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No one is satiRfied with an incomplete story. 
rrhe very meagre and inconsiRtent aCt{Wtluts of 
the ad.ventures of Sylvia and Hachel TTall 
(familiarly known aH tl1(~ "Hall girls") hereto­
fore publishod, merely exeit(~d one '8 curi osity to 
know the whole story. rrlw ladicR·' Rtatements 
that have ht~(m plllbliRhed, gaVt~ only an outline 
(Ii' the f~1ets as far as they knew thorn perRon­
nlly. reo obtain all the faetR, r(~quire(l much in­
v(ll-d;igation of books and a great deal of enrro­
Hpondenee with historieal societies, editors of 
lJOwspaIWl'R and the War and tho Interior De­
partment of the United StateR. AlRO, the writer 
has had pO'rsonal interviews with relatives of 
the Misses HaU, and has traveled over the 
ground and oxa,mined all the evidence that now 
appoars. from the lo'cation of the little cottage 
Oil Indian Creek to Galena where the girls took 
a boat for St. IJouis. 

Mr14. A. Miranda Dunavan, H, daughter or 
IYfrs. Haehnl Hall M'tmson (the younger cap­
Live), gave me the family history of he'r mother; 
and Miss Sylvia E. IIorn or ldncoln. Nebraska, 
and Mr. C. II. Horn of lVfackinaw, Illinois, 
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PR.E-FACE. 

grand-children of 1\l[rs. Sylvia Hall Horn (the 
elder captive), contributed the history of the 
Horn family. Thus every fact in the following 
pages is stated upon the best eviden,ce. 

To gather all the traditions that still linger 
along the course over which the Indians trav­
eled with their captives, the writer enlisted the 
services of his nieces, 1\l[iss Gertrude Scanlan 
of Fennimore, Wisconsin, and Miss Marian 
Scanlan ·of Prairie du. Chien, whose grand­
fathers were pioneers in the lead regions. How­
ever, no fact has been stated on tradition with­
(lut the clues being verified by land records or 
government dOlcuments. 

Of course every lady wants to know how the 
girls looked. Unfortunately, there is no picture 
of either of them prior to middle life. Mrs. 
Dunavan lent to me a very rare da.gne1'reotype 
picture of her mother, 1\11'8. Munson, taken at 
the age of about forty-two years, and a photo­
graph of her aunt, 1\1rs. Sylvia Hall Horn, taken 
when she was over sixty years of age. Also, 
I borrowed from Mrs. Dunavan a tintype pic­
ture of herself when she was sixteen, which is 
said to be a very good likeness of her aunt 
Sylvia at the time that she was taken captive. 
These pictures are reproduced herein. The 
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1.1'H.tlitioll oj' tlw neighborhood iN that the girb; 
were nnuH1Ially handHfHne in hothfignre and 
face and of cll!ptivating kind <lispositions. rrI~ey 

were born ill Kontueky and carried with them 
to Illinois the southern <mlturc whieh ha.s won 
for the ladies of the South consideraJ)le fame in 
story and song. 

"She wa.s bred in old Kentueky, 
\iVllere lhe meadow gra,Hs grows bltH:\ 
'l'bprn's \.ho HunshillD of the ·emmtl'Y, 
III 111:11' l'aeo and manner too."-BraiHtud. 

M. il waHkon, 'W is. 
lnly Hi, 1D1 G. 
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GlIAprr.J]l{ 1.. 
J) I';:-;<!IU l".l'J () NOb' TJ Uij, CO U N '1'J~Y. 

In its natural condition, perhaps no more at­
traetive ,eountry ever laid before the eyes of 
man than that in which occurred the incidents 
of the fol1oW.illg lHl,rr}1tive. On the Honth it is 
b()rder(~tl by tho Illinois river, with its historic·al 
events beginning with the old Kaslmskia MiR­
sion oHta.l>lislwd by li'atherMarqnette in IG7H 
amidst tho lllOHt lWH,ntif:nl scenery ill the whole 
8tato -of Illiuois, whieh is now ineludcd in 
Starved Hoek State Park. 

'Wh~1t mrmlOrjes elnster arollnd old Kaskas­
kia! As the firl-li; cmpital 0,1: Illinois, it was vis­
i1;(\(1 by Gell. IJa ]:rayette and Presidents ~Jack­
HOIl, TJineoln, ~raylor ml(l Harrison; by ~Tefferson 
Dn,vis, Gen. AU)ol't Sidney Johnson, ,and by 
lloarly every other man who was, prominent in 
TJuited States history prior to 18H7, when 
Spring.llchl became the state capital. 

On the east ror more than one hundred miles 
the Fox river, with itH sonreo in a heautiful 
lako near Waukosha, Wis·cnnsin, How:; south 
into tho Illinois, at Ottl1wa. Westward the great 
prairie ,gi;retches off to ana heyond the Hock 
rivor Whi<lh hftfoj. eroded a narrow valley through 

Inl 
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that otherwise flat plain. Besides Rock river 
the only important streams that lay in the 
course of travel of the Hall girls as prisoners, 
were' the Sycamore (South Kishwaukee) and 
the Kishwaukee in Illinois, and Turtle Creek, 
the Bark River and the Oconomowoc in Wis­
consin. 

We are told by geologists that during the 
quaternary age of the world, a great ice-1berg, 
moving down from the north, crushed all the 
trees ,and vegetation in its path, leveled most 
of the hills and filled most of the valleys as far 
south as the Ohio River. When that bo'dy of ice 
melted it formed lakes in the depressions which 
were not filled with till. Drumlins, eskers and 
kames, here and there, remain to indicate either 
the resistance of the prior formation or that 
quantities of earth filled the uneven under sur­
face of the ice at the time of its dissolution. 

By the action of the atmosphere, rains and 
cl ew, as centuries rolled on, vegetation sprang 
up all over that great plain, and springs to sup­
ply the greatest necessity of living things, br'Oke 
forth and flowed in streams that united into 
rivers as they rolled on to the sea. Along the 
streams were forests of trees-including many 
species of the oak, ash, sycamore, elm, sugar 
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maple, locust, hickory, walnut, butternut, lin­
den, cherry, buckeye, blackberry and many 
other familiar varieties. . Also, here and there 
stood groves that escaped the terrible prairie 
fires that almost every year swept over that 
vast plain. 

Game of many kinds, from the monstrous buf­
falo and timid deer down to the rabbit, the tur­
key, the prairie chicken, and the quail, was 
abundant. 

Last, and by no means least, was the beautiful 
flora of that country which was known as 
"The Paradise of the West."l A traveler who 
saw it in its natural condition, describes it as 
follows: "Albove all countries, this is the land 
of flowers. In the season, every prairie is an 
immense flower garden. In the early stages or 
spring flowers, the prevalent tint is peach blu­
ish; the next is a deeper red; then succeeds the 
yellow; and to the latest period of ·autumn the 
prairies exhibit a brilli~nt golden, scarlet and 
blue carpet, mingled with the green and brown 
ripened grass. "2 

'''Sweet waves the sea .of summer :flowers 
Around our wayside Clot s.o 'c.oy, 
Where IDileen 'sings ,away the hours 
Tha;t light my task in Illinois."-McGee. 

---
16 Wis. Hist. CoOL, 421; 10 Wis. Hist. Col., 246-7. 
2"Western Portraiture," Cou'on, 221. 



U I I AP'rBH n. 
I N PI AN ~l'l{,OUB.LgS. 

vVhell the iirHt white man settled in Illinois, 
the Mascoutin Indians occupied the lands be­
tween the Illinois River and the waterway 
formed by the lilox and Wisconsin I{ivers from 
Ureen Bay to Prairie dn Chien. Later the Sacs, 
the l:roxes, and the }>ottawatamies, occupied the 
territory ·and had nHmy villages,. 'rhere were 
no llational boundary liI}(~s. A prominent route 
of tl'nvel wns the Kishwankee rl'rail from W·at­
NU(~n in Bftl.;torn Illinois up the Kankakee to 
whm'n it flows into the Illinois, and thence in 
a llorthwesterly cliroetion to the mouth of the 
Kishwaukce on H.oek HiveI', a.bout six miles be­
low :Blodeford. Dixon was tlw great center of 
trails. '1'he prineipal one was from Kaskaskia 
by way of: Dixon to Galena, Illinois. Numerous 
ot1wr trails conneetecl prominent points and 
vadous Indian vilh1ges. 

In 1804 a treaty was made with the Sacs and 
Foxes at St. Louis, of: which the principal pro­
vision were as follows: 

(t Article 1.. The United States receive the 
united Sac and Fox tribes into their friendship 
and protection ,and the Raid tribeR agree to COD­

Ila] 



INDIAN TROUBLES. 

sider themselves under the protection of the 
United States, and no other power whatsoever. 

"Article 2. The General boundary line be­
tween the land of the United States and the said 
Indian tribes shall be as follows, to-wit: Be­
ginning at a point on the Missouri Riveroppo­
site to the mouth of the Gasconde River; thence, 
in a direct ,course so as to strike the River Jef­
freon to the Mississippi; thence, up the Missis­
sippi to the mouth of the Ouisc.onsing [Wiscon­
sin] River, and up the same to a point which 
shall be 36 miles in a direct line from the mouth 
of the said river, thence, by a direct line to the 
point where the Fox River (a branch of the 
Illinois) leaves the- small lake ,c.alled Sakaegan; 
thence, down the Fox River to the Illinois 
"River, and down the same to the Mississippi. 
And the said tribes, for and in consideration of 
the friendship and protection of the United 
States, which is now extended to them, of the 
goods (to the value of two thousand two hun­
dred and thirty...£our dollars and fifty cents) 
which are now delivered, .and of the annuity 
hereinafter stipulated to be paid, do hereby 
cede and relinquish forever, to the United 
States, all the lands included within the above 
described boundary. 
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"Artiele :~. 1.n eonsideration of the cession 
and relin<luishmont of land ma.de in the preced­
ing .artiele, the United States will deliver to the 
said tribes, at the town of St. Louis, or some 
other convenient place 011 the Mississippi, yearly 
and every year, goods suited to the circum­
stances of the Indians of the value of one thou­
sand dollars (six hundred of which are intended 
for the S~les and four hundred for the Foxes), 
reckoning that value at the first cost of the 
goods in the Oity or pIneo in the United States, 
where they f-lhall be procmred. And if the said 
tribes sha11 herea:fter at an annual delivery of 
the goods ~1'l:()r(lSaid, desire that a part of their 
annuity should he furnished in domestic ani­
mals, irnplemcmtH of husbandry, .and other uten­
Hils, eOl1voniont for them, or in compensation to 
lU·w:i:ul artHi(lOrR, who may reside with or near 
them, and be employed for their benefit, the 
sa.me shall, at th(~ su.bsequent annual delivery, 
be furnished accordingly. 

" Articlo 4. ~rhe United States will never in­
torrupt the s.aid tri.bes in the possession of the 
lands, whieh they rightfully claim, but will, on 
the contrary, protect them in the quiet enjoy­
mont of the same against their own citizens and 
a.gaim:;t; all other white persons, who may in-
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trude upon them. And the said tribes do here­
by engage that they will never sell their lands, 
or any part thereof, to any sovereign power but 
the United States, nor to the citizens or subjects 
of any other sovereign power, nor to the cit­
izens of the United States. 

* * * :)« * * * * * 
"Article 7. As long as the lands which are 

now ceded to the United States remain their 
[U. S.] property, the Indians belonging to the 
said tribes shall enjoy the privileges of living 
and hunting upon them."3 

The Chippewas, the Winnebagos, and the 
Pottawatamies, made claim to the same terri­
tory. Even the Foxes and Sacs claimed that 
the young chiefs who signed the treaty, were 
made drunk, and while' in that condition agreed 
to the treaty.4 Also, the Indians maintained 
that the United States would not allow them to 
hunt upon the "wHcl" lands, notwithstanding 
Art. 7 of the treaty and that the title thereto 
was still in the government. Therefore, the In­
dians refused to ratify the treaty, and the idea 
that they were grievously wronged became a 
fixed notion in the minds of the old chiefs, 

32 "Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties", 174. 
4Bla<Clr. Hawk's Autobiography, Le Claire, Ch. 3. 

12 "'The Republic", Irelan, 68. 
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Black Hawk had fought with the English in 
the War of 1812, and by reason of the defeat of 
the English, including his own, he retained his 
natural desire for revenge against the Amer­
icans. He "vas born at Rock Island, and had as 
strong love for his n·ative place as was ever re­
tained by any white man. When Illinois be­
came a state in 1818, Black Hawk with all his 
people was ordered to move across the 11issis­
sippi into Iowa, which he reluctantly obeyed. 
However, he was never satisfied with his new 
10lcation, and in 1832 he again crossed the Mi8-
sissippi with four hundred warriors and all 
their squaws and children and squatted on his 
former possessions at Rock Island. He was 
ordered back to Iowa, but refused to go until 
he learned that troo-ps were being sent against 
him. With all his people he retired north along 
Rock River, followed by the Illinois militia, 
and when he reached a point about twenty-five 
miles south of Rockford, he halted and held a 
council of war with chiefs of the Pottawatomies 
and Winnebagoes, where he delivered the fol­
lowing speech: 

"I was born at the Sac Village, and here I 
spent my childhood, youth and manhood. I 
liked to look on this place with its surroundings 
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of big rivers, shady groves and green prairies. 
Here are the graves or my rather and some of 
my children. 1-Iere I expected to live and die 
and lay my bones beside those near and dear 
to me; but now in myoId age I have been 
driven from my home, and dare not look again 
upon this loved spot." 

'l'he old chief choked with grief and tears 
flowed down his cheeks. Covering his face in 
his blanket, he remained silent for a few mo­
ments. Then wi'ping away his tears, he con­
tinued: 

( 'Before many moons you, too, will be com­
pelled to leave your homes. 'Phe haunts of your 
youth, your vilhl,ges, your corn fields, and your 
hunting grounds, will be in the possession or 
the whites, ftlld by them the graves oJ: your 
fathers will be plowed up, while your people 
will be retr(~~.1tjng towards the setting sun to 
find new homes beyonc1 the F·ather 0,£ Waters. 
We have heen as hrotherR; We fought side by 
sjc1e in the British war; we hunted together and 
slept under the same hlanket; we have mot at 
couneils ltnc1 at religious feasts; our poople are 
alik(~ anel onr intorests are the sarno. "0 

On the 14th day of May, 18!J2, the militia 

CMemorles of. Shaubena, 98. 
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under Major Stillman arrived within eight miles 
of the camp of a Black Hawk who sent three 
Indians under a flag of truce to negoti.ate a 
treaty with the whites. 'rhe wily chief also 
sent five other Indians. to a point where they 
could watch the unarmed braves carrying the 
white flag. Stillman's men refwring to recog­
nize the white flag set upon the India,ns, killed 
one and captured the others, and then set off 
after the other five who held their guns cross­
wise over thei!' heads as a sign of friendship. 
'rhe whites killed two of the [j ve and chased 
the others into Black Hawk's camp. rrhen the 
Indians set upon Stillman's army, emi; it to 
pieces, and chased the scattered remnants for 
many miles. The place of that baUle is known 
as "Stillman's Run."7 The disgrace of the en­
tire affair has been a dark blot upon the white 
m&n's bravery and his manner of dealing wji~h 
the Indians. Up to this time the Indians had 
committed no crime nor act of war against the 
whites.s 

Immediately after the engagement Black 
Hawk called another COlIDCil of his braves, at 

7"Life Q·f Albert Sidney J1ohnston," .Johnston, 35. 
812 W1is. Hist. 0,01., 230; "Hi,story of Indiana," 

Esarey, 323; "The Black Hawk War," 129·144. 
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the celebrated Chief Shabona (Shab-oh·noy)U 
who, fought beside Tecumseh at his down-fall at 
the battle of the Thames. Shabona pleaded 
with the Indian chiefs to give up the war and 
to return to Iowa, and when they refused to do 
so, he, his son Pypagee, and his nephew Pyps, 
mounted ponies and rode to the various white 
settlements and notified the people of: the dan­
ger of the Indians. The first horse with which 
Shabona started, dropped dead undor him; 
but he obtained ,another horse from a farmer 
and rode day and night nntil he had warned 
the whites at, all the settlements. 
"L:o, the poor Indian! whose untuto'red mind 

Sees God in ,thecloucls, ,or hears Hlm in the wind." 
-Popo. 

U7 Wis. Rist. Col., 32B, 415; "The Bladt Hawk Wln.r," 
Stevens, 160. 



THE DAVIS SETTLEMENT. 

The father of our heroines, William H,all, 
who was born in Georgia, migr.ated to Ken­
tucky where he married :Mary J. Wilburs, and 
in 1825 emigrated to Mackinaw, about fifteen 
miles south o,f Peoria, Illinois, where he opened 
a farm. Shortly afterwards he moved to the 
lead mines near Galena where he staid three 
years, and then returned to Lamoille, Bureau 
Oounty, Illinois. In the spring of 1832 he sold 
out his mining claim and settled upon a home­
stead about two miles east of the farm of Wil­
liam Davis. Prior to that time his oldest 
daughter, Temperance, had been married to 
Peter Cart-wright, but the other members of his 
family, consisting of his wife, three daughters­
Sylvia, aged 19, Rachel, aged 17, and Eliza­
beth, aged 8 years, and two boys, were liv­
ing with him. Some time prior to the mass·acre, 
two Indians named Co-mee and To-qua-mee, 
who had been frequent visitors at the Hall 
home and treated kindly by IV[r. Hall's daught­
ers, endeavored, after the custom of the Indians, 
to purchase Sylvia and Rachel from their 
father.lO 

lO"The Black Hawk War," Stevens, 149. 
[23J 
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In 1830, John H. Henderson emigrated from 
rrennessee to Indian Creek and settled on a 
homestead adjoining the land of Davis on the 
south. Subsequently the Hendersons became 
prominent politicians, both in Illinois and Iowa. 

In the spring of 1830, William Davis, ·a Ken­
tuckian, and a blacksmith by trade, settled on 
a land claim 011 Big Indian Creek, twelve miles 
nort.h of Ottowa, in the northern part of La 
Salle County, Illinois. He was the first white 
Hettler at that place. 

Agriculture and marriagic have always be.en 
the great necessiticH to found permanent civil­
izntion. rpo establish a. settlement in the gre-at 
west, at that time, a blacksmith shop and a mill 
were the next two great necessities, and around 
thOI'm the early settlers broke up the wild prairie 
ana on the upturned soel sowed buckwheat, tur­
nips and sod-corn, which within three months 
produeec1 their flrst food from the s·oH for them­
Relves and their stock. To" break" the tough 
prairie sod required a. sharp plowshare and col­
ter, which had to be resharpened frequently. 
Without the blacksmith the prairi,e could hardly 
be cultivated. The big ox-teams of the neigh­
bors, with which they had moved into the coun­
try, pulled the plow. Next, with the crop pro-



duced, the grist mill to grind the grain was n 
great necessity. 'rhe Indians and some of tho 
early settlers with hammers and stones pulver­
ized corn and wheat enough to supply their ab­
solute wants from day to day, but the whites, 
who had been accustomed to corn-meal and 
wheat-flour br·ead, were not satisfied with the 
mashed product. Therefore, Davis, who sup­
plied botJl of those great necessities, was a 
prominent man in the Da.vis Settlement. 

The mill-site was where the Sauk trail from 
Black Ifawk's Village at the mouth of the Rock 
River crossed Big Indian Greek and eontintlcd 
thence east to Canada, where the whole tribe 
of Sacs went every year to get thHir annuities 
from the English Governmen1;,12 Just a,hove tho 
ford the creek meandered t,hrough a flat-bot­
tomed gulch that was about two hundred feet 
wiele with precipitons banks about fi:l:teen(~oet 
high. At this point the stream flowed Houth· 
ea;sterly and was fringed along its eourso with 
woods that grew clense, and here' and tlwro ox· 
panded into groves, but n,t other places thorc} 
were openings where the prairie fires annua.lly 
destroyed the undergrowth and left standing 

UBlanchard's History of Illinois, 122, and HIstorical 
Map. 
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only the monarchs of the rorest. ~rhB north 
bank of the gulch had an incline of a\bout forty­
five d,egrees to the level of the prairie. On that 
bank in ,a sparsely timbered opening from which 
the prairie stretched off to the cardinal pointH 
of the compass, William Davis located hiH home 
and erected hisca;bin. About that ea.bin tlwru 
were trees that produced frnit, .fuel and hun­
bel', ·among whose branches were singing i>'il'dH 
of great variety, including the Cardinal, the 
Dickcissel, the Carolina Wren, the rphl'URh alld 
the Rol)in. By l\,lay the bn,nk was covered with 
a, carpet o:f: thick, waving gra88, diverHifin<l with 
ever-changing colored flower8, nntil thn (~l'lHd 

frost of I~all destroye(l tlWlll. It waH all 
idyllic spot. No doubt Davis hoped that Honw 
clay the Davis Settlement would lw,emne I>aviH 
City, and tha,t his, generatioIlH would l'ev(d j 11 

mans.ions that would replaeo the eottngn on the 
bank of that new ,Jordan, wlwl'c hr., liknKing 
David, jn his old age might Inw(~l among hiH 
people to pray. 

However, the hopes and aSII)iratiolls of tho 
Davis family were soon to he hlm;t:nd. Da viR 
was a powerful man and hiA K(mtneky hlnoc1 
fairly honed with reRellhncmt at any o'/renso, 
particularly one given hy all Indian, npon whom 
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he looked as an inferior. \Vith his gun and 
bowie knife Davis would fight a dozen Indians 
-aye, a score. It seemed as though he could 
play with them in the air as an athlete plays 
with Indian clubs. 

About one hundred and fifty feet south of 
his cottage, Davis erected a blacksmith shop 
and a mill. To ohtain water power for his mill 
it became necessary for Davis to put a dam 
across the stream. Six miles farther up Indian 
Creek there was an Indian village, and as the 
fiS'h naturally went up the stream every spring, 
there was good fishing at the village for the 
Indians. The dam prevented the fish from go­
ing up, and the Indians protested against this 
invasion of their rights. Davis, however, in­
sisted on his rights to build and maintain the 
dam, and bad feelings were engendered. 

One day in ApriI~ 18321 Davis discovered an 
Indian tearing an .outlet in the dam, and with 
a hickory stick he beat the Indian unmerci­
fully.13 Had he killed the Indian it might have 
ended the affair; but to whip an Indian with a 
stick as you would whip a dog, was an insult 
that incurred the resentment of the whole In­
dian village, and instilled in the Indian a rank-

13Bl3!Ck Hawk's Autobiograp.hy, Le Claire. Ch. xn. 





OfIAP1'ER IV. 
THE MASSACI{,K 

'rhe year 1831 was known to early settlers in 
Illinois as "The Dry Year." There was little 
rain and there were long spells of great heat, so 
that vegetation was parched and the crop a 
failure. The season of 1832 was just the oppo~ 
l-iH.e. H During the first half or the month of 
May there were numerous heavy thunder stornlS 
with intervals of hot weather' that made thn 
grass and flowers grow very rapidly, but de­
layed the farmers in their planting. .Also, the 
Heveral Indian scares interrupted the settlers in 
their regular work in the fields. 

As already stated, immediately after tho 
breaking up of the Indian council after the de­
feat of Stillman, Shabona rode in post haste to 
the Davis Settlement and warned the people of 
the danger of ·an Indian ma.\3sacre. The whites 
loaded on their wagons such articles as .cou] d 
be readily handled, and drove to Ottawa, tlw 
nearest fort, where there was a garrison of sol­
diers. 

The Indians did not make the eXjpelcted raid, 
and slowly the settlers returned to their home-

14"Historic Illinois," Parish, 258. 
[BI] 
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Hteads. Durhlg this retreat HOllie of thB poop1t\ 
tantali~ecl Davis. for runnillg away from the 
Indians, anclhis reply was that. he would llflVUl' 

do S~ again. 
On 1\1011day nlOl'll illg, IVlay ~ J:.;;t, 'NhaJ)()lllL 

again rode to the Davis Sottlem(mt and warlw(l 
the whites that thore was iUlllll'.(liatp dallgor 01' 
a massaero. At this time it lw:pp(me<1l1lwt Davis 
was at Ottawa on HOUle ImHillOHH wlwu NhahOl}U 

called. IIowever, his family, and thn neighlH>1'H 
has.tily hHtded their furnitnre and other mov­
able arUcles on wag<HlH, an(l hnl'l'i(~dly drovo off 
to OUa,wa. ~rlwy had ahnoHt )'ea(~hc~d tho fort 
when they met DaYiH, who ordorod hiA OW11 fam­
ily to rehIrll, nud urge(l tlw returll of hiH im~ 
mo<liatn neighhol'H, inviting them all to go to hiH 
place where they would hn perfedly Anfo. rPlw 
IIa.l1s, JTendorsollH awl PettigrewH, with two 
farm hands named ITonry Goorgn and Itolwrt. 
Norris, rehwtnnUy l'oturno<l with Davis, nu(l 
t1l'rived at his cottago n.bont norll). 

Aft(l,r (linnor tTollll ·W. Tfenc1Ol'Holl, Aloxalld.m· 
Davis and a younger Hon crr William Davis, Eel· 
ward and Groenbnry IIal1, and Allen Howard, 
wen't; to a field about Ol1(~ hundrod r(}d~ sonth of 
the Davis cottage, to plant corn. In the middle 
0:[ the afternoon WHliam Hall, ,Tohn W. Hall, 



l~()bert Norris, Henry George ,and William 
Davi:..;, ;1'1'., who were working on the mill-dam, 
gathered into the blacksmith shop, where Davis 
was repairing his gun, to get a drink from a 
pail of water whieh had been brought from a 
nearhy Hprillg. All the loaded guns and the 
amnlUllH;ion were in the dwelling house, where 
Pettigrew, with his hahy in his arms, was ehat­
tillg' with tho latliHH who were sewing by the 
open door. ~l'h(l afternoOll wa.s very hot and 
waH not illHpiriug to gl'(HLi: exertion. The furni­
t.uro wl1i(~h hail heen loa(le<l to drive to Ottawa, 
wu"c.: still on the wagolls that Htoqc1 in the yard. 
'Phn porl'nmn of the blooming Holwers filled the 
air whieh WitH J'ieh in its frmlhnClss after the 
many ('laYH of rain and lightnillg. All nature 
H{HmHHl to illHtil in the littlo ]).avis Settlement a 
fO(~lillg of l-mfoty or at loast to relieve, them from 
alarm <lnring the daytime. With the coming 
darkness, no clC>lllht, tlwy would have all gath­
(\rod into tho li.ttl(~ cottage and Rome o:f the men 
woulcl have stood gtlard with their guns to 
watch for Inclians. 

Ahout fonr () 'clock a, party of fdxty to seventy 
Indians suddenly leaped over the garden fence, 
filled the yard, and part of th(~m ru~hccl towards 
th(~ house. Mr. Pettigrew leaped forward to 
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close the door, but wa..1:J instan tly shot doud. 
rrhrough the open door the Indians rushecl with 
spears, and hatchets, and guns, filling the little 
cottage. There was no placo to hide and no 
chance for the whites to escape. In her despair 
Mrs. Pettigrew threw her arms around Ihtehel 
lInll and was killed by It Ahot Roelose to Hachel 
as to blacken her i'1t(W with tho powder. Ht1chd 
jumped upon the h(~d, whieh only pla(~ed her in 
view of 1I1Ore In<lians and ltwrnHHIHI tho dangor 
or -being shot. 

Tho piteoUl-l sereaml:-l of tho WOUlOll and ehil­
c1ren wore terrifying. '1'110 TtJ<iin.lll-l Htlwk tlwlll 
with spears awl luw]wd thfllll with tOIlHlhawkH 
without foeling or morey, nnd aN t1wy /'011 nlwh 
vi etim 's sealp waH nut oit with n. big knl I'o. 

An Indian 'grabbed Pettigrow's IHLhy hy tho 
legs, rushed out doors., swung tho ehilc1 ovor 
hjs head, and dlLslwd its bNdns out aga,inRt a 
stump in the yard. rrhere, ldso, all hulitlJl on 
each side hold the yonngnst Davis boy by his 
hands, the little lad standing palo and Ailont, 
.and a third In(ljan sho1~ hirn doad. AR his limp 
hody :fell, an IniUan sealpod him. 

