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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

The material of the present work was originally included in a 
l~rge and costly volume entitled " The Commonwealth of Mis
souri," the price of which placed it beyond the reach of the 
majority of readers. Everything of permanent value in the 
larger work has been retained in' this, and all extraneous mat
ter omitted; and the work is now offered at a :figure which it is 
hoped will meet the popular demand. 

Identified with the growth of our noble State for over half a 
century, a considerable portion of the time in public life, no 
person could have been found better qualified to write its history 
than the distinguished gentleman whose name appears upon our 
title-page, CoL. W. F. SWITZLER, Editor of the Columbia States

man. BLessed with a remarkable memory, and having all his 
life given particular attention to the preservation of documents 
and memoranda of every description relating to the history 
and growth of Missouri, he has enjoyed unequalled advantages 

:'°''"'' in the preparation of the work; advantages which have been 
supplemented by a patriotic ardor which age cannot cool, and a 
discriminating judgment which preserves the truth, unswerved 
by prejudice or partisan feeling. The unvarying accuracy of his 
record has already been the subject of much complimentary 
remark. 

The numerous mounds and other pre-historic relics found 
within our borders indicate that Missouri was once the seat of 
:;i. mighty empire, of which these relics are now the only traces. 
It has been thought proper, therefore, to precede the History by 
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an account of these ancient remains. Prof. CONANT'S admirably 

written chapters, while giving such an account, present also a 

complete epitome of the science of Archreology. 
The contributions on the Physical Geography and Material 

Wealth of Missouri, by Prof. Sw ALLOW and R. A. CAMPBELL, 

added to the preceding sections, make the present work the most 

complete picture of our ~tate yet offered to the public. 

For himself the editor claims no credit beyond that of an 
earnest effort to present in an attractive and useful shape the pro
ductions of the abler men whose names appear above. 

CHANCY R. BARNS. 
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CHAPTEH. I. 

TRACl<i!-l 01~ VANTHll lr:D j'g()['l,l•)R. -- 'l'llEll\ Wom.o-Wnm D!FFURION. -liussrAN EARTFI

WOJU(~.--J•,u n·TIAN MONllMl':NTl:l ANCll•!NT AT nm DATJ1 01' OLI>l~S'l' l{ECOll.DS.-A 

'l'IWY ST11,1, Or.mm 'l'UAN 'J'Hlf, ANCU:!'l'l' 'l'HOY (JI' HOMlm. 

I N nil lands, whenever in the nges past the climate has been such as 

to rnudm· it posc;ihle fot· man to subsist, the earth is found thickly 

pl:mt<~d with tho graves of vanished peoples. Countless gcnerutious 

hiive conw and go110, and loft 110 record of their lives and work, save 

what is to ho founcl in th<• fow irnrviving monuments they httve Cl'ected, 

or the rude implements and fragmentary remains of their industry, 

which descended with them to the tomb. The great ocean of humanity, 

with the oncrgy of its ccasolc ss 'flow, has oft-times, no doubt, obliterated 

the traces of former generations, save here and there a foot-print in the 

solid rock, or an empty shell which has been left upon the shores of time. 

We of to-day build, sow and reap, buy and sell, and thus repeat, over 

nnd over ngain, the great drama of life, (tbove the sepulchers of departed 

millions, long since forgotten. How often the long eons have tiui8hed 

their cycles and the now began-who can compute, or from whence 

shall the dabt be drawn upon which such computation may be based? 

The sacred records furnish no system of the chronology of the race, 

nor standing-ground upon which a trustworthy one can be constructed. 

The wisest who have cssa.ved the task, from such sources, differ in 
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their estimates more than :five thousand years. The devout believer 
in Revelation, therefore, need feel no apprehensions for the foundations 
of his faith if it shall be proven even that man has been an inhabitant 
of the earth for a hundred thousand years or more. 

All that can be gained from history, sacred and profane, supplemented 
with the hieroglyphic annals of Egypt and the inscribed bricks and 
cylinders of Assyria, carries us back only about forty-four centuries. 
Suddenly we come then to the border-lund of legendary myths and 
extravagant traditions. The thick darkness which enshrouds all beyond, 
no one, a hundred years ago, thought possible to penetrate or dispel. 
But within the last fifty years a new science has been added to the 
variPd departments of human knowledge and research-the science of 
Archrnology, pure and proper,-and thousnnds to-day, including mnny 
of the best mind::i in the most enlightened lands, are devoting to it their 
serious and earnest labors. 

The :field of exploration is the wide world, whose continents are all 
equally rich in the monuments of the forgotten past. From the widely
separated quarters of this great field, the laborers gather from time to 
time, bringing the results·· of their work. All these combined are 
throwing their focal light upon the great questions of the origin and 
antiquity of the various races of mankind-their peculiar custorns :rnd 
mode of life-investing them with an interest never before awakened, 
which increases more and more, as the promise brightens of their 
satisfactory elucidation. The number of the monuments elf which we 
speak, upon our own continent, is legion upon legion. From Nova 
Scotia to the southern coast of Florida-from Behring's Strait to Mexico 
and Peru-from the Atlantic to the Pacific-are to be found the sites of 
ancient cities, or the former seats of a dense population. Europe, as 
every one knows, is full of them. Not only on the surface of the soil, 
but far down in the gravels of the drift, are found the remains of man 
in companionship with the bones of huge mammals, who were buried 
there, it would seem, long before the "British Channel was scooped 
out." In Russia, from its western border to the Pacific, from its 
southernmost limit far north into the inhospitable regions of Siberia, 
earthworks are found giving evidences of long occupancy, and doubtless 
a forced migration to the North. There, in the sepulchers of the dead, 
they deposited the gold and silver ornaments and other treasures of the 
departed, in which relics the more recent inhabitants have driven a 
thriving trade. The great steppes of Asia abound with sepulchral 
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mounds. Nor are the deserts of Africa without their witness to the 

existence of former generations. Het remorseless sands are the tomb 

of many an ancient city. 

Egypt, the oldest natiou which has preserved a written history, has 

also her pre-historic remains. Before the name of Athens was pro

nounced, or Greece was born-when Italy was peopled with savage tribes 

as wild and barbarous as the red men of America,-Egypt was far 

advanced in the higher branches of knowledge, the sciences and the 

nobler arts. Her priests even then dwelt in the palaces of the kings, 

and issued their mandates, with his, from the throne. Those palaces 

were colleges of learning, while the priests were the professors, who 

not only ministered in matters of religion and worship, but devoted 

themselves to the higher education of the young as well. 

To-day, as the explorer removes the stones from her ancient structures, 

he finds here and there one, whose inner surface is carved with curious 

devices and inscriptions, showing that it once had a place in older and 

demolished edifices. She had then her libraries also, in which the 

knowledge of her sages was preserved. Tombs of the librarians have 

been discovered, dating back at least five hundred years before Homer 

sang in the cities of Greece, and inscribed "To the chief of books." 

Long since, the line of the Pharaohs became extinct, and no prince or 

king-so the prophet said-shall ever sit on her throne again or sway 

the scepter ovc'r the land of the Nile. How old she seems ! An<l yet old 

Egypt was of yesterday, compared with the men of the drift, the 

reindeer period, or the pre-glacial times of Scandinavia, Scotland, 

France, England and the Pyrenees. 
These everywhere ancient. monuments of which we speak, men have 

been wont to regard with unquestioning curiosity, or at most to pass by 

with a conjecture only, as Homer did, who speaks of the ancient mounds, 

concerning which, in his day even, there was no history or tradition, and 

who imagined they might be the tombs of ancient heroes. Job makes 

more than one allusion to the monuments and "solitary mansions of the 

dead," which awakened the curiosity of the caravans and travelers of 

Teman, as they passed along the great thoroughfares of commerce. 

The wild songs of the most ancient bards are no longer poetic myths, 

the creations of a fervid imagination; hut their inspiration was ·drawn 

from events which actually transpired. "With truth their souls were fired." 

The poets were the nations' historians as well. Troy, with her strange 

story, is no longer a doubtful city. Dr. Schlieman has found her ancient 
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site and discovered enough, among her long-entombed memorials, to 
authenticate her history; and we may write once more "Ilium est'' 
for '• Ilium fuit." 

And what is most surprising of all, far down beneath the level of the 
ground once trod by the heroes whose names Homer has given to 
immortality, the explorer has found the ruins of another city-and he 
thinks still another below it-concerning which the poet seems to have 
heard no tradition. Among those deposits of an age so remote, were 
articles of stone and bronze and precious metals, skillfully wrought, giv
ing evidence of the existence of a people whose knowledge, attainments, 
and social condition were far in advance of those of the more ancient 
periods of stone and bronze-a civilization which could only have been 
realized by the slow growth of centuries. 

But not alone upon that glorious land, made immortal by the fiery 
energy of Homer's matchless songs, has a resurrection morning dawned, 
nor Egypt and Assyria with their hieroglyphic annals, hoiiry with age; but 
other lands, unknown in classic story, and the islands of the sea, are 
giving up their long-forgotten dead. The explorers of to-day are 
breaking down the hitherto impa>1sable barriers of the remoter nges of 
antiquity; here and there we catch glimps~s of the life and customs, nnd 
hold converse with the tribes and peoples of pre-historic times. Tho 
fast-accumulating records which have been gnthered during the last 
twenty-five years a1;e continually enriching the libraries of ovm·y civilized 
nation, and he who would master them u.11 will soon find life too short to 
do more than acquaint himself with the grand results of tho multiplied 
discoveries. The chief difficulty then, it will be• perceived, in the 
way of the present task, is one of condensation, or in other words, 
how to select from such vast material only those facts and obsorvutions 
which are necessary for the proper treatment of the subject we nre 
about to consider. 

On account of the limits prescribed for the archreologicitl chapters of 
this work compelling all possible economy of space, und ulso for the sake 
of continuity, instead of burdening them with frequent references to the 
authors consulted, I desire in the outset to make all due acknowledgment 
of my indebtedness to those valued records of the labors of the noble 
army of abler men who have preceded me in like investigations in this 
department of knowledge. Chief among those which have hecn freely 
consulted, are the writings of GAROILLASSO DE LA VEGA, PnoF. 
REFINESQUE, DANIEL WILLSON, LL.D., ALEXANDER w. BRADFORD, 
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J. W. FosTER, EDWARD L. CLARK, WM. PIDGEON, Prof. G. C. SWAL

LOW, Sir Jmrn LUBBOCK, M. L. FIGUIER, M. MARLOT, JoHN EVANS, 

LEWIS C. BECK, H. M. BRACKENRIDGE, JAMES ADAIR, and others. 

Also, an article upon the Archreology of Missouri, contributed by 

myself to the last volume of Transactions of the St. Louis .Academy of 

Science. 

CHAPTER II. 

METHODS OF THE ARCH2EOLOGIST.-Trm SIIELL-REAPS OF THE BALTIC.-THE BURIED 

FORESTS OF DENMARK.- '£IIE SISTERHOOD OF SCIENCE.- THE FIVll GEOLOGWA.L 

PERIODS.-'£HE AGES OF STONE AND BRONZE.-lRON IN COMMON USE THREE THOUS. ID 

YEARS .A.GO. 

As before remarked, in almost every land upon the surface of the 

globe, are to be found countless monuments and memorials of vanished 

races; sometimes structures of imposing magnitude, but oftener imple

ments of war and the chase, of domestic use and personal adornment. 

From such remains, more or less rude and defaced, it has been found 

possible to reconstruct a pre-historic history of man's life in the most 

remote ages of his existence; and by their careful study we are able to 

scrutinize his manner of life; to look in upon his domestic scenes; to 

witness his co:1seless struggles for existence-his mode of burial; and 

to learn something of his notions of another life. Only one important 

thing is forever lost-his language. For "we can never hear him speak." 

Yet the history we may recover is as true and touching as any which 

the poets sing. Nor need nll this be thought incredible, for these 

results arc obtained by the simple processes of reasoning and induction 

which we apply to the atfairs of evel'y-day life. When the traveler 

upon our western pfains stumbles by chance upon the ashes and debris 

of a former habitation, if he finus there the fragments of a hoe and 

sickle, he at once infers that the former occupant was a tiller of the 

soil; should his eye light upon a cast-off shoe of infantile propor

tions, he naturally concluJes that once it was the home of childhood. 

In addition to this, should he discover charred bits of bread tmd other 

articles of food, carbonized grain and fruits, along with culinary 

articles, showing tho action of fire, these facts would show what crops 
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were grown, the kind of food upon which the family subsisted, and also 
that the dwelling was destroyed by :fire. The presence of the fragments 
of a crucifix would point to the religious belief of the former occupant. 

Such is the method of the archreologist. When he examines the huge 
heaps of shells along the shores of the numerous arms of the Baltic 
sea, composed of individuals of large size, select and full-grown, of 
several species, commingled with rude implements of stone and bone, 
with also the bones of the codfish, and compares them with the 
diminutive specimens he is able to procure from the same waters now' 
it is an inference most reasonable, that when these heaps were· piled up 
around the miserable huts of the ancient fishermen, the waters of the 
Baltic were not so fresh as now. The presence of the bones of the 
codfish gives some evidence of skill in navigation, for they must be caught 
in the open sea. When the peat-bogs of this same country are examined, 
they present a record reaching far back of the historic period. These 
depressions in the natural surface of the earth-sometimes to the depth 
of thirty feet, disclose three distinct periods of arborescent vegetation. 
At the bottom are the stately trunks of the pine tree ; above these the 
oak, which once grew upon the sides of the pits, and when their full 
maturity was reached, fell inward. The oak was succeeded by the beech 
ani birch which now :flourish-and hn.ve flourished during all the period 
of history-throughout the land. The pine and oak have never been 
known during the historic period in the nat_ive forests of Denmark. 
In these bogs, beneath the layers of pine, are found the rude implements 
of the ancient inhabitants. Man lived, then, when·the pine forests were 
in their glory, and at that time also piled up the shell heaps along the 
shore ; for in these are found in great abundance the bones of a bird 
whose food is derived from the pine. 

Agtiin : when the student of Archreology discovers - as is frequently 
the case--the bones of extinct mammals, in situ, each bone lying by its 
fellow in its relative position as when in life, he knows there can have 
been no disturbance of the remains eiince the death of the animal. If he 
finds also, in companionship with them, the relics of man's industry, he 
believes that these mammals and man were contemporaneous. Should he 
:find, further, huge bones split longitudinally, and showing marks aud 
scratches of flint knives, which could only have been made while the bones 
were soft, he naturally concludes that man hunted these animals for food 
and split the bones to obtain the marrow. But the generalizations of the 
archreologist are not based upon the study of such relics alone~ Geology, 
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Paleontology and Archreology go hand in hand, and have well been 
called "three sister sciences." Each of these three related departments 
of human lrnowledQ:o is tbrowin!! its focal licrht with inoreasincr luster 

.._, ....... i:"') 0 

upon tho great question of man's :first nppearance upon t.he earth. By 
the light of their comhiJrn<l disclosures, the steps of onr groping feet 
are illumined ns we travel slowly along the pathway which leads us 
irresistibly to the night of the unknown ages, "and the mind recoils 
dismayed when it undertakes the computation of the thousands of years 
which have elapsed since the creation of ma1t." 

The five geological periods 
into which the crust of the 
earth hns been divided, are 
commonly named in the rel
ative order of theii;. age: 
the primitive rocks, the tl:an
sition rocks, the secondary 
rocks, tho tertiary rocks, and 
quaternary rocks. AH of 
these are anterior to the pres- -
ent geological perio<l. The 
long succession of animals 
and plants peculiar to each, 
is found generally to have 
died out duriug the time of 
its continuance. Judging 
from the present order of 
things, each period must A Solitary Cave Dweller. 

have been of long <luration; for the animals and phnts with which we 
are familiar show scarcely any alteration since their first appearance, 
though they have existed for thousands of years. Now it is considered 
certain by the best informed, that man existed in Europe at the 
commencement of the quaternary period. 

We are not left in doubt as to the climatic conditions of that country in 
those remote times, which must have bee11 similar to the polar regions of 
the North to-day. There was no Icelancl, Scotlund, or Scandinavia then. 
'rhe whole continent was shrouded in a winding sheet of snow. Her 
now bca11tiful valleys were the bottom of the sea. Enormous ice-fields 
stretched away from mountain to mountain, and only the highest 
elevations of the Pyrenees and Apennines were visible above the vast 
expanse of eternal snow and ice. Yet there, during that awful winter, for 
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which there was no promise of a coming spring, man and cotemporaneous 
animals contrived to exist. But what a life ! To us, it would seem 
utterly hopeless and dreary; but for its maiutenance he found abundant 
employment for all his activities, in providing means for bis daily 
sustenance, and in his contests with the wild beasts around him for the 
possession of the shelters of the caves and overhanging rocks. How 
long this period continued we cannot know; but the centuries rolled 
on, and slowly the glacial period comes to an end-the ice-fields melt 
away, the glaciers retreat to the north, and the submerged continent 
arises from the ocean. The sunshine and the genial air of a new spring 
morning dissipate the tears from the face of Nature, and she hastens to 
put on her robes of green. With this dawn of another life a new 

The E!ephas Primigeneus, 

g~~emtion of animals now makes its appearance on the earth, and very 
different too, from those 'vhich perished during the glacial period. 
Among them. the hug: m~mmoth ( Eleplws primigeneus) with his 
woolly coverrng and hon-like, shaggy mane; the .Siberian Rhinoceros 
(Rhinoceros ticlwi·inus, with curious horns) and clothing of fur, so soft 
and ~v:irm; _several~· species of the Hippopotamus; the Cave Bear, of 
p:od1gwns size, ( D1·sus SJ.!elrous) ; the Cave Lion ( Felis spelea) ; various 
k:nds . of i;r:renas, th~ Bison, the Urns, (Bos primigenus), and the 
g1gant1c ~rrsh Elk, with enormous wide-spreading antlers, and many 
others which need not now be mentioned. 
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These huge monsters rapidly multiply and roam m countless multi

tudes over the continent, as do the buffaloes of our western wilds 

to-day. Hundreds and thousands gather together in their favorite 

resorts and from some cause unknown they perish. How man could 

successfully contend with such formidable adversaries with the rude 

implements he was able to construct by his infantile skill, is surprising; 

but his necessities compelled him to he victorious. Nor was he then 

destitute of resthetic taste ; for at his leisure he carved in stone or hone 

the outlines of the beasts he had slain in the chase. 

At length the long summer ends, and another fearful winter begins. 

Again the cold is intense ; the glaciers advance through t.he valleys 

toward the south. The floods increase, the caves are submerged, and 

man seeks a home again in the mountain ranges. The valleys are filled 

with alluvium for hundreds of feet up the mountain sides. The centu

ries roll on- how long, no one can tell,- and again another subsidence 

of the floods, or uprising of the continent, takes place, and the glacitlrs 

once more recede to the north. Slowly the mountain tops are lifted 

toward the sky, and the earth is clad again in green. 

Man now returns to the former abodes of his ancestors. But what 

a change has taken place ! Many of the mighty mammals his forefathers 

hunted on the plains are seen no more. A few solitary individuals 

linger on, but soon he witnesses "the extinction and disappearance from 

the face of the earth of an entire fauna of the larger animals." 

Ii"rom this period the Reindeer epoch,-known also as the period of mi

gruted animals-begins. A new civilization dawns. Polished implements 

of stoue and hone take the place of rude chips and splinters of silex. 

Pottery is manufactured and ornamented with curious devices; and all 

that man does displays the awakening exercise of his sense for beauty. 

From this time the race proceeds with slow hut steady advancement. 

How long the Neolithic, or rolished stone period lasted, we have ne> 

means of judging, nor when men learned to smelt the more yielding 

ores, and to make bronze by the alloy of copper with tin. But when 

that great discovery was made by· which he supplied himself with tt 

material so much better :fitted by its superior hardness to copper for 

cutting implements and other uses, he entered that pathway, which ends 

only in all the glorious possibilities of the future. With this discov~ry, 

the age of Bronze was ushered in. Speedily its use spread over the 

greater part of Europe. With the age of bronze the arts and sciences 

may be said to have had their birth. Of the time of its continuance, 

which seems to have been long, we know but little more than we do of 
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the age of stone. Bnt at length it seems to have been brought to a 
sudde; i"termination by that mightiest physical event in the history of 
the development of mankind- the discovery of Iron. As to the time 
when this great transition took place, history is silent ; for it was long 
before history began. The poems of Homer and Hesiod prove that 
iron was known and in use at least three thousand years ago. 

CHAPTER III. 

NO" AGE OF BRONZE" IN AllIERICA.-TRADITIONS REGARDING THE MOUNDS.-TUSCARORA 
CHRO.NOLOGY.-THE ANIMAL MOUNDS 01<' THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI REGION.-ANCIENT 
FISH TRAPS.-BURIAL, SACRIFICIAL AND HISTORICAL MOUNDS. 

THE facts, and the conclusions they suggest, presented in the fore
going chapter, are gathered mostly from the continent of Europe. 
Each of the great geographical divisions of the globe seems to possess 
an archreological record more or less peculiar to itself. Our own 
<'ontinent has had no age of bronze. At the time of its discovery, 
however. implements of copper, beaten out usually, but sometimes 
smelted and cast in a mold, from the native ore, were to some extent 
taking the place of those of stone and bone. And although the copper 
regions of Lake Superior, for the distance of more than one hundred and 
:fifty miles along it southern shore, give evidence of 1011g-conti11ued 
mining operations upon a stupendous scale, still we must believe that this 
metal was too costly to be to any great extent the property of the masses ; 
while, even in our own times the remnants of some savage tribes may be 
found who still point their spears :rnd arrows with stone. The presence 
-0f the relics of such material therefore, it hardly need be said, is of no 
value in questions of antiquity, only so far as they are found in compan
ionship with the remains of extinct animals, or their age is demonstrated 
by geological or some other irrefragable proof's. 

But now, leaving all other facts and considerations bearing upon the 
genEral subject of archreology, which might be interesting and appropriate 
in this connection, it is proper to proceed to the examination of the monu
ments of our own land, among; which those found in Missouri are 
peculiarly instructive, not only as forming no inconspicuous part of the 
-0ne great whole, and calculated to shed much light upon the question of 
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the homogeneity of the vast population which once swarme.d upon this 

continent, but also--if not their origin-at least the direc.tion of their 

disappearance. 

In view of the magnitude of the subject, the ethnological questions 

involved, aud the evident relation of these remains to all which are 

found in both North and South America, it has seemed to me impossible 

to examine them in the most profitable manner, if our examination shall 

be circumscribed by the imaginary boundaries of the State. For the 

reason mentioned, I have also presented, as briefly as possible, the 

preceding statement of the results achieved by ihe labors of the 

archreologists of Europe. I will now proceed to speak of some of the 

more important monuments of this country, with such description 

as suits my present purpose. 

The statc•ment has been often repeated by writers upon this subject 

that the Imlians have no traditions concerning the authors or the 

design of these \llOnumcnts. This is undoubtedly true as far as the 

(kgenernte remnants of the tribes of the present day are concerned. 

But when the country was first discovered, and long after, here and 

there a so litnry individual was found who claimed to be a prophet, and 

to have descended from a long priestly line, and also from a race 

superior to the Indians by whom their forefathers had been conquered 

am1 enslaved. Concerning the trnditions handed down from father to son, 

they \Yere very reticent, except under peculiar circumstances and with 

those who gained their highest confidence and esteem. The sacred 

treasures of their history, of which they were the preservers nnd 

guardfans, were not for the common masses of their own people ; much 

less would they communicate them to strangers and foes. And when, 

as it sometimes lutppened, their frigid reserve would be conquered, and a 

narration of their legendary history elicited, it was considered more 

wild and untrustworthy than the long lists of Manetho and Berosus, of 

Egyptian and Assyrian dynasties, and not worth . preserving. From 

this cause many valuable facts have been irrecoverably lost. A few 

only have escaped oblivion, of which the briefest possible mention can 

now be made. 
The traditions of the Wyandot Indians, according to the account of 

Mr. Wm. Walker, for some time Indian Agent for the Government, 

published in 1823, are not devoid of interest. They were in substance 

as follows: 
Many centuries ago, the inhabitants of America, who were the authors 

of the great works in the Mississippi Valley, were driven to the south 
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by an army of savage warriors from the North. After many hundred 
years, a messenger returned from the exiled tribes, with the alarming 
news, that a terrible beast had landed on their shores, who was carrying 
desolation wherever he went, with thunder and :fire. Nothing could stay 
his progess, and no doubt he would travel all over the land in his fury. 

It is conjectured that this beast of thunder and fire referred to the 
Spanish invasion of Mexico. The Tuscaroras, according to the account 
published by Mr. David Cusick in 1827-quoted by 'Prof. Rafinesque
had a well-arranged system of chronology, dating back nearly three 
thousand years. Their traditions locate their original home north of 
the great lukes. In process of time, some of their people migrated . to 
the river Kanawag (the St. Lawrence). After many years, u foreign 
people came .by the sea and settled south of the lakes. Then follow 
Itng accounts of wars, and fierce in:vasions by nations from the north, 
led by confederate kings and a renowned hero named Yatatun. Mimy 
years again elapse, and the king of the confederacy pays a visit to a mighty 
potentate whose seat of empire is called the Golden City, situated south 
of the lakes; and so on, down to the year 1143, when the traditions 
end. In these records appear accounts of wars with various tribes, 
gijen with great particularity; migrations southward and west to the 
Mississippi, (called Onauweoka) ; the names of the ruling monarchs, 
and the order of their succession. There appear to have been several 
dynasties of longer or shorter duration. Thus, the name Tarenyawagou 
is borne by three succesi>ive monarchs, and Atotaro is continued to the 
ninth. 

Only a few items are here given, t.o indicate their character. No one 
can examine these traditions without being convinced that they have 
some great historic facts for their basis, however incredulous he may be 
as to the correctness of their dates, or their pretentious to so high 
antiquity. The limits prescribed for this essay admit of but one more 
notice of traditionf) in this connection. 

A class of 'Works, frequently noticed by explorers, is found on the 
upper Mississippi, chiefly in Wisconsin,-a few in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois 
and Iowa-known as animal mounds, Qn account of their strikinO' l:) resemblance to the forms of various animals, such as the Buffalo, Bear, 
Elk, and the like, and some to the human form. These works have 
elicited much discussion and conjecture as to their origin and pur}wse, in 
which 110 two writers agree. Some of them are of gigantic proportions, 
and cannot be ascribed to the present race of Indians, for the same 
reason which precludes the idea th~t they were the authors of the 
stupendous works of the more southern States. 
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The traditions relating to these animal mounds are very minute, foll 
and interesting,. and were :first published in 1853, by Mr. Wm. Pidgeon, · 
who spent severul years in the examination of the various monuments in 
V~rginia, the Valley of the Mississippi and South America as well. He 
tells us that he began these researches from motives of personal intere11t 
merely, and continued them for several years, without any design of 
publishing the results of his observations. 

During his travels in the regions 
of the Upper Mississippi, he met 
a stranger among the reel men, of 
dignified and venerable appear
ance, who had no fixed abiding 
place, but wandered from tribe to 
tribe, always welcomed and ven
erated wherever he went; who 
claimed to have descended from a Fig. 1.-Mastadan Mound. 

long line of ancient prophets, he the last of the line and the last 
of his mce. He was then nearly ninety years of age. The Indians 
called him "the Mocking Bird," because he could spet\k fluently 
five different languages. By kindness, his confidence and friendshipwere 
won, and his companio~1ship secured during the journey of explo1·ation. 
He seemed perfectly familiar with all the most important works, from the . 
Ohio to the extreme north and the far west,-could draw their outlines 
from memory, and supply any defect in the drawings of others ; and 
could generally give a ready and lucid account of their authors and the 
purposes for which they were constructed. Unlike mauy who have 
written up0on the pre-historic people of America, the author seems to have 
had no pet theory to maintain-as that they v.ora the t~n lost tribes of 
Israel, and the like,-but to have been a thoroughly conscientious and 
careful observe,:, faithfully noting what he sa'v aud heard. 

From the seventy eng1:wings-and accompanying descriptions-with 
which the work of Mr. Pidgeon is illustrated, I select two or three, and 
leave the reader to judge whether these traditions are reasonable and 

trustworthy or not. 
Many years ago, in the bed of Paint C1·eek, in Ross County, Ohi<>, 

several deep cavities or wells were discovered, which gave rise to much 
speculation as tu their origin and purpose. I believe they have since 
been found in many other localities. Mr. Pidgeon states that he dis
covered four similar ones in the bed of a small tributary of the St. Peters 
river, varying in depth from eight to twelve feet, from five to six feet in 
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diameter at the bottom and from three to five feet at the top. These 
excavations were made in the soft slate rock which formed the bed of 
the stream. 

To the level top, or rim of the well, a thin fiat rock was fitted, with a 
round or square hole in the center, about twelve inches in diameter. 
This opening could be closed at will, by a stone 8topper perforated with 
small holes. A short distance below the wells he found one of these 
stoppers which fitted neatly the larger capstone of one of the wells. At 
the time cif their discovery the depth of the stream which flowed over 
them was ten inches. Mocking-Bird informed him that these were fish 
traps, and that many such conld be found in other streams, were they not 
so filled with mud and stones as to escape observation ; and also that 
they were constructed and used anciently for the purpose of securing a 
supply of fish for the winter. Lnrge quantities of bait being deposited 
in them in the fall, the fish would gnther there in great numbers, when 
the stopper would be placed over the mouth, which prevented thei1· 
escape, and then they could be taken out with a small net as desired. 
While it is no doubt true that the mound-builders were an agriculturnl 
people, it is quite reasonable to suppose, from the fact that their mo::;t 
extensive works ~ir<:i found upon the shores of lakes and banks of rivers. 
that fish formed no inconsiderable item of their bill of fare. 1 

As before stated, the historian of these traditions, after the death of 
Mocking-Bird, proceeded to investigate by careful excavation those 
earthworks of which he had previously made only a superficial survey, 
especially those concerning which he had received traditions. The first 
group thus explored which I notice is represented in Fig. 2. It is 
der:;crihed as being located at the junction of Straddle Creek anJ Plumb 
river, in Carroll County, Illinois. It is composed of conical mounds, 
rings ar.} semi-circles, with diameters varying from twelve to twenty-five 
feet. The rings are about tw0 fe~t· high, and seem to have been formed 
by throwing up the earth from within, leaving the interior in the form 
of a i,asin. " 

The traditions concerning these works are in substance that they were 

1 Some ·writers have discredited the idea of the artificial origin of these wells or fishtraps, attributing their formation to the disintegration of the rocks in which they occur, <ming to the unequal hardness of the strata of which they are composed, etc. But it would seem that vastly more credulity is required to believe that the ordinary operation of nature in various parts of the country would produce such cavities, from eig·ht to twelve feet in depth, "\\ith nice :fitting covers, preforated at the center, than that they are the workmanship of intelligent beings for some special purpose. 
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constructed by a people who were accustomed to burn their dead, and 
Were only partially occupied. Each family formed a circle sacred to its 
own use. When a member died, the body was placed in the family circle 
and burned to ashes ; a thin covering of earth was then sprinkled over 
the whole. This process was repeated as often as a death occurred, until 
the inclosure was filled. The ring was then raised about two feet and 
again was ready for further use. As each additional elevation would of 
necessity be less in diameter than the preceding, in the end a conical 
mound would be the result. The darkest spots in the engraving 
represent those which are finished; the rings, those in various stages 
of occupancy ; and the semi-circles those which were only begun. Similar 

•• • • • • • • 
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Fig. 2.-Burial Mounds. 

work.a have been found in the Ohio Valley, in the more northern States, 
west of the Mississippi and in Michigan. Upon excav!tting the more 
finished mounds of the group described, they were found filled with 
ashes, mingled with charcoal: some of them to the depth of twenty 
inches below the surrounding surface of the soil. In this group were 
found two mounds much larger than the ot\;1:;1~;. (one is represented 
in the engraving), shaped like the body of a tortoise, known as battle 
mounds, and said to contain the ashes of hundreds slain in. battle •.. Both 
these mounds were found to be filled with ashes and charcoal like the 
others, thus confirming their traditional history. 

About two hundred and fifty yards south of these mounds, another 
group of finished works was found, where the bodies were deposited in 
the more usual manner without burning. 

2 
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These two modes of burial, so widely different and in the same locality, 
mark either a sudden change of custom or the presence of two distinct 
races at different periods of time. Tradition asserts that there was such 
a sudden change of mode of burial in obedience to the command of the 
prophets, for the reason that, while the people were burning the body of 
a great and good king, suddenly the sun (their chief deity) refused to 
shine, although there was not a cloud in the sky. This was taken as a 
sign of disapprobation of the custom, which gradually ceased thereafter. 

It has been generally supposed that those mounds, which showed the 
frequent or long-continued action of :fire, were used for sacrificial 
purposes only. It seems however more likely that these cinerulent 
structures w.ere simply the depositories of the bodies of the dead, and 
this the traditions affirm . 

• ••• • • 
e 
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" 

••••• • ••••• Fig. 3.-A Royal Cemetery. 

The second ~\!1L.r.Q~iced in this connection is more complicated 
(Fig. 3), ~uapresents a greater variety of forms. It is found (or was 
in 1840) on the north side· of St. Peter's river, about sixty miles above 
its junction with the Mississippi, in what was then the Territory of 
Minnesota. 

It is thus described : The central embankment, in the form of the 
body of a tortoise, is forty feet in length, twenty-seven in breadth, and 
twelve in perpendicular height. It is composP,d ju part of yellow clay, 
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brought from some distant place. The two pointed mounds north and 
south of this are formed of pure red earth, covered with alluvial soil. 
Each is twenty-seven feet in length and six in height at the largest end, 
grndually narrnwing and sillking at the top until they terminate in a 
point. The four corner mounds were each twelve feet high and twenty
:five in diameter at the base. The two long monnds on the east and 
west sides of the group were sixty feet in length, twelve feet in diameter 
at the base, and eight feet in height. The two mounds on the immediate 
right and left of the central effigy, were twelve feet long, four feet 
high, and six in breadth. These were composed of sand, mixed with 
small bits of mica to the depth of two feet, covered with white clay, 
with a thin layer of smface soil on the top. The large mound in the 
center, south of the effigy, was twelve feet high, twenty-seven in 
diameter, and composed of a stratum of sand two feet in depth, covered 
with a mixture of sandy soil nnd blue clay. The similar work on tho 
north of the tortoise was of like formation, fonr feet high and twenty
two feet in diameter. Thirteen small mountls whose dimensions are 
not given, complete the group. 

Only a glance at thit11 cluster of mounds, twenty-six: in number, present
ing such variety of forms and peculiar arrangement, and which must have 
requirec1 so much time and labor for their construction, is needed to con
vince the observer that they were intende>d to perpetuate some history, 
and that each of the hieroglyphic symbols of which the group is composed 
had its special significance, which was well understood by tbe builders 
and their cotemporaries. 

But what was that history, or what event is recorded here? The 
works themselves give no answer. Tradition asserts, thnt this was the 
royal cemetery of a ruler ld1own as the Black Tortoise, and was designed 
to commemorate the title and dignity of a great king or potentate. The 
tortoise-shaped central mound (a) was his tomb. The fom· corner 
mounds were called Mourning Mounds. 'The two larger mounds (bb) 
directly north und south of the effigy were the burial places of chiefs. 
The number interred in each is recorded in the num her of small mounds 
on each side of them-five in the nortlwrn and eight in the southern lille. 
The two long em bnnkrnents (cc) nt the extreme right nnd left of tho 
works, were known as points of honor, and are said never to occur 
except in connection with those works which symbolize royalty. The 
two pointed mounds ( dd), and described as twenty-seven feet long, six 
feet in width at the larger end, tapering down from the top and sides to 
a vanishing point, are known as mounds of extinction, and tell us that he 
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was the last of his line. These too are never found alone, but always ht 
connection with larger works. The mounds ( ee) on either side of the 
central effigy are the burial places of prophets. In these it will be 
remembered small bits of mica were found mingled with the ashes. The 
presence of this substance in a certain class of mounds, in localities so 
remote from each other, from Minnesota to the Scioto Valley-some-

. times in large circular plates, but oftener in countless smaller fragments, 
has called forth mu.ch speculation as to its use by the ancient inhabitants. 
It has been suggested that it may have been used for mirrors, or again 
fol" ori1ament, or, on account of its preciousness, as a medium of com
mercial transactions. But when it is remembered that it is never found 
indiscriminately with other deposits in many mounds of the same group, 
we may safely conclude that it was set apart for a special use. Tradition 
says that it was sacred to the prophets, and was deposited in their tombs 
alone ;-that they had the mysterious power of calling :fire from heaven, 
which was distributed to the minor prophets by whom the sacred fires 
were kept perpetually burning ; that the fire used at the annual feast 
in their most holy places was thus received from the sun upon the 
summit of the sacred altars. · This bringing fire from heaven is found in 
classic stories and ill the traditions of many lands, as every school-boy 

knows. So Zoroaster taught his 
disciples, that the sacred fire 
which he committed to their 
care had been brought direct 
from heaven. " It is possible 
that the prophets of the ancient 
Americans were a.hle in some 
manner to construct lenses from 
plates of mica, of sufficient pow
er to ignite the fuel upon the 
sacrificial altars." 1 The Mexi
cans in ancient times called ob
sidian "the shining god," and 
held it in high estimation. 

Several works have been ob
served of the form shown in Figure 4. The one here represented 
is described as located on the lowlands of the Kickapoo River in 
Wisconsin. The central work, with radiating points, sixty feet in 

· 1 Pidgeon. 
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diameter and three feet in height. This is. inclosed by five crescent

shaped works, having an elevation of two feet, and all presenting 

a level surface at the top. It is traditionally represented to have been 

occupied only during sacrificial festivities consequent upon the offering 

of human sacrifices to the sun, which the central mound was said to 

represent. Upon excavating, after removing the soil from the top, the 

central portion, for a space twelve feet in diameter, is found thickly 

studded with plates of mica set in white sand and blue clay; and, says 

the observer "l~ad this surface soil been removed with care, and the 

stratum beneath washed by a few heavy showers of rain, under the sun's 

rays it would have presented no unapt symbolical representation of that 

luminary." The sacred Pentagon, Fig. 5, is found in close proximity .1 

As before stated, no class of 
works hi1s a waked more curiosity, 

or elicited more unsatisfactory spe

culations, thau these animal effi

gies; and among these the moRt 

singular and enigmnticul are those 

representing the larger animals, 

and the human form on a gigantic 
scale, and generally with such ac

curacy of delineation us to leave 
no doubt us to what particular ani

mal was intended to be represented 

by the figure. Sometimes these 

huge representations of beasts, 
Fig. 5.-Sacred Pentagon. birds and lll011 are grou pecl to-

gether in such strange and grotesque combinations us to forbid nll 

attempts to discover the design of the builders in the ii· erection. A few 

of the most common forms are shown in the accompanying engravings. 

That the mastodon is intended by figure 1 is conceded by all-as 

far as known-who have described it. I nm not aware that it has ever 

been found outside of Wisconsin. There it frequently occurs, either 

1 '!'his is represented here because of its intimate relation to the one just descrir>ed, 

which is found associated with it. '!'he outer circle is twelve hundred feet in diameter, 

in the center is the sacrificial altar, upon which human sacrifices were said to have been 

offered twice a year. In the spring the oiliest man of the nation, willingly-so great 

was the honor-presented himself as the victim. In the autumn a female was sacrificed. 

If the di1y was cloudy, the offering was left upon the altar of sacrifice until the snn 

looked down upon it, which was considered a sign that the sacrifice was accepted. '.L'he 

people then repaired to the festival circle with rejoicing, where the feast was celebrated 
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alone or in companionship with other mounds. .As men in all ages, in 
their first atteinpts at pictorial art, have been accustomed to delineate 
only those objects which were most striking and with which they were 
most familiar, we may well believe that the ancient Americans were not 
unacquainted with this king of beasts, and that they lived in those days 
when those cricrantic animals roamed over the plains in vast numbers, . 00 

whose skeletons have been so often found in Missouri. 
The combined figures of bird and beast as repres

ented at Fig. 6 are also of frequent occurrence, parti
culary in 'Visconsin. The one here delineated is one 
hundred and eighty feet in length, and forty-four in its 
greatest breadth. The whole is composed of reddish clay, 
but covered to the depth of twelve inches. with a black 
alluvium. It was designed to record the change in 
title of a sovereign line of rulers. The head of the 
beast being merged in the body of the bird concedes 
to the conqueror the right of dominion. The two 
truncated mounds, one on each side of the beast, record 
the extent of his humiliatic;m. They are altar mounds, on Fig. 5. 

Bird and Beast. which were sacrificed his descendants both male and 
female. 

The effigy shown in Fig. 7 is u!'1mistnkahly human. It memorializes a 
hereditary chief of royal line, but who, according to the record, could 
not yet have been a sovereign ruler, as no mound of honor indicating that 
condition is found in connection with it. He was thus memorialized 
because 1e fell in battle, and with him his son, whose memory is perpet
uated in the truncated mound Letween his feet. 

The amalgamation group (Fig. 8 ) is more complicated and enig
matical, and but for the traditions concerning it would doubtless always 
remain so. The beast is one hundred and eighty feet in icngth ; the 
human effigy perpendipular to it is one hundred and sixty. On either 
side of the horizontal figure is a truncated work eighteen feet in diameter 
and six feet in height. The summits of both are flat. The representations 
of horns, which are very distinct, are of different dimensions. The 
main stem of the front horn is eighteen feet in length. The one 
which inclines backward is twelve, the longest antlers are six, and 
the shortest three feet in length. At the foot of the human effigy 
is attached an embankment running parallel with the horizontal figure, 
eighty feet in length, twenty-seven in diameter and six in height. On a 
line with this is a series of conical mounds, the largest of which is also 
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twenty-seven feet in diameter and six in 

height. From this the others diminish on 

either side and terminate in mounds eigh

teen feet in diameter and three in height. 

The group thus describe(} is represented 

to have been erected to commemorate an 

important event in the history of two 

friendly nations, which were once great 

and powerful, but now reduced by long

continued wars agninst a common foe; nnd 

being now no longer able to maintain a 

sepamte national existence, they resolved 

to unite their forces under one title and 

sovereign. One was known as the Elk 

11ation, the other was the Bnffitlo. This 

work. was designed as n pub1ic record and 

seal ·of their amalgamation. This fact is 

plainly expressed by the union of the head 

of the Buffalo with thnt of the humnn 

effigy representing the sovereign of the 

Elk imtion, and also by the joining of the 

hand of the one with the foot of the other. 
Fig. 7.-Human-Shaped Mound. 

Homs appended to effigies represent warriors; their length and 

number the relative power of the two nations at the time of their nnion. 

'!'he Buffalo was therefore manifestly recorded as the weaker of the 

Fig. B.-Amalgamat1on Group. 

two, as his antlers 

are seen to be 
smaller and in a de
clining position. The 

fact is a1so here re
corded that, when 
the union was fu1ly 
consummated the nn

tionality of the Buf

falo became extinct. 

This is shown by 
the presence of the 

mound of extinction 

-before described-in conuection with the Buffa1o and terminatina . 0 

at his hind feet. The two truncated mounds on either side of the 
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animal effigy are sacrificial altars upon which appropriate sacrifices were offered, not only at the time of the erection of the works, but annually thereafter ; the fires of which were kept burning until the smoke from both united in one column above the mound. This annual sacrifice symbolized the renewal of the covenant entered into when the compact was made. The seven truncated mounds in a line with the embankment upon which the human figure stands, (and known as a symbol of nationality) are matrimonial memorials, and record the international marriages of seven chiefs which occurred during the construction of the work, and which were also a further mtification of the national union here perpetuated. Upon excavating the altars, after the alluvial soil wag removed, a stratum of burned earth mingled with ashes and charcoal was disclosed, to the depth of fourteen inches. This group was found upon the northern high land of the Wisconsin River, about fifty miles from its junction with the Mississippi. 
In that part of the work where the heads of the two effigies unite, an oak was standing at the time of its first examination. Upon a second visit it was not there, but the stump showed by its concentric annual rings of growth that it was four hundred and twenty-four years old. Works of this description, which occur so frequently in 'Wisconsin, have also been observed in Northern Iflinois. 

Lance Head .. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE ARCHlEOLOGICAL MONUMENTS OF Mrssoum.-TIIEIR RAPID DESTRUCTION.-SITES OF 
'l'OWNS AND CITIES.- 'l'HE LABOHS OF H. M. BRACKENR!DGE.-THE BIG MOUND AT ST. 
Lours.-COL. O'FALLON'S RESIDENCE ERECTED ON AN ANCIENT iVIOUND.-THE MOUNDS 
IN ]!'om~ST PARK.-EV!DENCES OF A VAST POPULATION.-NEW MADRID ITS CENTER.
DESC!UPTlON OF VARIOUS ·wonKS. 

The preceding remarks upon the general subject of Archreology, with 
the few notices of traditions concerning the ancient inhabitttnts of 
America, are all that the limits of this article will permit, as well as all 
which our present purpose demnndti. Nor lms it seemed necessary to 
describe those extensive and imposing works, which are found scattered 
through the Central States, from the lakes to tho Gulf of Mexico, and 
especially in the Ohio Valley, consisting of walled towns, embankments 
enclosing large areas of land, iu squares, circles, octagons and the like, 
associated with mounds of prodigious size; for these have been so 
often deseribcd and delineated that whatever comparison of them with 
the monuments of Missouri may be thought desirable may be readily 
accomplished by reference to the works of those authors, who have 
published so many valuable descriptions of these antiquities, and which 
are to be found in almost every public library. 

That Missouri was once the home of a vast population composed of 
tribes who had fixed hal>itations, dwelt in large towns, practiced agricul
ture on au extended scale, with a good degree of method and sicill; who 
had also a well-organized system of religious rites and worship, and 
whose resthetic tastes were far in advance of the savage tribes who 
roamed over her prairies and hill ranges when her great rivers were fit'st 
navigated by tho white men, is, I am coulideut, no difficult matter to prove. 
Says Mr. H. l\'I. Brackenridge, who was an extensive traveler, and a 
man of excellent, judgment, in speaking of the ancient works in the 
Mississippi Valley: "It is worthy of observation, that all these vestiges 
invariably oceupy the mo'3t eligible situations for towns or settlements; 
ancl on the Ohio and Mississippi they are most numerous and consid
erable. There is not a rising town, or a farm of an eligible situation, in 
whoso vieinity some of them may not he found. I have heard a 
surveyor of the public lauds observe, tlrnt wherever any of these 
remains were met with, he was sure to find an extensive body of fertile 
land." 

Although, for more than three-quarters of a century since that time, 
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the waves of an advancing civilization and the hand of agriculture hav-e 
pass<:d over them and utterly destroyed vast numbers, including inany 
of the most remarkable ones, whir.h arrested the attention of every 
bebolder,-still, any one at all familiar with those which now remain 
\Vould write the same thin as to-day. The name of the city of St. Louis 0 • 
was once Mound City, called so on account of the number and size of 
thosr. ancient works which once stood upon her present site. The larger 
of them are all demolished, while the few which yet remain are so small 
that they would hardly be noticed save by the eye of a practical observer. 
The same may he said of nearly all which once crowned the terraces of 
the Mississippi along her eastern border, and those of the :Missouri and 
her tributaries. 

Notwithstanding all this widespread demolition and obliteration, there 
is doubtless now no richer field for archreological research in the great 
basin of the Mississippi than is to be found in the State of Missouri. 
As has been already stated, the most important works are found 
located in the vicinity of extensive areas of fertile lands, and upon the 

. most eligible sites for towns and cities. The same lociLtions would 
naturally be the first to be occupied by the pioneer settlements of our 
own times, and these aboriginal remains would be the first to be oblite
rated. It is not surprising, therefore, that the earlier notices of the 
ancient monuments of this valley are so mengre and unsatisfactory, 
especially when we remem her the peculiar vicissitudes of a frontier life, 
which necessitated unceasing toil and eternal vigilance: continually rneu
aced, as the early settlements generally were, by a wily, savage foe. 

It should also be remembered tlrnt until quite recently the prevailing 
opinion concerning mounds and embankments was that they were the 
work of the red men, and to this day they are known among the masses 
as Indian mounds. 

Notwithsta,nding the fact that multitudes have been destroyed, there 
still remain so many vestiges of an ancient race-not only upon the 
alluvial plains of our larger rivers, but also in the interior valleys, 
watered by 8tnaller streams and rivulets, and also upon the sterile slop~s 
and summits even of the Ozarks-that Missouri still presents a most 
inviting field for the labors of the arch.reologist. A proper examina
tion and description of them all would involve no inconsiderable 
expenditure of time and money, and require a volume for their 
elucidation. It cannot therefore be expected that we can do 1nore · 
in this article thau to describe the different classes of those remains
with their most prominent characteristics-which arc best known and 
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which have been the most thoroughly explored. In carrying out this 
design, it will perhaps best serve our purpose in the way of method 
and convenience to consider them under the following general divisions: 
1st, Sites of towns or cities. 2d, Burial mounds, caves and artificial 
caverns. 3d, Sacrificial or temple mounds. 4th, Garden mounds. 
5th, Miscellaneous works. 6th, Pottery; and 7th, Crania. 

I.-Sites of Towns or Oities.-The early French explorers of the 
Mis:>issippi and 'Missouri rivers, and the territories through which they 
flow, seem to have taken no notice of the ancient monuments along their 
course ; or if they did, they doubtless ascribed their origin to the red 
men, who were found occupying, in some instances works of similar 
construction. 

But when permanent settlements had been established along their 
banks, with the consequent increase of travel, these works ere long 
attracted the attention of the historian, and awakened an interest which 
rcsu lted in their more careful examination. The early writers, as they 
became familiar with the habits and social condition of the Indians, and 
in view of the magnitude of the structures they so frequently met with, . 
as well as tho skill and herculean labors required for their erection, make 
freq 11ent mention of their doubts as to the ability of the Indians to erect 
monuments of such prodigious proportions. And not until St. Louis 
became an incorporated town, and the capital of that vast extent of 
territory then known as Upper Louitliana, do we find any descriptive 
accounts of the ancient works which at that time occupied the terraces 
upon which this great city now stands. 

Notwithstanding the meager and unsatisfactory character of the 
accounts which have been preserved, still, we are thankful for the crumbs 
of information the early ohservers have left us, and will endeavor to 
make the most of them. 

Mr. II. M. Brackenridge, 1 writing in the year 1811, says: "I have 

1 'rhe work of this author ("Views of I,ouisiana") seems to have been the perennial 
fountain from whence many subsequent writers upon American Archreology, both in 
this conntrv and in Europe, have drawn much of their inspiration and many of the 
facts and g~nninal suggestions which they have elaborated with extended speculations, 
and frequently withont any mention of their obligation to this writer for the facts and 
suggestions which have been so freely made use of. Mr. Brackenridge, I believe, was 
the first American author who allndcs to the statements of Plato concerning a 
people who had come from an island in the Atlantic, in great numbers, and overran 
Europe and Asia, and known as the Atlantides, which island was said to have been sunk 
by an earthquake 9000 years before his time. He notes, also, a similar tradition among 
the Romans, and thinks it possible America may have been referred to. 
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frequently examined the mounds at St. Louis. They are situated on the 
second bank, just above the town, and disposed in a singular manner; 
there are nine in all, and form the three sides of a parallelogram, the 
open side towards the country being protected, however, by three 
smaller mounds, placed in a circular manner. The space inclosed is 
about three hundred yards in length and two hundred in breadth. 
About six hundred yards above these is a single mound, with a broad 
stage on the river side; it is thirty feet in height, and one hundred and 
fifty in length; the top is a mere ridge of :five or six feet wide. Below the 
first mounds there is a curious work called the Falling Garden. Advant
age is taken of the second bank, nearly fifty feet in height at this place, 
and three regular stages or steps are formed by earth brought from a 
distance. This work is much admired-it suggests the idea of a place 
of assembly for the purpose of counselling on public occasions." 

Accompanying the foregoing description is a simple diagram which, 
as it does not seem to be the result of any actual survey, and therefore 
of no scientific value, need not be reproduced in this connection. 

Dr. Beck, who noticed them twelve years afterwards, presents in his 
work another diagram, which seems to have been the result of more 
careful observation, although in this, however, one of the nine, and the 
three smaller mounds described by Mr. Brackenridge as protecting the 
side of the parallelogram opening towards the country, are wanting. 
From all the information I ean gather, I believe the following plan will 
present the true relation of the mounds here described : 

~ 
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Diagram of St. Louis Mounds. 
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One of the above group undoubtedly represents the old fandmnrk 
known as the Big Mound, (a representation of which as it appeared at tho 
time of its removal, faces the first page of the present volume), which 
once stood nt the corner of Mound street and Broadway, hut which was 
entirely demolished in 186!.J. This I suppose to have been the terraced 
mound, represented by Mr. Brackenridge to have been located six hun
dred yards north of tho main group. The Big Mound is known to have 
been beautifully terraced, 1111<1 nothing of the kind is mentioned in con
neetion with those constituting the parallelogram. Nor is the Falling 
Garden spoken of its a mound, but only as a terraced bauk. For these 
and other roa8ons which need not he dwelt upon, after much reflection, 
I am persuaded that the terraced rnonnd, afterwards known as the Big 
Mound, was the last to disappear heforo the encroachments of the 
rapidly-growing city. Bo this as it may, 11his most interesting work will 
be particularly de8crihed mHler the more appropriate head of Sepulchral 
Caverns, w hPn I shall ho ab lo to speak with more confidence, as I shall 
give there the rcsnlt of my owu observations. There were formerly 
uutny other mounds in the immNliate vicinity of St. Louis, rivaling in 
magnitude and interest those <foscribell hy the authors just quoted, but 
which escaped their notice In fact, the second terrace of the Mississippi, 
upon nlmost every available con11nn11di11g point of elevation, was finished 
with them. Nineteen years ago, in a conversation with the late Col. .John 
O'Fallon, he iuformcd me that his family residence on the Bellefontaine 
road was erected upon one of those aneient mounds. It must have boon 
very largo, although I do not recall tho dimensions. He stated, further, 
that as the summit was being leveled, prcpnratory to building, humnn 
bones by the cart-load were diselosc<l, along with stone 1.1xcs and arrow
heads aud the like, without number. Ile then led me to the forest west 
of his dwelling, and called my attention to the snrnll hillocks which 
aboundc<l there in prodigious numbers, which he conjectured were the 
re!>iclenee sites of forrner inhabitants, becauso of thoir regularity, and 
from the foet that upon excavating them they disclosed ashes and 
charcoal. 

I 
Still farther north, upon the highest points of the second terrace, I 

have traced tbc remains of others which rrrnst have been quite imposing 
before they were suhjectocl to tho leveling influence of agl'icnltnrc. 
In Forest Park, a few miles west of tho city, there is a small group of 
mounds which the park commissimicrs, I am happy to know, have 
resolved to preserve. It is u pity that none of the larger ones have beei~ 
spa.red, .to stand hereafter as the memorials of a people whose origin is 
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hid in the night of oblivion. But let them remam, such as they are, and 
when future genemtions shall throng the green groves and shady wnlk:s 
of that beautiful garden of their great city, these shall recall the fainting 
echoes of another race, whose homes once clustered, in days long gone, 
upon the banks of that great river where a statelier-can we say happier 
-city stands to-day. 

The works thus briefly noticed are only a few of the great group of 
large circuniference, of which that king of mounds, on the fertile plains 
across the river, known as Monk's· Mound, was the radiating center. 
That high place was a temple mound-the holy mountain for this ·whole 
region, doubtless,-and the. smoke which ascended from the perpetual 
fire of its sacred altar could be seen for many miles on every side. 

But while our business now is with the ancient people of Missouri, it 
should be borne in mind that the imaginary lines which divide us into 
States had no existence in those other times, when a mighty people 
dwelt upon either side of the Mississippi, outnumbering far, perhaps, 
the present occupants; who were homogeneous in their commercial 
purimits, arts and worship. They traded with the nations who dwelt by 
the sea, and brought from thence the shells and pearls of the ocean, and 
left them in their tombs, along with the precious wares of their own 
handicraft, for our admiration and instruction. 

But before we leave St. Louis, another work demands a notice, 
which the following (Fig. 9), will illustrate. 

Fig. 9.-Historical Mound. 

form the sides of · the triangle were 
four feet in length, and respectively 

This class of works 
appears frequently in Iowa, 
but was formerly found in 
greatest numbers in Mis
souri. The one figured 
here was located on Uoot 
River, about twenty miles 
west of the Mississippi. 
The central mound is repre
sented as being thirty-six 
feet in diameter, and 
twelve feet in height. The 
circle inclosing it was 
nearly obliterated. The 
long embankments which 

each one hundred and forty
three, four and five feet in 
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hei(\'ht, and twelve feet in diameter; and what is singular, the sum 
of the heights of the embankments equals the vertical height of the 
central mound, and these two amounts multiplied together,- give the 
exnct length of the embankments. Sometimes works of this description 
are built in the form of a square, with four embirnkments ; but of 
whatever form, it is stated that the same relation of the sum of the 
heights of all the embankments to the height of the central mound 
is always presented, and the. product of these gives the length of the 
embankments. 

A group precisely similar to .the one just described, and of large 
dime~1sious, once stood near the village of St. Louis. Its precise 
lo<'ntion cannot be learned, as it was demolished somewhere between t.he 
yenrs 1835-40. This class of mounds will be further noticed under the 
head of Miscellnneous Works. 

The evidences of a dense pre-historic population in Missouri are no
whe1·ci so ahundnnt as in the southeastern counties of the State. These 
consist of mounds of various dimensions and forms, sometimes isolated, but 
oftener in groups of peculiar arrangement ; also e·mbunkments and walls of 
earth inclosing lnrge and small areas, in which may be traced the lines 
of streets-if such they may be called-of a village or city, and 
munherless sites of former residences. One of the largest monncls ii1 
this region, is about 'four miles from New Madrid, and, as described in 
1811, is twelve hundred feet in circumference, forty feet high and 
surt·om1ded by a ditch, five feet deep and ten feet in width. New 
Madrid was unquestionably once the great metropolis of a vast popula
tion, the remains of whose villages are everywhere met with, upon the 
banks of the numerous bayous which abound in the several counties in 
this portion of the State. For the reason before mentioned, one group 
only can be particuiarly described. 

Tlie one selected is situated upon Bayou St. John, about eighteen 
miles from the town of New Madrid. The bayou at this point is one 
mile and a half in width; its whole length may be stated in round numbers 
to be about seventy-five miles. 'While, in the notices of the earlier 
travelers, it is described as.a lake with a clear, sandy bottom, it is now 
a sluggish swamp, filled to a great extent with cypress trees. 

Upon the western bank of the bayou the works to he described 
are located. They consist of inclosures, large and small conical and 
truncated mounds in great numbers, and countless residence sites of 
the ancient inhabitants. From the level of the bayou to the prairie 
land above, the ascent is by a gradual slope to a:vertical height of 
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fifteen feet. Upon this belt of sloping ground, now covered with a 

heavy growth of timber, the works are most numerous; while from its 

edge, westwanl, the level prairie (that is, the alluvial plain of tho 

Mississippi) has been under cultivation for sixty or seventy years. 

Here, including forty acres of the cultivated :field and ten of the sloping 

timber belt, is an area of about :fifty acres, enclosed by earthen walls 

which may be distinctly traced for several hundred feet, but gradually 

lisappear on the western side, having been nearly obliterated by the 

ong cultivation of the :field. ·where it is best preserved in the timbered 

rnnd, its height was found to be from three to :five feet, and :fifteen feet 

wide at the base. 1 In the centre of the western side of the enclosure 

ancl close to the wall, is a mound of oblong shape, three bundre<l feet in 

length at the base, and at its northern end one hundred feet wide, and 

twenty feet high at the present time, as near as could be estimated by 

careful stepping. The top of it slopes gradually to the south, and 

although the plow bas passed up and down its sides for sixty years, still 

on its eastern side may he distinctly seen the evidences of a graded way 

to its summit. Close to its northeastern side, where the mound is 

widest, is a deep depression in the field, about ten feet in diameter. 

Mr. Wm. M. Murphy, a farmer who has long resided in the neighbor

hood, told me that when he first saw it he could not get in and out of it 

without a ladder, and that it had since been nearly :filled up by the 

tillers of the soil with stumps, logs and earth. In the centre of the 

enclosure stands a circular mound seventy-five feet in diameter, and 

also twenty feet high, which upon examination disclosed nothing but 

broken pottery. It belongs to that class usually termed residence 

mounds. The view from its summit towards the west and south 

commands a prospect several miles in extent ; on the north the view is 

cut o:ff by a heavy growth of timber, and on the east by the cyprel:!S 

swamp. In a direct line with the two mounds thus de;icribed, partly 

upon the edge of the cultivated field and partly upon the declivity which 

descends toward the swamp, in the midst of a group of smaller works, 

stands a large burial mound, twelve to fifteen feet in height, and 

one hundred feet in diameter. Its original height could only be 

conjectured, as it has long been occupied as a residence site by the 

present inhabitants. The ruins of a log house are still standing upon 

its summit. It h,as been the sepulchre of many hundreds, perhaps a 

1 It will readily be perceived that absolute accuracy of measurement would be impossible, 
where the ground has been so much disturbed by cultivation. 
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Small vessels of Pottery, Stone Pipe, Stone Implements and discoidal Stone from New Madrid, Mo. 
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thousand individuals. The manner of interment, as far as my own 
observations extended, was to place the corpse upon the back, with the 
bead towards the centre of the mound ; the vacant space between each 
deposit being generally two or three feet. vVhen the inner circle was 
full, another would be formed outside of it. In two burial mounds in 
this re.::rion whieh were onlv frnm three to five feet in height, and fifty 

0 ' ~ ~ 

or sixtv feet in diameter, I found this process of burial continued far 
bey~md the circumference of the mound; in which cases the graves had 
been dug in the natural bed of the plain upon which the mound was 
erected, and were generally ;from three to four feet in depth. The kind 
of pottery found in these is precisely similar to that taken from the 
centre of the mound, and was always in the same relative position to the 
skeleton. Three vessels were usually found with each individual. Two 
were water jugs, and placed on each side of the head; the other, a 
receptacle for food, rested upon the side of the chest, and was kept 
in place by the angle of the arms, which were folded across the breast. 
These vessels will be more particularly described .hereafter. 

·within the enclosure before described, beginning near the margin of 
the bayou, extending up the side of the declivity, around the burial 
mound, and continuing quite a distance into the inclosure, are great 
numbers of depressions, or shallo;v pits in the soil, from one to three 
feet in depth and from :fifteen to thirty in diameter ; sometimes in par
allel rows, and usually about thirty feet from centre to centre. In many 
of these, forest trees of large size are still growing, and others equally 
large are lying upon the ground in various stages of decay. Upon 
digging into them, almost every shovelful of earth disclosed pieces of 
broken pottery ; many of these fragments indicated vessels of large size 
which must have had a capacity of from ten to fifteen gallons. Upon 
joining the fragments together, the mouths or openings were found to 
vary from three to twelve inches in diameter. They were doubtless 
stationary receptacles of food or water, as they were so thin that it 
would hardly seem possible they could be moved, when filled, 'tvithout 
breaking. In many of these depressions were observed large rough 
masses of burnt clay, of the color of common brick, full of irregular 
and transverse holes, which seem to indicate, that, before it was burned, 
the desired form of a chimney, or oven, had been rudely made out, by 
intertwining sticks, twigs and grass, and the whole plastered inside and 
out with moist clay, to the thickness of several inches, and then burned 
until it became red and nearly as hard as the bricks now in use. At the 
depth of about two feet, at the bottom of all which were examined, what 
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seemed to hnve been u :firc-pluce wns disclosed. The earth was also 

burncu, so ns to present the color and lmrdness of the fragments of brick, 
to tho depth of several inches. Along with the broken pottery were 

fouud, quite often, fragments of sandstone of various sizes, the larger 

pieces with co1wiwc surfaces, nnd all showing that they had been used for 

polit>hing or sharpening purposes, especially the smaller ones, which are 

covered with small grooves one-eighth of an inch deep across the whole 

longth and width, and at various angles with each other, as though they 

had long hcen used for sharpening some small metallic instrument or 
I 

graver's tool. 

W•t•r Ju!I'• •nd Food Vessel. 

Anothm: intcrcsUng and Ruggcstive feature of these works is worthy of 

notice. Along tho ~horn of tho bayou, in front of the enclosure, small 

tongues of land have h<wn cnrriccl out into the water, from fifteen to 

thirty foot in fong:th l>y ten to fifteen in width, with open spaces between, 

which, small ns they tti·o, forcibly remind one of tho wharves of a sea

port town. Tho cyp1:ess troos grow very thickly in all the little bays 

thus formed, and the irregular, yet methodical, outline of the forest, 

winding in and out, close to the shore of these tongues of land, is so 

rnarkod as to ronwvo all <1oubt as to their i1rtificial origin. Although the 

channel of tho l\fo1;.;is~ippi is now from fifteen to eighteen miles east of 

this point, there i:,; uo question that this long hayou was one of its ancient 

heck It j:,; well known thnt at New Madrid the river hus receded at the 

rate of ouc mile in seventy years. With the supposition that its recession 

has be<ln uniform, at this rate nearly u thousand years must have passed 

5inc<l th<l Mississippi deserted the banks upon which these works are 

located. l3nt this, could it be proven, would give us no positive testi

mony concerning their age. Wh.en the river changed its course, a lake 
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took its place. The change therefore must have been somewhat sudden, 
for according to its prevailing habits, while it wears away the shore upon 
one side it leaves a corresponding deposit of alluvium upon th_e oth~r. 

The numerous miniature wharves would suggest that the rnhab1tants 
were :fit>hermen and had plenty of boats of some sort, wpich being so, 
these waters must have been navigable and not filled up as now with an 
almost impenetrable cypress forest. . 

While it is true that the most 1m-
portant works are all situated upon the 
high ground, :fifteen feet above the water 
level, some of the smaller ones are 
located upon the intermediate decliv;ity, 
and near the shore of the bayou, as also 
some of the residence sites. 

If we assume their occupancy to have 
been contemporaneous with the presence 
of the river, they would be subject to 
overflow by the annual floods, and the 

Large Water Vessel. wharves would be swept a way. It seem.~ 
probable therefore that the time when they were occupied was loug 
subsequent to the ch.ange in the course of the river. The idea of the great 
antiquity of these works, entertained when I made the report of their 
examination, to the St. Louis Academy of Science, I confess hns since been 
somewhat shaken, the reasons for which may appear as we proceed. I am 
reminded however that, for the work of which these Hrc the i11it ial 
chapters, a picturesque and, 'so to speak, a topographical description 
of the ancient monuments of Missouri is desired, rather than a dry 
detail of facts with extended generalizations. Considerations therefore 
which might otherwise be appropriate in this connection will be reserved 
for a more fitting opportunity. 

