanishness foru!l!t in less favored localities. 

It is the boast of the better class of citizens· that 
the meagre dockets of their court records show 
them to be a peaceable, quiet and law-abiding 
people. 

TOWNS AND.VILLAGES. 

Buffalo, the county seat, at the crossing of the 
proposed railroads, some thirty miles west of Leba
non, is beautifully situated O?t an eminence at the 
eastern edge of the prairie, and fron1 a western ap
proach presents a rare and pictu1·esque appearance. 
Its buildings are well and.tastefully constructed and 
nestle around and near the public square· in which 
stands an elegant and substantial brick court house, 
costing some ljil6,000 or $18,000, and said to be the 
prettiest in Southwest Missouri. 

There are seven stores (general ·.merchandise), 
two d1·ug stores, one saddle a~d harness shop, one 
millinery store, one furniture store, two boot and 
shoe stores, one. tin store, five blacksmith and two 
wagon shops, two newspapers, two hotels, one 
graded, one private and one colored school an<'! one • 
saloon. 

The newspapers 1nentioned are the Buffalo 
".Iteftex," a Greenback paper, and the' Buffalo 
"Register," a Republican paper. 

There are other :tlourishing little towns in the 
county, and among them may be mentioned Louis· 
burg, :nine miles northwest of Buffalo, and Urbana, 
:tlfteen miles. in nearly the same direction. Both 
have the. usual complement of business houses, 
shops and a post·oflice, and are located in beauti· 
ful little prairies, surrounded by. excellent farms 
and farming lands; and an industrious class of 
people. · 

Boyd is a post-oftlce twelve nilies south of BUffalo. 
Cross Plains. (See Wood Hill.) 
Forkner's Hill, a post-oflice sixteen miles· south

east of Buffalo. 
Long Lane, a post-office twelve miles east of 

Buffalo. 
Lead Mine, 11 J>Ost-oflice fourteen miles northeast 

of Buffalo. · 
Spring Grove, a !JO$t-oflice nine. miles southeast of· 

Buffalo. 
Thorp, a post-oflice southeast of Buffalo. 
Wood Hill (formerly Oros.s Plains), a post-office 

eight miles north of Buffalo. 
Dick's Creek, a post-o:Oice nineteen miles nortJ!.-

east of Buffalo. · 

GENERAL A'.ND MISCELLANEOUS MATTER • 

The water-power afforded by the springs and 
living streams of \Vater ~ndicates .the manufacturing 
capabilities of the coiinty in a very marked degrell. · 

The rolling surface and excellent range for stock 
are strongly suggestive of she'ep and wool-growing, 

·to which the county is notably adapted as well as to 
stock-raising generally. 
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DAVIESS COUNTY. 

Daviess Coun1.y is situated in Northwest Missouri, 
in the second tier of counties from the north line of 
the State. It is twenty-four miles square, and con· 
tains an area of 359,633 acres of land. The assessed 
value of rcitl es,tate, made in the· year 1879, vras 
$2,455,131, and thitt of personal :i>roporty·$1,361,1Sl, 
making the total value of real and personal property 
iia this county, in 1879, $3,817,312 .. This does not in
clude the value of railrond or telegraph property in 
this county, which amounts to $256,272, making the 
taxable we:ilth of Daviess County at la.st assessment 
~,072,584. The last assesssment, which was in 
Augnst, 1879, shows the live stock in the county as 
:follows: 

No. Value. 
Horses ...•..••.•••...•..... 10,101 $287,947 
Mules and asses •.. , ..••..• 1,505 49,923 
Neat m1ttle ..•. · ..••........ 27,lil8 327,728 
Sheep ..........•.•••••....• 23,216 23,723 

Hogs .......•.•..••.•••...•. 51,1% 72,678 

Other property, not lnr.Juding railroad, was liRt,ed 

to the vnlue of $729,232. 
The population of Dttviess County, according to 

the eenAus of 1870, was l·i,410, but now reaches over 
19,000, and is on t,he stoa<ly and rapid increase. 

COUNTY INI>El3TEDNESS AND '£AXA'rION. 

' In 1875, Daviess County was indebted, an out
standing intero~t bettring bonds issned for railro"'d 
pm1iosos, in the sum of ~320,000. The amount out· 
standing on April 1, 1880, was $107,000, showing a net 
reduction in five yea l's of $21:1,000, principal with in· 
terest. In addition to the payment of these bonds 
the r.ounty has built foi;tr magnificep.t iron bridges, 
with iron abutments, costing in the aggreg~1te 

~21,000. Ahout $1,000 ha• annually been expended 
in the erection of small bridges across the mimy 
.streams :flowing. through the county. 

'.l'he levy of taxes for county purposes for.the year 
1878 and also 1879·was ninety eents on the hundred 

-dollar~ for all purposes. 
'.l~he same levy for :. .few years will pay all the· 

bonds outstanding. 
'I:he lery' of 1875, for poor farm purposes, was in· 

vested in a poor farm, which is now well stocked. 

AGRICULTURE AND GRAZING. 

There is no county in thi.s State that will rank in 
advance of DaTiess for agrieultural itdvttntages and 
grazing, The soil is trom one to six feet deep, very 
rich and productive-a soil that will not wear ·out. 
The formation of the surface of this county displays 
a natural drainage in its highest perfection. The 
beds of the streams are below the general level of 
eountcy, and sloughs.of standing water are rarely 
seen. The ascents and descents of the country are 
not so abrupt ·as to preve.nt the tillage of the entire 
surface of the land. The soil of the Grand River 
Valley, which runs di:igonally through the couuty 

:from northwe•L to "crntheast, is not surpassed by 
that of any other country in the Union. This county 
contains about two-thirds prairie and one-third tim· 
ber lands; the timber being situate advantageous to 
the prairie, as if placed by human hands for the con. 
venience of man. • 

Indian corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley, and other 
small grains, are peculiarly adapted to the soil of 
this county. It wm yield from forty to one hundred 

. bushels of corn per acre; winter and spring wheat, 
from fifteen to thirty-five bushels; rye, twenty to 
forty bushels, and a crop that never fails; oats, :from 
thirty to sixty bushels; fiii,x, ten to Jlfteen bushels 
per acre, and all other small grains in proportion. 
The timber lands produce good tobacco and a profit
able yield. Irish and sweet potatoes of the finest 

quality are grown, and are particularly adapted to 
this soil, and will yield from three hundred to four 
hundred bushels per acre. '.!.'he grasses consist of 
timothy, clovl\r and blue grass, all of which grow Jn 
abundance.· '.l'he blue grass pastm:es are not sur
passed by the blue grttss regions of Kentuck)l'. There 
is yet a very good range of wild grass, but it is being 
crowded out hy the blue grasR, whfoh is superior. 

Daviess County has been blessed by the munifi· 
cen<',e of nature with native fruits in great abund· 
ance. '.l'he strawberry, plum, raspberry, gooseberry, 
blackberry, and the wild grape, are native growths 
in this county. These are also successfully culti
vated to a greitt extent, and with a large profit. A 
great quantity Of Wine is made from the tame grape. 

Apples, peaches, 11e11rs, plums, cherries and all 
other fruits of this climate, are extensively rs.i.s<ld. 
'£he fruit-1.Jearing trees in this county are numbered 
by the thousands. There is not probably a farru. in 
tho county that does not have more or less fruit 
trees, mostly bearing. Daviess County is situated 
in the great fruit belt, extending from the Ohio 
River on the east to the Missouri River on the west. 

TIMBER. 

Enough timber is found in this county to 11upply 
half a dozen generations yet to come. The .burr 
oak, white oak, hickory, black walnut, maple, elm, 
cottonwood, linn, white and blue a.sh, hackberry 
and mulberry grow spontaneously and to a great 

size. 

STREAMS. 

Grand l{iver, already mentioP.ed, enters Daviess 
at the northwest corner, and runs diagonally through 
the county, passing out at the southeast coi:ner. 
It is spanned by two ma.,,"llilicent bridges, one at 
Gallatin; the county ieat, and one sixteen miles 
above, at what is known as the " Groomer Mills .• " 
Grand River is .a rapid stream, and affords exeellt.mt 
water· power for milling, factories, etc. There are 
several mills 11ow in operation upon this stream. 
The1·e are also se>erl.ll small streams J!owing intQ 
Granu River in different parts of the county. Da· 
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iriess County is well supplied with water, the streams 
being equally distributed throughout the county, 
besides a large number of never failing springs, and 
scarcely a farm house in the county that does not 
have a well of living water, and, where it is neces
sary to dig wells, water is obtained at no great 
depth below the surface. 

STONE. 

There is an abundance of stone for building pur
poses in the different parts of the county. Several 
quarries are open, and are supplying stone to parties 
in other parts of the State that are less fortunate in 
th_eir location than the people· of Daviess County 
are.· Limestone and sandotone are found here in 
inexhaustible quantities, No coal stone is found 
near the surface in this county, but it is believed 
that it can be obtained at a depth below the surface 
in paying quantities, the test not as yet having been 
made. 

RAILROADS. 

The Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway enters 
the county near the southeast corner, and passes 
diagonally through it and out near the northwest 
corner, running along the Grand River Valley, mak
ing a continuous and direct line from St. Louis to 
Council Bluffs and Omaha. 

The Chicago, Rock ls land & Pacific Railroad enters 
the county at the southwest corner, and passes 
diagonally through and out near the northeast cor
ner. It is one· continuous line of railway from 
Leavenworth, Kansas City, Atchison and St.Joseph, 
to Chicago, Illinois. This road is actively operated 
by the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad 
Company, of Cb.icago. The Chicago, l~ock Island & 
Pacific Railroad and the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific 
Railway cross each other and form a junction at 
Gallatin, the county seat of Daviess County, at or 
near the center of the county. It will be seen that 
this county has advantages. for the farmer and 
stock-raiser in that they can ship their stock and 
grain to either St. Louis, Chicago, Kansas City or 
Omaha, taking the benefit of the competition in 
trade between the business interests of those cities. 
No straw railroads have been constructed, or on 
paper only, but two great Jines of railroad pass 
through the county in different direetions, each 
having one of the two great cities of the West as 
its terminus, giving an outlet to any market in the 
world. Direct railroad eommunication is had with 
St. Joseph,Kansus City, Leavenworth und Atchison, 
all of which are within the distance of seventy-iive 
miles from the eenter of the county. 

MILLS. 

There are seven grist mills in operation in con
venient portions of the eounty. There a1·e also 
several saw mills in different parts of the county. 

SCHOOLS. 

No county in the State has !Jetter schools than 
Daviess. There are ninety.five school districts in 
the county, each having a good substantial school 
house. The school building at Gallatin was built 
at a cost of about $15,000; five instructors are em
pfoyed, and school is maintained ten months in the 

year. This school is graded, and all the higher 
branches are taught. The schools throughout the 
eounty are open six months in the year, and in many 
distriets longer~ '.!.'here is in this county a reserve 
school fund o! about .~65,000, which is loaned out at 
ten per cent., the interest being collected yearly and 
distributed to the different school districts accord· 
ing to the enumeration of children in them. 

.A.mount of State funds to be dis-
tributed in 1880 .••.•••••..•.•...•• ~4,736 38 

County :funds, interest on monQy 
loaned....... . • • . • . • . • • . . . . . • . . . . . . 6,550 00 

Total. .••........•.....••••.... ~11,286 38 
The school system is in good order, and school 

houses are as plentiful and as conveniently situated 
as those of any E,astern State. 

CHURCHES. 

There are scattered over Daviess County over 
forty-one church buildings, and a great number of 
school houses are used for religious worship. The 
religious organizations of this county are the Meth
odist Episcopal (South), Baptist, Christian, Presby
terian, Cumberland Presbyterian, Congregational, 
Methodist Episcopal, Unite·d Brethren, Calvanistic 
Baptists, Albright :Methodists, Catholic and Ad· 
ventist, all of which are in a working and prosperous 
co~dition. 

SOCIETIES. 

The Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Good Templars, 
Patrons of Husbandry, and Ancient Orcler of United 
"\Vorkmen have a number of ora;anizations in thii> 
county, all in a prosperous condition; 

TOWNS. 

Gallatin is the county seat of Daviess County. 
The town was located in the year 1837. It is situated 
not far from the center of the county, on a high 
table-land, one mile from Grand Ri\·er, and at the 
junction of the 1Va!Jash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway 
and Chicago, Rock Island & Paciilc Railroad. It is 
at a distance by railroad from Chicago four hun
dred and seventy-nine miles; from St. Louis, two 
hundred and fifty miles; Kansas City, seventy-five 
miles; Leavenworth, Kansas, seventy-six n1iles, 
and St. Joseph, Missouri, filty-seven miles. Gal
latin at present contains it populatiun bct;\'een 1,500 

and 2,000 inhabitants. l'he bnildingi; are substan
tial, the business houses being mostly new, and the 
greater portion arc built of brick. It has, being the 
county seitt, all the necessary county buildings, 
built of brick and stone. The town of Gallatin is 
skirted on two sides by timber; on the other sides by 
undulating prairii;. Galllttin has five good church 
buildings and two school houses. One of the school 
buildings is userl for the colhred children, tlie other 
is the magnificent brick eilifie heretofore spoken of. 

Jamesport.-Tltis fiouriRhing town is on the Chi· 
ca.go, Uoc•k Island & Pacific R,ailroad, in the eastern 
part of the county, eleven miles distant; from Gal
latin. n is one of the most thrifty zin<'l go-ahead 
towns in Northwest Missouri. J"arne:'f"'rt is beauti
fully situated on a high wiling prairie, and in ·_the 
midst of as fine a country as can be found in the 
State. 
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Jameson is a thrifty town on the Wabash, St. 
Louis & Pacific Railway, eight miles north of Gal· 
latin. It is situated i'n a rich fertile country, con· 
tiguous to the timber and in the edge of a beautiful 
prairie. 
Pattouslmr~. Bituate in the northwest part of the 

eounty, on the \Yabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway 
is a thriving business place surrounded by a good 
country. 

Jack•on Station nnd Lock Springs are etations on 
the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway, in the 
southeastern part of the county, and are surrounded 
by a :fine grain and stock-raising country. 

Winstonville is in the west part of the county, 
eleven miles distant from Gallatin, and' on the 
Chic.ago, liock Island & Pacific Railroad. It is built 
upon a l\igh prairie contiguous to timber, and in the 
center of a 1ich fru:ming country. 

.Alto Vista, Victoria and Civil :Bend, in the west 
part of the county; Salem in the north, and :Ban
croft in the northeast part of the county, are thriv· 
ing towns in a rich country. 

CLIMATE. 

The climate of this county is mild and salubrious, 
free from nJl the impurities of a murky atmosphere, 
eiear and bracing; it is not surpassed by any country 
of the same latitude. It is particularly noted for its 
health-giving qualities. 

ROADS. 

'r.he roads throughout the county are numerous 
and 1ire generally in a 1!ne condition. lI~avy rains 

do not effect the roads so that a sunshine of a few 
hours will not dry and make them as passable as 
before the rain. The roads can be kept in good 
repair with very little labor. 

The postal, telegraphic and express facilities in 
this county are good, and extend to all convenient 
parts of it. 

LAND AND ITS PRICE. 

Lands are now cheap, owing to the fact that many 
of the :first settlers bought more lands than they 
needed and are now selling it to others who are 
rapidly improviag it. ·Good improved :farms can be 
boughtfrom ten to twenty-five dollars per acre; good 
unimproved land :from five to ten dollars per acre, 
and all upon reasonable terms. Never b.efore in the 
history of Daviess County was there a more favor• 
able time for investments to be made, either by 
home-seekers or speculators than there is now. 

A complete history of the advantages of Daviess 
County has been i,-iven' The result of all these in· 
fiuences is the presence of a he11-ltbful, hopeful, 
moral public sentiment among the people, produc
ing the natural fruits of peace, security and good 
order. Very few crimes are committed in this co.unty 
simply because crime is swiftly and surely punished, 
a rigid enforcement of the law being essential to the 
safety of bot.h person and property; and it c.an be 
asserted withoµt fear of successful disproof that a 
more quiet, orderly, peaceable, law-abiding people 
cannot be found in any county in any State.than the 
people of the County of Daviess. Neither religious 
<•r political strife have any pl.ace among us. 

DE KALB COUNTY. 

DeKalb County is bounded on the north by Gentry, 
east by Daviess and Caldwell, south by Clinton and 
west by :Buchanan and .Andrew Counties. Its 
western boundary is about fourteen miles east 
from $he city of St. Joseph. It contains 263,608 
acres of land, and has a population of about 15,000. 

POPUL.ATlON AND HISTORY. 

By the census of 1870, it contained a population of 
9,858. . 

The boundaries of DeKalb County were establish· 
ed January the 5th, 1843, and ·the county was or· 
ganized February 25th, 1845. 

PHYSICAL l'EATURES. 

The surface is undulating and diversi:fied by prai· 
ries . and woodland. The. county is well watered 
by :Big ~bird Fork, Little Third Fork, Castile, 
Grindstone and Lost Creeks, and numerous smaller 
streams, all of whieh are bordered by a :fine growth 
of oak:, walnut, hickory, hackberry, elm,' soft maple, 
cottonwood and ash. .About one-filth of the land is 
well timbered. The soil is :fin~, and the bottor.i 

landii are exceedingly rich, and there is uo part. 
that. Will not yield a good return for the labor be· 
stowed. .Almost an the streams al."e well bridged, 
and the roads are generally excellent. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. 

The products are ehiefiy corn, oau, wheat and 
hay. The country is well adapted to stock-raising, 
and much blooded stock has been imported. The 
:first Durhams were brought in 1857, and large 
additions have since been made. .An imported 
breed of hogs was introduced in 1855, and now the. 
hogs 'of the county are equal tO any in the State. 
Fruit succeeds well and . considerable attention is 
now being paid to it. 

COAL AND BUILDING STONE. 

Several quarries of good building stone have been 
opened, and the entire county is undei:laid with 
co~ . 

MANUF .A.CTURING INTERESTS. 

The county bebig, so to speak, strictly agricul· 
tural., notmuch attentionhas beenpllid to manufae-
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tores. It has, however, an ample supply of saw, 
grist and :tlouring mills, with the necessary number 
of wagon and blacksmith shops to meet the wants 
of an agricultural people. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

Good unimproved land can be purchased at from 
:five to eight dollars per acre, and farms can be 
obtained .at from ten to twenty dollars per acre, 
according to situation and improvements. 

WEALTH. 

The valuation of the county by the census of 1870, 
Vll.'! $5,000,000, but·tlle depressed times .of late years 
have greatly reduced the valuation now. 

The Hannibal lo St. ,Tosc;ih I!nih·oad runs through 
the "outllern portion o:1 the county, the Chicago, 
Rock Isl"nd & Pacific thi·ough tlte southeastern, the 
St. Joseph & Dos ilivine,; illl'ough the northwestern, 
while the }.H. Li..,t:tb nnJ. O:raahn Division of the Wu.~ 
bash,' St. Lm .. i:i.-3 ._..,~, ritci1Ic l!~ihvny pa_sses near the 
riorthel.·n. Uouud<<I"Y without, ~uterillg the county, so 
that every po1·tloa l.~ -~,~a~"in e,u:<y distance of railroad 
tr.a.nsportatlon. 'l'~:ic Chicct!~O, Bu.di11gton & Quincy 
Railroad ComyaJ.ly llas surveyed and propose soon 
to build a lino pasf,ing through the center of the 
county from northeast to southwest. 

The Third Fork of the Plahe River runs through 
the west side of the county from north to south. Lit· 
tie Third Fork, its principal tributary, runs at an 
average distance of five miles east of it. Grindstone 
Qreek, a large tributary of Grand River, runs from 
JIOUth to north through the eastern portion, and 
Lost Creek, with its numerous branches, waters the 
whole central portion of the county. 

TIMBER. 

.Along these streams, which are fed by living 
springs scattered over every pnrt of the county1 are 
distributed about 55,000 acres of :fine timber. It is 
dtilicult to conceive how the supply of timber could 
be better regulated by the people themse~ves, had 
they the control of it. It is ample to meet the wants 
ot the county when it shall become. fully populated, 
and is so aituated that no point is distant more than 
ftlree Jllilee from one of these belts. 

THE EXP~RTS 

are hoga, cattle, horses, mules, sheep, corn, oats, 
whea~. etc. 

SCHOOLS. 

Public schools are. established throughout the 
county, and are in.a flourishing condition. In se1"eral 

of the larger towns there are good grnded schools in 
substantial buildings. For several years a seminary 
has been in successful operati,pn at Stewartsville. 

FINANCIAL 

The schoo1 fund is ample and continually aug
menting. Taxation is low. The county is out of 
debt and has stainless credit. 

SOCIETY. 

'l.'he people are temperate, orderly and enterpris
ing, and the· different denominntions of Christians 
are well represented. 

TOWNS .A.Nl.l VH,L.A.GES. 

Maysville is the county seat of DeKalb County. 
The town is most beautifully and healthily situated 
eight miles on the stage road from Osborn. Along 
the line evidences of the grandeur aud vastness of 

. this garden spot are to be seen. Water in almnd
ance ·and surrounded with delightful wooded hills 
abounding in well cultivMed farms, making this 
section attractive for home sites. The prairie is of 
a high, rolling character, exceedingly productive. 

There are well disciplined graded schools, several 
churches; religions and secret societies are in a 
flourishing condition. The character and standing 
of those in business is fully up to their commercial 
neighbors in both enterprise and business footing. 

Stewartsville is situated in the south part of 
DeKalb County, somewhat west of a meridian line. 
Its southern boundary is coincident with the· north 
line of Clinton County. It was laid out in 1&53 by 
George Tetherow, then owner of the town site. 
Next year he gave its pl·esent name in honor of 
Governor Robert M. Stewart, the projector and :first 
president of the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad. 
It has now a r>opulation of about 800. For many · 
years it has been the most important shipping point 
on the ·line of the i·oad: 

There are stores of all sorts of general merchan
dise sufficient to meet the needs of the dense popu
lation'in the surrounding countl'Y• Tiler() ie a good 
tinshop and hardware store, excellent blacksmith 
shops, and a good furniture store, kept by skilled 
workmen. l!'arm and spring wagons are made here 
equal to anyfrom the large manufactories. Hnn· 

. dreds are sold annually. Grent numbers of mowers 
and.reapers are also sold here, of various patents . 
.All kinds of improved farming implements are sold 
in vast quantities to the enterprising farmers. 
Stewartsville .Academy was incorporated last year, 
and now has many students. There are two sub
stantial churches, affording acconuuodation for 
Presbyterian, Methodist :Episcopal, .and Baptist 
congregations. 

The other towns 'in the e.ouuty are Osborn, Union 
Star, l'airport, Winslow, · Haydensville, Amity, 
McCartney Cross Roads, and Santa Ro.sa. 
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DENr COUNTY. 

Dent County, bounded by Crawford, Phelps,Texas, 
Shannon, Reynolds and Iron Counties, contains, 
altogether, about 450,000 acres of land, divided about 
as :follows: 

Rich valleys and bottoms...... 75,000 acres. 
First-class uplands........ ... 75,000 " 
Second-class uplands .......... 150,000 
Unfit for cultivation ............ 150,000 u 

That part classed as un:fit for cultivation is nearly 
all go0d timbered land, including about 50,000 acres 
o:f excellent pine lands that will manufacture, upon 
an average, 5,000 or 8,000 feet of first-class pine 
lumber per acre. ~nd all of the land not fit for 
cultivation produces excellent wild grass ancl makes 
good feed tor stock from .April to Decembci-. 

CHARACTER OF THE .LAND. 

There is now in cultivation nbout fi!f:y 01· sixty 
thousand acres of !ands about NJttnl!y uivkled be, 
tween bottoms, valleys and upl:in!l•. 

The valleys are :frCim two to eig:16 llundror1 yards 
wide, sloping gradually :from the top of the Cz:l.rk 
Mountains, and contain as fine soil ns ca,11 lm found 
in the State. .Although the county is sit1U1te so as 
to Include the mountain summit, it !ms more level 
lands and the surface is less broken generally than 
the other counties ot south'·central Missouri. 

POPULATION AND OCCUPATIONS •. 

The population of. the county is about 10,000 in
cluding aborit 2,000 adult males, of whom about 1,200 
are engaged in farming, 600 in mining, and the 
balance in other occupations. 

MINER.A.LS. 

There a.re more than fifty deposits ot blue• specu
lar iron 01·e in the county, about ten of which are 
now being operated. There are now being built 
two blast fm-naces in the county, and there will in 
all probability be three or four more erected within 
the next yea1·. 

When the iron interest becomes fully developed 
there will be engaged in it, not less than four thou
sand employes, representing a l)Opulation of. S0,000,. 
making the best ma1·ket for farm products tr.at can 
be found in the State and that market at the very 
door of/every farmer in the county. 

LAND PRICES. 

Lands are s~lling at reasonable prices, but a.re 
being held at some higher :figures than even six 
months since. 

There is but a small amount of Government land 
In the county, most of it having been entered under 
the graduation laws, so. that if it is desired to enter 
lands directly, the immigrant cannot be accommo
dated here. But the !act that the lands are about 
·all entered does not.increase the costs of the nnim· 
proved portiion to any great extent. That which is 
suited for cultivation can be bought at froin one 
dollar and a half to three dollars per acre, the titles 
in each case being good. 

RAILROADS .A.ND TOWNS. 

The St. Louis, Salem & Little Rock Railroad ro.ns 
to Salem, the county s.eat, and near the centerofthe 
county. 

Salem is a thrifty town of about 2,000 popllla.tion. 
. and bids fair soon to b!lCOme the queen eity of the. 
Ozarks. There is as much life and activity dis
played there as in any to~ in the State of the same • 
size. 

PRODUCTIVENESS. 

The lands of the county vary greatly as to quality. 
but, keeping out 'Of the valleys, which are generally 
of a deep, rich loam, and liable to wash from the 
freshets, the upland is sandy and well adapted to. 
the raising of small grains. The average 'yield. of 
wheat in ordinary years being from twelve and a half 
to :fifteen bushels to the acre, although when prop
erly cultivated the yield is often more than doubled. 
and the instances are many where it reaches twenty
:flve, thirty, and even forty bushels. ..A. prominent 
:farmer of the county in experimentinglastyea.rwitli. 

· clover as a fertilizer, had au ave,age of forty·:f!Te 
bushels per acre on a :five acre piece. 

THE CLIM.A.TE. 

The climate is mild. The extremes reached by the 
thermometer being one hundred and four degrees 
above to sixteen degrees below zero. These are the 
extremes, the former being.the highest point reached 
laat·summer, and the latter the lowest point reached 
during some eleven years. The winters aro not 
long. 

DOUGLASS -COUNTY. 

:Q.ouglass County is situated between latitude 36° 
fi()' and S7" north and longitude 112° and 9S" wesi 

. tram GreenwiCh. · 
The length of the countv is forty-Jive miles and 

width eighteen miles, Its area is 810 square 
miles, and its population numbers about '1,000. 
The principal streams are th1> North Fork 

and Bryant's :E;ork of White River, Big BeaTer 
Sp'ring Creek, and a great number of smaller 
streams of ro.nnlng water. 

THE CLIMATE 

is mild and salubrfous. At no time is it 110< cold but 
what persons may perform their daily aroea.ti~ 
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with comfort, and in summer the heat is not as in· 
tense as in some of the more northern counties. At 
no time within the recollection of the oldest inhab
itants has the thermofneter run five degrees below 
zero nor higher than one hundred above. 

The countv is situated at the foot of the Ozark 
Mountain o,; the south, thereby causing swift run
ning streams. The mountains form the water-shed 
of all the streams south of them in the State. 

TIU~ SURF A.CE 

l! composed of hills and valleys, and there is also 
considera1ile bottom land. The soil is varied. The 
bottom lands or creek valleys are composed of a 
rich productive soil, which yields good crops of 
corn and cottop.. The uplands include fine farming 
and grazing land. Stock of all kinds do well. 1t·1s 
particularly adapted to raising stock, such as cattle, 
sheep and hogs. There is abundance of mast, and 
hogs will fatten, on it. There is a rich and sponta
neous growth of grass on the hills and the unculti
vated portion of the valley lands, affording plenty 
of pasture tor cattle and sheep. There is plenty of 
pure water for stock furnished by the streams 
described as above, and we 1night say thousands of 
never-failing springs of the purest water. The 
climate range and water keep the.stock free from 
all disease. 

T~E PRINCIPAL PRODUCTS 

are corn, wheat, oats, cotton and· tobacco. l!'ruits 
of all kinds are grown in Ruch abundance that there 
is as yet 110 local market for it. 

ilUNERALS. 

There is plenty of mineral in the county such as 
iron and lead, but it is so far from market as yet 
that it does not pay to mine for it, but the prospect 
for a railroad through the northern part of the 
county (the Kansas City & llfemphis Railroad) is 
good, and wl>.en it does come the mineral produc
tions will pa~ tile miner for hiR labor. 

TIMBER AND W A.TEit. 

There is an abundance of timber in the county 
for fuel and building purposes. In the eastern 
portion of the county are found extensive pine 
forests that furnish lumber for home and nearl v all 
of the southweste)On part of l\fissouri, and in- the 
western part is found hickory, oal-, ash, walnut aucl 
various other kinds of wood suffi.cient to furnish 
timber for all purposes for many generations to 
come. Nearly all the streams in the county fornish 
water-power sufficient to run all kinds of machinery. 

COST 01<' LANl>. 

There is in the county 518,048 ac.res of land of which 
130,648 acres are taken up. There are 14,400 acres of 
school land,5,000 of indemnity land, and 23,4-10 acres 
of agricultural college lands, leaving a total of 
385,000 acres of government land subject to home
stead entry. The whole cost of making a home
stead entry of one hundred and sixty acres is about 
fifteen dollars, making about nine cents per acre. 
Besides there are about 7,000 acres of townBhip 
school lands not yet surveyed that can be bon"ht 
for twenty-five dollars per acre, also 28,040 acres" of 
indemnity and college lands that can be bought at 
the same price, and improved farms sell at three to 
ten dollars per acre, owing to locality and improve
ments. 

SCHOOLS AND MORALS. 

There are in the county thirty-two school houses, 
and good schools taught in each district in the 
county three months annually. The morals of the 
county are good, as the law is strictly enforced. 

111ERCANTILE INTERESTS. 

There are in the county seven saw and thirteen 
grist mills. Merchandise is handled in the three 
villages in the county, viz. : A. va, the county seat 
Arno and Richville. Ava has a population of about 
175; Arno, 100, and Richville, 75. 

DUNKLIN COUNTY. 

Dunkl.ill County is in the extreme southeastern 
portion of the State (it and Pemiscot being the 'lX· 
treme southern-counties) ; it is bounded on the north 
by Stoddard County, on the east by New Madrid and 
Pemiscot Counties, on the south aud west by the 
St{lte of Arkansas. It is forty-four miles long and 
va17ing in width from ten to twenty-four miles. 

SURFACE CHA.'RACTERISTICS. 

The soil, for the greater part, is a black sandy loam, 
of unsurpassed fertility, equal if not superior to anv 
in the Mississippi Valley. The westeni. portion ,;f 

th.e coun_ty, bordering on the Rt. F:rancois Riv(':r, 
abounds m. fine, valuable timber, such as ash, black 
walnut, white oak, poplar, hickory, etc. There have 
been several million feet of fine black walnut lumber 
shipped from Malden 'this season·. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. 

The prineipal products are. cotton, corn, wheat, 
peanuts, castor beans, etc. 

It is estimated that there are 61,400 acres m culti
vation, one-fourth of which, 15,300 acres, was in cot
ton in 1879. The gin reports show over 14,000 baJ.es 
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ginned in the county. Few of these bales weigh less 
than 500 pounds, and often as much as 700 pounds. 
T-he revenue to the county from cotton alone will 
not tall short of $750,000 for the year. The corn crop 
is estimated at 3,000,000 bushels. The a.nnua.l ship· 
ment of cattle is about 16,000 head, and hogs a.bout 
20,000 head. The annual revenue ·from fur is 
about $15,000. There is excellent ·range for both 
hogs a.nd cattle, and it is never necessary to 
feed them more than three or four months in the 
year. 

A failure in crops in this country is impossible, 
unless trom want of cultivation. The heaviest rain· 
fall only hinders farmers a few hours, whereas, in a 
clay soil it would require two or three days drying. 
On the other hand there exists no danger from 
drouth, as the water is so. near the surface ·of the 
ground that during the most severe drouths moist
ure enough Will rise during the night to keep the 
crops in good growing condition. 

.WATER. 

And as for water, no country in the world can 
boast of so good an article, so easily and cheaply 
procured. It is only necessary to drive a pump, 
which costs from ten to twenty dollars, to a depth 
of from sixteen to twenty-four feet, which can be 
done in two hours, and a stream of water as clear 
as crystal, as pure as a snowJlake, and almost as 
cold as ice itself, will reward the labor. 

PRICE OF FARMS. 

improved farms are held at a tolerably high figure, 
persons owning such farms being content to live on 
them, knowing that they could not better themselves 
elsewhere. J.and partially improved ean be bought 
at from five to ten dollars per acre. Unimproved 
land can be bought much cheaper; there are large 
tracts of fertile, unimproved lands, that can be 
bought for two dollars per acre, and on terms that 
will snU any kind of a purchaser. 

EDUCATIONAL, SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

There is now more interest being manifested in 
the cause of education than ever before in the 
history of the county. Every school district in the 
county has it~ six months school, and some districts 
longer terms; a better class of new school houses 
is being built, and the schools are"all in a prosperous 
condition. There are thirty-eight church organiza. 
tions of various denominations in, the county. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Malden, the ·largest town in the county, is at 
present the terminus of the Little River Valley & 
Arkansas Railroad, and grown -qp from· nothing in 
the short space of two years to a town of SQQ inhab
its.nts. It is surrounded by a beautiful level, fertile 
country, and is growing veIJtfast. 
. Clark.ton, seven miles from Malden, is in a .dne, 

healthy locality, surrounded by good well improved 
farms. Its society, schools and churches are as 
good as· can be found in So11theast Missouri. 

Kennett, the county seat, is near the center of the 
county, and is the oldest town in it. 

Cotton Plant, on Grand Prairie, and Hornervflle, 
in the extreme south, and Four-Mile, in the north· 
west, on what is known as "The Ridge,''· are all 
good business points, surrounded by good society 
and a good class of farmers. • 

RAILROADS. 

The Little River Valley & Arkansas Railroad is 
now running from New Madrid, on the Mississippi 
River, to Malden, and will shortly be extended into 
Arkansas, west, and to Oape Girii.rdeau, on the other 
end. 

A route has been surveyed from Dexter through 
the country south, which will doubtless be built 
soon, and will give the county all the railroad facil
ities she needs. Upon the whole no other county 
in the State can hold out more and better induce. 
ments to immigrants than Dunklin County. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY. 

Franklln Oounty is situated in the central portion 
of Eastern '.Missouri, and is bounded north by the 
Missouri River, east by St. I,ouis and Jefferson 
Counties, south by Washington and Craw:ford 
Counties, and West by Gasconade County. The 
county was organized in 1819. Union0 the county 
seat, was located in 1826, at the geographical center 
of the county. 

The area of the county is 559,360 acres, one-third 
of which is under cultivation, one-third· may be 
classed as mining lands, and fully one-half is more 
or less wooded or timber lands. 

l'OPULATION AND WEALTH, SCHOOLS AND 

CHURCHES. 

The population, by the United States census of 
18'70. was 30,098. The estimated value of the real 

and personal property was $15,500,000, and for tax
able purposes the assessed value was ~.863,449. The 
rate of taxation for all purpqses was one dollar and 
seventy-eight cents on the one hundred dollars. 

The county is divided iuto tweh'e civil townsl).ips 
and one hundred and seven school districts, each 
distTict is supplied with u public school house. The 
schools are wen attended, and great pride is taken· 
by the people in their success. 

There are sixty-seven chrirch· buildings in \1;he 
county, divided among many Protestant Denomilia· 
tions and the Roman Catholics, who have· several 
very costly structures at different po.ill.ts in 1!b.e 
county. 

RAILROADS. 

Two railroads tra.verse the county. The M"issouri 
Pacific skirting the northern lin.e along the channel 
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of the Missouri River. The St. Louis & San Fran
cisco road p·asses through the eastern half of the 
county diagonally, and joins the Missouri Paci:llc 
road at the town of Pacllic, in the northeast corner 
·of the county, from where the two roads use the 
same road-bed to St. Louis. 

These two railro·ads, supplemented by the Missouri 
River, give ample freight facilities for all the pro
ducts and manufactures of the county, and brings 
every town, hamlet and farni in close connection 
with St. Louis and the Eastern and European 

·markets. 

COUNTY ROADS. 

·There are thirt;)l·Six miles of rock roads in the 
county, and dirt· roads intersect the county every
'where. All the rivers and streams are weU bridged 
with iron or wood. 

:rim NATURAL WATER SYSTEM 

of the county is magnificent. The Missouri River 
drains the whole northern portion. The Meramee 
and Bourbuese Rivers and their branches, fed' by 
thousands of living springs, water and dram two
thirds of the eastern portion. The western part of 
the county has the Bouef and St. Johns, and lesser 
creeks, with innumerable springs on every tract of 
lal).d. 
· These rivers, creeks and springs furiiish immense 
water-power, which, when utilized by the people, 
will make the coIDJ.ty a large manufacturing center 
of agricultural implements, furniture, carriages, 
etc. 

MANUFACTURES. 

The county already beasts over thirty grist and 
saw mills, besides. :6.ve or six steam merchants 
niills, which tui:n out eallb thirty-six thousand 
. barrels of 1lour for export a year. 

· :NEWSPAPERS. 

There are published in the county four weekly 
newspapers - three in English and one in German. 

ASSOCIATIONS. 

The county has the usual number f>f societies and 
associations. Public enterprise supports a tlour
ishing agricultural and mechanical association, 
which ranks the equal of any outside of St. Louis. 

THE CLIMATE 

of the county is mild and healthy. But little snow 
1&lls iB. winter, and ice is. a very precariop.s crop. 
Al?ng some of the streams chills and fevers linger, 

· but are fast disappearing before the adYa.nce of the 
. plow and hoe. 

THE.TIMBER 

·of the county is .mostly oak, walnut, pecan, syca
more, poplar, and other hard woods. The oaks and 
bntternuts yieldsu:f!ieient inast, in ordinary years, to 
teed and· fatten thousands of swine with very little 
other food. 

GRASSES AND STOCK-RAISING. 

Blue grass is indigenous to the soil. This and 
-other nutritoug wild gra.Sses grow lnxuriantly and . 

cover with a rich green c.arpet, the hills and valleys 
two-thirds of the year; Young stock is rarely 
housed or fed the year round. Sheep-raising· is 
being in1;roduced quite extensively into the county. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

The general surface of the county is quite brokQn, 
particularly the southeast portion, where the rich 
mineral region of Southern Missouri and Northern 
Arkansas commences. Lead, iron and copper ores 
crop out of all the hills and bluffs, as well as show
'ing on the surface in the rich valleys. In this section 
are very valuable mines of lead and iron. Thousands 
of pounds of lead have been marketed in the past 
from one mine-the Virginia-and this is only one 
in :tiftjr extensive lead mines worked. There are 
several large iron smelti:lagworks along the railroad 
which passes through this portion of the county. 
Both lead and iron are in inexhau~tible quantities, 
and it is estimated that one thousand miners will be 
at work in this section before another twelvemonth. 
Copper, marble, onyx, kaolin, clays and building 
rock . fill this whole tract of country with untold 
wealth. 

AGRICULTURAL. 

The lands along the streams, known as second 
bottom, and the hill slopes al!!.d ridge lands for gen· 
eral farming cannot be surpassed. Corn yields in 
the bottoms ·eighty to one hundred bushels. to the 
acre; wheat on the uplands :tiftee:u. to twenty-five 
bushels. Fruits of all kinds grow abundant 'On the 
·hill tops and along the rock ridges. This country is 
well suited to vegetables, :fruits and root crops. 
There is a home market for everything the farmer 
can raise among the mining population, which., in a 
few years, will be .cou.nted ,by the tens of thousands . 

PRICES OF LAND. 

Large a.mounts of land are in ma1·ket, for sale at 
from one dollar and fifty cents to two dollars and 
Jifty cents for wild lands, and farms with fair im
provements at eight to twenty-five dollars per acre. 

THE NORTHERN '.PORTION 

of the county, along the Jlfissouri River, is in its 
bottom lands as fertile as the cl:tssic. delta of the 
Nile. The soil is of a rich loam, from five to twenty. 
:five feet deep. Corn, tobacco and hemp yield 
enormous crops. The uplands, the hillsides and 
the ridge lands yield large crops of the cereals and 
fruits. No country under the sun repays tM tiller 
better than the fanning lands in this county. 

TOWNS AND HAMLETS. 

There are quite a number of towns and hamlets in 
the county. Washington, flfty-:tive miles from st. 
Louis, on the Missouri River and the Missouri 
Pacific Railway is the principal one in po1mlation, 
trade and wealth. Its population is about 3,500, 

. mostly Germans and of German descent. ·It has two 
merchant steam :tiouring mills and several ·other 
manufacturing establishments. In the town is lo·· 
cated the hospitai of the Missouri Pacific Railway, 
an institution which adds much to the renown of 
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the place. The town does a larg!l shipping trade 
in hog products, :f!onr and wheat. Bnt the great 
shipping interest will soon concentrate in fire rua.d 
potter's clay to the manufactories of St. Louis, as 
a most wonderful discovery has lately been made 
and developed. The clay bank has long been known 
but only within tbe last few weeks has· its wonder
ful capacit7 been brought to light. It will soon 
become the greatest e:i..'}'lort from the county, and 
when manufactured at the bank, make the town one 
of large interest and employ hundreds of !muds. 

The next town in size is Paci:tlc, at the junction 
of the two railroads of the county, and has about 
1,200 inhabitants and one steam :tloul'ing mill. From 
this point large quantities of glass snnd i• shipl)eu 
to St. Louis glass works. On.the St. Louis & San 
Francisco Railway, are located ·several bl'islrniining 
towns: Moselle, near where are the great iron 
works. St. Clair, on the same foad, near which .are 
the great Virginia lead· mines where there are two 
shafts over three hundred feet in depth. From this 
mi.ne millions of pounds of lead have been taken .in 
past years. Next comes Stanton, celebrated for 
the immense cropping of copper ore. Sullivan, is 
the last town within the county on the line of the 
railroad. This is the shipping point of the Hamil
ton Iron Works, one of the most extensive in the 
country. Near Sullivan nre kn0\n1 to exist very 
valu.ablc marble, kaolin, and building rock said to 
·equal the Wm'l·ensburg i·ock. Onyx and lithographic 
stone has been found in paying quantities; 

'0n· the lllissouri Pacific Railway, west of Paciftc, 
first comes Gray's Sp.mmit, smTOunded by the best 
cultivated .lands in the county, and Labadie, one 

a1nong the oldest stations on the road, and .Augusta 
and South Point. .A.bove Washington on th~ rail·. 
road and river is New Haven. Thia is a very 11our· 
ishing town of about 800 population, several stores 
and a merchant steam flouring mill, and besides 
Washington has the oii.l.y · steam ferry across the 
Missouri River. There are two other little hamlets 
on the line of the road above, known as 'Utah and 
Berger. 

Union, the county seat, fa a beautiful town in the 
center of the county cot'itaining about 300 inhabi· 
tauts and a brick court house, stone jail and several 
:f!ne brick residences, a steam :tlou1· mill and beer 
brewery. The surrounding country is extremely 
beautiful and the finest farming land in the State. 
There are quite a number of little hamlets in the 
interior of the county and several mining towns in 
the southeast part of the county, where large 
quantities of mineral are being dug and shipped to 
St. Louis. · 

SUMMARY. 

To sum up, Franklin County presents to the emi
grant one of the ve17 1inest localities for a ·happy 
and pro1itable home in the broad West. There are 
immense bodies of wild land to be hnd at very low 
prices and cultivated farms are offered extremely 
low. General farming will pay better than in most 
any other portion of the State, as owing to the 
large mining interests a home market Will always 
take all the surplus.produce which can be raised. 
The county is nn anamoly. Land as cheap and as 
plenty as in the new territories, with all the con~ 
veniences around, an old settled country can boast 
-s.ehools, churches and tlie best of society. 

GASCONADE COUNTY. 

Gasconade County became a municipal corpora. 
tion immediately after the admission of the State 
into the Union in the year 1821, as on the 15th day of 
,fanuary of that year the first county court was or
g1tnized. In the year 1828the1!rst permanent county 
Heat was located at Ji!ount Sterling; and in 1842 said 
i'olmty seat was removed to Hermann, which re• 
inoval, together with the burden of debt left on the 
eonnty after its division into Osage and Gasconade 
Counties, brought Gasconade so itito debt that conn· 
ty scrip wa~ exchanged at twenty-:tlve cents on the 
dollar. · 
. The Increase of population, with the consequent 

thl'ift and dnterprise, soon afforded means for liqui
dating the obligation, and for :many years.past affairs 
have been ·so judiciously managed as. to leave the 
county entirely tree from debt andin a prosperous 
condition. 

The county is situated south of the Missouri :River, 
and -.bout eighty miles west of the '.Mississippi River 
in ranges four, five and si:x, west of the Fifth Princi
pal ;M,eridian of the. United States, and in townships 

numbers 4.-0, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45 and 46, north of the base· 
line, and contnins 323,176.65 acres at an assessed val. 
nation of $1,533,578, while the assessed valuation of 
personal property in the county is $1,130,20i. · 

There is almost every variety of 

SURF.A.CE CIU.B.A.CTERISTICS . .A.ND SOIL. 

The rich bottom lands of the rivers and small 
streams, the level and undulating pl'lllries, the hick· 
ory and post oak tablelands, gentle slopes and steep 
hillsides, variegated with hills, hollows; caves, cliffs, 
bluffs and deep ravines, making it healthful R\ld pe
culiarly adapted to tile wants of the most caprt• 
cions. There is is ·an abundance of timber for all 
ordinary purp(>ses. 

The lowest bottoms are the.most fertile; next in 
order of fertility are the gentle slopes when covered 
with a mixed growth, a.s white oak, black and white 
walnut, shell-bar.II: hickory, with hazel or snmao 
underbrush. Of the third class are tbe pin oa.k, 
shell-bark hickory atidprail'ie lands •. Of the fourth 
class are the white oak, black oak and white hickory .. 
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lands, when intermixed with sumac and hazel un
dergr~wth. The post oaJ;: table lands belong to the 
:Jifth class, and the black-jack with white clay under
soil, to Ute sixth. 

It ls a uniform characteristic of all the uplands, 
that from the dark red undersoil the fertility gradu
ally declines until the white clay lands, the least 
fertile of all, arc :reached. 

In the northern and west<.orn portion of the county 
the surface ls very hilly; in the eastern, the slopes 
are more gentle; while the southern portion forms 
small plateaus, these being separated from the 
streams by steep hills, bluffs or gentle slopes. 

There arc about 3,500 acres of prairie land lying 
nearly in one tract between the headwaters of the 
Third Creek and the Ilourbols Rizer. There is but 
little bottom land along the Missouri River, the hills 
terminating abruptly at the water's edge. The large 
tract of about 1,600 acres in the northwestern corner 
of the county is the only one of note. The largest 
tracts of bottom land are near the mouth of the Sec-., 
ond Creek on the Gascom•de River, about the center 
of the west line of the county; smaller tracts are 
found near. other water courses. 

Along the tributaries of the Gasconade River the 
rock is limestone; on the other streams it is chiefly 
sandstone or flint. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. · 

The inhabitants are engaged chiefly in agricnl
iure. Nearly 60,000 acres are already in a high state 
of cultivation, and about as much more may still be 
reduced to tillage, and land is for sale at prices 
ranging from one dollar to .fifty dollars an acre, and 
.on long terms. 

The average annual crops a.re: 
Wheat .•.. -.••...••••••••..... .400,000 bushels 
Oats ••• -••..•...•...•• ·-- - ..•.. 170,000 
Rye ..••..• , •••..•••........•.•• 10,000 

Corn •••••. -••.•..• -•....•.•...• 300,000 
Potatoes .. -.. -••• -••.••...... -. 40,000 

:Ba1·ley .............. ······-··-· 7,000 
Tobacco .. -. . .. . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . S,000 ponuds 
Wool .•...... - . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . • • • 25,000 

YINICULTCRE, FRUIT, STOCK-RAISING. 

The climate and soll are peculiarly adapted to the 
grape culture. The beautiful slopes throughout 
the northern. part of the county are covered with 
nnes. It is estimated that between 1,000' and 1,200 

acres are now cultiYnted in gra1)ei yield.Ing annually 
1tbont 450,000 gallons of wine, which is disposed o.f 
lit about $l25~000. It is exported to all parts oi the 
United States, and within the last year a trade has 
been opened up with some parts of Europe. 

The;e are about 3,000 acres in orchards. Apples 
and peaches of rare quality and superior flavor are 
produced in alJundance. 

Stock-raising is. not very extensively fol.lowed, 
though several hundred head of cattle, hogs and 
sheep, and some horses and mules, are e:i.-ported 
annually. 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES. 

The county is divided into :fifty-four school dis
tricts. Schools are in session from :four to ten 
,months during the year. 

The school population i8: 'Whites, male, 2,117; 
female, 1,915; colored, mile, 17; female, 8. 'l'ota.J, 
3,057; of whom in the year 1879 there were enrolled: 
Male, 1,3:32; female~ 1,112. Total, 2,442. Total num~ 
ber of da:ts attendance, 156,:190; average number of 
scholars attending each day in county, 1,593,546; 

average number of scholars attending each day in 
each school, 31,246; azerage salary of teachers: 
male, $57.S.5; female, $34.91, per month. Value of 
sch~ol property in the county, .~18,700, not including 
a German-English school at Hermann, which has a 
building valued at about $10,000 and a fund of ~10,000 
more, the interest of which is annually expended 
for.school purposes. The expenditures for school 
purposes (public schools only) for the year 1879 were 
$14,077.17. 

CHURCHES. 

There are thirty-two churches, of the following 
denominations: Evangelical, eight ;Lutheran, three; 
Congregationalist, one; Presbyterian, six; Catholic, 
six; :Baptist, three, and Methodist, fize. The 
churches own 689.53 acres of land and some very 
tine church buildings, which are valued at about 
$30,000. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

'Hermann, the county seat and metropolis of the 
county, is beautifully situated on the right bank of 
the Missouri River, at the entrance of Frene Creek. 
It contains about 1,500 inhabitants, almost exclu
sively Germans. It has three newspapers, "The 
Independent,"" The Volksblatt," a German paper, 
and "The ... A .. dvertil':ler-Courier." 

The buildings are. substaRtial, mostly of brick, 
and the streets are macadamized, and owing to 
judicious management on the part of the Board .of 
Trustees, the town is free from debt, and in a 
prosperous condition. 

Gasconade City lies at the mouth of the Gasconade 
River. It has about 200 inhabitants, who are engaged 
chielly in the shipment of railway ties, a large 
number of . which are annually ratted down tile 
(j;asconade River to that point. The llfisson:riPacific 
Railway passes through the city. 

Morrison ls a nice village situated on the Missouri 
Pacific Railway, about twelve miles west of Her
mann, and has about 200 inhabitants. 

Drake is a new town, though it is an old post-ofiice. 
It is at the crossing of tile Old State Road and the 
Iron Road, the main thoroughfare of the county, and 
has a population of about sixty. 

Other post-offices, stores, blacksmith shops, grist 
and saw mills are located at convenient places all 
over. the county, so that farmers are not incon
venienced by such daily wants. 

POPULATION. 

Of the whole population of the county, 6,670 are 
of foreign (mostly German) parentage. lt is esti
mated that the population has increased 2,000 to 
2,500 since 1870, making the present population about 
12,000 to 12,500. 

The inhabitants are thrifty and well regulated, a.a 
well as law-auiding people. 
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WATER. 

'!'he county is well watered, being traversed by 
numerous creeks and the Gasconade and J3ourbois 
Rivers, while the northern boundary Is formed by 
the Missouri River. The main creeks are the Frene 
Creek, running north into the Missouri River, First 
Creek, 'running north and west, emptying into the 
Gasconade River, the Little J3erger, Big Berger and 
Boeuf Creeks, running east into Franklin County, 
and being tributaries to the Missouri River. The 
Red Oak and Dry Fork are tributaries to the Bour
bois River, and together with that river have an east 
by northern course. Second Creek has a north
western course, and Third Creek a western course, 
both being tl"ibutaries to the Gasr.onade River, which 
beautiful stream passes along through the north· 
western part of the county. The Gasconade River 
was lately surveyed by the United States Govern· 
ment, and it is proposed to imp1'ove the same for 
navigation, although seve1·al ~mall steamboats are . 
now running on the same, affording excellent 
facilities for the shipment of grain and other pro
ducts from the adjacent country to the St. Louis 
market. · 

TRANSPORTA'l'ION. 

The facilities for cheap transportation are very 
good. The Missomi Pacific Railway passes through 
the entire width of the county along the northern 
part, and the southern part of the. county extends 

within twelve to :fifteen miles of the St. Louis &s 
San Francisco Railroad, while the grand Missouri 
River, with her :fine and regular packet and passen
ger steamers giviis another mode of shipment. Tba 
l"iver and railroad accommodations can hardly be 
$urpassed. There are four steamboats owned here 
and run in the interest of the county. 

MA.NUF .ACTURES. 

Manutactories are not very extensively carried on 
in the county, being confined to a large hub factory 
on the Bourbois River, and a flouring mill with a 
capacity of about 25,000 bushels per annum, which 
latter is located at Hermann. 

MINERALS. 

Coal of medium quality is found in the middle 
:ind southern part of the county with prospecting 
and boring, with good indicati.ons in other locali
ties. Iron is .found on the surfacejn many parts of 
the county, especially in the westem and southern 

· portions, on the Gasconade River bluffs the Third 
Creek hills, and near the Red Oak and Dry Fork 
Creeks and Bourbois River as well as on the prairie 
hi the center of the county. 

There has been more prospecting for lead than 
any other mineral, and what promises to become an 
important mine was lately opened up in the southern 
part of the county. 

GENTRY COUNTY. 

Gentry County is pa.rt. of the beautiful "Grand 
River Country," adjoining the :Platte Purchase, and 
on its eastern boundru.'Y, and is equal if not superior 
to the latter in· fe1-tility of soil, smoothness of sur 
face, abundance of water and timber, and in all the 
other essentials that constitute the make up of a 
rich and prosperous country. 

The county is bounded on the west by Nodaway, 
on the east byHanison, on the south by DeKalb, and 
on the n:orth by Worth Counties. It is only twelve 
miles south from the Iowa line, and thirty iniles 
northeast trom St. Joseph, and is at the center of 
the i·lches t corn, cattle and hog produe!ng country 
in the United States. The. county is twenty-four 
miles long by twenty and one-half wide,. and bas an 
ai:ea of 322,880 acres, all, available for farming pur
poses a.n.d nearly .all sv.sceptible of cultivation. 
There is no waste land in the county. 
· · The. population of the county is over 18,000 and is 
composed of as. thrifty, orderly, quiet and law~abid· 
ing a set of people as !iv~ in the. older States. 

THE FA.OE OF THE QOW<TRY 

~ l:indnlating, stil'ilciently so tO attoi:d good :ilat· 
1ual drainage, and is di,vided up into beautiful prai ~ 

ries, lying between the three forks of Grand River~ 
which traverse the county a few miles .distant from 
each other, bordering the prairies with belts of oak, 
walnut and other timber valuable for farming pur. 
poses, while. the prairies a.re. dotted over in every 
direction Vlith groves of timber whinh seem to have 
been designed by nature to adorn the home·of the, 
settler and to afford shelter for his domestic ani
mals.· The river bottoms a.re wide and high, gener.• 
ally above overfiow, and the county is especially 
favored with a large proportion of this class of the 
most valuable farming land. · 

THE SOIL 

is a dark alluvial of a. surprising depth even on the 
highest prairies, as is everywhere amply shown by 
the luxnria.nt growth of the crops of corn, wheat and 
grass; and the river bottoms dill'er in this respect 
from the prairies only in the soil being an unneces
·sarily gTeater depth; the subsoil is wonder:fully 
capable of withstandins- b&th drov.th and excess Qf 
inoistnre; equally well; in the latter case it absorba 
water like . a sponge, and retains a su:llieiency to 
withstand· all .demands that may be made upon~ 
during a spell of dry weather. · 

; . 
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THE CLillfATE 

is mild and healthful-there are no swamps nor wet 
lands; hence no :rniasmas. The air is dry and brac
-~g, particularly during winter, hence is especially 
favorable to weak-lunged people. The winters are 
short and with but little rain or snow fall; the 
changes are not sudden, nor is the weather as cold 
as in the Eastern States and those further north. 
Spring comes early, affording a longer season for 
planting crops and other summer work; the sum
mers have but few uncomfortably hot days, while 
the nights· are always cool and pleasant; but the 
long, mild, delightful autumn is the most charming 
season of this country. It is almost invariably dry, 
and just cool enough for comfort until late in De
cember, and is by far the most delightful season of 
the year. 

The piercing winds wllich sweep the prairie 
countries west and north, ancl are tile most disa
greeable feature of iife beyond the :Missouri River, 
are almost urlknown here, while the hot, scorching 
winds of the Kansas summers are entire strangers 
to Missouri-the many timber belts and groves before 
alluded to are protection and safeguard against 
them. 

TIMBER 

is abundant, and well distributed all over the coun
ty. Native timber is worth from one dollar to one 
dollar and a half per hundred, and cord wood from 
two to three dollars delivered at the door. 

COAL, 

though not yet developed, owing to the abundance 
<>f timber, certainly underlies tile county at no great 
depth, as every indication exists, and the best au
thorities agree as to its presence. 

WATER 

is as abundant and well distributed as the timber, 
the streams of Grand River and their numerous 
tributaries afford stock water in all parts of the 
<>ounty, and springs are numerous all over the 
<iountry. No trouble is experienced in:findingwater 
in wells sunk to a depth of fromftfteen to thirty-five 
feet. 

ROCK 

<>f the choicest quality for building aud other pur
poses, ls well distributed throngl10ut the county. 

THE CROPS. 

All the products of this latitude are a success 
here. It is a grand corn country, and :from 1,500,000 
to 3,000,000 bushels are annually grown, the ·yield 
ranging from tllirty-nine to ninety bushels per acre. 
Wheat is an excellent crop, especially in the oak 
and hickory timber solls, where"filteen to thirty-ftve 
bushels per acre are raised by good farmers. with as 
much certainty as in Nebraska or lllinnesota. Oats 
are generally a heavy crop, giv~g thirty t6 seventy 
bushels per acre. Rye is an unquali:fied success. 
:Barley does well. Buckwheat, broom corn, tobacco, 
hemp, sorghum, Hungarian, millet, vegetables with
<>nt end, fruits and grasses, all fiourish in thi~ rich 
lllOil. 

AS A GRAZING COUNTRY 

Gentry County need acknowledge no superior. It 
is a very paradise of the wild and domestic grasses. 
JI.fore than one hundred varieties of the wild prairie 
grasses. still remain upon the native ranges, giving 
the most nutritious pasturage from April to Sep
tember. 

Blue gi·ass fairly luxuriates in this deep, flexible 
soil, and is fast making the conquest of forest and 
prairie. Like white clover it is indigenous to the 
country. The timothy and clover meadows are 
equal to the best in Ohio, l\iiclligan or Illinois. 

Live stock exports of the county now reach 20,000 
swine, 8,500 mLttle, 1,800 horses and mules, and about 
S,000 sheep, which, at present figures, would aggre
gate the magnificent sum of $1,030,500. And yet not 
more than twenty-live per cent. of the stock-o;row, 
ing resources of this rich county are developed. 

THE FRUIT INTEREST 

prospers here, as everywhere in North Missouri. 
Fine, thrifty, fruitful orchards, vineyards and small 
fruit yards attest the success of this noble industry 
in every neighborhood, and the production of 
apples, pears, cherries, peaches, grapes and smaller 
garden fruits of tile highest quality might be carried 
to mammoth proportions, while the vast population 
wllich wi11 soon occupv the Upper llfissoutl valley 
to the northwest, beyond the fruit line, and to 
which the shortest possible line of railxoad con
nects, will afford a market almost at the door of the 
farmer, without an equal in the West. 

THE RAILROAD FACILITIES 

are ·unsurpassed. The St. Joseph & Des Moines 
Railroad having been completed from St. Joseph to 
Albany, is now owned and operated by the Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, which is 
about to wiqen and equip it as a standard gauge 
and complete it from Albany northward to a con
nection with the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail
road via St. Joseph, making when they are all con
solidated into the hands of one company, the 
grandest and most important railroad line on the 
continent. 

The Council Bluffs & St. Louis Branch of the Wa· 
bash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway also passes 
through the center of the county, giving a through 
line to Chicago and St. Louis on one hand and to 
Council Bluffs and the Upper Missouri Valley on 
the other, and at Darlington, the intersection of the 
two roads, competition will give shippers better 
rates than ,·.an elsewhere be had in Northwest l'.lfis· 
;ouri outside of St. Joseph, greatly to the advantage 
of those wh-o live within reach of that thriving new 
town. The Quincy, Missouri & PaciJlc, already 
completed to l\Iilan,_ only sixty miles east of Gentry 
County, is likely to be completed to a connection 
with the Wabash Railway (which company now own 
it) at some point in Gentry County during the pres
ent year. 

Thus two great railroads crossing at the center of 
Gentry Country wlll, with their branches, make it 
the local center of a. railway system, closely related 
to all the great lines of the East and West, giving 
the producers and shippers of the connty. market 
facilities equal to any wes1; of the great lakes. 
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lW SOCIAL OR· POLITICAL PROSCmPTION 

-Or intolerance ca.n he· found here. Political feeling 
is not so strong as in Ohio or Connecticut, and polit· 
ical action is as free and unconstrained as in l\fichi· 
gan or New York. The parties are closely balanced, 
and the best men secure official favor quite independ· 
ent of politics. '.rhe social order is enlightened, lib· 
eral and progressive in a high degree. Social life is 
frank, cordial and hospitable. A spirit of enterprise 
pervades all departments of life. 

SCHOOLS. 

There are seventy.five public schools and school 
houses in the county, an inalienable school fund of 
$78,000, which is being steadily increased by public 
Jines and pen11ltios, and every child in the county 
may have a thorough elementary education. There 
is not a county in the old Bay State where the laws 
are more faithfully executed, or the people more 
l&w·observing than here. 

CHURCHES. 

The Baptist Church has a large mem!Jership in the 
county, with several congregations and three or four 
preachers. The l\fethodists liave several congre· 
gations and preachers; the I>resbyterians and Re· 
formers a!Jout the same. In fact, nearly all the 
churches are represented in tho county, including 
two or three settlements of Catholics. The county 
ii 

OUT 01' DEBT, 

and with a valuation of nearly ~4,000,000, is free from 
the burdensome taxation that has brought ruin to 
,!Q many Eastern and 1Vestern municipalities. 

Progress and prosperity greet the visitor in every 
portion of the county. '.!.'here are six flouring mills, 
numerous sa;v mills, a woolen facto1'y, and several 
furniture factorie~, with hundreds of miles of fine 
hedge, superior highways, substantial bridges, bun· 
drcds of orchards and vineyards, fine farm homes 
And outbuildings, royal meadows, luxuriant blue 
grass ranges, and splendid herds in this fair and 
'.fertile county to attest tlie thrift and enterprise of 
1he people. \Vith all these eYidences of wealth, 
prosperity and progress, the visitor is astonished at 

THE LOW PRICE OF LANDS. 

The demoralization of land values all over North 
Missouri is witho11t a parallel in the history of real 
estate transactions. Good wild and improved lands; 
under the most fortunate local conditions herein 
mentioned, are selling for less than the treeless 
pfains 300 miles further west. They are 100 per cent. 
less than the near neighboring lands oi lowa; 200 
per cent, less than similar lands in Western Illinois, 
.and as ruinously cheap as they are astonishingly 
f!Ur and fertile. Five to ten dollars per acre will 
buy eho!ce prairie land, and ten to fifteen dollars, 
timber land, .while farms range all the way from ten 
~ J!fteen dollars per acre, with some at higher 
prioes, depending upon location and. improvements. 

New railroads being jtist completed into a country 
heretofore without such facilities, are giving a new 
impetus and life to all !Jusiness; now people are 
coming in, new farms opening up, new towns start
ing and new bmiuess men are seeking locations in 
the various localities which attract them. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Of the older towns, Albany, the county seat, has 
a population of1,000, ancl is the center of a rich and 
well settled farming community. It is the present 
terminus of the St .• Joseph & Des Moines Raib-oad, 
from which tile Chicago, Burlington,"<, Quincy Rail
road will extend to the main line immediately, and 
offers good openings for professional and business 
n1en. 

Gentryville, Mt. Pleasant, Alanthus, Havana. and 
Berlin are all good points, with room for more 

· business men and a larger population. 
Darlington, at the cente" of the county, and at the' 

crossing of the two railroacls, offers superior induce. 
ment~ to enterprising mendesirin,5to embark in any 
kind of business, trade or profession. 

It is remote from any othm~ town, surround~d by 
11 prairie country of exceeding richness, which is 
thickly settled with a substlJ.ntial and well-to-do 
population. Timl:>er for building and fuel is near to 
the town, abundant and cheap, as is also building 
rock of" the !Jest quality. · . 

The town has a high, healthful, 'leautiful location 
between Grand H.iver and Long Br<mch, command· 
ing a Yiew of all the adjacent country for a long dis· 
tance. · The !Jest and richest part of Qentry County,, 
lies south and west from Darlington, in which 
direction for many miles there are n<J towns what· 
ever. 

King City, handsomely located upoP the grand 
prairie, is in the midst of a magniilcen.t farming 
country, and. on the St. Joseph & D<>s Moines 
Railroad. The tributary country is large ePough and 
rich enough to support a tO'l\'11 of 1,500 soul~. 

Millen is a new station midway betweoCn . King 
City and Darlington, and is surroundea by the 
same rich prairie country winch insures a :r>rosper
ous future to the three towns last named. 

On the "Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railwav there 
are four stations in the connty, two of whirh it l~ 
expected will become towns of greater or l"~s im· 
portance, one at l\Icl<'alls, on the east sidl> ot the 

county, is in tile midst of a rich and promerous 
neighborhood, and will, without doubt, makl> <t good 
trading point; the other, Stanberry, is nAAr the 
west line of the e.ounty, and in the midst of"' rich 
praLrie country, which win undoubted!; sool' settle 
up under the influence of the railroad jnst eom· 
pleted through its midst. Being tbe "di><is!on 
town" on the Vtabash St. Louis & PacifiP R&ll
way, it has a certainty of a prosperoug 'rads 
and a hopef\11 future. . .Although only abont s!ll'. 
months old, it alread.v bas a. population ot 000 
people, and ha<1 r.eprese<1tations in all the various 
branches ot business and -0f trade, but there ls 
room for many more, and new,comers ar& ooa
stantly fiocking in. 
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GREENE COUNTY. 

Greene County is a central county of Southwest 
Missouri; is bounded on the north by Polk and Dal
las, east by Webster, south by Ch'ristian, and west 
by Lawrence and Dade Counties, and comprises an 
area of 465,622 acres. It lies for the most part upon 
what is known as the summit of the so-called Ozark 
liormtains, a series of table lnnds, delightfully un
dulating, and is made up about equally of timber 
and prairie, intersperse<! with cle:tr, bright and rapid 
stre:tms that 1low over beds oi gravel. Springfield, 
the county seat, is 241 miles from St. Louis, on the 
line of the St. Louis & San l!'rancisco Railway, and 
contains it population of about 8,000. The :first set
tlements in the county were m:tde in 1829-30, by a 
few adventurous spirits from East Tennessee. The 
population of the county in 1840, was 5,372; in 1850, 
12,785; in 1860, 13,186; in 1870, 21,549. The present 
population is estimated at 30,000, while the taxable 
wealth foots up over $10,000,000. The inhabitnnts are 
made up of people from nearly every State and sec
tion of the l'nion. 
· As an agricultural region, Greene County ranks 
with the most favored. It is eminently a wheat
growing county, while corn, rye, oats, potatoes and 
tobacco yield abundant returns. It is a natural blne 
grass region, furnishing good pasturage for stock 
three-fourths of the year. 

LANDS AND SOILS. .,. 

Greene County shows many varieties of •oil, which 
may be roughly classed as follows: 

First. The mulatto soil, a rich; reddish, friable 
loam, well suited to the growth of corn, wheat and 
other cereals, and producing well any crop suited 
to this latitnde. This is the prevailing soil· of the 
county. 

Second. The coarse-grained, or black soil, which 
is very much like the best Illinois prairie. It is rich, 
easily worked. and produces well in all c1·ops. 

On Kickapoo prairie, son th of Springfield, are large 
areas of this soil, and it is also iound in a portion of 
the valley and bottom lands of the county. 

Third. The post oak soil, so named from the pre
vailing growtll of timber upon it. This land gener
ally lies very level and iree from stone. It is a heavy 
clay of a whitish-brovin color, and is the best land 
for tobacco, producing a choice article of that crop. 
Grass, also, does remarkably well on this soil, and 
meadows sown on it remain in good condition an 
indefinite length of time, and produce heavy crops 
of timothy for many years. 

With proper cultivation the post oak kind pro
duces good crops of wheat and oats, but it is not so 
well adapted for corn. 

Fourth. The :fine-gra.ined, bla.ck soil, rich as any 
land can be, hut generally lying low, and too wet 
for cnltivation in ordinary tield crops. It will. how
ever, produce very heavily in meadow, and wl1ere 
so locate<! as to be cultivated, yields aJ:mndantly in 

corn or oats. There is but little of this soil in the 
county. 

The county is well watered by numerous large 
and small streams, fed by never-failing springs. 
The Pomme de 'l'erre River, East Fork of Sac River, 
James River, and the nnmerous tributaries of these 
streams intersect every portion of the county, form
ing fertile valleys, interspersed with prairie and 
strips of timber land. . 

PRICE OF FARMS. 

Cultivated or improved lands are worth fro:ru ten 
to :fifty dollars per acre. Ciumproved lands are 
valued at from two to Jlfteen dollars per acre. 
Town lots in Springfield, so by 200 feet, are helcl at 
from seyenty-11\·e to three hundred dollars. Good, 
well-located houses; containing three or four 
rooms, may be had for five hundred dollars. The 
St. Louis & San l!'rancisco Railway·Company has 
for sale in Greene County about 65,000 acres of land. 
This includes lands of all grades, and is scattered 
over the whole county, the grunt extending foi
twenty miles from the railroad on either side. The 
prairie lands of the company have mostly been dis
posed of, but there are still many thousands of 
acres of the best soils, supplied with wood, water 
and pasturage, for St\le on the easy terms offered by 
the company, viz.: One-tenth in cash and the re
mainder in seven annual imyments at seven per 
cent. interest. The i·ailroad lands yary in price 
from t\vo dollars and :fifty cents to ten dollarn per 
acre, and offer many excellent opportunities to set
tlers. 

A l~uite<1 States office is also located in Spring
Jield, l\Io. Although but few tracts of Govern
ment land yet remain vacant in Greene County 
.-the choi<~e loeations Lelongin~ to the Unite~ 
States ha1·ing been about all taken up-yet there 
are still 4,500,000 acres under its control and located 
in the counties of Laclede, Dallas, Webste1-, Doug
lass, Wright, Ozark, Taney, Christian, Stone, Barry, 
and McDonald. These lands c.an be entered undei
the Pre-emption and Homestead laws, and afford 

1 abundant scope to immigrants seeking homes. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTHl!'ULNESS. 

Greene County is the highest part of the so-c:tlled 
Ozark Mountain range, though in fact it is not 
mountainous at all, but is an area of high table 
land. The altitude of Greene County is from 1,300 te> 
1,400 feet above tide water, or about 900 or 1,000 feet 
above St. I.ouis. It will be noticed that tllis is the 
most elevated region for more than one thousaiid 
miles north, east, or south, and for several hundred 
miles west. The latitude of Springfield is about 37! 
degrees. The" above statement of the topography 
and geographical position of this county at once 
suggest an idea of its climate. 

· In general te:rJJ?cs it may be said that the climate 
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here is similar to that of ·East Tennessee or the 
Southern part of Virginia. The temperature is gen
erally mild and equable, the winters short with but . 
little snow, and the summers are pleasant. Vke 
all inland climates, it is subject to changes of. tem
pcratnre itnd to season.s of rain and drouth, yet 
extremes are not met with. The number of days in 
winter when the mercury falls to zero is very small. 
A fall of five inches of snow is very unusual. Stock 
cattle req uirc feeding from three to four months. 
In oummcr a temperature of ninety is deemed ex
cessive, though it sometimes rises higher. The 
nights are particularly pleasant and cool. It is 
safe to say that there is not, on the average, more 
than half a dozen nights in summer when it is un
<iomfortable to sleep under a blanket. Mosquitoes 
are conspicuous by their absence. There has not 
been a general failure of <Jrops on account of drouth 
since the settlement of the country. The average 
rainfall is about. forty-seven inches during the 
year. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The best lands, when properly managed, will pro
duce from sixty to ·one hundred bushels of corn, 
from twenty to :forty bushels of wheat, from forty to 
sixty bushels of oats, about fifty bushels of barley, 
from two to four hundred bushels of potatoes, 
sweet and Irish. -Broom corn and sorghum cane 

·_grow finely and yield well. , 
Oorn is successfully grown on both bottom and 

uplands, but succeeds best on the former. This 
valuable cereal, which supplies more than . any 
-other the varied wants of the people, is considered 
an almost certain crop, being always well matured 
before the autumn frosts set in. 

Wheat, the great staple of the farmers, yields 
abundantly, rarely failing to produce a full crop. 
The quality of the grain ranks high in the markets 
-of the great cities, being fol the most part rated as 
No. 1. Winter wheat is almost exclusively raised, 
but " spring" may also be successfully grown. The 
average price paid for wheat, by Springfield dealers, 
during the season of 1879-80, wa,s about one dollar. 

Oats are almost universally grown for local con
sumption, and rarely fail to produce a bountiful 
crop. Rye and barley also grow well, and command 
.g-ood .prices. 

Greene County ranks among the foremost as a 
tobacco-grow.ing county, having shown some of the 
finest specimens ever ·exhibited in St. Louis and 
-other places. The soil and climate aro admirably 
adapted to the growth of this product. The latitude 
is the same as the great tobacco-producing regions 
-of :Kentucky and Virginia, and the same advantages 
exist for producing it here. . 

The tame grasses all grow well and yield abund
antly. Timothy all(l blue grass, however, take the 
lead. The ·best lands will produce from two to 
three tons of hay per acre. Red clover has proven 
a success here, and in the future will be one of the 
leading crops <>i the county. As much of the seed 
is now raised,and thrashed here, it can now be ob
tained at a less price than formel'ly. Wild prairie 
grass will yield a ton ~o the acre. 

Blue grass for pasture is now being extensively 
used, and grows as luxuriantly here as it do.es in 
:Kentuc1.--y or any where (Jlse, as can be seen in all 
portions of \he county. 

The lands are generally dry. There is but little 
swamp l>;nd in the county. Hence farmers are not 
driven to the e:iq:iense of underdraining before cul
tivating successfully. Neither are they subject to 
drougth. 

TIMBER. 

Timber for building purposes, fencing, and fire
wood, are important considerations with the immi
grant seeking a home _in the Southwest. Unli.Ke 
treeless, prairie regions, Greene County is well sup· 
plied in this respect, with her beautifully diversified 
stretches of forest and prairie. The different kinds 
of oak, walnut and hickory are the chief forest 
trees, although elm, wild cherry, sycamo1·e, hack
berry, mulberry, !inn, maple, ash, cedar, etc., are to 
be found in many localities. A species of black oak 
(black-jack) which grows abundantly everywhere 
in the timbered portions of the county, is, ne:x:t to 
hickory, the favorite wood used for fuel. 

HORTICULTURE. 

No section of country in the Great West, or in any 
portion of the north temperate zone, possesses 
greater facilities, or more natural advantages for 
the successful growing of fruits, fiowers and vege
tables, than does Greene County. While late frosts 
oecasionally cut .short the fruit crop in some locali
ties, there are others in which the peach, plum and 
apricot (tender fruits) have been known to bear 
uniform crops, with only one failure in twenty-two 
years. It is safe to say that _the county at large will 
produce fair crops of the above fruit at least two
thirds of the years. 

The fruits that may be grown here with perfect 
assurance of remunerative returns, are the apple, 
peach, pear, cherry, plum and apricot. Also the 
grape, in many varieties, together with small fruits, 
such as the strawberry, raspberry, blackberry, cur
rant and gooseberry. Vegetable and root crops of 
all kinds grow luxuriantly. Sweet and Irish potatoes 
thrive well. The many varieties of melons pro
duced with difficulty in the north temperate zone, 
:fiourish here in great profusion, and attain marvel
ous perfection. 

STOCK-RAISING • 

The following figures will show the resources of 
the county in this particular. 

There have been shipped from Springfield Station 
alone, as sho,vn by the books of the railroad com
pany, from March I, 1879 to March 1, 1880, viz.: 

152 car loads cattle, averaging 20 to 
to the car •.•••••..••....•••••••••••.••• 2,040 

262 car loads of hogs, averaging 65 to 
the car ................................ 17,030 

51 car loads of sheep, averaging 100 to 
the car ••••••••••.•..••.••••••••••.•..• 5,100 

28 car loads of mules and horses, 
averaging 19 to the car.............. ~ 

VALUE. 

2,040 head of fat cattle, at ~- ....... $121,600 
17,0SO " " hogs, " 7., ........ US,210 
5,100 " sheep, " 5----··· !5,500 

532 mu1esandhorse11at$70, 17,240 

Total value of stock shipped ...•• -~,000 
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-----------·--------------
It is estimated by competent stock men engaged 

regularly in the bnsi11ess, that the "drive" in cattle, 
sheep and mules and horses :from the county, yearly, 
is about as follows: 

ll,000 head of cattle, valued at $15 •••••• $45,000 
6,.000 " u sheep, 2.- .... u 121000 

500 " ." mules and horses, valued 
at $60 •••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••• 30,000 

Total value of stock driven .......• $SJ ,000 
Making a grand total of 3:>,202head, valued at$390,· 

1!50, as the annual exports of stock from this county. 
There have been shipped :from stations in the conn· 
ty, outside of SpringJleld, quite ..a large amount of 
stock, but the~e have been purposely left out of this 
estimate as an offset to any that may have been 
drlven to Springfield from othel' counties. It will 
be remembered that no account is taken m this es ti· 
mate of the value of animals sold tor breeding pur
poses, whfoh, if added to the above, would make the 
amount scarcely less than $400,000. 

With the requisites for successful stock-raising, 
Gree;ne County is ahundautly blessed, and in a few 
years it is e:i..--pected that this will constitute the 
chief indnsh·y of the il1habitants. 

COUNTY CO:l!l!ERCE. 

SpringJield, the principal town, is a fair sample of 
the enterprise of the county. Capital has been 
freely invested in valuable public in1provements, 
nntil to·day, in pollit of commercial importance, 
solidity, attractiveness, and population, Springfield 
:ranks :among the most ambitious cities of the State. 
What is known as the "Arkansas trade," has, and 
With proper attention always will be, au item of il11-
port:anee to the wholesale merchants of Springfield. 
This territory embraces the leading- towns and cross
roads places of bnsmess in Northern • .\.rkansas this 
side of the Boston Mountains. It now amounts to 
$1,500,000 per annum, and is being. yearly increased. 
It .is from this country, largely, that the enormous 

q_uantities. of cotton, hide$, furs and peltry, which 
form so important a part of our exports are received. 
Tl1is trade i• looked after carefully, and such is the 
physical aspect of the country bearing to;..·ards 
Springfteld. from that section as compared with that· 
of any other city. north, south, east er west, for a 
distance of more than a hundred miles, that so long 
as its merchants manifest their present enterprise 
in catering to the wants of Northern Arkansas, it 
will be retained. · 

'.l'he wholesale trade of 8pri.nglleldis not, however, 
eon:tlned to adjacent counties in Jl1issouri and the 
.,ection of Arkansas just mentioned, but has latterly 
been pushed mto liansas, the Indian Territory and 
Texas. The cotton trade from Southern '.\Iissouri and 
Northern A;rkansas is an item H.wt is annually in
<.Teasing In value. During the :pa~t year there were 
received 9,000 bales, the greater portion of which 
wae shipped to Eastern markets. .A.s a retail market 
Springfield has no superior among cities of its 
population, being peopled by a thrifty and indns.
trlons cws as a rule, and surrounded by an excel
lent agricultural oountry. 

:RAILROADS. 

'I'he railroad facilities, while not all that eonld be 
desired, and although falling- tar short of expecta
tioll8 in the near future., yet are of a11 excellent 

character. The St. Louis & Sau Francisco Railway 
which now extends from St. Louis to the bordgrs of 
the Indian Territory on the one hand, and into the 
heart of the State of Kansas on the other, is advanc
mg wlth gigantic strides towards a position among 
the most powerful and enterprising railroads of the 
country, and it is now conceded will, under recent 
arrangements, be completed within a few years to 
the Pacific coast-making the great southern trans· 
continental route. This company llas extensive 
machine buildings and machine shops at Sp1~11g:fleld 
which give employment to several hundred hands, 
and will be doubled durmg the year. The Spring
field & Wester:n llfissouri Railroad is au enterprise· 
of great importance to SpringJleld, from a comm er· 
clal point of view, as it will afford a western and 
northern outlet. This road is now: 'completed to the 
town of .Ash Grove, in Greene Qounty, and will be 
bui].t the eom.ing summer to Fort Scott, Kansas, 
thereby giving direct connection with Kansas ·.J1t.y 
and the northwest. Another road is projected from 
the city of Sedalia to this pomt, and from thence 
south into the State of Arkansas, and operations 

·have been commenced. .A. gll!nce at the map will 
show Sprmgfield to be a natural railroad· center, as 
it was Jn days past the center of stage lines reach
inc: into the great Southwest. In addition. to Sprm
:tl.eld, Greene County has located within its borders, 
a number of prosperous towns ·and villages. The " 
principal of these is Ash Grove, situated near the 
northwestern bounda'i'y of the county, and being 
the present terminus of the Springfield & Western 
~lissom,; RaUroad. It has a population of 500 or 800, 
a handsome public school building, churches, and 
a number of the most enterprising a:nd energetic 
hnsiness men in the "'iYest. Ash Grove, aside from 
being surrounded b_ya fine agricultural country, is the 
seat of the mineral wealth of the county. There are 
several other good neighborhood towns in the 
county 'with populations ranging. from 200 to 300. 
Walnut Grove., Cave Spring, Fair Grove, Stra:ff01·d, 
Brookline and Bois D' Are, are well scattered over 
the e.otmty f01· the accommodation of the farming 
community. 

THE illINEltAL 'W1iJAL'.l.'H 

of Greene County is great, and it Is not pre
samptnous to predict that in a short time the 
county will take equal rank in this respect 
with any in the State. The pril\Cipal "inining is for 
zine and lea.d, and so far has been conducted over 
only a small surface by one company, but with most 
gratifying results, the output for one week in March 
of 1880 being 51,000 irnnnds of ftrst~elass galena. 

The ore occurs in the carboniferous limestone of 
the Burlington se1·ies, throughout the western, 
northwestern and southwestern portions of the 
connty, namely, at Brookline, .A.sh Grove and on 
Pickerel Creek, the ou.ly points where milling of 
any consequence has been carried ou," and the re· 
gion. to which the foregomg refers. Zinc ore, except 
at Brookline, has not been discovered in paying 
quantities, and unlike Jasper, Newton and Dade 
Counties, ·does not :appear to be. intimately asso-
ciated with the lead ore. . 

The lead carbonate is found close·tohe surface,. 
while tile sulphuret or galena is found from filteeu 
to seventy-two feet, in proportion to the protection 
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afforded for its p1·eservation, either by water in a 
shallow soil or il1 the abs,ence of water, heavy de
posits of clay and sand which appear indispensable 
clements in the formation, to prevent a transforma
tion of the latter to the former and perhaps render
ing them r;Imost worthless deposits. 

The east, northeast and southeastern portions of 
Ute county represent the upper and lower Saluriau 
periods and the center portion the Devonian. In 
the former the second nrngnesian rock is visible 
al.ong the headwaters of James and Pomme de 
'l'erre Itivers. Some few shafts have been sunk in 
these localities and good galena found, but not as 
yet in paying quantities, suflicient however to war
r3.nt the belief that they present a favora!Jle :field 
for prospecting operations. 

Coal does not exist in Greene County, except in 
drift deposits found in pockets in a iew pla~es. 
'£he nearest worlmble coal is in the adjoining comity 
of Dade, on the line of the Springfield & \Vestern 
Missouri Railroad. 

MANUFACTURES. 

'£he honor of being the most enterprisil1g city of 
the State in manufacturing interests in proportion 
to its population is claimed for Springfield. One of 
the best cotton mills in the State is here located and 
is supplied with the raw material from districts 
t1·ibutary to the county. A 'most complete wagon 
factory, with !o r.apacity of three thousand, wagons 
annually is another prominent industry. ,The prin
cipal rcpnir shope of the SL Louis&; San }'r:mcisco 
Railway are located at Springfield, affording em
ployment to several hundred hands. Tl1e Spring
field Iron Works would do credit to any large city. 
A large woolen 111ill, several valuable ffour mills 
and a well appointed and successful lirewery are 
also included in the liKt of manufacturing industries. 
It is confidently expected that the opportunities for 
business openings in paper mills, soap, cracker, 
broom and furniture factories will be properly ap
preciated by outside ca.pita! at lIO distant date. 

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. 

'.l'he city of Spring:field feels very juslly proud 
of its public schools. Under :i!Jle management, for 
a number of years paot, the interest and value of 
the schools have been steadily increasing, and it is 
believed that but few cities of its size in the conn· 
try can show so effective results at so small an 
exy>ensc. :From the last report of the' city schools 
it appears that an agh"l'Cgate of 1,130 white Children 
were taught during the past year at an average ex· 
pense of only five cents per scholar for each school 
day. The lligh School department furnishes the 
usual Iligh School conrse, and the advantages of 
the city schools are open "to citizens of the sur
roundin&: country on payment of a small tuition fee. 

The city has fine and commodious school buildings, 
erected a number of years ago. 

In 1879, Greene County had one 'hundred and two 
Mhool houses, and· other buildings are now rented 
wherever necessary. During the past year there 
were in operation one hundred and t;wel ve white 
and ten colored schools. In every part of the 
county school privileges of a good order will be 
found close at hand. 

Besides these, the county calls specittl attention 
to the advantages for higher education whfoh i~ 
offers in Drury Uollege. The cO'llege was founded 
at Spring:field in 1873, and since that date has !Jeen 
rapidly growing in all the elements of p.ermanent 
strength. It occupies a site of thirty acres, and 
possesses property in'buildings, endowments, lm1ds, 
etc., of about $150,000. lt has ii permanent faculty 
of ten professors, besides assistants, a,ud an aggre
gate attendance of nearly three hundred students 
per year. 

All the religious denominations are represented 
in the coun~y, apd in many instances the fiourish
h1g condition Of church :finances have permitted the 
erection of costly and !Jeautiiul temples of worship. 

l!'INANCIAL CONDITION OF TlIE COUNTY. 

'£he total assessed valuation of taxable property 
in the county, is, in round numbers, $6,000,000,. and 
the floating indel.itedness smiiller than for several 
years past. The amount incurred and unprovided · 
for, up to Janu:try lot of this year, is al.Jout p3,000. 
A.tax of one-half of one per cent. pays the ordinary 
annual current expenses~ .A. higher annual rate 
cannot !Je levied without l1 1•ote of the people. 

Taxes for the support of the public schools nre 
,, levied by the boi1rd of directors of the various dis
tricts, of which there are over one hundred in the 
county; and average in the whole county !Jetween 
forty and fort.y-:five cents on the hundred dollars of 
taxable property. In addition to this the perma
nent township ancl county school funds aggregate 
about ~,000, the annual interest of wllieh, with the 
twenty-five per cent .. of the State revenue ·set apar!; 
for 0the support of public schools, enables us to 
maintain schools, on an average, about six months 
in the year. But very few of the districts a1:e in 
debt. 

The court house, with jail attached, cost $·10,000. 
The connty also has a good three story Lorick iJuild· 
ing, which cost over lp20,000, capable of accommo
dating a!Jout fiity paupers and insane persons. In 
connection with it is a iarm of eighty acres, which 
frirnishes a good portion of the support of the 
paupers. 

Bm1kinz facilities are furnished by the Greene 
County National Bank, capital ~100,000; the First 
Nationcl Bank, capital $50,000i and the Ban1.ing 
House of C. B. Holland &; Son, capital $50,000. These 
banks are well managed and enjoy the entire con
fidence of the business community. 
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GRUNDY COUNTY. 

Grundy is situated in the second tier of counties 
south of the Iowa line and nearly midway in the 
grent pastoral region between the Mississippi and 
J.\1issouriRivers, is twenty-one miles square and con
tains 282,000 acres. 

Its county seat, Trenton, is sixty miles north of the 
Missou~ River at Brunswick, and forty miles south 
<:>f the IC!wa line. The taxable wealth of the :iounty 
is estimated at ~,250,000. 

PHYSIC.A.L FE.A.TURES. 

About three.fourths of the county is prairie, un· 
dulating and well drained, and its numerous streams 
are well wooded with valuable timber of all sorts 
common to the State. Native lnml:ll:lr is abundant, 
and very cheap. The bottom prairies a.:lford early 
range for stock, and the abundant timber wel<?ome 
shade and shelter in summer and winter. The wild 
prairie grasses exist only in the bottoms, having 
given way to blue grass, which grows here without 
e:t!'ort and kills out the native grasses. The county 
is well watered by North Grand River, and its nu
merous tributaries, the running creeks being about 
three miles apart. Very few counties iR the State 
have such an excellent proportion of prairie and 
timber, interspersed with so many :fine streams of 
water, capable of supplying abundant stock water 
in the dryest season. 

The soil is black loam of great depth, rich and 
warm, and amply repays the e:t!'orts of the energetic 
:farmer. 

.A.GRICULTUR.A.L PRODUCTS. 

The early, nutritious bottom prairie grass, the 
luxuriant blue grass, and extensive timothy mead
-0ws, reaching into the hundreds of acres, combine 
to make Grundy a notable stock county, and this is 
its chief business. 

Here are raised herds of tqie and eommon cattle, 
which are mostly stall-fed. Droves of young cattle 
are sold every year to Kansas, Nebraska, Illinois, 
t,;nd the western Territories. Horses and mules are 
~argely raised, and sold to buyers from abroad who 
trequent this market. Sheep are largely raised, and 
the count;- is well adapted to wool-growing, which 
interest is. largely on the increase, under the aU:>'Jli· 
ces of the County \Yool Growers' Association, and 
made a specialty by some farmers. 

Corn, wheat, oats, rye, potatoes, buckwheat, sor
ghum, and all the productions common to the State, 
are here raised. Tobacco was formerly a staple but 
of late has received small attention. The yield of 
corn is from forty to seventy-five bushels. 

HORTICULTURE. 

Great attention'iS paid to :fruit-growing, nearly 
every farmer having a :fine orchard, of well selected 
fruit of all kinds. Grapes are largely grown, and are 
a success; a large amount of wine is made, and one 
vinter is this year shipping his wine to Colorado. 

MINERAL RESOURC:!')S. 

Coal abounds, and of a good quality. The abun· 
dance and convenience of timber for :firewood has 
retarded the coal trade. The shaft at Trenton by 
the railroad track is two hundred and twelve feet 
deep, works seventy hands, and supplies the Chi· 
cago, Rock Island .& Pacific Railroad and citizens 
who desire that kind of fuel, and is capable of 
furnishing an unlimited quantity. There are coal 
ban:k:s in the southeast part of the county and within 
a fe~ feet of the surface. Coal has also been found 
at a depth of sixteen feet in bottom prairie on Grand 
River. Extensive quarries of limestone and sand· 
stone are on the Grand River bluffs at Trenton and 
throllgh the western part of the county, and' very 
accessible. 

MANUFACTURES. 

The Trenton woolen mills turn out a large amount 
of excellent fabrics, and its goods have a good 
reputation. There are twenty-:five steam saw mills 
at work at different parts of the county. Wagon 
and walnut lumber are shipped to factories in other 
States. There are ten wagon factories on a small 
scale in the county and one plow factory. Vast 
quantities of ties and piling are got out and shipped 
west. The facilities tor making wooden ware, 
staves, hoops, headings and barrel stuff are very 
good, owing to suitable and cheap timber. 'l'he 
coal, water and timber are here in profusion. The 
manufacturing of agricultural implements could be 
engaged in with great success. The water-power 
of Grand River is good, and several grist and saw 
mills are located upon it. 

RAILROADS. 

The Chicago, Rock Island & Pacii!c Railroad, 
technically known as Iowa Southern & Missouri 
Northern runs twenty-seven miles through the 
county, entering centrally on the north passing via 
Trenton out of the northwest corner of the county. 
Trenton is a division and has the machine shops of 
the road. Trains west are run to Kansas City, 
Leavenworth and Atchison from this point. 

The Quincy & Missouri Pacific snr..-ey runs through 
the cottnty east and west, and is completed to a 
a point thirty miles east of Trenton. Its speeds 
completion is a thing assured and greatly desired, 
and will aid the material interests. The road front 
Trenton intersecting the Hannibal&; St. Joseph and 
Wabash, St. Louis .& Pacific at Chillicothe is ex
pected to be completed this year. This will give 
Grundy and :Mercer Counties a direct outlet to St. 
Louis and turn the channel of trade lately directed 
to Chicago to the home metropolis, whose markets 
can be reached m shorter time and at less expense. 

EDUCA'I'IONAL. .. 
Grand River College is an old established school 

of good ,repute, well patrohlzed, and under the 
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·auspices of the Baptists. Trenton public school is. 
a commodioue brick structure seventycone feet 
square and cost ~20,000. It has enrolled eight hundred 
scholars and has a good corps of teachers: There 
are eilil"hty-four school districts in the county all 
well sustained and provided with a well painted 
frame school house. Great attention is paid to the 
common schools, and they are cheerfully maintain
ed from six to nine months in the year from the 
public funds and taxation. 

TOWNS. 

Trenton, the county seat, contains 4,000 people, is 
growing rapidly, and spreading its improvements in 
every direction. Nearly all religious denominations 
are represented here. The Baptjsts, Catholic, 
Christian, Methodists (North and South), and Pres
byterian~, have good churches. 

There are two banks, three weekly newspapers, the 
"Times,"· ustar" and "Hepublican." There is not a 
vacant house iu town, and more new roofs are seen 
here than in any town in North Missouri. With its 
present and prospective railway facilities, it may 
safely be predicted that it will soon have a popula
tion of 10,000. There at·e some dozen of villages in 
different part5 of the county of more or less trade, 
chiefly Lindley, Nevada, and Spickardsville, east of 
Grand :a,ver, ancl Edinburg on west side. County 
post-offices are nuni~rous and mail facilities abound. 

LANDS AND PRICES 01!' SAME. 

'.1.'here are no Government lands in Grundy un
improved, and. good farms can lie bought very low 

at this time, a:td on time payments. Timber land 
can be bought at prices ranging from fi:ve to fifteen 
dollars per acre, and well improved farms at ten to 
thirl!y" dollars, depending upon location and im
provements. 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

This whole Grand River country possesses "It re
markable adaptation for timothy and clover. Tim· 
othy seed is largely raised for export, and clover 
hardly ever dies out in winter when properly man
aged, and has been known to be a continuous crop 
for seven years. Taking into view the great health
fulness of this c.ounty-second to none in the State 
-its rich grazing and tillable lands; its uncommon 
stock-raising facilities, and cultivated society, it 
o:ffers great inducements to immigrants desiring to 
settle' in this highly favored region. 

SOCIAL FEATURES. 

The social feeling among the people is very good.. 
'rhere are no vendettas here; no commune; no 
Ku-Klux. ,\U asperities that grew out of the war 
have ceased to exist in this part of the State, and 
perfect good feeling obtains in Grundy County. Its 
people come from all parts of the common country. 
One-third, say, from Kentucky, Virginia and Tennes
see, and the balance from Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, 
wit.ii a smart sprinkling of New England people. 
Perfect toleration and freedom of speech and opin
ion prevails on all subjects. '.1.'he hand of welcome 
is cheerfully extended to all new-comers, from 
whatever quarter they may come. 

HARRISON COUNTY. 