In a few moments all tho whites in the house 
e~ce'P1;ing Sylvia and Rachel IIall, nnml,ly :'1\1:1's., 
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WIll. Hall, aged forty-five years, her daughter 
FJlizalH~t.h, aged eight years, Wm. Pettigrew, 
hh~ wife and two children, and Mrs. Wm. Davis 
alHl hnr five nhildren, were killed. 

rPhosllddnn appearance of the Indians hewil­
(lm'o(l the men whn were in the hlacksmith shop, 
as t!HlY wore cut off 'from their gum; and am­
mun itioll. Young DaviR sUpped behind 1~he shop 
alld tlwll(',n n~en,pod down the ereek. rrho others 

1'nsho(l tnwar<lA tho hOllse and werH met hy a 
vollny of shotI'!. William Hall, whose hreast was 
pieren(l hy two bullets, with a prayer on his lips, 
fon dead at his Ron ~T()hll '13 feet. Davis called 
on t to ~1ohn Hall to "Take care!" and then 
triod to mlCtlpO to the woods. Notwithstanding 
hili pl'owcms and that he made a desperate fight 
for his life hy llsing his unloaded gun as a club, 
lw WIl.S in a short time so over-come by Indian 
warriors with their ape-ars and tomahawks that 
with ·il1uumorll.hle wounds he sank dead in his 
ya.rd. ,Tohn IIan was so paralyzed by the awful 
~arnag(~, that J:or a. moment ,he aid not move 
from whero his I·ather lay. lIe watched the In~ 
(lianH r<~loading their guns, then as a man awak­
{ming from a night-mare he jumped down the 
high hank and a volley of bullets pa.~sed over 
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his head. By hugging closely to the hank next 
the Indians, he scrambled hastily down the 
stream and then ran as he never ran hefore, 
thus escaping. Norris and George sHd down 
the bank and attempted to cross the creek, hut 
a volley of bullets from the Indians killed one 
of them as he was climbing the bank, his hody 
falhng back into the creek, and the other foIl 
on the green sward above. 

John W. Henderson, two SOllS of \Vm. Davis 
and two sons of Wm. Hall, WI10 were at work 
in the cornfield when the Indians made the ·at­
tack upon the Davis cottage, eomprehollding tho 
situation, haFltily Jte(l to Otta W/l" ~n\(\y had HPP(j 

only 11bout two miloH when • .1 ollll \V. lInn ovm'· 
took them. By reaS01l of IliH H('.uddillg' fl'Olll 

death ill the great heat Hll<l hiH uX(',itud mllldi­
tion, ~John 's aneoulli; of the TnaSHIU'.I'O waH ill(',o­

herently told with ull(!(mi;rollod (lJnotioW-l or 
gdef alHl rage. Believing that tho TJldiHIl:-l 
were pursuing, he d1cl llot dwek hiH Hpood, hut 
urged the otlwrs to extra (\'ffo}'t:.; lmtiJ Uwy 
reaehec1 the fort. 

Sylvia and Rachel Hall were each RC'iznd hy 
two Indians who c1raggec1 them out of tho cot· 
tage to the yard where the final acts of th(~ mas­
sacre were taking place. 



37 

I'll tlwir fielldish deHil'e for rovenge for Still­
man 'H tl'eadwry and to terrify the whites, the 

IlldiauH ('.1lt out the heart.s of somo or the slain 
anel othel'vviso mutilate(l their b()(lioH. Of all 
thn whito:.; HOlle hut Haellel and Syl via Hall re­
ma.ined aliv(>' to witnoHH tIlt) (dOHillg act of the 
hOl'rihl1l tragedy. AH they Haw H(~at.t(lred in the 
'yard the hotlinH of tll!~ir 1I1lI1'derod pa.rcnts, their 
Hi:-d.(,I\ IIl1d 1;I1<'i1' Iwighl}ol's--:.;;ixtPnIl ill all, tIw 
girls wore :.;;tnpeiipd with hOl'eot'. rplw ,yonder 
is that tlw HllO(~k (lid !lot kill both of thmn. 

rl'lw nH\.SHIWl'(~ hnN h(~ml dmwl'ihed AO of ton, and 
iN Mil Hic~knllil1g ill itH l>Hl'ticmlars, that wo drop 
thn nnrtnill OIl the tl'nf:d(~ He(llw.'r. 

1~':~ SrnHh'a "History of Wisconsin", 187; "History 
of IAL Sallo Oounty," Baldwin, !If); mrllO Bl!1cl{ HH.wk 
\Var," StovOllS. HiO; "MClm()ri(~S or Shuhona," Mat­
son, 1,11)-150: () t la'/l'(1, ,lmwltILl, Aug. 80, 1906; 12 Trans­
ndiol1s Ill. S tato Hiat, Boo., a~~2; :F~()rd 's History of 
Illluois, 122. 



CHAPTER V. 
'l'HE CAP'nVITY. 

A pers.on never knows what he would do 
under conditions and circumstances never be­
fore experienced: a mother who would flee from 
,a cow, would, to protect her child, fight a tiger 
without thought of her own safety; a timid 
deer that would flee from a baby, when its 
nature is changed by a serious wound will fight 
a hunter to death; a soldier's nature becomes so 
changed in battle that he obeys orders like an 
8,utomatom, and in his efforts to ki1l men exerts 
hims.elf until the sweat rolls down his face as it 
would down the face of a harvest hand mowing 
grass. 

Sylvia ,and Rachel I-Iall, who in the peace uf 
their home would faint at the sight of blood, 
had their nature so changed during the slaugh­
ter and mutilation ,of their dear relativeM and 
friends that they viewed the scene with horror 
that ,aJlmost paralyzed th8'm and put them in a 
psychological condition of mental aberration. 

T'he spell of lethargy was rudely broken when 
the .girls were dragged off as. captives, first to 
the creek, and, after Rachel had been pulled 
half way across the stream, then back again to 

[38) 



THg OAIP'l'JVITY. 39 

the yard. 'l'here two Indians, each seizing one 
of Sylvia's hands, and two others taking Rachel 
in a similar manner, hustled the girls north­
ward along the easterly side of the creek. The 
girls were soon in unknown lands through 
which they were tugged on, and on, not know­
ing whither nor to what fate. Did they cry ~ 
Of course they did; strong men would have 
wnpt under similar ,circumstances,. Did they 
pray ~ Yes; but their prayers were not like the 
PhariHee '8: they prayed with an intense feeling 
from the bottom of their hearts and with all 
the powor of: their souls. Were their pr,ayers 
ltllswered ~ Wore theyd? Read on, read on! 

After boing hustlecl and lULl:[ dragged about 
a mile and a hw1:[, tlwy came to where a number 
of horses were tind in the edge 0:[ a grove. Here 
they mot fri on <ls : horses belonging to their 
f.athor and their neighbors. 'Phe horses pricked 
HI> thnir ears, looked at the .girls and whinnied 
·--,rdul'ning tho girls' recognition. If the girls 
eould have mounted two 0:1: these friendly ani~ 
mals that wore bred in Kentucky they might 
have ridden to froedom; but it was not so to be. 

~eho Indians put each girl on a pony furnished 
with all Indian s,ac1dle and led by a warrior. 
rr.llUH they traveled on, keeping' due north. 
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After the sun had set the additional terror of 
darkness. was enveloping them. Occasionally a 
night-hawk would break the awful silence by 
swooping down from his great height with his 
8.ccustomed "Boo-oo-oo," and a whippoor-will 
would add his monotonous whistle from a de­
cayed log in the adjacent woods. Otherwise, it 
was as solemn a procession as ever moved to the 
grave, and only for the cr·ack of his whip and 
an occasional" ugh" from an Indian there was 
little to attract attention until they passed a 
large grove on their left. The girls had heard 
of Sha,bbona's Grove. Was this that historical 
sylvan place ~ Would Shabona come to their 
relief ~ He had saved them and their friends 
before, and if it had not Ibeen for the obstinacy 
of Davis they would not have been in their 
awful predicament. But the ehief, worn out 
and tired from his long wild ride of the night 
before and asleep in his tent, was unconscious 
of the passing of that strange and unusual pro­
cession. 

Hour .after hour passed as the girls rode along 
weary and heart-sick on that dark night, with 
nothing but the stars to light their way, and not 
a ray of hope in their hearts. The head waters 
of Indian creek and of the Somonauk had been 
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pa:-;sed and the source of the Sycamore was 
reaehod just as tlw monn was rising, 51 min­
ut(~S after twelve 0 'c;lock.1tl Here the first stop 
was made and the girls were allowed to rest on 
someblankets on which they sat together, not 
daring to lie down 1;0 sileep. rrhe Indians 
holding thoir ponies by the bridles, danced a 
1 ittIn, hut nothing was ~mid that would indicate 
their intr.nt, either as to the place of destina­
tion or wha,t they initonded to do with their cap­
l.ive~. As tho, gil'ls eould not speak the Indian 
language; Ol~ understand it, thero was little me­
clium of commllni<H1tiol1 hetween them and the 
Tndians. Their reelings of sorrow for their rour­
dnN\cl relsltives mixed with the uncertainty of 
their own rate, and thoir disheveled hair and 
F;oil(Hl chocks through whieh their tears w·ashed 
('.oursns, ma,]m them ohjeetR of woeful misery. 
Oh! jf the girIH could only wash their races, 
whieh w(~rn Htaillod with pow(ler and the blood 
of their doa'f fricmdH, or even in their sorrow 
eomh on,eh other 'A hair as they had onten done 
at 1;11oir :father 'f{ cottage, it would have re­
·rrm:;hr.cl them, a,n(l; to Rome extent, relieved their 
(lhl'tress. 

tnWashingtol1 Observatory Record; HOld Farmer's 
Almanac," 1.832. 
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About haLf-past three 0 'clock in the morning 
of May 22nd, the girls were replaced on the 
ponies, the Indians remounted, ,and once more 
the train proceeded in its former order, with 
Indians before, on the sides, and in the rear of 
the girls. They passed groves, here and there, 
and hour after hour, with tiresome monotony, 
they moved along. 

After the sun had lapped the dew, it grew 
very warm and Rachel became weary almost to 
collapse. She thought that if she could walk 
for a little whHe it would give her rerlief, not­
withstanding her weak condition from fasting 
and worry. She did not know the language· of 
the Indians, but necessity finds a way: she made 
signs of distress and indicated that she wanted 
to walk. The Indians understood her and as­
sisted her from her pony. This little act of 
gallantry gave her the first indication of their 
human sympathy and inspired her with some 
confidence in their honor. 

Limp and staggering, she managed to keep 
p8Jce with the procession. When they reached 
the Kishwaukee there was no he'sitation and all 
plunged into the stream. Rachel, who had not 
been repllaced on her pony, was forced to wade 
across through water three feet deep. 
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It was now about two 0 'clock in the afternoon 
and a stop was made about twenty-five miles 
eaRterly from Stillman '8 Run, on the west of 
a large grove, to allow ,the ponies to graze on 
the hank of the river. Here they remained for 
about trwo hours. 'rhe Indians scalded some 
lwn.ns and roasted some acorns, of which they 
ntH heartily and offered portions to the girls, 
who 'tt-jed to uat so as not to offend the Indians. 

After the Indians had finished their lunch 
tlwy busied themselves in stretching on little 
1100ps the scalps that thoy had taken in the 
nU'tSS~1Cro at Indian Crock. 'rho girls immedi­
ately reeogllized the scaIrm of some of their 
friondR, particmlarly the scalp of their mother. 
'rho sight eansod Sylvia to faint. Limp and Ull­

eOllseiolls she lay heside her sister, who by the ... 
inehhmt was again :put into her former psychjc 
eowljtion, being oblivious to everything about 
her exco!'>ting her sister's (lUre. 'rhe subcon­
~(lious thought that she had to protect Sylvia 
inspirod hor with superhuman streng~h as well 
IL8 the fighting spirit of a lioness. If Sylvia 
I-ihould die! what then ~ If she should be unable 
to tra.vel, would the Indians kill her? What tor­
ture of mind Rachel must have suffered! 

About four 0 'clock Sylvia regained her COD-
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sciou-sness, to the great relief of H.achel who 1'e­
{!overed her normal condition of mind. By this 
time the Indians had gathered their horses, and 
repl.acing the girls on the ponies that they had 
been riding, all moved forward leisurely. 

Hhortly after starting 'a detachment of the 
Indians was sent out to scout to the westward, 
and after being gone some time they returned 
apparently excited, and immediately the proces­
sion assumed a double-quick, dur.ing which thH 
Indian guards in :the rear held their spenrH 
poised, as though they expectotl an attack. 
Arter traveling in that mallller for nhout Iivo 
miles, the Indians resumed their cornposUl.'O Hud 
slackened their speed to a walking paco. 

Had the Indians seen some of Gen.Whitel~jde 's 
scouts~ Had they learned that a detachment 
of Illinois Militia, of which Abraham Lincoln 
was a member, was moving towards them up 
the Kishwaukee ~17 Or, were the IndianA pur­
sued by the friends of the girls ~ 

If the whites should attack the InfliarlR, Sylvia 
and Rachel feared that th(~y would share the 
fatte of their relaltiveR and friends at tlw Da.vis 
Se·ttlement. Therefore, when the exeitemcmt o:f 

17XII Wis. Hi,st. Col., 241, 242; "'l'lle Black Hawk 
War." 146. 
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the 11lcliallH Hubsicled, a feeling or relier from 
dallgor oJ innnelliate (leath calmed the girls. 

rrhe extra exertion dnr.ing the scare caused 
the pOlly that Sylvia was riding to give out, and 
it waH ahalldone(1. Sylvia w·as then placed be­
hind an I1J(lial1 011 a fine horse belonging to Mr. 
II (m<101'8011 , whieh, like the girls, had been taken 
(~aptiv(\ at Indian Creek. rrIms 1ihcy traveled, 
('11 and 011, until ·~t.hont nine 0 'clock in the even­
iug' whell they al'ri vo(l nt Black Hawk's Grove 
on tlw ('.~u:.;rt Hido of the present city or J'Hllesville, 
\V iH(\()llHill, WIWI'(! tho whole or Black Hawk's 
l.ri'lw waH cHwanrped. 1H During twenty-eight 
hourH the gir'lH hud. traveled. ·a;bout eighty miles 
['rom tho plaeCl of thoir capture, and were worn 
01lt almoH1;. hoyoJ}(l (leseI'iption. No one can 
l:ully cOlnprolwnd their cOlHlition without re­
JloHting upon that extremely long ride on hor8e­
buek, without food Of drink, mourning their 
doud, and tortured with the worry over their 
fll tnro f~lite. 

011 thnir arrival at Blaek Hawk's Grove there 
waH great rejoicing ,at the Indian eamp. Sev­
nral squaws hurried to the girls, assistecl them 
ofl: their horROs, and cc>nc1uc!tecl them to the cen-.... _._ ... a_ .. ~_ 

tlll-Hst. of Rock ,co., by Gurnsey & Willa~d, 19; 14 
Wis. I-nat. Col., 1:29; 6 Wis. Hist. Oot, 422. 
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ter of the camp where they had prepared .a. 
comfor,ta,ble place in the form of beds of animal 
skins ,and blankets. Also, the squa;ws brought 
in wooden bowls, parched corn, meal a1ld maple­
sugar mixed, which they invited the gil'ls to 
eat. More through fear than ap'l>ntitu, the girls 
partook of the food, although it was disgnsting 
to them. 

'rhe squaws requested the girls 1;0 throw 011 

the fire particles of food ,and some to baeeo 
which they handed them. ~rhe girls tlOlupliml 
with the request of their dusky hosts, although 
they did not know for what purpmw it waH 1'0-

quired. As a matter of fae r!;, it was a eonmwll 
practice among the Indian trilHls to make the 
offering of food ,a,nd tolntmw to their goth; in 
case of eSCD,pe from deluth or as thanks for somo 
extraordinary good fortune. 11l 

'1'he squaws reque~ted Sylvia and, ]{.anhol to 
lie down on separate ho(ls, and then ,n HqUUW lay 
On ouch side or each of the girTH, folO that thoro 
was no chance ror esef1po. ~rlnu;; Hilled, thoy had 
a night or confusl1<.1, disordered ~.deep, in whieh 
visions of their friends and the Hcen08 0:1: the 
massacre haunted them almost continually. ~rh(~ 

IU2 "Indilan 'T,ribes ,of U. S·.", Drake, 08, 72: G S'c,hool" 
craft's, "History of Indian Tribes of 'the U. S.". 8a, HH. 
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S(lUl.LWH enc1oavol'c(l to ~w()the the girls, but they 
could not liake the plaee of that mother who in 
thoir childish nightmares would say to them: 
"My (1c~ars, say a prayer an(l try to sleep." 

"But God is sweet. 
My mot.Ile·r tlO1d me .so, 

Wh(m I knelt at her feet 
JJong-so long-agIO; 

She clasped my hands in hers. 
All! me, that rnemo,ry sLiI's 
My soul's profoundest deep­
No wOllc1m' tlHl,t I weep. 

Sh(~ClHts,ped my hands and smiled, 
All! thc:m I was a child-

1 knClw no harm-
My moth(:l!"s arm 

Was flung n.rCHllld me; and I felt 
'l'hu,t, when I Imelt 

'ro listen to my mother'.s prayer, 
G o(} was wit.h mother there. 
Y(~,!1! "God 1.8 sweet!" 

Sho told me so; 
SlH.i never told me wrong; 

And through my years of woe 
HoI' whispers soft, and sad, and low, 

And sweet as Angel's song, 
Have floated l!k(~ a dream.-Fr. Ryan. 
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When John W. Hall arrived at Ot,tawa he did 
not know that his sisters had been i'tlken prison­
ers, but he supposed that they had been massa­
cred with the rest 0.:[ the people at the Davis 
cottage. His first impulse W~LS revenge, allel he 
rushed wildly about, urging mOll to ,arm and go 
with him to the scene of thu m'HSfmcre. rrhe 
spirit of adventure was rampallt among the 
people at the tirne, and ~J()hll soon fmllHl him­
self at the head of a eOllsidCl'fLhlo ll1unbm' oj! 
mOlmtec1 men {trmecl with all killclH of gUliS, who 
followed him like a 11101b, from OttnLlwa to tlw 
Davis Settlement. 

On their way out they met S0111e of the mon 
who were defeated at Stillman's HUll, retul'ujng 
to Ottawa. John endeavored to have these men 
accompany him to the Davis So,t1Jollltmt, hut 
they had enough of Tlldiml at'lventure, and ill­
stead of assisting !John,disenuraged the men 
wHh him from engaging ill a fi.ght with the 
Indians. 

When John's squadron arrived at the Davis 
cotta'ge there was I!resent(~c1 anawfnl sight­
thjrteen murdered and mntilated l)()dioH in and 

[48] 
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,about the cottage, some hung on shambles like 
butchered pigs, just as they were left by the 
Indians. On the creek below the cottage were 
found the bodies of Norris and George where 
they fell from the bullets of the Indians. The 
absence of his si'sters Rachel and Sylvia from 
muong the deael, presented to John a new quan­
dary, A careful search was made 'about the 
premises lm:t no traces of the girls could be 
found. 

After having seen 'the a wIul delaths of their 
fellow-whiteR, the men WllO accompanied John 
had their desire for adventure changed to a 
feeling of fl~ar, which they tried to hide under 
the excuse that it would be impossible to pro­
neod nIter the Indians without ra;tions land tents. 

'rhe situatioll waH a trying one for John. In 
vain did he appeal to the men to help him rescue 
his sisters. Not one woulcl volunteer to go with 
him, and after burying all the dead in one grave 
.in front of ·the little co·ttage, John and his 
squadron hastily returned to Ottawa. 

In hopes of rescuing his sisters, John again 
recruited a force and obtained the necessaries to 
follow up the Indians. Early on the second day 
after the massacre, with about forty men and 
two days' :r:ations, without any commissary, 
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John led his little army to the Davis Settlement 
and along the Indian trail un til he lost it on 
the great prairie. He concluded that the In­
dians had taken the "Kish waukee 'rrail" to 
where the Kishwaukee flows into the Hock 
River, and he followed that route until he ar­
rived at his objective point without attajning 
his chief aim. Disappointed in not even get,ting 
any il1f.ormation of his sisters and ill not find· 
iug further track of the Indians, and his rations 
having run out, John was again obliged to re­
turn with his troops to Ottawa for a :fres11 sup­
ply, when once more he s'ta.rted on .a, fruitless 
search for his sisters. 



OHAP'l'ER VII. 
l'vlILl'I"ARY MOYEMJ!lNTS. 

Whon a remnant of Stillman '8 men returned 
to Dixon after an exciting ride of twenty-four 
miles from Stillman's Run, they reported that 
they had been attacked by thousrands of Indians 
and that all the rest of the army had been mas­
Rlwred. ~I'he oxaggerated report set a, few of the 
mon who ha.d not been with Stillman, keen to 
fight; hut it instilled into most of them a sense 
of home-siekness, and many of them requested 
to ,l>e exeu~cd from duty. Gen. 'l'aylor imme­
<liatoly reported tlw situa,tion to Gen. Atkinson, 
at Ot'cHrwa, und the l~t;ter ordered Generals 
'Whitesido and IIarney, who were in command 
0:1: some United States regulars, to pursue the 
rndians. 

When th(~ troopH arrived ~1t Stillman's Run 
thoy found the bodies of: thivteen sioldiers and 
most of: the desorved commissary which had in­
duded a barrel o:r whiskey that Black Hawk 
Nny>tied on the groul1(l. Black Hawk destroyed 
thH wrugOl1S u,nd everything' else that could not 
be earric~d away, excepting a few hoats that be· 
longeel to the Indianfl which were lef,t on the 
river hank. 

[51] 
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As a matter of fact Black Hawk had only 
forty warriors wjt~h him at the time of the a t­
tack on him by S.tjllm~n 's men, while Stillman 
had about three hundred men. At the time of 
the attack many of Stillman's men were under 
the influence of liquor and most of them in rmch 

a state of insuboI'clina,tion that they paid no 
attention to the orders of their officers. rphus 
they rushed jnrto the camp of Black Hawk, and, 
as each was acting independently, it was hut -1:1 

short time until the Indians by their shots and 
yells had the militia s,earecl erazy and on the 
fun.!!O 

On May 22nd, in accordance with Gen. An­

derson's order, Gen. Whiteside took up and fol­
lowed the Indian trail for thirty-six miloH alollg' 
the I{ishwaukee and the Sycamore; but when 
the high prairie was reached, the Indians seat· 
tered so in all directions that the troops were 
UlHLble to track them further, and tho army 
proceeded to the Pox River and down that 
stream to Ottawa, where it ,arrived on May 27th. 

On the day that the girls passed a few mileH 
to the east, the United States troops round on 
the Sycamore, articles -belonging to the Indians 

ZOThe Black Hawk War, S,tevens, 138, la7. 
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who committed the massacre ,at Davis Settle­
ment, among which were three scalps. Perhaps 
it was fortunate for the girls that Gen. White­
side had not discovered and attacked the In­
dians, because under such circumstances the 
Indians might have murdered them. 

Among the troops under Gen. Whiteside was 
the company in which Captain Abraham Lin­
coln, subsequently the great president of the 
United States, served. PrO'bably the girls had 
not yet heard of him, who, if he had known of 
their predicament, might have ended their cap­
tivity on that day. 

During t.he Jnal~ch up the Sycamore, an old 
Pottawatomill Indian carne into camp, tired and 
hungry, with a letter of Hafe conduct, signed 
by Gen. I..I8wis Casso Some of the men declared 
the letter was a forgery, and that the Indian 
was a spy and should be put to death. When 
t11(~ soldiers threatened the poor fellow, Capt. 
T..I1nco1n stepped forward and said that he would 
shoot any man who would assault the Indian.21 

It can be readily seen how a man of Lincoln's 
bravery and ,snperior mental re~ources, might 
have freed the girls without injury to them. 

2!'l'he Black Hawk War, 285. 



CHAprrER VIII. 

The day after the massacre messengers car­
ried the news in all directions to the various 
settlements in Illinois, southern Wisconsin, 

. northern Indiana and western 1Hchigan. At 
every settlement block-houses or stockades were 
built and the whites prepared to defend them­
selves against attacks of the Inclians. At Ga­
lena the people assembled on May 28th and 
passed resolutions (among other things) deplor­
ing the captivity of the lIall girls and declaring 
their obligations to obtain the release o:t th(~ 

captives. In Michigan along the lake shore, 
there was great excitement, intensified by fre­
quent rumors that the Indians were coming.22 

Gen. Atkinson who was then at Ottawa offered 
the Indians a reward of $2,000 in horses, gOI)cis 
or money, for the safe delivery of the girls, as it 
was feared that if force were used the Indians 
would murder the girls. In Wisconsin, Col. 
Dodge who had command at Blue Mounds li'ort 
(25 miles west 'of Madison, Wisconsin), immcdi~ 
ately recruited an army anc1 made plans to get 

~~Michigan newspapers, 1832. 
[54] 
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tho girls. IJioutenant Bdwarcl Beouchard at 
Blue Mounds and Henry Gratiot of Gratiot's 
Grove (15 miles northeast of Galena), who were 
friends of the Indians with whom they had 
great influence, engaged in the search for the 
girls. 

Gratiot went to Turtle Village (now Beloit, 
Wisconsin), where there was a tribe of Winne­
bngoes with whom he had been on friendly 
terms and who were supposed to be friends of 
the whites. However, the Indians took him 
prisoner and he almost saerificed his lire in his 
cmdoavor to obtain the release of the Hall girls. 
If c succeedod, however, in making his message 
known to the Indians, and arousing among them 
a :-;trol1g ineon1;ive to obtain the reward. While 
he wns held as a prisoner, ·an Indian chief to 
whom Gratiot had often given presents and 
~hown kindness, came to him and offered his 
Hcrviees to aid in Gratiot's escape. Also Col. 
Gratiot was the government agent who paid the 
'\\ThulehagocFl their annual allowance from the 
United States governmont, which, no doubt, had 
Rome iniiuonce. The Indian took the Colonel to 
hiFl tcmt, and late in the night silently conducted 
him to the river and g.ave him a canoe in which 
he ·paddled to fHlfety. On his return home, 
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Gratiot reported that the captive girls were 
somewhere near the head of Hock Hi vel' in 
southern Wisconsin. lIe had gleaned that much 
information from conversations among the In­
dians whose language he understood. 

Not knowing that Col. Gratiot had visited 
Turtle Village, Gen. Anderson sent by messen­
ger to Blue IVlounds, the following letter: 

"Sir: 

"IIeac1quarters Hight Wing West. Dept., 
Dixon's l:f1erry, 27th May, 18:32. 

"In the attack of the Sac Indians on the set­
tlements on a branch of l:f1ox Hiver tho 2211d 
iust., fifteen men, women, and children, were 
killed, and two young wornen Were taken pris­
oners. This hea,rt-rending oecnrrmwlI should 
not only call forth our sympathies, but nrg(l 111'1 

to relieve the survivors. 
"You will therefore proceed to the 'l'ul'tle 

Village or send someone of confidence und pre­
vail on the head chiefs ·and braves of the Will­
nebagoes there to go over to the hostile Saes 
and endeavor to ransom the prisoners. O:£):er 
the Winnebagoes a large reward to effect the 
object: $500 or $1000 for each. 
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, 'I expected to have heard from you before 
this. 

Very respectfully your oht. sevt., 
H. ATKINSON, 

Brig. Gen., U. S. Army." 
"lIen ry Gratiot, Esq., 

Inclian Agent. " 

Whon tho dispateh reached the Mounds on 
May 28, CoL Gratiot who had already visited 
rI'Ul'tln Village had not returned, and Lieutenant 
Bn01H~har<l who was then in eommand of the 
11'ort; opfmcc1 the dispatch and forwarded it to 
the Colonel. Ah;o, Bcouehard sent the sub* 
H'tnncw of the clil5patch to 001. Dodge, who was 
t.hen at ]1'o1't Union) 001. Dodge's residence) 
IHHtl' Dodgoville. rI'hen I.lientenant Beoucharc1 
m01U1tml his horse and rode to a Winnebago 
(~l1CampnlOl1t whiClh was situateJd northeast of, 
Blue Moul1dl5 where Chief Wau-kon-kah was the 
htHl,d Indinn. Beouelmrd reqnested the chief to 
go to White Crow, Whirling Thunder and 
Bpotted Arm and inform them of the captivity 
cd: the Hall gil-Is, ·and the reward that had been 
oil;(}red for their release, instrnctjng the Indians 
to get the girls at any risk: by purchase, if pos­
R~hle; hut by force, if necessary. He assured 
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the Indians that they would receive the reward 

in case of success. The Indians promised to 

m·ake the attempt. 
lVlay 28th, 001. Gratiot wrote a letter to Gov­

ernor Porter, of Michigan, telHng of the In­

Indian Creek Massacre and the captivity of the 

Hall girls, and, .among other things, said: "Com­

pelled by our feelings and relying on the jus­

tice of our country, we dic1l1ot hesitate to prom­

ise a few of my trusty Winnebagoes a reward 

if they would bring us those ladies unhurt. We 

promised them the highest reward that could 

be offered." Therefore, it is evident that Gra­

tiot had offered a reward for the release of the 

girls before he received Gen. Anderson '8 dis­

patch. 
On the day that 001. Gratiot retnrned from 

rrurtle VHIage, he received Gen. AndcrROI~ 'H 

] etter. On the same day he recoived further' 

information that the Winl1ohagocs had H1H~(H~HH 

jn their endeavors to ransom the unfortunate 

girls, and he immediately started for 13Iuo 

Mounds, where he arrived on ,1 une 2nd. 



CHAPTER IX. 
'rlm CAI"rlVE GIRLS. 