One mile south of the remains under consiclerution, 
and about three hundred feet from the margin of the 
bayou, is a peculiar work, in the form of an oval or 
egg-shaped excavation, one hundred and :fifty feet long 
in its largest diameter and seventy-five feet wide and 
about six feet deep. It is surrounded by an embnnk
ment about eight feet in heil:rht around its northern - ._, Small Drinking Vessel, 
curve: on the southern end the wall is not over five and Stopper. 

feet, in which is a narrow opening, and extending from it is a curveu, 
elevated way to the swamp, in which the earth taken from the excavation 



THE NEW MADRID MOUNDS. 

seems to have been depoi:nted, until a circular mound or wharf was raised 

about twenty feet in diameter and five feet high in the centre. The same 

opening and elevated way is seen at the northern end, extending to the 

water. It is doubtless an unfinished work, but its purpose cannot be 

conjectured. 
About eight miles, in a southeasterly direction, from the works upon 

Bayou St. John, upon what is known as West Lake, is another exten

sive group almost identical with those described above, differing chiefly 

in this, that they are covered throughout with a heavy growth of timber; 

and the residence sites are found covering a much larger space, and in 

prodigious numpers ; while in the center of the group is an open space 

of several acres which seems to have been made perfectly level, contain

ing no elevations or depressions whatever save what may have been 

produced by the uprooting of timber. 
The aboriginal remains thus briefly described are only small groups of 

the multitudinous works with which this whole region abounds, and in 

many instances are still covered with the primeval forests. 

They seem to increase in number and size as we approach the towt 

of New Madrid, where they appear in structures of much greater magni

tude, one of which has been already noticed. Their character at this 

place would seem to indicate that here was the seat of government and 

commercial metropolis of a dense population, which occupied a large extent 

of territory, embracing not only New Madrid county, -but also the 

counties of Mississippi, Scott, Perry, Butler, Pemiscot, Scotland, 

Madison, Bollinger and Cape Girardeau, all of which contain the same 

class of works, and whose authors were the same people. Further 

explorations, I have no doubt, will disclose their presence in other 

counties adjoining. 

" 
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O:NE PEOPLE THE BUILDERS OF THESE MOUNDS.-CREM.A.TION AND BURIAL MOUNDS.
THE BIG MOUND AT ST. Lours.-MISTAKEN Vrnws.-MINUTE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
WORK.-STO"E MOU1'"'DS.-STONE SEPULCHERS IN ST. LOUIS AND PERRY COUNTIES. 

Notwithstanding the variety of form presented iu the multitudinous 
structures throughout the continent of North America, the comparison 
of many of their most prominent characteristics makes it reasonably 
ce1tain that one people were the authors of them all. ·while many of 
them in the order of their age belong to periods more or less remote, 
reaching back many hundreds and perhaps thousands of years, many 
other::J are comparatively recent. Taken as a whole, the thoughtful 
observer will see, in this diversity of configuration and grouping, that 
natural order of growth which might be looked for in the slow develop
ment of a national life, whethei' generated among the people themselves 
or helped ftJrward by occasional and accidental impulses from without. 
It seems highly probable that there were two slowly-moving streams of 
migration from ~he north; the most important one on the east of the 
Mi.;;sissippi, the other through the territories lying west of the river. 
This southward movement of a vast people seems t6 have been arrested 
in the valley of the Ohio for a long period of time. Otherwise the fact 
can hardly be accounted for that here occur the most stupendous monu
ments of their inclu,;try and skill, and also the most striking evidences 
of the stability and repose of their national life. Here the mound
builders reached the highest stage of civilization they ever attained this 
side of Ceotral America and :Mexico. The movement upon the western 
side of the river, while it had its source in the one great fountain-head 
at the nmth, doe:;; uot seem to have been so well defined in all its 
characteristics, notwithstanding the fact that the population in Mis
souri at one tune was as great, and, we have reason to think, g1·eater 
than in Ohio. The cause may have been that they never enjoyed a 
season of repose and exemption from war to such a degree as to render it 
possible for them to devote the time and concentrate their· energies upon 
their internal affairs to the extent which resulted in the more aclvancerl 
civilization of the eastern tribes. There seems to have been one prevail
ing system of religion among .them all, which was based upon the 
worship of the heavenly bodies. This remark applies not only to 
people of North America, but to the ancient inhabitants of the southern 
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continent as well. The temple moundi:! in both, though built of different 

materials, are the same in form and purpose. 

While the oneness of their forms of worship of itself proves nothing 

as to the unity of their origin, still, when taken in connection with the 

fact of their constant intercoUl'tie, .and the identity of so many rites and 

customs among them all, it is believed no extended argument is needed, 

as before stated, to prove that, whatever may be the relative age of the 

groups of works found in different localities, they were all built by one 

people. In view of the foregoing it ought not to be surprising if, as we 

trace the history of their development as recorded in their remains, we 

find here and there traces of a radical change in some of their customs. 

The one we have now to consider is 1t most important and significant one, 

which relates to the disposition of their dead. This has already been 

noticed (seep. 17, fig. 2), as illustrated. in the two cemeteries in Carroll 

C,mnty, Illinois, with traditional reasons for the substitution of mound 

burial for cremation. :i\Iany able writers upon American antiquities have 

given much attention to the numerous class of works which have usuall3 

been denominated sacrificial mounds. 
These are described as presenting upon excavation a basin-shape( 

cavit.y of varying dimensions: frequently paved with stones, and con

taining ashes and charcoal, which are sometimes mingled with various 

implements and ornaments, all showing the action of fire. To my own 

mind the evidences are almost conclusive that these should be denom

inated Cremation Mounds ; and that up to a certain period this was the 

u,,;ual, and perhaps, universal, method of disposing of the remains or 

departed friends. The size of the mouncl would then indicate the rank 

of him whose body was thus consumed therein. Upon no other hypothe

sis can we account for the earth being heaped upon the so-called altars 

while the fires were yet burning, leaving some portions of the wood 

yet unconsumecl. At length this practice ceased ancl mound burial took 

its phwe. The latter custom seems to have been the one universally 

practiced by the mound-builders of Missouri. 
While cremation mounds occur in Iowa and Wisconsin, if any exist in 

Missouri they are yet to be discovered. But here even the mode 01 

burial was not uniform throughout the State, nor always in the same 

locality even. One class, in the b:1you St. ,John group, has already been 

described. It is to be remembered that in these no implements what

ever were found with the interments-nothing save the ea1-then vessels 

for food and drink. Occasionally a :flint spear and arrowhead would be 

disclosed, but in such relations that I have no doubt their presence was 
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accidental. These mounds I believe to have been the ordinary burial 
places of the people. In others, as was the case with the one upon 
which the O'Fallon mansion stands, great numbers of stone axes, arrow
points, and the Eke abound. 

In the one case, only those domestic utensils were deposited which 
minister to the comfort of their domestic lifo; in the other, those which 
served them in war and manly activities. Nor does this seem strange, 
when we remember the belief, so common among mankind in certain 
stag<>s of civilization, that those pursuits to which the individual was 
devoted in this life aee continued in the life beyoml the grave ; consc
qu·eut1y, if he had been a great hunter or mighty in war, it would he 
most natural to deposit with him, in the tomb, his arms. But if the 
nation >vere at peace, and unused to the nrts of war, his friends would 
think only of a necessary supply of food and drink; hence vessels of 
pottery would be the sole accompaniments of his journey. 

Should the idea here advanced be substantiated by future investigtition, 
that cremation wns once the prevailing custom and that at some period it 
was discontinued and mound-bnri,1l adopted in its place, then it would 
seem altogether probable that Southeast Missouri was peopled at some 
time subsequent to that event, and therefore the works so ahunda11t there 
me more recent than those of the Ohio Valley. 

Another class of sepulchral mounds, whose occurrence is somewhat 
rare, has been observed more partieulal'ly in the vVestern Central States. 
Generally they are of large dimensions and contain a chamber or vault, 
which is sometimes rudely :finished with stone. The iloor is usually 
on a level with the natural surface of the soil, upon which the dead were 
placed, in n reclining posture. The most conspicuous example of this 
class is the one known as the Big Mound, which once i:;tood at the corner 
of Mound street and Broadway in St. Louis, but wbieb, ns before :;tatcd, 
was removed in 1869. A representation of it, tis it appeared, is given 
in our frontispiece. 

Of all sepulchral mouncfa thus far examined, this was the king. If 
its magnitude, or rather the size of the vault within it has any signifi
cance, it would seem to have been the tomb of the most holy prophets 
or of the royal race. The statements concerning its dimensions are 
widely diffel'ent. According to one observer, it was four huudrecl feet 
in length, two hundred feet wide at the base atid over fifty feet high. 
According to Mr. Brackenridge, it was one hundred and~ fifty feet in 
length itnd thirty in height. The latter figures are probably not far from 
the truth. 



'l'HE BIG MOUND AT ST. LOUIS. 41 

These discrepancies are not difficult of explanation when it is remem
bered that in its construction, advantage was taken of the highest point 
of the terrace, and when the streets were cut through it, on its northern 
and southern ends, the grade was nearly twenty feet lower than the top 
of the terrace upon which it was erected. A casual observer, therefore, 
would be likely to take the whole as artificial, whereas more than one
half, as it then appeared, was of fiuviatile origin. The dividing line 
between the natmal ground and the mound proper is shown in the 
engraving. It is about midway between the level of the street and the 
top of the mound. 

The demolition of this ancient landmark was an event which awakened 
much interest among the citizens, who gathered in crowds, from day 
to day during the many weeks occupied by its removal. Numerous 
and conflicting accounts were published at the time concerning it, with 
any amount of speculation and hasty conclusions. Some of them have 
boen perpetuated in one recent work, at least, upon the· pre-historic 
races of America; on which account I think it proper to say that the 
statements which follow are based upon personal and careful examination 
of the work during the process of its removal, until its destruction 
was accomplished. 

This mound, as is well k;.nown, was used by the Indians as a burial 
place, and only about sixty years since, it was visited by a small band, 
who disint<:>rred and carried a way the bones of their chief who had been 
b11:ried there. But their interments here, as was their unvarying 
c11,;tom, were near the surface., I have obsenrecl the same in other 
localities, sometimes not more than eighteen inches from the top of the 
m()nnd,---ns was the case with some I examined in Washington County, 
on the banks of the Missouri. On account of this it is not difficult to 
distingnish the Indian bmials from those of the Mound-builders. Had 
thi:;; fact been better undc1rstoocl, we would have been spared many erro
neous statements, as well as hasty generaliz:ttions upon articles taken 
from the mounds, which were attributed to their builders, but which, 
in fact, were dC'positec1 by the Indians; and nutny of them even, subse
quent 'to their first acq uaintancc with our own race. A striking example 
of this occurrnd during the removaJ of the "Big Mound." Near the 
northern end, ancl about three feet from the surface, two skeletons were 
discovenicl very near c:wh other, one evidently that of a male, the other 
a female. With the larg;cr of the two were found the spiral spines of 
two conch shells, much decayed, nine ivory beads of an average size, as 
near as I can recollect, one inch in length and nearly one-half in 
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diameter, an ivory spool with short shaft hut very wide flanges, which 
were muc;h broken around the edges, and two curious articles of copper, 
about three inches in length and about half as wide, resembling some
what in shape the common smoothing iron of the laundry. The under 
side, which was concave, showed the marks of the mould in which they 
were cast. The upper side, which w11s much corroded, showed traces 
of an elaborate finish in the wny of engraving. Frnm the center of the 
fini8hed upper side an arm projected at a right angle, about five-eighths 
of an inch in continuous wi(lth and two-eighths in thickness at its junc
turn, which tapered to n thin et1ge. 

Embedded in the verdigris with which they were encrnstc<l were plainly 
visible the marks of a twisted string just like ordhmry wrapping twine, 
which had been clumsily tied about them, and upon which the beads had 
been strung. All t?-e 1tbove articles were about tho head and neck of the 
skeleton, and had evidently been interred with the possessor just as he 
wore them 1n life. 

I have been thus particular in the account of this "big lndbn" and his 
treasures-for such he undoubtedly was-because these a1ticles of coppor, 
and the ivory spool, which must have been turned in a lathe, (and I 
mu,;;t include also the pieces of cloth found with them, which however I 
did not see) have been taken as the exponents of the state of the arts 
among the l\founc1-huild01·s, and have been made the subject of tho most 
extmvagant statements. Although I was not present when these articlos 
were taken out, they were p1aoccl in my Iuimls a short time afterward, 
by the person who une:wt.hed them, who also kiudly gave mo portions of 
the skull, tho larger bones of the legs, and a lock; (1l lwir I from the lwa<l 
of both tho sachem t:tnd his squaw, which are still in my posscs1:1ion. 

But the most intcro~t.ing featul'O of this truly grf'a.t st.ruci.mo is the 
sepulchral chnmher which it once contained. By wliat meaus the 
pond<~rons mass of earth wltieh forme<.1 its roof was sustainccl, thn mound 
iti>elf fornishecl no cine, for it lrn<l long ago fallen in and cruslrn!l almost 
to atoms the alrea<1y decnye<l bones of the skeletons lying upon the 
floor. The original length of the clrnmhor could only ho conjectured, ns 
portions of the monncl had heen ren10Vl'tl when the street was cut 
through upon the southern encl, as seen in the engraving. It could he 
traced, however, for seventy-two feet. F'or tl1is distance the Ride:;; were 
perfectly smooth and straight, :uHl sloped outwardly a few degrees from 
tho perpendicular, an<l the marks of the tool by which the walls wore 
plastered could be plainly seen. One circumstanee, which was very 
puzzling for a while, was the curious appearance of the surfac~ of the 
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walls. They· were covered with a complete network of black lines, 

interlacing and crossing each other with all sorts of beautiful and fanciful 

complications, resembling more than anything else the delicate tracery of 

a frosted window pane. Upon careful examination, these proved to be 

the remains of rootlets from the trees which once grew upon the surface 

above; which, finding easy ingress along the face of the wall, had thus 
covered its surface, but were now completely carbonized. 

The manner of its construction seems to have been thus : The surface 

of the ground was first made perfectly level and hard; then the walls 
were raised with an outward inclination, which were also made perfectly 

compact and solid, and plastered over with moist clay. Over these a 

roof was formed of heavy timbers, and above all the mound was raised 

of the desired climensions.1 The bodies had all been placed in a direct 

line, upon the floor of the vault, a few feet apart, and equidistant from 

each other, with their feet towards the west. These were disclosed, 

several at a time, as the laborers detu,ched long, vertical sections of 
earth by the simultu,neous use of crowbars inserted u,t the top. Mingled 

with the black deposit which enveloped the bones, were beads and s'hells 

in prodigious numbers, though in no instu,nce were both deposited with 

the same individual. 
The beads, so called, are the same as are found in the mounds of Ohio, 

and evidently cut, as Dr. Foster thinks, from the Busycon, from the 

Gulf of Mexico. They are small discs perforated in the center by drill

ing. From the many specimens in my possession in various stages of 

their manufacture, the conclusion is wu,rmnted thu,t the hole was :first 

drilled and the edges rounded afterwards. Many of these seem to have 

been cut from the common mussel-shells which are abundant in this region. 
The small sen, shells (Jlfm·ginella apicina), were only found with afew 
skeletons, possiuly:five or six at the southern end of the vault, and with Pach 
one from four to six quarts, all of which were pierced with small holes 

near the head, by which they were undoubtedly strung together. With 
the majority, however, only the .perforated buttons were found, but in 

such numbers that the body from the thighs to the head must hu,ve been 

covered with them. 
Being very desirous of securing, if possible, a perfect skull, or at 

least the fragments from which one might be reconstructed, and as 11.ll 

1 Although not a vestige of wood was discovered when it was removed, in a work 
across the river, more recently destroyed, which contained a similar vault, were found 
sticks of red cedar, much decayed, but in such positions as showed that they had been 
the supports of the superincumbent earth. 
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which were thrown out by the excavators were in small pieces which 
crumbled at the touch, I began a careful excavation with a common 
kitchen knife near the feet of a skeleton, following the spinal column to 
the head. My work was soon interrupted however by the crowd of 
€ager boys from the neighboring schoolR, who scrambled for the beads 
which were thrown out with every handful of earth, with such energy 
that I was lifted from my feet and borne away. By the aid of a burly 
policeman, however, I was able to finish my excavation, but without 
being able to secure what was so much desired. The bon('S were so much 
decayed, when the roof fell in, tlrnt all the larger bones were crushed, 
and only small fragments of the skull could be obtained, and of course 
no cavity corresponding to its shape remained from which a plaster cast 
might have been taken. 

The last visit to the mourn1 was most interesting of all. The 
night before, the workmen had made a vertical cut directly across 
the northern end of the small portion of the work which yet remained. 

Cross-Section of the Big Mound at St. Louis. 

What was there revealed is well repn'sented in the e1wrnvino-. The 
0 0 

sloping walls were of compact yellow clay, the intermediate space filled 
with blue clay in a much looser condition, in perfect agreement with the 
idea of its having fallen in from above by the decay of its support. Here 
too, at the northern end, I conjectured, was the entrance to the sepul-
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cher, for the reason that here the walls were about eight feet in height, 

from six feet to eight feet apart, whereas the first measurements at the 

top, when the walls were discovered, showed a diameter of eighteen feet. 

Here, then, was an artificial sepulchral tomb, whose dimensions we 

may safely state to have been from eight to twelve feet wide, seventy

five feet long, and from eight to ten feet in height, in which from twenty 

to thirty burials had taken place. If any other deposit had been made 

with the dead, save the before-mentioned beads and shells, the tomb must 

have been desecrated by some savage who had no re!::ard for its sacred 

character, for not a vestige of anything else was disclosed at the time of 

its demolition. 
Another evidence of a large aboriginal population is furnished by the 

stone mounds which are very numerous in certain localities, particularly in 

those counties through which fl.ow the Osage and the Gasconade rivers. 

Not being so conspicuous as the others already noticed, they would not 

be likely to attract the attention of ordinary travelers, and may therefor1 

be found covering a much larger area than is at present known. Thes1 

are simple heaps of stones, of such size as could be conveniently carried 

from the ravines where they are found to the highest elevations-the spots 

usually chosen for their erection. I have seen them in groups on a con

tinuous line running hack from the very brow of a precipitous escarpment 

two hundred and fifty feet above the Gasconade, which swept majestically 

below. In fact, those commanding elevations, no matter how difficult of 

access, from whence the view of the surrounding landscape was most 

extenlled and lovely, seem to have been the ones most preferred. The 

Ozark Hills, clothed with the primeval forests, are full of them. They 

are generally coni;idered more recent than the earthen tumuli. Jn all 

that I have opened nothing was discovered which shed any light upon 

their history, save a few human teeth and the smttllest hits of the lal'ger 

bones, which proved them to be burial mounds. It is stated by Adair 

that some of the nomadic tribes of Indians thus disposed of their dPall, 

and as they passed and re-passed those graves, from year to year eaeh nrnn 

of the tribe was accustomed to add another stone to the heap which had 

been raised above them. In a group of seven, I observed one which showed 

some skill in masonry ; one of the walls was built up with a smooth face 

about three feet in height, in which the joints were beautifully broken, 

although there was no evidence of mortar having been used. 

In this connection should be noticed still another class ; the most note

worthy examples of which, were discovered about the year 1818, in the 

town of Fenton, about fifteen miles from St. Louis. These were stone 
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graves or cists, each inclosing a single skeleton, or the dust of one-as all 
were in a crumbling condition there. Not one of the many examined 
exceeded :fifty inches in length. They were built of six flat stones, single 
slnbs forming the bottom, top, sides, and ends. 

According to Dr. Beck, of Gazetteer fame, much discussion was elicited 
at the time and many communications appeared in the newspapers. The 
chief point upon which it all centered was the shortness of the graves. 
As was the case in Tennessee, a few years since, it was considered as 
proving the former existence of a race of pigmies. But the fact that in 
some of them the leg bones were observed lying parallel with and along
side of the bones of the thigh, accounted for the shortness of the graves; 
and this, taken along with the well-known custom practiced by some 
tribes, of suspending their dead in the branches of trees until tho bones 
were denuded of flesh and afterwar<ls depositing them in their common 
burying place, was regarded as a sufficient answer to all tho pigmy spec
ulations. 

About one hundred yards from the ancient burying ground at Fenton 
were once a number of mounds, and remains of an extensive fortification, 
which also attracted the attention of the curious in those early days. 
And if files of the old JJfissoitri Gazette of sixty years ago could be 
found, no doubt many interesting facts would be recovered which are 
now forgotten. Similar stone graves are found in Perry County, soi;renty
five miles from St. Louis. 



CHAPTER VI. 

"THE CAVE-DWELLERS."-TALES OF DISCOVERIES IN KENTUCKY, ETC.-THE CAVES OF 
THE OzlRK MOUNTAil\S. -PROOFS OF LONG OCCUPANCY. -SKELETONS .A.ND OTHER 
RELICS FOUND. -THE CAVE-DWELLERS .A. DIFFERENT RACE FROM ·THE MOUND
BUILDERS. 

To the general student of Ethnology and Archreology, no one depart
ment of nntiquarian research has yielded grander or more satisfactory 
rf'sults than those which have rewarded the explorers of the caves and 
rock-shelters of some of the mountain chains of the olcl world . .Concern
ing the relative age of the earthen structures of the vast ulluvial pluins 
of AnH·ricii there mny he much difference of opinion. But in his 
oecuptincy of the mwcs of Europe, primeval man hns so inscribed the. 
records of his early life and presence, duri1•g thoRe geologic changes 
which he witnessed, in the succession of the glacial and dilnvial epochs, 
that they are sometimes as sharply delineated und legible ns are those 
of the various orders of animal life in the stratified rocks By these 
faithful chronographs of the childhood of the race, we ure curried back 
irresistibly to a period so remote, that the cave-dwellers from Mount 
Hor, who joined the confederate kiugs, and were so signally overthrown 
by Abram in the plain:,i of Sodom, were but of yesterday. 

In America, this field is comparatively unexplored, or perhaps we had 
better say, is undiscovered. Indeed, it may be that we have nothing 
here which shall be found to correspond to or compare with the drift 
period and bone-caves of Europe. It is true we find, in the early tal'es 
of border life in Virginia, Kentucky and Tennessee, accounts which 
must contain some elements of truth, of caverns filled with human bones; 
others whose walls are pictured and sculptured with strange devices, of 
animals, known and unknown; and representations of the henvenly 
bodies ; and others still, containing mummied corpses, ernbnlmed and 
wonderfully preserved, clad in robes of feather-work like those of Pem
vian fabric which so filled the Spanish conquerors with admiration. Bnt 
alas I these were long since destroyed. Then, they had little or no 
scientific value, consequently there was no motive for their serious 
examination, or preservation. 

Still, however, we may indulge the not uureaso;1able hope that others 
may yet be discovered, whose disclosures shall be eqmllly precious. In 
this hope we are the more encouraged by the fact that the few which 
have been noticed and described, furnish indubitable proof that they 
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were once the favorite resorts, for burial purposes, of some pre-historic 
race. When the stones shall be rolled away from the doors of the sep
<1lchral caverns iu the limestone bills of Missouri, the long-forgotten 
le,1d may again come forth re-vivified, rehabilitated, and the Ozark 

, 11 nt:.dns may yet disclose materials for a chapter in the life of her 
·i111itive people, which shall equal in interest the records of the mounds. 
:11~ Ozarks, thanks to their sterile slopes, have preserved their sacred 

Among; the Ozarks. 

treasures well. They are honeycombed with caves, some of unknown 
extent. Their openings may be seen in the precipitous bluffs along the 
Gasconade River, in great numbers, on either side, or the majestic arches 
,,f their openings span the divides where the smaller hill ranges meet. 
Do tt1ese numerous caves and channels evidence an ancient system of 
lrai11:1ge, in operation long before the Ga&conade had asserted its "right 
,f way" und scooped for itself a course through the rocks by its cease
''"" tlow? 1 

I :1 these caves the ancient dead were buried and the funeral feasts 
Pl'<i celebrated. The deep deposit of rich nitrogenous· earth in the 

'.::ee Sir Charles Lyell's remarks upon the Valley of the Meuse, ".Antiquity of Man,'' 
1. ~ Hw 
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larger chambers, ancl the bones of various animal;;;, bircls, ancl mussel 
shells-the refuse of the funeral feasts,-the alternate layers of ashes and 
charcoal mingled with earthy matter, containing human bones in different 
degrees of preservation, tell of oft-repeated visits and recurrence of the 
funeral rites. 

What little we have learned from the few thus for explored makes us 
only the more eager to examine still further the records they contain.
A clescription of one must serve our present purpose. The one selected 
is in Pulaski County, and is one of the many famous saltpetre caves so 
often mentioned in the early annals of the State, with which the country 
of the Gasconade abounds. The opening is in the face of a perpen
clicular limestone bluff which extends along the river for many miles. 
While the scenery of this whole region is very beautiful, the view from 
the mouth of some of the caves is enchanting. Standing in the shadow 
of one of their lofty arches, the eye is charmed with the peculiar beauty 
of the landscape spread out before it. The Gasconade fl.owing for below, 
the stately trees which fringe its banks and mark the course of its Ion; 
graceful curves, until it loses itself in the dim outlines of the Ozarks 
which swell and roll away until their opalescent hues melt into the mel
low light of the autumn sky ,-all conspire to awaken the· liveliest 
feelings of respect and admiration for a people whose resthetic taste was 
so refined and tender as to lead them to select a place so charming for 
the loug repose of their loved ones. But poetry and science have but. 
little in common : one must end where the other begins. So turning my 
back upon the beautiful. scene, and repressing all compunctions for the
sacrilege we are about to commit, the impatient workmen are directed1 
to begin the labor of cutting a trench one hundred and seventy-five feet 
long, through the deposit at the bottom of the cave. At the end of this
distance the perpetual gloom begins. Here the torches are brought int<> 
requisition, by whose dim light, as the laborers proceed with their work, 
the sectional notes ancl measurements are taken. 

The whole surface of the deposit seems to have been much disturbed, 
to the depth of from eighteen inches to two feet. It is composed of 
earth and ashes, mingled profusely ·with broken pottery, fragments 
of human bones and fl.int-chips. Below this, the deposit is hard and 
compact. Selecting a point about midway from either end of the trench, 
we proceed to make more critical examination. Continuing the excav
ation to the depth of six feet, the natural deposit at the bottom is 
reached, composed of a tough reddish clay, which contained nothing 
but decayed mussel shells. All above this showed the continual 

4 
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occupancy of the cave during its deposit~on. A vertical section at the 
point above named, disclosed the followmg strata: 

Alluvium, mingled with ashes, bits of pottery, etc.········· ............ 18 inches, 
Stratum of different colored ashes ............................................. 2 " 
Clay and dark Alluvium ........................................................... 2.Yz" 
.Ashes ......................... · .. · ........ · ................................... · ...... · · · ·· .Yz " 
.Alluvium.. ...... .......... .................... ......... ... .. ......... ...... ...... ...... 3 " 
:Mixture of .A.shes and Clay ....................................................... 3 " 
Pure .Ashes.............................................................................. .Yz " 
.Alluvium .............................................................................. 3 .Yz " 
Pure .Ashes, mingled with Charcoal ............................... · ....... ··· · 4 " 
Alluvium, " " " ........................................ , .. 7 " 
.Ashes ...................................................................................... 3 " 
Alluvium, mingled with Charcoal ............................................. 20 " 

At the depth of about two feet, the first skeleton was reachec1, lying 
upon its back, with heac1 towards the east. All the small bones were 
thoroughly decayed. About six feet north of this, another skeleton was 
disclosed, evidently buried in a sitting posture. This was so much 
decomposed that only a few of the thicker portions of the sku11 could 
be secured. Near this was also found the skeleton of a very aged 
female, the skull in a better state of preservation. In companionship 
with these was a fl.int spear-head of the rudest pattern, as were all the 
implements of stone-which were not numerous-which the deposit 
contained. ·vvith the exception of the rude spear-head, their presence 
seemed to have been accidental, and this also may have been so . 
.Among the most interesting relics, were articles of bone, such as awls, 
scrapers, and the like, and occasionally one made from the inner surface 
of a shell, with a s.harp edge. 

·what was most surprising was the prodigious number of mussel 
shells which were continuous through the whole deposit, decreasing in 
size and more decayed as we descended, until their whole substance was 
a chalky paste. These are still abundant in the river below. Inter
mingled with the alluvium and ashes, as far as the excavation extended, 
were skulls and bones of fishes, deer, bear, mud-turtle and wild 
turkey. The skulls were always broken, no doubt to obtain the brains, 
which have always been esteemed a great delicacy among the civilized 
and savage as well. ·while, for purposes of ethnological study, a more 
detailed description of the cnmia contained in this cave would be 
instructive, and other particulars here suggested might be properly 
enlarged upon, still, enough has been stated to indicate the desirable
ness of a more thorough exploration of this comparatively new class 
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of antiquities. But keeping in mind that we have more to do in these 

c~apters with the traces of the aboriginal inhabitants of Missouri than 

'~1th lengthy generalizations upon the facts they disclose, we can only 
hmt at one or two conclusions. 

Bone lmploments, 

Here was the burial -place of a people who were not insensible to 

those beauties with which nature around them was glorified, and who 

sought those places with the most lovely surroundings in which to deposit 

the remains of their friends. Here were laid to rest from time to time 

the old and young, tho aged matron, and the child, the fragments of 

whose thin, p:iper-1ilrn skulls suggested many thoughts of maternal love 

nnd tenrs of sorrow. The vast numbers of shells, am1 bones of beasts 

and birds, bear witness to the oft-repeated funeral feasts beside the new

nutdc graves of the departed, and point to a belief in a life continued in 

another world. Who they were, or when they lived, it is not our 

province now to try to answer. The Indians, it is well known, regardecl 

these gloomy caverns with superstitious fear, for in them they believecl 
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the great Manitou dwelt. In view of this fact, so well attested b: 
writers, the idea that they were the occupants becomes a matter o: 

doubt. The skulls thus fur examined, are also wanting in those p 

and generally very marked characteristics which are so evident 

crania of the mounds. With this allusion to a question so inter 

we must leave its discussion to a future occasion, when we may : 

ably hope to be able to continue it in the light of more ex 

information. 



CHAPTER VII. 

TEMPLE MOUNDS.-GROWTII OF ANCIENT RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS.-CHARAOTERISTICS OF TRIS 

CLASS OF MONUMENTS.-TIIE GREAT MOUND AT CAHOKIA, ITS BEST REPRESENTATIVE 

IN NORTH AMERIOA.-BRAOKENRIDGE'S DESCRIPTION OF IT IN 1811.-How IT CAME TO 

BE CALLED "MONKS' MOUND."-THE CEREMONIES OF TIIE SUN-WORSHIPPERS.-0THER 

TEMPLE MOUNDS.-THE !NDHNS NOT DESCENDED FROM TIIE MOUND-BUILDERS. 

Although the propriety of some of the mound-classifications of the 

earlier writers has sometimes been questioned, no doubts are entertained 

as to the purpose of those which have been denominated Temple Mounds. 

In treating of this class, we enter at once upon a field almost as vast as 

the two continents of America. For, whatever may have been the 

material used in their construction, whether stone, or earth alone, or 

both ce:m1bincd, they present such uniform characteristics, so identical in 

evident purpose and design, that they link together by one prevailing 

system of religious worship, of which they are the striking exponents, 

unnumbered tribes and peoples, scattered up and down the two continents 

from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Reason as we may, th~ more they are 

studied, and considered in their relation to other groups and classes with 

which they are founcl associated, we can hardly escape the conviction 

that they point to one common origin. 
Before yielding a hasty assent to a general conclusion, a proper caution 

would suggest the possibility of accounting for this uniformity of struc

ture by other and natural considerations. It is well known that barbaric 

tribes in all lnnds and times have manufactured their first implements of 

war and the chase from stone and bone, and have learned, by means of 

some hint which Nature, perhaps, afforded, to fashion rude vessels of clay 

for domestic use. It is also true that their petitions and adorations have 

been addressed to the same class of imaginary beings, or objects and 

active forces whose effects they were accustomed to behold around them ; 

amon(J' which the heavenly bodies appear to have occupied a conspicuous 
0 . 

place, particularly during some stages of their progress from barbarism 

to a higher life. 
Possessed of the same faculties, appetites and passions, inheriting the 

same necessities, meeting always the same difficulties in their struggles 

for existence, it is not surprising that rude nations have ever followed the 

same paths in all the activities of their wild, infantile life. Indeed, it 

would be surprising if they had not. From these and similar considera

tions it may be thought that the identity of form, structure and relation, 
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and also apparent oneness of purpose which characterize the Temple 

Mounds, demonstrate only the operation of a universal law, in the 

progress of a people from a state of barbarism through the slow stages 

of its developement towards a higher civilization. The sun and moon 

have been worshiped in ages and countries widely separated, and by 

nations between which there could never have occurred any possible 

comnrnnication. 
]\fan never has attained by intuition or philosophy that knowledge of 

the unity and perfections of the Supreme Being which Revelation presents: 

and wanting that knowledge, he naturally worships those visible objects 

which are most conspicuous and which most inspire his reverence, 

especially those which, he conceives, exel't the greatest influence upon 

his life and destiny. But when each nation starts out for itself in the 

path of a progressive civilization, the prevailing forms of worship, being 

subjected to the same influences which mould the national polity, must 

necessarily, under the new impulse, become also materially changed, or 

as has sometimes happened, displaced altogether, by a system entirely 

new. From this point, the forms of Nature-worship would cease to be 

identical, and each resultant system become thereafter more and more 

divergent; and long periods of time must necessarily be required for the 

working out of a complicated and well arranged system of popular 

religion which should he able to enforce the ready obedience and subjec

tion of a vast people to its mandates, and enlist the energies of the 

nation in the erection of their most imposing structures, for no other 

purpose than the observance of their religious rites and ceremonies. Such 

structures, among the memorials of an ancient people, are very inter

esting and instructive, from the fact that religion has ever exerted such 

controlling influence in the establishment and perpetuity or decline of 

countless nations, whose history has been preserved. 

They are the records, therefore, of more than the religious fi.iith and 

practice of a particular people; but, because of the leavening influence 

of religious ideas when crystallized into systematic forms, they become the 

interpreters of many things which otherwise would never be understood. 

It will readily be seen, therefore, in the light of the foregoing, that 

the Temple Mounds of America are invested with an interest and 

importance outside of their purely religious character ; and which is 

greatly enhanced by the fact that wherever they are found, along with 

them invariably occur the most striking evidences of the former presence 

of a numerous population, whose civil and social condition was separated 

by a wide gulf from that of the red race who occupied their ancient seats 
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when America was Jiscovered ; and whose government was so well 

established and enduring, as to render it possible for vast numbers to 

be employed for a series of years in their erection. 

Temple Mounds, according to Squier and Davis, "are distinguished 

by their great regularity of form and general large dimensions. They 

consi8t chiefly of pyramidal structures, truncated, and generally have 

graded avenues to thei1· tops. In some instances they are terraced or 

have successive stages. But whatever their form, whether round, oval, 

octangu1ar, square or oblong, they have invariably fl.at or level tops." 1 

"The summits of these structmes were probably crowned with 

temples, but having been constructed of perishable materials, all traces 

of their existence have cli8appearecl. The truncated py"('.amiclal form, 

which often rises to no great height, was ohvious1y the foundation for 

such structures. In the works at Aztalan, Wisconsin, we trace the out

lines of this form of mounds at the angles of the bastions, and this may 

be said to be their northern limit. They are not recognized on the 

southern slope of Lttke Erie, and are 8CCn at only three points in Southern 

Ohio, viz: Marietta, Newark and Chillicothe. 

"The stupendous mound at Cahokia in Illinois, with its graded way, 

its terrace anu level summit, WltS tho uest representative of this class.~ 

In Kentucky they are not rare ; the great mounc1 near Florence is of this 

character, and that near Cbiborne-fifty feet in height-has a level 

summit with a gradual slope on the east, and a succession of ten terraces 

on the west. In this class, too, must be included the great mound at 

Seltzertown, Mississippi, and most of those in the Gulf States. 

1 Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Valley, p. 173. Smithsonian Contributions to 

Knowledge. 
'When he wrote this, Dr. Foster wn,s under the impression that this great work was 

destroyed. While he was mistaken, it is understood to be for sale, and may soon be 

reckoned among the things that were, provided some railway shall be constructed near 

enough to render its huge mass-containing severrtl million cubic yards of earth -

c1esirn,ble to elevate its grade. What a graceful thing it would be for the State, or 

National Government to purchase it and decree its perpetual preservation! Men of 

science all over the world and in all future time would be so thankful for such au act. 

'l'hus the Gover~ment of Denmttrk has clone with her antiquities. Whether either of 

our great political parties could be persuaded to assume such a tremendous responsibility 

is very doubtful. Our legislators are so conscientious and so intent upon" retrenchment 

and reform," that the expenditure of a few hundred dollars for the preservation of the 

stupendous work which must luwe occupied the ceaseless labor of thousands of men 

through a life-time to erect, would be a precedent too dangerous to think of-such an 

act might shake the foundations of the Republic. No partizan would dare favor such a 

proposition, lest it should be followed by his speedy consignment to a political grave 

from which there could be no resurrection. 
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"In Mexico and Central America, we see the culmination of this form 
in the Teocallis, which were faced with flights of steps and surmounted 
by temples of stone." 1 

The identification of some of the mounds in their enumeration as 
Temple Mounds, by the authors above named, I cannot but regard as 
1ackino- confirmation. Indeed the evidences derived from my own obser-

"' vations are c0nclusive that some of them belong to quite another class. 
Those of the "truncated pyramidal form which often rise to no great 
height," were doubtless crowned with the residences of the chiefs arnl 
rulers. These are often found in groups. I hnvc counted seven or eight 
very near each other, a fe,v feet in height, with flat or level tops : the 
central one generally larger than those around it, which trn<lition affinns 
was occupied by the dwelling of the chief. The others of the group were 
erected from time to time for re.'lidence sites for his sons, as they cam.c to 
man's estate and had families of their own. In all which I have excavated, 
nothing was disclosed but fragments of pottery. 

The only structures which can with certainty be identified as Tcuiple 
Mounds are those whose perfect model is seen in the Teoca11is of Mexico 
and South America. 

In whatever group they are found, they are the most imposing. 
Generally oblong, with one or more stages, and ascencl.ed by graded 
avenues. Such was one of the large mounds at St. Louis, and I nm 
ilisposed to believe that the beautiful Falling Gardm1 was an unfinished 
work of this class, whose three stages, about fifteen feet each in height, 
were finishec1, but the elevated work: which was to crown the whole was 
wanting. 

The great Cahokia Mound is the best representative of this class to be 
found in North America. This was examined by Mr. Brackenridge in 
1811-12. His interesting description of it, along with the numerous 
works of smaller dimensions with which the American Bottom is filled,
or was in his day-may well be quoted entire in this connection : 

"To form a more correct idea of these, it will be necessary to give the 
reader some view of the tract of country in which they are situated. 
The American Bottom is a tract of rich alltn"ial land, extending on the 
Mississippi, from Ka,skaskia to the Cahokia River, about eighty miles in 
length and five in breadth ; several handsome streams meander through it; 
the soil is of the richest kind, and but little subject to the effects of the 
Mississippi floods. A number of lakes are interspersed throu~h it, with 

1 Foster's Pre-Historic Races, etc., p. 186. 
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fine high banks ; these abound in :fish, and in autumn are visited by 
millions of wild fowl. 

" There is perhaps no spot in the western country, capable of being 
more highly cultivated, or of giving support to a more numerous 
populution, than this valley. If any vestige of ancient population were 
to be fom)d, this would be the place to search for it ; accordingly this 
tract, ns also the bank of the river on the western side, exhibits proofs 
of an immense population. If the city of Philadelphia and its environs 
were deserted, there would not be more numerous traces of human 
existence. 

"The great number of mounds, and the astonishing quantity of human 
bones everywhere dug up, or found on the surface of the ground with 
n thousand other appearances, announce that this valley was at one 
period fillecl with habitations and villages. The whole face of the bluff, or 
hill which hounds it on the e:.ist, appe:.irs to have been a continued burying 
ground. Bnt the most remarkable appearances are two groups of mounds 
or pyramil1s, the one about ten miles above Cahokia, and the other 
ucnrly the same di,,fance below it, which in all exceed one hundred and fifty 
of various sizes. The western side also coutnins a considerable number. 

"A more minute description of those above Cahokia, which I visited in 
the foll of 1811, will give a tolerable idea of them nl1. I crossed the 
Misi:;issippi at St. Louis, and after passing through the wood which 
borders the river, about a half a mile in width, entered on an extensive 

plain. 
"In fifteen minutes I found myself in the midst of a group of mounds, 

mostly of a circular shape ancl at a distance, resembling enormous haystacks 
scattered through a meadow: one of the largest, which I ascended, was 
about two humlred paces in circumference at the bottom, the form ne:.irly 
sqnare, though it had evidently undel'gone considerable alteration from 
the washing of rains; the top was level, with an area sufficient to contain 
several hundred men. The prospect from this mound was very beautiful ; 
loo king towards the bluffs, which are dimly seen at th<-l distance of six 
or eight miles, the bottom at this place being very wide, I had a level 
plain before me, hound by islets of wood, and a few solitary trees: to 
the right the i:n_.airie is bounded by the horizon ; to the left, the comse 
of the Cahokia mny be distinguished by the margin of wood upon its 
banks, and crossing the valley diagonally S. S. W. Around me, I 
counted forty-five mounds or pyramids, besides a great number of small 

artificial elevations : these mounds form something more than a semi

circle, about a mile in extent, the open space on the river. 
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"Pursuing my walk along the bank of the Cahokia, I passed eight 
others in the distance of three miles, before I arrived at the largest 
assemblage. When I reached the foot of the princir:al mound, I was 
struck with a deO'ree of astonishment not unlike that which is experienced 0 
in contemplating the Egyptian Pyramicls. "\Yhat a stupendous pile of 
earth! To heap up such a mass must have required years, and the labor 
of thousands. It stands immediately on the hank of the CaJ10kia, and 
on the side next it, is covered with lofty trees. Were it not for the 
reO'ularity mid desiO'n which it manifests, the circumstances of its beiu!! 0 0 ,_, 
on alluvial ground, and the other mounds scattered around it, we would 
scarcely believe it the work of human hands. 

"The shape is that of a parallelogmm standing from north to south; on 
the south side there is a broad apron or o.tep, about half way down, aud 
from this another projection into the plain, about fifteen feet wide, which 
was probably intended as an ascent to the mound. By stepping around 
the base I computed the circumference to he at least eight hundred 
yards, and the height of the mound about ninety feet. The step or 
apron has been used as a kitchen-garden by the monks of La Trappe, 
settled near this, and the top is sowed with wheat. Nearly west there 
is another of a smaller size, and forty others scattered through the 
plain. Two are also seen on the bluff at the distance of three miles. 
Several of these mounds are almost conical. As the 1:rward had been 
burnt, the earth was perfectly naked, and I could trace with case any 
unevenness of surface, so as to discover whether it was artificial or 
accidental. 

"I everywhere observed a great number of small elevntions of earth to 
the height of a few feet, at regular distances from each other, and which 
appeared to observe some order; near them I also observed pieces of 
fl.int nnd fragments of earthen vessels. I concluded that a populous 
town had once existed here, similnr to those of Mexico described by the 
:first conquerors. The mounds were sites of temples or monuments to 
great men. 

"It is evident this could never have been the work of thinly-sC'attered 
tribes. If the human species had at any time been permitted in this 
country to have increased freely, and there is every probability of the 
fact, it must, as in Mexico; have become astonishingly numerous. The 
same space of ground would hnve sufficed to maintain fifty times the 
numher of the present inhabitants, with ease, their agriculture having no 
other object tban mere sustenance. Among a numerous population, the 
power of the chief must necessarily be more absolute, and >vhere there 
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are no laws, degenerates into despotism. This was the case in Mexico, 
and in the nations of South America. A great number of individuals · 
were at the disposal of the chief, who treated them little better than 
slaves. The smaller the society, the greater the consequence of each 
individual. Hence, there would not be wanting a sufficient nm~ber of 
hands to erect mounds or pyramids." 

The largest mound of the Cahokia group, thus described by Bracken
ridge,· is now known as Monks' Mound, on account of its having been 
occupied in early days by a colony of monks of the order of La Trappe. 
This prodigious temple site, as before remarked, is the best represent
ative of its class in the United States, not only on account of its vast 
size, but also because it is the most :finished model of all similar works 
which can with any degree of certainty be determined as temple mounds. 
The Teocallis of Mexico and the regions further south, though :finished 
with stone, are of the same form., with graded ascents, or flights of steps, 
leading' to the broad stage, or level top, at one end of which rose 
another elevation, upon which stood the most holy temple and sacred 
altars. 

Upon these burned the perpetual fire, to be extinguished only at the 
close of the y\'lar, and rekindled by the sun him.self, as his rising beams 
were concentrated by the high priests, when the new year began. This 
event was always observed with the greatest solemnity. 

When the sacred flame expired upon tho altars, with the dying year, 
the whole land was :filled with gloom, and the fire upon every domestic 
hearth must be exti11guh1hed also. Then the people sat down in awful 

·suspense to watch for the morning. Possibly their father, the sun, 
might be angry with his children, and veil his glory behind the clouds at 
the coming dawn. ·Then as they thought of their sins and bewailed 
their transgressions, their fears were expressed in loud lumentat.ions. But 
as the expected dawn-the momentous time-approaches, all eyes are 
turnecl towards the holy mount where the now fireless altars stand. At 
length the eastem sky begins to glow with n golden light which tells 
them that their god is near, and, while they watch, he rolls in splendor 
from behind the eastern hills, and darts his :fiery beams upon the sacred 
place where holy men are waiting to ignite anew the sacrificial :fires. 
Nor do they wait in vain, for soon the curling smoke and the signal 
flnmes are seen by the breathless multitude which fill the plains below, 
and then one long, glad shout is ·heard, and songs of joy s11lute the 
bright new year. Swift-f<;)Qted messengers receive the new-lit :fire from 
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the hands of the priests, quickly it is distributed to the waiting throng 
and carried exultingly to their several homes, when all begin the joyful 
celebration of the feast of the Sun. 

The peaceful tribes who once dwelt in this region of the Mississippi 
Valley, upon either shore, found no quarries of stone of easy cleavage, 
or which could be wrought with their simple tools for the erection of 
their edifices. Doubtless wood was the only material at their command, 
or possibly sun-dried brick. The dust of their temples is gone with that 
of their builders; their altars are crumbled-the sacred fire is extin
guit>hed, which the sun shall nevermore rekim1le. But the proud monu
ment of their national solemnities still rears aloft its majestic form in the 
midst of a vast alluvial plain of exhaustless fertility-a grand memorial 
of days more ancient than the last migration of the Aztec race to the 
pl:i,ins of Anahuac, who found there the very same structures, which 
they appropriated and by which they perpetuated the worship of the 
land of their fathers as well as that of the people whom they subjugated. 
It is not unreasonable to suppose that when, from its elevated summit, 
the smoke of the yearly sacrifice ascended in one vast column heaven
ward, from the great work above described, that it was the signal for 
simultaneous sacrifices from lesser altars throughout the whole length of 
the great plain, in the centre of which it stands, and that the people 
upon the Missouri shore responded with answering fires from those 
high places which once stood upon the western bank of the river, but are 
now destroyed. 

Here, we may well believe was the holy city, to which the tribes made 
annual pilgrimages to celebrate the national feasts and sacrifices. But 
not here alone ; for this vnst homogeneous race, one in arts and worship, 
had the same high and holy places, though of less imposing magnitude, 
in the valley of the Ohio, in ~A..labama, and Mississippi. 

In south-east :Missouri, at New Madrid, is a similar work, surrounded 
by a ditch ten feet in width and :five in depth. It is twelve hundred feet 
in circumference and forty feet in height. Among the ruins of almost 
every ancient town lying back from the river, upon bayous and smaller 
streams, may be found the oblong Temple-mound, which is always the 
highest work of the group, and commands a view of the whole. 

There are some who profess to believe that the Indians are the degen
erate sons of the authors of these extensive and complicated works. But 
when it is remembered that their languages, which are divided into many 
groups, present very few affinities which are common to all, and the 
dialects into which these groups are further divided are, many of them, 



THE M:OUND-BUlLDERS. 61 

so distantly related as to show that the various tribes must have been 

separated from the parent stock in times very remote ; and when we 

take i:Q.to the account also, the wonderful unity of the race of the mounds, 

as displayed in their works and worship, and the vast extent of territory 

they occupied, it will be seen that such a supposition involves an antiquity 

of the red race, which its most ardent defenders will find difficult t<> 

harmonize with the recognized facts. 
To my own mind the evidence is clear that the two peoples were as 

distinct as the Greeks and Romans. That the exodus of the mound

builders occupied long periods of thne, is altogether probable, and com

prised several distinct migrations, to the south and southwest, which were 

br~ught about by the continued encroachments of the more warlike and 

savuge hordes from the north and northwest. Here and there, no doubt, 

small bands were enslaved or absorbed by their conquerors, who adopted 

some of the customs of the subjugated race, particularly those pertaining 

to their worship, the traces of which are often well defined,-the practice 

of which wns continued by a few Indian tribes as late as the beginning of 

the present century. 
If the views here presented are correct, it will be apparent that the 

Temple-mounds are invested with an interest peculiar to themselves, in 

as much as they give us an insight to the social and political condition of 

the ancient inhabitants of the State of Missouri and the Mississippi 

Valley, which can be gained from no other class of works. It will also 

be perceived that we have barely ente:red upon a most interesting field of 

research, which will well repay a careful and thorough examination. 
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The foregoing evidences of an andent people swarming in prodigious 
numbers throughout the vast territory in which these works abound, nnd 
who had their permanent dwellings in to1vns and cities which were well 
arranged and constructed with no mean skill, suggest the most intoro01t
ing question, How did they subsist? The importance of this question is 
realized when we remember that it lies nt the foundation of thefr whole 
social fabric; and .in fact, once determined, the answer becomes ouc of 
the chief exponents of their physical condition, intellectual capadty and, 
in a good degree, of their moral status as well. Many of the stnp1e nrti
cles of food upon which all civilized nations depend for subsistence arc 
only to be procured by intelligent lnbor, guided by a plan and forethonght 
which are the result of a more or less extendml observation of nnture' s 
bws. 

Here were large cities; then here also must have been iraclc and com
merce of some sort. Merchandise may not have been bartered for gold 
and silver, but more likely-as was the case with the Peruvians-the 
products of the .field, the fold, or the chase, were ex<:hnnged for those 
of the workshop and domestic handicraft. Again: their means of sup
port must have been so certain and reliable, and withal so ahnndant, that 
large numbers of the people could be employed continuously upon those 
monuments of their industry which they have left behind for our ndmirn
tion. The probability that fish formed no inconsiderable item of their 
food supply hns already been suggested. The name of our great river, 
which it is thought has come down to us from their time-Nemesi-sipu, 
which means River of Fish-if it be true, bears witness to this. The 
prodigious shell heaps along the southern coast, from Florida to the 
mouth of the Mississippi, may also be noticed as evidence of the fact 
that they were not unskillful fishermen. These accumulations of 
the refuse of their kitchens have often proved peculiarly interesting 
and instructive, inasmuch as they abound in numerous relics which, 
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under other circumstances would have been destroyed. The shell heaps 

of the Baltic corrst are complete zoological museums of the fauna 

of the period when they were formed, containing, as they do, the 

bones of many animals long since extinct in those regions, and pre

senting also the bones of the few domestic animals which were the com

panions of mnn in that remote period. 
The most imp0rtant sites of the towns of the pre-historic Americans 

are found upon the shores of lakes or banks of rivers, and generally

though not always-contiguous to, or upon extensive arens of fertile 

land. We are not compelleu to suppose, however, that they were always 

influenced by :igricultural considerations in the focation of their permanent 

homes, for the ruius of some towns have been observed upon the snndy 

beaches of lakes, and where, too, there was no fertile land near, which 

wns suitable for agricultural purposes. It is, therefore, natural to sup

pose that the inl~aliitants of towns so situated were fishermen. 

The wide, deep ditches on the inside walls of some of their enclosures 

have called forth much speculation as to their purpose. It has generally 

been assumed that the wallt:i which enclosed their towns were erected 

for defensive purposes. But the puzzle has been about the locution 

of the ditch along the base of the wall within the enclosures. .A.(·conling 

to all our notions of warfare, the ditch-to serve any defensive purpose 

-should have been outside the walls. Moreover, many of the walled 

towns were so situated in valleys, which were overlooked by the near 

hills which surrounded them, as to be totally incapable of defense in any 

kind (Jf known warfare. The theory, therefore, that this inside ditch 

was one of their menus of defense, seems hardly satisfactory. I luwe 

somewhere met with the statement that there was a tradition to 

the effect that the ditches were receptacles for water, or r:ither, 

artificial channels for water conducted from the natural strcnms near 

which the towns were located, thereby furnishing the inhabitants with a 

·Constant and flowing supply. Without stopping to discuss tho question, 

it may be remarked that the idea seems altogether probable, and their 

construction for such a purpose a very natural thing to do, while tho 

.control of the stream, by gates and locks,would require no greater en

gineering skill than they have displayed m their more durab]() W()rks. 

They would nlso have been specially adapted to the culture of fo;h, or 

they may have been the receptacles for their winter's supply. Spoculative 

as the above may appear, it is certainly as rational as the notion that 

the inside ditch contributed in any way to their defense against the 

attacks of their foes. 
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What sGrt of domestic animals, if any, were reared by the ancient 
inhabitants Gf Missouri, we have no knowledge ; but there can be very 
little c1oubt that game was abundant and that they were successful in the 
chase. There is satisfactory evidence that the huge Mastodon ·was their 
cotemporary whose bones are so abundant in our alluvial plains ; and also 
that he was conquered and slain by their seemingly feeble weapons. I 
have myself exhumed from the ruins of one of those towns fragments of 
the vertebral column of the buffalo. 

However all this may have been, concerning their agricultw·al skill, 
we are not left to conjecture; and we may confidently assert that their 
main dependence for subsistence was upon the labors of the husbandman. 
They worshipped the sun, and invoked his benign influence upon the 
occurrence of the great annual festival when their crops were sown in the 
spring; and when these were gathered, in the autumn they offered up 
the first fruits to him as lord of the harvest. 

That this was their custom we may with confidence assume ; nor is it, 
indeed, mere assumption. The largest of these strnctures-the Temple 
Mounds-are found to be precisely similar in form and character to those 
of Mexico ; and the Spanish historians have given the fullest accounts of 
the manner in which their religious exercises were performed upon their 
summits, or in the temples which crowned the Teocallis. And as the be
lief prevails that the builders of these were of the same race as the Mound
builders, and probably their descendants, it becomes almost certain that 
structures of the same form in both countries were erected for the same 
uses and ceremonies. If it be true, as we believe, that when the great 
majority 0f the race of the Mound-builders had been destroyed, or driven 
from their habitations in the Mississippi Valley, some of w horn are 
known to have migrated to the southwest-some remnants of the tribes re
mained, and were absorbed by their conquering successors, then we might 
expect to :find some of the customs of their fathers still practiced by those 
who were left behind; and more particularly, those pertaining to their 
religious rites and manner of providing for their subsistence. The 
student of the history of the red men cam10t fail to notice the fact that 
a few of the southern tribes possessed traits and customs peculiar to 
themselves, and in which they differed widely from those of the north 
and east. The former had a complicated and we11-arranged system of 
religious worship, with the perpetual fire of the altars; also a line of 
priests or prophets, who enjoined seasons of rigornus fasting, and con
ducted the exercises upon the occasions of their festivities. The former 
can scarcely be said to have had any religious system or belief. Mr. 
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Adair bas given a detailed account of the religious rites and ceremonies 
which were once practiced by a few southern tribes among whom he re
sided for many years ; and so impressed wns he with their imposing and 
multifarious ceremonials that he believed they must have derived their 
system from the Jews. 

The dissimilarity between the tribes of the south and those of other lo
calities was equally striking in their manner of house-building, sports 
arn1 games. The former had fixed habitations, in towns with streets and 
public squares, and a love of home, with various other characteristics 
which belong to ~t higher civilization than the nomadic tribes of red men 
ever possessed. 

But perha,ps in no one thing was the dissimilarity more strongly ex
pressed than in the methods of ngriculture. The author quoted above 
speaks of having seen deserted cornfields seven miles in extent, and we 
know that they miilecl quite a variety of crops, and in ahundunce, chief 
among which was maize. Among the now numerous ttncl roving tribes we 
disuover only a methoclless and scanty agriculture. 

The ancient garden beds supposed to belong to the Mound-builders, 
which in some in;;fauccs are several hundred acres in extent, have fre
quently been noticed in several of the Western States. These are said 
to have been laid out in straight parallel rows or drills across the fields; 
but as none have been found in Missouri, as far as I am informed, they 
need not be dwelt upon in this connection. 

There are evidences of tilling the soil, of quite a novel character, which 
still exist in prodigious numbers, not only in Missouri but also in other 
regions we::Jt of the Mississippi. I have heard of very few east of that 
river. These works co1rnist of low circufor elevations, generally two or 
three foot abf>Ve tho level of the naturn1 surface of the soil, with diame
ters varying from ten to sixty f<·et; all are round, or nenrly so, sloping 
off µ;ently around the edges. All that I have seen among the Ozark hills 
an' composed of black alluvil1l soil, nncl disclosed, when excavated, no 
implement or relic of :my sol't. 'l'heir presence may always be detected 
in cultivated fields when coverell with growing crops, by the more luxuri
ant growth and deeper green of the vegetation. They abound in nll the 
littlo v:1lloy::; n,mong the flinty hills of the Ozn,rks, from Pulaski County, 
Mif;souri, to the Gulf of Mexico, and wc~twarcl to the Oolornclo in 
Texas, :wll as for north as Iowa. Their f.:ize in the hilly regions seems 
to have been determined hy the amount of rich vegetable mold which 
could be scraped together in a given spot. ]~er;idence sites tlwy could 
not have been, or they would have contained some relic (Jf stone or bone, 

5 
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or fragment of pottery, or at least the ashes of the family fire. To 
enable the reader to form some idea of their prodigious numbers, I can 
do no better than give the remarks of Prof. Forshey, as quoted by Dr. 
Jfoster, iu his "Pre-historic Races of the United States," which I tuke it, 
refer to the same class. 

Says Prof. Forshey: "In my geofogical reconnoisnnce of Louisiana, 
in 1841-2, I made a pretty thorough report upon them. I afterwards 
gave a verbal description of their extent and character before the New 
Orleans Academy of Scief!-ces. These mounds lack every evidence of 
artificial construction, based on other humn.n vestiges. They are nearly 
all round, none angular, and have an elevation hemispheroiclal, of one foot 
to five feet, and a diameter from thirty feet to one hundred nnd forty 
feet. They are numbered by millions. Iu many places iu the pine forests, 
they are to he seen nearly tangent to each other as far as the eye can 
reach, thousands being visible from an elevation of a few feet. On the 
gulf marsh margin, from the Vermillion to the Colorado, they appear 
barely visible, often flowing into one another, :md only elevated a few 
inches above the common level. A few miles interior they rise to two 
and even fonr feet in height. The largest I ever saw were perhaps 
one. hundred and forty feet in diameter and five feet high. These 
were in Y\restern Louisiana; some had abrupt sides, though th''Y 
are nearly all of gentle slopes." He further states that he "encount
ered hundreds of these mounds between Galveston and Houston, and 
between the Red river and Ouicita; that they were so numerous as to 
forbid the supposition of their having been the foun<latious of human 
habitations; that the burrowing animals common to the regio11 piled 
up no such heaps ; and finully, that the winds, while capable of 
accumulating loose materials, never distribute them in t.he mn1111cr 
above mentioned." In conclusion he adds: "Iu utter desperation I cease 
to trouble myself about their origin and call them inexplicable mounds." i 

Fom all that can be learned about them, I see no reason to doubt that 
they were erected for agricultural purposes, aud have therefore p!'e
sumed to name them Garden :\found!:!. 

It would i>eem perfectly natural, in a sterile country, and where the in
habitants had few materials for artificial fertilization, to gather into 

1 The Professor adds, that "there is ample testimony that the pine trees of the present 
forests ante-date these mounds." What the testimony is he does not say. If they are the 
work of the Indians, then we must believe them to have been vastly more numerous than 
any other facts hitherto known would lead us to suppose. 
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heaps the thin vegetable mold upon the surface, thus increasing its 
richness and capacity for retaining moisture. But the question may be 
asked, why should the same practice he necessary in the prairies and 
bottom lands, the richness of which is proverbial and inexhaustible. 
For the answer, we arc not left to conjecture. 

In the rich lowlands of the west, the chief difficulty is too much moii!
ture, especially in seasons of unusual rain-foll. This, the corn-raisers in 
the American bottom know from repeated experience. Hence, acres of 
corn are often utterly ruined in such sea8bns, when planted upon low and 
level :fields which have not ample artificial or natural drainage: when, 
had the earth been raised a few inches even in drills or mounds, such as 
have been described, a good crop would have been secured. An intelli
gent Iowa planter informed me that he had often seen this demonstrated 
in corn-fields which were :filled with these mounds. The low ground be
tween them, if the £.eason were lmus1w1ly rainy, would yield no l'eturns, 
while upon the mounds themselves the crop would be exceilent. From 
these consiclcrntions, there can be but little doubt that the garden m0t111cl~ 
wore rail:lod for the better cultivation of maize, which was doubtless tb 
staple article of aucieut ht.rnlatndry. But we are not to suppose, howevei 
that this was the only kind of grain known to the pre-historic Americans; 
for evidence is not wanting that, in ::;ome sections at le-ast, they cultivated 
wheat, nnd deposited it, alo11g with those articles which were deemed 
most precious, in the tombs of their loved ones. Thus-thanks to their 
affectionate care in the dic;position of the dcad,-it has been preserved 
for hundreds, pel'haps thousands, of years; and, like the few small 
grains in the hand of the Egyptiiln mummy, when brought forth to the 
sun light and moisture, has germinated and ripened, and furnished 
us with a variety unknown before. 

I!'rom an interesting account of certain mounds in Utah, communieated 
by Mr . .Amasa Potter to the Eureka Sentinel, of Nevada, mi copied by 
1'lte Western Review of Science and Industry, I make the following 
extracts: 

"The mounds are situated on what is known as the Payson Farm, 
nnd :ire six in number, covcrillg about twenty acres of ground. They 
nre from ten to eighteen feet in height, and from 500 to 1,000 feet 
in cil'cumfel'ence." "Tho explorations divulged no hidden treasure so far, 
hut have proved to us that there once undoubtedly existed here a more 
enlightened race of human beings than that of the Indian who inhabited 
this country, and whose records have been traced back hundreds of 
years." "While engaged in excavating one of the larger mounds, we 
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discovered the feet of a large skeleton, and carefully removing the hard
ened earth in which it was embedded, we succeeded in unearthing a large 
skeleton without injury. The human framework measured six feet, six 
incbeo> in length, and from appearances it was undoubtedly that of a male. 
In the ri{)'ht hand was a larffe iron or steel weapon, which hacl been buried ::::i ::::i 
with the body, but which crumbled to pieces on handling. Near th~ 
skeleton we also fouud piece::> of cedar wood, cut in various fantastic 
shapes, and iu a state of perfect preservation; the carving showing that 
the people of this unknown race were acquainted with the use of edged 
tools. \Ye also found a large stone pipe, the stem of which was inserted 
between the teeth of the skeleton. The bowl of the pipe weighs five 
ounces, and is made of sandstone; and the aperture for tobacco had the 
appearance of having been drilled out." "\:Ve found another skeleton 
near that of the above mentioned, which was not quite as large, and must 
be that of a woman. There was a neatly carved tGmbstone near the 
head of this skeleton. Close by, the floor was coverecl with a hard 
cement, to all appearances a part of the solid rock, which, after patient 
labor and exhaustive work, we succeeded in penetrating, and found it 
was but the corner of a box, similarly constructed, in which we found 
about three pints of wheat kernels, most of which was dissolved when 
brought in contact with the air. A few of the kernels found in the 
center of the heap looked bright, and rntained their freshness on being 
exposed. These were carefully preserved, and last spring planted au<.l 
grew nicely. vVe raised four ancl a half pounds of heads from those 
grains. The wheat is unlike any other raised in this country, aud pro
duces a large yield. It is the club variety; the heads a!'e very long and 
hold very large grains." ""\Ve find houses in all the mounds, the rooms 
of which are as perfect as the day they were huilt. .All the upartments 
are nicely plastered, some in white, others in reel color. Crockery ware, 
cooking utensils, vases-many of' a pattern similar to the present nge
are also found. Upon one large stone jug or vase cnn be traced a per
fect delineation of the mountains near here for u distance of twenty 
miles. vVe have found severnl millstones l..sed for grinding corn, and 
plenty G>f charred corn-cobs, with kernels not unlike what we know as 
yellow dent corn. \Ve judge from our observations that those ancient 
dwellers of our country folkiwecl agricn lture for a Jivelihoocl, a11c1 bad 
many of the arts ancl sciences known to us, as we found mol<ls made of 
clny for casting different implements, needles made of deer-horns, and 
lasts made of stone, and which were in good shape. vVe also found 
many trinkets, such as white stone bends and marbles as O'Ood as made ::::i 
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now; also small squares of polished stones resembling dominoes, but for 
what use intended we cannot determine." 

The above account we see no reason to discredit, and can only wish 
that the examinations had been more thorough and the account more 
explicit as to dimensions of rooms and other details. From what is 
i;tated, however, we conclude that the authors of these works could not 
have belonged to the present Indian race, but were undoubtedly of the 
mound-building people of the Mississippi Valley. It is, at least, a most 
interesting discovery, and they may belong to a series of structures 
which shall yet reveal the history of their migrations. That there were 
two if not three, distinct and widely separated southward movements, 
in point of time, of the pre-historic race, has already been suggested; and 
the Utah mounds may belong to that class which upon further investiga
tion shall furnish the clue to one of the routes pursued, and lead to its 
demonstration. Should the conjecture as to their authorship be verified, 
:a new chapter of unusual interest in the history of the Mound-builders 
wi 11 be opened for our penrnal ; and we may reasonably hope for much 
valuable information c0ncerning the character ancl extent of their agri
culture, their esthetic taste, and their knowledge of the industrial arts; 
and we may find that, in most respects, their s0cial condition was in no 
wise inferi0r to that of Mexico and Peru. The wood-carving, plastered 
and tinted walls, painted vases, and the presence of that most precions 
of all cereals, wheat, are ne-w and striking evidences of a higher social 
state than we have hitherto thought possible, whose luxury and refine
ment were but the presage of a nobler civilization which found its 
realization and full development in Central and South .America, or by 
some dire calamity was overwhelmed and destroyed. 