Harrison Oounty is bounded on the north by Iowa, 
east by Mercer and Grundy Counties, south by Da
viess, and west l.Jy Worth Counties, and contains 
4&1,294 acres. It lays in the northwestern part of the 
State, and is known as a part of the "Grand River 
Country." By the census of 1.SiO it contained a pop
ulation of 14,635. The county was orgamzed 1''el.Jrn
ary H, 1845, and named in honor of Hon . .Albert G. 
Harrison. 

PHYSICAL F'EATURES. 

1'he surface of the country is generally undulat
ing, with a little low land and a small portion that 
is broken. ~'lcbout four-fifths is prairie, and the bal
anc·e timber, which is principally confined to the 
water courses, and though not abundant, it is su:fil· 
eient for all pr.actical purposes and consists mainly 
of oak, hickory, elm, walnut, ash, !inn, etc. 

THE SOIL, 

which is generally good, .is. a dark bro\Vn loam, one 
to. three feet deep, >1·ith a small mixture of sand, 

and rests on a clay subsoll. Grand River passe• 
along the eastern side from the Iowa line to within 
a few miles of the southeast corner of the county. 
It furnishes water-power almost the entire ~ear. 

, Big Creek, an afiluent of Grand River, traverses t.he 
center of the county from north to south, while 
Sugar, Sampson, Cypress, and some other smaller 
creeks, drain the other parts of the county, and fnr
nish an inexhaustible supply of water for stock of all 
kinds, the raising of which is carried on to a very 
large extent. The streams. usually have rocky or 
gravelly beds, and rapid currents. 

AGRICULT"CRAL PRODUCTS. 

The staples are wheat, corn, i;e, potatoes, horses, 
mules, cattle, hogs and sheep. Flax, hroom corn, 
sorghum, sweet potatoes, buckwheat and beans suc.
ceed well. Fruits and grapes are extensively and 
successfully cultivated. 

THE MINERAL RESOt;RCES 

consist of building stone in abundance, and coal, 
which has been discovered near Bethany, at a depth 
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of eiglity feet. A little coal. mining ls done near 
)fount Moriah. 

:.rAN"GFACT"GRING INTERESTS. 

First-class flouring mills are in operation at Beth
any, Eagleville and L00k's Mill in the eastern part 
of the eonnty, and at Gainsville, in the northeast. 
A good woolen factory, for carding and spinning, is 
in ope~ation at Bethany. 

"WEALTH A.~D INDEBTEDNESS. 

The valuation of the county, as per census of 1870, 
was ~7,500,000, and the county is out of debt. 

RAILROADS. 

Exports are taken from, and merchandise brought 
to the county na the ""abash, St. Louis & Pacific 
Railway on the south, the Ohiengo, Rock Island & 
Piteiiic Railroad on the east, and the Burlington 
A :MiMouri River Railroad on the north; the first 
being twenty, the second twenty-six:, and the last 
forty miles from Bethany, the county seat. 

THE EXPORTS 

are corn, wheat, oats, rye, potatoes, eggs, butter, 
mules, horses, cattle and sheep. 

SCHOOLS. 

There are one hnndred and fourteen sub-districts 
·organized under the public school system of the 
State. They are in a :flourishing condition, the 
people ooing alive to the importance of educa
tion. The school fund is ample, and taxationforall 
PUl"POses very low. 

RELIGIOUS. 

The different denominations are well represented 
all over the county, and good and substantial 
churches are to be found in. the principal towns 
and in central points throughout the county. The 
people are sober, orderly and intelligent. The 
(ounty is principally settled up hy people from 
i;he old free States. 

HENRY 

Henry County is situated between the 38th and 
'S9th pltI"allels of latitude, and joins the border 
eonnty of Bates, thus placing it in tbe midst 
of that section· of the State known as "Southwest 
Missouri." It contains about 470,000 acres of land, 
<>!which about one-filth is timbered. The propor
tion of waste or untillable laud as compared with 
many surrounding counties is merely nominal, thus 
:iillsuring equality in the bu:rden of taxation. 

WHIDi FIRST SETTLED. 

The pioneers ilrst settled in this county about the 
~ 1830, and at that time were mostly from the 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

"C"nimpro;·ed lands of de~irable quality can be 
purchased from fl've to eight dollars per acre. 
Farms can be had from ten to twenty dollars per 
acre, according to locality and improvements. 

TOWNS. 

Betllany is the county seat, located on the east 
fork of Big Creek, near the center of the county. It 
was laid out in 1845, and incorporated in 1858. Its· 
population by the census of 1870 was 2,460. West 
Bethany is also incorporated, but the two are 
usually considered one. Bethany has the advantage 
of good building material, limestone, sandstone, 
good timber, and clay for brick, all near at hand. 
It contains a fine flouring and custom mill, two 
banks, fourteen stores, ·three saddler shops, and 
three or :four churches and good schools, besides 
the usual number of shops and other industrial en
terprises. It is a flourishing town of very consid
erable importance, and the people ai·e orderly, in· 
dustrious and enterprising, making a pleasant and 
agreeable place of residence. 

Gainsville, seventeen miles northeast of Bethany, 
and thirteen miles northwest of l'rinceton, is a 
thrifty town of about 300 .or 400 inhabitants, and . 
contains several stores and a ttouring mill, and has 
good schools. 

Eagleville is fr.fteen miles north of Bethany, is 11. 

splendid farming country, and has a good :tlouring 
mill, a dozen stores, three hotels, a graded school, 
and three churches. It has a population of about 
800. 

Minor towns are Akron, Andover, Blue Ridge, 
Bolton, Brooklyn, :formerly called Snells l\Iills, Burr 
Oak, Ramptonville, l\Iartinsville, Morris Ridge, Mt. 
Jl,foriah, Pleasant Ridge, Thomas, Yankee Ridge 
and Mitcheh·ille. 

su}n,rARY. 

The county ls out of debt, taxation is very low, 
county warrants are at par; and, taken all in all 
Harrison county ls an in vit\ng field to immigrants 
in search of a good county to locate in. 

COUNTY. 

older settled counties north. In 1883 the survey 
was completed, and lands could be entered, when 
immigration increased and settlers located in every 
portion Of the county. In 1857, all arable lands Y:e
maining unentered were taken up either by settlers 
or non-residents for purposes of speculation. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

.At the present time not 15,000 acres oi arable lands 
in the county remain unimproved in the hands of 
patentees. These lands could have been sold in 
1869 and 1870 at from nine to twelve dollars ·per 
acre, but owners held for higher tlgures; then during' 
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the depression their faith was so great that they 
continued to insist on their former prices. Much of 
the unimproved lands in the hands of patentees in 
·the fall of 1879 has since been disposed of to residents 
'at from ten dollars and :fifty cents per acre, down, 
.according to quality and location. 

SCHOOLS. 

The county is divided into nineteen municipal 
townships and one hundred and three school dis
tricts, each possessing a good school building, nearly 
new, and wholly paid for, which, as a rule, are in 
addition to use as schools, devoted to Sunday
sehools and preaching on the Sabbath. 

f.RA;IRIE, Tll\IBER AND STREAMS. 

The timber of Henry County is excellent and 
includes all varieties found in the State, the· most 
valuable being black walnut, hickory, burr oak and 
white oak. '.rhe county is watered·by over twenty
flve streams whose. banks are covered by a fine 
growth of timber, among them Grand River, Deep 
Water, Dig Creek, Fields', Sharps', White Oak, 
Honey, Darker' a, Deer, Coal, Bear, Marshall's, Coop·. 
er's and Otter Creeks and the three Tebos, with . 
their never failing supply of pure water, are among 
the ~terling Rdvantages offered by this county. The 
timber lands are also mostly susceptible of culti
vation. 

THE SOII,. 

The county poesesses an unusual proportion of 
rich tillable prairie land. In round numbers there 
are 860,000 acres of good arable prairie \ands, and 
15,eo<l of good pasture lands not timbered. 

The major portion ot the soil is choice blacklime
'lltone, and the minor portion freestone, l'lach hav
ing its fast friends. The face of the country is un· 
dulating, occasionally rising into mounds, but not 
too high for the pleasant location of farm buildings. 
It is rare to :find a farm in cultivation on stony land, 
where it is almost impossible to secure one hun· 
dred and sixty or even eighty acres free from rock 
and stone, .and requiring years to remove them. 
The :farming is nearly all done by improved ma· 
-0hinery. 

COAL. 

The lower coal measures are found excluoively in 
Henry County, comprising a vertical. section of 
rocks and shale of two hundred and filty to three 
hundred feet, including i!ve workable seams of coal 
from eighteen inches to :five and one-half feet in 
·thickness, and several thin seams covering an area 
•Of three hundred square miles with three and one
'h~f feet of workable coal, and two hundred and 
:fi:fty square miles with six and one-half feet of coal 
,and one hundred and i!fty square miles with· ten 
.and one-half t.o twelve feet of coal, or in all six 
hundred and :fifty square miles with three and one
.half to twelve feet of this valuable fuel. 

CROPS. 

The staples are corn, wheat, oats, millet, .!lax, 
broom corn, timothy and clover .. Corn has made 
.in an average season, with the best farming, one 
hundred bushels per acre on the high prairie. 

Wh~at of inferior producing varieties h,.s yielded 
an average of forty bushels per acre on forty acres. 
Oats of the Texas red variety has given ninety 
bushels, and the ordinary white and black returns 
from thirty to fifty bushels. German millet, re
cently introduced, proved a fine ·crop in 1879, many 
having thrashed forty bushels of seed per acre for 
the crop, worth sLxty-:ftve cents at the railroad. Flax 
is not considered a reliable crop for profit, but the 
stubble . offers a :fine basis for seeding to grass or 
improves the soil for wheat. Timothy is a profitable 
and reliable crop, while clover is invaluable to the 
stock man. Irish· and sweet potatoes are raised by 
nearly all farmers, but only in isolated cases for 
outside markets. T-he returns are satisfactory from. 
this crop as a rule. 

FRUITS. 

All fruits known to the temperate zone are grown 
with success in this· county and section. 

Notwithstanding apple orchards are in their 
infancy, as a rule, the prospect is assuring for a. 
million bushel crop this year. Peaches are found 
in every orchard and yard, and they promise to 
equal the apple crop in their productiveness. Cher
ries grow everywhere, and the Wild Goose Plum is 
very thrifty and a ,prolific bearer, and enjoys immu
nity from the attacks of the aurculio; so fatitl to 
other choice varieties proving profitable. All of the 
choice small fruits, viz.: g0oseberries, strawberries, 
blackberries, raspberries, etc., ean be had in abund
ance by planting. The Lawton blackberry has been 
known to yield here for daily use during two 
months. 

Grapes :find here their natural home, and produce 
unrivaled crops of the choicest fruit. The favorite 
is the Concord, this variety proving moat hardy and 
reaching the greatest perfection here. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

This county long since established a claim to rank 
among the first stock-raising counties of the State: 
While unlimited facilities for free grazing were at 
the command of all,-farmers were indif!'erent 
regarding the quality of their herds. Later, With 
the fencing and cultivation of their former ·range, 
an interest has been fostered for thoroughbred and 
graded cattle, until a large. number of farmers are 
owners of entire herds of well-graded stock. Nu
merous herds of registered and pedigreed cows of, 
the choicest strains of Durham blood are found here. 
This disposition to improve has not. stopped with 
cattle, but extends to horses, mules, hogs and sheep. 
Breeding for mules is practiced largely, and a large 
number are in use here, while the surplus sold ma. 
terially increases the revenues. 

COMPARISON 01<' ASSESSMENTS FOR 187() 
AND 1880. 

1870 • 
~1,000 acres of land assessed at .•••• $4,,84.S,W 
Town lots ••..•.• ' .................. •. m,m 
No.· of cattle, 16,171; value, $25Z,396 

" horses, D,638; H S00,276 
Total personal ..••••.•••••••.•••••• 1,2911,000 

Total aggregate ..••••..••••••••.. $6,1170,535 
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1880. 
4£0,000 acres of land assessed at ••••• $2,341,700 
3,~ town lots..................... 470,610 

No. of cattle, 33,185; value, $434,931 
" horsee, 9,596; 301,000 

Total pereonal. ..•.••••.••••.•••••. 1,807,710 

Total aggregate ..••••...•.•.••... $4,620,020 

By the assessment !or 1870 the lands were valued 
at an average of $10.50 per acre, horses, at $53.33 av· 
erage, and cattle at $14.50 each, while the assessment 
for 1880, made August 1, 1879, places the lands of the 
county at $5.10 per acre average, while horses are 
valued at $31.33 each, and cattle are listed at ~13.10 
per head. The lands have gained in value through 
the varil)u• improvements made dui·ing the last de· 
cade, fully filtY per cent. but still they are taxed at 
half their then value. Added to this the State and 
county levy is fully t4irty per cent. less on the one 
hnndred dollars valuation than in 1870, hence taxa
tion is comparatively nominal. 

The a.ssessment, being made August 1, does not 
represent the thousands ot cattle and hog• bought 
by large feeders in other counties and States. This 
in1!ux oe,cur! from September to N<lvember, and 
they are fed and disposed of by or before June .. The 
increase in the number of cattle and horses during 
the last decade is ahout one hundred per cent. 

TOWNS. 

Clinton, the county seat, is incorpo~ated as a city 
of the Jlrst class, under .the law o!· 1877, and has a 
population of 3,600 within the city limits, and 4,000 
incluclin!I" suburbs. Her principal growth dates 
from 1867. An immense busines;; is done in every 
line of merehandL,e. Since 1877 her business houses 
have been considerably increased, but none are 
vacant. The different religious denominations are 
represented by seven churches. The public school 
buildings are large, substantial and tasty, sur
rounded by commodious grounds, shaded with 
ornamental trees. 

Here will l>e found two banks, with ample capital; 
:four good hotels; three livery stables, and a good 
elevator at the depot. Also, two first-class mer· 
chant flouring mills, the largest of which has a 
capactiy for 175 barrels per day, and two grist mills 
that make the production of choice meal a specialty; 
one ~w mill, one woolen mill and three wagon and 
carriage factories. 

The country sunounding Clinton is, in addition 
to beill.g a richly productive agricultural region, 
underlaid with several thick veins of the choicest 
coal, which is now worked by several Jirms who 
make it a specialty, and :tlnd a home market for 

·half a. million bushels annually. There are :tlve 
licensed cigar tactories doing a large business with 
headquarters here. Some :fine residences adorn the 
city. 

Windsor, situated twenty miles southwest of 
Sedalia, on the Missouri, Kansas & Texas ltrulway, 
contains about 1,500 inhabitants, is very prosperous, 
and has a good bank, new and commodious publio 
school huilding, four good churches, and located in 
the heart of a district rich in choice and easily 
mined bituminous coal, some of the veins rxaching 
a. thickness of six feet; and, in addition, has the 
trade of a very rich farming section. 

Calhoun, located on the same. railroad, seven 
miles southwest of 1Yindsor, is the pioneer town ot 
the county, and contains a population of about 
800. Here .are located four good potteries, all doing 
a thriving business; a good merchant :tlouring mill 
o! moderate capacit:r, and the town is supported 
by a rich farming section, and is prospering· an
nually. 

Lewis, fi"<"e miles south of Calhoun, on the rail
road, owes its existence to the deposit of :fine coal 
adjacent. The population is about 400, principally 
miners. This is the headquarters of the " Osage 
Mining Company" in this county, and they are 
shipping twelve car loads daily. The vein now 
operat.ed being five and a half feet thick, with a. 
shaft one hundred feet deep. 

Six miles southwest of Lewis is Clinton, and on 
six miles southwest of Clinton is the railroad town 
of Ladue, with a population o! about 300. 

Montrose, seven miles southwest of Ladue, is also 
a railroad town, with a promising ·future. This 
tovm is surrounded by a very rich farming section, 
and receives liberal support from Bates County. 
Here is found two elevators, a merchant mill, 
livery stable, hotel, public school and four churches, 
beside a full representation of business men. 

This completes the list of railrond towns, but,in 
addition, there m·e eight hamlets located over the 
eounty, containing stores, churches, schools and 
other conveniences. 

.A. careful estimate will give this county not less 
than 25,400 inhabitants. 

HICKORY COUNTY. 

IDckm:y County lies. in SO'!tthwest portion of the 
State, bounded north by Benton, east by Camden 
and Dallaa,. south by Dall.u a.nd Polk, west by St. 
Clair, .ar.>d e,ont<tirul 200,9illtl acres. 

Population in ll:l50 •.•••••••••.••••.•.••••• 2,3-"9 
~' lSSO .. ......... ,. ................ .., .......... - ~4:1700 

0 ., 1870 .... · .. ~~ .......... ~ ........ ~ ...... :.:6,452 
~' a 1880 ,estimated at .................. 7,200 

THE FACE OF THE COUNTY 

is varied, being about two-thirds timber land and 
the balance prairie. The I>omme de Terre River 
entering on the south and running due north divides 
the county into two nearly equal parts. In the 
eastern part is Little Niangua Creek, in the south
east are Crane Creek, Ingles Creek, and Lindley, 
ln the west. are Little Pomme de Terre C;reek, 
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Nagles Creek and Weaubleau Creek. Springs a1·e 
numerous, and afford an abundance of pure, health
:fuf water. Water-power on the several c.1·eeks and 
Pomme de Terre River is available at a number of 
places.· Along the streams are very fertile bottoms, 
back of which to the edges of prairies it is rock"Y, · 
clothed with oak timber. The prairies are rich 
loam and are well cultivated. The bottoms are 
clothed with heavy timber, consisting of the various 
kinds of oak, hickory, walnut, sycamore, elm, ash, 
butternut, persimmon, hackberry, coffee bean, 
honey, locust, maple, and gum. The valleys and 
prairies are very productive. The broken country 
between the valleys and prairies are mostly too 
rocky for profitable cultivation, but abounds in 
ranges. for stock, the grass on which is nutritious 
and a1mndant. In fact no better stock-growing 
county is to be found in Southwest Missouri than 
this. 

TlIE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIO~S· 

:are wheat, rye, corn, oats, Irish and sweet potatoes, 
·Cotton, sorghum. Corn is the staple, and for fruit 
this county cannot be excelled. ·About two· thirds 

'Gf the county is arable. There is still some Gov
ernment and swamp lands in this county for sale. 

MINERALS. 

The county abounds in minerals, chief among 
which are galena in large quantities, zinc, blende, 
cannel coal, iron, and indications of copper. Lead 
mining can be made a pro.6.table investme1;1t. 

RAILROADS. 

There is no railroad ru1;1ning throl;lg'h this county. 
The Sedalia, Warsaw & Southwestern Railroad 
will pass through this county. No survey has yet 
been made south of Warsaw. The road-.bed is, 
·however, nearly completed to Warsaw, on the. 
·Osage lUv!Jr, twenty-five miles north of llermitage, 
.and the track la.id down ten miles south of Sedalia. 

THE MA.NUFAC/l'URING INTERESTS 

ar.e ebie:fly confined to :flouring and saw' mills as 
yet. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

The valuation as per assessment of ~879' is as 
follows: 

Rea.I estate a1;1d town lots ............. $632,054 
No. Value. 

Horses................ S,729 ·$110,492 
Mules.. .............. 828 29,080 
Jacks and J en1;1ets... 35 1,115 
Neat cattle........... 13,373 139.,658 
Sheep................. 7,9'ifl 8,048 
Hogs..... ..• . . • . • • • • • • • 13,161 12,690 
All other property ...................... 'JlYi,782 

Total.. •••••••••••..••••••• ;.. $1,140,919 · 
The. coum.ty :taxes for all purposes is one-half of 

one per centum, except school taxes, each ·school 
district l"'tlgnlating its own taxes. The county has a 
small :floating. debt of some $3,000. 

RELIGIOUS AND. EDUCATIONAL. 

The churches are well represented in the various 
. Christian denominations, and a. great interest is 
manifested in schools. There are some :fifty or sixty 

district schools, ge1;1erally conducted by energetic 
teachers, and the schools are well attended from 
four to eight months a year. Weaubleau Chris
tian Institute, at Weaubleau City, is a school of 
high attainments and co1;1ducted by :first-class pro
fessors and assistants. It is situated in a healthful, 
moral and wealthy comrllunity. 

The funds for lchool purposes are derived main· 
ly from State, county and township funds, the re· 
mainder, about one-third, from ale"Vy on the taxable 
wealth of each district. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

There are no large towns i1;1 the county. Her· 
mitage, the county seat, has a population of ·about 
~00, is situated on the Pomme de Terre River near. 
the center of the county; has two dry good stores, 
one drug store, church, school house, Masonic hall, 
one Good TemplarLodge, several blacksmith shops, 
and is surrounded by some very productive and 
extensive farms of river bottom lands. 

Wheatland, five miles west of Hermitage, has a 
population of about 250, has two dry good stores, 
two drug stores, school house, one Odd Fellows 
lodge, one Good Templars lodge, one good steam 
:flouring and saw mill, one carding mill, several 
cabinet shops, and blacksmith shops, and is situated 
on Twenty-Five llfile Prairie in the midst of a :dne 
agricultural cou1;1try. 

Quincy, in the western llOrtion of the coUJ;1ty, has 
two dry good stores, one drug store, a carding mill, 
several blacksmith shops, one school, one public 
hall, one Maso1;1ic hall, one Good Templars lodge, 
and is surrounded by a good agricultural country. 
Population about 200. 

Cross Timbers, in the northeast pa.rt ot the county, 
on North Prairie, bas two dry good stores, one drUg 
store, one school, OM church building, one Good 
Templ111·s lodge, blacksmith shops, and is surroun
ded by good agricultural lands. 

Black Oak Poi1;1t1 seven miles east of Hermitage, 
has two d1·y good stores, one church, one school, 
01;1e Masonic hall, one good Templars lodge, black· 
smith shops, and is situated on Fifteen Mile Prairie, 
in the midst of a good farming country, 

Pittsburg, a post-ofilce seven miles south of 
Hermitage, has 01;1e store. 

Elkton, a post-ofilce eleven miles southwest of 
Hermitage on Twenty-Five Mile Prairie has two 
stores. 

Weaubleau City, :iliteen miles southwest of H~
mitage, is the seat of the Weaubleau Christian Insti
tute, has one store a1;1d is situated on Weaubleau 
Prairie, a :fine agricultural a1;1d grazing country. 

Ooroersville l'ost-otlice, three miles northeast of 
Weaubleau City, has 01;1e store. ROney Post-o:fl!.ce, 
four a1;1d a half miles northeast of Oross Timbers. 
Goose Neck Post·-o:Oice, seven miles east of Black 
Oak Point. LoM Spring Post-oilice, Jive miles south· 
east oiBlack Oak Point. 

LAND AND PRICES. 

The lands in this county now belo~ing to the 
Governme1;1t are not ge.nerally considered valuable. 

Unimproved arable la1;1d can be purchased at from 
two to :five dollars per acre, a.ccordirig to location 
and quality; .improved farms at from :five to ten 
dollars per acre; and a few choice small farms, well 
improved, at prices something higher. 
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HOLT COUNTY. 

Holt County is situated in the northwestern por
tion of the State. and forms a part of that fertile 
tract of land known as the Platte Purchase. With 
Atchison County on the north, and Nodaway and 
Andrew Counties on the east, Holt has its entire 
weBtern and southern borders on the Missouri 
River. Its area is 434 squa1·e ntlles, or 2i7)760 acres! 
including uusurveyed lakes and navigable rivers. 
Its population is 20,000, The early settlers came 
trom Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana; immi
gration during late years has been chiefly from In· 
diana, Ohio and Illinois. 

SOIL. 

There are few distinct classes of soil in this coun
ty. About one-fifth of the county is Lottom lands, 
which consists of alluvial deposits made by former 
overflows of the Missouri River. Of this soil there 
are two varieties: First. A silicious alluvial, iuter
lllixed with clay and humus, a vegetable mould. 
Tills io exceedingly fertile aud produces immense 
crops of various cereals. It is light, friable and 
easily worked, and 1..-ithstands drouth. Second. A 
variety known as gumbo; a tenacious vegetable 
mould, that after being thoroughly soaked with 
wat<ir cracks in drying, leaving the land lumpy and 
diffieult to culti\·ate. However, this gumbo is very 
fertile, and since it is underlaid l>v a strata of sand 
at a depth ot twelve to illteen inch~s, it ici capable of 
heing subsoiled, and hence rendered very valuable 
land. 

·The hluff formation constitutes the third class of 
soil, and comprises about 80,000 acres, most of which 
is poonliarly ada>pted to iruit culture. It i~ here 
that the largest and most profitable vineyards and 
orchards are planted. The soil of this formation is 
porous and in many place,; exceedingly deep. 

The fourth cl:tSti cml>1~1ces the upland prah·ies, 
which con.bt of a tfark loam, iutermLxed with 
;m:fficient sand to make it poron3. "Hard-pan" 
land, theref<>re, is unknown in Holt County, since 
intermixtnre of sand extends down to the rock 
strata, thus affording adequate drainage for exces
sive rains, while the soil retains su1lkient moisture 
to withstand drouth. One-half of the bottoms and 
two-thirds of the u11lands or the county are 1n·aii-les, 
the unculti\'ated portions of which ha\·e heretofore 
furnished excellent pasture for large numbers of 
horses, sheep and cattle, and in addition thereto 
yielded trom one to three tons per acre of ~ood hay. 
Where this Jund bus been pastured closely the sod 
can bto ·rnrried Ly a ;;ingle pai~ of good horses or 
mule", 11.1J:d whe1"e the grass is heavy the sod can be 
turned readily with three horses. 

l'll.ODUCTIVENESS. 

Tbe soil,; of Holt County are peeuliarly adapted 
to tll.me gresses. Blue grass grows readily, a.nd 
will supplant the prairie grass where the latter is 
eaten down by stoek. Timothy and clover are ea•ily 

started and thrive well, producing from two to four 
tons of hay per acre. The average produotion of 
grain per acre is as follows: Corn, fifty bushels ; 
wheat, eighteen; oats, thirty; barley, twenty· five, 
and rye, twenty. The price realized by farmers for 
these products val"ics according as the season is 
propitious or unfavorable. Corn, for example, sold 
for twelve to twenty cents in 1872, while in 1874 it 
brought seventy-five cents to one dollar per .bushel. 
'1.'1leat sells 11t from seveutv-five cents to one dollar 
and twenty-ii\·e cents per bushel; oats at twenty.to 
forty cents; barley, forty to sixty oents, and rye at 
:fifty -to seventy-five cents; though at times the 
various products may exceed these figures. 

Corn, the main product of the county, is usually
planted fwm April 15 to ~fa;-15, thoµgh in excep
tionally early springs it can be planted in March, · 
and has been known during one year to yield a fair· 
erop when planted as late as the first of July. 

PRICE OF LA.ND A.J.'ifD COST OF FENCING. 

t:nimproYed land ;;eils from six to twelve dollars 
per acre, according to locality, while improved 
:farms can ue hought for eighteen to thirty-five 
dollars .per acre. 

The cost of fencing depends on the kind of 
matel"ial used. l<'irst-class oak posts can be hought 
at ~even cents each in the timber. Native lumbe1· 
costs from ten to twelve dollars per 1,000 feet. Pine 
fencing costs eighteen to twenty dollars per 1,000 feet. 
·ny using J;arbed wire for the top and plank for the 
bottom _the eost of fencing can be somewhat re
d.need. :!\fiddle posts can be shorter and hence 
cheaper than those to which the \\;ires are attached, 
aud yet make a strong aud lasting fence. The Osage· 
Orange is used extensively, anrl when once well set 
makes· a permanent fence against nll stock. These 
hedge plants cost fron1 one dollar and .fifty to two· 
dolla1·s and fifty cents per 1,000, and at four to si:s: 
years old make an excellent fence. From these 
estimates of fencing the cost of Luilding can be 
approximated. Rock and sand suitaLle for building 
exist in exhaustless quantities iu man,· portions of 
.the county. 

CLIMATE; 

\Vith an altitude of 800 to l,200fect above the level 
of the sea, and a dry, bracing air, the climate of 
Holt County is unusually healthful. The air is 
remarkably free from humidit·y, and eyen during 
protracted rains rarely becomes completely satur
ated, the hygrometer invariable indicating slight 
evaporat10n. Though occa.sioua!ly severe the win· 
ters are generally mild· and sometimes .delightful. 

,The spring and autumn months are mild and Jileas· 
ant. The a'rerage annual temperatn1'.e of Oregon, 
the county seat, as iiscertained by observations. 
from 1855 to 1875 is 5:l'. The average rainfall is from, 
thirty to forty inches. 
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STREAMS AND TIMBER. 

'.l'he county is alnmdantly supplied with springs 
and small stre:tms, which afford ample water for 
stock. The fow farms that are destitute of running 
water can he easily supplied, as the nature of the 
sou renders well-cligging expeditious ·and cheap 
work. IUxccllcnt water ca.n be fonnd on the uplands 
from twenty to fifty feet. 'l'he Nodaway River, Big 
and J,ittlc Tarkio Hiyers, with numerous creeks, 
fmnish water-power for milling. The first districts 
.embmee about one-third of the county, 11nd barring 
the north ccnt:i·11l 1md northeastern portions are well 
distributed. They are composed of numerou~ varie
ties of trees- tho various kinds of oaks, hickory, 
ash, soft and hard maple, hackberry, mulberry, elm, 
cottonwood, etc. 'l'lw Missoul"i bottom furnishes 
lurgo quantities of lmilding and fencing material. 

TRANSPOR'rATION. 

'.l'ho railroad faci!Hics of the county are good, but 
will soo11 be gre11tly improved. 'fhe Kansas City, St. 
Joseph &, 00Ull·Cil muffs Iiailroad passes through 
from soutlie11st to nort;hwest, having 37.7 miles of 
road in the county, thcassessccl valuation of which 
iB ovcl" ~·Hl0,000. ThiA road furnishes an outlet :for 
gr:iia 11,nd Atoe!~ to both Chicago a'."1 St. Louis. Tl:ere 
11ro also two now roads being bmlt, one fro1¥ Bige
low on the Kims11s Qity, St. Joseph,& Council Bluffs 
Raiiroad to Burlington Junction, on tho St. J,ouis & 
omalu1'noad, and another, tho Corning & Clarinda, 
from Corning, in th() nortJ1wcst part of the county, to 
()l11rindt1, Iowa. , 

INDUSTltrns. 

J<'armhig imrl stock-raising are the c,hief oceu~a
tions. Hogs aml c11tt,Je have uudergone vast im
provcmcn1; during the hist dec,!Lde, itnd some atte1t· 
tion bns been given t•o sheep and horses. . 

/l.B the wil<l lands :1ro. being en<ilosed and culti· 
vated, pastures of.tame grasse~ are being prepa~ed 
by stock breeders. '.l'he Berkshire and Polaud-Cluna 
hogs are preferred by most1armers, and the Short
horns are the fltvorite cattle, though the Herefords 
havo theh· 11dvocates. The latter 'breed have not 
yet been introduced, though several. fine herds of 
Short-lwrns are owned in the county. Short-horn 
blills 5eu for $75 to $250, ancl cows and heifers from 
lPlOO to $300. E:iweptionally good animals sometimes 
exc,eed these ilgures. 

Good common <:,attic ai·e always in demand, and 
sell at :figures profitable to tho breeder. 

ci1lves sell at from ........... •• -.. • .$ 8 to $15 
Yearlings " " .................. 12 to 20 
Two-year-old steers .... •• .... · · · · - ~~to 35 
Three·year-olcl steers ........ ·•••••• ~o to 40 

There 'are 6,500 horses, 1,500 mules, 18 jacks a~d 
jennets, 5,500 sheep, 18,000, cattle, aud 55,000 hogs l1l 

the county. 
FRUIT . CIJL.TURE. 

Next in . importance is fruit culture. Both soil 
~nd climate are particularly adapted. to nearl~ all 
vai:ieties of fruit, and with rare exceptions the y1_eld 
is hirge. Apples, peaches, plm:~s, pears, cher~1es, 
grapes, strawberries, raspberries, etc., are raised 
extensively and yield handsome profits to the 

grower. St. Jose1ih, Omaha and Lincoln are good 
markets :f@r all small fruits. Captain Wm. Kun
cher, a correspondent of the Smithsonian Institute, 
makes the following stateme11t relative to .fruit 
culture in this county. "I have observed during a 
residence of nineteen years, that the peach crop for 
example has never been injured by the frosts of 
spring, although frost• sometimes occur after they 
are in full bloom; and on one occasion, that in the 
spring of 1871, the mercury fell to 26~0 on the 11th oi 
April, aftet· the apple, peach,peai·, plum and.cherry 
blossoms were out in full; but no such injury fol
lowed as would have 'been the cas.e in a more 
humid climate. Winter apples sold that year for 
fifty to sevent)'-Jlvc cents per bushel. The spring 
winds no doubt account for the aridity of the 
climate." 'llfr. N. F. l\furray, the most extensive 
:irnit-grower in the county, makes this statement: 
"r affirm that when we take into consideration 
cheapness ot good irult-growing land, the certainty 
of abundant crops, the abundance of soft timber for 
fruit crates, the facilities for shipping, the high priee 
offrnit and the durability of trees, that Holt County 
will for pro!lt to the fruit-grower, equal if not excel 
the far-famed fruit-growing reg-ions of Delaware, 
New Jersey, l\fichigan M1d Southern lllinois. In 
the last seven years we have had five abundant 
crops, one half crop and one failure, Two acres or 
four-year-olclpeach trees yielded a net profit of four 
hundred dollars. Forty acres of six-year-old trees 
produced a crop in 1874 which sold for seven tho11-
Banc1 dollars." 

MANUJ!'ACTUHING. 

'.l'hc manufacturing i~terests are conducted b;; 
competent workmen. They consist of seven wagon 
and buggy shops, onestayefactory, 011e rope factory, 
one cement factory, one for washing 1nachines and 
one tannery. A supei·ior'quality of cement is made 
from rock found nenr the county seat, and thongh 
the worlt has bee11 undertaken but i·ecently, .it is 
destined to become a lucrative business. 

E.DUCA'l'IONAL ADVANTAGES. 

The public school ·system of the .· cou:nty is 
thoroughly organized, and is in a creditable con
dition. There are· seventy-three common schools 
and five organized nuder an act of the Legislature 
for cities, towns and villages. Each district is sup· 
plied with a commodious, well ai·ranged school 
house, and the aggregate value of these bnildings 
will reach $100,000, imd the connty seat has a school 
building which cost $23,0ll-O. The whole number of 
children of school age is 5,421, of whom 100 .arc 
coloi·ed. '.l'he permanent school fund is more than 
~70,000, the annual interest of which gives very 
material aid to the public school~. ~he town of 
Oregon has a Normal School, supported by.private 
enterprise, which does good work in tr'aiuing teach· 
ers for the public schools, and which is well patron· 
ized by students from adjoining counties and States. 
Public sentilllent demands higher education. The 
people recognize the necessity of teachers being 
educated beyond the subjects contained in the daily 
routine of recitation. Renee most of the teachers 
make th<n·ough preparation before 'beginning their 
work. .Teachers' institntes are held regularly, and 
ideas exchanged, and benefit bestowed and received. 
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CHURCHES. 

The various religions denominations are well rep
resented among the people,-comfortable churches 
are of easy acc.ess in almost every neighborhood. 
There are th.irty·six ministers and thirty churches, 
the aggregate value of whicl1 is $-53,200. The num
ber oi church members is 3,52'2. The churches rep· 
resented are the following: Christian, Presbyterian, 
Methodist Episeopal North, Methodist Episcopal 
South, German Methodist Episcopal, Baptists, Reg
u1ar Baptists, Catholic, Evangelical Association, 
Evangelical Christian, St. Joh.n, Cumberland Pres· 

byterian, Unidn Evangelical Reform, Latter-Day 
Saints, Dunkards, United Brethren, Colored Bap· 
tists.• 

l<'INANCIAL CONDITION. 

No bonds or indebtedness. Holt County is en
tirely free from bonded or other indebtedness,. 
hence the rate of taxation is low, being only what is 
required to ineet the ordinary e:i.."Renses of county 
and State government. The county, therefore, is 
free from expensive litigation. This fact ought to· 
be a strong inducement to immigrants. 

HOW ARD . COUNTY. 

Howard takes rank. among the .first settled coun
ties of the State, having once been the home of the 
celebrated Daniel Boone, Colonel Cooper, and other 
pioneer settlers of the greatMississippiValley. It is 
centrally located, and is bounded on the north by 
Chariton and Randolph Counties, upon the east >.nd 
northeast by :Boone, upon the west and soutll by the 
Missouri River, which separates it from Saline and 
Cooper. It contains over 2B5,000 acres of land, five· 
sixths of which are under fence and a large propor
tion of it in a high state -Of cultivation, containing 
:many magnificent country residences and baronial 
estates. 

ITS PEOPLE. 

Howard haB a population of about 20,000, a majar
ity of whom are natives of the county. They are 
generally a sober, intelligent, industrious, law. 
:;.biding and prosperous people. The county con· 
t<l.llli! at th.b time about 700 inhallit:mlls of foreign 
birth, who are in the full enjoyment of all the rights 
of c.itizenshlp, and a.re <1niet and enterprising, and 
:mo,;t every one of the1n making money, and there· 
iore contonted. Some have amasw.l handsome for
tune.;. '.l'lleir eniry legal right i,; respeeted as much 
ro. as were they uto the numor horn." The negro 
laborer is :!ai;t dlsarrpe.aring, and can scarcely be 
l~onsidered an t~lemt"nt in'Opposition to a good ~la.;;s 
of induatrious while 1111".u·. 

AGRICL.LTCRAL RESQl:"RCES. 

The lands of Howal"d County are divided int-0 
oottmn lands and uplrmth. The bottom lands, whie.h 
are eolnpri>e<I Qf thMe parts of the county whieh 
lie <X>nHguous t•) th" Missouri River, the l'tloli'iteau, 
omd <>ther are gener&lly level and exceed-
ltq;iy fcrtih\ imm~nse of ·wheat, 
<'.-Ol'n :ind hemp when sown. simply in-
exhll,ust!tlc, cultivated 
for a Hft:"1tiffie ·of it8 

The MU is a. dee:> imndy 
abscnrhi'n<t mol•hrre and giving it out JlJ;;" a 

:.re not nmeria!lv alf eeted t,· 
are high and be&uti!ull)· 

undulating, with splendid n..turai drainage. 'The 
soil is warm, quick, and susceptible of the highest 
culture, producing large yields of all the c~reals, 
fruits and vegetables known ta this latitude. To
bacco is one of the staples of the Couu ty, much of 
these ia.nds producing a very fine article when skill
fully handled, a.nd in some instances yielding 2,® 
pounds per acre. This county, Leing in·proxim.ity· 
to a large belt of now wheat-producing country,. 
offers to the wheat-grower an iuducement rarely· 
met elsewhere. 

COlil\lERCE ,.\w..,,-D TRANSPORTATION. 

The commercial advantages of Howard County 
shou1d challenge the consideration of every on&. 
desiring an a.dvanta.geous. location. The Missouri, 
Kl'IUSas & Texas Railway crosses the entire county 
from· north to south, passing Fayette, the county 
seat, and thence on to Boonville, where it crosses. 
the Missouri River on a magnificent bridge. This 
line is doing a lucrative business. The Chicago &. 
Alton pasges through the county east to west, cross
ing the Missouri River at Glasgow, in this county, 
on the great steel bridge-the structure of the age. 
There is also a branch line extending from the eity 
of Glasgow, and intercepting tile "\\"abash, St. Louis· 
& Pacific at Salisbury. There are not only two 
magnificently equipped trans-continental lines of· 
mikoad running transversely across this county, 
but her western and southern borders are washed 
by fifty miles of the great Missouri River, capable of 
affording cheap and easy transpo,,.tation for the 
products of an empire. Thus. it may be seen that 
this county possesses facilities for transportation 
east and west, north and south, embracing a system 
beyond the power or control of coi'poration or 
mon-0poly. · 

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 

The entire eonnty is divided into school districts,. 
each of which, with but few exeeptions, has a g0od 
comiortable school house, where schools are gen· 
erally sustained from four to ten months in .. a.· year,. 
at a mere nominal cost to the patrons, the e.:x:peI1Bes. 
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being defrayed by the distrilmtion of the liberal 
publie fund with which the county is supplied. 
There are also numerous private and select schools 
condneted byeompetentand accomplished teachers; 
The county also has four colleges and seminaries. 
Howard College is a seminary of the llighest order, 
where young htdics from this and other States re
ceive instruction from te.achers of eminent ability 
and lm·ge experience. This school occupies a fine 
JJ~1ilrling, beautifully locitterl in' the delightful little 
e1ty of Fayette. Near by it, situated upon a lovely 
plateau, and commanding a view of the city and 
co1:ntry for miles around, stands Central College. 
Tins school has a wide and j1rntly won reputation. 
I_t bas a full collegiate faculty. '.l'his college is 
liberally endowed, n.ncl a classical education of the 
most a<lvanced type maybe obtained here by young 
men at a trifling cost. I.ewis College and Pritchett 
Institute are both admira.bly located in the healthv 
and picturesque city of Glasgow, among a peopl~ 
proverbial for sobriety, intelligence and liberality. 
In connection with the Pritchett Institute is the 
Morrison Observatory, which is provided with all 
the moder11 appliances of science, containing the 
Hecond largest astronomical telescope in the United 
8tatcs. Both of these schools are amply endowed and 
are taking ranl' :irnongthe first institutions of the,day. 

Olrnrchcs of nearly all orthodox denominations 
are to he :fonnd in nearly all parts of the county; 
they are liberally supported, t.11ey have generally 
fine buildings imd are led by shepherds ca1·efnl of 
their flocks. ' 

S'.I'OCK-RAISING ANI> GRAZING FACIJ.ITIES. 

There is no branch of farming in this county that 
payH larger or snrer returns than sto(1k-raisiug and 
gmzing. 'l'he lands in all parts of the county seem 
peculiarly well adapted to the growth of nll the fa
vorite and most profitable grasses. '.l'imothy grows 
finely, produces heavy m·opA of scecl and hay, and 
furnishes splendid pasture. Clover g1·ows to per· 
feetion, and is not spewed out or winter~ldllcd as in 
ha1·d-pan countries, but will live and do well upon 
the stLmc land for years. There is no part of the 
county upon which clover will not catch and do well 
without the use of fertilizers. Blue grass, however, 
may be rcgard<J<l as the stand-by. It is indigenous 
and nearly all the timbered land and woods in the 
county is well set in blue grass. When properly 
cared for it furnishes rich food for stock the entire 
wi1iter; indeed, much of this county is not sul'Jlassed 
by the far famed blue grass regions of Kentncky, and 
these lauds can be purchased at a Jlfth of what such 
lands are commandiug in the States lying farther 
east. For all the necessary requisites for making a 
first-class dairy couutry.·Howard County is not sur· 
passed west of the Alleghany Mountitins, and no 
mnn would be more warmly received in our midst 
than the practical dairyman. 

Sheep husbandry is fast gaining favor with the 
(".itizens and is paying handsome profits. To the 
1lock-master Howard County offers superior ind11ce
mcnts. The naturally higl1 and rolling country cov
ered with sweet, rich grass, the dry, Jlne.winters in
vite the bleating Jlocks, and ere long many a bell 
that tinkles upon the barren mountain sides of Ten
nessee, Virginia and Pennsylvania will make :music to 
the gambols of the rejuvenated Jloc.ks upon the green 
hill-tops ·of Howard County. .Foot-rot and other 

diseases superindnced by low and poorly drained 
lands, are here unknown. Scab and such cntaneolls 
diseas.cs as decimate and destr~y the flocks itre not 
to be feared. · 

WATER SUPPLY. 

1'his county is comparatively well watered, there 
be_mg b~t few farms.in the county that are not sup
phed with clear, pure, living water. Several streams 
run through the county affording quantities of 
stock water and many well sites. There are also a 
number of mineral springs in the county possessing 
medical properties of superior qualities. Also Salt 
Spring, from which a fine article of table salt and 
other salt can be made. 

TIMBER AND COAL. 

Howard .County was formerly covered with a 
heavy growth of 1lne timber. Ilfuch of this, how
eve~, has been cleared away to make room for the 
J>low, but large quanoities still remain not onlv a 
sufficiency for-all farm purposes but a large sm1;lus 
thnt may be used in manufacturing. Among ·the 
most useful and popular.varieties may be mentioned 
sugar tree, ·white oak, burr oak, hickory, l)Iack ash, 
and black walnut. Of this last variet-i· Howard 
perhaps, contains more than any con;ty in ~ns'. 
sour!. Together considered, this county· contain• 
timber sufficient to supply many mnnufacto1·ies of 
both useful aud ornamental· articles for. years to 
come. Coal crops out in most every locality in the 
county, and can almost be had for the digging. The 
quality is good and indicates coal oil. 

VINE CULTmrn. 

Att~nti.on is invited to the admiral.>le adaptation 
of much of the county to tl1e' growing of tllis proJlt
ahle branch of industry. Grapes of the rarest 
species and of the most proJltable and prolific kinds 
flourish here andattuin to highestpcrfoctions. Owing 
to the peculiarity of the face aucl formation of this 
county, the blight and other banes oI the viuevard 
are practically unknown.. There are at. pre.sent 
thousands of acres of land in this county especiallr 
well adapted to the vineyard that can be bought for 
three dollars or less per acre. These lands are not 
on the wild frontier outside of civilization, but here 
within hearing of the whistle of the steamboat anrl 
locomotive and almost under the shadow of the 
spires and cupolas of thrifty villages and tow>is,. 
and. though the people are generally abstemious, 
yet they sometimes take a little wine for their 
stomach's sake and their few infirmities. 

MANUFACTORIES. 

Howard County has 285,000 acres of fruitful soil 
with more than $10,000,000 of real solid wealth; with 
20,000 honest industrious people; with facilities for 
coinmerc~and transportation that challenge com
parison with the best; ·with water-power and fuel 
sufficient to run a thousand factories; with every 
needed raw material in unmeasured abundance 
still "it is without a single factory, and to tllis greitt 
field of eutel'Jlrise all are invited cordially and kind. 
ly to come. . To the capitalist seeking a safe invest· 
ment for his money; to the skilled mechanic seeking 
a just recompense for his labor, :ire sent this kindly 
greeting and all will be welcomed with kindne•s 
and generosity. 
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HOWELL COUNTY. 

Howell County is situated adjoining the State of 
Arkansas, and nearly in the center of the State 
of Missouri from east to west. It was organizea 
in 1857 from parts of Oregon and Ozark. It is forty 
miles north and south by about twenty-eight east 
and west. 

SURFACE. 

The surface of the county .has a general southern 
slope, rolling, with table lands and oak openings. 
.Along the streams, the surface is broken, and in the 
southern part there are small prairies. The hills 
are irregular in their direction and cannot be said 
to lie in ranges; their elevation is gradual from the 
valleys at the base to their summits. Irregular val
leys lie nestled among the hills, varying in size, of 
which Howells, Hutton, South Fork and Spring 
Creek are the principal. Some of t)lese have 
streams of living water, others are dry, except 
springs whose waters run a few rods and disappear 
in the subterraneous passages to meet the light 
agam at the head of Spring River in Arkansas. 

THE SOIL AND ITS PRODUCING QUALITIES. 

The soil of the county is varied, and might prop
erly be classified as follows: 

l. Pine lands with ~ sandy loam, which o-ecupy 
the most broken part of the county, underlaid by 
the sandstone Of the magnesian limestone series. 
These lands produce well in wheat, corn and rye, 
with tame grasses. The timber is pine, t>ost, white 
and red oak, black hickory, sassafras and summer 
grapes, and in many of the valleys other trees and 
vines, where lucious black and raspberries abound. 
This covers large areas in the north and northwe;;t. 
ern pai·t of the county. 

2. White and post oak soil covers a large territory 
and appears to 1'e a mLnure of the hickory with the 
magnesian limestone. The cJ;iaracter of this is 
dark, warm and light, and in the valleys it is very 

·productive; on the slopes lighter in quality and not 
so productive for the heavier crops; yet all :yield 
with proper culture good crops of cotton, wheat, 
rye, tobacco and hay. The slopes cannot be ex
celled for fruit culture, and the 1inest of fruit both 
in quality and size is here grown. Particularly is 
this so with regard to the peach and apple, and 've 
can safely challenge any of the fruit-growing States 
to produee superior. The subsoil of these lands is 
often richer than the surface and consists of dark
red oily clay impregnated with iron, and deep 
plowing makes a vast dill'erenee in their productive 
powers. Som.e of these lands are. covered with. 
:flint and conglonierated rock, and in many 1ilaees 
where .these are the soil is the most productive. 

3. The black-jack soil. This is generally the 
poorest of all, and cover the narrow and rockY 
ridges, and has a stunted growth '()f bla.ck-jack and 
post oak. This soil is dark in color, thin and cold, 
and is underlaid with pale yellow or slate-~,olored 

clay. These lands can be· made valuable for small 
grain and fruit cult1i1re, and all furnish excellent 
pasture of wild grass. 

In the southern part of the county there are tracts 
of land that )lave yet a different soil peculiarly their 
own. This covers small prairies and some of the low 
lands adjacent to the streams. It is black, adhesive· 
and rich, yet it is considered too wet, without drain
ing, to produce :first-class crops when the seasons 
are favorable for other lands. The low lands are 
gradually closing in with a thrifty growth of black 
elm, black hickory, ash, water oak, walnut, syca
more and hazel, on the small prairies, and within a 
few years they will be_ covered in woodlands. These 
lands afford the best pasturage in the county, and 
with proper d1·ainage and c.u!tivatio11 are very pro· 
ductive. 

The soil in the valleys is a compound of the roll
ing lands adjacent with decorqposed vegetable 
matter, and each season adds new deposits. These. 
are the most productive of any for corn, cotton and 
wheat, but tor fruit are inferior even to the black
jack lands. 

THE CLillIATE, 

The winters are short, generally commencing about 
the 20th of December and remaining mild winter 
weat.her throughout . the remainder of that month, 
January, :Pebruary and March, are varied with an 
ocbasional northwester lasting a few days at a time. 
In.the average winter.there are very few days that 
persons cannot work upon their farm.a with little in
convenience from the cold. In .the valleys, particu· 
larly in the'sonthern part of the county, the shorl, 
wild grass remains green all winter. The air is dry 
and contains no malarial swamp poisons to breed 
disease. Pulmonary disease, unless hereditar<" is 
unknown. 

WATER. 

In parts of the county living water is rather scarce. 
There are, however, many springs that issue from 
the base of hills that afford the 1inest of water. The 
water of these springs, after running .a short. dis
tance, sink and leave the valleys destitute of runulng 
streams. Yet there are many ponds, (almost every 
section of land contains one or more,) .that furnish 
abundance of stock water. Good water can be 
found by digging from f!tteen to ·forty feet. The 
principal streams in the county are Eleven Points, 
with some small tributaries, in tbe northern portion 
of the county, Spring Creek in the western, South 
Fork and Myatte in the southern part of the county. 

Twelve miles west of West Plains and sixteen 
miles northwest of the same place are located the 
Dixon· and Siloam Medicinal ·Springs. Permanent 
bath houses and other accommodations have been 
erected at both pla~es, ;md the waters are accred• 
ited with great healing virtues. 

TIMBER. 
Perhaps no county in the State can boa.st of more 

extensive and excellent pine forests than Howell. 
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In fact, in the size and quality of the timber it will 
eompare favorably with any in the United States. 
The largest forests are situated in the northwestern 
portion of the county, also in the central part of the 
northern half of the c.ounty there is :fine pine. There 
are many mills in the county, and lumber for build· 
ing purpose and fenci:ag is now offered at one dollar 
and :fifteen cents per hundred, delivered. White, 
red and post oak with black-jack and hickory are 
found in abundance for fencing and fuel, except in 
some localities where the annual :fires have stunted 
the growth. Water oak, black walnut, cypress, 
red cedar, common elder, red elm, dogwood, hazel 
and burning bush are found in different localities. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The chief productions of the county are wheat, 
corn, cotton, tobacco and oats. Large numbers ot 
cattle and hogs are raised annually for market, and 
are disposed of at remm1erative prir,es to dealers at 
home. 

MARKET l!'ACILITIES. 

Although the c.ounty is dista11t from railroads, yet 
there is at the doors of the farniers a market· that 
will average with anv' in the State. The cotton 
country so;1th of us ill .Arkansas where the industry 
ot the connt17 is employed in raising that staple, 
creates a demand for all the surplus corn, wheat 
and bacon at prices often in excess of St. J,ouis, 
without any trouble to market other than to deliver 
at home. 

BUIU>XNG MATERIAI,. 

The county fnrnishes the best of pine at very low 
prices with cotton-rock similar to that of which the 
capitol of tho State is bi1ilt. Brick cl\ll be bought at 
about . seven dollars per thousand. Nails, sash, 
glass and shingles can be procured at. reasonable 
prices. 

SCHOOLS. 

The public schools of the county at the last report 
(1879) of the Oommissioner, numbered forty-nine or· 
gauized, in which schools were taught during that 
yeai·. :Numhcir of white children in the county be· 
tween six nnd twenty years of age, 2,257; colored, 
fourteen. Amount of funds received by cou11tyfrom 
the State for the payment of teachers, ~2,100; added 
to this the average raie per eent. levied for school 
purposes was llfty eents on the hundred dollars' 
wor~h; to this also, must he added the amount of 
t1nes and 1•)1e interest on the money accrued from 
the sale of land in e:ir.h township. The sum total 
makes il1 the aggregate a respectable fnnd sam-ed to 
puolic schools.- 'l'here are several private schools in 
the county well attended. '.l'he West Plains Acade
my and Normal School building, ereeted withil1 the 
last year by private enterprise, is 11ow i11 successful 
operation, with an efficient corps of .teachers. 

CHURCHES. 

The following clenomi11ations have organized ;yith· 
in the county' Methodist, Episcopal, Presbyteria11, 
:Methodist South, Christian and Baptist. There are, 
in all, about forty organized church societies, evenly, 

distributed as to locality. Many of these have com· 
fortable houses of worship, and in some neighbor· . 
hoods three or four denominations use the same · 
house, "dwelling together i11 brotherly unity." 

WAGES. 

Farm hands receive from $10 to $15 per month with. 
board. Carpenters.from $i.50 to $2.00 per day. Black· 
smiths $1.50 to $2.00 per day. Day farm-laborers re· 
ceive seventy-five cents per day. There is always. 
plenty of work, and there is no ex(\use for idleness. 

SOCIETY, 

The people are moral and industrious, and there 
are 110 classes in society. If honest and industrious 
a person is received by all as an equal. Perfect 
freedom in religious and political opinions is al
lowed. '.l'he blue and the gray in perfect harmony 
stand side by side in the same church and in the 
same political party .• 

'CHEAP LANDS. 

This couuty being remote from the railroads tha 
lands have not been sought after. Patented land-1 
ca11 now be purchased for from :fifty cents to c:ie 
dollar and :fifty cents an acre. Gover11me11t lrm,ls 
can be secured under the UomesteadLaws,:tnd thcN 
are still 100,000 acres of such lands i11 the coun:,y. 
The lands belonging to the Agricultural Collc::;c 
(70,000 acres), by act of the Legislature, are held at 
0110 dollar and twenty,1lve cents a11d two dollar• 
per acre. Thousands· of acres of these lauds are of 
the finest quality for farming purposes. Improved 
farms can be bonght at from three to twenty·llve 
dollars per acre. " 

TOWNS. 

West Plains contains about 400 inhabitants, three 
general and two drug stores, one steam :fiouring 
mill, two wagon factories, one ·cabinet shop, one tin 
and hardware store, one si!1·e1·smith, two hotels, 
four blacksmith . sho1is, l hrcn carpenter aud joiner· 
shops, one sadcllery, two schooi buildings, one news· 
paper, two clmrches, one l\fasonlc hall, one Odd 
Fellows' and one Good Templars' halls. The business 
men are energetic and wide awake. The sale of 
mercht1ndise during the year amounts to several 
hundred thonsa11d dollars, and the lively compe
tition of the merchants often iiring goods down 
below the regular St. Louis retail market prie.es. 

llfartinsville, sLxteeu miles northwest of >Vest 
Plains, at Siloam Springs, is a ,·illage of some 300 
inhabitants; has two stores, one drng store, two 
hotels with a st.earn bathing establishment, and is 
visited by many invalids seeking health in the 
waters of the springs. 

Hutton Yalley City, located e1gntecin miles north, 
co11tains about 200 inhabitants, is a neat little yilJage 
situated in the famous valley from which it takes its 
name, has .two clry goods and one dru~ store one 
hotel, one wagon factory, one church and one s~hool 
house. The adjacent c.ounty is rich and prosperous. 
There are r.ountry stores at the follo,ving post· 
offices: Son th l'o1·k, Peace Valley aud Pottersville. 

STOCK· RAISING. 

J;'or stock-raising no place iu the United States 
can excel this county, the rolling high lanai; with 



J58 HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 

. the rich adjacent valleys furaish the best of wild 
grass for pasturage nine month in t)le year. The 
cattle, sheep and hogs have :freedom to roam and 
lu.""Uriate without bounds, and in many of the valleys 
grass remaining green and nutritive during the entire 
winter. No disease has e.ver yet alllicted the cat~e 
or sheep. Taking the climate, wild grass and the 
high, rolling character of the county, with the low 
price of land and short winters, I know of no coun
try that can excel Howell County for profitable 
stock-raising. The hogs (of whlch thousands are 
annually raised) multiply and fatten with little care. 
Many seasons they are killed "o:lf the mast," and 
make the sweetest of bacon. 

GAME. 

Deer, wild turkey and quail are found at all 
aeasous, and at times are very plentiful, and persons 

who are fond of the gun can fuid enough of each gen
erally on their own premises to kill, without violat
ing the game laws. Fish of the fl.nest 1lavor can be 
found in the North Fork (adjacent co:unty), South 
Fork and Eleven Points of Howell County. 

FINANCES. 

The indebtedness of the county has been reduced 
Within the last five years :from $"...3,000 to about$12,000, 
and each year the rate of taxation becomes lower 
from this cause and from the increase of taxable 
property, both real and personal. Many homesteadl'I 
~re being "nroved up," and cash entries made 
annually. 

Rate of taxes, 1880, State and county, one dollar 
and twenty-five cents. The rate for public schools 
is left to a vote of each district at the annual mee~
ing in April. 

IRON COUNTY. 

Iron County is situated about seventy-five miles 
directly south of St. Louis, and about fifty miles 
west of the Mississippi River. It occupies the 
summit of the Ozark Plateau - the waters from the 
surface 1lowlng ·north, east and south. No part o~ 
the globe is blessed with a greater abundance of 
pure water. Sp.arlding and crystal springs and 
s.treams :llow over tlte land to fertilize it aRd glad· 
den every creature. 

Big River, Black River and St. Francois Rh·er 
have their principal sources within this territory. 
These streams .are rapid and afford abWldant 
water-power, very little of which is yet utilized .. 

HEALTHFULNESS. 

The great elevation of this region, the entire ab
senell of stagnant water, and tbe distance from any 
low or overfiowed lands, make it beyond any doubt 
one of the most healthy sections in the Mississippi 
Valley. 

THE SURFACE. 

The general :features of the country are decidedly 
undulating-in some places the hills rising to the 
dignity of considerable mountains, interspersed 
with tertile valleys and good upland, which yield 
excellent returns to the industrious tillers of the 
soil, in· corn; wheat, oats, rye, barley, potatoes, 
·tobacco, sorgllum; u.d every variety of vegetable 
and truit suited to tbe climate. 

·The country Is oi>vered With a fo;i:est of valuable 
timber of almost every· kind and vmety, and 
amongst this is a luxnrlant grQwth of grass, which 
mak.es 011r region also rank high for grazing and 
stock-raising purposes. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

No portion of the United States offers better in· 
d11cements to stock-raisers than Iron County. The 
forest and grass-covered hills embrace fully one
half of the county, which for many years may not 
be fenced and cultivated, thus affording the very 
best pasttirage fl•ee to all Why need any person go 
to the prairies of the Far West to engage in cattle 
and sheep raising, where t.he wild grasses are no 
better and their stoc];o exposed, with little water, to 

. the scorching sun in summer, and the cold, bleak 
winds in winter; while here they are protected 
from both, with eqnally as .good :free range of wild 
grass, ·in ·the midst of springs. of pure, cold water, 
and so much neaTer the markets, with the St. Louis, 
Iron Mountain & Southern Railway extending 
through the county for thirty miles, giving direct 
communication with St. Louis and the East, the 
Mississippi at Belmont, and the South with Little 
Rock and Galveston? 

The winters are open and mild. Sheep often live 
upon the range during the whole Winter, and seldom 
require feeding more than four to six weeks during 
the entire year, 

In addition to other crops, blue grass, timolhy, 
red-top, clover. and other grasses aJ:e natnral pro• 
ducts of the soil and yield largely. 

CHEAPNESS OF LAND. 

Lands, both wild and improved, are cheaper in this 
region than in any other portion of the Union-q~aJ.
ity ll.nd advantages considered. 

Improved fa.r:tns can be purchased to-day in Soath
east Missouri, within 150 miles of St. I..ouis, at less 
cost than the wild, open prairie railroad lands, 500 ' 
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" miles distant out in Kansas and Nebraska. Large 
tracts Huitalile for grazing purposes can be pur
ebased at but a trifle above Government price. 

]'INANCIAL. 

Iron County does not owe a dollar of debt. Has 
money In the treafmry. Has splendid brick public 
buildings. Taxation for State and county purposes 
is considerably less than one per cent. The public 
schools and so<•.iety are second to no county west of 
the Atlantic seaboard. 

MINERAI~ RESOURCES. 

Thia county is the center of the great iron deposits 
of the State, as well as the Missouri Granite Works 
and in this way a home market is produced for ari 
farm productions, often superior to the city of St. 
:Louis. 

A PLEASURE RESORT 

Pleasure and health seekers can find no more 
'lovely place west of the Alleghany Mountains than 

th<> Valley of Arcadht. The valley is very beautiful 
and the hills or meuntains surrounding it-clothed 
sometimes in a mantle of emerald; sometimes in a 
sheen of autumn glory-are picturesque and inex· 
pressibly grand. · 

TOWNS. 

Within this valley of a few thousand acres are the· 
three busy towns of Ironton, ArcadiA and Pilot Knob, 
with three railway depots and telegraph offices; and 
this, too, within three hours' ride of the in-eat city 
of St. Louis. 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

Jackson Oounty is situated on the south side of the 
:Missouri Rivc.r and adjoining the State of Kansas. It 
is bo1mded on the north by Clay and .Ray Counties, 
on the east hy T,af!Lyette and Johnson Counties and 
on the south by Oass County. It is twenty-seven 
miles trom eMt to weHt and twenty-two mileR from 
north to south, and comprises 387,450 :i,cros. 

TOPOGltAPHY. 

The surface of the county iH gently untlnl:lting, 
except along the streams, and is ·about equally 
divided between timber and prairie fands. .It ill 
unsurpaswd in fertility of doop, rich and loamy 
soil, wit!~ alJmidant streams and i1ever failing 
springs. The l\fissouri .River washes the entire 
northern lJoundary for a distance of forty miles. 

MINERALS. 

From twenty to thirty inches of bituminous coal is 
found in the eastern part of the county. Building 
Btone in great abundance is found in all parts of the 
county. 

CULTIVATED LANDS . AND PRICE OF LANDS. 

About two-thirds of the area of Jackson County is 
in a high state .of cultivation. Lands are worth 
.from Jive to fift-y dollars per acre according to qual
ity, improvement and location, and almost any one 
can get land in quantity to suit their means. 

PRODUCTS. 

The principal prod nets are corn, wheat, oats, rye, 
clover, timothy, blue ,grass, potatoes, cabbage and 
tob11cco, cattle, horses, mules, sheep and hogs, and 
all fn.it and vegetables common to the latitude. 

PRODUCTS PER ACRE. 

Coi:n ••••••••••••••••• 30 to 60 bushels per acre 
Wheat •.••••••••..••. 15 to 40 · " 
Oats •••••••...••...•. 30 to 50 
Rye., ................ 20 to 30 
Cl-Over .......•••••.. 1! to 2! tons 
Timothy •.•.••.•..•.. l~ to 2~ " 
Potatoes ..••.••.••.. 150 to 300 bushels 

FINE STOCK AND HERDS. 

The stock of Jackson county is of a high grade. 
By the use of thoroughbred animals the grade has 
been vastly improved within the last few years. 

Within this county are fourteen herds of pure bred 
short-horn cattle, numerous Jlne bred horses and 
jacks, and several large herds of pure bred Merinos, 
Cotswold and Southdown sheep. 

EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS INTERESTS. 

There is in Jackson Oounty at present one hun
dred and seven school districts, organized and in 
full operation, besides those organized under the 
general law relating to citiEll! and towns, in which 
are included those of Kansas City, Independence, 
Westport, and Lee's Summit. The system of public 
schools is maintained in three ways. First, by State 
aid; secoud, by county aid; and thii:d., by taxation. 
Under the constitution of the State of Missouri one
fourth of all the State revenue is set apart yearly 
for distribution among all the •chools; also the in
terest on all funds are set apart to the counties, in 
the way of fines, swamp land, etc., which go to swell 
the public school fund. 'There is now in Jackson 
County about twenty-three thousand children of 
school age. 
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.Almost all denominations of Christia:a people are 
represented in the county, an<i the numerous 
churches seen in all parts of the count;ir attest. that 
there is a large population oi churc.h-going people. 

SOCI:ETY. 

The society ·of Jackson Couqty will compare fa
-vorablywith any county in the "GnHed State.,, Here 
one nmy find humanity in all grades, from the high
est to lowest, and a person has only to "eek his 
level, and he will he sure to find it. Peace and good 
order abound, and nowhQre is the criminal law 
more justly or promptly enforced. 

TAXATION. 

'l!he rate of tlJ,Xation ranges from $1.00 to $1.ll5 on 
the $100 valuation, according to the levies made by 
each school district for the support of its schools. 

RAILROADS. 

Jackson County has superb railroad..facilities, hav
ing two roads that run through the county the entire 
distance from east to west and one from the north
west to southeast, besides ten others coming into 
Kansas City from all directions, thus furnishing a 
ready and quick market for everything a man can 
raise from a pound of wheat straw to a car-load of 
cattle. 

WAGES. 

Bricklayers,$2.50 to $3.00 per clay. Carpen tars, $2.00 
to $3.00 per day. Common laborers, $1.50 per day. 
Teamsters,$3.00 per day. Farm hands, $15.00 to $".-5.00 
per month, including boar<l Ser,·ant girls, $1.50 to 
~.00 per week, with board. Plenty of work can be 
obtained by parties desiring to work. 

MARKETS. 

Kansas City; tbe metropolis of this county, with a 
present population of over 60,000 inhabitants, and 
increasing at a wonderful rate, affords a bountifnl 
market for eve'.ry article the farmer can produce. 
(See description elsewhere.) 

Independence, with a population of 3,000 te 4,000 
inhabitants, furnishes a good local market. 

The three railroads, the l\Iissouri Pacific, Chicago 
& Alton, and the Kaasas City & Eastern Hail.way 
Companies, afford additional advantages for m:.r
keting facilities. 

Lee's Summit, a thriving town of 1,000 inhabitants, 
is located on the line of the Missouri Pacific Hail way 
twenty-four mlles southeast of Kansas City, and is 
in the center of a magnificent farming country. It 
is a good shipping point for cattle, grain, etc.; in 
fact has not a superior as·a shipping point between 
Kll.llsas City and St. Louis. 

JASPER COUNTY. 

Jasper County comprises that part of southwest 
Missouri bordering on Kansas, cornering with the 
Indian Territory and the third county north of the 
Arkansas State line; was organized in the year lfilO, 
has an area of 637!!: squar.e miles, and cont.ains 
4.l!l,319.21 acret'I of land. Spring Itiver divides the 
county into two natural clivisions: north o:i' the river 
agriculture and •toek-raising predonooate; south 
of the river, mining predominates. 

The mines of JaEper County are confine<l to this 
southern diyision, exeept the coal mines in the 
northwestern part. 

All the northern division, and the larger portion 
of the southern dld~ion, are susceptible of a high 
sate of cultiYation. The northern diYision is 
mostly prairie; the 60Uthern division is largely tilll· 
be red. • 

TLMBERED LANDS 

comprise about one-fourth the area of the county. 
The varieties Mmprise all those usulllly fouad in 
this latitude, the principal of whieh are the differ
ent kinds of oak, hickory, walnut, ash, elm, maple, 
mulberry, cherry, sycamore, birch and red·bnd. 

The principal nut and wild fruit producing trees 
a.re hiekory, oak, walnut, pecan, chineaph>, cherry, 
mulberry, persimmon, pawpaw, plum, haw. and 
hazel. . These are dropped every ye.ar, and help 
to furnish the mast which is so abundant. 

COAL 

of good qnality is mined in the northwestern and 
western parts of the county, and is sold and deliv
ered in the cities at from ten to twelve and a half 
cents per buo-hel. It is also brought here by railroad 
a distance of from ten to twenty-flvemiles, and sold 
at the same priee. Cheap fuel is thus permanently 
assured, timber being plenty and increasing in 
abundance t-0wards the south of Jasper County; 
good solid cord-wood is delivered here at two dol
lars and fifty cents per cord. 

STONE AND BUILDING MATERIAL 

Limestone is the bed-reek of Jasper County, gen
erally lying deep, but cropping out from some of the 
ravines and from the sides of some of the bluffs. 
This limestone makes a good quality of lime. Sand
stone, or fre·estone, quarries are numerous in the 
northwest corner of the county. Rom.stone· is 
found in places in the top soil; is of a veryli"ht 
p.orous character:, ~nd has many valuable J{ro;er: 
ties. . These varieties of stone furnish e:x:cellent 
buildiJ,lg material. 

THE SOILS 

of .i;aspe~Connty comJ>rise bottom,. a rich, deep, al
luvial soil; second bottom, a. rich, deep, a.Ilnvial, ' 
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bordering on the red 01· mulatto soil; upland soil, 
which grades through all shades of black, grey and 
red. The latter is the celebrated mulatto soil for 
which Southwest Missouri is particularly noted, and 
is so highly prized wherever known. 

The soils are underlaid with· what is lmowa as the 
river belt, containing the porous hornstone, rich in 
<>xid!l of iron, <;>xide of calcium, phosphorus and 
animal and vegetable deposits, which together act 
<>n the soil as perpetual fertilizers. This red sub
soil, brought from a depth of twenty or thirty feet, 
will 'sprout vegetation like a hot-b'ed. 

.The soils of Jasper Coun\Y are noted as favorable 
to the production of every staple grown in the 
N orthei·n States, as well as some of the leading 
productions of the Southern States, such as cotton, 
tobacco, pean11ts, barley, hem1>. :flax, castor beans 
and field peas. 

Good water, clear, pure and healthful, is found 
everY'\Vhere in Jaspei· County. It is easily obtained 
by digging at from :fifteen to thirty feet. 

Excellent spiings and streams of clear, pure 
\Vl1ter ai·e well distributed over the county and 
make up the water courses which ftow from east 
\vesterly for so1ue distance neal'ly parallel with each 
-other until received into the main central artery of 
the (•.ounty. 

Spring River, a beautiful, clear, rapid stream of 
spring w:iter, not stibject to overftow, and capable 
<>f operMing mills and factories of the largest ma
ehinery. 

THE CLIMATE 

is inilcl, winters short, autumns long and pleasant, 
summers long, but not so hot as in the Northern· 
Stn.tes.' The altitude, over 1,100 :feet above sealevel, 
giyca a bright, clear atmosphere and cool pleasant 
nights. · 

The climate and the water ai·e favorable to good . 
hcalt;h, especially as there are no ponds, sloughs, 

.swamps, nor sluggish streams to produce miasma 
and malaria, . or if those poisons do generate, they 
are believed to be absorbed by the porous hornstone 
and chemically resolved or destroyed. Thus, a 
.residence on a rocky lmoll is always found to be 
healthful. A foggy morning is extremely rare. 

THE PRODUCTIONS 

of Jasper County comprise a great variety of articles. 
The leading staples in the order of their importance 
are about· as iollows: Minerals, live stock, corn, 
winter wheat, oats, hay, beef, pork, fruits, potatoes, 
wool, vegetables, ftax, millet, broom corn, beans, 
sorghum, rye, barley, tobacco,· cotton and peanuts. 

Garden productions eomprise an unusual va
riety of vegetables of good qualities, and continue 
through a long season, often getting two crops froni 
the same ground in one season. 

Fruits of all kinds do well, the wood is healthy, 
makes rapid growth and bears early. Most of the 
small fruits ire indigell9US to this latitude, and are 
very large and 11xcellent. Orchards are numerous, 
and mueh attention is given to :fruit cultare. They 
ripen in regular gradation, '¥!eh variety lapping 
over the preceding one in about the :folloWing order: 
Strawberries anQ:goose]lerries, April 20; raspberries 
and curra.nts, May·l5; cherries, May 20; peaches, 
June 15, continuing until the last of November-

the "Amsden June" originated in Jasper County 
and has ripened there May 20; apricots .and nec
tarines in June; apples and pears .Tune 10 and 15 
and continue until winter. 

Winter wheat is an important staple; there were 
more than half a million bushels raised in Jasper 
County in the year 1879, and it is estinmted that 
the yield of 1880 will overreach three·fou1·ths of a. 
million. This estinlate is based on an iwerage of 
thirteen bushels per acre. The work of one thrasher 
-0ne season was 2,162 acres of wheat, that averaged 
eighteen and one·half bushels per acre. Some 
ftelds averaged forty bushels per acre. 

Corn is a leading staple; two and one-half million 
bushels per annum is the average crop of Jasper 
County. It averages forty bushels p·er: acre. 

In a contest for a premium offered fo1· the best 
:five acres of corn in Jasper County, twelve com
petitors ·ranged from seventy to one hundred 
and fifteen bushels per acre, averaging ninety-two 
and one-half bushels per acre on the whole sixty 
acres entered for the contest. 

LIVE STOCK 

of all kinds do well in Jasper County. The i·nising of 
cattle, hogs, horses nnd sheep is an inlportant ant'! 
profttable business, made so bY a combination of 
circumstances rarely met with-plenty of good 
water, rich ant'! succulent grass that comes early 
and does not clry up and spoil until very late in the 
winter, sometimes furnishing sustenance enough to 
keep stock alive all winter. The feeding season i? 
short, often lasting but two or three months. 
Abundance of mast for hogs, rolling, grassy knoll' 
for sheep, nnd a. healthy atmosphere foi· all. 

Dairying has proved very successful, and is rap
idly increasing in importance. This 'is closely con
nected With two cheese factories, which are now 
in successful operation. 

AB sheep are easily taised wool is au import.-in~ 
and lucrative product. 

FISH .AND GAME 

are la1·ge and plenty in the clear streams o1 Jasper 
County. There are many varieties, the most im
portant of which are bass, catftsh, pickerel, perch, 
redhorse and suckers. 

Considerable attention has been given to :dsh cul· 
ture by the Fish Association of Jasper County, a.nu 
the streams are becoming well stocked with saimon 
and.trout. 

Small game is very abundant, such as the prairie 
pheasant, quail, squiITels, rabbits, and a numberless 
variety of birds. . The singing birds, such as the 
mocking bird, red bird, thrus'h and robin, are very 
numerous in the fore"sts, and often make night as· 
well as day melodious With their songs. · 

BEE. CULTURE 

takes high rank in Jasper County, and many persons 
have given it considerable attention and study with 
pecuniary proftt. 

MINES AND MINING. 

There was some mining done in a rilde way before 
the late war, but it was not until 1872 and 1873 that 
the great discoveiies were made which led to their 
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present importance. The southern, and especially 
the southwestern, part of Jasper county contains 
apparently inexhaustible mines of lead and zinc ore; 
these mines extend into Newton County, and a few 
miles o•·er the line into Kansas. This mineral dis
trict, with the city of Joplin as its center, is very 
:rich and important, as shown by statistical reports. 
These reports show that for several years past the 
State of :Missouri has furnished more than one-half 
of the lead production of the t:nited States, and for 
the last few years this mineral district has furnished 
more than one-half of the lead production of the 
State of Missouri, and three-fourths of all the zinc 
manufactured in the "C"nited States. 

This mineral district is heavily timbered. It is 
Wl:lll watered by Spring River, which incloses it on 
the north and west, and tributaries, Center Creek, 
Turkey Creek, Short Creek, and Shoal Creek, which, 
l"llnning west, course its north, middle and south 
portions. Of these more important coniluents are 
numerous lesser inlets, and on" their inclines and in 
their valleys, as on Joplin and Lone Elm, are the 
productive mineral fields. 

This district aYerages nearly 1,000,000 pounds of 
lead ore per week and 1,250,000 pounds of zinc ore 
per week. 

MARKETS AND EXPORTS. 

The large mining population of Jasper County 
:must depend upon the farmer and stock-grower for 
subsistence, thus greatly increasing the home 
market. 

The surplus cattle, wheat, corn, wool, and pork, 
is mostly sent north and east, and is governed by 
St. Louis "prices. Surplus :tlonr mostly goe• ;west 
and south, Jasper County brands commanding high
est prices. A few car loads per week are sent to 
Boston and Liverpool. 

Large herds of cattle are imported every autumn 
from the plains of Texas, the Indian Territory, and 
the canebrakes of Arkansas, to :fatten upon the sur
plus grain of Jasper County during the winter, and 
shipped north and east in the spring and su=er. 

Surplus fruits are mostly shipped west and south, 
except early peaches, which are mostly sent north. 

Lead ore i.; smelted at home and the pig lead 
shipped north and east. 

Zinc ore is shipped in its natural state to the 
smelting works at the coal iields near Joplin and to 
St. Louis and Illinois. 

The exact average of the shipments of Jasper 
County products could not be obtained. nut it is 
known that for two or three months two hundred 
and :fifty cars per month of minerals, grain and 
stock are shipped from Jasper County over one 
railroad alone. 

In October, 1879, there accumulated in Carthage 
alone 3.5,000 bushels of wheat, more than the rail· 
road comvan;r were then able to furnish cars to ship 
away, although shipping to their utmost capacit;. 

THE RAILROAD F.il.CILITU:S 

of Jasper County are as follows: The St. Louis & 
San Francisco Railway enters the county at the 
southeast corner, runs iifteen miles nm·thwestel"!y 
to Carthage, the county seat, thence westward 
throngh the eounty und through th<' center o:f the 
southern. tier o:f countie;; of Kansas and will soon bo 

the grand tlU'ough trunk Hue connecting f·ri.. Louis 
with San 'Fran·cisco. At Oronogo" a ni:::.11i11g· town, 
nine miles west of Cai;thage, this railro:td sen .. • a 
branch a distance of eight miles south to Jon.in. 
passing through ·webb City and fol"lning the outlet 
for the center of the great minc~al district of Jasper 
County. The main line of this railroad crosses 
the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Raih·oad1 for· 
merly known as Joy's road, at Columbus, Kansas; 
also the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Hailroad at 
Oswego, and the Kansas City, J,awrence & Southern 
at Cherry>ale, Kansas, thus bringing.Jasper County 
in connection with St. Louis and Chicago" in two 
directions. 

The Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad have 
recently extended their former southern terminus 
at Baxter Springs eastwardly, entering Jasper 
County at the southwest corner, and making present 
terminus at Joplin, proposing to continue on their 
surveyed line northeasterly as fur as Carthage. 

The Joplin Railroad, now under control of the 
St. Louis & San Fr::mcisco Railway Company, runs 
from Joplin northerly, at a distance of seven miles, 
crossing the main line of the latter and continuing 
on northerly it taps the immense coal fields near 
the northwestern corner of Jasper County, inter· 
secting the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad 
at Girard, Kansas. 

THE JH.il.NUF ACTORIES 

of Jasper County are constantly increasing, and at· 
tracting more attention, and take high rank aa an 
important feature. The numerous smelting fur
naces open the wny for v"rious kinds of factories, 
plenty of good water and water-power, cheap and 
abundant fnel, both wood and coal, for steam
power, and a great variety of materials altogether 
insure snccess to the manufacturer. Jasper County 
has now twenty-five factories of various kinds, l>e
sides the· smelting furnaces above mentioned, and 
seventeen !lour and saw mills all in successful 
operation. The majority of them are operated by 
water-power. 

POPf'LATIO~ AND TAX YALUES. 

The first settlement within the present limits of 
Jasp~r County was made in the year 1833. In the 
year 1860 the population had reached 6,883, accord
ing to the "Cnited States census. During the late 
war, being on the border, the county was almost en
tirely depopulated, houses and fences burned, or-" 
chards ruined, and nothing but chimneys marked 
where the towns once stood. 

Immediately npon the close of the war she began 
a repopulation which, with her wealth, rapidly in
creased, as shown by the following tabular state
ment taken from the As;;essor's books: 

"--·-~ ----" ~---
15 ~ ~ I :§ §< ti .; \ Total ::0 § ",, 8 '3 ~ S \ ""o 11valuat}n. i::..·~ ~ - ~~ ~ ;::1 ~ ~ 00 ~ 1· ....... -----,-,'---1 

1866. - ~2:1 ~11 ~481 13~1 =~~i $1,2::,735 . soo 
1s;o. ,,,,os1 6 .. ,4l 11,.os

1
10. ,2L, 14,,, 'I. 4,l•.•,446 14,968 

1880. 9,4081 2,360126,77;ii 13,436, -14,4021 5,373,875140,000 
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The rate of ta.."<C&tio·n on each one hundred dollars 
of assessed valuation is, for all State and county 
purposes, only tiinety cents. .The permanent· 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FUND 

of Jasper County is $250,000, the largest of any county 
in the State. Thie innd is in charge of the county 
eourt and is a principal, which is required to be kept 
on ten per cent. interest, and the interest used only 
for paying teachers' salaries. 

Jasper County now stands the third in rank in the 
State school fllnd apportionment, receiving this year 
$8,377.80. .All this helps to make the 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

·Of Jasper County a very valuable feature. The 
County Commissioner of Public Schoo.ls furnished 
the following items: 

"Jasper is the only county in the State which em
ploys the whole tinie of the County School Commis
sioner. When all the public schools are in session 
there are 150 teachers employed, fifty of whom are 
engaged in the graded schools; their average salary 
is '·for gentlemen $45.50, and for fadies $38.SO per 
month. The graded schools, and many of the dis· 
triet schools, are kept open nine months during the 
year. There are 112 school houses in the county 
which, with other scliool property, are valued at 
!)156,000. The number of children in the county of 
school age is 11,662." 

'l'hcre are a number of private schools in the 
county. 

THE COUNTY FINANCES 

of Jasper are in excellent condition. She is :free 
:from county indebtedness, and has so few out
standing wan-ants that they are worth llinety·eight 
cents on the dollar. She is dh•ided into fifteen 
municipal townships, and on three of these town
ships there is a small railroad debt. Besides several 
railroad bridges, Jasper County has five large 
county bridges tha,t l1avi; a span·' of about 'ine 
hundred feet each; two of them are iron bridges. 
'.rhei·e ai·e a number of smaller bridges, and excel· 
lent natural roads. 

THE CHURCHES 

of Jasper County, as wen as her schools, are the 
pride of her people. There are over one hundred 
church organizations in the county, and forty-four 
church buildings. 

THE SECRET ORDERS 

of Jasper County number at least thirty, the prin
cipal of which are as follows: Masonic Lodges, 
seven; Royal Arch Chapter, .two; Comma:ndery 
Knights Templar, one; Eastern Star, one; .Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, three; Odd Fellows, 
seven; Encampments, two; Knights ot Pythias, 
two; Good Templars, three, and Murphy Temper
ance Societies, eleven; 

IMMIGRATION -NEWSPAPERS. 

She also has an immigration society, organized in 
1873, incorporated according to the State laws, and 
has done much effective work in publishing papers, 
pamphlets, maps, etc., to induce immigration. 

There are five daily a:nd six weekly newspapers 
published in Jasper County. Two of the dailies and 
two of the weeklies are Republican in politics; two 
of the dailies and three of the weeklies are Demo
cratic, and one weekly is Greenback and Labor 
Reform. 

CITIES AND TOWNS. · 

Jasper County has two incorporated cities, Car
thage and Joplin. 

Carthage, the county seat, is in the geographical 
center of the county, has a population of 6,000, is 
well built, healthy, beautifully situated on the hills 
of the south blu:ff of Spring River, on the St. Louis 
& San Francisco Railway, has a forest park, shady 
groves and walks, fine suburban residences, is 
lighted with gas and is rapidly becoming a manu
facturing center. 

Her woolen factory consunies 165,000 pounds of 
wool per annu~ . 

She has also thre.e carriage factories, two furniture 
factories, a plow factory, a large foundry and 
machine shop, a soda factory, three flouring mil!s
one with a capacity of two hundred ba1Tels of flour 
per day-two breweries, fo11r wagon shops, many 
other shops, a number of small factories of various 
kinds. and many business houses of · all kinds, 
three weekly and two daily newspapers, three 
hotels and ten churches. 

The public school b_11ilding is a fine three·story 
brick, mansard slate roof, situated in· the Clenter 
of a square block of four acres, well set in shade 
trees, ancl located in the center of the city. The 
building alone cost ljl35,000. 

The sch9ol is graded, takes a systematic course, 
has a graduating clus every year, and is governed 
by a principal and fourteen assistant teachers. 

The number of school children in Carthage is 
1,499. 

Carthage hns ward schools and two private 
schools. 

The Oarthage Public Library contains 1,000 vol
umes and own a commodious buildi.llg and reading 
room. 

The Pleasant Valley Zinc Mines near Carthage 
are rapidly gaining notoriety. A zine smelting :fur· 
nace and rolling nlill is contemplated. These mines 
have been averaging 100,000 lbs. of zinc ore pe: · 
mouth, and as the new crushing mill is now abou ' 
completed they will double their capacity. 

Joplin, "the Wonder of the West," the ontgrowtl1 
of the rich mines of ,Jasper County, has suddenly 
leaped into rank as t11e fourth city in the State of 
Missouri, having a population of at least ll,000. 
The number of school children is 2,800. 

Joplin is in tile southwestern part of Jasper 
Colll).ty, and is the center of the richest lead region 
in the world. It contafus twenty-five Scotch or 
blasteye furnaces, o:O:e· :flint shire hearth, and four 
slag eyes for smelting lead ore, with a capacity qf 
200,000 pounds per day. • 

The city has three railroads, fine graded and ma.ca; 
damized streets, is lighted with gas, has three com
modious school houses, with graded ·schools, six 
churches, eight hotels - Que a :tine brick structure, 
the best in the southwest; a white lead factory, new 
process, two foundries and ;maehine shops, a car
riage and wagon factory, and a large number of 
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other factories! shops anll business honl':ies of -vtn·~ 
ions kinds, and tl\"o daily and mo weekly news
papers. 

"\Yebb City and t~enterville, tv;o iuining town:3 
grown together, is nn ontf.,ri·owth of n1ore recent 
mineral discoveries and has a population of aliout 
4,000. It is in the midst of n 1·ich mining district 
about Jlrn miles from_Joplin, on the Joplin Brauch 
of the St. Louis & Sau Francisco Railway. 

The zinc mines of. ·wel:!b City and Cente1""1'"ille are 
assuming large proportion:3, and they are operating 
a large zinc cru:;her and seYern.l snu1ll crushers, 
besides the lend s1nelting furnaces. It has a gootl 
brick school building arnl a weekly newspaper. 
Webb City is about three miles from 0,;wego, a to>>U 
of 1,200 inhaiJitants, which, under the name of 
Miners\·ille, is kn0\\"11 as the oldest iuining town in 
Jasper County. It is on the main line of the St. 
Louis & San Francisco Railway and at the point 
where the Joplin Branch lea\"es the main line. 
Oswego has an ingeniously constructed zinc and 
lead crusher. 

There are many small mining towns and other 
towns 'nth post-o:!lice,;, stores, ehops, etc., located 
at various l'Oints in e>ery part of Jasper County. 
The most ilnportant are Sarcoxie, ~,-nla, Clla.111 .. 

bersville, .Jasper, Pre~ton, }fodoe, Opolis, Georgia 
City, Galesburg, 81nith1ieltl, Cnrl Junction, Alba) 
Lea,tville, Seotland, ::IIossville and Bowers' 11rn1s, 
containing from 50 to 500 inhabitants each. 

PltICES 0.F LA1'"DS. 

There are now in Jasper Cminty 20,000 acres of 
mineral lands un(lcvcloped, upon which there are 
constantly U(ny discoveries of ore, and ove1· 200,000 
acres of unimproved lanLls 1iHwtly of good qunlity 
and susceptible of a high state of cultivation and 
upon 'vhid1 a h'Teat 11u1nbcr of 1)co11le can secure 
healthy and prosperous homes or paying n1iues, at 
inices ranging fron1 fiye to ten dollars per ncre ... 
Good farms, with good to medium and cheap im· 
provements, can be had at prices from tweh·e and 
one-half to.rn·enty-Jive dollars per acre. 

IX COXCU.~SIOX. 

It will thus be seen that Jnsper County can sns· 
tain un agricultural· popufo tion three times as large 
as she nuw hn.s, ancl a lnining and nu1nufactui-ing 
population filty times us large, or probably without 
limit . 

. JEFFERSON OOU~TY. 

This county is bounded on the east, for a distance 
of twenty.three miles, by the Jilississippi Tth·er; 
on .the north, for t"·cnty-fonr miles, by the 
l\feramec River, and for a distance of tl\"elve 
miles by thO County of St4 Louis; on the ·we.st 
by Franklin and Wn~hington Counties, for a 
distance of twenty-four n1Hes, anU by Big Uiver, 
for a. distance of ten miles; and ou the south 
hy St. Francois County, for a distance of elm·en 
'1iles, and by Ste. Genevieve County, for a 
listance of nine miles. A spur of the Ozark range 
·:>f mountains runs diagonally through the county 
· rom the south line to the northeast cor1,er on the 
~U:erumec Ri\"er, from which 1ioint there is a contin
uous ridge to the southwest corner of the State, 
across ·whlch no water runs. The spur of these 
moimtains lying in Jelfer3ou County rises to a 
height of about fin! hundred feet above· the ::lfissis
sippi River. This constitutes the main ridge ·of the 
county, l;h;ecrs it and divides its \'rater courses. On 
the east the water :tlows u1 smaller >treams directly 
into the J\ffasissippi Hiyt>i.·, and on the \Yest into Big 
RiT"er. Between the::;e sn·ea1ns there are high 
ridges yarying in altitude nhorn the JIIississippi 
River irom rn·-0 to four hundred feet. The greatest 
length of the ccnn1ty from north to· south is about 
tl:!irty-si.'I': miles and its greatest iJreadth is about 
twenty-four miles. The county contains 404,000 
acres of land. 

SOILS. 

It is e;;rimated that ahout three-fourths of Jeffer
son County iil ara!J!e land, the balance being so 
bir:1ken or rocky that it is unfit for cultfration, but 
i1rodnces ahnnLlnnce of pa~tnre g-ra.s.ses, and espe
cfa.Ily blue grns.$. The i·idg-es of high lands lying 
bet,·n:~en the \vnter course.:.; nanu:d, extend in "\Yiclth 
:ft01n a fe·w yards to n1iles, and the soil at the surface 
is a light sandy loam, with a deep subsoil of clay 
intern1ixed 'vith ttand, underlaid Uy n1agnesiau 
limestone at a depth of fifteen to twenty feet. The 
't'"alley.s or krw lan<lci lying a.long the ~trea1ns 11a1ned, 
and other smaller stremns, hm·e a yery deep black 
loam, whieh is )Jraeticnbly inexhaustible by tillage. 

Pnom::cTs OF THE SOIL. 

Whent, onts, corn, hay, clover, Irish and swt.et 
potatoes, tobacco, broom corn, and sorghum, are 
the chief produi:tions of the county. The ridges are 
deeiued the Lest wheat land and the valleys the 
best corn Jund. The a\·eragc yield of wheat is 
fifteen bu;,hels aud of corn about thirty bushels per 
acre, though hy careful cultivarimi the yield of corn 
often reaches seveury-1ive bushels per acre, and of 
wheat thil~ty l.msllels and in some instances over 
forty, Pcad1es" apples,.grapes, strawberries,goose
ben~ies, blackberries, raspberri~s and currants, are 
produced in great abnnda1H·e for home consumption 
and market. The hill land,; are peeuliurlv well 
adapted to the production of all kinds of fruit. 
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LIVE STOCK. 

Farmers engaged in the business have made the 
raising of stocl;: very profitable here. In the past the 
most attention has been given to the raising ot 
horses, mules, cattle, hogs and sheep, the latter 
however to a limited extent. The amount of pas· 
ture lands in the county which can be had at ex
tremely low :ftgures makes the county especially 
desirable for raisers of sheep and dairy cattle. 
Dutter-making has been tested thoroughly and has 
proved very remunerative. There are several ex
tensive cfairies in the county for the manufacture of' 
butter, but strange to say not yet a single cheese 
factory, or at least none of any note has been e!tab· 
lished. The surface being broken liy hills and val· 
leys, numerous :fine, cold springs are to be fo1md in 
every portion of the county, fui"Jiishing hundreds of 
choice situatio11s ior dairies. Some of the springs 
afford water enough to run grist and saw mills, and 
hence fisheries for the raising of food :fish could be 
made with but little cost to yield a handsome pro:fit. 

MINERALS. 

Lead and zinc ore ai·e the only metals yet mined 
in paying quantities. There are, however, large de
posits of hematite iron ore and sulphur. The Valle 
l\Iines and the mines in the vicinity of Frumet have 
been worked for over fifty years, and have yielded, 
and are still yielding, vast quantities of lead and 
zinc 01·e. These mines are of great extent, and lie 
on Big River and the headwaters of the Joachim. 
The Sanely l\fines, on Sandy Oreek, have also yielded 
and are still yielding much lead ore. With all lead 
deposits is found the bald tiJf, or barytes, in paying 
quantities. Indeed, it .is claimed by practical llliners 
and geologists, that the largest portion of the county 
has all tbe indications of lead. The lead ore has 
been smelted at home, but the zinc has hitherto been 
shipped to the Oarondelet furnaces for reduction. 
!l'h-0i·e is also here·a white clay, known as ball clay, 
In large quantities, said to be, in one place at least 
(on Belew•s Oteek),practicaliyinexhaustible. This 
clay is now being mined and shipped to Pittsburgh, 
Penn., to be manufactured into queensware. and 
other' articles foi· use. No other clay is found, ex· 
cept a most exceB.ent brick clay, and that is found 
in'unlimited supply. 

Limestone of the best quality is found in abund
·ance in all parts of the county. This is used pro:fit
ably for making lime and for building purposes. In 
the vicinity of De Soto, which is forty miles from St. 
Louis, is what Is called De Soto stone, thus named 
because found nowhere else but at that point. This 
stone i& capable of :fine polish, and is e:i..."tensively 
used in the ":finish" of buildings, much having been 
shipped to be i:sed in St. Louis and .elsewhere. 

MA.NUF ACTORIES. 

There are six steam and six water :flouring mills 
in the county. These mills grind a large pol."ti.on of 
the wheat raised in the county, thus giving a home 
market for that staple. Within the last decade the 
Orystal Plate Glass Oompany has erected extensive 
works at the mouth of the Plattin for the manufll.c
ture of plate glass. In the Vicinity Of these works is 
an inexhaustible supply of white sand and lime· 

stone for the numufncture of all kiuds of glassware. 
This company has ·gone to n· cost of many hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, and the enterprise prom
ises at no distant dav to become one ofth!l most ex
tensive and pro:f!table glass manufactories in the 
world. A town of 1,500 inhabitants has sprung up 
since the work begun, ancl nearly :fl\·e hundred 
hands are employed by the company. Sand in large 
quantities suitable for the manufacture of glass is 
found on the Joachim and other places in the 
county. The machine shops of the St. Louis, Iron 
l\fountaiu & Southern Railway Company are lo
cate·d in De Soto, Jefferson County. These shops 
cost oyer a hundrecl thousand dollars, and give em
ployment to .many hands. At Windsor Harbor is 
located an iron found1'Y, which giYes employment 
to probably over two hundred hands. The works 
cost over seventy-:fiv:.e thousand dollars, and at 
them ai·e manufactured wrought iron for the trade. 
In these works charcoal is used, which enables the 
land ownei•s within a radius of ten miles to utilize 
their timber by making coal. The fall in the various 
streams in the county ancl the quantity of water 
afford hundreds of most excellent sites for water
power manufactures, and timber is so abundant. 
steam-power can be used with pro.lit. Wooljll and 
cotton ·mills and factories for the manufacture of 
plows, wagons, barrels, harrows and all kinds of 
agricultural implements could be established here 
a11d made to pay good dividends. Some 0f the 
poorest lands for agriculture in the county have a. 
heavy growth of white oak timber suitable for all 
wood manufactures, ancl these lahds can be bought 
at merely nominal :figures. The timber. consists 
chie:fiy of white, r>ost, black and burr oak; black.and 
white walnut, the hard and soft maple, sycamore. 
hickory, ash, linden and elm, and these varieties of 
timber are found in large quantities,· so that the 
manufacture of wood into articles for trade, with. 
capital ancl skilled labor could be made an extent 
sive and paying industry here. 