In Chapter V we left the girls as prisoners at 
Black IIawk's Grove, Janesville, Wisconsin. 
Notwithstanding their night of disturbed sleep 
and great need for rest, the girls were a,w.ak· 
ened at daylight by the noise of the Indians 
ar·ound the tent. 

S.oon after the girls ·arose the squaws brought 
them their breakfast which consisted of dried 
sHeed meat, coffee &l1c1 porridge made of corn 
pounded and water, that was served in wooden 
bowls with wooden spoons. The little rest that 
the girls got through the night, revived them 
and gave them some appetite, so that they were 
able to eat part of the food, .although they did 
not relish it. 

Breakfast :being finished, the Indians cleared 
off a piece of ground about ninety feet in cir­
cumference and erected in the center a pole 
about twenty-five feet .high, around which they 
set up fifteen spe,ars, on the points of which 
Were placed the scalps ,of the murdered friends 
of the girls. To the horror of the girls, they 
recognized the scalps of their father,mother 
and Mrs. Pettigrew. Upon three separate spears 

[Gil] 
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the Indians placed three human hearts, which 
added greatly to the horror of the girls. Was 
one of the hearts their mother '8 ~ 

The Indians jabbered among themselves for 
awhile and then the squaws painted one side of 
the face of each of the girls red and the other 
side black. rrhen the girls were laid with their 
faces downward on blankets near the center, 
just leaving room for the Indians to pass be­
tween them and the pole. When these prelimi­
naries were completed, the warriors, grasping 
in their hands their spears, which they oeeasion­
ally struck into the ground, and yelling all the 
while as Indians only -can, danced around the 
girls. Every moment while this was going on, 
the girls expected to be thrust throngh with 
the spears; but they had become so harrassed 
with dread of torture, that they almost wished 
to have death end their troubles. However, not 
one of the spears touched the girls, and out­
side of keeping them in terror, they were in 
nowise injured. 

After the warriors had continued their dance 
for .about half an hour, two old squaws (one o£ 
whom was the wife of Black Hawk) lecI the 
girls away to a wigwam where they washed off 
the paint as well as. they could by scrub bing 
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them unmereifully. rrhe sqnaws had .adopted 
the girlH, and, as the ehHdren of chiefs, they 
were II at required to work. 

rrhe Indians having fmished their dance, 
~trnek their tents, and, a,fter a good deal of 
hUHtlo and confusion, tlw whole camp st.arted 
in a. northerly direction. When they reached 
11, point hOYOlld the grovu, it seemed to the girls 
that the whole earth waN alive with Indians. 
Pro.bably not less than 4,000 warriors, squaws, 
and ehildren ('.CHIRtitut(l,(1 that army. 

rl'il'<Hl aIul sore from their former long ride 
and groatly oxhmlHtml by their eOllstant fears, 
it waH ILll (~xtra()1'(linary orclcal for the girls to 
phw gn still fal'tlwrin to tho wil(lol'ness. During 
tl'aVulillg' 111l1lt'H the girls were SepfLl'H,ted and 
(uwh was pla("l~(l in ehargo of two S(lllaWS. 
\Vhmwvnr tho Ilrmy halted tIw girls were 
brought tOg'nther, hnt always kept lUld<3r the 
Hllrvoi1Hn(~(~ of the four KfjlH1WH. 

Tlwil' mareh frnm Blnek Ilawk's GJ'()VG was 
vory I·dow un<l over It broad prairie. 8hortly 
}w'forn Hlul(loWH the 111!W,IUlK pitdl(l(l the1r tonts 
at Ool<l Spring', ahout threo mi10s southeast of 
F't. AtkinKon, near "Bnrnt VHlage," tho camp 
of Littl(! Pl'iOHt.!lll 

~:'Hlst, ·of .1·offorsou Co" :~27, 
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As soon as the tents were erected everybody 
partook of some food, most of the Indians with­
out any utensils, but the girls were supplied 
with the usual dishes: wooden plates, bowls and 
spoons. At this place m,aple-sugar seemed to be 
abundant and the girls were furnished all of it 
that they could eat. Also, tho squaws seemed 
to appreciate the fact that the girls were suf­
fering from exposure, and took great pains to 
make their quarters as comfortable as possible. 

During their long tramp through the brush, 
the light working dresses that the girls had on 
at the time that they were captured had become 
hadly torn, and the squaws brought Rachel a 
red and white calico dress with rumea around 
the bottom, and Sylvia, a blue· calico. rrlw In­
dians requested the girls to throwaway their 
shoes and put on moccasins, against which the 
latter strongly protested and refllsed to tak(~ off 
their shoes. No violence to take away their 
shoes was used, and the girls continued to wear 
them. An Indian threw away Rachel '8 comb 
and shel immediately went after it and kept it 
so that it 'could not be snatched away again 
without using foree, to which the Indians diel 
not resort. 

As night set in the Indians rHtired .and each 
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of the girls had to sleep between two squaws, 
which they were compelled to do thereafter up 
to the time that they were turned over to the 
Winnebagoes. 

Day after day the Indians changed the loca­
tion of their camp, probably to evade the whites 
if they should pursue them. From Gold Spring 
by ,circuitous routes, through the beautiful lake 
country around Oconomowoc, they moved 
northward until they reached the' rolling hills 
near floricon Lake where they pitched their 
camp not far from the rapids, and southeast of 
the Indian village l of Big F'OX.2'1 

The girls had ll'OW traveled about 150 miles 
north from their home,. It was the eighth day 
of their captivity, and to them the time: was so 
long that every minute seemed almost a day j 
and since they last sat at dinner in the little 
cottage of William Davis at Indian Creek, al­
though very vivid in their minds, seemed an 
age. A.lso, the' unknown places at which they 
had camped being in such v,arious directions 
from each other, the girls had no idea how far 
they had gone fro'm Black Hawk's Grove 

24V. Wi.s. Hist. Col., 260; Black Hawk's Autobiogra­
phy, 1016, 110', 160; "Waubun," 320; Hist. of Dodg,e 
Co.., by Hu,bbe:l1, 6:7. 
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(Janesville). Everywhere they traveled Indian 
camps wer,e numerous, bee·anse as Hoon as Rpring 
bad opened the Indians divided into Rmall 
camps to make maple sugar. 'Were the girls to 
put an estimate upon the number of In(ijans ill 
that unknown region, it certainly would h.ave 
reached high up into the thousands. 

At every e·amp the dallce around the pole 
with all its hideous surroundings, accompanied 
by the Indian yells and war-whoops, the l'attl illg 
of gourds, and waving of weapons, was re­
peated. 

Among t.he tribes east of the M:ississippi IUver 
it was an honor principle that their female c·ap­
tives should not be tortured nor their chastity 
violated; but if white men W(~l'a taken captives 
they were reduced to slavery and ohlige<l to 
wait upon the white women after they had haem 
adopted by the Indians. 2Ci Notwithstanding thh~ 
unwritten law, these dances with the scalps on 
the spears harrassec1 the girls and eansed them 
to sob and weep bitterly. 

One rn-orning after many rep(~titi()l1s of the 
dance arOlmd the pole, the progr·am was varied 
by a party of warriors coming to the lodge 
where the girls were in the custody of the 

251, "Handbook 'of Amedcan Indians," 203. 



'['HE: Ct\PTTVr~ nIHLS. 05 

squaws, placing in their hands small red flags, . 
and then the Indians with their captives 
m,arehed around the encampment, stopping at 
each wigwam and waving their flags at the 
doors, accompanied by some recitation of a 
chief and the rattling of gourds, all of which 
was not 1l1Hlm.'Htoo<l by the girls and thoy were 
unable to comprehend the significance of what 
they wor{~ doing. As a llHl.tter of fa,ct the per­
formanee was a religious cHremony in which 
the gourds took the place 0·'£ bells used by sev­
ert!'l Ohristian denominatiol1H during their re­
ligions eer(HllOnies. 



OHAP'rER X. 
l{ANHOMET>. 

On the morning of the nint.h day of their cap­
tivity, some warriors took Sylvja off about forty 
rods to where a number of chiefs see'mcd to be 
holding a council. One o,f the Indians told 
Sylvia that she must go with an old chief who 
was pointed out t,o her, namely, White Crow, 
a chief of the Winnebagoes, who was about 
fifty years of age, tall, slim, with a hawk nose, 
and as much .of sinister look as a man who had 
only ,one eye could have, for one of his eyes 
had been put out in ,a brawl. lIe was addicted 
to drink, gambling, fighting, and other disrep~ 
utable practices.20 Under any circumstances 
Sylvia might have protested ag'ainst going with 
him; but when he informed her that Rachel 
must st,ay behind, Sylvia declared that she 
would not go without her sister. White Crow, 
who was a fine and fluent orator, and spokesmal~ 
of his band on all occasions, made a long, loud 
speech in which he exhibited considerable exw 
citement, but was listened to with gre,at interest 
by the other warriors. After he had finished, 
Chief Whirling Thunder arose, walked over to 

2DX. Wis. Hist. 0'01., 253. 
[(i(i] 
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where Rachel was and brought her to where the 
council was being held. The situation was pain. 
fully interesting to the girls, because they had 
some intimation that it was all about their fate. 

After some conversation am.oug the chiefs 
they shook hands and the captives were sur­
rendered to White, Crow, who must now get the 
girls to Blue Mounds Fort to obtajn the $2,000 
reward. The Fort was about eighty miles to 
the southwest in a bee line. By the nearest trail 
through the Madison lake region, it was about 
ninety-three miles; and by way of P'ortage and 
thence on the Military Road to t·he Blue ~Iounds 
Fort, it was about one hundred and seven miles. 
The Sacs and Foxes were along the former 
route, which meant great danger, and the Mili­
tary Road was the best in that ·c·ountry. There­
fore, White Crow chose the latter rout,e. The 
horses were brought, riding switches were cut 
and White Crow and Whirling Thunder with 
their captives seemed ready to go. The squaws 
with wh.om the girls had been staying were very 
much grieved at parting with them, tears roll­
ing down their cheeks, and the girls who now 
reciprocated the. affection of the squaws, pre­
ferred to stay with them rather than to go with 
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the warriors; but the chief's stern orders had to 
be' obeyed. 

At this trying moment of the girls, a young 
warrior suddenly stepped up to Rachel and with 
a large knife cut a lock of hair from over her 
right ear and another from the hack of her 
head. At the same time he muttored to White 
Crow, in the Indian language, something whieh 
the girls afterwards learned, was that he would 
have Rachel back in three or four days. His 
example was followed by another Indian who 
stepped up to Sylvia and without ]eavo or a 
word of explanation, cut a lock of hnir from 
the front of her head and placed it hI his hnnt­
jng-pouch. Sometime afterward a number of 
Indians made an attack on Kellog'g's Grove 
uolony (near Dodgeville, ·Wis.) and ()n(~ of them 
who was shot hy a miner namod Casey ha(1 
around his neck a lock of brnided hair which 
was subsequently itlelltifieu as that takell from 
the head of Rachel Hall. 

It might not be ,amiss, here, to state that 
among some or the Indian tribes the. c.mtting of 
the hair had a mystical rneaning cloRoly allied 
to the life of a person, and was usnally attended 
with religious rites. The first clipping- of a 
child's. hair was retainecl for religions IHlrposes. 
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A scalp had a double meaning: it indicated an 
act of ,supernatural power that had decreed the 
death of the man, and it served as tangible 
1=,roof of the warrior's prowess over his 
onemies.27 

WhEe the Indians were taking lock::; of hair 
from the girls, White Crow, Whirling Thunder, 
and a few more Indians, had mounted their 
horses, and with their captives on ponies, all 
rode off at a gallop, keeping up a rapid speed 
during the rest of the. day and far in to tlw 
nig,ht, the Indians looking back frequently. 

No doubt White Crow fe,ared that the SeWS 
might regret that they let the girls go, and 
would try to recapture them. It was about 
fortYwseven miles to Portage, and until that 
place was reached the danger was great. rrhe 
girls appreciated the danger; otherwise, they 
would have dropped off their ponies from sheer 
exhaustion. A ride of forty~seven miles on 
wabbly ponies! 

Finally, they arrived on the bank of theWis­
consin River near the mou.th of Duck Creek 
(just below Portage, Wis.) where was located 
a village of Chi'ef Dekorah.28 

271, "Handbook of Am. Indi.a.ns," 524. 
28XIII. Wis,. Hist. Co'., 448; III. ib. 28G; Waubun, 

Kinzie, 103. 
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At this place the Indians prepared a bed 
upon ,n, low scaffold, which was furnished with 
abundant blankets and furs, where the girls lay 
nn til daylight. The sun had not yet arisen 
when a party of Sac warriors, some of whom 
were dressed in the clothing of white men, came 
into camp. rrhey wanted to talk to the girls, 
but Whirling 'rhunder told the girls not to 
listen to them and to keep away from them. 
rrhen a long conversatioll of loud angry words 
was kept up between the Indians for some time, 
when the Sacs mounted their horses and rode 
away. 

It was ,ascertained later that one of the In­
dians W]lO helped to cllJpture the girls at Inc1i~1n 
Creek was on H, hunting trip when the captives 
were tnrned over to the Winnebagoes ·and on his 
return finding tho prisoners gone and not hav­
jng received. his portion of the ransom, he 
Fltartotl off with a number of warriors with the 
d(~termination to recapturn. the girls .or kill 
them. No doubt that if the Sacs had overtaken 
the 'Willnebagoes with their cn,ptives before they 
had reached the Winn cbago camp, they would 
have, fought £01' the girls, which would either 
ha.ve end~d jn the death of the girls or their 
being again carried off into captivity. Such 
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was the Indian custom.20 What an almost 
miraculous escape the girls had! 

Immediately ·after the Sacs left, a hastened 
breakfast was prepared. No doubt White Orow 
feared an attack if he should keep the girls at 
that place or if he should continue his journey 
along the Military Road. Wlwt'ever caused him 
to change his course, he arranged to take the 
girls down the Wisconsin River30 and to send 
the horses around ·over the hills, on the west 
side of the river, to the next camping place. 

Breakfast was eaten as hastily as it had been 
prepared and then the. girls were placed in 
canoes and with a convoy of about one hUll­

dred Indians, were paddled off. At first the girl:;; 
fe·ared that their little harks would tip, but 
soon they found their canoes were in expert 
and sare hands and that the neW mannm~ of 
travel was. far snperior to horse-back riclin g. 
It was restful and gave them a fine opportunity 
for observation, which under favorable circnm­
stances. would drive an artist into ecstacy. 'The 
majesti.c bluffs. with wooded slopes and craggy 
crests, Hnec1 the: river for many miles, stretch­
ing off to the west around Devil's I.lake. It was 

2°2, Handbook of Ame.r:i,ean Indians, 203. 
aOMemories of S,ha;ubena, 160. 
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ideal scenery and connected with many a 
romantic Inclian tale. 

The spring freshets from the melting snows 
and heavy rains, had swollen the river so that 
it spread. eOIIRirlerahly over its. banks, reaching 
ill plac>,cH from the root of one bluff to t,he foot 
of another. Down this murky water the In­
dians padclled their cano(~s, hour after hour, 
uv(,l' a diHtane(~ of abollt thirty miles, and 
laI1(h~(l Oil tlw Wflst bank, where they camped 
for the night. 

In sfHmkillg' or this canoe l'idCl the girls say: 
I' rphe nanw of 1i1Hl river we never knew, neither 
ean wo tf!ll whether we traveled up or down 
the 1::11.1'<111.111." rphe lHln1e of th(~ riv(w was learned 
from 8habnna. It is not strange that the girls 
(wu](l 1101; toll whieh way the river flowed. The 
writer hm; often henn OIl tha.t rjver during 
f)·(~I·.;ll<'ts, alld tho way thn water flows hat~l( and 
forth, dotted with eddies, wonld ear:lily confuse 
H Htrallger. 

Bal'ly the noxt morning White Crow went 
around to the wigwams with a gourd in each 
hand, Rnd stoPP] ng at the door of eaeh wigwam 
lw would Hhake the gourd violently and talk as 
if: he were lor-turing. 

ITaving iinished thiR religious service, he left 
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the camp and did not return again until SUllM 
down. Probably, he crossed the river and went 
to his own village at the west end of Mendota 
Lake to get information concerning the ransom 
offered for the captives. He was a sly chief, 
and if he did not have considerable confidence 
in the success of his undertaking,iustead of 
taking the girls across to Blue Mounds he might 
have them run further down the river and there 
hold them longer in captivity. 

The thirty-first day of l\1:ay had arrived and 
for the second night the Indian::; eanlped on the 
west side of the Wisconsin l~iver. Before retir­
ing, White Crow for the firi:lt time ::;pDke to the 
girls in the English language. He inrillired 
wlwther their rather,mother, or any sister or 
brother, was alive, to which the girls replied 
that all had been killed on the day of their eap­
tivity. White Crow appeared sad, shook his 
head, and after hesitating a moment, said he 
would take the girls home in the morning. He 
.asked the girls if they thought the whites would 
hang him if he took them to the fort, to which 
they replied that on the contrary the people at 
the fort would give him mOlley and presents for 
his trouble. 

The conversation with White Crow roused the 
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hopes of the girls considerably, but a lingering 
doubt as to the truth of his words kept revolv­
ing in their minds throughout the night. 

The next morning the chiefs accompanied 
by about forty warriors put the girls in canoes 
and swam their horses across the river alongside 
of the canoes, landing above the mouth of Black 
Earth Creek. The horses were mounted in 
haste, but as most of the warriors had to travel 
on foot and were impeded by marshes and 
underbrush on the flat bo,ttom, the progress was 
slow. The girls watched the sun with eagerness 
in their endeavor to tell which way they were 
traveling and were assured thereby that they 
were again going "southward, although only in 
a circuitous course. :Hour after hour passed 
away, the girls all rthe while expecting to catch 
sight of the fort. Finally, as the sun was sink­
ing off over the Wisconsin River, the Indians 
once more camped for the night on the bank of 
a creek. 

There were two or three Indian families 
camped at this place, and on seeing the girls 
they e~pressed great joy. In a short time the 
squaws had prepared a supper consisting of 
pickled pork, potatoes, coffee and bread for the 
girls, White Crow and Whirling Thunder, the 
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rest of the Indians dining apart from them. 
The meal was the best cooked and the spread 
the cleanest that had been pla>ced before the 
girls, and it tempted their appetite so that they 
made a very fair meal, after which they felt 
sleepy and were glad when they could lie clown 
to rest. In a short time mOHt of the Indians had 
retired, excepting White Crow, who seated him­
self close to the girls, where he smoked a pipe 
all night. This was the first time that a war­
rior had kept guard over them, and the infer­
ence of the girls was that the olel chief feared 
an attack of the Sacs who had visited their 
camp at Portage. ~rhe girls thought that per­
haps the Indian chief who had been rebuffed ·at 
that place might have gone after recruits, and 
thfllt at any moment the Indians might swoop 
down upon them. Now, when they were almost 
within gr.asp of their freedom, it racked the 
minds of the girls to think that there was a 
possibility of being slaughtered or again carried 
into captivity. In this condition of mind the 
girls passed the night. 

The camp wa,s astir at sunrise and for the 
last time White Crow went around performing 
his religious service by rattling his gourds and 
addressing the Indians. Aftt1r breakfast the 
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girls were again mounted on their ponies and 
all moved forward over higher ground, and be" 
fore ten 0 'clock they had reached the l\1ilitary 
Road from F:art Winnebago, by way of Blu~ 
MOlmds, to Prairie du Ohien. 'rhe sight of the 
wagon tracl~s was the first sign of civilization 
that the girls had observed since their captivity 
and increased ,their confidence in tho probability 
of their early release. Also, the road was much 
better than any they had traveled Hinec then' 
eapture. It led throug'h groves and oak 01>011" 
ings, along the high ridge that is unbroken to 
the Mississippi River. Inspirations of: hope wore 
necess<ary to revive the girls' spirits and ona.ble 
them to complete t11O' remainder of: their long 
journey, as they were exhausted to the verge of: 
conapse.. IIope is a great stimulant, and it WitH 
on thk,; tha,t the girls were now subsisting. 

"AUSp,iiOious Hoped in thy swc<ot gn.rdoll grow 
Wreaths fo,r (~ach toil, a ChU,l'lU f'or every WOH." 

About two o'cLock in the aftornoon the In" 
dians halted lor lunch ,and to l(~t their hol'scfoJ 
feed. The principal rood was duel<: Oggkl7 noarly 
ha,tehed, that tho Indians ntc with l'OliHh, hut 
which the girls rejected with disgust. After 
hmch they had 110t traveled :far until they 
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eauwht sight of Blue Mounds l~\n't in the dis­
bUlce. 'White Crow took a, white handkerchief 
that Rachel had tied on her head, which he 
fastened on a pole for a fLag of truce, and rode 
in advRnee or the Indians and their captives. In 
a short time I.Jieutenant Bdward Beouchard, 
W,}1O was commander n,t the rort, met them and 
nd<lressfHl the Indians in their ,own la,nguage. 
~l'h'e warriors now formed a, eire1e into which 
Boolle.harc1 rode and he anCl the Indians talked 
Itt; eonsiderable longth. According to Beoueh­
moel's snbseqnent stntement the Indians were 
unwilling to givo up the girls until they were 
Il:HSlU~e<l hy Col. Gratiot that the $2,000 reward 
w,oul<l be ]ntid. Boonehal'd having assured the 
girls that they would be well treated by the 
Indians nntil his return, went back to the fort 
and soon returned with Col. Henry Gratiot, the 
Indian agent, and a com.pany of soldiers in 
whieh Edward and Henson lIall, uncles of the 
eaptiv(~s, were serving as privates. 

Ool. Gratiot assured the Indians that the re­
wH,rd for the rescme of the girls would be paid. 
Also, he invited the Indians to be his guests ,at 
the fort, and thUit he woultl prepare a big fe,ast 
for thorn. ~rhe Indians being very hungry the 
fen.Rt nppon.lml very Atrongly to them. FinallY7 
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the chiefs agreed to place the gil'll'! in the eusM 
tody ·of Col. Gratiot until tho reward would be 
paid, the Indians l'ctailling tho right to tho re­
turn of the capti yes if the gOVG1'1111lou1; failed to 
pay. 

':Phe calico dresseH which the girls had. re­
ceived from tho Iudians, }ut<l become torn by 
riding through brake, bri.arH au(l brnsh, and 
wit,h their soiled faces awl di~·;lwv(ll(ltl hail', lUlidn 
them objectH of pity.:!t III a RellH(~, the girls 
bearing' their crOHSClS~ had :i:'o]lowe(l their Master 
up Calvary to its summit, wlwl'(\ lIe granted 
their prayer by Rotting them froe. 

~I!B, Smith's Biat. ,of Wis., 214, 22G. 



CHAPTER XI. 
I{,OYALLY WELCOMED. 

Following cLose behind the soldiers that went 
out with Cql. Gratiot ,to meet the Indians with 
the girls, were the ladies of the Fort, including 
the wives of the commanding officers, ancl al­
though the Indians had delivered the girls into 
the custody of Col. Gratiot, the ladies imme­
diately took charge of them, and after kissing 
and hugging them affectionately, conducted 
them to the Fort, where the girls were fur­
ni,shec1 with new clothes and the 'best meal that 
the place could produce. After dining the girls 
became sleepy and reth'ed to rest, feeling per­
fectly secure. 

"Sleep,! ,to the home1ess thou are home; 
The friendles·s 'find in thee a friend; 
And well .is, where,soe'er he r·oam, 
Who meets thee at hi,S journey's end." 

A messenger who had been dispatched for 
Col. Dodge, met him on his way to the Mounds 
in company with Capt. Bion Gratiot, a brother 
o~ 001. Henry Gr·atiot. On his arrival Col. 
Dodge immediately aS8umed general command 
of the place. fIe <jnvited the Indian chiefs, 
White Or,ow, W,hirlil1g Thunder and Spotted 

[81] 
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Arm, into the Fort, and fed them sumptuously. 
Ebenezer Brigham who lived at the east end of 
the Mounds contributed a big fat steer for the 
feast. After the feast, lodgings for the Indians 
were prepared, beds for the chiefs having been 
provided in one ·0£ the cottages. Having every~ 
thing comfortably arranged, the Colonel retired 
and wa;s soon fast asleep. 

About an hour after Col. Dodge hall gone to 
bed, Oapt. Gratiot camo rushing to his eabin in 
an excited manner, calling to him to, roUSe up 
and prepare for action immediately. He in­
formed the Colonel that the Indian chiefs whom 
the Colonel had placed in the cottage, had gone 
out to some brush near by and apparently were 
inciting the Indians to make an attack upon the 
Fort. White Crow had come to the Captain and 
~fter telling him that the whites were a soft~ 

shened breed and no good to fight (referring to 
Stillman's defeat), he closed by advising the 
Captain to tell his brother, Col. Gratiot, the In­
dians' friend, to go home and not stay ,at the 
fort. Also, Capt. Gratiot had observed the mell 
whetting their knives, tomahawks and spears, 
and it was learned that Itwo ,of the warriors had 
been sent to the Wiinnebago camp early in the 
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t~V(millg, vrohably to obtain more Indians to 
attaek the li'ort. 

Col. Dodge~ after listening attentively to the 
story .of Capt. G-ratiot, replied: "Do not be 
alarmed, sir; I will see that no harm befalls 
yon. " 

Col. Dodge then called the officer -of the 
guard and an interpreter and with six other 
men went out to where the Indians were and 
took -into custody White Crow and five of the 
other principal chiefs, and marched them into 
a cabin inside the palisade to secure obedience 
to his command. rl~hel1 after directing the 
proper officer to plaee a strong guard around 
th(~ cabin and double the guard ,around the 
whole ellcampm(~}ltt, the Colonel lay down with 
tho Illdllans. To carry out the Oolonel's orders 
took aU the men at the IPort, so that virtually 
the whole foree was under arms (luring the 
night.:l:! Once more the girls' lives were in 
;jeopardy. 

'1'ho night passed without another incident 
anel when the sun arose over the great plains to 
the nl1st, the girls were up and relished a good 
breakfast with the,ir friends that awaited them. 

n%X. Wis. r-nst. Col., 186. 
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Col. Dodge was out before the girls and he told 
the Indians that they must all go to Morrison'8 
Grove, a place where the road to Galena 
branches off the Military Road to Prairie du 
Chien, about fifteen miles west of Blue M01mds. 
The Indians-White Crow particularly-pro­
tested ag.ainS't goling, stating that their feet 
were sore from their long march in bringing the 
fIaU girls to the Mounds, and that thcy had 
shown such great magnanimity in riHldng their 
lives to ransom the prisoners that they shonld 
recelive their reward and be .a.llowed to return 
home. 0'01. Dodge frankly told them that he 
believed that they were in sympathy with Black 
I-Iawk and t,hat he should be ohliged to treat 
them as suspect.<:J. In vain diel White Crow use 
his eloquence in protesting his friendship for 
the whites, ·and after all was in readiness the 
Indians and soldiers accompanied by the IIall 
girls started on their mardI to Morrison's 
Grove, where they arrived before noon. Here 
George Medary kept a hotel in a large house 
built by ,the Morrison brothers of hewn logs, ad­
joining ·a cultivated field, one .of the first in the 
stute.lIiI 

The ladies looked after thc comfort· of the 

onXIn. Wis. Hi,st. Col., 341; "W1aubun," 111. 
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gil-hl, whom they weleollwcl with much exhibi­
t.i()/l of joy and alTeeti()ll, :lIlcl Col. Dodge, after 
lin v ing the hllliaml well feel, ordered the chiefs 
to liJW th(~lll up Illltil he could talk to them. 

l i'irH1. Col. Dodge explained the alarming sit­
uatioll HlIl'l'()lllldillg tho white settlers, and the 
ill fOl'lllatillll that hI! hact that the 'Winnebagoes 
wpr(~ lWHiUt.1,illg' to ;joill Black Hawk, and warned 
t.lllnll or .U\(~,ir deHtnwtioll if thoy should. take 
part; iu t.he Will' agaiw.;t; th(~ whites. Next Col. 
Gent.iot Hjlol\O t() tho Indians in their own 
{()Jlg-tIP, ill n ldndly manner, and after he had 
fill iHlwd \Vb ito Crow made tho following speech: 
"Ji'n1.lH'l'H, wheu you H(Hlt; It 1'O(lu08t to me to go 
will j,o l'.anf.:Olll t.hmw two white WOHlCHl, we 

enllnd Oil nIl of 0111' pODplu who WOl'e around us 

and Uwy gaV(l all ot' their wampnm, trinkets 
and (wrll! alld WH OW ('.hi(~fH gave tell horses. 
rI'lw IJitiJn Prins'I" 1, HIHI two ()thers, went to the 
Ha.nk:..; to lillY tho priROll/H'H. VYe soon succeeded 
in huyillg' ()IlO, 1m\; for a tillW (wnW not succeed 
in huying tlw o1;lwr. Aftnr wo had bought one, 
WI! demandnll tho oUWl'. rrhey said, ' No, we 
will rlOt give lwr 11p. 'We have lost too much 
hlood. We wi11 kCHlP her.' 