CHAPTER IX 

MISCELLANEOUS WORKS.-HISTORICAL OR NATIONAL FESTIVAL MOUNDS.-8TONE 8TRUC• 
TURES.-RUINS ON THE GASCONADERIVER.-GROUPNEAR LOUISIANA, Mo.-SOME INDIANA 
RELICS.-CREMATION CHAMBilRS.-PROOFS OF ARCHITECTURAL KNOWI,EDGE.-GREAT 
CANALS ANTE-DATING THJJ:: ER!E.-ANCIENT COUNTERPARTS OF MODERN ACHIEVEMENTS. 
-OUR SOUTHERN" BAYOUS" OF ARTIFICIAL ORIGIN. 

The works to he described under the head of Historical, or National 
Festival Mounds have already been noticed. A representation of one 
of this class is given on page 30. (Fig. 9.) It consists of throe 
embankments placed in a triangular form, enclosing a central mound 
which is also enclosed by a circle of small elevation. The ends of 
the embankments <lo not meet, however, but narrow openings are 
left at the lines of intersection, and in these openings are found small 
truncated mounds. Sometimes, we are told, the group is composed 
of two parallel walls, but oftener of three, in triangular po::>ition 
as just described; while some have been seen which had four embank
ments arranged in the form .of a square; all, however, containing the 
central mound with its enclosing circle. 

These groups have generally been thought to be defensive works. As 
for as known, none have been seen south of Mi<:Jsouri, hut it is sni<l they 
frequently occur in the States of Iowa, Wisconsin, Iudiana, and some in 
Illinois. In the latter two Stutes the usual form is square, while in Iowa 
and J\fissouri the triangubr arrangement is most frequent. As the walls 
are genera:lly 0f no great height, they arc among the first to be leveled 
by the plough. But, of whatever form or size, there seems always to 
have been observed in their construction a fixed rule in the relative size 
of the several parts, whose uniformity invests them with an iuterest 
peculiar to themselves. The group figured on page 30, though fouud in 
Iowa, was selected for description because this form is said to have 1Jeen 
of most frequent occurrence in Missouri. 

It will be remembered that the embankments which form the sides of 
the triangle were each one hundred and forty-four feet in length, and 
respectively three, four and five feet in height, and twelve feet in diame
ter. The sum of the heights of the embankmeuts is twelve foot, which 
is the exact height of the central mound. These multiplied together 
equal the length of the embankments-one hundred and forty-four feet. 
In all which have been described, the same relation of the several parts 
is observed. The embankments are always of equal length, but never 
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of the same height, while the sum of the heights-whether the group is 

composed of three or four-always equals the height of the central 

mound, and the product of both gives the length of the emhankments. 

The traditfon concerning them is, that they were erected to perpetuate 

the union of two oe more tribes; the number forming the compact is 

recorded by the number of embankments, and thl'ir relative power by 

the height of each. The circle in the center of the enclosure was known 

as the festival circle, and the small mounds in the angles, or openings, 

were matrimonial mounds. To these works the confederated tribes 

made annnttl visits, to celebrate the event of their ,union with singing, 

dancing and feasting, and a great variety of festive games, which were 

performed within the enclosure. The national union thus celebrated was 

further cemented on these occasious by intermarriages among the mem

bers of the different tribes, which took place at the matrimonial mounds. 

The centrnl mound was known as the union mound, and on festival occa

sions was occupied conjointly by the chiefs and prophets of each nation, 

who presided during the celebration. Concerning the relative age of 

this class of works nothing is known, and though the tradition above 

given may be regarded as having no ·weight or importance, it is quite 

clear that ull conjecture concerning them is equally valueless. 

The early writers upon the antiquities of Missouri make frequent m~n

tion of tho ruins of buildings which were constructed of unhcwn stone, 

and whose walls were said to have been built up with creditable skill and 

strcw~th, though without durable mortm-, if indeed nny were used. 

Of this kind of structure, the examples arc very rare east of the Mis

sissippi. Whether any are now to be found in any good degree of preser

vation is quite doubtful. I will present, therefore, such facts concerning 

them as can he gleaned from the most trustworthy accounts of early 

writers. The first to be noticed are thus described by Mr. Lewis C. 

Beck, who, after speaking of the pine timber which nbounded fifty or 

sixty years ago along the Gasconade river, and the saw mills erected 

upon its banks by which the lumber was prepttred for the St. Louis 

market, goes on to state that " near the saw mills, and at a short dis

tance from the road leading from them to St. Louis, are the ruins of an 

ancient town. It appears to have heen regularly lai(l out, and the dimen

sions of the squares, streets, and some of the houses can yet be discov

erecl. Stone walls are found in Cl.iff erent parts of the area, which are 

frequently covered by large henps of earth. Again, n stone work exists, 

as I am informed by Gen. Ashley, about ten miles below the milh. It 
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is on the west side of the Gasconade, anc1 is about 25 or 30 feet square ; and, although at present in a c1ilapic1atec1 condition, appears to have been built with an uuconnnon degree of regularity. It is situated on a high bald cliff, which commands a fine and extemive view of the country on all sides. From this stone work is a small foot-path running a devious cour~e down the cliff to the entrimce of a cave, in which was found a quantity of ashes. The mouth of the cave commands an easterly view. "It would be useless at this time to hazard an opinion with regard to the uses of this work, or tbe beings who erected it. In connection with those of a similar kind which exist on the Mississippi, it forms nn interesting subject for speculation. They evidently form a distinct class of ancient works, of which I have, as yet, seen no description." Another group, described by the same author, ·was located about two miles southwest of the town of Louisiana. "They are built of stone, with great regularity, and their site is high and commanding, from which I am led to infer that they were intended for places of defence. Works of a similar kind are found on Buffalo creek, and ou the Osage river. They certainly form a class of antiquities entirely distinct from the walled towns, fortifications, barrows, or mounds. The regularity of their form and structure favors the conclusion that they were the work of a more civilized race than those who erected the former-a race familiar with the. rules of architecture, and perhaps with a perfect system of warfafo." The description of those works located near Louisiana is accompunicd by a ground-plan or diagram made hy the Rev. S. Giddings, a former clergyman of St. Louis, of which Fig. 1 is an exact copy. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCOMPANYING DlAGHAM. 
a, b, c, d, outer wall, 18 inches in thiclmess; length, 56 feet; breadth, 22 feet. The walls are built of rough, unhewn stone, and appear to have been constructed with remarkable regularity. 
E is a chamber three feet in width, which was no doubt arched the whole way, as some part of the arch still remains. It is made in the manner represented at 3, and is seldom more than five feet above the surface of the ground: but as it is :filled with rubbish it is impossible to say what was its original height. F is a chamber four feet wide, and in some places the remains of a similar arch still remain. 
G is a chamber 12 feet in width, at the extremity of which are the remains of a furnace. H is a large room with two entrances, I and K. It is covered with a thick growth of trees. The walls are at present from two to five feet in height. One of the trees in the work is two feet in diameter. 2 is a smaller work about 80 rods dne east from the former. A and C are two chambers without any apparent communication with B. B is a room nearly circular, with an entrance. 
In the apartment G, human bones have been found. 



Fig, 1.-Anoient Works near Louisiana1 Mo. 
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The stone edifices thus described seem to have been peculiar to Mis
souri alone, as I find no notices of existing similar works in any other 
locality, unless those described by Mr. Brown in his Western Gazetteer · 
were such. Those were found near the town of Harrisonville, Franklin 
Co., in the State of Indiana. They were located on the neighboring 
hills, northeast of the town. The ruins of quite a number were observed, 
all of which, it is stated, were built of rough, unhewn stone. The walls 
were levelled nearly to the foundations, and covered with soil, brush :md 
full-grown trees. Mr. Brown informs us that" after clearing uway ihe 
enrth, roots and rubbish from one of them, he found it to have been 
anciently occupied as a dwelling. It was about twelve feet square. At 
one end of the building was a reg11lar hearth, on which were yet the 
ashes and coals of the Inst fire its owners had ever enjoyed, for around 
the hearth were the decayed skeletons of eight persons, of different ngcs, 
from a small child to the head of a family. Their feet were all pointing 
towards the hearth, which fact suggests the probability that they were 
murdered while asleep." The bottom lands in this region are said to 
have abounded in mounds similar to those described elsewhere, anc1 con
taining human bones, implements of stone, and a superior article of glazed 
pottery. A skull taken from one of them was found pierced with a flint 
arrow wliich was still sticking in the wound, and was about six inches 
long. The stone dwellings described by Mr. Brown were evidently of 
inferior construction to those of Missouri. The authors of the latter 
showed no mean skill in architecture; while the rough and ruder walls 
of the Indiana structures, their diminutive size, along with the fact of 
the whole family lying together on the floor, would indicate a social con
dition but little removed from barbarism. Whether their builders 
belonged to the race of the mounds in the valleys near, is not certain, 
and the meons of deciding the question are doubtless destroyed. 

Upon a recent visit to the site of the works near Lousiana, Mo., 
described by Mr. Beck, I found only a confused heap of stones, the walls 
thrown down and the stones scattered in every direction. The view from 
the summit of the hill where the building once stood was very extensive 
and lovely. Mr. Levi Pettibone, now ninety-seven years of age, and 
Mr. Edwin Draper,-both gentlemen having resided in the neigborhood 
of the work for nearly half a century-confirmed the account given by 
Mr. Beck, in every important particulnr.1 

1 Mr. Stillman, the obliging and gentlemanly proprietor of the Laclede Hotel at Lou
isiana, also gave me much valuable information. He stated that formerly there existed 
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In the February number of the Westem Review of the present year, 
appears quite a lengthy article, by Judge E. P. West, containing nn 
account of the examination of ~everal, mounds near the Missouri river 
which contained "buried chambers, or vaults, built of stone, compactly 
and regularly laid." The stones, which are undressed on the inside, are 
laid horizontally, and apparently have been selected with great care, the 
walls presenting, when the earth is removed, a smooth inner face. The 
chambers were generally of uniform size, being about eight and one half 
feet square and four feet in height. Each had an opening, or doorway• 
towards the south, two and a half feet in width. The walls were about 
eighteen inches in width at the top, and five feet at the base. Some are 
described as containing "a large quantity of bumt human· and animal 
bones, burnt clay, wood ashes and charred wood, all intermingled and 
extending entirely over the floor, at one point to the depth of eight 
inches." Judge West seems to favor the opinion that they were used for 
dwellings, before the dead were interred in them. This was possibly the· 
case; but the commingled mass of burnt bones, charred wood, and 
burnt clay to the depth of several inches, would point to funeral rites by 
cremation. A,, house eight and a half feet square anc1 four feet high 
would be a very confined habitation for a family of ordinnry size. It 
seems more in consonance with the facts as stated to suppose them to 
hitve been furnaces for consuming the dead by burning. The Judge 
computes their age to be about two thousand years. Other and simihir 
structures have been described to me, and the localities of their sites 
named, by respectable persons who claimed to have opened them, of 
mnch larger ~imensions than any above described, and which are stated 
to have contained large quantities of human bones and implements of 
stone. One, I was told, contained a vault at least one hundred and fifty 
feet in length, fifty feet wide and above twelve feet in height. Another, 

upon his land, at a distance of about half a mile from the work described, a stone heap. 
of quite large dimensions, similar in its appearance to those noticed in !L previous chap
ter and conjectured to have been of Indian origin. Having occasion to use the stones 
for the walls of a cistern, he caused them to be removed. .At the bottom of the pi\e he 
found a level :floor, composed of :flat stones of various sizes, but joined together, as he 
expressed it, as closely and evenly as any mason could do it to-day. From these, and 
similar facts, I am led to believe that possibly many of those which appear ontwardly to 
be simply piles of stones loosely thrown together, and which a.re to be counted by 
thousands upon the hills in various parts of the State, may be the remains of the uu
cemented walls of ancient habitations. .And this conviction receives additional strength 
from the fact that recent explorations of many earthen mounds have disclosed a vault, 
walled and arched with stone,-some of large dimensions,-with contents similar t<> 
those of Utah. 
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much smaller, was beautifully arched with stone. At the time the nar
mtor saw it, it was cleared of the decayed skeletons and was used as a 
dairy-house. The two just mentioned were in Missouri, and distant 
from each other one hundred aud fifty miles. Again the question recurs 
"\Vho built them; and whence their architectural skill and knowledge? 

Says Dr. Foster: "A broad chasm is to be spanned before we can 
Hnk the Mound Builders to the North American Indians." There are 
some who attempt to do this, but the difficulties which beset the tusk are 
insurmountable to those who have examined, with any degree of thol'ough
ness, the evidences of the vastly superior civilization of the people ·who 
.erected the stone structures found in Missouri, to that of the North 
American Indians, during any known period of their history ; and to 
such, the belief that they were the authors of the multitudinous monu
ments of the Missouri and Mississippi valleys, becomes altogether 
improbable. But if a11 this is inconclusive of the proposition wo main
.tain, what shall be said of the ancient canals, some of which still remain, 
the indubitable evidences of an extended inland communication between 
lakes, rivers and bayous, and also of an industry, enterprise ::tnd skill 
which would be creditabe to the ecientific engineers of our own times? 
In many of the great achievments of this age of ours we are only recov
-ering the knowledge and wisdom of the long-forgotten past. 

·when Gov. Clinton, of New York, first proposed the construction of 
the Erie Canal, the idea was greeted with scorn and derision; nnd as the 
work progressed it was characterized as "Clinton's Ditch," the opposers 
·()f the scheme little dreaming that it was to become the great channel for 
the commerce of the nation; connecting, as it does, the great ('hain of 
lakes in the far Northwest with the Atlantic Ocean. And not until a, 
thousand freightecl boats began to pour the rich treasures of the prairies 
into the lap of the East, was the far-seeing wisdom of its projector folly 
vindicated. Then men began to point to it with boasting congratulation, 
ss an evidence of the rapid and surprising progress which we of the 
nineteenth century were achieving. But alas for h11man pride! we are 
but slowly learning again what other nations, who lived in the morning 
-0f the historic period, knew, and the world had long ago forgotten. 

Again, when the French hegnn the Suez Canal, "all the world won
dered" at the grandeur of the enterprise. But they soon found that 
they were only clearing out the sands of three or four thousanu ycnrs' 
accumulntion from the old pathway of the commerce of the Pharaohs, 
who had built the canal when Egypt was the storehouse of the nations. 
These came through the canal to her door, in great ships laden with the 
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riches of the Orient, which they exchanged for corn, and then sailed 
back from the Nile, and through the Red Sea to their homes again. 
But at length the scepter departed from the throne of the Pharaohs ; the 
temple colleges, to which the philosophers of Greece resorted for instrnc
tion six hundred years before Christ, were closed, and crumbled in decny 
-the desert snnds swept over their ruins ; the canal was filled ancl 
forgotten through all the long dark ages. At length commerce revives, 
and men begin to dig canals again, with vain-glorious pride. 

It is with nations as with individuals who are taken with some deadly 
disease, from which they bnrely escape with their lives. Though their 
strength returns, their memory is utterly oblivious to all they have ever 
learned from books, and so they must begin with the alphabet once mere. 
Nations have their deadly ma!ndies from which few recover, and for those 
which do, how long and unpromising is the tutilage of their second child
hood. History is repeated here. 'l'he pre-historic people of Missoul'i 
were not only great in populous towns, in their agriculture, in their huge 
piles of earth nnd embankments and buildings of stone, but they, too, 
were canal-hui!t1ers. With surprh;ing skill they developed a system of 
internal navigation, so connecting the lakes and bayou's of the southern 
interior of the State, that the products of the soil found a ready outlet 
to the grent river. The remains of these artificial water-courses have 
been frequently alluded to by travelers who have seen them, but never 
thoroughly explored. Dr. G. C. Swallow, while .at the head of the 
Geological Survey, culled attention to them, and described one which was 
"fifty feet wide and twelve feet deep." For the fullest description of 
this class of works, I am indebted to Geo. W. Carleton, Esq., of 
Gayoso; who, in response to a note of enquiry,-in addition to many 
interesting facts concerning a great number of ancient structures in 
Pemiscot County ,-kindly furnished the following account, which I give 
in his own words : 

"Besides our Mounds, we can boast of ancient canals. Col. John H. 
Walker informed me that before the earthquakes, these canals-we call 
them bayous now-showed very plainly their artificial origin. Since the 
country has become settled, the iand cleared up, the embankments alcing 
those water courses have been considerably leveled down. One of these 
canals is just east of the town of Gayoso. It now connects the flats of 
Big Lake with the Mississippi river. Before the bank crumbled off, 
taking in Pemiscot bayou, it connected this bayou with the waters of Big 
Lake. Another stream, that Col. Walker contended was artificial, is 
what we now call Cypress Bend Bayou. He said that it was cut so as to 
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connect the waters of Cushion Lake with a bayou running into Big Lake. 
Cushion Lake lies in th.e northern part of Pemiscot county. The canal 
wns cut from the flats of the Jake on the south side, about three miles 
into Big Luke bayou. By this chain of canals, lakes and bayous, these 
ancient mound-builders ancl eanal-diggers could have an inland naviga
tion from the Mississippi river at Gayoso, into and through Big Lake· 
bayou and the canal into Cushion Lake, through Cushion Lake and a 
bayou into Collins Lake or the open bay, thence north through .a lake 
and bayou some eight miles, where another canal tapped this water course 
and run east into the :Mississippi river again, some :five miles below the 
town of l\ew Madrid. Col. ·walker, in referring to these water-coursc~s, 
spoke of them only as canals. They show even now a huge bank of 
earth, such as would be made by an excavation, on the side opposite to 
the river, so that in case of overflow the water from the river would not 
wash the excavated dirt back into the cunal." 1 

Although in the foregoing account the present depth and width are not 
given, from it and from the reports of others, there can be no doubt that 
the ancient inhabitants had constructed with a skill which would do no 
discredit to our own engineers, a system of connecting canals which 
must have been necessitated by an extended internal trade, aud which 
required boats of respectable dimensjons. The evidences of work of 
such magnitude as canals, widen the "broad chasm" which is to be 
spanned before we can link the Mound-builders to the North American 
Indians, until it becomes an impassable gulf. 

1 In reply to a subsequent note of inquiry as to the length of this water-course, in
cluding canal and bayou, Mr. Carlton cstilllatcs it to be about seventy miles. 



CHAPTER X. 

POTTEUY.-SUPERIORITY OF PRE-HISTORIC .AME:RICAN W AMS OVER THOSE OF Etl'ROPE.
IMITATIONS OF LIVING OBJECTS.-T:e:E MATEltIAT,S Us1m.-RltLIQUARIES.-SKUJ,LS EN· 
CLOSF.D IN EAR'fllEN YESSELS.-BOWLS wrnI ORNAMENTAL HEADS.-PlWDADILITIES 
OF HIGHER .A.1~1· .AMONG THE ANCIENTS. 

The number of vessels. of pottery which have been taken from the 
mounds in Missouri is prodigious, nnd almost endless in variety. In an 
~nsfance which fell under my own observation, uenrly, if not quite, oue 
thousand pieces were obtuincd from a single burial mound ; and these 
were of various sizes and great diversity of forlll and workmanship. 
Some of the most characterh;tir~ ex
amples will be presented as we pro-. 
cecd. The skill di:oplaycd by the 
pre-historic Americans in everything 
they manufactured from connncm clay 
is vastly superior to that of the 
unci.ent civilizations of Europe, to 
which, in other respects rnany strik
ing similarities mity be trnced. 

From the fact that few articles 
which are the products of human 
iugenuity and skill tm.i more enduring 
than earthen-ware, this class of auti
quities, to the archreologist, is very 
interesting nnd instmctivc. The skill 
and ta:>te displayed in its various im-
itative forms, in outline and deco- Fla.,., 
ration, give us an insight into some 
phases of the domestic life, social condition und resthetic tltste of ancient 
peoples, which can be derived from uo other source. Fragments of 
pottery, to the archreologist, therefore, are the imperishable leaves of a 
book, inscribed by the truthful hand of humanity, iu lcgi.ble charu.eters, 
with the precious records of those feelings and tender sentiments which 
are recorded nowhere else, and which need 110 translation. Their vulue 
is enhanced so much the more by th~ fact that we possess specimens of 
these records from every quarter of the globe, and coeval with the remotest 
civilizations. 
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The successful attempts of the ancient Americans to imitate the forms 

of beasts and birds, which they saw every day around them, evince a 

contemplation, observation and affectionate communion with nature which 

:fills us with surprise. 
The drinking vessel molded into the 

form of an owl, :i representation of 

which is given in Fig. l, seems, by 

its frequent occurrence in the mounds, 

to have been a favorite model. The 

most common form is the universal 

gourd-shaped water jug (Fig. 2 ). 

These are of various sizes, the largest 

being from eight to ten inches high, 

and the largest diameter not exceeding 

ei~ht inches. Sometimes the body of 

the jug is more globular on the top 

than this figure shows. Fig. 3 presents 

a form of water jug which, as far as 

my own observation extends, is much 
Fig, 2. 

more rare than the preceeding. The engraving was made some years 

ago; I have since seen a sufficient number to prove that the reconstruction 

of the neck is correct. From the greater size of the neck I am led to 

believe that it was au ordinary drinking-vessel; while the form rep1·e

rr 
i 

sented in Fig. 2 is more properly that of a 

water-cooler, which, when filled, was hnng up 

until the water was reduced in temperatuce 

by its slow evaporation through the pores 

of the vessel, after the manner of the in

habitants of the American tropics at the 

present time. 
In reference to the superiority of the skill 

displayed by the Mound-builders in the ce

ramic arts, to the corresponding civilization 

of ancient Europe, I can not do better thnn 

quote the words of Dr. Foster. 1 

Fig. 3. 

' 1 In the plastic arts, the Mound-builders 

attained a perfection far in advance of any 

samples which had been found characteristic

of the Stone, and even the Bronze Age of Europe. We can readily 

1 Pre-historic Races of the United States, p. 236. 
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conceive thnt, in the absence of mt'tallic vessels, pottery would be em
ployed as a substitute, and the potter's art would be hold in the highest 
esteem. :From making useful forms, it would he natural to advance to 
the ornamentnl. Sir John Lubbock remarks that ' fow of tho Britbh 
sepulchral urns, belonging to the ante-I~oman times, lrnvo upon them 
any curved lines. Representations of animals and plants are al most ent ircly 
wanting.' They are even absent from all the articles lwlouging to the 
Bronze Age in Switzerland, and I might almost say in vVestern Europe 
generally, while ornaments of curved and spiral lines arc eminently char
acteristie of this period. The ornamental ideas of the Sto11e Age, on 
the other hand, are confined, so :far :ts we know, to compositions of 
straight lines, and the iclea of !t curve scarcely seems to have occtnTc<l to 
them. Tho most elegant ornaments on their vn.scs arc impr(~ssions 
made hy the finger-nail, or hy a cord wonnd romH1 the sofl. clay." 

''The commonest forms of tho Mound-buill1crs' pottery rcprosont kettles, 
cups, water-jugs, pipes, vases, etc. Not content with plnin surfaces, they 
frequently ornamento<1 their surfacf's with curved liues :uHl fret-work. 
Thc'y evf'n weut farther, and moulded imagc>s of birds, q1rndrnpe1ls, 
and of the hunrnn form. Tllo chty, except for their ordinary kottl<~S, 
where com:se gravel is often intermixed, is tinoly-t.ernpert:cl, so tluit it 
<lid not warp or crack in haking,-tho utensils, when cornpletc<l, having a 
yellowish or grayish tint." 

In tho group of vessels shown in :Fig. 4, while the human faees and 
heads of birds aro crudely expl'essed, we find much to adrniro in tho 
tasteful forms of the birds themselves. The flow of their outline, so to 
speak, eviuccs a degree of "refinement of fooling which couW only J'<Jsult 
from a culture of the sense for beauty, which must have rcquircd a long 
time for its realization. It wHl be noticecl that the mouths or openings 
were, on all, ma(le at the back side of the hond. This seems to luwo 
been the uniform practice, whether tho h<'nd of the v<>ssel wns that, of 
man, boast or 1.1ird. Sometimes the vessels with vertical opouings, as 
of h and Z, arc fitted with covers of the same materi!tl, with projecting 
knobs on the~ top for bundling them. Sonrntimes, again, tho smaller j11gs, 
or bottles as they should he called, hnve nicely-adjusted stoppors, ns 
sbown at i. These latter hottles are made of much filler nrnterial, and 
while they are generally quite thin, they aro so well baked tlmt tliey 
seem to he almost as tough and strong as our own ware. Ou page 23 
of the Eighth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Peabody Mu<>cum, 
a representation of two of these stoppers is given; one of which is the 
same as shown at i (Fig. 4). They are described as "two artieles 

6 



Varieties of Drinkinir Vessels from Southeast Missouri. a and b Front and Back View of same Vessel. I Small Bottle and Stopper, 
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carv<!d from a hard day slate and cnrefnlly smoothe<l. Their use is 
prob1ematical, but they so closely resemble lip ornaments as to suggest 
that they ·were such." These qre now in the" Swallow Collection., of 
the mu!leum. In its transportation from Missouri to l\fassachusctt.s, the 
report informs us, many of the articles were so broken as to make their 
reconstruction impossible. When I had the pleasure of examining this 
collection, some years since, these stoppers were then attached to the 
hottles with which they were found. The smaller bottle ~>f the two, 
Prof'e::;sor 8wallow informed me, when taken from the mound, contained 
a red liquid. 

Some, of the representations of the human figure are executed with a 
good degree of fidelity to nature, through all the members; Khowing 
that the artist httd studied carefully his model, an<l hnd evidently lubored 
to tell the truth ns he saw it. Some of the human· figures hnvo 1111 ex
pression so strikiug and individual that we ean h:mlly believe that they 

Fli. 5. 

are not portl'aits. This becomes more prob
able when we examine the animal represent
ations, or rather the heads of birds, with 
which the pottery is very often ornnn1ented ; 
particularly those of the different varieties 
of ducks, in which we observe in the shape 
of the head, line of neck, etc., the nicest 
distinctions in particular varieties, which are 
expressed with remarkable skill. This will 
be apparent when we come to the consider
ation of Foo cl V cssels. 

In the annexed group (Fig. 5) nre four 
val'ieties. In one, tho head of the horned owl 
is skillfully joine.a to the body of the vessel. 
Another form of j ng, which is of less frequent 
occurrence than the gourd-shnpe, is, as 

shown in the cut, supported by four and s0metimes three hollow bulbous 
legs. The two human fignres are coarsely executed, except tho heads. 
They usually represent a hump-backed female figure in n sitting position, 
and the legs, when they are suggested, bent under the body, with arms 
resting upon the knees. They are simple water-jngs, having the month 
always in the occipital region of the head. Occnsionally one is met with 
which is geossly indelicate. The. vessels representing the humnn figure 
vary much in size. Some are so smull that their cnpacity is not greater 
than two :fluid ounces. The larger are from four to ten i11ches in height , 
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and hold from one to four pints. This is, however, a proximate esti
mate, but can not be far wrong. 

Some of the smaller images are, of all that I have seen, altogether the 
most artistic and expressive. They have been by some supposed to be 
idols, but there is no evidence whatever, that I have seen, which favors this 
supposition. They all have an orifice through which the cavities could 
be filled, which is constructed precisely like the commonestju~s; while 
their relative position in the mounds, in companionship with other ves
sels, is conclusive to my own mind that they were used as receptacles of 
some precious articles of domestic use; such us medicines, ointments, and 
the like. And again, there is very 
little in all we know concerning this 
poeple that would favor the idl'a 
that they had any idols, unless it 
may h'llve been symbolic represent
ations of the heavenly bodies, 
which we know were the chief 
objects of their worship. In ad
dition to all this, they made images 
of beasts, as we shall see, which 
were unquestionably humorous car.:.. 
icatures. 

Fig. 6. Two Views. 

The most elegant and artistic specimens of pottery which have been 
taken from the mounds in J\fissouri were quite recently discovered. 
Some vessels now in the museum of the St. Louis Academy of Science 
are very suggestive of the pottery of Ancient Egypt, and indeed, in their 
decorative forms, and coloring of black, red and white figures, are not 
greatly inferior to Etruscan art.1 

The material of these articles is much :finer than that of the common 
ware, which_ in the. l:trger vessels, having a capacity of several gallons, is 
generally mixed with sand, and the medium sizes with pounded shells ; 
while the finest seems to be composed of a light-colored, very fine
grained, yellowish clay-perhaps mixed with gypsum. The different 
varieties of ware, the different materials of which they are composed, 
and the diversity of tastes displayed in their decoration, would "suO"o-est 

' 00 
a division of labor" among several classes of skilled· artisans and artists. 

1 The St. Louis .Academy of Science, under the supervision of the .A.rchreological 
Section, will soon publish a se1ies of plates of these decorated jugs and vases, drawn 
on stone and printed infac simile colors, with descriptive text by F. F. Hilder. 
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This was probnbly the case; for, as is well known, however common the 
articles manufactured may be as to their uses, in everything which 
comes from the hand of the skillful there is a finish or refinement <if 

treatment which is never seen in the work: of the unpracticed hand. The 
annexed engraving (Fig. 7) represents a jug, about 
nine inches in height, of a light yellowish colol', orua
mented around the neck: with red and blnck lines, and 
around its greatest diameter with curved lines in red, 
white and black:. It is very symmetrical in form, with 
a bottom 1'Ufficiently :fiat to cause .it to stand firmly. 

J:. I have exhumed oue similar in shape and color, but 
differently omamented. Around the largest circumfer-

Fig. 7, 
ence were six red circles ; close to these, and on the inside, 

are white circles. 'Vithin these again, is it red circle, and in each of the 
spa_ces thus enclosed by the circles, is a white cross with arms of equal 

Fig. B. 

length. The stripes are ahout three-tenths of an inch 1n width. This 
combination of color and form has a striking and not unpleasing effect. 
The knowledge and feeling evinced by the combination and contrast of 
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angles ancl. circ1es, in colors, is certainly quite remarlrnhle. The co lo rs 
of the stripes were mixed with some sort of article which preserved the1:n ~ 
and gave them a lustrous or varnished appearance, which they still to 
some degree retain. . 

In the next group (Fig. 8) are presented a few of tho 0mlles.s fonn,., 
of the more common utensils. They are interesting as showmg tho 
constant and active presence of the inclination to beautify whate v or 
vessel they manufactnrcd. There are very fow that are not orna11rnnt(~tl 
in some manner. Some have the edges ind('ntccl or <lotted, us wiLh tho 
point of a stick or the :finger-nail, while others have the rim slight l.Y 
enlarg0d and marked with a spiral line, whieh givefl the edge :i lio:id.e< l 
11ppearance. Some of these bowls and pans have a very familiar look as 
to their form. 

This class of pottery, as we11 as the ordi
nary jugs, arc usually of dark gray and well 
baked, the clay, as before stated, having been 
tempered with pounded shells. 

In a previous chapter, describing the mode 
of burial in one of the mounds nea.r \Vest 
Lake, it was stated that with the skeletons 
were usually found two or three vessels, one 
or two jugs near the head, and a food-vessel 

fig, 9 

in the bend of the arms, which were folded across the breaRt. Tl 1 o 
forms of food-vessels here presented are those most frequcnt.Jy fou 11 d 
in that position. In some of them I have observed a very small pot., 
not much larger than a hen's egg: in some instances containing u. 
bone. In others carbonize.cl fruit, resembling wild grnpes, hns bcwn fou n <.l ; 
in others, again, the soft remains of muscle shells, thoroughly decayed. 
The jugs and bowls which were interred with the corpse, no doubt, con
tained food and drink, for the purpose of sustaining the trnvolcr <luring 
the lqng journey he was supposed to have entered upon. Tlwsc pots 
s11ggest many interesting reflections concerning their faith and notious 
of a future life. . 

The forms represented in the preceding group nrc the simploRt of all 
but not more frequent than those which are mnch more ornamcnta.1-
Vessels in the form of the muscle-shell, and holding folly oue pint, ure 
by no menns unfreqnent; and again a :fish or frog will be used us n. 
model. The two presented in Fig. 9 are quite common. Sornct:hncs 
the legs and feet of the frog are well de:fine<l, but folded along the sides 
of the body. Usually, when a :fish is represented, it is done by simply 
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moulding the head, tail and fins upon the side of the dish, bnt o.ccasion

ally the exact form of the fish is represented, sc:1les and all. In such 

ca:::es, the 0rifice is in the side, and furnished with a tube which projects 

nn inch or two, forconvenience in u~e as a 1.lrinking-vessel. In one in

stance, which came under my notice, the body of a man lying upon the 

back was represented, with legs and arms rudely made out, nnd the tube 

projecting from the stomach. 

e 
~·- ··"·~ 
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Fig. 10. Cooking Vessels, 

Their imitative faculties, as illustrated in their pottery, were certainly 

remarkable, and to give an adequate idea of the variety of their work in 

the subjects which might be chosen for illustration would require more 

space than is allotted to this essay. We proceed, theref9re, to consider 

their cooking utensils. Some of the more frequent forms are gi-ouped 

together in Fig. 10. 
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"While these vessels were doubtless for common, every-day use, some 
of them are really quite nrti,,tic nnd graceful. The three larger ones 
(a, b, c) are particularly so. The forms and ornamentation of the others 
se.em to be more experimental, and perhaps transitional, as though the 
maker varied a little from his usual manner just to see how they would 
look. The one at g, however, is a much bolder innovation, and is 
:finished as there shown, with six hemispheroidal projections. It will 
be observed that all have two or more handles, by which they were 
probably suspended over the fire by passing through them green twigs,. 

which they covered with moist clay to 
prevent them from burning. Examples 
might be multiplied, ad infiniturn almost, 
of this class of vessels, but the above are 
sufficient to illustrate the inventive powers 
of their authors in this direction, as wen 
as their constant striving to gratify their 
resthetic feeling in the manufacture of those 
fragile articles which were designed for 
the commonest uses. 

Fig. II. 

Fig. 11 represents n pot very similar to 
a, of the preceding group, but entirely 
unique in this, that it contained the upper 

portion of a human skull an<l one vertehm. It was taken from a mound 
11ear New Madrid, by Prof. Swallow, who tells us that the vessel must 
have been moulded aronncl the skull, as it could not be removed without 
breaking the pot. It is now in the Pe:ibody Museum. The top of the 
skull is shown in the engraving. This is certainly a curiosity. Nothing 
like it h:is been fonncl in any other burial mound here or anywhere else,. 
as far as known. 

It may be remembered, however, in. this connection, as before re
marked, that small pots have frequently been found in the larger pans, 
and which contained a decayed shell or fragment of bone. These were,. 
very likely, valued relics or charms which were buried with their pos
sessor. 

In Herbert Spencer's "Principles of Sociology, "1 in the chapter upon 
Idol-Worship and Fetich-Worship, the following interesting statements 
occur, which seem quite pertinent in this connection: 

"Facts, already named, show how sacrifices to the man recently dead 

1 Popular Science Monthly for December, 1875, p. 158. 
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pass into sacrifices to his preserved body. We have seen that to the 
corpse of a Tahitian chief daily offerings were made on an altar by a 
priest; and the ancient Central Americans performed kindred rites before 
bodies dried by artificial heat. That, along with a developed system of 
embalming, this grew into mummy-worship, Peruvians and Egyptinns. 
have furnished proof. 

"Here the thing to be observed is that, while believiug the ghost of the 
dead man to have gone.away, these peoples had confused notions, either 
that it was present in the mummy, or that. the mummy was itself con
scious. Among the Egyptians, this was clearly implied by the practice 
of sometimes placing their embalmed dead at table. The Peruvians,. 
who by a parallel custom betrayed a like belief, also betrayed it in other 
ways. By some of them the dried corpse of a parent was cnrried round 
the fields that he might see the state of the crops. 

"How the ancestor, thus recognized as present, was also recognized as 
exercising authority, we see in the story given by Santa Cruz. When 
his second sister refused to marry him, 'Hnayna Capac went with pres
ents and offerings to the body of his father, praying him to give her fo1 
his wife, but the dead body gave no answer, while fearful signs uppeare( 
in the heavens.' 

"The primitive idea that any property charncterizing 1111 nggregate inheres 
in all parts of it, implies a corollary from this belief. The soul, present 
in the body of a dead man preserved entire, is also present in preserved 
parts of his body. Hence the faith in relics. Ellis tells us that, in the 
Sandwich Islands, hones of the legs, arms, and sometimes the skulls, of 
kings and principal chiefs, are carried about by their descendants, under 
the belief that the spirits exercise guardianship over them. The Crees 
carry bones and hair of dead persons about for three years. The Caribs~ 
and several Guiana tribes, have their cleaned bones distributed among the 
relatives after death. 'l'he Tasmanians show 'anxiety to possess them
elves of a bone from the skull or the arms of their deceased relatives! 
The Adamanese 'widows may be seen with the sknlls of their deceased! 
partners suspended from their necks.' This belief in the power of relics 
leads in some cases to direct worship of them. Erskine tells us thnt the 
natives of Lifu, Loyalty Islands, who 'invoked the spirits of their 
departed chiefs,' also 'preserve relics of their dead, such as a :finger 
nail, a tooth, a tuft of hair, and p::ty divine homage to it.' Of the New 
Caledonians, Turner sn,ys: 'In cases of sickness, and other calamities, 
they present offerings of food to the skulls of the departed.' Moreover· 
we have the evidence furnished by conversation with the relic. Landel.'" 
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snys : 'In the pi-ivnte fetich hut of the King Adolee at Badagry, the 
slrnU of that m011arch's father is preserved in a clay vessel placed in the 
earth.' He 'gently rebukes it if his success does not happen to answer 
his expectations.' 

Fig. 12. Bowls With Ornamental Heads. 

" Similary, Catlin describes the Mandans as plti.cing the skulls of their 
dead in a circle. Each wife knows the skull of her former husband or 
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child, 'and there seldom pnsses a <lay that sne docs not visit it, with a 
(foih of the best cooked food. There is scarely nn hour in a pleasant 
day, hnt more or less of these women nrny be seen sitting or lying by 
the sku 11 of their child or husbancl, talking to it in the most pleasant and 
<indearing language that they can use (as they were wont to do in forme1: 
days) and seemingly getting an answer hack.' 

"Thus propitiation of the man jnst dead lends to propitiation of his 
preserved body or a preserved part of it; and the ghost is supposed to 
be p1·esent in the part as in the whole." 

:From the foregoing Temarks and array of facts presented hy J\fr. 
Spencer, there cnn be hut little douht that the presence of the skull in 
the earthen vessel from the New JYfadl'i<l mound is due ton belief in tho 
presence of the soul in the relics of the departed, :tll(l which seems to 
lrnve hoen a common hclicf aruoug many savage and uncivilized nations. 

In the next gro11p (Fig-. 12) arc presented a few of the most com
mon varieties of anoilwr and qnitc disti1wt clnss of howls. They nre 
p(1culiar in this: the bodies of the vessels a1·e entirely devoid of orna
mentation. I~'rom the c<lge of tho lip on one side projects n small handle: 
on tho opposite side is monldccl tlrn head of some bcu,st or bird, and quite 
oft<•n n humnn head is represented. 

The thing to be speci11lly noticed is the diversity of form in tho bends 
of the ducks. So faithfully arc the distinctive foatnres of the different 
varieties delineated, that those at itll familiar with them must believe that 
tho artist, according to the best of his skil1, conscientiously copied 
nature. The beautiful eurvo of the neck, and its union with the outliuo 
of the vessel itself, could not possibly have been accidental. 

The best which these ancient worlmwn coul<l do is so for inferior to the 
nrt of our own times, thnt it is not easy for us to n.pprcciate the <li'ffo·ulties 
they must have overcome, tlwir mn.ny fail11r<1s, the long time necC\fisnry for 
the ncquisition <~f those habits of obHervation, and the development of 
the skill of hnucl sufficic~nt to enable th om to c:x:pn1ss thcmsel ves as cred
itably as they have done in all their imitati vc work. Iu the clttss of ves
sels under consideration, exa1nples decorated with the human head und 
features are by no means rare. If the cr<~dit given them for eonseien
tious observation of natme, and skill in expression of what they baw, is 
not nu over-estimate, then we may believe that, in their delineation of the 
human fac0, they also copied nature with a sufficient degree of accuracy 
to warrant us in the idea that in their work we have nt l<!ast character
istic likenesses of themselves. In the cxitmples presented in Fig. 13, 
there is wanting that refinement of feeling and realistic portraiture which 
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are disp1ayed in the preceding representations of animnl heads; but still 
sufficient individuality to make them very interesting, and, as before re
marked, t0 impress us with the belief that they too were copied frot:n 
life. 

In the examples thus far given of the pottery of the Missouri Mound
builders, the aim has been. 
to show the leading varieties 
and mode of decoration. 
The subject is by no means 
exhausted; in fact, almost 
every mound opened discloses 
some new variety, and I have 
seen many other specimens 
of their ware entirely dif
fert=int in form-some of the ru 
are beautifully decorated -
but .which are now scattered 

Fig. 13. Bowls With Human Heads, 

among private collections, 
and therefore not avail ab le 
for illustration here. There 
is one other curious form of 

,_,.,;;. drinking vessel which should 
. - be noticed. It has elicited 

much speculation as to what 
it was intended to represent. 

Severnl of this variety have been found in the Missouri mounds, munh:i-• takably representing the siime animal, but no two alike. The general 
:figure of this" what is it" is shown in the engraving. It has four clnmsy 
legs, a thick hody, the usual drinking neck prlljecting 
from the back, and a swinish head. Sometimes they 
are made of very :fine and finely-tempered yellowish 
clay ,-the larger ones of the usual material of the dark 
gray ware, with a capacity of from one to two pints. 
The light-colored and finer ones are decornted with 
scroll-work mnde out with red and white lines. Some Fig. 14' 

of the larger ones have human faces moulded upon the sides of the 
body, midway between the legs. In some instances the head proper 
has the eyes of a human face and the snout turned up to such an 
extent as to completely obstruct the front line of vision, which, with 
its half-human. ex1Jression, make it very grotesque. If the hog were 
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indigenous to America, it wonld at once be pronounced a represen
tation of that animal. The nenrest approach to it which is native here, 
is the peccary, or Mexican hog, but that hns no tail, while on one 
example of this figure a tail was well represented; and as it would have 
been too easily broken in the natural position it was curled up on the 
hip. Some have pronounced it the hippopotamus. 1'o my own eye it 
is intensely hoggish. But whatever wns intended to be represented by 
it,-hog or hippopotnmus,-it introduces a disturbing factor into the 
question of chronology which may require some time to adjust; unless 
we can credit La Vega's statement in his Royal Commentaries of Peru, 
that the ancient Peruvians who dwelt in the mountains had hogs similar 
to 1h\lsc which the Spaniards introduced. Again, if the model after 
which these were moulded was the common hog, which was introduced 
hy the first white settlers in this region, why is it that they took no 
notice of ttny other animal or bird which the earliest settlers brought 
with tlicm, or why do we not find in companionship in the mounds some 
other h1111rn11 VC8tigia of European origin? ]'or the present; we can only 
state tho facts, with the questions which they suggest, and wait for further 
developments. 

v\Triters upon American urchroology have becn nble to :find no evidence 
that the Mound-builders knew anything about the use of the potter's 
wheel; but it is difficult to believe tlrnt some of the finest of their work 
could have heen so gracefully and symmetrically moulded by ordinary 
manipulation, nnd without some mochm1ical appliances 
and a<ljnstments, by which a uniformity of action and 
pressure would be brought to boar i.1pon the whole 
mnss. Without discussing the qnestion, however, I 
desire simply to call nttention to two discoveries, which 
at first sight may seem unimportant, but after all mny 
have some value, should they stimulate further and 
more careful observation in this direction. The first fig. 15. 

is represented in the engraving, Fig. 15, and was taken from a New 
Madrid mound by Prof. Swallow. "It is one-half of a rough bull of 
burnt clay, about 3.5 inches in diameter, and shows the impression of 
the skin and finger-marks of the hands that moulded it. '.Chis muss was 
perforated through the center, as shown in the figure giving a section of 
it."1 It had perhaps been designed to be fashioned into a vessel of some 

i Eighth Anuual Report of the Trustees of the Peabody Museum. 
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sort, bnt by some means burnt before the design was carried out. The 
perforation would suggest that it hnd been attnched to a stick or spindle 
for convenience in h:rndling. The other article is much more suggestive. 
It belongs to that class of implements usually denominnted spindle-whorls. 
They are found scattered over the whole country, at least wherever the 
principal worlrn of the Mound-builders are to be Feen. This was taken 
from a mound about eio·hteen miles from New Madrid.. When I attempted "' to wash it, I discovered that it lrnd not been hardened in the :fire, but 

Fig. 15. 

only sun-dried, as it fell into fragments under 
the action of the water. With great care, these 
were collected and glued together again. It is 
ahout 2.5 inches in diameter, and three-fourths 
of an inch in thickness at the periphery. Both 
sides nre concave. The most interesting fact about 
it is this : It has around the outer edge a rudi
mentary groove, as represented in the engraving. 
Fig. 16. I can only wish the groove had been 
deeper. But as it wns unburnt, I am led to be
lieve that the article was unfinished; and that 

had it been, it would have furnished some evidence that the maker was 
not unacquainted with the use of the pulley, oT potter's wheel. 

The necessity for condensation demands that here our consideration of 
this part of our subject should end. The variety and beauty of many of 
the objects of their :fictile skill are very suggestive, and furnish much 
material for eA"iended generalizat10n. Bnt a remark or two must suffice 
in this connection. To suppose that all this taste and feeling-this close 
observation of nature and fidelity in delineation, displayed in the pottery 
of the l\Iound-builders, found no expression in any other direction, and 
was expended upon their domestic utensils alone, is simply incredible. 
Very different must have been the homes of a people fumished with 
such tasteful articles, from those miserable huts which the 11omaclic 
Indians constructed for their habitations; and it is quite likely that in 
their dress as well as their dwellings they evinced the same ideas of taste 
and convenience which we perceive in their domestic utensils. In some· 
of their human effigies w~ do find the manner of arranging the hair dis
tinctly delineated, and we may yet discover those which shall furnish us 
with correct representations of their mode of dret:>s. Iudeed I have seen 
one vessel with figures of men rudely painted in outline upon its sides, 
·who were clad in a flowing garment, gathered by a belt around the 
waist, nnd reaching to the knees. In this connection I may mention the 
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engraved shells which have frequently been found with skeletons, both 
in Missouri and Illinois. One of the most interesting is represented 
in Fig. 17,1 which gives also the natural size. When taken from the 
mound, the shell was quite soft and brittle, and easily cut with the finger-

nail. The outer edge was much broken or worn away, as shown in the 
engraving. The design was enclosed by six circular lines, portions of 
which still remain. On one side were two perforations, designed doubtless 
for the string by which it was suspended from the neck. All similar 
shells that I have seen are so perforated. It seems quite evident from 
the picture tlrn.t it memorializes the victory of the individual represented 
as standing over an enemy who lies on his face at his feet. The victor, 

1 For the photograph of which this is an accurate copy, I am indebted to the late 
Captain Whitley. 
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it will be observed, holds in his right hand a weapon or symbol of 
authority, with which he seems to be pressing the prostrate :figure to the 
earth. Many of the accet1sories are unintelligible. ·while the whole 
work is very crude, and the :figures out of all proportion, there is here 
and there an outline which shows earnest endeavor; as the leg of the 
standing figure, for example, in which also the actinn is so well expressed 
as to sugge~t that, by an impetuous onset, he has just felled his antago
nist to the ground. The arti::;t seems to have had most difficulty with the 
eye, or rather, has made no attempt at imitating that organ. 

There is now in the museum of the St. Louis Academy of Science a 
similar shell, upon which is portrayed, in a creditable manncl', the figure 
of a spider. I have also been shown another by Dr. Richardson, from 
a mound in Illinois, almost precisely like it, and differing only in a small 
symbolic device, which is carved upon the hack of e11ch. Engrav~,d 

shells are generally found upon the breast of the skeleton, or in such 
a position as shows that they were origina11y placed there, and also 
where they were probahly worn during life. According to Mr. Piugeon, 
the spider emblem is perpetuated in the mounds far to the north. He 
<le::;cribes one which he saw in Minnesota, about sixty miles above the 
junction of the St. Peters river with the Mississippi, which covered 
near1y an acre of ground. Upon ascending its highest elevation, he 
tells us, it was very evident that the spider was intended to be repre
sented by it. I bring these facts together for the benefit of future 
observers, without speculating as to their siguificance, further than to 
venture the remark that they point to a great diffusion of one people, or 
their migration from the north, southwardly along the Mississippi valley. 
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CRANIA--DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE SKULLS OF THE MOUND-BUILDllRS AND nm INDIANS. 
-DIFFICULTIES OF TI-IE SUBJECT.-Two VARIETIES OF ORANIA IN THE SAME MOUNDS.
PRINCIPLES OF 0LASSIFICATION.-!NFLUENCE OF LOCAL 0USTOMS.-PERUVIAN SKULLS.
CHARACTERISTICS OF MISSOURI SPECIMENS, ETC.-THE TOOLS OF ANCIENT AMEIUCANS. 
-PROOFS OF A KNOWLEDGE OF IRON, 

To the common observer, the unnumbered stars which shine nightly 
in the firmament above utter no voice, and give no sign conceming their 
physical condition, their individual motions, or relative distance from 
each other. All seemingly sweep on together with undeviating regular
ity-differing only in the intensity of their light. But when the appliances 
of modern science are brought to bear upon the facts within our grasp 
concerning them, and their dim rays are gathered up by the spectroscope, 
the faint star becomes a fiery orb and the theat!'.'e of the conl:lict of for.Jes 
of prodigious power. The sun is seen to be a fiery, fluid mass, in whose 
atmosphere are ceaseless storms of flaming elements and tempestuous 
cyclones, which burst forth on every side with awful grandeur and incon
ceivable velocity. 

Alike unintelligible to a common observer, in their ethnic relations, 
would be a collection of skulls brought together from different lands, as 
throwing nny light upon the long history of the different races of man
kind. Some would appear shorter, rounder or more irregular than 
others, but the same generitl features which characterize them all-with 
the exceptions named-would be about all that would be ·specially 
noticed. But when viewed in the resultant light of all the study which 
has been bestowed upon them, and the cautious inductions of the wisest 
ethnologists, they become vocal with revelations of transcendant interest. 
We are not to suppose, however, that there are no great and decided 
variations in the crania of a particular race, for these nre as widely differ
ent as the varying expressions of the human face, and yet all the while 
presenting certain ~road distinctions and characteristics by which the 
p~rticular race to which they belong may generally be determined. 

Says Dr. Foster: " While the individual variations in the crauia of a 
particular race nre so great as to present intermediate gradations from one 
extreme to another, thus forming a connecting link between widely sepa
rated races, yet, in a large assemblage of skulls derived from a particular 
race, there is a general conformation, a predominant type; which appears 

7 
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to have been constant as far back as human records extend; to have 
been unaffected by food, climate, or personal pursuits; and which has 
been regarded among the surest guides in tracing national affinities. 
Hitherto, our knowledge of the mound-builders' crania has been exceed
ingly scant-restricte.d to less than a dozen specimens-which, if authen
tic, clearly indicate for the most part the Indian type. The results of 
my observations have led me to infer that the mound-builders' crania were 
characterized by a general conformation of parts, which clearly separated 
them from the existing races of man, and particularly from the Indians of 
North America." 

While the number of authentic skulls from the mounds has heen 
greatly multiplied since the above was written, not much has yet heon 
done in the way of classification, measurement and tabulation, so as to be 
available for serious study. But enough has been already determinccl to 
show how premature were the broad generalizations of Dr. Morton-and 
others who accepted his opinions-deduced from the few examples of the 
)rania of the mounds which he was able to add to his large collection of 
)ther types from all parts of the world. While questioning some of his 
conclusions with which he sums up the results of his long-continued 
labors, no contrary deductious can detract in the slightest degree from the 
inestimable value of hi$ labors and splendid contributions to ethnological 
science. 'While many, in view of more extended observations and di8cov
eries since his time, will withold their assent to the proposition, "tha.t 
the American nations, excepting the polar tribes, are of one race and one 
species, but of two great families, which rcscmhle each othor in physical, 
but differ in intellectual character," nll will heartily subscribe to the 
statement of Dr. Daniel Wilson that, "following in the footsteps of the 
distinguished Blumenbach, Dr. Morton has the rare merit of having 
labored with patient zeal and untiring energy, to accumulate and publish 
to the world the accurately observed data which constitute the only true 
basis of scieuce. His Oi·ania Amer·icana is a noble monument of well
directed industry; and the high estimation in which it is held, as an 110-

curate embodiment of facts, has naturally tended to give additional 
weight to his deductions." 

Nor was this great naturalist less mistaken in his opinion ns to the 
mode of burial practiced by the aborigines of the American continent. 
He tells us "that from Patagonia to Canada, and from ocean to ocean, 
anc1 equally in the civilized and uncivilized tribes, a peculiar mode of 
placing the body in sepulture has been practicecl from immemorial time. 
This peculiarity consists in the sitting posture." That this was not the 
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universal, nor even the most common mode of burial, those who have 
read the foregoing accounts of explorations in burial mounds in various 
parts of the continent, have already seen. 

He found some difficulty at :first in reconciling the peculiarities of the 
long and flattened Peruvian skulls with the round-headed type of the red 
Indian, but :finally decided. that these were only variations of the same 
type produced by artificial pressure in infancy. But the evidence is 
abundant and convincing that there was one race in Peru-probably older 
than the Inca race-with which this peculiarity was not artificial, but con
genital, and the skull of the adult retained through life the strangely 
elongated shape with which it entered the world. Dr. Wilson further 
remarks in this connection : " The comprehensive generalization of the 
.American cranial type, thus set forth on such high authority, has exer
cised an important influence on subsequent investigations relative to the 
aborigines of the New World. It has, indeed, been accepted with such 
ready faith as a scienti:fic postulate, that Agassiz, Nott, Meigs, and othei 
physiologists and naturalists adopted it without question, and have rea· 
soned from it as one of the few well-determined data of ethnological sci
ence. It has uo less effectually controlled the deductions of observall1 
travellers." 

With such examples before us, a becoming modesty should character
ize the conclusions of those laborers il'l. the same great field, who at best 
may only hope to contribute a page or two to the volume of truth which 
he has bequeathed to his followers. 

The caution with which we should proceed in every step of our inves
tigations becomes all the more imperative 01) account of the difficulties 
which meet the observer at the very threshold of his euq11fries.~ One of 
the difficulties has been already suggested,which is the sinall number of 
skulls concerning which there can be no do11bt whatever, f~at they be
longed to the race of men who erected the mounds. "While it wns the 
custom of the Indian tribes to bury their dead in the p10nnds which they 
found ready made, yet their interments may generally be easily distin
guished from those of the race of the mounds th.emselves hy the shallow
ness of the graves, which are usually near the stfrfaee.- Still, for the want 
of close observation among cranial collectors, and attention to this fact, 
much confusion has been the result. Another perplexity is caused by 
the fact that in the same burial mound are sometimes found-at least in 
Missouri-two entirely different classe·s of skulls, with distinctions al
most as strongly marked as those which pertain to the Caucasian and Ne
groid types, whose position in the mound and companionship in the 
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way of implements anc1 utensils invest neither class with any distinct
ive claim over the other, ns being the individuals for whom the memorial 
wns t•rected. But, not to specify further, it may be remarked thnt so 
great nre the perplexities caused by these disturbing elemeut5, in the 1nin<ls 
of some, that they have been led to question whether we are justified in 
assuming that we have a predominant cranial type of the Mound-building 
race, with characteristic conformations so constant as to distinguish them 
from all others, wherever found, so that they may be relied on as sure 
guides in our investigations. 

A..ssentino- as I do to the conclusions of such distinauishcd naturalists .... b' ' ~ .... as ·wilson and Foster, to the effect that we are justified in assuming that 
the crania from localities so far asunder as Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Qbio 
and Missouri, present a" similarity of type in those cmnia, apart from tho 
iiimilarity in weapons of warfare, pottery, personal ornaments and earth
works, which would indicate a homogeneous people distributed over a 
wide area," yet, to present representative specimens of the skulls w!tich 
have been collected from the mounds which are scattered over such an 
extended territory, along with the necessary descriptions, measurements 
and illustrations as would be requisite for scientific ttccuracy and induc
tion, would extend our investigations far beyond the limits of the pres
ent essay. We must content ourselves, therefore, with such ilh1st:rations 
and considerations as are more general in their character, but s11£Iicic11tly 
specific and particular, it is hoped, to make them of some scion ti tic value, 
at least in clearing the way some·what for other observers. 

For convenience in the study of ethnic relationships, crauiologists have 
recognized three distinct classes of skulls uuder which all are grouped. 
The principle upon "\vhich this classification is made, is based simply upon 
the relation ofthe breadth to the length of the skull. 'Taking the length 
of a skull to be one huncll'.ed, when the breadth is less than seventy
three to one-hundred, it is called Dolicocephalic, or long head; those 
whose propoi:tious _are from seventy-four or seventy-nine to one hundred 
are termed Orthocephalic, or regularly formed ; those skulls whose pro
portions are from.eighty to oighty-niue to one hundred are called Brachy
cephalic, or short heads. It may be remarked with reference to the 
classification of skulls, that some have been found in Europe presenting 
such phenomenal characteristics that auother class has been proposed, 
called Scephocephalic. But, as it is quite likely that the peculiar elorwa
tion of those classed under this head may have been produced by arti:fi~ial 
means, they need not be dwelt upon here. Concerning the skull known 
as the" Scioto Mound Skull", which was taken by Squire and Davis from 
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a mound in the Scioto valley, and figured and described in their great 
work, Dr. Morton says it is "perhaps the most admirably formed head 
of the American race hitherto discovered. It possesses the national 
characteristics in perfection, as seen in the elevated vertex, flattened 
occiput, great interparietal diameter, ponderous bony structure, salient 
nose, large jaws ttnd broad face." This skull was regarded by the 
discoverers as the one of all others concerning which there could be no 
doubt that it belonged to the r:we of the mounds; and other eminent 
writers have accepted the opinion of the :findere. Dr. Foster, however, 
(because of its decided Brachycephalic form doubtless), says that "any 
comparative anatomist will instantly recognize ii as of the Indian type." 1 

As far as my own observation goes, I am persuaded that those ethnol
ogists who have taken one specific form as the type, rejecting all others 
which do not closely resemble it, do not make sufficient account of the 
wide extent of territory in which they are found, the length of time 
which must have passed while the civilization of the race was beini 
developed, nor the influence of local habits and customs in modifying th 
estoological conditions of the individual members of communities isolatea 
as they must have been for a long series of years ; nor of the recognized 
fact that "individual variations in the crania of a particular race are so 
great as to present intermediate gradations all the way from one extreme 
to another, thus forming a connecting link between widely separated 
races." The burial mounds of Missouri present well-defined Brachy
cephalic specimens, often flattened in the occipitd region, as well us the 
longer and more symmetrical Orthocephalic type ; and sometimes both 
are observed in 01:ie mound. The assumption, therefore, that the one or 
the other is the exclusive typal form, cannot be maintained; nor on such 
a narrow basis can these seemingly wide divergencies in the shape of 
individual skulls be satisfactorily explained. We may safely conclude, 
therefore, that the idea that one uniform constant type prevailed during 
the centuries of the occupancy of the Mound-builders of the vast con
tinent of America, through all its fixed com1hunities, is a sweeping 
assumption which finds no support from the history of other races of 
men, nor from the facts which the mounds disclose. 

The influence of local customs, as exhibited in the different manner of 
flattening the skull by related tribes of Indians, is. a case in point. 

i It should be remembered that very many other considerations enter into the account 
in determining the class to which certain. skulls belong besides the proportion of 
breadth to length. This, however, is the first and most important, and the one which I 
shall chietly consider 
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Included under the general name of Flatheads, are at least twenty different tribes. With some, the head of the child is strapped to tl~o cradle-board until its transverse diameter is enormous, when seen m front or from behind, while the longitudinal diameter is only ab~ut half as great. In others the skull is shaped by winding a deer-~lnn. cord aro~md the head, beginning just above the ears and winding m sucl.1 a manner that a uniform pressure is brought to bear upon the skull, forcrng it upward until it assumes a tapering form, almost terminating in ti point at the vertex. In others again, the pressure is so applied as to JH'CHS back the frontal bone to such a degree that the forehead is almost entirely obliterated. Concerning the origin of these diverse customs a.mo11g affiliated tribes we need not stop to enquire. They aro suilicient to 
prove that peculiar practice:;, n.lfod.ing 
the shape of the skull in contrary ways, 
do originate in communities dwelling 
near each other, and arc pcrsi:;tc<l in, 
notwithstanding their constant fmnili
arity with the different customs 0 r t.hnir 
neighbors. It is not surprising then, 
we repeat, that mounds a thousand 
miles from each other, or the HHnw 
mounds even, should diseloso crn.n ial 
forms presenting dbtinct mid contrnst
ing clmractcristics. 

Fig.I. FrontViewofSkullfromBayouSt.JohnMound. The skull represented in Fig. 1, it will be observed, is very globula.r in shape, with transverse diameter almost equalling the longitrnlinn.l, as will be apparent by comparing the front with the sitle view which is ;represented in the next engraving, Fig. 2. From tho 5llpcrcilliary ridges, which are prominent, the line of the forehcatl ascomls a.1 most vertically to a great height, and then sweeps in a well-roumlod cnrvo to the apex, from ·whence it suddenly slopes off in an almost strnight liuo to the occipital protuberance. The squamosal suture is oxceptioonlly straight. The chief point to be noticed in the shape of this skull, iH the evidence of artificial flattening seen in the a1most straight lino from tho occipital protuberance to the top of the skull. ·with few exceptions, all the crania from the Missouri mounds which I have seen aro more or less :flattened in the occipital regions. Sometimes the pressure seems to have been applied to the right, or to the left of the occipital protuberance, and occasionally directly to the back of the head, and so low down that 
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the line of the skull from the foramen magnum to the apex of the lumb
doidal suture is almost vertical. And yet I cannot believe that this. 
artificial conformation was designed. The absence of any sort of 
uniforrnity in the extent to which it was carried, as well as ttrn indis
criminate application of the pressure to any part of the occipitul ngions, 
would suggest that it resulted solely from the method of treating the 
infant during the first year or two of its existence. The custom of the· 
North American Indian nomads, of strapping the infant to a board or 
basket, for convenience in carrying, and from which it was removed but 
seldom until it was at least one year old, need hardly be mcntione<l. 
There is evidence that certain semi-civilized nations so treated their 
children as to produce an abnormal shape of their skulls. One referenc& 
must suffice for illustration. Garcel-
lt1sso de la Vega 1 in speaking of the 
manner in which the Peruvian in
fants were reared, tells us that all 
classes, rich and poor, "bred up their 
children with the least tenderness 
and delicacy that was possible ; for 
as soon as the infant was born they 
washed it in cold water. Their arms 
they kept swathed and bonrn1 down 
for three months, upon supposition 
that to loose them sooner would 
weaken them; they kept them always 
in their cradle, which was a pitiful 

Fig, 2. Side View. 

kind of n frame, set on four legs, one of which was shorter than the rest, 
for convenience in r0Cking; the bed was made of a sort of coarse knit
ting which was something more soft than the bare boards, and with a 
string of this knitting they bound up the child on one side and the other 
to keep it from falling out. When they gave them suck they never took 
them into their lap or arms, for if they had used them in that man
ner, they believed they would never leave crying, and would always 
expect to be in arms, and not lie quiet in their cradles; and, therefore, 
the mother would lean over the chil<l, and reach it the breast, which they 
did three times a day, that is, morning, noon and night, and unless it 
were at these times, they never gave it suck." He tells us in the previ
ous chapter that they were not weaned until they were two years of 

i Royal Commentaries of Peru, Chap. 12. 
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· age. Some of the Peruvian skulls present a flattened ~cciput so. similar to those of the mounds that it is highly probable this formation was produced by the same means, that is by fastening the infant to the cr:t~lle either upon its back, or with the head turned more or less to the one side or the other, in which position it remained until the head hc?:1:1rn flattened in the region of its contact with the hard bed, thereby recc1vmg 
a form which it ever afterwards retained. 

The skull represented in Fig. 3, when -viewed from the front, shows much the same globular form of the brain-case as the preceding ones (Figs. 1 and 2). The -vertical -view, however, is -very different. 'l'he flattened portion is more lateral, the pressure having been brought to 
bear upon the right side of the occiput. 

Fig. 3 

These decidedly Brachycephalic sku1ls are -very far from conforming to the Mound-builders' type for which Dr. Foster contends. 'l'hoso represented in his work, taken from mounds in Illinois and Iudinna, and undoubtedly authentic, are Orthocephalic or regularly formed. Nor do they present this abnormal deformity of the occiput which clinractorizes the large majority of those from Missouri. I regret that circumsta.nces forbid the reproduction here of the many cranial forms which arc' necessary to properly illustrate this part of onr subject. But as those figured above, according to the Doctor's viewil, should be reg11rdeu us belonging to the Indian type, I transcribe what he says concerning their peculiarities of form : "The Indi:m possesses a conformation of skull which clearly separates him from the pre-historic Monud-builder, 
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and such a conformation must give rise to different mental traits. His brain, as compared with the European, according to George Combe, differs widely in the proportions of the different parts. The anterior lobe is small, the middle lobe. is large~ and the central convolutions on the anterior foibe and upper surface are small. The brain-case is boxlike, with the corners rounded off; the occiput extends up vertically ; the frontal ridge is prominent; the cerehral vault is pyramidal; the iuterparietal diameter is great; the supercilliary ridges and zygoxn.atic arches sweep out beyond the general line of the skull; the orbits are quadrangular; the forehead is low; the cheek-bones high ; and the jaws prognathous. His character, since :first known to the white man, has been signalized by treachery and cruelty." ''He was never known voluntarily to engage in an enterprise requiring methodical labor; he dwells in temporary and movable habitations ; he follows the game in their migrations ; he imposes the drudgery of life upon his squaw; he takes no heed for the future. To suppose tht1t such a race threw up the strong lines of circumvallation and the symmetdcal mounds which crown so many of our river-terraces, is as preposterous, almost, as to suppose that they built the pyramids of Egypt." 

Jn the examples I have given, many of the above traits of the Indian skull are wanting. The anterior lobe is not small; the brain-case is not box-:like, nor is the cerebral vault pyramidal ; the forehead cannot be said to be low, nor are the orbits quadrangular, or the jaws prognathous. Still, in son:ie other particulars there is a striking conformity to the Indian portraiture. For example, the supercilli11ry ridges and zygomatic arches in the second example "sweep out beyond the genera.I line of the skull." They are decidedly of the short-bend type, aud were it not for the derangement of .the general outline by artificial means in infancy I imagine they would correspond in a striking manner to the Scioto Mound skull, which Foster believes to belong to the red race. The occipital and lateral depression shown in the vertical view, Fig. 3, is by no means confined to the skulls of the Missouri mounds, but is found in Peru. If the reader will consult Morton's Orania .Americana, Plates Band C, he will find skulls with the identical characteristics of the one at Fig. 3. They occur iu the mounds of the upper Mississippi region, and in Tennessee .. In Harper's Magazine of December, 1876, is a valuable archreologicnl article hy Dr. Jones, in which I :find the engraving of a skull whose resemblnnce to Fig. 3 is so striking that I reproduce them both side by side. The thing to be noticed is the general outline in which. the similar deflression is shown. In the Tennessee skull-assuming that 
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the same point of view is taken in both-the zygomatic arches are 
scarcely seen, while in that from Missouri they bulge out far beyond 
the general outline. 