MEDICINAL SPRINGS. 

There are two sulphur springs in the conn-;y-one 
at Kimmswick and one at Sulphur Springs-the 
curative powers of which are said to be 11.S good as 
any in the world. There is now organized a com· 
panyknown as Montesano Springs Oompany, which 
will soon erect buildings at the springs at filmms
wick, and will make that place a health resort. 

Owing to the elevated situation of the county it is 
one of the healthiest places to be found anywhere. 
It is far enough north to be out of the reach of the 
pestilential and malarial :fevers prevalent farther 
south, and it is far enough south to be out of the 
e:x;treme cold prevalent :further north. 

RELIGIOUS MATTERS. 

Perfect freedom of thought and action in religions 
matters is to be found in its highest and truest de
velopment in Je1ferson County. Every neighbor
hood has a house of worship, and has its church 
organizations and Sabbath-schools. The prevailing 
religious denominatio;ns in the county are Bapti~t, 
Catholic, Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Epi~
copalian, Ohristian and United Brethren, and the,ir 
l·espective communicants are in numbers abollt m 
the order.named, the Baptist being the largest. 
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EDUC.A.TION.A.L. 

There are in the county seventy-seven good sub
stantial public school houses, all new or nearly new, 
having been built in the last few years. '.l'he per
manent school fund of the county and townships, 
all of which is now loaned at ten per cent. com
pound interest, the interest alone being usable, is 
$41,770.60. For the year 1879 there was exptinded 
the sum of $21,529.06 in the education of the children 
in t)le public schools. Every child-black as well 
as "·hite-in the county is afforded the means of 
educ:i.tion at the public expense. 

DEBT .A..."'fD T.A.X.A.TION. 

'£he bonded debt of the county at thi~ time is 
11.bout $95,000, and this is• the remnant of the debt 
that was created in the construction of gravel roads 
:in. the county, of which about lifty-five miles 
are completed. The people h:tve kept faith with 
their creditors, and have faithfully paid their debts 
as they matured. The property in the county was 
for 1879 assessed at $2,B53,573, and the rate of taxa
tion for that year was ~2.05 on the $100 valuation for 
all pn;woses, including State, county and schooL It 
will lie about the same for this year. With this 
rate of taxation, however, the county is enabled to 
pay every year from $12,000 to $15,000 of the out
standing bonds as they mature, besides the annual 
interest on the whole debt. 

COUNTY RO.A.DS. 

There. are two excellent gravel roads extending 
:from the city of St. Louis nearly through the 
county-one by the way of Lemay Ferry, and tile 
HillslJoro to De Soto; and the other by the way of 
Fenton and House's Springs up the valley of Big 

tRiver to Morse's Mills. The Iron Mountain Rail
way and these two rock roads run parallel with 
each other from St. Louis through this county at 
about the distance from each other of :five miles. 
The northern border of the county is less than ten 
miles from South St. Louis, and within fifteen miles 
of the court house in St. Louis. Farmers take 
their wheat, pork, potatoes, peaches, apples and 
even eord wood and eharcoal to St. Louis in their 
wagons and bring back loads of merchandise and 
other articles for tile country merchants and the 
people, and thus do their own freighting and save 

large sums of money that go to the carriers in less 
favored counties. The northern portion of the 
county is near enough to St. Louis and its market 
facilities are such that gardening can be follovred 
with pro:fi.t, and for this a few acres of land is all 
that is needed. Indeed, Jefferson County is noth· 
ing less than a suburb of the great city of St. Louis. 

M.A.RKEl~S. RAILROADS .A.ND BUSINESS 

F .A.CILITIES. 

The principal home markets for the products of ' 
the farm and shop are Crystal City and De Soto. 
The former has a population of 1,500 aud the latter 
2,500. There are many towns in the county of 
minor importance such as Kimmswick, Sulphur 
Springs, Pevely, Horine, Bailey's Station, Hematite, 
Victoria, Vineland, Hillsboro, Byrnesville, Antonia, 
House's Springs, Morse's Mills, Maxville and Avoca. 
The Missouri Pacific Railway runs for many miles 
along the northern and northwestern border oi the 
county, and many of the people find markets along 
that road and reach St. JJouis by it. The Iron 
Mountain .Railroad runs thirty miles through tlic 
COU)lty, and affords a way to business and .market 
for a large portion of the population. As has been 
<hated, the Mississippi River washes about twenty· 
three miles of the border, and hence many of our 
people have a water way to market north and south. 

POPULATION AND ITS COMPOSITION. 

The population of the county is now .estimated at 
20,000. About one-thiJ:d are German speaking pen· 
ple, principally Germans and Bohemians. There is 
also a large proportion of Irish. The Germans and 
Irish are mostly on farms and well-to-do. The bal· 
ance of the population is mostly American born, yet 
there are soine from every country in Europe. 
There are about 500 colored people in the county. 
The American born population is composed of men, 
or descendants of men from every State in the Union. 
Our people are hospitable and neighborly, kind and 
liberal. Not only perfect freedom of conscience.but 
also political :freedom exists here. No man fa ostra. 
cised here on account of 11is religious and political 
opinions. All claim the right to regulate thek own 
conduct religiously and politically, and this right is 
fully and without stint accorded to all. 

JOHNSON. COUNTY. 

Johnson County lies :in. the Laraine .River valley, 
about equally .distant from the north and south 
boundaries of the State, and in tlte second tier of 
counties from tile western boundary line,. distant 
from St. Louis about two hundred miles. It is 
bounded on the north by Lafayette County, on the 
east by Pettis County, on the south by Hen;ry 
Couty, and on the west .lJy Cass and Jackson 
Oounties. 

The county cont:tins 52"2,049 acres, exclusive of 
town lots, of which there are 3,468 in the county. 
The surface of the country is gently undulating 
prairie lands mainly, though traversed lJy numerous 
well timbered streams. 

CLIM.A.TE. 

The climate is mild and salubrious. The degrees 
of cold and heat are regulated to such an extent as 
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to l'lot render it a locality subject to extremes. In 
the summer months the nights are remarkably cool. 

PRICE Ol!' LANDS. 

Goon farm lands, in cultivation, with fences, 
houses and outbuildings, can be bonght at from 
fifteen to twenty dollars per aere. Wild lands at 
from five to eight dollars per acre. Farms in' a fine 
state of cultiv:Ltion, with all necessary buildings, 
outhouses, barns, orchards, etc., itt from twenty to 
thirty dollars per acre, according to proximity to 
towns and railroad depots. 

POP1.ILAT!ON. 

According to the census of 1870 Johnson Oounty 
contai11ed IL population of 24,048, but from the in
crease indicated by r.enaus of school children for 
the year 1879, it would be just to place the present 
population at iibout 28,000 to 30,000. 

TIMBElt SUPPLY. 

About one-fifth of the county is timber land. '.l'he 
indigenous forest trees ii1clmlc llCarly all the deci
duous t1·ecs of this lrLtitndc ; among the most useful 
of which are white oak, burr oak, hicko1·y, black 
walnut, maple, wild cherry, lom1st, and sycamore. 
'.l'he various varieties of the elm, willow, buckeye, 
and redbnd, are found, but arc .not classed among 
the most valuable. 

SOIL AND PRODUCTS. 

'.l'lle soil is generally a rich blnck loam, underlaid 
with limestone, producing abundantly under 
proper <1ultivation. 1n the vicinity of 'Warrensburg, 
the county seat, the sofr is somewhat lighter, un· 
derlaid wit.h simtlstone, well adapted to grapes, and 
fruits of all ldnds. 

'J.'he prairie soil produces fine ttnd abundant crops 
Of "fheat, COl'll, rye, Oltts, barley and grasses; While 
the npland timbered port.ions are well adapted to 
wheat and fruits. 111 all parts of the county the 
raising of small grains and Indian corn receives the 

· greater pm·t of the attention of the inhabitants, 
though in the southern and southeastern parts con· 
sider:ihle a1.tention has bcen•paid to the raising of 
blooded stock, with fair results as shown below. In 
one township there is not a single bull that is not of 
good pedigree. At one shipment made hom this 
township in '.l.farch, 1880, of thirty-one head of cattle, 
twenty-six three-year-old steers averaged 2,000 lbs. 
each, and five spayed heifers of the same age aver
aged 1,710 lbs. each. 

STRE.AJrIS, ETC. 

'.l'he county is well watered; Springs are found in 
itll parts ot the county. The county is traversed by 
numerous creeks and small streams which afford 
ample drainage to all the uplands. Wells of living 
water can be obtained at a depth of·from twenty-five 
to thirty and forty feet. 

RAILROADS. 

Johnson Oounty has two railroacls running across 
her borders: The Missouri Pacific Railway, travers
ing it through the center from e:1st to west, and t~1e 
Paola J3l'anch of the Uissouri, Kansas & Texas Rail-

way. :N' ear 1.he northern oonndary, running through 
Lafayette County, is the Chieago & Alton liailroad ;. 
and the mnin line of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
Railway is but one ulile from the sontheast corner 
of the county. Johnson County ships largely ovor· 
these two last named railroads. 

COAL AND STOl!."E. 

Almost the whole county is un<lerlai<l with the 
upper and middle coal measures. The veins vary in 
dejlth below the surface from five to one hundred 
feet, according to locality; and in thickness from 
fifteen inches to fom· and a half teet. The most ex
tensivelyworkecl coal mines are located at Jlfontser
rat, in the eastern portion of tl1e eounty, on the line 
of the Missouri Pacific Haih1•ay, and are turning"Out. 
from twenty to t\Venty-ftve car loads o:f coal per day. 

A Jlne mine for blacksmithing coal has been re
cently developed near Warrensbnrg. Various 'Other 
mines in the county a:fl'ord ample fuel of this kind 
for' the Ioi;al demand. Near Warrensburg are the 
noted quarries from which the famous w,wrensburg
sandstone is ob.tained. This stone is of a blue-gray 
in color, and when first taken from the quarry is 
comjlaratively soft and easily worked; but, upon 
exposure to the weather, the particles l.Jecome morn 
firmly cemented together, the color becomes a 
sha<le lighter, 11nd forms one of the finest building 
stones in the West. It does not yield to tho cruml.J
ling or disintegrating process prouuced by weli and 
freeze, that is seen in many other stones used for 
building purposes. ThiS stone is extensively 
shipped, and is being used largely in the city of 
St. Louis and other Western cities. Samples of the 
material may be seen in the Merchants• Exchange, 
and most of tbe recently erected extensive business 
houses in the city of St. Louis, besides scores of 
paJ:i,tial residences in its subnrl.Js. Two large 
quarries of this yaluallle stone have been in suci;eas
flll operation for nearly ten years. .A. third quarcy
is now being opened, and will be oper:ited this 
season. This stone is founu in inexhaustiule qnan· 
ti ties. One thousand cars of this stone were shipped 
from the quarries in 1879, and with the increased 
facilities for opernting !Ind ,the increasing demand 
for the material, it is expected the shipments of I88G 
will exceed that of the previous yettr by at least 
Jl.fty per cent. 

Limestone is found·qtlite extensively in Johnson 
Oounty, and worked with success, and a good qual
ity of lime is made from the stone taken out. 

MANUFACTOR!ES. 

The principal manufactories of the e1unty are 
merchant flouring mills, grist nulls, woolen mills, 
saw mills, fmmdries, machine shops, wagon fac
tories, etc. '.l'hese manufactories are distributed 
throughout the county, principally located in. the 
towns. Tile ftouxing nillls, besides supplying home 
and local dem11nds, export largely their products to 
Eastern and Southern markets. The woolen mills 
manufacture woolen fabrics and yarns, and do a 
good exporting business. The machine shops and 
foundries turn ont agricultural implements, and do 
nll kinds o! repairing needed in the county. Two 
large and convenient elevators, located on railroa<l 
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tracks; afford ample facilities for handling the large 
crops of grain in their remo'\'"al t-0 the great market 
centers. · 

TOWNS .AND VILLAGES. 

Of the :fifteen towns or 'l'illages in the county, the 
principal ones are \Yan-ensburg, Holden and Knob 
Noster. 

Warrensburg, the county seat, is centrally located 
on the :Missouri Pacific Railway, has a population 
of 4,000 and is thoroughly alive to progress and im· 
provement. Its educational advantages are not 
surpassed by any city of its size in the State. Be· 
sides its e:s:cellent public schools, it is the location 
of the State Normal School. Wan·ensburg contains 
thirteen churches of different denominations. 

Holden, situated in the western part of the county, 
on the Missouri Pacl:fic Railway, contains a popnla· 
tion of !tuont 2,500, and is at. the junction of the 
lllil!souri Pimific :Railway and the Paola Branch of 
the Missouri, Kansas &. Tens Railway. It has a 
large grain trade, and contains many residences of 
thrift and enterprise. . . 

Knob Nos.ter, in the eastern portion of the county, 
eontains about 1,000 inhabitants. It is a railroad 
town, and is the location of a large trade in grain 
and live stock. 

Cffi"RCHES AND SCHOOL FACILITIES. 

There are in the county between thirty and forty 
church edifices and organizations which are in a 
prosperous condition .. The denominations · repre· 
sented are: The Christian, :Yethodist Episco1>nl, 
:Methodist Episcopal South, Old SchoolPresbyteriiin,. 
United Presbyterian, Cumberland Presbyterian, 
Baptist, Episeopaliali, and Catholic. All these 
clra:rohes smitain regular service and have :!lonrish· 
mg Sabbath-acbools in connection with their work, 
both in the towns and throughout the rural districts. 

There are in Johnson County one hundred and 
twenty-eight school districts, all of which are or• 
ganized and have had sehools during the last seho· 
lastic yenr. One hundred and thirty-one school 
houses are scattered. over the county, of which 

three in Warrensburg, one in Holden, and one in 
:Knob Noster, are ed!:ll.ces of which the respective 
towns are proud. In the schools in these three 
towns the grades reaeh what are commonly known 
as the high school grade, and, as a rule, nre much 
above the grades of the schools in the rural 
distr!,cts. · 

The State N onnal of the Second J:)istrict is located 
at Warrensburg. This :!lourishing institution of 
learning is under the fostering care of the State; 
the teachers being paid by annual appropriations 
from the State. It enrolls annually between four 
and five hundred students, 'vho are- l>reparing 
themselves by a thorough course of instruction and 
training to become teachers in the public schools 
throughout the State. As a natural result Johnson 
County will be and is supplied with the ;efy best 
class of teachers-as good as ean be :found in the 
Eastern States. 

TAXES·AND·I~BTEDNESS. 

The assessed valuation o:f Johnson County for the 
year 1879 was $1),914,217, and the total amount of .ta:s: 
levied for the same year was only $89,226, beh1g a 
little ove1· one per cent. The only indebtedness upon 
the county is that created by the location of the 
Normal School Within the eounty, and the snme is 
not a burden upon the people. 

YIELD OF FARJI! PRODUCTS. 

The yield of farm products may safely be put 
down in the following figures: 

Wheat (fall) average ••.••• 18 bush. per acre. 
Corn, aT"erage •... •...••..• 50 " · u u 
Oats·, average •.•••••••••.•• 30 
Irish potatoes, average ••. 100 " 
Hay, average ••.•••••••.•• ; 2 tons . 

Johnson Conntv is in a :tlourishing condition. 
The £armers are operating with success. The. 
debts are being paid oif and the tillers of th~ soil 
becoming independent. Her prairie lands are 
broad and :fertile, 3,lld there is yet plenty o:f l"Oom 
for. the industrious seekers of new homes to come 
:frere and set up the standard of enterprise ana 
prospe,:1tv· 

KNOX COUNTY. 

Knox County is situated m northeast Missouri, in 
the midst ot a fertile blue grass eonntry, ·Its eaat. 
ern border is twenty-live 1niles west of the Missis· 
sippi. River and its nortllem boundary line is about 
the sam' . dillian<!e :from tlle Iowa State line. It is 
bounded on the east by Cla.rk and Lewis Counties, 

, and the south by Shelby and Macon, west by :Maeon 
.and .Adair and on tbe north by Scotland. 

TIMBER .AND WATER S'tPP~Y. 
'l'he ~ ·is tr&versed by e.reeks and rivers 
~ h:t a soutb.ieasterly direction into the Mis
sissippi River. Along the banks of the streams are 

·found all varieties of oak, hickory, walnut, maple, 
. Wild Cherry, linn and other forest timber peculiar to 
the latitude. Dwarf timber, consisting of ha.zel, 
erabapple, white thorn and plui:n are met With. 1on 
th~ rising; ground. . . . . . 

StJRF.A.CE AND PRODUCTIONS • 

The princlPal portion of the surface ,of t.he county 
. is undulating prairie, unsurpassed in fertility and 
g~eral produetive11ess, Frmts an:d ~egetables ·of 
all kinds .sueceed remarkably well, and In .average 
eere8.I produetion :Knox County is second to none. 

·· 1 
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Tho following certiJlcutes from reliable farmers of 
the county will prove of interest to the immigrant 
looking for u good location: 

"I, Samuel Murphy, of ,Jeddo Township, Knox 
County, hereby certify thut in the year 1879 I cut and 
thrashed from eighty acres of cultivated land 2,466 

lmshels of millet, and sold it all at fifty cents per 
bushel, makiug $1,233 for the crop, or $15.41 per acre 
oil' of my laud, he.side the thrashed hay, worth rea· 
sonahl;1' ~2.50 per ton. 

"Such laud as this, with improvements, is selling 
at from eight to fifteen dollars per acre. 

"SAMUEL MURPHY, D.D." 

Dated J'tfarch 15, 1880. 

"I live in Salt R.iyer '.rownship, Knox County, 1Ils· 
souri. Came here from Illinois in 1857. In the year 
187~ I raisccl and lms1:ed arnl gttthered off of ten 
acres of my fand 1,240 lrnshels of good, sound mer· 
chantable corn. '.l.'llis measurement was by weight 
n.t seventy-live pounds to the bushel in the ear. 1Iy 
oat crop wi1s not very good-thrashed out forty-Jlve 
bushels to the acre. 

"I have eighteen n.cres of an apple orchard, which 
is about seven yem·s olc1. The trees are all healthy 
m1t1 doing well. It yielded last year about 350 bushels 
of as good and choice apples as e'·er I saw in my life. 
All timothy meadows in my neighborhood :wemge 
one and oue-lrnlf tons of grnss to the acre. 

"Tl1e health of this neighllorhood is as good as it 
is anywhere i.!1 America, or elsewhere. Land just 
like mine can !Jc bought on the usual terms of selling 
at from eight up to eighteen dollars per acre. 

"LUTHER DOUGLASS." 

"I reside in Knox County, about eleven miles south 
of Erlina. I have lived in that neighborhood for about 
thirty years. Came from t.hc Sta ta of Maryland. I 
have an orchard of about 800 good, healthy apple 
trees, about twenty-11\•e bearing c·.heny trees, about 
200 good, heal t11y peach trees-now in full bloom. I 
iilso have gooseberries, emTunts, raspberries, grapes 
and·other small fruits. All are doing very well. I 
never saw fruits in nraryland do as well as mine do 
here. Last year I had three• at1ple trees each of 
which !Jore twenty bushels of good choice fruit. l\Jy 
corn crop of mo acres averaged sLxty bushels to the 
acre. "LE'\VIS WRIGHT." 

Dated April 1, 18;9. 

"I, David Long, state that I reside in Shelton 
Township, Knox County, Mi•souri; and further 
state thrtt in the year 1879 I planted three hundred 
acres of corn, from which I gnthered 21,000 bushels 
of good corn. One pa.·t of my land, amou:nting to 
mo acres, yielded upwards of seventy-five bushels 
of corn to the acre.. The average yield of the 300 

acres was seYenty hushels per acre. Lands like this 
in my neighborhood are selling on usual terms at 

from fifteen to eighteen dollars per r1crc. Corn, now 
in the market convenient, sells at from twenty-five 
to twenty-seven cents per bushel. · 

"DAVID LONG." 
.'l.pril 2, 1880. 

"I, Charles O'Cou:uor, reside in Liberty Township, 
Knox County, 1\Iissouri. Came here from the State 
of Wisconsin, in t110 year 1876, by reason of the 
good accounts I got of tlle place from friends und 
the press. The country is a very good one, and 
all crops do very well; and it i.s as healthy and free 
from sickness as Ireland. Last year I raised about 
125 bushels of good potatoes off of one-quarter of 
an acre of my land. Corn and grass do i·ernarkably 
well here. Some men in my locality raised fine 
crops of wheat last year. Such land as lnine, within 
three or four miles from church, and close to good 
school, well and all co1weniences, rates from twelve 
to eighteen dollars per acre. 

"CHARLES O'Co:pron." 

STOCK-RAISING. 

is a most important industry of the county. Large 
quantities of good mules and h0rses are annualli 
shipped to market from here, and the busines.; in 
cattle, sheep and swine is very profitable and con
stantly increasing. In climate and grazing facili· 
ties the county ranks among the first. 

RAILROAD FACILITIES. 

The Quincy, Missouri & PnciJlc Railroad pasties 
from east to west through this county. The Keokuk 
.t Kansas City line is in proceas of rapicl completion. 
The county will then possess the advantage of 
railxoad competition. 1 

SCHOOLS. 

The public school system is well developed. 
Seventy-eight good school houses are open from 
six to ten months in the year. Tl~ere are many 
good vrivate schools and a~11ong the1u a colivent 
school of the order of :3t. Joseph of Edina. 

RELIGIO"CS ~IA'l'TERS. 

The county is dottet1 with handsome churches 
belonging to the leading religious denominations. 

IND"CCEMENTS TO DDIIGRATION. 

From the above it will be seen that Knox Countr 
can claim to offer unusual at1vautages to the im1ni
grant in search of a home. The laws are adminis
tered without partin.lity, and society pr;tected. 
The county is well supplied with railroad facilities, 
schools and chnrches. The climate is healthful and 
pleasant. '.l.'he rate of taxation is low, the price of 
lands within the means of all. The gentiral farmer, 
the stock mnn and the vine-grower can all satisfy 
tl:;emselves by a visit to'Knox County: 



170 HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURT. 

LACLEDE OOUN·TY. 

This county is situated in the south-central part of 
Missouri. It contains about 474,879.28 acres of land. 
It is one of the best watered counties in the State, 
nnd is amply supplied with timber for fuel and build
ing purposes. 

:RIVERS, STREA.c'1:S L"'<D SPRINGS. 

Tbe Gasconade River· enters the chunty on the 
east, in township 32, range 13, pursues its torturous 
course tfuough the county, in a northerly direction, 
about th"irty-:five or forty miles, watering sL'<'. town
ships and thirty-:five sections of land. · Its principal 
tributary is the Osage Fork, which enters the county 
in the southwest in township 32, range 16, meander
ing about :fifty miles in a northeasterly direction, 
passing through six townships and :fifty-three sec
tions, and empties into the Gasconade in township 
35, range 14. These important streams have as their 
prmc1pal tributaries Prairie, Panther, Brush, Cobb's 
Mill, Bear, Park's, Steen's, and Myer'& Creeks, which 
pass over· ninety -eight sections of land. In addition, 
there are a number of smaller streams and springs 
that act as feeders. The next in order is the Dry 
.Anglaize, which rises in township 34, range 16, and 
runs north about twenty miles, in its windings pusses 
through eighteen sections of land, enters Camden 
County and finds its way to the \\Tet Auglaize. Its 
principal trUmtary is the "Goodwin Hollow," which 
rises in townsh.ip 38, range 17, runs about twenty-five 
miles in a northerly direction, passing through :five 
townships and twenty-three sections of land, and 
entere the Dry Auglaize in township 36, range 16. 
The Niungua River runs along the western boundary 
of the connty about twelve miles, and has as its trib· 
ntar1es Jones, Duessenberry and ~fountain Creeks, 
awl Spring IIollov.; these fl.ow through thirty-ab,: 
sections of laud. Besides, this river is fed by a nllin
ber of large springs, the most noted of which is what 
has been called Bryce's Spring, situated near the 
line of Dallas and Laclede Counties, better known 
ln the locality as Bennett's Spring, called after the 
name of the present owner, Peter M. Bennett. "It 
:rises iil a secluded valley '\\~here it forms a small pond, 
and then Jlows Q.\'t'UY a ri'l"er; being, just below where 
it :fiows from the spring, one hundred and twenty
six feet wide, has 1m a't'erage depth of about two 
feet and a velocity of more than one foot per second. 
The water is soft, and well adapted ro fulling pur
poses. Tllis immense spring discharges more than 
ll1,D~7,872 cubic feet of water per day; the water is 
nem·ly pure, sustains about the same temperatnreat 
all seasohs, and has no perceptible fluctuation in 
qunmity, in the dryest >lnd wettest seasons and is so 
·warm during the winter that no ice forms about the 
.wheels or other ml«lhinery." After leaving the 
spring the \'t'ater runs through' the corner of Laclede 
County and empties into the Niaugi:m River, about 
one mile from the spring. Take the map and follow 
tl'1e coarse of these various &!reams and springs and 

it will be found thai; almo 0 t. e'l"erv Section of 'land in 
the county is supplied with living water. 

THE LANDS. 

There were assessed for taxation in 1879, 356,991 
acres of land in this county. Of these taxed lands 
82,727.71 acres belong to the St. Louis & San 
Francisco Railway. Company, leaving 274:1264.29 acres 
that belong to priYate individuals. These lands are 
scattered through every township in the county. 

CHARACTER OF TAXED LANDS. 

Of these lands, v,bout one-half are open and the 
other half timbered. Exclusive of railroad lands, 
about one-third are in cultivation. The bottom and 
valley lands along the streams are verv rich and 
productive, and are skirted by rolling prairies or 
table lands, and abound in :fine timber of the 
choicest varieties. From the sources of these 
streams to their mouths are found choice farms 
well improved and &tocked. The improved upland~ 
are of good quality and productive, producing all 
the agricultural staple& ; have proven superior for 
the growth and quality of tobacco, the tame grasses, 
fruits and grapes. As a general rule, every upland 
farm has an abundance of wood land attached, and 
is well supplied with water. 

PRICE OF LANDS, .AND PRODUCTION. 

The improved bottom and valley lands sell at from 
:five to twenty dollars per acre, according to location 
and improvements; the improved uplands from 
two dollars and :fift)' cents to ten dollar& per acre, 
according to location and improvements, both in
cluding the wood lands attached. The railroad 
lands are held at low figures, and will be sold on 
accommodating terms. 'The unimproved land will 
bear comparison with the improved taxed lands il~ 
natural quality and location. 

The prineipal productions are wheat, corn, oats, 
sorghum, tobacco, hay and potatoes. The average 
productions per acre on the bottom and valley lands 
are: wheat, twenty bushels; corn, :fifty bushels; 
oats, nfty bushels; sorghum, two hundred to two 
hundred and :fifty gallons; hay, two tons, and potti. 
toes, one hundred and :fifty bushels; and on the 
uplands but a smallp!;lrcentage less, and of tobacco, 
seven hundred pounds per acre. 

THE UNTAXED LANDS 

are 117,888.28 acres. Timber largely predominates 
in these lands. Of these, about 5,00() acres are 
owned by the County o.f Laclede; 2-0,000 acres are 
swamp lauds which have been sold by the county 
and no patents issued; 6,70'l.88 acres are school 
lands nnsold; 6,500 acres are .Agricultural College 
lands; 2-0,000 acres are lands selected by the county 
as swamp.for which no patents ha'l"e been issued to 
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the State and county, leaving about 60,000 acres of 
public land belonging to the United States. The 
swamp lands owned by the county, and unsold, a.re 
sold for from one dollar to one dollar and twenty
:flve cents per acre; the school lands usually bring 
one dollal' and twenty-.tlve cents per ac1·e; the 
Agriculturn.l College lands are valued at from one 
aollar and twenty-five cents to ten dollars per 
acre, and the Government lands within the railroad 
limit are sold at two dollars and fifty cents per 
acre, and outside of snid limits, which constitute 
much the greatest quantity, at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. These are all open to 
homestead entry. The swamp and Agricultural 
College lands were selected by commissioners, 
hence, as a genernl rnle, are superior in quality to 
the unsold school and Government lands. Though 
there is a consideritble por~.ion of the county broken 
and bllly, almost every acre of its lands can be 
utilized; all the hllls contain a greater or less 
amount of timber, suitable for fuel and rails, and 
the .whole surface of the county, not in cultivation, 
is covered with luxuriant growths of ·nntive 'grasses, 
affording an excell011t range for stock-besides, 
these hills are the best location for orchards and 
vineyards. 

W A'.l'ER - PO WEit. 

Some of the streams have been described and 
Bennett's Spring contain. excellent sites for fiouring 
mills and other manufactui·es where th& surplus 
productions of the county can be profitably manu
factured. 

MINERALS. 

The geological surveys show the existence of 
mineral, particularly lead and iron. in different 
parts of the county, but thus far no efforts have 
been made to develop its mineral resources. 

LIVE STOCK. 

From what has already been written every i~lli
gent reader will see that the county is well adapted 
to stock-raising. In fact it is now one of the leading 
industries. The assessment for 1879 shows for that 
year 3,670 horses, va!p.ed at $102,409; mules, 1,064,. 
valued at ~2,670; cattle, 10,648, valued at $86,444; 
sheep, 10,843, valued at· $11,194, and hogs,. 21,342, 
valued at $"..4,519. Considerable pains are taken and 
large·expenses incurred by a few citizens to improve 
the breed of lltock, and considerable interest is 
being manifested by the farme1·s in that direction. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

The bonded debt of the county is $87,100. The 
annual interest thereon is $5,286. The present 
assessed value of taxable property is $1,800,000. 1.f 
county courts keep within the constitutional limits 
of taxation for cui·rent county e:x;,penses and levy.an 
idditional tax of forty cents on the $100value to pay 
the l>rincipal and interest of the bonded debt 
(which altogether will amount to thirty-three and 
one:tltlrd per cent, less than was levied in 1879 for 
county purposes) the whole of the bonded debt can 
be extin~ished by the tin1e the principal of the 
bonds .. become due a.nd payable 011 the present 

• assessed value of property and.the current expenses 

of the county liquidated each year. The County 
Treasurer has advertised that there is sufilcient 
money in the treasury to pay all the. outstanding 
county wa1Tants issued prior to January 1, 1878. 
This only leaves a Jloating debt evidenced by 
county wi>rrants outstanding of.$1,890.91. 

COMMON SCHOOLS. 

The report of the State superintendent of public 
schools for 1878 shows: Number of persons between 
six and twenty years, 3,677; number attending 
schools, 2,585; teachers employed, 62; school houses, 
65; seating ca1lacity, 3,16$; value of schoolproperty, 
$36,925; average rate of tax levied, thirty-six cents 
on the one hundred dollars valuation; school funds 
on hand at beginning of the year, $3,118.30; received 
from public funds, $3,664.04; from taxation, $3,078.63; 
tel).chers' wages, $6,618.14; funds on hand, $1,318.67; 
township school funds, $7,392.38; swamp land school 
fund, $4,093.07; county school fnnd, $1,474.s!l.. Total 
$12,660.33. These statistics show that the cou~ty is 
well supplied with public schools and all the chil
dren are receiving the bene:fits of a common school 
education with but light burdens on the tax-payers. 
In addition to these the1·e are· several schools of 
high grade. 

MANUFACTURES. 

'.rhough as shown, it is possessed of cheap and 
ample power for extensive manufacturing pur
poses, there are but a few manufactories in the 
county and they are confined to •:fiouring and grist 
mills, and one woolen factory. 

TRANSPORTATION. .. 
The St. Louis & San Francisco Railway passes 

through tile county from northeast to southwes6, a 
distance of more than thirty-six miles. Its taxable 
wealth in the county is $306,642. The stations of 
Stoutland, on the line of Camden County, and Phil
lipaburg and Conway in the southwest of tile county 
are all points of considerable trade and do a good 
shipping business. But the great central shippmg 
point of the county and of several adjacent countiea 
is the 

CITY OF LEBANON. 

\ It is the county seat, and is on the St. Louis 
& San Francisco Railway about one hundred 
and eighty-Jive miles southwest of St. Louis; bas 
a beautiful location near the center of the $)Ounty 
surrounded by a :fine agricultural district. It 
has a population of about 1,600; has fine stores, 
costly residences, numerous churches, schools, . 
and all the essenis.J.s . of hlgh and progres
sive civiliza~on. Its public school building is a fine 
edifice with a seating capacity for six hundred 
pupils. Its jail, situated in the public square, ne&r 
the center of the city is a beautiful brick structure, 
and is one of the best in tpe State for safety, con
venience and comfort. 

In commercial importance there is probably no 
town in the State of its size which is superior to it. 
Having a large territory £o the north, south and 
west, embracing several counties that are tributary 
to it, Lebanon: is the_ central trading and shipping 
point O'f Southwest Missouri.. It received in one 
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year over the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway 
four hundred and .fifty car loads of freight and ex
ported by the same route and within the same time 
five hundred and twenty-three car loads of live 
stock, grain and other products. 

The people of LelJanon are industrious, generous 
and pious. They invite the citizens of every 
country to come and settle in r.aclede County and 
assist in the development of her inexhaustible re
sources. 

LAFAYETTE· COUNTY. 

Lafayette County is situated in the western part 
of the State of Missouri. It is lJounded on the north 
by the Missouri River; on the south by Johnson 
County; on the west by Jackson County, and on the 
east by Saline County. 

SURF.A.CE .A.])."D SOIL. 

Its general surface is high and rolling, about 
three-fourths being prairie and one-fourth timber. 
.A. high ridge passes south of its center, separating 
the tributaries of the Missouri from those of the 
Lamine. Many streams throughout the county 
afford an abundance of stock water. .A.long these 
streams are found fine grm·es of timber, such as 
walnnt, oak, hickory, elm; ash, cottonwood, linn, 
poplar, maple, etc. The soil is· a deep, rich black 
loam, in many places four or Jlve feet deep, never 
less than hrn or three feet deep unless it i;; washed. 
It is. underlaid with limestone, and is unsurpassed 
by any agrieultnral country on earth for fertility 
and production of a large variety of products. 

L.<U\'D-PRICES .A.ND PRODUCTIONS. 

The c-0unty contains 315,000 acres of improved 
lands, and 6D,OOO acres of wood laud, besides 18,000 
acres of other unimproved lands. The average 
:price of improved land is about twentpfi.ve dollars 
per acre; of unimproved land, from five dollars to 
twelve dollars and fifty cents per acre. The com
modities for ei-port are mainly ·wheat, corn, hemp, 
tobacco, cattle and hogs. The average 0ield of 
corn is about fifty-five bushels, and of wheat from 
filteen to iorry lJushels per acre. 

LIVE STOCK. 

Much attention has been paid to the raising of im
proved live Btock in the county, especially of horses, 
cattle and hogs. Some of the J:inest horses and cattle 
in the State are found within her borders as has fre -
queutly been demonstrated by the ])remiums carried 
of!' by her stock men at the St. Loni&, Ra1rnas City 
and other large agricultural fairs. The county is 
well 11dapted to stock raising, the climate not being 
subjeci to .e·xtre]l1e.s, bei11g happily situated just far 
enough north to haYe mild winrnrs, only sull:lciently 
cold to insure, with moderate certainty, an annual 
ice crop, and not far enough south to be subject to 
il1e enervating inlluencei: of a warm climate. In the 
grovtth of its grasses .it is ·unsurpas8ed. Central 
li:entuckj cannot excel it for blue grass, which grows 
to an e~orn1ons height; and thnothy, clover, ore hard 
and other grasses grow with great ln:i..'"llrience. So 

true is this that it is nearly always feasible to 1Yinter 
cattle through in .fine condition without feeding 
grain at all. · 

FRL'IT Cl~LTURE. 

By common consent tllis portion of :Missouri is 
acknowledged to ]Je one of the finest fruit growing 
countries in the world. Apples grow i·emarkably 
large and free from specks, and are of peculiar good 
flavor. Peaches are raised without difficulty, in great 
abundance and of the :finest quality. So also of 
pears, plums, apricots, nectarines, cherries and 
other orchard fruits. Grapes are particularly suited 
to the soil and climate, and gro\\" to great size and 
perfection. Small fruits of all kinds do well. The 
county derives a large revenue from fruits, as splen
did markets surround it at convenient distances. 

SHIPPING FIGURES. 

.A. partial report of the shipments fror.i the county 
from July 1, 1879, to April l, 1880, is as follows. A. 
full report from all the town would exhibit at least 
twenty-five per cent. more, and the last was not by 
any means an exceptionally good crop year. 

g~ '"~ I Fi ..::::7Q s~ - ogj, 
~::; 0::::1 ~ 
";:Q ;:q 0 ~ 

TOW~S. 

----I--
Corder..... •• . • • •• • . • • . 5. 0,0001 50,000[ 140._! 1,500 
Alma ••.•.• -••••.... -• . . 50,000 so,oooi. 500: 3,500 
Lexington.............. 75,000 1 20,0001 soof 2,500 
Aullville ...• --..... -.• - 80,0001 120,0001 580l 3,100 
Concordia ..••.•.... -.• _ 185,5001 80,750J 196. 3,540 
Bates Citv .•.•••• -.•... - l:?,0001 ~0,0001 soo: 2,500 
P~ge. Cit~ .............. j ,,,J,0001 o0,000 500: 1,500 
H1ggmsnlle •... __ ... _. _, 70,000' 70,000 6ooi 3,100 
Mayvie'll' _. _ •.•.••..•.• _I 50,0001 G0,000 20(>[ l,500 
Odessa_ .. _ ..•.•. _...... 120,000 120,000 800

1 

3,500 
Wellington .•..•••• _.... G0,0001 20,000 200 1,500 
Kapoleon ...••..• _ ... _.. 30,000 20,000 1501 1,000 

'J.lotal •••••••••••• ~- .• _ 950,500j 720,750! 5,446j 2S,740 

COAL. 

Coal is abundant in nearly every part of the 
county, and especially so in all the river l.>luffs. It 
is of excellent quality. It lies i11 such a way in the 
rirnr l>luffs that it is very easily aud che11pl3- mined. 
The cml.nty mines and ships more coal than does 
any other county in the State, and the mines at 
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:ington, the county seat, yield a very large rev
.e. l\Innufacturing ente11Jrises m,11y, by ownl.ng 
ir coal lands, procu,1'e their coal at a cost to 
mselves of not more than six cents per bushel. 

MANUFACTURES. 

he manufacturing interests of the county are not 
rly what they should be, when the great facili-
in cheap fuel, abundir.nt water, eheap living, 

lthfulness, !llid convenience to a number of large 
·ltets are considered. Lexington has ·two foun
~s, two large. flouring mills, wagon and black
thing shops, ancl a very flourishing furniture 
:ory, which employs a number of hauds. The 
ir towns in the county have the milling and 
er manufacturing establishments usually found 
rosperous villages. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

Ile :finances of the county are in a healthy condi
.. Accordinl!'•to the present assessment there is 
wn to be $9,000,000 worth of taxable property in 
county. The present rate· of taxation for State 
county combined is $1.20 on the $100"valuntion. 
public school tax averages thirty cents on the 
valuation. The coimty public. school fund 

1unts to $87,000, aud yields an aunual reveuue of 
JO. The State scliool moneys !1Pilo1·tioned for 
schools of this couuty amount to something 
~ $6,000 per annum. 

CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS. 

lfayctte contains a highly intelligent and moral 
11lation. Churches of every Christian denomi
on are to he. fou11d all o-rer the oouuty, minis
d to by eminent divines. The county owns one 
dred and one pulllic se,}100] honses, and rents 
1 other houses for school 1n1rposes. It has in 
ration ninety-two white public schools and 

eighteen colored public schools. It employs seventy 
male teackers ·aud sixty female teachers, all com
petent and zealous in the great work of education. 
In addition to these schools, three of the most 
pros)ierous female seminaries in the west are lo
cated in this county, at Lexington: The Elizabeth 
Aull Seminary, Rev. J. A. Quarles, presideut, 
Presbyterian; the Baptist Female College, John F. 
Lanueau, A. III., president; Central Female College, 
Dr. W. G. l\Iiller, president, Methodist. 

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. 

The Missouri Rivef washes :tl.fty miles of one side 
of the county, affordiug drainage and water trans
portation. Thel\:!issouriPacificRailwayhas twenty
eight and one-fourth miles of trac.k in the county; 
the Chicago & Alton Railread thirty-seven nines, 
and the Kansas City & Eastern fourteen miles, thus 
giving 'to the county every facility for transporta
tion which could be desired. ' 

INDUCEMENTS TO Ill!l\l!GRATION. 

Taken altogether, Lafayett11 County is the peer of 
any of her sister counties in the woude1'fully pro
ductive aud lovely -ralley of the Missouri. Its 
lJeople are intelligent, hospitab.\e, generous, llllblic 
spirited. Its mate1"ial and social advantages are 
unsm·passed anywhere in any State. Cheap lands, 
a soil equal in fertility to the famous valley of the 
Nile, good climate, water, coal, aud wood, abundant 
transportation facilities, educational ad1·a11tages 
ra1·ely equaled, religion and moralit:v genewlly in
culcated, good roads, social neighborho<>ds, a people 
who invite immigi:l].tlon, all combine to make it the 
most desirable country in the west for .those seek
ing homes where their children may have the re
ilning inftuenc.es of education and soe.iety, and 
where the man of small capital, supplemeuted with 
energy, may build up a happy home. 

LAWRENCE COUNTY. 

1wrence County is situnted in the southwest 
: of the State, west !Jf Springfield, and contains 
square miles, or 380,681 acres, of which 379,848 
1s are nssessed for taxation, leaving 9,833 acres 
ccounted for. The average assessed value is 
ll-'100 .dollars per acre. The total assessed 

1ation for 1879 was $2,600,000. The population 
unts to about 20,000. 

D'RF ACE, CHARACTERISTICS .A.~"'1> SOIL. 

ie land is ahont equally divided between timber 
pra.irie. In ordinary seasons it is all very pro
~ve. The soil variefl. in quality, but all is 
table. The uneven and uusubdued portion is 
table for pasturage, containing a wild growth of 
1s, knowu as prairie gi·ass, ou which many cattle 
~e. and much goes to waste. · 

I 

PRICES OF LAND, AND PRODUCTIONS. > 

The unculti-rated portion of the lands are gen
erally owned by non-resident land speeulators aud 
the St. Louis & San· Francisco Railway Company,, 
and can be bonght at reasonable rjltes, from two 
dollars nnd fifty cents to eight dollars per ac.re, on 
long time at a low rate of interest. The agricultural 
productions are wheat, corn, tobacco, onts, eye, 
barley, peas, beans, fiax, potatoes, sorghum, grapes 
and vegetables of almost every -rariety grown in 
the Uuited States, Tin1otl~y, blue and orchard 
grass, red clover, red top and all other tame grasses 
grow well. "Apples, peaches, plums, pears, cherries, 
and all manner of berries, are of the finest fiavor. 

The land in Lawrence Couuty prodnees .on an 
average fifty bushels of,corn, eighteen or twenty of ' 
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wheat, and forty bushels of oats to the acre. All 
other grain grown in a climate like tl!is, grows 
equally as well here. 

:IIINERAL RESOURCES. 
l!'air prospects for paying lead mines have been 

found in different parts of the county. N \)ar Aurora, 
a station on the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway, 
in section sb:, township twenty-six, range twenty
five, sixteen thousand pounds were taken out of a 
shaft fifty feet deep. Struck mineral at eleven feet, 
largest lliece weighing eighteen p"nnds, found at a 
depth of sixteen feet. Mineral ranges northeast 
and southwest. 

SHIPPING STATISTICS. 
The St. Louis & San Fr::mcisco Railway runs 

tlirough the entire south side. of the county, and the 
:Kansas division of the S'ame road from Peil·ce City 
across the northwest corner, and engineers are now 
surveying ·a road from Peirce City, south into 
Arkansas. The Sedalia, Warsaw & Southern Rail
road is promised to be extended from Warsaw 
through J\It .. Vernon to Peirce City and to Paris, 
Texas. 

The following is a statement of all shipments by 
the· St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad during the 
last year from four stations in the county, viz.: 
From Peirce City, for 1879, freight forwarded: 

Stock ..••••••...•••••••.••• 360 cars 
Wheat .••••••••••••••••... 495 ,., 
Potatoes •••••••.•••••..•.. 15 " 
Lime ................. ; ••.. 50. " 

Total tonnage ...••..••.•.... 21,527 ,945 lbs. 
·. Freights received during the same period: 

Sundries ......•.•..•.........•••• 6,989,8'42 lbs. 
Verona Station.-Freights forwarded: 

40 cars lumber.................. SS0,000 lbs. 
10 " tobac.co............ •• . . . • 200,000 " 

162 " li-;e stock ...•••••••••••• 3,240,000 " 
~ " wheat •...•..••.••••••.•• 5,400,000 " 
Snndry:freights .••••••••..•••••• 2,165,200 " 

Total .••.•••••••••••••..••.••.• 11,885,200 lbs. 
Freights received: 

Sundry freights •••••.•••••••..•.• 7,63'2,584 lbs 
Logan Station: 

Cars stock ...••• ··~ ••••••••• ; ••• 116 
" grain ...... : ........................ 117 
u lumber ........................ 72 

Total ••••••••••••••.•..••••••••. 305 
Total tonnage forwarded, 1879 •• 6,667,970 lbs. 
Tonnage received................ 627,200 " 

A.nrora Station: 
Freights forwarded for 18'49... • .1,813,409 lbs. 
Fl'.eights received " " • • . • • • 343,417 " 

A great deal of freight from. the east and north
east part of the· county is shipped from stations in 
Greene County; and from the north, northwest and 
woest part Of tl1e county, from stations in Jasper 
C-':y, besides many horses and mnles are brought 
and drh"en on foot south to Louisiana and west to 
:Kansas for sale. 

STREAMS AND SPRINGS. 
There are many beautiiul streams in the county, 

all noted for their ele11r n11d pure water, among 
whleh are S1lring lliYe1•, whieh rises iu the southern 
part of the county; Honey Cr<'ek, Center Creek, 
Willial!UJ Creek, Stahle Creek and Tnrnbaek. None 

of these streams are bridged. Bridges are not 
needed except in times of high water. The streams 
are shallow, beds gravelly, JJanks firm and fords 
solid. There are many ilne springs, some of great 
size and beauty, viz.: Big Spring at, and one five 
miles west of lilt. Vernon, the county seat. Paris 
ChalylJeate Springs, fourteen miles east of Mt. 
Vernon, noted for its healing qualities. Grand 
Springs, eight miles east of Mt. Vernon, Polk 
Springs, twelve miles southeast. A large spring in 
the west part of the county. Some of these springs 
and many of the streams furnish excellent water· 
power. 

i CLIMATE .A.ND HEALTH. 
The county lies at an elevation of 1,300 feet above 

the leyel of the sea, on what is known as the table 
lands of the Ozark Mountains, is not a level plain no1· 
hilly, but sufilciently rolling to drain the soil well 
and leave no ponds or stagnated water to brood 
.disease. Health is exceedingly good. 

TIMBER SUPPLJ;. 
The timber consists..Dt walnut, hickory, black oak, 

maple, cherry, post oak, burr oak, hackberry, mul
berry, sycamore, red oak, JJlack-jack and other 
species. About twenty· five per cent. ·of the land is 
in cultivation, at least one-half of which has been 
put in cultivation Within ihe last ten years. 

FINANCIAL l\IATTERS. 
In the matter ·of finance, Lawrence County is in a 

healthy condition. Her bonded indelJtedness will 
not exceed $5,000, and that is a balance due on a 
$16,000 jail she has recently built. The levy of tax 
for county purposes for the year 1879 was fifty cents 
on the one hundred dollars Yalnation of property 

. for all purposes. There is no occasion of increased 
taxation. The county has a three story brick court 
house, pe1'IUanEl_nt jail and office buildings, poor 
house and farm, etc. 

TOWNS, VILLAGES .A.ND' :?UBLIC BUILDINGS. 

The county abounds in building rock, both sand 
and lime. At Peirce City is a lime kiln furnishing 
to Missouri, Kansas and Texas, lime equal to Alton. 
Peiree City has two carriage and wagon factories, 
plow factory, $15,000 school building, etc. The 
Baptists are now erecting a JJrick college building 
at Peirce City. l\Inrionville has a Methodist college, 
which has been open for five years. l\It. Vernon has 
a carriage and wagon factory, plow factory, etc. 
Other villages are: Logan, Aurora, Verona, Bowers' 
Mills, Lawrenceburg, Phelps, Halltown, Heaton and 
Round Grove. There are ten flouring mills in the 
county. Many saw mills cut the native lumber, yel· 
low pine, drawn from Arkansas. 

SOCIETY, CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS. 

Society is ·.,ery good. There are twenty-five 
churches and eighty - one school houses in the 
county. The Presbyterian, Baptist, Congregation
alist, Methodist (North and South), Episcopal, 
Cln·isti:m, Lutheran and Catholic are all represented 
and estnblished. The churches and school houses 
are mostly 11ew, nearly all of them hating JJeen 
built since the· war. The schbol districts are gen· 
erally out of debt. Public schools are taught ·in 
every dis'h·ict in the county from four to nine months 
in the year. First-e.lnss teachers are employed, and 
the county can boast of the intelligence of her youth,. 
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LEWIS 'COUNTY. 

Lewis Qounty is in the northeast part of the State, 
<)n the Mississippi River, and separated from the 
State of Iowa by Clark County. It was organized 
on the second day of January, A. D. 1833, and 
named in honor of Captain Merriwether Lewis, the 
:first American Governor of Louisiana, and who, 
with Lieu tenant Clark, :first traced the Missouri 
River to its source, crossed the Hocky Mountains, 
and descended the Columbia Hiver to its mouth. 

AHEA, SUHFACE, SOIL AND l'RODUCTIONS. 

Lewis County has a river front of some twenty
three miles, and extends back therefrom twenty-four 
miles. It contains about 501.5 square miles, or over 
321,000 acres, of which one-half is fertile prairie, 
and the balance timber, the latter for the roost part 
skirting the streams, of which the principal are the 
Wyac""1da, North and Middle Trabius, with Sugar, 
Durgain, Grassy and Troublesome Creeks as tribu
taries. These genemlly :flow in a. southeasterly 
<lirection, and furnish au abundance of wnter at all 
seasons. The soil is generally fertile and well 
adapted to the growth of corn, wheat, rye, oats, 
timothy and blue grass, the latter growing here as 
'readily imd with as much luxuriance as in the far
famed "blue grass regions•: of Kentucky. The 
yield of corn is veryproliilc, and in favored sections 
wheat reached as higl1 as thirty bushels per acre in 
1870. Tl>e average yield of oats is from twenty to 
forty-five bushels per acre. Of late years, con
siderable attention has been given to timothy, and 
during the last season not less than 20,000 bales were 
shipped at the single port of Canton. 

PRINCil' AL TOWNS, MAHKETS AND SHil'l'ING. 

The prindpal towns are Canton and LaGrange, on 
Uie l;[ississippi River, as well as the Keokuk .& St. 
Louis Railroad. Monticello, the caunty seat, near 
the center of the county, Labelle, Lewistown, Dur
ham, and Mitywood on the Quincy, Missouri ,'I; 

:Pacific Railroad, and Williamstown and Deer Ridge, 

in the northwest part of the county, all of which are 
favorable points for trade and manufactures. The 
river towns, however, having the advantage of 
transportation by both rail and river afford an ex
cellent cash mtirket for all kinds of stock, and in· 
deed for every product of the fann. 

STOCK-HAISING AND MANuFACTURE. 

For stock-raising Lewis County probably has no 
superior in the State, while the advantages offered 
for manufacturing, especially farming implements, 
make it a desirable location for men of skill, capital 
and enterprise. 

PRICE OF LAND,S. 

Unimproved land can be bought iu lots of from 
forty to two hundred acres for from five to ten dollMs 
per acre, a'nd improved farms at twelve to twerity
:five dollars per acre according to location and im-
provements. · 

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. 

The county is well supplied with schools and 
churches, located conveniently to almost every 
neighborhood. Of higher institutions of learning 
it boasts of Christian University at Canton, LaGrange 
Baptist College at LaGrange, and Monticello Semi· · 
nary at the county seat, besides well conducted and 
thoroughly graded public schools in all the larger 
towns. 

NEWS!' Al'ERS. 

Four newspapers are published in this county, va: 
The "Press" and HNews" at Canton," Democrat" 
at LaGrange, and "Journal ,', at Monticello. 

l'Ol'ULATION AND FINANCES. 

The population of the county in 1876 was reported 
at 16,320, but it now will probably reach 20,000. The 
county :finances, are ably administered, and the rate 
of taxation is low. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

Lincoln County is situated on the ¥ississippi 
River and is the s·econd one above St. Louis. It is 
nearly square in shape, its greatest length being 
twenty-nine miles east and west, and its greatest 
breadth twenty-fom· north and south. It has an 
·area of 620 square miles, or 396,148 a<'res. The thirty
ninth degree of latitude passes through its center, 
and its isothermal line is fifty- sL'<. 

TOl'OGRAFHJ;CAL FEAT'CRES. 

The topography presents but few very striki~ 
features. Along the Mississippi River is a bottom. 
prairie two or three miles wide. This is bounded on 
the west by rock blnffs which vary from :fifty to tw<) 
thousand feet in elevation. These bluffs are cnt in 

many places by narrow valleys through which ilow 
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the streams that fall east of the dividing iidge. This 
ma ill ridge is nearly parallel to the Mississippi River, 
from eight to twelve miles distant and nearly as far 
from Cuivre River 011 its west. The eastern half of 
the county has an uneven surface, with ridges rising 
in places more than a hundred feet above the adja
cent valleys; generally pm·allel to the dividing 
ridge, and in the northeast is a ridge of knobs run· 
ning north and south, and from four to five hundred 
feet .high. From many points the prospect is very 
beautiful. The western half of the county is mostly 
high rolling prairie, cut through in many places by 
the Sulphur, North, ·west, and Eagle Forks of Cuivre 
River and their tributaries, bordered by heavily tim
bered land. · The prairie land comprises about one
third of the area of the county. 

SOILS .um PRODUCTIVENESS. 

The soil of Lincoln County is varied in kind and 
quality. In quality it ranges from ])oor to extremely 
rich. Yet while none is. too rich for careful and 
thorough cultivation not to pay largely over slpvenly 
.tilling, so none is too poor to make fair return ·for 
labor judiciously bestowed. The prairie soil is 
tolerably uniform; none of it can be called poor. .A. 
small proportion of the prailie land is what is call,ed 
Crowfoot land, the best uplnnd prairie soil known. 
lt has sufficient sand for the water to drain off rap·. 
idly in wet weather, and enough of clay, lime, mag
nesia and humus to retain moisture. Four·:fifths of 
the prairie is of the kind known as Resin weed laud, 
possessing less sand and more clay than the Crow
foot land, and like it based upon silicious marl, 
which insures; with proper cultivation, practicnlly 
unlimited dui·ahility. While inferior in quality and 
scope to the Crowfoot land it is of great fertility, 
and in favorable seasons, and with proper cultiva

·tfo11, will produce from filty to seventy-:five bushels 
of corn, forty to siitybushels of oats, twenty-five to 
th.irty-:ll.ve bushels of wheat, and two to three tons 
of grass per acre. With the average season and the 
various grades of tillage in vogue among our 
farmers, good, fair to middlillg, and bad; the gen-. 
eral averages will reach about half the above esti
mates. The bottom prairies have a very i'ich and 
inexhaustible soil. Lying mostly on the Mississippi 
River, b'y reason of its occasional overflow, which 
ha.S oecnrred about every ten years, and of insu:fii
cient drainage, most of these lands are yet unculti~ 
vated. The difference in the soils of prairie and 
timbered lands of the same formation in this county 
bas been nearly obliterated in the process of culti
vation, and in a few years the limits of the prairies 
cannot be told by the characteristics of its soil. 
The timbered lands in this county comprise the 
kinds known as hackberrylands, elm lands, hickory 
lands, white oak lands, and post oak lands~ ,The 
:11.rst two are contiguous and interspersed, and con-· 
ta.in very superior soil, growing in great luxuriauce 
corn, wheat, oats, barley, tobacco, and all kinds of 
fruit. The hickory lands are next in grade, With a 
soil more clayey aiad not so deep, subsoil more im
pervious, and the 11nderlying marls containin~ less 
sand and lime and mo;re elay. It resp0nds i'ener
o.nsly to good culture and is easily rendered dur
able. It is adapted to oorn, wheat and other cereal&, 
t~o and the grasses.· Blue grass will grow on it 
sponte;eeously and luxuriantly. Th.is kind in this 

county has an area about equal to that of hack· 
berry and elm lands combined. "!1ite oak lands 
occupy n relatively large area in this county, The. 
surface soil is not so rich as that of the hickory 
lands, but the subsoil _is quite as good, and the un-

. derlying marls not so clayey and impe1-vious. It 
produces good corn, fair timothy, very fine sor
ghum, and the best wheat and tobacco in .<\.merica. 
It is well adapted to all kinds of fruits, especially 
peaches ancl grapes. Post oak lands co1i1prise a 
smaller area in this county. The soil is similar to 
that of white oak lands with rather loss lime and · 
sand. Its productions are also similar. Another 
variety of soil is the magnesian limestone, occupy
ing the slopes, ltjllsides and nlrrow vallers o! the 
northeastern part of the county. It is rich in lime, 
magnesia and lmmus, producing corn, the cereals,. 
and all kinds of fruits. 

According to the census of 1876 Lincoln County 
was then the thirty-fourth county of the State in 
population; in the value of total agricultural pro
ductions it was the eleventh; in the value of live 
stock. it was the sixteenth; in the amount of corn 
raised it was the twenty-sL"'l:th; in the amount of' 
wheat it was tenth; in the amount of tobacco it was 
third. These facts show the productive cap!iity of· 
the soil to be considerably above the average~ 

STREAMS .AND WATER. 

The streams are numerous, affording wnter to· 
every neighborhood. Few localities are so blessed. 
in this particular. Thei1· beds contain immense de
posits of·the best graveL Springs are also numer
ous in the timbe1·ed la,nds, about a dozen of these 
II.re known to be strongly impregnated with miner
als, notably iron, salt, sulphur and magnesi,a. 

'.!;IMBER SUPPLY. 

The timbers comprise all the serviceable woods. 
except pine and poplar. Lincoln is the best tim· 
bered county in ~forth l\Iissouri. In it are found 

1 oak, walnut, cherry, ash, maple, birch, hickory, lin
den, cottonwood, sycamore, locust, elm, pecan,. 
hackberry, mulberry,· willow, coffee-tree, ,cedar, 
catalpa, ·ironwood, dogwood, hornbeam, boxelde1-, 
sassafras, persimmon, and some others, showing an 
excellent vaPiety :for domestic, farm and manufac
tm:ing purposes. 

J.l.~INERALS. 

The minerals of Lincoln County are almost en
tirely undeveloped. · In the southwest part of the 
county coal is found to the thickness of twenty
seve,n feet, the layers containing cannel, bituminous 

·and black coal.s. 
A good quality of coal is also found in the south

eastern part of the county. Iron·. ore, mostly the 
red hematite, exists in many places, though no 
attempt has been made to utijjze it, and its ·supply 
is a matter of conjecture. liis of excellent quality, 
as its analysis shows. . 
. l3uilding stone of many varieties is found in the 
county, and is rapidly :finding favor as an article of 
export. , 

Superior lime can be made in every section of the 
·county. There -.are many beds· of nearly pure oa.x-
bonate of lime; In several places is found a hydraulfo .. 
li1nestone of from four to sL,_ feet thick. It is capable. 
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of making a fair article of hydraulic cement. Good 
fire clay is found with most of tho coul beds. 
Good potter's clay exists in several places; also, 
white clay, suitable for wi1itcwash. None of these 
clays are utilized. In several places . are immense 
deposits of the very .tl11ost glas,s sand, The analysis 
is: Silic'rt,. Dfl.55; alumina, 0.33; iron, a trace; lhne, 
0.08, and w:tter, 0.015. \Yunt of facilities for truns
port:1tiou prevents the working of the beds. 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS. 

Tile ngricultural productions are varied, though 
not as much so us a better development of resources 
and :t higher cultivation would demand. All the 
grn,ius a.nd grasses are distrilmtec1 over the county, 
but in some C!tses with unequal results. In the 
eastern and southeastern pitrts of the county, com
rn·ising about hu,Jf its area, wheat is the prominent 
crop. Its qnulit.Yis tmsurp:1ssed, fully equal to the 
best mised in the Stitte, 1vhlch is recognized us pro· 
chrning the :ilncst in the world. '.l'he yield is also 
better, several cropR hitving l'eaehecl from :forty to 
forty-five bushels pe1· acre last smlson, and the 
gencrnl iwcragc being lietween twenty and twcnty
:fivG lJnshcls. Umlcr careful tiliage, the sa.me fielcl 
l>cing· l'cpt e.ontinuany in ·wheat:, the :ivorage is 
rising yearly. Competent jmlgos arc of the opinion 
that the general iwemge will reach at least thirty
fivc bushels. Corn, oilts and, in nmny places, the 
grasses are successfully grown. In the i·emai11ing 
half of the county, eorn, oats, the grnsses and live 
sto(·,k m·o 1;lle principal products, while wheat is 
r1tiscd on neitl'ly every farm, hut with less itcreage, 
Jess yielt1 per :,icre and o·t a somewhat lower grade. 
Its general average is fTom twelve to fifteen bushels 
pc1· Mrc, witl1 an upwa1·q tendoncy nuder goocl 
tillage. Clover, Hungariu.n grass and millc1; grow 
equally well all ovor the county;· timothy yields 
better in the western half; rye, barley im<l lmck
wheat yield well in every section, )Jut their acreage 
is small. Broom com yielcls alnmdimtly in every 
part o·f the county, but, except in a few localities, 
no itttention has bcen 1mid to it. 'l'obacco is advan
tageously gr6wn on the timbe:Ped lands. The golclen 
leaf of the white ortl' and post oak i·idges Is of the 
very finest quality, itnd is in great demand for 
wrappers. Sorghum is grown in. every part of the 
county; the uplands produeing less, but of a finer 
quality. The small mills in the different localities 
m!tnnfacture the cane into mohisses, with success 
va1·ying according to skill employed. 

FRUIT CULTURE. 

Apples, pc1wJ1es, pears, etc., and the smaller 
:l'rnits grow well-here. '.l'his county is in the great 
apple belt of the Unitccl StMes, that extends from 
-western New York to New J\fexico, which is known 
'Ill horticulturists to include the best territory for 
yield !tnd quality. Except :from the orchards con· 
venient to the :Mississippi River, no :fruit has been 
exported from the county, the facilities for trans
portation not yet justifying it; Little attention has 
been pitid to grapes; they grow well, ~re very free 
from mildew !tnd blight, and are neicer troubled IJy 
insec\ts. In yield and Jlavor, they equal those grow~1 • 
in any county in the State. 

DAIRYING. 

\Yhile corn, clover unc1 the grasses grow S(} 

abundantly, there are no dairy farms and sca1'cely 
any cheese is made. This profitable industry is 
undeveloped owing to want of transportation fa· 
eilities. S_tock-raising is profititble in every part of 
the county, am'! in some localities is carried on 
quite extensively. 

'rRANSPORTATION F AGILITIES. 

The trtmsporttttion facilities have heretofore been 
convenient only to the eastern and southeastern 
parts of the county. The :Mississippi River bounds 
the coU11ty for twenty-three miles, Cuivre on the 
south is mcvigahle as far as Chitin of Rocks. A few 
miles from the southern line of the county runs the 
Wabash, St. Louis ,'(I J>acific Ritilway. The Keokuk 
S:; St. I,ouis Railroacl, completed in September, mns 
through the county, three or four miles from and 
parallel with tho l\Iississi1ipi !liver. The St. Louis, 
Hannibal So Keokuk Hitilroad is graded through the 
center of the county from north to south. It is 
finishecl to the northern line of the county, and the 
clirectory claim that the entire i·oac1 will be com-. 
pleted inslde of six months. A branch from this 
will l'lm west to connect with the coitl mines in the
southwestern pai·t of the county. No point in the 
conuty will then be more than t·welye miles from 
milroad cmnmunication. By these two roads the 
southern line of the com1!;y is only forty miles from 
St. Louis. 

CLll\!ATE AND HEALTHFULNESS. 

As regards health this county is fullynp to the 
average of the State, which statistics prov.e one of 
the healthiest in the Union. 

SCUOOLS, CUURCHES AND SOCIETIES. 

The pulJ!ic schools nnrnbcr eighty-:ilve. The build
ings are good ancl many of them commodious aml 
handsome. The nvcrage length of term is seven 
months. The standard is being constitntly elevated. 
There are also some goocl private schools. '.l'hec 
clmrches are clistl'ilJuted thus: l\Iissionary Baptist, 
fourteen; ]\fethodist, 8outh, ten; Christian, eight; 
Romim Catholic, four; Old School Bnptist, three; 
United German Evangelical, two; Associate ne
formed Presbyterian tind Cumberland Presbyterian, 
each 011e. '.rhere are seven l\fasonic amt four Odd 
l'ellows lodges 1111d one ltoyitl Arch Chapter ill the 
county. 

'.l'hera are twenty-eight post-offices in the county, 
pretty evenly distributed over the county, each hav
ing convenient mall service. 

FINANCIAL, 

The taxes are light, being for State, and county 
only seven n1ills 011 the doj],ar, assessed 'Valuation. 
In this State unlike_ most of .the eastern St.'l.tes, 
property is assessed at only one-thh·d its ac.tuai 
value .. The county has no debt ex~cpt $260,000 rail
road bom1s, tho legality of which is being tested in,. 
the courts. The Supreme Court of the "Cnited 
States will probably reach the case next yeai" It 
the bonds are a<1judged legal, the taxes will be some
what heavier, b11t nuclei: proper management will 
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still be moderate in proportion to assessed valua
tion. Four judgments amounting to $6,637.32 on 
the8e bonds rendered by the United States Circuit 
-Court, and separately fOr amounts too small to allow 
appeal to the Supreme Court were promptly paid. 
Notwithstanding these bonds in litigation the county 
can be truthfully said to be in excellent :financial . 
conditian. Under a lately enacted law, railroads 
pay a county tax on their railroad and rolling stock 
in proportion to the number of miles within the 
eounty. 

POPULATION. 

The population of this county, according to the 
eensus of 1876, is 16,858, twenty-seven to the square 
mile. The increase for some years has not been 
equal to the average of the State, owing to the fa.ct 
-0f its being off the lines of emigrant travel, and the 
advantages it offers to immigration not being better 

kno\vn. This deficiency;of immigration can be :filled 
up and still have ample room for more. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

The average JJrice of land in. this co·unty is low. 
This is especially noted when the prices here are 
compared with those of the well worn lands of older 
States and of those localities of the further west to 
which immigration has been strongly attracted 
through the representations of speculators and large 
landed proprietors. It is safe to say that scarcely 
anywhere else do prices rule so low for lands of 
equal productiveness ·and proximity to market. 
Good unimproved land can be bought for four to ten 
dollars, and good improved land fOr eight to thirty 
dollars per acre. · 
"The inducements .... incoln County offers to settlers 

are solid and substantial. Some idea of what these 
are may be gathered from the above description. 

LINN COUNTY. 

Linn County is in the exact center of the S'tate, 
~ast and west; her north boundary is fOrty miles 
.south of the Iowa State line and her south boundry, 
twenty miles north of the Missouri River. 

The county is nearly square in form and contains 
:six hundred and forty· eight square miles. Seven:ty
:live per cent. of her lands consists o:f beautiful un· 
dulating prairies, and the residue of timbered val
leys and rolling timber lands. 

SURF.A.CE CHARACTERISTICS. 

The topography of the country presents a scene 
of beauty and rural lovliness unsurpassed in any 
country. There are eight running streanu~, which, 
with their tribufaries, cross the county from north 
to south, furnishing an abundant and convenient 
supply of water for st.ock; and all along these 
streams a.re :fine timber belts, from one-fourth of 
a mile to· one and a half miles in width, affording 
plenty of timber for fire, fencing and othet uses. 
The intervals between the streams, varyil1g in dis
t.ancc from one to four miles, consists of beautiful, 1 · 
wave-like prairies just, sufficiently rolling to give I 
good drainage. 

There are occasional springs.of excellent water, 
and an abundance of the finest water for drinking, 
washing and culinary purposes, can be found in any 
portion of the,&;ounty at a depth of from twelve to 
thil1:y feet. 

MINERALS. 

There is an abundance of excellent bitumi· 
nous coal underlying most, if not the entire, 
county assuring an unfailil1g supply of fuel for all 

"time. Along nearly all the streams is found a plen
tiful rnpply of blue and gray limestone of excellent 
quality for building purposes, and on Loen;:t Creek 
.there is an extensive formation of ''hite f1"l'cstoue, 
<if great.thickness and line quality. 

A.n abundance of good brick clay is found in 
almost every part of the county, and large deposits 
of potters' clay are found in various localities. 

THE SURF.A.CE' SOIL, 

generally, consists of a splendid black vegetable 
mould, varying in thickness from eight inches to two 
feet, easy of cultivation and of the"greatest fertility; 
and this sarface soil is underlaid with a subsoil 
varying from six or eight to thii-ty feet in thickness, 
and is largely composed of the carbonates and phos
phates of lime and other fertilizing qualities; which 
furnish 1w a soil absolutely imperis)1able and inex
haustible. This subsoil when thrown to the sur
face, soon, under th<i influence of h'lflt and cold, 
rain and sunshine, slacks like an ash heap, and is 
unsurpassed in . its producing qualities. In the 
entire county there is little land, indeed, that can
not be utilized as either agricultural or grazing 
lands. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

A glance at the map o.f the "Cuited States will show 
that Linn County is located in the Yery heart of th:i 
great grain, fruit and grazing belt of the continent. 
Corn, wheat, oats, rye, buckwheat, hemp, tobacco, 
broom-corn, sorghum, millet, beans, potatoes, and 
all kinds of garden vegetables, etc., are here in 
abundance. Thus far, corn is king of grains, as 
will .be seen by reference to the table of statistics of 
shipments hereto appended. It must be borne in 
mind, howernr, that this is, emphatically, a stock
raising county, and that by far the greater part of 
the corn and hay produced is fed to stock in the 
county. The average crop of corn, under ordlnarv 
cultivation, ~hows an average of from forty to sixtY 
bushels per acre, and where the culture is thorough, 
the numl>er of bushels per acre sometimes shows a 
yield of from eighty to one hundred and ten bushels 
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pe1· aero. '\1I10at., although the average crop is fron1 
fifteen i:t> twenty bu ell cl." per acre, is not extensively 
raised, because of the greater lll"Ofit rettlized from 
corn and stock raising. Any amount of wheat, of 
Jine&1t quality, can be raised here; rye, oats, n1illet, 
and buckwheat, grow splendidly, and yield abundant 
crops. A large portion of the lands are finely 
adapted fOr tobacco raising, and, whenever prices 
jnstify, large <1nantities, of fine quality, are pro
duced. 

G-rnsReR, such as tin1othy, clover, red~to.p, herd 
grass, etc., grow in rich aln1ndance, and for stock~ 
growing purposes are ex<',cedingly profitable. A 
large pcreentage of the improved farms arc in 
timothy men,dows, from which an average of fro111 
one and three-fourth tons to two and one-fourth 
tons of hny per acre nre produced. .Blue grass is 
indigenous to the soil; and as soon as the natiYe 
p1·ail"ie and other grasses are e:iqlosed to close 
grazing they yield to the blue gi·ass, which gi·ows 
most lnxnriantly, and itfford,s the most desirable 
and nt1 tritious pasturage for cattle, sheep, horses 
n)l(l mnles. 'l'he celebrated blue grass regions of 
Kentucky do nr!t excel this splendid country, 
and :~ thoronghly grnss and corn country like this 
mnHt ncccssnrily become desirable and wealthy. 

Prom what has licen said of the soil and produc
tio110, it necessarily follows that it must he 

A STOCK-GROWING OOTJNTRY, 

mul so it is. For growing live stock it has not its 
superior on the continent. Horses, mules, cattle, 
sheep and swine all do admirably, and nre being 
raised in large mnn)Jers, from the finest bloods 
down through the various g1·ades to common stock, 
and very large shipments are constantly being made 
of horseR, muleo<, cattle and swine, to supply the 
clcma.nds el~ewherc. 

With such faeilities for grazing ana feeding cattle, 
the dairy is taking an important place in the county, 
and is rllllidly becoming a source of profit. It is yet 
in it•· infancy, but will soon become an important 
factor in tho business of the country. 

FRUITS. 

Apples of th.e :finest quality are becoming more 
nbundnnt every year, so that now the local demand 
is fully supplied, and shipments are being made to 
supply the demand of less favored localities both 
north :md south. It is a natural grape country, 
and many varieties are produced in vast quantities, 
so that pure wines of the b.est quality is vinted 
here, and tons of the most luscious grapes are sold 
every year in the markets at from two to four cents 
per pound. Pears, peaches, plums, cherries, straw
berries and raspberries are extensively raised of 

' the finest quality, and their production may he ex-
tended indefinitely. · 

CLIM.A.TE. 

Linn County is most happily 1ocated· as to climate. 
Being exern.pt from the extremes of cold or heat, 
she enjoys all the advant11ges of a most delightful 
tempe1·ate latitude. , It occupies a mean altitude of 
about n.ine hundred feet, llence is not subjected to 
the piercing wintry blasts experienced on the more 
elevated plains farther west, and is exempt from 

m1asmatic influences; pulmonary diseases are 
never "begotten here, and are never seen, except in 
cases where the seed \'\'as sown in other clilnes. No 
purer, sweeter, fresher air was ever breathed by 
human lungs than that which faI)s the prairie 
slopes of this county. 

RAILROADS. 

1iunning through the county from east to west is 
the old reliable Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad, 
giving direct communication with the ;\Iississippi 

. lliver at Hannibal nnd. Quincy, and connecting with 
the great net-work of railroads diverging from 
those ]Joints south, east and nortb.; nnd to the west 
with the l\Iissouri River, imd with the great system 
of railroads diverging fro111 I\.ansn.s O.ity and St. 
Joseph. She also has the Burlington & South
western Itailroad, crossipg the CQunty from north to 
south. '.l'his important .road is already completed 
from Burlington, Iowa, to Laclede, in this county, 
and will, most likely, be speedily completed twelve 
miles further south, so as to connect with St. Louis 
& Omaha Railroacl at Ci°inningham, in Chariton 
County, thus giving direct communication with 
Chicago ttnd St. J,ouis 

TOWNS. 

The city of Brookficl<l is ths most important on 
the Hannibal & St. ,Joseph Railroad, iL is centrally 
located, has about S,000 inllu!Jitnnts and docs a very 
large business in shipping live stock and a.grieult~ 
ural products. ]'onr miles eust of Brookfield is the 
thriving village of St. Oatherine, and sLx miles fur
ther east is the live town of Bucklin, hoth of whie.h 
do a fine business. Five miles west of Brookfield is 
Laclede, at the junction of the Ha1mi!Jal & St. 
Joseph Railroad and the .Burlington & Southwestern 
Rctilroad, which is a fine shipping and business 
town; itnd six miles further west is the thrifty 
business town of Meadville. On the .Burlington & 
Southwestern Railroa(l, near the ·center of the 
connty, north itnd south, is the important town of 
Linneus, the county seat, a fine business place and 
a good sl1ippingpoint. Near the line of the county is 
Browning, a young town of great thrift nnd business 
energy on the .Burlington & Southwestern Railroad. 
Hence it will be seen that Linn County is well sup
plied with facilities for communicating with the 
great business centers in all directions. 

THE PEOPLE. 

Linn County contains about 20,000 inhabitants. 
About one-half of, the population are f1·om the 
Northern and Eastern States, and the resid1ie are 
from Kentucky, Virginia and Tennessee or are 
native born. They are of the true make-up ho;;pi
table, peaceable, industrious, courteous and possess 
indomitable energy and thrift; and in inteliigence 
and true moral worth will compitre favorably with 
any community in any locality, all of which is fully 
attested by her one hundred and fourteen tasteful 
school houses, and by the neat and attractirn 
churches found in every neighborhood in the county. 
She is justly proud of her many churches and her 
noble, well supported free schools, affording the 
fine.st facilities for a go0d education, nnd thorough 
moral training to the risini; generation. They are 
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pre-eminently a peaceable and law-abiding people, 
and no community can be found where every class 
is more thoroughly protected in their person and 
property than are the citizens h.ere. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

IJnimproved lands, from medium to the :finest 
<iuality, can be had at from t:bree to ten dollars per 
acre, depending on location and advantages; and 
good Im.proved farms, with comfortable houses, 
barns and orchards, cari. be had at prices varying , 
:from seven to twenty dollars per acre. Persons 
·desiring good stock farms, of :from 300 to 111,000 acres 
in body, can be most admirably s.uited. in this 
county. 

BONDED DEBT. 

.Aun County has no bonded indebtedness, and 
·only a· small fioating indebtedness. The school 
building bonds are nearly all paid off; and, with the 
exceptiOn of three or fc>ur townships, there is· no 
T&ilroad indebtedness. 

STATISTICS. 

Wheat shipped •.•••••••. ~ •••• bushels, 31,700 
Corn • • . • • •• ••. • • • • " 341,000 
001"11 in store................. 15,000 
Oats shipped .••.•••••.••••••• · 66,000 
Beans •••..•.•••••••••••• 980 
~fillet seed shippe.d......... ~00 
Timothy " •••. ·••••• 3,800 
Hay shipped... •• • • •• • . • • • • • • tons, 2,700 
Wool " ................. pounds, 55,000 
Horses " • • • • • • . • • • . . . . . . . head, 313 
Mules ······•·········· 187 
Hogs • .. .. .. • . • • . • • • • 15,210 
Cattle " • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • 1, 716 
Sheep . ................. 457 

These shipments are from the city of Brookfield. 
alone. ' Taking the seven other Tail.road towns in 
the county together, the shipment11 would be much 
enlarged . 

The value of real estate, horses, mules, cattle, 
sheep, swine and other property, in the aggregate, 
amounts to $8,600,000, as shown by the assessment of 
1879. 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY. 

Livingston County, one of the. most central coun
ties of the State, was :formerly a part of Chariton 
.and Carroll Counties, but. the boundaries were 
JU:ed in 1887, and the county na11,led .\n honor of 
Edward Livhigston, Secretary of State under Presi
<l.ent Jaekson.. · 

TOPOGRAPHY, CLIMATE AND SOIL-JIIIN• 
ER.ALS. 

Livingston County is the heart of the Grandillver 
>alle'\". it lies in the center from north to south ot 
the g~E.At middle belt of the t:nion-a strip of coun
try ab<lut four hundred iniles wide, reaching from 
ocean to· ocean, wherein the agriculture, stock, :fr'nit 
and dairy husbandry, commerce, moral and intel-• 
lectual culture, railway life and population; have 
reached their highest development. The great com
mercial and rail:way centers, the fillest :fruits and 
the stron,,<>est, densest 1>opulation of the American 
continent is found in this belt. Here is the equable 
mean between the northern and southern extremes 
of temperature. In I..iv!ngston County they have 
the mild dimate of Maryland, Northern Kentucky 
and Southern Ohi~sucb a climate, with a mean 
.ele'l"ation of nine hundred feet, gires a high aver· 
.age of health. The malaria, with its consequences, 
once the dread of the immigrant, is fast disappe11.r
ing, and one can searcely e>er hear of cl1ills and 
iever. Three-fourtbs of the county is hlgll; rolling 
:prairie and gently rolliDg; gr ores of timber. Tile 
remaining part, bottom lands, is exceedingly rich, 
:a.nd C$1 lie reduced to a high state of cultivation. 
It is. ind*, a fair comm.anding ~and, quite as rich 

iii restheti<! charms as in its wonderful latent and 
undeveloped forces of agriculture. It is a :finely 
watered county; in the northwestpartof the county 
they haye the east and west forks of. Grand River, 
Shoal Creek, Indian and Lake Oreeks, in the forks; 
Mound and Muddy OreekS in the southwest; Honey 
Creek in the northeast, and Medicine and Parsons· 
in the soutbeast. The forks of Grand River, Shoal 
Creek, and Medicine, have mills erected upon them. 
Five of tbem have :tl.ouring mills. There are si:s: 
steam fiouring milla in the county, and twelve steam 
saw mills.' .A.bout twenty-Jh•e per cent. of the terri
tory is timber. , The usual growth and quality of 
western lands hi the bottoms is cottonwood, syca" 
m:ore, elm, ash, maple, black walnut, pin and bun
oak, hkkC>I'Y and pecan; on the uplands, white and 
black oak, hickory an:d pin oak; 

Ooal crops out along the blnffs"OI Grand River and 
creeks that empty therein, in stratas of from si:s:teen 
to twenty inches. The blue limestone is abundant 
in the south part 0 of the county. The piers of the 
bridge at Bedford are of this stone, and nre pro; 
nounced by judges to be of a very superior quality. · 
·South of Grand River is a limestone country, which 
is. said to be the finest of soil for corn, tobaceo and 
.!lax. . East and north of Grand River you meet with 
but' little stone,. but the subsoil is clay" of black 
mould, mostly·decomposed vegetable matt.er. Of 
course it is rery strong in productive elements. as 
the rank vegetation everywhere indicates. There are· 
numerous instances where tweutj-:tl.ve. or thirty 
crops of COl"ll are· taken :fl.-om the same· :tl.eld !n as 
·many successive years. • · · 
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The subsoil is a seemingly impenious clay, but it 
is wholly unlike the heavy, dead, unmanageable red 
and blue clays o:f the Ohio, New York and Canada 
subsoils, being 1'1rgely composed of silicious mat
ter, lime and magnesia carbonate, limo phosphate 
and organicimatter, ancl is nearly identical with the 
lacnstrine deposits of the Missouri Hiver slopes of 
Northwosternlllissouri, Southeastern Kansas, '.Vest
<irn Iowa, eastern Nebraska, and the worlcl famous 
loess deposits of the Hbine, ]),"'ile, and minor Swiss 
v:tlleys-it slaeks to the loose, flexible consistency 
of alluvium on exposure to the frost and air, is abso
lutely imperishable as au element of fertility, and 
forms fihe finest and most enduring uasis for grasses, 
:fruHs and grains known to the world of agri<mlture. 

Thero is not "more natural Llue grass country i11. 

tile world. It is sweeping over prairie, woodland, 
ficltl and lawn, mtting out everything that comes in 
it's way. Timothy grass is the !a1•orlto for meadows; 
they arc resplcnclcnt with the richest, rankest, most 
:nntritious gi·owt.h to Ile found anywhere in the wide 
.kingdom of grasses. 

'J'imothy scecl is becoming an important staple 
here, a single house shipping 10,000 bushels an· 
nually, and allout 30,000 lmsliels of ilax seed. ]'lax 
is largely raised in tlie south and west part of the 
eonnty. 

FRUIT CULTUllE. 

Fruit-growing is a great success here, especially 
:apples; some varieties, particularlyHmvles' Janette, 
Ren Davis and winter l'enrmain, excel the same va.· 
rictic.:-1 that are gro,vu in 1,he East. Pears of Rome 
varicries never fail. !'caches do well if not killed 
by late :lrosts. Cherries of htmly varie1ties never 
fail. 'l'hc grape, lately introduced in !he country, 
surpasses nil expectatio1rn imd its cnlturo is largely 
·on the inerctise; aml this country may he made as 
famous 'for gmpes aH Alsace, Lorraine antl Baden, 
the locss of tile suusoil forming a splcmlid basis for 
this industry. Small garden fruits, such ns currants, 
gooseberries, strawucrrics m:d rasplJerries, do well. 

POPULATION AND GENERAL STATISTICS. 

The population of the county in 1840 was 1,:325; in 
18.50 4,247; in l8GO, ·1,417; in 1870, 16,730; in 1876, 18,· 
•074 ;'it is now fully 20,000. Of the populntion in 1870, 
15 744 were white, and 956 colored; 8,703 male, and 
7,g37 :female; 15,376 native (6,567 born in l\Iissouri), 
.and 1,354 foreign. There are 7,076 selwol children 
between the :tgcs of six and twenty-one. The coun
ty has a permanent school fund of $130,000. The val
uation of real estate is $2,894,379; of personal prop
erty, $1,060,61'5. In 1876 thei·e were 7,G75 horses in the 
county; 1,705 nmles; 20,321 cattle; 12,209 sheep; 32,· 
()68 hogs; 131,111 bushels of whe:it; 1,021,991 uushels 
of corn; 211,645 bushels of oats; 41,200 lmsbels of i·ye; 
34,935 pounds of w9ol raised, and 1,471,DDS pounds of 
tobacco. It is safe to say tllat since 1876 the amount 
of wheat grown has bl3en doubled, and all other pro
ducts greatly increased. /.t the 1)l"esent time the 
acreage of wheat is far gre;iter than· ever befQre. 

SCHOOLS AND FINANCIAL. MATTERS. 

The total assessed value for sc.hool purposes is 
$4,500,000. This includes the Ha1mibal & St. Joseph 
Railroad property, not taxed for other purposes. 

The population of Livingston County is about 20,-

000. There are school children lletween six years 
and twenty· years of age: l\Iales, 3~490; fernales 1 3,480; 
colored males, 214; colored females, 207; making 
7,3Dl. 

'l'here are niuet;--five puulic district school houses, 
mostly frame, well furnished. 'l'he levy for taxes, 
1879, for State and county, is ninety cents on the one 
hundred dollars ; for railroad tax, fifty cents; school 
tax, thirty-five cents; making in all one and one
quarter per cent, The railroad de!Jt is about ~75,000 
and will ho wiped out in a few years. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS Al\'1) SHIPPING 

FACILITIES. 

Chillicothe, the county seat of Livingston County, 
is destined to be the great railroad center of North 
Missouri. The old reliallle Ifannibal &; St. Joseph 
Railroad rnns througli, it nearly on an east and west 
line. The Wauash, St. Louis &; Pacillc Hailway is 
completed, ancl passes through Chillicothe, aml is 
the shortest route from Omaha to St. Louis uy sev
enty iniles. .A. survey is uow· progressing for the 
extension of the Chicago &; Durlingtou Hnilroad to 
Kansas City. One of the surrn3·s passes through 
Chillicothe, and is uy far the shortest and best 
route. Chillicothe wonl<l be a fine feeder :for Chi
cago freight. 'l'he Chillicothe &; Des 1\Ioiues City 
ltailrond is graded au<l bridged to Trenton, and will 
be built befo1·e many years. 'With these competing 
lines of one hundred miles of railroad in this fay. 
ored eounty, the producers and trnclcrs cnn com
mand the best markets east, west, north or soutll, 
and secure the most favored rates of transpor
tation. 

Grand mver was declarecl. hy the United States 
clcputy su1Teyors n, na.vigallle stream throug)lout 
the entire county, ancl is therefore a public high· 
wny, -and wli.en Eads' jetty srstem proves to Ile, 
which it will, a success, its theoi·y may not contine 
itself to the l\Iississippi and :llissouri Rivers, but its 
results may be pushed into and through this county, 
and slack water navigation may uea.r upon its crest 
barges of a hundred tons, moving on toward the 
great commerce of the world in obedience to the 
natural laws of trade, filling its iilace in the progress 
of things marked out by its unalterable destiny. 

Utica is situated on tl!e Grnnd ltiver sL\: miles 
west of Chiilicothe, on the Hannibal &; St. Joseph 
H11ilroad, and is a thriving lmsiness place. The town 
contains about 700 inhabitants, a Baptist, Episcopal, 
l\1ethodist, Congregational ancl Catholic church, 
and a large urick school building in which is em
ployed a corps of four teachers. 

Twelve miles west of Chillicothe, near the western 
boundary of Livingston, on tile line of the Hannibal 
&; St. Josepl1 Hailroad, nestles the !Jeautiful little 
village of Mooresville-unpretentious in appearance, 
!Jtit nevertheless a stirring little town of some 200 
inhabitants. 

In 11 business point of view, Mooresville compares 
favorably with the best town in the county. 

Avalon, an enterprising, flourishing village of 
abont 200 inhabitants, is situated two miles east o:f 
the center of the township of the same name, on :. 
mound which rises gradually to a height consider
nllly' above the sulTounding country. It hae two 
ehur,ches (United nrethren uud Presbyterian;, two 



HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 

physicians and one dentist, but no saloons-hence, 
nolawvers. 
Aval~u Academy, a large brick buUdiug, JJfty·two 

by sixty-two :feet, two stories high, is situated just 
at the north side of the village. 

Situated nine miles east of Chillicothe the county 
seat of Livingston County, is iound the. thJ'i\'ing 
little yillage of Wheeling, on the line of the Hanni· 
bal & St. Joseph I~ailroad. The population num
bers about 2:;0. In the immediate vicinity of the 
village are some very fine tracts of laud. There is 
water, coal and timber in abundance, and all of 
easy access. The soil is excellent, and farms aver
age from forty to one hundred and sixty acres. ·The 
price of landwaries from eight to twenty-five dol· 
lars per. acre, according to location, quality and 
improYen1ents. 

The live, enterprising tow,11 of Dawn is situated 
on Shoal Creek, sLx miles sou;th of Utica and eleven 
miles southwest of Chillicothe, In Mound Township. 
It is an unusually bright, thriving little place, noted 
for its extensive trade in, all kinds of farm products, 
the enterprise of its business men ancl its good 
school. Tliere is bnt one church building-the 
Presbyteri:m-but its doors are open to all denomi· 
nations. 

Bedford, situated Jn the souihen.st part of Living· 
ston County, is a village of 400 or 500 inhabitants, 
and lies ou the south bank of Grand River on un· 
dui!i.ting prairie land, about-one mile from the depot 
of the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway, a direct 
line from St. Louis, Missouri, to Omaha, Neb:pska. 
It is about twelve miles southeast of Chillicothe and 
Slll'l'ounded by as :fine au agricultural region as is t-0 
be found in North l\Iissouri. 

Farmersville is a sprightly little village, situated 
north of Chillicothe fourteen miles on the State 

·road-leading to Trenton in Grundy County. Its Ju. 
habitants number about 100 souls, and are an,iiner· 
getic go-ahead clas.s of people, coming mostly from 
Northern and Eastern States. The town is located 
in a thickly settled country, in the midst of most 
beautifal and fertile I:inds. 

Spring Hill, the principal town and post-ofilce of 
.Jackson township, ls an old place, and was for many 
years a point of considerable importance. It how· 
ever contains several business houses, blacksmith 

shops, etc., and is the center of a considerable locrnl: 
trade. 

.Jim town is situated at either end of the great i1·on 
bridge recently built across Grand River, four miles 
south of Chillicothe, and is a prosperous Yillage. 

Ludlow is one of the unpretentious post-ofiices of 
Livingston County. It is surrounded with ex:cel
lent farming lauds, and the citizens invite the emi· 
grant to give the country a passing glance in their 
search for a.pleasant home. 

. PRICES OF LANDS, 

Unimproved lands in this county range in price 
·from. two dollars and :fifty cents to twelve dollars 
per acre, while farms range :from ten to twenty 
dollars per acre, while an occasional farm with 
superior improvements and specially well located 
at twenty-:five to thirty dollars per uere. 

PRODUCTIVENESS. 

Corn, about seve11ty bushels; of wheat, to the acre,. 
twenty; of oats, forty; rye, buckwheat and barley do 
well, but are not much grown. :Flax does well and' 
yields about ten or twelve bushels of seed to the 
ac1·e. Navy, castor and other lieans yield largely 
and are profitable. The bulk of the wheat sold this. 
year brought ninety <Jents to one dollar per bushel. 
Corn is worth twenty-five cents; oats, twenty cents. 

SUMMARY A.ND INDUCEJUENTS TO IMMI

GR.A......,TS. 

There is no county i)\;the State that has a brighter 
future before it than Livingston. The two comp et· 
ing roads are of immense advantage. The compe
tition enables the merchants to get low freights, 
and consequently to sell goods lower than any other 
town within :fifty miles of Chillicothe; it also ena)lles 
dealers in stock, grain and all kinds of farm ra·o· 
ducts to pay farmers a higher price for whatever he· 
buys of them than they can get anywhere within 
:fifty miles of the conntv seat.. With one or two 
other competing roads the advantages of Living
ston County in this respect will be greatly improved • 
The people have the choice of St. Louis and Chicago· 
as markets. 

McDONALD COUNTY. 

The county of. McDonald is the extreme south· 
western one in the State of Missouri. It is bounded 
on the east hy Barry County, on the north by New
ton, ou tl1e south by Benton Couutv, Arkansas, and 
Qn the west by the Cherokee Nation. 

,PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

The surface of the. county is diversili_ed, being in 
places rolling and hilly, with much bottom lands on 
the cretk.;; and fertile val),eys. In the tour diiferent 

corners of the county there are :fine areas of 
prairies, averaging about a township to each local
ity. There are also extensive plats of what are called 
ilat wood lands,' which are exceedingly fertile, 

The county is supplied with a dense growth of 
timber, consistirig of pine, cedar, all the oaks, hick
ory, walnut,' wild cherry, sycamore, ash, etc. 

The county is well watered. Springs of the purest 
water, some of them possessing medicinal qualities, 
are numerous. There are many beautiful strean1a 
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·traversing the county, furnishing an abnndance of 
:·stock water, and supplying fine fish and excellent 
sport to the disciples of Izaac Walton. The water· 

·power is good, and to a limited extent has been 
utilized in the erection of many good saw and grist 
mills. 

THE CLIM.A.TE. 

The climate is unsurpassed, the winters being 
mild and short, stock requiring but little feeding or 
·care. 

SOIL .AND l'ltODUCTIONS. 

The soil and climate of the county favor the most 
·aiversifted culture, and herein lies the !!Teat advant
age which this county offers. The two extremes of 
northern and southern products, to-wit, com and 
..cotton, are produced in paying quantities. Between 
these two extremes everything usually grown ·by 
farmers c~ be cultivated profitably. Wheat, oats, 
tobacco, fiax, the tame grasses, castor beans, pota
toes and nll garden products are profitably raised. 
With such a diversified proauction, it will at once 
be seen that tho owner of even a small farm can 
furnish himself and family with all they materially 
l'ilqnire, with but little expenditure except his own 
labor. 

STOCK-RA.ISING. 

Horses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs are raised 
to considerable extent, and with small outlay or at
tention. 

The native rai;ige and mast is excellent and abun
dant, a11d being free, Is no inconsiderable item in the 
eapital of the stock-grower. 

MAO ON 

The County of. Macon forms part of northern Mis· 
:sour!, and is situated between the Mississippi and 
Missouri Rivers, near the center of the State, east 
and west. 

In respect to 

J,OC.A.TION, CLIM.ATE .AND TOl'OGR.A.l'HY, 

Miicon County is fortunate, and should be especially 
.a.ttractive to the immigrant. Bounded by the fair, 
fertile and highly develo1led counties of Shelby, 
Kno:x, Adair, Sullivan, Linn, Chariton, and Ran
dolph, teeming with intelligent, orderly and pro·. 
gressive populations, is, by reason of its surround· 

, ings, the center ·of one of the most attractive dis· 
trlcts in the Great Sonth'il•est. A dry atmo.sphere, 
good natural drainage., and pure water, the great 
conditions of uniform health and long-life, are 
:found to exist here in a remarkable degree. · The 
county is about equally divided between prairie aiid 
timber land, and so advantageously located as to 
:zoender it possible for every farm to contain 'both 

• 

.FRUITS. 

Fruit of all kinds grows luxuriently s.nd mature In 
richest flavor.. Grapes, both wild and tame, are 
produced in enormous .quantities and of the finest 
varieties. 

EXPORTS, 

Wheat, tobacco and fruit-of the latter apples 
principally-are sold in large quantities for export. 
Oattle, sheep and hogs are also raised and shipped 
largely. 

Neosho, twenty-two miles distant from Pineville 
(the county seat), on the St. Louis & San Francisco 
Railw~y, is the principal shipping point for the 
county. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Good school houses ar~ built, and schools main· , 
tained in almost every snb·distiict in the county. 
The moral tone of the county is good. There is not 
at this writing a single licensed dramshop in the 
county. 

LA.ND PRICES. 

There are over 100,000 acres of improved and 
inclosed ,land in the 'county. Farms can be pur
chased at from five to twentv dollars per acre; nn• 
improved lands at f1·om two to ten dollars. 
Considerable Govermnent lands are yet subject to 
homestead entry. The St. Louis & San Fl·ancisco 
Railway owns near 100,000 acres of land, which is in 
market, and is being sold cheap and on favorable 
terms. 

l'OPULA.TION AND IMMIGRATION. 

The population of the county is thought to be at 
least 8,000. Immigration is now setting in favor
ably, and the . class· of settlers all that ca.n be 
desired. 