"Wo told thmn: err yon don't give her up, 
we will raiRe t.}w tomahawlr and take her.' T 
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had a horse which you, father (Gratiot,), g.a vo 
me. It was the last horse that I had. I told 
them that I would give them that horse to oh­
t,ain the prisoner. At sundown they gave me 
the girls and I gave them the horse. ~rlw IJittle 
Priest took one of the girls and I took th{~ other 
and put them on horses. A Sauk eamo, as we 
were about to start, and a,uempted to cut off the 
hair of one of the girls. I caught his hand ·and 
prevented him, but allowed him afterwards to 
cut a s,mall lode rPhese white sisters were very 
much affected and my young daught~r cried to 
,see these white sisters so clistressod. Our women 
bought clothes rr'om the Sauks and g,avo them. 
These sisters will tell yon that we mado thenl 
sleep together, and the danghter of tlw ldttle 
Priest slept on one side of thom and my <laugh­
ter on the other side. W 0 were mortified that 
we could not 11se them botter. Our hlankets 
arc worn out and we could do no better. I 
tried to please ,and comfort thorn, but they were 
not accustomed to OUI· rnode of living and could 
not eat. 

"I-1ere are ou:r two sisters, wo bring thorn here 
to take their hands and give them into your 
bands. We have saved t·hei:r lives, for the 
Sauks intended to kill them. 
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"And now, fathers, ·all that we have to ask 
of you is that you will not put us or our chil. 
dren in the same situation that these white 
sisters were. We have brought them to you to 
prove to you that we are t·he friends of the 
Americans. "3' 

After listening to White Crow, Col. Dodge 
in:i:ormnd him that he would hold as hostages 
i:or the good conduct of the Winnebago Indians, 
their chiefs Spotted Arm, Whirling Thunder 
and IJittle Priest, to which the wiley 'Ohief made 
little objection, as he was trying to obtain as 
much goods as possible in final settlement of the 
reward, which was paid mostly in trinkets, 
blanket.r:l and horses. 

IIaving been woll fed and supplied with 
filunv}s lLnd blankntl; of brilliant colors, child­
like, the Indians were noW anxious to go home. 

White Crow, with a showing of much regre,t, 
bade good·bye to Sylvia and Rachel Hall. He 
wen t ovor the incidents of their rescno, and, to 
prove his friendship for the gids, offered to 
give each of them a Sac squaw as a servant for 
Hffl. 'rhe girls t.hankec1 him, but said that they 
dhl not want any human being to be taken away 
fronl her people a,q they had been from theirs. 

"Report of Col. Gra.tiot in U. S .. files. 
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The girl'S then bade adieu to all the Indians, 
towards whom their hearts had changed, and 
for whom they now felt considerable friench;hip. 
rrhe eloquence of 'White Crow made an impres­
sion on the yOUllg women, as he spoke in a sym­
pathetic tone lmexpected kind word,s that 
touched their hearts. 

After resting at Morrison's durin g tho after­
noon and night, early the next morning tho HoI­
diers with their Indian hostages and the girls, 
proceeded along the Galena road t,o P'ort l)e­
fiance, which was located five milCH southem;t 
0'£ Mineral Poiut. nere again the girls were 
well cared for by the wives of the oflicerH, llnd 
the most sumptuous meal tlut1; eOllld 1)(\ pre­
pared waH set before them, a.nd ,their short stay 
made ,as plea~;ant aR possihle.311 

After dinner, with the eon voy of soldiers and 
the Indian hostages, the girls again moved OIl 

to Gratiot's Grov<\ ahout It In ile HOll th 0 r 8h U)]H­

burg, and fourt(~en miles llOrth(m~d; of On]mlu. 
At this place thm'c \vas a village of twnnt.Y fam­
ilies, with a hotel all<.1 a, garril-wll 0:[ United 
States soldiers. IID 1:'he leading lady of the pIneo 
was Oapt. Gratiot's wife, a l~rench woman or 
excellent education, whose· mother had been 

D~X. W'is. Hiat" 001., 340. 
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lady-in-waiting to Queen Marie Antoinette. 
rvIrs. Gratiot, who was noted for her hospitality, 
tonk charge of the girls and entertained them 
lavishly .at her home.37 

Gratiot's Grove, 'which became renowned as 
the most beautiful spot in the northwest, is 
dnseribed by Mrs. Gratiot as follows: "Never 
in my wanilerings had I beheld a prettier place; 
the hnuntiful rolling hill'S extending to Blue 
M:OluH1H, a diRtanee of thirty miles, the magnifi­
eont grove, as yot untouched by the falling axe, 
fornwd tlw graeeful franw for the lovely land­
Heape. "311 rrhoodore Huclolph, a Swiss traveler 
who was at Gratiot '9 Grove in the spring of 
1832, deserihing the plaee says: "The vast 
prairie, as far as the eye could reach, was 
elothoc1 with a carpet ·of riehest green, inter­
~lporsecl wHh gorgeous wild flowers, of brilUant 
huos of reel, bInG, a.nd yellow, in fact every color 
or the rainbow-romillding one of t·he garden 
crr Bden, ,as onr youthful fnneies never failed to 
paint it for lIB. "30 

nax. Wis. Hls,t. 001., 256. 
ft1X. Wis. I-l1st. 0:>1., 18·6, 246. 
~8X. Wi s. Hist. Col., 286. 
8DXV. Wis. I·net. 001., 345. 



CHAPTER XII. 
HOl\lBW Al{,J) B()ll N 1). 

"Oh! sweet is the longed·for IHlven oJ: rBst! 
And dear are the loved ones we oft ,have: ,caresl:H~tl! 

And fair are: the home' scenes that gladden tlH1 
view-

The far-wooded hiillss;t:retclling up to t.he, blue, 
The lake's U:mpid splendor,t.hech'cling shoro, 

The feU and the fore:s,t, the me'ad and the moor, 
Are cilus'tered with mem'r,ies and, though we may 

roam, 
Their charm ever guides, us and whispe'l's of home!" 

-An,na C. Scanlan. 

The thought of returning to their home filled 
the girls' hearts with such joy ,as was possible 
under their circumstances. When they arose on 
the morning of their depv,rture from Gratiot's 
Grove, everything was inspiring. Never before 
had .the birds sung more sweetly 11 or h~Ld the 
flower'S looked more bea,utiful. rrhe whole vil· 
lage was astir early, and prQlbably thore was 
not one of the inhabitants who failecl to appear 
to bid ,the girls good-by(~. 

Oapt. Gratiot's wife malIe the g'irls Horne nice 
presents and had so endeared herself to them 
that although they had known her but a very 
short time, they left her with tears, and in tears. 

Finally, all being ready, with a convoy of sol~ 
diers the girls continued their journey to White 

[[)OJ 
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Oa.k Springs (10 miles northeast of Galena), 
nnar which they formerly lived and where they 
had many friends. It was then a mining village 
of e()nRidern.bl(~ size, but no.t so charming as 
Gratiot ''8 Grove. rrhere was a fort with 801-

(lim's at the plac(~, and all was in readiness to 
reel!ive t.he girls. As some of their relatives 
liYerI llear t.ho plll('(~, going there Hcc3Uled to them 
like going hom(~. 

Ouo 01' the fil'Ht Hu.rpl'hles that .the girls had, 
was to meet; thnil' hrot.her ,Tohn who they 
thought htl-tl boen murdorod at Indian Creek. 
110 hafl hnlHl mUHtcl'ecl .into the militia .and was 
~t1LtiOlHl(l at Oalcma, hut was gran,ted indefinite 
alHWIl(\(~ to go to !ll(wt his sistors and accompany 
thmll home. 

At White Oak Springs they received .a letter 
from thoir :former pastor, Hev. R. Horn, who 
had a mis!-lic>ll on the Illinois River where Robert 
Scott, an unele of ·the girls) lived. The letter 
was full of kindness and invited the girls t.o 
come to tllC Horn reRidencc' and make it their 
home. From th£l,t time on, all arrangements 
werre m·ado to that end. 

On the night o:P June sixteenth, great excite· 
mcnt was cansed by a messenger riding into 
tho town and annonncing that the battle of the 
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Peckatonica (18 miles northeast) had been 
fought, that .all ,the Indians that participated 
in it had ,been killed,. and that many of the 
whites had fallen. 'fhe shocking particulars, 
which were loathing to the girls, were told and 
retold. They had seen human blood Rpilled and 
they knew what such a sight meant, so it ~imply 
renewed their horror. 

The girls remained at White Oak 8p1'in ISH two 
weeks, durjng whieh their lady friend:..; nutde 
considerable clothing for them so that they had 
·a well-supplied wardrobe, considering the time 
and the border country. 'fhe men were not 
backward in the good work and presents of 
goods were given by the store-keepers and a 
small purse raised to help .to smooth their way. 

Also, old acquaintances were renewed and 
new friendships were formed from which it 
w.as hard to break away when it eame time to 
leave. From gruff old miners up to the army 
of(1.cer in his shoulder-HtrapH, the viHago folk 
gathered ar·ound the young ladies to wish them 
God-speed. 

The girls shook hands with everyhody and 
thanked them, individually and collectively, for 
their great kindness. In the last written state­
ment signed by Rachel I-Iall Munson and Sylvia 
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H all Horn, they say: "Weare very sorry we 
cannot recollect the names of those kind friends, 
that they might appear upon record ·as a tes­
timony of their kindness to ns in our destitute 
(~ondition. May the blessing8 of our Father in 
hea.veu, rm;i: upon t.hem all!" 

!i'rolll White Oak SpringR the girls went on 
t.o OulmHL, where they Htopped with an old ac­
<lUu,ill1;Hllee Hamed Bell and were supplied with 
rati<ms by the United States' army officers who 
(WllHi<lnl'od t.he girl:.; their guests. 

'nHlY .had not heen there many days before 
tlw Ht(~amb()Ht; "Willnebago" called for a load 
of l(~a<l to ta.ke to 8t. IJ()uis. ~rhe girls with 
tlwil' hr()tlwr ,Johu and their uncle Edward 
Ilall tonk 1>1l:H:·mgo down the Mississippi to St. 
IJouis wIwre thoy arrived ,Junc :30, and were re­
<wived 'hy (Jov. Olal'k who took them to his 
1101)10 and elltertail1Hd them as his guests:lO 

Un1:ortullu,tely, at that time t11e cholera was 
ill Ute city and meetings or people, public dem­
om;tra ti<mH, an d ell tertahull en t8, were restrict­
(HI. Whiln tlw girl:;; d.id not f(~(~] like attend.ing 
ellterta.innlonts or going in society, the people 
or St. lJOuis wore anxious to entertain them. 

4°Letter of Governor Olarlt to Secretary of War, 
;June 30, 1832; 1I1.,ue of A. S . .Tohnston," .Johnston, 23. 



94 HOlVllij\VA n,n BOUND. 

A purse of $470.00 was collected, and, at the 
request of the girls, was put into ,the hands of 
1\11'. IIorn for investment. Other small sums of 
money were given to the girls to pay their in­
cidental expenses, and articles for their com­
fort were presented to them. 

The girls were anxious to go home, and in 
company wi.th their broth(~r ,Tohn and Unde 
Edward they boarded the steamer" Carolina" 
for Beardstown, Ill., from where they wero 
taken to the home of their uncle l~ol>ert fi.eott, 
close to Mr. IIorn's. Here they remained until 
Fall, when they went to the home of: the-ir 
brother John who hac1 reeently married and 
settled on a homestead ill Bureau County, about 
twenty miles west or the Davis Settlem<mt. 



IWi\J,\N('1<) .\Nn IIlSTOIty. 

At a little country store down in Indiana 
where tlw settlers usually gathered to read the 
w(H~kly IH!,wSIHtper, William Munson, a young 
Ulall who was horn in New York, first heard of 
Ow Ilall girls aJul their wonderful adventure. 
n(~ wm; ill tlw west seeking his fortune, and, 
hnillg all atlmirer of the brave ·and full of youth­
rul firo, IHl l'mnarked to the people that he 
wDuld somo (lay marry one ·of those girls. His 
I1(Htl'Ost; frieIHls did not take him seriously, and 
1.110 mattel' as it passillg joke was soon forgot­
tml. However, with him it becanlO a fixed idea, 
mul ill tho Hpring of: 1888 he went to Illinois and 
took llP u ImHl e1u,im jn tho neighborhood where 
;1 (l1m W. Hall lived. 

gVHl'Y good womo.n is not s·atisfied until she 
lutH it homo of hoI' own. rrhis natural longing 
waH !lar.ticm]u,rly Atrong ill the minds of the 
TIan girlH, WhORO home had been destroyed. 

rl'lwre iH no roeord o£ how William Munson 
firNt mot RIl.c!hC!l Hall, but out' information shows 
that tlwir eonrtship was short; for in March, 
I8BB, thoy worr. united in marriage, and shortly 
afterwards thoy settled down on the land claim 
entored by her fa.ther, ,about a mile. and a half 

[0:;1 







98 \{.(),MANUg ANn IIlf:-1fI'ORY. 

of Ottawa. Mr. Heed's daughter ]'annie mar­
ried James H. Eckles who was United States 
'rrea:surer under Cleveland. lVII's. Eckles' 
daughter Wjnnie is married to Judge Kenesaw 
l\1onnt,ain Landis, of Chicago. 'William l\.funson, 
Jr., married Delia Shaver, and the othor surviv­
mg sons, Louis and Elliot, never marrir.d. 

Edward Vance, a grand-son or Mrs. lVI11n80n, 
is a well-known lawyer in South Dakota, and 
Douglas Dunavan is a prominent hliwycr at Qt-

. tawa, Illinois. We shall not attempt to give 
sketches of the various descendents of Mrs. 
MlU1S011, as it would expand too much the limits 
or this volume. 

The shock of the massacre and consequent 
captivity impaired the splendid constitution of 
Mrs.. lVIul1son, who thereafter suffored from ner­
vousness; but through the earlier part of her 
life, she manifested unusual vigor. As Mrs. 
Munson passed middle life she failed rapidly, 
and on May 1, 1870, she closed her earthly 
career anel was laid to rest in the garden beside 
her infant children who hacl gone before her, 
anel when Mr. Munson died he' was interred be­
side his f.aithful wife. Their graves are about 
ohe and -one-half miles east of Shabona Park, 
on the original lIall homestead. 
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left wit.h her sister to make hor honw with hel:' 
brother John, she and Mr. Horn l()okt~(l Up011 

each other with great affectioll. 'rhe rnal'l'iag(j 
of Rachel emphasized the yeal'nings of Hylvitt 
for her own hOJnc, ana May f), H~:m, ~;}w waf;; 
married to Mr.lIorn ana sottio(l ill CaSH COUllty, 
:Illinois. '1'hore WlH'O bOl'll to Mr. and Mrs. 1101'11, 

eleven children. Mr. Horll's v()Cmtioll enllo(l 
him from one pIneo (;0 another. Baving HtU'v(Hl 
in the ministry in Illinois, ho Hl'Ht wlm!: to MiN~ 
souri, thence to Pel'll, Neln'HHka, JI(\xt to H pHl'~ 

ish neal' IJinenlll, H1Hl finnlly Hntl,]pd dowlI Itt 
I 

Anlmrn, Nemaha COllnty, N(~I>I'nHlw., whnl'(' 110 
died :May 8, 1888, l<laviI.g' hilll Nl1l'vivillg', his 
widow, M:l'H. Sylvia lIall 1101'11, and H(wnt'n.1 
ehildrcn and gl'aIHl-c',hildl'(ltl. 

Mr. Horn heeauw all <ll<1m' 01' tlw M. I~. IiJpiN­
eOl1alchnreh, alld hold ~mvel'al high nhlll'dl of­
fi('.es. Bldor JIOJ'1l was 1}()1;(~(1 ro}' hiH illtollHe 
religions zeal, and, figm·,ativul.v HIHmking, hn 
died in the lla,rn(~H~ of (~XhnuHti()1l aJld old ago. 
He was buried in IVa. Vel'Il0l1 ()Pllwhn'y, Poru, 
Nebraska. 

After the (loath of BIder 110)'11, M 1'14. Bylvin, 
Hall IIorn madn hot' hOUIO with lwl' HOll, rphomas 
S. IIoI'll, in Auhurn, Nobl'aska, whor~ Hhc died 
,January 11, 1800, aged 85 years, .10 mouths and 
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16 days. Mrs. IIorn was buried beside her hus­
band with whom she had happily lived for 55 
years. She left surviving her a host of de­
scendants. 

In the fall of 1867, John "W. Hall, Mrs. MUll­

son,and her husband, made a visit to Elder 
Horn's, Auburn, Nebraska, during whieh Mr. 
Hall and his sisters n~trrated the incidents of 
the massacre and captivity, whieh were reduced 
to writing by the Elder and published. rrhe 
manuscripts are now in the cmstody of Mrs. 
Eckels of Chicago. In his statmncllt :1\11'. Hall 
says: II After thirty-five years or toil have 
pased ·over my head since the memorable occa­
sion, my memory is in some things rather dim." 
Mrs. Munson and Mrs. IIorn close their recital 
as follows: tlThus we have given the circum­
stances of our captivity and the rescue as nearly 
as 'we can recollect at this d.ate, September 7, 
1867." The former published statements of 
the ladies substantially agree with this last 
one. All their 'statements and public interviews 
have 'been freely used and completely worked 
into thi.s n·arrative. 41 

In 1833 the state of Illinois donated to Mrs. 
413 Smith',s <lHis,to,ry of Wls,consin" (1854), 187; 

"The Bl8ick Hawk W,ar" (Steven.s), 150. 





Munson and Mrs, Horn, 160 acreR of land that 
the United States had given to the state to­
wards the construction of the callal hetween 
Chicago ,anel Ottawa. At that time the land 
was not valuable, and netted uut a small smll 
to the ladies. Now that land if:! within the city 
of Joliet and is worth considerable nWlley. 

It has been ·asserted-and publishc(l in honks, 

that Congress voted gifts 01: 1110l1OY to the girls; 
but in answer to an inquiry llHl.do n,t, the Unit(Hl 

St.ates Treasury, the author was informed t.hat 
no such appropr.iation has evor hom1 nlluln, and 
Mrs, Dunavan says tha.t Hlw llovor 1m (!W oJ lwl' 
mother '8 receiving any money from tJw govm'l\­

ment. 
In 18:37 Mr, Munson croeted a vnry haIHhlOmo 

monument; on the spot Iwhore his wife's parents 
and the others who died with thmn wero buried. 
It is a graceful shaft. 

In 1905, through the oJl\n'ts of friuncls of tho 
persons who were nUl,ssaered at; Indian C~l'(\(1k 

OIl May 21st, 18B2, tho IllinoiH logiKlatul'o apw 
propriated the sum of fivo thouHnrHl doll arK to 
place ,a monument at the grave where tlw vie­
tims were huricc1.42 On AugnHt 20, IDOG, the 

42La wsof Illinois, 190,5, p. 42. 
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new monument was dedicated with much cere­
mony, music and orations. Among the speakers 
were the venerable Hon. John W. Henderson 
and his brother, Gen. rr. J. Henderson, who 
were boys at the time that the massacre oc­
curred, the former being one of the persons 
who werH planting corn south of the Davis cot­
tage on that day, and who with John W. Hall 
escaped to Ottawa. 

A full aeeonnt 0:[ the dedication will be found 
in the neWSpapel'H and in the records of: the 
Illinois HiHi;ol'ical Soeiety.'w 

4nHOtt,llwa Journal," Augns,t 30, 1906; "Bureau 
Oounty Re,pubUcan," August 30, 19()(j; XI!., "Trans­
actions of the Illinois State Historical Society," p. 
339. 



CHAprrER XIV. 
SHABONA.->:-

The story or the Hall girls' adventureR would 
not be properly finished without some :further 
mention of Chief Shabona. Probaoly no other 
Indian in the West knew more white people) 
individually, than he knew; also, he was known 
at sight to more white people than 'was any 
other chief of his ti;me. His name was so famil" 
iar among the whites, that jts mere mention was 
a safe passport to any home of the settlers. 

*This chief's name is speUe<d in many different 
ways, to"wit: "Sha"boID"ri," in Smith's History of 
Wisconsin; "Shah-be'e~nay," ,by Mrs. Kinzie in Wau­
Bun; "Shaubena," by Matson; "Sohau-he-nee," by 
Kingston; "Ghab-on-eh," "'Shab"eh-ney," "8habonce," 
and "Shaubena," in the Apple,ton's, Ency.clopedia of 
Ameri,can Biograpihie,s, and on his tombstone his 
name is spelled "Shabona". In Illinois, places, named 
af.te,r him are spelled Shiabbona and Shabonier, the 
latter being the Fren<ili s,pelling. As Mr. Smith, Mrs. 
Kinzie, Mr. M:atson, and Mr. Kingston, knew Sha­
bona. weU, the weight .of e,videlJl,ce ,seems to bB !ll 
favor of spelling his name Shraubena, which is in 
tlJc,cordan'ce with the' a,pelling of Indl,an words. The 
se'cond b is not ihe,ard in the usual pronounciation of 
"Shabbona" (Shab'-ell-ney), and it ,causes strangerE:l 
to misp.flonoulloce the name. Even the word "Sa.c", 
is usuallypron,ounced Samk, and is gene'r:ally spelled 
S,auk. Ve,ry many ,Indian names have the di'phthoug 
artloas shown by names of rive,rs and placels. Conse­
quently, it would se,em that the first ,sylI.able should 
be speUed S-'h ... a-u-b. 

[lOll] 
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Shabona was well aware of that f.act and he 
alwaYR introduced himself as ":Mr. Shabona." 

Baldwin says that Shabona was born in 
Canada; but Matson asserts that he was born on 
the Kankakee in 'Will County, Illinois; and the 
, 'Handbook of American Indians" gives Mau· 
mee River, Illinois, as his birthplace. This con­
tention of many countries as the place of Sha­
bona, 's hirth, proves the greatness oJ: the man. 
Argos, Rhodes, Smyrna, Chios, Colophon, and 
several other cities, claim to be the birthplace 
of Homer; and Scotland, England, Wales, and 
Bl'itany, of 81;. Patriek. AuthOl'H agree that 
Shabona was born in 1775 and dwelt at Sha­
hona, 's, Grove for fifty yea,rs. He was a grand­
nephew of Pontiac and his father who was an 
Ottawa chier, rought uncler Pontiac. Shahon,a 
waH six feet tall, erect, ,and weighed over two 
hundred pounds. 

During the wars of 1812, 1827 and 1832, 
Shwbonu l'cmdered great services to the white 
people by saving the lives of many of them who 
were, taken captives hy the Indians, and by pro­
tecting the home of John Kinzie ,and his friends 
during the Chicago massacre. lIowever, with 
his tribe he joined in the borcl.er war against 
the whites .ap,clfollght beside T'ecumseh when 
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he fell at the battle of the Thames. rrhat was 
the last time that Shabona raised a hand against 
the white people. 

When Col. Richard M. Johnson, who com­
manded the American army at tho rrhames be­
came vice-president of the United States, Sha­
bona made a visit to him .at Washington. rrhe 
vice-president gave Shabona a heavy gold ring, 
which he wore untn his death and at his reqncHt 
it was buried with him. 

On account of Shabona's great servieos to the 
white people, the state of Illinois gave him two 
and one-half sections of laud at the site of his 
Pa!W'-Paw Village. In 1887 the last of Sha­
bona '8 tribe having been moved to a Kansas 
reservation, he followed them with his family 
consisting or twenty-seven persons, jncluc1ing 
his son Pypagee and nephew Pyps who were 
soon thereafter slain by the Sacs for the parts 
that they played in notifying' the whites to fice 
to Ottawa, before the massacre at Indian Creek. 
Shabona was warned that the Sacs were schem­
ing to assassinate him, because of his efforts to 
save the whites, ,and in 1855 he returned to 
Illinois. 

Before Shabona left Illinois for Kansas, he 
placed his lands in the hands of an agent namE~d 
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Norton to collect the rents, pay the taxes and 
to look after them generally. Unconscionable 
settl<H'ssqllatted on Shabona's lands and filed 
jn the government land office, affidavits that 
ShabonC1 had abanuollecl the lands, and on that 
proor and some technicalities the lands were 
again sold as public lands, and on Shabona's 
l'eturn he round his domajn in the possession 
of: the squatters who claimed to be the owners. 
ShabOIHl,coulcl not help feeling that he had been 
cheated by the whites, after all he had done for 
them, and the old mall sat on a log near where 
his village had formerly stood and wept 
bittorly. 

"Allld man, whose heave'n-erect.ed face 
T',he smiles of love ,adorn, 
Man's inlmmanity ,to man 
Malens cotmtlelss thousands mourn!" 

Bhortly after his return, as Shabona was cut­
ting a few poles. to erect ,a tent on the margin 
of the grovo that bore his name, a settler at­
taeked him and forcibly drove him off the land, 
and shamefully abused the old man. Then for 
some time homeless, he wandered ,about from 
pIneo to place, the few remaining whites whom 
he had befriended, always givjng him a warm 
wolcome. The old warrior's plight aroused the 



no RHABONA. 

dormant gr.atitude of a few whites who raised 

a fund with which they bought for him at Sen~ 

eca, on Mazon Creek, near the Illinois River, 

twenty acres -of land which they cultivated and 

erected a dwelling-house thereon. Because of 

his natural desire to live ol1t~doors, ShahonH 

lived in a tent nearby and used the cottage f01 

storage purposes. 'rhrough th\~ efforts of his 

friends, the government gran ted him a. pension 

of two hundred dollars a year, Oll whieh he sub­

sisted until he died ill 1859, at the ago of eighty~ 

four yearR, an(1 was buried in Evergl'Oml Ceme­

tery, at MOl'ris, Illinois.4-1 

When Shabona was dying~ he said: "" I want 

no monument erected to my memory; my lifo 

has been mark enough for me. " HO'wever, hi:.; 

friends erected at his grave a granite bonl<1er 

five feet long by three feet high, whieh bears 

only this simple inscription: (' Shabona, 1775-

1859. )'40 

H7, Wis. rIist. 001., 415-421; History at La 8(\.11(> 

County, B,alwin, 11 O. 
4rIIlEve·rgr~e'n Ceme,tery" (prlnted l>amphll~t), }> •• {, 



OHAPTER XV. 
CO-MEE AND TO-QUA-MEE. 

Some of our readers may ask, Was anyone 
prosecuted for the massacre at Indian Oreek? 
Oh, yes! Oo~mee and To-qua-mee who had tried 
to buy Rachel and Sylvia Hall from their father, 
as related in Ohapter IlL, were, in the spring 
of 1833, at Ottawa, Illinois, indicted by a grand 
jury, and a warrant issued and placed in the 
hands of Sheriff George E. Wal~{er who had 
been an Indian trader and spoke the Pottawat­
omie language, to make the arrests. The In­
dians had gone to Iowa with Black I-Iawk and 
had become members of his tribe . 

.Alone, Sheriff Walker went to the Sac reser­
vation . and placed the Indians under arrest.' 
The two Indians made no resistance, but un­
shackled accompanied the sheriff to Ottawa. 
They were allowed to go on a bond signed by 
themselves, Shabona, and several other In­
dians, upon their promises upon their honor to 
return for trial. 

When the time for the trial arrived the In­
dians were 'On hand, although they had told 
their friends that they expected to be executed. 
Many of the friends of the people who had been 

[111] 



massacred, a,rmed and threatenjng to shoot the 

prisoners, if they should be, liberated, attended 

the, trial. There was no jail in Ottawa at the 

time, so the trial was held under a great tree 

on the bank of the Illinois. All through the 

trial the sheriff with a posse of ·armed men, 

guarded the Indiam.;. 
Mrs. Munson and Mrs. Horn, the prineipal 

witnesses, could not positively identify either 

of the Indians, and as the Indiaus had volun­

tarily stood their trial when they might have 

escaped, the jury acquitted them. Whell the 

trial was over the Indians' friends gave them a 

banquet at Buffalo Hock (six miles down the 

Illinois), to whieh the sheriff and several uther 

prominent men of the time were invited. A 

fat deer and choice game were parts of the 

menu, and a great red-white pow-wow was a 

part of the celebration. 