W~hile, as before remarked, the majority of the skulls found in the 
Missouri mounds possess the characteristics shown in the examples here 
.given; some which occur more rarely are so strikingly differ~nt that t~ey 
can not by any reasonable theory be classed with them. Wl:1le explormg 
a mound in southeast Missouri, before referred to as havmg been the 
burial-phce of many hundreds, two skeletons were found lying beside 
each other, so decayed tlHlt the bones could scarcely be hnndled at all 
without crumbling to pieces. The skulls were entire when passed up to 
me from the excavation. They were so peculiar that I wus filled with 

Fii. 4. Skull from Mound in Southeast Missouri. 

astonishment the moment I saw them. One crumbled to dust in a few 
moments after its exposure to the air, and fell from my hands, along with 
the earth with which it was £.lled, like all others, which are-as well ns 
bowls and small-necked water-jugs-always densely packed with the loam 
which covers them. I proceeded to a more careful examination, as I 
suspected an intrusive burial. "With much pninstaking I was able to pre
serve the upper portion of the second skull, which was a duplicate of the 
one destroyed. The outline of this fragment is. well represented in the 
.engraving. Both skeletons were lying upon the back, with the head 
toward the center of the mound, with the usual drinking vessels close to 
the head, and a food-vessel in the angle of the folded arm upon the 
breast. It will be seen at a glance that the forehead is annihilated ; the 
frontal sinus is quite promimnt, which, along with the almost horizontal 



CRAN IA. 107 

line of the frontal bone, makes this part of the skull resemble thfLt of a 
beast more than a human head ; and yet I am quite sure that its forrn 
was perfectly natural, for I could detect no indication of an artificiH.l de
pression in any part of it. The frontal bone was curved backward, on ench 
side of the occiput, and from the foramen magnum, or from the bottom of 
the brain-case to the apex, was one grnceful curve. It might be suggested 
-as has been done in the case of the Neanderthal skull-that these wore 
the skulls of idiots. But whoever t.hey were, they were buried with 
tender care, and in the belief 
that they would enjoy an
other life beyond the grave 
in companionship with the 
many hundreds of others 
who were provid~d with the 
necessary food and drink to 
sustain them during their 
long journey. As so large Fig, 5, 

a portion of the skull is wanting, it is perhaps useless to generalize upon 
so small a fragment. 1 Still I can but record my own strong conviction 
that we have here no idiotic anomaly, but characteristic examples of u 
race of men entirely distinct from those who piled up the mounds in 
southeast Missouri. Much evidence is gathered from widely separated 
localities up011 the American continent, which suggests more thn11 tho 
probability that it was once inhabited by a race of men whose origin 
must ever be hi<l in the night of oblivion, and the date of whose occu
pancy may not be far from that of the Paleolithic races of Europe. 

The same configuration has been found in the bone caves of BrnziJ, 
and in companionship with extinct animals. De. Lund thinks thoy woro 
contemporaneous. In some which .he describes, the peculiarities w h ieh 
charactel'ize them are "in excessive degree, even to the entire disappe1Lranco 
of the forehend." The saine form appears in the sculptures on the uwst 
ancient monuments of Mexico, as also in the bus-reliefs of Uxrnal mul 
Copan, in Central America. "Humboldt and Bonpland," says lJ'ostor, 
"were the first to draw attention to this remarkable configuratio11 of 
skull. The former, as far back as 1808, thus stated: "This extr:wr<lin:u•y 
flatness is found among nations to whom the means of producing arti
ficial deformity are totally unknown, as is proved by the crania of M:ox-

1 For the distinguishing traits of idiotic skulls, consult Humphrey's Treatise 011 the Human Skeleton, p. 233. 
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icau Indians, Peruvians, and Atures." Pentland, Cuvier, Gall and 
Tiedeman believed this strange cranial form to be congenital. Rogers 
and Tschudi both were convinced of the former existence of an Autoch
thonous race in Peru with this peculiarity of skull, and " stnte that it is 
seen in the fretus of Peruvian mummies." Dr. Lapham has observed 
what seems to be the same type, in Wisconsin. In a private note to Dr. 
Foster he says, concerning two skulls found at Wauwatasa: "The pe
culiar characteristics indicating a low grade of humanity, common· to 
ooth, are a low forehead, prominent superciliary ridges, the zygomatic 
arches swelling out beyond the walls of the skull, and espocinlly the 
prominence of the occipital ridge. The anterior portion of these skulls, 
besides being low, are much narrowed, giving the outline, as seen from 
above, of an ovate form. It seems q11ite probttble that men with skulls 
of this low grade were the most ancient upon this continent, that they 
were the 'first to hettp up those curiously-shaped mounds of Ntrth which 
now so much puzzle the antiquary; that they were gradually suporceded 
and crowded out by a superior race, who, adopting many of their cus
toms, continued to build mounds and bury their dead in mounds already 
built. Hence we :find Mound-builders' skulls with this ancient form, 
associated with others of ~ore modern type. The discovery of these 
skulls, with characteristics so much like those of the most ancient of the 
pre-historic types of Europe, would seem to indicate thiit if America 
was peopled by emigration from the Old World, that evept must have 
taken place at a very early time-far back of any of which we hqve any 
record." The occurrence of skulls with this unique and congenital con
figuration, in both continents of America, from Wisconsin to Peru, 
and many of them associated with those ancient structures whose authors 
are unknown to history or tradition, are facts not to lie overlooked or 
lightly considered in tracing the ethnic distinctions ot' the pre-historic 
inhabitants of the, so-called, New World. They are certainly very 
suggestive, and invite the serious study of future ob8ervers. 

There are certain facts which have been noted from time to time, 
which fit into none of the popular theories concerning the state of the 
arts of the Mound-builders. It has been stated, and often repeat<.>d, that 
they had no knowledge of smelting or casting metals, yet' the recent 
discoveries in Wisconsin of implements of copper cast in molds-as well 
as the molds themselves, of various patterns, and wrought with much skill 
-prove that the age of metallurgical arts had dawned in thttt reo-ion at 
least. ,. 0 
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And again: what shall be said concerning the traces of iron imple
tents which have been discovered from time to time in the mounds, but 
wre frequently at great depths below the surface of the soil. Though 
~counts of such discoveries are generally from reliable sources, they 
we latterly received 110 attention, and always have been considered as 
> much perilous ware which 110 one cared to handle. The peculiar 
rate form of skull with the retreating forehead, as has just been shown, 
)ints to the presence, in remote times, of a race of men entirely dif
rent from thnt to which the authors of many of the earthworks of the 
'.ississippi valley belonged. This form has been traced to Mexico and 
ern~ When the Spanish conquerors pillaged those countries and laid 
aste their beautiful cities, tliey observed vast structures and ancient 
mplcs built of hewn stone, with cousummate skill. V\-'hen they ques
)ued the Aztec and Inca races concerning their origin they could give 
> answer but this: they were here when our fathers came; they belonged 
a people of whose history we know nothing. The Incas coi)ied these 

1cient models in the great structures which they erected. But with 
liat tools did they perform such wonders-were they of copper only? 
> we are told; or copper nlloyed with tin. It is said they had some 
c1·et method of making it hard as iron, but none of the copper tools 
lich have been found con:firm the statement. Mountains of stone were 
:-ought into dwellings and temples of the gods; huge walls were cut 
nn the solid rocks; the mountains themselves divided into galleries 
d fortifications rising one above the other, connected here and there 
· artificial breastworks, but generally cut out of the strata of the 
)Untain and left standing, one solid mass of stone. Common dwell
;s built of enormous slabs of stone seven feet wide nnd twelve feet 
ig are met with. Porphyry, basnlt and marble yielded alike to their 
1gic touch, like clay in the hands of the potter. Vitreous obsidian 
1s utilized by the excellence of their tools and the delicacy of their 
mipulation. Plates and. cylinders of exquisite thinness they made of 
:s fragile substance for ornaments for their women. 
The dexterity of these ancient lapidaries in cutting the hardest stone 
amazing. And it is difficult to conceive how, without cutting imple~ 
mts equal, at least, to our own in hardness, such delicate and such stu
ndous works could have been executed. Aud to the question whether 
iy possessed a knowledge of working iron, the wise man will hesitate 
tg before he answers in the negative. It should be remembered, too, 
w quickly-unless under most favoring conditions-iron corrodes to 
st and leaves scarcely a trace behind. The piles of the Swiss lake-
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dwellings, the cedar posts of the mounds, mar.. endure for nges, while 
iron-so hard, and more precious than golJ in the aclvtwcernent of the 
world's civilization,-speedily melts away before the gentle dews and air 

of heaven. 
The iJea that there once exist1,3d on this continent a race anterior to, 

and entirely distinct from, that which immediately preceded the red men, 
is no new and fanciful conjecture, but one which was hchl by tho earliest 
and most cautious observers of the antiquities of America; and we may 
yet be forced to adopt their conclusions, not _only upon this ~>oint, l>ut 
also their opinions as to the state of the arts m those remote tunes. 

According to Morse, the geographer: "In digging a well in Cincin
nati, the stump of a tree was found in a sound state, 11incty feet below 
the surface; and in digging another well, at the same place, another 
stump was found at ninety-four feet below the surface, which had ovident 
marks of the axe; and on its top there appeared us if :oomo iron tool 
had been ~onsumed by rust." 

Says Priest: "We have examined the blade of a sword found in Phil
adelphia, now at Peale's Museum, in New York, which was taken out 
of the ground something more than sixty feet below the surface. ~l'ho 
blade is about twenty inches in length, is sharp on one edge, with a 
thick back, a little turned up at the point, with a shank drawn ont three 
or four inches long, which was doubtless inserted in the handl<~, nud 
clinched at the end." 

"Twelve miles west of Chillicothe, on Paint Creek, arc found the 
remains of a furnace, ten or twelve feet square, foi"med of rough stones, 
surrounded by cinders, among trees of full size. There am, 11t this 
place, seven wells situated within the c·ompass of an acre of land, reg
ularly walled up with hewn i;tone, but are now nearly filled up with tbe 
accumulating earth of ages. Eight miles further up the creek, a small 
bar of gold was taken out of a mound, which sold in Chillicothe for 
twelve dollars. A piece of cast iron, we are further told, was taken 
from a circular embankment in Circleville." 

From the distinguished antiquary, Mr. Atwater, who was present 
when a large mound near Circleville was removed, we learn that in addi
tion to the skeletons it contained, along with stone implements, was 
found" the handle, either of a small sword or large knife, made of elk's 
horn; around the end, where the blade had been inserted, was a forrule 
of silver, which, though black, was not much injured by time ; though 
~he handle showed the hole where the blade had been inserted, yet no' 
iron was found, but an oxide, or rust, remained, of similar shape and 
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;ize." WiLh another skeleton, in the same mound, was found a large 
>late of mica, three feet in length by one ancl one-half in width, and one 
nch and a half in thickness. On this was a plate of iron thoroughly 
>xydized, which crumbled to dust when disturbed by the spade, but 
·esembled a plate of cast iron. This was doubtless a mirror. Both 
wdies had been burned, and mingled with the bones and implements 
vere quantities of charcoal and ashes. The same author thinks that 
ome of the supposed iron knives which have been discovered in the 
1101111dti may have been steel instead. The "huge iron weapon" found 
11 the band of the skeleton in the Utah mound before described, which 
rurnblcd to dust on exposure to the air, will be remembered. But here 
llllHJt desist from further consideration of the question-for the present 

t least-as to the extent of the knowledge and uses of iron among the 
ncient Americans, as I am not aware of any relics of this metal having 
een found among the antiquities of Missouri, save those made of native 
re. But, as simi Jar notices of its occurrence in the mounds and on 
ncient levels, far below the present surface of the alluvial plains, are 
bundant in all the current antiquarian literature of the last half century, 
felt thnt the subject was too impor,tnnt to be passed over in silence, 

specially as I had reason to suspect that those remote dwellers upon 
1is continent, whose peculiar form of skull hns been noticed by Hum
olclt, Foster, Lapham und many others, and lastly by myself in Missouri, 
·ere not uiiacquainted with the uses of iron and other metallurgical arts. 
'hat these were the opinions of that distinguished scholur and states
tan, 'William Wirt, the following quotation from his writings will show . 
.fter speaking of the various relics of vanished races, among which he 
tentions "iron and copper, buried in a soil which must have been nndis
irbed for ages," he proceeds to say: "The mighty remains of the past, 
, which we have alluded, indicate the existence of three distinct races 
: men, previous to the arrival of the existing white settlers. The 
.onuments of the first or primitive race, are regular stone walls, wells 
onecl up, brick hearths found in digging the Louisville canal, nineteen 
et below tbe surface, with the coals of the last domestic fire upon them, 
edals of copper and silver, swords and other implements of iron. Mr. 
lint assures us that he has seen these strange ancient swordti. He has 
so examined a small iron shoe, like a horse-shoe, encrusted with the rust 
·ages, and found far below the soil, and the copper axe, weighing about 
ro pounds, singularly tempered and of peculiar construction." The 
cond race,., he thinks, were the authors of the mounds, who, in time, 
~re succeeded by the Indians. 
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A few weeks since I received, in a private letter from Prof. Tice, the 
distino-uished meteoroloo-ist, an interesting account of the discovery, in 

0 0 

one of the interior counties in Illinois, of the corroded remains of some 
sort of cutting implement of iron or steel. As I have not his communi
cation at hand at this moment, I cannot give the details ; but as I recall 
the statement, it was found several feet below the surface, in a gravelly 
river bank which had been washed away by the floods .and thus exposed, 
and under such circumstances as to convince intelligent observers who 
saw it, and the bed from whence it was taken, that it was of great 
antiquity. What shall we say to these numberless and constantly 
recurring notices of the discovery of traces of iron? The journey of 
De Soto across the continent has been made to do good service in 
explaining the presence in the mounds of metal implements, as well as 
the immense defensive structures in some of the Southern States, which 
were thought to be beyond the skill of the ancient inhabitants. A topo
graphical representation of all of the. supposed routes of his journeyings 
would resemble a western railway chart. Had De Soto lived till now, 
and traveled incessantly, like the Wandering Jew, he could not have 
accomplished all that has been placed to his credit. Again, the bold 
Norsemen, under Eric the Red, anc.1 other adventurers on the ocean, 
whose ships, by adverse winds or favoring gales, were driyen to these 
far off shores,-colonies of Welsh, Malayans-and the lost ten tribes of 
Israel-all have been marshaled by different authors in the interest of 
their particular theories, and made to do duty in explaining the inexpli
cable problems of our antiquities. In regard to the question thus touched 
upon, as well as many others equally perplexing, is it not better to sift 
and garner the grains of truth we have, and with childlike receptivity 
wait for greater light? 
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CONCLUDING 0BSERVATIONS.-THE ORIGIN" OF THE PRE-HISTORIC RACES OF AMERICA.
THEORY OF SPONTANEOUS GKNERATION.-THE LAW GOVERNING THEIR MIGltATIONS.
SUCCESSIVE MOVEME!i:TS OF THE NAHUA RACE.-THE AZTECS THE L.i.s·r COLONY OF 
THAT PEOPLE.-0PJNIONS OF BARON HUMBOLDT.-OUR 'owN COUNTRY PROBABLY THE 
ORIGINAL Ho!lrn OF THE AZTEC CIVILIZATION.-THE INDIA.N RACES OF ASIATIC ORI
GIN.-FACILITIES OF IMMIGRATION via. BEHRING'S STRAITS.-.A. PERSONAL WORD.-DRY 
BONES CLOTHED. 

A proper completion of 0ur investigations demands a brief notice· ot 
the current opinions which relate to the origin, migrations and the ulti
mate fate of the rac~ whose relics and monuments have been considered 
in the preceding pages. By whatever theory we may be pleased to 
adopt as to the manner in which was first peopled, we are carried back 
irresistably to times so remote that we rise from our study of this sub
ject with the conviction that the origin of the first inhabitants of 
this continent must ever remain hidden in the darkness of oblivion. 

None of the many theories, some of which seemed quite probable at 
first view, have withstood the test of later investigations. One nation 
after another-European or Asiatic-has been put forward, as entitled to 
the honor of having been first in the :field with its peopling or civilizing 
colonies; prior to whose coming, it wus assumed, this continent must 
have been a desolate waste, without inhabitants, or, in the latter case; at 
best, the.home of wikl and barbarous tribes. Another theory, which is 
maintained by a few distinguished writers, is based upon the hypothesis 
of spontaneous generation; the natural sequence of which is that the abo
riginal inhabitants of America were Autochthons; 1 or in other words, that 
man-in common with the plants and lower orders of animals-made his 
appearance on the earth spontaneously, when, in the fullness of time, it 
had reached that condition which presented all those favoring and con
current circumstances which made his appearance a natural necessity. 

The spontaneous generation hypothesis is still so far from being verified, 
that the question of an autochthonous population need not be discussed; 

i Humboldt suggestively asks, " Did the nations of the Mexican race, in their migra
tions to the south, send colonies towards the east, or do the monuments of the United 
States pertain to the Autochthone nations? Perhaps we must admit in North America, 
as in the ancient world. the simultaneous existence of several centers of civilization, of 
which the mutual relatiom1 are not known in history." Persons.I Narrative, Vol. VI., p. 
822. 

8 
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inasmuch, also, as what we have to consider farther, relates to the ancient people of Missouri; who, whatever may have been their.origir~, wer~ so far removed in time from the parent stock, and changed rn their physical and social condition by their evident subsequent commingling with the . Indian tribes, that they furnish us with few, if any, facts which can be relied on as sure guides in conducting us to the origin of their 11ational life, We must take them, therefore, as we find them, and in the light of such facts as we have been able to gather, and, applying also the mysterious, yet well-established law which seems ever to have controlled the migratory movements of the various nations of both hemispheres, deduce such conclusions as we may be justified in doing concerning their own migra
tions and their ultimate fate. 

The student of ancient history will observe that the migrations of rude and semi-civilized nations have generally, if not always, been from north to south. The exceptions to this, which are exceedingly nu·e in proportion to the vast number of known movements of trihes and peoples in this direction, it is believed may readily be accounted for by some local and temporary cause-as stress of war, for example-which turned them for a time from their normal course. The constancy of the operation of this law-the causes of which are yet the subject of much learned speculation-I shall assume without stopping to illustrate it by quoting the numerous examples with which· the pages of history abound, fol'ther than to give the opinion of one distinguished naturalist in its support. Says Von Hellwald,1 "If we seek, however, to establish for historical events a basis in geographic.al relations-that is to suy, if we carefully compare them together, analyzing the former and iuveotigatiug their possible causes, studying the latter and deducing as far as possible the resulting consequences-we shall :find that certain generally valid laws, which resolve in the simplest manner many au unexplained riddle, are ernlved from such a study through the remarkable correspondeuce ot facts. Thus, in reference to the migrations of mankind, it seems to result from the geographical stmcture of the continent that, as by virtue of an ltistorical law we are not to look for men of comprehensive and deeply penetrnting intellect in Lapland or Multa, in Bosnia or Asturias ; so, confurmably with a strict geognipltical law, tlte direction of tlte mig1·a
tory stream will be found always to lie in tlte axis of tlte g1·eatest longit·ud-i-

1 The American Migration, by Frederic Von Hellwald-an admirable essay. Some oi his facts and dates I have adopted. . Smithsonian Report, 1866. 
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nal extension of the continent. In fact, 110 example from history informs 
us that the Tchapogires, Tunguses, Jakoots or people from the banks of 
the Amour, have ever descended into the Deccan or Malii.cca; that the 
Ethiopians have ever migrnted into Sennegambia, or the Finns into 
Greece. .As a new. proof how much nations and men depend on geo
graphical circumstances, and even when they believe themselves guided 
by their own will, merely obey a great uatural law, the fact is of much 
Rignificance that the American tribes form no exception to this general 
rule; for here, also, the procession of the migratory races is in the longer 
axis of the continent, namely, from north to south. ' 

"That America, as well as Europe and Asia, was already inhabited 
before this great migration, mid in many parts possessed of un ancient 
civilization, admits of no doubt. Occasional trnditions of those early 
periods of culture have penetrated to us, and I cannot forbear soliciting 
the attention of the learned world to this legendary cycle of America, 
which is certainly worthy in. many respects of a critical scrutiny; for to 
judge from so much as is yet known, the iuquiry c:muot but yield inter
esting and valuable disclosures respecting the cosmogonic views of the 
American uborigines and the general teudeucv of their ideas; perhnps 
endow even the historinn here and there with a fact of value. But to 
determine, from our present knowledge of the mystical ·traditions of. 
these races, which of' the tribes in America may have been the oldest, 
seems to me as impossible as superfluous. 

"Upon this soil multitudes of nations have moved andhave sunkinto 
the night of oblivion, without leaving a trace of their existence; without 
a memorial, through which we might ha.ve at least learned their names. 
Those nations only, which by tradition, written records, monuments, 
or whatever other means, first guaranteed the remembrance of their own 
existence, belong to the do1nuiu of history; and history which, to be true, 
accepts nothing but what is actually known, points to those as the primi
tive races which fir::it transmitted a knowledge of themselves; time 
begins for us when the chronology of such nations takes its rise. But 
nil these so-called aborigillies might be only the remainder of previously
existing races, of whom, again, we know not whether they were indeed 
the first occupants of the lan.d. In truth we meet in America, at more 
than one point, with traces of a rich civilization, proceeding demonstra
tively from much earlier epochs than the tribal migration itself; as, for 
example, in upper Peru, the gorgeous structures of the Aymaras, near 
Tiahuanco, on the beautiful shores of Lake Titicaca; the mysterious 
monuments of Central America, between Chiapas au<lYucatan, of which 
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, the buildings of Palenque constitute the most celebrated representative ; 
the earth and stone works of a people distinct from the above, on the 
banks of the Mississippi and the Ohio." 

In speaking of the migratory movements of the American tribes, it 
must be remembered that several distinct expeditions of the same people, 
at times more or less remote from each other, are often spoken of as one 
migration; for example, the race which bore the name of Nahuatlacas, 
wits composed of seven tribes; namely, the Xochimilcos, Chalcas, Te
panica8, Tlahuicas, Colhuas, Tlaxcaltecas and Aztecs. All these tribes 
spoke the same language, and, issuing from the same region far to the 
north, appeared in Mexico at successive periods, followiug euch other. in 
the order nnmed. The Aztecs, renowned in the history of the Conquest, 
were the last to arrive. Borne ti.me prior to the commencement of the 
Christian era-many think not less than a thousand years must be 
assumed-the mysterious Nahoas, or Nahuas, appear in Mexico: Con
cerning their origin little is known, and none have been able to penetrate 
the clouds of obscurity which envelop their history. This much, however, 
is established, namely, that all the Toltec and the later Aztec, or more 
properly Nahuatl tribes, were only branches of the great Nahua family, 
and all spoke dialects of this ancestral race. This is a most important 
and significant fact, as a.:ffiuities of language are considered among the 
most certain guides in ethnological investigations. But little more is 
know11 concerning the original Nnhuas than to suggeo;t the probability 
that they were the authors of some of the stone 8tructures in Northern 
Mexico, and the builders of tt few, and those the most ancient, mounds 
of the Mississippi Valley. With the advent of the Toltec domination in 
the country previously occupied by their Nahuatl.1 ancestors, the thick 
darkness begins to be dissipated, and the dawn of ancient A.merican 
history is ushered in. 

The learned and uble interpreter of the monuments and hieroglyphic 
annals of ancient Mexico, the Abbe Brasseur de Bourbourg, regards 955 
years before Christ as the earliest reliable date which can be established 
in the Nahuatl language. Although the Toltec tribes did not make their 
appearance on the scene simultaneously, but at different times, and pos
sibly by different routes, as was the case with the Aztecs who succeeded 
them, their active occupancy began in the seventh century of 9ur era, or, 
to speak more accurately, in the year 648. Clavigero, however, who is 
alone in his opinion among early writers, :fixes the date at 596. This 

1 Pronounced "Know-all"; and according to de Bourbourg, it has the same meanmg. 
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people, after the lapse of about four hundred years, having heen almost 
destroyed by famine, pestilence and civil wars, were succeeded by a more 
barbarous, though neighboring tribe, known as Chichirnecs, who also 
have been supposed by some to have belonged to the same Nahua family, 
but whose peculiar language is now considered as convincing proof that 
they were from a separate and distinct stock, although they had been 
more or less influenced by association with their Toltec neighbors, and 
had adopted some of their arts and customs. Of course it should be 
remembered that the large territory of Mexico was occupied conjointly by 
many other pre-Toltec tribes besides the Nahuas, but whose languages 
were so radically different, so entirely wanting in linguistic affinities with 
the Nahuatl tongues,-umong which may be mentioned the Almecs and 
the Otomi, whose speech was monosyllabic,-that they must be regarded 
as more ancient than the Nt~huas even. But the reign of the Chichimccs 
was short. A tribe of immigrants, known as the Acolhuas, took up their 
re::;idence with the Chichimecs, and the union resulted in the kingdom of 
Acolhuan. 'l'his kingdom was scarcely established when the great and 
last migrations we have to notice took place. The seven Nahuatla 
(:as tribes, as before noticed, arrived upon the scene, the Aztecs bringin: 
up the re!l.r, after a longer interval th::rn the others. This celebmteu 
people, who, in the year 1090, had left their home in the mysterious 
Aztlan, after various wanderings and delays in their southward journey, 
finally reached the table-lands of Mexico somewhere between the years 
1186 and 1194, and took possession of the cities which the Ohichimees 
in turn abandoned, following in the path of the Toltecs, who had fled 
from these same seats less than two hundred years before. Adopting 
m1d improving upon the civilization of their predecessors, the Aztecs 
founded that kingdom whose magnificence and power filled the Conquer
ors with wonder. They displayed a bravery and heroic devotion in the 
defense of their rulers and their native land which awakens our liveliest 
sympathies, and the admiration of the civilized world; and their final 
and pitiless destruction has left a dark stain upon the character of tlieit· 
de::itroyers, which no excuses in the interests of religious zeal can 
diminish, nor the glory of their daring deeds efface I 

In the preceding and incomplete outline sketch of the leading branches 
of the Nahua family, with some account of their migrations, I have called 
attention to those facts only which seemed necessary to a more explicit 
statement of what has been incidentally assumed throughout these 
investigations. 

From my point, of view then, no theory is admissible which does not 
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contemplate the migrations of the various tr~hes wh~ch nppca:·cd nt dif
ferent times upon the table lunds of Mexico, durn~~ 11 pcrrnd of two 
thousand years or more, as the movements of the d1flcrc.ut ?rn.nehes of 
the one Nahua race whose ancient seats must be sought for rn the great . ' 
alluvial plains of the Mississippi valley. Their prcci:-;e location may 
never be discovered; it is, however, quite probable tlrnt the unknown 
A.ztlan, the Huehuetlapalan of the Aztecl:l (who, ns has been shown, 
were the last to leave their primitive home), may yet bo identified. At 
the commencement of my study of the antiquities of America, I ncccpted 
without question the views of distinguished early writers upon this 
subject, which I have since found no nmson to l'C'jcct during all rny 
subsequent inquiries. And had I nt any time been disposed to cmlmice 
opposite conclusions, I should have felt great diflidencc in suggPsting 
them, which to me would savor of presumption, thus to pince myself in 
opposition to the mature convictions of the great men who have devoted 
years of patient labor in this direction, of whoso nmucs I 1we<1 men
tion but one. Among the learned in all lands, the opinions of Hnm l>oldt, 
upon any subject which engag11d the attention of hi8 poworfn l intellect, 
comm:md the most respectful consideration. Tho riu·o opportimities 
which he enjoyed, during his extended travels and prolonged stay on this 
contiuent, at a period, too, when many of the antiquities were in a lrnttcr 
state of preservation and therefore much more intolligil>lo nnd i mitmctivo 
than now, give great weight to his conclusions conccming tho ancicmt 
races of America. In speaking of. the races 1.rndor considerntion, ho 
snys: "The very civilizet1 nations of New Spain, tho 'l'oh<los, 1ho 
Chichimecs, and the Aztecs, pretended to have issued snecc,;sivoly, from 
the sixth to. the twelfth century, from three neigh hori11g countries Hitna
ted toward the north, and called Huehuetlupnian or 'l'lepallau, Ama
quemacan, and Aztlan or Teo-Alcolhuacan. 'l'hese nations Rpoke the 
same language, they had the sa1iie cosmogonic fables, t.he s1mrn t1ropcnsity 
for sacerdotal congregations, the same hieroglyphic paintings, the same 
divisions of time, the snme taste for noting nn<l registering everything. 
The name::-: given by them to the towns built in the country of .Arntlnwc 
were .t~~se _of the towns ~hey had abandoned in their ancient country. 
The civ1hzat1011 on the Mexican table-land was regarded hy the inhabit
ants themselves as the copy of something which had existed elsewhere, 
as the reflection of the primitive civilization of Aztlan. Where, it may 
be asked, must be placed that parent land of the colonies of Anahuac 
that ojficina gentium, which, during :five centuries, sends nations toward 
the south, who under;;taud each other without difficulty, and recognize 
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each other for relations? Asia, north of Amour, where it is nearest 

America, is a barbarous country; and, in supposing (which is geograph

ically possible) a migration of southern Asia~ics by Japan, Tarakay 

(Tchoka), the Kurile and the Aleutian isles, from southwest tow:rnl 

the northeast (from 40 to 55 deg. of latitude), how can it he believed 

that in so long a migration, on a way so easily intercepted, the remem

brance of the institutions of the parent country could have been pre

served with so much force and clearness I The cosmogonic fahlrs, the 

pyrttmidal constructions, the system of the calendar, the animals of the 

tropics found in the catasterim of day::-, the convents and congregations of 

priests, the taste fol' statistic enumerations, the annuls of the empire held 

in the most scrupulous ordel', lead us toward oriental Asia; while the 

lively. remembrances of which we have just spoken, and the peculiar 

pbysfognomy which Mexican civilization presents in so many other 

respects, seem to indicate the existence of an empire in the.North of 

America, between the 36th and 42c1 degree of ltttitude. We cannot re

flect on the military mou ument;.: of the United ~tates without recollecting 

the fil'st country of the civilized nations of Mexico." On a preceding 

page he also mentions the fact that '' the country between the 33d and 

4lst degl'ees of latitude, parullel to the mouth of the Arkansas and 

the Missouri, is considered by the Aztec historians as the ancient dwel

ling of the civilized nations of Anahuac." The views here express1·d, 

an<l which all succeeding investigations have tended to verify, cany ns 

back to very remote times, far beyond uuy authentic history or tradition, 

when America was peopled by rude tribes of a low grade of humanity, 

but which, nevertheless, possessing within themselves the germs of a 

civilization which slowly through the ages evolved a progressive 

national life, at length resulted i11 the establishment of the fixed com

munities in North America, whose skillful hubsandry, arts, commercial 

enterprise and original an<l complex system of religion we have already 

contemplated. All of those, however, were but the broad beginuing

the prophecy of that higher development which found its fulfillment in 

the more sumptuous civilizittion in the rich valleys of Central and South 

America. The terl'itory occupied by t.he Mound-builders is too large, 

the evidences of a dense population throughout its length and breadth 

too numerous, to permit us to suppose that its occupancy was of short 

duration. There is also too wide a difference in the respective ages of 

many of the mounds : some are manifestly hoary with age, while others 

are of recent date. 
While we believe, therefore, that a period of many centuries mus.t 
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have elapsed during the extension of a people so numerous over the vast 
area which they inhabited, ancl the erection of so many structures as are 
still to be seen, it is equally clear from my stand-point that we must also 
believe that all facts, when rightly considered, point to a gradual disap
pearance towards the south, and at different periods of time, which may 
be found to correspond to the known dates of the migrations of the Aztec 
tribes. As these occurred at times more or less remote from each other, 
it is altoO'ether probable that, to different causes mubt the separate 
migratio1: be ascribed. Some tribes, as the ruins of their military forts 
and encampments show, retreated slowly before the encroachments of an 
invading force. Other sites seem to have been ahandoned deliberately, 
without any attempt at defence ; or perhaps the impulse which set them 
in motion may have been the captivating accounts they had received 
of the glory and riches of the distant land to which their brethren had 
departed years before. While long lines of military defence may be traced 
here aud there across the continent at the north, and along the eastern 
plains of the valleys of the :Mississippi and Ohio, very few have been 
observed upon the western side of the Mississippi, at least in Missouri, 
and those are of small dimensions. I am led to infer that, however 
sudden may have been their abandonment, it was voluntary, and that the 
ancient l\fissouri11.ns were the last to leave the country. "While it may be 
impossible to decide whether they were the Aztecs themselves, or a 
remnant of that tribe which was left behind, I cannot forbear to express 
my own inclination to the latter opinion; in which case they may have 
proceeded no farther than the regions about the Gulf, where they became 
amalgamated with the Indians, who may have intercepted them in the 
journey, and by whom, as a tribe, they were exterminated. That some 
such event did take place, as before stated, many facts would induce us 
to believe. Many of their customs survived them, in the practices of 
the more southern tribes, when the country was first occupied by the 
Europeans, which point strongly in this direction. Among these tribes the 
Natchez will be remembered, whose arts, worship, sacerdotal system and 
customs were very similar, and in many respects identical with those of 
Mexico. This identity of customs, worship, etc., I had intended to discuss 
more at length, and also present the facts which bear upon the question, but, 
us I have already transcended my limits, I must desist. It seems to me 
to be established, that the ancestors 0f the Indian tribes came to America 
hy ':a.y of Be.hriug's Straits. These are frozen over every year as late as 
A pr1l, accordrng to Professor Henry, who further states that ''intercourse 
at present lS constant, by means of canoes, in summer between the Asiatic 
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and American sides. As another fact reluting to the same question, we 
may state that, while the Asiatic projection near Behring's Straits is 
al~ost a sterile, rocky waste, the opposite coast presents a much more 
inviting appearance, abounding in trees and shrubs. Moreover, the 
climate, when we pass s0uthward of the peninsula of Alaska, is of a genial 
character, the temperature continuing the same as far down as Oregon. 
The mildness of the temperature, and the descent of the isothermal line, 
or that of equal temperature, along the coast, are clue to a great current 
called the Gulf Stream of the Pacific, which carries the warm water of tlie 

· equato1· along the eastern coast of Asia, thence across the opposite coast 
of America, and along the latter on its reforn to the equator. The 
action of this current, which does not appear to have been considered by 
the ethnologist, must have had much influence in inducing and deter
mining the course of the migration.'' He adds ''that the present 
inhabitants of the countries contiguous to Behring's Straits on the two 
sides, in manners, cust0ms, and physical appearance, are almost identical." 
It is believed that the hypothesis we maintain, which holds that the 
southern portions of this continent were peopled by tribes who had their 
origin in more northern regions, and who, in some cases at least, were 
driven from their ancient homes by mongrel hordes who made their 
appearance by way of Behring's '3traits, is the only one which harmonizes 
the many otherwise inexplicable facts which continually confront the 
stn<lent of the antiquities of America. No other theory will satisfactorily 
explain the presence in the same mounds of skulls of such different and 
contrasting types, and which are so frequently met with in the tumuli 
of Missouri. 

In bringing our work to a close, I beg leave to say that, in the prepar
ation of the foregoing chapters, it has been my aim to present the subjects 
treated of in a form as attractive and popular as I was capable of, and in 
a manner in keeping with the historical character of the work in which 
they appear. If, to the scientific reader, I may seem at times to have 
<'xpressed my views with a warmth and enthusiasm not always appropri
ate to scientific inquiries, my desire to invest with all possible interest, to 
the general reader, a subject which might ordinarily be considered dry and 
unattractive, must be my apology. Having for :fifteen years devoted all 
the time which could be spared from the labors of my profession to archre
ological studies, and especially the antiquities of my native land, the 
enthusinsm which I felt at the outset has been intensified rather than di
minished, at every step of the journey. Indeed, the results which have 
been attained already are of such absorbing interest as to arouse the 
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enthusiasm of every student of these antique memorials; aud the zeal of 
the antiquary receives a fresh impulse from time to time, as he grapples 
with those questions which relate to the origin of the different races of 
men, their modes of development, the routes of their migrations and the 
like; as also, while he labors to construct a pre-historic history from the 
ashes of forgotten cities, the debris of former habitations, and the 
monlderino- relics which ancient tombs di:oclose. 

"' It is related in sacred story, of an old prophet, that he was set down 
in a vnlley of dry bones, and told to pnss by them round about, and 
behold they were very many, and very dry. But, at the sound of his 
prophetic voice, there was a noise and shaking and coming together, bone 
to his bone, the flesh and skin covered them again, and there stood up 
an exceeding great army. So the scientist to-day passes up and down 
the valleys, :md among the relics and bones of vanished peoples, and as 
he touches them with the magic wand of scientific induetion, these ancient 
men stand up on their feet, revivified, rehabilitated, and proclaim with 
solemn voice the story of their nameless tribe or race, the cotemporan
eous animals, and the physical appearance of the earth during those 
pre-historic :iges. 

The Christian scientist, pursuing his investigations regardless of all 
dogmatic theories concerning divine revelation, ancl bringing, at last, aU 
right results of his work to the subjective light of that old record which 
thus far they have only served to glorify, discovers now and then the 
golden key by which the sublime and occult truths condensed in its sen
tentious statements may be unlocked, and the long reons understood, 
which are comprehended in the evening and the morning of the creative 
days. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

c\EVERAL histories of Missouri, more or less elaborate, have ap

p peared since the close of our civil war. Whence, therefore, the 

necessity for another? With as much reason it might be asked, Why 

more than one history of the war itself, or of the country and people 

and institutions affected by it? What good reason can be given for 

more than one history of the United States? After one was issued, and 

received it may be with more or less favor by the thoughtful and read

ing people of our country, what consideration justified the publication 

of a second, and of a third, or of a still greater number? 

Reasons as various, perhaps, as the minds which conceive them would 

be assigned for the appearance of a multiplicity of historic works in 

regard to the same country, and it is needless to trace them here. 

Two leading considerations justify, if they do not demand, other his

tories of Missouri than those now before the public: 1. The materials, 

not unlike the wealth ancl resources of the State, are inexhaustible-the 

field of exploration, discovery and discussion without limit. 2. Even 

if to a large extent the same events, records, traditions and reminis

cences are brought to view in each, and are made the subjects of 

comment and criticism, their presentation by different writers will be 

from different points of view, each disclosing new and valuable truths, 

and each essential to the fullest development of their just influence on 

mankind. 
No great and important truth attains its full strength, or to the fullest 

measure exerts its vital force on human destiny, unless it be faithfully 

presented in all its phases; and no single mind, no difference how cultured 

and analytical it may be, will be fouud equal to the task of exhausting 

its virtues. 
The plan and scope of the History of Missouri now presented, differ in 

some particulars from any History which precedes it. Where some of 

these waste their strength in amplification, and in diffusiveness of style, 

this seeks to be terse, crisp and perspicuous. Where others dazzle the 

reader with the adornments of speech, and leave him to grope his way 

amid copious illustrations which are mere pictures of fancy, this subordi

nates everything to clearness and accuracy of statement, and to an honest 

effort to chronicle the truths of history and not the imaginings of the 

writer. 
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In the sketch which follows, Missouri will be considereu under four 
general heads: 1, PROVINCE; 2, DrsTRICT; 3, TERRITORY and 4, STATE. 
As a Province, embracing the period from the date at which the first 
European set foot on its soil, in 1541, to 1804, when it became a part 
of the "District of Louisiana." As a District, from 1804 to 1812, when 
it was organized as a Territory. As a Territory, from 1812 to 1821, 
when it w~s admitted into the Union as a State. As a State, from 1821 
to the present time. 

:Missouri has had a wonderful history. Within the memory of some 
of its oldest inhabitants now living, it was a part of the District of 
Louisiana, without population and almost without government, a wild 
waste of forest and prairie, the home of the Indian and buffalo, to which 
the arts of civilized life were almost unknown. 

In less than three-quarters of a century it ranks in population as the 
fifth in the sisterhood of thirty-eight States which compose the American 
Union, and boasts a taxable wealth of six hundred million dollars. 

The following words from ex-Governor Brown's Inauguml Address 
( 1870) have lost nothing of their truth, their force or freshness: 

"In all the elements of population, wealth, area, fertile soils, inexhaustible mines 
and manufacturing enterprise, the State of Missouri is an empire in itself. Devasfated 

armies, checked in production, girded by railways, it has yet risen, since the last 
census, from being the eighth to the position of the fifth in importance in the Union. 
For dris large growth, with its attendant prosperity, we are deeply indebted to an 
immi,,,crration that has given u;; r he assurance of sympathy by casting its lot in our 
midst. 

"To the young men and women of the land we can extend the broadest welcome; 
to the denizens of older States we can promise that the swiftest rewards shall await 
up-011 labor; and to those of foreign countries, the scholar, the skillful artisan, and 
the husbandman, we can assure hospitality and employment. Thus, and tkus only, 
~~ill the recital of the next census be made to tmnscend by far the marvel of the 
last. Thus, too, we may secure the means of a development of field and mine, of 
trade and manufacture, somewhat commensurate with our infinite promise. Thus 
will the burden of debt transform itself into a necessity for reduced taxation. Thus 
will wealth be diffused into the equal life of all. In the old days of Haroun 
.Alrascllid, we read of genii that had the power to build up splendid palaces in a 
single night; but in these times the genii who construct great States are the master 
motives that direct the tides of a vast moving population, and be convinced that 
none are so strong as love, and peace, and freedom.'' 
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CHAPTER I. 

:xPEI>ITION OF .JUAN PONCE I>E LEON IN 1512, TO FLORID.A., IN SE.A.ROH OF GOLD .L'<D THE 
FOUNTAIN OF ETERNAL YOU1'H.-HIS FAILURE .A.NI> DE.ATH.-DE SOTO'S MARVELOUS 
EXPEDITION IN 1539.-A SPLENDID P.AGE.ANT.-HE DISCOVERS THE RIVER MISSISSIPPI 
IN 1541-CROSSES IT, AND MARCHES INTO THE PRESENT TERRITORY OF MISSOURI.
DE SOTO'S DEATH ANI> ROM.ANTIC BURI.AL. 

hi he first European who set foot on the territory now embraced in the 
_l State of Missouri, accompanied Hernando de Soto in his wonderful 

expedition in 1541-2 in search of mines of gold and silver, and 
:vhich resulted, among other things, iu the discovery of the Mississippi 
·iver. 

This expedition, therefore, one of the most extraordinary of which 
iistory gives an account, cannot properly be ignored in a work of 
;his character: for, to the discovery of that river and to the explorations 
tlong its banks in search of the precious metals, are we indebted for the 
hst settlements of the white man in our great State. 

In connection with it, and as embracing "events which cast their 
;hadows before" in the disclosure of the Mississippi river and the occu
)ancy of the Province of Missouri, it would be thrillingly interesting to 
;race, did the limits of this sketch allow, the course of Spanish adven
;ure in the early years of the sixteenth century, directed toward Central 
!\.medca, and leading in time to the discovery, by Vasco Nunez, of the 
E>aci:fic. Ocean, and to the conquests of Peru and Mexico. 
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While these adventures were prosecuted, it seems not to hfLVO been forO"otten that there were regions to the north, and on the Atlantic coast, wo;thy of the marvelou::i enterprise and insatiable cupidity of the 
Spaniards. 

In demonstration of this statement, Juan Ponce <le Leon, an old comrade of Christopher Columbus and a Spanish navigator who had amassed great wealth by the subjugation of Porto I~ico, one of the West India island::;, having heard of mines of' gold and precious stones noel i\ fo1mtain of eternal youth at the North, determined to posscsR them. Already rich, he desired to be richer; already old, he coveted tho vigor of youth. Enchanted by the marvelous stories of uutolcl wealth, and by the leO"end of bubblina waters of which whosoever dra11k should never l:l l:l 
die, he fitted out three ships at Porto Rico in March, 1512, an<l 1;et Sllil for the new El Dorado. After a delay of more than a month in ki:-nirely sailing over this delightful sea, touching h~rc and thoro at diffu nmt islands, the adventurers finally crossed the old Balrnma eha1rnel which lies l'letween Cuba and the Bahama islands; they discovered tho eastern coast of Florida and landed near the present site of SL Augustine. It happened to be Easter Sunday, called by tho Spiwiar1ls Pa1:w1ur, de Flores. "Pascua" is the same as the old English "Pash" or Passover, and Pascua de Fl01·es is the "Holy-day of flowers." 

In honor of the day of the discovery, and because of tho beautiful flowers and luxurious groves which covered the shore, and bh·<h1 of Hong which made melody in the trees, Leon caJled tho country Florida, nnd took possession of it in the name of Spain. 
Having discovered and possessed a land so fttir to look upon, with a sky of Italian beauty above it and a placid sea washing its ilow<·1-y shores, Ponce de Leoti was convinced th[lt the mines of gold and tho wonderful fountain which had been the subjects of his thoughts by day and of his dreams by night were now within his grasp. :For moro tlrnn a month, therefore, he diligently sought them· by cruising along tho coast on both sides of the Peninsula and among the adjacent i:;lauds. vVhether it was one or the other, whether it was trading with the Indians or :fighting them-or penetrating "the deep-tangled wild wood" of th<} main land,-his eager eyes glistened with the expectation of the great discover:r. Patiently and persistently he pursued his explorations, searching for gold on the banks of every stream, drinking the waters of every spring, and bathing in every fountain. 

Neither coveted mines of wealth nor fabled fountain of eternal youth were found.; and this gay old cavalier, broken in spirit by disHppoint~ 



EXPEDl'rION OF PONCE DE LEON. 129 

ment and bereft of his fortune, retired to the Island. of Cuba to die of 
an arrow-wound received in one of his fights with the Indiuns. 

Notwithstanding the failure which nttended the expedition of Leon, 
marvelous stories continued to reach Spain of inexhaustible mines of 
gold in all the cotrntry north of the Gulf of Mexico, and varions 
expeditions were projected to discover them. But their object was 
gold, not youth-restol'ing waters which gurgled from the fabled fountains 
in the new world. 

Among those whose cupidity and curiosity were excited was Hernando 
de Soto, who had been with Pizzaro in the conquest of Peru in 1533. 
De Soto had returned to Spuin from this conquest with a fortune of five 
huudt"ed thousand dollars; met a flattering reception from the emperor 
Charles V, and inade a magnificent tli,;play at comt. 

Although every previous expedition to Florida had resulted in disaster, 
the conviction was strongly entertained among adventurous Spaniards 
that mine.s of boundless wealth existed 
in that country. De Soto shared 
this conviction, and determined to 
stake his life and fortune upon it. 
Being successful in inspiring others 
wit-:1 confidence in his plans, in 1538 
he collected a numerous band of Span
ish and Portuguese cavaliers, and, de
siring to make a lavish display of his 
wealth, clothed them in gorgeous 
suits of armor of knightly pattern, and 
at their head appeared before the king 
of Spain. A respectful audience. 
being granted, he petitioned the king 
for permission to take possession of 0• 5010• 

Florida at his own cost, and that to this end a commission as Adelantado 
be issued to him. His requests were complied with. 

The news of his intentions excited throt1ghout Spain and Portugal the 
greatest enthusiasm, and hunclred8 of gentlemen of position and wealth 
:flocked to his standard, eager to share his perils and successes. 

Collecting and splenditlly equipping a noble and heroic band of six 
or seven hundred men-some historians say a thousand,-twenty-four 
ecclesiastics and twenty officers, he sailed from San Lncar in April 1538, 
with a fleet of nine vessels, which carried, in addition to his men, two or 
three hundred horses, a herd of swine, and a number of blood-hounds-

9 
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the fatter seemingly an indispensable force in all Spanish attempts at 
conquest and colouization. 

After stopping at Santiago de Cuba, and then at Havana, perfecting 
arrangements for the expedition, the :fleet finally left the latter place for 
Florida, am1 in May, 1539, anchored in Tampa Buy. 

"With very little dcluy, De Soto, organizing anew the most gaudily
attired pageant ·which ever proposed to march through the unbroken 
forests of a new world, entered upon his wonderful expedition into the 
interior, determined, notwithstanding the bloody resistance of the 
Indians, and failures to discover mines of gold, to succeed or perish in 
the effort. 

His route was through the country 
already made hostile by the violence 
of the Spanish invnder Narvaez. 
Yet on and on the stern and in
trepid De Soto wandered, through 

Fieet of the Cacique.. l 
. . tang eel forests ancl over deep mo-

rasses, findmg neither gold nor precious stones, nor cities rich in 
treasure and merchandise, until, April 25th, 1541, he reached the hanks 
of the Great River of the ·west - the Mississippi - and thus achieved 
immortality. 
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The point at which De Soto :first saw the Mississippi was not far from 
1e 35th parallel of latitude, at the Lower Chickasaw Bluffs, a few miles 
elow Memphis. 
His arrival awakened much curiosity and fear among the Dacotah 

ibe of Indians, who inhabited the western bank. Therefore a great 
1ultituc1e of them, armed with bows and arrows, und richly painted, and 
:tily decorated with tall pl um es of white feathers, their chiefs sitting 
nder awnings as magnificent as the natives could weave; came rowing 
nvn the river in a fleet of two hundred canoes, bringing to the delighted 
paniards gifts of fish, and loaves of bread made of the persimmon. 
Desirous to cross the wide aud rapid stream, De Soto was compelled 

, construct eight boats for the purpose. This delayed him over a 
onth. After tho boats were completed, tho expedition crossed without 
:fficulty or opposition, and pllrsued its way north along the west bank of 
.e river, into the region now known as New Madrid in our own State. 
t this point, therefore, aud at this time, the first European set foot 
1 the soil of the territory now known as Missouri. 
Thence the expedition marched successively southwest and no1·thwest 
l it reached the highlands of White River, the western limit of his 
:plorntions. De Soto then proceeded south to the present site of Little 
)ok, rtnd to the Hot Springs in Arkansas, and spent his third winter on 
e hanks of a stream which may have been the Washita, the White or 
e Arkansas. The accounts do not agree. 
In March or April, 154i, he marched to the Mississippi, where he was 
tacked with a fever. Overcome by hardships, ditmppointment and 
sease, De Soto died, May 21, 1542, at a place called Guacoya, and 
iests chanted over his body the first requiem ever heard on the waters 
the Mississippi. 

To conceal his death from the Indians, who believed him the son of 
e Sun, who could not die, he was wrapped in a mantle, and in the 
llness of midnight all that was mortal of Hernando De Soto was sunk 
the middle of the stream. 
The discoverer of the Mississippi slept beneath its waters. He who 
d crns~cd the Atlantic and a large part of the continent in search of 
ld and silver and precious stones, found nothing so remarkable as his 
rn burial. After his death his successor, Moscoso, led the survivors of 
; army, in 1543, in boats, clown the stream to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Such was the first visit of Europeans into the country now known as 
[ssouri, and into the great western valley of North America. 
These adventurers came primarily for the purpose of gratifying their 
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love of gold, and for conquest and colonization. How strange and mel
ancholy their failure I They came splendidly and gorgeously equipped, 
with richly-caparisoned horses, their riders glittering with burnished 
steel, scarlet plumes and silks of gandy hue. Theyfonuded no settlement 
and left no traces of civilization. Indeed so fruitless of good an<l so full 
of disaster was this expedition, although entered upon with wondrous 
pomp and pageantry, that for more than a century after its close the 
West remained utterly unknown to the white man. 

Burial of De Soto. 



CHAPTEl{ II. 

~OUISIANA.-FRENCH EXPLORATIONS.-ACQUISITION OF LOUISIANA.-Mrssoum A PORTION 

OF THE PROVINCE.-EX:PIWITIO:'< OF MARQUETTE AND JOLIET IN 1673.-THEY DISCOVER 

THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI AND THE Mounr OF THE MISSOURI. 

As the portion of country now known as Missouri formed a part of 

Louisiana, which was purchased from France by the United States in 

1803, dming the administrntion of Mr. Jefferson, it lies directly in the 

brack of our "Sketch," to mark the origin and progress of the French 

power in North America. 1 

1 The vast region known as "Louisiana " was claimed by France by right of discovery 

and settlement. 
November 3, 17Ci2, by a secret treaty between the French and Spanish kings, the 

former ceded to the latter that part of the Province of Louisiana which lay on the 

Western side of the Mississippi river, including the Island and city of New Orleans on 

the Eastem. (See "Annals of the West," p. 122.) 
'!'he war which was waged between l!'rancc mid England for the possession of the 

country in the valleys of the St. Lawrence and Ohio, and which commenced in 1754, 

was terminated by the 'rreaty of Paris, February 10, 1763. By this treaty France ceded to 

Great Britain, Canada with all its dependencies, as well as the Island of Cape Breton, 

and other islands and coasts in the gulf and river St. Lf>wrenee-the parties also stipu

lating that in order to establish an enduring peace and remove forever nJl subjects of 

dispute with reg:ird to the limits of the British and French territories on the conti

nent of America, that the confines between their dominions should be fixed irrevocably 

by a line drawn along the middle of the river Mississippi, from its source to the river 

Iberville, thence along the middle of that stream, and the lakes Maurepas and Pont

d1artrain, to the sea-the navigation of the Mississippi being equally free to both 

nations. 
October 1, 1800, the secret treaty of St. Ildefonso was made between Napoleon, as 

First Consul, and the E'.ing of Spain, whereby the latter re-transferred to France the 

Province of Louisiana, which by the treaty of November 3, 1762, had been ceded by 

France to Spain. 
January 11, 1803, Mr. ,Jefferson appointed Robt. R. Livingston and James Monroe 

ministers to France, and Charles Pinckney and James Monroe ministers to Spain, with 

full authority to agree upon treaties for "enlarging and more effectually securing our 

rights and interests in the river Mississippi, and in the territories eastward thereof.'' 

Neither at that time nor for months afterwards did Mr. Jefferson or the ministers 

.appointed have any idea of purchasing Louisiana west of the Mississippi. They only 

wanted New Orleans and the Floridas. But Napoleon, then about to renew his wars 

with England, proposed, through Marbois, his Minister of the Treasury, to Mr. Living

ston and Mr. Monroe, to sell to the United States Louisiana ent'ire; and the American 

negotiators, transcending the letter of their instructions, agreed to pay $15,000,000 

therefor. Although this agreement was unauthorized and wholly unexpected, J\'.Ir. 

Jefferson, as President, ratified it; and Congress was at once convened to consider it. 

'l'hat body met on the 17th of .October, 1803, and on the 21st the treaty was ratified. 

(See "American State Papers," Vol. II., pp. 525-583. Also "Annals of the West,'' 

iPP· 528-529.) 
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Sp:1in, France and England were the throe great coloui:dng powers 
which with gre11t activity and various success projected exp(\ditiom1 of 
discovery m~<l settlement in this division of the continent. Awl 0110 
surprising coinddcncc is true of then1, unmcly, the Spnni:trds planted 
their first colony east of tho Mississippi 011 the barreu Sl.l.nds of :Florida; 
the French, their first in the icy and inhospitable region of Q,nehcc, aud 
the :E:nglish, at Jamestown, in Virginia, n State in no way romarkalilo fot· 
its fertility, and at Plymouth, in Massachusetts, "a stern and rock-bound 
coast." 

From these fcel>le and unpromising settlements racliatetl the cmi<1 uest.H 
and colonies of the three great nations wo have nntnc<l. 

The Spaniards, although at this period less c11lightc:11Nl than tho 
French, had the ad vantage of larger cxpericneo ; a11cl th<'rcforo t ]wi r 
colonial policy was not based on theory or fancy. Thu E11gli:-;h W\ll'O 
charactt.:'.rizcd by more fixedness of purpo:,;e and gn!atcr p<•rsevm·a1wo 
than either of their rivals, :tll(l yet the .French, by their supol'ior uptitudo 
in assimilating with the savages, and adroituess in winuinµ; their <~onli~ 
dcnce, bad a elem· nclvantngo over hotb. 

While therefore the B11glish woro planting aloug the co:u;t of tlrn 
Atlnutic, some of the most, flo11rishing colonies of tho Nmv \\'odd, U10 
]3'rench were penetrating llie Indian trilws who inh:d1itml !he nmtlwrn 
interior of the continent, uavig:iting in bark can<H!S ilio rniglity rivnrl'l, 
and coasting the shorer,; of 1 he bou11dless lakes of tho co11111 ry. 'J'hey 
displayed remarkable c11tnrpri:;c aucl acldros;;, :t!l(l alLl1011glt li<•:wl, on all 
sides by great nnd si11gulnr p<>l'ils, ncco111plish(•d md.nnsiv<~ <!Xplorations. 

\Ve cannot follow the lh·<!JH:h colonies i ut o Ca11ad:1, :do11g- tlw shores 
of the St. Lawrenee, and of J,nk<!s E1·i<!, Il11rnu :w<i Ontario; ln1t tl1i:-> 
Historic Sketch wo1!ld ho i11completc <lid wo 11ot rnfor to tho 1•xprnlitio11 
in search of tho Upper Mi::isis:,;ippi in Hi73, by ,Jamus l\1Hr<1udto :wd 
Sicur Jc)liet. 

"Ju::::t at this period," said Hon. Thomas C. H<·y110l<ls, o!' Ht. 1~011is, 
in an address in tlrnt city, at; the two-\111udredth arn1ivt·rsary of tlio di . .;;
covery of the Upper MisRissippi, September 17, .U>7:1-.'' just aL thiH 
period, when the missionary mind of Canad:t was Pxeit<H1 on tho subject 

· of the rnystcrio11s river to the 'South Sea,' there landvd, at. Q1H•l>nn, on 
Septcmlwt· 20, 16GG, a young Frcncl1nmn from tho picturosqun old catlw
dral city of Laon, in the lica11tifol ancl fortile region whic:l1 lio:-; to Lho 
north of Paris. This famed nrnnicipality had oxic:tod :,;ineo tlio ti111mi of 
the Romans; his family was the most anciout in it; and a:'l 1no\l<•rn re
search has shown how wondrnusly the towns of Gaul, especially those 
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hich were under the immediate protection of Christian Bishops, pre
:rved their institutions intact even under the rule of the co11qnering 
ranks, it needs no great stretch of the imagination to he1ieve that the 
itrician Marquettes of Lnon were the descendants of Cc1tic no hies whom 
Le profound po1icy of ancient Rome attached to her :;tandard:;; by leaving 
1em in control of their ancestral territories under her almost nominal 
1premacy. These Mnrqucttes were a martial race; three of them died 

the French nrmy, which aided our ancestors in the war of our own 
:volution; and when James Marquette enlisted uuder the banner of the 
·oss, he naturn1iy assigned himself to that order to which its i;:oldier
under gave the military title of the Company of Jesus. As chivalric 
1urage descended to him through his father's house, so fervent devotion 
as his birthright from his mother, Rose de la Salle, kinswoman of John 
aptistc de la Salle, founder of the educational order of the Brothers of 
.e Christian Schools. He was twenty-nine years of age when his feet 
·st touched American soil. * * * From nll the contemporary 
:counts of the expedition it is evident that Father Marquette was its real 
ader, its very soul. But, as an ecdcsiastie, he could not take command 
·an armed force, however small; as an ambassador of Christ, to foreign 
iathen nations, he could not act as the f1gcut of a king of France. It 
as accordingly arranged that tho Sienr Joliet, a native· of Canada, should 
1mmand the expedition, and that Marq11ette should accompany it as it~ 
iss10nary. The choice of Joliet was a wise ttncl happy one." 
On the 17th of May, 1673, these two French missionaries, together 

ith five boatmen, left the stmit connecting Lakes Michigan and Huron, 
,llcd Michilimnckinac (or l\facki11ac) in two bark canoes in search ot 
e Great River of the Y\rest. In Marquette's simple language he says: 
We were embarking on a voyage the duration of which we could not 
rosee. Indian corn, with some dried meat, was our whole stock of 
~ov1s10ns. vVith this, we set out in two hark canoes, M. Joliet, myself 
tel five men, firmly resolved to do all and suffer all for so glorious 
t enterprise." Joyously they sped their way down Lake Michigan and 
rough Green Bay into Fox River, and erossecl the Portage (carrying 
cir canoes) to the westward-flowing river, the "Ouisconsin" (Wis-
'nsin). · 
The Indians endeavored to dissuade them from pursuing their perilous 
urney; told them of tribes still more savage than themselves, of fright-
1 monsters that infested the great river, and of n demon who stopped 
e passage and engulphed all who dared approach. Nevertheless 
.ey launched on the broad .. Wisconsin, rowed slowly down its current 
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amid its vine-clad isles, and its countless sand-bars. No sound broke the 
stillness ; no human form appeared ; and at last, after the lapse of seven 
days, on the 17th of .Tune, 1673, they happily glided into the great river 
-the Wisconsin joining the Mississippi River a few miles below what is 
now known ns Prairie du Chien. Joy that could find no utterance in 
words filled the grateful heart of Marquette. The broad river of the 
Conception, as he named it, now lay before them, stretching away lum
dreds of miles to an unknown sea.1 

It was 011 this clay and at this spot the Upper Mississippi was first seen 
hy Europeans. Surrendering their frail bark to the swift ·current of the 
river they descended to the mouth of the Illinois, and then to the mouth 
of the :Missouri, called by Marquette Pekitanoui, that is, "Muddy 
\\""ater." 2 

Thus we have seen that De Soto, Marquette and Joliet were the first 
Europeans who entered the territory now forming our great State; the 
two last the first white men, for a period of one hundred and thirty-two 
years, after DeSoto, to float upon the Mississippi! 

Leaving the mouth of the "Pekitonoui," Marquette and Joliet de
scended the Mississippi, passing the present site of St. Louis without 
taki11g the least notice of it, to the mouth of the Ohio, :m<l as far down 
as the mouth of the "Arkamsas," or Arkansas. From the last point they 
returned to .the north and reached Green Bay in September of the same 
year, without the loss of a man or any serious accident. 

i Shea's" Discovery of the Mississippi Valley," p. 29. 
'In Shea's "Discovery of the Mississippi Valley," there is a note on this word, to the 

effect that "Pekitanoui," or Muddy Water, prevailed till J\farest's time (1712), about 
which period it was called " Missouri,'' from the fact that a tribe of Indians lmown as 
lillssouris inhabited the country at its mouth, the same country being now embraced 
within the limits of St. Louis County. 



CHAPTER III. 

DISCOVERY OF THE MOUTH OF THE M!SSISSIPPI.-LA SALLE AND lIENNEPIN.-SEEKING J. 
NORTHWEST PASSAGE TO CHmA THEY DISCOVER THE MOUTH OF THE :MISSISSIPPI AND 
TAKE FORMAL POSSESSION 0.F THE COUNTRY IN THE NA.'l!E OF LOUIS XIV.-IN HONOR 
OF Hr:i.r THEY CALL IT" LOUISIANA."-MISSOURI A PORTION OF IT,-LETTERS PATENT 
TO CRUZ.AT.-JOHN LAW'S COMPA..."i'Y. 

"vVhile the simple-hearted and true Marquette," says Peck in the 
t•Anuals of the West," "was pursuing his labors of love in the \Yest, two 
men differing widely from him and each other, were preparing to follow 
in his footsteps, aud perfect the discoveries so well begun by him and 
Joliet. These were Robert de La Salle and Louis Hennepin." La Salle 
was a native of Normandy; was brought up by the Jesuits, and a man of 
enterprise and intelligence. For some cause, about which it is unneces
sary to inquire, he lost his patrimony in his native country, and about 
1670 reached Canada very poor. . 

Sharing the conviction which prevailed among scientific men of that 
period, that there was from the great lakes a north-west passage to 
China and Japan, L11. Salle, about the time of the return of Marquette, 
was busy in organizing an expedition to discover it. He was not only 
ambitious to establish his own fortune and reputation, but zealous for 
the honor of his nation to signalize the French name by the splendor of 
the achievement. 

Frontenac was then governor-general of Canada, and to him La Salle 
unfolded his plans and applied for assistance. Frontenac deeply sympa
thized with his views, an<l a<lvised him to visit Louis XIV, then reigning 
sovereign of Frnnce, make known his embryo hut gigantic scheme, and 
solicit the royal patronage an<l protection. He did so; received the 
King's favor an<l a tender of assistance, with letters patent and important 
discretionary powers. 

On the 14th of July, 1678, La Salle, with Tonti, an Italian, and about 
thirty men, saile<l from Rochelle, France, for Quebec in Canada, arriving 
safely in September. Preparations were at once made for the contem
plated western expedition, the design of which was to discover the 
Mississippi, and to follow it to its source as well as to its supposed 
eutrunce into the Gulf of Mexico. In this enterprise La Salle and party 
were joined by Louis Hennepin, who was ti Franciscan friar, nud a man 
very ambitious to become a great discoverer, but who withal possessed 

. the weuknes:; of exaggerating his own powers and exploits. 
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The limits of this" Sketch" forbid our following step by step the vary. 
incr fortunes of these explorers. Suffice it to sily, that after leaving Fort F~ontenac i~1 November, 1678, about eighteen months were spent in explorations on the northern lakes, along the coasts of the rivers, and amono- the tribes of Indians which inhabited the country now embraced 0 
by the States of Wisconsin and Illinois, during wh~ch the.y encount~red many hardships and perils. At the lower end of Lake Erie they bmlt a small vessel called the Griffin; and near the present site of Peoria, on 
the Illinois river, a fort, which from their disappointments they namedl 
01·eve-0<13ur, or Broken Heart. 

In order more expeditiously to explore the northern and southern 
country, La Salle finally adopted this programme : That Father Hennepin should ascend the Mississippi to its source; that Tonti· should remain at Creve-0<13Ur, while he should descend the Mississippi to its mouth. 
Accordingly, Hennepin embarked, 011 the 28th of February, 1680; and haviug p:tssed down the Illinois into the Mississippi, ascended the latter as high as the Falls of St. Anthony-so named by him in honor of 
his patron saint. Shortly after he was taken prisoner by the Sioux Indiims, robbed of his property, and carried 200 miles to their village. But he soon made his escape, and returned to Cnnada by the way of the 
Wisconsin; and thence sailed immediately for France, where in 1684 
he published an account of his travels. 1 

La Salle, after visiting Canada for additional supplies and to perfect 
arrangements for his great expedition, returned to Oreve-Ooour. Tarrying at this fort but a short time, he, accompanied by about twenty French
men, eighteen Indians, and ten Indian women to act as servants for their lazy mates, descended the Illinois river to the Mississippi, where he arrived on the 6th of February, 1682. On the 13th of the same month 
he commenced bis downward passage, and on the 5th of April accom
plished the grand purpose of the expedition by the discovery of the three mouths or passages, through which the great river discharges its waters into the Gulf of Mexico ;-one of those channels deepened at this time 
by Capt. Eads, by his system of jetties. 