COUNTY. 

prairie and timber-a most important item to note. 
There· is but little waste land iu the county, all 
being susceptible of cultivation or the growth of the 
various grasses. 

TIMBER .A.ND STONE, 

.All the different varieties of oak, wainnt, ash, 
elm, maple, sycamore, hickory and other woods are 
abundant. Oak timber finds 11 ready sale for local 
manufacturing purposes. Fully 150,000 railway ties 
are shipped annually. For several years past, quite 
a large quantity of walnut timber has been shipped 
to Eastern mannf:actories. White sandstone and 
blue limestone are abundant in many parts of the 
county. 

PERPETUAL WATER. 

The Chariton River, with its tributaries; the nu
merous and permanent artificial ponds, and splendid 
wells and cisterns, fnrrush every portion of the 
county with an unfailing supply of pnre water . 
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THE SOILS. 

The dark soil, with a yello"1<1.sh subsoil, predomi
nates. "ill know the productive capacity of the 
black soil. This subsoil, when e::<cposed to the 
chemical action of the elements, becomes equally 
as -productive, and far more durable than the black 
alluvial soil; and as a basis for fruits and grasses, 
and, in fact, for every variety of vegetalJle produc-· 
tion gro"\Vn in this latitude, is remarkably rich, ver
satile and lasting. 

PlUNCIPAL PRODUCTS. 

The principal products of the county are. corn, 
tobacco and the different gra;;ses. ,Uthough wheat, 
and all other kinds of small grain, can be grdwn 

' successfully~ corn, tobacco aud the £Tasses being 
the moot profitable crops, more attention has been 
paid to them. It is estimated, upon good authority, 
that the corn crop of Macon County Ia~t year 
amounted to the immense yield of about 4,550,000 
bushels-l'qnount exportecl, 3,&10,000 bushels; sur
plus not sold, 910,000 bushels. This estimate, of 
eourse, does not embrace the large amount of corn 

· already feel to stock by the farmers ancl feeders of 
tho county. The price paid for corn 1rns tweuty
sL'<'. ~cnts per bushel, delivere<l at the elevator. 
Tims it "·ill be seen that the farmers of the •County 
have realized alreacly for the corn crop of last 
season the sum of $140,000. 

TOBACCO. 

Very much of the soil of the county is well adapted 
to the growth of tobacco. The production of tobacco 
is one of the most extensive an<l profitalJle indus
tries of the county, ancl not jnterfering in the least 
with the cultin1tion of other crops. From 2,000,000 
to 3;000,000 pounds of this great staple itre mmually 
grown in the county. In 18i6 about !fl50,000 W'),S paid 
to the tobacco growers of the county for the crop of 
that year. The average yield is about eight hundred 
pou;ds per acre; price from :five to ten dollars per 
lmndrc<1 Jlouucls. 

WHEAT. 

>Yhent until recently has only been gro"IVll to a 
limite<l extent; hut, at the last harvest, a very fair 
crop of wheat was gathered, thereby demonstrating 
·that IJy proper m11tiva"tit;n this eouuty will produce 
"\vlleat as fine in quality and of ns large average 
yield a~ n1ost wheat~grO'wing sect~ons. 

THE GRASSES. 

:llacon County is the natural home of the grasses, 
especially blue grass. Next to the coals, the blue 
grass, clGver and timothy yielils are the grentest 
souree of wealth the county possesses. Blue grass 
is found every\.there and grow$ in gre~at luxuriance. 
The i11emlows and pastures afford splc1i<licl grazing 
for at least tea rno11ths of the year, ancl yield more 
net profit than all the grain ftelds of Ute county. 
The f.'1·ass being sweet nnd strong, the 1vater pure 
and plenteous, and stock reljniring but little care; 
and a.'i it costs hut :from :tiiieen to twenty cents yer 
bu;;bel to g:·ow eorn for ''inter feedil;g, nucl the 
great liYe stol•k n1nrkets of Chiengo and St. J ... ouis 
can be reached in a few hour;; by r1.1il, ancl the tlocks 

and herds can be kept in good condition nearlv th.e. 
year around on lands that cost not more than from 
two to ten dollars per acre, every condition essen
tial to successful and profitable stock-growing 
conspire to render Macon 9ounty a first-class stock 
county. 

THE HAY CROP. 

It i~ estimated that the hay crop of tllis county 
last year amounted to 2,200 tons; crop shlpped, l,noo 
tons; average price paid, $7.50 per ton; crop on 
hand, 300tons; price contracted at, ;;;6.00 per ton. 

EXPORTS OF BUTTER AND EGGS. 

It appears from carefully prepared estimates fur
nished by grocers and c1enlers, that the butter and 
eggs shipped· n:om the county during Inst fall and 
winter brought about ~~5,000. Average price paicl 
the producer for butter was :lliteen cents per pound. 
Average price paicl for eggs was eight and onewthird 
cents per clozeu. This is no small item in the sum. 
total of a farmer'e income. 

A SHEEP COUNTI'cr. 

This is a capital sheep oouutry. It costs but little
to raise sheep here. They do well on the natural 
pastures nearly the whole year round, and on lands 
too, that cost less to own than the annual rental ot
a Xew England or Xortheru farm. \\'ool, mutton 
and surplus stock sheep, command a good price. 
For all kinds of stock ancl for dairy purposes, this
seetion.is unexceled. Considerable attention is be
ing devoted to introducing and breeding blooded, 
stock. 

LIVE STOCK EXPORTS. 

Virhen it is remembered that f!l'llY one-half of the 
county is still uncultivated, ancl that not one-fourth 
of its grass and grain-growing resources are yet 
deyelopetl, the following showing of live stock ship
ments is a splendid commentary upon the stoc1<
g-rowing capacity of n partially developed country: 

Yearly shipment of fat cattle and 
swine ........................ car loads, 1,500 

Yeai·ly export of fat sheep .•.•.•.•• head, 7,000 
"' stoek sheep .... -- C.' 2,000 
" h~rses and mules " 3,000 

Amount realized hy the farmers ancl feeders of the 
county, $1,000,000. 

FKC-IT-GROWING. 

Location, soil, climate, a good home market, close 
proximity to foreign markets by rapid transit; ren
ders ,this a good fruit-gro,ving section. Apples, 
pears, cherries and !,Tapes succeed 'veil and never 
fail. I>eaches are not a. certain crop-occasionally 
the yield is abundant and excellent. Small frnits, 
such as stra'\yhcrries, goosebe1T1es, blackberries,. 
raspb.erries and Clll'l.,tnts rarely ever fail. 

There wei:e shi;ipecl last season from the county, 
about4:>,000 bushels of apples. Price paid the grower, 
fifty· cents per bushel. 

COAL .AND COAL :MINING. 

...i.sid.e from its adaptability for general agricn 1 hire, 
stoek-rni:-;ing :and fruit-gTo\Ying, l\htcon Couufy is 
inunen;;ely rich in its inexhaustihle deposits of coal. 
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'The following facts speak for themse>ves. The coal 
veins average about five :feet in thickness. It is 
·estimated by experienced miners that five hundred · 
-out of the eight hunclred square miles of the county 
are underlaid with coal of a splendid quamy. 
While coal mining is yet in its infancy, there are 
:several mines in successful operation employing 
:five hundred men. The monthly coal product of 
this county is 11bout nine thousand three hundred 
tons or seven hundred nnd scvent,·-Jlve car loads. 
It is often the case in the Eiistcrn ·States that coal 
la11d8 have no value nsi!lc fron1 the coal, but such is 
not the case in l\Iisso1iri. Land overlaying coal 
beds is often as rich and productive as any other 
land in the sm-rountling country~ '.!.'he coal deposits 

· of l\raeon County are an hwiting field for capitalists 
and when developed will alone Jrn a source of great 
wealth to the county. 

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 

The pulllic school is to !Jc found ht every school 
·distrkt and :ill the ~ehoolR arc in ii jJourishing 
condition. A permanent rcseryc fund wit:h the 
interest thereon, the county 11.pportiomuentfrom the 

Stu to, the county 1lncs, and w dh·cct tax, aiforcl a 
splendid 1>nHi8 nn<l 1:1urc guaritnfiee fot the univcrsnl 
mid thorough common school education of the 
people. 

ROADS AND BUIDGES. 

:FJvcry important stream ht the county has a good 
bridgo over it, and the ronds. generally are well 
·cared for. 

FINANCXAL CONDITION. 

'J:he ftnnncial condition of the county is good, and 
the t11X<)S lt>W. 'J:he State, county 11ml railroad 
tax altogether is 011ly ninet.y-ftvo cents on the one 
lmndrecl dollars, and the school tax (ontside the 
"speci!il school district" of l\Iacon City-that is, 
in the rural districts-over the county generally) is 
·only twenty cents on the one lrnndred dollars
making the small sum total tax one dollar and 
fifteen cents per one hundred dollars. 

TUANSPORTATION AND 111ARKETS. 

The railroad facilities in the county are quite ex
tensive, and afford th<:) meaus of easy access to all 
the best markets by rii1)id transit. The lfannibal & 

'St. Joseph Railroad and the >Yabash, St. Louis & 

Pacific Railway, each transverse the county cen
trally from east to west and from south to north, 
·cro.ssiD.g each other at Macon City, the county s":lat. 

CHEAP LANDS. 

Lands are astonishingly cheap in Macou County. 
·Good bnproved farms can be had for from seven to 
-eighteen dollars per acre. Good farm improvements 
are daily offered at cost, with the land thrown in. 
·Thousands of Eastern men are passing through 
~fissouri to the treeless, cheerless, grasshopper 
plains of Kansa.s, to pay more for wild lands than 
the pric.e asked for rich, fairly improved farms in 
l\facou Coui:fty, where timber, perennial grasses, 
abundant. pure water, fruits, a good climate, 
schools, churches, markets, railways-in a wora, 

where everything that can make li.fe enjoyable 
awaits the immigrant. 

Besides these improved and unimprovea lands 
helcl byprivµte individuals, for sale at great bargains, 
and to be had on easy terms, the Hannibal .& St. 
Joseph Railroad has about 50,000 aeres on the market 
at from two to ten dollars per acre. Terms: One
sixth of the purchase money down, and the balauce 
in six years at six per cent. interest. These lands 
embrace some :finely improved farms that have 
fallen back to the railroad. compauy by reason of 
non-payment of the purchase money. Energetic 
men could easily pay for these farms with the pro· 
coed~ of two iwerage crops. 

TOWNS OF THE COUNTY. 

Want of R]lttcc precludes as extended a notiee o-f 
the towns of the county as their growing importtince 
and merits <leserve. The chief town and comnier· 
cial center of the county is l\Iacon City, the county 
seat, 11 well located and nicely improveu. place of 

ahout 4,000 inhabitants. This beautiful and thriving 
little city is situated at the crossing of the Hannibal 
,o,,, St. Joseph Railroad ancl the \Vabash, St. Louis & 
P11ciftc Railway, one hu11d1'ed and sixty-nine miles 
northwest of St. I,ouis and one hundred and ten 
east of St. Joseph. It has admirable natural drain
age, a perpetual supply of pure water, is regularly 
laid out, ancl the principal streets 11re macadamized. 
The place contains a number of lnrge aud substan
tial 1iusiness structnres and handsome residences. 
Its police regulations are excellent and its soci::tl 
life orderly and !}lost. enjoynble. . The town has 
made much valuable improvement during the last 
fall and winter-th() most important of which i~ the 
erection of 11 :fine hotel and business structure of 
imposing dimensions and .architecture, approxi· 
mating a cost of $35,00Cl, and of an elevator at a cost 
of perhaps $8,000. During the past fall and winter 
there has been a general busiue~s reviv::il in all the 
departments of trade, not only in Macon City, but in 
all the l!owns ofthe county. A large, well built and 
conveniently arranged court house, two very com
fortable and commodious public school buildings, 
for the accommodation of the white and colored 
children, a flonrishiug private academy, twelve 
handsome church ecli:ftces, afford superior legal, 
educational, and religious facilities. 

SOCIAL. 

Three weekly newspapers, the "Republican, 
"Register" aml "Greenback," a semi-monthly re· 
ligious periodical, nnd the "ll-Jissouri Temperauce 
Advocate," all being well supported, attest the' fact 
that the people of Macon City aud surrounding 
country are a reilding people. 

The Masonic, Odd Fellows, Temperance and other 
societies, being well sustained, gives abundant evi
dence that l\Iacon people are also a beuevolent and 
sober people. 

Any c1escl'iption of Macon City, however well writ
ten, would be incomplete were a notice of its eleva
tor omitted--,.a substantial structure ·with a storage 
capacity of 20,000 bushels, capable of shelling 12,000 

bushelsqf corn per day, and is. completely furnished 
with nll the modern m11chinery and facilities. 

Macon City boasts of a large, excellent and well 
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conducted manuf:wtory of wagons and buggies. A. 
large amount of work w::is turned out last year. The 
work is :first-class and commands ready sale. Also, 
of a plow factory, a Jlour mill and a saw mill. 

:Macon City, with its healthful location, excellent 
facilities. for transportation, surrounded by a good 
agricultural, stock and :fruit country, its close 
proximity to -vast deposits of coal, its water· power 

and great variety of Jlne timber, possesses all the· 
elements essential to make it a great manufacturing· 
town as well as a commercial center. 

J,a Plata, Callao, Bevier, New Cambria, .Atlanta 
1tnd Sue City a1'e thriving towns containing from 
500 to 1,500 inhabitants. Have good school and 
church privileges, good society and surrounded by a 
good agricultural country, and close to markets. 

M~i\.DISON COUNTY. 

Madison County is situated in the southeastern 
portion of the State, one hundred miles south of St. 
Louis, on the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern 
Railway- bounded north by St. Francois County, 
east by Pen'Y and Bollin!'er, son th by Bollinger and 
'Wayne and west by Iron County, and contains 
295,550 acres. 

The population in 1820, was 2,017; in 1830, 2,371; in 
1840, 3,395; in 18.50, 6,003; in 1860, 5,664; in 18'i0, 5,849, 
of whom 5,688 were white and 159 colored; 3,015, 
male and 2,83! female; 5,471 native (3,869 born in 
Missouri), and 378 foreigners; in 1876, 8,518, of whom 
8,264 were white and 254 eolored. By the census of 
1876, 2,076 horses, Sil mules, 5,533 cattle, 4,752 sheep.., 
aud 13,10-2 hogs were enumerated. The population 
of the county at the present time is from 10,000 to 
12,000 people. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

The surface of the ·county is -very rough and 
broken, with granite and porphyry hills, some of 
which rise to a height of seven.hundred feet above 
the level of the St. Francois River. These are 
often narrow, irregular and precipitous-some of 
them, as it were, forniing -vast pyramids, :from the 
summits of which a view of the county is grand 

. beyond description; the mountains seem to hide 
:from view the valleys beneath; the eye seems to 
rest on nothing but a succession of mountains, 
h:.ning a blueioh cast. The productive lands may 
be dh·ided into three classes: First, the table lands 
which are not as elevated as the l)Orphy:ritic moun
tains. They are not rich as to soil, but UllSUl'J)assed 
for "ore.hards and vineyards, being above the fogs 
and frosts. Second, are uplands or "second bot
tom," which have a clay :foundation .above .the 
overflow, and are esteemed as most -valuable lands. 
The soil along the streams is mostly oi a. sandy 
loam, and quite i•rodnctive, but subject to overflows. 
Timber of many varieties may be found in Madison 
County, such as black and white walnut, white, 
black, red, Spanish, post and bu1T oak, black-jack, 
black and sweet grnn, soft an.'1. hard maple, wild 
cherry aml hackberry, white and red hicll:.oi;,r,:rellow 
and pitch 11inc, red cedar, redbud, bircl1, hornbeam, 
sa.ssairaiS-, JUl'W!ltn\-; sycan1ore, ·white-and red ehi1, 
linn, snmae-in !act, endless varieties of shrubs. 

Wben this county was :first settled, the pine :forest;;; 
were unsurpassed. The table land had compara
tively no timber, but was covered with the finest 
grass, which gave sustenance to wild and domestic 
animals in winter and summer. The creek and 
river bottoms were covered with cane-brakes. The 
-vast forests of pine have been culled and used for 
lumber and charcoal, yet the whole surface at this 
time (except the portion in cultivation) is well set 
with young timber which, if taken care oi, will, at 
no distant period, be valuable. There are evidently 
more cord feet of timber on the lands at this time 
than existed at any former perioU. The Castor· 
River, on the eastern border of the county, runs in 
a southern direction through the entire length, and 
loses itself in the swamp counties. It is a beautiful 
stream of tpure water, fed by living springs and 
small tributaries, such as Dry and Grounds' Creeks 
and Whitener's Branch, from the east; Kelley's, 
Mouser's, Big and Shutley's Creeks, from the west. 
The St. Francois River has its source in St. Francois 
County. The main prong runs through the entir& 
western border of the county, and forms a junction 
with the Mississippi R.i-ver in the State of Arkansas. 
The east fork, which runs near Fredericktown, is 
-very crooked. It forms a junction with Big St. 
Francois some twelve miles below Fredericktown •. 
The Saline, Mill, Village and Rock Creeks are tribu· 
taries of the east fork; the llfuscow, of.the west. 
Brewer's, Stout's, :!'lfarble and Leatherwood Creeks 
are tributaries of ·the Big St. Francois on the west 
side; Cedar, Captain's, Turkey, Twelve Mile, Piney, 
Dry an.d Trace Creeks are tributaries on the east. 
Tile tributaries in Madison County only have been 
noted. These streams afford excellent.water-power 
for mills and machinery for manufacturing pur
poses, some of them having a fall of seventy.Jive 
:feet to the mile. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. 

Although this county is generally considered and 
recognized as a mining connil'Y aud many families 
live at the various mines iu the coupty, who are 
wholly dependent <>n the farmers for th€ir bread. 
stuffs, meat and vegetables, yet thousands of bush
els of wheat \Vere shipped last season from here t<:> 
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'l!t. Louis and Little Rock, while hundreds of cattle, 
hogs and quite a number o:f mules and horses were 
sent to St. Lonis and ot.her markets. All of these 
protlucts bring good prices in this c.onnty and only 
the surplus is shipped. These fae,ts demonstrate 
that Madison is not only a mining bnt an agricnl
tnral county as well, aml is mol"e than self-sustain
ing, as it can and docR produce more than tl~e 

inhabitants can consume. 'l'he following are the 
number of carloads of the products named, shipped 
from the county during the :rear 1879-tllis informa
tion i• taken from the books at the different rail
road etatious and is corrcet.: Wheat, 116 cars; :tlonr, 
61!; charcoal, 154: cedar posts, 23; live stock, 49; 
shaved hoops, 5; silver ore, n; 1rig lead, 203; lumber, 
4; brick, 2; staves, 7G; gravel, GO; railroad ties~ 51; 
nickel matter, 2. 

The prin~.ipnl productions are corn, wheat, oats 
and rye. J~arley grows well. TolJacco grows as 
well as in Tennessee and Kcnh1c1."y. It used to be 
cultivnted and at one time was a staple prorluct. 
The grasses grow well, such ns timothy, red top and 
red <1loycr, orchnrd and blue 6"1'asR, the lal.ter spread
ing oYcr the country "nrni' growing spontaneouslr. 
'There are nmny orchards in the connty, but nn · 
fort.llnatcly they were not planted on the high lands, 
consrn1ucnt,ly :!roots often destroy the fruit. Grapes, 
like ot.ltcr fruit, tlo better on elevated ltm<1; how
ever, some of the ftncot grapes of the Concord 
varieties arc raised in t.llc low lands. '£he Catn;wba 
docs rcmarkallly well ou the mountains. Indeed, if 
grapee1 Jawo n home it must he in l\fa<lison County. 
'.rhcy p;row wild on most all tho lands, tlw vines in 
many in~tancos n1cni:mring six inches in dinnwtcr, 
climbing tall t.imhcr and resembling large cables on 
·a vcRscl .. Rmu.ll fruits, such as strnwberries, goose
berries, raRphcrries, bla<•,kberries, etc., grow well. 
am·don vegetaules grow to perfection. 

STOCK-RAlflING. 

'.l'llis county is extremely well adapted to stock
miRing, perhaps better than any other bmnch of 
farming. 'l'here are tens of thousands of acres of 
hill lnnd thnt will never be inclosed, which afford 
excellent pasi;nrage for more than' half·the year. 
Sheep hnsbnm1ry could certainly be made profitable. 

PRICE OF LANDS, ETC. 

The census of 1870 gives 18,298 acres of improved 
.1;1nd; 62,BaO acre's of wood land, besides l,'i00 acres 
.o! other unimproved land. 'l'he price of fond is 
variable, according to location, quality, etc., but rs 
very cheap. Unimproved farming lands cnn he 
bought for from one to eight dollars per acre, and im
proved farms for from five to forty dollars per acre, 
acco~"<iing to chm·ncter of iand, improvements and 
locntion. ·There nre quite a nmnber of small farms, 
consisting of from sixty to two hundred ncres of 
lnnd, with from twenty-five to one hundred acres in 
cultivation, sur;rounded with good pasturing and 
timller lands, which could Ile bought for from five 
hundred to two thousand dollars. .Also some vecy 
large tracts of unimproved lands, whieh can be 
bonght very reasonable. Lands known as mineral 
lnnd vary greatly in pricer according to proximity 
t1) pnying mines and the looks of the prospects at 

the surface. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

From the discoveries of the lead mines, oy :M. 
La Motte, until 18~0, mining was performed on a 
small scale. From that time to the present writ· 
ing the annual yield hns Ileen more than 1,000,000 

pounds. 'l'he early miner t.hrew nway a quality of 
lead ore, called hv the old J<'rench miners "drv 
bone." It was th~nght by them to be worthies;. 
An intelligent German, by tbe name of Louis Hagan, 
a practical chemist, analyzecl the ore and found it to 
be rich. It is of a whiti<h color. He also introduced 
some valuable improvements in smelting ores of the 
l\IineLal\fotte domain, which embraces 24-010 a<'1·es 
of t\vo-th1rc1s in ~tidison and the other thirci 
in St. Francois County. Nearly the entire tract is val
uable for farming as well as mining purposes. A. sin· 
gnlar fentnre of these mines is that, ins tend of the 
veins being in a perpendicular position, they lay in 
horizontal strntns. The metals found there consist of 
tho blue, white and red lead ores, nir1de, copper, 
anthnony, bismuth, inai1ganese, zinc, iron, cobalt 
and arsenic. Gold nnc1 silycr are snid to exist there 
too. The !utter statement may he taken with some 
grains of allowance. J.eac1 tloes exist in such quan
tities as to warrant n supply for centuries to come. 
'l'lte same may be said of nickle and co!Jnlt. There 
are other valuable pnints, clays a11d building stone 
ou the domain. This tract was connrmecl in 1827, 
liy act of Congress, to Messrs. Valle, Pmtt, St. 
Gemme and Beauvis, and on November 6, 1836, it 
was sold by commissioners appointed lly the Circuit 
Court of Madison County "on petition for partition 
of lands and tenements." 

Lead and copper cnn ))e found in mnny 11arts of 
the county. Iron exists in great abundance, mostly 
of the brown hematite quality,. There are so many 
iron deposits in the county that. it would require too 
much space to describe them minutely. A consid
erallle quantity of the ore has been shipped to St. 
Louis. 'l'herc is a copper mine one and a half mile 
southeast of ]'redericktown, which is rieh and ex
tensive, bnt has not been worked profitably owing 
to the great quantity of water. There is a copper 
mine south of J;'redericktown which has the appear
ance of being valuable. '.!.'he net returns of the 
Mine :Ca llfotte Copper l\Iines (discovered in 1838) 
for three years amounted to $150,000. They are now 
woi·ked for nickle. 

Gold mid pllltinum are said to exist iu the county, 
also German siker. Some years since considerable 
excitement was created by reported discoveries of 
silver, and during the lnst eighteen months large 
amounts of St. Louis capitnl has been expended in 
opening up the mine and putting up extensive 
works. It is claimed that these mines are pnying 
handsome dividends ou the investments. No doubt 
exists in the minds of competent authorities thnt 
the day will come when l\Indison County mines will 
be of great value. · 

In the eounty there are also quarries of grnnite, 
sandstone, limestone, etc., for building purposes, 
and quantities of blue and white rock, which makes 
the best of lime. Some ten miles southwest of town 
there exists vast · quantittes of red marble mixed 
with :tlirit, which gives it a variegated appearance. 
On l\Iarole Creek, a tributary of the St. Francois, 
twenty-two miles from Fredericktown, exists quan
tities of white marble. Some of it has blue streaks, 
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which gke it a nice appearance wl1en polished: Clay 
which makes hard and durable brick, :fire clay, k:to· 
line, moulding sand, paris white, sulphur, silax, feld· 
spnr, burr stone, yellow and red ochre cnn be found. 
No stone conl hns yet been found. Some chemists 
say that whe1·e gray slate exists, stone coal may be 
fonllll at a depth of one hundred feet. If this state
ment be correct, there is a plentiful supply. 

MANUF .A.CTURES. 

The manufacturing interests are embraced in a 
few smelting furnaces, ten :ftour and grist mills, four 
saw mills, two planing mills, the Co-Operative Man· 
nfacturing Company, a plow faetory, and a pottery; 
besides a great ma"'ny artisans and skilled workmen 
in every branch of industry. 

FINANCIAL. 

The valuation of the county, per census of 1870, 
was $8,210,000. Whilst some of the people are in 
debt, there are quite a number of solid men who are 
above the waves, and have large amounts invested 
in t"nited States bonds. The county debt is only 
$8,00(). 

The people ha Ye acted wisely in not yo ting appro
priations to corporatiol).s. The merchants are all 
doing business on their own capital. Nothing of 
the mushroom style of doing business is attached to 
them. So the inlmigrant who seeks a home, need 
not fear to invest his means in Madison County. 

The county is penetrated by the St. Louis, Iron 
Mountain& Southern Railway, which passes through 
the northeastern po1·tion of the county for a distance 
of twenty-three miles. The company have a depot, 
round-house and machine shops at Fredericktown. 
A great deal of yellow pine plank, stave-bolts and 
railroad ties have been shipped :from :Uarquancl, 
Cornwall and Fredericktown. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The educational interests of this county m·e in a 
prosperous condition. There are forty-live sub-dis
tricts, and 2,875 children over sL-.;: and under twenty 
yeai·s of age, who attend school four months each 
year. Besides, there are a great many being eclu· 
cated at uniYersities outside the county. . · 

TOWNS. 

Marquand, on the St. Louis, Iron l\Iountain & 
Sont)lern Railway, is fom·teen miles southeast of 
Fredericktown; has three stores, one merchant mill, 
one hotel and one chm·ch (Presbyterian) ; also, one 
Missionary Baptist Church close to its limits; popu
lation, 150. 

Cornwall, a station on the same railroad, seven 
miles southeast of Fredericktown, contains one 
store and wood-yard, and used to j>e a shipping 
point for iron. 

Mine La Motte, four miles north of Fredericktown 
and two and a half miles :from the railroad station 
bearing its name, is a beautiful place to live. It has 
one drug store, a tin· shop, a :restaurant, saddler 
shop, two meat markets, a hotel, two shoe shops, a 
nmnber of private boarding houses,.one smithy, two 
churches (Catholic and Presbyterian); two school 
houses, and a large general. store. There are also 
two stores one mile south of Mine La Motte. The 
oo:mpany is punctual inpaying its employes. 'l'he1-e 

is also a machine shop and a watchmaker shop there. 
The population is al.Jout 500, and the people are very 
industriouS'. 

Fredericktown, the county seat, and one of the 
most thrifty towns in Missoul'.i, is one hundred and 
:live miles :from St. Louis _and ninety-one miles from 
Belmont, and was settled in 1821. It contains six 
churches: one Christian, one Catholic, two Metho
dist (one colored), and two Baptist (one colored), 
and about,3,000 inhabitants. The greater portion of 
the old settlers, some of whom are still living, were 
Catholics. There is one large public school bt!lld· 
lng, well supplied with1modem desks and apparatus,. 
costing $8,000. · 

There is one weekly newspaper, established eight 
years, Democratic in politics. 

To describe all the elegant buildings in Frederick
town would be uunecessai-y. Suffice it to, say, t)lat. 
no inland town with the same number of inhabitants,. 
can boast of more durable and elegant buildings. 
and suburl.Jan cottages; besides, the town is 'well 
watered, wells, cisterns and living springs abound,. 
and Saline Creek runs through the center of the 
town, affording water ih gi~at abundance for all 
purposes. There, perhaps, is not a more healthful 
place in Southern .Missouri. It is destined, ~o the• 
inhabitants think, to 1.Je one of those summer resorts 
tor health-seekers and gentlemen of leisure, who· 
know how to enjoy life. 

SOCIAL A.'<D RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS •. 

The first Catholic Church in this county was. 
estn blished in Fredericktown, by Fatl1er Celeni, in 
1827. Its members number about 400. 

'l'he Christian Church was organized in Madison. 
Conntv in 1812. There are three congregations in 
this co"untr: one in Fredericktown; .Antioch Church,. 

1 &ituatecl one and three ~quarter miles east of Fred. 
ericktown, has a menibership of 300, and Green. 
Cha1)eI, situated on the St. Francois River, twenty 
miles south of Fredericktown, has a membership of· 
ftfty. There are nine Missionary Baptist Churches,. 
with a membership of 520, and seven ordained. 
minist.ers. Tqere are seyeral old Baptist churches 
in the collllty. · The l\Iethodist Church (South) num
bers 260 members ; the old Episcopal Church (North) 
:fifty. Besides, there is an organization of Congi-ega
tional Methodists. There is one Lutheran Church. 
in this county, with about 200 members. 

The various orders of Masonry, Odd Fellowship,. 
Knights of Honor, A. O~ U. W., Good Templars, 
.etc., are strongly represented. 

TO 1Ill!MIGR.A.NTS. 

The climate is mild and healthful; the nights 
are cool and invigoraung. Some of the landscape 
scenery is grand beyond description. The people· 
are of the mediocrity; no aristocracy. Every man 
is rated according tO his real merit; and a more 
kind, whole-souled, generous people, as a body, ca.n 
nowhere be found. They hail from all the States in 
the Union. from France, Germany, England, Ireland, 
Scotland, and other countries. Taken together with 
the :first settlers, theyform·a homogeneous society, 
destined, at no distant period; to develop the vast 
and varied resources, and cause . this country t<> 
bloom as the rose. 
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MARIES COUNTY. 

JEFFERSON TOWNS.FHP· 

::II:J.ries County is divided by thll Gasconade River, 
in about equal pm·ts, the stream flowing from a point 
south to a point about or near the same distance 
east of north through the county. The river enters 
the county on the west side of range D, township 38, 
section G, and flows north by east and enters Osage 
County near the west side of range 8, township 41, 
section 18. The eastern portion of the county is 
watered by the Dry Fork of the Bnrl.Jois and Pea
vine Creeks, with wide and fertile bottoms, while 
on either side, upon the high lands, Galloway's and 
Lane's prairies form the upper table lands. The 

. soil is thinner than that of the low htnds, but is 
good, and fi large portion of it subject to cultivation, 
in fact some of the finest producing farms and best 
improvements are upon these lands. They are well 
fidfipted to the growing of small grain, tobficco, 
fruit and grass, easily clem·ed ancl rendered fit for 
cultivation. Resides, there are large 

DEPOSITS OF l\HNEitAI, 

in this portion of the eounty, mostly iron. 'l'h.is 
section of the county includes all of ranges 7 find 8 
ea8t of the Gasconade river and north of township 
line dividing 39 and 40, including all of Pcavine, 
Galloway's prairie, Dry Fork of Bnrl.Jois, and about 
11alf of Lfine's prairie, l)rovided with four post· 
offices, two flouring mills, one woolen' mill, located 
at Pfiy Down, near the Gasconade RiYcr; also one 
store in the micfat of a flourishing and thrifty Ger-· 
nian settlement. This section is adapted to stock 
and fruit, and, being fidjacent to the Gnsconade 
Ri~·er, with its fine timber, is now furnishing con
siderallleJu.mber, whiehi's floated out of tho Gascon
ade. 'l'he growing of hogs is !l pro1itable business, 
owing to the immense yield of eorn from the river 
farms in this section of country. 

This p,prtion, more particularly watered hy the 
Dry Fork of the Burbois and Pea vine, includes the 
drainage from Lane'.s Prairie and G:tlloway's 
Prfiirie, all of which is settled by a thrifty set of 
farmers. '.l'he unsettled tillable chea.p la'.Q.ds in this 
region fire cfipi1ble of sustfiining a povulation twenty 
time.s greater than the present. The two streams, 
Pea vine and Burbois, J!ow from the south and west, 
and form two large valleys, which intersect eaeh 
other in the northeast part of the county, while 
Galloway's Prairie from the table lands upon the 
north and Lane's Prfiirie on the south, all in its 
basis a population of about 1,200. 

WHE,AT, GRASS AND CORN 

•are the stfiple products of the bottom lands, while 
b,ogs, cattle and mules are the principal stock ship
m!Wts. 'Wheat, oats, rye, grass ancl fruit of fill 
kfa1ds are successfully produced upon the tfible 
lands. . 

The s·cenery upon L!>.ne's P~airie is 'beautiful. 
The school interest fo this portion of the county is 

in a :fionrisliing condition. Large and fertile tracts· 
of lane! are lying iclle, fiwaiting the touch of the 
energetiq, industrious and scientific husbandman. 
Intelligent labor and nominal capital is all that is 
fackiug to make Jefferson Township, in ~faries 
County, Missouri, almost a continuous neighborhood 
of well-to-clo farmers. 

JOHNSON AND SPRING CREEK TOWNSHIPS 

comprise that portion of llfaries County east of the· 
Gasconfide mver and south of the line dividing town
ships thirty-nine .~ncl forty, and watered by the Bur
bois find Spring Creeks, known as Johnson Township 
and Spring Creek Township, and lies north of the St. 

· Louis & Sfin Fmncisco Railway, along the north 
boundllry of Phelps County llnd including the south 
half of Lane's Prairie and Spanish Prairie, forming 
the talJle and uplands on the north anc1 northeast 
from the J~urbois, Sp~ing Creek heading up south fit. 
the city of Rolla, find flowing northwest to the 
G11sconade River, fou:r miles south of Vienna, in 
Maries County. The hill scenery from Rolla to the 
Gasconade rnver along this stream is mountainous, 
pictt1resgue an<l grand, while in the valley of S)lring 
Creek aN some of the most fertile lands in the 
county. 

All the hills heM· large deposits of mineral, 
both iron and lead, and are of sufficient richness to 
invite imd com1nancl the attention of foreign capi
talists. '.l.'here is !).lso in this portion of the county 
and in the center of the mineral developments the 
finest springs of mineral water in the '\Yest. These 
springs break out from the hills in the mineral
bearing <:listricts, aucl are located one mile and a 
half south from Lane's Prairie, twelve miles Houth
east of Rolla, and ten miles northwest from St. 

·James. 'rhe Wfiter has been analyzed by P1·ofessor 
Wait, of the School of lllines, and from his finalysis 
is found to contain lime, magnesia,. chlorine, iron, 
potiissa, soda, sulphuric acid, find salicylic acid in 
more or lesri quantities. 

'.l.'Il\1BER INTERESTS 

in this section fire also commanding the labor of a. 
large force of workmen, besides the soil being well 
adapted to tile cultivation of wheat, earn find 
tobacco, and if the mineral interests should be 
properly developed, wonld furnish employment for 
fi vast firmy of laborers. This includes what is 
designated as Spring Creek Township. East of this 
lies Johnson 'l'ownship, a district nine hy seven 
miles, which is more densely populated than any 
district of its size in the county, was taken from 
Phelps County find att4>ched to llfaries. Nearly all 
of this territory is susceptible of cultivation. lt is 
the ];est improved portion of the county. Farmers 
.ire thrifty, but are owners of too much Ullcnltivated 
land. 'l'his offers one of the best fields for immi· 
grants in Southwest :mssom:i. The township is 
watered hy the waters of the Burbois, the feeders to. 
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this stream ex-tending like the spokes of an uniolded 
fan from Lane's Prairie to Dillon, on the St. Louis 
& San Francisco Railroad, and :ill converging to a 
point on the county line just east of Clear Creek in 
Phelps County. Fertile lands and "Still rich in 
mineral, iron of all shades, Lane's Prairie and 
Spanish Prairie being included in the township, St. 
James being the railroad center. Schools are in 
:fine running order, farmer" prosperous and have 
capital, and withal of more than general intelli· 
gence, and to agreat extent imbued V>"ith a spirit of 
progress. 

To the intelligent laborer in search of a home, this 
portion of the county offers more than ordinary in
ducements, its products being indiscriminately corn, 
wheat, oats, rye, barley, sorghum, tobacco and grass, 
besides large shipments of fat cattle, hogs and 
mules. The population of that portion of Ma1ies 
County east of the Gasconade River is estimated at 
about 4,000. 

.JACKSON .A...>;D BOONE TOwNSHIPS. 

After crossing the Gasconade River, the county is 
2iinilarly divided, an equal portion of the county 
l;iing north of the line betWeen townships 39 and 40 

north. The west side of the river is watered by three 
streams running from south to north, the West Ma
ries antl East :IIa1·ies Creeks, and the Little Tavern. 
'.1-'he East l\Iaries 1·uns parallel with the Gasconade 
River and di verges west from two to six miles. The 
·west, or Little :IIaries, runs parallel in the same di
rection with the East Maries, and diverges west from 
two to six miles, forming a junction with the East 
Maries near the Osage County line. The Little Tav
ern has its source in Maries County, near Iron Sum
mit, and tlows north on the west side of range ll, to 
where it passes into Miller County, near the middle 
of township 41, range 11 west. This makes up the 

'VATER PRIVILEGES 

west of the Gasconade River. The country along 
these ~treama is ve17 fertile, while the uplands lying 
between the Little. Tavern and Little Maries is quite 
fertile, and a major portion is suseeptible of success' 
ful cultivation. Taking that p01·tion of the county 
west of the Gasconade Rh-er and north of township 
line between 39 and 40, is principally adapted to 
agriculture, being peopled in the main by working, 
prosperous farmers, a large portion Germans, with 
a large Irish settlement, and numbers of old settled 

Americans. "Wheat, hogs and mules are the money
producing products in this portion of the county. 

The western portion or northwest part of. the 
county, is as finely watered by the Little Tavern as 
any country can be. The surface is undulating and 
of Jl.ne fertility, and not abruptly broken. In this 
portion of the county good school houses are found, 
and the school interest is in a flourishing condition. 

For this portion of the county the inducements 
are encouraging. To the careful, int<:'Jligent, indtrn
trious and frugal laborer, there can be no better 
section in which to locate. The character of conn· 
try, quality of soil, and cheapness of land, all con
spire" to favorably impress the seekers of a healthy 
and satisfactory home. In this portion of Maries 
County there are four post-offices: Vienna, Lacon, 
Manton and Tavern. Po1mlation, 2,200. 

MILLER AND DRY CREEK TOWNSHIPS. 

The remaining portion of Maries County includes 
all south of tile line dividing townships 39 and 40, 
and west of· the Gasconade River, which is more· 
sparsely settled. The rest of the county is a section 
of country well watered by small streams: Tavern, 
Clifty, Little Tavern andDryCreek. The land upon 
Dry Creek is extremely fertile, also along the Little 
Tavern. This section of the county is high table 
land, with hickory, red-bud and walnut growth. 

On the west portion of this part of the coun~ is 
located the Blue Ridge Iron Company, who are now 
developing their mine, which promi~es inexhaus
tion. Besides the property of the Blue Ridge Iron 
Company there are other prospects equally as :flat
tering. The St. Louis & San Francisco Rail way runs 
parallel with the county, only three miles distant 
from the line, with Jerome, Dbwn, and Iron Sum
mit as the trading points. 

Aside from the mineral prospects of this portion 
of the county, the agricultural interest is equal, if 
not superior, to any other portion; anct for sheep 
and cattle growing ls superior. The growth and 
yield of wheat in the fertile valleys of Dry Creek, 
Maries and Tavern are immense; and, in fact, the 
large trade which supports Dixon is drawn from this 
portion of Maries County. The population is now 
about 1,SOO, and is capable of sustaining a popula
tion largely in excess of the present. !Lands are 
cheap, and holders will sell at liberal rates. The 
school interest in this portion of the county is well 
organized and in a Jl.ourishing condition. 

MARION COUNTY. 

Marion Countv has an area. of 434 square miles, 
•mbracing 277,';'60 aeres of magni:ficent lands, with a 
population of 36,000, and having a Mississippi River 
front of thirty miles. The river is crossed by two 
ma,,,onificent iron railroad bridges-one of which, in 
the northern part of tbe county, being over one mile 
in length, and tbe other, at Hannibal. in the southern 
pa.rt of the c.onnty, the center of six railway lines, 
including two main trunk roads-connecting the 
Atlantic with the Pacific. 

The county lies full in the center of the great 
middle belt of the Union, reaching from ocean to 
ocean, which composes the gr~at commerfial, .finan
cial, railway and manufacturing centers; the great 
dairy, grazing, grain, and fruit districts; the 
great universities; the .ti.nest school systelllS; 
the densest and strongest population; the most 
advanced civilization, and the equable mean of 
latitude and climate for the · American conti
nent. 



H.A.ND-BooK OF lVIrssou1u. 19I 

TIIE TOPOGRAPHY 

of Marion Oounty is singularly beautiful, with its 
river front, partly of bold rugged bluffs, rising 
abruptly to a height of one huudrell to two hundred 
and fifty feet, outlined by cliffs, cr:igs and palisades, 
and abounding in dells, gorges, canons, glens, 
grottoes, caverns and ravines, crowned with a 
wealth of forest, whose drapery of green. and 
crimson and gold lends an indescribable charm to 
the landscttpe. 

About forty per cent. of the county is open 
prairie, and the sixty per cent. originally timber is 
now half in cultivated farms, leaving thirty per cent. 
of the coimty in forest, and abounds with the finest 
springs. 

THE OLIMATE 

ls unsurpassed. Here is the happy mean between 
the extremes of southern heat and northern cold. 
The summer is long :ind ploasant, with dry, cool 
nights and breezy days. '.l'he winter is generally 
mild, dry and open, much of it like a northern 
Indian summer. An elevation of seven hundred 
feet above the tide, with no swamps or lagoons; the 
superb natural drninage of the county; the abund
ant pure gushing water from the numerous springs, 
and the prevailing life-inspiring west winds give as 
high measure of general health as may he found in 
.America. The snow fall is usually light and rarely 
lies long. '.rho annual rain fall is about thirty-seven 
inches, and the season itdmits of field labor ten 
months in a year. 

'rHE SOIL 

in the bottoms and valleys is a very rich alluvial 
soil, :from three to ten feet deep; is very pliable and 
easily managed, produces enormously and is prac
tically inexhanstihle. Th!l surface soil of the up· 
lands is from one to three feet deep, a dark, rich 
loam upon the prairies, and in th!l timber it is of a 
dark yellow and·redish color, which for productions 
ranks with the best soils in the west. 

Undei·lying this county is the famous and ever 
fertile loess subsoil, which, by analysis, is found to 
be identical with the Ioess deposits of the Rhine 
and Nile valleys. It absorbs water readily, making 
a natural drainage, and retains moisture to a 
rema1·kable degree. It is known to be among the 
best soils in the world fol· grain, grasses and fruits. 
Deep plowing and thorough cultivation is all that is 
required to make this land bloom with good farms. 

The wheat fields of Marion County have for the 
laBt year shown the capabilities of this soil In a 
wonderful way. Many a field of wheat grown upon 
land that has been cultivated for forty successive 
years, without any kind of artifi.cial manure, has 
given from twenty to forty bushels per acre. 

'.l'he p'i·oduction of the county for,the year 1879 is 
estimated a't eigl1t hundred thousand bushels. Corn, 
however, is king of grains here, as blue grass .is of 
the grazing fields. Scores of corn fields have yielded 
ninety bushels of shelled corn to the acre. 

This county annually produces from two and a 
h.alf to three million bushels. ' 

J)ther crops, such as oats, barley, rye, fiax:, broom 
L'.orn, tobacco, hemp, so1·ghum, beans, peas, buck-
1-'heat, millet, Hungarian grass, garden and field 

, Vllgetables generally have a :yerylux:uriant growth. 
·rhiB eounty is well adapted to the g1:owth of blue 

grll,ss, timothy and clover, niaking it a superb region 

for stock-raismg, and it is estinrnted that not less 
than 1,600 car loads of fat cattle arnl swine, valued at, 
$1,200,000, are annually exported from the county. 

There is no liner sheep country in the 'Vest than 
the beautiful hills and rolling prairies of Mario». 
County presents. 

Horses and mules are .argely raised for e:i..-port. 
About 250 car loads find a ready market annually,. 
Missouri being the largest mule-raising State in the. 
Union. 

This is the home of the fruit-grower. It lies in the 
fruit latitude, and has a superior fruit climate. The, 
river bluffs are especially adapted'. to grape-growing. 

FINANCIAL MATTERS. 

The county debt is merely nominal and taxes very· 
light, being a trifie over one per cent. 

SCHOOL PAOILITIES AND CHURCHES. 

Marion is one of the choice connties in the State· 
of Missouri-now ranks as the fourth or fifth county 
in the State. It has sL'<ty cl}urches, sixty-five public. 
schools and four college5, and is rapidly advancing· 
in everything that goes to make communities pros
perous and happy. 

This county has a permane:µt school fund of ~0,000,. 
tbe interest of which, together with a four mill tax, 
and the public fines and penalties, give ample sup· 
port to the public school system. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

U)limproved l:inds in this county can he purchased 
at from five to ten dollars per acre, and improved 
farms from ten to forty dqllars per acre. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Palmyra, called the "City of Flowers,"~~ beauti
ful place of 3,000 inhabitants-is the connty seat of 
Marion Oounty, and contains eleven chllrches, three 
colleges and several excellent public and private 
schools, a fine court house, two banks, two printing 
offices, two newspapers, two hotels, two l'ailroad 
depots, two exctillent 1louring mills, a fine packing 
house, several important manufactories and nu
merous prosperous and successful business houses. 
engaged iii a large commercial an<;]. local trade. 

The business men are active, intelligent (Jnd ener
getic, and in some instances are rapidly accumulat
ing handsome fortunes. 

Hannibal, the largest city in Northeast Missouri, 
with a population of 15,000, stands in the center of 
a group of counties.remarkable for fertility, natural 
advantages, enterprise and increasing trade. 

Opposite are Pike and Adams Counties, in Illinois, 
connected by a :wagon bridge and a fen-y, with 
one hundred thousand acres of the richest garden 
lands in the world, reclaimed from overflow by a 
substantial levee. It controls most of the trade of 
Ralls and Pike Oounties, in Missouri, and other 
counties, giving it great facilities for wholesale and 
retail trade. 

The city is beautifully situ&ted in a remarkably 
picturesque locality, the mighty ri>'er washlng lts 
front and fiowing at its feet, with hills in the back
ground more beautiful and numerous than the 
imperial "City of the Seven Hills" could ever 
boast, forming an irregular amphitheater, while its 
salubrions air.expands the lungs and gives activity,. 
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energy and longevity to its inhabitants. Its 
growth has been healthy, substantial and con· 
tinned. 

The assessed valuation oi its property (less than 
two-thirds real value) is three million dollars. The 
rate of taxation (including school tax) is about one 
ancl a half per cent. 

The town has ample educational facilities - six 
ward public schools, several private schools, one 
high -school, and one academy; able and accom
plished professors and teachers; value of public 
school property, $39,000. 

There are thirteen churches, with ample accom
modations for all. 

The three Jlouring mills manufacturetl in 1879 
175,000 barrels of :flour. 

One hundred and :fifty thousand barrels of the 
best wliite lime known in the markets were manu
factured here in the last year, one firm having nine 
patent kilns. 

The lumber business in the numerous yards and 
planing inills is i1n111ense. Sales in 187H mnounted 
to over 125,000,000 feet. One mill m1l1 yard employ 
two hundred hands; another firm employ in their 
Tarious departments three hundred and ei'{hty-:flve 
men, and sold last year 30,-000,000 feet of lumber. 

The ice business is an important industry. 
Hannibal has six railroads, running in all direc· 

tions, :five of which terminate here, the other being 
n through line from St. Louis to St. Paul. · 

HannilJal has new water works on the most ap
proved plan furnishing water excellent in qm1lity 
and abundant in qunntity, having a reservoir with a 
capacity of a million and a half gallons; has ten and 
a half miles of pipe and seventy-five hydrants dis· 
tributed throughout the city, with two steam iire 
engines affording most mnple protection against 
fires, giving us as low insurance and water rates as 
are enjoyed by the large cities. 

The streets and dwellings are well lighted with 
gas. Street cars on the principal streets. The 
business houses and many dwellings are supplied 
with telephone communication. A mercantile 
library and reading room has been established. 
Three daily and three weekly ne,;-spapers and a 
large job printing establishment are located here. 

'.l'he climate is salubrious, alike free from the long 
winters of the North and the scorching summers 
of the South, and only six miles from our prospci·· -
ous little city is one of the best health-giving 
mineral springs in A1neri.ea, '"ith nearly four hun .. 
dred acres of beautiful wooded grounds attached, 
which grounds m·e skirted with one mile of river 
ir6nt and one mile of railroad. It is just one Jnm
dred miles from St. Louis, and ere long it will be 
made n resort of prominence. 

~M~EROER COUNTY. 

Mereer County is a part of the Grnnd River valley. 
This stream falls into the Missouri River, in Chariton 
County, and the nee it and its tributaries extend 
northward and westward; the country thus drained . 
widening until where it reaches the line of :\Iissouri, 
it is one hundred miles in width. 

This valley, in the fertility of its soil, and in its 
adaptation to the production of every variety of 
flll'lll products grown in this latitude, has no supe
riorwest of the l\fississippi River. Though g·euerally 
consisting of prairie lands, many of its hills are 
crowned with forests of the most valuable varieties 
of timber, including oak, walnut and maple. 

The Grand River sy;;tem consists of three branches, 
known as the west, the middle, aud >"Veldon or east 
branch of Grand River. 

Mercer County is drained by the east or Weldon · 
branch, which passes through the central part of 
the county, wl!ile the midtlle branch skirts the 
western border, generally being in the edge of the 
adjacent c.onnty on the west. The county is boun
ded on the north by Iowa; on the east by Sullivan 
a)ld Putnam Counties; on the south by Grundy, and 
on the west by Harrison County. 

Although the county was settled in 1S37, it was not 
nntil 1850 that the la.ud in the county began to be 
taken up, and, unfortunately for the speedy devel
opment of the county, large tracts of land within the 
county fell into !he hands of non-residents, who 
bought and held them for speculation,. Most of these 

investors have found that land, bought even so low 
as one dollar nnd twenty-five cents per acre, and held 
for thirty years, has become a very poor investment. 
Large tracts of those wild lnnds are now offered 
for sale at very low rates, the holders being in most 
cases au."'ious to dispose of them. 

CLIMATE. 

The climate is about the same ~s that of Central 
Ohio, Indiana, and Southern Peunsvlvania. The 
winters are gene1·ally very mild. D~1ring the last 
winter there was ·not a sufficient fall of snow to 
whiten the ground for a single day. 

The amount of rainfall is from forty-two to forty. 
five inches per annum, being somewhat more than 
that of Central Ohio. It is amply sufficient for all 
the purposes of successful agriculture. • 

The health of the people is as good as that of any 
part of the West. Aside from a few who live on the 
low bottoms, they are free from ague. 

TIMBER AND PRAIRIE. 

Originally about two-fifths of the county was 
timber lands, the three-:fifths prairie lands. On 

'each side of the 1Veldon fork of Grand River 'is n 
belt of timber, about three miles wide, while on the 
western side of the county is another body of 
timber; aucl there are considerable belts of timber 
bol'derin,g upon the eourse of several smalle1• 
streams in the eastern part of the county. 
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Between these streams and the timber lands 
$kirting them the Iancls are prairie. 

Very many of the farms are partly timber ancl 
partly prairie lands, but those who own exclusively 
prairie farms are within easy reach of timber land, 
where it can be pro<1ured cheaply for fuel, fencing 
and building material. The leading varieties of 
timber are the white and burr oak, hickory, ~lm, 
walnut, maple, a11d cottonwood. The supply of good 
oak is very large. 

SOIL. 

The prairie soil Is a black, rich loam. The white 
oak ]ands are chiy. There are large tracts of what 
is cnlled elm land, the soil of whieh is black and 
very ricb,, originally covered with a very heavy 
growth of white aml red elm, and bass-wood. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

Nowhere in. Ml the West is the sol! capable of 
producing with profit a greater variety of crops 
tMn is raised here. 

Both spring and winter wheat are raised hcre
the chLy soil b<ilng, the best for the winter va.riety. 
Askle from two years of failure, the wheat crop of 
tho c.ounty !or the last twelve years has averagecl 
not leRs than sixteeu bushels per acre. Some 11.elds 
in 187ll yielded :1S high as forty bushels per acre. 

The corn crop, from the certainty of a large 
yield, has alwny• been eousidercd by the farmers as 
the chief relianM. One fll.mier, who has lived in 
the county fo1· fourteen years, states that during all 
tlrnt time there has been no failure of the corn crop. 
During two years of this .time t.he yield h11s been re· 
duced to half 11 crop, caflsed hy drouth one year, 
and the other by continued wet weather d11ring the 
months of .rune !1-nd .July. 

STOCK. 

The bulk of the e.orn is fed to cattle 11nd hogs. 
Great numbers of these are fattened for the Eastern 
market. 

Some·. idea may be formed of the' exte11 t of this 
industry from a partial sta\ement of the shipment 
of fat cattle and hogs. 

The southwestern branch of the Chicago, Rock 
Isltmd and Pacific Railroad passes through about 
the center of the county, and there are on this line 
three stations, and besides, one just at the l.ine, in 
Iowa, and another about a mile below the comity 
line in Grundy County.· The Rtatistics of shipments 
from but one station, that of .Princeton, arc gh·en: 

There were shipped by car from I'ri.nceton during 
the year, ending April lat, 1880, l '72 car loads of fat 
cattle and 369 car loads of fat hogs. 

OTS:ER GRAINS AN!> AGRICULTURAI, 
ltl!lSOUROES. 

Rye, oats, and barly are all certain crops here, 
whilst the yield has bee!) all that ean be expected 
•f any country. 

GRASS. 

As a grass country Mercer County is par ex:cel· 
lence. The Kentucky blue grass is fast replacing 
the wild prairie grasses, and is now well set in most 
of the timberlands. This gr&ss is fast appropriat- ' 
ing every uncultivated spot and turning the. forest 
into rich pasture lands. 

Timothy and clover flourish here as well as in any 
p1wt of the country. 

DAIRY. 

From what has been said of this county as a grass 
country, it would be expected that the dairy busi
ness would command the attention· -0f the people. 
Such is the case since the completion of the rail
road, which ,has given a good market for t.l:\e 
dairy produce, tts the people have more and more 
turned their attention to this branch of industry. 
~'here is scarcely a iitrmer that does not keep a 

number of cows, the butter from which is made for 
mttrket. · 

The shipment of butter, eggs, poultry, and wirnt 
is generally known as country prodtwe from Prin<•e · 
ton, reached, last year, one hundred and forty-sh:: 
car loads. 

Sheep are profitably raised here. Both tile climate·· 
and products of the soil :ire· well adapted to this 
branch of industry. They are healthy and are easily 
fatted for ma1·ket. 

BUiLDING MATERIAL. 

The county is well supplied with timbe1·, not only 
all that is required for home use, but large quantities · 
are shipped to other parts of the country. 

'£here were shipped from Princeton during tile 
last year379car1011ds of timber (pine lumber). Moro 
than this was shippe_d fro1n each of two other rail
way stations in the county.· 

The total shipment of timber and lumber from the 
connty was last year coneiderably more than 1,000 
car loads. 

There is, within easy reach of every part of the 
(1ounty, a large supply of good building stone, eaaily 
11uarried. There are quarries along the line of the 
railroll4 extensively worked, and from which sev
eral hundred car loads of stone are taken each yeii,r 
aud shipped .. 

FRUIT CULTURE~ 

'£he peach has beeri cultivated here, buf as the 
trees occasionally winter-kill, little attention has 
been paid to this fruit. 

.The apple is a success in every respect. The trees 
!,'TOW luxuriantly, and rarely fail of bearing a large 
crop. The t1·ees grow much better than ia the ex
clusively prairie counties. 

Apples for shipment command a good price, and 
so pi·ofitable have the orchards been that some have 
planted large orchards. There is one orchard in the 
county of over 5,000 trees, and there are a number of 
orchards of over 500 trees. Those who have or
chards. now hearing, and have taken proper care of 
tllein, 11.nd the business profitable beyond expecta. 
tion. 

Experienc&d pomologists say that there is no part 
of the count1-y that is the superior of Mercer 
County for the su(:cessful cultivation of the apple. 
· All the hardy varieties of the grape 11.ourish here. 

.The Concord has heea especially successful, and 
has .been largely cultivated. 

A few years ago those who !:\ad vines bearing 
found them very profitable, as the fruit commanded 
a high price; but now almost every farmer raises au· 
those in need for home use, and but little can be o9-
taiJoed for them in the market, simply ber.anse they 
can be grown so cheaply. Large, fine clusters of 
ripe grapes are often sold as. low as two cent$ per 
pound. 
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Cherries can be raised here with as little labor as 
in any part of the country. _\ll one hns to do is to 
plant the trees and keep the stock from eating them 
up. The trees grow thriftily, aud rarely ever fail of 
bearing_ 

·.fill. the small :fruits are grown here·with · success. 
In early times, in the season for strawberries, the 

ground on prairies and in edges of the timber, \'l"as 
red with ripe, wild strawberries. 'l'hese have disap
peared since the country became settled, but the 
gardens now yield (i bountiful supply of the tame 
varieties of this fruit. 

THl<' PEOPLE. 

The earliest settlers emne generally froin Ken
tucky and Tennessee.. These were Roon reinforced 
troU: Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and since the war 
largo additions llm·e been nrnde to the population 
from all the Xorthern and Eastern States, until now 
the greater part of the population· are either those 
who came fl·om the Northern and Eastern States, or 
the children of such. 

SCHOOL FACILI'.I;'IES. 

The FreG School system has been in successful 
operation in this county for the last iom·teen years, 
and now the schools, in town and county, will com
pai·e favorably with any of the Northern or Eastern 
States. The people are steadfast friends, and en
thnsia.stic supporters of the Free school system. 
There is not a school district that is not supplied 
with a comfortable school-house, in none of \'I" hi ch 
is school maintained for less than four months in 
each year-whilst generally. the schools are kept 
open for from sLx to eight mouths in the count}' dis
tricts, and for ten months in the towns and villages. 

CHFHCIIES. 

The county js well supplied with churches. The 
church membership is about equallr divided be
tween the Methodist, Baptist and Christian denomi. 
nations. 

I'OLITICS. 

At Presidential elections the connty generally goes 
Republican by about t\l·o-thirds majority. 

The lrnvs are enforced, and there is no place 
where crime is moi·e hotly pursued hy the authori
ties than here, and nowhere is a peaceable man 
safer. 

THE PRICE OF LAND. 

Ev the Eastern man. about to seek a home in the 
·we~t, it should be boi·ne in mind that but little, if 
any, over one-half of ~lercer Count}• is under culti
vation, and that large tracts of wild land can be 
bought here at :from three to eight dollars per acre; 
and that improvell farms can be bought at from 
sLx to ten dollars per acre. 

I:IDCTGRATION lNDtTCEll1ENTS. 

The soil is good, par e.xcellence, for corn, rye, oats, 
potatoes and grass, for the apple, cherry and all the 
varieties of sn1all fruit. }~or the successful raising 
of cattle, sheep, hogs anu Iiorses,.no better country 
will be found than th.is. • 

The railroad facilities are first-class; and markets, 
good schools and clmrches. are :first-class, and 
honest courts 1md juries enforce the laws. 

MILLER COUNTY. 

Miller County occupies a position nearly central 
in the great State of ::vrissonri, and embraces an 
area of about 570 square miles. Its surface, in 
elevation, varies :from forty to six hundred feet 
above the level of the Missouri River at the Osage 
Ri>er~tlle lowest portions being in the ;-alleys of 
the latter stream and the northwestern and south
western townships. Xear the Osage· aml its largest 
tributarie;; the country iii generally broken, except
ing immediately in the valle~-s; but fm·ther back. 
&lopes usually become more gentle, until we. reach 
the higher districts, more re1note fro1n sti·ean1s, 
where the snrfaee is \',omparatively level, or but 
slightly undulating. 

STREAMS 01'' WATER. 

The largest st;ream in Miller County is Osage 
Ri>er, which p!l.ilses, meanderingly,neal"the mid,dle, 
in a northea~terly dire<,tion. Being miTigable for 
1team"boato, it is of mnclni>lue to the citizen settle1·s, 
:ts an outlet ior th<.>ir surplus products, and for tile 
return of such freights as the trade demands. The 

Auglaize and Tavern Cooeks are the larger streams 
fiO\'\'"ing into the Osige} on the sol.rth side; the former 
heads in Camden County, and meanders through 
the southwest part of ::lfiller County, with numerous 
smaller streams, 1inding their confiueuee in the 
Osage, 'vest of the :tlourishiug to\Yn of ·nru1nly. 
This creek ha,; an iwerage width of 120 feet, and 
a depth of two and a half feet; it has a rapid 
current, and elear. The Tavern Creek heads in 
Pulaski County, and fiows through the eastern 
townships of Miller Cout\ty in a northern direc
tion, to where it empties into the Osage, about -0ne 
and a hnlf miles of the Cole Counti- line. It is ied 
by munerott.9 small streams, canse~l by large, hold 
springs in the eastern portion of the county. Its 
avemge width is one hundred feet, hy two feet 
deep, Clear nnd cool, with many, long deep hole.,, 
snitalJ!e for 1i•h-raisin!!:. 

The entire valley of the T>wern Creek is equal to 
that of the .Osage. There are nnmei·ous other 
streams heading in the southern part of 11.{iller 
County, such a;; Kirkman's, Humphrey's, Coon, 
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Do~, near, nnd s1naller branches, flowing intO the 
Osnge from the south side, On the north side of the 
Osage. there nre quite fl number of lJenutiful clear 
streams, such as I.ittle Grovoix, Gum, Big and Littfo 
Saline, Jim Henry, Cub, Levitts, Little 'faveru and 
Jinkins. Resides these, there are manv other~ not 
having narne.s, all heading in the northern 1utrt of 
the county, :tlGwing in a sontliern und eastern direc~ 
tion into the Osage Hiver. These stremns, like 
those on the south siqe of the river, are supplied lJy 
Uea.utHuli clear springs, \Vhich never freeze nor dry 
up. l\fany supply water suilicient to run mills and 
inanufactories. 

'.!.'here is 110 count;y in the State ]Jetter supplied 
with good water. Many of the springs afford extra
ordinary quantities of water. 'Phey ftow with about 
the si1me quantity of wi1i;ci· in dry time as in rainy 
or ·wet :.;;e.asons, never freezing, afforiling "rater~ 
power tho year round. 

'l'!.MB!i:lt. 

1'filler County is wcl.l supplied ''"ith fine timber of 
various kinds. It generally consists of red burr, 
white and black oak, white and red elm1 white and 
lJlack walnut, sugar and soft maple, ash, sycamore, 
hiekory, honey locusts, hackberry, hass·wood, wild 
chcrrr~ cedar, lnv~k('ye 1 etc. In the Big nnd Little 
IUchwoods, in the southeast portion of the county 
and northwest 1rnrt, the timber is generally posh 
black-jaek, laurel oak, hickory, crab-apple, persin)-
1non, etc.. 

SOIL. 

In the valleys of all streams in l\Iiller County 
there is a rich, 11Illivial son, unsnrpassed in fertility 
by any in the State. In the higher districts there 
are areas, of <'.onsiclera,ble extent., of line, arable 
I.and, especitilly in the northwestern and southeast
ern townships. 

'l'he former embraces Saline ttnd Franldin town· . 
ships, and the latter what is known as Big and 
Little Richwoods. In both of these the soil is of ex
cellent quality, and the growth of timber much 
larger than in the surrounding country. 'fl,ley by no 
means embrace all the good lands in the count,>. 
In the scope of country about l\Iount l>leasant and 
Rocky Mount, on the divide of tile waters flowing 
north tc, the Moreau and south to. the Osage, is a 
fine district of eountry, well settled aud improved. 
Ibcrnia and.J3rmnly, two thriving villages in the 
southeastern and southern portions of J\Iiller 
County, are well supported bv the thrifty farmers in 
those localitie·s. In various i0ther parts of the 
county are areas of good lands; and even districts, 
that are too hilly and iocky° for the plow, are admir· 
al>ly adapted to stock-grazing and grape cnlture. 
In many plaees along the rocky hill slopes wild 
native vines, bearing large and better 1lavored 
grapes than in any other region, ca11 be iound·, that 
s~arcely ever fail having a good orop. 

The elay in this county is of the best quality, to 
manufacture the reel brick. There are numerous 
beds of pipe-day and Jire-llrick. 

BUILDING STONE. 

Rock suitable for almost every . description of 
building purposes can be found in any part of the 
county; cotton rock,. lime · and sandstone; flint 
and gravel in all streams, for grout houses, walks 
and roads. 

MINERALS. 

At several places in Miller Conntv iron ore if> 
found in considerable quantities, and· especially in 
southern parts, where there are companies at thi~ 
writing mining and hauling lnrge quantities to the 
St. Louis and San Frflncisco H.ailway. 

Lead ore has been fonncl in different localities in 
Miller Oonnty, generally on .the north side of the 
Osage mver; it occurs in rocks and among the 
loose surface material, overlying solid rock. The 
main points where this ore has been discovered is 
spoken of by Capt. Franklin and ll!r. Etter, of Saline 
Township, in their report. 

There are three blinks of the finest smelting coal 
open ~t this time in the vicinity of Rocky J\Iount, 
the vems of which indieate their inexhaustiveness; 
also, there are strong indications of coal in the 
southeast of the county, known as Big Rich \\Toods. 

There are many hanks of the ftnest tiff, transpar
ent with a bluish cast, and ball tiff can he found iu 
almost every neighborhood in the countv. "\t this 
tin1e a inill, kno-'ivn as Tttrner's, situated on the 
banks of the Osage, twenty miles northeast of 'l'us
cumbia, is engaged in grinding tiff and preparing it 
for the pa.inter'• u.nd others' use. 

'!'OWNS, CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS. 

l\Iiller county has six small towns, to wit: Tns
cumbia, on the north bank of the Osage River, is 
near the center a1ui capital of Miller County; brick 
court house, brick school-house, two steam ftour
ing mills, one saw mill, three mocchants, two black
smiths, two ca111enters, two shoe shops, one har
ness-maker, two printing offices; church, two or 
three times pe1: month; school eight months in the 
year. Pleasant ll!onnt, Rocky :\fount, Iberia, 
Brumly and St. Elizabeth are fill supplied with 
merchants, mechanics and professioaal men, all in 
a prosperous and lucrative business, from the fact 
farmers are all doing well. 

GRAIN AND PRODUCTS. 

Without boasting, Miller Ccmnty seems as favor
ably located for the production of all grains 
and vegetables as almost any other count;- iu the 
State. "\Vheat •will, on the average, if properly 
seeded, produce from twenty to thirty bushels to 
the acre; corn from 1ifty to eighty; other cereals 
in proportion. Potatoe::i w·u1 ·range fron1 onC· llun~ 
drcd to three lnmdred bushels to the acre: fre
quently two crops are 'produced on the sa:rn:e soil 
in 01w year. Corn ii; often planted on ground after 
wheat is harvested, producing fifty to sL""<ty bushels 
of the best corn, before frost. 

CLIMATE AND PRICE OF LAND. 

'!.'he Osage Valley seems to be several degrees 
warmer in wi11ter than at Jefferson City. "\Vhen ice 
is of the thickness of twelve to iifteen inches in the 
l\Iissouri H.iyer, it is neve1· over four to si:x inches. in 
the Osage. " 

·with all 
THE NATrltAL ADVANTAGES 

above enumerated, nnd "large portion of t!1e county 
being unsettled, ttnd the prices of real estate rang
ing from fifty cents to five dollars per acre, tlie im· 
migrant will do well to hesitate before going else
where. 
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MISSISSIPPI COUNTY. 

])Iississippi County is situated in SIP 40' to 37 de
grees, opposite the mouth of the Ohio River, and 
contains 250,00() acres of land, most all of whieh is 
susceptible of cultivation, and is a rich, alluvial soil, 
called, in western parlance, "river bottom "-a soil 
whieh rivals in fertility the valleys of the Nile. 

TIMBER SUPPLY. 

All kinds of timber abound, the predominant 
growth being cotton-wood, black walnut, black and 
honey locust, '\Vhite, red, black, over en11, vhinquapin 
a11d post oak, sugar tree, niaple, nntl!Jerry, coffee
nnt, S\ireet .and .black guxn) persinunou, pa,\'"-ptl:\V, 
dogwood, etc .. ; and upon the water-courses ;we im
mense "•·• brake.s '" or groves of e.ypress, a tin1ber 
equal to pine for building purposes, and superior to 
it for out·door work, such as weather-boarding, 
shingles, fencing, railroad ties and piling, The 
timber alone, in many instances, will pay for the 
farm, and there ls a fair market for it here and in St. 
J;OUiS. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

'!'he productions are corn, oats, wheat, rye, sugar 
cane, tobacco, potatoes, etc. The yield of corn is 
from forty to one hundred and thirty bushels to the 
acre; oats, from twenty to forty; wheat, from twenty 
to fifty'fi"<'e; potatoes from two hundred to iive 
hundred, and other cereals in proportion; and 
this without manure OJ:" other cultivation than the 
plow. Cotton aoes well for the latitude, ·producing 
:froin four hundred to :five hundred pounds to the 
acre. 

Garden vegetable<: attain a size that would be 
deemed fabulous in the hills or under a more 

' northern clime; potatoes, turnips and other root 
<'rOP" grow fine, and yield largely, as alS<) do 
purnpkins, n1elons, beans, }leas, and other luguM 
minous vegetables. Apples, pe~s, <1uinces iiud 
pl.mus, dn well.; and it is the spel!tal home of the 
peach an:d the smaller fruits, such a$ 1mrr1mts, 
goos.eberries, raspberries and strawberries. 

:>onthern Illinois furnfahes St. Louis and Chicago 
with early fruits and Yegetables, so much so, that 
the Illinois Central and other roads run quick trains 
expressly to carry these, and the trade is mpidly 
invtea~ing. 

SOILS. 

S;)uthern Illinois, except a small portion about 
Cairo, is a hilly coulltry with a colcl, clayish soil, 
and the same might be said of certain sections of 
Missouri, after passing out of the bottom lands; 
while her.Ji i;; a warm, rich, •andy S•.lil. A degree of 
latitud!\ south of most of the Illinois lands, and half 
that unic1i in alt:it n<le, makes ihe season from two to 
fn\1r weeks earlier than that of Illinois, a matter of 
vit.al importance to the gardener and market farmer. 

'.MARKETS ,\..ND RAILROADS. 

Marketing cJtn be put iu St. wuis in nine hours 
(180 lllil~s), delivered near the markets with little 

hauling and no transfer of cars, thus enabling 'fruit 
or vegetables to go there late in the day and JJe in 
inarket the next inorningi vrhile from Sontheru 
Illinois there is a change of roads, crossing the 
ferry and hauling in wagons, taking much more 
time and dttmagit1g the article, particularly the 
softer and delicate fl'nitB. 

Soutlrw·ard is the Mi$sissippi River, bo1·deri11g· the 
county for seventy miles, which never blocks wi.1 h 
ice or goes drj'below Belmont, with railroads run
ning from Columbus, Ky. (opt>ORite Belmont), 1.0 
Xash>"i.lle, :lfobile and New Orlean~, and all the 
(~Otton nnd sngar-gro\ving States, furnishing a, 1·eady 
lllltrket for beef, pork, corn. and other productions 
of the country. 

The St. Louis and Iron ])fountain Ht1lll'.<>Hd nm< 
through the northern half and center of the cnunt:y 
to Belmont, ·on the· )fip:sissi11pi UiYer, pa:;-.:ing
throngh the vast mineral country ill the vicinity of 
Iron Mountain, soon to become a great manuf!lc· 
turing distriet, which must draw its supplies ot 
provisions, except, perhaps, flour, frcinl the rich 
I.ands further south, making a market almost at our 
own doors. 

The Cairo, Arkallsas & Texas Railroad runs :from 
Bird's Point (opposite Cairo), southweBterlv 
through the county, inter~ecting the Iron l\Iouutaiii. 
road, at Charleston, and extending through to 
Texas. Thus, are secured the ve.1·y best railroad fa
cilities to the four points of the co.mpass. 

TOWNS AND THEIH. LOCATION. 

There are three small prairies in the county, 
)!atthews' Prairie, in township 2G, range 16; Long 
Prairie, 1n towi1sh11) 26: rangB 15; East Prairie, in 
to,vnshiJl 2:5, range 15~ averaging fro1n four tCY six 
square miles eaeh, occasiollally interspersed with 
small groT'es of tin1ber. 
In the center of ~atthews' Prairie is silllated 

the city of Charleston, the county -seat, at the junc
tion of tile two railroads. above named. It bas 
doubled its population in the vast decade, and now 
has 2,000 inhabit;ints. 1t has Jive ehur~.hes, two 
l\fethodist, two Baptist and one Catholic· a lai·"e 
and prosperous public school, and a good Oathoilc 
school; eight dry good~ stores, three drug store", 
seven grocery stores, two bakeries a1ui confee.tio11-
eries, one stnve and tin store, one planmg mm, 
two large steam grist mills, four ]/.ote!P, two.furni· 
tnre stores, fon1· hlacks111.ith and ,,~agon r;:hops, 
three newspapers; nnd, finally, it contains the usnul 
business and professional men found in wide-awake 
towns. A new publfo school !Juilding, costing ull1)ut 
$6,000, will be erected this summer (lSSO), the peo
ple having voted the tax le,·y for that purpose . .Tlle 
pnblie school system has lieen fully tried here, a11d 
meets the approbation, alld ·-as affixed its·elf in 
the hearts of the masses E>f tll<i ,}eople. Sflhools :md 
churches are scattered all over the county, and 
scar~ely any settlement is without one or the other, 
or both. 
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While Charleston is the principal town,. ·there are 
otherB-T:lelmont, on the Mississippi River; seven
teen miles south of Charleston, which contains 
about 400 population, and is a prosperous, promis
ing town; Bird Point, on the Mississippi, opposite 
Cairo, and twelve miles· east of Charleston; Bert
rand, located four miles west, in :Long Prairie, con
taining about 400 popnlaj;ion. 

CL IMA.TE. 

Tile climate is mild, and summers not exceeding· 
ly hot. The nights are always cool. The people 
are kindhea~ted, m01·a1, generou~, frugal, iridu,etl."i
oµs and honest. They hail from all the States, Ger
many, England and Ireland, and have harmonized 
into a homogeneous society. 

POPULATION. 

This county had, in 1870, less than 5,000 popu
lation; in 1876 the population had increased to 
s,ooo-, and, according to the vote of 1878, it can be 
safely said, the county has now fully ~2,000 popula
tion, showing a steady and rapid increase. 

FINA.NCIA.L. 
' The assessed valuation of property, whieh is very· 

low, is $1,275,000. The total annual average State, 
county, school· and other taxes, a1·e very low. This 
county has a 1loating debt of only $8,000, which 
will be entirely wiped out within the next two 
years. 

PltICE OF LA.ND. 

J,ands generally ai·e cheap; unimproved lands 
from $l to $5 P4l" acre; good improved farms from 

\ 

$5 to $50 per acre, according. to location. Splendid 
improved farms, within .fifteen miles of Charleston, 
can be bought ,for from $10 to t20 per acre. 

AGRICULTURAL A.SSOCIA.TION. 

The Mississippi County Agricultural and Mechan
ical Society held its seventh a1umal fair, on the 
gronnds of the Society, at Charleston, September 
17th to.20th, 1879. It was the most successful ex
hibition yet held, demonstrating tile staple charac
ter of the association, and the industry and pride of 
the people. Each sncceecUng exhibition of the so
ciety shows a marked improvement in the various 
industries of the people. 

WATER SUPPLY. 

The connty is well watered in every direction, by 
lakes, bayous, and creeks, and these abound with 
all kinds of splendid food fish, such as bass, perch, 
pickerel, pike, sun-fish, cat-fish, etc. Gameisplen
tiful, particularly deer, squirrels, rabbits, geese, 
ducks, partridges, etc. 

TO THE IlllMIGRA.NT. 

Bl."iefiy, this is ·the poor man's Paradise. With ~ 
mild climate, where snow is almost unknown;' 
warm, rich soil, easily worked, equal . to any· for 
early and large crops; lands cheap and markets con
venient, it certainly offers superior inducements te> 
those who wish to escape tile cold winters of the 
north, havij good and cheap lands, and still keep 
within the bounds of civilization. 

MONITEAU COUNTY. 

Moniteau County, lying in the exaot center· of the 
State, is one of the favored portions of the greatly 
favored commonwealth of Missouri. 

Its' eivili:i;ed history reaches back to the day when 
Daniel Boone loved to roam over its diversidecl, hills 
and pla.ii;ta, drinklrg front. its crystal springs, in pur
suit of the game which once abounded he1·e. 

The Moniteau, Moreau, and Petite Saline Creeks 
are relics of the early French nomenclature, and 
·these, and their tributaries, fu1·nish fine drainage, 
and everlasting stock-water, for almost every neigh
bol"l1ood in the county. 

FINANCIAL. 

No debt whateve1·-county, township or municip
al-hangs over any part of its fair domain. Taxes 
are light, and yet all the public. buildings are of the 
most substantial character. The court house and 
public school building at California,11re among the 
largest and most ~ostly in the State. All over the 
county 

EXCELLENT SCHOOL-HOUSES 

a.re already built, ana occupied by fule schools, open 
to all children between :five and twenty-one years of 
a,ge, absolutely free of charge, · 

Tl?A.NSPORT.A.TION FACILITIES. 

The Mi,ssouri River forins the boundary line of all 
the north, and half of the eastern, part of the 
county, affording 11nusual facilities for cheap trans
portation dul."ing nine months of the year. The 
Missouri Pacific Railroad passes almost through the 
center of the county, from east to west, and the 
Boonville & Southam Railroad crosses, from north 
to south, thDQugh the western portioii. 

THE CLIM.A.TE 

is mild, equable, free from great extremes of heat 
or eold-that happy medium which ought to be 
most desirable., The larger portion of the county 
is ori an elevated plateau, between the Missouri.and 
Osage Rivers, so high above ordinary levels that 
malarial diseases are almost totally unknown, and 
the air is so pure and sweet that atill i1onds rarely 
become stagnant and foul. Very few regions of the 
earth ha;ve such a rare combination· of fertile soil 
and extraordinary healthfulness. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES, A.ND PRODUCTIONS. 

The southern and western portions of the co-nnty 
consist mostly of gently undulating prairies, with a 
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-------------~------- -----
rich vegetable,mould soil, very pleasant to cultivate, 
and ~·ielding, in abundance, all the ordinary crops 
of the western country-particularly the cereals; 
The north·aml east have ranges o:f heavily timbered 
hills, the timber being principally of the best va
rieties of oak, interspersed with -the usual varied 
timbers. common to the West. Along the streams 
are fertile yalleys, which often sprea_d out into very 
wide bottoms, than which there is no better land in 
... A .. 111erica. 

The hills are well ndapted to wheat and grasses; 
and almost unequaled for the -very ·fine quality of 
tobacco produced. 

Horses, cattle, sheep, and hogs, are raised to a 
large e:i..--tent, and bring in a constant stream of 
wealth. For half a century, great profit has been 
Jllllde, by the farmers, on live stock, withYery small 
e'-.-pense. The main reason is that diseases, so 
prevalent elsewhere, are here almost totally un
known; and when we add to this the fact that all 
outlying aud unculth·ated lands, without seeding, 
are soon, spontaneously, sodded o-ver-v1'1th Kentucky 
blue grass, it is easy to see why this is almost a 
paradise for live-stock. 

necently, great attention id being paid to intro
ducing ftne .sheep, and improYing the common 
breeds, and it is found· that the climate and soil
especially ·the poorest hill hands-are peculiarly 
adapted to the profttable raising of every choice 
variety of sheep. -

:MINER.A.LS. 

l;:i. minerals,. lead has he1·etofore '}ttra,cted most 
attention, being distributed abundantly over almost 
the whole county_ \erylittle systematic mining has 
been done; but farmers, at leisure seasons, have 
made it very profttable to prospect and take out 
mineral tha! lies near the surface. Some dl\Y it will 
be a great source of wealth. .I.. smelting furnace 
has been sui:--eessfully operated· at California, and 
several furnaces in the eastern border of the county 
have turned out -immense quantities o:f pig lead 
during the last thirty-Jive years. 

Iron ore is said to lie -very alJundant, hut has never 
been sought after. 

Building stone exists in amply sufficient quantities, 
evernvhcrc. The soft, handsome magnesian lime
ston~, so easily quarried and worked can be found 
.On almost every section, and a :fine-grained, durable 
limestone, crops out occasionally in quantities 
snllicient for nil recluireinents of building and 
making lime. 

Potters clay of good quality, is found at various 
places, and two large establislm1ents, at California, 
;have, for many years, turned out stoneware, which, 
besides supplying the home market, is shipped all 
o-ver Missouri and Kansas. 

The stone-coal deposits are very peculiar. 'rhey 
are 'mostly in" pockets," or• detacl1ed masses, and 
sometimes in such immense bodies a~ to astonish 
and confound the geologist_ One ma~s worked out, 
at Clarksburg, by Gen. Jo. o: Shelb~-, was :fifty feet 
:thick. The most remarkable deposit exists at the 
Simpson Coai Mines, on the southwest border of the 
eonnty. Here a body of the Yel'Y finest eannel coal, 
·with considerable veins of lead running through it, 
has been traced for nearly· n mile in length, and 
ahafts have been sunk in several plaees fifty feet 

without getting through ·the coal. If.a tap could he 
l'Un out to a railroad, this mine would be a source of 
immense wealth. 

Several enormous 'I pockets" of bituminous coal 
have been developed, but were too far from tl'ans· 
portation to be successfully worked heretofore. 
::-inmerous small mines are being worked out near 
the towns and r:Lilroads-much of the coal of an 
excellent quality. 

Timher, howeYer, i; too plenty and cheap to make 
coals valued, as they will be when time shall re· 
duce the forests. 

"Tiff," or sulphate of baryta, which has now a 
mar]>etable value, is found in various localities, and 
many car loads are annually shipped to St. Louis, at 
a good profit. 

FRUIT CUL'£URE. 

This seems to he the pecU!iar _home of fine fruit~. 

The apple in it' muny -varieties (but especially the 
Geniting and Ben Davis), seems better adapted to 
the soil and climate than almost anywhere else, and 
thousands of bushels are annually shipped-pitying 
better than any other kincl of farming. All yarieties 
do well when properly attended .to, and are finely 
futyored, and keep we!L 
' Peaches, the most delicious of fruits, seldom· fnil 
here. Pears, plums, cheITies, apricots, persimmons 
and every variety o:f snmll fruits rew!lrd abundantly 
the labor of the ho1·ticulturist. 

EXPORT STATISTICS. 

Exports at the various points on rive1· and rail
ro_ad are extremely varied, and, in the agi,,"1-egate, 
bring back a handsome suni of money_ \Vheat, corn, 
oats, hay, tobacco, ti1f, wool find woolen i1ianu· 
factures, feathers, hides, horses, mules, cattle, hogs, 
_sheep, leather, ~our, hoop-poles, lead, cheese, 
butter, eggs, poultry, pottery-ware, :tlax-seed, 1lax· 
tow, stone coal, railroad ties, :fence rails and llOsts, 
walnut lumber, etc., are the bulk of shipments. 

FINANCIAL. 

The county contains foul"lmndred and twenty-one 
square miles, and two hundre!'f. andfilty-seven thou-
sand se-ven hundred and twenty-one acres of land. 
The last assessment, exclush·e ofJ.railroad property, 
was $2,662,895. _ 

Lands were valued at .•.•••.•.......•••. $1,25i,SSO 
Xo. of cattle J.1.233 valued at 155,l'iO 

horses 1,991 62,250 
sheep 15,3&2 15,980 
hogs 33,121 36,120 

The State ta..'l::ation was 40 cents; coun-ty, 30 cents; 
road, 20 cents, on e:tch$100 valuation. The school tax 
yaries according to the requirements of each district. 
It must be noted t_hat the Yal11ation on all propei·ty 

is much unde1: its ti:ue value-perhaps not more than 
one-half. 

PRICE Oil' LANDS. 

The prices of valuable lands are higher than ht 
counties more' hilly and less fertile; hut_ they are 
still so low as to give pleasant homes for an aston
ishingly small sum to those who bring a little readv 
money from the older States. · • 

The very best improved rands, -near i·ailroa.d 
s.tations, with fair houses, barns and fences, can 
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now be bought at from fifteen to t1venty dolfars per 
acre, less than half wlmt they actually sold for, in 
fiush times, just lifter the war. 

Several miles away from railroad stations, well 
improved farms can be bought at about ten dollars 
per acre; unim1)rovetl lands rate at about half 
the above prices. Some hilly lands, well adapted 
to sheep farms,. but not all 11t for cultivation, can 'be 
boaght from two to :five dollars per acre, and these 
lands ai'e often clothed witl1 valuable timber. 

CHARAC'£ER O~' POPULATION. 

Few portions· of the West have a more mixed 
population. If :i.dmixture improves, the popul:i.tion 
onght to be, in the next generation, the best bred 
people in the world. 

Virgini:i., l{en1:ucky 11nd Tennessee.sent, out t!ie first 
large immigr11t!on more th:i.n half 11 century ago. 
•.rhen came in colonies lnrge numbers of thrifty, 
industrious Germans and hardy' Swiss, who waxed 
fat and.rich, and made even.the poorest hills sources 

of wealth by clothing them with vines and orchards. 
With the building of the l\Iissouri Pacific Railroad 
Irellmd sent her tribute of hardy sons, of whomlttrge 
numbers remained, and have become useful citizens. 
Later, the cheap lands and mild and healtlwclimate 
brought numy'hlindreds of shrewd and thrifty N.ew 
Eng-landers, who found pleasant and happy bomes; 
This mixture makes the population cosmopolitan, 
liberal and progressiye; whil~. at the sai1ie time, the 
law-abiding character, ~teady hriliits, and moral 
behavio1· of the people are 1:emarked by all. l\Iuch 
of the old-time hospitality and sociability continnes 
to exist among the inhabitants, and a kind and' 
friendly feeling pre1-ails among :tll clusscs. All 
churches ai'e well represented, especially Baptists, 
Methodists, Christians, Presbyterians, Congrega· 
. tionalists, Roman Catholics, Lutherans and Evan
gl!lic:~ls. The churches, generally handsome and 
collll1Hidions buildings, are well attended. The 
scbools are filled with competent te11chcrs who train 
up, free of charge, ail the children of the county. 

MONROE COUNTY. 

This county is located in the southern part of 
Northeast :Missouri, and is the center of what. is 
termed, the "Blue Grass Region" of Missouri. It is 
one of the large counties of the St:i.te, containing 
422,703 acres, and,. in point of wealth, stands among 
the very :first of those counties that bave no large 
cities. 

TIMBER A.ND·PRAIRIE I.A.ND. 

About two-thirds of the area of the county was 
· originn11y tii:p.ber land, and who remaindc1· prairie. 
The prairies are not very large,' and are well dis· 
trib11tcd over 'tbe county, so that not ma:tiy of the 
farms of the county, as now owned and occuilled, 
are either wholly prairie or wholly timber. Both 
the prairie 11nd. timber lands yield abundant crops. 

TIMBEU SUPPLY. 

·Of this there is a groat abundance and of the best 
·grades-enough to meet all demands :for farm and 
building purposes. The following, among other 
varieties, are found: :Black walnut,.common shell
bark, thiek shell· bark and pig-nut hickories, white 
and blue ash, white and black burr, and many other 
varieties of oak; sugar tree; maple, !inn, sycamore, 
etc., etc. Of the smaller gi·owth there are red and 
black haws, sumach, hazel, paw-paw, red-bnd and 
many others. 

SOIL. 

The quality of the soil may almost be gathered 
·from the foregoing. It is of 'the "bluff" formaiion, 
: although not so well developed as in some othel' 
plld;s of the country. Professor Swallow, in his 
geological •survey of 1855, says, that the "bluff" 
fortaatioia-·prel'?,<ils in this county, and that the soil 
.ill well adapted to corn, wheat, oats and tobacco. 

The· clay underlying the soil is ve1-y productive. 
Manure is at baud, a11d the soil can be indefinitely 
improved by deep plowing arid a proper rotation of 
crops. 

WATER. 

In all parts of the county tliere is the .J:reatest 
abundance of running water. The North, lliiddle, 
Elk, and South Fork of Salt River iiass through the 
county from west to east; and they and their• 1bu
taries affo1·d good runuiug fresh water throughout 
the dryest seasons. 

CROP.S AND G~ASSES •• 

Corn, wheat, oats, tobacco, tbnothy, and· !Jlue 
grass are the great staples of tj1e county. Other 
crops and.£'rasscs are r•roduced, but most attention 
is giveu to the abo>e. The corn crop of 1879 made 
an average of· fort~ bushels to the acre for the en
tire county.· Blue grass grows spontaneousl3', and 
Monroe· county has as fine hlue gm8s pastures as 
the1·e are in the world, aud a great iuany of them. 

llrARKETS. 

There are competing lines of railway to Chicago 
and St. Louis, the best markets in the West. 

STOCJ!:-RAISING. 

From the foregoing it is plain that Monroe is a 
great. county for stock-raising, and, ·therefore, 
those of the farmers are doing best who are .de
voting themselves to that industrv. All such are 
accumulating wealth from year to year. The census 
of 1880 will probably show that this i~ one of the 
greatest cattle, horse, mule, sheep, and hog-.pro
ducing counties in the West. In point of size and 
quality, the cattle sent to market ara uiisurpa.iised, 
nnd command the top of the market. 
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------------------------------------
SCHOOLS. 

There are ninety-seven school districts in the 
oonnty, and a county school fund of over $10i,OOO. 
This is loaned out at ten per eent. interest, which is 
applied to maintaining free schools in every district 
in the county. The schools are kept open from 
four to nine months; and, including the county's 
share of the State fllnd, as much money is 
expended ~or school purposes in Monroe County 
as anywhere in the \Vest, in proportion to popu
lation. 

CHl.HWHES. 
All deno1ninations are represented, and every 

neighborhood has its church and school-house. 
There is no such thing as ostracism for opinion's 
sake. 

CHEAP LANDS. 
Taking all the facts into consideration, it can l.>e 

confidently asserted that nowhere can. cheaper 
farming and stoc.k-raising lands be bought than in 
Monroe County-the· prices rangiu9 from ten to 
twenty dollars for the best improved, and much 
lower :for unimproved lands. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 

Montgomery County is admirably located upon 
the Missouri River, abont seventy miles west of 
St. Louis, its northeastern boundary being 'only 
thirty miles west of the Mississippi. It is bounded 
on the south by tl\il Missouri River; on the east by 
·warren and Linco1n Counties; on the west by Calla
way and Audrain Counties, and on the north by 
Audrain County, and has an area of 228,534 acres. 

THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY 

1s channin.g. The high, rolling prairie of the north
ern and cenJ;ral divisions, alternating with beautifnl 
timbered valleys, with the wooded hills, table lands, 
and lo~:-Iying valleys and bottoms, and the grand 
river bluffs of the southern division, together with 
the numberless glades, intervals, ravines and clear, 
winding streams that break the monotony of the 

: woodlands, make up a landscape of loveliness. · 

THE CLIMATE 

of Montgoi{iery County, too, is a strong factor in 
the snm of local attractions. A mean elevation, of 
';OO feet above the tides, and high, open,rollingpraire 
districts on the north and west, together with the 
perfect natural drainage, gh·e comparative freedom 
from malaria. The latitude of Northern Kentucky 
and Yirginia gives this region the long, genial sum
mers, and mild, open winters of those favored 
State;;, and a high degree of health and longevity to 
men and animals. 

TRE TIMBER GROWTH, 

which originally covered sLicty-:five per cent. of the 
county, and, to-day, covers a full half, is rich in oak, 
ash, walnut, hickory, sugar and white maple, linden, 
sycamore, :red aud white elm, and cherry, among 
the commercial woods, besides a long list of less 
valuable varieties. Building timber is alike cheap 
and abundant,' and there is no end of cord-wood, at 
~-2.'> to $"2.50 per cord. 

l'l'lINERAL RESOURCES. 

O<ial is abundant. The popular theory that this 
mineral underlies the entire <lounty is pretty well 
:attested by nnmerous outeroppings of excellent 

coal,. b1 veins from fifteen to forty inches in thick
ness. It is easily and cheaply mined by" stripping," 
"drifting," and shafts, for local useJ and 'vill, some 
day, become a source of vast wealth to the county. 
There is no end of building stone here. Immense 
beds of white, gray and l.>lue limestone, and splendid 
quarries of white and cream-colored freestone, of 
free and convenient stratification, are .found in 
several portions of the county. l\Iar!Jle of good 
quality is :said to be found, in liberal deposits, near 
the county seat. Inexhaustible beds of :fire-clay, of 
the :finest quality, are now being worked for the 
export demand, which is steadily increasing, and 
pr@lllilles to add largely to the wealth of the county. 
Large deposits of mineral paint have been partially 
opened, and submitted to manufacturers, for practi
cal test, with most gratifying results. The Loutre· 
Lick Springs are said to yield mineral waters of 
high medicinal proparties, and are l~kely to come 
into national proininence. 

THE WATER SUPPLY 

of the county is ample and admirable. The Missouri 
.River along the southern boundary; the Loutre and 
its dozen branches in the southwest; the Quiver 
and its numerous ti:ibutaries in.the northeast; with 
acores of spring.runs and clear rock springs in the 
wooded districts, and the ponds, cisterns and wells 
of the prairie districts, give every part of the county 
a plentiful supply of pure, wholesome water. 

THE SOIL 

of this county is by far its greatest resource. The 
Missouri River bottoms and minor valleys are cov
ered by rich, dark anuvial, from three to ten feet 
deep, and ranks with the most productive soils in 
the world. The prairies and open woodlands have 
a surface soil of alluvial, from twelve to thirty inches 
deep, a shade lighter in color, and very bountiful. 

The subsoil, commenly called clay by the resident 
farmers, is not at ail identical Thith the heavy, dead 
elays of the Eastern States and Canadas, but is 
composed largely of silicious matter, lirhe and mag
nesia carbonate; the phosphates,.alumina and or
ganic matter, is open and porous, slacks like quick· 
lime on exposure to the frost and air, becomes as 
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:flexible as au ash·heap, holds moisture and manures 
with great tenacity, and will endure great excesses 
of rain and drouth. 

CROPS. 

At least 2,000,000 bushels of corn were grown by 
tillers of the soil the past year, the yield per acre, 
"l'anging all the way from 30 to SO bushels (shelled 
e.orn). Corn is king of grains here, and rarely fails 
of a bountiful crop. Wheat ga:ve a yield of 14 to 85 
bushels per acre, in the late harvest, and, though not 
largely grown. heretofore, was extensively planted 
last autumn, and is looking sple11didly. The quulity 
of the wheat grown. is equal to that of the best lime
stone districts in the West, and these oak and 
hickory woodlands, in the hands of Pennsylvania 
and Ohio wheat-growers might easily be transformed 
into a wheat-growers paradise. Oats are a very suc
ce8sful c1·01>; rye r11rely fails of a good yield; barley 
does finely, while broom corn; :dax, millet, hunga
rian, sorghum, and the whole line of vegetables and 
pl11<nts p1·oduced in the temperate latitudes grow 
herli\ in great luxuriance. Tobacco is a very protlta
ble crop, especially 011 the oak a11d hickory lauds. 

~'RUIT CULTURE. 

Hundreds of fine, thrifty apple orchards, from two 
to forty acres in extent, with scores of smaller 
orchards of peaches, pea1·s, cherries aud plums, and 
an indefinite number of viueyards, attes·t the value 
of this region for frui~·growing. The vine never 
:rails of a crop, and the German vine grow.era are 
fast demonstratmg the value of these southerly 
slopes for this bra.rich of industry. · 

STOCK-RA'ISn(G. 