It is said that subseqnently when TO"(lUa-mee 

and Co-mee were chinking with their friends, 

they admitted that they were present at the 

massacre, and that they took pl1rt in it only 

because they were angered ,at Davis rOl' hiild. 

ing. the dam aicross Indian Creek. Also, they 

stated that it wa::l through their influence that 

the lives of the· Hall girls were spared, which 
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was ,an express condition upon which they in­
sisted before they would take part in the mas­
Flacre. However, Black Hawk in his autobiog­
raphy states that it was the Hac Indians who 
saved the lives of the girls; and White Crow in 
his speech at Morrison's, said that the Sacs in­
tended to kill the girls and that the Winneba­
goes saved their lives. 46 

{OX!. TranslacltilOns of Illinois Htstori'cal S.ociety, 
1906, p. 313; Memorie,s of Shabona, 165-168; Black 
Hawl{'s Autobiography, 111; Ante, p. 83. 
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No one is satiRfied with an incomplete story. 
rrhe very meagre and inconsiRtent aCt{Wtluts of 
the ad.ventures of Sylvia and Hachel TTall 
(familiarly known aH tl1(~ "Hall girls") hereto­
fore publishod, merely exeit(~d one '8 curi osity to 
know the whole story. rrlw ladicR·' Rtatements 
that have ht~(m plllbliRhed, gaVt~ only an outline 
(Ii' the f~1ets as far as they knew thorn perRon­
nlly. reo obtain all the faetR, r(~quire(l much in­
v(ll-d;igation of books and a great deal of enrro­
Hpondenee with historieal societies, editors of 
lJOwspaIWl'R and the War and tho Interior De­
partment of the United StateR. AlRO, the writer 
has had pO'rsonal interviews with relatives of 
the Misses HaU, and has traveled over the 
ground and oxa,mined all the evidence that now 
appoars. from the lo'cation of the little cottage 
Oil Indian Creek to Galena where the girls took 
a boat for St. IJouis. 

Mr14. A. Miranda Dunavan, H, daughter or 
IYfrs. Haehnl Hall M'tmson (the younger cap­
Live), gave me the family history of he'r mother; 
and Miss Sylvia E. IIorn or ldncoln. Nebraska, 
and Mr. C. II. Horn of lVfackinaw, Illinois, 

1:11 



PR.E-FACE. 

grand-children of 1\l[rs. Sylvia Hall Horn (the 
elder captive), contributed the history of the 
Horn family. Thus every fact in the following 
pages is stated upon the best eviden,ce. 

To gather all the traditions that still linger 
along the course over which the Indians trav­
eled with their captives, the writer enlisted the 
services of his nieces, 1\l[iss Gertrude Scanlan 
of Fennimore, Wisconsin, and Miss Marian 
Scanlan ·of Prairie du. Chien, whose grand­
fathers were pioneers in the lead regions. How­
ever, no fact has been stated on tradition with­
(lut the clues being verified by land records or 
government dOlcuments. 

Of course every lady wants to know how the 
girls looked. Unfortunately, there is no picture 
of either of them prior to middle life. Mrs. 
Dunavan lent to me a very rare da.gne1'reotype 
picture of her mother, 1\11'8. Munson, taken at 
the age of about forty-two years, and a photo­
graph of her aunt, 1\1rs. Sylvia Hall Horn, taken 
when she was over sixty years of age. Also, 
I borrowed from Mrs. Dunavan a tintype pic­
ture of herself when she was sixteen, which is 
said to be a very good likeness of her aunt 
Sylvia at the time that she was taken captive. 
These pictures are reproduced herein. The 
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1.1'H.tlitioll oj' tlw neighborhood iN that the girb; 
were nnuH1Ially handHfHne in hothfignre and 
face and of cll!ptivating kind <lispositions. rrI~ey 

were born ill Kontueky and carried with them 
to Illinois the southern <mlturc whieh ha.s won 
for the ladies of the South consideraJ)le fame in 
story and song. 

"She wa.s bred in old Kentueky, 
\iVllere lhe meadow gra,Hs grows bltH:\ 
'l'bprn's \.ho HunshillD of the ·emmtl'Y, 
III 111:11' l'aeo and manner too."-BraiHtud. 

M. il waHkon, 'W is. 
lnly Hi, 1D1 G. 
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In its natural condition, perhaps no more at­
traetive ,eountry ever laid before the eyes of 
man than that in which occurred the incidents 
of the fol1oW.illg lHl,rr}1tive. On the Honth it is 
b()rder(~tl by tho Illinois river, with its historic·al 
events beginning with the old Kaslmskia MiR­
sion oHta.l>lislwd by li'atherMarqnette in IG7H 
amidst tho lllOHt lWH,ntif:nl scenery ill the whole 
8tato -of Illiuois, whieh is now ineludcd in 
Starved Hoek State Park. 

'Wh~1t mrmlOrjes elnster arollnd old Kaskas­
kia! As the firl-li; cmpital 0,1: Illinois, it was vis­
i1;(\(1 by Gell. IJa ]:rayette and Presidents ~Jack­
HOIl, TJineoln, ~raylor ml(l Harrison; by ~Tefferson 
Dn,vis, Gen. AU)ol't Sidney Johnson, ,and by 
lloarly every other man who was, prominent in 
TJuited States history prior to 18H7, when 
Spring.llchl became the state capital. 

On the east ror more than one hundred miles 
the Fox river, with itH sonreo in a heautiful 
lako near Waukosha, Wis·cnnsin, How:; south 
into tho Illinois, at Ottl1wa. Westward the great 
prairie ,gi;retches off to ana heyond the Hock 
rivor Whi<lh hftfoj. eroded a narrow valley through 

Inl 
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that otherwise flat plain. Besides Rock river 
the only important streams that lay in the 
course of travel of the Hall girls as prisoners, 
were' the Sycamore (South Kishwaukee) and 
the Kishwaukee in Illinois, and Turtle Creek, 
the Bark River and the Oconomowoc in Wis­
consin. 

We are told by geologists that during the 
quaternary age of the world, a great ice-1berg, 
moving down from the north, crushed all the 
trees ,and vegetation in its path, leveled most 
of the hills and filled most of the valleys as far 
south as the Ohio River. When that bo'dy of ice 
melted it formed lakes in the depressions which 
were not filled with till. Drumlins, eskers and 
kames, here and there, remain to indicate either 
the resistance of the prior formation or that 
quantities of earth filled the uneven under sur­
face of the ice at the time of its dissolution. 

By the action of the atmosphere, rains and 
cl ew, as centuries rolled on, vegetation sprang 
up all over that great plain, and springs to sup­
ply the greatest necessity of living things, br'Oke 
forth and flowed in streams that united into 
rivers as they rolled on to the sea. Along the 
streams were forests of trees-including many 
species of the oak, ash, sycamore, elm, sugar 
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maple, locust, hickory, walnut, butternut, lin­
den, cherry, buckeye, blackberry and many 
other familiar varieties. . Also, here and there 
stood groves that escaped the terrible prairie 
fires that almost every year swept over that 
vast plain. 

Game of many kinds, from the monstrous buf­
falo and timid deer down to the rabbit, the tur­
key, the prairie chicken, and the quail, was 
abundant. 

Last, and by no means least, was the beautiful 
flora of that country which was known as 
"The Paradise of the West."l A traveler who 
saw it in its natural condition, describes it as 
follows: "Albove all countries, this is the land 
of flowers. In the season, every prairie is an 
immense flower garden. In the early stages or 
spring flowers, the prevalent tint is peach blu­
ish; the next is a deeper red; then succeeds the 
yellow; and to the latest period of ·autumn the 
prairies exhibit a brilli~nt golden, scarlet and 
blue carpet, mingled with the green and brown 
ripened grass. "2 

'''Sweet waves the sea .of summer :flowers 
Around our wayside Clot s.o 'c.oy, 
Where IDileen 'sings ,away the hours 
Tha;t light my task in Illinois."-McGee. 

---
16 Wis. Hist. CoOL, 421; 10 Wis. Hist. Col., 246-7. 
2"Western Portraiture," Cou'on, 221. 
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vVhell the iirHt white man settled in Illinois, 
the Mascoutin Indians occupied the lands be­
tween the Illinois River and the waterway 
formed by the lilox and Wisconsin I{ivers from 
Ureen Bay to Prairie dn Chien. Later the Sacs, 
the l:roxes, and the }>ottawatamies, occupied the 
territory ·and had nHmy villages,. 'rhere were 
no llational boundary liI}(~s. A prominent route 
of tl'nvel wns the Kishwankee rl'rail from W·at­
NU(~n in Bftl.;torn Illinois up the Kankakee to 
whm'n it flows into the Illinois, and thence in 
a llorthwesterly cliroetion to the mouth of the 
Kishwaukce on H.oek HiveI', a.bout six miles be­
low :Blodeford. Dixon was tlw great center of 
trails. '1'he prineipal one was from Kaskaskia 
by way of: Dixon to Galena, Illinois. Numerous 
ot1wr trails conneetecl prominent points and 
vadous Indian vilh1ges. 

In 1804 a treaty was made with the Sacs and 
Foxes at St. Louis, of: which the principal pro­
vision were as follows: 

(t Article 1.. The United States receive the 
united Sac and Fox tribes into their friendship 
and protection ,and the Raid tribeR agree to COD­

Ila] 
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sider themselves under the protection of the 
United States, and no other power whatsoever. 

"Article 2. The General boundary line be­
tween the land of the United States and the said 
Indian tribes shall be as follows, to-wit: Be­
ginning at a point on the Missouri Riveroppo­
site to the mouth of the Gasconde River; thence, 
in a direct ,course so as to strike the River Jef­
freon to the Mississippi; thence, up the Missis­
sippi to the mouth of the Ouisc.onsing [Wiscon­
sin] River, and up the same to a point which 
shall be 36 miles in a direct line from the mouth 
of the said river, thence, by a direct line to the 
point where the Fox River (a branch of the 
Illinois) leaves the- small lake ,c.alled Sakaegan; 
thence, down the Fox River to the Illinois 
"River, and down the same to the Mississippi. 
And the said tribes, for and in consideration of 
the friendship and protection of the United 
States, which is now extended to them, of the 
goods (to the value of two thousand two hun­
dred and thirty...£our dollars and fifty cents) 
which are now delivered, .and of the annuity 
hereinafter stipulated to be paid, do hereby 
cede and relinquish forever, to the United 
States, all the lands included within the above 
described boundary. 
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"Artiele :~. 1.n eonsideration of the cession 
and relin<luishmont of land ma.de in the preced­
ing .artiele, the United States will deliver to the 
said tribes, at the town of St. Louis, or some 
other convenient place 011 the Mississippi, yearly 
and every year, goods suited to the circum­
stances of the Indians of the value of one thou­
sand dollars (six hundred of which are intended 
for the S~les and four hundred for the Foxes), 
reckoning that value at the first cost of the 
goods in the Oity or pIneo in the United States, 
where they f-lhall be procmred. And if the said 
tribes sha11 herea:fter at an annual delivery of 
the goods ~1'l:()r(lSaid, desire that a part of their 
annuity should he furnished in domestic ani­
mals, irnplemcmtH of husbandry, .and other uten­
Hils, eOl1voniont for them, or in compensation to 
lU·w:i:ul artHi(lOrR, who may reside with or near 
them, and be employed for their benefit, the 
sa.me shall, at th(~ su.bsequent annual delivery, 
be furnished accordingly. 

" Articlo 4. ~rhe United States will never in­
torrupt the s.aid tri.bes in the possession of the 
lands, whieh they rightfully claim, but will, on 
the contrary, protect them in the quiet enjoy­
mont of the same against their own citizens and 
a.gaim:;t; all other white persons, who may in-
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trude upon them. And the said tribes do here­
by engage that they will never sell their lands, 
or any part thereof, to any sovereign power but 
the United States, nor to the citizens or subjects 
of any other sovereign power, nor to the cit­
izens of the United States. 

* * * :)« * * * * * 
"Article 7. As long as the lands which are 

now ceded to the United States remain their 
[U. S.] property, the Indians belonging to the 
said tribes shall enjoy the privileges of living 
and hunting upon them."3 

The Chippewas, the Winnebagos, and the 
Pottawatamies, made claim to the same terri­
tory. Even the Foxes and Sacs claimed that 
the young chiefs who signed the treaty, were 
made drunk, and while' in that condition agreed 
to the treaty.4 Also, the Indians maintained 
that the United States would not allow them to 
hunt upon the "wHcl" lands, notwithstanding 
Art. 7 of the treaty and that the title thereto 
was still in the government. Therefore, the In­
dians refused to ratify the treaty, and the idea 
that they were grievously wronged became a 
fixed notion in the minds of the old chiefs, 

32 "Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties", 174. 
4Bla<Clr. Hawk's Autobiography, Le Claire, Ch. 3. 

12 "'The Republic", Irelan, 68. 





18 INDIAN TROUBLES. 

Black Hawk had fought with the English in 
the War of 1812, and by reason of the defeat of 
the English, including his own, he retained his 
natural desire for revenge against the Amer­
icans. He "vas born at Rock Island, and had as 
strong love for his n·ative place as was ever re­
tained by any white man. When Illinois be­
came a state in 1818, Black Hawk with all his 
people was ordered to move across the 11issis­
sippi into Iowa, which he reluctantly obeyed. 
However, he was never satisfied with his new 
10lcation, and in 1832 he again crossed the Mi8-
sissippi with four hundred warriors and all 
their squaws and children and squatted on his 
former possessions at Rock Island. He was 
ordered back to Iowa, but refused to go until 
he learned that troo-ps were being sent against 
him. With all his people he retired north along 
Rock River, followed by the Illinois militia, 
and when he reached a point about twenty-five 
miles south of Rockford, he halted and held a 
council of war with chiefs of the Pottawatomies 
and Winnebagoes, where he delivered the fol­
lowing speech: 

"I was born at the Sac Village, and here I 
spent my childhood, youth and manhood. I 
liked to look on this place with its surroundings 



IN J)IAN 'l'H.()UIH.lEH. H) 

of big rivers, shady groves and green prairies. 
Here are the graves or my rather and some of 
my children. 1-Iere I expected to live and die 
and lay my bones beside those near and dear 
to me; but now in myoId age I have been 
driven from my home, and dare not look again 
upon this loved spot." 

'l'he old chief choked with grief and tears 
flowed down his cheeks. Covering his face in 
his blanket, he remained silent for a few mo­
ments. Then wi'ping away his tears, he con­
tinued: 

( 'Before many moons you, too, will be com­
pelled to leave your homes. 'Phe haunts of your 
youth, your vilhl,ges, your corn fields, and your 
hunting grounds, will be in the possession or 
the whites, ftlld by them the graves oJ: your 
fathers will be plowed up, while your people 
will be retr(~~.1tjng towards the setting sun to 
find new homes beyonc1 the F·ather 0,£ Waters. 
We have heen as hrotherR; We fought side by 
sjc1e in the British war; we hunted together and 
slept under the same hlanket; we have mot at 
couneils ltnc1 at religious feasts; our poople are 
alik(~ anel onr intorests are the sarno. "0 

On the 14th day of May, 18!J2, the militia 

CMemorles of. Shaubena, 98. 
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under Major Stillman arrived within eight miles 
of the camp of a Black Hawk who sent three 
Indians under a flag of truce to negoti.ate a 
treaty with the whites. 'rhe wily chief also 
sent five other Indians. to a point where they 
could watch the unarmed braves carrying the 
white flag. Stillman's men refwring to recog­
nize the white flag set upon the India,ns, killed 
one and captured the others, and then set off 
after the other five who held their guns cross­
wise over thei!' heads as a sign of friendship. 
'rhe whites killed two of the [j ve and chased 
the others into Black Hawk's camp. rrhen the 
Indians set upon Stillman's army, emi; it to 
pieces, and chased the scattered remnants for 
many miles. The place of that baUle is known 
as "Stillman's Run."7 The disgrace of the en­
tire affair has been a dark blot upon the white 
m&n's bravery and his manner of dealing wji~h 
the Indians. Up to this time the Indians had 
committed no crime nor act of war against the 
whites.s 

Immediately after the engagement Black 
Hawk called another COlIDCil of his braves, at 

7"Life Q·f Albert Sidney J1ohnston," .Johnston, 35. 
812 W1is. Hist. 0,01., 230; "Hi,story of Indiana," 

Esarey, 323; "The Black Hawk War," 129·144. 
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the celebrated Chief Shabona (Shab-oh·noy)U 
who, fought beside Tecumseh at his down-fall at 
the battle of the Thames. Shabona pleaded 
with the Indian chiefs to give up the war and 
to return to Iowa, and when they refused to do 
so, he, his son Pypagee, and his nephew Pyps, 
mounted ponies and rode to the various white 
settlements and notified the people of: the dan­
ger of the Indians. The first horse with which 
Shabona started, dropped dead undor him; 
but he obtained ,another horse from a farmer 
and rode day and night nntil he had warned 
the whites at, all the settlements. 
"L:o, the poor Indian! whose untuto'red mind 

Sees God in ,thecloucls, ,or hears Hlm in the wind." 
-Popo. 

U7 Wis. Rist. Col., 32B, 415; "The Bladt Hawk Wln.r," 
Stevens, 160. 



THE DAVIS SETTLEMENT. 

The father of our heroines, William H,all, 
who was born in Georgia, migr.ated to Ken­
tucky where he married :Mary J. Wilburs, and 
in 1825 emigrated to Mackinaw, about fifteen 
miles south o,f Peoria, Illinois, where he opened 
a farm. Shortly afterwards he moved to the 
lead mines near Galena where he staid three 
years, and then returned to Lamoille, Bureau 
Oounty, Illinois. In the spring of 1832 he sold 
out his mining claim and settled upon a home­
stead about two miles east of the farm of Wil­
liam Davis. Prior to that time his oldest 
daughter, Temperance, had been married to 
Peter Cart-wright, but the other members of his 
family, consisting of his wife, three daughters­
Sylvia, aged 19, Rachel, aged 17, and Eliza­
beth, aged 8 years, and two boys, were liv­
ing with him. Some time prior to the mass·acre, 
two Indians named Co-mee and To-qua-mee, 
who had been frequent visitors at the Hall 
home and treated kindly by IV[r. Hall's daught­
ers, endeavored, after the custom of the Indians, 
to purchase Sylvia and Rachel from their 
father.lO 

lO"The Black Hawk War," Stevens, 149. 
[23J 
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In 1830, John H. Henderson emigrated from 
rrennessee to Indian Creek and settled on a 
homestead adjoining the land of Davis on the 
south. Subsequently the Hendersons became 
prominent politicians, both in Illinois and Iowa. 

In the spring of 1830, William Davis, ·a Ken­
tuckian, and a blacksmith by trade, settled on 
a land claim 011 Big Indian Creek, twelve miles 
nort.h of Ottowa, in the northern part of La 
Salle County, Illinois. He was the first white 
Hettler at that place. 

Agriculture and marriagic have always be.en 
the great necessiticH to found permanent civil­
izntion. rpo establish a. settlement in the gre-at 
west, at that time, a blacksmith shop and a mill 
were the next two great necessities, and around 
thOI'm the early settlers broke up the wild prairie 
ana on the upturned soel sowed buckwheat, tur­
nips and sod-corn, which within three months 
produeec1 their flrst food from the s·oH for them­
Relves and their stock. To" break" the tough 
prairie sod required a. sharp plowshare and col­
ter, which had to be resharpened frequently. 
Without the blacksmith the prairi,e could hardly 
be cultivated. The big ox-teams of the neigh­
bors, with which they had moved into the coun­
try, pulled the plow. Next, with the crop pro-



duced, the grist mill to grind the grain was n 
great necessity. 'rhe Indians and some of tho 
early settlers with hammers and stones pulver­
ized corn and wheat enough to supply their ab­
solute wants from day to day, but the whites, 
who had been accustomed to corn-meal and 
wheat-flour br·ead, were not satisfied with the 
mashed product. Therefore, Davis, who sup­
plied botJl of those great necessities, was a 
prominent man in the Da.vis Settlement. 

The mill-site was where the Sauk trail from 
Black Ifawk's Village at the mouth of the Rock 
River crossed Big Indian Greek and eontintlcd 
thence east to Canada, where the whole tribe 
of Sacs went every year to get thHir annuities 
from the English Governmen1;,12 Just a,hove tho 
ford the creek meandered t,hrough a flat-bot­
tomed gulch that was about two hundred feet 
wiele with precipitons banks about fi:l:teen(~oet 
high. At this point the stream flowed Houth· 
ea;sterly and was fringed along its eourso with 
woods that grew clense, and here' and tlwro ox· 
panded into groves, but n,t other places thorc} 
were openings where the prairie fires annua.lly 
destroyed the undergrowth and left standing 

UBlanchard's History of Illinois, 122, and HIstorical 
Map. 
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only the monarchs of the rorest. ~rhB north 
bank of the gulch had an incline of a\bout forty­
five d,egrees to the level of the prairie. On that 
bank in ,a sparsely timbered opening from which 
the prairie stretched off to the cardinal pointH 
of the compass, William Davis located hiH home 
and erected hisca;bin. About that ea.bin tlwru 
were trees that produced frnit, .fuel and hun­
bel', ·among whose branches were singing i>'il'dH 
of great variety, including the Cardinal, the 
Dickcissel, the Carolina Wren, the rphl'URh alld 
the Rol)in. By l\,lay the bn,nk was covered with 
a, carpet o:f: thick, waving gra88, diverHifin<l with 
ever-changing colored flower8, nntil thn (~l'lHd 

frost of I~all destroye(l tlWlll. It waH all 
idyllic spot. No doubt Davis hoped that Honw 
clay the Davis Settlement would lw,emne I>aviH 
City, and tha,t his, generatioIlH would l'ev(d j 11 

mans.ions that would replaeo the eottngn on the 
bank of that new ,Jordan, wlwl'c hr., liknKing 
David, jn his old age might Inw(~l among hiH 
people to pray. 

However, the hopes and aSII)iratiolls of tho 
Davis family were soon to he hlm;t:nd. Da viR 
was a powerful man and hiA K(mtneky hlnoc1 
fairly honed with reRellhncmt at any o'/renso, 
particularly one given hy all Indian, npon whom 



;rHE DAVIS SE'I'TLEl\lENT. 29 

he looked as an inferior. \Vith his gun and 
bowie knife Davis would fight a dozen Indians 
-aye, a score. It seemed as though he could 
play with them in the air as an athlete plays 
with Indian clubs. 

About one hundred and fifty feet south of 
his cottage, Davis erected a blacksmith shop 
and a mill. To ohtain water power for his mill 
it became necessary for Davis to put a dam 
across the stream. Six miles farther up Indian 
Creek there was an Indian village, and as the 
fiS'h naturally went up the stream every spring, 
there was good fishing at the village for the 
Indians. The dam prevented the fish from go­
ing up, and the Indians protested against this 
invasion of their rights. Davis, however, in­
sisted on his rights to build and maintain the 
dam, and bad feelings were engendered. 

One day in ApriI~ 18321 Davis discovered an 
Indian tearing an .outlet in the dam, and with 
a hickory stick he beat the Indian unmerci­
fully.13 Had he killed the Indian it might have 
ended the affair; but to whip an Indian with a 
stick as you would whip a dog, was an insult 
that incurred the resentment of the whole In­
dian village, and instilled in the Indian a rank-

13Bl3!Ck Hawk's Autobiograp.hy, Le Claire. Ch. xn. 





OfIAP1'ER IV. 
THE MASSACI{,K 

'rhe year 1831 was known to early settlers in 
Illinois as "The Dry Year." There was little 
rain and there were long spells of great heat, so 
that vegetation was parched and the crop a 
failure. The season of 1832 was just the oppo~ 
l-iH.e. H During the first half or the month of 
May there were numerous heavy thunder stornlS 
with intervals of hot weather' that made thn 
grass and flowers grow very rapidly, but de­
layed the farmers in their planting. .Also, the 
Heveral Indian scares interrupted the settlers in 
their regular work in the fields. 

As already stated, immediately after tho 
breaking up of the Indian council after the de­
feat of Stillman, Shabona rode in post haste to 
the Davis Settlement and warned the people of 
the danger of ·an Indian ma.\3sacre. The whites 
loaded on their wagons such articles as .cou] d 
be readily handled, and drove to Ottawa, tlw 
nearest fort, where there was a garrison of sol­
diers. 

The Indians did not make the eXjpelcted raid, 
and slowly the settlers returned to their home-

14"Historic Illinois," Parish, 258. 
[BI] 
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Hteads. Durhlg this retreat HOllie of thB poop1t\ 
tantali~ecl Davis. for runnillg away from the 
Indians, anclhis reply was that. he would llflVUl' 

do S~ again. 
On 1\1011day nlOl'll illg, IVlay ~ J:.;;t, 'NhaJ)()lllL 

again rode to the Davis Sottlem(mt and warlw(l 
the whites that thore was iUlllll'.(liatp dallgor 01' 
a massaero. At this time it lw:pp(me<1l1lwt Davis 
was at Ottawa on HOUle ImHillOHH wlwu NhahOl}U 

called. IIowever, his family, and thn neighlH>1'H 
has.tily hHtded their furnitnre and other mov­
able arUcles on wag<HlH, an(l hnl'l'i(~dly drovo off 
to OUa,wa. ~rlwy had ahnoHt )'ea(~hc~d tho fort 
when they met DaYiH, who ordorod hiA OW11 fam­
ily to rehIrll, nud urge(l tlw returll of hiH im~ 
mo<liatn neighhol'H, inviting them all to go to hiH 
place where they would hn perfedly Anfo. rPlw 
IIa.l1s, JTendorsollH awl PettigrewH, with two 
farm hands named ITonry Goorgn and Itolwrt. 
Norris, rehwtnnUy l'oturno<l with Davis, nu(l 
t1l'rived at his cottago n.bont norll). 

Aft(l,r (linnor tTollll ·W. Tfenc1Ol'Holl, Aloxalld.m· 
Davis and a younger Hon crr William Davis, Eel· 
ward and Groenbnry IIal1, and Allen Howard, 
wen't; to a field about Ol1(~ hundrod r(}d~ sonth of 
the Davis cottage, to plant corn. In the middle 
0:[ the afternoon WHliam Hall, ,Tohn W. Hall, 



l~()bert Norris, Henry George ,and William 
Davi:..;, ;1'1'., who were working on the mill-dam, 
gathered into the blacksmith shop, where Davis 
was repairing his gun, to get a drink from a 
pail of water whieh had been brought from a 
nearhy Hprillg. All the loaded guns and the 
amnlUllH;ion were in the dwelling house, where 
Pettigrew, with his hahy in his arms, was ehat­
tillg' with tho latliHH who were sewing by the 
open door. ~l'h(l afternoOll wa.s very hot and 
waH not illHpiriug to gl'(HLi: exertion. The furni­
t.uro wl1i(~h hail heen loa(le<l to drive to Ottawa, 
wu"c.: still on the wagolls that Htoqc1 in the yard. 
'Phn porl'nmn of the blooming Holwers filled the 
air whieh WitH J'ieh in its frmlhnClss after the 
many ('laYH of rain and lightnillg. All nature 
H{HmHHl to illHtil in the littlo ]).avis Settlement a 
fO(~lillg of l-mfoty or at loast to relieve, them from 
alarm <lnring the daytime. With the coming 
darkness, no clC>lllht, tlwy would have all gath­
(\rod into tho li.ttl(~ cottage and Rome o:f the men 
woulcl have stood gtlard with their guns to 
watch for Inclians. 

Ahout fonr () 'clock a, party of fdxty to seventy 
Indians suddenly leaped over the garden fence, 
filled the yard, and part of th(~m ru~hccl towards 
th(~ house. Mr. Pettigrew leaped forward to 
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close the door, but wa..1:J instan tly shot doud. 
rrhrough the open door the Indians rushecl with 
spears, and hatchets, and guns, filling the little 
cottage. There was no placo to hide and no 
chance for the whites to escape. In her despair 
Mrs. Pettigrew threw her arms around Ihtehel 
lInll and was killed by It Ahot Roelose to Hachel 
as to blacken her i'1t(W with tho powder. Ht1chd 
jumped upon the h(~d, whieh only pla(~ed her in 
view of 1I1Ore In<lians and ltwrnHHIHI tho dangor 
or -being shot. 

Tho piteoUl-l sereaml:-l of tho WOUlOll and ehil­
c1ren wore terrifying. '1'110 TtJ<iin.lll-l Htlwk tlwlll 
with spears awl luw]wd thfllll with tOIlHlhawkH 
without foeling or morey, nnd aN t1wy /'011 nlwh 
vi etim 's sealp waH nut oit with n. big knl I'o. 

An Indian 'grabbed Pettigrow's IHLhy hy tho 
legs, rushed out doors., swung tho ehilc1 ovor 
hjs head, and dlLslwd its bNdns out aga,inRt a 
stump in the yard. rrhere, ldso, all hulitlJl on 
each side hold the yonngnst Davis boy by his 
hands, the little lad standing palo and Ailont, 
.and a third In(ljan sho1~ hirn doad. AR his limp 
hody :fell, an IniUan sealpod him. 