1 L. C. Beck's Gazetteer, 1823, p. 51. ".Annals of the West'' by J. M. Peck, 1850, pp. 40-41. The volume published by Hennepin he called "A Description of Louisiana." Thirteen years after its appearance he issued it in a new and enlarged form with the title" New Discovery of a Vast Country Situated in .America, Between New Mexico and the Frozen Ocean." In this edition Hennepin ,claims to have violated La Salle's instructions and to have gone down the Mississippi to its mouth before ascendino- it. But this is a shameful imposture, for he took the account of his pretended descent from the work of Le Clercq, published in 1691. 
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Three days afterwards, that is on April 9th, 1682, La Salle, by a 
ceremony of great pomp, took formal possession of the country in tlm 
name of Louis XIV, the reigning King of France, in honur of whom he 
called the country Louisiana. 

About three leagues from the confluence of the <>Teat middle outlet . e 
with the Gulf, on a dry Spot above the reach of inundations, La Salle 
prepared and "planted a cross, with the arms of France, amid the solemn 
chants of hymns of thanksgiving, and in the name of the French Killg 
took possession of the river, of all its branches, and the territory watered 
by them, and the Notary drew up an authentic act, which all with 
beating hearts; and a leaden plate, with the arms of :France :.ind the 
names of the discoverers, was, amid the rattle of musketry, deposited in 
the earth." The leaden plate bore this inscription: "Louis le ({rand, 
Roi de Fi·ance et de .LVavarl'e, Regne; le _:_Vew:ieme Avril, 1!382." 
Standing near the planted cross, La Salle proclaimed with a loud 
that "in the name of the most high, mighty, invincible and victorious 
Prince, Louis the Great, by the grace of God, King of France mid of 
Navarre, fourteenth of the name, this 9th day of -~pril, 1682," be took 
possession of the country of Louisiana, comprising almo~t int1efiuite 
limits and including, of course, the present territory of ).fissouri. 

After this discovery La Salle returned to Camuh, then to and 
in July, 1684, under the patronage of the King, s:iiled from Rochelle for 
America with twenty-four vessels, four of which were 
for the re-discovery (from the Gulf of :Mexico of foe mouth of the 
:Mississippi and the settlement of the far-famed Louisiana. But La 
Salle's vessels saileJ far beyond the :Mississippi, landed on the coast of 
Texas; quarrels arose among his party, and on the ~0th of 16:37, 
La Salle was assassinated by Duhant, one of his men, :rnd buried on a 
branch of the Brazos. He was shot from in the he:td. and di.:d 
within an hour. Thus perished La 8:1llc, the first Fr(;neh of 
the Mississippi to its mouth. He was illu:,trious for h1s eoimige, enter
prise, perseverance and misfort:mes. He was om: of the :1dveu
turet·s of the age in which he lived, and his <liscon:ries •,vd'e extensive 
and of importance to the French nation. He was the tlr,;t 
who established permanent colonies the 
the wav for the settlement vf Illinois, :\fissuuri :md Loui:;;i:m:L1 

By i~i~rbt of the discovery thus m:ide, and in virtue the eeremonies 
indicated, was the foundation laid for the claim of Frnnc(' to the: ::mssis-
sippi Valley, according to the usages of' powers. 

l ".Annals of the West," pp. 41-54. 



140 HISTORY OF :MISSOURI. 

Singularly enough, for a long period after the discovery of the Missis
sippi by De Soto in 1541, the French settlemen.ts along that stream, all 
of which were projected in the interest of gold and silver mining, were 
confined altogether to the east bank. Finally, however ,.in the year 1705, 
just a century preceding the well-known expedition of 'Lewis and Clarke 
up the same river, the French organized a prospecting party for the 
Missouri River, which they ascended to the mouth of the Kansas. It 
:is not recorded that this expedition, the :first in chronological order ever 
made up the Missouri River, resulted in the discovery of any of the 
precious metals. 

About this period it is known that the wars in Europe rendered it 
necessary that France should husband all her resources, and to a large 
extent withdraw attention and 1mpplies of men and money from the 
colony of Louisiana. Determined, if possible, to keep the colony out of 
the hands of his enemies, Louis XIV, as a dernier resso1·t, on September 
14th, 1712, conveyed it by charter or letters patent to Anthony Cruzat, 
a man of reputed inteiligence and gre~tt force of character, and withal of 
immense wealth and credit. The letter8 patent bore date September 
14th, 1712, and granted to Cruzat, Counsellor of State, etc., the ex
clusive privilege of the commerce of Louisiana, for fifteen ye11rs. This 
embraced the whole country on both sides of the Mississippi and now 
included in the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Missouri. It was also provided in this charter that the "edicts, ordi
nances, customs of Paris, etc., were to be observed for laws in the said 
country of Louisiana." Therefore, the customs of Paris, etc., whatever 
they were, in connection with ·the common or civil law, constituted the 
laws of the province, with such modifications as were necessary to udapt 
them to a new and distant country. 

The first governor under Cruzat was M. de fa Motte, who arrived and 
assumed the reins of power in 1713. Inexhaustible mines of gold and 
silver, prolific in yield beyond the historic richness of Peru and Gol
conda, opened themselves to the enchanted fancy of this Frenchman . 
. Vast sums were expended to discover the priceless deposits, hut in vain. 
A :five years' experience, singularly marked by disappointment and dis
.aster, induced Crozat in 1717 to return his patent to the King. 

Following this in quick succession, the colony of Louisiana was trans
ferred ( 1717) to the Company of the West, of which the celebrated 
John Law was the master spirit. Law was an adventurous Scotchman, 
whose financfal speculations attained the acme of human folly in the 
disastrous explosion of the bank which he was authorized to establish in 
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connection with the Company, a bank whose worthless notes were in 
circulation to an amount exceeding two hundred millions of dollars. The 
expected income from the commerce, lands and mines of Louisiana occu
pied the place of United States bonds and coin as capital, and constituted 
the foundation of its credit. It was declared a royal bank, and its shares 
rose to twenty times their par value. Thousands of capitalists rushed 
to the stock board, the "Mississippi Bubble" was soon inflated, and in 
1720 bursted, leaving the deluded speculators penniless. 

A.mos Sto.ldard, in his excellent and very instructive Historical Sketch 
of Louisiana, very justly remarks: 

"The Mississippi scheme was no less bold in its conception than disastrous in its con
sequences. It seized within its grasp the bank, the mint, all the trading companies, and 
all the revenues of the kingdom. The object was to employ this vast capital in opening 
the rich mines of Louisiana, and in cultivating its fertile soil, in carrying on the whole 
commerce of the nation, and in managing its revenues. The company created three 
hundred thousand shares, at five hundred livres each; all of which were sold in market, 
and before the completion of the sales they arose to an enormous height. The amount 
of stock thus created, without taking the rise into calculation, amounted to sixteen 
hundred and seventy-seven millions five hundred thousand livres; or three hundred and 
ten millions six hundred and forty-eight thousand, one hundred and forty-eight dollars! 

"Such indeed was the phrenzy of speculation that the whole nation, clergy and laity, 
peers and plebeians, princes and statesmen, mechanics and even ladies, employed their 
wealth in purchasing these shares." 

Overwhelmed by irretrievable ruin, the charter of the Company of the 
West was surrendered to the Crown in 1731. Nevertheless, the enter
prise of Law was not an unmixed evil. It quickened the tide of immi
gration of miners, mechanics and agriculturists to the territories of 
Illinois and Missouri, and settlements for the first time began to dot both 
banks of the Mississippi. The cultivation of tobacco, indigo, rice and 
silk was introduced, the lead mines of Missouri were opened, in the hope 
of finding silver; and in Illinois the culture of wheat was commenced. 

It is proper to remark that, although the country included within the 
present limits of Missouri excited the attention of the French in conse
quence of its mineral resources, their settlements were generally confined 
to the east bank of the Mississippi. "\Vheu, however, by the treaty of 
Paris, 1763, the Mississippi became the boundary between the possessions 
of England and Fran<:e, many of the French inhabitants, preferring their 
old to their new masters, crossed the river and commenced new settle
ments ; for it should be recollected that, although the territory west of 
the Mississippi was ceded to Spain in 17 62, the fact WM not known to 
the colonists until two years afterwards, to-wit: April 21st, 1764. 



CHAPTER IV. 

!FIRST SETTLE~rnNT IN MISSOURI.-THE FRENCH SETTLE STE. GENEVIEVE I~ 1735.-ITS 
INUNDATION IN 1785.-NEW :BOURBON.-RENAULT'S SEARCHES l!'OR GOLD AND SILVER. 

·while all historians agree, we believe, as to the place of the :first 
permanent settlements in the territory now known as the State of 
Missouri-to-wit: that they were made at Ste. Genevieve and New 
BoUl'bon,-there is an embarrassing conflict of authority as to the date 
of them. Mr. Lewis C. Beek fixe:s them in his Gazetteer, published in 
1823, page 214, in the autumn of 1763, while others believe them to have 
occurred at an earlier period. 

For example: A letter from Hon. Gustavus St. Gem, dated Ste. 
Genevieve, Mo., September 18th, 1873, and addressed to the writer of 
this "Sketch," says : 

"I find, in looking over the old papers of my grandfather, in possession of my sister, 
Mrs. Menard, and carefully preserved by her as precious family relics, that my great
grandfather purchased of ~fr. Gabo1~:.i a house with lot of. two arpents of land, in the 
'Post of Ste. Genevieve of the Illinois,' on the 29th day of December, 1754, thus show
ing that the town had evidently been settled several, nay, many years before the date of 
his purchase. There is, in my opinion, no correct data, written or of record, f:t.:x:ing the 
-exact time when the place was settled; but we have it here by tradition that the :first 
white inhabitants came over here from Kaskaskia about the year 1735. Kaskaskia was 
then the metropolis of the West, with a population estimated at 6,000 souls. It wits 
from Kaskaskia that Ste. Genevieve, St. Louis, Kahokia, St. Charles, Portage des Sioux 
and other early settlements, for many years obtained their supplies of goods and 
merchandise, and it was the opulent and proud inhabitants of Kaskaskia, who gave the 
derisive names of Misere to Ste. Genevieve, Pain Court (short of bread) to St. Louis, 
Vide Poche (empty pocket) to Carondelet, Pouilleux (lousy) to the people of Kahokia, 
etc. The town or 'post' of Ste. Genevieve was located by its first settlers in the river 
bottom three miles south or south-east of its present site. It was completely inundated 
in 1785, l'annee des grandes eaux, when the inhabitants were driven for safety to the 
elevations, and founded the present town. So the town now dates from the year 1785. 
~ ew Bourbon was settled only after the French revolution of 1780, by Royalists who fled 
from France and exiled themselves at this place two miles south of Ste. Genevieve, and 
called their settlement New Bourbon, after that detestable dynasty which kept France 
under an iron rule and crushing tyranny for so many long centuries. But the place 
never thrived, and, like the Bourbons, there is nothing left of it except a few land
marks. The settlers of New Bourbon were Camille Delassus and Mr. Demunn, of the 
ancienne noblesse." 

Whether the first settlement at Ste. Genevieve be fixed at the tradi
tional period of 1735 or at a later date, it is unquestionably true that it 
was made in the interest of gold and silver mining, and long before the 
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purchase of Louisiana. As early as 1720, Renault, a son of a celebrated 
iron founder of France, established himself at Fort Chartres, about ten 
or fifteen miles above Ste. Genevieve, on the opposite hank of the 
Mississippi. He left France in 1719, with two hundred artificers and 
miners provided with tools and whatever else was necessary to accom
plish his object. In his passage he touched at the Island of St. Domingo 
and purchased :five hundred slaves for working the mines; and, entering 
the Mississippi, pursued his voyage up that river to New Orleans, which 
he reached some time in 1720, and soon afterward proceeded on his way 
to Fort Chartres. From this point he dispatched parties of miners to 
"prospect" for the precious metals, and they erossed the river to the 
west hank aud explored what i:;; now Ste. Genevieve County. These 
expeditions were prosecuted with great diligence, as is proven by the 
fact that many of Renault's old mines, overgrown with trees and covered 
with moss, have heen since discovered. 

Failing to :find either gold or silver, as all previous explorers hatl 
failed, bnt discovering lead ore in abundance, he established rude 
furnaces for smelting it, and conveyed it on pack horses to Fort Chartres, 
thence to France via New Orleans in boats. 

In 1785, about twenty years after the founding of St. Louis, the great 
flood destroyed the old town or "post" of Ste. Genevieve, and the site 
of the present town was established. After this was done, the new 
town experienced a large influx of population from the east side of the 
Mississippi, and it became a very important village. 



CHAP'l'gH V. 

LACLEDE.-S·r. LOUIS.-" TllE LOUISIANA 1ru1t COMl'\NY.''-r .. wt.l~lfl'! n·s MA!'!'ri>:n R:rrtU'l'.
Hrs EXPEDITION FROM NEW 0Rr.EAN8IN17tl3.-8'!'Jt. G1nN11wmv1cr l•'<>ll'l' l>IC CUAR"J'It!CS. 
-A DESCIUPTION.-DISCOVIIlltY BY LACI.rmm, IN lifl•i, (}!<' 'l'lll~ Sl'l'M 01.~ S·r. l.<HJIS.·
EXTRACTS FIWM AN ADD!tF.SS 011 HON. WH,RON l'mM!lf,-l,ACl.1'1>l~'R l>F.ATtr AN!! J3tlltIAl,. 
-WHA'l' A BUBBLE IS FAMJU! 

The prediction is not unfrcqucnt that St. Louis i1:1 <kstino<l to become 
the great city of the continent. Cm'tninly it is ut thi1-1 timo tho great 
commercial aud manufacturing metropolis of' tho l\lississippi V nlIPy, mid 
in the enjoyment of adv11nt11ges of g(.mgrnphicnl positiou and <111!\•rprii;o 
which secure it a proutl futuro. 

From whatever point of viow it may he contmnplntPd St,. Louis lats ll. 
marvelous history. Mn ch of it lat:; been writ.Je11 ; ll\U('h of it. r1mutit1s 
to be written. Heplete as it is with thril1iu~ iut<•nrnt from tho <mdim1t 
period of its existence to tho pro!HHlt time, nml 01nl1rn.dog <W<mt,i;, tm
dit.ions and remini::;cences suiiioiont of t,honHidvrn-1 to fill a volumo, the 
limits of this Sketch C()tnpol tlrn omit:18io11 of mm:h tH'OlH\l'ly lwlouging to 
its histo1·y. 

St. Louis was founded by :Pien·e J,acJedt1 Lig1wHt, or 1u,1 ho la most 
commonly called, Pierre Liguost L1wlo1fo, 011 th<l l lhh of l•'plmmry, 1 7 tl4. 
Mr. Elihu H. Shepartl, in his "History of :-it. lJoUil'l," 11HJH ho " wa'I horn 
in Bion, France, near tho bnso of t.ho PyrmWNl Mmrntuiirn, tho li1H;l 
between Frnnce and Spain, in tlw ymu- 17).),•4,. 1 h' Wllli allout; tivo foct 
eleven inches in height, of vory dark eomploxion, had hlnck, piul'cing u1u.1 
expressive eyes, a large nose and expnm1ivci fi.ll'tdwud." Ahm tlmt u he 
was a merchant of no ordinary mind. Otlwts havo tw1p1ii•Nl vnsily lnrgcr 
estates, but no one has exc<llkd him iu rnu1hing forward c<nrnuuroifll 
enterprises in person, and planting the soocl of n cit:y in 11wre fi•i·tile soil, 
and cultivating it with grcnter suceoss. His Herntiniziug <•yo and so1md 
judgment directed hini to the point on t;lw hlonk of Main street, ill front 
of the spot where the Morchants' Exchango was aft.orw1trds lurnit.ed, ns 
the best place to sell goods 011 the woat sitlo of the MisBissippi, in 17H4. 
More than a century has since olapirnd, and it ii; tho htHlt plaoo yot;. On 
this celebrated block, on whieh Bnrnum;s Hotel now stmul~, nnd on 
which other elegant structures unito to <:ovor tho whofo hlock, Mr. 
Laclede erected bis dwelling house and store. Ho foft, 11. ho!'lt c>f friends 
to lament his loss, speak his praise, nud oujoy his lubor1:1: hut no widow 
to shed a tear, or child to inherit his pr()pel't.y or his mime. His history 
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while in Missouri, however, lives, and must live as long as the city he 

founded retains its name." 
During the year 1763, Laclede obtained from M. D' Abbadie, then 

Director-General as well as civil and military commander of Louisiana, 

a monopoly of the "fm· trade with the Indians of Missoul'i and those 

west of the Mis'lissippi above the Missoui'i, as far north as the river St. 

Peters." This company was organized as the firm of Laclede, Muxent 

& Co., but was popularly known as "The Louisiana Fur Company." 

Its leading object was the prosecution of the traffic in furs, then 

believed to promise very large rewards. With a view of accomplishing 

the designs of the Company, an expedition under the leadership of 

Laclede, was organized in New Orleans, for the purpose of establishing 

a permanent trading post at some point north of the then existing 

settlements. This expedition, accompanied by a little band of trappers, 

mechanics and hunters, left New Orleans in rude and clumsy boats, on 

the third day of August, 1763, and proceeded on their weary way up 

the river. Three months afterwards-November 3d-they reached Ste. 

Genevieve, then a place of cousiderable importance, where they hoped 

to find temporary accommodations for themselves, and houses in which to 

store their goods. 
Louis XV had already signed the treaty of peace by which was ceded 

to Great Britain the immense region comprising what are now the two 

Canadas, the great watery expanse of the Northern Lakes, and the rich 

domains of Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, and East Louis

iana to the Gulf of Mexico. 
The Mississippi river thus became the boundary between the French 

and British possessions, with its navigation declared free to the two 

nations. At this time the French establishments were principally on the 

east side of the river. The little village of Ste. Genevieve alone was on 

the western side; and in this Mr. Laclede could scarcely :find a house of 

sufficient size to store a fourth of his cargo . 
.Moreover, M. D' Abadie, the Director-General of Louisiana, had re

ceived orders to deliver up the territory on the east side of the river to 

Great Britain, so that the British authorities might be expected at any 

moment to take possession of it. In the midst of these difficulties, 

Laclede was greatly relieved by the offer of M. Villiers, the commander 

of Fort de Chartres, to allow him the use of it until its surrender. He 

gladly accepted the offer, and lost no time in apportioning his men and 

distributing his flotilla along the river, so as to render them most effective 

either for defense or trade. 
10 
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At th.is period the French Colony, established sixty years before in 
Illinois, was in a prosperous condition, Fort Chartres being its seat of 
power. This fort was originally built by the French in 1720, for -defense 
against the Spaniards, and in 17 56 was rebuilt in view of hostilities 

. between England and France for the possession of the country on the 
Ohio. It was less than a mile from the Mississippi river, on the east or 
Illinois shore of that river and about :fifteen miles above Ste. Genevieve ; 
and possessed every convenience for officers and men, as well as maga
zines for munitions and stores. 

It was an irregular quadrangle, the sides of the exterior polygon being 
490 feet in length. The walls, which were of stone, were two feet two 
inches thick, and at proper intervals were pierced with loop and port
holes for small arms and cannon. In tmth at that time it was the best 
built and most convenient fort in North AmeriCa. 

By gradual encrpachments the.Mississippi river, many years previously, 
reached and undermined the west wall ; while those portions . which 
escaped inundation were removed by the . inhabitants of Kaskaskia, a . 
town on the river below and nearly opposite Ste. Genevieve, for building 
purposes. More than twenty years ago trees three feet in diameter stood 
on the site of the for~now a ruin in the midst of a dense forest. 1 

In an address delivered by Hon. Wilson Primm, in St. Louis, on the 
15th of February, 184 7, at an anniversary celebration of the founding 
of that city, he said : 

"Fort de Ohartres, one of the chain of military posts established by France upon the 
line of her frontier, was SUITendered to the English as early as the year 1765, some two 
years after the treaty, and some seventeen months after the foundation of St. J..ionis. In 
the meantime, and until 1768, the province of Louisiana, which really belonged to Spain, 
remained under French laws and French jurisdiction. Fort de Chartres, established in 
the American Bottom, a short distance above Kaskaskia, was gani.soned by French 
troops, and had become to the Province of Upper Louisiana, a nucleus, around which, 
under the protection of the French Government, numerous villages and settlernents, on 
both sides of the Mississippi, had sprung into existence. 

"St • .Aiiue de Belle Rive was the French commander at Fort d'6 Chartres, and surren
dered it to Capt. Stirling, who had been appointed to takEl possession of it. This trans
fer of possession from the French to the English control, was not pleasant to a race of 
men whose tastes, habits, religion and feelings, were so much at .war with those . of their 
new master; and it is not a matter of surprise that the descendants of those who battied 
against the British Crown, in ma11y a well-fought field, should ieave their altars ahd 
firesides, and seek, as they did, upon the western side. of the river, an abiding place 
where naught should i·ecall to their minds the idea of subjection to a national. if i~ot a 
natural foe. 

i "Annals of the West," pp. 688-90. 
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"It was during this state of the political and social aspect of the country, and whilst 

France was de facto governing the Province of Louisiana, that the :first movement was 

made which resulted in the establishrnent of St. Louis. In 1762, l\1r. D' Abadie was Director 

General and Civil and Military Commandant of the Province of Louisiana under the 

French Government. Invested with powers of almost a vice-regal character, he hnd 

control in J,ouisiana of all that pertained to governmental functions. The upper 

portion of Louisiana was but little known, its vast resources were unexplored; hut to 

enterprising rnen, there was enough known to warrant an undertaking such as the 

Founder of St. Louis originatecl. 
"The lead trade, which wa~ mostly concentrated at Ste. Genevieve, and the commerce 

in oils and peltries, which was in a me:1sure monopolized by the neighboring small 

settlements and villages, still left abundant room for the development of the resources 

and capabilities of the upper Missonri and Mississippi rivers, and the countries border

ing upon them. 
"In Pierre Lignest Laclede was found a combination of the qualities which were 

required for such an undertaking. But we are leit to deplore that, in the history of such 

a man, we can only start with the record of an act eventful in our annals, and say that 

at a :fitting time, he had been sent forth as the moving cause of great and wonderful 

results. It was in view of the productive capacities and the· resources of Occidental 

Louisiana, or rather of the Illinois, as this region was then called, that Laclede obtained 

from Mr. D'Abadie, in behalf of himself and others, the exclusive privilege, and the 

'necessary powers to trade with the Indians of the Missouri and those west of tl\e 

Mississippi, a hove the Missouri, as far north as the river St. Peters.' 

"In the beginning of February, l 7G4, Laclede left the Fort de Chartres for bis point 

Qf destination, taking with him the men whom he had brought from New Orleans, a fe• 

from Ste. Genevieve, and some from the Fort and· its neighborhood. On his ront 

passing through the town of Kahokfa, then called 'Noti'e Dame des Kahokias,' he engag1 

several families to go with him to his proposed establishment. 

"On the 15th of February, 17G4, Laclede and his party landed at the spot now occupie1 

by our city, and proceeded to cut down trees and drnw the lines of a town, which ht 

named.St. Louis, in honor of Louis XV, of France, a town which subsequently became 

the capital of Upper J,ouisiana and which is now the commercial capital of Missouri. 

"I can not, in justice to my audience, and on such an occasion, speak of the physical 

aspect of the country more than to say that St. Louis was then a wilderness, tenanted 

by the prowlers of the forest and surrouncled by untutored and savage bands of Inclians, 

and that for long afterwards, the beasts of the forest afforded nourishment, and rude 

huts on the grouncl and scaffoldings in the trees afforded shelter a11d protection, to the 

generous and daring people who first exposed the bosom of our soil to the ge11ial influ

ences of social industry. 
"In the year 1765, the Fort de Chartres was nbandoned by the French troops, osten

sibly because of the unhealthiness of its position, but really, because of its surrender to 

Captain Stirling, under the provisions of the 'l'reaty of Paris. 

"Mr. St. Ange de Belle Rive, the French commander of that fort, npon the surrender, 

removed with his ofiicers and troops to St. Louis on the 17th of July, 1755; and from 

that time, henceforth, the new establishment was considered as the capital of Upper 

Louisiana. Immediately upon his arrival, St . .Ange assumed the reins of government. 

Whence he derived his authority is unknown, for Mr. D'Abadie, about that time, had 

died, and his functions were exercised by Mr. Aubry, at New Orleans. The inhabitants 

of St. Louis submitted to his authority without a murmur, for they had always been 

accustomed to the mild and liberal policy of the French power; and even then, perhaps, 

the secret of their transfer to Spain had been studiously concealed from them. 



148 HISTORY OF MISSOURI. 

"The mildness of the form of government, the liberal spirit "?<ith which grants of 
valuable lands were made, in connection with the advantages which the trade of the 
country presented, soon attracted immigration from the Canadas and Lower Louisiana. 
Settlements were formed along the Missouri and Mississippi rivers; and as early as 1767, 
Vide Poche, afterwards called Oarondelet, in honor of the Baron de Carondelet, was 
founded by Delor de Tregette. In 1776, Florissant, afterwards called St. Ferdinand, in 
honor of the King of Spain, was founded by Beaurosier Dunegant; and in 1769, Les 
Petites Cotes, now St. Charles, was establised by Blanchette Chasseur; and numerous 
other small settlements sprang up on the borders of the two rive.rs before named, and in 
the interior of the country." 1 

Nearly two years after the Declaration of American Independence; 
that is, on June 20, 1778, and on his return from a business trip to New 
Orleans, Laclede died at the mouth of the Arkansas river, aged :fifty
four years, and was there buried. 2 His grave has, 110 doubt, long since 
been washed into the river. After Laclede's death his residence became 
the propertx of the late Col. Auguste Chouteau, who enlarged the house 
and beautified the grounds, making them the admiration of strangers and 
the .Pride of citizens. This historic mansion was pulled down, and the 

1 The following beautiful and approp1iate ode, written by John P. Shannon, Esq., and 
freely distributed among the people on the occasion of the anniversary celebration at 
which Judge P1imm's address was delivered, deserves a place in history: 

Through forest arches-ancient woods- Their souls on angels' pinions borne 
Breaoting the hurrying river's fioods, Might, in the dark and dusk-bro wed Even, 
Long time agone, a venturous crew Like perfume, be exhuled in Heaven. 
Paddled their dancing birrh canoe, * * * * * 
From forest aisle-from hill and dell, Lo, now! where rolls that rushing fiood, 
Their welcome was the sa,•age yell, And where the dim nncl shallow wood 
That told of tales of slaus-hter rife, Once twined its summer swaying arms, 
The tomahawk and scalping knife- ' .lllid ~pring time bloom and winter storms, 
The sudden shout-the wild surprise- A city rears its stately head-
The dusky forms and gleaming eyes, A fitting tribute to the dear!: 
That from the bank, the grove, the bush, A monument, on which we read 
Came like the lightning's deadly rush, The daring of the great LACLEDE, 
Telling of bloody scenes to be, Who, with a small but gallant band, 
Ere the red man bowed or bent the knee, Like brothers, voyagecl hand in hand-
How the lone mother's straining ear, Stemmed the wild river's virgin swell 
In those gone days, was bent to hear With manly arms aucl stout" cordelle;" 
The husband's step, who, all day long, And in its cradle r<>cked the child, 
With hardy foot and sinews strong, Since grown a giant, stout and wild. 
Tracked through the woody plains the bear, * * * * * * 
The butfalo, and fierce cougar! Three cheers, then, for the Pioneer! 
The brother. sister, child and sire No heart to whom his fame is dear, 
Watched long and well the signal fire, Will <!are refuse this humble meed-
With beating hearts-for, ere the morn, "All honor to our sire, LACLEDE!" 

2 The spot where Laclede was buried is.about 200 yards back from the west bank of the 
Mississippi river, on the second bench, so-called, just above the town of Napoleon, in 
a deep, heavy grove of timber, in a light sandy soil, and on that account the place be
came a famous grave yard for sixty or seventy years. rrhere is no stone to distinguish 
one grave from another; Laclede's grave, therefore, cannot be identified. No doubt, 
moreover, it was long since washed into the Mississippi river.-[HON. J. F. DARBY o:f 
St. Louis. 
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magnificent garden divided into city lots, more than thirty-five years ago; 

October, 1841. 

It will not be unprofitable to pause at this point and contemplat~ the 

remarkable fate of the discoverers of the Mississippi and of the founder 

of St. Louis-men whose names are historic and immortal. .And yet 

behold their last resting places. There is a melancholy romance about 

them all .. No monumental marble or column of brass or even the rudest 

head-stone bears testimony that "here lies " the distinguished of earth. 

DeSoto, a comrade of Pizarro and one of the conquerors of Peru, a man, 

of immense wealth, and the first European whose eyes ever gazed upon 

the mightiest river of the continent, was stealthily buried at midnight 

in its waters. Marquette, after returning from his expedition to dis

cover the Upper Mississippi, having been nearly exhausted by the great 

hardships of his voyage, remained to recuperate his health at the mission 

of St. Francis Xavier, on Green Bay, until September, 1674. Partially 

recovering, he went upon his mission among the Illinois Indians 

but being again taken ill on his way, was compelled to spend tl 

winter in a misernble open cabin on the Chicago river. Sufficient 

recovering, in the spring of 1675 he proceeded to his mission. Afte. 

wards, retuming along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, he becam1 

-0onscious that death was at hand. Observing an eminence near the 

mouth of a small river, he caused his companions to land, and there, on. 

that desert coast, May 18, 1675, but thirty-eight years of age, he ended 

his last expedition and was buried. Two years afterwards, the Indians 

<lisinterred his bones, and placing them in a rude box of bireh bark, 

brought them, convoyed by over twenty canoes, to Mackinaw and 

reintcrred them in the middle of the Mission Church. The missionaries 

abandoned that post in 1706, burning down their church. Another was 

afterward. erected on its site, but that, too, has disappeared. It is not 

known what became of the bones of Marquette; and thus the last resting

place of the discoverer of the Upper Mississippi is now as unknown as 

that of his fore-runn0r in its exploration, the gallant De Soto, whose 

corpse was buried in its southern waters . 
.And Joliet, the companion of Marquette in all his. great and singular 

perils and successes, what of him? After· his return he seems to have 

fallen back into his original obscurity, and became again a trader with 

the Indians. The French Government rewarded his services by the gift 

-of the island of Anticosti, and all that is. known of him is that after 
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various vicissitudes of fortune he died, as it is vaguely expressed, "some 
years prior to 1737 ." 

No less melancholy was the fate of Laclede, whose name is rendered . 
immortal by the founding of St. Louis. Buried in a common graveyard 
at the mouth of the Arkansas, with no stone to distinguish the place of 
his sleeping dust from the graves of others, his bones long since were 
invaded by the insidious currents of the Mississippi on whose banks he 
founded one of the great cities of the continent, and were w~shed into 
that stream to join the remains of its great discoverer. 

Some Early Inhabitants 



CHAPTER VI. 

ST. ;ours DI 1765 TO 1778.- Lour~ ST. ANGE DE IlELLE Rrv:E :MovEs IIrs G.mRISO::<! FROM' 

ORT CHARTRES TO ST. Locn;.-Is MADE GOVER:\01!.-PONTIAC; HIS Vrsrr, ASSASSI

NATION AND BURIAL.-TER:\!INATJON OF F!tENCH Al'THORITY.-ARR!YAL o;· DON 

PEDRO PIERNAS AND ESTABLISHll!E..'(T OF SPA:"IS!I Rl'.LE.-DEATl! o~· ST. A.SGE.

FR.'-NCISCO CRUZA.T.-DON FmrnrNANDO LEYBA.-DKHH OF LACLEDE.-SAL.E o~· Hrs 

PROPERTY. 

Events of thrilling interest occurred in the early history of St. Louis. 

In order to rescue some of the most important of them from oblivion, 

and to perpetuate them in enduring form, we resume in this chapter the 

historical thread at the l)Oint of time where it is abandoned bv Judo-e 

Primm's address. 
- 0 

After the surrender, in 1765, of :Fort Chartres to Capt. Stirling, by 

Louis St. Ange de Belle Rive, the latter moved his small garrison of 

troops to St. Louis, the recognized capital of upper Louisiana. Regard

ing him as a gentleman of great personal wo1ih, and an officer of sound 

discretion and justice, the people of St. Louis, in some form orf expres

sion, designated him as their governing head. "\Vnence the authority 

thus to distinguish him, his tenure of office, and duties, are unknown ; 

certain it is, however, their confidence was not misplaced, for he admin

istered the responsible trust with wisdom and success. There can also 

be no doubt that he acted with the approbation of :M. Aubry, Command

ant-General of :New Orleans, and that officer delegated to him the 

authority to make grants of the royal domain, hoping for the retro

cession of the country to France, when the grants would he leg-alized by 

confirmation. Grants of bud were accordingly made-among them, two 

to Laclede, August 11, 1766-ancl recorded in a book called Livre 

Te1Tien. These embraced the block on which Barnum's Hotel now 

stands, and the other tho tract on which the old .Chouteau stone mill 

stood until it was pulled dmvn. 

St. Ange was . an imeterate enemy of' the English and of English 

domination, and a warm friend of Pontiac, the great chief of the Ottawas 

and the "big brave" of "\Yestern savages. Indeed, the French, iu all 

their efforts at settlement and colonization in the northern and western 

interior of the continent, made efforts to conciliate the Indians, and gave 

evidence of superior powers in this direction. Their habits of lifo and 

thought; their free and easy m:.umers, vivacity of spirit mld fondness 

for display, qualified them for assimifating with the Indians tmd made 

them favorites among them. 
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About the time of the founding of St. Louis the fame of Pontiac was 
at its climax. His name was on every tongue, and was as familiar 
from the Mississippi to the Atlantic and .along the Northern Lakes 
as the 1 name of any of the great captains and statesmen of our own 
day. His prowess in war and distinguished natural abilities enabled 

·him to form a confederation of many of the Indian tribes of the vVest to 
resist the encroachments of the English. This fact, together with the 
distinction he won in the ambuscade and defeat of Braddock near Pitts
burg ( 1755) , and the massacre at Michilimackinak, invested bis name 
with a romance which excited everywhere intense curiosity to behold the 
great chieftain. 

During the reign of St. Ange, and in the year 1769, this curiosity was 
gratified so far as it existed among the inhabitants of St. L~uis. In 
response to an urgent invitation from his old friend, St. Ange, the great 
Ottawa chieftain made him a visit and was received with every mark of 

. respect. He was invited to share his quartei:s at the house of Madame 
Chouteau, where the principal citizens of the town met him and wel-
comed him warmly again and again. 

About this time it became evident that all his plans of warfare, well
matured and flattering as they seemed in their inception, and supported 
by one of the mos~ powerful nations of Europe, had collapsed. His 
allies aJ11ong the Indian tribes had forsaken him, and his most trusted 
friends among the French counseled him to bury the tomahawk and go 
to war no J?.Ore. Crushed in spirit by insupportable disappointment, 
Pontiac sought to drown his sorrows as other great 'minds, civilized and 
savage, had often attempted to drown theirs-in strong drink. Debauch 
after debauch followed. In spite of the kind entreaties of his old friend 
St. Ange, Pontiac persisted in drunkenness. He had fallen to rise no 
more. 

Very soon he mad_e a visit to Cahokia, dressed in his richest robes and 
adorned with eagle's feathers and sparkling beads. The observed of all 
observers, he was received warmly. Stupefied by whiskey, he :finally 
wandered unobserved into a thicket near the village, where he was assass
inated by a Kaskaskia Indian, at the instigation of an English trader, the 
consideration paid being a barrel of whiskey. His remains were brought to 
St. Louis by St. Ange, and with much pomp and military display were 
buried near the tower at the intersection of Walnut and Fourth streets, 
where they yet rest--tradition itself not being able to point out the pr~ 
cise spot. Reposing near them is also the sleeping dust of his dear 
friend St. Ange de Belle Rive, without a slab or epitaph to mark the place 
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of its sepulture. Houses are built where both were buried, and but few 
even among the best read know that these remains repose in the midst 
of the great city. 1 

i:3carcely had the excitement occasioned by the tragic death of Pontiac 
subsided before intelligence of the arrival at New Orleans of Don 
Alexander O'Reilly reached St. Louis, producing a thrill of horror. 
O'Reilly had been made Commandant-General of Louisiana, and landed 
at New Orleans with three thousand men to enforce his authority. After 
suppressing threatened resistance to his landing, and executing several 
of the ringleaders of the meditated revolt and imprisoning others, he 
proclaimed the supremacy of the Government of Spain in New Orleans 
and extended the Spanish authority to Upper Louisiana. The latter was 
accomplished by sending to St. Louis, in 1770, Lieutenant-Governor Don 
Pedro Piernas, to whom St. Ange delivered possession of the country. 
Notwithstanding the French inhabitants trembled for their safety and peace 
on the accession of Picrnas, and shed tears when they saw the French 
flag lowered and the flag of Spain take its place, the mild and prude11 
sway of the new Governor soon reconciled them to the change. Governo 
Piernas remained in power for five years, at the end of which time h€ 
left for New Orleans amid the tears and benedictions of the people. 

Dnring his stay, he and St. Ange sustained towards each other the 
most amicable and confidential relations. He appointed St. Ange a 
captain of infantry, appointed a surveyor ( Martin Duralde) to establish 
the bouncfaries of all his land grants, and in a public manner confirmed 
them, that they might not rest upon a precarious tenure. In Septem
ber, 1774, St. Ange died at his quarters at Madame Chouteau's house, 
then situated on the block between Chestnut and Market ancl Main and 
Second streets. Before dying, he made his will in which was shown 
that his ruling passion, honesty, was strong in death.' Declaring him
self a good Catholic, and commending his soul "to God, the blessed 
Virgin, and to the saints of the Celesti:1l Court," he appointed his friend, 
Pierre Liguest Laclede, his executor-directing in his will tha,t the bill 
for his board should be pa.id to Madame Chouteau; that he owed for 
twenty-five cords of wood, and an account at his tailors. He also 
ordered that masses be said for the repose of his soul, and that five 
hundred livres he paid out of his estate to the Catholic Church. 

Piernas was succeeded, in 1775, by Francisco Cruzat. He made a 
mild and amiable Governor, followed very much the policy of his prede-

1 Elihu H. Shepard's "Early History of St. Louis,'' p. 18. 
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cessor, and lived in the same house-one of the :first built in St. Louis
situated on the corner of Main and Walnut, and belonging to Laclede. 

Cruzat's successor was a drunken, avaricious, feeble-minded Spaniard, 
by the name of Don Ferdinando Leyba, who came to St. Louis in 1778. 
During the early part of his administration the sad news of Laclede s death 
reached St. Louis, occasioning universal regret. Antoine Maxent, his 
partner, holding a high appointment in New Orleans, under the King of 
Spain; by showing claims upon Laclede for a great amount, got posses
sion of his large landed and personal property, the most of which was 
sold for an insignificant sum at the church door, according to the usages 
of the times. The whole square where Barnum's Hotel now stands was 
a small portion of his large property, and was the heart of the little 
town. It was sold for three thousand dollars, Auguste Chouteau heing 
the purchaser; and some years afterward was ·built upon it the celebrated 
Chouteau Mansion, which at one time was the palace of the town. The 
sale took place in 1779. 



CHAPTER VII. 

ST. LOUIS IN 1778 TO 1800.-THE VILLAGE FORTIFIED BY A WALL OF BRU.~H AND CLAY.
ATTACK OF BRITISH AND INDIANS.-TRAITOROUS CONDUCT OF LEYBA. -Hrs DEATH.
FRANCISCO CIWZA'l' AGAIN APPOINTED GOVERNOR.-NEW AND STRONGER FORTIFICATIONS 
EimCTED.-MAP 01~ ST. Lours AS IT WAS IN 1780.-Trm GREAT FLOOD OF 1785.-MICHAEL 
PEirnz.-ZEl\ON TIWDEAU.-CENSUS OF 1799.-LAND GRANTS. 

During the administration of Leyba ( 177 8) war was declared between 
Great Britn,in and her American colonies. The Indians were incited to 
hostilities and became allies of the English, and throughout the Western 
country the colonies suffered all the horrors of a savage warfare. Spain 
sympathized with the colonies, a circumstance which caused the inhab
itants of St. Louis to dread an attack from the barbarous tribes of 
Indians by whom they were surrounded. Col. George Rogers Clark, 
under the authority of Virginia, captured the settlements of Cahokia, 
Kaskaskia and other villages near St. Louis, and early in 1779 started on 
an expedition against St. Vincents (now Vincennes) on the Wabash, then 
held by the English under Lieut. Governor Henry Hamilton, from 
Detroit. The post wn,s captured and its commander taken prisoner. 

Alarming rumors becoming prevalent that an attack on St. Louis was 
meditated by the British at Michilimuckinack, attention was directed to 
the defenseless condition of the town and efforts were at once made to 
fortify it. Therefore a wttll of brush and clay, five foet in height, with 
three gates for ingress and egress, was built encircling the town, the 
extremes· terminating at the river. They also built a small fo1t, called 
La '1.'ow-, which nftcrwards was used for a prison, and was located on 
Fourth street near Walnut. At each of the gt1tes a piece of ordnance 
was stationed nnd kept in constant readiness for use. 

After the eompletion of the rude and hastily-built fortifications nothing 
for months was heard of an attack. Winter came and passed without 
indications of hostilities. But these peaceable appearances were decep
tive, for the sequel showed that preparations for the meditated blow were 
secretly in progress. Inspired by Canadians in the employment of fur 
traders and under the leadership of the British officer in command of 
Fort Michilimackinac, numero'us bands of Indians, composed of Ojibways, 
Winnebagos, Sioux, and other 'tribes, numbering in all nearly 1500, had 
gathered on the eastern shore of the river, a little above St. Louis, and 
arrangements were consummated for it general attack on the settlement 
on the 26th of May. 
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The duy previous-May 25, 1780-was the festival of Corpus Christi, 
which was celebrated by the Catholic inhabitants with religious ceremonies 
and rejoicing, and a large number of the citizens left the inclosure of the 
town and SC<tttered ab,.mt the prairie-men, women and children-gath
ering strawbenies. A portion of the Indinns crossed the river on that 
day, but fortunately did not make the attack. On the following day, the 
whole opposing force silently glided across the river and landed in that 
portion of it now called "Bremen." They then took a circuitous course 
back of the village, hoping to :find some of the inhabitants at work in 
their fields. Near where the Fair Grounds are now situated, they 
-0ame to what was, and is yet, known as "Cardinal Spring" and surprised 
two Frenchmen, one after whom the spring was called, and John Biiptiste 
Riviere. Cardinal was killed and Riviere was taken prisoner and carried 
to Chicago. The few other citizens outside the fortifications, seeing the 
approach of the Indians, hastily retreated towards the upper gate, which 
course led them nearly through a portion of the hostile force. Rapid 
volleys were fired at the fleeing citizens, and the reports speedily spread 
the alarm in the town. Arms were hastily seized, and the men rushed 
bravely towards the wall, opening the gate to their defenseless comrndes. 
There was a body of militia in the town from Ste. Genevieve, which had 
been sent up, under the command of Silvia Francisco Cartabona, some 
time before, when the appr~hension of an attack prevailed. This com
pany, however, behaved shamefully, and did not participate in the defense, 
many of them concealing themselves in the houses while the fight was in 
progress. The Indians approached the line of defense rapidly, aud when 
at a short distance, opened an irregular fire, to which the inhabitants 
responded with light arms and discharges of grape-shot from their pieces 
of artillery. The resistance made was energetic and resolute, and the 
savage assailants seeing the strength of the fortifications and dismayed 
by the artillery, to which they were unaccustomed, :finally retired, and 
the fight came to a close. ·when they had left the vicinity, search was 
made for the bodies of the citizens who had been killed on the prairie, 
and between twenty and thirty lives were ascertained to have been lost. 
Several old men and women were among the victims, and all the bodies 
had been horribly mutilated by their murderers.I 

During the attack, Governor Leyba so conducted himself as to satisfy 
the people of St. Louis that he was a traitor and a coward. In a state of 
debauch he locked himself in his house and permitted the inhabitants of 

1 See Reavis' "Future Great City." 
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the besieged village to defend themsel'ves as best they could. His treach

erous conduct was reported in full 1 o Galoez, then Governor of Louisiana, 

and Leyba was removed from office and Francisco Cruzat again placed in 

command. Leyba, universally execrated, and his memory covered with 

obloquy and reproach, died the same year of poison administered by his 

own hand. 
After the removal and death of Leyba and until the arrival of his 

successor, Cruzat, the lieutenant of Leyba, one Silvio Francisco Carta

bona, exercised the functions of Lieutenant-General. 

During the administration of Cruzat the town was regularly fortified. 

·To this end he establisheu half a dozen or more stone forts, nearly cir

cular in shape, about fifty feet in diameter and twenty feet high, connected 

by a stout stockade of posts. The fortifications, as extended and im

proved by Cruzat, were quite pretentious for so small a settlement. On 

the river bank, near the spot formel'ly occupied by the Floating Docks,, 

was a stone tower, called the" Half Moon," from its shape, and west

wardly of it, near the present intersection of Broadway and Cherry 

street, was erected a square building called " The Bastion," and south of 

this, on the line of Olive street, a circular stone fort was situated. A 

similar building was built on Walnut street, intended for a fort and 

prison. There wns also a fort near Mill Creek ; and east of this another 

circular fort near the river. The strong stockade of cedar posts con

necting these forts was pierced with loop-holes for small arms. 

A reference to the preceding map of St. Louis, as that village was 

known in 1780, will show the course of the stockade of posts, the situation 

of the forts or towers and bastions, the location and size of Chouteau's 

pond and mill, and other interesting objects.1 The efficiency of this 

well-devised line of defenses was not subjected to the test of another 

attack, for although during the continuance of the Revolutionary war, 

and even after the treaty of peace in 1783, other settlements on 

the Mississippi and Missouri rivers had to contend against the savages, 

St. Louis was not again molested. 

i The author of this History :first saw St. Louis in 1826; has resided in the State ever 

since, and often saw both the pond and mill. The pond (lake it deserved to be called) 

was a beautinl sheet of water of about 100 acres. It has been :filled up gradually, and 

almost all of it since 1863. 'rhe old stone mill was torn down since 1863, and its site is 

now nearly covered by a substantial building of brick, partly sheathed with iron, and used 

for an ice house, and a store for the sale of agricultural machinery and tools. It is about 

300 feet westwardly from the southern half of the Central Market. The railroad grounds, 

tracl,:s 1md sheds adjoin it; and the Union Depot is located partly on the old shore and 

partly on the bed of the pond. 
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The next most notable event, ii! chronological order, in the history 
Qf St. Louis, occurred in 1785, whereby the inhabitants experienced a 
serious alarm and loss of property, owing to a sudden and extraordinary 
rise in the J\Iississippi river. The American Bottom was covered with 
water, and Cahokia aml Kaskaskia were thren.tened with complete inunda
tion by the angry flood. Most of the buildings in St. Louis were then 
situated on :\fain street, and the rise of the waters above the steep banks 
spread general dismay. The flood subsided, however, nearly as rapidly 
as it had risen, averting the necessity of abandoning the houses, which 

· had been commenced. The year received the name of "L'annee des 
Grandes Eaux," or "the year of the great waters." No rise in the 
river equal to this has since occurred, except the great floods of 1844 
and 1851, well remembered by many who will react these pages. 

In the year 1788, Crnzat was succeeded by Mmmel Perez as com
mandant-General of the post of St. Louis and of the West Illinois 
country. His administration embraced a period of five years and was 
very satisfactory to the people, and prosperous. The population of St. 
Louis and neighboring settlements reached nearly 1200, while that of 
Ste. Genevieve was about 800. He brought about a settlement of 
friendly Indians in the vicinity of Cape Girardeau, where he gave them 
a large grant of land. · They consisted of· Shawnees and Delawares, two 
of the most powerful tribes east of the Mississippi river, and the object 
was to oppose through them the Osage Indians, a strong Missouri tribe 
who were constantly making incursions on the young settlements. This 
scheme is said to have operated satisfactorily. 

In 1793, Perez was succeeded by Zenon Trudeau, who also became 
popular, and instituted various measures for the encouragement of immi
grapiori. Trade, the chief of which was the traffic in furs, received a new 
impetus; and in their efforts to increase exchanges with Indian tribes, 
traders became more energetic and daring in their excursions and traveled 
long distances into the interior westward, and forced their rude boats up 
the Missouri never before visited. St. Louis improved in appearance, 
and new and neat buildings began to supplant, in many places, the rude 
log huts of earlier years. 

Trudeau closed his official career in 1798, and was succeeded by 
Charles Dehault Delassus de Delusiere, a Frenchman by birth, but a 
gentleman who had been many years in the service of Spain. One of 

. the many popular measures of his administration 'was the order that a 
census be taken of the Upper Louisiana settlements, from which we 
e:idjract the following, showing the population.of the places named in the 
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year 1799: St. Louis, 925; Carondelet, 184; St. Charles, 875; St. 

Ferdinand, 276; Marius des Liard, 376; Meramec, 115; St. Andrew, 

393; Ste. Genevieve, 949 ; New Bourbon, 560 ; Cape Girardeau, 521 ; 

New Madl'id, 782; Little Meadows, 72. Total, 6,028. Total number 

of whites, 4,948; free colored, 197; slaves, 883. It will be seen from 

these figures that St. Charles then nearly equaled St. Louis in popula

tion, while Ste. Genevieve exceeded it. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

RIUTROC~:SSION Olr LOUISIANA TO FRANCE.-lTS PURCHASE BY THE UNITED STATES.-1800 

.A. No·rABLlC YICAH.-TIUUTY 01! ILDEFONSO.-SPAIN FORCED TO RETROCEDE LOUISIAN. 

TO l<'nANCE.-!'l'S PURCHASE BY nm UNITED STATES.-TR!tATY OF 1803.-CAPT. AMO 

STODDAim.-FmrncH AND SPANISH LAND GRANTS PROTIWTlW BY '!'RE.A.TY, AND AC1. 

01' Co:-m1mss. 

The year 1800 was one of great events in Europe, events of such 

magnitude upon the destiny of nations as to influence the political cur

rents of America. With iron hand of power, guided uy a wily diplo

matic policy, Napoleon Bonaparte, jeafous of the growing importance of 

Spain and England in the new world, forced the former power i~1to the 

treaty of Ildefonso (October 1, 1800) by which she ceded to France all 

her territory known as Louisiana west of the Mississippi, in consideration 

that the Prince of Parma, who was a son-in-law to the King of Spain, 

should be established in Tuscany. 
Accordingly, in July, 1802, the Spanish authorities were directed to 

deliv~r possession to the French commissioners, but the act wtts not con

summated until December 20, lt)03, when M. Laussat on behalf of France, 

was pfaced in control. The supremacy of England on the high seas at 

this period practically prevented France from instituting any possessory 

acts by transferring troops to the newly-acquired territory, and she wisely 

resolved to accept the offer of' the United States and sell the vast terri

tory to that Government. This famous purchase, accomplished during 

the administra,tion of President Jefferson, was formally concluded on the 

30th of April, 1803; and ou the 17th of October of the. same year, 

Congress met to consider the subject, and on the 21st of October ratified 

the treaty. In December following, M. Laussat, who had just received 

control of the Province from the Spanish autho~ities, transferred it to 
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the United States, represeuted at New Orleans for that purpose by Gov
ernor Claiborne and General vYilkinson, the commissioners appointed. 
The sum of money paid by the United States for the territory u,cquired 
was about $15,000,000. 1 The agent of France for receiviug possession 
of Upper Louisiana from the Spanish authorities was Amos Stoddard, a 
captain of artillery in the service of the United States. He arrived in 
St. Louis in ~larch, 1804, and on the 9th of that month Charles Dehault 
Delassus, the Spanish commandant, placed him in possession of the ter
ritory, and on the following day he transferred it to the United States. 

This memorable event created a wide-spread sensation in St. Louis and 
the young towns in the vicinity. l\fost of the people were deeply attached 
to the old Government, and :1lthough they were in sympathy with the 
vigorous Republic which had sprung into existe11ce in the East, and to 
some extent appreciated the promise of its future, yet it w:is with feelings 
of regret and npprehension that they saw the banner of the new Govern
ment unfurled in plnce of the well-known flng of Spain. There were, 
however, many of the citizens of St. Louis who rejoiced ut the transfor, 
and their anticipations of its prosperous influence on their town were 
speedily realized, for business generally became more animated, while 
the population rapidly increased hy an energetic and ingenious class of 
settlers from the East and other points, mostly representatives of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, always the most successful in urging forward the 
prosperity nnd development of a country. 

During the popular administration of Delassus, mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, there was a large influx of immigrants into the 
yjllnges and contiguous settlements of Upper Louisimm. This influx 
was followed by a frenzied spirit of speculation. A mania for land 
grants seized a.11 classes, and every character of device was adopted to 
gratify it. It was not the healthful spirit of industry and of genuine 
progress; and therefore lauds were sought, not for the purpose of culti
vation and improvement, but to realize immense profits by their sale. 
Many were very grasping in their dc·sires and obtained grants for 
innrnmse tracts of the wild domain. For example : J nmes Mackay, for 
a time a Spanish officer, in commnpd at St. CharlPs, obb1ined from 
Dclassus a grant of thirty thouf'and acres; Frnncis Snvier, eight thousand 
eight hundred acres ; Maturin Bouvet, because while working a salt-pit 
the Indians had robbed him of a few inconsiderable articles, twenty 
arpents square. Tvrn large grants were made for distillery purposes, and 

1 See note ou page 87. 
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then a third to supply fuel for the distilleries, after which there was no 
more whiskey imported into the province of Upper Louisiana. Home 
production was equal to home consumption. One of these grants was 
made to Colonel Auguste Chouteau, who built the :first distillery in 
St. Louis. 

Oelassus. at Home. 

It is worthy of remark and remembrance that the French and Spanish 
governments conveyed lands by grants, and never by sales, and with 
certain official formalities (now known among us as "red tape") which 
required months to accomplish. 

From the Mississippi river to New Mexico the country was a wilder
ness of almost boundless extent, and a part of the royal domain. There
fore a grant of a few thousand acres, more or less, was a matter of com
parative indifference; for with such an inexhaustible wealth of territory 
a few thousand acres seemed to the entire body what a grain of sand was 
to the ocean's beach. 

11 
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To determine the metes and bounds of the various grants made, sur
veys extended far into the wilderness in every direction, thus· exposing 
those engaged in them to the attacks of hostile Indians. During one of 
these surveys, Maturin Bouvet, before mentioned as the recipient of a 
grant, ·while accomptwying a surveying party to establish the lines of 
his twenty arpents square west of Ste. Genevieve, was taken prisoner by 
a ·band of O:::iages, subjected to horrid tortures, and then burned at 
the stake. 

Owing in some cases to defective proof of transfer, in others to indef
inite description of the local situ11tion and boundaries, and in others to 
insufficient or doubtful evidence of inhabitation, cultivation or possession, 
these grants, notwithstanding treaty stipulations and acts of Congress 
intended to confirm and quiet titles, have proven a fruitful source of 
protracted and costly litigation. By the treaty between France and the 
United States for the purchase of Louisiana, and ratified by Congress in 
October, 1803, om· Government agreed, in consideration of the territory 
lying west of the Mississippi to the Rocky J\Jountains, to protect each 
inhabitant of the ceded provinces in his property, franchises and religion. 

Congress, in fulfillment of that treaty, on .June 13, 1812, passed an 
act confirming in fee simple, absolute on that <lay, to the inhabitants of 
St. Louis and other villages according to their several rights, "the town 
or village lots, out-lots, common-field lots and commons, in, adjoining 
and belonging to the several towns or villages of Portage des Sioux, 
St. Charles, St. Louis, St. Ferdinand, Village-a-Robert, Carondelet, 
Ste. Genevieve, New Madrid, New Bourbon, Little Prairie and Arkansas 
in the Territory of Missouri, whid1 luts have been inhabited, cultivated 
or possessed prior to the 20th day of December 1803." The courts have 
ruled that under this act it is not necessary that the claimant of an out
lot should have had, either under the French or Spanish authorities, or 
from the United States, any written recognition of his title, or any public 
survey. Its effect was, to confirm to each man what he had lawfully 
possessed under the former Government. By act of January 27, 1831, 
the United States relinquished to the inhabitants of the villages men
tioned, all the right, title and interest of the United States in and to the 
lots confirmed to them by the act of 1812, to .be held by them in full 
property according to their several rights therein. 1 

It is also provided by the act of June 13, 1812, that all town or 
village lots, out-lots or common field lots, included in the surveys 

1 See Brightly's Digest, p. 551. 
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authorized under it, which are uot rightfully owned or claimed by any 
private individuals, or held as commons belonging to such towns or 
"Villages, or that the President of the United States may not think proper 
to receive for military purposes, shall be reserved for the support of 
schools in the respective towns or villages mentioned. And by the act 
of January 27, 1831, the United States relinquished all their right, title 
an.d interest in these school reservations; and provided that they should 
be disposed of, or regulated for said purposes, as directed by the State 
Legislature. 

Many of these towns and villages are now possessed of school funds 
independent of and in addition to the general school funds of the State, 
an.d these laws sh~w from whence they are derived. 

CHAPTER IX. 

MxssOURI AS A DISTRICT UNDER ONITED STATES AUTHORITY, 1804.-AMOS STODDARD St 
CEEDS DELASSUS AT BT. Lours.-" TmmITORY OF ORLEANS."-" DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA. 
-GENERAL JAMES WILKINSON APPOINTED GOVERNOR OF THE LATTER.-VISIT OF AAROl 
BURR.-WILltINSON SUCCEEDED BY CAPTAIN MERRIWETHER LEWIS.-Hrs SUICIDE.
GICNERAL BENJAMIN BOWA!tl> SUCCEEDS HIM.-.A REIGN OF SIX DAYS.-<JAPTAIN 
WILLIAM Cr.ARK .APPOINTED GOVE!tNOR.-FOUR DISTRICTS ESTJ.BLISREI>.-8Tt.TISTICS 
OF PoPULATlON.-ST. Lours.-lNTERESTING FACTS. 

On the 10th of Murch, 1804, Amos Stoddard, a captain of artillery 
in the United States Army, succeeded Delassus, the Spanish Com
mandant at St. Louis; and the authority of the United States in 
Missouri dates from that day. 

On the 26th of Murch, 1804, some two we'eks after Stoddard assumed 
the functions and prerogatives formerly vested in the Spanish Lieutenant
Governor, Congress passed an act di vi cling Louisiana into two parts -
the "Territory of Orleans" (since 1812 the State of Louisiana) and the 
"District of Louisiana,'' the latter popularly known as "Upper Louis
iana." The District of Louisiana embraced all that portion of the old 
Province of Louisiana north of "Hope Encampment," a place on the 
Mississippi river nearly opposite the Chickasaw Bluffs. It therefore 
included the vast extent of country now known as Missouri, Arkansas, 
Iowa and Minnesota, and all the western region to the Pacific Ocean, 
south of the forty-ninth degree of north latitude, not claimed by Spain. 
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The territory now embraced by the State of Missouri being incluclecl 
in the "District of Louisiana" thus defined, Missouri is denominated 
in this chapter, a" District." 

By the act of Congress of March 26, 1804, the executive power of the 
Guvernmeut in the Territory of Indiana was extended over that of 
Loui;;iana, tile Governors and Judges of the former being authorized to 
enact laws for the new District. General ·William He my Harrison, then 
Governor of Indiana, instituted the authority of the United States nncler 
the provisious of this act, his associates being Judges Griffin, Vanderberg 
and Davis. The first courts of justice were held during the ensuing winter 
in the old fort near Fifth and vValnut streets, St. Louis, and were called 
Courts of Common Pleas. On the 3d of March, 1805, by another net of 
Congress the District was regularly organized into the Territory of 
Louisiana, and President .Te:lferson immediately appointed General .lames 
"\Vilkinson, Governor, and Frederick Bates, Secretary. Govemor vVilk
inson, with Judges R. J. Meigs and John B. C. Lucas, of the S11porior 
Court, formed the Legislatul'e of the Territory-quite a snrnll legislative 
body for so large an extent of country. 

The executive offices were in the old Government building on Majn 
treet, near Waluut, just south of the Public Square, culled La .Place 
l' Armes. Here General Wilkinson was visited, in 1805, by Aaron Burr, 

when the latter was planni11g his daring and ambitious con;,; piracy. 
When vVilkinson was appointed, there were in each of the Districts of 
St. Charles, St. Louis, Ste. Genevieve, and Cape Girardeau, a civil and 
military Commandant, as follows: Colonel Meigs for the first, Uolouel 
Hammond for St. Louis, Major Seth Hunt for Ste. Genevieve, and Col
onel T. B. Scott for the last-named place. These officers were superseded 
by the organization of courts, and the names of the districts subscqueutly 
became those of counties. This system of legislation was maintained 
for several years, with occasional changes in officers. 

In 1807 Governor Wilkinson was succeeded in the ~ubernatorial office 
by Captain MerriwetJ;ier Lewis of the celebrated expedition of Lewis and 
Clark. In September, 1809, while passiug through Tennessee on his 
way to Washington on official business, he committed suicide, at the age 
of thirty-five, by shooting himself with a pistol. After his death 
President Madison appointed General Benjamin Howard, of Lexington, 
Kentucky, Governor of the Territory, whose first legislative act was 
signed October 25, 1810, and his last October 31, of the same year. 
Governor Howard resigned his office to accept a Brigadier-Generalship 
of Rangers in the war of 1812, and, after serving with great credit in 
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three campaigns, died in St. Louis, on the 18th of September, 1814. 

Howard County was named in honor of him. 
On the resignation of Governor Howard in 1810, Captain William 

Clark, of the well-known expedition of Lewis and Clark, was appointed 

his succe.ssor. He remained Governor till the admission of the State 

into the Union in 1821, and died in St. Louis in 1838. 

The settled portions of Missouri, for the purposes of local government, 

were divided in 1804 into four districts, as follows: 

1. The district of Cape Gfra1·deau, including all the territory between 

Tywappity Bottom and Apple Creek. In 1804 its population was 1,470 

whites and a few slaves. 
2. The district of St. Genevieve, including all the territory from 

Apple Creek to the Meramec river. Population, 2,350 whites and 520 

slaves. 
3. The district of St. Louis, including all the territory between thr 

Meramec and Missouri rivers. Population, 2,280 whites and 500 slave 

This district contained the villages of St. Louis, Carondelet and E 

l!"'erdinand, (now l!..,lorissant) with several settlements extending into t 

present territory of Franklin County. St. Louis contained ahout 1 

houses and a population of 1,080. Carondelet, between 40 and 50 houst. 

and a small population consisting chiefly of Canadian-French. St. Ferd 

inand, 60 houses. The largest and most populous settlement in tht0 

St. Louis District was near the Missouri river, in the northwestern 

portion of the present county of St. Louis, and was known as 

St. Andrews. 
4. The district of St. Charles, including all the inhabited territory 

between the Missouri and Mississippi rivers. Population, 1,400 whites 

nnd 150 slaves. It contained two villages-St. Charles and Portage-des

Sioux-the inhabitants of which were French creoles and Canadians. 

l!"'emme Osage was a large settlement of Anglo-American families. 

The total population of the district of Louisiana at the period of the 

<:lession in 1803-4 was 10,120-of which 3,760 were French, including a 

few Spanish. families; 5,000 Anglo-Americans and 1,270 blacks, who, 

with very few exceptions, were slaves. 
In the excellent Histol'ical Sketch of Louisiana by Captain Stoddard, 

these statistics of population are given us well as many other. interesting 

particulars of St. Louis at the time of the transfer to the United States. 

According to the same authority, the village (see map) then consisted 

of two lol1g streets running parallel to the river, with a number of others 

intersecting them at right angles. There were some houses, however, 
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on the line of the present Third street, which was known as "La rue des 
Granges," or The Street of Barns. The church building, from which 
Second street then derived its name, was a structure of hewn logs, some
what rude and primitive in appeurnnce. V\'" est of Fourth street there 
was little else but woods and commons, and the Planters' House now 
stands upon a portion of the space then used for pasture. 

There was no post-office, and indeed no need for one, as there were 
no official mails. Goverument boats ran occasionally between New 
Orleans and St. Louis, but there was no regular communication. The 
principal building was the Government house on Main street near 
Walnut. As pe !tries and lead continued to be the chief articles of export, 
the cultivation of the land in the vicinity of the town progressed but 
slowly. There was but one baker in the town, Le Clerc, who lived on 
Main street between Walnut and Elm ; three black~miths : Delosier, 
on Main near Morgan, Rencontre, on Main near Carr, and Valois, 
also on Main near Elm. Dr. Saugrain was the only physician. He lived 
on Second street and owned the property now known as "The People's 
Garden." Two .little French taverns, both on the corners of Main and 
Locust, one kept by Yostic, and the other by Landreville, were the only 
phwes of "entertainment" in the village, and these were chiefly patron
ized by bunters and boatmen. :Merchants were numerous, but they held 
their goods at fabulous prices. Sugar and coffee, when sold at all, 
brought two dollars per pound and everything else in proportion. The 
principal merchants and trnders were August Chontenu, who resided on 
Mnin street between Market and Wal nut ; Pierre Chouteau, who resided 
on the corner of Main and ·washington avenue, and had the whole square 
encircled with a stone wall-( he hud an orchnrd of choice frnits, and his 
house and store were in· one building-the store being the first story and 
the family residence the second); Manuel Lisn, who lived on Second 
street, corner of Spruce, ( u part of the building is now occupied as a 
boarding-house); Labbadie and Sarpy, on Main, between Pine and 
Chestnut; Roubidoux, who lived at the corner of Elm and Maili-( a part 
of the house is still standing) ; and Jacques Clamorg:in, corner of Green 
and Main-the foundry of Gaty, McCune & Co. stands on part of what 
was his property. 

It must not be understood that a merchant at that time approximated 
at all in his business relations to the merchant of to-day. A place 
occupfing but a few feet square would contain all his goods; and, indeed~ 
during the period of the first growth of St. Louis, a merchant kept all 
his goods in a chest or box, which was opened whenever a purchaser 
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First Iron Works In St. Louis, 

would appear. i Sugar, coffee, gunpowder, blankets, paint, spice, salt, 

knives, hatchets, guns, kitchen-ware, hunting-shirts, and every v11riety 

of coarse dry goods, were stored together.1 

A post-office was found to be a necessity for the new people who were 

filling up the co1intry, and one was establic;hed in 1804-Rufus Easton, 

postmaster. The beginning of the new a,ge of St. Louis wns foirly 

innugurated July 12th, 1808, when Mr. Joseph Charless, official printer 

of the Territory, established the Missouri Gazette, the first journal west 

of the Mississippi, ~ sheet nut larger than a royal octavo page, as is 

verified by many fac-simile copies still extant. This journal was the 

1 " Ed wards' Great West," p. 289. 
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germ of the present JJfissouri Republican, one of the largest in circula
tion and most influential journals of the country. 

Ou the 9th of November, 1809, the town of St. Louis was firat incor
porated, upon the petition of two-thirds of the taxable inhabitants and 
under the authority of au Act of the Territory of Louisiana, passed the 
previous year. . 