The nat,ive prairie grasses, of which more than 
one hundred varieties stilll l'emain on its ranges, are 
invaluable to the herdsman, from ·the middle of 
April to the middle of August. Blue grass is the 
ohief pasturage of Montgomery Oounty. It is indi
;genous to the county, and grows fresh and green 
every month in the yelir. The timothy meadows 

.are very fine, aud white and red clover have a 
splendid growth. The winters are mild; open and 
'd1·y' affording am11le grazing oppQrtunities for all 
classes of young stock, and the forest aud ravine 
give abundant shelter when necessary. The trans
portation facilities ai·e good, and the stock-feeders 
can obtain as good pl'iees as in Oentral Iowa, Oen· 
iral lllinois and Ohio. These many advantages have 
combined to sto<ik husbandry the leadinl!' indus1io:y 
of the county. 'l'he late report of the Oounty As~ 
seasor returns 15,807 cattle, 11,586 sheep, and 80,972 
swine. 'l'here a1·e also 6,000 horses and mules in the 
county. The yearly export of live stock reaches 
1,41!0ear1011<ds, worth $1,450,000. High-grade strains 
are !Jei~ rapidly introduced. Three-fourtlts of the 
eoun,ty is a natural sheep country, and it is expected" 
that the~rofttable calling will, in the future, J.ind 
:many vot&ries. . " "" 

RAILWAY FACILITIES. 

"The 'railway facilities of the county a1·e excellent. 
TM Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific" Railway (main 
line) traverses the county centrally, from southeast 
t.o northwest, twenty-silt miles, and affords ftne, . ' 

regular shipping and passenger stat.ions within 
three or four hours' ride of St. Louis. The 1'Iissouri 
Pacit!c gives the southern townships three regular 
stations, and sharp competition with the river 
steamers, for either down or up river traili.c. More 
than four-fifths of the producers of the county are 
within half a "dozen miles of a railway" station. 
Just beyoud the northern boundary of the countv 
is the main line of the Ohicago & Alton road. A 
little .beyond the western boundary is the Mexico 
and Jefferson Oity division of the Alton road, and not 
far from the eastern line, the St. Louis, Keokuk & 
Northern. These numerous lines of transportation 
give an unusual ;measure of profit to all branches of 
local production. 

THE COUNTY FINANCES 

are in splendid shape. The entire debt of the 
couuty is only about $15,000, which could be paid olf 
by a slifht increase of a single tax levy. The 
county eujoys high c1·edit, has its public buildings 
and bridge~ substantially paid for, suffers none of 
the bm·dens of heavy taxation, and is happily free 
from the evil spirit of municipal repudiatiou. 

EDUCATION. 

'rhere ar~ sevcuty-ftve public •chools, seventy 
school-houses, and au enrollment of 5,408 school 
children. The public school system is footcred by 
1111 advauced educational sentimeut, the ii.iterest on 
an inalienable school fund of $17;627, a direct tax of 
four and a balf mills, the apportionment .from the 
State fund, and public :llnes and penalties. Every 
child in the. county has the privilege of a good, Eng· 
lish education. 

THE PEOPLE 

of the couufy-15,000 strong-not only believe in 
schools, !Jut support nearly thirty churches, are 
intelligent, law·a!Jidiug, tolerant, hospitable, pro
l!"ressive and enterpnsiQ.g. ~'ull torty "per cent. of 
tbe po11ulation are from the old free States, the 
l'rovinces and Europe. The old settlers were largely 
from Keutucky and Virginia, and, with their de• 
sceudants, express the hospitality, sterling chal'· 
acter, revere11ce for women, high respect for the 
family relatio11 and love of fair play, for which the 
average Kentuckian and Yirginian are proverbial. 
Public and persoual morals, have a high staudard 
he1·e. The laws are faithfully executed and revered, 
and good order is ijuprc1ue. 

PRICE OF LA.NI>. 
I 

Until recently, no effort has been made by the 
people or State ituthorities to invite new settle
ment, capital or enterprise, and the nominal land 
values of this great region are the 11atural sequence. 
Wild lands-timber or prairl.e-a1·e o:tfered all the 
way from $4 to $10 per acre, and good impro~ 
grain, fruit and stock la1"llls anywhere from $8 to $25 
per acre, the piic'e often being leos · than the first 
cost of buildings and fenoes. The only corrective 
for this unfortunate state of things is bxunigratioa 
-new men, new capital, and new enterprise for the 
development of these latent resources. " 
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MORG_i<\.N C.OUNTY. 

This county is loca1;ed n:ear the c.enter of the State, 
160 miles west of St. Louis. 

SURFACE CHARACTERISTICS. 

Tht1 .east pa1·t and north halt is a rich prairie and 
fal'.ll1ing country, well watered by flowing streams, 
the banks of which are lined by broad strips of tim· 
ber. The western part of the county is high, rolling 
prairie, having equal timber advanfages. The south· 
ern hnlf is a hilly, timbered country, containing 
numerous livini,; streams and springs of most excel
lent water. The bottoms in this portion of the county 
are rich, nlluvial soil, finely adapted to" the cultiya
tion of corn, oats, wheat, rye, barley, potatoes and 
blue gi·ass. The uplands have a lighter soil, but With 
the aid of fertilizers produce e<1ually as well, and 
grass grows spontaneously'. In this portion of the 
county.thousands of acres·are owned bynon-resi· 
dents, unfenced, and affQrd the finest possible pas
ture almost through the entire ye:u•. Cattle turned 
upon this range in spring al'e l'eady for the butcher 
in June, and those kept 011 the range all the year 
requil'e little additional feed. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES •. 

No couuty in the State offers greater advantages 
to the honest, indilstriollll, thrifty immib'Tailt than 
Morgan. · 'l'he dull, weary routine of agriculture 
needs not alone be depended upon fo1· a living; the 
prairie fai"rus being· nearly- all contiguous to timber 
land,· the hrunense 'range of ·wild pasture makes 
stock-raising exceedingly pro:tttuble, and it is not an 
uncommon sight to see some of the largest wheat 
11nd corn producei·s have from 200 to 30I head of cat
tle ranging on their pastures: Large 'Umnbers of 
horses and mules are !muuallyrui"e'd, while fat hogs 
a.re ma1·keted from Octobt"f to Juul'. ,\U kinds of 
stock find a ready market at the farmer's tfoor. 

'.IIINERAL:l. 

Morgan .County is exceedingly rich.in minerals. 
lead having been found in: eve1; township. There 
are at present eight .lead smelting and one slug 
furnace in the county. Vagt deposits of h'm a'bound 
in tile southern part, and zinc and t•opper lmve been 
found in several localitie;. .:l.ltltough l\Iorgan · 
County has not been mapped by geologists as a coal 
:tleld, nevertl1eless excellent qualities of eannel and 
·bituminous coal h:n-e be<:>u found in immense quan
tities, in difl'<:>rent localities. llfo1·gan i,; also rich in 
the v;uious clays. Yellow ochers ancl mineral paint 
are common occurrences. Kaolin is found in large 
quantities, while in the south and western part of 
the county a i1artieularly fine, \vhite 1,lay is found, 
well adapted for tile :tlnest pottery, and out of which 
tpe celebrated granite iron ;wil:e is made; now so 
common throughout-the country; · · 

FRUIT. Cl'LTURJ!.; 

The climate· of Morgan County being mild, large 
erops of fruit are annually raised. · Espeeially' is 

this t1'tle of apples, peaches, cherries, etc. ; and 
France can scarcely excel this section for grapes. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTHFULNESS. 

The general health of the county is very. good; 
epidemics and malarial diseases being a thing read 
of, but not e~·verienced. This is attributable, in a 
measure, ti:> the excellent natural drainage, both in 
town and county. There are no swamps in 1\Iorgan. 
The water !tom the springs :tlo\v either to the Osage 
or to the Missouri River. . · 

THE ,PEOPLE. 

Tl;le county is inhahited by a thl'i!ty, indust1'ious 
population, representing all nationalit.ies. A large 
portion of the county is inhabited by Germans, 
whose fi'llgality always insnres them· prosperous 
homes-Ea:;tei'n, Northern and Southern States 
contribute their quota of tlle citizeus, · but the 
larg.ost increase of l:lte has been from Kansas.. '.rite 
;-a1'ious religfous denominations are '\yell repre
sented, and recently .a large inftux of Mennonites 
and Dun1'.ards lias been received, a }leople whose 
sobriety and industry ahva)·s make them a valuable 
acquisition. 

:EDUCATIONAL. 

Under the fostering prO\'isions of the State laws a 
liberal fund hns he en created fol' «iducational pnr
J>Oses, and e\·ery school snh·district has its ·school
house, ·where schools are open from. four to eight 
months each yem-. There are about .elghty·ftve 
s'chool-houses in the county, . ' 

4l'RA.NSPORTATION :b'ACILITIES •. 

1.'his county does not lack.for tra11s1iortatio11. · Oir 
the south it is \\·ashed b~· the Osnge River, mwigable 
a great portion of the year. 1.'he Missouri !'aciftc 
Railroad J>lls~es through it in the nort11we$t, while. 
the Osage \"ille~· & ~outhern Knusas p1tsses nearly 
through the ceilter of the county from north to 
south; imd.the .Jeffer8011 Cfty & Southwestern Rail• 
road; completed rel1ently, pasBes through the center 
fi·om enst' to "·est. Good pttblk. roads traverse the 
conn~· in ,till direrti011", so that almost eve1; farm 
i.s'in sight of a publie road. 

PRICE OF. LANDS• 
l 

The pric.e,of unim1>ro\·ed lands l,"anges from two to 
:dve dollars per acre, while improved farms range 
from :ttre .to twentr·:ttve dollars per acre, enth-ely 
owing to lo<.mtion and •1t1ality of imp1·m·ements. , 
· The Cftizens c)f llforgan County extend a hearty 
welcclme to. nil ente1'prising. an<l industi'iori'li people 
to come and settle among them. Tjie 'winters are 
short, the sumJ1lers are long, the climate is delight
ful; and the country is healthy. Post-o:ffices, g0od 
schools, clltirches and mills. are convenient to eyery 
farm housEi •. Wages are good, and farmers will :dnd 
a ready market for everything they produce., ' 
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NEW MADRID COUNTY . 

. New Maclrid county is situated on the 36° of north 
latitude, and S\l° 30' west longitude from Gi-een
wich, or 12° 30' ·west of Washington Oity. It is 
hounded on the east by the Mississippi River; on 
the north by Mississippi and Scott; on the west by 
Stoddard and Dunklin, and on the south by Pemis· 
cot Counties. Its surface is le,·el and unbroken, its 
soil exceedingly fertile, its climate mild and salu· 
brious, an<l its commercial facilities ample for the 
cheap and speedy transportation of its surplus 
prod nets to market. 

PHYSICAL E:EATURES. · 

New Madrid County is almost a l""cl plane, slop
ing ~cntly ~o the south and west, barely sufficient 
to cim•y off the superabundant rainfall, which is 
clis11!11wge<l through its water drains irito the Mis
sisHippi aucl Litt;!e H.ivers. It passes, perhaps, as 
grcitt lt variety of soil as any county in the State. 
Along the lliiHsis"ippi Hiver, from the Cit;y. of New 
l\Indricl to itH Routhern lionud:try, It distance of 
twenty miles, the •oil presents the same character
istJcs as that whic,h mnrk the border• of the Ohio 
below the falls. In the interior lLlld northern portion 
there ls bottom, prairie and timber or table lands. 
The·bottom la11ds may be designated ns high bottom 
11n<l low bottom; the prairie and timber as upland 
and t11ble land. 

SOILS. 

Tlle2e land~ present such a great variety ot" soil, 
JJ.nd the different varieties pass iJlto each other by 
su<lll minute gradations, as to mal•e it almost im· 
poHHilJle to point out auy miirked liues of separll· 
tion. Along· the bank ·or the l\lississippi, above 
.over1!Dw, between the city of New :Madrid and the 
,southern boundary of tho county, there is found a 
·porous clay sub-soil, ovet• which is R1n·ead a Vllge
taL!e mould, varying In depth frolll one to five feet. 
Passing to the interid'l· from the eentAr of this line, 
the same general <1haracteristi<1s are observabte, 
with the ex<ieption of the beds of the dried-up fakes 
that intervene, until nenr tlie eastern line of the 
"Ktmk landA" of tho Whitewater or Little niver, 
where the soil gradually partakes more of the char· 
1t<1tcr of low bottom. Tli_e cent1·al and northel'!l 
1mrtion of the county is divided between prairie, 
.and high bottom m; prairie·or table land, whilst the 
woatern, and a large area of the northeastern por
·tion, is low bottom, subjeet to annual inundation. . 

The.designations of timber, prairie, or bottom, do 
not indic,ate tile quality of tile soil to any greater 
ilxtent thltli is infiuenced by these physical rela" 
tions. These designations only ref\)r to the natural 
divisions· of the soil, without any reference to the 
fertility of either. Each separate division possesses 
soil of different grades, from the most productive, 
'$uited to 'growth of a great variety of e,rops, to such 
o.s are only valnable·for the production of grass, or 
!or pasture. . 

The prairie Ia~as are lighter, more easl!-y culti
wated, but not so·prolinctlve as the high, bottom ()r 
Jtim ber.ed lands; yet, from their yielding more kindly 

to the labor of cultivation, ai1d the greater ease and 
less cost of utilizing them, in the early settlement 
of the county they were more generally sought for 
than . the bottoms; ·but, as· the settlement of the 
county progressed, and the greate1· fertility of the 
woodlands became know11, al also for the con
venience of timller for fuel', building and fanning 
purposes, the timbered land asserted its supremacy 
and secured the attention of the settler. , 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The bottom lands along the Mississippi River are 
by far the most productive of all the land in New 
Madrid Jo.unty. ·The. soil is a black, sandy ·loam, 
from threo to six feet deep. It is mixed with clay, 
sand and decomposed vegetable matter, and in 
many places is mmunlly enriched liy the overflow• 
of the 1·i1·e1·, which render its fertility inexltaust· 
ible. The bottom lands are adapted to the produc
tion of Indian.' corn, wheat, oats, rye, cotton, 
sorghum, castor beaus, and Irish and sweet po ta· 
toes. The average yield of corn, per aci·e, on these 
hottom lands, with· Ol"diuary cultivation, is f1'-om 
fifty to sixty bushels; of wheat, twenty to twenty
five bushels; onts, fifty to sb:ty bnshels; rye, 

. twenty-five to. thirty bushels; ·cotton, twel"re to 
fifteen hundred pounds; tmd of Irish and sweet 
potatoes, from one to three hundred bushels. 

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. 

New Madrid County is well adapted to the growth 
of many kinds 'of fruit. Apples, .pears, peaches, 
plums, cherries, and n grent "ra1·icty of smaller 

· fruits aJJ.d berries, do well, and, where proper care 
is .taken in the choice of varieties and culti"ration, 
frµit of excellent quamy and .delicious fia"ror is 
produced in great nbundance. Peaches are almost 
a never· failing crop, and raspberries, strawberries, 
currant•, hlackbe1•ries, and gooseben·ies, are i~
enous, and mature early; Grapes, where prciper 
care is taken in pruning and eulfure, mature finely •. 

Vegetables in endless variety, and of the most ' 
nutricions quality. grow finely in her soil, and he1· 
climate imparts to them 11 rich and mellow. ftavor. 

TIMBEU. 

There ls a great variety of excellent timber in this 
county. Among the most important may be men
tioned the oak, of which there are fifteen varieties; 
cypress, two varieties; aslt, three varieties; hickory, 
six varieties; lllaple, two varieties; cotton-wood, 
two varieties; gnm, four varieties; besides, these 
there are sycamore, 1.ilaek and honey locust, tupolo, 
catalpa, sassafras, mulberry, fi~e varieties of elm, 
two of pecan, black walnut, cherry, boxwood, haek
berry, coffeenut, and a great variety of smaller trees, 
shrubs and vines. · 

AREA AND CULTIVATION. 

The area of New Madrid county is six hundred 
and eighty sections, or tom; bun~ !llld thirty-fi\"e 
thousand and two hundred ae:res, of whielt four 
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hundred and fifty-three sections, or two hundred 
and eighty-nine thousand nine hundred and twenty 
aeres are low bottom; the remainder of the county, 
two hundred and twenty-five sections, oi· one .hun
dred and forty-five thousand two hundred and 
eighty acres, is high bottom, prairie and timbered 
land. Of the whole area of the county, two hundred 
and eighty-seven thoustmd acres are assessed for 
taxes. The residue, belonging to the county, or to 
the General Government, is unoccupied. 

Of the taxable lal\d, less than one-third, or about 
ninety-five thousand acres, are in cultivation, leav
ing a total area of three llnndred and forty thousand 
two hundred acres, or more than two-thirds of the 
county, still open to settlement and eultivation. 

~1INERALS-MANUFACTBRING INTERESTS. 

The surface of Xew 1fadrid county being level, 
and of recent formation, she has but little mineral, 
none having as yet been discovered in paying 
quantities, except iron. In th.e northeasterI! por
tion of the county, large deposits of this mineral· 
are formed, of the quality de•ignated as "bog ore." 
It underlies the lowlands of the St. John, often 
cropping out in the banks of the lakes and. bayous 
which intersect that locality. This ore would be 
ea~ily mined, as it lays near the surface, and inex
haustible forests of timber, covering the soil in 
which it is imbedded, furnish a cheap anrl ready 
means for its reduction. · 

The advantages possessed'hy New Madrid County 
for manufacturing of various'kinds is unsurpassed. 
Her extensive forests of timber furnish material for 
the manufacture of all kinds of agricultural imple
ments, and of every article of nse of which wood is 
n component part, as al:io fuel to propel machinery. 
'.rlie excellent quality of her wheat, which al ways 
commands the highest price in market, would :fur
nish employment for one or two :first-Clas.~ mills. 
Iler cotton fields holcl out their snowy treasures 
invitingly to the spindle, whilst her majestic fields 
of .com, her luxuriant gro;vth of vegetables, her 
immense herds of cattle and other stock, give assur-

ance of an abundant a.nd cheap supply of the neces
saries of life. 

llfills, distilleries, cooper shops, agricultural im· 
plement manufacturers, wagon and carriage 
makers, cotton factories, blacksmiths, tanneries, 
shoemakers, builders and cabinet makers, would all 
find .this a desirable and profitable place to locate 
their business. 

THI<] COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGES 

of New Madrid County are unsurpassed by those of 
any county in the State. Her entire eastern front is 
washed by the Mississippi River, which affords her 
au uninterrupted channel <>f commun.ication with 
the Southern market at New Orleans, from which 
she is distant but a four daysl journey by steitmboat; 
and by means of the daily packets plying between 
St. Louis and ports below, and ]Jy boats going up the 
Ohio River, she .. has ready access to all the markets 
north and east. · 

On her northern border is the Oail·o, Arkansas & 
Texas Railroad, a branch of the St. Louis, Iron 
l\fountain & Southern, and eras.sing her center, 
from the town of Xew Madrid west to the interior 
connties, is the Little Ri\·er Valley and Arkansas 
Railroad, now in successful operation. Add to 
these a well-improved system of wagon roads, and 
it will readily be conceded that ample facilities are 
possessed for the transportation to market of all 
the surplus product of the forest, mine, field, farm 
and mannfactorv. 

Being auove tlle freezing point on the river and 
below obstructions to navigation, occasioned by 
low water,. with ample inland channels of com
munjcation, with the railroads and river, a mild, 
salubri•ms and healthful climate, rich and produc
tive soil, an honest and industrious population, 
New Madrid County offers as 

GREA.T INDUCEllIENTS 

for the seeker of a comfortable and permanent 
·home as can be'found in any locality in the great 
valley. 

NEWTON COUNTY. 

Newton County is situated-in the.extreme south
western pa1:t of the State, and is bounded on the 
north by Jasper County; on the west by the State of 
Kansas; on the south by llfcDonald County, and on 
the east by the Counties of Lawrence and Barry. 

WATER FEATTJRES. 

No defeet can reuder a country so little desirah!.e 
for habitation as its destitution of water. On ·the 
other hand, nothing affords greater ·pleasure than 
the contemplation of such streams, as in their 
meanderings irrigate the fruitful lawns of Newton 
County, and supply illimitable powe1·for all sorts of 
machinery. 

Shoal River is the principal stream, on account of 
its numerous mill sites and its uniformity of fall, 
ave:-aging about eight feet to the mile along the 

whole forty miles of its length in this county. It 
rises in Rarry County, and after receiving the waters 
of several tributaries, comes into this county at a 
p-0int east of Neosho, a beautifully clear stream of 
great capacity ~or driving machinery. It passes 
into Kansas within two miles of the northwest 
comer of the coµnty, having grown in volume quite 
one·half, and gathered at the Grand Falls, some 
:five miles aboYe, behind a n<itural dam of limestone 
it plunges over thirteen feet perpendicularly, form: 
iug a beautiful and imposing catal·act. The other 
stre'\mS of the county are·Xndian Creek and its two 
b1·a11ches, named respectively North and South 
Fork, Buffalo Creek, Lost Creek, Wari·en Creek, 
Fjve-l\Iile Creek, Rock Creek, Center Creek, and 
Jones' Creek. These all llow alternatively through 
timber and prairie. The beds of the.<e a.re at time!' 
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gravelly, and again of limestone formation. The 
larger streams teem with food fish of moderate 
~lze, consisting; chietly of perch, sucke1-, c.at, pike, 
bass, drum and buffalo. These beautifyl streams, 
w'ith their alluvial bottoms, fertile prairies, ready 
for the ·plowshare of the husbandman, and the soft, 
salub1'ions olimate, were aome of the attraction.a 
that induced the i;>arly ~ettlers to r.ome hundreds of 
miles from the lnst frontiersman,. and select his 
home in Newton County. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTHFULNESS. 

•ri.e ,,umate of Newton County is mild, temper:i.te, 
1md salubrious; lying, as it does, between latitude 
36° 30' :i.nd 37° north, it is not subject to extremes; 
either of he:i.t or <iold-the thermometer ra1·ely 
rising over.OS' Fahrenheit, and seldom falling below 
zero. The spley breezes, a11d reft·eshb1g showers, of 
spring, are only eqimled by the balmy; hazy, de-
lightful Indian summer of :iutumn. · 
·The thermal <londition of this county is at a safe 

distancie from southern epidemks, ·or pernicious 
fevertl of tho !:iouth, and disease~ of the lungs and 
air-passages, incident to the, extreme cold climate 
of the North, as well. · 

'l'ho prevailing disea•c;;; in this Mlmty are mild> 
intermitting nnd remitting, fevc1·s-mostly occur
ring in autumn, and tha early part of winter-with 
pneumonia, in the latter. part of winter and early 
part of spring. Nothing like 1111 epidemic has pre· 
vailed in this <iounty for the last thirty yea1•s, ex
cept ill the wintor of 18.~6-r-evirlemlt\ dysentery-of 
Which disett80 there haR been Only ll. Rporadic ease, 
now and then, HiMe that period. Typhoid fever is 
ahnostunknown in Newton dounty,and that fearful 
seou·1·ge, known as scal'littlna, is extremely rare. 

SCHOOLS. 

'l'here arc about HL'C thousand children of school 
age in Newton County. The territory ls divided 
int<> ne11o1· ninetischool districts, in_ which schovls 
.are opel;l anl!lnaUy from fom· to nine months. The 
fnnd to pay teachers is one-fourth of the State rev· 
enue, with specia.l .schoGl tax :i.nd other incoine fro1n 
Hpeeial funds. Graded schools in three points of· 
the <>onnty, Neosho, Granby and Newtonia. In ad· 
dition to the IlubHc schools, private, or subscription· 
S-Ohopls a.re oocasion:i.lly taught;. and, itt the eounty 
seat, Neosho, has been established an academy that 
is open fol·ty weeks in the year. 

.STOCK-RAISING, AGRICUJ,TURAI. AN".' ·GEN

ER.A'.L PRODUCTIONS. 

Stoek~raising in Newton County Wab engaged :.0. 
to some extent in the early settlement of the conn· 
try; horses, mules and cattle beiqg ehie11.y bi.e kind 
found most profitable. The horses and mules found 
a ready market in the South in the sngar and cotton 
regions. For oxen, !It Independence and Fort Leav
enwortl:., there was a great. dema.ntt in. the early 
times, they beirig used to a great extent as draft ani
mals for the Santa Fe and New Mexico trade. At 
the· close of the Wll,l', there was but little stock re. 
maini11.g in the country, and that of inferior quality. 
Shl<le that time, however, there has been a raJ?id 
improvement ill both numbers and breeding, so 
mmih, indeed, that now are found eattl• '1.o~s and 

sheep of breeds not to be surpassed· in the United 
States; an<l the people :i.re beginning to manifest an 
interest in blooded stock such as they have never 
shown before. As a showing ef the number and 
value of the anhuals shipped and d1·iven from this 
county, the following figures may be relied uvori as 
very nearly correct: 

There has been shipped, as shown by the books of 
the ra.ilroad company, from Ji.p1•il l&, 187!l, to April 
15, 1880: 

Cattle, 67cars,1,346, at$30per head." .. $40,400 
Rogs 1 126 " 7,560, ." 10 u. 751600 

Sheep, 8 " 529, " 3 1,560 
Horses and mules, 7 cars, 138, at $75 per 

head ...... · ............................. 9,975 

Totnl value ...... •· ................ $127,535 

It may be presumed there has been three times tli~ 
number of stock d1·ivea.ont of· the_ county that was 
shipped; estimating from this data, there has 1ieeu 
driven out: 

Cattle, 4,038, at $15 per head .•.• · •.••••• $60,400 

Sheep, 1,560, " 2 " :. ... •••• •• 8,120 
Horses and mules, 399, at $75 per head 29,926 

Tot.al value driven ............. , ••••• $ 93,541 

Total value shipped................ 127,535 

Gr:i.nd total ........ , .............. $221,076 

There h:i.s been stock ·shipped from Pierce City, 
near the e:i.stern boundary ot the county, and at 
Joplin, near the southwest corner of the county. 
Quite :i. large amount ls thus left out in the account, 
purposely, to offset what may hiwe heeii brought 
from other: counties ·to this .• Plenty of m1tritious 
grasses .and pure water, necel!Sary to tile growth 
nnd health .of stock, are to be found 11ere. Wild 
gra.sses llartieul:i.rly abound, covering hundreds and 
thousands of acres of unimproved lands, making fine 
summer ranges. Of the tame grasses, s11ch a.s blue 
grass, timothy, clover, millet and Hungarian, grow 
well here, and make excellent crops of hay; .and all 
kinds Of grains, such llS corn, Wheat, rye, oats and 
barley, d<,i well here, ml!.king the prudent and in
dustrious fa1'lller both happy and: prosperoµs. In 
fact, the fltrming facilities are surpassed by but few 
counties in. the State, i! any. Forty-seven crops 
have been tu.ken off one farm, ·with but little differ· 
enee in ·the yield. 

Tobacco grows finely, the latitude being about the 
same as the great tobacco region of Virginia. 

SOILS AN!l FINANCIAL CONDITION. 

Newton County is one of the border counties of 
the southwest part of the State, with McDonald 
County only lying south. It contains 610 square 
miles of land, nearly equally divided with timber 
and prairi,e, au producing well. 

The numerous streams of the ~unty are kept 
fiowing .the year round by never-failing spring;;; 
and these afford the best ktnd of water-power for 
all kinds of machinery, mueh of which is · alreruiy 
.in 011eration. T.he rainfall a.verages about forty
five inches per year, ani. the lands are not subject 
to severe dronth .. l'opulation, about 20,000 and the 
total taxable property, about $3,000,ooo. There is no 
bonded indebtedness, and tile rate of .taxa.ti011 is 
one and thirty one-hundredths dollars per one 
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hundred dollars. Two railroads pass through the 
county with some fifty miles of rail1·oad bed; other 
roads in contemplation. The land ls composed 
principally of two kinds. of soil: 1-The coarse 
gravel, or black soil; is rich, easily worked, and 
produces well. 2-,The mulatto sou; a rich, reddish 
loam, well suited to the growth of corn, wheat and 
other cereals. 

THE GROWING COMMERCE 

o:f this county is owing largely to the mineral re
sources, railroad facilities and productiveness of 
the soil. Besides Neosho, the county seat, there are 
a number of other fiourlshing towns that afford im· 
portant centers Of trade and COllllllerce ; and, taking 
. these· into consideration, with the heavy mining in· 
terest of the county, it is safe to say that commerce 
has trebled in the last few years, and it is impossible 
to foretell what it will be in the next decade. Some 
idea may be formed of this by the following state· 
ment .of shipmei;it of producits: 

Value. 
'\Vlleat-866 car loads, 400 bushels 

to car •..•••..••..•••...••••••••••• $ 14,660 00 
Lead-76 · e.ar foads, 2.!,000 lbs. .t,o 

car. • •••..•.••......•.••. , • • . . . • • • 48,6'20 oo 
Zinc-1,043 car loads, 26,000 lbs. to 

car .••••••• ; •••.•.•..••••.•.•..•.•• 176,352 00 
Tobaceo-13 car loads, 24,000 lbs. 

to car .•. , .•.••....••.•••. , ..... :.. 15,600 oo 
Tripoli-6 car l<Jads, 20,000 lbs. to 

car ........ " ........ : •••• :.......... 2,400 oo 
Total valuation ......... -. ..... $'257,632 oo 

Thus, it will be seen that, by aggregating with the 
above stock shipped and delivered, amounting to 
~,076.00, a grand total of $590,060.00 as the e.ommer· 
eial transactions of Newton County for one year. 
'rhere are some minor. products whic.h might be 
men.tioned, but suilicient has been said to show that 
NeWton County aifords abundant attmctions for 
the immigrant. 

GRAPE CULTURE. 

The :first Tineyard was planted in :Newton County 
in 1866, ·and since then, more tl1a11 t\vo hundred 
yarieties of .\.~erican grapes, Vlith the . fO!lowing 
results: The Concord and all other Yarieties of the 
ea>tern Fox grape species (bitns I.nrbrnsa), do not 
iail to make strong, healthy growth, and set 1ine 
crops of fruit every spring. nut the grapes yery 
often rot and fall off when nearly g1·own, and only 
iu ·seasons· of great drouth do they remain healthy 
and bring good returns. This whole family of vines, 
to which belong the large majority of our cultivated 
gr'!lpes, is, therefore, being abandoned, not only 
here, bnt e'\"erywhere in the Middle and Southern 
States of the 'Lnion. More promising are grapes of 
the winter grape species (Y. Riparia). Highly im· 
proved varieties of this species have la~ly ·been 
introduced. They 11re all being tried here and prom~ 
ise well; but longer experience is necessary before 
it ca11 be safely said tbey are free enough ,from rot 
for general cultivation in the South. 

The only· grapes that have so far given entire 
satisfaction here, belong to the species (V • .iEtesti
valis), generally known .as the summer grapes. 
'I'wo varieties of these species, the No,t:on's Vir· 
gin!a, and Cynthiana, have been cultivated since 

1866. They.have never failed, even in the worst sea-· 
sons, to produce large, healthy crops; and we can 
now safely say, they are the surest fruit grown here. 

The true home of the northern 1Etestivalis, or 
summer gra1ie, is Southwest )Iissouri, 4rkansas 
and Indian Territory, and this probably accounts· 
for the fact that until of late years so little atten· 
tion. was paid to these vines by the leading· grape· 
growers of. the United States, ·Jiving further north· 
and east. But this is fast changing now. The· 
"Neosho/' a wild summer grape, of Newton County, 
is being planted, not only in a large portion of this 
country, but also in France, where American grapes 
are used to re-establish the vineyards destroyed by 
phyloxera, and the native summer grapes are pre
fe1Ted to all others. And yet, this grape is only the . 
forerunner of· what is to come. For "the last four· 
teen years, the vine-growers have made it their 
special business to collect and cultivate the .finest 
wild summer grapes of Southwest Missouri, Ar· 
kausa,s and Indian Territory, as well as to raise im
proved seedlings from them. The best and health!· 
est.of this large collet,tion will soon be named. and 
introduced to the public. ;\moug them will be the 
11rst and only large summer grapes ill cultivation. 
·Judging from the general satisfaction the Neosho is 
giving, it may he e>..-pected t11eir introduction will 
give new impetus to grape culture, especially in the 
Southern States. 

1''RUITS. 

'Wild fruits of many sorts grow here in abun
dance, and of good quality-the grape, persinlmon, 
paw-paw, plum, haw, mulberry, gooseben-y, black
ben-y, raspben·y and strawberry. Cultivated fruits 
of kinds adapted to the latitude succeed admh·ably 
in most cases, with failures of crops as rare as 'in 
any locality in the Weste1'.ll States. •Orchards, well · 
selected, well planted, and' well cared for, come to 
bearing' early, and produce large crops· of .jine fruit, 
of excellent ilavor. Five years from the nursery, 
most \·arieties-of apples or pears come into bearing, 
with only three or four years for some. Peaches .. 
fre<1ueutly bloom the second year from tile bud or 
seed. Pear trees (standard Bartlett's), set font' 
years ago, are now showing fruit, and dwarfs, two· 
years' set, bloom abundantly. · 

The Morello ehen-ies succeed here better than the 
Heart or Biga1Tean. Trees and fruit of the :formel" 
are easily raised-the latter With di.fiiculty. The 
plum has the same enemies here as elsewhere; but 
the Ch1clmsaw and Wild Goose seldom fail to bring 
la1·ge crops without labor. 

Ill short, it niay be· safely a:ffii-med, that if ohe 
desires to cultivate here any of the :huits of a tern 
perate climate, by using good judgment in selecting 
his location, and in choosing his varieties, and with 
industry and care in setting and cultivating them, 
11e incurs almost no risk o;f failure to produce large 
and regniar crops of fine and excellent fruit. 

MINERALS. 

The lead.and zinc mines of Newton County and 
.Southwestern.Missouri are certainly the riehest ever 
found in the United Stit.tes, and seem inexhaustible. 
The mineral formations here do not indicate the ex"· 
istence of any valuable ores, exeei;>t !~ad and r.inc. 
The lead ore is principally galena, i. e., sulphide of 
lead. Occasionally, large deposits of carbonate of 
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len.d n.re fannd. 'l'he only other ore of len.d found 
in t.his yicinity is pyro•morphHe or phosphate oi 
lead. rl,hjs exists in very snutll quantities. In 
zinc oresj ut the Grn.nby l\Iine and innnedi::ite 
vicinity, principa1ly silicate is found; some hlende, 
or sulphide, with a, little carl>onate. 

At .Joplin, .Jasper Oonnty, hlendc predominates. 
In Granby and \'icinit~·ii.re the ri1•.llest zinc (silicate) 
n1h.ics ever Uiscovcre;d.. A_ correct report of the 
prod1iction of zinc und lead ores from the mines o{ 
GTnnby and innnedinte neighborhood, for the past 
fifteen 1nonths, t.a,11 be given. 

J:i,.,irst six ln9uths) 187H, zinc, pounds .. 6,4c1-1,700 
Ltl.s t " 7 ,51.>4-,SOO 
First tJ•ree mouths, 1880, pounds •... G,655,:100 

'l'otal.. ............................. 20,66'1,SOO 

During this period from the sumo mines were 
raised, .. of .lead ore, 2.1027,'12B }HHUHl~, and heavy 
ra.i.us iutierferred with 1nining for two n1onths- in 
the year. 'l'h<J great differe.nee .in the quantity of 
zine. and lead raised arises from the fact that 
sillcnte of ziuc URunlly lies in inuch l:n·ger bodies 
thitn 1eud ore. While the silicate is foml<l in sheets, 
varying from. one to eight feet; in thickness, the 
lead iH nsua.Uy fonnd in detacbetl musses or blol\ks. 
'rbe 7;i1Hj :tnd lead a.hove mcntiouc<l aro the results 
of t;!l(l .41bor. of two hund1·cd and 1ift.y miners; and 
would compare favom!Jly, in a pecuniary point of 

" view, with the product of that much l!tbor, either in 
agriculture or the m.echanical arts. 'rhe lnines give 
&n excellent market to the farmer and gardener; 
uud these mines arc surrounded hy good agricnl· 
tur:i.l ln.nds, for sale by tile St. Louis <'!; Sun ]'run
cisco Itnllway Oo1i1pauy. '.!:his (;ompuny no longer 
horns a mineral rcRi:lrvation in their !:ind contructs
u wise move. There is some good lmilding stone. 
Sand is scarce in Newton County. Limestone in 
abundance, itnd good sandstone for hniltling. 

The mines of Southwest Missouri m·e in their in
fancy. Thousands of a0res of mineral lands arc 
untouched itn>l for sale hy tho Uailro!\d Company. 
There are (to the practical eye o! the miner) certain 
surface indfoations that denote the existence of 

lead and zinc. ores. Xone have. ever lieeun1c so ex:~ 
pert ns to he ahle to locate exact!;- the lJodies of ore, 
except hy accident; yet, one familiar with the 
ha1idwrH:ing o:f.Xature, cau safely aay,vhetller those 
ores exist in a.uy giycn eighty acres of land, where 
the intlit•.utions have an outcrop. 

1rherc Hl"e !"01118 very.large NLVet"llS in these llliUCS 

containing ve1·y beautiful stn.la.etitic and stn.lttgmitic 
formatiom~ Di carbonate of ]in1e. 

)IANUFACTURING INTERESTS. 

Newton County luts largc nnd groi.ving inanufac~ 
turing interests. Her ten wagon factories hnve a 
wide reputation, and made last year about 2,500 
·wagons. J!1ive of these fnetories arc at Neosho, two 
at ~c'''tonia, two at Grnn1Jy, and one at Rite.hey~ 
Neosho hn .. s an extensive plo1v factory, which turns 
out 'i,000 plows unmrnlly. 8,he also has a foundry 
and miwhine-shop, us well n.s a planing mill. There 
are el.eYen :!louring mills in the count~'"; orie " .. oolCn 
mill at Neosho, a.Jl(l a patent lime kciln. ll!artling 
has t·wo tobacco f41,ctories n.nd one cigar factory; 
also, a piano-l1ulcimcr factory. 'J'he Grnnby leut'.\ 
furnaces are among the most complete in the 
United States. · 

HELIGIOrs AND SOCIAL •. 

:N"ewton Oountr is not behind in her religions and 
social interests. Slle llas twenty-two church edi
fices-eight of which ·are at Neosho, three at Gran· 
hy, three at Newtonia, and the remaining eight are 
in the rural districts. Tliere are many more church 
orgn.nizations ·which have no buildings, but ·which 
occupy some of om• eighty-one school-houses. The 
following denominations .are represented in om: 
coumy:. The Missio11a1y Baptists, the 1''ree Will 
Baptists, tho l\Ietllodist Epise.opal, the Methodist 
Episcopal, South; the Protestant l\Iethodists, the 
Presbyterians, the Cumherlnnd PreslJytcrians; the 
Oongregntionalists, the. Uomn.11 Catholics, the Chris· 
tians, the .8.dYcntists, the Dunlmrds, the Mennon
ites, and thll Episcopnlians 

NODAW""~y COUNTY. 
J\odawny is one o:f t.lie best agricnlturttl counties 

in llrif!fOuri. 

;,\OIL AND SGRFACI<; CHAl~ACTElt!STIGS. 

'rhe soil is n deep, rieh, black loam, so closely re
sembling tlre best prairie lands of Illinois that it is 
ditncnlt to cletect uuy differenee. 

"\bout seven-eighths of the <'..mmty is prhlde and 
bottom land, and one-eighth timber land; and 
almost every acre-prairie, bottom or timber-ls 
f\usbeptilJle ~>f ~high state of cultivation. There is 
plenty o! timber for all time. to come. 

'l'he county is watered hy thl'ee 'large streams, 
. flowing fro1n north to 8outh, tLnd water-power is 

abun<lant. 
Some conl mines are now worked, yet the coal in· 

tm·est is in its infancy. 

nm CLIMATE. 

'1'!1e winters are usually tlry and healthy; the snm. 
n1er sea.sons are none too long, nor too hot. Health 
is good~ \\""ator,.of \Vells, springs antl sh·e~ms, and 
good we!l-wttter-limest(lne-iire easily found any· 
where .. Depth of wells, fifteen to sbctyfeet; average 
and usual depth, twenry.fonr feet. • 

l'ROD\JCTIOXS. 

The chief im1ustry is ttgriculture, gro\viug and 
feeding cattle and hogs. The principal crop is corn; 
yet ,yheat~ oats, barley, rye and other giiiins a.re 
grown very extcn•ively. l\Iore thn.n three·fifths of 
the connt:; is now nntler cultivation. 
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WATER-POWER. 

There are a good many water-mills, distributed at 
convenient places on the Nodow<iy, the One Hun
dred and '.rwo and Platte Rivers, and mauy mill 
sites on each of said streams not yet utilized. 

SHEEP-RAISING AND STOCK-GROWING. 

Sheep-growing is an industry rapidly on the in
crease. The undulating prairie lands are well 
.:idapted to the sheep interest. There are woolen 
mills, where excelle11t cloths are made. 

l!'RUITS. 

Apples, peaches, and pears, do well here. '.rhe 
grape is grown with ease; a sure·crop, and good 
wine is made therefrom. Small fruits do well. 

El>UCA'rIONAL-RELIGIOrs A..""D SOCIAL. 

The social privileges are excellent. 'l'here are one 
hnndred and fifty-four school-houses in the county, 
built at a cost of from four hundred dollars to eight 
hundred dollars each. 

The County School Fund exceeds twenty-three 
thousand dollars, and is annually increasing. 'l'here 

are over thirty churches in tlie counby, representing 
the leading Christian sects. 

Maryville, the county· seat, has a good public 
library. There are sb: newspapers, and the general 
tone of society is good. Peace and plenty prevail. 
A man may think aud vote as he pleases; his right 
is unquestioned; and he stands the saine-democrat, 
republican, or otherwise-none to molest or disturb 
him. 

RAILROADS 

run through the county, so that it is a matter of 
great ease to get about. There are through lines to 
Chicago, and the East; St. Louis, and tl'l,e East and 
South, Omaha and the \Vest. · 

l!'INANCIAL. 

The county is out of de ht; taxes are light, and 
times are good. 'l'lle roads are well bridged and 
repaired, leading in every direction. 

l;'OR FARl\HNC~ AND GRAZING, 
I 

this section is not surpassed by any county in the 
West. The people are industrious, intelligent, en
terprising, and are determined to succeed. 

OREGON COUNTY. 

Oregon County is ime of the southern tier of 
counties, and was organized in the year 1845, and 
contains an area oi over 500,000 acres. This is one 
af the favored counties of South Missouri. Unlike 
other counties of that section, 1t is quite varied in 
character, the north and northeastern part being 
hilly and high rolling plateau, and principally cov
ered with pine forests; yet, rhere i;; an immense 
amount of good farming fancl in that.part of the 
{:onnty, known as the Irish settlement. 

CHARACTER 01'' THE LAND. 

In the south and southwestern part of the county 
the greater part of the land is arable and :fitted for 
cultivation, the timber consisting mostly of hickory 
and oak, the soil being a rich, sandy loam, and in 
that i1art of the county there is a greater amount of 
river and creek bottom land, perhaps, than in any 
other <·ounty of that section ·of the State, for, by 
referring to the map of Missouri, it will be seen 
that t11e river, Eleven .Points, winds through the 
('ounty, in such a way that it is over :fifty miles from 
whe.re the river enters it .on the west to where it 
crosses• the line on the southeast part. Freder
icks' I<'ork runs almost through tbe entire county, 
a!ld there is MoarPely a place, from its head t6 its 
mouth, but there is farming land of the very bes.t 
<1ualiry; then the Warm Fork, of Spring ~iver, 
in the southwestern part, running through over 
twenty miles of the <·ounty, can hardly be surpassed 
in the State for its quality of farming land, and, 
there are many small tributaries ·to these streams 
mentioned, the valleys of which are very rieh in 
soil. In the last named portion of the Mnnty, 

that is, south of the river, Eleven Points, there i~ a 
vast. amount of valley and uplands, or hickory flats, 
all of which is good farming land, and easily pre
pared for the plow and pnt into cnltivatiob. This is 
also one of the best watered conn ties in the State, 
and every foot of land not in cultivation, whether 
it be ya!ley, plateau or hill ·side, is covered from 
the tlrst of April to the middle of November of each 
year with a rhih growth of wild grass, which is very 
fine for grazing and stock-raising. There are sev · 
eral natural curiosities i'n the county, in the way of 
large springs o,- fountains, one of which bolls np 
almost at the top of "' mountain, and covers an 
are~ of over one acre, the water running oft down 
the mountain at the rate of twenty miles an hour, 
making quite a river, and being an inexhaustible 
power for machinery. 

AGRICULT'CRAL RESOl'RCES. 

The soil is adapted to almost everything-wheat, 
corn, cotton, oats, rye, potatoes, and peanuts, etc.; 
in fact, nearly everything that grows from Maine to 
Florida, can be grown successfully In ·this county. 
In cotton alone, for the year 1879, tl!ere were raided 
in the limits of the county 1,620 bales, of five hundred 
pounds each, which, at :fifty dollars per bale, yielded 
a profit ot $81,000; and it is estimated that, for the 
year 1580, there will be double that amount raised; 
as to corn, it would be difti<mlt to estimate the 
amount that was raised, bnt it may be safely ,;aid 
that there is more corn now than the present popu
lation can consume during the season. It sells from 
twenty to thirty-five cents per bushel, which is 
evidence that it is plenty. 
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STOCK-RAISING 

has been found very profitable, as stock will live 
most of the year without feed, hogs living, and even 
fattening, the entire winter, on the acorns of the 
woods. It is espec,ially adapted to sheep-raising. 
A great portion of the tillnble land is yet in a wild 
state, unimproved, and can be hought for a nominal 
sum0 mHl these llLuds are not owned by for
eign speculators and land "holders/* but belong 
mostly to residents of the county, who are 
willing to sell fail"ly, aud are now almost daily 
selling them and eirnhanging them for personal 
prop~rty to immigrants and "bona fide" set· 
tler$. 

POPULATION, SCHOOLS AND COUNTY SEA.T. 

Oregon County has a population of over 6,000; has 
thirty-eight school districts, organized and in good 
running order; has a permanent school fund, arising 
from the sale of the sixteenth section and other 
sources, to the amount of $2,230, the interest on 
which is applied annually to the support of public 
schools; besides, the county gets annually from the 
State school fund about $1,800-nll of which, with 
a small tax raised by each distTict, supports a fine 
public school from four to sL"" months each year. 

Alton is the county seat, situated near the center, 
and is a business point of no mean importance. 
There are other small towns in the county, viz.: 
Thomasville, Clifton, and Payne City or Sutton ville. 

OSAGE COUNTY. 

Ogage County is located in the central portion of 
the State, having the. \\!issouri lUver for its nort,hcrn 
boundary; the Oilagc hiver and Cole County is the 
western boundary, while llfarics iirnl \\filler Conn tics 
join lt on the south, mid Gascona<le county bounds 
it on ihe cast. 

In arei1 it contain~ it!Jout 600 square miles, itnd 
1.hcre are :!HS,.J71 acres on t.hc Msessor's hooks. The 
total valuation of the county, for the year 1870, wits 
$2,276,uG4-rcnl estate, $1,257,07il; personal propert7, 
$1,019,501. 

GENERAL ItESOURCES. 

1'hc rcsourceR of the e.otmty itrc very abundant, in 
timber itnd iron ore-the hitter ilt c.xhaustless <1uan
tity. Lead ore, too, !tits been found in the county, 
but the localities are known to only !L few persons. 
00111 Jndications are very few, and thus far no coal 
bank has been worked. 

'.l'hc timber is composed of several varieties of 
tho oak, walnut, hickory, wild cherry, pecan, elm, 
linn or basswood, hitckbei·ry, maple, sycamol"e, ash, 
cottonwood, etc. On the river bluffs ceclar is found. 

In addition to the above, the following wild fruit 
trees all!l shrubs abound: Persimmon, crab·apple, 
thorn apple, paw-paw, plum, black haw, chen-y, 
bla(\kberry, raspberry, etc. The wild grape grows 
most hn..-uriantly in all sections of the (\onnty, both 
on the high ancl low lands. 

J>HYSICAL FEATURES ANI> PRODUC'rIONS. 

The county is greatly diversified and abounds in 
Jtills and valleys, also bottom lands and fiats. The 
hill.a are not high mountain ranges, !mt usually gen
tle declivities, and many arc cultivated. The valleys 
arc productive, and the bottoms e.x:ceedingly so, 
while the :ffats repay the farmer well for ltiB la!Jor. 
Corn i8 the staple crop; wheat next in value. Oats 
are raised in abundance. Rye, buckwheat, Hnnga
rian grass, fiax, etc., produce good crops, but are not 
extensively cmltivated. 

IIo;!;s and cattle are raised for market, soareH!teep 
:mtl poultry, but not so much capital invested in the 
two lu.st nitmed as might be, at a good proftt. 

'.l'he prineipal business of the people is farming. 
A few are engaged in converting the timber into rail
road ties, for u;;e on the "woodless plains of the far 
West." '.rliere are no statistics of the "tie bnsi
ncss," but it wonlcl lie within limit to say, Osage 
County furnished $40,000 worth of ties within the 
last twelve month.? .. 

The manufacturing resources of the county are 
entirely undeveloped, 11nd are worthy of considera
tion and investigation, !Jy those who desire, or 
intend, to invest in ntannfacturing projects. 

The county is well watered by the Missouri, Osage, 
and Gasconade Rivers, and unnumbered springs, 
creeks and branches .. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The means of transportation in the county are not 
eon:Jlned to the Missouri Pacific Railroad, which 
passes through the north part of the eount7, from 
east to west. In addition to the facilities afforded 
by this road, the Osage and Gasconade Rivers, as 
·well as the Missouri River, offer ways to m11rket. 

FINA.'<CIAL CONDITION-RELIGIOUS AND 
EDUCATIONAL. 

Osage county has no "ritilroad bonds" in market, 
of any sort-good, !Jitd or indifferent; nor bonds of 
any other kind. 

The county is out of debt, has one of the !Jest 
court houses in the State, and a stone jail, with 
cages. The fiuancial condition is most e.x:cellent. 
There are sL""ty-four organized school districts. in 
the county; many of tltesedistrietshave tw1.1 sehools 
in session at once, and the school term ranges from 
six to eight months. 

The religious denominations are all, or nearly all, 
represertted in the county. The Catholics have 
nrn.ny large congregations, and several elegant 
churches. The other denominations also have 
cllure.h buildings in vitrions localities, itnd all are 
well attended by attentive congregations. 

There is an institute at Westphalia, o:t high gmde, 
presided over by a superioress, assisted by several 
Sisters. This school is under the exclusive oontrol 
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of the Catholics. .At this institute many of the sons 
and daughters of Osage ha>e obtained a good edu
eation, and others are following in their footsteps. 
Loose Creek also has a school of high grade, con
ducted bv the Catholic Sisters. Chamois has a tine 
school b~ilding, and a :first-class school. Linn has 
two schools; but the school houses are not large 
enough to contain all the pupils. Dauphine is able 
to have a school term of about ten months in the 
year. Richfountain and Keoltztown have parish 
schools, in addition to their public schools. 

MILLS, ETC. 

.A.t Chamois, Dauphine, Loose Creek, Linn, West
phalia, Owen's Jlfill, Cooper Hill, Linnwood, "\Vel
eome, and Fredericksburg, there are steam mills, 
whel·e the people get their grain converted into 
:tlonr and meal, and their timber into lumber. In 
addition to the above, there is a fiour and saw mill; 
also, a carding machine, on the bank of the Gas
conade River, said river furnishing the motive 
power. .Stores and blacksmith shops are not con
:tlned to towns-they are to be found everywhere, 
all over the county. 

GENERAL ADVA ... ""<TAGES. 

There are twenty-four post-offices in the county, 
and mail facilities are good. 

"\\'agonmakers, plowmakers,shoemakers, harness
makers, etc., are located at various points in the 
county. 

Building material is abundant, in the shape of 
limestone, sandstone, cotton-rock, and brick-clays. 
Timber, in abundance, everywhere. Sand, of ex
cellent quality, is abundant, on the river banks and 
in the creeks. 

.Apples, pea.ches, pears, plums, quinces, cherries, 
etc., are cultivated extensively, and produce ex
cellent crops of luscious fruit. Many varieties of 
the grape are cultivated, and superb wines can be 
made. 

In political matters, tp.e county is "mi....:ed.'' 
.A.bout one-half the county officers are Democrats; 
the balance are Republicans. The Democrats had 
a majority, in 1876, on the presidential ticket; while 
the Republicans had a majority for their candidate 
for Governor. 

It is unknown who will be elected in this county , 
to office until the votes are counted-so closely 

yoked a.re the two parties-and this nearn6Ss of 
votes is, no doubt, a great benefit to the county. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

There are several thriving villages in the county. 
Linn is the county seitt. 

Westphalia is near the Osage River, and is em
phatically a German town. 

Richfountain is near the Gasconade River, and is 
also a German town. 

Keoltztown is near the Maries County line, and is 
also German. 

Loose Creek village is some five miles from the 
Osage, and its inhabitants are principally Ger
mans. 

Dauphlne, as the name indicates, is a French 
village, located in the northwest corner of the 
county, near the Missouri River, on the Missouri 
Paci:fic Railroad. 

Medora-on the same road and on the banks of the 
same river-is quite a shipping point for ties. 

Chamois is located on the Missouri Paci:fic Rail
road, not far from the Missouri River, and is the 
largest town in the county. The railroad company 
have a round-house and machine shops here. Pop
ulation mixed. 

Fredericksburg, on the bank of the Gasconade 
River, is quite a shipping point. 

Cooper's IIill, or Gas burg, is located about half a 
mile from the Gasconade, and is quite a business 
point. 

Linnwood ls located on Contrary Creek, and is a 
business center for that neighborhood. 

Castle Rock is a shipping point on the Osage 
River - only about eight miles from Jefferson 
City. 

Owens' Mill is on the Gasconade River, and hll.S 
become noted for the business transacted there in 
shipping, or rather rafting, ties. 

Beogel·'s Store is the center of a large neighbor
hood trade; store, blacksmith-shop, etc. 

Feuersville is quite a trading point. 
Mount Hill, store, blacksmith-shop and two church 

buildings. 
Babbtown, Belle, Bailey's Creek, Byron, Kiddridge 

and Peachland, are simply county post-offices, with
out being trade centers. 

Surprise is a small trade center, lately estab
lished. 

OZARK COUNTY. 

Ozark County is located in the center of the 
southernmost tier of counties, and i3 bounded on 
the north by Douglass County; on the soµth by the 
State of .Arkansas; east by Ho\'fell County, and west 
by Taney County. The present population of the 
eounty numbers about 6,500. 

SURFACE CHAlM.CTERISTICS. 

The hills and valleys give Ozark County a plea•
antty diversiJl.ed landscape. The soil is .,-aried. 

The uplands afford :tlne !l'razing: as well as farm
ing lands, and the bottom lands are richly produc
tive. There is an abundance of grass on the hills 
and among the timber for stock, and also plenty of 
:fine, running water. The principal streams of the 
county are Bryant's Fork of White River, which 
flows into the North Fork of Vthite River, and a 
number of smaller tributaries of the same rivers. 
There i,' ocarcely a square mile of land in the county 
not well 5Upplied with water, and drouth is some
thing unknown. 
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PRODUCTIONS AND J\'IARKETS. 

The principal productions of the soil are corn, 
wheat, oats, rye, barley, potatoes, tobacco, sorghum, 
and every variety of fruit and vegetables suitable to 
this latitude. 

The county being an" off railroad" county, as yet 
the chief market for the farmers of Ozark is in 
Ai·kansas, where the cotton raisers create a demand 
for all the surplus productions. 

CLIMATE AND Hl<cALTH. 

No county in the State is blessed with a more 
salubrious climate, and the general health is at all 
times good. Very few suffer from miasmatic dis
eases, and consurnption, unless heraditary, is 
unknown. The pure water and fresh hill breezes· 
bring about this pleasant sanitary condition. 

'rIMBER SUPPJ,Y. 

Ozark County is remarkably well timbered, and 
tho su11ply can never rnn short. Saw mills are· 
found in various parts of the cmmty, and theh" pro
due.ts fm·m a con~iderable item of imblic wealth. 
'White and red o;tk, post-oak and pine, with black
jack m1d hickory, ~lre the prevailing forest varieties; 
besides, 1vater onk, black walnut, cypress, red cedar) 
elder, ehn, a.nd dogRwood. 

RELIGIOUS AND lUJUC:A'J'IONAL FACILITIES. 

Tho county is well supplied with public stihools, 
supported by the State; and county school funds, 
and clnn·chc.s of the various denominations afford 
opportunities for religious worship. The tone of 
society is good, notwi·thstanding the isolated loca-

tion of the county, and crime is a rarity, but when 
committed is punished with vigor. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

In 1876, by the report of the State Auditor, Ozark 
County had 46,044 acres of assessable land, valued 
at $125,780, and 58 town lots, valued at $4,865; 1,741 
horses, at $52,983; 400 mules and asses, llt $13,5;";7; 

4,482 cattle, at $38,559; 3,849 sheep, at $3,895; 7,926 

hogs, at $9,518. The total taxable wealth, including 
other personal property, was $289,.500. Since that 
time there has been a steady increase. The rate of 
taxation is low, as the tax-payer is not burdened 
with bonded indebtedness, as in m_any other 
counties. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

Land is cheap iu Ozark. Owing to its location, it 
is thinly settlccl at present, although immigration 
seems to. be setting in this direction. Government 
lands still remain foi- entering, and farms can be 
purchased at from three dollars upward, according 
to improvements. 

TOWNS. 

Gainesville, the county seat, is a flourishing town, 
and offers good business opportunities. '.l'he other 
towns in the county, all of 1vhich are favorably 
located for future growth, are St. Leger, Rock
bridge, Neth, Almaratha, Isabella and Piland's 
Store. 

'.l'he advantages offered by Ozark County to the 
immigrant :1re substantial. The lands are rich and 
productive and cheap; the climate healthful, and 
societ-y good. He can live che::tply, and, by coming 
early, grow with the growth of the county. 

PEMISCOT COlTNTY. 

This cotmty lies in the extreme southeastern 
portion of the State. 

Pemiscot County, taking its name from a bayou 
of the sa1ne name, originally culled " Pcma.scon," 
and meaning "rich mud," ·was once a part of 
New Madrid County, from which it was stricken 
off in 1850. Tho north boundary line is somewhat 
below the parallel of sno 30' north latitude, and 
is very irregular, over lrnlf tile distance being 
natural water-courses. Its eastern boundary is the 
Mississippi River, giving the county a water front 
of over forty-five statute miles. The south boun
dary line being the line between the States of 
Missouri and Arkansas, is on t.he parallel of 36° 
north latitude, and extends west from the Missis· 
aippi River, thirteen and one-half miles, to a point 
two and one-half miles west of range line No. 10 
east. '.l'he western bounda.-y conforms to the sub
division line, running north, to within one and one
fourth miles of tile northern boundary line of town
ship 20, north range 10 east. The county has a 
population of 3,200. · The county of New Madrid lies 
north of Pemiscot and Dunklin on the west. 

THE AREA 

of the county in square miles is 478, equal to 306,345 
acres. Of this number of acres, there are 4,498 of 

United States lands reserved by the Government for 
homesteads to actu:ll settlers, which can be had by 
he,ids of families by paying land office fees, and 
residing on the land entered, Jive years. 41,772 acres 
belong to the county and can be entered at the 
county land office, at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre. 

6,110 acres are unsold schoollands, belonging to 
the townships in which they lie. 15,515 acres are in 

lakes and Little River overflows. 238,447 acres have 
been sold, and are now owned by different indi
viduals, by the United States and by the county, 
and on which taxes are levied. 

SLANDERS REFUTED. 

Pemiscot County has been published to the 'vorld 
by those who know but little of its geography and 
topography, as an um·eclaimahle swamp county, 
with but now and then a ridge of land rising out of 
the waters, miasmatic pens, and disease-breeding 
morasses, . like oases from a Sahara. No greater 
mistake was ever made hy man in the description of 
any county, nor has greater injustice ever been 
done any portion of the State than has been done 
the southeastern portion of Missouri by its defamers. 
There is as little waste land as can be found in any 
OOUllty of the State. There are not5,oooacres in the 
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county that cannot lie reclaimed. All that is needed 
t-0 make the lowest lan<ls the best and richest in the 
world, is a judicious syste1u oi drainage, ElUCh as 
reclaimed millions of acres in the old world, and 
not only converted them into happy homes for 
thousands o:f families, but rendered them a source 
of revenue to the government. No dykes are needed 
around the lakes as a barrier again~t the floods of 
oue great river, as in the case of the great Harlem 
Lake, reclaimed from the inflowing waves of the 
sen; nor is powerful machinery needed to pump 
out, sipe and rain water. The natural slope of the 
country, :1 fall of six irn;hcs.per mile, from east to 
west, ancl se;-en inches from north to south, is 
sufficient to drain the water from the deepest lake 

·in the county, and render it susceptible of being 
conYerte<l into a fitting and fertile field, where the 
green corn Cfi.n ,,~ave its broud leav-es and grain rear 
its golden head in the gentle breezes of heasen. 
liere, too, the many-hued cotton bloom can smile to 
the southern sun, from .-:hich.it deriYes its beauty 
arid its wealth. 

Nature works great changes in the physical con
formation of countries. It is a skillful engineer. In 
former years the great river, at certain periods, 
poured its mighty floods over Southeast :Missouri, 
and oyer Pemiscot County particularly, sometimes 
sweeping from the face of the earth the habitation 
of the hardy pioneer, and wiping out in: au hour his 
little accumulation of pro pcrty. The richness of 
the soil is due to these former overfiows. 

SOCIAL A..'<D EDuCATIONAL. 

Ckil law is enforced and moral law respected as 
much in Pemiscot County as in any other. Peace 
officers are not menaced by mobs, and justice is 
meted out and admin.istered by the proper powers, 
without let or h.indrance. The county has a good 
court house, where Justice sits without fear of 
molestation; church houses, where the gospel is 
preached by "11 denominations of Christians, with
out fear of interruption; school houses, where· is 
employed the best talent to be had to teach children 
all branches taught in English schools. 

The School Fund is securely guarded, and not al
lowed to be stolen or squandered by sharpers, or 
otherwise perrnrted from its proper channels. The 
county has nineteen school districts organized, and 
in those districts where the interest on the capital 
innd is not sn:fficient to keep up a J'our, a six, and 
sometimes eight months' selwol during the year, a 
tax for that purpose is ;-oted l1y the fax-payers, 
levied and collected. A newspaper is pulJlished at 
the county see.t-an ardent adyocate of public 
school:;, free re.lighn1 and free speech. It has an 
iniluence upon the morals of the community, which 
is salutary. 

aGRICULTl:RE. 

In regard to the agricultural character of the 
county, it may be said that it is well adapted to the 
raising of corn, cotton, tobacco, Irl.sh and sweet p0-
tatoes, the sml!ll grains, and a great Y:ariety of fruits. 
Exper1ments ·with grasses .show that lJlue grass 
grow~ as vi.-eU as llIHJn its ''natural lleath,H Ken
tucky. Hay, from timt•thy, (:lo>er and red-top. is 
grown, as line as ever grew in the northern, hay. 
growing States. 

The orch&rdist has found that apples, peaches 

and pears grow as well in Pemiscot County as in 
the famous fruit-raising counties of :'>cw York and 
OhioJ or any other State; hut as a general thing, 
trees do better when taken from nurseries of this 
latitude and south, than when imported from Xorth
ern nurseries. Grapes, quinces, plun1s, cllerries, 
gooseberries, currants, stra\vberries, etc .. , gro·;..,·, and 
yield as well, nnd are of a flavor equal to the san1e 
kinds raiserl in other States or in the northern parts 
of this State. 

LIYE STOCI~-

Pariners "\Vho have heretofore been lucky enough 
to ha ye lands above the 1niter, lu1ve made n1011ey 
raising live stoek. r.rhe winter:; arc short, aud)toek 
in the country require but little feed; and cattle 
and horses wh.ich take to the cane-brakes during 
the '\'finte'r come out in good condition in the 
spring. 

'l'he wootls abound'. with the fu1est kind of fall 
gra.sse.s, upon ·which cattle fatten, and are often put 
upon the ina.i-ket without lJeing fed nn car of corn,, 
or any kind of fodder. The oak and hickory mast 
is often su:flicient to fatten hogs for market. 

SOILS. 

The soil is, what is termed in the parlance of the 
country, ~' iuade laud;" a rieh alluvhun, deposited 
ages since the glacial age; made by the changes and 
shiftings of the great riYer that passes the eastern 
shores. The footprints of the waters are upon the 
country. The evidence is convincing that a broad 
river, or gulf, once 111arked the bl~tTs, now kl101rn as 
Crowley~s RiUge, carrying ·within itself the slime, 
mud and sands fro111 the mountains, the work of 
abrasion and erosion in the far-off ages of the past, 
upon n gigantic scale; while upon its broad surface 
fioated the wrecks and debris of primeval forests, 
1vashed iron1 the shores tt1JoYe, to lodge in tite \v.aters 
below, and form a nucleus around which sands and 
decaying yegetation could lodge until islands were 
formed in tha bosom of this i,rreat <l.esolate sea. 
Delve wherever one may in this "made land," and 
hm1dreds of feet below the surface are found the 
giant trees of the .old forest 'which played an impor
tant part in ft1lin;; l!ll, and holding iu place the va.st 
deposits ,,~hlch ha Ye 1ua<le the richest }JOrtion of the 
habitable glo1Je. ·rn th~ course of time, a, well de~ 
fined channel ''a.::s runrked out thTollgh the lan<l that 
rose from the great gulf, which has surged backward 
and forward, irom hill to hill, for ages upon ages, 
:forming new riYcrs, aud filling up nld ones, bnt ever 
Jen.ling its n1ark upon the laud, throu·gh which it 
has so ruthlessly cut. 

KING COTTON. 

No mines of rich metals have been discovered in 
Pemiscot county; and it is not reasonable to sup
pose that a country bnilt np by alluYinl deposits, 
can eyer boast of rich leads of valuable· ores. If 
the county cannot claim that it has immense depos
its of useful metals, it can boa;;t of a mine of wealth, 
richer than the dlamouJ. fields of .Africa, or Ilrazil, 
more valnable than the silver of Nevada, or the gold
bea1·ing quality of the B!eras. Pemiscot is in tlie 
northern portion of the great cotton helt of "ilnerica.. 
It is not in the e:i.::treme north, where cotton will 
barely grow, stunted antl inferior, but grows equ:il 
to <lOtton raised in :Mississippi or Arkansas. Pem
iscot, and Dunklin Conn ties always enter the contut 



fuNn-BooK OF MISSOUR!. 213' 

for the premium bales at the State fairs-generally 
dividing the honors between them. l!'rom a rough 
estimate, the number of five-hundred-pound bales, 
shipped from Pemiscot county, being the prodnet 
of 1879, Ul[Ly lie approximated. ·within the county 
there are nine cotton gins, seven of which are driven 
by r<team; the ginning runs from two hundred and 
fifty to one thousand bales euch, nmking n total. of 
four thousand C'ight hundred bales, as the_proclnct 
o.f the cmmty for 1879, and is within the number. A 
bale per ac:re is a moderate yield. If a cotton-gwwer 
docs not mise his bale per acre, he thinks _he is not 
doing much. With good hnsbamh'y, and a good 
season, a bale and [t half can he easily raised. 

CORN 

may be regarded as i1 staple of the county. Great 
quantities of corn are sent to mar.l(et, while thou
sands o.f bushels are fed to hogs and cattle, the 
farmer believing tlutt lie can realize :t greater profit 
for his crop in beef and pork than in the gunny bag. 
Forty-Jive to fifty bushels of corn per acre is con
sidered 1i.H un average yie!t1. One farmer in Cypress 
Bend, 1tbout the year 1872, from 100 ucres, harvested 
10,000 bushels of corn. 'l'he yield of 1879 was im
mense. 

TIMBER SUPPLY. 

Of forests, there is a heavy growth. But little of 
the dwarf species exist in the county. With the use
tul timber may be classed the cypress, which attains 
a gigantic growth. Millions of feet o~ this valuable 
tin1ber have boon 1loated in logs, and shipped in 
sawed lmnber, from the county, and millions of feet 
still remain imd are availahle-a great deal ofit 
not over six or eight miles from the river. Large 
bra.kes of this timber are in the westem and south
western pa.rts of the county. So1lle 1ine brakes, in 
the west01·11 part of the connty, are :iccessible from 
Dunklin County. 

Oak tim!Jcr, as line as ever grew in any country, 
.ill great quantities, can be found all over·tho county. 
There are several kinds of oaks -the black, red, 
burr, or over-cup, and willow oak. No white oak 
grows hi the county. 

'White asl1 is plentiful, and grows to a large size. 
Grout qmmtities of this timber are sawed and 
shipped from the county to St. Louis and Cincinnati. 

Some lllnck wulnut grows in the county, although 
the gn;:uter part has been cut and shipped to market. 
Consiclerable cun yet be found in these districts, 
not near :1 water-course, where timber could be 
floated to the river. 

Cotton··wood grows in great abundance, in every 
part of the county. It is of very thrifty, rapid 
growth, makes a passable steamboat wood when 
seaso11cd, and is made into rails for fencing pur
poses. .Three-fourths of the fences of the county 
are cotton-wood. Of lute years, it has been sawed 
into lumber, and considerable qua.ntities shipped to 
Cincinnati. 

The persimmon tree grows here to a large size. 
On some ridges between the arms of Lake Pemiscot, 
some persimmon trees attain a height of eighty feet, 
free of limbs, and thirty inches in diameter .. The 
value of this wood. is not fully known, nor appreci
ated by the lumbermen. It is the northen ebony, 

and when seasoned is as hard and will take as fine 
a polish as the ebony or mahogany of the tropics. 
Sussafras grows to a prodigious size, large enough 
for pirogues. 

Besides the timbers mentioned, are the catalpa, 
elm, sycamore, black und sweet gum, black and 
honey locust, soft maple, hickory, hackberry, nml· 
berry, pecan, and nunierous othe1·s. 

Of the small growths, a1·e found the dog-wood, 
ironwood, swamp ring, elbow ht·ush, spfoewood, 
prickly ash, etc. 

HEAI.THFUI.NESS. 

'.l.'his county, with the other southeastern connties, 
has been heralUed about as extremely sickly. 
There is a g1·eat difference in the atmosphere 
of places-great altitude :tbove the sea level, and in 
these counties of lesser altitude; but in both places 
the laws of health have to be observed in order to 
p1·olung life. 'l'he seeds of death, or change, are 
implanted in everything that luis life, and when 
applied to the human race, natural observation, 
if nothing else, teaches the lesson that the man 
who is the n1ost careful iu regnrd to his food~ rai .. 
meut, and protection from the elements, is the man 
that is rewarded liy the gre:ttest numl.Jer of dn.ys 
upon earth. People who live by hunting, trapping, 
fishing, with nothing llut a tent, or a shanty, r.abiu, 
or hovel, undauhed and nnchinked,. as a shelter 
from storm and sunshine, are the people who perish 
first, whether they en.st thtiir lots on mountain side 
or valley bottom. There are men, now residents of 
these southeastern counties of the State, born and 
raised there, whose hairs ure frosted by the snows 
of ever eighty winters, hale and hearty yet. Good, 
comfortal>le lrnbitations are a gl·eater panacea for 
malaria and miasma of the swamp, than all the dis
cinles of 1Esculapius, with all the pills they ever 
rolled, and all the syrups and nostrums they ever 
compounded. 

LAND PRICES, ETC. 

What Pemiscot County wants is, e-olonies of im
migrants who are not afraid to labor, and who will 
level her forests, drain her low places, and convert 
them inte> blooming fields of cotton, and waving 
corn, and green grass. There are lmnclreds of 
thousands of am·es available, and only awaiting the 
hand of the sturdy, honest laborer, to convert them 
into rich fields of golden grain and magnificent 
gardens. These lands are within the reach of all 
who want homes. ·where the GoYernment owns it, 
it can be had hy paying the fees, and residing upon 
it for five years~a 160:acre tract costing, from first 
to l,.-ist, ahout forty-five dollars, twenty-five of which 
is paid clown when the entry is made, and the 
bulance after the expiration of five years' occupancy 
of the homestead. Where the county owns the land, 
it is sold at one dollar '1ud twenty-five eents pel" 
"'ere, and entered either with money or levy scrip. 
\'th.ere the lltnd is owned by individuals, the pr~ces 
range from one dollar to twenty-five dollars per 
acre, according to location. Any amount of good 
land, without a sti.ck of timber amiss, can be bought 
at one dollar and filty cents und two .dollars per 
acre, anci. some even lower. Lands 011 or 11ear the 
Mississippi River, improved, with good buildings, 
can be had tor fifteen and twenty dollars per acre. 
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PERRY COUNTY. 

Perry County lies in the southeastern portion of 
the great State of :Missouri, and is bounded north 
And east by the Mississippi Riyer, fronting on this 
great highway of commerce for more than forty 
miles; south, it is bounded by the counties of Cape 
Girardeau and Bollinger; west by Madison, and 
northwest by the counties of St. Francois and Ste. 
Geneyieve. 

THE SOIL. 

The soil ou the uplands of Pen'Y County is a 
1andy loam, intermixed with clay, and is very iiro· 
ductive, particularly of small grain; that of the 
bottoms, or low lands, along the Mississippi River, 
and some of the creeks, is a black loam, as fertile 
and productive as any land in the world. 

CROPS A.ND PRODUCTIONS. 

The uplands are more adapted to the raising of 
~mall grain, such as wheat, barley, I'Ye, corn and 
-0ata, and are also well adapted to the raising of all 
kinds of :Eruit-a(>ples, peaches, pears, cherries, 
plums, strawberries, etc.- The western porti'5n of 
thi• county is particularly suited for fruit and 
grape culture. The low or bottom lands cannot be 
excelled for corn and wheat. Besides the above, all 
kinds of cereals, such as are adapted to a temper
ate climate, are pro:fitably raised here. 

Perry County wheat received the ftrst pre· 
minm at the St. Louis Fail' in 1875, and at the Cen
tennial Exhibition in 1876, for quality and quantity. 
There has never been a single failure of crops on 
account of drouth. 

THE LAMD .AND PRICES OF FARMS. 

F~tr.r ~unty co:c_tain~ .. about 295~3l".i6 acres of land, 
of -.rhieh about one-fourth is under cultivation; the 
other three-fourths a.re yet wild lands, awaiting the 
industriou• aettler to cultivate, or the miner to bring 
forth the treasures hidden beneath the surface. 

The wild lands are thickly covered "ith timber, 
such .. as cotton-wood, linn, ash, poplar, black and 
white oak, post and water oak, over cup and Spanish 
o0ak, and, in some fe1v localitie~, are found large 
pines and luxuriant groves of cedar. 

The prices of land, both improved and unim
proved, vary a great deal, according to quality a'hd 
loc:i.lity, say from ~1.25 to $50 per acre; and there 
are over 3,000 acres of GoTernment land and unsold 
school·lll.llds in the county. 

HISTORY. 

This countywas settled between theyear111796and 
1800, by immigrants from Kentucky and Pennsyl
vania, the latter locating on the rich bottom land of 
:Bois. Brule and Brazeau, and the former generally 
settling in the u barrens," undulating table lands, 
formerly merely covered with prairie grass, with 
here and there an antiquated oak, but now covered 
with a heavy growth of timber. 

Perry was organized Kovember 16th, 1820, about 
eight months after the State w:i.s admitted into the 

Union. In 1821, Perryville was selected as the 
conntv seat, and the town laid out as it now stands. 
Until the year 1824, the population of the connt0' 
consisted chielly of Shawnee and Delaware Indians, 
they then numbering about 3,000, and, until its or
ganization, it was a part of Ste. Gcneyieve County. 
As the fertility of Perry County became known, 
numbers of Germans and lf'rench in1n1igrated, and 
these and their descendants arc among the most 
valuable citizens. In t1·uth, Perry had the good 
:fortune to be settled by a class of people remark· 
able for their intelligence, honesty and uprightness, 
and their descendants do no discredit to them, for 
there is no portion of the State where religion nncl 
education are more honored than here, nml the 
officers of this county have never been culled upon 
to execute the sentence of "death" upon any one. 

Its population, in 1830, was 3,849; in 1840, 5,7GD; in 
1850, 7,215; in 1800, 9,128; in 1870, 9,877, of whorn H,477 
were white, and 400 colored; 5,004 mal(l, and 4,873 
females; 8,3:14 native (7,331 born in Missouri) and 
1,543 foreign. In 1876, the censtl\J taken by the State 
showed the population of Per1'Y County to be 11,189, 
and it now e::.:ceeds 12,000. · 

During the civil war the citizens of Perry County 
remained loyal to the Government (they are loyal to 
this day) and suffered less than many of her neigh
bors. 

SCHOOLS A.ND EDUCA.TION. 

The feelings of the citizens of the county are strong 
in favor of public schools, and all other institutions 
of learning. .l!'orty-nine out of fifty-two school dis· 
tricts ro·e organized, and a school of not less than 
four months in the year is supported in each district. 
Some have si:x and some eight months. The remain
ing three districts are not organized, because there 
are not a su:fficient number of children of proper 
school age residing within their borders. In udd1 . 
tion to the public schools, there are not less than 
fifteen congregational or priyitte schools. In about 
eight of these both the English and German lan
guages are taught. They are supported by private 
means altogether, and are in a fiom:ishing condition. 
Brazeau High School is one of the permanent insti· 
tutions of Pen'Y County. 

CHURCHES. 

Churchee and cemeteries, supported by well or 
ganized congregations, are found in every part of the 
county. There are five noman Catholic churches, 
eight ET:>.ngelical Lutheran (German), five llietho
dist, two Presbyterian and one :Baptist. 

INDEBTEDNESS AND TA.XA.TlON. 

Perry County is not in. debt. She has money in 
her treasury, and all warrants are paid in cash on 
presentation to the treasurer. Its taxable wealth, 
as appears from last assessment, is $2,513,737. Its 
actual wealth, taken from the census of 18i0, is $4,· 
650,000, and, as evidence of the honesty and integrity 
o~ the t&x·p:>.ying citil;ens of the county, it i.s m-ue 
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tha,t by the :first of March, 1880, more than ninety. 
eight per cent. of the entire tax of 1879 had been paid 
to the collector. Taxes are low, perhaps, lower 
tlrnn in any other county of the State. The rate of 
tax for 1879 was the following: State, four mills; 
county, three and one-half mills; road, one mill
total, eight and one-half mills. School ta..xes vary 
from one to six and one-half mills. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

The public buildings of the county consist of a 
large, substantial and commodious court house, 
built of brick, also a jail, built of the same material; 
it has three steel cells, with a corridor and itl! other 
modern improvements attached. Both these build· 
ing arc located at Perryville, the county seat. It also 
has a county farm of oue hundred and seventv-tlve 
acres, about one and one-half miles south of Perry· 
ville, with the necessary buildings and out-houses 
for the accommodation of insane and poor persons. 
It also has three iron suspension bridges ; one spans 
Cape Cinque, Hommes Creek, connecting the rich 
bottom lands of Bois Brule with the uplands of 
Centml, Saline and Union townships, and the.other 
two spi111 Apple Qreek, the line between Perry and 
Cape Girardeau Counties, thus forming two great 
connecting links of the two counties, whereby the 
eitizens are em1bled to trade and traffic the whole 
year, without any interruption from fioods or high 
water. 

MINES AND MINERALS. 

Good indications of deposits of lead and iron are 
found at all four points of the compass in the 
cou11ty, but they are not worked ancl developed, for 
wa,nt of capital. ltich iron deposits are found in the 
southeastern corner, and in the western part of the 
county. Lead is fonnd near the town of 'Witten· 
berg, twenty-three miies east of Perryville; the same 
mineral is found on the county farm and its vicinity, 
a,t from one to three miles south oi the county seat. 
It is found and most extensively mined in the entire 
western and northwestern' portion of the county, 
along the different bran<;hes of Saline Creek, at 
from sLx to eight miles from Perryville.. One mine, 
named after the beautiful lake, eight miles west of 
Perryville, and called "Silver Lake l\Iines," is the 
most extensively operated. It was opened in 1878; 
a small furnace was erected the same year in the 
small village of Silver Lake, and over $10,000 worth 
of mineral has been raised, smelted and sold since 
that date, and until now this mine has paid its own 
expenses. The products of this mine are hauled by 
wagons to Ste. l\Iary's, ~fissouri, a distance of about 
:fifteen miles, and from there shipped per river to 
the St. Louis market, 1\"herc it commands the highest 
market price. The ore raised at this and all other 
mines is obtained from top openings, and is called 
:float, found at from sLx to twenty feet beneath the 
·surface. Seams and crevices in the rock indicate 
lower deposits, but, unti1 now, for want of capital, 
no thorough search has been made for it. How· 
ever, these mines will not be abandoned again. 
Capital will undoubtedly Jind its way there, and a 
bright and better future for all the mines and owners 
of the land is looked for with certainty. Silica in 
inexhaustible quantities is found in the ea..tern 
part of the county. 

MILLS AND FACTOIUES. 

This county is also well supplied with grist and 
saw mills. There are four large merchant and nine 
custom mills; all are supplied with grain from this 
and adjoining counties, and the farmer receives 
wit!Jin a small fraction of the St. Louis market 
price for his wheat and corn at home. The custom 
mills supply the inhabitants with a tine quality of 
tlour and corn meal, and are generally run by water· 
power. There are also eight saw mills within its 
border; the most notable of these are those located 
in Bois Brule Bottom, which mannfacture lumber for 
the St. Louis and other markets in large quantities. 
Of other and smaller industJ.-ies, such as wagon
makers, cabinetmakers, and blacksmiths, there are 
plenty; in fact, all branches of mechanics are well 
represented, and skilled men are found in every part 
of the county. 

SPRINGS, RIVERS, AND WATER-POWER. 

The western portion of Perry County is particu· 
larly blessed with large springs of pure and clear 
water, some of them large enough to run mills. 
One of these springs is situated at and forms 
"Silver Lake," hereinbefore mentioned. It fur· 
nishes the power for the grist mill of same name, 
and, in addition, sufficient water to wash all 
the mineral smelted at the furnaces located there. 
No rivers fiow in Peny County, only the grea1; 
" Fa!her of ·waters," which tlows along the north
ern and eastern border; but, .Apple Creek, O'Br&· 
zeau, Cape Cinc1ue Homme, and Saline Creeks, 
afford water-power for manufactories, and nu
merous yet unoccupied sites for such can be 
found along their banks. Four other and smaller 
creeks - the Bois Brule, Omete, Indian, and White 
Water-are additional means of drainage of the 
lands. 

RAILROAD FACILITIE'l. 

Perry County has no railroad, although two line.a 
- one from Pilot Knob, Iron County, Missouri, to 
Grand Tower, and the other :from Ir011 l\Iountain, 
via St. Mary's, to Chester, Illinois-have been sur
veyed, but are not constructed as yet. The public 
roads are, except during the winter months, in an 
ordinary good condition, as good as they can be 
made and kept under the system of the present 
noad Law. 

MARKET FACILITIES. 

The market facililies are great, for the farmers 
are connected, by the great Mississippi, with all the 
world. With cheap freight, and landings accessible 
to all the citizens, tliey have a decided advantage 
over those counties who have nothing but railroads. 
Moreover, the mills and merchants afford citizens 
ample facilities to turn into money anytbing they 
may have to sell-from old iron and rags, to the 
:finest cattle, hogs, or horses-all or which are bought 
at home and shipped to other markets. 

CLIJHATE AND HEALTHFULNESS. 

The climate here is mild and healthy. The most 
prevailing diseases iJ1 the su=er and fall months 
are chills and fever and bilious fever. Pneumonia. 
is sometimes prevalent in winter and spring. 

MATTERS IN GENERAL. 

Gra.uhop:pers, etc •• axe not known.here; at l.eaat,. 
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the crops have never suffered very much from such 
insects. 

The honev bee is also profitably kept, and some 
of the citiz~ns have realized as much as one lrnn
drcd nnd seventy-five pounds of honey from a 
single hh'e. in one year. 
~ear the county seat numerous caves, whose 

natural Ueauty are beyond description, are found, 
and they furnish the finest oubtcrranean drainage 
in the world. 

Ou tl1e eastern border o:f the county, about one 
mile south of the town of '\Vittenuerg, Grand Tower 

Rock stands out in the Mississippi River, about 
three hundred feet from shore, surrounded hy 

water, aud about seventy-five feet high. It, too, is 
a fine specimen of natural ueauty. 

The incorporated towns within the county arc: 
'\YittenlJcrg, AltonlJurg, Longtown, and Perryville. 
The latter has its :fire department, with a good en· 
gine, and other necessary implements for extin · 
gnishing fires, and a public school, with three de
partments .. 

Many more of the advantages of Perry County 
1night be enumerated. 

PE'ITIS COUNTY. 

Ferdinand DeSoto, the Spanish e"-'1'lorer, crossing 
the :Mississippi River, penetrated to the country 
south of the l!lissis"ippi River, and, aecording to 
some, spent the winter of 1851-2 in or near the 
present county of Pettis; bnt there were no setlie
inent3 made in Central Jlfissouri until 1810, when ·a 
colony lneutecl near Boone's Lick, in Howard 
County; and, in 1818, the first settlement in Pettis 
County was made on Heath's Creek. '.l'hese early 
settler~ thought that the prairie lands were almost 
valueless for farming purposes, and they built 
alcmg the streams, in the timber. 

In fourteen years after the :drst settlement the 
population had increased tct(;OO, and then the county 
w:.i~ :drst formed. In 1840, the population was 
2,930; in 1850, it \\,.as 5,150; in 1860, it "\-va.s 9,3H2; and 

then came war, with its danger3, its conflicts, its 
animosities, and its bloodshed. Many abandoned 
their farms, and land became of little value; lJut 
the war had scarcely closed when population com
menced to pour into the county, and lauds were 
soon actively selling at high prices. ;i:n 1870, although 
nearly one-half of the preceding decade had been 
distracted by civil strife, the population numbered 
18,700, and it has been steadily increasing since that 
time, and is now probal>ly l>etwecn 35,000 and 
40,000. 

LOCATION.-W ATER.-SOIL. 

Petti5 County, situated near the center of tile 
State, has an area of 446,289 acres, of which about 
100,000 acres are timber lands, and the balance 
prairie. The soil is of five kinds, viz: "Mulatto " 
soil, with Ted .clay subsoil; same soil, with choco
late-colored subsoil; black soil, wirh either red 
clay or chocolate-e.olored subsoil; and gray-color
ed soil, with a variety of subsoil. Each of 
these kinds havJ'l special adaptations for the uses of 
the farmer. 

The prairie is gently undulating, and Ule county 
is well watered by Blackwater, Heath, Beaver Dam, 
Il!'Ushy, Turkey, Muddy, Flat, Lake, Spring :Fork, 
Ilasin Fork, Camp Branch and Elk Fork Creeks, and 
the La Mine River, with their smaller tributaries. 
There are also many springs, and wells of living wa
ter may be obtained in nearly all parts of the county, 
at t .... enty t-o forty feet. All farmers also have 

artificial ponds, which retain water throughout t;r>e 

year. 
The bois d'arc, or osage orang.(!, growH readily_ 

and is largely employed for fen_cing. 

RAILROAD F AGILITIES. 

The pioneers of immigration chose :t location with 
very little reference to railroads, either actual or 
prospective, but those who ·now come ]J1·ing their 
capital with them, and want to know what facilities 
they will have for receiving and shipping goods, 
and the cost of doing so, compared with the cost 
:from other poirits. In these matters the county can 
1nake ::t good shovting. · 

The oldest railroad is the Missonr1 l'a<\i:fic, 
which forms the direct line between St. Lonis and 
Kansas City; Denver and the Pacific Coast, it lJcing 
189miles to St. Louis, and ~6 to Kansas City, with 
no other town one-third as large ]Jetween these two 
places. 

The llrissouri, Kansas & Texas Railway Company 
was organized in 1869, being a union of several com
panies; in 1870 it ran its :first passenger train to 
Clinton, a distance of forty miles, and in less than 
three years afterward the li11e was completed 
to Dennison, Texas, a distance of 433 miles to the 

south, and to Hannibal, a distance of 142 miles to 
the northeast,, making, in connection with other 
roads, a continuous route from Chicago to GalveH
ton. It furnishes the most direct outlet to Chicago, 
and many of the stockmen make. their shipment" 
to that market. By the competition of this road and 
the .Missouri Pacific freights are low, and good 
;rates can be obtained here for shipping, either to or 
from Sedalia. '.The general offices and the machine
shops of the :Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway are 
in Sedalia, and give employment. to a large number 
of clerks and mechanics, and add great! y to the 
prosperity of the city. 

The St. J,ouis & Lexington Railroatl runs from 
Sedalia to Lexington, on the Missonri River, laying 
tribnte to SedaJili some of the l'ichest portions <>f 
the State. 

The Sedalia, Warsaw & Southern Railroad is a 
narrow gauge road running from Sedalia almost 
due south, and the pre.diction has been made, hy 

one of the best railroaid men in the State, that in 
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less than ten years the road will be extended to 
New Orleans. In Benton County there are rich 
deposits of leau l!end iron, and this road wlll furnish 
the only outlet for them; but it will be of more 
benefit by reaching the lumber districts than in any 
other way. Indeed, it is said thnt the lumber in· 
terests alone are s,11Jficicnt to make the road a pay· 
ing one. Enormous trees of white and black walnut, 
the different kincls oi oak, and othe1· forest trees, 
are founcl in almndauce, and mmmfacturers needing 
hard wood cnn fln<l 110 hette1• pince to lOcate than 
in Sedalia. 

'.l'hc projeet of· building a road due north from 
Sedalia has frequently been agitated, but it has not 
yet been comme'ncecl. It is believed tlw.t it will not 
be long until a lino 11·ill be built to sollle point on 
the Chicago &; ,\lton Hail road, thus giving ~nother 
competing rotid to Chicago. 

'L'he machine shop8 and round-houses of all the 
above namerl r.omp:mies are loeatcd in Sedalia, aud 
several hundred men arc constantly employed in 
them. 

PlWI>UCTION S'rATISTICS. 

Wheat tm(l <iorn al'C the staple grain productions 
-some farms having as high as one thousand aci•es 
of each. .ll'lax·secd is prodllccd in large quantities, 
and f11r11i8llcs the qui<llrnst, and one o·f the most 
1•rofitallle, 1·eturns that tho farmer can get. Hay, 
bo.tll cultlvatc<l and prairie, is largely shi11pccl. 
Oats; broom <wrn, hm~gnrian gr1LSs, ancl sorghum 
are also cultivated. Cattle, llogs, and horses, are 
the clncf stock raised ; and wme of tl1e Pettis County 
stock· breeder" are known throughout the western 
country f01· the excellence and.punity of their stock. 
~be fol)owing tnblo will show the shipments, 

d11ring the year 1879, from l'ettm County, of those 
things which were vroduccd in It., The timounts 
al'e given in car loads: 

Wheat .................................... 300 
]'lo11r ....................................... 106 
Corn..... • ••••••••.••••••.•• ' ••.•.•••••.•• 750 
Oats ......................... , •• , ••••.•••• 190 
Buckwheat ......................... ;...... l 
Millet .•..••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 2 
Broom Corn............................... 39 
Rye ....................................... 1 
Flax-seed ••••.•••.•••••••• ;. • ............ 58 
Ray ........................................ ioo 
Cattle ....•..••.••.••••••••• , ••• ~.. . . .. • •.• • 500 
Horses ancl Mules ........................ 129 
!logs .................................. '.,. •• 525 
Sheep ..................................... 74 
Wool ........................... ; •••••••••• '°· 
Hides ...................................... Ml 
Earthenware............................... 4, 
Cane Mills............................... 6 
Walnut Logs .................. ·........... 22 
Various ................................... 20 

~'otai .••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,916 
During th.e :first three months of the present year, 

the shipments from stations have been largely in 
excess of those for the whole of the year 1879. 

MINER.A.LS. 

. Lead, iron, zinc, and red and yellow ochre, ai·e all 
found in the county, but lead is the only one of 
ihem that is now being worked. Linlestone Is found 

close to the city, and is extensively quan·ied for 
foundations and for lime. Cotton-rock and sand·. 
stone are also found. A large deposit of emery of 
supei·ior qualiti has been worked. to some extent. 
Potters' clay is found at vario11s points, and is 
manufactured into pottery at Lamonte and Dresden. 
While the county is not in the belt of the so-called 
coal-measures, there are many "poc.kets" a·ud 
"fleids" of coal, some of which have large qunn
tities of coal, the vein being, in places, from twenty 
to thirty feet iu thickness. 

NATIVITY OF POPULATION. 

When persons move to a new home they always 
want to know something about who their new 
neighbors will be. The census of 1870 showed .thaf; 
atthattime, of those in the county, 17,156 we1·e born 
in the United States, 1,409 in Europe,. and 134 in 
British America. Of ·those born i.J.1 the Ui>.ited 
States, 8,5&t were natives of ·Missotfri, 1,7!18 of Ken•· 
tucky, 1,480 of Ohio, l,0-18 of Dliuois, 097 of "Virginia, 
and 459 of Tenue8see; and the p1·esent population· 
will not materially vary from the above r:1tios •. 
Thus, it will be seen tliat persons, coming either 
from the North or from the· South, will here .find 
plenty o:f friends ~nd perhaps old neighbors. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

1''ive to twelve years itgo n large amount of money 
had to be raised to meet the ordimiry expenses of 
the county and to pay the interest on the railroad 
bonds; and, in order to procure sufllcieut funds for 
these pu1·poses, a very high per ce11t. was levied 
upon the full value of property. l!'or this reason 
tho total assessed value has not Increased with the 
real increase in value. In 1870, the assessed value· 
of $4,344,000 represented a real val11e of about. the 
same sum, while the assessment of $4,539,305, for 
1880, represents a value of over $10,000,000. The rate 
of tttxatiou hil.s steadily decreased, and, in lS'iO, 
for State !md county purposes, was only $1.15 per 
$100. . 

The assessment of ten years ago was at about 
full values; now, on an assessment of $1,100, the 
property is worth over $2,500. The reduced rate of 
tax not only pays the current expenses, but reduceiJ 
the debt. A few years ago the railroad bonded debt 
of the county was $589,000, while it is now reduced 
to $"..110,000. 

COUNTY TOWNS. 

Sedalia, the county seat, sometinles known as· the 
"Queen City of the Prairies," is admitted to be one of 
the most enterprising places in the West, and it has 
lallored without ceasing until it has obtained a posi· 
tion and influence from which it cannot now be dis· 
possessed by any other place. From tl\e year 1866, its 
growth has been constant and without any backset 
such as other cities of its size have all had. It is the 
railroad center of the State, and th)l relation it now 
holds·to the railroads and the State will, beyond a 
reasonabhl doubt; make it a city of respectable size 
and a mauufacturiug and jobbing center. Already 
the twenty-Jlye commercial trav.elers kept on the 
road hy its wholesale houses, 1lnd their way to all 
points iu the country around, and sell in close com· 
petition with those from larger cities. Its manufac· 
turing establishments are yet comparatively smat.. 
They consist of a woolen mill, with a capacity of 
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. . . 
one hundred and :t!fty ya1·ds per day; a glue factory; 
a brewery of the capacity of three hundred kegs 
daily, and which is extensively engaged in shipping 
bottled beer to Texas; a stair mannfactory and 
turning establishment; an agricultural implement 
manufactorywhich employs :t!fteen to twentymen 
making plows, barrows, etc.; four jlouring mills; 
two carriage and three wagon shops, a patent med· 
icine manufaetory, a baking powder manufactory, 
and the Smith Manufacturing Company, which does 
a general foundry bustuess, as well as mannfactnr· 

• ing a large number of cane mills, sulky plows and 
:Bonanza fanning mills, employing about thirty men. 
The Holly system of water· works, erected at a cost 
of $130,000, gives all needed supplies of water for 
the railroad shops, manufacturing establishments, 
and for private.use. 

Sedalia is well 1rnpplied with banks and banking 
associations, so that money can be had at reasonable 
rates. The city bonds bear only jive per cent. inter· 
est, and taxes are not high. The population has 
increased :from 2,000; in 1866, to 15,000, at present. 
During tbe last session of the Legislature an act 
was introduced providing for submitting to the 
people the question of removing ,the State capital 
from JeJferson City to SedallD.; and a majority voted 
in favor of tbe proposition, bbt the majority was not 
such as is requisite to submit amendments to the 
Constitution. It is possible another eJfort will be 
made to eJfect this change. 

On the line of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Ran· 
way are Greenridge and Beaman; on the Pacific 
Railroad, Lamonte, Dresden and Smithton; on the 
St. Louis & Lexington Railroad, Houstonia and 
Hughesville; and Longwood, Sigel and Ionia are 
away from any railroad. Some of these towns do a 
large local and shipping business. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES; 

From the above it will be seen that various ma.nu
:factnring establishments will, ere long, be located 
here. 