In a few moments all tho whites in the house 
e~ce'P1;ing Sylvia and Rachel IIall, nnml,ly :'1\1:1's., 
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WIll. Hall, aged forty-five years, her daughter 
FJlizalH~t.h, aged eight years, Wm. Pettigrew, 
hh~ wife and two children, and Mrs. Wm. Davis 
alHl hnr five nhildren, were killed. 

rPhosllddnn appearance of the Indians hewil­
(lm'o(l the men whn were in the hlacksmith shop, 
as t!HlY wore cut off 'from their gum; and am­
mun itioll. Young DaviR sUpped behind 1~he shop 
alld tlwll(',n n~en,pod down the ereek. rrho others 

1'nsho(l tnwar<lA tho hOllse and werH met hy a 
vollny of shotI'!. William Hall, whose hreast was 
pieren(l hy two bullets, with a prayer on his lips, 
fon dead at his Ron ~T()hll '13 feet. Davis called 
on t to ~1ohn Hall to "Take care!" and then 
triod to mlCtlpO to the woods. Notwithstanding 
hili pl'owcms and that he made a desperate fight 
for his life hy llsing his unloaded gun as a club, 
lw WIl.S in a short time so over-come by Indian 
warriors with their ape-ars and tomahawks that 
with ·il1uumorll.hle wounds he sank dead in his 
ya.rd. ,Tohn IIan was so paralyzed by the awful 
~arnag(~, that J:or a. moment ,he aid not move 
from whero his I·ather lay. lIe watched the In~ 
(lianH r<~loading their guns, then as a man awak­
{ming from a night-mare he jumped down the 
high hank and a volley of bullets pa.~sed over 
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his head. By hugging closely to the hank next 
the Indians, he scrambled hastily down the 
stream and then ran as he never ran hefore, 
thus escaping. Norris and George sHd down 
the bank and attempted to cross the creek, hut 
a volley of bullets from the Indians killed one 
of them as he was climbing the bank, his hody 
falhng back into the creek, and the other foIl 
on the green sward above. 

John W. Henderson, two SOllS of \Vm. Davis 
and two sons of Wm. Hall, WI10 were at work 
in the cornfield when the Indians made the ·at­
tack upon the Davis cottage, eomprehollding tho 
situation, haFltily Jte(l to Otta W/l" ~n\(\y had HPP(j 

only 11bout two miloH when • .1 ollll \V. lInn ovm'· 
took them. By reaS01l of IliH H('.uddillg' fl'Olll 

death ill the great heat Hll<l hiH uX(',itud mllldi­
tion, ~John 's aneoulli; of the TnaSHIU'.I'O waH ill(',o­

herently told with ull(!(mi;rollod (lJnotioW-l or 
gdef alHl rage. Believing that tho TJldiHIl:-l 
were pursuing, he d1cl llot dwek hiH Hpood, hut 
urged the otlwrs to extra (\'ffo}'t:.; lmtiJ Uwy 
reaehec1 the fort. 

Sylvia and Rachel Hall were each RC'iznd hy 
two Indians who c1raggec1 them out of tho cot· 
tage to the yard where the final acts of th(~ mas­
sacre were taking place. 
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I'll tlwir fielldish deHil'e for rovenge for Still­
man 'H tl'eadwry and to terrify the whites, the 

IlldiauH ('.1lt out the heart.s of somo or the slain 
anel othel'vviso mutilate(l their b()(lioH. Of all 
thn whito:.; HOlle hut Haellel and Syl via Hall re­
ma.ined aliv(>' to witnoHH tIlt) (dOHillg act of the 
hOl'rihl1l tragedy. AH they Haw H(~at.t(lred in the 
'yard the hotlinH of tll!~ir 1I1lI1'derod pa.rcnts, their 
Hi:-d.(,I\ IIl1d 1;I1<'i1' Iwighl}ol's--:.;;ixtPnIl ill all, tIw 
girls wore :.;;tnpeiipd with hOl'eot'. rplw ,yonder 
is that tlw HllO(~k (lid !lot kill both of thmn. 

rl'lw nH\.SHIWl'(~ hnN h(~ml dmwl'ihed AO of ton, and 
iN Mil Hic~knllil1g ill itH l>Hl'ticmlars, that wo drop 
thn nnrtnill OIl the tl'nf:d(~ He(llw.'r. 

1~':~ SrnHh'a "History of Wisconsin", 187; "History 
of IAL Sallo Oounty," Baldwin, !If); mrllO Bl!1cl{ HH.wk 
\Var," StovOllS. HiO; "MClm()ri(~S or Shuhona," Mat­
son, 1,11)-150: () t la'/l'(1, ,lmwltILl, Aug. 80, 1906; 12 Trans­
ndiol1s Ill. S tato Hiat, Boo., a~~2; :F~()rd 's History of 
Illluois, 122. 



CHAPTER V. 
'l'HE CAP'nVITY. 

A pers.on never knows what he would do 
under conditions and circumstances never be­
fore experienced: a mother who would flee from 
,a cow, would, to protect her child, fight a tiger 
without thought of her own safety; a timid 
deer that would flee from a baby, when its 
nature is changed by a serious wound will fight 
a hunter to death; a soldier's nature becomes so 
changed in battle that he obeys orders like an 
8,utomatom, and in his efforts to ki1l men exerts 
hims.elf until the sweat rolls down his face as it 
would down the face of a harvest hand mowing 
grass. 

Sylvia ,and Rachel I-Iall, who in the peace uf 
their home would faint at the sight of blood, 
had their nature so changed during the slaugh­
ter and mutilation ,of their dear relativeM and 
friends that they viewed the scene with horror 
that ,aJlmost paralyzed th8'm and put them in a 
psychological condition of mental aberration. 

T'he spell of lethargy was rudely broken when 
the .girls were dragged off as. captives, first to 
the creek, and, after Rachel had been pulled 
half way across the stream, then back again to 

[38) 
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the yard. 'l'here two Indians, each seizing one 
of Sylvia's hands, and two others taking Rachel 
in a similar manner, hustled the girls north­
ward along the easterly side of the creek. The 
girls were soon in unknown lands through 
which they were tugged on, and on, not know­
ing whither nor to what fate. Did they cry ~ 
Of course they did; strong men would have 
wnpt under similar ,circumstances,. Did they 
pray ~ Yes; but their prayers were not like the 
PhariHee '8: they prayed with an intense feeling 
from the bottom of their hearts and with all 
the powor of: their souls. Were their pr,ayers 
ltllswered ~ Wore theyd? Read on, read on! 

After boing hustlecl and lULl:[ dragged about 
a mile and a hw1:[, tlwy came to where a number 
of horses were tind in the edge 0:[ a grove. Here 
they mot fri on <ls : horses belonging to their 
f.athor and their neighbors. 'Phe horses pricked 
HI> thnir ears, looked at the .girls and whinnied 
·--,rdul'ning tho girls' recognition. If the girls 
eould have mounted two 0:1: these friendly ani~ 
mals that wore bred in Kentucky they might 
have ridden to froedom; but it was not so to be. 

~eho Indians put each girl on a pony furnished 
with all Indian s,ac1dle and led by a warrior. 
rr.llUH they traveled on, keeping' due north. 
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After the sun had set the additional terror of 
darkness. was enveloping them. Occasionally a 
night-hawk would break the awful silence by 
swooping down from his great height with his 
8.ccustomed "Boo-oo-oo," and a whippoor-will 
would add his monotonous whistle from a de­
cayed log in the adjacent woods. Otherwise, it 
was as solemn a procession as ever moved to the 
grave, and only for the cr·ack of his whip and 
an occasional" ugh" from an Indian there was 
little to attract attention until they passed a 
large grove on their left. The girls had heard 
of Sha,bbona's Grove. Was this that historical 
sylvan place ~ Would Shabona come to their 
relief ~ He had saved them and their friends 
before, and if it had not Ibeen for the obstinacy 
of Davis they would not have been in their 
awful predicament. But the ehief, worn out 
and tired from his long wild ride of the night 
before and asleep in his tent, was unconscious 
of the passing of that strange and unusual pro­
cession. 

Hour .after hour passed as the girls rode along 
weary and heart-sick on that dark night, with 
nothing but the stars to light their way, and not 
a ray of hope in their hearts. The head waters 
of Indian creek and of the Somonauk had been 
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pa:-;sed and the source of the Sycamore was 
reaehod just as tlw monn was rising, 51 min­
ut(~S after twelve 0 'c;lock.1tl Here the first stop 
was made and the girls were allowed to rest on 
someblankets on which they sat together, not 
daring to lie down 1;0 sileep. rrhe Indians 
holding thoir ponies by the bridles, danced a 
1 ittIn, hut nothing was ~mid that would indicate 
their intr.nt, either as to the place of destina­
tion or wha,t they initonded to do with their cap­
l.ive~. As tho, gil'ls eould not speak the Indian 
language; Ol~ understand it, thero was little me­
clium of commllni<H1tiol1 hetween them and the 
Tndians. Their reelings of sorrow for their rour­
dnN\cl relsltives mixed with the uncertainty of 
their own rate, and thoir disheveled hair and 
F;oil(Hl chocks through whieh their tears w·ashed 
('.oursns, ma,]m them ohjeetR of woeful misery. 
Oh! jf the girIH could only wash their races, 
whieh w(~rn Htaillod with pow(ler and the blood 
of their doa'f fricmdH, or even in their sorrow 
eomh on,eh other 'A hair as they had onten done 
at 1;11oir :father 'f{ cottage, it would have re­
·rrm:;hr.cl them, a,n(l; to Rome extent, relieved their 
(lhl'tress. 

tnWashingtol1 Observatory Record; HOld Farmer's 
Almanac," 1.832. 
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About haLf-past three 0 'clock in the morning 
of May 22nd, the girls were replaced on the 
ponies, the Indians remounted, ,and once more 
the train proceeded in its former order, with 
Indians before, on the sides, and in the rear of 
the girls. They passed groves, here and there, 
and hour after hour, with tiresome monotony, 
they moved along. 

After the sun had lapped the dew, it grew 
very warm and Rachel became weary almost to 
collapse. She thought that if she could walk 
for a little whHe it would give her rerlief, not­
withstanding her weak condition from fasting 
and worry. She did not know the language· of 
the Indians, but necessity finds a way: she made 
signs of distress and indicated that she wanted 
to walk. The Indians understood her and as­
sisted her from her pony. This little act of 
gallantry gave her the first indication of their 
human sympathy and inspired her with some 
confidence in their honor. 

Limp and staggering, she managed to keep 
p8Jce with the procession. When they reached 
the Kishwaukee there was no he'sitation and all 
plunged into the stream. Rachel, who had not 
been repllaced on her pony, was forced to wade 
across through water three feet deep. 
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It was now about two 0 'clock in the afternoon 
and a stop was made about twenty-five miles 
eaRterly from Stillman '8 Run, on the west of 
a large grove, to allow ,the ponies to graze on 
the hank of the river. Here they remained for 
about trwo hours. 'rhe Indians scalded some 
lwn.ns and roasted some acorns, of which they 
ntH heartily and offered portions to the girls, 
who 'tt-jed to uat so as not to offend the Indians. 

After the Indians had finished their lunch 
tlwy busied themselves in stretching on little 
1100ps the scalps that thoy had taken in the 
nU'tSS~1Cro at Indian Crock. 'rho girls immedi­
ately reeogllized the scaIrm of some of their 
friondR, particmlarly the scalp of their mother. 
'rho sight eansod Sylvia to faint. Limp and Ull­

eOllseiolls she lay heside her sister, who by the ... 
inehhmt was again :put into her former psychjc 
eowljtion, being oblivious to everything about 
her exco!'>ting her sister's (lUre. 'rhe subcon­
~(lious thought that she had to protect Sylvia 
inspirod hor with superhuman streng~h as well 
IL8 the fighting spirit of a lioness. If Sylvia 
I-ihould die! what then ~ If she should be unable 
to tra.vel, would the Indians kill her? What tor­
ture of mind Rachel must have suffered! 

About four 0 'clock Sylvia regained her COD-
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sciou-sness, to the great relief of H.achel who 1'e­
{!overed her normal condition of mind. By this 
time the Indians had gathered their horses, and 
repl.acing the girls on the ponies that they had 
been riding, all moved forward leisurely. 

Hhortly after starting 'a detachment of the 
Indians was sent out to scout to the westward, 
and after being gone some time they returned 
apparently excited, and immediately the proces­
sion assumed a double-quick, dur.ing which thH 
Indian guards in :the rear held their spenrH 
poised, as though they expectotl an attack. 
Arter traveling in that mallller for nhout Iivo 
miles, the Indians resumed their cornposUl.'O Hud 
slackened their speed to a walking paco. 

Had the Indians seen some of Gen.Whitel~jde 's 
scouts~ Had they learned that a detachment 
of Illinois Militia, of which Abraham Lincoln 
was a member, was moving towards them up 
the Kishwaukee ~17 Or, were the IndianA pur­
sued by the friends of the girls ~ 

If the whites should attack the InfliarlR, Sylvia 
and Rachel feared that th(~y would share the 
fatte of their relaltiveR and friends at tlw Da.vis 
Se·ttlement. Therefore, when the exeitemcmt o:f 

17XII Wis. Hi,st. Col., 241, 242; "'l'lle Black Hawk 
War." 146. 
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the 11lcliallH Hubsicled, a feeling or relier from 
dallgor oJ innnelliate (leath calmed the girls. 

rrhe extra exertion dnr.ing the scare caused 
the pOlly that Sylvia was riding to give out, and 
it waH ahalldone(1. Sylvia w·as then placed be­
hind an I1J(lial1 011 a fine horse belonging to Mr. 
II (m<101'8011 , whieh, like the girls, had been taken 
(~aptiv(\ at Indian Creek. rrIms 1ihcy traveled, 
('11 and 011, until ·~t.hont nine 0 'clock in the even­
iug' whell they al'ri vo(l nt Black Hawk's Grove 
on tlw ('.~u:.;rt Hido of the present city or J'Hllesville, 
\V iH(\()llHill, WIWI'(! tho whole or Black Hawk's 
l.ri'lw waH cHwanrped. 1H During twenty-eight 
hourH the gir'lH hud. traveled. ·a;bout eighty miles 
['rom tho plaeCl of thoir capture, and were worn 
01lt almoH1;. hoyoJ}(l (leseI'iption. No one can 
l:ully cOlnprolwnd their cOlHlition without re­
JloHting upon that extremely long ride on hor8e­
buek, without food Of drink, mourning their 
doud, and tortured with the worry over their 
fll tnro f~lite. 

011 thnir arrival at Blaek Hawk's Grove there 
waH great rejoicing ,at the Indian eamp. Sev­
nral squaws hurried to the girls, assistecl them 
ofl: their horROs, and cc>nc1uc!tecl them to the cen-.... _._ ... a_ .. ~_ 

tlll-Hst. of Rock ,co., by Gurnsey & Willa~d, 19; 14 
Wis. I-nat. Col., 1:29; 6 Wis. Hist. Oot, 422. 
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ter of the camp where they had prepared .a. 
comfor,ta,ble place in the form of beds of animal 
skins ,and blankets. Also, the squa;ws brought 
in wooden bowls, parched corn, meal a1ld maple­
sugar mixed, which they invited the gil'ls to 
eat. More through fear than ap'l>ntitu, the girls 
partook of the food, although it was disgnsting 
to them. 

'rhe squaws requested the girls 1;0 throw 011 

the fire particles of food ,and some to baeeo 
which they handed them. ~rhe girls tlOlupliml 
with the request of their dusky hosts, although 
they did not know for what purpmw it waH 1'0-

quired. As a matter of fae r!;, it was a eonmwll 
practice among the Indian trilHls to make the 
offering of food ,a,nd tolntmw to their goth; in 
case of eSCD,pe from deluth or as thanks for somo 
extraordinary good fortune. 11l 

'1'he squaws reque~ted Sylvia and, ]{.anhol to 
lie down on separate ho(ls, and then ,n HqUUW lay 
On ouch side or each of the girTH, folO that thoro 
was no chance ror esef1po. ~rlnu;; Hilled, thoy had 
a night or confusl1<.1, disordered ~.deep, in whieh 
visions of their friends and the Hcen08 0:1: the 
massacre haunted them almost continually. ~rh(~ 

IU2 "Indilan 'T,ribes ,of U. S·.", Drake, 08, 72: G S'c,hool" 
craft's, "History of Indian Tribes of 'the U. S.". 8a, HH. 



'I'll E CAP'.l"]VT'rY. 47 

S(lUl.LWH enc1oavol'c(l to ~w()the the girls, but they 
could not liake the plaee of that mother who in 
thoir childish nightmares would say to them: 
"My (1c~ars, say a prayer an(l try to sleep." 

"But God is sweet. 
My mot.Ile·r tlO1d me .so, 

Wh(m I knelt at her feet 
JJong-so long-agIO; 

She clasped my hands in hers. 
All! me, that rnemo,ry sLiI's 
My soul's profoundest deep­
No wOllc1m' tlHl,t I weep. 

Sh(~ClHts,ped my hands and smiled, 
All! thc:m I was a child-

1 knClw no harm-
My moth(:l!"s arm 

Was flung n.rCHllld me; and I felt 
'l'hu,t, when I Imelt 

'ro listen to my mother'.s prayer, 
G o(} was wit.h mother there. 
Y(~,!1! "God 1.8 sweet!" 

Sho told me so; 
SlH.i never told me wrong; 

And through my years of woe 
HoI' whispers soft, and sad, and low, 

And sweet as Angel's song, 
Have floated l!k(~ a dream.-Fr. Ryan. 
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When John W. Hall arrived at Ot,tawa he did 
not know that his sisters had been i'tlken prison­
ers, but he supposed that they had been massa­
cred with the rest 0.:[ the people at the Davis 
cottage. His first impulse W~LS revenge, allel he 
rushed wildly about, urging mOll to ,arm and go 
with him to the scene of thu m'HSfmcre. rrhe 
spirit of adventure was rampallt among the 
people at the tirne, and ~J()hll soon fmllHl him­
self at the head of a eOllsidCl'fLhlo ll1unbm' oj! 
mOlmtec1 men {trmecl with all killclH of gUliS, who 
followed him like a 11101b, from OttnLlwa to tlw 
Davis Settlement. 

On their way out they met S0111e of the mon 
who were defeated at Stillman's HUll, retul'ujng 
to Ottawa. John endeavored to have these men 
accompany him to the Davis So,t1Jollltmt, hut 
they had enough of Tlldiml at'lventure, and ill­
stead of assisting !John,disenuraged the men 
wHh him from engaging ill a fi.ght with the 
Indians. 

When John's squadron arrived at the Davis 
cotta'ge there was I!resent(~c1 anawfnl sight­
thjrteen murdered and mntilated l)()dioH in and 

[48] 
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,about the cottage, some hung on shambles like 
butchered pigs, just as they were left by the 
Indians. On the creek below the cottage were 
found the bodies of Norris and George where 
they fell from the bullets of the Indians. The 
absence of his si'sters Rachel and Sylvia from 
muong the deael, presented to John a new quan­
dary, A careful search was made 'about the 
premises lm:t no traces of the girls could be 
found. 

After having seen 'the a wIul delaths of their 
fellow-whiteR, the men WllO accompanied John 
had their desire for adventure changed to a 
feeling of fl~ar, which they tried to hide under 
the excuse that it would be impossible to pro­
neod nIter the Indians without ra;tions land tents. 

'rhe situatioll waH a trying one for John. In 
vain did he appeal to the men to help him rescue 
his sisters. Not one woulcl volunteer to go with 
him, and after burying all the dead in one grave 
.in front of ·the little co·ttage, John and his 
squadron hastily returned to Ottawa. 

In hopes of rescuing his sisters, John again 
recruited a force and obtained the necessaries to 
follow up the Indians. Early on the second day 
after the massacre, with about forty men and 
two days' :r:ations, without any commissary, 
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John led his little army to the Davis Settlement 
and along the Indian trail un til he lost it on 
the great prairie. He concluded that the In­
dians had taken the "Kish waukee 'rrail" to 
where the Kishwaukee flows into the Hock 
River, and he followed that route until he ar­
rived at his objective point without attajning 
his chief aim. Disappointed in not even get,ting 
any il1f.ormation of his sisters and ill not find· 
iug further track of the Indians, and his rations 
having run out, John was again obliged to re­
turn with his troops to Ottawa for a :fres11 sup­
ply, when once more he s'ta.rted on .a, fruitless 
search for his sisters. 



OHAP'l'ER VII. 
l'vlILl'I"ARY MOYEMJ!lNTS. 

Whon a remnant of Stillman '8 men returned 
to Dixon after an exciting ride of twenty-four 
miles from Stillman's Run, they reported that 
they had been attacked by thousrands of Indians 
and that all the rest of the army had been mas­
Rlwred. ~I'he oxaggerated report set a, few of the 
mon who ha.d not been with Stillman, keen to 
fight; hut it instilled into most of them a sense 
of home-siekness, and many of them requested 
to ,l>e exeu~cd from duty. Gen. 'l'aylor imme­
<liatoly reported tlw situa,tion to Gen. Atkinson, 
at Ot'cHrwa, und the l~t;ter ordered Generals 
'Whitesido and IIarney, who were in command 
0:1: some United States regulars, to pursue the 
rndians. 

When th(~ troopH arrived ~1t Stillman's Run 
thoy found the bodies of: thivteen sioldiers and 
most of: the desorved commissary which had in­
duded a barrel o:r whiskey that Black Hawk 
Nny>tied on the groul1(l. Black Hawk destroyed 
thH wrugOl1S u,nd everything' else that could not 
be earric~d away, excepting a few hoats that be· 
longeel to the Indianfl which were lef,t on the 
river hank. 

[51] 
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As a matter of fact Black Hawk had only 
forty warriors wjt~h him at the time of the a t­
tack on him by S.tjllm~n 's men, while Stillman 
had about three hundred men. At the time of 
the attack many of Stillman's men were under 
the influence of liquor and most of them in rmch 

a state of insuboI'clina,tion that they paid no 
attention to the orders of their officers. rphus 
they rushed jnrto the camp of Black Hawk, and, 
as each was acting independently, it was hut -1:1 

short time until the Indians by their shots and 
yells had the militia s,earecl erazy and on the 
fun.!!O 

On May 22nd, in accordance with Gen. An­

derson's order, Gen. Whiteside took up and fol­
lowed the Indian trail for thirty-six miloH alollg' 
the I{ishwaukee and the Sycamore; but when 
the high prairie was reached, the Indians seat· 
tered so in all directions that the troops were 
UlHLble to track them further, and tho army 
proceeded to the Pox River and down that 
stream to Ottawa, where it ,arrived on May 27th. 

On the day that the girls passed a few mileH 
to the east, the United States troops round on 
the Sycamore, articles -belonging to the Indians 

ZOThe Black Hawk War, S,tevens, 138, la7. 
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who committed the massacre ,at Davis Settle­
ment, among which were three scalps. Perhaps 
it was fortunate for the girls that Gen. White­
side had not discovered and attacked the In­
dians, because under such circumstances the 
Indians might have murdered them. 

Among the troops under Gen. Whiteside was 
the company in which Captain Abraham Lin­
coln, subsequently the great president of the 
United States, served. PrO'bably the girls had 
not yet heard of him, who, if he had known of 
their predicament, might have ended their cap­
tivity on that day. 

During t.he Jnal~ch up the Sycamore, an old 
Pottawatomill Indian carne into camp, tired and 
hungry, with a letter of Hafe conduct, signed 
by Gen. I..I8wis Casso Some of the men declared 
the letter was a forgery, and that the Indian 
was a spy and should be put to death. When 
t11(~ soldiers threatened the poor fellow, Capt. 
T..I1nco1n stepped forward and said that he would 
shoot any man who would assault the Indian.21 

It can be readily seen how a man of Lincoln's 
bravery and ,snperior mental re~ources, might 
have freed the girls without injury to them. 

2!'l'he Black Hawk War, 285. 



CHAprrER VIII. 

The day after the massacre messengers car­
ried the news in all directions to the various 
settlements in Illinois, southern Wisconsin, 

. northern Indiana and western 1Hchigan. At 
every settlement block-houses or stockades were 
built and the whites prepared to defend them­
selves against attacks of the Inclians. At Ga­
lena the people assembled on May 28th and 
passed resolutions (among other things) deplor­
ing the captivity of the lIall girls and declaring 
their obligations to obtain the release o:t th(~ 

captives. In Michigan along the lake shore, 
there was great excitement, intensified by fre­
quent rumors that the Indians were coming.22 

Gen. Atkinson who was then at Ottawa offered 
the Indians a reward of $2,000 in horses, gOI)cis 
or money, for the safe delivery of the girls, as it 
was feared that if force were used the Indians 
would murder the girls. In Wisconsin, Col. 
Dodge who had command at Blue Mounds li'ort 
(25 miles west 'of Madison, Wisconsin), immcdi~ 
ately recruited an army anc1 made plans to get 

~~Michigan newspapers, 1832. 
[54] 
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tho girls. IJioutenant Bdwarcl Beouchard at 
Blue Mounds and Henry Gratiot of Gratiot's 
Grove (15 miles northeast of Galena), who were 
friends of the Indians with whom they had 
great influence, engaged in the search for the 
girls. 

Gratiot went to Turtle Village (now Beloit, 
Wisconsin), where there was a tribe of Winne­
bngoes with whom he had been on friendly 
terms and who were supposed to be friends of 
the whites. However, the Indians took him 
prisoner and he almost saerificed his lire in his 
cmdoavor to obtain the release of the Hall girls. 
If c succeedod, however, in making his message 
known to the Indians, and arousing among them 
a :-;trol1g ineon1;ive to obtain the reward. While 
he wns held as a prisoner, ·an Indian chief to 
whom Gratiot had often given presents and 
~hown kindness, came to him and offered his 
Hcrviees to aid in Gratiot's escape. Also Col. 
Gratiot was the government agent who paid the 
'\\ThulehagocFl their annual allowance from the 
United States governmont, which, no doubt, had 
Rome iniiuonce. The Indian took the Colonel to 
hiFl tcmt, and late in the night silently conducted 
him to the river and g.ave him a canoe in which 
he ·paddled to fHlfety. On his return home, 
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Gratiot reported that the captive girls were 
somewhere near the head of Hock Hi vel' in 
southern Wisconsin. lIe had gleaned that much 
information from conversations among the In­
dians whose language he understood. 

Not knowing that Col. Gratiot had visited 
Turtle Village, Gen. Anderson sent by messen­
ger to Blue IVlounds, the following letter: 

"Sir: 

"IIeac1quarters Hight Wing West. Dept., 
Dixon's l:f1erry, 27th May, 18:32. 

"In the attack of the Sac Indians on the set­
tlements on a branch of l:f1ox Hiver tho 2211d 
iust., fifteen men, women, and children, were 
killed, and two young wornen Were taken pris­
oners. This hea,rt-rending oecnrrmwlI should 
not only call forth our sympathies, but nrg(l 111'1 

to relieve the survivors. 
"You will therefore proceed to the 'l'ul'tle 

Village or send someone of confidence und pre­
vail on the head chiefs ·and braves of the Will­
nebagoes there to go over to the hostile Saes 
and endeavor to ransom the prisoners. O:£):er 
the Winnebagoes a large reward to effect the 
object: $500 or $1000 for each. 
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, 'I expected to have heard from you before 
this. 

Very respectfully your oht. sevt., 
H. ATKINSON, 

Brig. Gen., U. S. Army." 
"lIen ry Gratiot, Esq., 

Inclian Agent. " 

Whon tho dispateh reached the Mounds on 
May 28, CoL Gratiot who had already visited 
rI'Ul'tln Village had not returned, and Lieutenant 
Bn01H~har<l who was then in eommand of the 
11'ort; opfmcc1 the dispatch and forwarded it to 
the Colonel. Ah;o, Bcouehard sent the sub* 
H'tnncw of the clil5patch to 001. Dodge, who was 
t.hen at ]1'o1't Union) 001. Dodge's residence) 
IHHtl' Dodgoville. rI'hen I.lientenant Beoucharc1 
m01U1tml his horse and rode to a Winnebago 
(~l1CampnlOl1t whiClh was situateJd northeast of, 
Blue Moul1dl5 where Chief Wau-kon-kah was the 
htHl,d Indinn. Beouelmrd reqnested the chief to 
go to White Crow, Whirling Thunder and 
Bpotted Arm and inform them of the captivity 
cd: the Hall gil-Is, ·and the reward that had been 
oil;(}red for their release, instrnctjng the Indians 
to get the girls at any risk: by purchase, if pos­
R~hle; hut by force, if necessary. He assured 
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the Indians that they would receive the reward 

in case of success. The Indians promised to 

m·ake the attempt. 
lVlay 28th, 001. Gratiot wrote a letter to Gov­

ernor Porter, of Michigan, telHng of the In­

Indian Creek Massacre and the captivity of the 

Hall girls, and, .among other things, said: "Com­

pelled by our feelings and relying on the jus­

tice of our country, we dic1l1ot hesitate to prom­

ise a few of my trusty Winnebagoes a reward 

if they would bring us those ladies unhurt. We 

promised them the highest reward that could 

be offered." Therefore, it is evident that Gra­

tiot had offered a reward for the release of the 

girls before he received Gen. Anderson '8 dis­

patch. 
On the day that 001. Gratiot retnrned from 

rrurtle VHIage, he received Gen. AndcrROI~ 'H 

] etter. On the same day he recoived further' 

information that the Winl1ohagocs had H1H~(H~HH 

jn their endeavors to ransom the unfortunate 

girls, and he immediately started for 13Iuo 

Mounds, where he arrived on ,1 une 2nd. 