In 1811, the town is described as containing 1,400 inhabitants, l 
printing office, 12 stores, 2 schools - 1 French and 1 English - and the 
merchandise and imports of the town were valued at about $250,000. 
Peltries, lead and whiskey made a large portion of the c_urrency. During 
the spring of 1811, the first market was built on Cei1ter Square (La 
Place d' Armes), which was between Market and Walnut, Main and the 
river. 

CHAPTER X. 

1803-4-5-6.-LEW!S .AND CL.ARK'S EXPEDITION UP THE MISSOURI, ACROSS THE ROCKY MOUN· 
T.AINS, DOWN THE COLUMBIA. 1'0 THE P.rnurrc OCEAN.-HOMEW.\RD JOURNEY.-Z. M. 
PIKE'S EXPl!JDITION TO THE SOURCES OF THE MISSISSil'PI AND ARKANSAS RIVERS.-Hrs 
RETURN, MILITARY SERVICES A.ND DEATH. 

Very soon after the purchase of Louisiana in 1803, President J e:lferson 
projected un expedition to explore the country from the Mississippi to 
the Pacific Ocean, and recommended to Congress as its commander 
Merriwether Lewis, his private secretary. In company with Captain 
William Clark, of the Ameticun Army, he set out in the summer of 1803, 
and encamped for the winter on the hank of the Mississippi, opposite 
the mouth of the Missouri. Their company 'vas composed of nine young 
men from Kentucky, fourteen soldiers, two Canadian boatmen, an inter
preter, a hunter, and a n0gro servant of Captnin Clark. They had a 
keel-boat, fifty-five feet loug, accompanied hy two open boats, called 
})irogues. Ou the 16th of May, 1804, they left their encampment and 
began their ascent of the Mist:>ouri river. Some twenty miles up the 
river they came to the little French village of St. Charles. Passing the 
mouth of the Osage, the first large teibutary of the Missouri, they pro
ceeded on their journey till they reached the Kansas. Indians of the 
same name occupied its banks; a small tribe, reduced to three hundred 
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warriors, for they had been unable to withstand the fire-arms with which 
their enemies, the Sioux and Iowas,bad been supplied by the European 
traders. Higher up, they came to the great estuary of the Platte, 
coming from sources far in the West, and rolling a more rapid stream 
than the Missouri itself. This river was occupied by considerable tribes 
of Indians : the Pawnees, Ottoes and Kites. Above the Platte, Lewis 
and Clark had a conference with fourteen of the Ottoe and Missouri 
Indians. The grand chief, whose name in English signifies Little Thief, 
was unfortunately absent; but Big Horse, White Horse, and Hospitality, 
held a most amicable conference. 

By the time the expedition reached a point sixteen hundred miles above 
the mouth of the Missouri, at latitude forty-seven, and very near the 
present geographical center of Dakota, the symptoms of winter thick
ened, and Lewis and Clark determined to stop, build a fort and remain 
till spring, when they would be ready to start for the head waters of 
the Missouri, and from thence discover a passage through the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific ocean. They called the fort Fort Mandan, in 
compliment to the Mandan tribe of Indians among whom they now were 

On April 7, 1805, the party left Fort Mandan, thirty-two strong, ir 
six: canoes and two large pirogues. Continuing to ascend the river, ir 
due time they reached the mouth of the Yellowstone, where tbreE> 
uearly equal streams concur; to these were given the names of Jefferson, 
Madison, and Gallatin, then President, Secretary of State, and Secretary 
of the Treasury of the United States. They ascended the Jefferson, the 
northermost of the three, to its source. Having, in Augus't, procured 
horses and a guide from the Shoshone Indians, they traveled through the 
mountains until September 22, when they entered the plains of the 
western slope. On October 7 they embarked in canoes on the Koos
koosy, a left branch of the Columbia, and on November 15 reached the 
mouth of that river, having traveled more than four thousand miles from 
the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri. They passed their third 
winter in an entrenched camp on the south bank of the Columbia. On 
March 23, 1806, they began to reascend the Columbia' on their home
ward journey; and leaving their boats on May 2, they made a difficult 
journey on horseback: across the mountains to the Missouri river, upon 
which 'they re-embarked August 12, and reached St. Louis September 
23, 1806, after an absence of two years and four months. Congress 
made grants of land to the men of the expedition and to thei;· chiefs.1 

1 .American Cyclopedia, Vol. X, p. 386. 
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.Amona the events of 1805 1806 and 1807 are the expeditions of e ' . Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike, who was born in New Jersey rn 
1779. The first, in 1805, to the sources of the Mississippi; and the 
secc'md, in 1806-7, to the sources of the Arknnsas, Knnsas, Platte and 
Pierre Jaune rivers, and into the provinces of New Spain. The 
"journals'' of travel kept by Pike were prepared for the press and 
issued with an atlas of maps and charts, in Philadelphia, in 1810, and 
are exceedingly interesting. In connection with the explorations of 
Lewis and Clark they furnished the first reliable information of the 
resources of Louisiana, and of the value of that purchase. After their 
appearance aU complaints ceased as to the amount paid by the United 
States for that acquisition. 

Lieutenant Pike rose to the rank of Brigadier-General in the war of 
1812, and was killed during the attack upon York (now Toronto) in 
1813. The county of Pike, in this State, was named in honor of him. 

CHAPTER XI. 

1769.-FIRST SETTLEMENTS WEST OF ST. Lours.-ST. CHARLES SETTLED BY BLA.NCIIJG'l"m.
" CO:UMO:-iS." - FORTS.- PORTAGE DES SIOUX. - IN"DIAN INCIDENT.- '1'1on MAMli:LLltS. 
-FE~IME OSAGE, P.ERRUQUE AND OTHER CREEKS.-LOUTRE !SLA.ND.-INDIAN A.T'l'ACK.
W. T. COLE.-ANOTHER ATTACK.-BLOODY FIGHT WITH INDIA.NS,-CAP'l'AlN J.AMltS 
<..!ALLAWAY A..."<D OrHERS KILLED.-.COTE S.t......._S DESSEI.N. 

In 1769, (five years after the founding of St. Louis,) the first settle~ 
ment in what is now St. Charles County, and indeed in all northern 
Missouri, was made. During that year, Blanchette, surnamed "Tho 
Hunter"-Chas&>eur, built his log hut on the hills now occupied by the 
:flourishing city of St. Charles, by which name, however, the place was 
not known till 1784, it being called previous to this Les Petites Cotes 
(Little Hills) . 

Blanchette located St. Charles by the establishment of a military post 
under the authority of the Governor of Upper Louisiana. His house 
was built near a little stream in the upper part of the city, which form
erly bore Blanchette's name, but which is now known as "Factory 
Branch." At this spot was also erected the Government House and 
prison. Blanchette was Commandant until his death, in 1 793, when he 
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was succeeded by Don Carlos Tayon, who resigned in 1802. His 
successor was Don Santiago Mackay, who was also commandant of the 
post of St. Andre, and retained both commands until the change of 
Government in 1803. This post, afterwards called the "District of 
St. Charles," embraced all the territory between the Missouri and 
Mississippi rivers to the Pacific ocean; and this magnificent area, includ
ing at this time a dozen States and Territories, was under the control of 
a single individual, in whom a11 military and civil authority was vested. 
The villagers, many of whom engaged in agricultural pursuits, received, 
with others, each a grant from the Government of a lot 120xl50 feet 
(French measure) in the village, for i·esidence, and a :field at a con
venient distance for farming purposes. These :fields were 1 arpent 
( 192k feet) wide, and 40 arpents ( 7 ,800 feet) long, containing about 
34 acres, and each fon110r had one or more granted him, according to 
the number of his family, or hi::; uliility to work them. They were to 
be had free on the condition of their being worked, and were laid off 
adjoining each other, to save the expense of fencing. Twenty, thirty, 
and sometimes more were inclosecl' by one fence, which was built and 
kept in repair at the common cost of those whose land it protected. 
These inclo:mres, one or more of which were to be found near every 
French village, were known as "common fields" or "commons." Besides 
these grants to individuals, there were others to the villagers as a com
munity, also called "commons" or "commune lands," which were not 
cultivated, but used in common by the villagers as pasture for their 
stock, and also furnished them wood and lumber. These "commons" 
have long since been sub-divided and sold, or leased for long terms, 
thus passing into the hands of individuals. 

The progress of the settlement at St. Charles was extremely slow, for 
in 1781 there were only six or seven houses in the village, and in 1791-
ten years afterwards-the number had only increased to some twelve to 
fourteen, at which last mentioned date the "Commons;, were for the first 
time inclosed. 

The Indian wars, massacres, and adyentures which attended the first 
settlement of the State west of the Missouri river occurred principally 
in St. Charles County. Here the Hangers were raised and forts built, 
and it was in this county that Black Hawk made his first efforts against 
the white population. Among the forts built in St. Charles County 
during the war of 1812, was Boone's Fort, in Darst's Bottom. It was the· 
largest and strongest of the entire list and was huilt by Daniel M. Boone, 
a son of the celebrated hunter and pioneer. There were also erected in 
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the county, Howell's Fort, on Howell's Prairie; Pond Fort, the site of 
which is a short distance southeast of the present town of Wentzville ; 
White's Fort, on Dog Prairie; Kountz's Fort, on the old Boonslick 
road and eight miles west of St. Charles; Zumwalt's Fort, near the 
present village of O'Fallon, and Castlio's Fort, near Howell's Prairie. 

Kennedy's Fort was near the present town of Wright City, in Warren 
County,· and .Callaway's Fort was a short distance from the present town 
of Marthasville and near the Missouri river. V\T ood' s Fort was built around 
the big spring which influenced afterwards the location of the present 
town of Troy, in Lincoln County. Clark's Fort was four miles north 
of Troy, and Howell's Fort, near the present site of Cap-au-Gris. 
Fort Clemison was on Loutre Island. The forts were all built after the 
same general plan, viz: In the form of a parallelogram, with block
houses at the four corners, and the intervening spaces filled with log 
cabins and palisades. They would not have withstood the fire of artillery, 
but afforded ample protection against rifles and muskets. None of 
them, however, were attacked by the Indians, for their number and 
convenien1i locations, with the constant watchfulness of the Rangers, 
afforded the savages no opportunity of doing any serious damage.1 

At this point it may be interesting to note the origin of a few of the 
local names of Eastern Missouri : 

Pm·tage des Sioux, founded soon after St. Charles, is an old French 
village on the Mississippi, and on the Missouri side, a short distance 
below the mouth of the Illinois. Captain Pike's expedition to the 
sources of the Mississippi, on which he sailed from St. Louis in a keel
boat, on Friday the 9th of August, 1805, stopped on the Sabbath after
wards and spent the day opposite this place, where the Mississippi and 
Missouri rivers are less than a mile apart. The village of Portage des 
Sioux derived its name from the following circumstance : The Sioux 
and Missouris, two hostile tribes of Indians, were seeking to destroy 
each other. 'The Sioux descended the Mississippi in their canoes on a 
pillaging expedition against the Missouris, who, apprised of their object, 
laid in ambush....:.:..became "bushwackers "-at the mouth of the Missouri 
river, intending to take their enemies by surprise and capture their entire 
naval squadron. The Sioux, cunning and strategic in war, instead of 
descending to the mouth of the Missouri, "rounded to" and disembarked 
at the Portage, took their canoes on their backs, crossed the narrow 
peninsula to the Missouri river at a point some distance above the 

1 " Pioneer Families in Missouri," p. 95. 
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ambuscade of their enemies, accomplished their object, and returned 
undiscovered with their spoils-leaving the Missouris long and anxiously 
waiting for them at the mouth of the stream. 

A few miles west of the route taken by the Sioux on this expedition 
and about twenty miles from the confluence of the Missouri and 
Mississippi rivers are the Mamelles, the termination of the bluffs of the 
two rivers, and called by this name from their remarkable resemblance 
to the hnman breasts. From this elevation, about one hundred feet 
above the surrounding plain, the visitor can survey a landscape among 
the most romantic and beautiful in the world. 

Femme Osage ( Osage Woman ) , a creek which rises on the border 
of Warren County and runs nearly east through St. Charles into the 
:Missouri river, took its name from the fact that the body of au Osage 
squaw, supposed to have been drowned, was found in the creek by a 
French pioneer. Another version is that an Osage woman was found at 
the creek on its first discovery by the French. Hence the name. 

Per1·uque Greek (Wig Creek) derives its name from an accident 
which happened to one of the early French adventurers whose wig 
became entangled in the branches of a tree in crossing the creek. 

Guivre Creek ( Copper Creek ) . The origin of this name is not 
known. There is no copper in that region and nothing that indicates its 
existence there. It has been suggested that the correct name is Cuvre, 
which means a fish pool, but nothing certain is known on this point. 

Dardenne: According to some of the old settlers, this name is a 
corruption of TmTe d 'Inde, pronounced Tare Den (Turkey Land), so 
called on account of the abundance of wild tmkeys found in its vicinity 
in early times. However, this is imaginary. In the American State 
Papers, mention is made of several claimants to land in Missouri of the 
name of Dardenne, although there is no grant to any one of that name 
in St. Charles County. Ma1·ais Oroclie: Crooked Swamp or Lake
from its shape. Marais Temps Clair: Clear Weather Swamp or Lake. 
At this lake there was once n Kickapoo vill~ge, and the name of the 
principal chief, or Big lnJun, was Fair Weather; in French, Temps 
Clair. This village, in 17-, was nearly depopulated by small-pox, and 
was immediately afterwards abandoned by the few survivors. The lake 
takes its ,name from the Indian chief. 

In 1807 a few American families located on Loutre Island, (in the 
Missouri river a few miles below the present town of H"'rmann,) at that 
time, with the exception of the small French settlement at Oote Sans 
])essein, the "Far West " of the new world. Many exciting incidents 
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by flood and field are connected with its history, among them the fol
lowing: 

In July, 1810, a band of Pottawatomie Indians made a hostile incur
sion into this island and stole a number of horses, a species of property 
for which the Pottawatomies had a singular weakness. The event 
occasioned great excitement, and recapture and retribution were at once 
resolved upon. To achieve them a company of six men, composed of 
Samuel· and ViTilliam T. Cole, Temple, Patton, Murdock, and Gooch, 
was organized. They entered upon the pursuit and followed the Indians 
to Bone Lick, a branch of Salt River, and within the present limits 
of Ralls County, where they came upon them. The fugitives scattered 
in the woods and escaped. That night they stealthily approached 
the camp of their pursuers, smpdsed and attacked th.em, killing 
Temple, Patton and Gooch at the first onset. Spencer creek being 
near by, Murdock, in the darkneAs, slipped under the ba11k, leaving 
William T. Cole to contend with two Indians who engaged him-one in 
the rear, one in front. The former stabbed him near the shoulder; from 
the latter Cole wrenched his knife, and then killed him, and from the 
other Indian made his escape in the darkness of the night. 

\ In March, 1815, the Sac and Fox Indians stole some horses from the 
settlers in the neighborhood of Loutre Island. Captain Jam es Callaway, 
with Lientenant Jonathan ~iggs and fourteen men, pursued them to a 
bend of Loutre Creek, about twelve miles above Prairie Fork, and near 
the present town of Danville, where they found the horses gnarded only 
by a few squaws. These fled to the woods on the approach of Callaway' s 
men, who secured the horses without trouble. Returning by the same 
route they traveled in reaching the camp, the party was attacked by the 
Indians in ambush, at the crossing of Prairie Fork. Parker I-fotchings, 
Frank McDermid and James Mc:Yiulliu were in the advance, leading the 
recovered horses. After reaching the opposite shore of the creek the 
Indians fired upon them, and the three men were killed. At the first 
sound of firing, Callaway, who, with the balance of the company was 
in the rear, spurred his horse forward into the creek, and had nearly 
reached the opposite shore, when he was fired upon. His horse was 
instantly killed, while he received a slight wound in the left arm, and 
escaped immediate death hy the bull lodging against his watch, which 
was torn to pieces. He sprang from his dead horse· to the bank, anc.1 
throwing his gun into the creek, muzzle down, he ran down the stream a 
short distance, then plunged into the water and commenced swimming, 
when he was shot in the back of the head,-the ball passing through 
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and lodging in the forehead. His body sank immediately and was not 

scalped or mutilated by the Indians. In the meantime Lieutenant RiaO's 
' 00 

and _the rest of the men were hotly engaged and forced to retreat, 

fighting as they went. Several were wounded, but none killed. 

The following day a company of men returned to the scene of the 

fight for the purpose of burying the dead. The bodies of HutcMngs, 

McDermid, and McMullin had been cut to pieces and huna on the sur-
d . 0 

roun ing bushes. The remains were gathered up and buried in one 

grnve, near the spot where they were killed. 

Cnptn~u Callaway's body was not found until several days after his 

<leath, when, the water of the creek having receded, it was di<>covered 

by Benjnmin Howell, ba11ging to a bush in the stream several hundred 

yards below the scene of the fight. The body was wrapped in blankets, 

nud h11ried on the side of an abrupt hill overlooking Loutre Creek. 

Several months afterward the grave was \Valled in with rough stones, and 

a :fl.at sln.b laid across the head, on which was engraved: ~'CA.PT. JAs. 

CALLAWAY, MARCH 7, 1815." The slab bad been prepared in St. 

Charles County, by Tarleton Goe, a cousin of the dead ranger.I Calla

way County was named in honor of the memory of James Callaway. 

As enrly as 1808 the French settled Oote Sans Dessein, now called 

Bnrkersville, on the Missouri river, in the present territory of Callaway 

County, and two miles below the mouth of the Osage. Its name ( sig

nifying "a hill without design") is derived from an isolated limestone 

hill, some 600 yards long, and very narrow, standing in the bottom, 

which, it is thought, some convulsion of nature separated from the 

Osage bluffs, on the opposite side of the river. Cote Sans Dessein was 

once n village of considerable importance, contained a small blockhouse, 

and during the war of 1812 was the scene. of some bard-fought battles 

with the Indians, in which were exhibited many instances of woman's 

bravery and determination. A Frenchman named Baptiste Louis Roi, 

two other men, and two women, successfully withstood a protracted and 

de~ermined siege by the Indians. 2 

1 " Pioneer Families of Missouri," pp. 98-9. 

2 During this siege the women moulded bullets and cut patches for the men who were 

kept busy in firing upon the assailants. The consequence was that a good many of them 

were killed, which so exasperated the remainder that they determined to take by storm 

or to destroy by fire the block-house. The storming process failing, they fastened com

bustible matter to their arrows, and, lighting it, shot their missiles into the roof; as often 

as this was done the women extinguished the blaze by the careful use of portions of the 

small supply of water in the building. It was with appalling interest the heroic band 
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observed this supply rapidly lessening as the savage incendiaries repeated their efforts to 

fire the roof. But the women determined to "hold the fort " and continued to apply the 

water. Finally, however, the supply was exhausted, the last drop was gone, and the 

block-house blazed above their heads. One of the women produced a pan of milk and 

extinguished the flames. Very soon another arrow of fire set the roof ablaze and a de

moniac yell arose from the savage foe. Even Roi himself looked aghast and trembled 

with fear, for he knew of no other means of averting the perils of the avrful crisis. But 

"hold the fort" was the maxim of the women, and just in the nick of time Madame Roi 

produced from the urinal a fluid that again extinguished the flames, and saved the gar

rison. \Vhen, long after the war, this achievement was talked over in St. Louis, some 

young men united in the expense of procuring a rifle of fine finish as a present to Mon

sieur Louis Baptiste Roi in testimony of his gallant defense of Cote Sans Dessein. Some 

of them also suggested playfully that a silver urinal ought to be presented to Madame 

Roi for the distinguishing part she bore in the perilous defense of the block-house. 

Unfortunately, as it afterwards proved, this suggestion came to the ears of Monsieur Roi. 

When, therefore, the committee waited on him with the rifle and asked him to accept it, 

he is reported to have replied as follows: "GENTLEMEN :-It is a fuzee of beautiful pro

portions-containing very much gold in de pan, and silver on his breeches; he is a very 

gentleman gun for kill de game. I tank you. I shall not take him. Some gentlemen have 

consider to give ma chere amie one urinal silvare! I tell you, sare, I talrn care of dem tings 

rnyself-go to h-ll avee votre dam long gun! I shall not take him! t Go to h-11, any

body, by d-n sight!!!" .And with this expression of resentment for the freedom that 

the young men had unwittingly taken in the discussion of the affair, he departed with 

manly indignation, iu perfect keeping with his admirable character. 



CHAPTER XII. 

"THE 'BOONE'S LICK COUNTRY."-ITS SETTLEMENT.-IRA P. NASH VISITS IT IN 1804..

EXPEDITION OF LEWIS AND CLARK.-lN 1807 NATHAN AND DANIEL M. BOONE MAKE SALT 

.AT "BOONE'S LICI01-DANIEL BOONE.-POPULAR ERROR CORRECTED.-SKETCH OF 

DANIEL BOO:<IE.-Hrs DEA.TH.-EA.RLY SETTLEMENTS IN COOPER A.ND HOWARD COUN

TIES.;--STOCKA.DE FORTS.-TRAGIC DEATH OF SARSHELL COOPER. 

The next settlement west of St. Louis anterior to 1812, of any con

siderable si.ze, was in 1810 by a colbny of about one hundred and :fifty 

families, chiefly Kentuckians, on the rich alluvial lands in the Missouri 

bottom about Franklin, in what is now Howard County.1 

The fact is very well authenticated, however, that even at an earlier 

day a few Americans had visited the same region of country, but not 

for the purposes of permanent settlement. A recent publication i 

apparently prepared with much cure, and certainly very valuable~ 

discloses the fact that the first Americans who ever set foot within~hE 

present limi.ts of Howard County were Ira P. Nash, (afterwards the 

founder of Nashville on the Missouri River, in Boone County,) a Deputy 

United States Surveyor, Stephen Hancock and Stephen Jackson, who 

came up the Missouri River in February, 1804, and located a claim on 

the public lands, within the present limits of Howard County, nearly 

opposite the mouth of Lamin:e Creek-doubtless the same land after

wards occupied, in part, by the celebrated "Hardeman's Garden." 

They employed their time in surveying, hunting and :fishing until the 

March following, when they returned to their homes on the Missouri 

River, about twenty-five miles above St. Charles. In July of the same 

year, Ira P. Nash, accompanied by another party-William Nash, 

James H. Whitesides, William Clark and Daniel Hubbard-returned 

and surveyed a tract of land near the present site of Old Franklin, 

opposite where Booneville now stands. On this expedition Nash 

informed his companions that when in the country the previous spring, 

he concealed and left in a certain hollow tree a, surveyor's compass, 

1 Orgiiuized January 23, 1816, and called Howard in houor of General Benjamin 

Howard, who was a Representative in Congress from the Lexington (Kentucky) district 

from 1807to1810, and who, in October of the latter year, was appointed Governor of 

Missouri Territory, to succeed Governor Merriwether Lewis. He died in St. Louis, 

September 18, 1814. (See Chapter IX.) 

2 Levens and Drake's "History of Cooper Cotmty." 

12 
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which he sought and found as represented, thus verifying the fact that 
he had previously visited the same .i·egion. 

Between the first and second visits of Nash; that is to say, on the 7th 
of June, 1804, Lewis and Clark, on their expedition across the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific Ocean, camped for the night with their boats at 
the mouth of the Bonne Femme ("Good woman") creek in Howard 
County, a few miles below the present city of Boonville. Remaining at 
the same place the next day, they explored the country and came down 
the river bottom as far as the mouth of the Moniteau, a creek which 
empties into the Missouri at the present town of Rocheport, (Roche 
Po1·te, "point of rocks,") where they found a high bluff from which 
projected a point of rocks covered with hieroglyphic paintings, but the 

·rattlesnakes which abounded there deterred them from making a more 
critical examination. 

During the summer of 1807, Nathan and Daniel M. Boone, sons of the 
celebrated hunter and frontiersman, Daniel Boone, together with three 
other men, Goforth, Baldridge and Manly, left the Femme Osage Creek 
settlement in St. Charles County, where the elder Boone lived, and came 
up to Howard County with their kettles to manufacture salt, tit what was 
afterwards known as "Boone's Lick.'' In t.he fall of the same year they 
shipped it down the river in canoes made of hollow sycamore logs, the 
ends of which were made water proof by being closed with boards and 
daubed with clay. 

The country abov.e Cedar Creek, which now forms the boundary line 
between Callaway and Boone Counties, and which was regarded as the 
western boundary of the district ( afte1-wards the county) of St. Charles, 
was called the "BOONE'S LICK CouNTRY" from its first settlement; and 
this from the circumstance that Nathan and Daniel M. Boone, as early as 
1807, manufactured salt at "Boone's Lick" in Howard County, as above 
stated. 

The popular conviction is, and it has found expression in various 
forms in carelessly-prepared newspaper articles, that the old Kentucky 
pioneer, Daniel Boone, made a settlement at an early day within the 
present limits of Howard County, and manufactured salt at what was 
known as "Boone's Lick," and that from this circumstance an undefined 
region in that part of the State was callecl "The Boone's Lick Country." 
The truth is, there is no evidence that old Daniel Boone ever owned or 
worked the salt springs ; certainly none that he ever resided, even 
temporarily, in Howard County. It is probable, and yet the evidence 
of even this is not conclusive, that while Commandant (in 1800 to 1804) 
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of the Femme Osage District, under the Spanish Government, he may 

have gone on a hunting expedition into the territory of Howard County, 

and discovered the salt springs exi~ting there. 

Nevertheless, it is unquestionably true that Boone County, organized 

November lo, 1820, was called Boone in honor of his name. 

Da.niel Boerne was born in Exeter Township, Bucks County, Pa., 

July 14, 1732,1 and has the merit of entering and exploring Kentucky 

and Missouri at a very early day. On the 1st of May, 1769, he set out 

with five companions from his farm on the Yadkin, in North Carolina, 

for I~ain-tuclc-ee, for such was its Indian name, and in June following 

::ound. himst:lf on the banks of a river flowing westward toward the 

Mississippi-the Kentucky River. Years afterwards, losing his lands in 

Kentucky by reason of a defective title, and hei1l'ing from some hunters 

of the wondrous fertility of the country west of the Mis~issippi River 

and of the great abundance of game, he finally resolved to emigrate 

and settle there. 
Mr. J. M. Peck fixes the period of his emigration to Missouri in 1795 

Perkins, in his "vVestern Annals," in 1797, and Mr. Thomas ,J. Hinde 

in the "American Pioneer," in the same year; Timothy Flint, in 1798. 

At that period, and for several years after, the district of Louisiana, 

which embraced Missouri, belonged to Spain; and Colonel Boone, soon 

after his arrival, renounc'ed his allegiance to the Government of the 

United States nnd became a Spanish subject. His first residence. in 

Missomi was in the Femme Osage settlement, in the District of 

St. Charles, about forty-five miles west of St. Louis, and about twenty

five mile,; above St. Charles, on the Missouri River. On .Tune 11, 1800, 

Delnssus, I..1ieutenant-Governor, appointed him Commandant or Syndic 

of Femme Osage District, which office he accepted. He retained this 

command, which included both civil and military duties ; and he continued 

to discharge them with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of all 

concerned, until the transfer of the governrneut to the Unite'cl States 

in 1804. 
Colonel Boone received from the Spanish Governor, Delassus, a grant 

of 1,000 arpents of land in the Femme Osage District. Subsequently a 

>The date of Boone's birth is not certainly known, and different biographers give 

different dates. Bogant gives February 11th, 1735, as the date of his birth, and his 

biographer, C. B. Hartley, (who wrote in 1865) gives the same date. Reverend J.M. 

Peck gives February, 1735. Another account gives 1746. 'rhe family record in the 

handwriting of Dani.el Boone's uncle, James, who was a. schoolmaster, gives July 

14th, 1732. 
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grant of 10,000 arpents was made to him, by reason of an ngreement· 
with him, whieh he fulfilled, to bring iuto Upper Louisiana one hundred 
families from Virginia and Kentucky. In order to confirm this grant it 
was necessary to ~Jbtain the signature of the direct representative of the 
Spanish Crown, at that time residing at the city of New Orleans. 
Neglecting to comply with this requisition, his title was declared 
invalid. His title to the first grant of 1,000 arpents was also declared 
wo1thless, but it was subsequently confirmed by special act of Congress. 

The House in which Daniel Boone died. 

(Thejirst stone dwelling-house erected in .Missouri.) 

On March 18th, 1813, the old pioneer lost his wife-Rebecca Bryan
by death. Her remains were interred on the summit of a beautiful 
eminence commanding the Missouri River and about one mile southeast 
of the town of Marthasville, in \Varren County. 

On the 26th of September, 1820, the old hero himself died at the 
residence of his son, Major ~athan Boone, on Femme O::iage Creek, in 
St. Charles County, aged 88 years. The house in which he died is a 
two-story stone, the first of its character erected in Missouri, and is yet 
standing, some six miles from the Missouri Hiver. 

He was buried in a cherry coffin which he had prepared and kept 
ready for several years, his remain;; being interred by the side of his 
·wife. Great respect was rendered the memory of the old pioneer, as was 
evidenced by the large concourse of people who attended his funeral~ and 
by the adjournment, for a day, of the Missouri Legislature, then in 
session. 
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In 1845 the citizens of Frankfort, Kentucky, having established a 
new cemetery, and being about to dedicate it, resolved to inter in it the 
remains of Daniel Boone and his wife. Obtaining consent of the 
surviving members of the family, a committee was sent to Marthasville, 
Missouri, their remains exhumed July 17th, 1845, and on the 20th of 
August, 1845, re-interred in the new cemetery. The ceremonies were 
deeply interesting and largely attended. Honorable John J. Crittenden 
delivered the address on the occasion; and Mr. Joseph B. Wells, of 
Missouri, also made a speech. 

In 1808, William Cl1Tistie and John G. Heath came up from St. Louis 
and manufactured salt at what was known as "Heath's Salt Lick," in 
what is now Blackwater Township, Cooper County. For many years 
afterwards Mr. Hen,th made stilt at the same springs. 

In the spring of 1808, Colonel Benjamin Cooper n,ud family, consist
ing of his wife and five sons, moved to tho neighborhood of "Boone' 
Lick,'' in Howard County ; built a cal;lin, cleared a piece of land, a1 
commenced arrangements for a permanent settlement. Governor Merr 
wether Lewis, then Governor of the Territory, hearing of Coopm 
adventure, sent him an order to remove with his family to some pla( 
below the n1outh of the Gasconade, as in the event of an Indian war h 
could not be protected in his far-off home. He thereupon abandonet 
his settlement and located at Loutre Island, where he remained till 1810. 
In February of that year, Colonel Benjamin Cooper, wife and sons, 
with mnny others, chiefly from Madison County, Kentucky, left Loutre 
Isbnd for tho "Boone's Lick Country," traveling through the trackless 
forest on the north side of the Missouri Hiver, and arriving in safety in 
March. The females helonging to these fomilies-Uolonel Benjamin 
Cooper's excepted- did not arrive till the following July or August. 

All of those who accompanied Cooper on this expedition settled in 
Howard County, except Stephen and Hannah Uole, with their families, 
who crossed the Missouri River where Old Franldin now stands, in 
canoes, and settled in what is now Cooper County, near the present site 
of Booneville. 

In the spring of 1812, it became evident that some more efficient 
means should he adopted to protect these frontier settlements from the 
threatened hostilities of the warlike tribes of Indians by which they 
were surrounded. They were chiefly disturbed by the Pottawatomies, 
who were the champion horse-thieves of the frontier. Of more warlike 
and bloody intent were the Foxes, Iowas, and Kickapoos, whose hostili
ties exposed the lives of the settlers to great and constant perils. Living 
as these pioneers did, beyond the organized jurisdiction of any county, 
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they were a protection and government to themselves ; and for two 
years, unaided hy territorial authority, they had sustained the conflict 
with the Indians with dauntless heroism. 

Nevertheless, in 1812, they resolved, in the midst of thickening 
dangers, to erect :five stockade forts, for their protection. 

Four of these forts were erected in the present limits of Howard 
County and all named in honor of some leadinD" man of the "settlements." • ' 0 There was Cooper's Fort in the bottom pmirie near Boone's Lick Salt 
"'Works, nearly opposite the pres.ent town 'of Arrow Rode; Kincaid's 
Fort, only a mile above the site on which Old Frnnklin was afterwnrds 
built; Fort Hempstead, one mile north of Franklin; Cole's Fort, two 
miles eust of Booneville, north of the road to Rocheport, and on the 
Cooper side; and Head's Fort, a few miles north of Iioohoport and near 
the present crossing of the Old St. Charles road on the Moniteau, u large 
stream which for some distance from its mouth forms the hou!l(fary 
between the counties of Boone and Howard. 

The commanders of these forts were Captain Stephen Colo, after 
whom Cole County was named; ·wmiam Head and Sarshell Coopcr
Cooper County being called in honor of the latter. 

Cornfields, which were cultivated in common, stood near these forts. 
Sentinels kept guard around them, while others y>lowecl the fields; and 
if danger was seriously apprehended, horns were blown as signnls to 
rally to the forts. :Frequent deaths occurred at the hands of tho savages, 
sometimes b:» outright assassinations under the cover of night, at other 
times in contlids in field or forest. 

At different times and places the following well-known settlers were 
killed by the Indians, namely: Sarshcll Cooper, Braxton Cooper, ,Tr., ,J cma
than Todd, ·wm. Campbell, Thos. Smith,. Sarn'l McMahan, \'Vm. McLaue, 
William Gregg, John Smith, James Busby, Joseph W. ~till, awl ,Joseph 
Brown, a colored man. Of the murders eommitted-sttys "Pock's 
Annals of the W est,"-none excited so deep a feeling as tho tra.gic end of 
Captain Sarshell Cooper, who was killed at his own tin!-siilo in Cooper's 
Fort, April 14, 1814. It was on u dark and stormy night, when the 
winds howled through the adjacent forest, that a single warrior crept to 
the wall of Captain Cooper's cabin, which formed one side of the fort, 
ahd made an opening between the logs, barely suffieie11t to admit the 
muzzle of his gun, which he discharged with fatal effect. Capt!tin Cooper 
was sitting by the :fire, holding his youngest child in his arms, which 
escaped unhurt; his other children lounging on the cabin floor, and his 
wife engaged in domestic duties. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

EARTHQUAKES AT NEW MADRID, 1811-12.-DESCRIPTION OF THl!l 0.A.TASTROPHE.-HON. LEWIS'· 

F. LINN'S LETTEU.-THE VENERABLE GODFREY LESIER, AN EYE WITNESS, DESClUBES 

rr.-REELFOOT LAKE, TENNESSEE, A HES ULT OF ITS VIOLENCE.-" NEW MADIUD CLAIMS." 

-ACTS OF CoNGRESS LOCATING .A.ND OoN~'IRMING 'rHEM. 

Four remarkable events occurred near the close of the year 1811; 
namely, the battle of Tippecanoe, November 7; the building of the 
"New Orleans," the first steamboat constructed west of the Alleghanies; 
the burniqg .of the Richmond Theater, December 26; and the great 
earthquakes at New Madrid, December 16, the latter of which will ren
der New Madrid imperishable in history. 

This place lies about seventy miles below the mouth of the Ohio, and 
was one of the old Spanish Forts. It was settled as early as 1780. 
Seven years after, it was laid out by General George Morgan of New 
Jersey on an extensive scale. In consequence of some obstacles to his 
designs, created by the Spanish Government, and the fact that no stom 
for building or other purpose could be found, he finally abandoned i1 
and retired from the country. Nevertheless, it grew to be a town 01 

considerable importance and populntion. 
The first shock of the earthquake at New Madrid was felt c.n the 

morning of December 16, 1811, about two o'clock, and was repeated at 
intervals, with decreasing violence, for several weeks. The center of its 
violence was near the settlemeut of Little Prairie, twenty-five or thirty 
miles below New Madrid. Dnring the night of December 16th a flotilla 
of fiat boats, laden with provisions for the southern trade, was at anchor 
some miles below the town, and the boatmen describe the phenomenon 
as one of terrific gl'andeur. 

Although there have been many exaggerations of the character and 
extent of this catastrophe, it is admitted by all that the undulations of 
the earth upheiwed the waters of the grea,t river and much of the coun
try adjacent, filling every living creature with indescribitble horror. The 
ducks, geese, swan aud othel' aquatic fowls that were quietly resting in 
the eddies of the Mississippi gave evidence of the wildest tumult in 
screams of alarm. A loud roaring sound, which has been likened to sub
terranean thunder, was accompanied by hissing as if of escaping ,,;team 
from a pipe, and attended by violent agitation of the adjacent shores. 

Sandbars and the points of islands were swallowed in the bosom of 
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the deep, while the tall cotton-woods crashing against each. other and 
tossino-their o-iant branches to and fro, disappeared in the vorac10us abyss. 

The0 earth 0 on shore in many places opened in wide :fissures, and, 
quickly closing again, threw jets of water discolored by mud, charcoal 
and sand, to a considerable height. Traces of these fissures, and of the 
heaps of sand with which they covered the country, are plainly visible to 
this day. 

This appalling catastrophe invaded the country inland, on both sides 
of the Mississippi. Hon. Lewis F. Linn, in his letter, February 1, 
1836, to the Chairman of the Senate Committee ou Commerce says that 
after the subsidence of the principal commotiou, "hills had disappeared, 
and fakes were found in their stead; and numerous lakes became ele
vated ground, over the surface of which va::it heaps of sand were scattered 
in every direction, while in many places the earth for miles was sunk 
below the general level of the surrounding couutry. One of the lakes 
formed on this occasion is s,ixty or seventy miles in length, and from 
three to twenty in breadth. In sailing over its surface in the light canoe, 
the voyager is struck with astonishment at beholding the giant trees of the 
forest standing partially exposed amid a waste of waters, branchless and 
--leafless. But the wonder is still further increased on custiug the eye on 
the dark blue profound, to observe cane brakes covering its bottom." 

The venerable Godfrey Lesier, but recently deceased, and a resident 
of New .Madrid at the time of the earthqu~ke and an eye-witness of the 
scene, in 1871 fully describes it in a letter to Professor A. D. Hagar, 
State Geologist of Missouri. Speaking of the remarkable fissures made 
by the earth's undulations, he says: "Wide and long fissures were left, 
running north and south parallel with each other for miles. I have seen 
some four or five miles in length, four and a-half feet deep on an average, 
and about ten feet wide. After this, slight shocks were felt at intervals 
until January 7th, 1812, when the country was again visited by an earth
quake, equal to the first two in violence, and chnracterized by the same 
frightful results. Then it was that the cry, 'sauve qui peutl' arose 
among the people, and all but two families left the country, abandoning 
all their property, consisting of cattle, hogs, horses, and portions of 
their household effects. 

"Besides these long and narrow fissures, they were sometimes forced 
up to a considerable height in au oval or circular form, making large 
and deep basins, some of them one hundred yards across, and deep 
enough to retain water during the driest season, affording good watering 
places for stock. 
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"The damaged and up-torn purt of the country was not very extensive, 
embracing a circumference of not more than one hundred and fifty miles, 
taking the '9ld town of Little Prairie, now called Caruthersville, as the 
center. A very large extent of country on either side of White Water, 
called here Little River, also on both sides of the St. Francis River, in 
this State and Arkansas, and also on the Reelfoot Bayou, in Tennessee, 
was sunk below the former elevation ttbout ten feet, thus rendering that 
region of country entirely unfit for cultivation. 

" It is a remarkable fact, and worthy of notice, that so few casualties 
occurred during those terrible convulsions. Among the citizen~ there 
were but two deaths, both victims being women. One, Mrs. Lnfont, 
died from fright while the earth was shaking and rocking. The other, 
Mrs .• Tarvis, received an injury from the fall of a cabin log, from which 
she died a few days after." 

A correspondent of the New York World, writing from Cairo (Ill.,) 
in February, 1877, says of Reelfoot Lake: 

Near Union City, in 'l'ennessee, and near the southwestern confines of Kentucky, i; 
Reelfoot I,itke. Here the roof of a mighty cavern was shaken down by the earthquake of 
1811-12. Lofty forest trees, the tallest that tower above the lowlands, disappeared with 
the land on which they grew, and a sea, broader and deeper than that of Galilee, was 
outspread in crystal clearness in the midst of the lowlands. Dunks and geese flock its 
surface, and trout abound in the modern lake that had never reflected the sun's face in 
its fathomless depths, till the bridge of soil and trees and cane were broken down by the 
earthquake's resounding footsteps. 

Where the railway from Nashville to Hickman, Ky., on the Mississippi, crosses that 
from Mobile to Cairo and Chicago, stands the town of Union City. It is ten miles from 
this lake. It has been stated that when heavy locomotives and heavily-laden trains 
come rushing by, hotels and station-houses quake, candlesticks are shaken from mantels 
and tables, and that hollowness in which the forest disappeared which bridged Reelfoot 
I,ake, extends, it has been alleged, beneath t\1e town and railway. 'rhe water of this 
lake is not that of the Mississippi. It is of crystal brightness and clearness, such as 
distinguishes the river in the depths of Mammoth Cave, while the great river above 
ground, bearing alluvium from northwestern mountains, is tawny in its yellowness anu 
impervious to vision. When the earthquake of 1811-12 was most violent and the night 
was of extraordinary darkness, the Mississippi tlowed backward, and :flatboats in the 
vicinity of Hickman drifted backwards forty miles towards Cairo. A' mighty volume of 
the river's flood-tide receded into measureless caverns beneath the country's surface, 
and nowhere were the lowlands submerged. 

The losses sustained hy the inhabitants residing within the circuit of 
the earthquake at once received the sympathies of the American people . 
. No sooner, therefore, did Congress convene than the great earthquake 
was felt in that body, and so keenly and with such uncliminishing power 
that before the vibration subsided the earthquake elevated one territorial 
judge to the bench, delivered the Supreme Court of the United States 
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of three decisions, passed six acts of Congress, and pronounced ten 
opinions of attorney-generals. 

Among the most important acts of Congress was that of February 17, 
1815, for the relief of the inhabitants who sustained losses of real estate, 
an act which originated the "New.Madrid Claims." This wns a short net 
of three sections, and providing that any pf\rson owning lands in the 
county, as it was known on the 10th of November, 1812, and whose 
lands were materially injnred by the catastrophe, were authorized to 
locate a like quantity on any of the public lands of the territory of 
Missouri, no location, however, to embrace a larger number of acres 
than six hundred and forty. 

Many of the locations were made on the roost fertile lands in Boone, 
Howard and other counties; and in mnny instances without regnrd to tho 
lines and angles of the public surveys. Land pirates and speculn.tors 
infested the country, and, taking advantage of the wants of the sufferers 
by the earthquake, bought up and speculated on their "claims." Many 
claims were manufactured by fraud and perjury, and sustained by what
ever proof was needed to establish them, so that in the end the aggregate 
area of the claims was no doubt larger than the entire surface of New 
Madrid County. 

Swamp near New Madrid. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

1812.-MISSOURI TERRITORY 0RGANIZED.-FIVE COUNTIES.-GOVERNOR WILLIAM CLARK;

ELECTION FOR DELEGATE TO CONGRESS AND MEMBERS OF THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLA

TUHE-EDW ARD Ih~1PSTEAD CHOSEN DELEGATE.-SKETCH OF Hrs LIFE AND S1mVICES.

FIRST TERRI'l'ORCAL LEGISLATURE.-CENSUS OF 1814.-RU!'US EASTON.-JOHN SCOTT.

LEGISLATURES OF 1813, 1814, 1815, 1816, 1817 AND 1818.-APPLICATION TO FORM A STATE 

GOVERNMENT. 

On the 4th day of Jiine, 1812, Missouri was organized by Congress 

into a Territory, with a Governor and General Assembly-the latter to 

meet ~nnnally in the town of St. Louis. The legislative power of the 
Territory was vested in a Governor, Legislative Council, and House of 

Representatives. The Governor had an absolute veto. The Legislative 
Council consisted of nine members, and held their office for five years. 

The House of Representatives nominated eighteen citizens to the 

President of the United States, and out of that number he selected n,ine 
councilors, with the approval of the Senate, to form the LegislativE 

Council. The House of H-epresentatives consisted of members chosen 

by the people every two years, one Representative being allowed for 
every five hnnclred white males. ';rhe first House of Representatives 

consisted of thirteen members, .and, under the act of Congress, the 
number of Representatives could never exceed twenty-five. The judicial 

power of the Territory was vested in a superior court, inferior courts, 

and justices of the peace. The Superior Court consisted of three judgel:l, 
who hold their offices for four yenrs, and had original and appellate 

jurisdiction, in civil and crimirrnl cases. By the same act the Territory 
_was authorized to send one territorial delegate to Congress. 

On October 1st, 1812, Governor Clark issued a proclamation, as 
required by the act of Congress, reorganizing the districts-so-called 

theretofore-into five counties, viz: St. Chnrles, St. Louis, Ste. Gene

vieve, Cape Girardeau and New Madrid, and ordering an election to be 
held on the second Monday in November following for a delegate to 

Congress and members of the Territorial House of Representatives. 
The first Territorial Governor appointed by the President was William 

Clark-of the expedition of Lewis nnd Clark-who entered upon his 

duties in July, 1813, and continued to hold the office till the admission 

of the State in the Union in 1821.1 

i Governor Clark <lied in St. Louis on September 1st, 1838. 
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At the first election for delegate to Congress in November, 1812, there 
were four candidates - Edward Hempstead, Rufus Easton, Samuel 
Hammond and Matthew Lyon, the first of whom was successful. 

Edward Hempstead, thus chosen the first Territorial Delegate to Con
QTess from Missouri, deserves more than a passing notice, He was a ~ 

man of ability, patriotism and irreproachable life, public and private, 
and illustrated his brief career in Congress-for he refused to serve a 
second term-by introducing and influencing that body to pass the act of 
June 13, 1812, confirming to the people of the District of Louisiana 
titles to their lands claimed by virtue of the Spanish grants, noticed more 
at length in a former chapter. By the same act the several towns and 
villages of the District had confirmed to them, " for the support of 
schools," the village lots, out-lots, or common-field lots held and enjoyed 
by them at the period of the cession of Louisiana to the United States 
on April 30, 1803. 

The estimated value in 1876 of the real estate thus secured to the city 
of St. Louis, for school purposes, was $1,252,895. 79-yielding an 
income during that year of $52,855.75. To Colonel Thomas F. Riddick, 
who originated the proposition, and who, in 1813 rode on horseback all 
the way to Washington City to aid in influencing Congress in its favor, 
and to Edward Hempstead, who carried it through Congress, the people 
of St. Louis and other towns and villages in Missouri are indebted for 
these magnificent grants of land. . 

Such benefactors ought not to be forgotten. Edward Hempstead 
was born in New London, Connecticut, June 3, 1780; received a 
classical education from private tutors, and having studied law, was 
admitted to the bar in 1801. After spending three years in Rho<le 
Island, practicing his profession, he removed in 1804 to the TerritorY. 
of Louisiana, traveling on horseback, and tarrying for a time at 
Vincennes, Indiana Territory. He traveled on foot from Vincennes to 
St. Louis, carrying his scanty wardrobe in a bundle, and first settled in 
St. Charles in 1805, and soon after removed to St. Louis, where he 
resided the balance of his life. In 1806, he was appointed Deputy
.Attorney-General for the districts of St. Louis and St. Charles, and in 
1809, Attorney-General for the Territory of Upper Louisiana, which 
office he held untill 1811, and he was the first delegate in Congress from 
the W est~rn side of the Mississippi River, representing Missouri 
Ten·itory from 1811 to 1814. After his service in Congress, he went 
upon several expeditions against the Indians, was elected to the 
Territorial .Assembly and chosen Speaker. He was a man of ability, 
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pure and without reproach, and his loss was deeply lamented by all who 

knew him. He died in St. Louis, August 10, 1817. 

The first General Assembly under the act of June, 4, 1812, held its 

first meeting in the house of J oscph Robidoux, between Walnut and 

Elm streets, St. Louis, on the 7th of December, 1812, the following 

being the members of the House : 

St. Charles-John Pitman and Robert Spencer. 

St. Louis-David Music, Bernard G. Farrar, William C. Carr and Richard Caulk. 

Ste. Genevieve-George Bullet, Richard S. 'rhomas and Isaac McGready. 

Gape Girai·deau-George F. Bollinger and Spencer Byrd. 

New Madrid-John Shrader and Samuel Phillips. 

The oath of office was administered by John B. C~ Lucas, one of the 

Territorial Judges. William C. Carr was elected Speaker, and Thomas 

F. Riddick, C!et~k, pro tem. Andl'ew Scott was elected pel'manent 

Clerk bc>fore the close of the session. 

The House of Hcpresentatives then proceeded to nominate eighteen 

persons, from whom the President of the United States, with the Senate, 

was to select nine fol' the Council; and out of the number thus named 

the P1·esident and Senate chose the following: 

St. Oharlr!s-.Tames Flangherty and Benjamin Emmons. 

St. Louis-Auguste Choutea.u, Sr., and Samuel Hammond. 

Ste. Genevieve-John Scott and James Maxwell. 

Gape Girai·cleaii-vVillbm Neeley and Joseph Cavenor. 

New Madrid-Joseph Hunter. 
' 

On June 3, 1813, Frederick Bates, Secretary of the Territory and 

Acting Governor, issued his proclamation announcing the names of the 

.. Legislative Council chosen by the President and Senate, and fixing the 

:first Monday in July following for the meeting of the Legislature. 

Before the meeting of this body, William Clark (in July, 1813) 

assumed the duties of the Executive office. 

No proceedings of the Legislatme were officially published, in any 

form, yet portions of 1them appeared in the Missoiiri Gazette. The 

Legislature passed laws regulating and establishing weights and measures, 

the office of Sheriff, mode of taking the census, fixing permanently 

seats of Justice in the counties, compensation to members of the 

Assembly, crimes and punishments, forcible entry and detainer, establish

ing courts of common pleas, incorporating the bank of St. Louis, and 

organizing the county of Washington from a part of Ste. Genevieve.1 

The second session of the General Assembly began:· in St. Louis, on 

the 6th day of December, 1813. The Speaker elect of the House, was 

1 Territorial Laws, Vol. I, pp, 225-290. 
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George Bullett, of Ste. Genevieve County; the Clerk, Andrew Scott; Door-keeper, 'William Sullivan. Vacations having occurred, several new members had been elected. Israel McGready appeared from the new county of vVashington. Samuel Hammond was President of the Legislative Council. 
The Jourual of the Honse, but not of the Cotincil, is to be found in the Gazette. After passing various laws, among them one to regulate elections, one for the suppression of vice and immorality on the Sabbath, one creatincr the offices Territorial Auditor and Treasurer, and County "' 

" Surveyor, one concerning public roads and highways and one regulating the fiscal affairs of the Tenitory, the Assembly adjourned, sine die, on the 19th of January, 1814. The boundaries of the counties of St. Charles, "\'Yashington, Cape Girardeau, and New Madrid, were defined and the county of Arkansas creatcd. 1 

The enumeration of the free white male inhabitants of each county, tnken under the Act of the Legislature, early in 1814, is as follows: 
.Arkansas ........ .............................. 827. New ifadrid ................................. 1548. Cape Girardeau .............................. 2062. Ste. Genevieve .............................. 1701. \Vashington ..................................• 1010. St. Louis ...................................... 314::>. St. Charles ........•........................... 1096. 'l'otal. .............................. 11,392. 

Allowing an equal number of white females, and 1,000 slaves a11d free blacks, and the population of the Territory was 25,000. The census of 1810, by the United States, gives 20,845 of all classes. 
Edward Hempstead, who had discharged his duty faithfully as a' Delegate to Congress, declined a re-election. The candidates for his successor were Rufus Easton, Samuel Hammond, Alexander McNi1ir and Thomas F. Riddick. The aggregate votes from all counties ( <'Xcepting Arkansas) was 2,599, of which Mr. Easton httd 965; Mr. Hammond, 746; Mr. McNair, 853; and Mr. Riddick, (who had withdrawn his name previous to the election), 35. Rufus Easton was elected. The apportionment, under the census of 1814, increased the number of Representatives in the Territorial Legislature, to twenty-two. The first session or the second General Assembly, commenc~d in St. Louis, on the 5th of December, 1814. Twenty Representativef' were present the first day. James Caldwell, of Ste. Genevieve County, was elected Speaker, and Andrew Scott, Clerk. The Council chose "William Neely, of Cape Girardeau County, President. The County of Lawrence was orga_nized from the western part of New Madrid and the corporate powers of St. Louis, as a borough, enlarged. 

Territorial Laws,- Vol. I, pp. 191-338. 
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It appears from the journal of the House, in the Gazette, that James 
Maxwell, a member of the Council from the County of Ste. Genevieve, 
and Seth Emmons, member elect of the House of Representatives from 
the County of St. Louis, had died, and measures were adopted to fill 
the vacancies. 

The Territorial Legislature commenced its annual session in November, 
1815. Only. a partial report can be found in the Gazette. The County 
of Howard was organized, at this session, from the western portion of 
St. Louis and St. Charles Counties, and embraced all that portion of the 
State north of 'the mouth of the Osage and south of the dividing ridge 
between the ~1issh;si~pi and Missouri Rivers·. The s~ssion continued 
unt.il Jmrnary 26th, 1816, when it adjourned. 

The Territorial Legislature of Missouri commenced again in December, 
1816, nnd continued until February 1st, 1817. Among the acts passed, 
was oue to E:ncournge the "killing of wolves, panthers and wild cats"; two· 
or three lotteries were chartered; a charter granted for an academy at 
Potosi ; and a board of trustees incorporated for superintending schools 
in the Town of St. Louis. This was the starting point in the school 
system of that city. The old" Bank of Missouri" was chartered ·and 
soon went into operation, and by autumn, 1817, the two banks, "St. 
Louis" and" Missouri," were issuing bills. The one called St. Louis 
went into operation in 1814. [See Ten-itorinl Laws, Vol. 1, pp.489-553.J 

The Territorial Legislature commenced a session in December, 1818. 
During this session the Counties of Jefferson, Franklin, Wayne, Lincoln, 
Madison, Montgomery, Pike, Cooper, and three counties in the southern 
part of Arkansas, were organized. In the next year (1819) the Territory 
of Arkansas was formed into a separate Territory.1 

So rapid had been the increase of population and the number of 
orgnnized counties, that the Ten·itorial Legislature of 1818-19 made 
application to Congress for the passage of a law by that body authorizing 
the people of Missouri to organize a State Government, and an act was 
accordingly introduced during the same year for that object. John 
Scott was· the delegate from Missouri, he having been chosen at the 
election of 1817 over Rufus Easton. [For a history of the proceedings 
of Congress on this subject, see chapter XVII. J 

i "The .Amlal.S of the West," by J.M. Peck, pp. 759-61. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THREE CENTRA.L COUNTIES-HOWARD, COOPER AND Bomrn.-FRANKLIN, BOONEVILLE AND 
FAYETTE.-THE SA.NT.A FE TR.ADE.-" }fISSOURI INTELLIGENCER."-HARDEMAN'S GARDEN 
DESCRIBED.-TOWN OF SMrrHTON, IN Bomrn COUNTY, ETC., ETC. 

Next in importance and population to the settlement of St. Louis, and 
chronologically next to St. Charles, Femme Osage and Loutre Island, 
was the settlement of the three central counties of Howard, Cooper and 
Boone. 

Howard County was organized January 23, 1816, and included aU that 
part of the State north of the Osage River, and west of Cedar Creek, 

,and the dividing ridge between the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. 
It then embraced the territory since divided into 31 counties, 19 north 
and 12 south of the river, be:sides parts of 9 others. The act organizing 
the county located the sent of justice at Cole's Fort, where the first 
court was held July 8th, 1816. The officers of the court, which under 
the territorial laws d!schai·ged the duties now incumbent on the County 
and Circuit Courts, were David Barton, judge; Gray Bynum, clerk; 
John J. Heath, circuit attorney; and Nicholas S. Burckhartt, Sheriff. 
John Monroe was appointed coroner, and the Legislature appointed 
Benjamin Estell, David Jones, David Kincaid, William Head and Stephen 
Cole commissioners to eh0t;e the county seat, which was first located at 
Cole's Fort. On June 16th, 1816, they chose Franklin, to which place 
it was removed in 1817, and remained there until transferred to Fayette 
in 1823. 

The town of Franklin-now better known as " Old Franklin," to dis
tinguish it from the newer town of the same name, two miles back from 
the river on the bluff-was laid off opposite Boonville, in what was then 
called" Cooper's Bottom" in the fall of 1816-the same year Howard 
County was organized. Franklin was laid off on fifty acres of land 
donated by difl:erent individuals. The Public Square contained two 
acres, and its principal streets were eighty-seven feet wide. It grew 
rapidly and very soon became a populous and thrifty place, commanding 
a lucrative trade, and for the whole of the "Boone's Lick Country," was 
the center of wealth and fashion. Indeed for many years Franklin was 
the most important and :flourishing town in the State west of St. Louis. 
Its early achievements in commerce and wealth during the palmy days 
of the Santa Fe trade and the Boone's Lick salt works, achievements 
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which were accomplished even long before Cooper's Fort, Kincaid's Fort 

and Fort Hempstead were lost from view, would fill a volume. 

A United States land office-Thomas A. Smith Receiver, Charles 

Carroll Register -was located there at which the :first land sales west 

of Saint Louis were held in November, 1818. Great crowds of citi

zens and speculators attended this sale, and lands in every part of the 

district were sold at that time. 

Among those who, in its palmiest <lays, resided in Franklin may be 

mentioned: Hamilton R. Gamble, Abiel Leonard, Lilburn W. Boggs, 

Nicholas S. Burckhart, Ben. H. Reeves, C. F. Jackson, Ch. Cnnoll, 

T. A. Smith, Drs. James H. Benson, G. C. Hart, N. Hutchinson, and 

John J. Lowry; Ben. Holladay, A. J. Williams, Richard Gentry, David 

Todd, W. V. Hector, Giles M. Samuel, Moss Prewitt and many others 

whose names are historic, and who, although dead, yet speak in the annals 

of the State. 
The first newspnper established west of St. Louis was the "j)1issouri 

Intelligencer," which was esttihlished in Franklin, by Nathaniel Patton, 

in April, 1819, where it continued to be published till the removal of the 

seat of justice to Fayette, iu 1823, when it was removed to that plucE 

In 1835, Mr~ Patton moved the printing materials to Columbia, where b 

commenced the publication of " Tlie Patriot," which was succeeded i 

184-3 by the "Mi.ssow·i Statesman,'' by Wm. F. Switzler and John B. 

Williams. The press-a small hand-press of wooden frame, iron bed, 

platen and joints, known among "the craft" as the Ramage-on which 

the "Intelligencer" was printed was presented, some years ago, to the 

Mercantile Library Association of St. Louis, by Wm. F. Switzler, where 

it can be seen. Some of the walnut printers' stands used in the 

"Intelligencer" office in 1819, and with Mr. Patton's name upon them, 

are still in daily use in the "State8man" office at Columbia. 

On the 28th of May, 1819, the first steamboat which ascended the 

Missouri as high up as Franklin, the "Independence," Captain Nelson, 

reached that pl:tce after a twelve days' voynge from St. Louis. 

About three years after the removal of the county seat to Fayette, the 

Missouri began to make serious encroachments upon the river front of 

Franklin, and year after year house after house, and street after street 

yielded to the insidious waters. By 1832 it became evident that the 

town-or what remained of it-must either be moved to a 1ess exposed 

location or be washed into the stream. During that year, therefore, the 

town was re-located on a bluff two miles from the river, ancl called 

New Franklin, and many of the houses of the old town moved to it. 

13 
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~Tust above the mouth of the Lamine River, in Howard County, and 
:five miles above Old Franklin, there was from about 1820 to 1835 a lovely 
and famous retreat known as "Hardeman' s Garden" -a vine-clad and 
rose-covered bower, very similar to the renowned "Tower Grove" of 
that public benefactor, Henry Shaw, of St. Louis. 

A Home on the Missouri. 

The founder of this celebrated garden, John Hardeman, was a North 
Carolinian by birth; born in l 7iG, removed in 1817 to Carondelet, 
Missouri, from vVilliamson County, Tennessee, and two years nfterward 
to Howard County. He was a gentleman of wealth and culture, and 
studied and practiced law in his native Stale. But, being passionately 
fond of agricultmal and horticultural pursuits, he abandoned. his pro
fession and determined to establish in the wilds of Missouri and on the 
rich al1uvial lands in "Cooper's Bottom" the most splendidly-equipped 
farm and garden west of the Alleghanies. .Ambitious to excel in this 
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attractive industry, he purchased several hundred acres of land, and on 
a chosen spot immediately on the Missouri River laid off ten acres in an 
exact square for a botanic garden, sparing neither expense nor labor in 
adorning it with fruits, flowers and shrubs, indigenous and exotic. Ser
pentine walks, paved with shells, conducted the admiring visitor through 
tb,is charming court of :Flora, where, amid zephyrs of the richest per
fume, flowers of the most beautiful hue greeted the eye and fruits of 
the most delicious flavor tempted the hand. 

No doubt Byron was endeavoring to convey some idea of such a spot 
when his rich fancy gushecl forth in this beautiful rhapsody: 

" Know ye the land of the cedar and vine, 
Where the flowers evel' blossom, the beams ever shine; 
Where the light wings of Zephyr, oppresseu with perfume, 
\Vax faint o'er the gardens of Gnl in her bloom; 
Wl1ere the citron aud olive are the fairest of fruit, 
And the voice of the nightingale never is mute; 
Where the tints of the earth and the hues of the sky, 
In color though varied, in beauty may vie." 

But "Hardeman's Garden" is gone ! And he, to whose genius and 
cultivation it was indebted for the adornment and brilliance which made 
the forest bloom and blossom as the rose, is also gone-having, in 1829, on 
his way home from Old Mexico, died of yellow fever in New Orleans.1 
And the gay and cheerful groups who once threaded its labyrinthian 
paths, enchanted by the songs of birds and made happy in the midst 
of cultivated magnificence, are to be seen no more. Not a tree, or 
shrnh, or vine, or flower of the Garden remains. All are gone-even 
the very spot on which this Elysium was loeated ! It, as well as the once 
fiouri.shiug town of :Franklin, has fallen a victim to the treacherous cur
rents of tho river, whose banks they once adorned. 

Of Franklin scarcely a vestige is left, for its very foundations were 
years ago undermined hy the waters of the river and washed away. The 
site of its main business street, where, in the heyday of its prosperity 
and glory and power, the long caravans for Santa Fe formed in line of 
march, or busy merchants, adventurers, traders and speculators con
gregated to grasp the wealth of this new world, is a half a mile or 

i Hon. G. O. Hardeman, one of the members of the Legislature from Franklin County 
(1877), is a son of John Hardeman, He informs the writer that the farm and garden 
remained a part of his father's unsettled estate for many years-the garden, and best 
portions of the farm, having disappea1'.ed in the Missouri River years before the remain- 1 

ing land was sold in 1865 to Dr. Kingsbury of Howard County. 
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more from the present shore. Nothing remains of the town except the 
gmve- yard, originally located in the rear of it in a grove of stately 
cotton-woods, where are interred the remains of many of those who 
early sought fame and fortune in the wilds of the Boone's Lick-this 
lrnllowed spot alone has escaped the mad whirl-pools and insidious 
eddies of the Mfosouri. 

Population of Howard County in 1821, 7,321; in 187ti, 17,815. 

On the return of Colonel Ben. Cooper and others from Loutre Island 
in :February, 1810, to Howard County, 1 two of the party-Hannah Cole 
and Stephen Cole-crossed the river and settled on or near the spot on 
which Boonville now stands. The families of these two pioneers con
sisted of seventeen persons, and these ut that time were the only white 
persons living within the present limits of Cooper County. Their only 
neighbors, south of the river, were the Sauk and Fox Indians, the for
mer of whom, ·with their chief, Quushgami, occupied the country on the 
Moniteau Creek in the south part of what is now Cooper County. 

In 1811 others came from" Cooper's Bottom" in Howard County and 
settled near Hannah and Stephen Cole, and during the following year 
built Cole's Fort, about one and a-half miles east of Boonville, and on 
what is now known as "the old fort field." 

Cooper County was organized Deeer~1 her 18th, 1818, and was named 
in honor of Sarshell Cooper, whose tragic death on the night of April 
14th, 1814, is eleewhPrf' uoti('<'d. 

Booneville was located on land first SPttled upon and owned by Mrs. 
Hannah Cole. The original plnt wns made by Captain Asa Morgan and 
Charles Lucas, August 1st, 1817, and was called Booneville by Judge 
J. B. C. Lucas in honor of the grnnt pioneer. 

Charles Lucas was a son of Judge Lucas, and was killed by Colonel 
Benton in a duel on Bloody Island, September 27th, 1817, aged twenty
:five years. Booneville became the county seat August 13th, 1819, and 
was incorporated Febmary 8th, 1839. The fiest election held May 3d, 
1839, made Marcus vVilliams, Sr., Mayor; J. Rice, President of the 
Board, and vVilliam Shields, J. L. Collins, Jacob Wyan, David Andrews, 
Charles Smith, J. S. McFarland, and .T. H. Malone, Councilmen. The 
:first court was held at the house of William Bartlett, Esq., March 1st, 
1819, David Todd presiding, William M. McFarland, Sheriff, and 
Robert C. Clark, Clerk. 

1 See preceding chapter. 
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The :fii~t Court-House-a small two-story brick-was completed in 
1823, on the same spot on which the present Court-House, which was 
built in 18;10, now stands. 

Population of Cooper County in 1821, 3,483; in 1876, 21,356. 

The :first settlement, in what is now Boone County, was made in 
1812-13, at what a few years afterwards was called "Thrall's Prairie," 
by John Berry and Reuben Gentry; the latter the father of Colonel 
William Gentry, of Pettis County, who was a candidate for Governor in 
1874. In 1815, immedhttely following the treaty by which the Indians 
relinquished all their country in Missouri Territory, north of the river, 
Robert Hinkson, William Callaham, William Graham, Reuben and Henry 
Cave located along the old "Boone's Lick" trail, or old St. Charles 
Road, leading from St. Louis to Old Franklin, which was made by 
Beiijamin Cooper and others in 1810. In 1816, Augustus Thrall. 
Dr. George B. Wilcox, Tyre Hnrris, Overton Harris, Anderson Wood~ 
William Leintz, the Wilhites and others settled on what is now Thrall'. 
Prairie, in the western part of the county. 

The years 1817 and 1818 witnessed a great influx of population to the 
t'Boone's Lick Country," as all Central Missouri was then familiarly 
called.; These early. settlers were mainly from Kentucky (principally 
Madison County), Vl.rginia, Tennessee and North Carolina. · The county 
was organized from Howard, November 16th, 1~20, and named in honor 
of Daniel Boone. Th'e county seat was :first located at Smithton, one mile 
west of the present C~lumbia Court-House, 'and named in honor of 
General T. A. Smith, receiver of the laud office at Franklin, and one 
of the proprietors of the town site. 