The ease of reaching markets in every direction, 
the demand in the tributary country and other 
advantages, oJfer solid inducements to capitaL The 
people are progressive, and inclined to assist in au 

· :matters of public benefit and enterprise, 

GENERAL SUM!t!ARY OF .ADV A.NT.AGES. 
To the farmetwho may deeide on locating at any 

point in the West, the following summary of the ad. 
vantages of the couuty is presented: 

L · The country around,· not only in the county, 
but in other counties m~ound it, is naturally rich and 
productive, and. has proven its fertility by being 
brolight to a high st.ate of cultivation. 

2. There is abundance of. timber suitable for.fuel, 
fencing and · building purposes. .Along a.11 the 

streams in the county there itre belts of timber of 
various kinds, while many places, which forty years 
ago were open prairie, are now covered with a :fine 
growth of black walnut. 

3 .. The county is partially underlaid with coal, and 
various banks have been opened, giving the farmer 
the choice of coal instead of wootf for fuel. 

4. .All grains, vegetables and fruits that can be 
raised in any part of the Northel'll States can be 
raised here equally as well; while the same is true 
of nearly everything that the South produces. The 
climate ·is mild; the winters short and seldom 
severe, and then only for a short time; but little 
snow falls, and the farmer can work the most of the 
winter, while the country is high, rolling prairie, 
and consequently healthy beyond the ·average~ 
Sedalia is on the highest point on the Missouri, 
Kansas & Texas Railway, between Hannibal, Mis
souri,. and Fort Scott, Kansas, a distance of 25! 
miles. 

5. There Is now a good class of farmers here, both 
from the North and from the South; the best of farm. 
machinery is in use, and the best blooded· stock of 
tlie country can- be obtained :from :fine stoek farms. 

6. The county town is one of the most enterprising 
in the State, with railroad communication in every 
direction, and an almost certainty of soon being the 
capital of the State. Everything that will increase 
the taxable property of the town will decrease the 
tax on farm lands. 

7. The public school system is in full operation 
here, and every district has a school·honse and 
school teacher. 

s. Lands are as cheap here as in any parts of 
Kansas and Texas, while those States have not the 
advantages above given, except that of a fertile 
soiL 

9. Although wheat and . corn in all parts of the 
West command smaller prices than in the East, yet 
the market facilities which Sedalia possesses enable 11 

the farmer to sell produce at much better rates than 
he could do in mo$ other places, while the cheap
uess of lands and the ease of cultivation outweigh 
the higher prices of the East. 

To tbes!l .reasons might be. added many others 
equally true; and, if true, then any .one reading 
them, will say: How is it that so many go through 
here to .K41.nsas and Texas? The answer is simply 
that those States~re advertised by various i·ailroad 
companies, and by State immigration agents, and 
all the advantages they can .claim are presented in 
multiplied tho.usands of advertising ·ch'cnlars, and 
these, of co.urse,never make any comparison With 
better pl11ces. In 1877, the Missouri, .Kansas and 
Texas Railroad Company .distributed 71'fl,000pieces 
of a<J.vertising matter, dl'scriptive of Kansas and 
Texas, and t.he other railroad companies running 
through Ka.Dsas have sent out similar n1llllbers. 
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PHELPS COUNTY. 

:Phelps Oounty is situated in the southeast cent1·a1-
part of the State, and is drained by the Gasconade 
and Maramec Rivers, aml their tributaries. The 
eou11ty was foi·med from Crawford County, and was 
organized Novembe1· 1s, 1857. 

'l'OPOGRAPHY. 

The elevation of the county is from 700 to 900 
feet a!Jove the Mississippi River, at St. Louis. 
The surfaco is gently rolling in the interior, but, 
along tho largm· water courses, is broken and 
:roclty. The scenery in some pllwes is magnificent. 
There arc (}ltves in many i1laces, and some bluffs, 
alrnost pcrpcndicmlar, imd from two to three hun
dred feet high, such as a1·e seen in all limestone 
countries. 

The riyer and m·eek bottom lauds vary :from a 
hundred ynrcls to a mile nnrl more in width; are 
boundccl by high ridges, on the tops of which are 
largo areas of tallle html, ucal'!y level 01· gently un
dulating. Between these l'idges tho surface of the 
country is clivcrsillcd by hrond, smooth, but irre
gular swells, between whit1h n.rc icrtile valleys, 
from a few ya1·cls to a mile wide, ancl frequently 
several miles in length, with fall enough fo1• good 
drainage. 

THE SOILS AND PRODUCTIONS. 

The river 1md creek !Jottoms a1·e very fertile and 
productive, and will compare favorably with a.ny 
rlnr or creek bott0ms in the Union. The valley 
lands are next in fertility. The Boil of these valleys 
is more or less mixed with sand; is kind and free, 
&nd well adapted !or the raiaing of all crops pro
duced in t)l.is climate. The uplands, on the broad 
ridges and hillsides are clay llllnbsoil underl!l-id 
with limestone, gravel and mine1·al. The soil is 
au:l!iciently fertile for all tarm produets, out espe· 
eially adapted to small gi·ains, fruit, and tame 
grasses. It ls believed by many of the best farmers 
that the uplands will lie the most v11luable lands of 
this county, at no distant dny. With the ve1'Y indif· 
terent culture they now receive, they yield fair re
tl.l.1'n~, in crops of a greater variety than can be 
x:used on bottom or valley lands. With deep cul
ture, those lands sta11d both drouth and wet 
remarka!Jly well; and, as clover grows almost 
spontaneously, any practical farmer can see how 
easy and cheap this land can !Je enriched to any 
desired degree. No land in the world shows a 
better and more lasting effe~.t; if manured, than 
this. The rocky ridges will notlJc utilized for farm
il1g in the .near future; but they are mostly covered 
with timlJer and grass, furnishing good pastures tor 
all kinds of stock, and containing i·ich minerals 
~d valniible rocks. 

The prairies ·are small, compared with those of 
lll'orth :Missouri and other prairie countries. The 
· llOil of the prail'i.es is about the same as that of the 
uplands. 

THE TIMBER SUPPLY,. 

Thc~e is an abundance of timber for all purposes; 
llJ:ld; on·the prairies and prairie hollows, where not 

a ~pring was seen a. few years ago, b:t many locali· 
ties there is now a. luxuria.nt growth of :fine, young 
timber. 

MINERALS. 

The p1incipal mineral, so far denloped, is iron, 
of which there is an abundance. The ohipment of 
iron ore is quite an item, and a large number of 
teams :find daily employment in hauling the ore to 
the i·ailroad. There a1·e strong indications of zinc, 
copper, and lend-of the last, to judge fron1 the indi· 
cations, there are.large quantities; but, although it 
is dug in many localities for local use, it is not yet 
developed. More capital and labor is needed to de· 
velop the mining resources of the county. Build• 
Ing rock, of the finest quality, can be found in all 
parts of the county. Lime o .. n be readily burnt 
from the 1·ock. 

W.A.TIJR SUPPLY. 

This county is supplied with a.n abundance of the 
very best wa.ter. The. river~, creeks and branches 
are as clear as crystal. A muddy st1·eam is un
known in this county. ]'ine springs can be found 
in almost eve1'Y par~ of the county, and water 
can be reached in ,,.ells at from fifteen to thirty 
feet. 

PRODUCTIONS, EXPORTS, FRUIT AND 
STOCK. 

Ooi'n, whe11.t, oats, hay, rye, pe>tatoes, :fnUt, and 
vegetalJlea of this latitude, are raised and do well; 
also, wheat, !lour, corn, oats, horses, mules, cattle, 
sheep, hoga,poultry,lard, tallow, hides, eggs, and 
some tobacco and clried fruit. Toba.cco does well, 
llut ia not cultivated e:>::tensinly u yet. 

Fruit of all kinds does well, and will, in time, form 
quite an item. The county is new, and this branch 
of industry has been sadly neglected,l>utnowevery 
farmer is planting more or less trees. 

The stock of the county ia being improved. The 
long-nosed native hog is· a thing of the pa.st-it has 
given place to improved breeds. Cattle, sheep, 
horses, and mules, are of a much better grade than 
a few years ago. The climate is very favorable for 
stock-raising. The summers 111.·e long and the Win· 
ters short; extre.mes of ·heat in summer, and of 
cold in winter, are only .of a few da.ys' duration; 
sometimes lasting onlv a few nours. 

.A.CREA.GE .AlID PRICE OF LA.ND. 

There are 4.29,163 acres of land-about 50,000 acrllll 
improved; about 50,000 acres are Government lan_d, 
and 55,000 railroad land, which can be bought at 
from one dollar and twenty-five cents to five dol
lars per acre. Farms with more or less improve
ment can be bought of those who have too much 
'land, or those who wish to go further toward the 
:f:roDtier, a.t from five to :fifteen dollars per acre. 

l'OPUL.A.TION ST.A.TISTICS. 

In 1870, this county had a. population of 10,506; tM 
estimated increase is from twenty to twenty-Jl:ve 
per cent. The people are law-abiding and $ocl&ble. 
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A hearty welcome is extended to all bona ftde 
settlers, regardless of party or religious opinion. 

EDUCATIONAL l!'ACILITIES. 

'l'here are sL"\.--ty-three organized school districts, 
and also a graded and high sell ool, and the School of 
Mines, at Holla. '.L'he School of MineR is a branch of 
the State University. This school, although in its 
infanc\r) having been organized in 1871, has furnished 
a list of graduates who are an honor to the State 
and a henefit to the communities in which they 
lahor. This echool, besides mining and civil engi· 
neering and tho pructical sciences, teaches the 
languages and higher branches. The school funds 
of the county for last year were ~17,3C,'l.62. There 
are sixty-nine teachers employed during tho year. 
The grade of schools is fair, aud in some localities 
very superior. 

HELIGIOUS. 

.Air the leading denominations \I.re represented in 
the county. .A.11 have ellurches in the towns and 
the county ut large. 

M.A:NUF ACTURING. 

This branch of industry is as yet in its infancy. 
There is a fine field for capital, energy and enter
prise. The raw material is found in abundance-

iron ore, timber and raw hides and the bark and 
sumac for tanning them with. The water-power is 
unsurpassed, some single springs even fnrnishing 
power enough for the largest mills and factories, 
and with all these advantages all marmfacti.1red 
aTticles are impoTted, with the exception of some 
wagons und some minor faTm implements. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Rolla, the county seat, 114 miles from St. Louis, 
via St. Louis & San ]'randsco Railroad, has a popu
lation of about 2,000, and is well supplied with 
hotels and Jmsiness houses. 

A large amount of the sm-plus products of many 
counties lletween Phelps and the .Arkansas State 
line, are shipped from here to the St. Louis market. 

St. James is situated t1¥elve miles east' of Rolla, 
on the same railroad. It is smaller than Rolla, and 
has a fine :flouring mill and the necessary shops a11d 
stores to make it a lively and thrifty town . 

.Arlington is Bituated on the railroad where the 
latter crosses the Gasconade. 

Edgar's Prairie is twenty miles south of Rolla, 
and contains three stores. 

INDUCEMENTS TO IMMIGRATION. 

Cheap land, good soil, delightful climate, Jlne 
water, and the health of the county is unsurpassed. 

PIKE COUNTY. 

Pike County has a fortunate and commanding lo· 
<:ation. It Jrns easy command of the Mississippi 
Valley, by the grandest water-way of the Union. 
The St. Louis, Keokuk and Northern Railway 
gives it railway connections with Hannibal, Keokuk 
and St. Lonis. '.!'he Quincy branch of the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy road gives an outlet north 
and east; the Chicago and Alton road gi\·es a direct 
Chicago, St. Louis und Kansas City connection, and 
the St. Louis, Hannibal and Keok"Uk road connects 
with Hanuibal. It has an area of 424,266 acres, has 
an eastccrly ri l"er front of forty miles, and is bounded 
on the north by Ralls Cou,nty; on the west by Ralls 
and Audrain Counties, and 011 the sonth hY Lincoln 
and Montgomery Conn ties. The face of the county 
is singularly attractive. Along the ri¥er are scores 
of grand, wooded bluffs, forming a chain of bold, 
well-defined peaks, from one hundred to two hun
dred and fifty feet elevMion. Alternuting with these 
are charming ravines and valleys, reaching inland 
:l'rom the river through the timher belts, to where 
they are lost in the high, rolling prairie, and plain 
districts. 

THE TIMBER ANP WATER SUPPLY 

are equal to all present and prospective needs. A 
fall third of the county wus originally wooded, and 
at least twenty per cent. is covered with groves and 
)?elts of oak, elm, ash, hickory, hackberry, maple, 
sycamore, pecan, cotton-wood, walnut and linden. 

Fencing and building materials are abundant, the 
bottoms and slop!lll abound in walnut and oak, for 
commercial uses, and the markets are well supplied 
with wood, at two and three dollars per cord. Forty 
miles of Mississippi River front, the Salt and Reno 
Rivers, Buffalo, Oalnmet, Ramsay, Gaines, Nob<: and 
a score of lesser streams, -ivith numerous springs, 
livingwells,artificial ponds and cisterns, give every 
portion of the county a full s11pply of imre water. 

BUILDING STONE ANP COAL 

are in full supply. Tile entire county is underlaid 
with limestone, and there are scores of outcrop
pings where :fine building stone, of any desired 
thickness, is easily and cheaply obtained. Free; 
stone is also in good supply. Coal, of good quality, 
and in good veins, underlies a large district in the 
southwest portion of the county. 

SOIL ANP PRODUCTIONS. 

The soil of this county is very rich and productive. 
and for fruits, grains, vegetables and grasses, will 
rank with any in the West. The surface soils of the 
timber districts are rich and wn.rm, being quick, red· 
dish, yellow und darkloams,from six to ftfteen inches 
deep, and are everywhere underlaid with the loes~ 
deposit-a porous and ftexible subsoil, mostly com· 
posed of silicious matter combined with lime and 
magnesia c:i.rbohate, the phosphates, alumina, eti. 
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lt is a very rich subsoil, aud produces the :finest 
fruits, grasses and wheat known to agriculture. 
The pru.irie soil is darlt, rich alluvial, eight to 
twenty inches deep, produces luxuriant crops of 
coru, grass 11nd vcgetuJJles, and is underlaid with 
the same alien loess deposit. This 'remarkuble soil. 
sln.cks like quick.lime, on exposure to frost and 11ir, 
and will endure greater excesses of drouth and 
moisture than any soil in the world. 

All the grains flourish here. White winter wheat, 
of superb quality, is ti sta11le crop, and gives a yield 
of fourteen to forty bushels per acre, the yield de· 
pending upon location, season and culture. The 
elm uplands, and hickory and oak soils, are espe
cially ilno for wheat-growing, Corn is the !ting of 
grains hore, as everywhere in :Missouri-is largely 
g1·own, and yields :Crom thirty-five to ninety bushels 
per acre. Buckwheat, barley, rye, oats and corn do 
:tlncly. 

All the vegetables, grasses and plants, known to 
tho mi<ldlo and northern latitudes, have a luxuriant 
and perfect growth in this rcmarkalJle soil. Irish 
and S\vect poti1tocs, beans, peas, tobacco and hemp, 
:ll11x, sorg-lmn1, millet, hungarian, the garden vege
talJles, vines, vlants and blooms, and all valuable 
hcrlJage produced between Hudson's nay and the 
eottoll fields, reach pcrfecti~m in this ric1h, deep, 
t!cxible soil. It is the !laraclise of grasses. The 
blue gmss ranges are ec1unl to the :finest in Kell· 

· tucky or lllinois. l3lue grass is everywhere an iu· 
. digenous JrnrlJagc. "Indeed, it makes pcre.nnial 
pasturage, siwe in the severest winter seasons, and 
an acre of it is ec111alin value to nu acre of com. It 
leaves no waste lllnd in l'ike County, for it is found 
, everywhere, from the witter-line to the <1rowu of 
the llighestblu!f. The clover and tilnothymeadows, 
too, 11ro ~plenditl, and will rank with the finest in 
the Jana. 'l'he native prairie grasses, which num
ber upwards of one lmndrctl vat·ieties, are remark· 
,able tor their flesh-yielding qui1lities from April to 
Sex>tember, but they are gradually yielding to the 
blue grass. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

There is no finer stock country. It could not be 
otherwise with its almost i>ercnnial grazing, its 
~uperb meadows, mild climate, fine, natural, timber 
,shelter, big crops of cheaply-g1·own corn, and the 
ample and admirable facilities for cheap trans· 
portation, which give the :feeders .and grazers com
mand of the Chic11go and St. Louis stock markets, 
·in six to twenty hours. By tile Assessor's returns, 
there are 8,892 horses, 2,908 mules, 17,367 cattle, 19,· 
140 sheep, and 38,730 swine in the ~.ounty. lt is safe 
to add twenty per cent. to these figures, to cover the 
"large amonnt of stock not reported to the assessors. 
Without accurate data, as to the amount of stock 
fed in thls county, Is is safe to estimate the, yearly 
export of fat cattle, sheep, swine, horses and mules, 
.at 1,500 ca1· loads, worth at lea~t ~l,250,000. There 
are scores of feeders whose yearly surplus runs 
from five to twelve car loads. Htmdreds of farmers 
feed from two to :five car loads. The cattle and pigs 
gro'\Vll and fed here are high grades, a11d the visitor 
·will :6.nd, on, most of the farms, the :finest tyjies of 
the well·bred short-horn 11nd model Berkshires and 
·:Poland Chinas. l'ike County farmers have been 
breeding from the best Kentucky and Illinois stcick 
for a third of a century, and all classes of feeding 

auima,ls will rank with those of the famous breeding 
and feeding distt-icts of the older Eastern States. 
Horses and mules are largely raised for export, and 
the ]Jusiness is very remuneratil'e. 

Scores of the most successful Rheep.growers of 
Ohio, Wisconsin and Michigan have found their 
way into this region, whose dry, rolling woodlands, 
blue grass and white clover :ranges, cheap lands, 
natural shelter nnd healthy climate, o!l'er rare in· 
ducements to thls most proftfable and entertaining 
industry. Two hundred natural sheep ranches 
could be selected in this county, where pasturage 
is good for three hundred days Of the year, at :five 
dollars to eight dollars ller acre, and ltpon which 
the entire investment in lands, stock, etc., would 
pay twenty-Jive to thirty-five 1)er cent. per annum, 
and the whole stock-growing business o{ the· county 
is, to-day, paying handsomer net retur11S, by twenty 
pe1· cent., than any purely grain-growing region in 
America. · 

FRUIT CULTURE. 

The county exports 280,000 barrels of staple apples 
annually, and the industry is only in its infancy. 
The eastern hulf of tile count7 is already rich in 
superb apple orchards of five, ten, twenty and forty 
acres extent. Up the beautiful NoL"C Valley, from 
Louisi11ni•, down about Clarksville and Kissinger, 
and over in the ];'rankfort district, are orchards 
which a connoissenr in fruit-growing might covet. 
Peaches, pears, cherries, and garden fruits do fine! y 
This region may appropriately be called the 
laud of the vine. The grape is in its glory all along 
these southel"ly and easterly slopes. The whole 
river bluff and hill district of the county, forty miles 
in length a11tl live miles inland, might be transformed 
from its lmlfwild condition into te1-raced '·ineyards. 
The flavor of the grape grown here is cquii.J. to•the 
rarest il1 the country, and the vine never fails of 
a hounti!nl crop. By superficial methods, they 
grow grapes he1·e now for two and three cents per 
pound. 

DAIRYING. 

A few energetic farmers devote their capital and 
energy to dairying, and, as all the conditions are 
found here, it is not strange that all .who engage in 
thls business make money. 

THE CLillfATE 

is scarcely less than a benediction; not that it is 'llP. 
fair weather and no drawbacks, for now and then a 
hard storm occurs here, and sometimes the rigors 
of stern willter are felt; but the real, genuine win· 
ter of Jl!ichiga11, Wisconsin and ll!inuesota is un· 
known to thls medium latitude. The climate is 
mild and equable, 1ind almost identical with that of 
Southern Ohio, l\larylancl and Northern Kentucky; 
It is es•entially a healthy country, On the west is 
the high, rolling prairie, with its inspiring summer 
breeze. In the eastern portions of the county the 
bluffs and rolling woodlands, with intervening val· 
leys and ravines, give perfect draina,ge. No stag• 
nant, sluggish, waters, to breed malaria, exist, 
and animal health, is conserved by every local con· 
dition. 

THE PEOPLE. 

Of the 33,000 people now here, seventy-:6.ve per 
cent. are from Kentucky, Virginia.and th.e ne~ 
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ing Southern States, and their descendants. The.y 
are generally people of excellent character and 
habits, intelligent, orderly and law-abiding; pro
verbial for their hospitality and sense of honor. 
They hn,ve as high appreciation for sterling charac
ter as anypco1,1e, and, with few exceptions, e~"])ress 
a wish for Northern immigration, capital, and enter
prise, to aid in th.;, development of the county. The 
sectional prejudices and animosities of the war, that 
largely obtained here a dozen years ago, are fast 
dying out. Local a!ld provincial habits and con
ceits are yielding to the cosmopolitan tendency of 
railways, commerce and mixed society, and the new
comer is cordially welcomed by a tolerant and lib-
eral, public spirit. · 

FREE SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES •. 

Pike county has one hundred rmil thirty-eight 
free public schools; one hundred and thirty-eight 
public scl10or building;;, built at a cost of more than 
$100,000; a permanent school fund of l!i3.!,250, and an 
eni-ollment of 9,000 school chililren. These schools 
are well sustained by the interest on the perma
nent county funil, a mill ta.x upon the entire as
sessed valuation of $6,392,180, the apportionment 
from the State fund and the public iiues and pen
alties. 

The public and private morals are attested by the 
presence and work of nearly· half a hunilred church 
organizations. 

:MANUFACTURES AND RAILROADS. 

There are a score of steam saw and tlouring 
mills; as n1any ini:::;cellaneous inunufucturing con~ 
cerns; ubout one hunilred miles of railway, divided 
between the St. Louis, Keokuk & :N"orthern R.ail
road, following t.Le Missbsippi H.iver across the 
ent,jre county; the Chicago & Alton, crossing the 
entire central division of the county from east to 
west, and the St. Louis, Hannibal & Keokuk, cross
ing tile entire central division from north to south. 
These three lines give the county fourteen passen
ger and shipping stations, leaving no producer more 
than two hours drive from a railway market. 

PRICE OF L.A.NDS. 

The cheapest lauds in Americ:i are in old Pike 
Oounty and the other counties of Northern 111is
souri. In Pike County are noble reaches of wild 

land (timber and prail"ie) of inexhaustible soil, 
awaiting hundreds of purchasers, at four to ten 
dollars per acre. These tracts are sandwiched 
between iine, old farms, and are neighboring to 
churches, schools, and mills, and are surrouniled bJ' 
refineil and well ordered societr. They are rela
tively one hunilred per cent. cheaper than free 
homesteads on the far ;vestern border, and abso
lutely cheaper than wild lllnds four hundred miles 
further west, on the treeless plains. 

Many improved farms are offering at eight to 
twenty-five dollars per acre, Oil easy terms of pay
ment-farms that in Illinois or Iowa woulil go Oil a 
quick marlwt at twenty-five to iifty ilollars per 
acre. Many of these farms are offered for less than 
tile cost o;f tlie buildings, fences and orchards 
thereon. 

COUNTY ROA.DS. 

1'here are within the limits of the county, raili
ating in every clirectiou fro1n Louisiana, one hun~ 
dred miles of as fine gravel roads as can be found 
anywhere on earth. 

TOWNS. 

The City of Louisiana, sit,uateil on the bank of the 
Mississi]!pi, eighty-three miles above St. Louis, and 
containing 6,000people, is the chief town. Louisi:l.ll& 
is a solidly built city, chietly of brick, and contain
ing many hanilsome eiliftces, chief among which are 
the public school building and the Baptist college. 
Louisiana has three railroails and three gravel 
roads. 

Clarki;ville, the second town in size and wealth, 
is situated twelve miles below Louisiana, on the 
Mississippi. Clarksville contains about 3,000 people, 
and has many Jlne residences anil lmsiness hou•e•, 
and does a large commercial business. 1'he St. 
Louis & Keokulc Railroad furnishes communication 
with all points by rail. 

Bowling Green, the county seat, is a thrifty and 
rapidly growing city of about 1,500 inhabitants, 
situated at the intersection of the Chieago & X!ton 
and Short J,ine Railroail, eleven miles west of 
Louisiana. '.rhc court house in Bowling Green cost 
one hundred thousand ilollars. 

Besides these cities !here are the towns of Frank
ford, Curryville, l:.shley, Paynesville, l'rairieville, 
Spencerburg, Sew Hartford and other smaller ones, 
all thoroughly prosperous. 

PLATTE COUNTY. 
Platte eounty is located in the western part of the 

State, and is bouniled north by Buchanan County; 
ea.st lly Clinton and Clay, and south and west by the 
Missouri. River, which separates it from the State of 
:Kunsas. Its area is 27G,OOO acres. 

By the census of 1870, it contained a popullltion 
of 17,3:;2, of i.vhich 1\1,ICO vtere 'vhite, and 1,1n2 were 
colored; ~l,11-! ruale 1 aud S,~>S fcn1ale; 16,359Were na~ 
tives, and ~X~ foreigners~ 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

About one-fifth of Platte County is be,.utifnl, un
dul.i.tillg prairie, the •oil of which is o! unaurp:.issed 

fertility. 'rl1e remainder is heavily timbered with 
the various species of oak, hickory, walnut, elm., 
hackberxy, etc., and, when cleared, l'roduces fine 
crops. The l'>lissouri bluffs are generally too steep 
to he cultivated, but are well adapted to be crowned 
and .fianked hy beautiful vineyards. The growth 
on them is about the same as that upon th" up
lands. 

STREA...'llS. 

The county is well watered by the Platte R.iTer, 
from -which it derives it• name, :md its tributaries 
Dick, Smith'• Fork,Pr:Urie Cr"ek,etc.; al.oo, by m=; 
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small tributaries of the l\fissouri River, chief of 
which itrc Be:w, l\Ioore, Bee and Brush Creeks. Pro· 
fessor Broadhead, the distinguished geologist of 
Missouri, says, in his geological l·eport: "1'1:oba· 
bly, no county in the State possesses superior ad
vantages to Platte. It contains a large quantity of 
rich !!Incl, is well watered, and abounds in good 
timber, including most kinds that are useful." 

AGIUCULTURAL RESOURCES. 

'.l'he agdcultural products are corn, wheat, oats, 
hay, J.W·ley, rye, hemp and tobacco. Sorghum, sweet 
pot11t~s and buckwheat, grow luxuriantly. Blue 
grass grows spontaneously where timber has been 
thinned out, and timothy and rcd·top, and other 
l&l"asses, sncceed well. The soil is well adapted to 
frnit·raising, and the number and extent of or. 
chards arc annually increasing, many :farmers mak· 
ing them a specialty. Stock·raising is a source of 
great wealth to the county, and, of late years, some 
ilnc breeds of animals have been introduced with 
m11rked success. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

There is 11 consi<lcralilc deposit of coal, but at too 
great a depth to !Jc. mined at present with profit. 
Building stone and l>rick clay of a .fine quality 
abound, thus em1bling the people to build substan· 
tial and enduring houses at a comparatively small 
outlay of money. 

THE ll!.A,NUFAC'.IURING INTERESTS. 

Thero arc some good fiouring mills, one cheese 
factory, four plow factories, and one fu1·nl:turc fac
tory in tho county, wiLh a large munber of saw mills 
and other shops of various kinds. 

WEAL'rH. 

The valuntion of the cmmty hy the census of 1870, 
was $lil,OOO,OO, but this has very much decreased of 
late years in consequence of a~e shi·inJ..age of values 
g~t>wing ottt of the depressed oondition of affairs 
throughout the whole country. 

RAIL HO ADS. 

The E1ms11s City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs Rail
road runs northwest through the county, along the 
Missouri bot;tom, for alJC>ut thirty miles. The Chi· 
cago, Rock Islnnd &; PaciJ1(1 I-tailroad. traverses tile 
eounty, from the iron bridge across the llfissomi 
River at Leavenworth, in a northeastern direction, 
for twenty.six miles. Tb.ere are also ten miles of 
this road connecting Edgerton and Atchison, by way 
of New l\Inrket, thus affording ample shipping facil· 
!ties to that productive region. 

THE BXPOUTS 

are chiefiyhogs, bacon, lard, corn and wheat; hemp, 
wool, timber, fruit, oattle, horses, mules, sheep, and 
numerous small grains. 

FINANCIAL. 

The county has about $300,000 "of a bonded debt, 
th11t matures in 1886, and has never made default in 
the payment of its interest. The rate Of taxation is 
nominal for all purposes, aild the county appropri· 

ates annually $1? ,000 as a sinking fund for the pay. 
ment of its bonds at maturity. 

THE PRICE OF LAND. 

Good farms can ]Je purchased at from $12.50 to $30 
per acre, according to location and ilnproven1ent. 
The people are generous, hospitable and orderly, 
and realize that their county is among the best to be 
found anywhere, and, consequently, are contented 
and happy. 

SCIIOOL FACILITIES. 

The same system of llllblic schools obtains here 
that is in vogue throughout the State. The people 
take a lively interest in educational matters, and 
consequently the schools are very numero1us and 
largely attended. Schools are taught about ten . 
months in the year in every sub·district, and there 
are high schools at Camden Point, Weston and 
Platte City, besides other first-class educational 
institutions. The school fund is ample and securely 
invested, the interest of which brings annually a 
handsome sum for the supp~rt of the schools. 

TOWNS. 

Platte City is the county seat, and is located on 
Platte River, and on the Chicago, Rock Island&; Pa· 
cific Railroad, 310 miles from Chicago, and eleven 
miles from Leavenworth, Kansas. It was settled in 
1840, all.d has at present a population of about 700 or 
800. There is a fall of about eight feet in the Platte 
River.at this poiut, which is increased by a dam to 
fourteen feet. This valuable water· power, which is 
su.fficient for extensive manufaotories, is now used 
only for an extensive fiouring mill. The court house 
is a handsome and massive structure, and cosqno,-
000. The public schools are an honor to the place, 
and Daughters' College,locatedhere, is a prosperous 
female boarding·school, under the mann.gement of 
able D.ll(} accomplished teachers. There arc two 
banks that do an extensive business; about ton or a 
dozen stores, the usual number of shops and other 
in.dustries, besides two newspapers. 

·weston is the principal oommercial town of the 
county. It is located on tt.e llfissouri River, and on 
the Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs ltail· 
road. It is in a fine agricultural and blue grass re
gion, and was laid out in 1S:l7, and soon became the 
commercial city of the county. It shipped, at one 
time, more hemp than any other point on the :Mis· 
souri River. '.l'obacco, also, for some years .was 
largely exported. 

Parkville is also situated on the Missouri River, 
and on the Kansas Cit~·, St. Joe & Council Bluffs 
Railroad. It was laid ont in 1839 by Colonel George 
S. Parks, and soon became a place of considerable 
business importance. It has somewhat declined, 
both in business and population, of late years, 
owing to its trade to some extent being diverted to 
Kansas City, eight miles distant, but still there is 
quite an amount of business done there, and indica· 
tions are plainly visible of a reviving prosperity. 
It has a good graded school and several churches. 
The population is about six hundr;id. 

¥ew Market is on the Chicago, Rock Island &; 

Pacific Railroad, eight miles north of the junction 
of the same road with its branch, and in the center 
of one of the finest agricultural regions in the State. 



HA.ND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. 

It has good educati1>nal facilities and churches, and 
llas a population of about three hundred. 

Camden Point is on the Chicago, Rock Island & 
l'aciftc Railroad, seven miles north of Platte City, 
and is the seat of the Christian Orphans' College, 
an institution that is ably conducted by a corps of 

teachers, and in a :il.ourishing and prosperous con 
dition. The place contains s.everal stores, and has 
a population of about four hundred. 

The other minor places of the county are Edger·. 
ton, Farley, Iatan, Ridgely, Sbivelto:D., Waldron, City 
Point and Beverly Station. 

POLK COUNTY. 

:Polk County has an area of MO square miles and a 
population of 15,000; is twenty-four miles in width 
from east to west, and twenty-sL"C and one-half in . 
length from north to south; lies iu Southwest 
Missouri, on the northern slopes of the Ozark range 
and is drained by tributaries of the Osage; comprises 
4l0,000 acres, a little more than one-third of which 
is rich prairie,s-enerally level, butfrequently gently 
undulating •. About one-filth of the county is alluvial 
creek and river bottoms, very productive and :fre-

. quently well timbered; the balance of the county 
consists of rich valleys and timbered uplands, .very 
much of which is best adapted for pasturage. The 
surface is generally rolling, and along the breaks of 
streams hilly and rocky. · 

PRODUCTION STATISTICS. 

There are about. 200,000 acres in cultivation, the 
yield of which in 1879 is estimated as lollows: 

Indian Corn ••••••••••••.••••• bushels 3,500,000 
Wheat ..•...••••••••..•..••••• bushels 600,000 
Oats.. . .••.•••••••..•...••••• bushels 250,000 
Potatoes .••..•••••••.••••.•.• bushels 250,000 
Hay •.•.••••••••••••••.••••.•.•.. tons 20,000 
Molasses (Sorghum) •••••••.• gallons' 150,000 

These. are the staple products, although rye, 
hemp, and liax yield well. Fruits and vegetables 
11.ourish and mature to :Perfection. The county 
takes high rank in fruit-growing. Apples, pears, 
peaches, grapes and small frnits yield abundantly, of 
the iinest quality and richest :flavor. Much atten
tion is being given to frnit culture, and fine orchards 
are numerous; the trees thrive well, are healthy, 
and not subject to the ravages of insect.a, as they 
are in ma.ny other localities. 

Sugar cane grows well, and the manufacture of 
iiorghum is greatly increased everv year until now 
it is becoming a leading business. 

MINERALS. 

The county abounds in large deposits of lead, 
lron and coal. Surface indications are numerous, • 
but little has a.s yet been done in the way of devel
opment. 

STOCK-RA.ISING. 

Polle County is pre-eminently :fitted for stock
raising. Cattle and Sheep will live and fatten on 
ihe commons :for eight months in the year,. without 
:feed or attention. The high, dcy character of· the 
w.ncultivated pasture lands, is especialiy adapted to 
'th4 raising of sheep, and ·ir. little capital invested in 
that way yields a haudsooie ineome. Sheep are 
J&ealth;r, proli11c, and are not troubled with scab, or 

other diseases, common elsewhere • .A cross between 
the native and Cotswold varieties pays best. The 
wool is highly prized and valuable, and the cross 
makes :tine mutton sheep for market. There a1·e 
thousands of acres of high, rocky lands in this 
county, on the breaks of the streams, that it would 
seem that Nature has specially provided for pastoral 
purposes. Sheep and cattle always bring good 
prices, and are never a drag in the market. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES • 

In educational :facilities. the county claims a. 
leading rank. There are eighty-:tive public school 
houses, many of them handsome and commodious 
buildings. The public fund is suftlcient in many dis· 
tricts to support a school for six months in. the year. 
The school moneys are invested in ten per cent. 
loans, and usually well secured. There are several 
academies and grad.eel public schools. Morl"isville 

. College, chartered in 1872, is located· at Morrisville. 
in the midst of a fine agricultural district, remark· 
able for the purity of its water, healthyelimate, and 
elevated moral sentiment. Tlie institution is rap· 
idly gaining in public favor and patronage. Tile 
curriculum embraces all that is usually taught in 
Western colleges. The faculty is full, able and 
energetic; the chemical and astronomical labora
tories are well supplied and" increasing, while its 
library has kept pace 'With the growth of tile insti• 
tution. 

The Southwest Baptist College, located in Bolivar, 
was chartered in 1879, and doubtiess will soon be. 
one of the leading institutions in the State. Tlie 
building is- a handsome edi:flce, and quite an orna
ment to tile town, It will accommodate three hun· 
dred aind :tifty students, aud furnish sitting room in 
the chapel for seven hundred persons. The presenj; 
is its :first session, representing four States . and · 
nearly every county in Southwest Missouri. Th'B 
citizens of Polk and adjoining counties have con· 
tributed quite liberally to the building and suppon: 
of this '.lollege, and feel justly proud of it. 

RAILWAYS. 

There are three projected railways through 
Bolivar, the county seat. The Laclede and Fort 
Scott, from Lebanon, on the St. Louis & San Fran· 
cisco Railway, to Fort Scott, Kansas, which iS 
graded to Bolivar, and will likely be completed thia · 
year; the Sedalia, Warsaw & Southern, from 
Sedalia, on the llli.ssouri Pacific Railway, to Spring· 
:field, which is now in com:se of construction; and 
the Kansas City & Memphis, which was mostly 
graded, some .years ago, from Kansas. City ta. 
Osceola, thirty-six miles northwest of Bolivar, and 
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which is now being rapi<Uy constructed by a com· 
pany of Bnsto11 capit.al.ists. ·with the completion of 
any one o:f these railways through the couuty, Polk 
will soon resume her former position as the second 
best co1'.llty in Southwest Missouri, as will be showi1 
by an examination of ber production of grain, live 
stock, etc., elsewhere .stated. 

ESTIMATED SHIPMENTS OF 18i9. 

Cattle ..••.....••• , ••••...•.••.••. head 20,000 
Sheep.................. • .. • • .. .. . " 15,000 
Hogs.............................. 27,000 

Horses mid mules................ 5,000 

Wheat ...•..•••••••...•••.•.... lrnshcls 250,000 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Boli\·fn', the eounty scat, is a plen,sant n.n<1 healthy 
town of about 1,200 inhabitant.i, eontains muuy snl>
stnnt,ial public lrnildings and business houses, antl 
quite a nnmber of desirable pr'i.vate residences. 
The town is well laid ont, and commands a gootl 
trndc, which iH rapidly inm:easing. 

Humanst•illc is a thriving village in the northwest 
portion of the count;y; contains a population of 4-00 
and does 11 lar1<c trnrle. One of the finest springs in 
Southwest l\1issouri is located here. 

lltorrisvillc, ten miles south of Bolivm·, is a neat 
little town of three hundred inhabitants, and is the 

seat of llforrisville College. It has licautiful stir· 
roundings, being located in the center of a tine 
agricultural district. Pleasant IIopc, Fair Plur, 
Brighton, Halfway, Orleans, Rondo and Slagle are 
couutrr villages that have eonsiderablc trade, und 
good surrounding country. 

SUJ\IMAHY-PRICE OF LANDS-SOCIA:L, RE
LIGIOUS AND l'INA..._,CIAL JllATTERS. 

The connty is remarkably healthy, being almost 
free from malarial ttnd mi'1smatic disea,>es. Its cool, 
gushing springs of pure witter are numerous; its 
hills ,ind vitlleys afford tine pasturage; lauds. are 
cheap-good, unimproved lands being held at from 
$2 to $10 per ar.re, improved at from .'!'5 to $15, and 
fine pasture lnnds itt from fifty cents to $:!-and "gri
cultural pursuits profitable. Tile society iR excellent 
and· citlz~n'S hospitable; churches nurnerous, ·arid 
well attended. Religious denominlltions are gener
ally represented, ancl the B11ptist, llfethorlist, 
Presbyteri:m ·and Christian or<lers are the lea<ling-. 
Politically the county is very nearly ec1ually divided. 
'!~he county is in a healthy financial condition. It 
lws no Jloating deht, its warrants are at par, and the 
interest on its bonded debt of ~33,500 is promptly 
paid as it nuttures. Taxes are low, the county 
credit good, 1i11d, in short, the county presents many 
hu1ncenients to in11nigrants seeking good homes in 
the great West. 

PULASKI COUNTY. 
l'ulaski Oon11tr lies on the eastern border of what 

is known as 8011tltwest Missouri, 150 miles south· 
west from St. Louis, and iH bounded on the north 
br the counties of JIUller nnd llfaries; on the east 
by Jlfarics ancl l'helps; on the south by Texas and 
Laclede, antl on the west by Laclede and Camden. 

PHYSICAL l<'EATURES. 

I,ike the rest of the country bordering on. the 
Gasconade River, it is of a r1tthe1· hilly and undu
lating nature. The Gasconade R.iver, one of the 
large streams in the Stnte, traverses the couutr 
trom west by south, flowing towm·d the northern 
i1art of, and leaving the county at nearly the 
11orthe11st cm'l.ier; its banks being the starting 
point of ,thousands of ncres of broad, unexcelled 
bottom limds, of exceeding fertility. Houbidoux 
Creek enters the county from.the sonth, Jlows cine 
nortb, and enters the Gasconade. R.iver near the 
center of th<l county, about two miles northwest of 
the county scat. The Piner Fork, of the Gasconade, 
enters the county :it the southeast corner thereof, 
and,. flowing northwardly, enters the Gasconade 
lUver about six miles from where the Gasconade 
leaves the county. A portion of Lick Fork, of the 
G11.Soonade niver, flows tln·ough a portion of the 
southwest quarter of the cotmty. 

SOILS. AND PRODUCTIONS. 

It will be seen that Pulaski County lms agricnl· 
tural advn:ntages inferior to no other conn tr in. the 
State. The river bottoms are of alluvial deposits, 

rich in. sandy loam, of unknown depth. Tlle soil 
on the smaller streams is o.f great depth, with 
yellow nnd red clay foundations .. The soil in the 
numberless valleys,inter•persed over the county, 
is of proportionate quality, according 'to their 
altitude. 'l'he soil on the ridges is very fertile, being 
what is known as bl,tck hickory, bluck-jnck and 
post oak soils, and is exceedingly 1ine for the pro· 
duction of all the cereals generally raised in 
this latitude, such as corn, wheat, oats, rye, ba1·ley,. 
all the grasses, and garden productions. The soil 
of the rive1· bottoms bordering on the Gasconade, 
Roubidoux, and all the strenms, is so rich that it 
is known as the "Scioto Corn Regions" Of South
west Missouri. All the fruits grow here equally 
well in the bottorns as on the ridges. There are 
thousands of acres in this county that have not as 
yet been brought under culti\·atlon, and are on 
the market. The range in this county ca\mot 
be surpassed; nnd, for sheep-raising, the famous 
hills of 'Vermont have found a rival. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

. The St. Louis &; San Fran.dsco Railroad; which 
tr:we1'ses the entire <'ounty, north of the center, 
furnishes an outlet to the markets of the world, 
for all surplus grain, stock, etc., that seek one. 

THE HEALTH 

of the people of this coimty is generally good. In. 
the lmv lands, espe0ially during the fall months, 
chills. prevail for a short time, but are ne~er fatal. 
On the uplands no healthier loci1tion can be found. 
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THE INDEBTEDNESS 

of this county being light, the rate of taxation is 
proportionally so. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

Waynesville, the county seat, is furnished with a 
new brick court house, containing court rooms and 
offices for all the county officers. 

WATER PRIVILEGES. 

There are in this connty two steam :flouring 
mills, and sL'<: water power flouring mills, and sL'<: 
or seven steam saw mills, to saw up the immense 
forests of yellow pine, black and white walnnt, 
maple, and all the various oaks known in this 
climate. There are in this county,"outside the 
numerous water power mill sites unused ou rivers, 
various large springs sufficient within themselves 
to run a mill each. There are several good openings 
in this county awaiting the opportune aiTival ot 
capital to start into existence factories of any kind, 
.size or nature. 

TOWNS Al:>"'D YILLAGES. 

There are numerous villages already in existence 
through the county. Waynes,ille is the county 
seat, and is situated on the Roubidoux, near the 
center of the county. The St. Louis & San Francisco 
Railroad has been the cause of exciting the energy 
·Of the people, as is shown by the improved towns 
of Richland, Woodend, Crocker, Hancock, Dixon 
and Franks, along the line of their road in this 
county.· 

F .A.RMS FOR SALE. 

This road has a large number of acres of land yet 
for sale, at prices ranging from tlvo dollars and Jifty 
cents to ten dollars per acre, and on long time at 
that. Land can be bought, outside the railroad 
lands, from two dollars and fifty cents to twenty 
dollars per a:ire for improved lands. 

MINERALS. 

There are iron and lead now being mined in this 
county, and lately good coal has been reported as 
having been discovered. 

TAXATION. 

The rate of taxation for all pnrposes is about one 
dollar and twenty-five cents on the one hundred 
dollars, and there is no bonded or floating indebted· 
ness of any kind. 

SOCIETY 

in this county is unsurpassed by any in the State. 
The county is spotted over with school-houses and 
churches, of different denominations. The general 
educational advantages are unexcelled, as, in the 
numerous school districts of the county, the chi!· 
dren have the advantage of from four to six months 
schooling, annually. Richland, on the St. Louis & 

San Francisco Railroad, has one of the :finest and 
best conducted institutes in the St:ite, with ::t repn· 
tation unexcellcd. All religious societies :ire wcl· 
corned by the people of every creed and denomina· 
tion prominent in religious circles-moral training 
being the general desire of the resident citizens of 
this county. Crime is rare. 

PUTNAM COUNTY. 

Putnam County is located in the extreme north
ern part of the State; is bounded uorth by the State 
of Iowa, east by Schuyler, south by Adair m1d Sulli
van, and west by l\Iercer Counties, and contains 
331,487 acres of land. Its 1iopulation was, in 1870, 
11,217; by the cen~us of 1880, 13,610-1naking an in
crease of 2,:393 in the decade. 

The county ·was organized February 28, 184.:5, and 
then included a portion of the territory now form
ing a part of Towa, which has been added to that 
State by the settlement of the boundary line. 

WATER. ETC. 

The county is well "·atered by the Chariton, 
which forms its eastern boundary; Shoal Creek, 
1Vild Cat and Illa0k 'Bird, in the eastern portion. 1 

·The two LocuAts, Barber and :lfedieine Creek fur
nish water and draiJOage fo1· the western llOrtion. 

CLIMATE. 

The climate cannot be surpassed. The winters 
.a.re very short and mild; the summers long and 
temperate, The seasons are such as prc,duee 
abundant haITests, and gi>e the citizens the best of 
liealth. No malarial diseases to speak of are found, 
.and ague and chills aro '•ut little known. 

SOIL. 

The soil is fertile and adapted to the raising of all 
kinds of fruit, cereals and grass, as the well filled 
barns and granaries fully testify. Fox.raising grain 
and grass, no spot in the Fnited States is more 
favored. 

TIMBER. 

Timber is pretty evenly distributed over the 
western portion of the county, and in the eastern 
part e>ery species of tree that is valuable in manu· 
facturing con1mnnities can he fou11rl. Oak i11 six or 
seven species, a.sh, n1aple, soft and hard hickory, 
walnut and elm prevailing. 

COAL. 

The mining of coal is becoming quite an industry. 
A great deal of land has already been leased for 
ininiug purposes, and the coal regions bid fair to 
bec.ome a source of great wealth to the county. 

I•' RGI TS 

of e>ery kind common to the temperate zone grow 
here in luxuriance. .1.pples, peaches, pears, plums, 
cherries, twenty or more varieties of grapes, 1111 
kinds of small fruits and be~ries, are paying crops ill 
this favored county. 
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STOCK-RAISING. 

The immense crops of co1•n, oats and hay-the 
never-failing pastures-living streams and groves of 
yom1g timber for shelter-g1•ass for pasturage two 
hund1·eci and sixty days in the year-mild winters 
and plea~ant summers nuike this a favored 
spot for stock-rnisers. Water in abundance. No 
diseases, or 'poisonous flies to kill off the stock. 
Blue i,,•1::1ss grows ns luxuriantly as upon its native 
soil of J(ontueky, which accounts for the" droves" 
of lnrgc, fat c1ittle, strong draft horses, and choice 
hogs. '.l'hese are all raised and shipped in great 
numbers. 

EDUCATION. 

'.l'he 1ieople believe in education, as is evinced by 
the 11111ny neM s11hool buildings scattered through 
the county, some ninety in mtmber, averaging one 
to e11eh four square miles of tel'l'itory. Unionville, 
the co1mty·80at, has just voted oight thousaml do!· 
lai·s t(\ builcl it neat gmdcd school building, and no 
county in tho Wost can boast of a bettc1· sta.ndard of 
scholarship in their common schools th1u1 this. 

Tho 1m1mty has two·woll conducted newspa.pers, 
pulJlishcd weekly. 

CHARACTEit OF l'OPULATION. 

!nits character the population is cosmopolitan, 
and is made up from every State in the Union. 
Prior to 1800, the immigration was prineipaUy from 
Kcntnc:J;y and Yirginitb, but sinec that time tho pop· 

ulation has been drawn from New York, illinois, 
Ohio and the Eastern States. In politics, the Repub
licans have a majority of between five hundred and 
seven hundred, but no seetional p1·ejudice exists. 

TAXES. 

Taxes are ve1'Y light; the State and county, incluc!l· 
ing school taxes, nmount to about 11-2 cents on the 
dollar, and the assessment is aJ;out two-thirds of 
the true valuation. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

The price of lands is very l~w, when the advan· 
tages this county offers to the settler are taken int<>· 
consideration. Good, well improved lands sell at 
from ten to :O.fteen dollars per acre, and wild landi> 
at from five to eight dollars per acre. 

The improved fnrms contain good houses, stables,. 
out-houses, orchards, :md the very best of soil, and 
are co11venie11tly located to churches, schools, and 
railroads. 

COUNTY SEAT. 

Unionville, the county seat, contains a population: 
of eight hundred, by census of 1880, and it \vould be 
difilcult to ftnd a more enterprising or hospitable 
class of citizens than those now located in thia town. 

HINTS TO CAPITALISTS, 

A 1\rst-class 1\om· mill, a wagon manufactory, a 
machine shop and foundry, would be pro:flta.blct 
investments. 

RALLS COUNTY. 

Rt.Jls county is located ht the northeastern part of 
1he State, on the lll1ssissippi ltiver, the folll·th county 
from the Iowa line, nnd the fourth north of St. L<>11is; 
bounded north by Marion county, west by Monroe, 
south by Audrain and Pike counties, and east by 
tbe Mississippi River. 

HOW W .ATERED. 

The county is divided· into two nearly equal parts 
J:>y Salt River, a iinc, fast flowing stream of consid• · 
arable size, meandering through it from west to 
east. This stream, together with numerODs creeks 
and many ftowing springs, furnishes abundance of 
clear, living water, to a very large portion of the 
county. Quite a number of bold, b11llbling mineral, 
and salt springs, are found in the cou!lty, and at 
some three or four of which, salt wns manufnctured 
in the pioneer days-viz: at Savc1·ton, Fremore and 
Bouvits Licks, and pe1·haps at other places. 

THE SURF.ACE 01'' THE COUNTI'tY 

1s generally undulating, and snsee1>ti1Jle of varied 
eultivation, while the eastempart, along the "Great 
:River," ls somewhat broke!l and rough; the eentt·al 
and western portions comprise large expanses of 
beautiful, rolling prairie, and large tracts of the 
most fertile elm and oak lands. About three-fifths 
of the ccunty was formerly cove1·ed with timber; 

large tracts growing the finest white, red, bL~ck and. 
burr oak, black walnut, white walnut, linden, red 
and slippery elm, hackben-y, cotton-woocl, hickory, 
black and blue ash, etc. '.l'he prairie in its natural 
state p1·od11ced a i·ank growth of tall, nutricious 
grass, affording the best of pasture-all indicating· 
a soil of great virgin fertility. Rock, limestone and 
sandstone, particularly the former, aliounds, yet not 
in a shape to inte1'ferewith cultivation-though fur· 
nishing the 'best of building material at a merely 
nominal cost. 

THE SOIL, 

In the "bottoms" along the rivers and creeks, is. 
a deep, rich, indestructible alluvium, seldom, if 
ever, failing to yield enormous crops, as neither 
dronth nor rain seems to seriously affeqt> the 
growth of vegetation here; sand entering so largelr 
into the composition of the soil· as to permit the 
excess of water to sink in wet weather, and the 
great depth of the alluvium, affording a constantly 
arising moisture during seasons of drouth. 

The prairie soil consists of a i•ich, black loam,. 
ranging from tell to twenty inches in depth-very 
fertile. The soil of timbered n plands is of different 
qualities, as indicated by the different kinds of· 
timher. Where is found a trae.t now, or formerly, 
cove1•ed by a large growth of lofty elm, walnut, 
hackberry or linden, there is a. deep, black soil, . 
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_generally on a red-clay substratum, almost as fer
tile as the bottom lands, and really better adapted 
to the production of small grain than they. The 

·<Jak lands produce the finest wheat. 

· PURSUITS OF THE PEOPLE. 

The population is almost entirely engaged, di
·-rectly or indirectly, in agriculture, but very little 
manufacturing of any kind being done in the 
county. Nearly all of the tools and implements are 
manufactured at other places. With a bountiful 
supply of water, timber and coal, it would seem 
that few places could offer greater inducements to 
the skilled mechanic and man of capital than Ralls 
County. Hundreds of independent, in,dustrious and 
enterprising farmers are ready and eager to :furnish 
such of their subsistence-grain, meat, vegetables, 
wool, etc.-and take in return for their own use and 
consumption, the fruits of their skill applied and 

·means invested. 

THE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS 

are corn, wheat, oats, hay, tobacco, and the many 
varieties of vegetables used for home consumption, 
such as Irish and sweet potato13s, cabbage, beets, 
onions, parsnips, carrots, turnips, etc. Wheat is 

_grown extensively, of a very fine quality, generall;r 
not grading under No. 2 in the St. Louis market. 
'The yield is fromA:en to forty bushels, and some· 
times eyen more, to the acre. Oats are also largely 
.cultivated, yielding irom thirty to seyenty-five 
bushels per acre. Hay is a very profitable crop, 
and largely grown. Blue grass grows spontane
ously, and is fast takllig the place of other grasses. 
Its growth is very luxuriant, a~d it makes the very 
best of pasture the year round for cattle, sheep, 
hogs, horses and mules. 

THE MINERAL RESOURCES 

·of the eounty have reeeived but little attention. 
<Joa! in large quantities is known to exist in the 
.southwestern i>art of the county, underlying, per
haps, a hundred squ:ire miles of territory, and crop
ping 011t in many places on the surface. Thus far 
nothing but surfare deposits have been worked. 
No deep prospee-ting has been done. .\nd from all 
indieations it is thought that the1·e are lower strata 
much more valuable than those found on the sur
:face. Iron, lead, and gold, an<l silver, are found in 
limited quantities in the eastern and notbern parts 
<Jf the county. _<\s yet they have received but little 
attention, and, in all probability, when tested by 
skilful hands, on scientific principles, will open up · 
.mines of untold 'wealth. 

THE FINANCIAL CONDITION, 

-or rather outlook, is, on tl1e whole, not unfavorable. 
Except; a railroad bonded indebtedness of about 
l!266,000, the county is clear of debt. The validity 
of the railroad bonds is being contested in the Fed
eral Courts; and if the whole thing is not ultimately 
defeated; a compromise will undoubtedly be made 
at a. :figure so low as to be but little, if any, praetical 
embart"assment to the people. 

THE RATE OF TAXATION, 

exclusive of sehool tax, is about one per eent; this 
b:lcln~s ,.torty cents for State revenue, and State 

interest, forty cents for county proper, and twenty 
cents for road tax. 

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM 

is a source of no small gratification and pride to 
the people. The county is laid off into sixty
three districts, each supplied with .a good, com
fortable school-house, where competent teachers 
are engaged for terms ranging from four to ten 
months in the year-generally not less than six 
months-thus affording ample opportunities for 
rich and poor alike for acquiring the rudiments of 
a g'ood, English education. There is in New Lon· 
don a graded school, conducted on the same basis, 
financially, as the country schools where the higher 

-m;ithematics and the languages·are taught in addi· 
tion to all the common English branches. Renselaer 
Academy", located in the northern part of the county, 
near the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad, is con· 
ducted by the Presbyterians, is au institution of 
acknowledged merit, fine location, and convenient 
of access; and being surrounded and supported by 
a very intelligent, enterprising, and hospitable com· 
munity, is, perhaps, one of the very best country 
schoo1s to be found anywhere in the West. These 
facilities, supplemented by the liberal inducements 
offered by the State University, at Columbia, and 
numerous institutions of learning, in easy reaeh of 
even the lJOor, afford ample opportunity to all hay
ing the inclination and requisite energy to tread the 

·paths of science and art, and ascend the heights of 
learning. 

RELIGIOUS. 

The various religious denominations are well 
represented in the county, The Presbyterians have 
four churches; Methodiste, five; Baptists, eleven, 
Christians (Campbellites), seven, and Catholics, 
three. Most all of them have good, substantial 
meeting-ho1ises, and their congregations are re
spectable in numbers, and are steadily increasing. 
Perhaps no community in any part of the 'Vest can 
justly boast of a better social and moral standing
honesty, industry, hospitality, genenl intelligence, 
and prudent enterprise being traits universally met 
witli among the people. 

TRANSPORTATION, MARKETS AND TOWNS. 

The broad Mississippi sweeps along the eastern 
border. The Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad 
strikes into the north and·northwest. T'he<Missouri, 
Kansas & 1'exas pass~s through the northern part. 
the St. Louis & Keokuk along the eastern line; the 
St. Louis, Hannibal & Keokuk runs through the 
east central part through the county "seat toward 
St. Louis; the Chica.go & Alton .to1rnhes the southern 
part, and the Ralls County brancl1, graded and 
rea<:}y for the ties, runs southwest through the. best 
portion of the county, tlu·ough the coal. l'egio11 in 
the direction of Mexico and Jefferson City. Han
nibal, one of the best markets and shipping po.ints 
on the Mississippi IUver, is almost within a stone's 
throw of .the county line at the northeast; is ap, 
proached from the county by sphmclid gravel and 
dirt roads. Saventon, on the Mississippi, ia as~· 
on the St. Louis & Keokuk, and affords a poiµt;minl. 
whkh to ship either by rail or water. llfo~ Cit;r 
on the north\\•est, and Vandalia ou the .so17cth, fttr,.. 
nish excellent markets and shipping p9ints - tlM 
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former IJeing lomitcd on the Hannibal & St. Joseph, 
1111d Missouri, Kansas&, Texas miilways, the latter 
·On lho Chicago & Alton. New London, the county, 
· se:tt, is located on the St. I,ouis, Hannibal & Keokuk 
R:dlroad, is surrounded by a very fertile district of 
country, and furnishes a market and shipping point 
for innnensc quantities of wheat, cor11, and live 
.stock. nc~idcs these there are within the county 
llassm·d nnd Renselaer, on the Missom·i, Kansas 
,'t r11exas, Camp Creek, J:>lu1n Creek and liilizabeth 
stat.ion, on the St. Louis, Jiannilml & Keokuk. As 
!Jcforc stated, the Ralls County branch railroad, 
running south Westerly iron1 Nc.nv London, is g-raded 
.and rciidy for the tics and iron. '!'his road passes 
throug;h a !Jcautiful pi·airie district of country for a 
·distance of thirty miles. '.l'im!Jer of excellent qual
ity iH within. <•asy rea(\h nt all points; the soil is of 
gno<l <11v1lity, anti the I.rack passes direetly ove1' rich 
·Coal deposits for a dist:mce of near a d_ozen miles. 
On this route and on Li<1k Creek is loccitcd the town 

·Of Perry, in the midst of the rich coal banks. This 
town has a IJrigllt fnturc before it. With its mag
nill"cut an<l snrrmmcUng rcsourr.es of coal, tim!Jer, 
w11t.er, splencUd building material, mineml points 
·Of y1u·ious kincle, its well as 11 most prolift" soil, and, 
l>ei'ng the center 0£ tt la.rge circle of tt·ado, it is only 
11er:ess11ry thi1t' its railroad he furnished and its 
great natnr1tl advantages be developed to make it a 
place .of very eonsiderable importance, IJoth as a 
ma11ul11cturing and tr:uling town. Center, located 
on the Hame rnnt.e, 11bont midway !Jetwecn New 
London and l'crry, is a thriving town, in which a 
goocl amount of business .is now carried on, which 
would be grcntly inc1rei1sed hy the completion of the 
J•ailroad ancl the dcvelopn;cnt of tile adjacent 
·Country. New J,ondon is ]Jeautifn!lyloc.ated on an 
eminence, Ml'orcling a ftlle view of the valley of 
Salt River, ancl 11 rich anc1 ]Je1mtiiul Hurroundiug 
country. It Ju1s a pop\1!ation of about 700 souls, five 
-0hnrc.!1es, two scl10ol-ho1:1Bes, and the public !Jnild
dngs of the county; 11 :llourishing !Jank, four !Jlack
·smith shops, two dry good stores, five groceries, 
.three drug stores, harness and sarldlcry fac
tory, one shoe shop, three good hotels, sever:tl 
boarding houses, two steam mills, a good saw mill, 
.a new elevator, 11 h:trdware store, a stove :tnd tin 
store and tinners' shop-and needs a dozen enter
prising men of capital to do the lmsiness it should 
do-as well a wagon and plow factory, and m:tny 
other manufuctnring esta!Jlishments that w'ould he 
1well sustained, if well managed. 1'here are two 

p1·eachcrs, ten or twelve school teachers, about 
half a dozen lawyers, and nearly as many good 
rncdie'.ll doctors. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

Lands throughout the county are very cheap, 
considering social, educational ancl commercial ad
vantages, ranging generally from :five to forty 
dollars per acre. llfany imp1·oyed fanns can be 
IJought at from ten to thirty dollars per acre. Several 
thousand ste:tcly, industrious men and women, from 

other States and countries, are needed to give 
diversity. to rtssoGiations; enlarge the circle of 
productions; break up provincialisms and preju
dices; force agriculture out of its old-time worn 
routes; reduce to a prot1uctive st:ite the thousands 
ot acres of unculti'rntecl lands; develop the mineral 
resources, and !Juild up factories of all kinds. 
Dairies, vineyards, good orchards, a.nd factories, are 
:tlmost unknown to the people, except as they are 
known to exist in other places; yet, in Ralls County 
are raised the finest cattle; having the IJest of 
pastures; abundance of clear running water; innu
merable rich hillsides and fertile valleys, awaiting 
the skilled hand of the pomologist, and many kinds 
of materials arc wasting because the cunning skill 
of the manufacturer has never been ilwoked to save 
t;hem and transform them into sources of comfort 
and happiness to the people. 

SUl\IMARY 0~' ADVANTAGES. 

Nowhere can the honest, industrious home-seeker 
go, aud meet with a warmer, kinder welcome than 
here; nowhere in the great, growing West can he 
:find a more genial climate; nowhere can he :find a 
greater v:.riety of fertile soil, ready to yield hiln a 
rich recompense for all the labor :tnd skill he may 
judiciously apply; now'here can he find soils, clim:tte 
ancl conditions better adapted to whatever turn his 
taste may take-whateyer !Jrancll of industry his 
inclination may follow in the grand and !Jeautiful 
:field of agriculture. He can raise wheat, corn, oats. 
or grass; or, he (l:tn turn his attention to the culture 
of fruits of all kinds, produced in this latitude, such 
as apples, peaches, pears, plums, cherries, IJ!ack
berries, raspberries, st1·awbe1Ties, etc.; or, he m:ty 
engage in raising horses, mules, cattle, sheep and 
hogs, with the utmost cert:tinty of success, if he 
will only combine judgment and pel'Sevemnce with 
re:tson:tble skill and industry. The :field is equally 
open to mechanics and tradesmen. 

RANDOLPH COUNTY. 

Randolph Oounty lies bet-1veen the 91° and 92' par
·allel of longitude, and 39° and 40' north latitude, 
between the Mississippi and l\1isso,u·i IUvers. It is 
part of the great water-shed of North :Missouri, and 
sends oil' its streams to e:tch river, thus giving rise 
to ueautiflll belts and groves of timber, interspersed 
with magnificent llrairies. It is bounded on the 
11orth by l\Iacon and Shel!Jy, on the east !Jy Monroe 
an<l Audrain, on the south by Howard and Boone, 

and on the west by Chariton Oollllty. The gra.od 
divide and old Indian trail pa.ss in a northern dl· 
reetion through the eastern part of the oolllltf, 
leaving more than one-fourth, on the east, dm.ID$ll 
by streams :flowing to the !"t1lsslsl!•iii'Fl1 \V"u~r. vu tt~ 
west they fiow to the Missouri River. In the west, , 
along Silver Creek, the county is quite ro!llng. 
Ne:tr tile Chariton River, in the west, the land is 
undul:tting. The slopes adjacent to Dark and 
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Nuncas Creeks are gentle, becoming more rolling 
near the middle forks of the Chariton River, in the 
northern part of the county. Near the east fork of 
\Yalnut and Sugar Creeks, it is more rolling. 

The prairie east of the grand di vide,with the timber 
skirting it, comprises about one-tbird of the county, 
and is finely adapted to general agricultural pur
suits. The western portion of the county contains 
more timber than prairie lttnd. 

'i'he land is rich and of great productive qualities. 

THE TIMBER 

consists of elm, cotton-"l\·ood, shell-bark hickory, 
linden, and bnlT, swamp, red, white, and black 
oak, sycamore, hackberry, birch, sugar, walnut, and 
white maple. The swamp land in the county com
prises u very small portion, and has mostly been 
drained sufficiently to be cultivated, and yields 
abundant crops. 

.AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS. 

The soil in Randolph County is adapted to the 
production of all the small grains, corn and 
tobacco. Fruits, such as apple, pear, plumb, 
cherry, peaches, black, straw, and raspberries, cur
rants, etc., are almost never-failing crops, and of 
the most delicious qualities, when properly carecl 
:for. In the growth of timothy and clover it can
not he surpassed by any county in the State; 
while blue grass is a natural 1p:owth, sw11,eping over 
prairie and woodland, eating out everything that 
oor:i.es in its way. 

-1"HE MINERAL PRODUCTIONS 

of the county, so far as discovered, are coal, :fire 
and potters' clay, copperas, zinc, and sandstone. 
Coal, especially of good c1nality, is found in veins 
of from three to five :feet in thickness, cropping ont 
in various localities. These are being mined success' 
:fully and lnrgely at Huntsville, Higbee, Rennick, 
Jacksonville, Elliott, and Thomas Hill; the ship· 
,,men ts from Huntsville alone averaging tln;ee million 
bushels per annum. 

THE RAILROAD FACILITIES 

in the county are quite extensive, and the county 
has paid ull subscriptions excepting one town
ship, which owes a small bonded debt on rail
road subscription. The "\Vabash, St. Louis &, Pacific 
runs through Prairie, Sugar Creek, Cairo, Jackson 
and Salt Spring, a distance of about forty-three miles, 
passing through the towns of Renick,;}foberly, Cairo 
and Jacksonville, on its northern extension, and 
through Huntsville and Clifton on its main line to 
:Kansas City. The Missouri, Kansas & Texas tra
verses the county from east to west, through Union 
and Sugar Creek Townships, to. the city of Moberly, 
and then in a southwestern direction, through Prai
rie anrl Moniteau, and through the to\yns Of Elliott 
and Ifigbee, a distance of twenty-three miles. The 
Chic::uro & Alton, through Prairie, Moniteau and a 
portio; of i\il>er Creek, and through the young 
towns of Clark, Hlgbee & Elliott, a distance of 
eighteen mi.Jes; and the Missouri & Mississippi Rail
road intende<l to run from Keokuk, Iowa, to the 

·:Missouri Itiver, is graded through the western part 
of the county, a portion of the same being already 
bnilt from Salisbury to Glasgow. 

' l<'INANCIAL. 

Taxable property in the county, 
exclusive of railroad ..•....••••••. $4,,218,795 

Railroad property, as valued hy 
County Court.................. . . . . 940,84() 

Total.. ...••.•.......••..•••.•..•. $5,159,635 

Rate of taxation, State purposes........ 40 

County........................... .•..... 40 

Road ..•......•.....•••......••.•••••.•••. 
School.................................... 34 

Total ......•••.....•..••••••..••.••••.•• $119 

Sugar Creek Township has a railroad tax ot 
twenty-five cents. 'l'he total population of the 
county is about 26,000. 

EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL 
MATTERS. 

There ai·e seventy-live school districts and 
school-houses in the county, mostly frame, and 
well furnished, and good churches in 1tlmost every 
neighborhood. The mild temperature is between 
tl1e northern and southern extremes, and with a 
mean elevation of 900 feet, gives a high 1tverage of 
health. Very little marshy or swamp land is found 
in the county. Malaria, with its consequences, has 
disappeared, and for health nandolph County will 
compare favorably with auy county in the State of 
J',lissouri; and its popullttiou, in respect to intelli· 
gence, morality and sociability, is second to none 
other in any county; and no other people will, with 
more generous hands and wanner hearts, extend a 
welcome to all who may seek homes within her 
borders. · 

CROP STATISTICS. 

The yield of the different productions of the 
county are about as foilows: 

·wheat, per acre, bushels •••........•••.•. 18 
Cor11,. " '' ,,., • . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 45 

Rye, ••·••··· ••••..•. 2'.. 
Oats, •........•..•... 45· 
Timothy, tons............................. I! 
Tobacco, pounds ..........•....••••...•.. 1,000 

Beans, potatoes, sorghum, broom corn, hungarian 
=d millet do as well as in any other country. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

While general farming can be prosecuted with 
great snccess, that branch of fanning for which 
Randolph is pre-eminently adapted is stock-raising. 
The grazing is :fine and all other facilities excellent. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Moberly is a beautiful city of nearly 10,000 inhabi
tants, and is, from its location, a raill·oad center of 
North l\fissouri. The machine shops of the Wabash, 
St. r,ouis & Pacific Railroad are located here, giving 
employment to nearly one thonsand men. The 
streets are lighted with gas, and the finest public 
school building in the county is located here. 

Huntsville, the county seat, near the center ot 
the county, with a population of 2,500, Salt Spring 
To\vnship, has splendid gas works, gas lighted 
streets, with several streets macadamized, 1t11d has 
cxtensi>e coal mines. It is the seat of Mount 
Pleasant College-an institution of learning, with a 
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·high reputation. The Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific 
Railroad passes through it. More than two million 
pounds of tobacco are shipped from. this point 
.alone, annually. 

Renwick, in Prairie Township, is a lively town of 
.400 inhabitants, on the m.ain line of the Wabash, St. 
Louis & Pacific Railroad. 

Higbee and Elliott, both in Moniteau Township, 
and on the line of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas 
Railroad, Higbee being aJso on the Chicago & 
.Alton Railroad, have about 800 inhabitants each. 

Cairo, on the northern extension of the Wabash, 
St. Louis & Paci:dc Railroad, has 800 inhabitans. 

Jackson, in Jackson Township, on sam.e railroad, 
has 350 inhabitants. 

Clifton Hill, on \vest line of county, on main line 
to Kansas of the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Rail
road, has 150 inhabitants. All these smaller towns 
are surrounded by a rich agricultural country, and 
do a tine busmess. 

PRICE OF LAND, 

Farms can be purchased at various prices, ranging 
from eight to twenty-five dollars per acre, acClOrd
ing to location, improvements, etc., and unimproved 
land much cheaper. 

RAY COUNTY. 

Ray County has an area of 561 square miles, and 
.1159,000 acres. It is bounded on the south by the l\:l:is
sollri :River, on the west by Olay and Clinton 
(Jou».ties, on the north by Caldwell County, and on 
the east by Carroll County. It is less than thirty 
miles from Kansas City, and only forty miles south
west of St. Joseph. L!lavenworth and Atchison are 
within forty miles of its western border. It is for
tunate in latitude, natural and artificial lines of 
transportation and travel, and especially so in its 
;relation to the great central markets of the country. 
·The 

TOPOGRAPHICAL FE~TURES 

.of this county, too, are an attraction. Instead of 
low and somewhat swampy country, are beauti:ful, 
.arable valleys, graceful, swelling prairies, charming 
intervals, ranges of low hills, and along the Missouri 
River, some of the most picturesque bluff lines in 
all the western country. One-fourth of the county 
is valley, principally along the Missouri River. The 
Missouri bottoms, which at some points are low, 
dead fiats, subject to overflows, are here a.cross the 
entire sou1'1>. border of Ray County, high "bench" 
lands, fifteen to thil·ty feet above the river bed, with 
.adfilirable natural drainage, and always available to 
the ai,'Ticulturalist. Tpey are from one to ten miles 
wide, their average width across the country being 
about six miles. One· third of the county is made up 
.of rolling prairies and parks. The prairies neve1· 
.drop into levels or plains, as in western l(ansa.s and 
Nebraska, but resemble more the dead swells of a 
.lieavy sea, have natural drainage, and are, next to 
.the parks, the finest feature of the landscape. 

NATIVE TIMBER 

is most admirably distributed over the country, It 
is a constant alternation of forest, with prairie as 
.convenient as it is beauti:fUl. Two-thirds of the 
jarms of the county are either a combination of 
timber and prairie, or are so situated as to have a 
nea.r timber lot for farm uses. Unlike the great 
1Jrairie regions, whose wooded belts are, at best, 
but a sho11:, thin growth, these Ray County forests 
are a stately and thick growth of oak, elm, black 
walnut, sugar and white inaple, ash, bo:x: elder, 

,; llickory, pecan, ha.ckberry, coffee-bean, linden, 

sycamore and cotton-wood. Walnut and the bettei: 
·varieties of oak are in abundant supply, and heavy 
shipments of oak and walnut lumber and timber are 
annually made from this county. 

MINERALS, 

Grey and blue limestone are found in massive 
quru.Ties, finely stratified and easily worked from 
the clean, thin fiags to the heaviest dimension stone. 
A fine article of freestone is also found in the 
bluffs at various points in the county. Ne:x:t to its 
rich and versatile soil, tile greatest natural resource 
of Ray County is its coaJ measures, underlying one
fourth of the county, in a twenty-four-inch vein. 
This coal is bituminous in kind, is fully equ&J in 
quality to the best soft coals of Illinois or the Cher
okee and Osage coals of Kansas. The vein crops 
out along the sharp ravines and l\Iissouri River 
bluffs, in the southern portion of the county, where 
it is often worked by "stripping" and "drifting," 
but generally lies from_ sixty to one hundred teet 
below the surface, and underlying a strong stratum 
of rock, is very conveniently worked from the 
shafts. 

THE WATER SUPPLY 
\ 

is ample for all domestic needs, But it is the 
quality more than the quantity of the Ray County 
waters that will .most il1terest the inquirer. The 
l\Iisso:nri and Crooked Rivers, with the Crooke« 
l!'orks, the Fishing and Wakanda Creeks, and their 
branches, together with a s!l0re1lrmore ofsmall runs 
and numerous spring brooks, furnish au excellent 
supply of running water for stock-growing pur
poses. There are hundreds of clear, cold springs 
that are invaluable to the farmers of the county, for 
they, are generally associated with groves of timber, 
which make a splendid rendezvous for live stock, 
both in.summer and winter. Wells range from twelve 
to fi:fty feet in depth, and rarely fail of an enduring 
and bountiful supply of excellent water.. 

PASTURAGE. 
Ray County has been settled J!fty-eight years; 

and is well under cultivation, so that the na.tin 
prairie grasaes of the early day are pretty much a 
thini:- of hi&tory. Only a few isolated patohes <>I. 
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"blue joint" remain to remind the eady settlers of 
this beautiful region of the" good old days," when 
the cattle, horses and mules ran at will over the 
:tlelds of wild grasses and wild 11.owers. In their 
'stead ai·e rich corn·ftelds, blue grass pastures and 
clover and timothy meadows from end to end of 
Ray County. Not even the forests are exempt from 
the innovation. Blue ~rass is chief in Ray County 
as in old Kentucky. It is indigenous to the country 
ancl has conquered Jield, highway and forest, till 
both the wild and domestic blue grass pastures of 
this county would do honor to the estate of an 
Illinois or Kentueky cattle prince. In this mild 
climate it makes continual pasturage, and that 
makes wealth for any country. 

Clover and timothy meadows are very c.ommon in 
this country, and white clover is. also seen every
where. For the breeders of prime cattle, sheep, 
horses, mules and swine, it is an inviting region. 
Every facility fo1• the successful production of this 
industry is here present; cheap corn, fine pasturage 
of the best sort, admirable shelter, with genial, 
open winters, and an abundant supply of clear 

. spring and runuing· water. The following figures 
willgive an idea of the extent of stock-raising and 
feeding in the county, and it must he borne in milld 
that the grades are of the !Jest: 

Horses, s,000; n1ules and asses, 7,000; cattle, 25,000; 
and swine, 35,000. Sheep are only raised in small 
fiocks, of twenty to .fifty upon ea.ch farm, and the 

· Cotswolds seem to be the favorite. There are prob
ably about 6,000 sheep kept in the county. 

The home market value -of stock, will not mate
rially differ from prices in neighboring States. 

I<'RUIT-GROW'ING. 

The number, extent, thrift, and bounty of the 
orchards in this .region will be a matter of surprise 
to all visitors. This is essentially .a fruit country. 
The Jl.ne, well-trained orchard is the rule, and not 
the exception. Little effort is required to plant and 
bring to perfection the apple, })each, pear, and 
cherry tree, and every farmer of any th1•ift has his 
frnityard and orchard. Thriftier apple and peach 
trees cannot be found in the most- famous fruit 
districts of the continent. Small fruits are an 
unquali:tled succelils. .'i.11 the staple fruits are grown 
in profusion. The grape never fails, and, with these 
eunny southerq and easte1·n e:iqiosures and genial 
climate, the vine seems " to the manor born." The 
forests and wild ravines abolllld with wild vines of 
many species and varieties, and ·wild fruits, of all 
kinds known to this fatitude, grow ingreat profusion. 

THE SOIL AND ITS PRODUCTIVENESS. 

In the bottoms and " benches" it is, of course, 
the inevitable alluvium, black with vegetable de
composition and inexhaustibly rich with the drift 
of many ages. Here arc lowland corn:tllllds. that 1 

ha.ve given fifty successive crops,_ covering an an
nual yield of fifty, seventy, ninety, and one hundred 
bushels per acre, and show no niore sign of dimnni
tion in yield than wnen the pioneers gathered the 
second crop. One-fom-th of the whole county is of 
thi.i i111pe1ishable ·soil, that will be growing ninm

·.moth corn when American civilization is a thous
and years old. On the. high, rolling prairies, tile 
soil is the same dark, rich, vegetable mould, that 

attains in Illinois and Iowa from two to five feet in 
depth, and is unde1'.laid with the famous loess, or
lacustrine depqsit, which is mostly composed of· 
:tine silica, is rich in the carbonates and phosphates 
of Iime, and runs down to the bed roek. 'I'he tim
ber lands of Ray County do not materially differ 
from the prairie lands, except in the ligl?t measure 
of clay that is occasionally found above the loess 
deposits and the bed-rock formations. With the 
gi·eat fertility and pecnlia.r composition of these 
soils comes a versatility of production and resource 
that is altogether remarkable. Everything grown 
from Northern Louisiana to the sliores of Lake· 
Superior, flourishes here. Wheat gives a relinble 
yield of fourteen to thirty bush.els per acre, and 
flourishes on. all soils, from the bottoms to the 
crown of the hills. Corn is the staple grain, nnd 
fnlly 2,500,000 bushels al'e annually grown here, the· 
yield runmng all the way fro1n forty to one hundred 
bushels per acre. As a col'n country, Ray County 
will rank with the famous Nishna Valleys, of Iowa, 
or the· Sciota bottoms of Ohio. The yearly product 
of tobacco is 250,000 to 300,000 pounds. Oats, barley, 
and rye are as much at home here it's anywhere on 
the green eai-th. Castor beans, hemp, :tlax, millet,. 
hungarian, all the domestic grasses, all tlle fruits 
of the medium latitudes, all the vegetables of gard
en and field, have a generous growth in this fertile, 
llexible and enduring soil. · 

LAND PRICES. 

Good farms in the vnlleys, on the high p1•airies, or
in the timbered districts, with good homes, out
btlildings, fences, and orchards, sell at ten to thirty 
dollars per acre. Many a superior farm may be 
had for twenty dollnrs, and not infrequently a :line 
estate is offered ~or :tlfteen dollars per acre. Wild,. 
wooded tracts are sellil1g at three to ten dollars per 
a.ere, and many of these tracts are well watered, 
and so abundant in blue grass pasture thatforaheep 
and cattle ranges they could ha.raly be excelled. 
In the towns, commercial and residence properties 
are selling at very reasonable rates. It is quite 
noteworthy, too, that good coal lands are selling ai 
the same scale of prices that govern average farm 
lands. 

RAILWAYS AND MARKETS. 

The Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway runs 
from east to west across the.south half, and the St. 
Joseph & Lexington branch across the west half of 
the county, giving at least a half dozen local market 
places with railway facilities. Chicago, St. Louis and 
Kansas City, are all brought within easy and quick 
communication with this county. Kansas City, the 
best market town of the Missouri Valley, is withln 
an hour's ride, and its wonderful commerce is al
ready haVing its influence upon real estate val1;1.es 
for fifty miles a.round. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Richmond is the capital of Ray County, This 
thriving city has a population of 2,500; is located 
on the St. Joseph & Lexington branch of the Wa• 
bash, St. Louis & Paci:tl.c Railway, about forty mil~ 
east of Kans.as City, in the midst of the coal :6.eld.so\t 
the county, and is surrounded by one of the ri~ 
and most attractive farm distriets of Missouri.. 

Hardin, Vibbard; Lawson, Millville, JiJimcville 
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·Qrrick, .Albany, Henrietta, and Camden, are all 
thriving towns, of from 200 to 500 inhabitants, sit11· 
.ated in prosperous farm districts, with good com· 
mercial advantages. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The educational intereste of the county have 
been well attended to. Every district has its 
public school, and at Richmond is a gruded school 
of most superior character. The sum annually 
·expended for the purposes of free education in 
Ray Comity amounts to about $35,000. Many of the 

school bulldiJ).gs are new and substantial struc· 
tures . 

COUNTY l'INANCES-THE PEOPLE. 

The valuation of the county's real estate and per· 
sonai property is $10,000,000. · 

'file total tax for State, county, and school pnr· 
poses is $1.20 per $100. . 

. The people of Ray County are progressive and 
hospitable, and extend the hand of welcome to the 
industrious immigrants who may see :fit to settle 
among them. · 

REYNOLDS COUNTY. 

ney11olds County is situated in the southeast part 
-of the State; is bom1ded on the north hy Dent and 
Iron ClountieR; cast hy I1•011 aml Wuyne; south by 

· {;)ll.l'ter and Shannon, and west by Dent and 
Shannon Oountie8, and co11tah1~ ·1!14 .• 379 acres. It is 
a comparatively new county, havmg been formed 
from some of the adjoining Muntics. It is only 
about one lmndrocl miles south o! Rt .. Ioouis, the 
greatest city of the West, whil1h now !ms tt popula
tion of about 500,000 inhubitants, and afl'or<ls ono of 
the best markets in the United Stutes. 

l'OPULA'.l'ION. 

Although tho <1ou11ty sufrered severGly during the 
lute civil war, which almost de11op11lated it at one 
timG, ·it has tt 110111,tlation of over 5,000 inhabitants. 
The building of the St. I.ouis & Iron Mountain Rail· 
road in 1875, which passes near the. eastern bound· 
JJ.ry of the county, has given 11 wonderful impetus to 
immigration and improvements of all kinds. 

SURF .A.OE OB"ARACTERISTXCS - SOILS. 

The su:tfaee of the country is somewhat irregular, 
rather hilly, interspersed with valleys of rich allu· 
vial soil. The soil Is divided into bottom and up
lands - the former being a rich alluvial soil, while 
the upliinds are of clay and clay subsoil, producing 
.all the varieties ot vegetation that grow In the bot· 
toms, but not in· such ·abundance. Along and near 
tl1e rivers ·and principal streams, and intermediate 
between the bottoms and table 01·nplands, the coun
try is rough and hilly. There is, however, scarcely 
'.any part of the county too tough for good pasturage 
-especially for sheep walks. 

STOCK HUSBANDRY AND CLIMATE. 

· '.rli.e winters are unusually short, and stock re· 
quires but little feeding, cattle Jn some portions of 
the county· (except during very scve1·e winters) 
wintering ,themselves on that supplied by nature. 
Hogs ai·e often driven to market and butchered for 
home consumption off of mast. Cattle;· hogs, and 
sheep are·raised for mar'.ltet to some extent. Blue 
grass, timothy, ·clover,; red top, or herd grass, 

·grow well, while the. wild grasses a:ffoi:'d exten· 
sive. and excellent pasturage. "Fhere being no 
stock law in this State, ~.attle cil.n roam at will over 
tile b,llls, Wild mast· consists of white, black, and 

post oak, hickory and :walnut. l'or dairy purposea 
the county oifers une:tcelled facilities of climate, 
springs, streams, and wild pasturage; yet, the ad• 
vantages have not been practically developed. 
'.rhere is but little prairie, most of the land being 
well timbered, and about one-:tl.ftleth of the county 
cultivated. 

FRUIT GROWING. 

The untillablc land is well adapted to pasturage, 
:fruit, and vineyards, the entire county being. well 
adapted to :fruit and grapes, wild grapes gl'Owing in 
abundance all over the count;y, 

THE TIMBER SUPPLY. 

Timber of all kinds and in any quantity is found 
in all parts o~ the county, consisting principally of 
pine, oak, ash, hickory, walnut, sugar, maple and 
pa'v paw. 

WATER AND MILI.-POWER. 

The county is well watered by Black River, East 
Middle and West Fork and Logan's Oreek,:which 
traverses it from northwest to southeast •. .At· the 
junction of East, Middle and West Fork of Black 
River a stream of considerable. size is formed, 
which :flows al011g the eastern border of the county 
for many :miles, winding in a zig.zag course across 
a broad valley, laying it o!f in lots suitable for 
farming purposes, many of which are occupied. 
'.rhe western portion of the county is watered by 
Lost Spring Creek; Bee Fork, and numerous :fine, 
large springs and small creek$. Some of the 
streams in the county are large enough for ordinary 
rafting purposes, and afford, as do also many of the 
springs, good water-power; 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The . agricwtln'al prodnct!e:::.s . ~"e CCr!l, w~, 
oats, rye, potatoes and tobacco-,.the latter of a 
superior quality. 

MINERALS. 

TM county Is rklh In minerals, Iron being found 
In all parts of the oounty. Lead, rich In silver; has 
also been found in the county. · 

.MANUFAOTORIES. 

The inanufacturing interests have recehted but 
·little attention, and consist principally of a few 
:flouring and saw mills. · 
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EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS A1-"'J) SOCIAL. 

The public school system is well developed; al>out 

forty-five schools are now in operation, being sup

ported from a State fund and the proceeds of every 

sLxteenth section, as well as by special taxation. 

The religions denominations are Methodist, Baptist, 

Christian, and a general sprinkling of other de

nominations. There are about thirty churches in 

the countv. There is one Masonic lodge aud hall 

in the co,;nty (at Logan's Creek), one Odd Fellows' 

lodge and hall (at Lesterville). 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

State and county taxes in 1879 were one dollar and 

forty cents on the one hundred dollars. Each dis-

trict leTies its ovrn school tax, which cannot exceed 

forty cents ou the one hundred dollars without a 

special vote. Reynolds County has no bonded in

debtedness of any kind. 

PRICE 01'' FARMS. 

Improved farms can be bought from three dollars 

to twenty dollars per ecre. Unimproved lands can 
be purchased cheap. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Centreville, the county seat, on the \Vest Fork of 

Black River, is a thriving little town, eighteen miles 

from Ozark Mills, its usual railroad station. 
Lesterville and Logan's Creek Post-Office, are both 

growing places, and do a large business. 

RIPLEY COUNTY. 

Ripley County is situated in Southeast Missouri, 

on the Arkansas border, one hundred and sLxty-eight 

miles south of St. Louis, seventy-Jive miles west of 

the l\Iississipp1 River, and within ten miles of the 

St. Louis, Iron ::.fountain & Southern Railway. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES. 

The face of the county is dh·ersified, the bottoms 

being level, while the uplands are gently undulating 

-only su:fficientlyrolling, in 111ost places, to shed the 

water in wet seasons. Along and near the rivers 

and principal streams, and between the bottoms and 

table or uplands, the country is rough, hilly and 

rocky. There is, however, scarcely auy part of the 

county so rough as not to afford good pasturage. 

CH.A.RA.CTERISTICS OF THE SOIL. 

The soil is divided into bottom and uplands; the 

:former being a rich, allu,·ial soil, confined to the 

:river nnd creek bottoms, and 1n·oducing) in large 

quantities, all the cereals and vegetables that grow 

in this latitude, while the uplands are of clay and 

clay subsoil, producing the same vttriety of vegeta~ 

tion, but not in same abundance. The uplands are 

better adapted to fruit-growing, especially grapes; 

they are also susceptible of rapid improvement by 

the fertilizers, as the clay soils hold all the manure 
. put upon them. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

The winters are generally short, and stock re

quires but little feeding; in some portions of the 

()Ounty the stock passes the winter entirely on the 

8Upply of nature. Hogs are often driven to market, 
veil fattened on mast. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. 

The average yield per acre of wheat is ftfteen bush· 

els; corn, forty; oo.t::o, thirty~.five; rye, tv·?enty; bar .. 

ley, twenty-two; potatoes, one hundred and twenty

ftve; timothy, one ton to the acre; And clover, hun

garian and millet, two and one-half tons; tobacco, 

one thousand pounds, aud cotton eight hundred 
pounds in the seed. 

Cattle, hogs and sheep are raised for market to 

some extent. Blue grass, timothy, clover, red-top 

or herd grass gro\v well for pasturage, while the · 

wild grasses now afford extensive and excellent 

pasturage. 'Vild mast consists of white, black and 

post O>Lk, hickory and walnut. For dairy purposes! 

the e.onnty offe1·s unexcelled facilities in climate, 

springs, streams and wild pasturage, yet the advan

tages have not been practically developed. There 

is no prairie, all being timber, and about onc-filtieth 

of the county cultivated. Tile untillable land is 

well adapted to pasturage, fruit and vineyards, the 

entire county being well adapted to fruit and grapes 

wild grapes growing all over the county. 

ED'GCA.TIONA.L FACILITIES AND RELIGIOUS 

ADVANTAGES. 

The public school system is well developed; about 

thirty-five schools are now in operation, being sup. 

ported from a State fund, and the proceeds of every 

sLxteenth section, as well as by special taxation. 

The religious denominations are llfethodist, Baptist~ 

Catholic, Presbyterian and Christian, all of whom 

are well represented throughout the county. There 

are two or three Grange societies, four Immigration 
societies, one Masonic lodge, and two newspapers

the "Prospect" and the "N ews"-both published at 
Doniphan, the county se11t. 

TAXATION L"'<D POPULATION . 

State and county taxes for 1879, $1.40 on each ~100. 
Each township levies its own school tax. 

The population is increasing, mainly from Ten

nessee, Kentucky, New York, Ohio, IDinois, Indiana. 

and Pennsylvania. The extension of the State Line 

Railroad proposes to pass through Ripley. The 

count! i~ reasonably well supplied with mills, but 
there is l'Oom for many more. 

WATER-POWER,.ETC. 

The county is exceedingly well supplied with 

everlasting water for small steaniboa.ts, rafting, the 
running of machinery, and for stock. 

Current River ftows a. northwest to southeast 

course through the county, a distance of thirty-Jive 

miles, and a el.earer, more beautiful and rapid 

stream cannot be found, never having been frozen 
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·over, and nffords an outlet to the Southe.m market 
nil the year for Jlatboats and rafts. 

Little Bh1ck, another beautiful sti:ean1, not so 
large ns Current HiVCl', rises in tile southwestern 
portion and flows a south of east eourse :; dista,nce of 
twenty miles, then a,n east of south a dista,nce of 
alHJU t fifteen miles, affording power now for three 
mills, and power for many more not utilized. 

lfonrchee rises in the '\'\1est., !·~<Yws in a southeast 
of south course, alHl, with her tributaries, tr:werses 
about thirty-Jivo 1niles, fur11ishi11g power now for 
th«ee mills, and plenty of power not used. 

Current IUvcr has as t1·Hn1tarics on the \vest, :Big 
and J,it,1,le llarrcn, Buffalo, Compton, W'clls, Briar, 
!\fill .and Glaizo Creeks, n.lHo, two never-failing 
springs, one affording a fifty horse-power, and .the 
other a one lnmdrod horse-power, wit.hjn one-fourth 
of n, ini.lc 0£ U1eir sonr<~.e. These springs arc :.tbout 
one-lrnlf mile west of t.ho rlvor, with quite a num
lier of spring hra1a\hes. '.!:ho eastern tributaries are 
Cedar, Oolviu, Kelley, I8aa.c's, Hills, and DmUcy; 
<Jypj:css, Logan, mid Harris empty into Uttle mack. 
'l'hcro is a goodly mun!Jer of smaller streams and 
.spring- branches. 

There are about one hundred and fifty miles of 
running and never-failing streams, and about the 
same amount of miles that afford stock-water over 
three-fourths ~f the' year. 

MINERAL RESOURCES, 

.~ipley is known to contain large deposits of iron 
m:-e, and other mi11emls are believed to exist here. 

PRICE OF LAND, ETC. 

Them are quite a number of improved farms for 
sale at three to eight dollars per acre, as well as • 
farge bodies of unimproved hind at from two to five 
dollars per ncre, and considerable Government mul 
homestead lands. 'fhe St. J,ouis, Iron l\Iountain & 
S0uthern Uailroad owns 11,000 am·es of rich bottom 
111nd, at tln·ee to five dollars per acre. There are 
large bodies well adttpted for the location of colo
nies. 

Doniphan, the cotrn.ty seat, is situated on Current 
ltiver, eighteen 1ailes from the r:tilroad, and is a. 
smitll but thriving town, containing a hotel, court 
house, jail, general stores, and several good church 
edifices of various denominations. 

·-------------------

ST. OI-IARLES COUNTY. 

'.!'his county, in e:irlytimes ext.ending, inde1lnitely, 
northwtu·llly and weHtwardly, has :final.1y been cut 

· down to the limits of !\ll.57 squnre miles, equal to 
327,40.l acres, nnd is ))(ntndecl on tltc east aml north by 
1;ho .Mississippi and Cnivro mvers and Big Creek; on 
the fiOUth lly 1.l1e !lfissouri rnver, and west hy ·war
ren County-Bo lllitt it muy readily Jie seen that the 
foeilltiCH ior t.rans1wrtation to nrnrkct by wate1· are 
·exceedingly favol'!l)J!c. Added to all. these con
veniences, there is the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacilio 
Jtaihvay, and St. Toouis ,~ Keokuk Railroad, one rnn
ning centrally through the county, and tho other 
more to its eastern side, thus affording a ready 
marlwt for grain and nll kinds of produce at every 
landing on the three rivers, and also at every station 
on either of the railroads. 

MARKET l!'ACILITIES. 

The city of St. Charles affords a fair and ready 
market for all kinds of produce, more especially 
corn anu wheat, in which tt-ade her merchants are 
fill alive anu wide awake. Then there is Alton, 
.across the l\fississippi IUver, on the Illinois side, 
which fa a live. business city; and should these 
marts fail the vender of grain, then just a step from 
the doors is the great market of the West-St. 
Louis. In short, the facilities for reaching market 
are equal, if not superior, to any county in the 
State, it hei~1g only twenty miles to St. Lollis by 
rock road• and railroad, and forty-five miles by 
water. 

SURFACE, CHARACTERISTICS AND PRO-
. DUCTIONS. 

About on"· third of the county is prairie; one
third is cultivated, and the balance is in tirn.ber
much of it of large size and fine quality. All kinds 

known to this latitude and clinl.ate thrive well, 
especially along the rivers and their tribnLal'ics. 
Burr oak, walnut, hickory, pecan, white oak, elm, 
cotton-wood, maple, s;rcamore, coffee-nut, wild 
cherry and black onJ,, may be named as the rn:in
cipal varieties. '.l'he cotmty is intersected by 
numerous streams, the principal of which are: 
Dardenne, Cnivre and :E,cnunc 08age Creeksi 'vith 
their numerous tributaries. 

Thelitnds in the west and southwestern part of 
the county are., in many l'laces, very broken; the 
upland, compnratirely thin, JJroclucing good pastur
age; but all .of the valleys are rich, and very pro
ductive. 

];'urther east, the lands in prove, and produce gooe 
average crops of corn, oats and tobacc;o; wheat 
does not do so well. .A1iples and peaches are pro
duced abnndantly, and of fine :fittvor. The land 
through this hilly or upland region has a shailower 
soil, u11de1faid with a red clay, impregnated with 
iron, mid is easily impro,•ed by use of fertilizers. 

By opening 3. j!!:.i!" cf Cividc~.e, !!.n.d pl!!.Cing or..e leg 
upon the court house and pointing the other to the 
extent of from twelve to fifteen miles, and sweeping 
a circle from the l\Iissouri to the l\11ssissippi river, 
and from this curved line down to the mouth of the 
Missouri river, these lands are of the very iinest 
quality for corn, wheat, rye, oats, barley, a,11d all 
kinds of vegetation; the Point and river prairies 
being of 11 very deep alluvial soil, which has stood 
heavy cropping for nearly or quite one hundred 
years, and still produce, as in its virgin days-no 
wear, no tire. Within these encircled limits, the 
uplands produce prime articles of wheat, corn and 
otheqiroducts, and these hills, valleys and prairie 
lands have made this the hanuer county for .corn 
and wheat, the corn being celebrated as the" St. 
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Charles White" and so quoted, and sold in market 
at from five to six cents per bushel, in advance of 
mixed and other grades. From two to three million 
bushels are produced in the cou,nty. 