CHAPTER IX. 
'rlm CAI"rlVE GIRLS. 

In Chapter V we left the girls as prisoners at 
Black IIawk's Grove, Janesville, Wisconsin. 
Notwithstanding their night of disturbed sleep 
and great need for rest, the girls were a,w.ak· 
ened at daylight by the noise of the Indians 
ar·ound the tent. 

S.oon after the girls ·arose the squaws brought 
them their breakfast which consisted of dried 
sHeed meat, coffee &l1c1 porridge made of corn 
pounded and water, that was served in wooden 
bowls with wooden spoons. The little rest that 
the girls got through the night, revived them 
and gave them some appetite, so that they were 
able to eat part of the food, .although they did 
not relish it. 

Breakfast :being finished, the Indians cleared 
off a piece of ground about ninety feet in cir­
cumference and erected in the center a pole 
about twenty-five feet .high, around which they 
set up fifteen spe,ars, on the points of which 
Were placed the scalps ,of the murdered friends 
of the girls. To the horror of the girls, they 
recognized the scalps of their father,mother 
and Mrs. Pettigrew. Upon three separate spears 

[Gil] 
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the Indians placed three human hearts, which 
added greatly to the horror of the girls. Was 
one of the hearts their mother '8 ~ 

The Indians jabbered among themselves for 
awhile and then the squaws painted one side of 
the face of each of the girls red and the other 
side black. rrhen the girls were laid with their 
faces downward on blankets near the center, 
just leaving room for the Indians to pass be­
tween them and the pole. When these prelimi­
naries were completed, the warriors, grasping 
in their hands their spears, which they oeeasion­
ally struck into the ground, and yelling all the 
while as Indians only -can, danced around the 
girls. Every moment while this was going on, 
the girls expected to be thrust throngh with 
the spears; but they had become so harrassed 
with dread of torture, that they almost wished 
to have death end their troubles. However, not 
one of the spears touched the girls, and out­
side of keeping them in terror, they were in 
nowise injured. 

After the warriors had continued their dance 
for .about half an hour, two old squaws (one o£ 
whom was the wife of Black Hawk) lecI the 
girls away to a wigwam where they washed off 
the paint as well as. they could by scrub bing 
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them unmereifully. rrhe sqnaws had .adopted 
the girlH, and, as the ehHdren of chiefs, they 
were II at required to work. 

rrhe Indians having fmished their dance, 
~trnek their tents, and, a,fter a good deal of 
hUHtlo and confusion, tlw whole camp st.arted 
in a. northerly direction. When they reached 
11, point hOYOlld the grovu, it seemed to the girls 
that the whole earth waN alive with Indians. 
Pro.bably not less than 4,000 warriors, squaws, 
and ehildren ('.CHIRtitut(l,(1 that army. 

rl'il'<Hl aIul sore from their former long ride 
and groatly oxhmlHtml by their eOllstant fears, 
it waH ILll (~xtra()1'(linary orclcal for the girls to 
phw gn still fal'tlwrin to tho wil(lol'ness. During 
tl'aVulillg' 111l1lt'H the girls were SepfLl'H,ted and 
(uwh was pla("l~(l in ehargo of two S(lllaWS. 
\Vhmwvnr tho Ilrmy halted tIw girls were 
brought tOg'nther, hnt always kept lUld<3r the 
Hllrvoi1Hn(~(~ of the four KfjlH1WH. 

Tlwil' mareh frnm Blnek Ilawk's GJ'()VG was 
vory I·dow un<l over It broad prairie. 8hortly 
}w'forn Hlul(loWH the 111!W,IUlK pitdl(l(l the1r tonts 
at Ool<l Spring', ahout threo mi10s southeast of 
F't. AtkinKon, near "Bnrnt VHlage," tho camp 
of Littl(! Pl'iOHt.!lll 

~:'Hlst, ·of .1·offorsou Co" :~27, 



62 

As soon as the tents were erected everybody 
partook of some food, most of the Indians with­
out any utensils, but the girls were supplied 
with the usual dishes: wooden plates, bowls and 
spoons. At this place m,aple-sugar seemed to be 
abundant and the girls were furnished all of it 
that they could eat. Also, tho squaws seemed 
to appreciate the fact that the girls were suf­
fering from exposure, and took great pains to 
make their quarters as comfortable as possible. 

During their long tramp through the brush, 
the light working dresses that the girls had on 
at the time that they were captured had become 
hadly torn, and the squaws brought Rachel a 
red and white calico dress with rumea around 
the bottom, and Sylvia, a blue· calico. rrlw In­
dians requested the girls to throwaway their 
shoes and put on moccasins, against which the 
latter strongly protested and refllsed to tak(~ off 
their shoes. No violence to take away their 
shoes was used, and the girls continued to wear 
them. An Indian threw away Rachel '8 comb 
and shel immediately went after it and kept it 
so that it 'could not be snatched away again 
without using foree, to which the Indians diel 
not resort. 

As night set in the Indians rHtired .and each 
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of the girls had to sleep between two squaws, 
which they were compelled to do thereafter up 
to the time that they were turned over to the 
Winnebagoes. 

Day after day the Indians changed the loca­
tion of their camp, probably to evade the whites 
if they should pursue them. From Gold Spring 
by ,circuitous routes, through the beautiful lake 
country around Oconomowoc, they moved 
northward until they reached the' rolling hills 
near floricon Lake where they pitched their 
camp not far from the rapids, and southeast of 
the Indian village l of Big F'OX.2'1 

The girls had ll'OW traveled about 150 miles 
north from their home,. It was the eighth day 
of their captivity, and to them the time: was so 
long that every minute seemed almost a day j 
and since they last sat at dinner in the little 
cottage of William Davis at Indian Creek, al­
though very vivid in their minds, seemed an 
age. A.lso, the' unknown places at which they 
had camped being in such v,arious directions 
from each other, the girls had no idea how far 
they had gone fro'm Black Hawk's Grove 

24V. Wi.s. Hist. Col., 260; Black Hawk's Autobiogra­
phy, 1016, 110', 160; "Waubun," 320; Hist. of Dodg,e 
Co.., by Hu,bbe:l1, 6:7. 
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(Janesville). Everywhere they traveled Indian 
camps wer,e numerous, bee·anse as Hoon as Rpring 
bad opened the Indians divided into Rmall 
camps to make maple sugar. 'Were the girls to 
put an estimate upon the number of In(ijans ill 
that unknown region, it certainly would h.ave 
reached high up into the thousands. 

At every e·amp the dallce around the pole 
with all its hideous surroundings, accompanied 
by the Indian yells and war-whoops, the l'attl illg 
of gourds, and waving of weapons, was re­
peated. 

Among t.he tribes east of the M:ississippi IUver 
it was an honor principle that their female c·ap­
tives should not be tortured nor their chastity 
violated; but if white men W(~l'a taken captives 
they were reduced to slavery and ohlige<l to 
wait upon the white women after they had haem 
adopted by the Indians. 2Ci Notwithstanding thh~ 
unwritten law, these dances with the scalps on 
the spears harrassec1 the girls and eansed them 
to sob and weep bitterly. 

One rn-orning after many rep(~titi()l1s of the 
dance arOlmd the pole, the progr·am was varied 
by a party of warriors coming to the lodge 
where the girls were in the custody of the 

251, "Handbook 'of Amedcan Indians," 203. 
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squaws, placing in their hands small red flags, . 
and then the Indians with their captives 
m,arehed around the encampment, stopping at 
each wigwam and waving their flags at the 
doors, accompanied by some recitation of a 
chief and the rattling of gourds, all of which 
was not 1l1Hlm.'Htoo<l by the girls and thoy were 
unable to comprehend the significance of what 
they wor{~ doing. As a llHl.tter of fa,ct the per­
formanee was a religious cHremony in which 
the gourds took the place 0·'£ bells used by sev­
ert!'l Ohristian denominatiol1H during their re­
ligions eer(HllOnies. 



OHAP'rER X. 
l{ANHOMET>. 

On the morning of the nint.h day of their cap­
tivity, some warriors took Sylvja off about forty 
rods to where a number of chiefs see'mcd to be 
holding a council. One o,f the Indians told 
Sylvia that she must go with an old chief who 
was pointed out t,o her, namely, White Crow, 
a chief of the Winnebagoes, who was about 
fifty years of age, tall, slim, with a hawk nose, 
and as much .of sinister look as a man who had 
only ,one eye could have, for one of his eyes 
had been put out in ,a brawl. lIe was addicted 
to drink, gambling, fighting, and other disrep~ 
utable practices.20 Under any circumstances 
Sylvia might have protested ag'ainst going with 
him; but when he informed her that Rachel 
must st,ay behind, Sylvia declared that she 
would not go without her sister. White Crow, 
who was a fine and fluent orator, and spokesmal~ 
of his band on all occasions, made a long, loud 
speech in which he exhibited considerable exw 
citement, but was listened to with gre,at interest 
by the other warriors. After he had finished, 
Chief Whirling Thunder arose, walked over to 

2DX. Wis. Hist. 0'01., 253. 
[(i(i] 
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where Rachel was and brought her to where the 
council was being held. The situation was pain. 
fully interesting to the girls, because they had 
some intimation that it was all about their fate. 

After some conversation am.oug the chiefs 
they shook hands and the captives were sur­
rendered to White, Crow, who must now get the 
girls to Blue Mounds Fort to obtajn the $2,000 
reward. The Fort was about eighty miles to 
the southwest in a bee line. By the nearest trail 
through the Madison lake region, it was about 
ninety-three miles; and by way of P'ortage and 
thence on the Military Road to t·he Blue ~Iounds 
Fort, it was about one hundred and seven miles. 
The Sacs and Foxes were along the former 
route, which meant great danger, and the Mili­
tary Road was the best in that ·c·ountry. There­
fore, White Crow chose the latter rout,e. The 
horses were brought, riding switches were cut 
and White Crow and Whirling Thunder with 
their captives seemed ready to go. The squaws 
with wh.om the girls had been staying were very 
much grieved at parting with them, tears roll­
ing down their cheeks, and the girls who now 
reciprocated the. affection of the squaws, pre­
ferred to stay with them rather than to go with 
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the warriors; but the chief's stern orders had to 
be' obeyed. 

At this trying moment of the girls, a young 
warrior suddenly stepped up to Rachel and with 
a large knife cut a lock of hair from over her 
right ear and another from the hack of her 
head. At the same time he muttored to White 
Crow, in the Indian language, something whieh 
the girls afterwards learned, was that he would 
have Rachel back in three or four days. His 
example was followed by another Indian who 
stepped up to Sylvia and without ]eavo or a 
word of explanation, cut a lock of hnir from 
the front of her head and placed it hI his hnnt­
jng-pouch. Sometime afterward a number of 
Indians made an attack on Kellog'g's Grove 
uolony (near Dodgeville, ·Wis.) and ()n(~ of them 
who was shot hy a miner namod Casey ha(1 
around his neck a lock of brnided hair which 
was subsequently itlelltifieu as that takell from 
the head of Rachel Hall. 

It might not be ,amiss, here, to state that 
among some or the Indian tribes the. c.mtting of 
the hair had a mystical rneaning cloRoly allied 
to the life of a person, and was usnally attended 
with religious rites. The first clipping- of a 
child's. hair was retainecl for religions IHlrposes. 
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A scalp had a double meaning: it indicated an 
act of ,supernatural power that had decreed the 
death of the man, and it served as tangible 
1=,roof of the warrior's prowess over his 
onemies.27 

WhEe the Indians were taking lock::; of hair 
from the girls, White Crow, Whirling Thunder, 
and a few more Indians, had mounted their 
horses, and with their captives on ponies, all 
rode off at a gallop, keeping up a rapid speed 
during the rest of the. day and far in to tlw 
nig,ht, the Indians looking back frequently. 

No doubt White Crow fe,ared that the SeWS 
might regret that they let the girls go, and 
would try to recapture them. It was about 
fortYwseven miles to Portage, and until that 
place was reached the danger was great. rrhe 
girls appreciated the danger; otherwise, they 
would have dropped off their ponies from sheer 
exhaustion. A ride of forty~seven miles on 
wabbly ponies! 

Finally, they arrived on the bank of theWis­
consin River near the mou.th of Duck Creek 
(just below Portage, Wis.) where was located 
a village of Chi'ef Dekorah.28 

271, "Handbook of Am. Indi.a.ns," 524. 
28XIII. Wis,. Hist. Co'., 448; III. ib. 28G; Waubun, 

Kinzie, 103. 
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At this place the Indians prepared a bed 
upon ,n, low scaffold, which was furnished with 
abundant blankets and furs, where the girls lay 
nn til daylight. The sun had not yet arisen 
when a party of Sac warriors, some of whom 
were dressed in the clothing of white men, came 
into camp. rrhey wanted to talk to the girls, 
but Whirling 'rhunder told the girls not to 
listen to them and to keep away from them. 
rrhen a long conversatioll of loud angry words 
was kept up between the Indians for some time, 
when the Sacs mounted their horses and rode 
away. 

It was ,ascertained later that one of the In­
dians W]lO helped to cllJpture the girls at Inc1i~1n 
Creek was on H, hunting trip when the captives 
were tnrned over to the Winnebagoes ·and on his 
return finding tho prisoners gone and not hav­
jng received. his portion of the ransom, he 
Fltartotl off with a number of warriors with the 
d(~termination to recapturn. the girls .or kill 
them. No doubt that if the Sacs had overtaken 
the 'Willnebagoes with their cn,ptives before they 
had reached the Winn cbago camp, they would 
have, fought £01' the girls, which would either 
ha.ve end~d jn the death of the girls or their 
being again carried off into captivity. Such 
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was the Indian custom.20 What an almost 
miraculous escape the girls had! 

Immediately ·after the Sacs left, a hastened 
breakfast was prepared. No doubt White Orow 
feared an attack if he should keep the girls at 
that place or if he should continue his journey 
along the Military Road. Wlwt'ever caused him 
to change his course, he arranged to take the 
girls down the Wisconsin River30 and to send 
the horses around ·over the hills, on the west 
side of the river, to the next camping place. 

Breakfast was eaten as hastily as it had been 
prepared and then the. girls were placed in 
canoes and with a convoy of about one hUll­

dred Indians, were paddled off. At first the girl:;; 
fe·ared that their little harks would tip, but 
soon they found their canoes were in expert 
and sare hands and that the neW mannm~ of 
travel was. far snperior to horse-back riclin g. 
It was restful and gave them a fine opportunity 
for observation, which under favorable circnm­
stances. would drive an artist into ecstacy. 'The 
majesti.c bluffs. with wooded slopes and craggy 
crests, Hnec1 the: river for many miles, stretch­
ing off to the west around Devil's I.lake. It was 

2°2, Handbook of Ame.r:i,ean Indians, 203. 
aOMemories of S,ha;ubena, 160. 
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ideal scenery and connected with many a 
romantic Inclian tale. 

The spring freshets from the melting snows 
and heavy rains, had swollen the river so that 
it spread. eOIIRirlerahly over its. banks, reaching 
ill plac>,cH from the root of one bluff to t,he foot 
of another. Down this murky water the In­
dians padclled their cano(~s, hour after hour, 
uv(,l' a diHtane(~ of abollt thirty miles, and 
laI1(h~(l Oil tlw Wflst bank, where they camped 
for the night. 

In sfHmkillg' or this canoe l'idCl the girls say: 
I' rphe nanw of 1i1Hl river we never knew, neither 
ean wo tf!ll whether we traveled up or down 
the 1::11.1'<111.111." rphe lHln1e of th(~ riv(w was learned 
from 8habnna. It is not strange that the girls 
(wu](l 1101; toll whieh way the river flowed. The 
writer hm; often henn OIl tha.t rjver during 
f)·(~I·.;ll<'ts, alld tho way thn water flows hat~l( and 
forth, dotted with eddies, wonld ear:lily confuse 
H Htrallger. 

Bal'ly the noxt morning White Crow went 
around to the wigwams with a gourd in each 
hand, Rnd stoPP] ng at the door of eaeh wigwam 
lw would Hhake the gourd violently and talk as 
if: he were lor-turing. 

ITaving iinished thiR religious service, he left 
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the camp and did not return again until SUllM 
down. Probably, he crossed the river and went 
to his own village at the west end of Mendota 
Lake to get information concerning the ransom 
offered for the captives. He was a sly chief, 
and if he did not have considerable confidence 
in the success of his undertaking,iustead of 
taking the girls across to Blue Mounds he might 
have them run further down the river and there 
hold them longer in captivity. 

The thirty-first day of l\1:ay had arrived and 
for the second night the Indian::; eanlped on the 
west side of the Wisconsin l~iver. Before retir­
ing, White Crow for the firi:lt time ::;pDke to the 
girls in the English language. He inrillired 
wlwther their rather,mother, or any sister or 
brother, was alive, to which the girls replied 
that all had been killed on the day of their eap­
tivity. White Crow appeared sad, shook his 
head, and after hesitating a moment, said he 
would take the girls home in the morning. He 
.asked the girls if they thought the whites would 
hang him if he took them to the fort, to which 
they replied that on the contrary the people at 
the fort would give him mOlley and presents for 
his trouble. 

The conversation with White Crow roused the 
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hopes of the girls considerably, but a lingering 
doubt as to the truth of his words kept revolv­
ing in their minds throughout the night. 

The next morning the chiefs accompanied 
by about forty warriors put the girls in canoes 
and swam their horses across the river alongside 
of the canoes, landing above the mouth of Black 
Earth Creek. The horses were mounted in 
haste, but as most of the warriors had to travel 
on foot and were impeded by marshes and 
underbrush on the flat bo,ttom, the progress was 
slow. The girls watched the sun with eagerness 
in their endeavor to tell which way they were 
traveling and were assured thereby that they 
were again going "southward, although only in 
a circuitous course. :Hour after hour passed 
away, the girls all rthe while expecting to catch 
sight of the fort. Finally, as the sun was sink­
ing off over the Wisconsin River, the Indians 
once more camped for the night on the bank of 
a creek. 

There were two or three Indian families 
camped at this place, and on seeing the girls 
they e~pressed great joy. In a short time the 
squaws had prepared a supper consisting of 
pickled pork, potatoes, coffee and bread for the 
girls, White Crow and Whirling Thunder, the 
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rest of the Indians dining apart from them. 
The meal was the best cooked and the spread 
the cleanest that had been pla>ced before the 
girls, and it tempted their appetite so that they 
made a very fair meal, after which they felt 
sleepy and were glad when they could lie clown 
to rest. In a short time mOHt of the Indians had 
retired, excepting White Crow, who seated him­
self close to the girls, where he smoked a pipe 
all night. This was the first time that a war­
rior had kept guard over them, and the infer­
ence of the girls was that the olel chief feared 
an attack of the Sacs who had visited their 
camp at Portage. ~rhe girls thought that per­
haps the Indian chief who had been rebuffed ·at 
that place might have gone after recruits, and 
thfllt at any moment the Indians might swoop 
down upon them. Now, when they were almost 
within gr.asp of their freedom, it racked the 
minds of the girls to think that there was a 
possibility of being slaughtered or again carried 
into captivity. In this condition of mind the 
girls passed the night. 

The camp wa,s astir at sunrise and for the 
last time White Crow went around performing 
his religious service by rattling his gourds and 
addressing the Indians. Aftt1r breakfast the 
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girls were again mounted on their ponies and 
all moved forward over higher ground, and be" 
fore ten 0 'clock they had reached the l\1ilitary 
Road from F:art Winnebago, by way of Blu~ 
MOlmds, to Prairie du Ohien. 'rhe sight of the 
wagon tracl~s was the first sign of civilization 
that the girls had observed since their captivity 
and increased ,their confidence in tho probability 
of their early release. Also, the road was much 
better than any they had traveled Hinec then' 
eapture. It led throug'h groves and oak 01>011" 
ings, along the high ridge that is unbroken to 
the Mississippi River. Inspirations of: hope wore 
necess<ary to revive the girls' spirits and ona.ble 
them to complete t11O' remainder of: their long 
journey, as they were exhausted to the verge of: 
conapse.. IIope is a great stimulant, and it WitH 
on thk,; tha,t the girls were now subsisting. 

"AUSp,iiOious Hoped in thy swc<ot gn.rdoll grow 
Wreaths fo,r (~ach toil, a ChU,l'lU f'or every WOH." 

About two o'cLock in the aftornoon the In" 
dians halted lor lunch ,and to l(~t their hol'scfoJ 
feed. The principal rood was duel<: Oggkl7 noarly 
ha,tehed, that tho Indians ntc with l'OliHh, hut 
which the girls rejected with disgust. After 
hmch they had 110t traveled :far until they 
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eauwht sight of Blue Mounds l~\n't in the dis­
bUlce. 'White Crow took a, white handkerchief 
that Rachel had tied on her head, which he 
fastened on a pole for a fLag of truce, and rode 
in advRnee or the Indians and their captives. In 
a short time I.Jieutenant Bdward Beouchard, 
W,}1O was commander n,t the rort, met them and 
nd<lressfHl the Indians in their ,own la,nguage. 
~l'h'e warriors now formed a, eire1e into which 
Boolle.harc1 rode and he anCl the Indians talked 
Itt; eonsiderable longth. According to Beoueh­
moel's snbseqnent stntement the Indians were 
unwilling to givo up the girls until they were 
Il:HSlU~e<l hy Col. Gratiot that the $2,000 reward 
w,oul<l be ]ntid. Boonehal'd having assured the 
girls that they would be well treated by the 
Indians nntil his return, went back to the fort 
and soon returned with Col. Henry Gratiot, the 
Indian agent, and a com.pany of soldiers in 
whieh Edward and Henson lIall, uncles of the 
eaptiv(~s, were serving as privates. 

Ool. Gratiot assured the Indians that the re­
wH,rd for the rescme of the girls would be paid. 
Also, he invited the Indians to be his guests ,at 
the fort, and thUit he woultl prepare a big fe,ast 
for thorn. ~rhe Indians being very hungry the 
fen.Rt nppon.lml very Atrongly to them. FinallY7 
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the chiefs agreed to place the gil'll'! in the eusM 
tody ·of Col. Gratiot until tho reward would be 
paid, the Indians l'ctailling tho right to tho re­
turn of the capti yes if the gOVG1'1111lou1; failed to 
pay. 

':Phe calico dresseH which the girls had. re­
ceived from tho Iudians, }ut<l become torn by 
riding through brake, bri.arH au(l brnsh, and 
wit,h their soiled faces awl di~·;lwv(ll(ltl hail', lUlidn 
them objectH of pity.:!t III a RellH(~, the girls 
bearing' their crOHSClS~ had :i:'o]lowe(l their Master 
up Calvary to its summit, wlwl'(\ lIe granted 
their prayer by Rotting them froe. 

~I!B, Smith's Biat. ,of Wis., 214, 22G. 



CHAPTER XI. 
I{,OYALLY WELCOMED. 

Following cLose behind the soldiers that went 
out with Cql. Gratiot ,to meet the Indians with 
the girls, were the ladies of the Fort, including 
the wives of the commanding officers, ancl al­
though the Indians had delivered the girls into 
the custody of Col. Gratiot, the ladies imme­
diately took charge of them, and after kissing 
and hugging them affectionately, conducted 
them to the Fort, where the girls were fur­
ni,shec1 with new clothes and the 'best meal that 
the place could produce. After dining the girls 
became sleepy and reth'ed to rest, feeling per­
fectly secure. 

"Sleep,! ,to the home1ess thou are home; 
The friendles·s 'find in thee a friend; 
And well .is, where,soe'er he r·oam, 
Who meets thee at hi,S journey's end." 

A messenger who had been dispatched for 
Col. Dodge, met him on his way to the Mounds 
in company with Capt. Bion Gratiot, a brother 
o~ 001. Henry Gr·atiot. On his arrival Col. 
Dodge immediately aS8umed general command 
of the place. fIe <jnvited the Indian chiefs, 
White Or,ow, W,hirlil1g Thunder and Spotted 

[81] 



82 110YAI.JT.JY WEIJC10MBD. 

Arm, into the Fort, and fed them sumptuously. 
Ebenezer Brigham who lived at the east end of 
the Mounds contributed a big fat steer for the 
feast. After the feast, lodgings for the Indians 
were prepared, beds for the chiefs having been 
provided in one ·0£ the cottages. Having every~ 
thing comfortably arranged, the Colonel retired 
and wa;s soon fast asleep. 

About an hour after Col. Dodge hall gone to 
bed, Oapt. Gratiot camo rushing to his eabin in 
an excited manner, calling to him to, roUSe up 
and prepare for action immediately. He in­
formed the Colonel that the Indian chiefs whom 
the Colonel had placed in the cottage, had gone 
out to some brush near by and apparently were 
inciting the Indians to make an attack upon the 
Fort. White Crow had come to the Captain and 
~fter telling him that the whites were a soft~ 

shened breed and no good to fight (referring to 
Stillman's defeat), he closed by advising the 
Captain to tell his brother, Col. Gratiot, the In­
dians' friend, to go home and not stay ,at the 
fort. Also, Capt. Gratiot had observed the mell 
whetting their knives, tomahawks and spears, 
and it was learned that Itwo ,of the warriors had 
been sent to the Wiinnebago camp early in the 
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t~V(millg, vrohably to obtain more Indians to 
attaek the li'ort. 

Col. Dodge~ after listening attentively to the 
story .of Capt. G-ratiot, replied: "Do not be 
alarmed, sir; I will see that no harm befalls 
yon. " 

Col. Dodge then called the officer -of the 
guard and an interpreter and with six other 
men went out to where the Indians were and 
took -into custody White Crow and five of the 
other principal chiefs, and marched them into 
a cabin inside the palisade to secure obedience 
to his command. rl~hel1 after directing the 
proper officer to plaee a strong guard around 
th(~ cabin and double the guard ,around the 
whole ellcampm(~}ltt, the Colonel lay down with 
tho Illdllans. To carry out the Oolonel's orders 
took aU the men at the IPort, so that virtually 
the whole foree was under arms (luring the 
night.:l:! Once more the girls' lives were in 
;jeopardy. 

'1'ho night passed without another incident 
anel when the sun arose over the great plains to 
the nl1st, the girls were up and relished a good 
breakfast with the,ir friends that awaited them. 

n%X. Wis. r-nst. Col., 186. 
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Col. Dodge was out before the girls and he told 
the Indians that they must all go to Morrison'8 
Grove, a place where the road to Galena 
branches off the Military Road to Prairie du 
Chien, about fifteen miles west of Blue M01mds. 
The Indians-White Crow particularly-pro­
tested ag.ainS't goling, stating that their feet 
were sore from their long march in bringing the 
fIaU girls to the Mounds, and that thcy had 
shown such great magnanimity in riHldng their 
lives to ransom the prisoners that they shonld 
recelive their reward and be .a.llowed to return 
home. 0'01. Dodge frankly told them that he 
believed that they were in sympathy with Black 
I-Iawk and t,hat he should be ohliged to treat 
them as suspect.<:J. In vain diel White Crow use 
his eloquence in protesting his friendship for 
the whites, ·and after all was in readiness the 
Indians and soldiers accompanied by the IIall 
girls started on their mardI to Morrison's 
Grove, where they arrived before noon. Here 
George Medary kept a hotel in a large house 
built by ,the Morrison brothers of hewn logs, ad­
joining ·a cultivated field, one .of the first in the 
stute.lIiI 

The ladies looked after thc comfort· of the 

onXIn. Wis. Hi,st. Col., 341; "W1aubun," 111. 
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gil-hl, whom they weleollwcl with much exhibi­
t.i()/l of joy and alTeeti()ll, :lIlcl Col. Dodge, after 
lin v ing the hllliaml well feel, ordered the chiefs 
to liJW th(~lll up Illltil he could talk to them. 

l i'irH1. Col. Dodge explained the alarming sit­
uatioll HlIl'l'()lllldillg tho white settlers, and the 
ill fOl'lllatillll that hI! hact that the 'Winnebagoes 
wpr(~ lWHiUt.1,illg' to ;joill Black Hawk, and warned 
t.lllnll or .U\(~,ir deHtnwtioll if thoy should. take 
part; iu t.he Will' agaiw.;t; th(~ whites. Next Col. 
Gent.iot Hjlol\O t() tho Indians in their own 
{()Jlg-tIP, ill n ldndly manner, and after he had 
fill iHlwd \Vb ito Crow made tho following speech: 
"Ji'n1.lH'l'H, wheu you H(Hlt; It 1'O(lu08t to me to go 
will j,o l'.anf.:Olll t.hmw two white WOHlCHl, we 

enllnd Oil nIl of 0111' pODplu who WOl'e around us 

and Uwy gaV(l all ot' their wampnm, trinkets 
and (wrll! alld WH OW ('.hi(~fH gave tell horses. 
rI'lw IJitiJn Prins'I" 1, HIHI two ()thers, went to the 
Ha.nk:..; to lillY tho priROll/H'H. VYe soon succeeded 
in huyillg' ()IlO, 1m\; for a tillW (wnW not succeed 
in huying tlw o1;lwr. Aftnr wo had bought one, 
WI! demandnll tho oUWl'. rrhey said, ' No, we 
will rlOt give lwr 11p. 'We have lost too much 
hlood. We wi11 kCHlP her.' 