On July 23d, 1819, the following advertisement was published in the 
11fissouri Intelligencer, at Franklin, giving notice of the wants of the 
Trustees of Smithton : · 

The Trustees of Smithton wish immediately to contract for building a DOUBLE 

HEWED LOG HOUSE, shingled roof and stone chimne.ys, one story and a half high, 
in that town. Timbe1· and stone are very convenient. They will also contract for 
DIGGING and W.A.LLING a WELL. Tbe improvements to be :finished by the first of 
November next, when payment will be made. 

July 23, 1819. 
T.A.YLOR BERRY, } 
RICH.A.RD GENTRY, Trustees. 
D.A.VID TODD, 

The :first county court was held February 23d, 1821 ; the :first circuit 
-court, at Smithton, beneath the branches of a sugar maple, on April 
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2d, 1821: David Todd, Judge; Roger N. Todd, Clerk; Overton Harris, 
Sheriff; Hamilton R. Gamble, Circuit-Attorney. 

The county seat was removed from Smithton to Columbia, November 
15th, 1821, on acconut of a failure to :find water in the former place 
by digging wells. 

The :first circuit court held in Columbia, was December 7th, 1821. 
Nashville, on the Missouri River, was laid off in 1821, on a Spanish 

grant of land owned by Ira P. Nash; and Rocheport in 1825-the latter 
town ou a New Madrid claim. 

Population of Boone County in 1821, 3,692; in 1876, 31,923. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

THE FIRST STEAMBOATS.-ROBERT FULTON, THE PIONEER STEAMBOAT BUILDER.-HIS 
DEATH IN 1815.-I:N 1817 THE "G&'-TERAL Pnrn" LANDS AT ST. LOUIS.-IN 1819 THE 
"L."°DEPENDENCE" E;):TEHS THE MISSOURI RIVER, PROCEEDS TO FRANKLIN AND CIIARITON, 
AND RETURNS TO 8T. Lours.-PUBLIC MEETING AT FHANKLIN.-OTHER STEAMERS 
NAVIGATE THE l\IISSOURI DURING THE SAME YEAR. 

The invention of steam as a propelling power is an honor claimed by 
various nations; but the fil'st extensive employment of it, and the most 
valuable improvements made upon the steam engine, the world indis
putably owes to the Americans and English. 

Inseparably connected with the invention of steamboats and the great 
revolution they effected in the commerce of the world is the name of 
Robert Fulton, a celebrated American engineer and inventor, who was 
born near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1765. At the early age of seven
teen he evinced remarkable geui us as a painter of portraits and landscapes, 
and opened a studio in Philadelphia. Afterwards he visited London. 
where he pursued his art under the tuition of his celebrated country
man, Benjamin 'Vest. \Vhile in England he made the acquaintance of 
the Duke of Bridgewater and Lord Stanhope, through whose influence 
and encouragement he turned his attention to mechanics, and developed 
those remarkable powers which culminated in the invention of the 
steamboat. He aftel'wards vi"ited Paris, and Bonaparte, then First 
Consul of France, appointed a commission to examine the Torpedo, a 
submarine vessel he had invented for naval warfare. In 1801 several 
experiments were made with it in the harbor of Brest. 
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Receiving in Paris but little encouragement, he returned in 180G to 
the United States, and, being supplied with the necessary funds by 
Robert Livingston, V1:ho had been American ambassador at Paris, Fulton 
in 1807 conclusively proved that steam could be successfully applied to 
the propulsion of veo;sels on water. His :fir::;t boat was the Clermont, 
which made reguhtr" trips between New York and Albany nt the rate of 
five miles an hour. Very soon this speed was increased by improved'. 
machinery. Other boats followed, both on the northern and western. 
rivers, exciting the admiration nnd wonder of the people. 

In the midst of his great achievements Fulton died February 24, 181·5 .. 
Within three mo11ths after the death of Fulton; that is in May,, 1815,. 

the steamboat Enterprise, Captain Henry M. Shreve, made a trip from. 
New Orleans to Louisville. She left New Orleans on Mny 6th, and1 

reached Louisville on the 31st of the same month, making the passage· 
in twenty-five days. 

The :first steamboat which ascended the Mississippi above the mouth> 
of the Ohio, was the Gene1·al Pike, Captain Jacob Reid, which Iandei' 
in St. Louis at the foot of Market street, Angust 2, 1817, and wa 
hailed by the citizens with demo11strations of joy. 

The next was the Oonstitittion, Captain R. T. Guyard, which arrivei.... 
October 2, 1817. There were sevC'ral anivals during the year 1818. 

The Independence, Captain John Nelson, from Louisville, Kentucky, 
was the pioneer steamboat in the nnvignJion of the Missouri, and the 
first to enter that stream. "Colonel Elias Rector and oth~rs of St. Louis 
had chartered her to go up the Missouri as high as the town of Chariton, 
now a deserted town t\vo miles above Gla~gow, near the mouth of the 
Chariton River. She left St. Louis May 15, 1819, and arrived at 
Franklin, Howard County, on May 28th, occasioning the wildest excite
ment and the greatest joy nmong the people. 

The following were some of the passengers on the Independence: 
Colonel Elias Rector, Stephen Rector, Captain Desha, J. C. Mitchell, 
Dr. Stewart, .T. w·anton and Major .T. D. Wilcox. 

Immediately after its arrival at Franklin, a public dinner was given 
the passengers and officers of the boat. A public meeting was then 
held, of which Asa Morg::rn was elected. President, :ind Dr. N. 
Hutchinson, Vice-President. 

Numerous toasts were offered and speeehes were made by Colonel 
Elias Rector, General Duff Green, Captain Nelson, Dr. J. H. Benson, 
C. J. Mitchell, Major Thomas Douglass, Stephen Rector, Lilburn W. 
Boggs, John W. Scudder, Benjamin Holliday, Dr. Dawson, Augustus 
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Storrs, N. Patten, jr., Mnjor J. D. Wilcox, Dr. J. J. Lowry, Major 
Richard Gentry, Joseph B. Howard and Lewis W. Jordon. 

The Independence continued her voyage up to Uhariton, as per contract, 
returned to St. Louis on the 5th of June and took freight for Louisville. 

The St. Louis Enquire1· of the 9th of June, 1819, made the following 
remarks relative to the first attempt to navigate the Missouri by steam 
power: "The passage of the steamboat Independence, Captain Nelson, 
up the Missouri to Franklin and Chariton, is an era in the history of that 
noble river, and has called forth the most .lively feelings of joy and 
triumph all over the country. By refe1:ring to the head of Steamboat 
Intelligence, it will be seen that the banks of the river were visited by 
crowds of citizens to witness this great event, and to testify their joy and 
admiration." ' 

In 1818 the Goverment of the United States projected the celebrated 
Yellowstone Expedition, the objects of which were to ascertain whether 
the Missouri River was navigable by steamboats, and to establish a line 
of forts from its mouth to the Yellowstone. The expedition started from 
Plattsburg, New York, in 1818, under command of Colonel Henry 
A.tkinson. General Nnthan Ranney, a well-known citizen of St. Louis, 
recently deceased, was an attnche of this expedition. Also Captain Wm. 
D. Hubbell, now (1877) a citizen of Columbia, Missouri. It arrived at 
Pittsburg in the spring of 18.19, where Colonel S. H. Long, of the Topo
graphical Engineers of the United States Army, had constructed the 
Western Engineer, a small steamer to be used by him and his scientific 
corps in pioneering the expedition to the mouth of the Yellowstone. 

In 1874, General Ranney presented to the Missouri Historical Society 
the following historical memorandum for incorporation in the scrap-book 
of the association : 

"In 1818-19, Major Long, of the United States Topographical Engineers, built a steamboat at Pittsburg for exploring the Western waters to the Yellowstone River. The boat was christened the Western Engineer. On its stern,(') running from the keel, was the image of a huge serpent, painted black, v,.ith mouth red and its tongue the color of a live coal. The steam exhausted fi:om the mouth of the serpent, which led the Indians to look upon it with astonishment and wonder. They sa.w in it the power of the Great Spirit, and thought the boat was carried upon the back of the great serpent. Many were afraid to go near it, and looked upon the machinery of the craft with especial awe. The boat was in command of Lieutenant Swift, though his name in no wise applied to the traveling capacity of the steamer. As a means of exploration she proved a success. She was a side-wheeler, and the first boat to ascend the Upper :Missouri." 

I Other authorities, and we believe them correct, say the image of the serpent's head projected from the prow instead of the stern of the vessel. 
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This boat arrived in St. Louis, J nne 8, 1819, and on the 21st of the 
same month, in company with the Government steamers Expedition, 
Captain Craig; Tlwm,as Jefferson, Captain Orfort, and R. M. Johnson, 
Captain Colfax, and nine keel boats,(1) left ou their loi1g and perilous 
voyage. Their entrance into the mouth of the Missouri River was 
signalized by music, waking the echoes of the forest wilds, and by the 
streaming of flags in the breeze. 

It was the intention of those in charge of the expedition, out of respect 
to ex-President Jefferson, who bad done so much to acquire Louisiana, 
to award the honor of the first entrance to the steamer bearing his name; 
but au accident to her machinery caused a temporary delay, and there
fore the entry was made by the Expedition, which slowly steamed he:r 
way to Fort Belle Fountain, situated about four miles from the mouth of 
the river. ,.... · 

Afterwards they proceeded on their voyage; the Jejfe1·son, however, 
near Cote Sans Dessein, being wrecked on a snag and lost. 

CHAPTER XVII-. 

MISSOURI AS A STATE.-APPLICATION TO BE ADMITTED INTO THE UNION.-THE BEGINNING 
OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY AGITATION.-.AN ANGRY DEBATE IN CONGRESS.-THE PROVISO 
.ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE AND ltEJIWTED BY THE SENATE.-CONGRESS ADJOURNS, 
REFUSING TO ADMIT Tl·IH: S·rATE.-AGI'rATION AND BITTER CONTROVERSIES ARISE.
INTEGRITY OF THE UNION l\IENACED.-T!IE QUESTION BFlF'ORE THE XV!TH CONGRESS.
" Tim MISSOUHI COMPICOMIRii" PASSED.-CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1820.-DAVID 
BARTON.-CONSTI'l'UTION PlmSEN'l'ED TO 00NGRESS.-R~JSISTANCE TO ADMISSION.
ANOTHER FE,\RFUL .ANTI-SI,AVlmY STORM.-MR- CLAY WITH HIS GRAND COMMITTEE 
OF THIRTY COMES TO T!rn JrRONT.-THl~Y REPORT A SECOND "MISSOURI COMPROMISE," 
WHICH IS ADOPTJW.-MISSOUI!I IS ADMITTED.-POPULAR ERROR CORRECTED RESPECTING 
MR. CLAY.-QUEST!ONS ANSwlmED BY PRESIDENT MONROE'S CABINET. 

One of the most interesting and instructive periods in the history of 
Missouri is that which succeeded tbe application of the Territorial Legis
lature of 1818-19 to admit the State into the National Union. Questions 
of the gravest moment engnged the attention of two consecutive sessions 
of Congress, and excited the people to an alarming degree.. Indeed, 
"The Missouri Question" was fruitful of such violent aud bitter discus-

i 1 The keel boats had been fitted out with wheels and masts by Aaron Sutton, the father 
of Richard D. Sutton, now a well-known citizen of St. Louis. 
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sions in the Nationa,l Legislature, and so convulsed the country, that for 
a time the Republic itself was in imminent peril. 

In order that those who read these pages may have a proper: appre
hension ·of the gravity of the occasion, and of the questions discussed 
and decided, it is proper that a clear and faithful synopsis of the pro
ceedings of Congress, which cut so prominent a :figure in the history of the 
State, should appear in this volume. 

,John Scott, havi1w at the o-eneral election in 1817 been elected to :::> "' 
succeed Mr. E:iston, was the delegate of the Territory in Con~!.Tess; 
and although under the Constitntion he could not vote, he frequently and 
ably exercised the privilege of debate. 

On February 15, 1819,1 the House resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole (Mr. Smith, of :Maryland, in the chair,) on the bill to. 
authorize the people of the Missouri Territory to form a Constitution and 
State Government, and for the admission of the same into the Union on 
an equal footing with th.e original States. During the progress of the 
discussion which followed, Mr. Tallmadge of New York moved to amend 
the bill by adding to it the following proviso : 

"Ana ProviCleCl, That the further introduction of slavery or involuntary servitude be 
prohibited, except for the punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have been fully 
convicted; and that all children born within the said State, after the admission thereof 
into the Union, shall be free at the age of twenty-five years." 

The introduction of this amendment and the exciting debate which 
followed, produced a profound sensation in Congress and throughout the 
country, especially in Missouri; and it may be referred to as the 
commencement of the anti-slavery and pro-slavery agitation which for 
forty years thereafter distracted our public councils. 

During the debnte, the proviso was supported ·in speeches by Mr. 
Taylor of New Yo1~k ~n~ others, and ~sed by ]\fr. ClaJ'." of Kentucl~y, 
JYfr. Barbour of V1rgu11a and others. The dehatc, wlnch was qmte 
exciting, involved two questions chiefly~ as did all subsequent discussions 
of the subject in h0th Houses of Congress. On the one hand it was 
maintained witb great spirit and persistency, that the resolutions of the 
Hou~e of Representatives of 1790, in response to the first petition 
presented aski1;g the abolition of slnvery, had adversely settled the 
question of Constitutional power over the institution; that in the 
admission of Ken~ucky, Tennessee, Louisiana, :Mississippi and Alabama. 

1 Benton's Abridgment of the Debates of Congress, Vol. VI., p. 333. 
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no attempt was made either to revive the slavery agitation or to impose 
a similar restriction, and that in each of them negro slavery existed; 
that Congress had no Constitutional right to prescribe to any State the 
details of its government, any further than that it should be repl~blican 
in it~ form; and that such power, if exercised, would be nugatory, since, 
once admitted into the Union, the people of any State have. the 
unquestioned right to amend their Constitution, etc. On the other 
hand it was as strongly contended that while it might be true, and vvas 
true, that Congress had HO Constitutional authority to interfere with 
slavery in the thirteen original States, it had full power to inhibit it in 
the Territories ; that Congress hnd the right to annex conditions to the 
admission of any new State into the Union ; that admission or refusal 
to admit was within the discretion of Cong,ress; that slavery was 
incompatible with our Republican institutions, and that free and slave 
labor could not co-exist. 

The question being put on the proviso of Mr. Tallmadge, it was 
adopted, 79 to 67, and so reported to the House, which proceeded on 
February 16th to its consideration. 

Debate followed, Mr. Scott of Missouri being among those who 
addressed the House in opposition to the proviso, maintaining that the 
proposed restriction was not only a badge of inequality among States 
theoretically equal, but inconsistent with the treaty stipulations under 
which Louisiana (of which Missouri was a part,) was acquired.· Louisi
ana from its earliest colonization, Imel tolerated and recognized negro 
slavery on both sides of the Mississippi. Not only this, but the 
governments of both France and Spain had sustained African slavery; 
and in the transfer of Louisiana the treaty of cession secured to the 
inhabitants of the Province of which Missouri was then a part, protection 
and enjoyment of their prnperty. 

Mr. Tallmadge of New York-author of the amendment-followed 
Mr.· Scott, controverting his fundamental propositions of law and policy, 
right and duty; and a division being demanded, a vote was tnken on the 
first member of the proviso ending with the word "convicted," and it was 
adopted: ayes 87; nays 76. The second member, being the remainder 
of the proposition, then passed-ayes 82; nays 78. The bill was then 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 97 to 56. 

On the 17th of February, 1819, the bill was taken up in the Senate, 
and referred to a committee. Having been reported to the Senate, that 
body on the 27th proceeded to vote, :first, on a motion to strike out the 
latter member of the amendment-all after the word "convicted"-which 
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passed : yeas 31, nays 7; and, secondly, on a motion to strike out the 
first clause, (or remainder) of the restriction, which also passed, yeas 22, 
nays 16-thus by the two votes rejecting the entire proposition. 

On March 2d the House refused, 76 to 78, to concur in the Senate 
amendment striking out the Tallmadge proviso, and the hill was returned 
to the Senate; and the Senate refusing to recede and the Honse to concur, 
the bill was lost, and on the 3d of Murch 1819 the xvth Congress 
adjoumed $ine die. 

This left the two Houses geographically divided: the one free and 
north, the other slave and south, and the same division extended itself 
with electric speed to the States and the people. · It was a period o.f 
deep apprehension, filling with dismay the hearts of the steadiest 
patriots. It would be nine months before Congress would sit again. 
The agitation, great as it was, was to become greater and fiercer, and the 
wisest could not forecast its consequences. The movement to put the 
anti-slavery restriction on .Arkansas, also at that time asking admission 
into the Union as a State, and the close and equivocal votes on the 
question in Congress, greatly aggravated "The Missouri Question," and 
seemed to menace the Slave States with total exclusion from the Province 
of Louisiana. Hence the fearful storm of controversy which succeeded 
the adjournment, and marred the deliberations of the next Congress. 

The xvrth Congress convened December 6th, 1819. On the 29th, 
Mr. Smith, of South Carolina, presented to the Senate the memorial of 
the Legislative Colmcil and House of Representative of the Missouri Terri
tory, praying to be admitted into the Union as a separate and independent 
State, signed by David Ba1ton, Speaker of the House, and Benjamin 
Emmons, President of the Council, which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

On January 25th, the House, having on the previous day refused, 88 
to 87, to postpone.the bill to awnit the action of the Senate on the same 
subject, went into committee of the whole on the bill authorizing the 
people of the Missouri Territory to form a Constitution and State 
Government, etc,; and from day to day, with an occasional recess, 
remained in committee discussing the bill and proposed amendments 
until February 19th, when the House took up the bill from the Senate for 
the admis,;ion of Maine. This had been so amended as to connect it 
with "The Missouri Question," by the adoption, February 17th, on the 
motion of Honorable Jesse B. Thomas, Senator from Illinois, of the 
following: 1 

I Benton's Abridgement of the Debates of Congress, vol:VI, p. 451. 
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AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That in all that territory ceded by France to the 

United States, under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees and 

thirty minutes north latitude [excepting only such part thereof as is] included within the 

limits of the State contemplated by this act, slavery and involuutary servitude, other

wise thari in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 

shall be· and is hereby forever prohibited: Provirled always, That any person escaping 

into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any State or Territory 

of the United States, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the 

zlaiming his or her labor or services as aforesaid." 

This amendment was adopted by the Senate on February 17 ; yeas 34, 

nays 10, and became .the basis of the "Missouri Compromise;" modified 

afterwa"l'ds by striking out the word;; in italic and embraced in brackets. 

On ordering the bill to a third reading in the Senate the vote stood, 

ayes 24; noes 20. After its passage it was not sent to the House until 

March 2 ; and during the interval between its adoption by the Senate 

and its repent to the House, the latter body was engaged in one of the 

most. impo1tant nnd exciting debates which ever occurred in the American 

Congress. It was during this great debate, and on February 8, 1820, 

that · Mr< Clay, of Kentucky, at that time Speaker of the House, 

addressed the Committee of the Whole for four hours in one of the most 

eloquent and masterly speeches of his life against the right and expedi

ency of the proposed restriction. What a loss to mankind that the 

speech was not reported ! 
On the same day the bill and amendments were reported from the 

Senate, the House (March 2d) took them up, and by a vote of 134 to 42 

concurred in the amendment, which struck out the slavery restriction 

on the State of Missouri, and inserted the clause inhibiting slavery in 

the territory nq_rth of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude. 

And so; all tiie amendments being concurred in, the bill was passed by 

the two Houses-the "Missouri Compromise," so-called then and so 

recognized now, constituting Section 8 of "An act to authorize the people 

of the Missouri Territory to. form a Constitution and State Government, 

and for the admission of sucJ: State into the Union on an equal footing 

with the original States, and to prohibit slavery in certain territory." · 

Approved 6th March, 1820. 1 

Under the act of Congress the people of Missouri, then organized into 

:fifteen counties, were authorized to hold.an election ou the first Mouday, 

and two succeeding days of May, 1820, to choose representatives to a 

State Convention, which was to meet at the seat of government (then 

St. Louis) on Monday, June 12th of the same year. When thus 

1 Territorial Laws, vol. I, pp. 628-31. 



206 IDSTORY OF MISSOURI. 

assembled they were authorized ( 1.) to adjourn to any other place in 
the Territory; ( 2.) to determine by a majority of the whole number 
elected whether or not it was expedient at that time to form a Constitu
tion; ( 3.) if expedient, to proceed to discharge the high trust, and 
( 4.) or if more expedient to provide by ordinance for electing represenfa
tivc•s to another convention who should perform that duty. 

The election was held in May, and the following are the.names of the 
members elected to the Convention, and the counties they represented : 

Cape GirardeaU-Stephen Byrd, James Evans, Richard S. Thomas, Alexander Buckner, Joseph McFerron. 
Oooper-Robert P. Clark, Robert Wallace, Wm. Lillard. 
Franklin-John G. Heath. 
Howard-Nicholas s. Burkhartt, Duff Green, John Ray, Jonathan S. Findlay, Benj. H.Reeves. 
Jefferson-Daniel Hammond. 
Lincoln-Malcolm Henry • 
.Montgomery-Jonathan Ramsey, James Talbott • 
.Madison-Nathaniel Cook. 
New Madrid-Robert D. Dawson, Christopher G. Houts. 
Pike-Stephen Cleaver. 
St. Oha1·les-Benj. Emmons, Nathan Boone, Hiram H. Baber. 
Ste. Genevieve-John D. Cook, Henry Dodge, John Scott, R. T. Brown. 
St. Louis-David Barton, Edward Bates, Alexander McNair, Wm. Rector, John C. Sullivan, Pierre Chouteau, Jr., Bernard Pratte, '.!.'hos. F. Riddick. 
Washington-John Rice Jones, Samuel Perry, John Hutchings. 
Wayne-Elijah Bettis. 

In all forty-one representatives, who met in what was then known as 
the "Mansion House,'' (now "Denver House,") on the corner of Third 
and Vine streets, St. Louis, and concluded their labors by signing the 
Constitution they formed 011 the 19th July. David Barton was elected 
President of the CoD:vention, aud Wm. G. Pettis, Secretary. Mr. Barton 
was one of the ahlest and most remarkable men Missouri ever produced. 
On the admission of the State into the Union, he was elected to the 
United States Senate, and served with distinction in that body from 1821 , 
to 1831, and died a lunatic at the house of Wm. Gibson, one mile east 
of Boonville, Septemher 28th, 1837, and was buried in Walnut Grove 
Cemetery, nt Boonville. 

The Constitution which the convention formed took effect from the 
authority of the body itself, no provision having been made to submit 
it to a vote of,the people. fr was a model of perspicuity and states
manship, and withstood all efforts to supplant or materially amend it 
until the celebrated "Drake Conveution" of 1865. 
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The second session of the xvrth Congress met November 13th, 1820, 
and on the 16th, Mr. Scott, delegate from 1\Iissouri, laid before the 
House a miumscript copy of the Constitution of the State, which was 
referred to a select committee-William Lowndes of South Carolina, 
John Sergeant of Pennsylvania, and Samuel Smith of Maryland. On 
the 23d Mr. Lowndes made a report from the committee, accompanied 
by a preamble and resolution, the former reciting the title of the act of 
Congress of March 6th, 1820 ; the fact that a convention was held and a 
constitution formed pursuant thereto, and that said constitl,ltion "is 
republican, and in conformity with the provisions of said act;" and the 
htttcr to admit the State into the Union on an equal footing with the 
original States. 

A debtite at once arose, which continued for some three weeks, in 
which u fierce resistance was made to the admission of the State, 
chiefiy on the grounds, first, because the Con::;titution sanctioned slavery, 
and, second, because in the article defining the legislative power of the 
Generul Assembly there was this injunction: 

" It shall be their duty, as soon as may be, to pass such laws as may be necessary to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from coming to, and settling in this State, under any pretext whatsoever." 

It was maintained that this clause, which was the fourth of the thirty
sixth section of ,the third article of the Constitution, authorized the 
Legislature to prohibit the emigration of free people of color into the 
State, it being held that the latter was a breach of that clause in the 
Federal Constitution which guarantees equal privileges in all the States 
to the ci(zens of every State, of which the right of emigration was one. 

But the real point of objection with many was the slavery clause, and 
the existence of slavery in the State, which it sanctioned and seemed 
to perpetuate. . 

On December 11th, on motion of .M1-. Baldwin of Pennsylvania, the 
preamble offered by Mr. Lowndes was stricken out-87 to 65-aud 011 
the 13th, the House refused-93 to 79-to engross the resolution and 
ord~r it to a third reading, which was equivalent to its rejection. 

In the Senate ·the application of the State shared a similar fate. On 
the second day of the session the question was referred to a select com
mittee-William Smith of South Carolina, James Burrill of Rhode 
Island, and Nathaniel Macon of North Carolina, who, on November 29th, 
reported a resolution in favor of the admission of the State into the 
Union. · 
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.After a two weeks' debate in the Senate, quite similar in spirit and 
argument to the debate in the House, Mr. Eaton of Tennessee (Decem
ber 11th) offered an. amendment to the resolution, which was agreed to 
by a rising vote, as .follows : 

"Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to give the assent of 
Congress to any provision in the Constitution of Missouri, if any such there be, which 
contravenes that clause in the Constitution of the United States which declares that 'the 
citizens of each State shall be .entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in 
the several States.' " 

After which the resolution, as amended, was adopted-yeas 26, 
nays 18: 

On the 29th of January, 1821, on motion of Mr. Clay of Kentucky, 
the House, in Committee of the Whole, took up the resolntion aud 
caveat or proviso, from the Senate. .After various unsuccessful attempts 
to amend it, and an animated debate of three days on the evils of slavery, 
the rights of the South, the balance of power, the nature of the obliga
tions .and benefits of the Union, etc., the Conimittee-7;) to 73-agreed. 
to report the resolution to the House ; and the question then being on 
agreeing to the amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole, 
the vote in the House was: yeas 79, nays 88. Not agreed to. .A. second 
resolution to the same e:lfect afterwards passed the Senate and was again 
rejected by the House. 

The perils of the situation being great and imminent, and anxious to 
make a last effort to settle this distracting question, Mr. Clay (February 
22d) moved that a committee of twenty-three, a number equal to the 
number of States, be appointeu to act jointly with a committee of the 
Senate, to consider and report "whether it be expedient or not to make 
provision for the admission of Missouri into the Union on the same footing 
as the original States, and for the due execution of the laws of the United 
States, within Missouri; and, if not, whether any other, and what pro
vision, adapted to her actual condition, ought to be made a law." 

This motion was adopted by a majority of nearly two to one-101 to 
55-and tqe committee of twenty-three, with Mr. Cluy as chairman, 
was then chosen. 

The Senate (February 24th), by a vote almost unanimous-29 to 7-
agreed to thtt joint resolution and appointed seven of its members on the 
joint committee. 

On Monday, February 26th, the committee reported to each House 
the following: 
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Besol1)ea, by the Senate anil House of Representati1)es of the Uniteil States of America, in 
Congress assembleil : That Jl!!:issouri shall be admitted into this Union on an equal footing with the original States, in all respects whatever, upon the fundamental condition, that the fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section of the third article of the constjtution submitted on the part of said State to Congress, shall never be construed to authorize the passage of any law, and that no law shall be passed in conformity thereto, by which any citizen of either ot the States in this Union, shall be exclndcd from the enjoyment of any of the privileges and immunities to which such citizen is entitled under the Conc;titution of the United States: Provided, that the Legislature of said State, by A SOLEMN 
PUBLIC ACT, shall declare the assent of the said State to the said fundamental condition, nnd shall transmit to the President of the United States, on or before the fourth Monday m November next, an authentic copy of the said act; upon the receipt whereof, the President, by proclamation, shall annonnce the fact; whereupon, and without any further proceeding on the part of Congress, the admission of the s:tid State into the 
Union shall be considered as complete. 

The resolution was c.onsiderecl in the House without delay, and, after 
a brief debate, w11s adopted-yeas 86, nays 82-and ordered to be sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. All attempts to amend it in the Senate 
were voted down, and on Febrnary 28th, the resolution passed-yeas 28, 
nays 14, a vote of two to one.1 

The reason of referring it to the President to announce the fact, by 
- proclamation, that Missouri had complied whh the condition of the 

resolution, and was thereby admitted, was for the purpose of preventing 
the question of admission, in any shape whatever, from coming before 
Congress and the country again, imperiling the harmony of both and 
the perpetuity of the Federal Union. 

Nothing now remained to secure the complete and final admission of 
the State except its compliance with the conditions of the r.esolution 
of Congress ; and, therefore, in furtherance of this purpose, Governor 
Clark, by proclamation, convened the Legislature in special session in 
St. Charles on the 4th of June, 1821. 

On the 26th of the same month,2 the Legislature adopted "A SOLEMN 
PUBLIC AcT," declaring the assent of the State to the fundamental 
condition of admission ; without delay transmitted to the President an 
authentic copy of the same, and on August 10th, 1821, President 
Monroe, by proclamation,3 announced the admission of Missoud into 
this Union to be complete; and the State from that day took rank as the 
twenty-fourth of the American Republic. 

1 Benton's Abridgment of the Debates of Congress, Vol. VI, p. 711. 
2 Territorial. Laws, Vol. I, pp. 758-9. 
3 Benton's Abridgment of the Debates of Congress, Vol. VII, p, 129, 

14 



210 msTORY OF :MISSOURI. 

Thus the portentous struggle of two years and a half came to an 
auspicious close, and "glad tidings of great joy" were proclaimed to 
the people. 

All who wou1d correctly understand the remarkable history of 
Missouri's admission into the Union, should specially uote the fuct that 
the great event was the joint achievement of two "Compromises," 
neither of wl:\ich separately was able to accomplish it, namely : First, 
the Thomas Proviso of March 6, 1820-better known as "The Missouri 
Compromise"-which, while it admitted Missouri as a slave State, at 
the same time forever inhibited slavery in all the territory north of 36 
degrees 30 minutes north latitude; and Second, the "Cluy Compromise," 
of March 2d, 1821, whereby the unexpected and continued opposition 
to her admission with the Constitution she presented was conciliatecJ, 
and the admission of the State completely effected (August 10th, 1821) 
on the "fundamental condition" that said State by a solemn public act 
should declare that no luw will ever be adopted by her General Assembly 
by which any dtizen of ~ither of the States of the Union should be 
excluded from any of the privileges to which such citizen is entitled under 
the Constitution of the U11ited States; in other words, that Missouri 
expunge from her Constitution of June 19th, 1820, the clause making it 
the duty of' the Legislature to pass such laws as may be necessary to 
prevent free people of color from emigrating to and settling 1n the State. 

While it is true, therefore, thut Mr. Clay performed great and signal 
services in the adjustment of the Missouri Question, and is the author 
of the compromise which firmlly admitted the State into the Federal 
Union, it is not true, as many have supposed, that he wns the author of 
the territorial line of 36 degrees 30 minutes incorporated in the Act of 
March 6th, 1820, nor was Missouri admitted uuder that act. On the 
contrary, as has been J:'lainly shown, she was not admitted until August 
10th, 1821, by proclamation of President Monroe, and upon the" Funda
mental Condition" of the Clay Compromise, reported by the Grand 
Committee of Thirty, which was the keystone of the symmetrical arch. 

So great wus the excitement which the discussion of this subject en
gend~red throughout the country, and such was the gravity and import-

""°'-ance of the constitutional question involved, that, immediately upon the 
passage of the bill conditionally admitting Missouri into the Union, 
President Monroe required of each member of his cabinet-consisting of 
J. Q. Adams, Secretary of State; Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the 
Trea1mry; Jno. C. Calhoun, Secretary of War; Samuel L. Southard, 
Secretary of the Navy; John McLean, Postmaster General, and Wm. 
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Wirt, Attorney General-to give his opinion in writing, to be filed in 
the Department of State, on the following interrogatories : 

"Ras a Congress a right, under the powers vested in it by the Constitutimi, to make .a 
regulation prohibiting slavery in a 'l'erritory? '' 

"Is the 8th section of the Act which passed both houses on the 3d inst., for the 
admission of Missouri into the Union, consistent with the Constitution?" 

According to extracts from the Diary of John Quincy Adams, who was 
President Monroe's Secretary of State, dated March 3d, 5th and 6th, 
1820, it is established, first, that it was unartimously agreed by the 
cabinet, in answer to the first question, that Congress had the power to 
prohibit slavery in the Territories; and, second, that they differed only, 
as they assigned their reasons, in thinking the 8th section of the 
Missouri bill consistent with the Constitution. President Monroe, having 
received an affirmative answer in writing from all of his cabinet, to the 
two questions, approved the bill on March 6th, 1820. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

FmsT ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR .AND OTRim ST.ATE OFFICERS.-ALEX.ANDER MCN.AIR 
ELECTED GOVERNOR.-FIRST LEGISLATURE UNDER THE STATE CONS1'1'l'U'!'ION.-Gov
ERNOR McNAIR'S ll'1ESSAGI~.-SUl'REME .AND CIRCUIT JUDGES Arl'OINTIDD.-EI.ECT!ON OF 
UNITED ST.ATI~S 8ENATORS.-EXCl1'ING CONTEST.-DAVID BARTON AND Trrm.us H. 
BENTON ELEOTED.-HEMARKAilLE INCIDENTS CONNECTED WITH BENTON'S ELECTION.
COUNTIES 0RGANIZED.-C.Al'ITAL MOVED TO ST. CHARLES. 

In anticipation of the admission of the State into the Union with the 
constitution and form of government adopted by the convention on the 
19th, of July, 1820, the General Assembly was required to meet in 
St. Louis on the third Monday in September of that year. A general 
election was also ordered to be held on Monday, August 28th, for the 
election of a Governor, a Lieutenant-Governor, a Representative for the 
residue of the XVIth Congress, and one for the xvnth; Senators and 
Representatives to the General As::embly, and Sheriffs and Coroners. 
The number provided by the Constitution for the first legislature was 
fourteen Senators and forty three Representatives. 
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Although, as was seen in the last chapter, the State was not aamitted 
until August 10th, 1821, the election was held and the General Assembly 

·met pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution. 
For Governor thel'e were two candidates, namely, William Clark (who 

for ('ight years had been Governor of the Territory), and Alexander 
McNair. The total vote of the State was 9,132, as follows: For McNair, 
6,576; Clark, 2,55G; McNair's majority, 4,020. For Lieutenant-Gov
erllor there were three candidates, with the following result: William H. 
Ashley, 3,907; Nathaniel Cook, 3,212; Henry Elliott, 931; Ashley's 
majority over Cook, 695. 

John Scott was elected without oppmiition to both Congresses, and at 
the time was Territorial Delegate. He was born in Hanover County, 
Virginia, in 1782; graduated at Princeton College in 18()5; moved with 
his parents to Indiana, and soon after graduation settled at Ste. Gene
vieve, Missouri ; was delegate to Congress, from Missouri Territory, 
from 1817 to the admission of the State in 1821, and a Representative of 
the State in Congress to 1827. He died in Ste. Genevieve in 1861, age<l 
79 years. He was a man of education and talents, and mac.le his mark 
in the public councils. 

The General Assembly elected in August met in the "Missouri Hotel," 
corner of Main and Morgan streets, St. Louis, on Mondny, September 
19th, 1820, and proceeded to organize by the election of .fames Caldwell 
of Ste. Genevieve, Speaker, ancl John McArthur, Clerk, of the House. 
·vvilliam H. Ashley, Lieutenant-Governor, President of the Senate; 
Silas Bent of St. Louis, President p1·0 tern. 

In his message, Governor McNair congratulated the General Assembly 
and the people upon the auspicious change which had bce11 accomplished 
in the political condition of the State; and claimed that the Constitution, 
in spite of a few imperfections, incident to its human origin, was a states
man-like instl'ument and did honor to its framers and to the infant State 
for which it had been framed. He anticipated the foll admission of the 
State into the Federal Union, without seriomi delay or difficulty, not
withstanding the resistance with which the proposition met in both 
houses of Congress; and in contemplation of the event, and of the 
approaching Presidential election, remindecl the General Assembly that 
it would be necessary for them to make provision for the choice of three 
electors to represent the State in the electoral college. 

Among the first duties of the Legislature were the election of two 
United States Senators and the appointment of three Supreme and four 
Circuit Judges. 
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The Supremo .Judges appointed, ench to hold his office until sixty-five 
years of age, wore Mathias McGirk, of Montgomery County, who 
resigned in 1841; John D. Cook, of C:ipe Girardeau, who resigned in 
1823; and John R. Jones, of Pike, who died in April 1824. 

Governor McNttir, by nud with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
made the following appointments: 

:For Secretary of State, Joshua Barton; State Treasurer, Peter Didier; 
Attorney-General, Edwnrd Bates; Auditor of Public Accounts, Wm. 
Christie, all of St. Louis. Ench of' them resigned the following year. 

During the same session of the Lcgislnture, David Barton and Thomns 
H. Bouton wore elocted United States Senators, but wore not admitted 
to their seats until the first Monday of December, 1821, because the 
State was not admitted into tho Union until the 10th of August, 1821, 
ilt which time, as has been shown, she was admitted upon the proclama
tion of President Monroe. 

The contest for United States Senntorwas ttttended by great excitement, 
and some interesting inddonts of mmsual occurrence. We nre indebted 
to the Honortthle John Ii". Darhy, of St. Louis, for many interesting facts 
counectetl with the contest~ which we propose to recite. David Barton 
was fin exceedingly ~opulitr c1111didate, nnd was elected on the first ballot 
liy a unanimous vote of' both Houses. For the remnining Senator there 
were senrnl nspimnts: Thomas H. Benton, John B. C. Lucas, Heury 
Elliott, Jo~m R .Tolles nnd Nathnniel Cook. The balloting continued 
through several days without success, and the excitement that prevailed 
has not been excolfod by any Senatorial election which has since occu1Ted 
in this or imy other State. There is no evidence, however, of the 
employment of any of tho modern appliances which, in the form of 
corrupt intrigues, m1mipu lations and slush money, are now used to 
secure seats in the American Senate . .' In the embnrrassing dilemma in 
which the Legislature found itself, several active and influential members, 
with the hope of opening a way of escape, importuned David Barton to 
aid them in bringing the contest to u close by intimating whom he would 
!prefer as his colleague. Barton fixed upon Benton, although he httd not 
been prominently mentioned as a ca11did1tte. It wns found, however, that 
so great was the unpopulnrity of Benton at thnt time it was impossible to 
elect him, although the active support of his friend':! was supplemented 
by the able and powerful support of David Barton. Judge Lucas, who 
had been Land Commissioner and afterwards Chief Justice of the 
Superior Court, under the Territorial Government, and a man of 
acknowledged ability, was Benton's most formidable opponent, and we 
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might add, his most inveterate personal enemy, for on September 27th, 
1817, Benton had killed his son, Charles Lucas, United States Attorney 
for Missouri, in a duel on Bloody Island. 

There was a Frenchman by the name of Marie Philip LeDuc, who was 
a mC'mber of the Legislature from St. Louis County. He was connected . 
with some of the most powerful and influential families in the city, 
having been Secretary of Don Carlos De Lassus, the last Lieutenant
Governor of Upper Louisiana at the time of the transfer of that 
Territory to the Government of the United States. LeDuc had assev
erated that he would lose his right arm before he would vote for 
Thomas H. Benton for United States Senator. 

Nevertheless, the contest was so close and the popular interest so 
intense that the friends of Benton, including David Barton, selected 
LeDuc as the objective point of the tremendous influences which they 
sought to wield in the accomplishment of Benton's election. Some of 
Benton's friends consisted of the earliest and most influential settlers of 
St. Louis; for example, Colonel Auguste Chouteau, the patriarch and 
founder of the town witb Lade<1e, aided by such men as Bernard Pratte, 
Sylvester Labadie, George Sarpy, and others-all gentlemen of intelli
gence, wealth and social position. 

They called on LeDuc, and knowing that the ct!trling project of his 
legislative ambition was to secme the confirmation hy ·Congress of the 
French and Spanish land claims, informed him that if Lncas was elected 
to the Senate no one of these claims ever would he coufirmod, but that 
Benton was their ardent and unswcrving friend. It w:is a tremendous 
struggle with LrDuc, anll the argument and importunities with him 
occupied the entire 11ig:ht, he about the break of day yielding and 
consenting to vote for Bcmton. 

Yet it was ascertained that even with his vote one more was lacking, 
and Benton's friends bethought themselves of the dernier ressoi·t of 
bringing to the joint session a sick member, who was confined to his heel 
in an upper room of the hotel in which the Legislature snt. No time 
was to be lost lest Daniel Ralls, one of the representatives from Pike 
County, who was a friend of Benton, should die before the election. 
Therefore, as soon as the two houses assembled, the friends of Benton 
carried a motion to resume the balloting. The sick member up stairs, 
unable to raise himself in bed, and indeed too ill to be lifted into a chair, 
was brought clown on bis heel to the dining room where the joint sessiPn 
was held-brought down by four negro men, one at each corner of the 
bed, and when liis name was called vuted for Thomas II. Benton, and 
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e1ected him. Mr. Ralls died in a fow days, :md for his vote for Benton, 

the hist official act of his life, tho Lugislature complimented him by 

c11Jling Ralls County, which was orgtmizcd during that session, after his. 

name. 
Daniel Halls was a irntive of Virginia, emit,ri·nted with his father, .. 

( Nnth:micl vV. Halls,) when quite young, to Kentucky, and settled in'. 

what is now Bath County. 'From there he moved to the Territory of 

:Missouri in October 1817; lived in the County of St. Louis one year,. 

and in October, 1818, moved to, 'settled and improved a farm near the 

town of N cw London, where he resided in 1820, when he died. His. 

rc111ains were interrncl near the cit.y of St. J;ouiH, hut at what spot his. 

son, Colonel ,John Ralls, now a citizen of Riills County, has never been 

tthlo to learn. 
Acts organizing tho fo1lowing counties were passed at this session: 

Boon<~, Callawny, Clmriton, Cole, Gasconade, I;illar<l, (which was 

changed to Lnfoyctto in 18iH,) Perry, Hnlls, Ray and Saline. 

Among tho act!-; nl:so pm:is(•d at this sossion was one fixing the sent of 

govornnwnt at 8t. Charles until October 1st, 1826, when it was moved 

to J<•lforson City. 
On Docmnhor 9th, 1822, tho town of St. Louis wns incorpomtcd as a 

city, with n mayor nnd nine aldermen. Population, 4,800. 

Wm. Carr Lane was elected Mayor, and therefore was the first mayor 

of the city. 
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FROM 1824 TO 1830.-FREDERICK BATES Er,ECTED GOVERNOR TO SuccE:ruD GOVERNOR MCNAIR, DEFEATING GENERAL "WILLIAM R. ASHLEY.-BATES' DEA'rH.-JOHN MILLER ELECTED HIS SUCCESSOR.-Yrsrr OF GENERAL LAFAYETrn TO ST. LOUIS IN 1825.-DEMONSTRATIONS OF RESPECT AND GRATITUDE.-Hrs Yrsrr TO WASIIINGTON CrrY.-ACTION OF CONGRinss.-GRANTS m· LAND AND MO.'.'EY,-HIS RETURN TO FRANCE.-l<'IItST LEGISLATURE AT JEFFERSON Cll'Y IN lS::lli,-BURNDl'G OF TIIE STATE HousE.-CANV ASS 0.1<' 1828.-WHIGS AND DE~IOCRATS 0RGANIZE.-8LAVlDRY EMANCIPATION PROGRAMME.SINGULAR INCIDENT FRUSTRATES lT,-ALEX:ANDEI~ BUC!(Nlm ELECTED UNITED ST.ATES SENATOR IN 1829 IN PLACE OF DAVID BA!n'ON. 

As the official term of Governor McNair drew to a close, nnd the general election in Augnst, 1824, appronched, public attention was dircected to the choice of his successor. Tbe presidential election of that year also excited more or loss interest, and the people of the State for the first time gave earnest heed to national politics. Owing to a multiplicity of candidates for the Presidency-Adnms, Clay, Jackson, and Crawford-it was thought probable from the first thnt the electoraJ college would fail to make a choice, and that therefore the election would devolve (as it did) U[lOU the House of Representatives. Hence the canvass for member of Congress, Missouri having but a single representative, was the center of much interest. The result was the election of John Scott, he receiving 5,031 votes, George Strother 4,528, Hobert vYash 1,125. ·whole number of votes cast, 10,68,1. 
For Governor, to succeed McNair, there were two candidates-Frederick Bates and William H. Ashley. Each had strong and earnest friends wh0 were confident of success. Mr. Bates was an old citizen of St. Louis and had :filled acceptably many positions in the Territory, City and State; and among them the office of Lieutenant-Governor. General Ashley was the well-known leader of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, a man of during intrepidity, who had advanced with· unflagging industry a great enterprise into the remotest regions of the Y...r est, and who therefore had invested his character with much of the ronrnnce of a cavalier. Mr. Bates was elected, but died of pleurisy, very suddenly, August 1st, 1825, after which Abraham J. 'Williams of Columbia, 1 President of the 

1 Mr. Williams was a bachelor, and one of the merchants of Columbia. Some years before his death he. bought and improved a farm-now known as the Payne or Jennings Farm-six miles south of Colnmbia on the Providence road. He dit~d on this farm December 30, 1839, aged 58 years, and was buried in the old grave-yard in Columbia, where his tomb is yet to be seen. 
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Senato 11nd ex-oj/frfo Oov1mwr, fHirv<i<l ns Gov<imor until the special. 

clcdion in So pt mnhm· to fill thn vacan<~y. Tit ere were scvornl camli

dates for Govnmor to Al1<'('( 1<'<1 Cloverno!' Bates, the most r>rominent of 

whom w<~ro Gm1<·ml .John Miller, ,Trnlge David Todd, "\Villiam C. Carr, 

and Colonel Rnfns guston. A very exciting ant1 hitter canvass followed, 

during which tho polit.iC'al nnt<we<ltmt:; and personal characters of the. 

several nspirnnt:-i worn cl'itieisPcl, rni,,;reprN.icmtcc1, clenouncecl and oulo

gizccl with re1Pntle>'K vigor nnd cnth11;;iti:-1ni. The vote stood: Mill<'!', 

2,880; Cnn 1,<170, To<ld 1, 11 il. \iiholc munhol' of votes cast 4,963. 

J>opnlation of tlw State H::!,000. 

Gmwral :vrillm· wn~ ehwto<l Onvornor and Colonel I~cl\jamin IL Reeves 

of IIowa.nl County, Lion t c11mnt-Oovemor. · 

Tho L<'gi:-1ln.t1tr<l of H\2.t~fi witH the first revising session under the 

Constitution. Prov ions to i1" :ts."imnhli ng, the entire code had been 

rcvii-:ec1 with grrnit cai·o hy Ifonry 1-1. Geyer, Spoa.ker of tho Honse of 

Jtcprc\;.innbtt ivc•s, a.n<I H11Ct1H Pc•t.tihmt<', one of th<l ,Judges of the Supreme 

Cour(;, who hnd h(Wll 11ppoi11ted for that. purpose, Very fow clrnnges in 

the r(\vi:-iio11 of Uw:-ic <liRtinguiRlwd citir.om; were ma(lo l>y the General 

Aksemhly, and t.hc lawH wm•1\ p11hliJ,,lwd in two volumes hy authority of 

an 1wt paRf,H.~cl Feb1·u1try 11th, 1825. 
'.l'hn most 1101ahlo cvc111. in MisHouri in 1825, was th<l visit of the 

]\farqniH de L1di1ydt:n to i-)t. Louis. Acc:ompanied hy his son, George 

·vvn14hington Lafoyc1ltc, ancl on nn invitation from tho P1·csidont of the 

Unit.od Htates, lw arrivt1<] in this country in 1824, after nn nhs<mco of 

forLy ycarK. Ifo <:amo to revisit the fri<1nds and com1·adcs with whom he 

:tsHociat<Hl <l11ri11g 0111· rnvolutio11ary strngglci, and to gnzc once more upon. 

tho K(:0110:-1 of his youthful exploit:;. Hu visit()d each of the twenty-four 

State:; of' th(I U11io11, and wits ov<~rywlwro rnccivcd with cortli:Ll demol1-

stratiom; of honor an1l grntitmle. Judoo!l, his jouenoy from State to 

St.at() waH n t.l'iumplrnl 111a1·<·h7 nn ovation, fol' ho wns evorywhol'e hailed 

as the Nation';; gtwst. '' 'I'o tho smvivors of the R.cvolution "-says 

Colonel Bnnton-'' it wm:; tho return of a brotlwr; to tho new generation, 

horn sinco th:1t time, it wn.s tlw app:trition of an hi:;torimil character, 

familiar from tiw crndlo. lfo viriited ovcry State in the Union, douhlod 

in number sinco, ns tho frin!Hl au<l pupil of Warihington, ho bad spilt his 

blood and 11tvi:-1lwd hifl fOl'tnno fin· thcil' imlepen<l.enco. Many were the 

hnppy meeting>i hn hncl with old comrn<los, survivors for near half a 

<Jentury, of these ei1rly lrnrdships and cfaugers. 'I'hree of his old nssociates, 

(Adams, .Jefferson and Mi1clison,) he found ex-Presidents, enjoying the 

respect and affection of thci1· country, after having reached its highest 
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honurs. Another, and the last one that Time would admit to the 
Presidency, (Mr. Monroe,) now in the Presidential chair, and inviting 
him to re-visit the land of his adoption. Many of his early associates 
seen in the two Houses of Congress, many in the State Governments, 
and many more in the walks of private life, patriai·chal sires, respected 
for their characters and venerated for their patriotic services." 

He visited the national cnpital and was received in both Houses of 
Congress, then in session, with cfoitinguishecl marks of respect and 
gratitude. To these, Congress i1ddet1 something more substantial than 
wordy testimonials of regard-reward,; for long past services and sacrifices. 

During our l{evolntio11ary strnggle, L~ifayctto expended out of his own 
fortune, in six years, from 1777 to 1783, tho snm of 700,000 francs 
( $140,000.) He equipped aud armed n regiment for our service, and 
freighted a vessel to us, loaded with arms and mu 11itious of war. 

Iu testimony of the appreciation in which these services and sacrifices 
were held by the Amerie:tn people, and as a gl'ateful rememlmtnce of 
them, Congress, during his visit in 1824, made an appropriation for his 
benefit of two huncll'ecl thousand dollars in money, aud twenty-four 
thousand acres of land i1r :F'lorida. 

Having visited Now Ot"leans, Lafayette, on invitation of the citizens, 
came to St. Louis, roaching Carondelet on the 28th of April, 1825, and 
tho next morning came up to the city. He was tendered a most entlm
siastic reception, as many of the citizens were not only of the same 
natio1rnlity, but all wore familiar with his name and fame. Ho landed 
opposite the old Market House, where half the town were assembled 
awaiting his arrival and received him with cheers, took his seat in a 
carriage, accompanied by 'William Carr Lmio, M:1yor, Stephen Hemp
stead, au officer of the Revolution and fatl1er of Edward Hempstead, and 
Colonel A11guste Chouteau, one of tho companions of Laclede. Apart 
from private hospitalities, a splendid banquet and ball were given the 
distinguit->hed visitor at the Mansion House, then the pr01nineut hotel, 
and situated on the northeast cornet· of Thil'd and Market streets. After 
<liuner he visited Missouri Lodge No. 1, of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, of which fraternity ho lrnd long been a member, and was received 
by about sixty brethren and welcom('<l by the late Archibald Gamble. 
Both L:1fayette and his son wore elected honorary members of that Lodge. 

Lafayette was at this time sixty-eight years of ago, but still active and 
strong. 

The next morning he left for Kaskaskia, and was escorted to the boat 
by crowds of citizens who manifested their esteem and respect by the 
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wildest demonstrations of enthusiasm, cheer after cheer following him as 
the boat left the shore. 

Returning to Washington dnring the session of Congress, the frigate 
"Br:mdywine," just completed, was appointed to convoy him back to 
]'ranee-a very befitting compliment, as the vessel was named after the 
stream on whose banks Lnfayette fought his first battle (September n. 
1777), and was wounded, in the cause of American Independence. 
Lafayette died Mny 20, 1834, leaving one son and several daughters. 

On Novembrw 20, 1826, the Legislature for the first time met in Jeff
erson City, and it was numerically the fourth general assembly. At the 
time of the admission of Missouri into the Union, Congress granted four 
sections of land for the location of the seat of government. The Con
stitution fixed the location of the capital upon the Missouri River within 
forty miles of the mouth of the Osage. At the first sesRion of the 
Legislature, commissioners were appointed who, after a tedious examin
ation, selected the present site of Jefferson City, which Major Elias 
Bancroft laid off into lots in 1822. The first sale of lots took place in 
May, 1823, under the supervision of Major Josiah Ramsey, Jr., Captain 
J. P. Gordon and Adam Hope, Esq., trustees on the part of the State. 
At this time there were but two families residing in the pbce, Major 
Josiah Ramsey, Jr., and Mr. William Jones. This year (1823) the 
building of a brick State-house was let to the lowest bidder, Daniel 
Colgan, and afterwards transferred to James Dunnica, of Kentucky, who 
built the capitol at the bid of $25,000. The State-house was completed at 
the time stipulated in the contract, and the Legislature as~embled for the 
first time in the new State capitol on Monday, November 20, 1826, as 
before stated. The building was a rectangular brick structure, two stories 
high, without any architectural beauties. The Representatives occupied 
the lower story, the Senators the upper. An ane~dote is told of a Repre
sentative who presented .his credentials to the Secretary of the Senate. 
"This belongs to the Lower House," said the Clerk. "Where is that?" 
asked the gentlemnn. "Down stairs." "Why," said the man, "I saw 
them fellows there, but I thought it was a grocery." 

On vYednesday night, November 17, 1837, the State-house, which 
occupied the same site now occupied by the Governor's Mansion, acci
dentally caught fire and was consumed, with all the records in the office 
of the Secrefary of State. The whole of the furniture of the office and 
about one-half of the Stn,te Library were destroyed, involving a loss that 
could not be replaced. The bonds, original acts of the Legislature, and 
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other important State records-the accumulations of seventeen years in 
that important office-were suddenly swept away. The building was of 
brick, erected at a cost of $25,000, and was designed originally for the 
Governor's residence when the capitol, then in progress of constr&'ction 
<>n Capitol Hill, sboulcl be completed. 

The Legislatme met a few days after the fire and held its sessions iu 
the Cole County Court-house, the same stone building now used as a 
court-house. The Representatives occupied the present court-room, and 
the Senators the second story, which was at that tin1e ,unobstructed by 
partitj-011s. In 1840, the Legislature and the State officers took posses
sioyl~f our present Capitol. 
i,/The present State Capitol was commenced in 1838, and occupied by the 
Legi~luture of 1840-41, and cost about $350,000. The stone for the 
building was taken from the bluffs near by, along the line of the Pacific 
Railroad, in front of the city. The limestone for the pillars was from 
Callaway county. Mr. Stephen Hills, afterwarcls architect of the State 
Uuiversity at Columbia, was the architect of the Capitol, which it; one of 
the most substantial and beautiful buildings in the West. 

On December 29, 1826, the Legislature re-elected Thomas IL Benton 
United States Senator for six years ; and thrice afterwards he was re
eleded to the same office, which he filled thirty consecutive years, from 
the organization of the State government in 1821 to J\'.farch 4, 1851. 

Of the State Senate at this session, Felix Scott was chosen President 
pro teni., ::md J. S. Langhorn, Secretary; of the Hou::;e, Alexander 
Stewart was made Speaker and Samuel C. Owen, Clerk. J!\irty-six acts 
were passed, among them acts organizing Jackson and Marion Counties. 
Also a memorial to Congl'ess for the selection of 25, 000 aci·es of lands 
donated for "A seminary of learning." Adjourned January 3d, 1827. 

Political parties did not assume definite fot·m in l\1issouri until the 
. Presidential aud State elections of 1828. During this canvass, national 
issues and national leaders occupied much of the public attention, and 
the veople very naturnlly disclosed their 'Whig or Democratic predilec
tions by avowals of confidence in Adams or Jackson. 

Ettrly in the year-sometime in January-the friends of Jackson met 
in Jefferson City, and uominated an electoral ticket of three, to be 
supported by the Jackson party at the Presidential election on 
November 3d. Dr. John Bull of HoITard, Benj. O'F~1llon of St. 
Louis, and Ralph Dougb:erty of Cape Girardeau, were nominatetl. 
During the month of March following, the 'Whigs, or Adams party, met 
m Jefferson City for a similar purpose, and placed on their electoral 
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ticket l3<'nj. IL H.c•evei; of Howard, Jos<~ph C. Brown of St. Louis, nnd 

John Hall of Ca.po Girard0tu1. 

. •. t ou~y d~d tli('. Pre:-iidenti:tl clciet,ion of 1_828 divide nnd_ dis~ract the 

people of l\fornoun, but the 8tate, Congressional and I .. og1shit1vo elec

tions as well. 
For Governor, various tfo.;ting11i:>h<1d members of the Adams party 

wore spoken of, and for a time some of them wore candicfatcs; but 

John Millor, then tho Chief Ex:t•cutivo of the State, was tho only ettndi

dato who coutin11c1l in tho field till tho election. Of course he wns ro

clectud. The cmtval-ls for Licutc11aut~Govornor was closdy contested by 

tivo <m11didutPs, and U:1nid Dunklin wn.s tho :::n1ccossfol ~ispimnt. ll'or 

H<•1n·csc11tntivo in Congr<.'SH tlwro wm·o thn~o cnuditlatoH-B<lwnrd Biites, 

\Vhig, and vYm. Carr Lano :tIHl 8pc1wor P{1ttis, Denwen1ts, tho two latkr 

of whom so equally <livi1lod tlw str(1nglih of tho pm·ty tlrnt tho election of 

Bnfos wns incvitnhlc\ if both colltiuuo<l in the ffold. :Finally, the ques

tion as to whidi of' tho two Hlioukl rotirc wns suhmittcl<l to Colonol Blln

ton. lfo, without hmlitation, 11cd(lt\tl thnt l.iimo should withdmw nml 

Pett is couLiiuw but'oro 11H} poop lo ; u.nd tht~ fact being proclaimed by 

lrnn<lbills throughout th() Stuto--f'ot· nt tlrnt time tlrnro were 110 linos of 

tolog1«1ph and but, ft.nv nowspa.poni-Pdtis wus oloctcd. The Adu.ms 

party poll()cl :3,400 votos and tho .ra0ks(>ll IHLrty 8,272-tho total v<>te of 

tho Sta to l)()ing ll, G72. 

Notwitlu;tnmling tho virufouco with which the cnnv11HS of 1828 was 

pros1.icutnd, HIHl tlw Hlimwy ugitation which ittton<l<~d tho a<lmission of 

tho Stat<~ into tho Union, and fl'orn whfoh the pcoplci Jmd scarcely 

cmerg<1 <l, tlwro seems to ho.vo botm in the minds of somo lending 

men on both shfos a groWillg rnpugnttlHH' to the imititution of sluvc1ry, 

al)(l they desil·ed to rid tho State of it by griulunl omnncipation. Tha:t 

thoy dhl not fully dii;oloso their purposes duriug the incipient stages of 

this ennvas8 nnd orgnnize an effort to achieve success, are refomble~ 

according to r<w<mtly~<liscovered toi:ltimony-to a VCll'Y singular and 

interosti n g ind don I:. 
At the JJ'ohr11111·y session, 1877, of the Missouri Historical Society, 

Ho11. Albort Todd, of St. I,oui1:1, prnscnted an autograph letter written 

by Hon. :Tohn Wihwn, f'Ol'merly n dii.;tingui1:1bed la wyor and politicinn of 

Jfoyctto, Missouri, (bnt, for many ye11rs a citizen of Sim :Francitrno, Cali

foruin, where h<~ dioc1 in his ciglity-sevcnth yeitr, ll'ebrutu·y 2, 1877 ,) to 

Ho11. Thomas Slrnckclford, of Glasgow, Howard County, wherein he 

records the first effort made in this State for the destrnction of slavery, 

-it being in the yettr 1827 or 1828, and by 'l'homas H. Benton, David 
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Barton and others, ineluding himself,-and the curious cause of its 
fa.ilure. The following is a portion of the letter: 

"In 1827 (I believe it may have been in 1828) I was one of those who attended a private 
meeting in th11t good old State, when about twenty of us, claiming at least to be party 
leaders, about eqn11lly representing every district of the State, of about equal numbers of 
Democrats and 'Whigs. Colonel Ilenton and Judge Barton were present, the two latter, 
however, not being on speaking terms. One object that brought us together was to 
consider how we should get rid of slavery in Missouri. We unanimously determined to 
urge upon all candidates 11t the approaching election, and resolutions were drawn up and 
printed (in secret) and distributed amongst us, with an agreement that on the sarne day 
these resolutions, in the shape of memorials, were to be placed before the people all over 
the State, and both pm'ties were to urge the people to sign them. Our combination, too, 
then had the power to carry out our project. Unfortunately, before the day arrived it 
was published in the newspapers generally that Arthur 'l'icppan of New York had enter
tained at his private table some negTo men, and that, in fact, these negroes h~Ld rode out 
in his private carriage with his daughters. Perlrnps it was not true, but it was believed in 
Missouri, and raised such a furor that we dare not nor did not let our memorials see the 
light! And, as well as I can call to mind, of the individuals who compoi:;ed this secret 
meeting, I am the only one left to tell the tale; but for tllat story of the conduct of the 
great original fanatic on this subject we shoulu have carried, under the leitclcrship of 
Barton and Benton, our project, and began in futme the emancipation of the colored 
race that would long sinee have been :followed by Kcntncky, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, etc. Our purpose further, afi;er we got snch a law safely placed on 
the statute book, was to have followed it up by a provision requiring the masters of 
those who should be born to be free to teach them to read and write. 'l'his shows you 
how little a thing turns the destiny of nations." 

These are new and deeply interesting focts, well calculated to arrest 
the attention of reflecting men, as affording another illm;trn.tion of the 
truth that a leaf sometimes changes the incipient course of great 
streams. 

The v1th General Assembly met N ovemhe!' 17, 1828. George Bolin
ger, of Cnpe Girardeau,-aftcr whom Bolingc•r County was called-was 
elected President pro tem. of the Sennte; .Tobn Thornton, of Clay, 
Speaker of the Honse, and James II. Biroh, of Howurd, Chief Clerk. 
Governor Miller, in his message, made a synoptical statement of the 
:financial affairs of the State, and informed the Legislature that scventy
two sections of lnnds for n seminary of learning had been selected. 

The vrrth General Assembly convened in November, 182!), and on 
the first ballot Alexander Buckner was chosen United States Senator in 
place of David Barton. The vote stood: Buckner, 34; John Miller, 27; 
W. H. Ashley, 2. 
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Nothing· in the previous history of the city of St. Louis occasioned 
more consternation and ahmn, not only in the city itself but in all the • 
region of' country whose trade it commanded, than the appearance there, 
iu the i::.:iunmer of 1832, of the Asiatic cholera. The news of the deso
lation which this dreadful scourge of the human race had caused in 
the cities of· Europe, and those on our Atlantic seaboard, had reached 
the people of the" Far West," and they stood in awe of its appearance 
among them. , Finally it came, first attacking a soldier at Jefferson Bar
racks; but its advent was not without warning. The pestilence had 
previously invaded New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and the Southern 
cities. The first indication of its presence in St. Louis was followed by 
the enforcement of sanitary measures to arrest its progress. All un
healthy matter, everything which could contribute to render the air 
impure., was removed by order of the city authorities. But it was of 
little avail. " The abomination of desolation" nestled on the wings of 
the breeze, and alike set at defiance the ripest professional skill and the 
strictest sanitary ordinances. First visiting the outskirts of the city, it 
invaded the most populated streets, carrying death to the homes of the 
rich and the poor alike, and swelling the daily interments in the church
yards alarmingly. 

The population of the city at that time, including those who had :fled 
the town to escape .the pestilence, was 6,918. Yet the number of deaths 
for two weeks or more was from twenty to thirty per day, destroying 
about four per cent. of the population during the five weeks of its con
tinuance. 1 

1 The pestilence re-appeared in St. Louis in the summer of 1836, and again in 1849. 
During the latter yeai: the mortality reached, some days, as high as 160 deaths-the total 
number during 1its prevalence, more than 4,000; among them, two eminent physicians 
of the city, Drs. Hardage Lane and Thomas Barbour: 
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The Black Hawk ·war occurred during the same year, (1832)-called 
"The Black Hawk '\Var" because the Indians engaged in it were led by 
a brave by the name of Black Hawk. 9 Whatever may be his designation. 
in the public mind, he never was a chief either by Indian authority or 
by recognition of the United States. He cannot rank in intelligence or 
heroism with Pontiac or Tecumseh, for he showed no special intellect11al 
power; was simply a desperate savage, and fought only for revenge. 

In 1832 several tribes on the northwestern frontier, who had made 
common cause with the British ii1 1812, became restless and appeared 
bent on hostilities. These tribes were the Sacs', Foxes and Winnebugoes. 
After the peace of 1815 they maintained their intercouse with the 
British in Canada, the consequence of which was the influence .over then~ 
by the United States was greatly weakened. In foct, in 1816, Black 
Hawk, having gathered around him a small band of disaffected spirits, 
refused to attend the negotiations of that year, went to Canada, proclaimed 
himself a British subject, and received presents from that quarter. 

They were therefore in no state of mind to recognize the obligations 
of the treaties of 1815, 1822 and 1825, or properly to appreciate the 
efforts of the United States to maintain peaceable relations with them. 
Moreover the Sacs and Foxes possessed no original right, even in con
templation of Indian ideas of justice, to any portion of the Rock River 
country or any other portion of Illinois. They were simply intruders 
on the country of the Santeaurs and Iowas. 

Nevertheless, blinded by prejudice and :fired by a spirit of revenge for 
imaginary wrongs, the Sacs und Foxes claimed the right to occupy a 
part of the country on Rock River, although by a treaty made "with the 
chiefS, warriors and head men of the Sac and Fox tribes" at Fort .Arm
strong, [Rock Island,] on September 3d, 1822, the country for a 
valuable consideration was tranferred to the United States, and had been 
settled by its citizens. 

Frequent collisions with the inhabitants were the consequence. In 
1831 these aggressions were so serious, and preparations for open hostil
ities so threatening, that a considerable force Gf Illinois militia were 
called into the :field. This formidable array alarmed the savages into an 
agreement to retire to their own lands west of the Mississippi. 

It was not long however before a party of the same Indians committed 
a flagrant outrage, almost under the guns of Fort Crawford, upon a band 
of friendly Menomonie Indians encamped in the village of Prairie du 

ll "Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiah" or Black Hawk. 
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Chien. Twenty-five of these friendly Indians were wantonly murdered 
and many others wounded. 