The grain rp.erchants claim, also, that St. Charles 
is the banner co.unty foi· wheat, and that it will out
grade any other county in this cereal. Wheat in this 
region will.produce from fifteen tofortv-fivebushels 
per acre, and is often quoted specially as St. Charles 
wheat. Corn, from forty to one hundred bushels in 
the rich lllollds, and in more hilly from fifteen to forty 

•bushels per acre. The yield, in the county, of wheat, 
is estimated at one and a half million bushels 
annually. Not much rye is raised in this county, 
but the soil and climate produce a berry equal to 
a.ny raised East or 'Vest. Fine crops of barley have 
been raised, but other crops have superseded it. 
Hemp has done well, when cultivated. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

This is a good stock county, but more attention is 
paid to cereals. There are in the county, horses, 
5,706, worth $156,500; cattle, 12,317, worth $106,636; 
mules, 2,966, worth !j>98,159; asses and jennets, 24, 
worth $6ii0; sheep, 5,413, worth $6,067; hogs, 32,673, 
worth $50,0TI. 

OTH;ER VALUATIONS. 

The real estate is valued at $5,158,tl!M; grand total 
of personal property, $1,657,716, making the value of 
property in the county by the Assessor's books, · 
whic1il.is always under.value, equal to $6,816,340. 

THE MA.NUFA~TURING INTERESTS. 
There are several branches of manufactories in St. 

Charles, such as planing and furniture mills, 
woolen and yarn factories, saddlery shops and 
stores, stove and tin shops, lumb.er yards; etc. 

There are six merchant mills in St. Charles, four 
of which ·are in operation; also, one in Wentzville, 
one in O'Fallon, two at St. Peter's, one at :(!amburg, 
·and one at New Melle. These mills make thjl best 
brands of fionr, and ship off large quantities, the 
fiour being as celebrated as the wheat and corn of 
the county. . 

The streets, stores, dwellings and churches are 
thoroughly lighted by gas. The St. Charles Oar 
Manufacturing Company-capita! stock paid up 
$110,000-employ above. three hundred hands, and 
pay out monthly for labor $10,000. The capacity of 
the works is from eight to ten ca1·s per day, freight 
cars only being manufactured. These works turn 
out a very superior car wheel, and many are. sold to 
roads in different parts of the country. It is a 
growing institution. There are three weekly papers 
published· in St. Charles, and, indeed, altogether, 
the city puts on qmte stylish ·airs. St. Charles is 
well situated for manufacturing purposes. .A.long 
the bank of the Missd'uri River, water is right at 
hand, and there is rooin for extensive works. 

EDUCATIONA,L AND RELIGIOUS. 

The educational facilities are equal to any county 
in the State outside of St. Louis. ·There are in the 
county from seventy-five to eighty schools, four of 
which are for colored children. In the city there 
ar~ three public schools, one of which is for colored 

children. ·There are' a number of private schoola 
throughout the city and county. There are also 
schools of a professed higher order-the St. Charles 
Collea:e, ht .charge of the Methodists, with a com
petent corps of professors; the Con vent of the 
Sacred Heart, which is in charge of the Catholics; 
the Lindenwood 1''emale College, with a iull corps 
o:f teachers. This institution is situated in a linden 
grove, on high and beautiful rolling lands, and 
affords a magni.tlcent view over many miles of the. 
surrounding country; then Woodlawn Seminary,. 
for young ladies, near the town of 0'1',allon. 

Churches, with the accompanying Sabbath
schools, abound in both city and county, there· 
being ten in the city, besides two colored ones •. 
.And so equal, also, is the distribution through· the. 
county, as to 'churches and schools, that the immi· 
grant' in this regard would be at home. 

HEALTH. 

St. Charles is as healthy as any county in the State; 
as many gray-haired, active, robust men can be seen 
here as in any place of the same size. · 

POPULATION STATISTICS. 

The city of St. Charles has a population of 6,000 
inhabitants, and is improving gradually and sub
stantially. There are in successful and thriving· 
operation in the city, three banks, with a liberal 
amount of capital paid up. 

The county has a population of about 25,000, com
posed of as substantial and orderly }leople as can 
be found in'thc Union of these States. 

FRUIT AND GRAPE CULTURE. 

The fruits are unsurpassed in quantity of yield 
and quality of fiavor. Almost every farmer has his 
apple orchard, peaches, llears, gTapes and smaller 
fruits. There are in the county about four hundred 
ac1·es in vineyards, in every favorable season yielding 
abundant crops· of delicious fruit. Many varieties 
have been cultivated, but the Concord seems to have 
taken the lead of most other varieties. There are a 
number of large Wille cellars, COl).taining every 
necessary convenience in their arrangements for· 
the making and storing of wine. 

St. Charles County is well known in the West for 
its abundant apple crop and pure cider. Orchards 
abound throughout the county, and a number of 
them \'ei·y large and remune1·ative. As an example: 
One orchard of eighty acres, in the Point prairie, 
yielded between seven and eight thousand ba1Tels, 
which were shipped to different points in the West;. 
the owner has twenty acres in crab-apples,·from 
which was made four or Jive hundred barrels of as 
fine cider as ever sparkled in a wine glass. In short, 
the county produces every va1·iety of frliit and veg· 
etables-to perfection-that can be raised 10 the 
Western States. 

FIN.ARCIAL M.A.TTERS. 

The county debt is only i$32,000. The city debt is 
only i$31,000. The State tax iS only forty cents on 
the one hundred dollars; county tax; forty cents; 
sinking fund, twenty cents; school fund, ten to 
forty cents. The city tax is three-foui,ths of one 
per cent. on the one hundred doUars-fifty cents 
general tax and twe:Uty-:dve cents for s~nking fWl.d. 
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8T. CLAIR COUNTY. 

St. Clair County is situated in the northwest part 
of. that seotion of the Sta1;e lmown as Southwest 
l.Iissouri, and is iu the second tier of counties east 
of t;he l\:a.nsa.s line. In are:vit ~ontains GU7.14 square 

n1ilos, nw .. king about 44,H,171 ttcres .. On thD ar;scs:-;oris 

books, for 187\1, there arc 418,871.72 acres, valued at 

~l,2ll4,410, and 2,:lil'~ town lots, valued ·at $140,025. 

~'he county was llrst explored in 1S27, hy Ja<iob 
Coonce. But mtlo immigration cmnc here and 
JocCLtcd until a tlozen yearn l:itor, and the eounty 
WtLs iiot orgauizetl until rnH. During the lute civil 
·wn.r, St. Clair County \\':LB laid in "\Yttste, and allnost 

d<~populated-hencl\ i.ts Kett.lc1nent and growth in 

fact dates b1Lek but iiftcon years. At present it has 
a. popuhition of about 15,000, made up mainly of 
farmers :mtl stock-raiHers. 

TOPOGHAPHY OF ·rrrE COUNTY - THE 
CLIMATE. 

The county is broken an~ hilly east and south of 
tho Osago im<l Sac JUvcrs-boautiful valleys and 
fertilo prairicR being numerously intermingled with 
tho timbered uplands. \Vost of ifa<•, JUvcr arnl north 
oi tho Osago, the rou1;h coun1.ry adjacent to these 
stre!LtnS iH quickly 101;t in tllc magnificent prairies 
which, unbroken, stretch f11r away hundreds of 
miles into Ka.nsaR. The climate is salullrions. In 
winter severe wcatheris of Rhort clnration, and, in 
tho shclterctl ranges, sioc.k frcquunily go all sc:ison 
without feed, owing to tho nut;ritious grass which 
cover tho uncultiv:1ted portion of the county, among 
which blue grass is a pnmunent fa0tor. July and 
August aro usually hot during the clay, but sultry 
nights are rare; ruul, in tho wt1m1e1:t periods of 
wcnther, heavy :ind refreshing dew; rarely fail to 

fall durh1g the evenings. 

STREAMS AND SPRINGS. 

The Osage River enters the co1mty about the 
center of the western border. Its course, gener
ally, is cast, until near the center of the county; 
thence the stream nrns northeast, for some eight 
miles, when its course changes to due north to 
within a mile of the nothern edge of the county. 
l1cre it rnns east, south and north,. and again re
peats its serpentine twistings, after whit:h it lctwes 
the county at the northeast corner. 1'he Osage is 
mt-vigable :l'or small boats throughout the entire 
lougth emlmLcecl in St. Clair. Dnring its wander
ings in the limits of the county it att,tins a length 
of sixty miles or more, thus watering a large area 
of country, and affording unlimited wtiter-powcr 

for manufactories, mills, etc. ,. 
Sac Jtiver, next to the Osage in size and import

ance, enters the county midway 011 the southern 
border, and its general course is east of southeast, 
forming a junction with the Osage near the center 
and three miles above Osceola. It waters the 
country for .:i distance of twenty-five miles, and 
xtrords excellent water-powe1· for machinery. 

A large number of other small streams traverse 
tJ1e county in various. directions, and, together with 
numerous sprillgs, guarnntee the farmer agaillst 

t.he danger of drouth. St. Clair is likewise blessed 
with several fine sITlphur springs of well-nierit&d 
remedial virtues. 

TIMBElt RESOUIWES. 

. Th:it portion of the county cast of the Osage River 
I~ prmc1pally CO>'Crcd with timber. A strip of heavy 
timber extends out from the river several miles 
along the western side, while Little l\fonegaw Creek 
runs through a wooded country extending far 
toward the northwest corner of the county. Of the 
useful varieties of' wood there arc thousands of 
acres of hea\·y walnut, burr oak, and ash, in the 
bottoms, along the streams, and in the ridges or 
uplands, post oak and white oak. There is also an 
abuncl:tncc of the different kinds of hickory, maple, 
haek!Jerry, willow, elm, black otck, and red oak. 
Cedar coYers the bluffs, a11U pa;w-pa.i..v, sugar, iuaple, 
cherry, au<l. other varieties of trees> grow in sma.lle1~ 

areas. The w:clnut timber is already being utilized, 
thousands of logs heing rafted annually lo the fur
niture manufactories of Indiana. Of the qualities 
of the timbers used in wagons, ete., it is onl;S' neces
sary to state that the home manufactnre1·s say that 
they never have to repair a broken axle in vehicles 
nrnde of native timbers. The abundance of timber 
is of great value to those locating in a new country, 
who design building and fencing.; and St. Clrur 
County possesses an almost inexhausti!Jle supply, 
and that of tlw !Jest quality. 

BUILDING STONE. 

The county is ahunclantly supplied with the finest 
building stone, some of which is susceptible of the 
polish of marble. Superior limestone is procurable 
in almost every locality, suitable for building pur
poses or lJurning into lilne. Sandstone quarries 
exist everywhere. S:ind abounds in the beds of the 
rivers and creeks. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

The State of llfissouri is rich in mineral resources, 
such as lead and iron, and embraced in the borders 
of St. Clair is her fall share of these natural sources 
of wenlth. Leac1 lms been discovered in various 
localities il1 the county, bat none of the deposits 
clovelopcd. The high ridges, deemccl absolutely 
worthless by the agriculturalist, save fo1· grazing 
pm11oses, contain vast deposits of iron ore, only 
needing capital to enrich the owners. The various 
ki.uds of iron ore cnn be found commingling in the 
same lied-the lirown, blue, and yellow hematite
while the soft reel hematite abounds e-verywhcre. 

Coal, of a superior quality and in inexhaustible 
supply, can he found in any portion of the county 
lying north of the Osage River. ' 

J;'ERTILITY OF THE SOIL. 

Con~ahling so many water-courses, and these 
streams bordered by very wide bottoms, a very 
large per cent. of the land of St. Clair Councy is 
unequaled in fertility. The timbered land is a 
dark loam, black alluvium iu the bottoms, and black 
vegetalJ!e mould upon the prairies. . Tbe tillable 
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r.md is very productive, and good crops are raised 
by the farmers, notwithstanding the fact that no 
special efforts are made to maintain the natural 
richness of the soil. In the bottoms, along the 
streams, the yield is fabulous. "'ith proper culti
vation crops are seldom a total failure from drouth. 

PRODUCTION OF GRAIN. 

The staple products are wheat and corn, both of 
which yield largely and ilnd ready market. '.t'he 
yield of wheat will m•erage from twenty to twenty
ilve lrnshels per acre, and of corn thirty-five to 
forty-ftye bushels. 1Vith thorough cultivation farm
ers frequently excel these figures, and many of the 
bottom farms will produce sixtv to seventy bushels 
of corn per acre. Oats, rye, .. :flax, barle),.., broom 
e,orn, sorghu111~ bucbvheat, and lien1p yield ,.~tell. 

The soil is especially adttpted in many places to 
the production oi tobaeco, and the quality is supe-
1"ior. Rowe\·er, the tobacco law restricts its cnlti
..-ation to any extent heyoud the wants of the raiser. 

In fact there is nothing indigenous to this lati· 
tude that cannot !Je grrnvn successfully and proilt
&bly in St. Clair County soil. 

A GRASS-GROWING COUNTRY. 

Of the tame grasses, timothy, red-top, millet,hnn
garian a:hd clover, are the kinds 1nostly cultivated, 
and all yield well-timoth\· from two to three tons 
and millet firn to sb: tons ·per acre. l'pon the ·wild 
land~ grass gi·ffwR spontaneously and luxuriantly, 
affording splendid range for stock. Blue grass is 
fast -conquering the wild grasses ui1on the ranges, 
and !ms as fine growt.lt here as in the far-famed 
bh;e gras.s regions of Kentucky,, and there is not a 
single elen1ent of the stock country 1\?anting in the 
elinrnte, gra.sses, 'vater . .supply, atruosphere, soil .and 
position of St. Clair County. The water su1Jply, 
natural shelter of the denselv wooded vallevs and 
ravines, the 1narvelous· growth.of wild and do;,,estic 
,,,_.asses, the immense corn cribs filled to repletion, 
;;he mild open winters, in which grazing rarely fails 
'qr more than sixty or eighty days, and the nnac
;ountal>le cheap lands make a superior stock coun
"\ry of th.is. For cattle, sheep and swine husbandry 
lt has no. superior in America. Even the stony, 
filnt ridges are covered with a magnificent growth 
>i wild grass. These hills being unfit for cultiva-

>n, will always give ample stock range. Then, 
·here is uo 1iart of St. Clair in which stock water is 
not abundant, and the supply never failing. Half 
•he hogs fattened in the county never ate an ear of 
corn, their sole feed having been the "mast" which 
=ows lirofusely upon the uncultivated portiolli! of 
'le county-hickory nuts, hazel nuts, acorns, etc. 
Sheep-raising, by reason of· the high prices paid 

for wool, constitutes an important factor in farm
ing. This county offers this industry many and 
vast advantages, the principal cost being in secur
ing a herd :for a start and providing for its shelter. 

Following is an abstract o:f the number of stock 
in the county, .August 1st, 1879, -as shown by the 
.Assessor's books: 

Horses.................................. 6,502 
Mules ••.••.••.• ~........................ l,343 
.Asses and jennets... • . • • • • • • • • . • •• • • • •• 40 
Neat cattle .•••.•.••.••••••••••.•••••••• 25,121 
Sheep................................... 15,766 
.Hogs .•• •··.· •.• • ••••• • .................. S0,786 

.A.S A FRUIT COUNTRY 

St. Clair will rank with any section of the State. 
Apples, peaches, pears, cherries, plums, and the 
smaller fruits, such as strawberries, raspberries, 
blackberries, etc., thrive well with the proper 
cnlti vation, and wild grapes are abundant. Culti
Yated grapes yield profusely. 

RAILROADS AND NAVIGATION. 

The Missouri, Kansas .% Texas Railway crosses 
tho northwest corner of the county. The road-bed 
of the Kansas City, :Memphis & l\Iobile has been 

. graded as far as Osceola, and, the property having 
been purchased by Boston capit~1lists, there are 
hopes of its completion i11 the near iuture. 

The Osage lliver is navigable five months in the 
year as far up as Osceola, and boats i·un ns high as 
Tuberville, liy water, thirty m.iles above. There ai;e 
prospects oi securing a large appropriitticm from 
the N:ttional Government fo1• the improvement of 
this stream, which, if made, will give the farmer the 
advantage of cheap transportation to market for his 
:produce. .As it now is, much could )Je saved to the 
producer by :tloatiug his grain to the mouth of the 
Osage, by means of :fiat J.toats. 

SCHOOL FACILITIES. 

St. Clair County is divided into ninety-six school 
districts, has five thousand school children, and few 
of the districts are without neat, commodious 
frame' buildings. In the rural districts, school is 
taught clnri.ng the winter season, ancl many of them, 
also have a summer session. Besides several thou
sand dollars i·eceived annually from the State, the 
county has an abundant school fund. So far as 

• schools are concerned the county is amply supplied, 
yet the facilities for obtaining an education are daily 
growing greater. 

CHURCHES AND MORALS. 

Much attention is given by the people to the spread 
of the teachings of Christianity, and c.hurches and 
Sunday-schools abound in all the different localities 
where the settlements are snfilciently near to each 
otller to maintain an organJ.zation. Temperance 
societies are numerom;, and there is not a licensed 
saloon in St. Clair County, nor has there been for 
nearly a year. 

. There are also several fionrishing Grange org&ni· 
! zations in the county. 

HEALTHFULNESS. 

None of the fatal contagions diseases ever reach 
here and the pure air of our beautiful prairies, eleva
ted table-lands and pleasant valleys render the 
death rate very small. 

.. TAXABLE "W"EALT.H . 

From the .Assessor's boC>k the value of property 
in the eounty is as follows: 

Value of real estate ................ ~1,434,435 
Value of personal property........ 954,389 

Total valuation •... , •..•••.•.•••••• $2,388,8"..A 

The tot:tl value of property in 1878 was $2,091,4$6, , 
showing an increase in the wealth of the county in 
1879 of two hundred and ninety-seven lhonsatid 
three hundred and thirty-eight dollars. 



HAND-BOOK OF MISSOURI. .239 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Osceola, the county seat of St. Clair, and the 
oldest town in the county, is situated upon an eligible 
site on the southern bank of the Osage River, a 
little east of the center of the coµnty. The river 
affords ample water-power fo1· mills. 

The town was totally destroyed in 1861, but at the 
close of the war rebuilding began, and, notwith
standing railroads have encroached upon its ante
bellum tr:i.de, it is now a thriving town of 500 inhab
itants, and possesses a splendid trade. It has a Jlne 
brick court house, brick jail, brick church, and 
several splendid brick business houses. 

Appleton City is situated in the extreme north-. 
west corne1· of the county, ·equally distant from 
Henry and Bates, and is the only railroad town on its 
bordc1·a. Surrounded ·by a magniJlce11t farming and 
stock country, Appleton has quickly grown to a 
·young city with 11 population of 1,500, and contains 
about seventy-five business establishments, mainly 
controlled by men of energy and capital. 

The other towns of the county are Roscoe, Taber
ville, Johnson City, Lowry City and Chalk Level, 

all flourishing villages. There are also a number ot 
post-office stations at different points. 

MILLING FACILITIES. 

There are about fifteen flouring and saw mills 
located in the different portions of the county, an.d 
room for many more to do well. 

PRICES OF LANDS. 

While lands are yet cheap, considering the qual
ity, this state of things Will not be lasting. Withbl 
the past six months the prices of real estate han 
advanced at least twenty-fiye per cent., and are 
constantly on the increase. Following are tho 
present average figures at which land can be 
bought: Unimproved prairie, from th1'ee dollars 
to ten dollars per acre; improved land, from ten 
to forty dollars per acre; unimproved timber, from • 
one dollar and twenty-Jive cents to ten dollars per 
acre; improved bottom land, from ten dollars to 
thirty-J!ve dollars per acre; average unimprond 
land, five dollars per acre; average improved land, 
ftfteen dollars per acre. 

ST. FRANCOIS COUNTY. 

St. Francois is the second county directly south of 
·St. Louis, and Farmington, the county seat, is seven
ty-Jive miles distant therefrom by county road, and 
eighty~six: miles by raill•oad. It is bounded on the 
;north by Jefferson; on the east by Ste.Genevieve and 
Perry; on the south by Madison and Iron, and on 
the west by I1·on and Wasbingt<>n Counties, and 
contains about 450 square miles, or 380,500 acres. 

SOILS - TOPOG RAPllY - PRODUCTION. 

The 75,000 acres of land which are in cultivation,· 
produce most excellent crops of all ·cereals and 
grasses, as is shown by the general average of ship· 
ments and the amount consumed by employes of 
the large mines and manufactorics; while for fruits 
of all kinds adapted to this climate it cannot be ex:
celled by any county in tlle St:i.te. The general sur
face of the county is undulating. The exti·eme 
southern and southwestern portions are table lands 
excellently ndapted to fruit culture· and grazing 
purposes. The extreme northern portion, along the 
line of Jefferson County, consists of ridge lands 
and narrow valleys of dark mulatto soil, and par
ticularly adapted tor grape culture and grazing, and 
prod11ces most excellent wheat, and, withal, has 
very fine timber and inexhaustible mineral wealth, 
portions of it having been mined for over sh:ty 
years, and are still being extensively mined. The 
other portions of the county are particularly 

""$.dapted to agriculture, and all are well supplied 
with wate1• from never-failing springs, and drained 
by Blackwell, Rock, Wolf, Black, Indian, Davis, Big 
Branch, Owl, Doe Run, and' Hazel Run Creeks, St. 
.Francois River, Te1·re Bleue, Big River and Three 
Rivers, streams which afford plenty of water the 
year round,_ ofl:ering unlimited facilities for driving 

machinery. The valleys along thes.e streams are 
i·emarkably productive, yielding all kinds of grain, 
grasses and fruits, which richly reward the hus
bandman for his labor, while the uplands amt 
divides make rettµ"ns but little short of the valleys, 
and in which most generally are found fhle indica
tions and specimens of minerals with which the 
county especially abounds. 

Blue grass seems indigenous to the soil, and for 
timothy, herds' grass, orchard gmss and clover, the 
county cannot be excelled. Tobacco has bee:o. 
raised to advantage, in fact, made quite profitable, 
yielding from 400 to 1,000 pounds, of a very excellent 
quality, to the acre. 

Tlll!BER SUPPLY. 

This coul!.ty has no prairie worth mentioning, but. 
is generally heavily timbered, and sufficiently plenty 
io insure no trouble on that account for a great 
many years, consisting of black and white walnut, 
white, black, and shell bark' hickories, •ugar and 
common J!laple, hackben-y, ash, chincatiin, wild 
cherry, sycamore, white and red ehn, and all the 
different species of oak common to this latitude;· 
also, red bud, pawpaw, sassafras, birch, mulberry,. 
persimmon, box elder, hazel, plum, sumach and 
dogwooq, with some fine cedar and pine on the 
more rugged hills, with a large stock of small fruits, 
such as wild gooseberries, blackberries, raspbei-rie~, 
'vho1·tleberries, summer and fall grapes, furnishing 
a luxury for the epicurean at the small expense of· 
gathering. For wagon and sta;·e timber and farm. 
machinery the hickories, oaks and ash are in al
most inexhaustible quantities, and fhld cheap trans
portation to and a ready and profitable market in 
St. Louis; and especially is the hickor.Y timber· 
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sought for in the St. Louis market and claimed by 
wagon manufacturers here, and there, to be equally 
as good, if not better, than that of the Genessee 
valley of New York. The land produces, generally, 
all kinds of· timber, from twenty to :fifty cords of 
wood to the acre. 

CLUlATE. 

Situated in the southeastern portion of the State, 
St. Francois County is not subject to the extremes 
of heat and cold, and on account of the high eleva
tion, the atmosphere is pure and dry. During the 
summer seasons, pleasant breezes prevail night and 
day, and the nights are seldom too warm for sleep. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

The mineral resources are unsurpassed by any in 
the State of liissonri, and embrace nearly two
thiXds of the county. Iron and lead are the principal 
minerals. In fact, the combination of minerals and 
agricultural lands in this county is wonderful. 
Zinc, nickel, barytes and micacions iron are found in 
paying quantities, with traces of silver, copper and 
cobalt. That celebrated formatic;m kriown as Iron 
:Mountain is within the limits of this county, near 
the town of the same name. This mountain, one of 
the largest and richest iron deposits in the world, 
two hundred and twenty-eight feet in ·height, 
covers an area of five hundred acres, and furnishes 
employment in its various mining departments to 
about eight hundred men. 

The famous St. Joseph and theDeslogeleadmines 
a.re. situated in this county.• The former have seven 
shafts, :from. eight to one hundred and twenty-:five 
feet deep. They ha Ye been in successful operation 
.about twenty years. The Desloge company have 
been in operation about four years; and possess four 
shafts. 

Coke and wood are used for sm:elting purposes. 
The coke is brought :from St. Louis, a:nd the wood is 
furnished from the abundant forests nearby. These 
two companies $0 own a narrow gauge railroad, 
'Which eonnects the mines with the main line. 

There are a large number of other paying mining 
enterprises, of which w11nt of space will not permit 
detailed mention. 

In the southern part of the county is a :fine deposit 
of granite, gray and red, and several building stone 
<iompanies are operating the quarries to advantage. 

FRUIT CULTURE. 

The cliQ;late and soil of St. Francois County are 
well adapted to fruit raising. The farmers have, in 
the last iew years, turned their attention to the 
production of !ruits of all kinds. .Apples, pears, 
peaches, and small fruit of every description, grow 
in great abundance. The plum also does exceed
jngly well here. Apples, both early a.nd late varie
ties, are raised in the rich.est protnsion, the trees 
e'\"ery year being loaded with the. juicy product. 
The peaeh also :flourishes, the trees almost yearly 
being weighted down with their delicious freight. 
This cau also be c&lled a :fine grape-groWing county. 
The vines are healthy and grow vigorously, a:nd are 
yearl~- t•overed with lai:ge bunches of luscious 
gt'llpes. :nerries of every variety grow in profusion, 
and possess the finest fiavor. The supply of fruit as 
yet does riot eqnal the demand. Of late years ex
tensive young orchards bave been p!Anted. St. 

Louis a:ffords an excellent market for the surplus of 
fruit of every description that may be produced. 
The county is :far enough south for the :fruit to 
become ripe and ready for market early in the 
season, and is near enough, to St. Louis to be shipped 
at little cost and short notice. The same latitudes 
of D.J..i.nois, Indiana, and Ohio, cannot compete with 
this portion of the State in the production of early 
frtiit. By giving the proper attention to fruit-raising 
in this conn~, the business can be made quite re
munerative. 

EDUCATION. 

St: Francois County is making rapid improvement 
in the grade, character and number of her schools, 
each township being well organized, and hav
ing ·twenty school townships, with sixty-one sub
districts, and sixty-four or sixty-five public schools; 
none having a shorter term than four months, the 
shortest term permitted by law, while many of 
them are continued from :five to ten months. The 
old log llens, with puncheon :floors and backless 
benches of the same material, have !l;iven place to 
nice, tasty frame, brick and stone buildings, fur

nished with all modern improvements and, attrac
tions, while the place of those who :formerly "kept 
school and boarded around" is supplied by live, 
energetic teachers, who make it a profession and 

·study. The county ·school fund is nearly $30,000, 
which is loaned out at eight per cent. interest, 
whicl)., with the State school moneys, distributed 
annually, and an average of twenty-five cents on 
the one hundred dollars school tax, a:ffoi:d us good 
schools for tW! term above mentioned. In many of 
the districts, when the school closes, there are pri
vate schools, usually taught from three· to four 
months. There are now three public schools in the 
county for the education of colored children. In 
addition to the public schools of the county, there 
was organized, in April, 1854, and chartered by the 
Legislature in March, 1859, what is known as the 
Carleton Institute, now successfully conducted, and 
·giving an impetus to education that will be felt :for 
many long years. 

RELIGION. 

There a.re now erected thirty-two church edi:fices 
with several under construction in. the county; 
occupied by the various "denominations, known as 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Episcopal 
Church (South), Christian, Presbyterian, German 
:Methodist, German Evangelical, Lutheran, Catholic, 
Cumberland Presbyterian, Missionary Baptist, Con
gregationalist, and Methodist Episcopal Church 
(colored), among which there exist the kindest 
fraternal feelings, ~Y of them often worshipping 
in the same church building, and frequently con
ducting protracted meetings together. The kindest 
social feelings prevail· among the people, everyone 
enjoying with undistilrbed quietude " the dictates 
of bis o\Vn conscience." 

LODGES. 

In addition to the kind, Christian feelings from 
church associl!.tions, the bonds of :friendship and 
society are increllSed and cemented by the follow· 
ing brotherhoods: Four lodges.I. o.·o. F., fo~ 
lodges A. F. & A. M., one lodge Knights of ~. 
one lodge Knights of Honor, two lodgias A. o: tr. 
W., three lodges of Good Templars, one 'Dotal Ab· 
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stinence Society, and one lodge colored Jlfasons, all 
of which are rapidly in<ireasing and working har
·moniously. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

Farmington, the eounty seat, is situated near the 
center of a large valley of very productive land. It 
was laid out in 1822, and now contains a population 
of about 1,200 inhabitants, and is a city of the fourth 
clitss. The town affords a good ·market for all 
kinds of produce, and at prices equal to St. Louis. 
The merchants of the town have of late years be
come1 quite enterprising, ancl buy and ship all the 
products offered for sale by the enterprising farmers 
of tho surrounding country. Within the city limits 
are seven churches-l'rcsbyterian, ll!ethodist, Epis
copal Church (South), Christian, Methodist Episco
pal Church, Catholic, German Evangelical, Luth· 
eran and Methodist Episcopal Church (colored). 
'J:he town enjoys· fine educational advantages. 
'l'here are two public schools, which 1tre kept in 
successful operation during seven months in .the 
year, the one for white children and the other for 
colored childro11. When the public schools are not 
in operation, their pl11ce ls supplied by two private 
s(1hools of a high chai·acter. For the use of the 
tra11slent publi<1, there is one good hotel and several 
commodious boarding-houses. The business in
terests o·f the town are represented by twelve stores. 
1.'he businees men of tho town, many of whom are 
engaged in the manulacturin.g business, rank among 
the most enterprising and thrifty in the West. There 
are also two weekly newspapers, the F1trmington 
" rimes " ILnd the " lteveille." 

The other towns of the county are: Iron :Mountain, 
population, 2,'fioo; Loughborough, Blackwell Station, 
Valle's Mines, 'ftazel Run, French Village, Il:nob 
Lick, L!bertyville, ll!lddlebrook, Valle Forge, Stone, 
Fairview, Bismark, DeLassus, Big River Mills,,be

;sidcs several post-o:tli<1e statio11s, where general 
stores may always be found. 

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. 

'l'he facilities for transportation are quite good.· 
There are fiffiy mil~s of railroad in.the county. The 
main line of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & South· 
ern Railway runs through the northern and western 
portions of the county, and the Belmont Branch of 

the same railroad extends through the central and 
southwestern portions of the county. There is also 
a narrow gauge railroad in operation from a point 
on the St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway, 
near Mineral Point, to the prosperous mining towns 
of St. Joe and Desloge, a distance of thirteen miles. 
There is also a gravel road running through the 
central portion of the county, from the Ste. Gene
vieve line,. by the way of Farmington, to Irol'.I 
Mountain. 'J:he above gravel road, together with 
the numerous public highways, afford all the neces
sai·y facilities for transporting exports and imports 
to and from the railroad. 

<?ROP AVERAGE. 

The following will be found to be about a general 
average of the crops in this county: 

Wheat, about fifteen bushels per acre; corn, from 
thirty to flfty. bushels per acre; oats, from thirty 

• to forty bushels per acre; rye, from twenty to 
twentv-five bushels per acre; barley, from twenty
five to flfty bushels per acre; timothy, from one t<> 
two tons per acre; tobacco, from four hundred to 
one thousand pounds per acre, and of a very fine 
quality. 

Sorghum also does well and is largely planted. 
Potatoes and all root crops make remarkable yields, 
and for grasses, the soil cannot be excelled. The 
acreage of wheat sown last fall was greatly increased 
over any former year, being now about twenty thou
sand acres. 

MILLS, ETC. 

In ad1Ution to the various manufacturing estab
lishments a11d lead mines mentioned, there are in 
the county nine first-class steam power :flouring 
mills, three \Vatet power :flouring mills, one steam 
power planing mill, one steam power saw mill; 
and several of the flouring mills have saw mills at. 
tached. 

FINANCIAL CONDITION. 

The taxes are very low, being only about $1.15 on 
the one hund1·ed dollars for all purposes, except 
road, it generally being paid in labor; the county 
has no bonded indebtedness, in fact, no indebted
ness of any kind; warrants are cash, and there are 
nearly eight thousand dollars in the county tr.easmy 
beloni;ing to the contingent fund. 

STE. GENEVIEVE OOUNTYi 

Ste. Genevieve County is one of the tier of coun
ties forming the eastern boundary of the State. It 
is washed all along itit eastern line by the Missis
sippi ltiver, and is the most eastern of the second 
tier below St. Louis County. · It is traversed by 
numerous streams of pure, never-failing, limpid 
water, and is dotted with springs as clear as crystal.· 
Its climate is salubrious and temperate, and free 
from miasmatic influences or any of those blight
ing agencies, with which other fe1-tile regions are 
•nrsed. 

Its populatio:1,1, in 1870, was 8,:i84, which, during 
Ute short space of si:X: years has increased, without 

any perelij>tible a.id . from foreign immigration, to 
nearly 10,00o. · . 

TOPOGRA.Plrr AND SOIL CHARACTERISTICS. 

The area of 'the county embraces about 464. square 
miles, or 297,399 acres, about one-third of which is 
under cllltivation. Of the remainder, more than 
onechalf is excellent farmi!lg lands, and could be 
brought into a. high state of. tillage by proper. exer
tions. Much of the waste lands of the hills and 
barrens furnish in a state of nature abundant forage 
for cattle, sheep, hogs and every speeies of domestia 
animals. From the middle of !\'Jareb until the open· 
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ing · of winte1•, the exclusive dependence• of the. 
farmer for pasture for his stock is the" range," and 
it is no uncommon spectacle to find by the first of 
June, half-starved cattle of early spring as sleek, 
fat and handsome in appearance, as the stall-fed 
and pastured beeves of the eastern farmer, and all 
this solely from the pickings of the range. 

Forests of oak cover the hills and the range, and 
supply an abundance of mast for hogs. l\Iany 
farmers, who, by the way, do not deserve the title, · 
rely solelv upon range and mast for feed for their 
stock, and very fail' beef and pork are produced from 
these two agencies alone. 
· The surface of the soil, awav from the Mississippi 

River, is rolling, and in some parts broken into hills 
of considerable height, forming valleys of great · 
:fertility, through which fiow either a never-failing 
spring or a water-course of more considerable pre· 
tensions. · 

The soil comprising the bottoms of the River aux 
· Vases and Junca is not so good as that of the others, 

partaking more of the drift formation-sandy, and 
not as retentive of moisture, nor so fertile, as the 
alluvial soil of the Establishment, Saline, and other 
creeks. The drift soil is quite fertile, however, and 
produces good crops of cereals, grasses, sweet pota
toes, and other ordinal'Y farm crops. 

Many acres of this soil yet remain under the con
trol of the virgin forests, awaiting the axe of the 
husbandman. 

Whilst the hillsides and bluffs· bordering these 
streams are rocky-in many places precipitous, and. 
too steep for eultivation-thev are covered with ex
eellent timber, and the ridges are, many of them, 
Wide and of good upland soil. 

These uplands constitute some of the :finest farms 
1n the county, and yield fair crops of Indian corn, 
abundant harvests of oats, wheat, barley, and 
grass, and produce fruits of all kinds in profusion. 

THE PRINCIPAL PRODUCTS 

of the county are Indian corn, wheat, oats, barley, 
rye, tobacco, tinlothy, and clover hay. Wheat is the 
staple crop, and has been for a number of years the 
sole reliance of many farmers. It is estimated that 
the yield of wheat the past season in this county, 
was 500,000 bushels. Oats, rye, barley, and tobacco, 
have not, as a rule, been cultivated to any great ex
tentfo11 exportation. They have, except tobacco, 
been looked upon merely as adjuncts to the stock
yard, and the crops are in most instances consumed 
upon the grower's premises. 

The little tobacco raised has not been much 
more than was used by the producers. This could 
be made the staple and most pfo:ll.table crop. 

The soil and climate of the uplands are·favorable 
to fruit-raising; although the· number of large 
orchards of choice fruits are yet few. Apples and 
peaches are an important factor in the ways and 
me&ns of nearly all the upland farms. Few shipping 
varieties are cultivated, for tile reason that as yet 
shipping facilities for green fruit are not of· such a 
character, as to make this branch of farming in· 
dustry profitable. These fruits are made into 
brandy., and shipped in that form. 

Numerous vineyards dot the hillsides, and se..-eral 
thousand gallons of wine are made every year. The 
prineipal varieties of grapes grown are the Concord 

and Catawba. Goeth, Delaware, Norton's Yirginia 
Seedling, Hart'±ord Prolific, Clinton, and Isabella, 
are occasionally found, but they do not appear to 
thrive as well as the first two varieties named. 

SHEEP-RAISING. 

Sheep-raising could be made a profitable branch 
of farming. The dry climate, abundance of nutri
tions grasses, ge1lerous supply of clear, pure wate1·, 
with which nature bas blessed the county, are most 
favorable to the successful keeping of fine breeds 
of mutton and wool sheep. This industa~y. if begun, 
would bring lands now worthless into demand, and 
thousands of dollars into the general wealth of the 
community. 

~IINERALS. 

Ste. Genevieve County is as rich in mineral re
sources as she is in agricultural advantages. Cop· 

· per, lead, iron, white sand, marble, sandstone, 
granite, limestone, and salt, are found in no incon
siderable quantities. 

The first in importance is copper mining. There 
are two of these mines in successful operation, the 
'' Corn"\"\"all ''and'' Swansea .. '' 

The " Corn wall" mine has yielded over 800,000 
pounds of ore, running· from eighteen to twenty· 
five per cent. metalic copper since December 1st, 
1878. Its monthly yield is about fifty tons. 
The~· Swansea" began operations under its pres

ent management in July, 1879, and up to March, 
1880, had produced 128,000 pounds of ore. The qua!, 
ity of the mineral is about the same as that of the 
"Cornwall." The force at work at the "Swansea" 
has, since it began, been ve1'Y small,. only about 
four to six miners, with which its :weragc monthly 
yield has been about :fifteen ·tons. 

Carbonates, oxides and sulphurets, with the r.ar· 
bonates predominating, characterize the deposits 
at these· mines as well as in other !)laces where 
copper has been discovered. 

All these 01•es are shippecI to Baltimore and Phila· 
delphia, at great expense, because of want of facil
ities for reducing the ore here. , 

Lead ore exists in the southern and central parts 
of the coUllty. 

Other deposits have been found of pure galena, 
but no organized effort has been made to develop 
the discoveries. 

Among the other mineral resources may be men
tioned pure white sand, quarries of tine building 
stone (the piers of the St. Louis bridge are built 
from these quarries), marble quarries, an ample 
supply of limestone, and traces of\coal and salt 
mines. 

llliTERIAL WEALTH'.. 
Assessmen! of 1879-persona.l property; number 

of horses, 3,196; asses, 14; mules, 1,002; cattle, 6,498; 
sheep, 5,619; hogs, !5,027; moneys, notes and bonds, 
$370,025; other personal property, $230,601. 

.Aggregate assessment of real estate, :pl,332,649; 
real estate, city of St. Genevieve, $193,865; St. Mary, 
~70,750; aggregate assessment of personal property, 
$810,959; total assessment of county, $2,153,708, 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

There are several towns in Ste. Genevieve County, 
the largest of· which is the county seat--Ste. Gene 
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vievc. '.1.'his cUy has a population of about two 
thou~and eight hundred, a regularly organized city 
governrnen1;, 1t1\d is in it prosperous financial condi
tion, with no outRtanding bonds; has graded and 
graveled streets, 'anti street lights, and is one of the 
most attractive little cities in the State. It is located 
immediately on the Mississippi river. 

It has 1<11 elegant public school building costing 
eight t.housanu dollars; a commodious house for 
colm·cd Rcholars, a private academy for young 
ladies, under charge of the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
two parish ·schools, and :i private school. 

The clmr<1h facilities are a Catholic church, :i 
Uenn1m Lnthern.n church, :ind. :i Baptist chapel. 

~!:he largeRt inanuflteturing cr;tablishment is the 
(11me Flaming l\Iills. '!'his mill annually consumes 
two hundred thousand bushels of whe:it. 

. From staUHth'.s compiled l:ist year, the import and 
export trade of tho city :imonnted to over Jive hun
dMd thousand dollars, for which thh-ty thousand 
dollars w:is paid out for freight.' 

St. Mary's, on the southern border of the county, is 
ttrn next town in importance and in population. It 
has it popul: tion of six hundred, schools, churches, 
and a. In.rµ;o L )nr lnill;a.1Hl l.-1.CVcrn..1 rninor manufac~ 
tul"ing establislnnents. 

'Vhe other towns of Uw e.onnt:y nrc I.:iwrenccton, 
JJloomsdttle, Avon, Qt11tl'l"ytown and New Offenburg. 

!<ACTS l•'OR nm IMMIGRANT. 

Ste. Gcncvicvo nounty is one of the most prosper
ous counties in the Stat;c, is rapidly developing her 
resources, and offers inuucements to the active, 
thrifty settler, equal to imy county in the State. 

LAND PRICES. 

Lands of excellent qu:ility, unimproved, can be 
bought :it from $2 to ~per :icre; improved from~· 
to ~o per acre. 

TIMBEil. 

Oak, :ish, w:ilnut, cherry, pine and many othei
varicties of exeellent timber crown its hills itnd 
shroud its va!Ieys, mvaiting the sturdy yeoman's 
iixe, itnd smv mills dot the county in every direction. 

SCHOOLS. 

There are forty.three public school houses in the 
county, and the school sessions average from four 
to ten months each year. 

CHURCHES. 

There are churches of every denomination in the 
county, :ind no homestead can be reared more th:in 
fonr or Jive miles from at least one clmrch and a. 
school htiuse . 

BRIDGES. 

Snbst:intial bridges of iron and wood :ire spanning 
the streams. 

IMMIGltATION. 

An influx of set.tiers to furnish labor, and utilize 
the material at hand, will link every section :it no 
distimt day with gravel and macad:imized roads. 

PROPOSED RAILROAD. 

A railro:id is graded diagonally throngh the county-, 
and the probtthilities :ire favorttble for its ultim:ite 
completion. 

WELC0111E. 

Ste. Genevieve County greets the immigrant with a 
hearty walcomc, aml offers him a home and society 
eqi;al to :.n;· he has left behind him; toleration in 
religinn, fairness and justice in all things, and co
operi:.tiol' i: · his efforts to create a pleasant home 
tor himself and his posterity. 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY. 

rn: poin1; 1)f wealth :tnd popullltion, St. r,ouis 
Oounty is the second in importance ii: the St:ite, 
hrwing a popnhttion of 40,000. It. is more closely 
settled, perhn.ps, "thttn any ot;hcr section of country 
in the Stat.c, tts it eompriscs all the outlying subnrbs 
of the gTeitt city of :-;t. Louis, an~ has not a city of 
any importance within its limits. 

S:KPARATION PHOM THE CITY. 

It is <iomposed almost wholly of suburban resi
dences, and of small farms :ind gardens. A large 
llelt o'f it, adjoining the city limits, and following the 
city's boundary, from the l\Iississippi River north of 
th<l city, to the river :ignin south of the city, h:is long 
since been laid off and pl:ittcd into town lots or 
ve1·y small subdivisions :for gardening purposes. 
Up to, and including the year 187ff, the city :ind 
<~ounty of St. Louis were under one county govern
ment, and, while under the s:ime government, con
tra(\ted :i l:irge debt for parks and internal im
provements. Under constitutional authority, by a 
¥ote of the people, the two governments were 

separated, the sep:irntion taking effect in January, 
1877. By the terms of the separation, the c.oimty 
was ~·elieved of ttll debt and became the owner 
of all property and improvements within its lbn
its. 

Since the se1mn1tion the county h:is. acquired a 
location for a permanent se:it of justice, and has 
ereeted n handsome court house and jail at the 
Mnnty sent, which is called Clayton, in honor of the 
venerable 1i:ilpl1 Clayton, oue of the oldest resi
dents, who donated one hundred acres of fine !:ind 
to the county for use as a location for its county 
seat. This property has been laid off into town lots,. 
and h:is become quite valuable, and is being rapidly
built up. 

St. Louis County is composed of all that portion 
o:f the territory of the old <iounty of St. Louis, as 
organized before-the separation from the city. 

The city of St. Louis forms :i boundary for neru:ly 
the whole of the eastern front of the county, :ind is 
only about twenty-five miles from the farthest 
portion of the.county. 
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THE COUNTY'S FINANCIAL CONDITION. 

Since the separation, the City and county are 
nuder different and distinct governments, the city 
government having become responsible for tbe 
whole debt of the county. The county is now en· 
tirely free from debt, and its condition can be 
ascertained from the following statistics: 

A.ems of land ......•.•..•....•..•..•.•• 301,816 
Town lots.. .. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . • . • . 3, 737 
Houses... . . . • . . . • . • . • . • . . . . . . • . • • • • . • . • G,975 
Mules................................. 3,284 
Cattle .. '... . . . . . . . • . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . • . • . • • S,973 
Sheep........ . . • . . . • . . • . . • . • • . . . . . . . . 5,801 
Hogs. . . . ... . ... . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. . . 27.372 

Which is asse.sscd for taxation as follows: 
Land and town lots .•••••..•••....•. $13,939,450 
Houses.......... . . • . • . • • • • • • • • • • . • • . 239,105 
Mules.............. . . • . • • . • . •. • . . • . 137,100 
Cattle............................... 140,920 
Sheep • . . . . •. . . . . • • • • • • • • . • . • . . • . • • • . I0,3SO 
Hogs ..... ·•.••.•..•••.•••••••.•..•.. 61,315 
Money, notes,etc ................. ,. ....... # ... 110"'...3,737 
All other.,.......................... 9"..5,125 

Total .•....•..•......•.••.•......•. $16,477,332 

l:pon ·which there is a levy for State, county and 
road purposes, as follows: State, fortv-cents on one 
hundred dollars; county, forty cents o.n one hundred 
dollars; road, ten cents on one hundred dollars. 
From this assessment there was realized for county 
and road purposes for the last fiscal year,$142,197.38; 
of which was expended the sum of $96,227.18; leav
ing hnlnnce in county treasury, $45,B7tl.21. 

The count~' has :tlready opened, and has now in 
excellent order for travel, about !Im lmndred and 
eighty rniles of inacaUam road:", and aL011t cle'\.'en 
miles of earth roads. These roads are districted 
into thirt)"·flve districts, superintended by a like 
numlJer of llonded oyerseers. All of which roads are 
kept in perfect order out o:f the sum a!Jo,•e specified. 

STOCK LAW. 

There is a special Jaw· for the county restraining 
domesti;1, animals from running at large, thus mak
ing it unnecessary to maintain fencing around 
premises in the country. Many of the finest farms 
and gardens in the country are wholly or partially 
without fencing. 

AGRICULTURAL RESOlIRCES. 

The lands of the county are exceptionally pro
ductive. The Florissant and Walton Valleys are 
)mo"1V11 throughout the State for their beauty and 
fertility. It is estimated that the average yield of 
erops per acre in the county is, as follows: 

Corn, bushels............................. 55 
Wheat, bushels.......................... 20 
Winter barley, bushels.................. 50 
Spring barley, bushels .•.•.•• '.......... ll5 
Hay, pounds .••.•••.•.••••.•••••...••..• 3,000 

There is 110 finer country :for gardening in .the 
West. The lands usually consist of easy slopes, 
offering proper exposures and excellent drainage 
for successful gardening. The roads all converge 
to the city, and thus afford direct commnnic:i,tion 
trom all parts of the county with the city markets. 
No tolls are exacted on any of the roads or bridges, 
and no license Is required for selling produce in the 
.eity, and it aifords at all times a ready and paying 

market for the entire yield of the county of every 
kind. There are thousands of acres of land now in 
gardens, and they are kept in the highest state of 
cultivation. The soil of the comity and its ex
posures make it especially fitted for the culture of 
grapes and berries. 

MARKET FACILITIES. 

The county has nearlyseventymiles of frontage on 
the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, and is crossed by 
the·follo,ving railways: Missouri Pacific, St. Louis, 
Iron ]\fountain & Southern, 'Vauash, St. J,ouis & 
Pa.c.ific, St. Louis & San Francisco, I\:eokuk & St. 
Louis. and 1v·est End Narrow· Gauge. Along all of 
these roads that lead into the city, are built beautiful 
suburban villages, in which are the residences of 
thousands, who do business in the city, and thus 
seek qniet homes in the sulmrl>s. The fare on these 
railways is exceedingly light, and is made less as 
the population and traffic i~crease. 

EDUCATIONAL. 

The public schools of the co1mty are in a most 
fiourishing eondition. There are eighty-four school 
districts, containing 10,062 children within school 
ages. School houses have already been erected in 
these districts, within easy distances, for the accom
modation of the children. There is loaned out at 
eight 1>er cent. interest, belonging to the different 
townships, for the uenefit of these schools, the sum 
of $54-,513.:71, :from which is derived a regular income, 
in addition to receipts from State and county funds, 
collected for school purposes. 

PIUCE OF LAND. 

The vcrybestlands ean be had at from fiftytoone 
hundrNl and ilfty dollars per acre, according to 
location and state of improvements. There are 
thousands of acres of medium class lands, that c.an 
be had from ten to thirt:·-fiye dollars 11er acre. 

INDUCEMENTS TO IMMIGRATION, ETC. 

. Taken as a whole, St. Lollis County offers induce
ments to lmy and build up homes, having, pleasant 
and profitable surroundings that can he found in 
but few other sections of the countr:·. •Yith easy 
and sure facilities for reaching all the markets, the 
intelllgent associations of a large city; a n1~11ie.Wal 
government entirely free of debt, permanent im
provements "all made, and i.n fine condition, nnd 
the burden of taxation light, it ')"OUJ<l seem as if 
persons desiring permanent homes could ask hut 
little more. As yet, many of the farms are large, 
having been O"Wnea and held by wealthy residents 
of the city, who used them as country residences. 

· There is ample opportunity for obtaining locations 
of such sizes as will suit purchasers. 

In topography, the connty is high and gently roll· 
ing, with an underlying stratum of limestone; it is 
well watere<l, the Meramec and Des Peres Rivers and 
numerous small creeks furnishing live water the 
year round. It is particularly healthy, and is built 
up and occupied by a most intelligent and refined 
class of people. It is provided with every facility 
for both moral and intellectual culture, being un 
equaled, in point of· size and population, in the num
ber of its churches and schools. We claim for St. 
Louis County, that it offers permanent attractions 
to settlers not surpassed by any section of country 
in the Ullited States. 
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SALINE COUNTY. 

Saline County is situated on the south side of the 
Missouri River, and a little west and north of the 
center of the State, and immediately e11st of the 
county of I,afltyette; the Missouri River forming the 
boundn.ry on tbe north itnd en.st; for a distance of 
nincf;y miles. This county has ofttimes received the 
well· merited appellation of "the Ga1·den of Mis-
souri." 

son, AND PRODUCTIONS. 

Its soil is principally 11 black loam, from two to 
eight feet deep, underlaid with it porous subsoil, the 
advantage of which is felt ancl appreciated by the 
intelligent farmer, especially in very wet or very 
dry seasons. J<'or agricultural purposes and stock
raising this county is unsurpassed by any in the 
State. ·w11en hemp, that test of good land, was ex
tensively grown in this State, Saline was a large 
producer. Cont and wheat are the two leading 
products of this soil, and make lai:gc yields. A 
:!ew y(mrs iw;o a premium waR offered for the best 
ten n.m·e:-:i of corn grcrwn in the county, and \Vas 

awa.rded to a fm·m.cr, \vho inude n.n average of over 
one hundred an<l twenty-four bushels per acre, ancl 
sovcnteon others prodt:lced an average of over one 
hundrc(l Jmsbcls per iwre; all other cereals, com
mon to t.his lictiturle, n.re successfully and profitably 
eult.ivatcd; conMirlemblo tobacco is gi·own in the 
northern anll onstem parts of the county. Grasses 
grow to perfection, ancl a large quantity of hay is 
mttde in the county each year. Blue gritss is the 
nat11r11l production of all open lauds not; in culti· 
vation. 

Orchtmls arc nnmcrous, and fruits fine, such as 
apples, peaches, pears, cherries. and the s1nallcr 
fruits of the garden. 

SUR~'ACE AND CHARACTERISTICS. 

About one-fourth of the land in Saline County is 
timbered,· itnd three· fourths, prairie land. The 
timber conBists, principally, of the different kinds 
of" oak, walnut, hickory, elm, cotton-wood, hack
berry, ash, cherry, maple and sycamore. The 
prairie lands of the county have 1111 been improved. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

The average price of improved land is about 
twenty-five dollars per acre; that of unimproved 
laucl, about six dollars per acre. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

Coal is found in all parts of the county in abun
dance. In the southeastern part of the county is 
the Sappington-JackSon Bank of cannel coal. 

Salt ancl mineral waters are found in all parts of 
the county. The great salt spring, eight miles west 
of Marshall, is probably the largest spring of the 
kind in the State. Near Brownsville, in the south· 
western portion of the county, are situated tile 
Sweet Springs-rapidly becoming, on· account of 
tl).eir health -giving properties, a popular summer 
resort, and may well be called the " Saratoga of the 
the West." 

WEALTH OF THE COUNTY.-

No. Acres of Land. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 460, 788 
" TownLots .•••..••.• : ....... 11,266 
" Horses...................... 10,797 
" Mules .•••••• .'............... 3,999 
" Asses and Jennets......... 94 
" Neat Cattle................. 26,174 
" Sheep~............................ 20,84:17 
" Hogs........................ 49,91l9 

Money, Notes and Bonds ••.•••.•..•..•• 
All other Personal Property ••.••••.•.. 

Total Ta.>:able Wealth ...... : ..... . 

MARKET J;'ACILITIES. 

.A"'sessed 
Value. 

$5,018,299 
6U,105 
356,94.'l 
180,577 

4,675 
417,9G5 
31,58~ 

98,537 
988,317 
662,3.5rJ 

$8,400,269 

The Chicago, Alton & St. Louis Railroad runs 
centrally through the county from east to west, en
tering over the fine steel bridge that spans the Mis
souri River at Glasgow; the Lexington Branch of 

the Missouri Pacific crosses the southwestern por
tion of the county, and the Wabash, St. Louis & 
Paeiftc traverses the north bank of the Missouri 
River, anrl, by these roads and the river above 
named, the numerous products of the generous soil 
find direct, ready and competing markets in the 
cities of St. Louis and Chicago. 

RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAJ,. 

Churches and school houses are :found in every 
neighborhood of the county. The one lmndred and 
thirteen schools of the county are mainly kept up 
from the public school fund of the ceunty. The 
Sappington sehool fund, a private fund of about 
$40,000, is for the•education of orphan and indigent 
children. 

THE FINANCIAL CONDITION 

of the county is unexeelled, Saline County not hav. 
ing a dollar of indebtedness, and being occupied 
by a thrh·ing, prosperous and liberal people, who 
extend the hand of welcome to all seeking a good 
home in a. good la.ud~ 
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SCHUYLER COUNTY. 

Schuyler County is located on the northern 
boundary of the State, sixty miles west of Keokuk, 
andis crossed by two railroads; one, the 'Vabash,St. 
Louis & Pacific, formerly the :North Missouri Rail
road, running north and south through the county, 
and connecting St. I'aul with St. Louis; the other, the 
Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska Hailroa.d, running '\vest 
from Keokuk, passes east and west through the 
county, and crosses the former road one mile north 
of Glenwood. In this way all the good markets are 
easy of access. 

PRICE OF LAND. 

The county is divided into small farms, and four
fifths of the land is good for farming pu11>oses, with 
the exception of a small strip located on Chariton 
river. Good, unimproved land can be bought on 
easy terms at iive dollars per acre, and improved 
farms from seven to ten dollars per acre. About 
one-fourth of the land is prairie. 

TIMBEH. 

Timber is abundant and affords cheo.p material 
for farm improvements and fuel. 

WATEI{ 

is in ample supply for all purposes. 

SOILS. 

The soil is not so rich, nor so deep as some Illinois 
lands, but as the grazing is superb, inclnding the 
c.elebrated blue grass, stock-rnL::ing is rapidly be
coming the ruling industry. 

HEALTHFULNJ<;ss. 

The climate is exceedingly healthy, and no chronic 
disorders prevail. 

FINA..."11\CIAL CONDITION-SCHOOL FUND. 

The county contains 101,.1.32 acres of land; aver
age taxable valuation, $-L35 per acre. Town lots, 
3,580; ayerag~ taxable valuation, $:34 per lot; aver
age annual ta..'<: levy for county purposes for the 
i1ast si:::.: years, 12 4-10 mills. Population, .12,000, 
estimated. Number of horses, 3,820; mules, 462; 
cattle, 9,305; sheep, 13,48~; hogs, 19,732,. The n.bove 
is taken from the last repm·t of th&Couuty Assessor. 
There are sixty school districts, with 3,SlS school 
children. The permanent school fund belonging to 
the county and townships is $36,3001 und is c.onstantly 
being increased by the Iines, forfeitures, tax pen
alty, strays and licenses .. This fnud is loaned to 
the citizens of the county, and the interest, amount
ing to nearly one dollar for each scholar, is aanually 
apportioned to the schools. The ammal district 
school levy in the county averages four mills. Each 
dish·ict has a school house, nearly new and paid tor. 

MANUFACTURING INTERESTS. 

There are, in the county, three steam mills, mer
ch::mt and custom combined; fifteen steam mills, 
sai.v and grist cmnbined; 011e steam. n1ill, woolen 
and carding combined; one steam mill, carding 
and grist con1bined; one· steam n1ill, iron foundry 
and machine shop eomlJ!ned; three steam saw 

mills; one stea1n mill~ nutnnfacturing·w-ondeu. ·wagon 
material. 

CHURCHES, SOCIETIES AND ORDERS. 

The llfethodists have seventeen congregation.~ 
and 995 members; the Baptists have sixteen congre
gations and 823 members; the Christians have ten 
congregations and 756 members; the Presbyterians 
have one congregation and 50 members; the Epis
copalians have one congregation and 25 member,.;;. 
l!'our Masonic lodges have 183 members, three Odd 
Fellows' lodges have 116 members, six temperance 
Red Ribbon Clubs have 446 mcmllern. No salo.ons 
are allowed by Jaw in the county. 

TOWNS. 

Lancaster, the county seat, located near the cen
ter of the county, on the Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska 
Railroad, two miles east of the junction of the above 
road, with the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railroad, 
sLxty-five miles west of Keokuk, Iowa. The town is 
beautifully situated, healthy, and affording excel· 
lent water in great abundance. It contai11s the 
court house and jail, fine, large school building, tivo 
church lmildings, Masonic and Odd Fellows' hall, 
bank, large and complete hotel, merchant mill, 
printing office, iive general stores (large and full of 
goods), two hardware, three drug, three grocery, 
one stove and tin, tivo fnr11itnrc and two millinery 
stores, one lumber and one bl"ick yard, one photo
graph gallery, three boot and shoe, two wagon, two 
blaeksmitll, one cooper and one butcher shop, two 
livery stables, lawyers and doctors in quality and 
quantity su:fli.eient. There has been shipped from 
this station, for the year 1879, t:ie following p1·oduc
tions: 

Car Loads. 
Horses............ ...... .. .••• .•.. .. ... 1 
Mules................................... 2 
Cattle.................................. 13 
Hogs................................... 68 
Sheep................................... 9 
Poultry .•......• ,....................... 3 
Il:ye ...•..•.....•••••••••.........•.••..• 
Corn.................................... 2 
Oats.................................... 8 
Hay.................................... 29 
\Valnut logs and lumber............... 15 
Shaved hoops.......................... 42 
Wood................................... IO 
Il:ailroad ties ....... ·......•. • • . • • . • • • . . . 165 
\Vool, pounds .............•........•••• 16,785 

The other thrivin01; towns are Glenwood, on the 
Wabash, St. Louis &; Pacific Railway; Queen City, 
on san1e road; Greentop, on sa1ne road; Downing, 
on Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad, and Ooats
ville, on the \Vabash, St. Louis &; Paciftc Railway. 
All are prominent shipping points for the produc
tions of the county, and are favorabl'Y located in 
the midst of prosperous :farming communities. 

The laws are rigidly enforced in Schuyler County, 
and the inhabitants hospitable and moral. Theim· 
migrant will receive a warm welcome. 
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SCOTLAND COUNTY. 

Scotland County is in the northeastern part of the 
State of Missouri; borders on the Iowa line, and is 
situated about.fOrty miles west of the Mississippi 
River. The county was organized from a part of 
Lewis County, on the 19th day of January, 1841; is 
twenty-one miles square, nnd contains 278,74.8 acres 
of land. Her population in 1850, was 3,782, in 1860, 
8,873, in 1870, 10,670, and in 1880 is estimftted at 15,000. 

THE SURFACE OF THE COUNTRY 

is undulating, and' consists of about two-thirds 
prairie, one-sixth table aud one-sixth bottom lands. 
These lands are well drained by the Little Fox, 
North ::md South Wyaconda, Bear, Baker, Foreman, 
North Fabius, Indian, Tobin, l!'abius and Middle 
]'abius Creeks, and the south fork of Middle Fabius. 
These streams are .at a convenient distance from 
each other, and 1low from the nol·thwest in a south· 
easterly direction. 

THE CLIMATE 

cannot be surpassed. The winters are short and 
mild, the summers long and tompel"ate, being just 
the requisites of good health ancl abundant harvests. 
There are no .malarial diseases. Ague or chills are 
little known. 

TIIE SOIL 

is very fertile and productive, the sub-stratum is a 
brown clay, technically known as the bluff forma
tion, while the upper stratum is a rich, sandy loam. 

AG:RICULTURAL PIWDUCTIONS. 

All the small grains ciin 110 grown successfully 
here, !Jut corn, oats iind wheat are the principal 
agricultural products. Tobacco is 11 profitable crop 
and the quality is said to be excellent. There are 
few better farming counties than Scotlnnd .. .All the 
products of the dairy can be found here in large 
quantities. 

Splendid pasturage abounds which cannot be 
excelled anywhere. Timothy and clover grow in 
profusion, while blue grass is indigenous to the soil 
and grows as luxuriantly here as in the celebrated 
blue gl·ass 'regions of Kentucky. The county is 
well watered, and there is no point of land in the 
county more than two miles distant from continual 
living stock water. The superb pastUl·es, large 
crops of cereals, the numerous, never-failing 
streams, the thick, young timber for shelter, pas
turage for about two hundred iind eighty days in 
the year, and the mild winter, render the advan· 
tages of this county for stock-raising second to 
none. Cattle, short horn and other breeds, hogs of 
every kind, horses and mules of excellent breed and 
size, are shipped from this county in great numbers. 
Sheep farming is especially profitable. Scotland 
produces more wool than any other county and 
there is a fortune to every man who engages in it 
extensively. There are no fties nor diseases here to 
destroy or impair the he.alth of stock of any kind. 

FRUITS 

of every kind common to the temperate zone grow 
here in ab1;mdance. .Apples, pears, peaches and 

apricots, a dozen varieties of grapes, i:;nu1ll fruits, 
and all kinds of berries are well adapted to our soil 
and climate. 

TIMBER 

is distributed all ovei' the county, along the bottoms 
and generally skirting the creeks, and is :.tbundantly 
sufficient for purposes of fencing, building and 
fuel-oak, hickory, walnut and elm prev(ti!ing. 

l\HNEI{AL HESOURCES. 

;i'he coal 1lehls extend into this county, but no 
mmes have yet been developed. 

EDUCATIONAL JIACILITIES. 

. The people 1Jelieve in education, and there is a 
good public rocllool ior every four square miles of 
territory, with about one hundred teachers employed 
in the county. Almoet every community has a sub
stantial churclt building. 

MARKETS. 

There is always a 1·eady market for all farm 
products. '.!'he l\Iissouri, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad 
runs through this county from east to west. The 
taxes are light, the State and county tax together 
amounting to only one and one-half cents on the 
dollar, and,. besides, the property is not assessed at 
more than one-third of its true value. 

PRICE OF l<'A:RMS. 

In this county, farms well improved, in excellent 
loc(ttities, and with good buildings, orchards, fences, 
wello, etc., can be purchased fOr from 1!fteen to 
twenty dolla,rs per acre, and medium farms from 
ten lo ilfteen dollars 1>er acre; unimproved farms at 
fl"Om three to eight dollars per acre. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

JII~mp_his is !he county seat of Scotland County, 
and rs situated near the geographical center of the 
eounty, and is the most important trading point in 
N ort~east ~1issouri. It was Jlrst settled in 1838, and 
was mcorporated as a town in 1870. In 1880 it was 
~·e-incorporatcd as a city. The ninth census gave 
lt a population of one thousand and seven, but since 
that time it has increased to fifteen hundred. It 
occupies a picturesque site, and contains a beautiful 
pub_lic square, surrounded by tall, substantial brick 
busmes_s houses. There are eight churches here of 
ihe varwns denominations, all well supported and 
well attende~. two priYate seminaries of Jearn,ing, 
a large publrc school hUllding·(brick) three stories 
high. Situated in one of the most fertile counties 
?f th~ State, populated with an entel1)rising and 
mtelligent people, with no rival towns to contend 
with, l\Iemphis bids fair to become a cily of eight 
or ten t4ousand inhabitants. All of hor Jmsiness 
houses are on a ilrm basis, and are prospering. 
Her manufacturing interests' are small, but doublin"' 
their cap(t(tl. Surroundt•d hythe best wool produc~ 
~ng country in ihe State, llfemphis offers superior 
mducements for the establishment of a woolen mill. 
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There are several other good trading points in the 
eonnty, bnt the great bulk of the business is trans
aeted here. The :Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska Rail
road depot is located here, and there are also three 
Jlour mills, running constantly, and doing a large 
and increasing business. 

Arliela, situated on the Missouri, Iowa & Nebraska 
Railroad, eight miles east of l\Iemphis, is a pleasant 
little village, contains severn1 stores, a steam mill, 
school house, and church. Considerable stock and 
produce is shipped from this pla\}e. 

Four miles south of Arbela is 1Etna, containing 
several stores, school honse, grist mill, and two 
churches. 

Uniontown, in the extreme northwest corner of 
the county, contains two stores, a church, and a 
splendid school building. 

Sand Hill, fourteen miles southeast of Memphis, 
is the oldest settlement of the county and is a 
pleasant little hamlet. 

CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE. 

The settle1·s before the year 1860, were mostly from 
Virgillia and Kentucky; since that time from Iowa, 
Illinois, Ohio, and the Northern and Eastern States. 
The people are equally divided in politics. Prob
ablythere is no county in the Union where less crime 
is committed. The citizens are kind and hospitable 
-sectional prejudice is among the things that were. 

SCOTT COUNTY. 

The county of Scott is situated about 150 miles 
below St. Louis. It has an area of about twenty· 
Jive by twenty miles. Its eastern boundary is the 
Mississippi River, affording several excellent land
ings; its western boundary is the White Water, or 
Little River. On the north it is bounded by Cape 
Girardeau County, and on the south by Missis
sippi and New Madrid Counties. 

The population is about 10,000, ·with an assessed 
value of taxable property. of $1,S00,000. It has no 
bonded debt, and no interest to pay, which makes 
taxation light. The total taxes levied last year 
amounted to but $1.10 on tbe $100. It is well supplied 
with pnhlic and private schools, and has churches 
of nearly ail denominations-the :Baptists and Meth· 
odists being most numerons. 

SURFACE CHARACTERISTICS AND SOIL. 

It has a great variety of soils-hilly and broken 
upland, river bottom, level sandy loam, etc. 

Tbe last spur of the Ozark Mountains juts into the 
northern portion of the county, making it hilly and 
broken. The soil is an admL"'<:ture of clay and loam, 
strongly impregnated with lime, making it admir
ably adapted to the growth of wheat, which is suc
<iessflllly cultivated by :frugal, industrious, and 
well-to-do German farmers, who settled here some 
thirty-five years ago. Wheat from this portion 
of the county, made into :!lour at the mills of 
Cape Girardeau, took the first premium at the 
Vienna Exposition, and also at the Centennial. 
The eastern portion of the county, south of the 
hills, and the western portion, along the White 
'IV1tter, are ricl1 river bottoms, wide in extent, and 
embracing a large area of as rich and productive 
lands as are found in any country, being black 
alluvial soil, exceedingly well adapted to the grow
iog of corn, wheat, oats, etc., the various grasses, 

roots, and vegetables. 
The central and southern portions are sandy 

loam, admirably adapted to farming, and yielding a 
larger return from the same amount of labor, than 
any lands in the St,,ate. Its great iieculiarity is the 
ease with which it is cultivated, and the certainty of 
its crops. It can be ploughed immediately after a 

rain, and the old es, settler here cannot recollect 
a failure of crops on this character of land. This is 
accounted for by the fact that the water of the Mis
sissippi percolates through the entire extent of its 
sandy snl.Jsoil, and is constantly ascending to the 
surface; and, if crops are properly cultivated, they 
never suffer from d1·onth. In late years it has been 
found that the wheat, grown on these lands, equals 
that grown on the hills, both in quantity and 
quality. 

Last year, experiments were made on this soil 
with tbe "Early Amber sugar cane," which proved 
a complete snc<;ess, although the parties had no 
previous knowledge of its cultivation, and their 
appliances for grinding the cane and evaporating 
the juice were of the rudest kind. The success of 
last year has induced the planting of a large area 
this year. 

CROP AVERAGES. 

The average yield of the different crops for last 
year was about as follows: · 

Wheat .•..•.••••••••.•.. bushels per acre, 15 

Corn.................... 40 
Oats.................... 40 

Ilyo..................... 30 
Barley.................. 35 

Irish Potatoes.......... 2()() 

Sweet 
Timothy............. . . . tons 
Clover ................. . 
Jiungarian .•...•••.....• 
Cotton, nnginned ...... pounds 

250 

2 
2 
3 

1,000 

A good tnllny farmers plant from ftve to ten acres 
in cotton, which produce well, and can be marketed 
when there is nothing else to sell. 

STOCK ill> DAIRY. 

The county is ·well adapted to stock-1·aising, as 
all the grasses are produced· with certainty and 
in great abundance, stock-water is plentiful and 
lasting, and only a few months· of winter feeding 
is necessary. Jiogs can be raised at a mere uqrnina1 
cost, as they only require to be flld with .corn, aoo 
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a month l>eforo S!\le ; previous to that, the almndance 
of mast keeps them in good order. 

Dairy farming could not be otherwise than profit
able here, as the transportation facilities are so 
great, that butter could ]Jc placed in New York 
at a cost of one and a half cents 1oer pound, and, 
taking into consideration the v:ilt1e of tho land 
here and that from which New York receives its 
butter supply, it will be seen that there is n, large 
margin left 'for profit. 

CLIMATE AND FRUITS. 

'.l'he elimate is a medium between the extremes of 
north and south; the autumn or fall extends fre
quently into the middle of December, leaving but 
a short winter; the seasons arn about a fortnight 
earlier than in the latitude of St; Louis County, 
making the cultivation of vegetables and frnits 
very rirofitable, as thoy can bo placed in St. Louis 
about ton hours after they a1·e gathered. Water· 
melons havo been cultivated along the line of the 
railroad, for some time; ono hundred car loads were 
shipped from Diehlstadt, last year, and large ship· 
mcmts were ahio made from Blodgett and Morley. 
Strawberries are also enltivated, profitably, £01· the 
St. Louis market. 

MINERALS, ETC. 

All the v:trietics of clays for fire and· <lommon 
brick, pottery, etc., nre found in various portions 
of the cotmty, together with extensive deposits of 
ochre and minernl paints of various colors. There 
a l:trge mill for griu<ling and drying ochre, ·two 
miles i1hove 1\lorley. 

THl~ TIMBim 

of this region is nnoquale<l, immense forests exist 
along its western border in this primovill state, con
taining timber suitable for ship-building, railroad 
<iars, wi1gons, agricmltural imploments,joists, stnds, 
.panncls i11H1 ilooring for houses, barrel and 1iipe 
stt1ves 1 shingles, etc. "rho 1nost valuttblc varieties 
1ire tho different kinds oi white oak, poplar, ash, 
walnut, cto. '.l'llore is a large quantity of sweet 
gum, which, when introduced and tried, will sup· 
plnnt pine, Ju a great measure, for house lumber. 

TRANSPOitTATION I•'ACILITIES. 

The trimsportation facilities arc great. 11; has the 
MississiJJpi .River ulo11g its entire eastern front, the 
St. Louis, lron J\Jountain & Southern I?ailway runs 
through its entire length, from northwest. to south
east, and the Cairo division of the same road 
through its southern townships. This creates. a 
good locml miwket for produce, etc. Anything that a 
farmer has to dispose of can be readily sold at any 
of the towirn 11long the railroad, or those on tr.e 
river, at llcttrly St. J,ouis prices. 

HEALTH O~' THE PEOPLE. 

The greatest objection to immigration into the 
Southeast, and the one having the least foundation 

in fact, is on the score of health. '.1'he country has 
been blamed for what should be !!\id to the charge 
of a majority of the people inhabiting it. The large 
quantities of vacant land has induced a c.Jass of 
people to "squat" here, whose ha!Jits and mode of 
life Would make them unhealthy in any place on 
the globe. Living side by side with these are 
families, who, having houses properly raised from 
the ground and ventilated, paying proper attention 
to their diet and clothing, and working in the field, . 
instead of "coon hunting," enjoy as good health 
there as in any portion of the Union. The introduc
tion of Driven Pumps, as pure water can be obtained 
in any place, at a depth of from seventeen to twenty
five feet, has improved the health of the former 
class materially, as the surface-water which they 
drank had a good deal to do with their ill-health. 

MILLS .AND l\IILLING. 

There are several saw-mills)n the county, and, as 
yet, onlyt-wo flouring mills, a large one at Oommerce, 
on the river, aud a small one atSylvania;on the rail-
1·oad. There is an opening for a large :llour mil! at 
:Morley, on the railroad, situated in the center of 
the wheat growing region, to any person who would 
erect one at that point. The railroad eompany 
would donate land for a mill site, and all the nec
essary outbuildings and cottages for <lmployes and 
would also give them a private switch. 

PR.IClcS OF LAND. 

The prices of land arc very moderate, improved 
farms can be boi1ght at from ten to twenty-five dol
lars per acre. The St. J..ouis, Iron Mountain & 
Southern Rililway Oompany have a large quantity 
of fine timber, agricultural and grazing lands in the 
wild state, which are sold at f-rom two to five dollars 
per acre. The Scott County Immigration Society 
will be happy to furnish i;nformation to intending 
immigrants op. uny of the above points. 

Scott County offers the greatest inducements to 
immigrants, whether with or withont capital, the 
former can make profitable .investments in the dif
ferent manufactories of wood and . grain, in the. 
reclamation of wet lands, stock raising, and the 
pui·chase of improved farms, which can be .bought 
at a half of their cost, as there is a class of pioneers 
allover the West who make improvements with their 
own labor, who are always willing to sell at a sacri· 
flee for cash; while those without capital can get a 
piece of wild land on such terms as in the course 
of four years will make them the owne1· of it, in an 
improved state, and all from their own labor, while 
neither will be required to ma.ke any great sacri:llce, 
as here arc possessed. all the advantages of civili
zation in the shape of schools, churches, good so· 
ciety, railway facilities, and easy access to good 
markets, with two newspapers-the "Dispatch," 
pnbiished at Oommerce, and the "Record," pub· 
llshed at Benton, the county seat. 
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SHANN.ON COUNTY. 

Shannon County, Missouri, contains about 1,000 
square miles of territory. 

TOPOGRAPHY-SOILS-PRODUCTS. 

The land may be divided into two classes, tillable 
and grazing lands. One· third of the land in the 
county is susceptible of cultivation. The tillable 
land consists of river bottom, valley and upland. 
The soil of the first division is alluvial; that of the 
second a sand loam; of the third a clay loam. The 
bottom and valley lands are already rich in the 
natural elements necessary to plant for production, 
and will, therefore, produce abundant crops with
out the use of manure. The uplands do not pro
duce such abundant crops during the first two or 
three years of tillage, but when they are properly 
farmed they prove to be the most' lasting lands. 
There is an abundance of water in the county for 
any purpose. Current River enters it at the north
west corner, and runs in a southeasterly direction 
through the county. Jacks Fork of Current River 
rises in the southern part of Texas County, enters 
Shannon County about twelve miles north of its 
southwest corner, and runs in a northeasterly 
direction, emptying into Current River near the 
center of the county. These two streams have 
about ten tributaries, extending in various direc
tions through the county_ These streams furnish 
abundant power for manufacturing purposes. They 
aJso :furnish ample employment for the followers of 
Isaac Walton,ias they. a.hound in :fish of various 
kinds, such as bass, pike, perch, salmon, sucker, 

. catfish, drum, gar a.nd red-horse. 

TIMBER SUPPLY. 

.A.s a general thing the county is ~ell timbered 
with yellow pin.e, black and white oak preponder
ating; black and white walnut, sycamore, pin and 
burr oak, cedar, elm, cherry, hickory and buckeye 
are not so abundant, yet in good supply. The tim
ber is an important factor in the resources of this 
county. 

VARIETY OF PRODUCTION. 

The farm products are: Corn, wheat, oats, pota
toes, peanuts, tobacco, cotton, hay, fruits, berries 
and vegetables of all kinds common to ~his latitude. 
The soil and climate are more especially adapted 
to the production of the tame grasses, fruit and 
tobacco-although the other products, mentioned 
above, are successfully grown by the intelligent 
farmer. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

Horses, cattle, sheep and hogs are easily and 
cheaply raised here. Nature has made such ample 
provision for them in the way of mast and wild 
grass, and the soil is so well adapted to tame grasses 
for enclosed or out pasturage, that they are brought 
to a marketable age and condition at the least 
possible expense to the owner. The wild pea-vino 
furnishes an excellent late pasturage near the 
streams. Blue grass is indigenous to the soil, and 
when the ground is sufilciently packed by the stock 
it begins to appear. A small amount of intelligent 
work will hasten its coming. 

The above facts; taken in connection with the 
healthfulness of the county for man and beast, 
would appear to render this a profitable location for 
the stock-raiser. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

The county, besides the l·esources before men
tioned, has undeveloped mineral resources. Iron, 
copper and lead indications can be seen in many 
parts of the county. The prospect miner has been 
here; the man with capital is now demanded to go 
deeper than a prospect shaft can go. The mineral 
resources are as yet a reserve fund to JJe drawn on 
in an emergency. 

TRANSPORTATION AND MARKETS. 

The county is about one hundred and seventy-Jlve 
miles from St. Louis by the usually traveled route. 
Forty-five miles from Salem, the present terminus 
of the St. Louis, Salem & Little Rock Railway, a 
branch of which is now in course of construction 
to a point near the northern boundary line, forty
:tive miles from Piedmont, on the Iron Mountain & 
Southern Railroad. 

MORAL, SOCIAL .A.ND EDUCATIONAL. 

The citizens of the county are generally law
abiding. The criminal statistics will compare favor
ably with those of any county in the Stitte. The crim
inal court has had little business for several years. 
Th.e old social customs once so prevalent in the early 
settlement of the country have not disappeared; 
the latch string still hangs on the outside of the 
door to the belated traveler, and the hospitalities of 
the place are still extended to those who call. The 
standard of morality is as high as in the metropolis, 
and the advantages of a common school education 
~~not ?isregarded. The great need of the county 
is intelligent labor, backed up by capital in an ordi· 
nary a.mount. 
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81-IELBY COUNTY. 

. Shelby county offers superwr inducements alld 
attractions to immigrants, in the cheapness of its 
lands, its light taxation, its location, soil, climate, 
healthfulness, social and other considerations, 
which go to make life profitable and enjoyable. 

It is situated in the Northeast portion of the State, 
and is the second com11,y west of the l\Iississippi 
H1ver, on the IIu,nnibal & St. Joseph Railroad, and 
has itn area. of 322,:mo acres, and a population. of 
fifteen thousand inhabitants. 

MAHKETS. 

Quincy and Himnil>al, the eastern termini of this 
road, are on the " Father of Waters," and about 
thirty-five miles from the county line, giving good 
and convenient markets; and several lines of roads 
connect these points wHh St. Louis, Chicago and 
the lDast. 

WA1'Int SUPPJ,Y. 

Salt River runs through its whole extent, from 
northwest to southeast; arnl this, with North River, 
tho },abinH, '11i,gcr, Ottar, Crooked, and a dozen 
smaller streams, gives abundant supply of water 
for domestic pnrposus. 

1'llE, 'rIMBEH 

is principally confined to these streams and cover 
about one-third of the area of the county-tile 
native forests abounding in oak, walnut, elm, maple, 
hickory, hackbcrry and white birch. The rest of the 
county is almost entirely rolling prairie, with 11 soil 
of dark loam, rich in vegetable matter, from eight to 
twenty inches deep. 

SOI LR. 

In the timber, tlte surface soil is light in color, 
especially where grows the largest anrl finest white 
oak. The depth and fertility of this soil is indicated 
by the growth of timber thereon. 

STOCK-RAISING ADVAN1'AGES. 

Blue grass is indigenous to all this country, much 
of it comparing fayorably with Kentucky's far· 
famed blue grass region; while timothy, red and 
white clover, grow as surely and luxuriantly as in 
any part of the great West. 

No finer meadows of timothy· grass grow in any 
land under the sun, and these, with the blue grass 
pastures, are the special glory and wealth of the 
county. ' 

Nature has boon 111yish here, with rich grasses, 
pure waters; abundant shelter and kindly climate, 
making this region very attractive and profitable to 
the herdsman. 

The climate is mild enough to give about eight 
months pasturage in the year. 

:PRODUCTS OF THE SOIL. 

Next to the grasses, corn is the largest crop; tliat 
of 1879 is put down at 250,000 bushels. Oats, and 
other small grains do well. 1'here is but little out· 
ward movement of grain, howeYer; the farmers 
preferring' the more conve.nient and profitable way 
of converting it into beef and pork. 

Wheat does well on hickory and white oak laud, 
aud, with a favorable winter, on the farge prairies, 
often yielding twenty to thirty but'hels to the acre. 

Tobacco i8 gro'\Vll to a considerable extent, and 
the leRf produced, is greatly C$teemed by the best 
tobncco J1unmfacturers in tile countl'v. About 
500,000 pounds are annually shipped ·from the 
county. 

l!'RUIT-G ROWING. 

It is a prime fruit country. It lies in the. great 
fruit belt of tho continent, aml the soil and climate 
are well suited to and produce apples, pears, 
grapes, and cherries, of superior 11avor and line 
size. 

TAXABLB WEALTH, ETC. 

'fhc tott1l valuation of real and personal property, 
fol· taxable purposes: is $:~ 16S2,84-4·, and ns the county 
is nomimilly out of debt, tile present rate of 
oue dollar per hundred yields abundant rcvenne. 
Three thousm1.1l dollara is tho county's total debt, 
anrl that is hel<l by the citizen.s of the county. There 
is not now, and never has been, any indelJtedness to 
any railroad or other corporation. 

EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 

There arc in tho county seventy-five school· 
houses and schools-four of them graded high 
schools-a permanent fund of $60,000, and au en· 
rollment of 4,777 school children. Besides the in
terest on this permanent sehool fund, the county is 
in receipt of 11 liberal apportionment from the Stato 
school fund, and from tines and penalties covered 
into the treasury and a direct scl10ol tax. 

'l'he public ·schools, of course, are free, under 
good discipline, and doing excellent work. 

Besides these, the Shelbina Collegiate Institute, 
located in Shelbina, the. commercial city of the 
county, is an incorporated college, of high grade. 

CHU1'CHES. 

'.rhere aro upwards of thirty churches-many of 
them creditable hnilclings, and well sustained. 
Almost all .the leading denominations are repre· 
sented. 

PRICE OF LANDS. 

Lands can be l.Jought at prices that must attract. 
1'he best unimproved lands sell at from eight to 
fifteen dollars per ucre, according to location, near
ness to the railroad or the towns. 1'hose of inferior 
quality bring from two dollars and :fifty cents to 
eight dollars per am·e. 

Improved lands nre held lit from ten to thirty 
dollars per acre. The lowei· price represents fair 
soil, with moderate improvements; the higher 
figure, the choice of the count.y, with fine buildings, 
orchards, excellent fences, timber and water. 

There are still upon the market, at fair figures, 
several large and valuable tracts of wild land, with 
splendid prairie and timber range, specially adapted 
to stock-raising. 
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STODDARD COUNTY. 

Stoddard County, Missouri, is situated in the 
southeastern part of the State, twenty miles from 
the Mississippi River, opposite the mouth of the 
Ohio. The county is bounded on the east by White· 
water River, and on the west by the St. Francois. 
Along the borders of these streams are broad bot
toms of highly fertile land, some of which, is sub
ject to overflow. The entire central portion of the 
county, from north to south, consists of rolling up· 
lands. 

SOIL. 

The soil of the bottoms is a sandy alluvium of 
great fertility, and well adapted for the culture of 
cotton. The uplands are of clay loam, suitable for 
wheat. Corn, potatoes, oats, tobacco and grass 
grow readily in any part of the county. 

WATER. 

Castor River and several smaller streams furnish 
a large amount of stock water. i.Vells of moderate 
depth furnish good water in any part of the county. 

TIMBER. 

The timber of the bottom lands is noted for its 
size and excellent quality. It consists chieily of 
oak, hickory, gum, maple, ash and cypress, with· 
occasional walnut, elm, catalpa, box-elder, etc. 
The timber of the uplands is of the same species, 
excepting cypress, but not so large as the timber in 
the bottoms. 

.AREA. 

The area of Stoddard County is about 700 square 
miles, or 480,000 acres, of which not over 50,000 acres 
are in'actual cultivation. 

POPULATION. 

The population of Stoddard County is about 12,000, 

and consists o.f imn1igrants from Tennessee, Kenw 
tucky, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Germany. 

MARKET FACILITIES. 

Shippers of produce have choice of St. Louis, 
Chicago or Southern markets. The St. Louis & Iron 
ll!ountain Railroad Company give specially low 
rates from Dexter. As an item, it may be men
tioned that cotton is shipped to St. Louis at seventy. 
five cents per bale. The merchants of Dexter and 
Rloomfield, generally pay St. Louis prices, less 
freight, for all kinds of produce. Supplies of all 
kinds required by farmers can be bought at about 
the same prices as elsewhere in Missouri and in 
Illinois. 

ROADS. 

The public roads of Stoddard County have been 
much neglected, but the present County Court is 
taking measures for improvement in this respect. 

RAILROADS. 

The Cairo Division of the St. Louis, Iron Moun
tain & Southern Railway passes nearly through the 
center of the county, from east to west. The 

Illinois, Missouri & Texas Railroad, extending 
southwest from Cape Girardeau, on the Mississippi 
River, will r.;_n, for twenty-eight miles, through the 
northern part of the county. \Vork is now sus 
pended on this road, but it is expected tlmt it wi 
resume operation at an early day. A party is no'<' 
surveying a line for a projected railroad from Dex
ter southward, to be known as the Dexter & Helena 
Railroad. · 

SCHOOLS. 

The county is divided into sixty-three school dis
tricts, in each of which is a school house. Most ot 
these arc of primitive design, but as the old ones 
disappear, new ones, of a better class, are erected. 
The average term of schooi is four or five months 
per year. The teachers employed are mostly young 
men. The wages of teachers range from thirty to 
fifty dollars per month. The schools are supported, 
in part, by State funds, and partly by county and 
township school funds, and by local taxation. 

HEALTHFULNESS. 

'!'here is very little sickness in Stoddard County 
that can be attributed to the climate. The most 
fatal disease is pneumonia; and nearly every case 
of th.is is brought on bv imprudence or e.x:t)OSure. 
'!'here is but little fever and ague. Consumption is 
almost unknown. Diptheria, and similar diseases 
so fatal to children, have never prevailed to any 
extent in this county. 

CLIM.ATE. 

The winters a:;:-e short and mild, and the summer 
heat is no greater than in Iowa or Minnesota, al
though the warm season lasts much longer. Severe 
drouths are unknown. There has not been a dry 
season, at all serious in its effects on vegetation in 
thirty years. The mild wmters are particularly 
favorable to stock-raising. 

FRUIT CULTURE. 

Much attention i_s paid to fruit-grnwing. Peaches 
have proved the most protltable crop. Strawberry 
culture h:ts been carried on for three or four years 
by a few enterprising farmers, and has proved 
profitable. 

S'fOCK-R.AISING. 

The most profitable business of the county is the · 
raising of cattle "and hogs. '!'he. shipments of stock 
show a steady increase from year to year, and large 
amou!lts of money are i·ealized by those engaged in 
the business. 

The excellent range is a_great advantage, afford
ing abundant grass for cattle and mart for hogs. 

FINANCES. 

The assessed valuation of taxable property in 
Stoddard County, August 1, 1879, was $1,473,399. '.fhe 
total indebtedness of the county, January 1, 11379, 
after deducting the amount in the trea$ury, was 
$32,000, most of which is drawing interest at the 
rate of eight per cent. The county not only pll.ys 
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interest promptly, hut has during the past two 
years 11iaterially reduced the principal. County 
warrants now range fl·on.1 11 incty cents to 1ntr. 

TAXES. 

'l'hc rntc of t:txation fo1· the past three years has 
been one dollar nml fort;y cents per one lrnndrcd 
dollars, for all pm·poscH except s<ll10ols. 'l'he sehool 
tax varies from nothing in district.s where the in· 
tm·cst money is snilicicnt to support schools, to one 
dollar per ouo hundred dollars, in dist.riots paying 
for new school-houses. 'l'hus the total iwerage 
titx::ition is less th:in two per cent. on the assessed 
v:tluiition. 

i..AND. 

The tillable land of Stoddard County is owned 
mostly by citizens. The St. Louis & Iron Mountain 
Railway Company own about 30,000 acres of good 
upland. Most of the bottom lands outside the set
tled portion of the county belong to non-resident 
owners, who ofter their !::ind for sale at low prices 
through resident agents. 'rhe titles of all lands 
can be re,adily ascertained from the land records, 
which are all preserved; besides this, a firm in 
Bloomfield has a complete abstract of title of all 
lands in the county. Good farming land can now be 
bought at from three to Jive dollars per ::icrc, and im· 
proved farms from five to ten dollars per acre. 

STONE COUNTY. 

This county js located in the extreme southwest
ern part of tllil State, on thn Arlmnsas border, and 
haH :i population of alJout 5,000. 

son, AND SUJWA<m CHARACT1"RISTICS. 

Tho soil is :i rich, red loan1, except the river 
l;ottoms, which aro itlluvial. Jn the extreme nor· 
them 1rn1·t the soil of the immediate surface is light 
mul aHily, Jmt the loam is found at the depth of a 
f<lw inches. I'rocecding t.owimls tho s<mthern lino 
Of the COtlllty, the SUl'fnCe soil iS lL dark, veget1Lble 
mould, with tho rod loam underlying it at a depth of 
iorLy or Jlft;y feut. 'l'lrn alluvium on tho river bot· 
toms vm·ios from n fow inches to twenty feet in 
tkpt,h, n1ul in rn•odnctivcnoss is nnsm·pasoe<l. 

1rhe unimvroved lan<ls of the entire couuty are 
covered with quite a heavy grnwth of timber-this 
narrow 1rnrthorn licit being more or less densely 
supplied with scrub oak, J1l:tck·jack and a spcc:ies of 
tlwm·f hickory. In the wut11 the timber becomes 
hcavior, tho chief varieties being ou.k, hickory, 
bhwk and white walnut, elm, maple, linden, syca
more, lo<ms1, nncl rnany othct·kinc18 of lesser growth. 
rl,hO }ll'OV:tiling l,ilnher is oak, Of Which. there are 
seven or night, varict.ics, the mo Rt abunchmt of which 
are tho black ::irnl white oak, both valnnble for lum
ber, us are also the post oak, r,hillcapin and burr 
oak, the fast fonncl chictly on the bottoms, some· 
times four or llve feet in diameter. The hackberry, 
though not very abundant, is found here, and is 
very valnn.lile for lumber. l~ed cedar abounds, and 
in 1.110 "outhern part of the county there is a prolific 
supply of yellow pine, the value of which needs no 
~onuncnt. 

It will be seen from tho above that there are no 
pr::iirie lands in the county; though in the extreme 
northern part, there are level or gently undulating 
stretches of land, that seem as if they might have 
been pro,irics at some former period. 

,,... The proportion of cultivated Janel in this county 
to the uncultivated, is probably not more than one 
acre in twenty. ·· 

After leaving the northern line of the county a 
few miles, going south, the surface of tho country 
becomes gradually more and more hilly, until the 
southern bou1ldary is approached, when the hills 

become littlclcss tlrnnmonntains. And throughout 
the eounLy, the1·t~ is com!l!tra.t.ively bnt little land in 
cultivation, except what lies in the river bottoins 
and on the lesser Rtrcams. Yet these uplands, 
rough and stony though they iire, h;wc 11 rich, deep 
soil, and if devoted to the raising of fruit, especially 
grlLJJQB, would soon ]Je among the most valuable 
lands in the country, These hills ::ire now covered 
witb wild grape vines, the fruit of many or which 
has as 1lnc.a 1!avor as the most celebrated grapes in 
the gardens of the North and I~ast. These lands 
e::in now be had at :from one dollar to two dollars 
per acre. When the 11dvanl;agos of tllis county 
arc better and more widely known, intelligence and 
industry from abroad will come and cover these 
hills with pleas:iut homes, and orclrnrcls, and vine
yards, where now arc only the barrenness and 
desolation ~if untamed nature. 

PRODUC'.l'IONS. 

'.l'he products of the county, as now farmed, are 
corn, whcnt, rye, onts, nm1 a very little hay. Corn 
averages from thirty to forty bushels per aero; 
wheat, about fifteen bushels; rye, the snmc, and 
oats, about thirty. Bnt with improved methods of 
cultivation, the soil here would yield double this 
11vemgo in each of the crops. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

Oattle, horses, mules and hogs, are raised in Mn
siderablc numbers; and owing to the mildness of 
the winters, stock of all kinds can be ensily and 
pr0Jlt11bly raised. Bnt little wool is grown, owing 
to the difficulty of protecting tho sheep from do:;s. 
Tho quality of stock raised i11 the county is inferior. 
Neither thoroughb1·ed ciattle or horses have been 
introduced to any extent, but impl"oved breeds of 
hogs have )Jeen quite extensively introduced, but 
they have not fionrished ::is well as tl1e native stock; 
whether from lack of proper treatment is not yet 
known. Most of the improved breeds have died the 
present year, while the loss in native stoe k lmc lie en 
slight. 

PRICE OF FARMS. 

There is a large amount of pnbli<\ lands in the 
county-many thousand acres. Improved farming· 
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lands can be had at :from ten to twenty dolfars per 
acre, a.ccording to location. The price of unim
proved lands is stated above. But there are thou
sands of acres here that can be had under the home
stead law, which brings the land down to about 
eighteen cents per acre. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

It can be truthfully said, that this loc:ility is as 
healthy as any that can be found in the State. The 
water is remarkably pure, and copious living springs 
abound all over the county. So that, in its adaptation 
to successful fruit-growing and. stock· raising, it is 
unsurpassed by any locality in the country. 

EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

T!J.e county is well supplied v;ith public school 
facilities, and. great attention is paid to educational 
matters. Churches of various denominations abound 
in every neighborhood, and the people are hospita
ble, law-abiding, and industrious. 

MARKET FACILITIES. 

As yet, no railroad traverses the county, ~ut the 
St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad, which runs 
close to the northwestern boundary, affords ample 
shipping facilities, and the home markets ai:e good 
and reliable. 

TOWNS AND VILLAGES. 

Galena is the county seat, and is a prosperous, 
thriving to'\vn, ·with many good business houses, and 
is well supplied \\ith churches, schools and public. 
buildings. Its location is fine, and its future busi· 
ness prospects, favorable in every respect. 

The other towns and post-oillces are Sinclair, 
Robertson's Mill, Curran, Oto, Cape Fair, Reeds 
Springs and Blue Eye. 

COUNTY l!'INANCES. 