"Wo told thmn: err yon don't give her up, 
we will raiRe t.}w tomahawlr and take her.' T 
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had a horse which you, father (Gratiot,), g.a vo 
me. It was the last horse that I had. I told 
them that I would give them that horse to oh­
t,ain the prisoner. At sundown they gave me 
the girls and I gave them the horse. ~rlw IJittle 
Priest took one of the girls and I took th{~ other 
and put them on horses. A Sauk eamo, as we 
were about to start, and a,uempted to cut off the 
hair of one of the girls. I caught his hand ·and 
prevented him, but allowed him afterwards to 
cut a s,mall lode rPhese white sisters were very 
much affected and my young daught~r cried to 
,see these white sisters so clistressod. Our women 
bought clothes rr'om the Sauks and g,avo them. 
These sisters will tell yon that we mado thenl 
sleep together, and the danghter of tlw ldttle 
Priest slept on one side of thom and my <laugh­
ter on the other side. W 0 were mortified that 
we could not 11se them botter. Our hlankets 
arc worn out and we could do no better. I 
tried to please ,and comfort thorn, but they were 
not accustomed to OUI· rnode of living and could 
not eat. 

"I-1ere are ou:r two sisters, wo bring thorn here 
to take their hands and give them into your 
bands. We have saved t·hei:r lives, for the 
Sauks intended to kill them. 



87 

"And now, fathers, ·all that we have to ask 
of you is that you will not put us or our chil. 
dren in the same situation that these white 
sisters were. We have brought them to you to 
prove to you that we are t·he friends of the 
Americans. "3' 

After listening to White Crow, Col. Dodge 
in:i:ormnd him that he would hold as hostages 
i:or the good conduct of the Winnebago Indians, 
their chiefs Spotted Arm, Whirling Thunder 
and IJittle Priest, to which the wiley 'Ohief made 
little objection, as he was trying to obtain as 
much goods as possible in final settlement of the 
reward, which was paid mostly in trinkets, 
blanket.r:l and horses. 

IIaving been woll fed and supplied with 
filunv}s lLnd blankntl; of brilliant colors, child­
like, the Indians were noW anxious to go home. 

White Crow, with a showing of much regre,t, 
bade good·bye to Sylvia and Rachel Hall. He 
wen t ovor the incidents of their rescno, and, to 
prove his friendship for the gids, offered to 
give each of them a Sac squaw as a servant for 
Hffl. 'rhe girls t.hankec1 him, but said that they 
dhl not want any human being to be taken away 
fronl her people a,q they had been from theirs. 

"Report of Col. Gra.tiot in U. S .. files. 
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The girl'S then bade adieu to all the Indians, 
towards whom their hearts had changed, and 
for whom they now felt considerable friench;hip. 
rrhe eloquence of 'White Crow made an impres­
sion on the yOUllg women, as he spoke in a sym­
pathetic tone lmexpected kind word,s that 
touched their hearts. 

After resting at Morrison's durin g tho after­
noon and night, early the next morning tho HoI­
diers with their Indian hostages and the girls, 
proceeded along the Galena road t,o P'ort l)e­
fiance, which was located five milCH southem;t 
0'£ Mineral Poiut. nere again the girls were 
well cared for by the wives of the oflicerH, llnd 
the most sumptuous meal tlut1; eOllld 1)(\ pre­
pared waH set before them, a.nd ,their short stay 
made ,as plea~;ant aR possihle.311 

After dinner, with the eon voy of soldiers and 
the Indian hostages, the girls again moved OIl 

to Gratiot's Grov<\ ahout It In ile HOll th 0 r 8h U)]H­

burg, and fourt(~en miles llOrth(m~d; of On]mlu. 
At this place thm'c \vas a village of twnnt.Y fam­
ilies, with a hotel all<.1 a, garril-wll 0:[ United 
States soldiers. IID 1:'he leading lady of the pIneo 
was Oapt. Gratiot's wife, a l~rench woman or 
excellent education, whose· mother had been 

D~X. W'is. Hiat" 001., 340. 
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lady-in-waiting to Queen Marie Antoinette. 
rvIrs. Gratiot, who was noted for her hospitality, 
tonk charge of the girls and entertained them 
lavishly .at her home.37 

Gratiot's Grove, 'which became renowned as 
the most beautiful spot in the northwest, is 
dnseribed by Mrs. Gratiot as follows: "Never 
in my wanilerings had I beheld a prettier place; 
the hnuntiful rolling hill'S extending to Blue 
M:OluH1H, a diRtanee of thirty miles, the magnifi­
eont grove, as yot untouched by the falling axe, 
fornwd tlw graeeful franw for the lovely land­
Heape. "311 rrhoodore Huclolph, a Swiss traveler 
who was at Gratiot '9 Grove in the spring of 
1832, deserihing the plaee says: "The vast 
prairie, as far as the eye could reach, was 
elothoc1 with a carpet ·of riehest green, inter­
~lporsecl wHh gorgeous wild flowers, of brilUant 
huos of reel, bInG, a.nd yellow, in fact every color 
or the rainbow-romillding one of t·he garden 
crr Bden, ,as onr youthful fnneies never failed to 
paint it for lIB. "30 

nax. Wis. Hls,t. 001., 256. 
ft1X. Wis. I-l1st. 0:>1., 18·6, 246. 
~8X. Wi s. Hist. Col., 286. 
8DXV. Wis. I·net. 001., 345. 



CHAPTER XII. 
HOl\lBW Al{,J) B()ll N 1). 

"Oh! sweet is the longed·for IHlven oJ: rBst! 
And dear are the loved ones we oft ,have: ,caresl:H~tl! 

And fair are: the home' scenes that gladden tlH1 
view-

The far-wooded hiillss;t:retclling up to t.he, blue, 
The lake's U:mpid splendor,t.hech'cling shoro, 

The feU and the fore:s,t, the me'ad and the moor, 
Are cilus'tered with mem'r,ies and, though we may 

roam, 
Their charm ever guides, us and whispe'l's of home!" 

-An,na C. Scanlan. 

The thought of returning to their home filled 
the girls' hearts with such joy ,as was possible 
under their circumstances. When they arose on 
the morning of their depv,rture from Gratiot's 
Grove, everything was inspiring. Never before 
had .the birds sung more sweetly 11 or h~Ld the 
flower'S looked more bea,utiful. rrhe whole vil· 
lage was astir early, and prQlbably thore was 
not one of the inhabitants who failecl to appear 
to bid ,the girls good-by(~. 

Oapt. Gratiot's wife malIe the g'irls Horne nice 
presents and had so endeared herself to them 
that although they had known her but a very 
short time, they left her with tears, and in tears. 

Finally, all being ready, with a convoy of sol~ 
diers the girls continued their journey to White 

[[)OJ 
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Oa.k Springs (10 miles northeast of Galena), 
nnar which they formerly lived and where they 
had many friends. It was then a mining village 
of e()nRidern.bl(~ size, but no.t so charming as 
Gratiot ''8 Grove. rrhere was a fort with 801-

(lim's at the plac(~, and all was in readiness to 
reel!ive t.he girls. As some of their relatives 
liYerI llear t.ho plll('(~, going there Hcc3Uled to them 
like going hom(~. 

Ouo 01' the fil'Ht Hu.rpl'hles that .the girls had, 
was to meet; thnil' hrot.her ,Tohn who they 
thought htl-tl boen murdorod at Indian Creek. 
110 hafl hnlHl mUHtcl'ecl .into the militia .and was 
~t1LtiOlHl(l at Oalcma, hut was gran,ted indefinite 
alHWIl(\(~ to go to !ll(wt his sistors and accompany 
thmll home. 

At White Oak Springs they received .a letter 
from thoir :former pastor, Hev. R. Horn, who 
had a mis!-lic>ll on the Illinois River where Robert 
Scott, an unele of ·the girls) lived. The letter 
was full of kindness and invited the girls t.o 
come to tllC Horn reRidencc' and make it their 
home. From th£l,t time on, all arrangements 
werre m·ado to that end. 

On the night o:P June sixteenth, great excite· 
mcnt was cansed by a messenger riding into 
tho town and annonncing that the battle of the 
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Peckatonica (18 miles northeast) had been 
fought, that .all ,the Indians that participated 
in it had ,been killed,. and that many of the 
whites had fallen. 'fhe shocking particulars, 
which were loathing to the girls, were told and 
retold. They had seen human blood Rpilled and 
they knew what such a sight meant, so it ~imply 
renewed their horror. 

The girls remained at White Oak 8p1'in ISH two 
weeks, durjng whieh their lady friend:..; nutde 
considerable clothing for them so that they had 
·a well-supplied wardrobe, considering the time 
and the border country. 'fhe men were not 
backward in the good work and presents of 
goods were given by the store-keepers and a 
small purse raised to help .to smooth their way. 

Also, old acquaintances were renewed and 
new friendships were formed from which it 
w.as hard to break away when it eame time to 
leave. From gruff old miners up to the army 
of(1.cer in his shoulder-HtrapH, the viHago folk 
gathered ar·ound the young ladies to wish them 
God-speed. 

The girls shook hands with everyhody and 
thanked them, individually and collectively, for 
their great kindness. In the last written state­
ment signed by Rachel I-Iall Munson and Sylvia 
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H all Horn, they say: "Weare very sorry we 
cannot recollect the names of those kind friends, 
that they might appear upon record ·as a tes­
timony of their kindness to ns in our destitute 
(~ondition. May the blessing8 of our Father in 
hea.veu, rm;i: upon t.hem all!" 

!i'rolll White Oak SpringR the girls went on 
t.o OulmHL, where they Htopped with an old ac­
<lUu,ill1;Hllee Hamed Bell and were supplied with 
rati<ms by the United States' army officers who 
(WllHi<lnl'od t.he girl:.; their guests. 

'nHlY .had not heen there many days before 
tlw Ht(~amb()Ht; "Willnebago" called for a load 
of l(~a<l to ta.ke to 8t. IJ()uis. ~rhe girls with 
tlwil' hr()tlwr ,Johu and their uncle Edward 
Ilall tonk 1>1l:H:·mgo down the Mississippi to St. 
IJouis wIwre thoy arrived ,Junc :30, and were re­
<wived 'hy (Jov. Olal'k who took them to his 
1101)10 and elltertail1Hd them as his guests:lO 

Un1:ortullu,tely, at that time t11e cholera was 
ill Ute city and meetings or people, public dem­
om;tra ti<mH, an d ell tertahull en t8, were restrict­
(HI. Whiln tlw girl:;; d.id not f(~(~] like attend.ing 
ellterta.innlonts or going in society, the people 
or St. lJOuis wore anxious to entertain them. 

4°Letter of Governor Olarlt to Secretary of War, 
;June 30, 1832; 1I1.,ue of A. S . .Tohnston," .Johnston, 23. 
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A purse of $470.00 was collected, and, at the 
request of the girls, was put into ,the hands of 
1\11'. IIorn for investment. Other small sums of 
money were given to the girls to pay their in­
cidental expenses, and articles for their com­
fort were presented to them. 

The girls were anxious to go home, and in 
company wi.th their broth(~r ,Tohn and Unde 
Edward they boarded the steamer" Carolina" 
for Beardstown, Ill., from where they wero 
taken to the home of their uncle l~ol>ert fi.eott, 
close to Mr. IIorn's. Here they remained until 
Fall, when they went to the home of: the-ir 
brother John who hac1 reeently married and 
settled on a homestead ill Bureau County, about 
twenty miles west or the Davis Settlem<mt. 
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At a little country store down in Indiana 
where tlw settlers usually gathered to read the 
w(H~kly IH!,wSIHtper, William Munson, a young 
Ulall who was horn in New York, first heard of 
Ow Ilall girls aJul their wonderful adventure. 
n(~ wm; ill tlw west seeking his fortune, and, 
hnillg all atlmirer of the brave ·and full of youth­
rul firo, IHl l'mnarked to the people that he 
wDuld somo (lay marry one ·of those girls. His 
I1(Htl'Ost; frieIHls did not take him seriously, and 
1.110 mattel' as it passillg joke was soon forgot­
tml. However, with him it becanlO a fixed idea, 
mul ill tho Hpring of: 1888 he went to Illinois and 
took llP u ImHl e1u,im jn tho neighborhood where 
;1 (l1m W. Hall lived. 

gVHl'Y good womo.n is not s·atisfied until she 
lutH it homo of hoI' own. rrhis natural longing 
waH !lar.ticm]u,rly Atrong ill the minds of the 
TIan girlH, WhORO home had been destroyed. 

rl'lwre iH no roeord o£ how William Munson 
firNt mot RIl.c!hC!l Hall, but out' information shows 
that tlwir eonrtship was short; for in March, 
I8BB, thoy worr. united in marriage, and shortly 
afterwards thoy settled down on the land claim 
entored by her fa.ther, ,about a mile. and a half 

[0:;1 
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of Ottawa. Mr. Heed's daughter ]'annie mar­
ried James H. Eckles who was United States 
'rrea:surer under Cleveland. lVII's. Eckles' 
daughter Wjnnie is married to Judge Kenesaw 
l\1onnt,ain Landis, of Chicago. 'William l\.funson, 
Jr., married Delia Shaver, and the othor surviv­
mg sons, Louis and Elliot, never marrir.d. 

Edward Vance, a grand-son or Mrs. lVI11n80n, 
is a well-known lawyer in South Dakota, and 
Douglas Dunavan is a prominent hliwycr at Qt-

. tawa, Illinois. We shall not attempt to give 
sketches of the various descendents of Mrs. 
MlU1S011, as it would expand too much the limits 
or this volume. 

The shock of the massacre and consequent 
captivity impaired the splendid constitution of 
Mrs.. lVIul1son, who thereafter suffored from ner­
vousness; but through the earlier part of her 
life, she manifested unusual vigor. As Mrs. 
Munson passed middle life she failed rapidly, 
and on May 1, 1870, she closed her earthly 
career anel was laid to rest in the garden beside 
her infant children who hacl gone before her, 
anel when Mr. Munson died he' was interred be­
side his f.aithful wife. Their graves are about 
ohe and -one-half miles east of Shabona Park, 
on the original lIall homestead. 
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left wit.h her sister to make hor honw with hel:' 
brother John, she and Mr. Horn l()okt~(l Up011 

each other with great affectioll. 'rhe rnal'l'iag(j 
of Rachel emphasized the yeal'nings of Hylvitt 
for her own hOJnc, ana May f), H~:m, ~;}w waf;; 
married to Mr.lIorn ana sottio(l ill CaSH COUllty, 
:Illinois. '1'hore WlH'O bOl'll to Mr. and Mrs. 1101'11, 

eleven children. Mr. Horll's v()Cmtioll enllo(l 
him from one pIneo (;0 another. Baving HtU'v(Hl 
in the ministry in Illinois, ho Hl'Ht wlm!: to MiN~ 
souri, thence to Pel'll, Neln'HHka, JI(\xt to H pHl'~ 

ish neal' IJinenlll, H1Hl finnlly Hntl,]pd dowlI Itt 
I 

Anlmrn, Nemaha COllnty, N(~I>I'nHlw., whnl'(' 110 
died :May 8, 1888, l<laviI.g' hilll Nl1l'vivillg', his 
widow, M:l'H. Sylvia lIall 1101'11, and H(wnt'n.1 
ehildrcn and gl'aIHl-c',hildl'(ltl. 

Mr. Horn heeauw all <ll<1m' 01' tlw M. I~. IiJpiN­
eOl1alchnreh, alld hold ~mvel'al high nhlll'dl of­
fi('.es. Bldor JIOJ'1l was 1}()1;(~(1 ro}' hiH illtollHe 
religions zeal, and, figm·,ativul.v HIHmking, hn 
died in the lla,rn(~H~ of (~XhnuHti()1l aJld old ago. 
He was buried in IVa. Vel'Il0l1 ()Pllwhn'y, Poru, 
Nebraska. 

After the (loath of BIder 110)'11, M 1'14. Bylvin, 
Hall IIorn madn hot' hOUIO with lwl' HOll, rphomas 
S. IIoI'll, in Auhurn, Nobl'aska, whor~ Hhc died 
,January 11, 1800, aged 85 years, .10 mouths and 
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16 days. Mrs. IIorn was buried beside her hus­
band with whom she had happily lived for 55 
years. She left surviving her a host of de­
scendants. 

In the fall of 1867, John "W. Hall, Mrs. MUll­

son,and her husband, made a visit to Elder 
Horn's, Auburn, Nebraska, during whieh Mr. 
Hall and his sisters n~trrated the incidents of 
the massacre and captivity, whieh were reduced 
to writing by the Elder and published. rrhe 
manuscripts are now in the cmstody of Mrs. 
Eckels of Chicago. In his statmncllt :1\11'. Hall 
says: II After thirty-five years or toil have 
pased ·over my head since the memorable occa­
sion, my memory is in some things rather dim." 
Mrs. Munson and Mrs. IIorn close their recital 
as follows: tlThus we have given the circum­
stances of our captivity and the rescue as nearly 
as 'we can recollect at this d.ate, September 7, 
1867." The former published statements of 
the ladies substantially agree with this last 
one. All their 'statements and public interviews 
have 'been freely used and completely worked 
into thi.s n·arrative. 41 

In 1833 the state of Illinois donated to Mrs. 
413 Smith',s <lHis,to,ry of Wls,consin" (1854), 187; 

"The Bl8ick Hawk W,ar" (Steven.s), 150. 





Munson and Mrs, Horn, 160 acreR of land that 
the United States had given to the state to­
wards the construction of the callal hetween 
Chicago ,anel Ottawa. At that time the land 
was not valuable, and netted uut a small smll 
to the ladies. Now that land if:! within the city 
of Joliet and is worth considerable nWlley. 

It has been ·asserted-and publishc(l in honks, 

that Congress voted gifts 01: 1110l1OY to the girls; 
but in answer to an inquiry llHl.do n,t, the Unit(Hl 

St.ates Treasury, the author was informed t.hat 
no such appropr.iation has evor hom1 nlluln, and 
Mrs, Dunavan says tha.t Hlw llovor 1m (!W oJ lwl' 
mother '8 receiving any money from tJw govm'l\­

ment. 
In 18:37 Mr, Munson croeted a vnry haIHhlOmo 

monument; on the spot Iwhore his wife's parents 
and the others who died with thmn wero buried. 
It is a graceful shaft. 

In 1905, through the oJl\n'ts of friuncls of tho 
persons who were nUl,ssaered at; Indian C~l'(\(1k 

OIl May 21st, 18B2, tho IllinoiH logiKlatul'o apw 
propriated the sum of fivo thouHnrHl doll arK to 
place ,a monument at the grave where tlw vie­
tims were huricc1.42 On AugnHt 20, IDOG, the 

42La wsof Illinois, 190,5, p. 42. 
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new monument was dedicated with much cere­
mony, music and orations. Among the speakers 
were the venerable Hon. John W. Henderson 
and his brother, Gen. rr. J. Henderson, who 
were boys at the time that the massacre oc­
curred, the former being one of the persons 
who werH planting corn south of the Davis cot­
tage on that day, and who with John W. Hall 
escaped to Ottawa. 

A full aeeonnt 0:[ the dedication will be found 
in the neWSpapel'H and in the records of: the 
Illinois HiHi;ol'ical Soeiety.'w 

4nHOtt,llwa Journal," Augns,t 30, 1906; "Bureau 
Oounty Re,pubUcan," August 30, 19()(j; XI!., "Trans­
actions of the Illinois State Historical Society," p. 
339. 



CHAprrER XIV. 
SHABONA.->:-

The story or the Hall girls' adventureR would 
not be properly finished without some :further 
mention of Chief Shabona. Probaoly no other 
Indian in the West knew more white people) 
individually, than he knew; also, he was known 
at sight to more white people than 'was any 
other chief of his ti;me. His name was so famil" 
iar among the whites, that jts mere mention was 
a safe passport to any home of the settlers. 

*This chief's name is speUe<d in many different 
ways, to"wit: "Sha"boID"ri," in Smith's History of 
Wisconsin; "Shah-be'e~nay," ,by Mrs. Kinzie in Wau­
Bun; "Shaubena," by Matson; "Sohau-he-nee," by 
Kingston; "Ghab-on-eh," "'Shab"eh-ney," "8habonce," 
and "Shaubena," in the Apple,ton's, Ency.clopedia of 
Ameri,can Biograpihie,s, and on his tombstone his 
name is spelled "Shabona". In Illinois, places, named 
af.te,r him are spelled Shiabbona and Shabonier, the 
latter being the Fren<ili s,pelling. As Mr. Smith, Mrs. 
Kinzie, Mr. M:atson, and Mr. Kingston, knew Sha­
bona. weU, the weight .of e,videlJl,ce ,seems to bB !ll 
favor of spelling his name Shraubena, which is in 
tlJc,cordan'ce with the' a,pelling of Indl,an words. The 
se'cond b is not ihe,ard in the usual pronounciation of 
"Shabbona" (Shab'-ell-ney), and it ,causes strangerE:l 
to misp.flonoulloce the name. Even the word "Sa.c", 
is usuallypron,ounced Samk, and is gene'r:ally spelled 
S,auk. Ve,ry many ,Indian names have the di'phthoug 
artloas shown by names of rive,rs and placels. Conse­
quently, it would se,em that the first ,sylI.able should 
be speUed S-'h ... a-u-b. 

[lOll] 



SlIA]~ONA. 107 1, 

Shabona was well aware of that f.act and he 
alwaYR introduced himself as ":Mr. Shabona." 

Baldwin says that Shabona was born in 
Canada; but Matson asserts that he was born on 
the Kankakee in 'Will County, Illinois; and the 
, 'Handbook of American Indians" gives Mau· 
mee River, Illinois, as his birthplace. This con­
tention of many countries as the place of Sha­
bona, 's hirth, proves the greatness oJ: the man. 
Argos, Rhodes, Smyrna, Chios, Colophon, and 
several other cities, claim to be the birthplace 
of Homer; and Scotland, England, Wales, and 
Bl'itany, of 81;. Patriek. AuthOl'H agree that 
Shabona was born in 1775 and dwelt at Sha­
hona, 's, Grove for fifty yea,rs. He was a grand­
nephew of Pontiac and his father who was an 
Ottawa chier, rought uncler Pontiac. Shahon,a 
waH six feet tall, erect, ,and weighed over two 
hundred pounds. 

During the wars of 1812, 1827 and 1832, 
Shwbonu l'cmdered great services to the white 
people by saving the lives of many of them who 
were, taken captives hy the Indians, and by pro­
tecting the home of John Kinzie ,and his friends 
during the Chicago massacre. lIowever, with 
his tribe he joined in the borcl.er war against 
the whites .ap,clfollght beside T'ecumseh when 
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he fell at the battle of the Thames. rrhat was 
the last time that Shabona raised a hand against 
the white people. 

When Col. Richard M. Johnson, who com­
manded the American army at tho rrhames be­
came vice-president of the United States, Sha­
bona made a visit to him .at Washington. rrhe 
vice-president gave Shabona a heavy gold ring, 
which he wore untn his death and at his reqncHt 
it was buried with him. 

On account of Shabona's great servieos to the 
white people, the state of Illinois gave him two 
and one-half sections of laud at the site of his 
Pa!W'-Paw Village. In 1887 the last of Sha­
bona '8 tribe having been moved to a Kansas 
reservation, he followed them with his family 
consisting or twenty-seven persons, jncluc1ing 
his son Pypagee and nephew Pyps who were 
soon thereafter slain by the Sacs for the parts 
that they played in notifying' the whites to fice 
to Ottawa, before the massacre at Indian Creek. 
Shabona was warned that the Sacs were schem­
ing to assassinate him, because of his efforts to 
save the whites, ,and in 1855 he returned to 
Illinois. 

Before Shabona left Illinois for Kansas, he 
placed his lands in the hands of an agent namE~d 
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Norton to collect the rents, pay the taxes and 
to look after them generally. Unconscionable 
settl<H'ssqllatted on Shabona's lands and filed 
jn the government land office, affidavits that 
ShabonC1 had abanuollecl the lands, and on that 
proor and some technicalities the lands were 
again sold as public lands, and on Shabona's 
l'eturn he round his domajn in the possession 
of: the squatters who claimed to be the owners. 
ShabOIHl,coulcl not help feeling that he had been 
cheated by the whites, after all he had done for 
them, and the old mall sat on a log near where 
his village had formerly stood and wept 
bittorly. 

"Allld man, whose heave'n-erect.ed face 
T',he smiles of love ,adorn, 
Man's inlmmanity ,to man 
Malens cotmtlelss thousands mourn!" 

Bhortly after his return, as Shabona was cut­
ting a few poles. to erect ,a tent on the margin 
of the grovo that bore his name, a settler at­
taeked him and forcibly drove him off the land, 
and shamefully abused the old man. Then for 
some time homeless, he wandered ,about from 
pIneo to place, the few remaining whites whom 
he had befriended, always givjng him a warm 
wolcome. The old warrior's plight aroused the 
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dormant gr.atitude of a few whites who raised 

a fund with which they bought for him at Sen~ 

eca, on Mazon Creek, near the Illinois River, 

twenty acres -of land which they cultivated and 

erected a dwelling-house thereon. Because of 

his natural desire to live ol1t~doors, ShahonH 

lived in a tent nearby and used the cottage f01 

storage purposes. 'rhrough th\~ efforts of his 

friends, the government gran ted him a. pension 

of two hundred dollars a year, Oll whieh he sub­

sisted until he died ill 1859, at the ago of eighty~ 

four yearR, an(1 was buried in Evergl'Oml Ceme­

tery, at MOl'ris, Illinois.4-1 

When Shabona was dying~ he said: "" I want 

no monument erected to my memory; my lifo 

has been mark enough for me. " HO'wever, hi:.; 

friends erected at his grave a granite bonl<1er 

five feet long by three feet high, whieh bears 

only this simple inscription: (' Shabona, 1775-

1859. )'40 

H7, Wis. rIist. 001., 415-421; History at La 8(\.11(> 

County, B,alwin, 11 O. 
4rIIlEve·rgr~e'n Ceme,tery" (prlnted l>amphll~t), }> •• {, 



OHAPTER XV. 
CO-MEE AND TO-QUA-MEE. 

Some of our readers may ask, Was anyone 
prosecuted for the massacre at Indian Oreek? 
Oh, yes! Oo~mee and To-qua-mee who had tried 
to buy Rachel and Sylvia Hall from their father, 
as related in Ohapter IlL, were, in the spring 
of 1833, at Ottawa, Illinois, indicted by a grand 
jury, and a warrant issued and placed in the 
hands of Sheriff George E. Wal~{er who had 
been an Indian trader and spoke the Pottawat­
omie language, to make the arrests. The In­
dians had gone to Iowa with Black I-Iawk and 
had become members of his tribe . 

.Alone, Sheriff Walker went to the Sac reser­
vation . and placed the Indians under arrest.' 
The two Indians made no resistance, but un­
shackled accompanied the sheriff to Ottawa. 
They were allowed to go on a bond signed by 
themselves, Shabona, and several other In­
dians, upon their promises upon their honor to 
return for trial. 

When the time for the trial arrived the In­
dians were 'On hand, although they had told 
their friends that they expected to be executed. 
Many of the friends of the people who had been 

[111] 



massacred, a,rmed and threatenjng to shoot the 

prisoners, if they should be, liberated, attended 

the, trial. There was no jail in Ottawa at the 

time, so the trial was held under a great tree 

on the bank of the Illinois. All through the 

trial the sheriff with a posse of ·armed men, 

guarded the Indiam.;. 
Mrs. Munson and Mrs. Horn, the prineipal 

witnesses, could not positively identify either 

of the Indians, and as the Indiaus had volun­

tarily stood their trial when they might have 

escaped, the jury acquitted them. Whell the 

trial was over the Indians' friends gave them a 

banquet at Buffalo Hock (six miles down the 

Illinois), to whieh the sheriff and several uther 

prominent men of the time were invited. A 

fat deer and choice game were parts of the 

menu, and a great red-white pow-wow was a 

part of the celebration. 

It is said that subseqnently when TO"(lUa-mee 

and Co-mee were chinking with their friends, 

they admitted that they were present at the 

massacre, and that they took pl1rt in it only 

because they were angered ,at Davis rOl' hiild. 

ing. the dam aicross Indian Creek. Also, they 

stated that it wa::l through their influence that 

the lives of the· Hall girls were spared, which 
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was ,an express condition upon which they in­
sisted before they would take part in the mas­
Flacre. However, Black Hawk in his autobiog­
raphy states that it was the Hac Indians who 
saved the lives of the girls; and White Crow in 
his speech at Morrison's, said that the Sacs in­
tended to kill the girls and that the Winneba­
goes saved their lives. 46 

{OX!. TranslacltilOns of Illinois Htstori'cal S.ociety, 
1906, p. 313; Memorie,s of Shabona, 165-168; Black 
Hawl{'s Autobiography, 111; Ante, p. 83. 
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