The county is burdened with no indebtedness, and· 
the county finances are well managed, and taxation. 
is low. 

t3ULLIV AN OOUN'TY. 

Sullivan County lies in the northern part of the 
State, and is separated :from the State of Iowa by 
Putnam County on the north, and is bounded on 
the east by Adair; on the south by Linn, and on 
the west by Grundy and Mercer Counties. 

RAILROAD FACILITIES. 

Sullivau County has two railroads in .active oper
ation - the Burlington & Southwestern running 
thr()ugh the county from north t() south, the 
northern terminus being Burlington, I()wa-and on 
the south, connecting mth .the Hannibal & St. 
Joseph Railroad at Laclede, in Linn County. '.l.'!1e 
Quincy, Missouri & Pacific Railroad extends from 
Quincy, Illinois, to Milan, the county seat of Sulli
van County, which is the present terminus of the 
road; the last above named road furnishing direct 
communication with all points east. 

SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES. 

This county has about one hundred public 
SCh()Ols, v;ith an efficient force Of good teachers, and 
an ample school fund for their support. There are 
about twep.ty-five churches in the county-nearly 
all the denominations being represented. 

COUNTY FINANCES AND RATE OF TAXATION. 

The county is in a good shape financially, county 
warrants being at par, and paiq 011 presentation to 
the treasurer. The rate of taxation is about $1-40 
on the $101} valuation-this being the total for all 
purposes. The .indebtedness of the county is about 
$80,000-consisting of su\lscriptions to the capital 
stock of the Burlington & South,vestern Railroad. 

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND PRODUCTIONS. 

The surface is 1mdulating, but not mountainous 
-a~out two-fifths of the entire area (414,500 acres) 

being timber, the residue being prairie land of a 
ftne quality. The timber is chiefly oak (of all 
varieties), hickory, walnut, elm, linn, and cotton~ 
wood. ·'The streams are Main Medicine, West 
Locust, Main Locust, East Locust, Yellow Creek, 
and Spring Creek, all but the last being tributary to 
Grand River-Spring Creek bei.ng tributary to the 
Chariton River. In the timber regions, stone of 
·excellent quality is found...;.both sand and limestone 
being of Jine quality. 

Coal exists in abundance in this county, but, 
owing to the abundance of timber, has· been as yet 
but little developed. Copper, :l'ielding seventy-:five 
per cent. of pure metal, has been discovered in sev
eral places in the county. 

The various sources of wealth are the grains and 
grasses, horses, mules, horned cattle, sheep, and 
hogs. 

Clover and timothy both yield abundantly, and are 
a sure crop. Blue grass is growing on both the 
timber and prairie commons as the energetic suc
cessor, by right of conquest, of the native wild 
grasses. Both rye, wheat and Indian corn vield 
sure and bountiful crops. Oats yield a fine ~rop, 
fifty bushels to the acre being an ordinary crop. 
Both millet and hungarian grass give good crops. 

Potatoes, both sweet and Irish, cabbages, 
squashes, pumpkins, turnips, artichokes, beans and 
peas all yield sure and abundant crops. 

.Apples, pears, cherries, plums, currants, goose
berries, strawberries, raspberries, grapes, and 
nearly all varieties of fruits that grow in temperate 
climates :flourish here. 

STOCK 

are active, healthy and enduring, and immense num• 
bers are annually sold and shipped to the south. 
Mules do well here, and immense numbers· are 
annually raised for sale. Sheep do excellently here 
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and iwo very hcitlthy and i\rc rcmarlmblc for !eeun· 
dity. Hogs arc (1Ltuu1'tn1!; imd arc one of the chief 
sources of we!tlth to the farmer. Poultry of nearly 
all varicthlH do well in thiH county. 

'rile catt.Je are of ex<'ellent riuality, and are raised 
in great nnrnbcn•; the coBt of raising cattle being 
tri11iug, as there is an abundant grtHiS crop annually 
on the uniuclosed prairie Jarnl.5 that furnishes all 
the fo0tl t!H.'Y need from the monih of April until 
Nnvembe1· o.r each year. 

y,~J-lm AND quALITY O.F LANDS. 

I;Jxc<~lleut improved 'farming h-nuls ca.n be bought 
at froin ilvC I.n Hevcn tlollat·K pm: acl'e, good pasture 
1::1nds at from two to Jive dollar; 11er acre. Im-

proved rarms sell now at from seven to eighteen 
dollars per acre, according to quality, improve. 
ments, and location; but all grades of land are 
advancing rapidly. The general qnalit.y of the soil 
is a black, sandy loam, varying in de1ith from two 
to ten feet, and is very productive. 

HEALTH AND MORAI.S. 

Sullivan County is as healthy if not the healthiest 
county in Missouri (physicians never grow rich in 
this county); the general intelligence and good 
morals of the citizens are not surpassed by any 
county in the United States. The pormlation of the 
county is at the present time (1880) about 17,000. 

________ , ________________________________________ _ 

TANEY COUNTY. 

'l'Un(Jy County iH botrnded on the north by Chris
tian County, 011 tile oaHt l>y Ozark Oonnty, on the 
south lly the Sta,te or Al'kn,nsas and on the west by 
stone Oount.y. 

THE l~AGE 01•' Tlil'l COUNTRY 

is very b1•oke11 and hilly, but intersperse(l with 
numerous vallcyH. 'l'hcse valleys itrc, with a few 
eiweptions, small, hut 11ro well watered by ilne 
stl'oams wlli<1h pasB through them to White River. 
Mitny :lhul farms iu·c found in tlteRe valleys in it 
high st11to of cultivation. Upln.ncl .farms arc often 
11dded (,o the valley farms, and the com!Jination of 
tho two nmke execllent homos. 

'l'imlier grows in alrnn<lance in these valleys, and 
the hills itnd uplan<ls an1 eovered with 11 heavy 
growth of excellent tiu1lier for lencing and building 
purposes. 

Jn addition to the valley farms, there are found 
uplitn(rand ridgef!lmrn. '.!.'he county in many places 
poRscsses large trnct.s ol llat land which make good 
homes and the vei·y lies\; of stock farms. 

WATTclt HUPPLY. 

'rhc streains are 11um01·011s in 'L'anoy County, and 
aff01·d a good supply of pure wtiter the year round; 
and in addition to this, there is sufficient water
powcr in these str<l!lrns to supply the demand of 
milling and 111anuf11<1t,11ring 1iurposcs for any number 
who might wish to engage in tluit business. The 
111rgest stream is White Rivet', u.nd it traverses its 
serpentine course t,!1rough the coull ty from west to 
east, itnd is well sto<1ketl with lino Jlsh of many 
different kind'" SU(\h M basR, t1·out, redhorse, pike, 
salmon, drurnb, and many others. 

0 White River receives tho water of n.ine tributaries 
from the north and seven :fi·om the south. These 
streams are formed by springs that gush out of the 
hills on either side, and cattle and other stock, 
gr!lzing in the hlrge ranges that itt·e found in '.l'aney 
County, never suffer for water .. 

THE PRODUCTS OF TlU<"J COUNTY 

are )Vheiit, corn, oats, tobacco, cotton and cane. 
The bottoms and valleys produce wheat, corn, cot· 

ton and oats. 'l'he uplands wheat, corn, rye, oats 
and tobacco. 

Yegetaliles, such as potatoes, cabbage, lettuM, 
etc., grow in ab1md11nce; aucl fruit has a natural 
home he1·e. Peaches, apples, cherries, grapes and 
pears are as iiue aB in any county, The German 
immigrnnts could in a short time amass quite a 
fortune out of tho p1·oceeds of their vineyards, as 

the climate here would he their best friend in grow· 
ing the grape to perfection. 

STOCK-RAISING. 

There is not a county in the State that offers such. 
inducements to stock.raisers as Taney. The hills 
and uplands are covered with a luxurious growth 
of flno and nutritions grass, on which the stock can 
be kept for at least nine months in the year without 
any other food. Sheep; cattle, horses, mules and 
hogs do as well here as they do in the :famous "blue 
gllass regions" o~ Central Missouri. 

THE MARKETS 

are not, as yet, of the best character, Springfield 
being the nearctit rll.ilroad point, and, of course, the 
natural market. 'rhe homo market, however, is 
very good, and everything that is raised can b.e sold 
ve1·y readily. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

Health is very good here, with the exception of 

the :\'iver bottoms, where the chills and ague prevail 
during tile lattm: 1mrt of summer and ~he early fall. 
Tho climitte is delightful in the summer,. spring, 
and antu111n. The summers are not as hot as one 
would imagine. The summer months of Michigan 
and :Pennsylvania are exceedingly moro uncom• 
fo1·table. The ·winters are not severe; the weather 
during the winter months being rather changeable. 

THE COUNTY SEAT. 

Forsyth, the county seat, is situated on Whlte 
River, just below the mouth of Swan Creek •. It has 
about three hundred inhabitants, a brick court· 
house, three large mercantile houses, a printing 
office, drug store, a school house, Masonic and 
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. Odd Fellows hall; also a good flouring mill, one
fourth of a mile north of Forsyth, on Swan Creek. 

SOCIAL, EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

Society is as good here as in any county situated 
off from railroads and great educational centers. 
School houses ar.e scattered over the county, and 
public schools are taught at least four months in 
in. the year. The·annual distribution of the State 
fund received from the superintendent of public 
schools for the support of schools, is from $1,100 to 

$1,400, besides the amollil.t received from the county 
and township funds. Tile standard of morality is 
good. The people are honest and upright in their 
dealings, all frugal and economical in their mode 
of living, and industrious and energetic. 

The United Brethren, Methodist, Christian and 
Baptist denominations have each their ministers, 
and the church houses are used in common. 

The lands are cheap and a fine choice is offered 
the immigrant. 

TEXAS COUNTY. 

Texas County, which is situated in the South 
'Central part of the State of Missouri, is abundantly 
supplied with pure springs of living water, which 
gush forth from its hillsides and rise :from the beds 
of its valleys, the surplus being carried off by its 
numerous water-courses, which Jlow north, south, 
east and west. 

The principal streams which take their rise in the 
county are: Big Piney and Roubidoux, which Jlow 
northerly into the Gasconade; Big Creek and Jaok's 
Fork of CmTent River, which Jlows in a southeast
erly direction to Blac11, River, and North Fork of 
1\'llite River, which rises in the southwestern 11art 
of the county, and Jlows i11 a southerly direction to 
White River, in Arkansas. 

SOIL AND TIMBER. 

Along the banks of these streams· and their nu· 
merous tributaries, wllich form a perfect net-work 
over the entire surface of the county, may be found 
'the deep black soil of the "bottoms," which, in 
their natural state, are generally quite heavily 
timbered with a mixed growth of walnut, sycamore, 
oak, cherry, elm, sugar maple, hackberry and buck
eye, or l1orse-cbestnut., with an abundant' under
growth of wild plum, red bud, pawpaw, spice-wood, 
crab-apple, etc. When put into cultivation, this 
makes the best of land for corn. 

Rising in terraces above the valleys, comes the 
"bench land,n Ol" H second bottoms," which have ·a 
soil of deep clay or sandy loam,' and are usually 
covered with black oak, hickory, hazel and sumach. 
These l'lnds are well adapted to general agriculture, 
but especially to the production of clover. and 
grasses of various kinds, for hay and pasturage. 

Above this, again, is found the "ridge land," 
which possesses a soil similar to that of the "bench 
lands," a11d Is particularly adapted to the produc
tion of the different kinds of "small grain," and to 
fruit culture. The timber on the ridges consists 
chiefly of the. different varieties of oak, occasionally 
interspersed with hickory, while there are also 
some fine belts of pine extending in different 
<>frections across .tlle .county. 

The largest body of pine in Texas County, ex
tends from the Big Piney, n~r Houston, in a north. 
ea.sterly directi<>n to the head. of Big Creek and 
Current River, in the eastern part of tbe county, 

and thence easW,Vard across Shannon County. 
There is a also a very good belt of Pine timber 
between Jack's l!'ork and Pine Creek, in the south· 
ern part of the county, while in the southwest, the 
county corners in the edge of a great pine region, 
which extends in a southwesterly direction through 
Howell, Douglass, and Ozark Counties· to the State 
line of Arkansas. There are steam saw-mills 
located in various parts of the county, at which 
lumber may be purchased at from seventy-five 
cents to one dollar per hundred feet, and .where 
tnose having timber may dispose of it. Fuel and 
fencing material is more than abundant, as Texas · 
is one of the best timbered counties in the State. 

STOCK RANGE. 

These broken lands which are scattered all over 
South Central Missouri, also furnish an excellent 
"stock range" for yo11ng cattle, hogs, sheep, mules 
and horses, and save the necessity of enclosed 
pasturage for the spring and summer seasons, and 
afford considerable protection from the storms of 
winter. Over these rocky ridges, and overtlie sum· 
mits of what have been laid down in our geogra" 
phies as the "Ozarkl\1ountains," which in the winter 
and early spring look sterile and . uninvitiqg, the 
grass' begins to spring up early in April, and· 
by the :first of May the hills and valleys are covered 
with a luxuriant coat of green, which envelops 
them throughout the rest of the summer, and until 
browned by the frost of autumn. The :fire usually 
sweeps off this pasture range every fall or winter, 
and thus keeps down the small undergrowth of 
weeds and bushes, which would otherwise soon run 
out the grass; it also keeps the ground so clear that 
persons may ride or drive, almost anywhere they 
wish under the large timber through the forest, 
which presents the appearance of a grand par)<, 

, laid out by the hand of Nature in endless variety of 
design. ' 

MINERALS. 

Iu hills and rocky declivities are found the indi
cations of rich· mineral deposits, which, whenever 
they shall be developed, will in·obably bring wealth 
to the lucky possessors, Lead and iron have been 
found in various places, the latter.chie:fly in.the cen.·· 
tral and norther'n parts, and t.he former iu the. swftll' 
western pa1-t of the county, in the vicinity <lt;JiliJu;Q 
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tain Grove. Silver has been found on Jacks' Fork, 
in the southern part of the county, and, no doubt, 
exists to some exte..t in other places, though 
whether in paying quantities has not yet been 
ascertained. Chalk has also been found, and there 
are indications of good zinc ore in certain localities. 

FARMING LANDS. 

It would be diffi.cult to sav just what proportion 
of the land in Texas County is adapted to agricul· 
ture, according to the general notions of farming 
lands in this section of ·the country, but suf!l.ce it to 
say that the area now in cultivation might easily be 
doubled, and probably quadrupled, from lands fully 
eqnal, in every respect, to those now in use; while 
thonsancl:s of acres more, on the hillsides and the 
heads of smaller valleys, might be obtained that 
wonld be nmch better adapted to general agricul· 
tural purposes, and more accessible, thall. much of 
the land now cultivated in the other States. 

. Licking is the oldest town in the connty, and con
! ta.ins about as large a population as Houston. It is 

situated fifteen miles northeast of Houston, on the 
""main route leading to Rolla, and in the midst ot a 
· fine level tract of country. It contains a steam grist 

mill, two tobacco factories, two frame churches, a 
new two-story frame school house,- some half· 
dozen stores, and about the same number of black· . 
smith and other work shops. 

There are several other thriving towns in the 
county, among which may be mentioned: Plato, in 
the northwest; Summerville, twenty miles southeast 
of Houston, and Mountain Grove. Many country 
stores are operated at various points, and are found 
ve1·y convenient by' the· farmer, when not desirous 
of making his purchases in town. 

MINERAL SPRINGS 

The central and sontheastern parts of the county 
possess the most broken lands; still many good· 
farms have been made in the valleys and on the 
ridges, even in the roughest parts. In the north
eastern part, in tho vicinity of J,icking, is a large 
body of comparatively level land, on which many \ 
excellent large farms have been made. · 

have recently been developed in different localities 
of the county, and enterpnsing citizens with cap1t:U 
have erected hotels and bathing establishments for 
the benefit of invalids seeking relief. 

CLIMATE. I 

The county is not subject to extreme heat, like 
;;ue lowlands along the large rivers, nor to the eold 
"ustering winds which sw~ep over the prairies of 
.il:ansas. Snow scarcely ever falls to a greater 
depth than from two to four inches, and generally 
melts within a few days. During some winters 
scarcely any snow is seen, and farmers may eon· 
tinue plowing throughout the entire season. This 
is the best time for breaking new land, and oats is 
generally sown in ll'ebruary or early in March. 

l~ast of Houston, in ~he vicinity of Raymonds· 
ville, there is a large body of beautiful level and 
fertile laud, on whi.ch some very fine farms have 
been opened out in the last ten years. 

Another 1!ne body of farming land is found in the 
southwcste1·n part of_ the county, and extending 
across the line, into Wright Connty, in the vicinity 
of Mountain Grove. 

The beat farming lands in the county, and those 
under the best state of cultivation, may be pur
chased at prices ranging from five dollars to ten 
dollars per ttei•e, and unimproved lands may be ob· 
tained at one dollar to three dollars per acre. Con
siderable quantities of government lands are still 
leftu·ntouched, in the rongherportions of the county, 
and probably some tracts have beo11 overlooked 
which contain much good farming land. 

TOWNS .AND VILLAGES. 

-Houston, the county seat of Texas, is a ftourishing 
little town of about 400 inhabitants, and is situated 
very near the geographical center of the county, on 
a small creek, called Brushey, which is a tril>utary 
of the Big Piney. The town contains a goon steam 
saw and grist mill, four general sto:res, three drug 
stores, four blacksmith shops, a plow foundry, a 
tannery, a cabinet shop, and other mechanics' 
shops, a good two-story brick court house, a 
neat little frame church, and a two-story frame 
school house. It is connected with the "outside 

., world" by a daily mail to Rolla, about fifty miles 
distant, on the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway. 

The post-office at Honston is the distributing 
offie.e for a large amount of mail, which goes out on 
diffcre11t routes to the various offices of this and the 
adjoining counties. There is a daily mail from 
Ho.nston to West Plains, the county seat of Howell 
County, and weekly, tri·weekly, or semi-wiiekly 
mails, to the county seat _of nearly all the other ad
joining. counties. On these routes post-offices are 

· established, at convenient distances, all over the 
county 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The products of this part of Missouri are probably 
as varied as those of any other seetion of the Union. 
The natural productions consist of plume, cherries, 
grapes, pawpaws; persimmons, crab-apples, huckle· 
berries, strawberries, blackl>erries, gooseber1·ies, 
and various· other kinds of small fruits, l>esides 
walnuts, hickory1mts, butternuts, lmzlenuts, acorv:., 
and a luxuriant growth of grass and timl>er. f·re
quently the1·e is a sufficient quantity of "mast," 
consisting of acorns and various kinds of nuts and 
tree seeds, to fatten nearly all of the pork of tb,e 

•county, besides wintering all of the " stock hogs," 
• With scarcely the necessity of feeding any corn, 

As before stated, the wild grass is sufficient to 
furnish pasturage for a large pa11 of the year for all 
stock which is not req11ired to be kept up for work 
and other purposes. In many .places it grows so 
rapidly that a good crop of hlJi' may be ol>taiued, 
even on the range where the stock have been 
allowed to gr.aze. This statement may at first ap
pear unreasonable, but when it is considered that 
there are twenty or thirty acres of land to every 
domestic animal on the range, it will not seem so 
strange. 

More attention has always been given to the rais
ing of cattle and hogs than to any other kind ot 
stock in this county, but there is no doubt that the 
whole of this section of the State is bett.cr adapted 
to sheep culture than anything else. Sheep, as well 
as all other kinds of stock, are healthy here, and, 
so far as they have been tried, they do remarkably 
well. Large quantities of tobaceo are rafsed and 
some cotton. 
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Fruit does well, especially on the highlands. 

.Apjjle trees grow as rapidly, and the :fruit matures 
as well. as in higher latitudes. Peaches scarcely 
ever :fail in. the vicinity o:f Licking and Mountain 
Grove, while, many seasons, they do well on the 
lower ground. Plums, pears, apricots, and other 
fruits succeed, and grapes b'TOW luxuriantly. Sev· 
era! large vineyards have been established with an 
unnual profit. 

·wheat, corn, oats, millet, clover, timothy, beans, 
peas, potatoes, and, in fact, all garden vegetables, 
are certain of producing :finely. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS .A...°"D EDUCA.TION. 

Missouri has a very good public school system, 
and her schools will comgare very favorably with 
those of many of the States Mst of the Mississippi. 
It is sometimes necessary for students to go a longer 
'distance to school than in .the older and more 
thickly settled States, hut in Texas County the Con· 
gressional townships are all divided into :from two 
to five districts each, making a total of nearly one 
hundred school districts in the county, most of 
which have at least four mouths' school per year. 
Besides public schools, there are several acade.· 
mies or graded sch~ols in the <ouhty, or near 
enough to be convenient for those who wish to con· 
tinne their education beyond what is provided by 
the public school system. 

RAILROADS • 

There are no railroads yet built within the hmits 
of Texas County, but, with the present revival of 
business, there is a strong probability of the con· 
struction o:f two 1·oads, if not more, at some time in 
the near future. There is, however, 110 difficulty in 
finding a quick market for farm produce. 

PRICE 01'' LANDS. 

The immigrant will be able to find lauds for sale 
in this county at almost any price, according to 
location and improvements. 

FIN.A...°"CIAL. 

The county finances have been excellently man 
aged, and ta.."'<:es a.re low.· · 

SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS. 

The old settlers here and most of those who come 
in :from other places, are a plain, honest, substantial 
kind of people, who dress in homespun, and are 
slow to adopt the new notions and labor-saving 
machinery introduced by their Northern neigh· 
bors. Many of them are very strict church mem· 
·bers, representing, of course, all the various shades 
of religious belief, among which the Christian 
(Campbellite), Baptist, Methodist, and Presby· 
terian denominations pre.dominate. Church socie· 
ties are organized in neal"ly every school district, 
and preachers abound everywhere, 

VERNON COUNTY.' 

Vernon County forms a portion of what is known 
as Southwest Missouri: It contains 838 square 
miles, and is bounded on the north by Ba~es County; 
on the east by Cedar and St. Clair; on the south by 
Barton, and on the west by the State of Kansas. 

PHY$ICAL CHARACTEl{. 

The whole eurface of the eonnty is rolling and 
undulating, with occasional irregular niounds rising 
above the· general level of the country. It has about' 
one-fifth timber to four-fifths prairie. The water
courses are remarkably we 11 diR trlfmted over the 
county. The liottoms of the larger streams are 
generally wide. The prairies are small, so that it is 
almost impossible for any one to locate over three 
or four miles from timber. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

The c.limate is genial., as the latitude indicates. 
The winters are mild and ,;hort, and the snow-fall 
is always light and remaining only a day or so. The 
.heat of the summers is not oppressive, as a refresh· 
ing breeze prevails. '.l'he county is noted for its gen
.eral healthfulness, as there are a!Jsolutely po. local 
eauses for disease .. 

TIMBEH S"CPPI,Y. 

Tho~e · who are muler the impression that the 
county i~ u108tly prairie, will he :.;n11n·il':lfHi at the 
large a1nount of fine_ thnher. rrhe varieties are 

burr, white, red, black, post and water oak; elm, 
sycamore, white and yellow cotton-wood, black: 
walnut, white, black, and shell-bark hickory, pecan, 
.piguut, birch, maple, wild cherry, hackben-y, linn, 
mulberry, !Jox-elder, coffee· bean, and many smaller 
varieties. The timber on the principal water· 
courses aud on some uplands is well grown and of 
excellent quality. As a rule, however, the upland 
timber is scrubby, and docs not amount to much fol:'. 
anything, save firewood. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

Immense beds of coal underlie the entire county, 
,and is now being mined extensively; the veins are 
from eighteen inches to seven feet in thickness. 
'.l'here is scarcely a se{ltiou of laud on which coal 
may not be found, in greater or lesser quantities. 
Prof. G. C. Broadhead, State Geologist, in his geo· 
logical snrvey of the State for the years 1873 and 
1874, estimated that there al·e 2,650,816,250 tons ot 
coal in the county. This enormous coal :field prom· 
ises a sure source of wealth, when competing line& 
of railroads shall bring cheap transportation within 
rettch. 

Iron ore is found in various localities, but to what 
exte11t it exists, is at present unkno>vn. Gypsum 
exists in considerable quantities, aml will be valu·· 
ahlc to.mix with such soiLs as are deticient in lime. 
Some traces of lead and carbonate of .lead .. ,Jlave. 
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been discovered. There ·is plenty of fire clay, and 
stone for lhne and hydraulic lime. 

There is an immense bed of potters' elay in Coal 
township, from which the Deerfield Pottery is sup· 
plied. It makes excellent earthenware, such as 
crocks, jugs, drain-tile, fiower vases, fruit jars, etc. 

Sandstone affords the best building material. 
'Good quarries are now .opened in various parts of 
the county. Excellent grit for gri:t:!d-stones and 
coarse whet-stones is found in abundance on Clear 
CroQk, and has already been made quite an article 
of c::qiort. Prof. Broadhead, in his Geological Ro· 
port of the county, also expresses his belief that this 
a1·tlclo alone " may in tho futu1·e . be a valuable 
source i>! revenue to the inhabitants." There are in 
aevernl localities, both grey and black marble which 
are said to be 8U8CCptib!e Of Very high polish. 

l'hero are minernl springs, fo1• which ma.ny virtues 
are ciaimed, h1 several sei;.tions of the cotmty. 

SOILS AND PRODUCTS. 

In Vernon can b<l fotmll almost ~very v11ricty of 
soil, from th<l poor sandy to the rfoh black loam and 
limestone. The strcnm bottoms, which arc wide, 
arc rich and very productive. 'J'hc soil on the 
mo'unds and along their slopes iaay be eonside1~ed 
the richest nplands. Persons fancying any par· 
tieular gmde of soil can be suited. The lightest 
sandy soil produces extrnorllinarily well when the 
seasons are suitable, but in dry years cannot be 
·der1emled upon. 

This section of the country is not as well·adapted 
to corn r1118ing ns tlul prairies of Il!lnols, or the rich 
alluvial bottoms of the larger rivers; but the lands, 
with proper cultivation, yield from fift;y to sixty 
bushels per acre. It e11u be made a paying c1·op. 
A large amount of co1·n is raised in the county 
every ye11r, some farmers raising aH high as 100,000 
bushels. In d1·y years the crou is cut short. 

This county Is well adapted to wheat; in fact, 
the culture of small gmin meets with mnch better 
success than corn. Jfor a few years past the 
chinch·bugs have made ead havoc with wheat in 
this section, but now the c.ouritry is 1ilmost entirely 
free from tllis pest, and it is a great satisfaction to 
know thlit they make their visitations only at long 
intervals. A large n1lmher of acres in this county 
are now in w11cat, and au loolting very promising. 
Wheat is generally plump and fnll,11nd of the average 
weight. Wheat growers need not be afraid to give 
Vernon a trial. 

Oats usually do well, and every farmer calculates 
on sowing more or.less. 

Barley has not been tried to any great extent, 
but what has been sown, turned out so as to justify 
the opinion that it can be made a profitable crop. 

1'obacco culture has been strang<lly neglected, for 
it doea ·extremely well, having fine growth and good 
:flavor. 

Sorghum is cultivated by almo!lt every farmer for 
home use, and maybe depended on as a crop. Veg· 
etabl~ of every . character and description are . 
grown "'bere successfully. · . · 

FRUITS. 

By ,eommon consent this portion of Missouri is an 
aeknowl13dged :iruit country. The dry atmosphere, 
coupled with the genial climate, and extraordinary 
~bsorbing or di·ying power of the wind$, and the 

essential ingredients of the soil, all unite to make 
fruit culture, in this county and sectfon, a successful 
industry. 

s·rOCK-'RAISING 

is decidedly a profitable business, and one from 
which many of the citizens derive their greatest 
income. This is ·.decidedly a grazing country. 
Thousands and thousands of acres are unfenced, 
and will be for years. This almost u11limited ra11ge 
produces· abundance of wild grnss, and furnishes 
free p11stur11ge for all. Not only this, hut a winter's 
supply of bay can always be procured at the simple 
co!t of cutt.i11g, curing and stacking. Tame grasses 
can be grown with success, but at llresent farme!'S 
can do better, they think, than attempt their growth. 
Cattle, as well as ho1'8os.· and mules, can be raised 
with very little <lxpe\irae. The winte1·s are n()t 
sufilciently rigorous·to demand shelter for them, and 
with a fair amount o.t pr1Lil'ie hny, they get iilong very 
well. According to the •tatcment of the Missouri, 
Kansas & '.l.'ex11s J.t11ill'oad atttlwrities, the shipments 
of live stock from Vemon Co"unty for the year 1879, 
amountecl to nine hundred nnd eighty-four cars; 
other modes of shipment are not included. 

Sh<lCJl husbandry. ought to prove remnnerat1ve, 
with the excellont ndvant.ngeil this connty 11ffords; 
and it is believed that this bwnch of industry is 
increasing. 

Hogs can be easily l'lli8cd on the prairies,.and are 
al\v1iy" in good demund. 

SCHOOLS. 

'.1.'he schools of Vernon Couµty are in admirable 
condition. l'he Stnte and County public school 
fund is ample, and is looked after closely. Every 
neigbborhood h11s its achoo!, and a great spirit of 
rivalry has existed in tll<l various school districts, 
in the matter of crec.ting elegant and commodious 
school !Juil!lings. In the cuunty there nre 112 school 
districts, and 108 school houses. After 11 district 
has erected 11nd paid for its school house, but little 
money has to !Je raised by t11xation, outside of the 
public funds, ·to keep the school running. .It is 
believed that nearly nil of the school houses in the 
county are paid for.. The county h11s a school fund 
of $80,000, whi<lh is gradually increa~ing. 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 

The County is provid<ltl with a ftne Court House, 
centrally situated in Nevad11, which cost sometb.tng 
like $30,000, and is paid for; also, a splendid jail 
and i·esidence for the sheriff. Several magnificent 
bl'idges of wood or iron, span the i1rincipal streams, 
on the most public crossings .. 

l~AILROADS •. 

The Missouri, ~ansas ,'I; Texas Railway is already 
in operation, running diagonally through the county, 
with depots at Schell City, Walker, Nevada, Ellis 
Station, Deerfield a11d Clayton. It does an immense 
business, 11nd brings the people of the county in 
connection with the commercial centers of ·the 
country. The L11Clede & Fort Scott Railroad ts a 
chartered projected route, which runs through the 
county, east and west, on which a ·considerable 
amount of work has already .been done. This line 
will, without doubt, be built in due course of time. 
The Lexington ,11; Southern Railroad is another pro-
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:jected line, which will run through the county, 
north and south. On this route a large amount of 
work has been done, and it will soon reach Nevada. 

PRINCIPAL TOWNS. 

The principal town in Vernon County is Nevada, 
the county seat, which has a population of 2,500. 
This town is a prosperous business point on the 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad, :incl possesses 
many social and commercial advantages. The other 
towns, all located in good farming distriots, and 
rapi<lly building up in importance, are: Schell City, 
Walker, J\Iontevello, Virgil City, Little Osage or 
Ball Town, Metz, Deerfield, Clayton, Moundville, 

Sa"ldstone, Avola, Drywood, Warwick, Duncan 
Cr ~ek, Carbon Creek and Ems Stution. 

VALUE Ol!' LAND. 

The unimproved lands can be had at from four to, 
ten dollars per acre, prices varying accorUing to 
quality and distance from railroad stations. The 
improved lands vary in price, according to the 
amount and ''value of improvements. Now is au 
excellent time to invest in real estate of every 
character. The recent pressure in :financ.ial matters 
and business energies of the country has had the 
effect to bring the price of real estate, in this, 
countv, down to the lowest possible :figures. 

WARREN COUNTY.· 

Warren County is situated on the north bank of 
the Missouri River, about sixty miles by its winding 
course from its coniluence with the Mississippi. 
The latter stream, at the mouth of the Cuivre River, 
approaches to within twenty miles of the northeast
ern corner of the county, and from thence ilows in 
a tortuous course a. little southeast; a distance of 
some forty miles, to where it joins the Missouri. 
Its area is 400 miles square. The northern portion 
of Warren County is drained by Camp Creek and 
Camp Branch (of Big Creek), Big Creek, Jndian 
Camp Creek, tributaries of the entvre River, and 
Peruque and Dardenne creeks. The southern por
tion is drained by Bear Creek, llfassees Creek, 
Smith's Creek, Tuc1ue· and Lake creeks. The waters 
of the noi·th side llow an average distance of about 
thirty miles to the Mississippi, while on the south 
side the length of 1low does not average more than 
ten mileH. The line dividing the northel'n from the 
southern water-flow traverses the county in a very 
irregular, but generally soutL:mstern course, and 
is nearly coincident throughout its whole distance 
with the line dividing the prairie lands from the 
timber lamls proper. All of the south side of the 
county, from the Missouri River to the summit of 
the dividing ridge, \Vith snutll exception, was 01~ig~ 
inally covered with forest, very dense and heavy, as 
the river was approached; becoming more sparse 
and of less thrifty growth on the ridges, where, when 
exposed to the fires that annually swept over the 
vrairies, all timber not protected by water courses 
was destroyed. The northern portion of the county, 
comprising about oue-third of its area, and about 
one-half of its tillable surface, is called the prairie, 
and is interspersed with groves and belts of timber 
along its streams, equal, almost, in extent to the 
prairie proper_ This prairie country is beautifully 
undulating, and the fringes of forest skirting the 
heads of the streams, and extending out into the 
prairie lands, now near!:;- all in cultivation, and 
dott~d with comfortable, substantial farm houses, 
contribute background to as delightful landscape 
pictures as could be dbsired. 

Nearly the whole of this northern portion of the 
county is snsceptible of cultivation. The soil of 
the prairies is. ada)!ted to corn, oats, rye an~, in 

some portions of it, wheat, grapes, sorghum, broom 
corn, and, with proper fertilizing, tobacco. The soil 
of the timber lands are recognlzed, however, as bet
ter adapted to the growth of wheat, tobacco, pota
toes, and turnips. In the creek bottoms, of which 
character there is a large area in this portion of the. 
county, all of the before named crops grow luxuri
antly. The southern side of the county furnishes 
the greatest. diversity of soil, from the summits of 
the narrow ridges to the rich, deep and inexliausti
ble alluvium of the 111issouri bottoms, aud there is an 
equal diversity of physical conformation. These. 
beautiful hills and valleys arc almost entirely sub
jected to the plow, and yield such itnnual harvests 
as makes the husbandman rejoice. The" bluff" for
mation characterizes the belt lying between the 
river bottom and the hills, stiil covered by the 
"drift;" and on the line of division are found, very 
frequently, the denuded rocks that have for ages 
past, and will for ages to come, resist the ei·osive 
forces. that were cut down ancl carried away, to form 
the iloor of future continents, all of that vast pile,. 
once lying contiguous and filling up the space, miles. 
in width, between the .opposite bluffs of the great 
river. 

TIIE MISSOURI BOTTOThI. 

This level belt of land has an average width of 
about two a-i.d a half miles, and extends the whole 
length of the county and State. .Once covered with 
forests of immense growth, it is now nearly all in 
cultivation, and produces corn in the greatest lux
uriance, and is especially adapted to the growth of' 
hemp and all other crops that :flourish in alluvial. 
soils. Wheat does well here also, but the bluff is 
regarded as the especial soil for the perfection o:f· 
this cereal. Toba'Cco flourishes on the lands near 
the river bottom, and along the , creek valleys 
adjacent. 

VALUE OF LANDS. 

The actual value of lands in Warren County 
i:anges from as low as one or two dollat-s for th& 
most' broken and poorest soils, to stventy-ttve' dol' 
Iars per acre, and perhaps even more, for the best 
located river and bluff farms. Good farms can be l>Ur
chasecl. :f@r from ten to twenty-ilve d'Olla1-s j)e:r; acre 
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in !,he Jll'ILil'ie; ttnd timber lands, susceptible of being 
1n:vle in Lo g·ood farrns, son1.cwhnt broken; but such 

aR·would he thought level enough in so1ne conn~ 

trios, ean bo !Jought at from fotlr to eight dollars 
per ucre. '1'his class of l:tnds offers real indllce
monts to pcrsoxrn of limited means, wishing to en 
gage in fai·ming at a small expense fOr beginning. 

MAitKETS. 

~~he in·oxhnil,y to markets makes farming proJlt
al>le. Sll1all fruits, poultry and eggs, vegetables, it!ld 
:ti! that dttss of produclis, which arc enhanced in 
valno by being placed on t.he nrnrkct in the freshest 
condition, cim hel'(l be produced proflta!Jly. 'rho 
facilities for reaching the Inttrkct consists in the 
l'vli!1souri I:iver, by whieh mu~,h of the grain is sent 
to St. 1,01lis from tho s011thcm portion; the Missouri 
PaciJlc, trnversiug the south b1tnf of the river the 
wh~l<l l!lngi,h of the county, aud the Wabash, St. 
J.ouls & l'Mi!lc Ituilway, runni.ng through tho north
ern portion. '.l'hc distance from "Warrenton, the 
:iounty Re<tt, through whieh the latter road runs, to 
at. J,ouis, is Jlfty-eight miles. An accommod:ttion 
train is run on this road, which leaves w·arrcnton 
in the morning and returns in the evening, by 
means of wh.ich JHlrHons lrnving lmsiness can spend 
some six hours in the dty. 

'.l'IMBEH AN]) BUILDING S'l'ONJ<.:. 

For building purposes tho county is well sup· 
J>licd with most of tho material\! requisite. Oak of 
many vai·iet.ies abounds; sycamore, cotton-wood, 
and luwkbcrry are found adjacent to the water
<Xnn·so8 In all p:irts or tho ciounty. Hidmry is founcl 
from tho highest elevation.& emwning tlw div1cling 
ridge, an<l ill the g1·<ivcs that skirt th9 prairies and 
mark th<l water-eourscs on the northern slope, to 
tho MisAnuri Itiver on the south. 'rhe suga1·-trce is 
alHo fomH1 growing luxuriantly in tho dooper 
valluys; tho whit,e and son maplo, the elm, :wd the 
birch 111·1i t1lso found in 1tlrn nil:mco ou tile !Jottom 
lands; 1tnd Ir1 this connection may Jj() mentioned tho 
osng<~ ora.nge or bois d'arc. '.Phis ti'ee is grown as 
a lwtlgo 11la111., and is rapidly ;mpcrceding the rail 
fenco, :rnttkJng n. pra.cti<~ally .indcstruotiblo fence, 

and 01rn 1vhich, when properly citrcd for, not only 
serves tho inn·pos<J' ol a pcrl'cct enclosure, but 
contributoH very grcaUy 1,o the 1iicturesqucness of 
the htndsmtpc. 'l'his tree grows thTift,ily ancl liaa 
the rnputution of being au exccUou1; timber for 
many purposes, irnd wrn, uo doubt, !JC cultivated 
for trne in 1nan11facturing, Uofore nlal'ly years. 

An· oxcellm1t qm1lity of clay for the manufacture 
of bTick, tmd good sand are found distributed 
throughorrt the county, and lime of the finest 
quality, in inexhaustible quitntity, itbounds. T,ime
stono ·furnishes excellent building rock, is easily 
quanied and accessible. 

MANUl!'ACTURING. 

'l'hero are a number of good flouring mills in the 
county, but the facilities for manufacturing and 
shipping, and the great quantity of superior wheat 
produced, especially in tho southern part, would 
justify a much greater investment of eapital in that 
industry. 'rhere is one manufaetory, now carried 

on in the county, where steam power is used; this 
is located at llfa1·thnsville, the product consisting 9f 

almost anything that ca11 he made from lumber, 
especially the hard woods; cogs for mill gett\'iug, 
and the 1mrts used for carrying the flour in bolting . 
chests, brush liiocks," etc., are among the articles 
produced. " · 

There are several wagonmaking establishments in 
which the worlr is done mostly by hand. 'l'his is 
another braneh of manufacturing that will, without 
doubt, be prollta!Jle. All of the agri<1ultuml ma
chinery is imported, although tlw native forests· 
furnish the !Jest quality of timber for the manufac
ture of it at home. It is not <ilaimed that the streams 
furnish dcsimllle water-power, but stone coul is 
abundant on tr1c line of the railroad, and is delivered 
itt a low rnte at the depots. Coal has also been dis
eoverccl in tho eouuty. 'rhe facilities for mnuufac
tnring, indeed, al"e equi•l to, and greatly exceed, 
those of many pl11ces where it is carried on exten· 
sively. Capital and enterprise, only, arc wanted. 
The market is made; the demand for the products. 
alrc!ldy exists. 

In addHion to the coal mentioned, there has been 
discovered, among the minerals, lire-clay and 
marble; and; l"ecently, indieations of lead and silvor 
ores, in tho southeastern portion of the county. 
Sandstone is also abunda11t on the southern slope, 
and in the region of the bt!lif formation. 

lWUCATIONAI,. 

The county is well supp!iccl with educational 
facilities, there lrning over ll,ixty sehool houses in 
whioh t>nlllic schools are t11ught, lJcsid<ls a C()lloge ut 
Warrenton, cond11ntcd by thtl German Methodist . 
dcnomimttion, which hns come to !Jewell recognized 
as it Jlrst·class school. 'l~w school fuuil of the Stato 
furnishes about seventy-1lvc cents per capita to· 
wards paying the tuition of I.he pupi!R. 'l'horc is 
also a c<mnl;y and townRhip Il111tl, which, when 
added to the S1;at<l fund, loavcR n dcliciency recJnir- . 
ing a tax levy of about 1!11.y cents 011 the hundred 
dollars' valuation, in order to maintain Rehools from 
four to eight mouths in the year. l'he whole amount 
of St!tte, county 11ml school taxes is less tli:.m two 
1icr cent. on 1.lie hnndrccl dollarH. '!'he county has 
a d3!Jt of only ~~.ooo, which is held for the benefit of 
the school fu.nd. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH. 

Wanen County enjoys an exemption from disease 
equal to any in the Stt1te, which, as a whole, rimks 
with any in tho Union, in he1ilthful11css. It is, 
moreover, much less exposed to storms of wind 
than ma,ny localities unprotected by forests, or in
:ftuenced !Jy other causes peculiar to their physical 
conformation. No climate <mn excel that o'f Warren 
Oounty for uniformity of tcmperatnrc, anrl, itt the 
same time, contribute that variety essential to make 
life most ,enjoyable, hy giving vigor and tone to the 
system. The.county is in tho western anrl northern 
boundaries of the belt, having n~xt to the largest 
rain-fall-fort;y inches, annually. '.l'he ave1+.ige for 
the county would be, therefore, .about thirty-eight 
inches. 
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WASHINGTON OOUNT1Y 

Washington County is locafod in Southeast Mis- I · 
souri, Jlity miles Jou th of St. Louis and forty west of I 
the Mississippi River. ·was organized, August 21, 
1813. Total area, 150,866 acres; two-thirds tillable, 
one-fourth valley and !JOttom lands; 25,000 acres of 
mineral· and 3.5,000 acres pine lands in cultivation. 
Census (1870), 38,650. 

SURFACE, CI,JMATE, AND SOIL. 

The sur!ace is broken and hilly. Climate, mild 
and healthful. The soil of the valley and bottom 
lands is a rich black loam; fine for corn and grasses. 
The uplands are a clay loam, superior :for wheat, 
grass, oats, tobacco, fruit, cte. 

The mineral lands arc not valmtble for their min· 
eral alone, but mueh of it is superior farming land, 
covered with heavy timber, and held at from five to 
thirty dollars per acre. 

STOCK-l~AISING. 

The pine lands are the shepherd;s partl.dise. 
Covered with a lnxurfant growth of natural grass, 
and abounding with nun~:rous never-failing springs 
and streams, tlwusands of cattle and sheep can be 
pastured upon them, for centuries to come, from 
eil{ht to ten months i11 the year. These lands are 
also excellent for meadows and dairy pm13oses. 
They are held at from pne to five dollars per acre. 

TIMBER. 

There are also large bodies of fine timbered lands 
(suitable for manufacturing purposes), of pine, oak, 
hickory, elm, ash, maple,•sye,amore, walnut, mul· 
berry, etc.., which can be bought for one to ten dol
l'ars per acre; convenient also to water-power and 
&hipping points. 

MINEHAI, RESOUH.CES. 

The minerals are lead, iron, zinc, tiff, elays, etc., 
which are located in all parts of the county, and 
give employment to half of the population, and 
.furnish a home market for the greater part of 
the farm product; also, for lumber, wood, char· 
coal, etc. 

THE WATER-POWER 

of this county is not surpaased by that of any other 
county. There are, within its borders, fifteen streams, 
affording water-power; also, numerous springs, 
which furnish sufficient water for ordinary milling. 
Tl1e altitnde of the county is so great (1,100 feet 
above St. Louis), that the power of these streams 
can be multiplied many times. 

THE MANUFACTURING INTERESTS 

consists of nineteen lead furnaces, twelve grist 
mills, ten saw mills, two iron :furnaces, one zinc 
furnace, one steam merchants' mill, two tanneries, 
one cheese factory' two tiff mills, and six carding 
machines, which are. all .doing a paying business, 
,with a few exceptions. 

POPULATION AND SCHOO.L l!'UND. 

(Census 1870) 11,719; children, 4,707; school fund, 
$35,68-1; nnml>cr of schools, sixty-eight-five colorcil; 
rate of taxation, fifty cents on one hundred dollars. 

IOINANCIAI,. 

The county has no debt of any kind; has $3,000 in 
the treaRury, ancl a clnhn of $22,000 against the Iron 
iifouutnii1 Railroad for hack taxes. The court 
house nnd jail are substantial brick buildings. 

• RA.U,ROADS. 

There arc twenty-four miles of r:<ilroad traversing 
the eastern border, having eight shipping points, at 
one of which were loaded mid uuloadetl 1,231 cara 
of ball;: freight in 1878. 

SOCIAL AND J~ELIGIOUS. 

One college iH located in the town of Caledonia, 
nine miles from the r:till'oad, and is Burrounded by 
an industrious and moral farming community. 
The society is gooil. '.1.1he :first.settlers were from 
Kentucky and \'irginin, and are thrifty au(! law
abiding eitizens. The county is Domocru.tic by two 
hundred majol'ity. The laws arc enforced and 
obeyed, the records will show as little crime, if not 
less, than those of any county having as large a. 
fioatiug population. Tliere are thirty churches, of 
the following denominations: Catholie, B1tptist, 
Presbyterian, l\1ethodist-North and South. 

l\'IA.ItKETS. 

St. Louis, and sometimes the Routh, affords the 
markets, but, with the exception of a few staple 
artieles, the home market is equal and often superior 
to the St. J,ouh; market. That ii; one of the strong 
points. 

l'RODUCTION. 

The products of the farm are,catUe, J10gs, mules, 
sheep, wheat, corn, oat8, hay and potatoes. Wheat 
produces ten to thirty bushels, corn, twenty to 
thirty bushels, oats, twenty"to :fifty hushels: potatoes, 
:fifty to one hundred and tlfty bnshele lier acre; 
timothy, one hundred and sixty-two and one-half 
tons, clover, two hundred and sixty-four ton~ per 
acre, varying as to eulture and season. The monied 
value of the crops per aere is greater than that of 
the rieher agricnlt.ural counties. The shipments for" 
1879, were 14,462,042 pounds lead; zinc., fifty-one cars; 
tiff, two hundred and sixty-seven cars; wheat, eighty 
cars; cattle, twenty-five hundred ]lead; mnles and 
horses, two hundred and seventy-five head; hogs, 
forty cars. 

PRICE 01!' LANDS. 

Uµimproved property is held at one to fifteen 
dollars; improved ii! :five to thirtv dollars per acre, 
according to location and improvements. 



HAND-BoOK OF MISSOURI. 263 
...• - ... - ··--·-·-------- ···--·----·---------···---·-----

WAYNE COUNTY. 

Wayne County is situated in SouthoaRt Missouri, 
and is bounded on the north by Iron a.nd Madison 
C:onutics; on the cast by Bollinger and Stoddard 
Crnm1;ics; on the south by Butler and llipley Conn· 
ties, and on the west by Carter and Iteynolds Coun-
ties. · 

ItAILROAD I•'ACILI'I'II~S. 

rrho St;. I-.iouis, Iron l\fonntain & Southern Hail .. 
W!ty p11sses through the western part of Ute count;y, 
from the nort.hern to tho southern limits, a distance 
of neai·ly fort,y miles. 

P01;Ul.ATION, J<J'.('C, 

The population in 1880, was about im1 t;housand. 
The. County was settled origim11Jy by inunigrnnts 
from Virginin, KentucJ,y, 'remrnssee u.1ul N01.·th 
Oaro!ina, lmt sin co 1860, it has received 11 l!trge 
accession to its population from tho Northei·n and 
lDastcrn St>1tcs, the British Isles aiid Europe. 

SOCIAL AND EIHJOATIONAL. 

Tho 1~t"\V8 are Ht;r.ict.ly cnforecd, tiropc,l'ty right8 
respected, and exc<1llent public sc!wols <1xiHt in 
every township in the county. 

CI.IMA'.m. 

The winter sc11son is short;, 1111d the clinmte is 
mild and salu!Jl"ious. 

STOCK~R.A.ISlNG. 

The surfa.<10 of the <1ountry is broken. '.l.'he many 
hills and mount11ins throughout the county, shelter 
from the winters' blast, wide, fertile, and heautiful 
valleys, and during the spring, summer and :mtumn, 
afford luxuriaut pasture for thousrul<lB of horses, 
cattle and sheep, 1md during the autumn and 
winter of <.mch year, thimsantls of hogs are fiittened 
and marketed from no other source than that which 
ll!tture affords ancl supplies-acorns lllld hickory 
nuts. 

son. AND PRODUCTIONS. 

The 111nrl iH chieJ!y limestone, and what is known 
in the Eastern States tis" gravelly"-iH highly pro· 
duct,ive, 1111d yields, with indifferent cultivation, 
bountiful crops of corn, wheat, (mts, rye, tobrwco, 
and the various gmsses, and 1111 kinds of fruit 
usurtlly grown il1 this 11ttitudo, stwh 11s apples, 

peaches, pears~ plun1s, cherries, grapes, etc., and 
all kinds of vegetr1bles. 

THE. PRICE OF LAND. 

Land is low, and within the reach of any man who 
is honest; and indust•rious, and the aid of a generous 
and la.rge hearted people will be extended to all who 

, ·come to this favm~ed eountry, with the purpose imd 
intention of mu.king it their home, itnd aiding, by 
their rnemrn, or lly their muscle, in the development 
of it.s vitst and varied resource~. 

MINERALS. 

Iron-l!lne Bpecul11r, brown hematite and red 
oxide-exists in the eounty in large r1uantities, and 
its manuf11ct;ure will soon develop into vast pro
portiOllH within the limits of the county. Other 
minerals !Ll"(l known to exist in tile County, but to 
what extent; has not yet been demonstrated. 

TIMBER 

is pmcticiilly inexhaustible; consisting chiefly of 
yellow pine, white oak, ash, hickory, black wrtlnut, 
imd other l;anl wood, common to the Ozark range. 

"\'{ATEI:t AND WATER-POWER 

is 111Jund11nt. Black River, a large, clear stream, 
1!ows through the westem part of the county, from 
north to south; St. Francois River, a ·:fine, clear 
stream, :!lows through the central portion of the 
coullty. These streams, with Castor River on tile 
eastern bounditry of the county, receive many large 
tributaries, which take their source in Wayne 
County, w11t;er an the· valleys, and flow into the 
several principal streams above mentioned. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITrns. 

At Piedmont, 11 thriving, prosperous town of 1,200 
inhabitants, on tlul Iron )\fountain Railway, 127 
miles south of St. r,onis, in the center of rt district 
more than 100 miles squnre, which is directly and 
necessarily trllmt11ry to it as a trnding point, is now. 
needed, tanneries, ngricu!tural implement m11nu
factories, woolen 1111d iiotton factories, harness fac
tories, shoe rind boot factories, iron furnaces, and 
other productive industries-each and all of which 
will be liberally supported and made self·sustain· 
ing by the local and foreign demand for their pro· 
ducts. 

WEBSTER COUNTY. 
Webster County org11nized in 1855, is situated in the 

southwestern part of the State, in 37° 15' north lat· 
itude, and 15° 45' west longitude from "WllRhington. 
lt is bounded on tho nort;11 by T,aclede an<l :011ll11s 
Counties, east by \Vright, sontb by C!Jristian and 
Douglass, and \vest by Grce!ie; and has an arc:-i of 
380,000 acres, i:nd 11 population of Home 15,000 inhab· 
itants. 

PHYSIOfeJ, FEATURES AND STREAMS. 

The county is partially prairie, the blll11nce we!\ 
timbered, some of it broken and hilly, but the 
greater part susceptible of cultivation. 

In the . southeastern portion of the county the 
Niangua and Osage fork of the Gasconade, :find 
their source. 'l'he streams run through. the entire 
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length of the county, from twenty to thirty feet j 
·wide, two to eight feet deep, and a current of .three • 
miles an hour. The James and Finley Rivers also j 
rise in the southeast, and traverse the entire width , 
of the county, running in a western and south- · 
w~stern direction, from twenty to forty feet wide, 
'Wlth a cun·ent of from two and a hali to three miles 
per hour. The Pomme De Terre River rises in a 
large spring in Pleasant Prairie, one mile west of 
•he county seat, runs six miles west, then north 
w.est through the county. The numerous tribn
'taries of these streams furnish an abundance of 
water for stock and manufacturing purposes, while 
·never-failing springs of purest water may be found 
·on almost every quarter section in the county. 

CLIMATE A.ND HEALTH. 

The climate is genial, as the latitude indicates. 
The winters are very mild, as compared withNorth
··ern Pennsylvania, Ohio or Indiana. The thennom~ 
eter seldom falls below zero, and cold weather lasts 
out a few days at a time. But little snow falls,· 
which remains on· the ground but a short time. 
-Thei-e is a prevalent J"ll.pression in most of the 
Northern States that tll.. weather in this part of the 
State is extremely wann in summer; certainly, 
.such is not the ease in this county. Situated, as it · 
. is, some l,50(j. eet above the sea level, on the elevated 
·talile lands of the Ozark range, the summers are 
always pleasant and the nights delightfully cool. 
The air is dry, pure and bracing, which; with the 
·purity of the water, makes the eonnty noted for its 
··remarkable healthfulness. Consumption and other 
lung complaints never originate here, and many of 

· the emigran.ts ttom the cold, damp countries farther 
north, are greatly benefited in health by the change. 

·SOIL .AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIONS. 

There can be found in this county almost every 
variet)"· of soil, from the poorest post oak :fl.at to the 
rich, black loam and limestone. The bottom liUids 
are.rich and very productive, but second to no lauds 

·'in the county is what is called the ".barrens." It is. 
upland, but co\•ered with a growth peculiar to bot
tom lands, and is equally as productive as ·the 
bottom lands. .All the products of the soil grown in 

the States :farther North. are produced here in 
abuudarce, including manx of the semi-tropieal 
productions. Tobacco, of the very finest quality, is 
·grown in larger quantities than in any county of 
·Southwest Missouri. Grasses of all kinds do well. 
Since the. county has been put in communication 
with· the. markets of the world, considerable atten
tion has been paid to wheat-raising, to which this 
soil seems peculiarly adapted. In many instances, 
seve1·al crops of winter wheat have been grown on 
the same ground with an ever increasing yield. A 
failure of the staple crops fi'Om drouth, grasshop· 
pers, or an:i:- other cause, has never been known to 

the oldest inhabitants, 
Great attention is being paid to the cultivation· of 

fruits; all kinds. do well. Apples, peaches, pears, 
che1Ties, plums and apricots grow· b.rge, have· a 
tine ilavor, and yield abundantly. Orchards of 
apples and peaches are being put out on nearly 
every fann, and those. planting, are securing the 
bfM!t improved varieties~ There are several vine
;ya.n'ls ill the county, and grape culture would· be a 

most_pro:dtable industry. 

STOCK-RllSING WOOL-GROWING, DAIRY
ING, ETC. 

No part of the United States offers greater advan• 
tages to the stock:raiser than this con;nty. The 
mild winters, the great amount of unfenced land 
which is covered with the most nutritious grasses: 
'the abundance of :fine stock-water·everywhere ac· 
cessible, the shelter of timber, all combine to make 
this the stock-raiser's paradise. Thousands of fat 

cattle are driven or shipped to market every fall 
from the range without any extra feed. In the last 
few years the character of horses, cattle, sheep and 
hogs have evinced a very marked improvement, 
owing to the introduction and importation of blooded 
stock. .Almost every fru:mer keeps a small flock of 
sheep, and it has been demonstrated that in but 
few localities• can wool be produced so cheaply as 
here. Foot-rot, scab and other diseases common to 
the older States are unknown here. 

Much attention is given to mule-raising, and large 
numbers are driven, annually, to the Southern 
markets, whe1-e they :find a ready sale at highly 
remunerative prices. Twelve hundred mules and 
horses were driven South in the fall of 1879. 

Very little attention has been given, as yet, to 
dairying; but there is every facility for making the 
business very profitable . 

TIMBER, STONE, ETC. 

T.:i.ere are very heavy growths of timber ori an th" 
i>.......om lands, consisting, principally, of ash, lindeg, 
~'lkeye, box-elder, sycamore, ·cotton-wood, elm, 
honey 11.1 ;'\St, hackberry, hie:mry, black and white 
walnut, red i..-ud, maple, mulberry, bun•, white red 
and pin oak and pawpaw; while the uplands have 
white chestnut and black oak, common and black 
hickory and dogwood. 

There is an abundance of good building stone in 
all parts of the county, tile varieties being sand
stone, limestone, and cotton-rock. There are large 
forests of pine, within a day's drive, to the south, 
which makes the supply of pine lumber abundant, 
an~ very reasonable in price. Brlclc, of good quality, 
can be made wherever needed. 

MINERALS. 

Lea.u and zinc are found in all parts of the count:. 
Prior to the war, Governor l\lcOlurg worked the 
Hazlewood Lead Mines, situated in the 13outheastern 
portion of the county, with profit, taking out large 
quantities of lead. Since the war, the· Hazlewood, 
Seligman, Trusty, Dt:wis, Lee, and other mines, 
have been worked considerably, but the price of 
mineral was so low that it did not justify putting in 
the proper machinery. All that these mines need 
is capital and skill to develop 11. bountiful source of 
wealth. 

'RAILROADS' 

The St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad passes 
through the county, from east to west, some twenty
:fl."6 miles of the road being i». the county. The 
money has already been rais,ed to pay for a survey 
through the county, from north to south, of the 
Sedalia, Warsaw & Memphis Rallroad. It is pro 
posed that this road shall enter the county on the 
north center, an(! run 1'Quth, crossing the St. Louis 
& San Francisco Railroad at Marshfield, the county 
seat. 

•. 
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PRICI" O~' LANDS. 

There·are about 250,000 acres of land entered nnd 
subject tci taxation. Improved lands can be bought 
a1; from ·five to twenty dollars per acre. There arc 
some 78,000 acres of railroad land, which can be pur
chased on seven years' time, ttt from two to eight 
dollnr.'.1 :per acre, with seven per cent. interest. 
'1.'herc are 18,000 acres of school lands, wh.ich can be 
bought from the connty at from fifty ecnts to one 
dollar nn<l tifLy eents per 11ci·e-onc·third 0£ pur
chaKe nwuey cash, the balance on as Jong time as 
t,h'c pumh:tKO.r desires, provided the interest is paid 
annuully. '.rhere 11re alw H,OOO'acres of college land, 
offerod u.t from two to tivc dollt1rs per acre, on eight 
ye11rs time, with s~x per cent. inLereHt. St.ill, 20,000 
acres of Government hlnrl here are suhjcct to entry, 
nt ouo dollar 111Hl twenty-five cents per acre, or 
which m!ly i.Je homcHL<laderl. 

IWUCA'r!ONAL 1fACILlTIES. 

Marked attention is being given to tho cause of 
drwat,ion. AMor1liag to tile 111st report, there 

4-ore 4,:l50 children, IH:twMn the 11ges of six and 
twent.y. '.L'herc al'C si.xty-livc Rchool districts, with 
sovent;y te1tchcrs employed, in tho free schools, at 
nn average su.Ht1·y of thirt.y dolla.rH per m.onth. The 
se.hoo1:-i n.ro nutintnined in every dit;tricl; fronl four 
to eight mont.hs in tlrn ;;ear, and, us tho county lrns 
a 1!1rgo pornument sr1hool fttud, in addition to the 
amount dmwn from the State, uoarly 1111 o·f thu 
schools can be maintainod for Hix months at 11 Iocal 
tax of tln·co millK. 

'£OWNS. 

. M:ll!'Hhllcld, the county scat, on tho Rt. Louis & San 
FrimniHco ltailwny, iH two hundred and seventeen 
milcH from Ht. Lotti•. 'r11iH town, with a population 
of I ,:.!00, iH lom1ted on tho summit of the Oiark 
rnnge, aH eligible and bct1utiful 11 site !tA uny in l\.Iis
som·i. Boing in the curve of the railroad, it controls 
much of U1e triulo of tho countios northcast and south 
o! il, 1t11<l ltA streets are usually Jlllc<l with wagons, 
lou<lod with produce, from these different points. 
IL hits three churches, two m1wspapers, two steam 
wheat elevators, a steam flouring and saw mill, 
wool citnling m.u.chine, one bttuk, an ex.tensive pork
packing 'hou~e, on<:1 tobacco mant1factory, one 
wagon fllr:t;ory, Jive d1:Y goods storeH, seven grocery 
stores, two lumhqr yardH, two millincl!!j; stores, fonr 
dmg Rtores, two markets, two hardware stores, one 
sn<l<lle n.nd harness sl1op, one grauge store, one hoot 
and shou shop, tw'b cmbinet: makers, one marble 
y1u·•l, nu() rm•niturc store, one music store, two 
wagon Hh;>Jl~, Jive hlaclrnmit.lt shop?, Jive hotels, two 
\'08 tllUrllll ts. 

'l'hc H<:lwol house in Mnrshfield is a fine brick edi· 
Jlcn, built in th" Jines!, Htylc of ai·chitccturc, with all 
modem improvements. It cost $:JO,OOO, one-third of 
which is already liquitlaLc<l. Among other sl1ip-

ments from this town the past year, may be given 
the following: 7",000 lmshels wheat; fifty-one cars 
fut catLlle; forty· eight cars hogs; twenty-seven cars 
sheep; 20,000 ponnds wool; sixteen cars zinc ore; 
seyen hundred and seventy-one bales cotton, aud 
one hundred.and seventy-three pigs o.I' lead. About 
300,000 pounds of tobacco were shipped from this 
point in 1878, and 2,HOO hogs were packed at the pork
packing house. 

l\farigma, a flourishing little town, on the railroad, 
eight miles e:ist of llfarshJield, connnands a large 
trade, and is an important shipping point. 

\Valdo, situated twelve miles southeast of llfarsh
fielrl, is located in one of the wealthiest and most 
prodn<1tive portions of the county. '.l'bey have a 
Jlne graded school, with m1 able corps of professors. 

Henderson is a growing town, eighteen miles 
southeast of Marshfield. '1'herc a1·0 several stores, 
a steam mill, and a tlourishing acaclcmy, erected 
in the past year, with three pi:ofessors and upward 
of one 111111dr<Jd students. 

lNDJ<3BTEDNESS AND TAXATION. 

'J:he tot11l indel>ted1rnss of the county, inc;uding 
J)()nds, county warrants, and Jloating debts of all 
kinds, is only $22,000. The rntc of taxation Jlxed 
for all county purposes is five mills. J<'or liquidating 
past indc!Jtedn<lss three mills. 'l'his, with the rate 
1lxed by the State (four mills), makes a tot11l tt1xa
tion of twelve mills for al.I pnrposes except school. 
When the very low rate at which property is 
assessed is taken into considm·ation, it will he seen 
at a glance that the taxes t;tre very light. ~'he total. 
valuation of real and personal property is $2,0H,562 • 
Tho county has a large, tasty and substanti!tllybuilt.. 
court house, with convenient and comfortable. 
oiUces for (lOtmty officiials, all of 1;hem having lire· 
proof vaults, which has been erected at a cost of 
about $20,000, :1 hrick jail costing $8,000, so that there 
will I.Jc no tax:ttion necessary ior county buildings 
for yeal's to come. 

SOCIAL CHAI~AOTJ<;1USTICS O:P THE PEOPLE. 

l'u!Jlic sentiment has been fully educated up to
the most rigid enforcement of all laws in relation 
to the Hale of intoxicating liquors., so much so that 
there is not an estnl>lishmen~ of any kind liMnsed 
to sell liquor in the county; as a conscquonee, the: 
n.rnagre showing on tho criminal <locket proves that. 
the laws are seldom violated. 

The residents of the county are ii liberal, hospit-, 
able pu!Jlir1-spirited people. ~'hey arc fully alive. 
to the importanco of securing an indnstriouR, cn
e-1.·gctir,, and n10ral population to imm1grate and. 
locate in their n1idnt~ rri~~vy p.:;:-vffGt· tv «.!1 finch. a. 
mild, genial, healthy climate, a rich soil, a com
fortable, hnppy home, and a most cordial welcome,. 
assuring them they will never regret having cast: 
their lot in this county. 
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WORTH COUNTY. 

In the extent of its area ·worth is the smallest 
county in the State, containing only 174,720 acres. 
It is not, however, the smallest in point of popula
tion and wealth. Of the 114 counties in the State 
some thirty have a smaller number of inhabitants 
and less intrinsic worth than little Worth. But the 
primary object of this article is briefly and accurately 
to describe the advantages and resources of the 
county; hence comparisons are for the present laid 
aside. · 

TOPOGRAPHY- SOIL. 

Worth County lies sb:ty miles east of the Mis
souri River, in what is known as the :famous Upper 
Grand River Valley. Its altitude is 1,000 feet above 
the tides, and is embraced in one of the finest corn 
and grazing regions west of the Mississippi. The 
county is well watered from small rivers :flowing 
southward thr9ugh it, besides their numerous tribu
taries. The water courses are generally deep set 
and rapid, "·hich gives ample drainage. T.he 
streams are well wooded with oak, hickory, ash, 
elm, walnut, cotton-wood and maple, giving an ad
mirable distribution of timber to each and evezy. 
portion of the county. The distribuJ;ion of timber 
and prairi.e land is ex:cellently adapted to tbe neces
sities of the people for years to come. The soil is 
of a rich, dark, vegetable loam on the prairies, 
while in the valleys and bottoms it is black allu
vium. The sub-soil is porous and quickly absorbs 
moisj;ure, and is almost proof against drouth. ~'his 

is a superior advantage which this section of coun
try justly claims. 

AGRICULTURA.L RESOURCES. 

Ab a farming country Worth has no superior. 
Winter and spring wheat do well here, yielding 
from fifteen to thirty bushels to the acre, according 
to season. and culture. Corn is the great staple, 
growing from forty to one hundred bushels per 
acre. Oats, rye, barley, Jla:x:-seed, millet, broom 
corn, sorghum, etc., grow in great profusion. The 
soil seems to be especially adapted to the growth 
of these productions- Fruit of every description 
grows here almost spontaneously; grapes especially 
are·at homo in this climate_ Native grasses :flourish 
here in the!r beauty, covering the prairies ·with their 
rich verdure. Of the domestic grasses, blue gritss 
is in the lead, and is fast fighting its way to the 
front. Red clover and timothy attain a wonderful 
growth. 

HERDS AND FLOCKS. 

.As·a stock country, Worth county is unsurpassed, 
containing the elements necessary to insure a eom· 
plete success in that branch of agricultural industry. 
But with wild lands at from $4 to ~per acre, cheap 
eorn, nine months grazing on the rich grasses of 
the prairies and bottoms, it is not at all surprising 
that cattle, aheep,.and swine raisers :flourish here 
almost beyond precedent_ Unlike in many of the 
counties in the State, the farmers of Worth are 
µaying much attention to the better grades of 

anilnals oi e\'"ery description. Fine, 'vell-JJred 
draught nnd road horses, standard 1nulcs, high 
grade short-horns, splendid types of Berkshire and 
Poland China hogB are the rule here. 

SOCIAL AND EDUCATWNAL. 

Of the ten thousand inhabitants of the county 
not less than eighty-five per cent. of them hail from 
the old Free States, and represe11t the fall average 
of intelligence, culture and enterprise of the coun
try from which they came. This is attested to by 
the many neat cottage school houses, and the bean· 
tiful church buildings which arc <lotted over the 
prairies in all uirections. It iB further Mtested to 
by the fact that the county has a permanent sohool 

. fund of some thirty thousand dollars, which is being 
constantly augmented by public tines and forfeit-
ures. The people vote tit:x:es for school purposes as 
freely as if intelligonc;i and moral culture were tho 
only objects of life. The people are deeply inter
ested in educational affitirs, and school matters 
receive attention comm!lllsurate with. their import
ance. To the lasting credit of the people, be it said, 
that there has been no licensed saloon in Uie county 
within the last five years. Law, order and temper
ance are the cardinal Yirtucs of the people of 'Vorth 
County. 

COUNTY FINANCES. 

The financial condition of tho county Is second to 
none. It has not a cent of Jloating indebtedness, while 
tile bonded debt is merely nominal, lJcing only $4,000, 
due in 18S.j,, with a 1'1rge surplus Jn the treiisury; 
county and school warrants have been at par for the 
last :five years. Is not this a beautiful l'icture ta look 
upon, when compared with some of tile other less 
fortunate counties of the State? \Vhile many of 
them iu·e groaning under ·the burdens of debt and 
consequent e:x:cessiv.e ta..-.:ation, 'North County. is 
comparatively free and happy with her annual tax 
of only nine mills on the dollar for all purposes, 
e:x:ceptfog schools. No railroad debt hangs over the 
people - the( never having voted a cent to any cor
poration whatsoever. :Financially, 'IV orth is one of 
the best managed counties in the State. 

RAILWAYS. 

The rail way facilities of the conn ti' will shortly be 
unsurpassed by any north of the Missouri Hiver. 
The Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Road runs con
veniently on the east; the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy, and the Kansas City, St. J·oseph & Council 
Bluffs Roads form a tenninus itt Hopkins on the 
west, distant only twelve miles from the western 
boundary line of the county. Only twenty-two 
miles, south, runs the great through line of the 
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific. The J~eo:a, Mount.Ayr, 
& Southwestern Road, from Mount Ayr, Iowa, to 
Grant City, the county seat of \Varth, was i·ecently 
completed, and will soon reach St. Joseph. It is a 
branch of the great railway system of the Chicago, 
Burlington & Quincy Company, and is designed to 
conneetwith the Santa Fe Road either at St. Joseph 



HAND:..BooK OF M1ssouRr. 267 

or .Atchison. After the extension of this branch to 
a connection with the Santa Fe Road, it will J;e the 
great through line for freights between Chicago and 
the southwest, tllus giving Worth County both a· 
}lorthern and a southern market. :Moreover, it will 
malrn healthy competition lietween the east and west 
roads. On the south is St. Louis 'vith her wealth, 
while on the north is Chicago with h~r enterprise. 

·Both cities lrnvc fine railway systems, and the 
business rivalry between them, will have a bene-
ficial effect on both markets and freight rat.es. No 
county is more favorably situated to reap the ad
vantages growing out of strnh a combination of 
circumstances than Worth. Though little Worth is 
only in 1the in:fa1H1y of her dcvelopmettts, her future 
ie indeed 11attering to contemplate .. 

TO THJ<i IMMIGRANT. 

'.l.'o the immigr:mt in search of a comfortable 
home, Worth Oount;y offers inducements rarely 

met with in the great Mississippi valley. Lands are 
cheap, and can he purchased upon easy terms. 
Taxes are uniformly low, and al·e always applied to 
the legitimate demands of the county. No indebt
edness hangs over the people, threatening to eat 
out their substance in ta:\.'ation. 

Schools and churches abound in e\•ery neighbor· 
hood. Stock range, water and timber in abun
dance, and of the best qualitv. Railroad facilities 
excellent. }'irst-chtss fruit and grain-growing 
climate, with a soil that needs only be ticked with 
the implenients of husbandry to make it yield the 
richest harvests. Soeicty e:rnellent. No aristocracy 
exists here, to distingui•h between the rich and the 
poor. No scctioiialism nnd proscription is enter
tained here, as the outgrowth of the late w1ir. 

A more hospitable, happy, and prosperous people, 

than those residing in Worth Oounty, wonld, indeed, 

be ha.rel to Jlnd. 

WRIGHT COUNTY. 

Wright County lies wholly within that belt of 
country called Southwest Missouri. Its north 
bou~dary is exactly at 87" 3" north latitude, and the 
county court house Is located nearly at !12° 30" 

longitudo, west, from Greenwich. 

JrACJ" OF THE COUNTltY. 

It is generally known by tllose who are nt· all 
versed in the physical geography of the State, that 
its surface lnay he described as a broad, undulating 
plateau, from which Jirojects a series of hills and 
ridges, oxtonding from Ste. Genevieve to the south· 
west, ttnd into "\Vhieh the branches, oreuks, ttncl 
J·ivors, have woru thoh- deep, Jn·oad channels and 
valleys. Besides the local undulations of this vilSt 
plitteitu, some portions of it are much higher than 
othcrH, as <ividenccd by the c~ourse of the streams. 

Tho highest iii1rt of the State, south of the Mis· 
souri Hivor, is a high divide, extending from Greene 
Oounty, through '\V'e!Jster, '\Vright, Texas, Dent, 
Iron and St. l<'rancois counties. The western part of 
this region-including Webster, '\Vright, Texas and 
Dent-is a broad tal;le-lancl, possessing numerous 
undnlations, which give the conutTy its rolling char· 
acter, and numerous valleys and ravines, which ren· 
c1cr it more or less rough and 1lroken. These valleys, 
worn by tho streams, constitute an impo1·tant feat
ure in 1,hc physical structure o:r this region, as they 
exe1't 11 very mtttcrial inJluence on the climate, al'ld 
give many acres of the richest bottom lands. · 

Along the l!1rger water-courses o:f; this connty, 
the sudace ot the <)ountry, on one or the other side 
of the stream, is much broken hy abrupt hills, 
rising i11 some instances to a considerable height 
11bovc the general level; but, away from ·these 
streams, the surface is but moderately broken. 

OHA.RACTER OE' LANDS. 

'1'11c liinds of the county, fit for cultivation, may 
he divided into three general classea, viz: Allnvial 
bottoms, valley lands, and ridge lands. Lands of 

the Jlrst class named are, of '?Ourse, found along 

the larger water-courses; and are more productive 
of certain crops than those of either of the other 
classes. Being, as they are, analogous to the rich 
hottom lanclR of other sections, and at the same 
time so univerRally known as to qualit.y, their de
scription is by i10 means demanded. Lands of the 
·second class are found between parallel ridges, and 
they universally eoncentre on tho laro;Qr water
courses, like the limbs of a tree on the trunk. These 
lands, in their nature, differ !mt Uttle from those of 
the Jlrst class. '!'hey are generally a little thinner 
of loam, and uot. so deep in soil. Land A of the, 
third class occt)py the heights of ridges walling the 
valleys. 'fhcy are, so to speak, small tallle-lan<ls, 
and differ from 1.hc lands oi either of the other 
<1lasses, in that they have purely elayc~; founda· 
ions, and possess, cbmparatively, an inappreCi
able quantity of the l)tttural marl, or fertilizing 
element, so abundantly given to those others, espe· 
cially to the first. Among the citiaens of the Mtmty 
occupying these different, classes of lands, r()spect
ively, it is 1111 open question :is to which of the three 
is the most v1tluable, all in all, f1lr agi:icmltural pur· 
poses. 

Of the 494,000 acres comprising the area of the 
county, 300,000 are estimated as fit for agricultural 
purposes, if not a greater proportion. These 300,• 
000 acres are, as nearly as ca11 be estimated, d,istrib· 
uted among the three classes of lands a!Jon; men· 
tioned, in the ratio of five acres of bottom lands to 
ten· and fifteen acres of valley and ridge lands, 
respectively. Of this area, ai.Jout 95,000 acres (a 

little ·less than one-third of the vrhow) are at this 
time iu cultivation-so that within the limits of this 
county, a i1opulation of more than three times. the 
present nmnber may I.Jc supported from agricultu· 
ral J.lUl'SUits alone, even under the very inferior 
system of tillage now prevailing among a consider· 
able majority of the farmers. 

'.l'hc 194,000 acres not included in the above esti. 
mate, consist chiefly of land too rocky and nneven 
for cnltivation. They snbserve a very good lmrpose 
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in the general economy of the country. At present 
a considerabie portion of the people are producers 
of "hog and hon1i11y" alone, and have not, of 
course, gi·rnn the least attention to the raising of 
tame grasses; hence tha service of these lands as 
pasture for horses, cattle, etc., which roam at will 
over the country, subsisting and gro"ring fat in 
summer npou wild grasses, which they so abun
d:.wtly produce. These lands, during seven months 
in the year, are covered with a profusion of wild 
grass seldom seen in other pl:tces, which furnishes 
excellent pasturage to "out" stock. Much of this 
land also furnishes excellent timber for outCbuild
ings and fencing. 

CROPS. 

The crops of the county consists mainly of corn, 
wheat, oats and rye, with a sprinkling of grasses 
and tobacco. Of course, the people raise vege
tables-such as potatoes, cabbages and garden 
celery-suJlicient ior home consumption; but never 
beyond this, from the fact their production does not 
pay. And it is surprising that they raise even corn 
beyond this extent, for there is no product of the 
soil less remunerath·e, when grown by all of the 
farmers, than the proverbial " nubbins" of these 
fields. Enough of this cereal, and nothing more, 
Ccltimted on lands partiCtllarly adapted to its 
gro',Yth, would pro.-c remnnerative to those who hold 
such lunds; lmt, cultivated as it'is by everybody, it 
oftentimes-especially when the seasons are most 
favoruble-ber.omes a "penny product encumbererl 
with a pound's expense." 

That the lands inay be made profitable, it is just 
as neceesary that each particular kind of soil be 
used ior the production of the article to which 
naturo has adapted it, us that man should take to 
hls particular calling, in order to best promote the 
interests of the community in which he lives. 
Hence it is, that, by a constant oversight of the 
farmers as regards the fitness of the soils, the county 
is so backward in tho development of its agricultnral · 
resourC~s~ 

The prodnction of wheat in the county is insig
nific:mt in comparison with what the best farmers 
would lrn,·e it. Fully two-thirds of the· cultivatec1 
acreage is ve1-y well adapted to the raising of this 
grain; and if about one-half of this two-thirds was 
annually sown in wheat, the financial conc1ition of 
the farmers· would be materially improved. How
ever low the price, wheat always·finds a ready sale 
in the market, and is marketable jnst at a time 
when the fam1ers are mostly in need of money. 
This consi1leration has, of late years, induced 
farmers to sow more extensively of this grain; and, 
doubtless, before the lapse of a very peat number of 
years, the county will become a wheat-growing 
section in a moderate meaning of the phrase. 

Although rye is not extensively grown in this 
county, yet it is a product, to the growth of which 
every acre of the valley and .. uplands is admirably 
su.ited .. Sow it anywhere on these lands, and it will 
grow and mature well, let the season be ever so un
favorable to the growth and development of other 
crops. ln this country, it is a never-failing crop. 

As food for stock of all kinds, this grain is excelled 
by hut few others. For ~,atUe, especially, it is un
surpassed. They relish it, eat it with greediness, 
and grow fat on it. 

----··-·~--~-··----·-----

Oats are not raised beyond what is barely sufficient 
for home consumption, becaust> it is by no means a 

. profitable crop. 
Of tobacco, the farmers r[tise but little, owing, 

partly to the fact, that, but few of them know how to 
handle it, and, moreover, because of their aversion 
to the tedionsness incident to its cultivation, and 
subsequent ltandling. There arc in the county a 
few farmers httiliugirom Kentucky~ who have given 
some attention to this crop, and have been amply 
rewarded in the production of an excellent article, 
:tnd a bountiful yield. Mu.ny acres of uplands are 
peculiurly adapted to the production of this crop, 
and in the hands of energetic men, who ki~ow how 
to grow it, might be made as remunerative aa the 
most fertile valleys. 

The most valuable crop of the county, so far as it 
is produced, is.the grass crop. 

Ahou t one half of the valley and upland acre11ge is 
peculiarly adapted to the raising of grasses, timothy, 
red top,. blue grass and clover; and could every 
farmer of the county who owns lands, suited to 
their production, be induced to sowlargelyofthem, 
and feed the product to cattle, mules and sheep, 
the county would, in a few years, rank among the 
wealthiest oi Southwest Missouri. Grass should be 
the product of this section. 

The average yield of crops per acre is, under orcU
narily favorable circumstances, about as follows: 
Qo'rn, 45 bushels; wJJ'eat, 18 bushels; oats,3f> lrnsJ!ClB; 
rye} 30 bushels; tin1othy, 2 tons; red top, 1 1 ~2 tonB; 
tobacco, 1,200 pounds; irish potatoes, 200 bushels; 
sweet potatoes, 150 bushels; buckwheitt, 25 bushels; 
sorghun1, large. 

Turnips and other root cropo grow Ilne, and yield 
largely, as also do pumpkins, mellons, beans, pea>:, 
and other vegetables. 

FRUITS. 

This. co-unty, indeed, the whole ·of Southwest 
Missouri, is emphatically· a land where frnits of 
many kinds may be abundantly produced. The 
physical condition of this section is }Jcculiarly 
favorable to the production of frnits. The dryness 
of the atmosphere, the chemical properties of the 
soil, tmd the thermometric condition of the seasons, 
all conspire to in·odnce just snch fruits as n.re most 
wholesome and nutritious. Owing to the great 
altitude of this section, the never-ceasing winds 
possess an extraordinary absorbing, or drying 
power, ever producing free evaporation, anc1 sweep
ing away the moisture from the atmosphere. '.rhe 
soil possesses those ingredients which give fruit 
trees strength and vigor. Prevailing in the subsoil, 
are the oxides of iron, which act as tonies and 
stimulants to the ligneous :fibre, just as the m!)dicinal 
preparations of iron give tone and vigor to the 
muscular fibres of the -human system. In the sur· 
face soil, is found potash; developed by the natural 
chemical action of heat, air and light upon the 
accumulation, for hundreds of years past, of ashes 
from· the burning woods, which gives a healthy 
development to the eorticle portions of the trees, 
and along with. these advantages is possessed the 
proper amount of summer heat in the latter stages 
of maturity to enable the fruit to make full and 
proper development. 

The frnits most abnndantly raised here are the 
apple, the peach and the plum. In no section in the 
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S!Lme latitude do apples grow better than they do 
here, iLnd their fine, rich, crisp flavor cannot be 
excelled. 'rhcy nre comparatively free of specks, 
and pPeservo rcmnrkitbly well; l>esides, they are 
almost never-failing. During the past thirty years, 
no't a sint.(lo entire failure of the apple crop has 
taken plttl\c, and only two oi· Lhrce indifferent crops 
have occnrrc<l in tho same period of tim<l. '\Vith 
!mt liLtlc care, the horcr, so destructive to trees in 
some locfllit.ies, i8 con1varativelv harmless here. 
Apple trees in this sect.ion when properly cultivated, 
grow rnpl!lJy and vigDrously, anll l>ear uncommonly 
early. In n few instanceti, trees huve 'been known 
to hear at aH early ago nR four yearH. 

l'oa<:hcs do well hm·e, nnd the better va'rioties 
gTo\v to tL very large i.;izc, ~u1tl are of a most excel~ 
Ieut and deli<1ious Jla\'<H'. Tho trees grow very 
rapidly, a11d, :ts :1 gm1tn·al thing, hem very early. 

'.l'hc plum troc is inrligonouH to this country, nnd 
IH found growin;; yigoronsly :uul bellring ILbnndantly 
in all t;ho valleys not in m11Livation, 'fho tnme 
varieties !Lre plnnted to some extent., :Lnd do ro
marlrnbly well, scarcely ever foiling to l.>oar an 
ahtrndancc of fruit. 

'.l'ho smaller fruits, Atrnh aR strnwlJorries, rasp
herrim.; hlacklJcrrit~!ol, g-ooHcbc.rries and grapes, gr.ow 
l!ilrl in great alrnnrlancc. 'J'ho wild grapes grow 
',ArrUty arnl nro very prolitlc. Jndging frorn the 
ditforenco of both J:ruiL an<l folinge, U1erc arc nt 
loaRt a dozen vnricth1A in the com\1,y. All varieties 
ol eulUvate<l grapes dn w<1ll in this soil, IL11<1 n num
ber of Hl!ULJI vinoytLl'<lH ILl'<J in cultiYntlrrn hero, from 
a few of which Home cxccllcut wine bus hetin pro
U.1<•orl. 

'l'lto interoHt mitnifoAted of lnte ycnrs in tho grow
ing- of .f1·u,iLH iH <11rnon1•aging, Ho nu1ch so, intlce<.l, that 
tlln t.imo is c•,'oming when fruit.H will form no incon· 
sitl<wnbl<? portion 0£ f.ho y(mrly vro<lllcts. 

HTOCK-JtAJSINH. 

If t,lliH section of the Stnte merhs nllUHtml prnise 
for ii;H nd11pta1Jilit.y to any Hingle industry, it iH to 
stock r:1ising. In no AO<Jtion of the Uniterl States, 
SIL\'(\ in Romo portions of TcxnA, nnd in some of 
the r~10utlnvestern tcrritol'ics, whore 'vild grass is 
ttlmndm1t the ycm·ronnd, enn Ht.ot\k be more chc:1ply 
raiHed than in thiH; and oven in those sections, the . 
bett.cr grades of Ht.<rnk, requiring, ns they do, food 
from e;1ltivated. lmt<ls, cannot be as successfully 
'raised !Ls here. 

'.l'ho c.omJJination of advantages for stock-raising 
in this county is, flrst-'l'ho honlthfnluess of the 
climate. Diseases common in many other sections 
to sev,wuJ kinds of stock, }11Lrticnlarly horses, cattle, 
and sheep, are S(1arnely known hero. Second-The 
greatest abundance of stock-water, not snch as is 
found in the dirty and stagnant ponds and tanks of 
dry prniries, !mt pure, fresh water. 'l'hird-Wild 
grass grows in prof\1s10n on the hills and upland 
fiats, and in the valleys. It comes very early, and 
does not entirely dry np or spoil by frosts of winter 
until very late-so that out-stock have abundant 
lHiRtnrage, free of cost to owners, for at least seven 
and a half months of each year. Besides, growing . 
in the bottoms, nre vines and small grass, upon 
which stock may graze during winter when the snr· 
face is clear of snow-thus obviating the necessity 
of heavy feeding during no inconsiderable portion 
of that season. Fourth-The winters are seldom 

inclement enougl1 to materially lesson• the vital 
energy of animals that are well fed and otherwise 
properly cared for. These advantages are becom· 
ing so apparent, that several of the most energetic 
farmers are engnging rather extensively in the stock 
business, realizing the fact that raising stock will 
pay !Jetter in th.is conntl'y thnn any other bnsiness. 

The kinds of stock princip1Ll1y raised in this 
county nre, as in most of the counties of Southwest 
.l\ilissouri, horses, mules, cattle, sheep, and b.ugs, 
the tendency being decidedly in favor of the three 
last mentioned, as being the most profltab)e that 
cn.u be raised under the surrounding circumstances. 
'r!Jere is It growing feeling in favor of impol'ted 
breeds. Dtuing the past year, a ntimber of Jlne 
cattle and sheep, occupying a place in the hertl
book, hiwe lJecn bronght to the county fl'om Ken
tticky; :Lnd, judging from the signs of the times, it 
ls safe to predict that, dming tho present year, the 
amount of good cat.tie anrl sheep will be more than 
donblc<l. Of the vnrieties of improved cattle, the 
red, short-horn Durhams, ai·e taking the lead; and, 
in the li1rn of sheep, the Q()tswolds, the Leicesters, 
aud the Southdowns, are rdl meeting wit;h favor. To 
the ritising of good hogs, tho farmers generally 1tre 
giving much attention. Within the past few years, 
almost every farmer has made t;lrn improvement of 
his hogs a m1Lin objeM; and hence it is that, 
wheretLs, bnt n fclw yeal's ago, good hogs were the 
exceptinn, to-tiny had hogs 1u·e U1e exception 

• 'fAXABLI•; WEAioTEI. 

'rhe following is 1m aggregate nbstraet ol the tax
able property of this county nnd its valtrntion on the 
first day of A ugnst, 1870, !LS shown lJy the assessor's 
book for tile ycnr 1880; 

RIC.A.l~ EB'.l1A'.r1c. 

Acres 011 book ............. 27:l,805 
•rown lots on book........ 118 

Total. .................. . 

PICHSONAJ. l'ROPnRTY. 

Hors<~B-1.. ... . .. ... . . . . . . . ... . 3i3HR 
Mnlcs...................... 875 
AsAOH and jennets......... 45 
Nent cattle................ 8,631 
Sheep ....................... 12,:!00 
Hogs ...................... _ 21,525 
Other live stock........... 12 
Moneys and noteH ........ . 
Other personalty ........ .. 

Total ................... . 

Aggregate ..•••.•.•••••.. 

V11lued at 
~i3:l,2-ili 

Ul,33li 

~752,581 

Valnecl at. 
~101,244 

26,054 
1,717 

G6,G81l 
lH,943 
20,077 

19 
51,381 
96,177 

$377,288 
752,581 

$1,120,869 

Au analysis of these figures, shows the following 
average of values per unit; J,!1nd, $2.67; horses, $29; 
mules, $30; cattle, $7.73; sheep, $1.12; bogs, ninety
four cents. 

To the unit value of lnnd add one-half; to those 
of horses and mules, three-fourths; double those 
of cattle, sheep and hogs, and these are their average 
selling prices. 

TIMBER SUPPLY. 

The principal timlJer trees of this county are the 
oak and walnut. Of the oak, there is almost every 
variety known in this State, and it is found in abur.-



270 HAND-BooK OF Mu;souRI. 

-------------------------
dance antl of tine size and quality all over the 
eounty-post oak, white oak and black oak on the 
bills and fiats, and pin oak, burr oak and water oak 
in the valleys and !Jottoms. The walnut is also 
large and fine, !Jut does not cover so much of the 
tenito1-y. The county aiso a!Jounds in ash, mul
berry, hickory, white maple, white and red elm, 
wild cherry, sycan1ore, persimmon, iron~wood, dog· 
wood, red bud and pawpaw; and, to a more limited 
extent, may be found hackberry, birch, locust, sas
safras, willow, box-wood and cedar. 

The oak trees, in times past, were used exten
sively in the erection of ca!Jins in which to live, 
but fatterly they are mainly used in the construc
tion of out-buildings and fences. .<1-t this day and 
time the well- to-do farmers, merchants, etc., mostly 
use pine lumber in the construction of their dwell
ings, it heing purchasable in any quantity and at 
remarkably low rates just south and east, in the ad
jacent counties-Douglas and Texas. 

ROCK ON FARMS. 
The great abundance of rock in this county is one 

of the principal obj~ctions which new-comers urge 
against it-especially those who come from sections 
where there is no rock on the surface. But those 
who have lived in the county long enough to be able 
to distinguish its advantages from its disad;-antages, 
regard its rocks as being in a great measure, an 
estimable feature. Where the land is too roekv for 
culti;-ation, an abupdance of excellel!.t grass· and 
timber grow-two things M necessary to the !armer 
as any crop he can produce. :Moreo;-er, there are 
but few acres of the lands so roc!..7 that they can
not he utilized in the production of apples, peaches 
and grapes-products which, at no very distant day 
in the future, will be a sourci; of immen8e wealth to 
this section. Again, many acres of the lands that 
are thickly studded with surface roek a1·e abun
dantly rich in those elements necessary to the pro. 
duction of the best crops-grass, wheat and to
bacco. 

For building purposes, there is an abundance of 
lime and sand-stone, and species known as yellow 
and white cotton-rock.· The latter is very soft 
when :first taken from the quarry, and easily 
wrought, but when e:iq>osed for a time to light aud 
sunshine, becomes very hard and durable. The 
white cotton-rock is susceptible of a very fine 
polish, and retains its color well. 

MINERALS. 

There have been several discoveries of lead made 
in Wright County, the most notable of which is 
the Davis Mines, which are situated on the south· 
em slope of the Ozark l\Iountains in the southwest 
part of the county. These mines have been worked 
for the last four years, and made a reasonable re· 
turn for the labor expended. Good machinery and 
mining tac& would probably fully develope these 
mines, as-they have been prononnced valuable.by 
several parties who have examined them, and pro
fess to understand mining. Zinc ore is also found 
at this mine. There is no doubt a heavy bed of lead 
running through the above named section of this 
county, as there are outcroppings as far as eighteen 
miles east and fifteen miles west of the Davis Mines, 
and considerable mining ha.S heen done at several 
placces for lead for home use. 

According to Professor Schumard's r·eport, copper 
exists in several localities in the county, ::t'\Yaiting 
capital and experienced miners to de;-elop its where
ahouts. 

STREAMS AND WATER-POWER. 

There are ·no great rivers within or tilong the 
borders of 1Vright County on which to carry the 
surplus of products to market, hut it posse~ses 
streams affording water-power sufficient to convert 
ten times the grain raised into flour, and to spin 
a hundred fold more wool than is grown. ::IIost 
pron1incnt ~n1ong the.13e as to size is the Gasconade 
River, flowing diagonally through the county from 
the southwest to the northeast. This stream has a 
width of about eighty feet, and an average depth of 
three or more feet, and affords excellent wnter
power throughout the entire year. Quite. a number 
of good sites for such power are found along the 
main stream, a few of which are occupied hy grist 
mills, while many lie unemployed. Beaver Creek, 
which :tiows through the entire width of the county 
near the eastern boundary, is, in point of water
power, equal, if not superior to the Gaseoliade. 
This stream is of very rapid descent, and is corres
pondingly wells ilited to the propelling of machinery. 
In proportion to length aml volume of water, it 
furnishes as many good mill sites as any stream in 
Southwest Missom·i. 

. These two streams, with their many primary and 
secondary· confluents, constitute a net·work of 
flowing waters mvmrpassed. 

RAILROADS AND COUNTY ROADS. 

Within the houmfories of the County there are no· 
railroads at present. 'l'he survered line. of the 
contemplated Kansas City, Fort Scott ,'I; :!\Iemphis 
Railway, passes east and west through the southern 
portion of the county, and it is the opinion of those 
best informed, that this road will he in proeess of 
construction withil'l the next two years; if so, the 
county will soon ex}.>!lrience a change for the better, 
the like of which has never been known by the 
people. 

1\'"ithin seven miles of the northwest corner of 
the county, the St. Louis & San Prancisco Railway 
passes. The most accessible depot on this road, and 
the one to which goods are mainly shipped from St. 
Louis, is at :Marshfield, Webster County, distant 
twenty-five miles from Hartsville, the county seat. • 

,\s a general thing, the county roads are very good. 
Of these there itre quite a number, which are kept 
in condition by semi-annual workings. 

SCHOOL F AGILITIES. 

There are sixty-:ti;-e regularly organized school 
districts in the county, in which was expeuded for 
school purposes during the past year, the sum o! 
$6,517 14. Of this sum, $2,400 57 was derived from 
the public school fund of the State; $2,065 44 from 
the permanent school fund of the county, and 
$2,051 13 from local taxation. Besides these sixty
five public schools, two high schools have heen 
maintained during the past years, on~ at .Mountain 
'Grove, in the eastern part of the county, and the
other at the county seat. 

The lact enumeration, made in April, 1879, shows 
the number of children of school age, to be three
thousand four hundred and ten; fifty-four of whom-
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arc colored, and for whMe benefit a separate school 
is rnaintni.Hed in the smnc n1anner as are the regular 
district schools. 

1''INANCIAI, CONDITION. 

~mng to a most judicious management of public 
affairs by county oflicials\ the financial condition 
of this county has always heeu good. To-clay it is 
second to that of hut few counties in the State. 
The county is entirely unencumbered with debt, 
and warrants arc current tho year round at from 
ninety·fil'C ti> ninety-seven iintl one-half cents on 
the dollnr, and oftcntimmi they sell at par. The 
aggrega,te tmmtion (comprising; State, county and 
local school tax), rangCH from ninety cents to one 
dollar on the one hundred 1lollaxs. 

IMMIGRATION. 

Perhaps in no county in the State have the people 
done less to induce immigr,atio.n than in this. Here
tofore the iew people that lrnve annually settled in 
the county, have done BO Of their own accord, and 
not at the solicitation of citizens. In this remark it 
is not the purpose to cast any reflection upon the 
people by intimating that they are too sel1ish to 
desire immigration to the county. It simply means 
that, by habit., as it were, they have been negligent 
of one of the most importm1t interests of tlie county 
-that of securing a rnpicl and early development 
of its resources, through the combined efforts of as 
many people as might be accommodated on its 
thousands of acres of cultivab)e lands. 
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