Fearing that the Sam• and Foxes would renew their attacks upon the 
settlements on our frontier, and determined that the murderers ofthe 
Menomonies should he surrendered or captured for punishment, on the 
7th of March, 1832, Bl'igadier-General Atkinson was ordered to ascend 
the Mississippi with a large detachment of the regular troops at J e:fferson 
Barracks to chastise the Iudiaus, who, under Blad:: Hawk and the 
Prophet, had violated their treaty with the United States by removing 
east of the Mississippi, and invading with fire and scalping-knife the 
unprotected frontier settlements of Illinois. 

To the demand for the slll'reuder of the murderers of the Menomonies, 
no attention was paid; on the contrary, the murderers and their adherents 
under Black Hawk re-crossed the Mississippi, and in hostile array 
established themselves on Rock River. This was in May, 1832. 

A bloody engagement near Dixon's Ferry on the 14th of the month 
rendered peace hopeless. Keokux was the legitimate chief of the tribe; 
but, although he controlled a majority, the temptations of war and 
plunder were too strong for those who followed the track of Black Hawk. 

The proximity of these hostilities to the Missouri frontier ca.used 
Governor John Miller to adopt precautfonary measures to avert the 
calamities of an invasion which seemed imminent. Therefore, in May, 
1832, he ordered Major-General Richard Gentry, of Columbia, Missouri, 
(of whom .James S. Rollins, Caleb S. Stone and Calvin L. Perry were 
Aids-de-Camp,) to raise without delay one thousand volunteers for the 
defense of the frontiers of the State, to be in readiness to start at a 
moment's warning. 

Accordingly, on the 29th of May, 1832, or<lers were issued by 
General Gentry to Brigadier-Generals Benjamin Miens, commanding the 
seventh, Jonathan Riggi,, eighth, and Jesse T. Wood, ninth brigade, 
third division, to raise the required quota, the first named four and each 
of the last three hundred men, each man "to keep in readiness a horse 
with the necessary equipment and a rifle in good order, with an ample 
supply of ammunition," etc. 

Five companies were at once raised in Boone County and others in 
Callaway, Montgomery, St. Charles, Lincoln, Pike, Marion, Ralls, Clayl 

i Several companies were ordered out in Clay; marched northward to the Iowa line, 
and thence into the Grand River country. 'rhey were absent about four weeks. It is 
not known to the writer who commanded them. Two companies were raised in Rans
one, commanded by Captain Richard Matson, was in active service; the other, .John 
Ralls in command, was held in reserve, but was never ordered into service. 

15 ' 
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and Monroe. Two of them, Captain John Jamison's of Callaway and 
Captain David M. Hickman's of Boone, in July, 1832, were mustered 
into service for thirty days and placed under command of Major Thomas 
·w. Conyers, with orders to march to the mouth of the Des Moines and 
to range from thence to the head waters of Salt River and on toward!:> 
the main Chariton. This detachment, accompanied by General Gentry 
in person, at once took up the line of march for the northern frontier; 
arrived at Palmyra July 10th, and at Fort Pike five days afterwards. 
This fort was built by Captain Richard Mace, of the Ralls County "Volun
teer Rangers," and was situated ten miles from the mouth of the Des 
Moines, in what is now Clark County. 

Finding "the wars and rumors of wars" much exaggerated, and that 
no hostile Indians had crossed into Missouri, General Gentry ordered 
work to be discontinued on Fort Matson, sixty-five miles from Fort Pike 
and within eight miles of the Chariton, and left for Columbia, where he 
arrived on the 19tb. of July. :Major Conyer;;' detachment was left at 
Fort Pike, (to quote General Gentry's report to the Governor,) with 
"something like 40 barrels of flour, 2 hogsheads of bacon, 4 barrels of 
whiskey and 100 bushels of corn." 

On August 5th, Major Conyers' command was relieved by two other 
companies under Captains Sinclair Kirtley, of Boone, and Patrick Ewing, 
of Callaway. Colonel Austill A. King marched the detachment to Fort 
Pike and conducted those who were relieved to their homes. Major 
Conyers was retained in command of the Fort. In September the 
Indian trnubles having seemingly subsided, all the troops on the 
northern frontier were mustered out of service ; and thus ended "The 
Black Hawk War" in Mfasouri. 1 

But it did not thus, or at this time, end in Illinois. For nearly a year 
afterwards it "'>Vas continued at various poiuts in the territory now 
occupied by the States of Iowa and Illinois, till the decisive battle on 
the Mississippi near the mouth of Bad-ax River, August 2d, 1833, when 
the troops under Generals Atkinson, Dodge, Henry, Posey and Alexan
der overtook and defeated Black Hawk with great slaughter, entirely 
hroke his power and ended the war. -While the battle waxed warn1 
Black Hawk stole off up the river, but on the 27th of August, 1833, 
he was captured by two ·winuebagoes and delivered to the United States 
officers at Prairie du Chien. He was well treated and carried in triump;b. 

i For most of the facts here detailed the writer is indebted to the orders as recorded at 
the time by :Major J. S. Rollins, aid-de-camp to General Gentry, in a book kept for 
that purpose, and -..vhich he now has in his possession. 
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through a great part of the United States, after which he was permitted 
to return to his people. 

Black Hawk died at the village of his tribe on the Des Moines River, 
in Iowa, October 3cl, 1838., aged about 70 years. 

About 1835, the railroad mania seized upon the older States, on the 
Atlantic seaboard, and in due time attacked the vVestern States. Other 
portions of this volume record what has been accomplished in this 
direction since that time; suffice it to say, in this place, that the :first 
railroad convention ever held in Missouri assembled in the Court-House 
in St .. Louis on April 20th, 1836, 'from the proceedings of which we make 
this extract : 

"ST. Lours, Saturday, Ap1il 23, 1836. 

"The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
"The President (Dr. Samuel Merry) proceeded to appoint a committee, in accordance 

with the provisions of the last resolution adopted yesterday, to memorialize Congress for 
land, and appointed the following gentlemen: Messrs. J. S. Rollins, Edward Bates, 
.and H. R. Gamble. 
1 "The following propositions, upon the subject of routes, etc., ordered on yesterday 

to be engrossed, were taken up, read and agreed to. 
" 1st. It is now expedient to adopt measures for the construction of a railroad from 

St. I,onis to Fayette, with the view of ultimately extending the road in that general 
<lirection as far as public convenience and the exigences of trade may require. 

"Also, a railroad from St. Louis, in a southwestern direction, to the valley of Bellevue, 
in Washington County, so as to traverse the rich mineral region in that part of the State, 
with a view to its indefinite extension in that direction, when and as far as public interest 
may require. 

"And, also, a branch from some convenient point on the last-mentioned road, to the 
Merrimac Iron Works in Crawford County, with a view to its ultimate extension through 
Cooper County to a point on the Missouri River in Jackson County. 

" 2d. That the proposed railroad from St. Louis to Fayette ought to cross the Mis
souri River at the town of St. Charles, and through or within one mile of the several 
towns of Warrenton, Danville, Fulton and Columbia, the said towns being points most 
acceptable to the people of the counties through which the road is proposed to pass." 

MEMBEHS OF THE CONVENTION. 

From St. Louis Co1inty-Edward Tracy, Major J. B. Brant, Colonel John O'Fallon, 
Dr. Samuel Merry, Archibald Gamble, M. L. Clark, Colonel Joseph C. Laverne, Thorn
ton Grimsley, H. S. Geyer, Col. Henry Walton, Lewellyn Brown, Henry Von Phul, 
George H. McGunnegle, Colonel B. W. Ayres, Piene Chouteau, Jr., and Hamilton R. 
Gamble. 

Fi·om Lincoln County-Colonel David Bailey, Hans Smith, Emanuel Block, Benjamin 
W. Dudley and Dr. Bailey. 

From Washington County-Dr. J. H. Relfe, Philip Cole, John S. Brickey, Jesse H. 
Mcllvaine, Myers H. Jones, James Evans and W. C. Reed. 

From Cooper County-Benjamin E. Ferry, N. W. Mack and Dr. William H. Trigg. 
From Warren County-Carty Wells, Nathaniel Pendleton and Irvin S. Pitman. 
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Frorn St. Charles County-Ed\vard Bates, Moses Bigelow, William M. Campbell, anc) 
W. L. Overall. 

From ~11ontgoinery County-Dr. M. M. Maughs, S. C. Ruby and Nathaniel Dryden. 
Fl'O'm Boone County-Dr. James W. Moss, John B. Gordon, John W. Keiser, David M:. 

Hickman, James S. Rollins, William Hunter, R. W. Morris and Granville Branham. 
From Howard County-Dr. John Bull, Major Alphonso Wetmore, Weston F. Birch, 

Joseph Davis, General John B. Clark, T. Y. Sterns and John Wilson. 
From Jefferson County-James S. McOutchen. 

This convention, as will be seen by the lines of railroad projected, 
foreshadowed the system of roads as now existing in the State, and 
inaugnrated the net-work of iutercorp.mnnication which at this day 
encompasses the whole State. 

The memorial to Congress for a grant of land, in aid of the railroads 
mentioned, was written after the adjournment of the Convention by 
Hon. J. S. Rollins, of Boone, was afterwards signed by Messrs. Bates 
and Gamble, and is the first memorial on that subject ever transmitted to 
Cougress from Missouri. 

In the month of June, 1836, a band of desperadoes, composed prin
cipally of men by the mnne of Hetherly, living in that part of Carroll 
County then known as the "Upper Grand River Country," and now 
included in Mercer and Grundy Counties, availed themselves of a pre
te:id; to cal'l'y on their nefarious profession of stealing Indian horses and 
plunder the few pioneers who had ventured to 8eek homes in that fi11e 
portion of Missouri. This family could be classeil neitlH'r as wholly 
civilized nor savage. Early iu the month of June of the yt>ar mentioned, 
a number of Indians of the Iowa tribe made a friendly incursion into 
:Missouri for the purpose of hunting along the State border. As soon as 
they arrived, the Hetherlys began to steal Indian poni<)S. Taki11g with 
them James Dunbar, Alfred Hawkins, and a man named Thornas, they 
nrnnaged to capture a lot of ponies and escaped with them. The Indians 
followed in pursuit and overtook the desperadoes in the forks of Grand 
River. A skirmish ensued. In the conflict Thomas was killed by the 
Iuditm,,s and the others escaped. A difficulty now broke out between the 
desperadoes themselv~s, to which James Dunbar and the Hetherlys were 
parties. The Hetherlys apprehended, if arrested, that Dun bar would 
turn State's evidence against them, and therefore resolved upon his 
murder, which was accomplished. The Hetherlys, availing themselves 
of the alarm consequent upon the approach of the Indians, fled to the 
settlements near the Missouri River, with the report that the Iowa Indians 
were making a murderous and thieving incursion on the frontier settle
ments, and that they were fleeing from them for life. 
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IMgac1icr-G<•neral .James 'I'. V. Thompscrn, (then of Rity,) oommand

rng the militia force in Urn dir;tl"ict, Ol'(lo1·od out sevoru,l companies and 

moved towanl the sc·<>tw of trouble. Among thc1;0 wore two comp::tnies 

from Cl:iy, <·omnuuHfocl rc1;pet"tivcly by Captains David R .Atchison and 

Smith Cra.wford, the fornwr of which wns well-known as the "Liberty 

Blues." Thc•ro was also n h:tttalion u1Hler the personal command of 

Colonel Shulmcl Allm1, who, in 1817 plmmeu and constructed the first 

hridgo acrrn,;s tho Kentucky Hivor, at Frankfort. Ile died in Olay 

County, ,fontmr,y 18, 1841. 
At the period of this dif!iculty with the Ifotherlys, Carroll County, ::ts 

then com1titut<~cl, did uot oontnin n population of more than fiftocn 

hurnh·ec1. Tho who lo ('Onnty W!tH scom·ccl by the milititry, and no hostile 

IndianH fomHl, wh01·enpun 1 tho folf.dty of the afarm hoiug discovcrod, 

the soltlinr:-1 rcturncll homo. 

'l'ho tlnpr<~dati011s an<l murders wore suhscqnontly trnc<}d to tho 

Jlctlwrly:,;, ii11d a wannnt for thdr a1T<.rnt was issnetl by ,Jesse Nowlin, 

a ,Jmitieo of tlrn Poa(~o, living at Knnvdown, 11ow Springhill, in 

J;ivingHton County, and pl:wocl in the h1111ds of Lewis N. R(•,os, then 

Slwl'iff of Canoll County. On the 17th of ,July, 1836, tho arrest wns 

made, nud tho whol<i gang ht·<rnght heforo Jess<.~ Nowlin. Aftcl' s<Jvcml 

<lays' mrnmhrntion, tho HothorJy,;, togcthor with Alfred Hawkins, were 

found gnilty of tlH1 mmdor of Dtmhitr, a.nu on tho 27th of ~July, ihe 

partioR so clrn1·god wore given OV<Jl' to tlrn Sheriff of Ray County for safe 

keeping, till tho OctolH·r tonn of tho Canoll Circuit Court, with the 

<Cxcoptiou of tho olcl man J fotherly and wifo 1.tnd their daughter, .An11 

Ilethorly, who gn,v() hornl for th(•ir np pcmra11C(i. At tho OcLo her to rm, 

:a true hill for Orn 111m·<kr of Dnnl>itr wns found. ngainKt them, and the 

cusc sot for tho 1\foreh ( 18H 7) tonn of tho court. At tho March term 

some of the IIethcrlys turned States' evidence; n nolle pr·oser11d was 

entered an<l tho llctherlys dismissed, whereupon they turned wituesses 

against Alfred lfowkins, who was found gnilty and seut to the pc•ui

tentiary for ten years. 
The affair was known as tho Hotlicrly w:1r, and occasioned grent 

-excitement at tho tforn. 'rho lfothcrlys were known and dreaded for 

their notorious chamotor hy all who traveled in the Grand River country. 

Old Mrs. Hatherly was a sister to the uotorious Kentucky hrigimds, Big 

and Little Harp.1 
The accomplishment, in 1836, of what is known as the "Platte Purchase" 

deserves special mention in this place. Intelligent and inquisitive citizens 

2 See Alex. C. Blackwell's Ilistory of Can·oll County, 1876. 
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have often propounded the inquiry, without having it answered-When, where and by whom was the suo-crestion first made that Missouri, a Sfate 00 already amcrng the largest in territorial area in the Union, should extend her boundary so ns to embrace what is now known as the "Platte Purchase?" The idea origiuated in the summer of 1835, at a regimental militia muster at Dale's farm, three miles from the town of Liberty, in Clay County. 
After the morning parade and during the recess for dinner, the citizens present were organized into a mnss meeting, which was nddressed, among others, by General Andrew S. Hughes, who came to Olay from Montgomery Uo., Kentucky, in 1828, and who soon afterward was appointed Indinn Agent by President John Quincy Adams. General Hughes was a lawyer by profession, a ,gentleman of acknowledged ability, and in wit and sarcasm almost the equal of John Randolph. 1 At this meetillg, and in this public address, he proposed the acquisition of the Platte country; and the measure met with such emphatic approval that the meeting proceeded aL onue, by the appointment of a committee, to orgauize an effort to accomplish it. The committee was composed of the following distinguished citizens: 'William T. Wood, now Judge of the Lexington Circuit; David R. Atchison, ex-United States Senator; A. W. Doniphan, a distinguished lawyer of Richmond, Missouri, and commander of" Doniphan's Expedition;" Peter H. Burnett, ,afterwards one of the Supreme Judges of Oalifomia, nud Edward M. Samuel, afterwards President of the Commercial Bank in St. Louis, and who died there in September, 1869-all of them, at the time of the appointment of this Committee~ residents of Clay County. 

An able memorial to Congress was subsequently drafted by ;Judge vVood, embracing the facts and Cbnsidcrations in behalf of the measure, which all the Committee signed, and it was forwarded to our Senators and Representatives at 'Yasbington. 
Pursuant to the prayer of this memorial, in 1836 a bill was introdnced into Congress by Senator Benton, and ardently supported by his colleague, Senator Linn, namely, an act to extend the then existing boundary of the State so as to inc:l ude the trian!lle between the existincr line and the ,_, ::::> Missouri River, then a part of the Indian Territory, now comprising the counties of Atchison, Andrew, Buchanan, Holt, Noda.way and Platte, and known as the "Platte Purchase." The difficulties encountered were 

1 General Anc1rew S. Hughes died while attending Court at Plattsburg, Missouri. December 14th, 1843, aged 54 years. 
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three-fold: 1. To make still larger a State which was already one of· 

the largest in the Union. 2. To make a treaty with the Site and Fox. 

tribes of Indians whereby they were to be removed from lands which had 

but recently been assigned to them in perpetuity. 3. To alter the 

Missouri Compromise line in relation to slave territory and thereby con-

vert free into slave soil. Notwithstanding these difficulties, the two first

mentioned serious and the last formidable, the act was passed and the 

treaties negotiated, and in 1837 the Indians removed west of the Missouri 

River, thus adding to our State a large body of the richest land in the· 

world. 

The advent of no distinguished personage into St. Louis, since the 

visit of Lafayette in 1825, occusioned such a sensation as the visit of' • 

Daniel Webster in 183 7. It was hoped that he would be accompanied 

by another of the great statesmen of the country, Henry Clay, whose· 

name, like his own, was honored in all lands as a synonym of spotless. 

patriotism and genuine eloquence. The friends and admirers of both 

were very numerous in St. Louis, and their respect for them fell little 

short of adoration itself; so .that the expectation of a visit excited in the 

public mind a delirium of excitement and joy. But Mr. Clay, on account 

of an important business engagement, could not come. 

In anticipation of Mr. Webster's arrival, a public meeting was held; 

and presided over by Robert Wash, one of the Judges of the Supreme 

Court, which passed resolutions and appointed committees to secure such 

a reception of the distinguished visitor as befitted his fame ancl the 

rising importance of the city of St. Louis. 

As soon as it was ascertained that the steamer Robert Morris, on which 

Mr. Webster was n ·passenger, had passed the mouth of the Ohio, the 

committee of reception and many citizens proceeded on the H. L. Kenney 

down the river to meet him, which they did a little below Jefferson 

Barracks. The Kenney came alongside of the Robert 21£orris, which the 

committee boarded, and were introduced to the great statesman. As 

soon as the steamer hove in sight of the city the national flag was dis

played from the Court House ; and on the steambo&ts at the levee, and 

dwelli1ws and places of business throughout the city, the stnr-spangled 
0, 

banner wns dispfayed and gaily kii;sed the breeze. 

·The Robei·t Morris landed at the foot of Market street, where admiring 

thousands were gathered to welcome the great "Expounder of the Con

stitution," toaether with his wife and daughter. On landing, the distin

guished guests were co,nducted to the "National Hotel," coruer of Third 
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aud Market streets-now " St. Clair Hotel "-where they spent several days, and where they were visited by large numbers of the leading citizens of the city and country, who vied with each other in efforts to 
make their stay agreeable. 

The day after his arrival a sumptuous banquet, or in popular vVestern parlance, a "barbecue," was tendered ·him by the citizens, in a woodland near the spot where Lucas Market now stands, and west of Ninth street, then a beautiful grove of timber of natural growth, belonging to Judge J, B. C. Lucas. The objects of this banquet were to afford the people a sight of the great patriot and orator, and to hear him speak. 
The late Colonel Charles Keemle, as marshal of the day, and numerous assistants, escorted the procession and Mr. ·Webster to the grove, where General William H. Ashley presided as President, and Messrs. Richard Graham, "William Carr Lane, John B. Sarpy, John Perry, James Clemens, Jr., and James Russell, as Vice-Presidents. Mr. Webster mnde a speech of more than an hour's duration-a political and financial speechdistiuguishec1 for statesmanship and massive eloquence, and which elicited freqnent outbursts of applause. It was published in the newspapers at the time, and the writer of this well recollects reading it. 
There were about five thousand persons present, many of them from the surrounding country-a concourse which outnumbered the entire population of the city of St. Louis at the time of the visit of LaFayette, twelve years previous. 
The Florida or Seminole War grew out of the opposition of the Seminole Indians to their removal from Florida west of the Mississippi River. This attempt was first made in 1835, but the Seminoles were unwilling to relinquish their lands, and rallying under the leadership of their great chief, Osceola, organized a determined resistance to the efforts of the general government. In May, 183G, the Creeks joined the Seminoles and the war spread into Georgia. The Creek~ were soon conquered and sent beyond the Mississippi. The Seminoles continued the war, and as often as defeated in the open field wou1d take refoge in the swamps and everglades, where it was difficult for the United Shitcs soldiers to follow them. In October, 1837, Osceola was captured hy General Jessup, and sent a prisoner to Fort :Moultrie, South Carolina, where he died of :.i fever. Nevertheless, the war continued for several years, and Missourians took part in it. 

Sometime in the fall of 1837, and during the administration of Governor Boggs, the President of the United States, Mr. Van Buren, asked Colonel Benton, one of our Senutors in Congress, whether Missourians 
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could he in<1w·ctl to travel HO for as the swamps of Florida and assist in 

cltat>ti::iing tlw ::imninole l11diiws. Colonel Bouton answered: "The 

l\ifo:sonrin.ns will go wh<>rover !ht ir :owrvices arc needed," and went imme

t1iatdy to .Tod R. Poim1ett, then Secretary of 'Yur, and urged him to 

is;;ue an order for mi::;iog vol1111tecrs in Missomi for that purpose. The 

Secretary being n:,:sm·cd of a favorable response, issued a requisition on 

Governor Boggs, for two rogiment8 of motrntecl volu11teers. The following 

is n copy ( nrndc from ilw original) of the letter of the Secretary of War 

to Colouol Hiclu.inl Gontry, of Columbiii: 

1YAlt Dm'A.lt'l'MEN'I', September 8th, 1837. 
Sir :--Yon 11rn lwr<-hy infnrnwcl that a r<'ginwnt of Rix hnndred volunteers from the 

Rt.ate of ·Mi~Hnm·I will hn !tC(•Pptc>cl liy UliR Uep·artment, for service in I•'loricla, during the 

lle:x:t: cnm1rnign nµ;ainst; tlrn H<,ml11olc,H, prov!dcid they cnu lHl mised by you in season to 

rc:meh 'J'ampa Bay by tho ml!ldl<J of Od.olior, or t.lw 1st of November, at latest. General 
AtkinH011 haH hoe11 in,;t.r1wic(l to cli~pnt.('h a.u ollicm· of the a.rmy to muster these troops 

into tlw r;t•rvkP, mu! lo r<'.wlm· Htwh other altl as may be necessary to expedite their 
mov1.mHmt.H t;owanlH l•'lorid:t. 

V !.lry rc::Hpoct.rully, yom· most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 

Cor,QNICJ, Clt'.N'rltY, Ooluinlrirt, Boone Oou.ntv, M'lssour£. 

Tho finit J'(\~iment was raised c11iofly in Boone and neighboring coun

ties by Colmwl Gontry, of whieh he wa~ elected Colonel, John W. 

Prim!, of Ilowar<1, Uout.ni111.11t~Co1onol, nn<l Ifa.rrison II. Hughes, also of 

Howard, l\J:~jor; -- P11rkfl, of Ray, quartermaster, and William 

MclhLufol, of Mmfon, Comrnis:,mry. Tho regiment was composed of the 

followiug 001upanics: 
l!'rom 1300110 County: Cnptai1rn .Tohn guis and Thomas D. Grant; 

Callaway, Cuptain William IL H.ussoll; Hownnl, Captain Congreve Jack

son; Clutriton, Captain .Tatucs Flore; Hay, Captain John Sconce; 

Jackson, Captain ;]Hs. Chile:;; Marion, Citptaiu .Toh.n Curcl. 
JJ'our cotnt>itnfo8 of tho 8oeoml regiment were also raised and attached 

to tho fo·flt. Two of these companioi; were composed of Delaware aud 

Osage Indians. 
On October G, 1887, Col. Gentry's roginwnt left Columbia for the field 

()f danger 1wJ duty, hut lwfore taking their departure were presented by 

the ladies of Columhin with a beautiful regin1ental flag, the presentation 

address being nrncle by Mii:;s Lucy Wales, a very cultivated nud accom

plished lady, ttt that time prcceptress of Columbia Female Academy. 

This flag was borne hy tho regiment throughout the campaign in Florida, 

and floated at its head in lnittlo, and after its return to Missouri was 
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delivered to the widow of Colonel Gentry, October 26th, 1842, by 
Captain William Henry Russell, and it is now in the possession of the 
family. 

After the regiment left Columbia, they marched by land to .Jefferson 
Barracks, below St. Louis, where they were detained for several days and 
were addressed hy Hon. Thomas H. Benton. They were there mustered 
into service by General Henry Atkinson, the commander of this depart
ment. They were taken by boats from there to Jackson Barracks, New 
Orleans, from which point they were transported in brigs across the gulf 
to Tampa Bay, Florida. 

Mr. Elihu H. Shepard, in his "Early History of St. Louis and Mis
souri," says, on the voyage they were overtaken by n violent storm and 
several of the vessels stranded. ·J\fony horses were lost, but no lives, 
and they disernbttrked 011 the 15th of November at the place of desti
nation. On the 1st of December they received orders from General 
Zachary Taylor, then commanding in Florida, to march to Okee-cho-bee 
Lake, one hundred and tbirty-:five miles inland by tho route traveled, 
in tho vicinity of which the whole force of the Seminoles was said 
to have collected, under their four most redoulitable leaders, Sam Jones, 
Tiger Tail, Alligator and Mycauopee, prepared for battle. 

Having reached the Kissemmee Hiver, seventy miles distant, the 
cavalry scouts cnptured several Indians who were guarding grazing stock, 
by which the Colonel learned the Indians ·were near at hand; and 
immediately crossing the river, he formed the Missouri volunteers in 
front a11d advanced, supporting them at a proper distance by the regular 
army on either :flank. 

The Indians appeared to have noticed all the surroundings of the pince, 
and c·ormnenced the attack at the point affording them the best position 
for prolonging a battle, and continued it with a pertinacity they seldom 
exhibit. 

Colonel Gentry fought on foot, as did all his command, aml had 
repulsed the Indians after several hours of severe fighting. He was 
gradually p1ishing them across a swamp, and had nearly reached the dry 
soil, when :t bullet pierced his abdomen, inflicting a fatal wound. He 
knew its extent, yet he stood erect an hour afterward, and cheered his 
men to victory; until at last bc>ing compelled to yield, he was borne from 
the fight and expired the same night. 

The fall of their leader did not relax the exertions of the Missourians. 
They made good all thefr Senator had said of them, and continued to 
fight several hours longer, until the Indians were entirely vanquished. 
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The loss in killotl tllH1 wounded was one hundred and thirty-eiO'ht, most of 

whom wor(l l\Hssmufans. 0 

There being no further service required of the Missourians, they were 

returned to their homos early in 1838, and the name and fame of Colonel 

Gentry plncod where it; will never perish. His remains, as well as those 

of Captain Vanswearingen, and Lieutenants Brooke and Center, 6th 

Regufar United States Infantry, were afterwards brought to Jefferson 

Ba,rracks and hurioc1, tho Government of the United States erectiuO' over 
0 

them a. suitahlo monument. The County of Gentry, organized February 

12th, 1841, was narncd in honor of his memory. i 

The oflieial report to the War Dopitrtnwnt by General Zachary Taylor, 

U. S. A., in regard to tlw battle of Okeechohee, occasioned much excite

ment and aclvon;c~ criticism in Missouri, because it wns claimed that he 

not only did groat inju:;;tice to tho Missomi volunteers under Colonel 

Gentry, but that on one occasion he treated Colonel Gentry himself with 

a <logrec of insulting lumlsbip and violence wholly l{umerited by that 

gallant offi.cer. Thcrefor<i, dnring tho session of the Legislature of 

1838-H, it special committee was appointed, David R. Atchison, chair

man, to inv<lHt.igatc the facts an<l mako report of them to the General 

Assembly. This committee caused about twenty of the officers of the 

1 '£he following is a copy of it letter from Brigadier General Henry Atkinson, U. S. 

Army, to .Mrs. Ann Gentry, widow of Oolonel Gentry, in regard to the receipt and in

terment of his rcma.ins: 

ST. LOUIS, 7th May, 1839. 

MY D~:Ait MAnAM :-I have the satisfaction to inform you that I have received the 

remains of tho fate Major Genornl Gentry, your lamented husband, from Florida, 

mi11gl<:1d in the immo hox with the remains of Captain VanSwearingen and Lieutanants 

Brooke nnrl Center, iith nc)girne.nt U.S. Infantry. '£he whole will be this day taken froni 

the box an<l pl!wocl in a suitable co1lln and carried to the Episcopal Church, where at 

httlf past two o'clock, the foneral service will be performed by the reverend clergy; after 

which all ttppropriate military honors will take place, by the military and civil author., 

itles of the city. '£he remaius will then be taken to Jefferson Barracks, where they will 

be lleposited for final interment as soon as the 6th Regiment returns to that post. It is 

intemlell to inter all the remains in the same grave, over which a monument, with suit

able inscriptions, will be erected. 
I hope thiR diHpoRition of the remains of Major General Gentry, will be agreeable to 

you anll your family. It would now be difficult, if not impossible, to designate the sep

arate renrnins of either indiviclnal; therefore, should you wish to have the General's bones, 

it would be impossible, I think, to select them. 

With the kindest regards, madam, I am most respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 

II. ATIUNSON, Brigadier General u. s . .Army. 

M:as. GENTRY, relict of the late Major General Gentry, Columbia, Mo. 
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Missouri Volunteers, who hacl served in the Florida campaign, to be 
Bxamined before them, among whom were individuals who were engaged 
during the battle in every part of the line, and others who were posted 
at the baggage on the opposite side of the swamp. After the examina
tion of these witnesses, Mr. Atchison made a report, in which it was 
maintained that General Taylor's report did the Missouri troops great 
injustic:e; among 0ther reasons because it charged that the JYiissouri 
Volunteers mostly broke and fell back to the baggnge, and that the 
repeated efforts of his Aids could not rnllythem. Mr. Atchison's report 
states; in substance, that the battle commenced between nine and ten 
o'clock A. ii-I., December 25th, 1837; that the Missouri Volunteers first 
attacked the enemy, led the charge, and bore the brunt of the battle 
along the whole line ; that they had to march through a deep, miry 
swamp for about half a mile in order to approach the Indians, who were 
concealed in the edge of the hummock ready to receive them, on ground 
which they had chosen and prepared for that purpose ; that the Indians 
were protected by the heavy timber and thick underbrush, while the Volun
teers, mostly unsupported by the Regulars, were exposed in open line, 
uncovered, in the swamp, stauding up to their knees in mud and water, 
when they received the first deadly :fire of the enemy. Nevertheless, they 
fought b1;avely till the heat of the battle was over, and it was principally 
by their fire that the Indians were first dispersed. Although a large 
number of the Volunteers were killed or wounded by a concealed enemy, 
they heroically stood their ground or pressed forward to the attack, until 
the hummock was taken and the victory gained. None of the witnesses 
examined knew of any attempt on the part of General Taylor's staff to 
rally the Volunteers, or of any necessity for such attempt; and the fact 
is established that after the heat of the battle was over, a considernble 
portion of the Volunteers, instead of being dispatched in pursuit of the 
retreating enemy, were, by order of the Regular officers, detailed to 
make a causeway across the swamp, upon which to carry out the dead 
and wounded. To the committee it was manifest that General Taylor 
entertained strong prejudice against the Volunteers, and a most contempt
uous opinion of that description of troops, and they reported it pro buble, 
thut, owing to this prejudice, he could not do justice to the Volunteers 
from Missouri. Also, that "Colonel Gentry fell at the head of his troops, 
in a manner 1vo1-thy of the commander of Volunteers, and the conduct of 
the Volunteer officers and soldiers generally was such as ought to have 
elicited praise and commendation, instead of censure and reproach." 
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The committee concluded their report by recommending the adoption 
of the following joint resolutions : 

1st. Resolved, by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives, that the conduct of the 
Missouri Volunteers and spies, in the Florida campaign, was such as only could be 
expected from good soldiei·s and brave men. 

2d. Resolved, that so much of Colonel Z. Taylor's report of the battle of Okeechobee, 
which charges that the Missouri Volunteers and spies mostly broke and fell back to the 
baggage, and that the repeated efforts of his staff could not rally them, is proved to be 
unfounded, not to say intentionally false, and that so much of said report which states 
that the Regular troops were joined by Ou.ptain Gilliam and Lieutenant Blakey with a 
few men, but not until they had suffered severely, is incorrect in this,-that Gilliam and 
Blakey were in advance of' the Regular troops during the most of the fight and never in the 
rear. 

3d. Resolved, that so much of said report, which states that the Missouri Volunteers 
and spies behaved themselves as well or better than troops of that discription usually 
do, is not so much a compliment to them, as a slander upon citizen soldiers generally. 

4th. Resol'Ved, that Colonel 'l'aylor, in his report of the battle of Okeechebee, has done 
manifest injustice to the Missouri Volunteers and spies, and that said report was not 
founded upon facts as they occt1rred. 

5th. Resolved, that a commanding officer who has wantonly misrepresented the 
conduct of men who gallantly sustained him in battle, is unworthy a commission in the 
Army of the United States. 

6th. Resolved, that the Governor of the State be required to lay before the President of 
the United States, the evidence reported to this House, in relation to the conduct of the 
Missouri volunteers and spies in the Floridn campaign, and Colonel z. •raylor's report 
of the battle of the Okeechebee, and that he solicit on the part of this State a court of 
inqufry into the conduct of the Missouri volunteers and spies, and the truth of said 
report. 

7th. Resolved, that the Governor of the State be required to lay before the President 
of the United States, a statement of facts rehttivc to the treatment of the spies under 
Colonel Morgan and Captain Sconce: 1st, as it regards the fact of the organization of 
said command into a spy battalion, under the order of Colonel Taylor. 2d. His subse
quent acknowledglement and recognition of said corps. 8d. 'l'he performance of 
arcluons duty by the officers of said battalion uncfot· the requisition of Colonel Taylor. 
4th. Their subsequent discharge as privates and the pay that they received as such. 
5th. '!'he necessity of adopting some course to obtain redress. 

The resolutions passed both houses of the Legislature unanimously, 
and there the mutter rested, no court of inquiry having been called by 
the P!'esideut of the United States to investigate the truth of Colonel 
Taylor's report. 
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FROM 1830 TO 1840 CONTINUED.-THE MORMONS AND THE MORMON WAR.-SKETCl{ OF 
MORMONISM AND OF Jo. SMITH.-" THE .BOOK OF MORMON"-lTS 0RIGIN.-MOR1110NS 
SETTLE AT IimEPENDENCE IN JACKSON COUNTY.-A~E DRIVJ<1N OUT AND ESTABLISH 
THEMSELVES AT FAR WEST D1 CALDWELL COUNTY.-DESCRIPTION OFF.AR WEST AND 
OF THE l\fORMON TEMPLE.-THE MORMONS AT DEWITT, CARROLL COUNTY. -THEY 
ORGANIZE UNDER COLONEL G. W. HrnKLE.-THE CITIZENS FLY TO ARMS AND ELECT 
GENERAL CONGREVE JACKSON TO COMMAND THEM. - BLOODSUED lMMINENT.-JUDGE 
JAMES EARICKSON 01•' HOWARD NEGOTIATES A PEACE. -THE MORMONS ABANDON 
DEWITT AND GO TO FAR WI~ST.-FALSE ALARM AT CARROLLTON.-l\fISSOURI MILITl.A 
MARCH AGAINST THE MORMONS IN 1838.-Trrnrn STJRR1<1NDER AND DISPERSION.-THE 
TRAGICAL DEATHS OF JO. SMITH AND PARLEY P. PRATT.-ATTEMP'rED ASSASSINATION 
OF GOVERNOR LILBURN W. BOGGS BY PORTER ltOCKWELL, .A MORMON LEADER. 

Unquestionably one of tbe most striking features in the history of 
modern fanaticism is the progre~s of Mormonism .in the United States. 
That an uneducated youth, without wealth or social standing, indeed 
without the prestige of common morality, and in fact notorious only for 
a vagrant and dissolute life, should excite a revolutionary movement in 
the religions world, and be able to operate on the public credulity by 
means of the most absurd pretensions to the divine and prophetic 
character, and that too in an age boastful of its intelligence, ls n paradox 
difficult to be accounted for on nny known laws of the human mind. 

Joe Smith, their prophet, priest and king, assumed to act by divine 
appointment, and claimed that his mission was of both a temporal ttnd 
spiritual character. He was to radically and essentially change nll the 
features of divine worship, and herald the millennial reign of Christ on 
earth. In addition to this he was to establish a tempoml kingdom, in 
which "the Saints" were to reign, and crush the unbelieving world 
beneath their righteous rule. When he came to Missouri, in 1831, it 
was claimed that the foundations of this kingdom were laid ut Indepen
dence, which Smith named "The New Jerusalem." From this uuclens 
it was to be extended by a series of supernatural incidents and brilliant 
conquests, rnore miraculous, dazzling and complete than the rapid march 
of th.e Moslem prophet under bis crescent banner. 

To accompli8h his designs, he proposed to concentrate all the Indian 
tribes of ihe West, and incite them to avenge the wrongs they had 
suffered at the hands of their white oppressors. The blood-thirsty 
Comanches, the cruel Sacs and Foxes, still smarting under the defeat 
and capture of their celebrated chieftain, Black Hawk;· the vVinnebagoe.s, 
the Pawnees, the Omahas, and all the wild tribes of the deep valleys 
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and lofty crags of the Rocky Mountains, were to hear the voice of the 

prophet, heed his counsel, and subordinate all their savage energies to 
the establishment of Mormon supremacy on the American Continent. 

"The Book of Mormon" ( a copy of which, once the property of Jo. 

Smith's mother, is now before the writer) contains a pretended history 

of the ancient aborigines of the country, from whom it is claimed the 

modern tribes have descended. This "Book" was to be used for the 

conversion of the Indians. From the pages of this blundering fiction 

the red man was to be taught of his high origin ; of an ancestry which 
hacl peopled a vast continent, and established a civilization even superior 

to that of their European enemies who had robbed them of their homes 

:md hunting grounds. 
The trnth is, there is something so remarkable about this strange 

infatuation and its pretensions as to justify, iu this place, a brief reference 

to tho history of Joseph Smith, the founder and apostle of Mormonism. 
He ·was born December 2:-M, 1805, at Sharon, "Windsor County, Vermont, 

nnd in 1815, removed with his father and family to Palmyra, V\r ayue 

County, New York. A few years nfterwnrds, many revivals of religion 

occurred in Western New York, and Smith professed to have become 

seriously impressed on the subject. In April, 1820, while praying in 

the woods, lie pretends to have received his first remarlrnble vision and 
revelation, and asserts that . God appeared to him in the forest, and, 

like Mohammed's Gabriel, informed him that his sins were forgiven ; 
that all of the then existing denominations of Christians were in error 

and enemies of the Covernmt of Grace, and that he was the chosen of 
God to reinstate his Kingdom, and re-introduce his Gospel on earth. 

Three years afterwards, Smith fenrfully backslided; became oblivious of 
his pretended revelation and conversion, and relapsed into his old 

habits of swearing, swindling and drunkenness. Nevertheless he 
pretends that about this time (September 21st, 1823) an angel came 

to him while in bed and revealed to him the existence and preservation 
-Of the history of the ancient inhabitants of the American continent, 

.engraved on plates of gold, nncl directed him where to find them. The 

next day he obeyed the angelic injunction and discovered the gold 
plates, in a stone box, buried in a hillside - "Cumorah "-between 
Manchester and Palmyra, New York. He attempted to take them, but 

the devil and his angels prevented him for a time, by hostilities waged 
with carnal weapons, but they were finally vanquished and retreated. The 

angel of the Lord then safely delivered to him the plates-plates of gold, 
bell-shaped, seven by eight inches in size and six inches thick, and 
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fastened through the ends with rings. The engraving below represents 

one of the plates. 
These plates, as can be seen, contained all kinds of characters, arranged 

in columns like Chinese writing, and presented a singular medley of 

Greek, Hebrew and all sorts of hieroglyphics, with sundry figures of 

half-moons and stars, the whole ending in a rude representation of the 
Mexican zodiac. He at once set about translating them; but in July, 

1828, the translation was suspended in consequence of Martin Harris, 

one of the scribes, stealing 118 pages of manuscript, which have never 
been recovered. In April, 1829, the translation was resumed, Oliver 

Cowdery, whom John the Baptist came to the earth and ordained, acting 

as clerk. The ensuing year the "Book of Mormon" was published as a 
revelation from Heaven. 

The Book of Mormon. 

Mr. Thurlow Weed, late of the Albany (N. Y.) Journal, says in a 
letter published in the N. Y. Herald of July 29, 1858, that" the original 
impostor, Joe Smith, come to the writer only thirty-two years ago with 
the manuscript of this Mormon Bible to be printed. He then had but 

one follower, a respectable and wealthy former of the town of Macedon, 

who offered himself as security for the printing. But after reading a 

few chapters, it seemed such a jumble of unintelligible absurdities that 
we refused the work, advising Harris not _to mortgage hi':l farm and beg

gar his family. But Joe crossed over the way to our neighbor, Elihu F. 
Marshall, and got his Mormon Bible printed." 
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Wi~hout going fa1:ther into the history of this wqnderful delusion, 

there is very good evidence for the statement that the real author of the 

"Book of Mormon''. was Solomon Spalding, a Presbyterian clergyman 

of Ashford, Connecticut, who graduated at Dartmouth in 1785, and was 

ordained and preached for three or four years. Relinquishing the ministry 

he engaged in mercantile business in Cherry Valley, New York, when, i~ 

1809, he moved to Conneaut, Ohio, and :fina11y, in 1814, to Amity, Penn

sylvania, where he died in 1816. He wrote several novels, which he was in 

the habit of reading to his friends in manuscript, among them (in 1810-12) 

a romance of the migration of the ten lost tribes of Israel to America, 

maintaining the hypothesis that the American Indians are descended from 

the Hebrews. 
Mr. Spalding intended to publish this :fiction in book form, and placed 

it before his death in a printing office in Pittsburgh, with which Sidney 

Rigdon was connected, who copied it. The book was never published, 

and the original manuscript was returned to Spalding. After the appear

ance of "The Book of Mormon," Mr. Spalding's widow recognized its 

paternity, and on May 18th, 1839, in a card in the Boston Journal, 

published a statement in regard to its history. 1 

Having made a number of converts, Smith in 1831 moved to Kirtland, 

Ohio, and during the same year made a visit to Missouri in search of a 

location for" Zion"; found it at Independence, Ja~kson County; named 

the place" The New Jerusalem," and returned to Kirtland. 

In 1832 Smith returned with many followers to Jackson County. They 

entered several thousand acres of land, mostly west of Independence, 

professed to own all things in common, though in reality their bishops 

and leaders owned everything (especially the land titles) and established 

a "Lord's Storehouse" in Independence, where the few monopolized the 

trade and earnings of the many. They published The EveninrJ Star, 

(the :first newspaper in the county) in which appeared weekly install

ments of "reve1ations" promising wonderful things to the faithful, and 

denouncing still more wonderful things against the ungodly Gentiles. 

The resu1t was that the Gentiles threw the press and type into the 

Missouri River, tarred and feathered t~e Bishop and two others, on the 

public square at Independence, and otherwise maltreated the Saints, 

who retaliated upon their adversaries, "smiting them hip and thigh" at 

every good opportunity. On October 31st, 1833, a deadly encounter 

took place two miles east of Westport, in which two citizens and one 

1 See .American Cyclopedia, 1875, Vol. XI, p. 833. 
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the deceased were turned over to an old acquaintance and nejghbor, 
·wmiam O. Blanchard, of Boone County, who sent them to his widowed 
mother in that county. 

Early in December, 1864, General Rosecrans was relieved of the com
mand of the Missouri Department, and General Granville M. Dodge, of 
Iowa, appointed to succeed him. 

The military operations in Missouri for the year 1864 were closed by 
the execution, in the old jail yard of St. Louis, (on the site of which now 
stands the Laclede-Bircher Hotel) on Monday, December 26th, 1864, of 
James M. Utz. He had been tried by a Military C0mmission, of which 
Colonel "'\V. A. Barstow, of the Third Regiment of Cavalry, Wisconsin 
Volunteers, was president, and found guilty of "being a spy," "recruit
ing men for the Rebel army," and "carrying correspondence to Rebel 
enemies," and condemned to be hanged by the neck until dead, at such 
time and place as the General commanding the Department, (then 
General G. M. Dodge), might direct. General Dodge approved the 
sentence, and ordered it to be carried into exf'cution nt the time and 
place above stated, and it was done-Lieutenant-Co1onel Gustavus 
Heinrichs, Superintendent and Inspector of Military Pris0ns, officiating 
at the solemn scene. Utz was born and raised near Bridgeton, St. 
Louis County, and at the time of his execution was twenty-six years old. 

"\Ve have not space for an account of the closing conflicts of the rebel
lion in 1865. Suffice it to say, that on the 29th day of March, a terrific 
struggle of three days began between the two great armies before Peters
burg, Virginia, at the close of which Lee's army was compelled to evac
uate that place. · Ou the night of April 2cl, the Confederate forces and 
the members of the Confederate Government, fled from Richmond, and 
on the following morning that city, as well as Peters burg, wus entered 
by the Federal army. The warehouses of the Confederate capital were 
:fired by the retreating soldiers, and a large part of the city was reduced 
to ~tsbes. At length, on the 9th of April, finding escape from the hot 
pursuit of the Federal troop~ impossible, Lee surrendered what remained 
of the Army of Northern Virginia, about 26,000 men, to Grant, at Appo
nmttox Court-house. This was the death-blow to the rebellion, and after 
four years of blood-shed, devastation and sorrow, the CIVIL WAR IN 
THE UNITED STATES WAS AT AN END. 

On the 4th of April, President Lincoln, who had been at the headquar
ters of Grant for more than a week, made his appearance in Richmond, 
and, in the mansion of Jefferson Davis, the retreating President of the 
Southern Confederacy, publicly received many army officers and citizens. 



FAR WEST AND 'l'IIE MORMON 'l'EMPI,E. 

Christ of Latter Day Saints. W o give n faithful picture :is it now 8tnrnls 

to-cla.y. It is :t rnde, old-fashioned, onc-:>tory fmmo lrnilding, with two 

rooms, situntecl nhout a quarter of a milo southwest of the temple site, 

which was in the midJle of tho town. An mrnsually large and clnmsy 

stone chimney at the north end of tho building is its dh>tiDgui;;hi11g 

characteristic. Otherwise the structure is an ox<'ccdiugly ordinnry an<l 

common-place building, suggestive of anything rather than the rc:-;idonce 

of tho founder of a mighty sect whoso wondct'ful rise and progress con

stitute u,n era in the history of Missouri. 
Under the influence of their rni8sionarirni, who were ca!lVa8cdng all 

the Eastern States nnd many parts of Europe, tho young city of Fm· 

West promised much. Couvert;s i-;cttlc(1 nil over the county, nnd 

especially along 'tho 8troam:-1 nnd belts of timJ>Pl'. l~'arm housns 1-:11n·1tng 
up n,s if hy mngic, :wd tho wildornes8 wns in n fow months trnnsformnd 

into an i1Hlu1::1trious and promic:i ng eorn muo ity. Their :::H't tlcrnnnts 

<>,xtendcd into Livi11gston, l>avicsi:l itJl(l Clint.on C'ountio8, but, Far vVoHt., 
their only town, wu.:; tl10ir commm·(·ial cmtter, mHl lw('ttlllP their county 

scat. In 1837, tho 1Iormou8 lH'gnn work 011 what wus intcmded to be 

one of tho mo:;t nrnguificont temple,'! in tho lJuit~itl Stut.Qs. 

The towu was bid out in blocks (3})(j fod H<11uu·~i:: am1 tho skccti; wore 

on a grnnd .S('ttlo. Tho four principal uvo11t1<•s W<·1·0 01wh li3:2 f(~Ot wide, 

nnd all the ot.horc: 82~ foot wido. Tlwse divcl'go<l at right 1tngl(lS from 

n public square iu the ccuter, d0Kig11ed as t.ho Rito of' a gl'llu<l templ(l 1 

which, howcvnr, wn8 irnvor lrnih. .fo J8a 7, tho ccll111· U11<.ler the 
prospective temple was d11g. '.l'hc excavation, 120 hy 80 foot iu urea, 

and 4 or 5 feet <loop, was accornvliK!wd in ahont 011e~lrnlf of t\ day, 
more thnn 500 men being employed in Uw work, with 110 other i1101111s 

of removing tho earth than han<l-l>MTows. H is gcncrnlly b11liovod 

that 011 tho 4th of .July followi11g, which was duly olrnervcd llH a mitiorutl 

holiday, the comer-stouo of tho temple wns lnid. This, howev(1l', ii! u. 
mistake. 

'l'hc prosperity of the Mormon settlement hud drnwn thithor m1t11y gocHl 
and industrious men, and also many dospcntclocs aml thiovot1, who Hoon 

obtained foll sw:ty in their con11cils. Th<•y bol<lly <kcl1t1'(Hl t.hnt '1 tho 

Lord had given the eat-th and tho fullnc8S thm:oof to lii8 people,» mid 

that they wore "His people," um1 consequently had the l'ight to tnke 

whatsoever they pleased from the Gen.tilc~s. In pursmmce of' this 

declaration, bands of the more lawless of them 1>trolled itl)()Ut the 

country, taking what they pleased. As they largoly outuumbcn1d the 

Gentiles, and as the county officers were mostly Mormons, they wcr·e 



244 IDSTORY OF MISSOURI. 

enabled to act with impunity until their lawless eourse excited the indig
nation of the other settlers, who, not being able to obtain justice in ai 

lawful manner, alao resorted to mob violence and retaliation in kind, 
uutil many a dark and unlawful deed was perpetrated on both sides. 

It will he a matter of iuterest to many to know that among the 
Mormon residents at Far West wns the widow of Morgan, the so-called 
e2q)Oscr of the mysteries of Masonry, whose sudrlen disappearance· 
from his home in New York, in the year 1826, created the suspicion of 
his having been abducted and murdered by certain over-zealous member& 
of the cn1ft. The excitement in that day, in reference to this mythical 
murder, was of a sufficiently grave and extensive character to result 
in the inauguration of a short-lived party iu national politics, the 
leading charncteristic of which was its opposition to Free Masonry. 

The Mormons not only had 11 sad experience in the counties of Jackson 
and Ua,ld well, but also in Carroll, in the neighborhood of De \Vitt, nea1· 
the Missouri River. During the summer of 1838, a citizen of this village)' 
by the name of Root, then a merchant there, and now a banker in Quincy,. 
Illinois, sold a lnrge number of lots to G. \i\T. Hinkle an<l 
Murdock, whom it was afterwards discovered were Mormon leaders, wh<> 
came to Carroll county to establi::ih a settlement of their order. De \Vitt 
being a good landing on the river, they regarded it as a convenient point 
from which to forward goods and immigrants to Far 'West. No sooner 
was it known that these new corners were Mormon leaders, coming into 
the country with the view of planting a colony, than great excitement 
arose in the sparse settlements then existing there. The settlers beoamc
alarmed for their own safety, aud in July, 1838, a public meeting was 
held in Carrollton, which was addressed by Dr. W. \V. Austin, Alex. C. 
Blackwell, Rev. Abbot Hancock, Rev. Sarchel Woods, Hiram 1Vilcoxson 
and others. No definite measures were adopted at this meeting, but at 
another held a few days afterward, it was with difficulty that portions of 
the people were restrained from making an immediate advance on the 
Mormon settlement at DevVitt. Assistance from neighboring counties 
was proffered to expel the Mormons from Carroll, and it was finally de
termined that their expulsion was a necessity. A committee of citizens 
was appointed, of which Sarchel Woods was made chairman, to notify 
Col. Hinkle of the course the people intended to pursue. Accordingly~ 
on the following Monday, the committee visited DeWitt, where they met 
Col. Hinkle and a large number of his adherents. On being informed of 
their mission, Col. Hinkle drew his sword, and, defiantly :flourishing it the 
air, threatened extermination to those who should attempt to disturb thf'! 
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peace of himself and the Saints. To all of which the chairman, Rev. 

Mr. Woods, replied: "Colonel, put up your sword. I am an old 

pioneer, have heard the Indians yell, the wolves howl and the owls hoot, 

.and am not alarmed at such demonstrations." 
Before decisive measures were adopted for the expulsion of the 

Mormons at De Witt, troubles broke out in Daviess County, and the 

people of Carroll were called upon for aid. During the existence of 

these troubles, and while the attention of the people was directed to the 

suppression of disorders in Daviess, Mormon recruits, by land and by 
water, poured into the town of De Witt, and their wagons and tents 

-0ompletely :filled the grove of timber below the town. An attack on this 

encampment and settlement was :fixed for the 21st of September, 1838, 

and on that day, about 150 armed men bivouacked neur the town. 

A conflict between the forces ensued, during which several scattering 

volleys were fired, but no serious casualty occurred. Nevertheless, a 

laughable incident happened to a Mr. Williams, who was strucl{ in the 

mouth by a passing ball. Williams was of the Gentile force aud au 

inveterate tob:1cco chewer, who was in the habit of ulways keeping a 

large quid between his under lip and teeth. A ball from the gun of one 

of the Saints entered the right side of his lip, und coming out on the 

left, carried with it the huge quid of tobacco, without breaki11g the skin 

in front of the mouth. The Mormons :finally evacuated their works and 

fled to some log houses, in which they were comparatively safe from 

attack. The Carroll County forces likewise returned to their camp to 

await re-inforcements. Troops from l~ay, Howard and Clay Counties 

soon arrived. Hiram Wilcoxson, who had been sent to Jackson County 

for a piece of artillery, arrived in due tim~ with it on a wagon, and it 

was properly mounted ready for service. By this time the attucking 

force had increased to four or five hundred meu. Congreve Jackson, of 

Howard County, was chosen Brigadier-General ; Ebenezer Price, of 

Clay, Colonel; Singleton Vaughn, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Sarchel 

Woods, Major. Thus officered, the brigade, after ten days' discipline, 1 

were preparing for an assault upon the Mormon force. , 
Before the line of buttle wus formed and the onslaught made, however, 

Judge James Earickson and William F. Dunnicu, two influential aud 

reputable citizens of Howard County, reached General Jacks~u's camp 

.and asked permission to intercede, with the view of lldjusting the troubles 

without bloodshed. After a long parley, it was finally agreed that Judge 

Earickson might make the Mormons this proposition : That the citizens 

Qf Carroll County would purchase from the Mormons, at first cost, their 
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lots in De Witt, nucl one or two tracts of lnnd joining the town; that the 
Mormons should pay for all the cattle killed by them belonging to 
citizens; that the Mormons should load their waQ'ons durinO' the niO'ht 

~' 0 b 

and be ready to move by ten o'clock next morning, and that they agree 

to make no further attempt on their part at a settlement in Carroll 
County. Judge Earickson very properly thought the terms of pacifi
cation rather stringent; but as they were the best that could be obtained 
from the excited citizens, agreed to undertake the mission. He accord

ingly waited upon Colonel Hinkle and informed him of the object of his 
visit, and of the terms upon which a peaceful and bloodless settlement 
could be made. Colonel Hinkle was indignant, ancl expressed a 

determination to die on the hill rather than accede to sueh terms. Judge 
Earickson e2q)ostulnted. Hinkle protested, the interview resulting in 

Earickson agreeing to remain during the night and hear his final answer 

in the morniug. 
A little after dark, Co1one1Lyman vYight roached De Witt with about 

a hu11drecl Mormons. Their coming strengthened Hinkle's conviction 

that ho eould "hold the fort." Nevertheless, ,Judge Earickson ca1led a 

conndl of the principal Morn10us and informed them of the perils with 
which they were throatem'd. lf one citizen of Carroll County should 
be killed, a hundred would fly to arms to twenge his blood. In the event 
of hostilitic.s, so cxa,;perated would be the people that he would not be 

respon::dblc for the safety of the women and children. Colonel Hinkle 
becoming better informed of the clangers which threatened him, began 
to consider more dispassionately the force of the :irguments, but Lyman 
"\Vight was oppo~ed to ti11y term~, and wanted to "fight it out on that 
line if it took all summer." · 

'!'be force:,; under Jackson were <1etcrminet1 to carry the :Mormon posi
tion at ull hazards the next morning; and before Judge Earickson re

turned next morning, ,Jackson's forees were in line and ready to advance. 
De01pairin~ of peaceable settlement, a messcnge1· was about to leave to 
notify .T udgo Earickson of the determination of the opposing force, and tlmt 

all non-combatants must be moved by the Mormons to a place of safety. 
Just at this time, Judge Earidrnon made his appearance with the intelli
gence that Colonel Hiuklc bad accepted the tel'ms, and that if commis-
1>ioncr,; should be sent to De \Vitt to settle the manner in whil'h the 

property would he paid for, they would be received in friendship. 

Commissioners Wl~l'e accordingly appointed-vV. vV. Austin, A. Hancock, 
A. C. Blackwell, Col. Vaughn, David ·vvalker, and Benjamin Cooper 

on the part of the citizens ; and James Earickson, ViTilliam D. Swinney~ 
and W. F. Dunuica of Howard County, to represent the Mormons. 
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In conformity to the agreement, the Mormons without delay loaded 

their property on wagons, and a long procession filed out of town fo1· Far 

West, in Caldwell County-men, women, and children casting a sorrow.:. 

fol look behind them as they left forever the spot on ·which they hoped 

to build a large and prosperous city. 
In less than a week the commissioners met at Glasgow and were ready 

to make a :final settlement of all questions pertaini11g to the property. 

They were about proceeding to business, when a messenger reached them 

from Messrs. Joseph Dickson, Himm "\Vilcoxson and others of Carrollton, 

bearing a letter to the effect that on the arrival of Col. Hinkle at ]for 

"West, the Mormon leaders of that place set aside his ngrcement, and 

avowed a determination to maintain possession of thefr property in 

Carroll County. The cornmi~sioner~ at once len Glasgow and reached 

Carrollton at midnight, it having b~~en reported-which, however, turned 

out to be untrue-that a Mormon force was moving from Jfar West 

southward; and Carrollton, being unprotected, everything was in confusion 

there. Apprehending au attack upon the town, the merchants· had 

pnckod their goods and books and sent them to places of safety. Many 

families were preparing to leave, and had moved their furniture aucl 

other household effects and concealed them in the adjacent woods. Col. 

vViUinm Claude Jones was endeavoring to organize two compnnies for 
home protection, but his efforts, in consequence of the demurnlization 

which prevailed, were in vain. 
Peace was finally restored. \Vhether the commissioners ever carried 

out the object of their appointment and adjusted the property balances 

between the citizens and the Mormons at De Witt, is not recordecJ.1 

In 1838 the discord became so great, and the clamor for the expulsion 

of the Mormons from the State so imperative, that .Governor Boggs 

issued a proclamation, ordering Maj or-General David R. Atchison to 

can out the militia of his division to put clown the insurgents nnd enforce 

the laws. He called out a part of the 1st brigade of the Missouri State 

Militia, under command of Generul Alexander W. Doniphan, who 

proceeded at once to the seat of war. The militia were placed under 

the command of General John B. Clark, of Howard County. The 

Mormon forces, numbering about 1,000 men, were led by G. W. Hinkle. 

The :first skirmish took phce at Crooked River, in the south-westem 

part of the county, where David Putten-"Capfain Fear-not," o.s he 

called himself-the leader of the Danita Band or United Brothers of 

1 A. C. Blackwell's Ristory of CaIToll County, 1876. 
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Gideon was killed. But the principal engagement was fought at 
Haugh~'s i\fills, five miles south of the present site of Breckenridge. 
The Mormons of the eastern portion of the county had concentrated 
there and entrenched themselves in the mill and. in the blacksmith shop, 
whore the militia, numbering about 125 men, attacked and captured 
them. One militia man was wounded and 18 of the Mormons killcd
some of them after their surrender,-ancl their bodies were thrown into 
a neighboring well on a farm owned at that time by Haughn. This laud 
is now the property of Jam es C. McCrnry, Esq., of Kingston, to whom 
it was sold for a St. Louis party, by Nathan Cope, Esq., of Kingston. 
It was about fifteen and a half miles east of Far vVest. This bloody 
and sepulchral well was filled up by Charles Ross, Esq., now a resident 
of Kingston, who arrived on the spot just ten days after the tragic 
occurre11ce. 

When the militia appeared at Far West, October, 1838, where the 
principal Mormon forces were gathered, Joe Smith surrendered, agreeing 
to General Doniphan's conditions, viz.: That they should deliver up 
their arms, surrender their prominent leaders for trial, aml the remainder 
of the Mormons should, with their families, leave the State. 

The leaders were taken before a court of inquil'y at Hichmond, Judge 
Austin A. King presiding. He remanded them to Daviess County, io 
await the action of the grand jur_y on a charge of treason against the 
State, and murder. The Daviess County jail being poor, they were 
confined at Liberty. Indictments for various offenses-treason, murder, 
robbery, receiving stolen goods, arson, resisting legal process, etc., 
-were found against Joe Smith, Hyram Smith (Joe Smith's brother), 
Sidney Rigdon, Lyman "'Wight, G. W. Hinkle, Caleb Baldwin, Parley 
P. Pmtt,1 Luman Gibbs (the basket-maker), Maurice Phelps, King 
Follett, Wm. Osburn, Arthur Morrison, Elias Higbee, J. Worthington, 
\V. Voorheis, Jacob Gates and others. Sic111ey Higdon was released on 
a writ of habeas co1'pus. The others requeste1l a drnnge of venue, and 
Judge King sent their cases to Boone County fol' trial. On their wa_y to 
Columbia, under a military guard, Joe Smith effected his escape. It is 
claimed, and generally believed, that the gmml was lil'ibcd. 

On July 4th, 1839, P. P. Pratt and perliup,; others, while the citizens 
of Columbia were attending some sort of an o Id-fashioned Fourth 
of July celebration on the opposite side of the town, knocked down 

1 Pratt was a :1\Iormon Elder and a man of education. In 1856 he met a tragic death, 
near Fort Gibson, For an account, of it see conclusion of this chapter. 
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John M. Kelly, the jailor, when he opened the door to serve them with 

dinner, and escaped. Gibbs and some others were tried before David 

Todd, Circuit Judge, and acquitted. Hon. J. S. Rollins of Boone, and 

General A. W. Doniphan of Clay, defended them. The indictments 

were clismbsed against all the others, by Circuit Attorney .James 

M. Gordon, at t~1e August term of the Court, 1840. In connection 

with the removal of the remainder of the Mormons, and according to 

the terms of the surrender, there were many terrible scenes. Many of 

the Mormons were poor, nnd had invested t:b.cir all in lands from which 

they were about to be driven. Valuable farms were traded for an old 

wagon, a, honie, a yoke of oxen, or anything offered that would fur

ni8h means of transportation. In many instances conveyances of lands 

were denmmled and enforced at the muzzle of the pistol or the rifle. At 

this time there were about 5,000 inhabitm1ts in Caldwell County, nearly 

4,000 being Mormons, most of whom went to Nauvoo (meaning" The 

Beautiful"), in Illinois, where they afterwards built a magnificent temple. 

In July, 1843, Jo. Smith pretended to receive a" revelation" author

izing polygamy. When the "revelation" became public, considerable 

indigllation was felt in Nauvoo, and serious disturbances occurred, the 

ultimate result of whic.:h was that the Prqphet and his brother Hyrum, 

"William Richards and John Taylor, were arrested on u charge of treason 

again"t the State and lodged in the Cttrthage, Illinois, jail. A short 

time aftor, it began to he rumored that some of the State officials were 

really desirous the two Smiths should escape, whereupon an armed mob 

of about one hundred mtm was organized, and near sunset was seen ad

vancing stealthily, in single file, from the Nauvoo road, in the direction 

of the jail. Arriving at the jail, a conflict ensued with the guard during 

which St'Veral shots were fired. The guard was repulsed, and the vic

torious mob forced their way to the front door of the prison, and into the 

lower room. There was no hesitation; the excited and determined crowd 

instantly poured in a dark and threntening mass up the stairway which 

le<l to the room where the prisoners were confinell. A volley was :fired 

through the door, one shot of which inflicted a wound on Hyrum Smith 

from which he instantly expired. The door was now forced, and the 

infuriated mob precipitated itself into the room, shouting and :firing 

volley after volley. The contest was too :fierce to continue long. Taylor 

was severely, nnd it was thought at the time, mortally wounded. The 

Prophet, Jo. Smith, wus armed with a six-barreled pistol, with which he 

defended himself with a bravery inspired by desperation. Three times 

did he discharge his weapon, and every shot was effectual, wounding one 
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nf his assailants. mortally and two others slightly· A Volley from the 
moh finally brought him lifeless to the floor. . . .. 

Thus fell (June 27th, 1844) a martyr to hcent10nsness and ambition,. 
the most corrnpt, successful and wicked impostor of modern times. 
After ,Jo, Smith's death the "Council of Twelve Apostles" unanimously 
e1Pctet1 Brigham Young as his successor. 

Parle\· P. Pratt, heretofore mentioned as e:scaping from the Columbia,. 
:'.\lis:;:ouri, jail on July 4th, 1840, was a man of education, a1·1 author and a. 
poet, and a Mormon elder of great influence among the ">Saints." His 
violent death near Fort Gibson in 18.56, was as tragic as Smith's, and 
nuder circumstances of thrilling interest. In the spring of 1856, Pratt 
seduced from her home the wife of Mr. H. H. McLean, a merclu1J.1t of 
San Francisco, to make her his seventh wife. After her flight, the desertecl 
husband sent his two children, a very interesting boy and girl, to his 
father-in-law in New Orleuns. Some time aftet'W::Lrtl, tho rnotber left 
Salt Lake, went to her parents in New Orleans, professed repentance and 
regret, and promised amendment, nnd by these means ob~ained possession 
of the children, and fled back: to Utah with them. On discovering this, 
the doubly-injured father started in pursuit. He came to New York, 
heard of Pratt there and tracked him thence to St. Louis. There he 
lost him. Then he left for New Orleans, where he heard tlrnt his wife 
and children were going through Texus to Salt Lake : so he started 
to Texas. In his search he learned that his wife Imel assurncd the name 
of ::\frs. H. P. Parker. While traveling through Texas he contrived to 
intercept some letters which he found bearing the superscription of Mrs. 
Parker. Although written in cipher, Mr. McLean succeeded in discover
ing the key, and found the letters were from Pratt, Ullcl contained a 
request that the caruvan with which Mrs. McLean and her children were 
traveling should go to the neighbo1·hood of Fort Gibson, in the Cherokee 
llation. McLean started for Fort Gibson, as sum in()' th'e name of John-o 
son. He made known his secret to the officers of the fort only. Here 
his vigilant and energetic pursuit of the fugitives was soon rewarded. 
He c:1ptured not only his wife and chiluren, but the Mormon "Saint·~ 
who, in the name of religion, had enticed them from their home. The 
Fnited States ::'.\larshal took them before Commissioner John B. Ogden 
for trial. The cnse awoke iutense excitement at the time, and the 
populace clamored for vengeance on the wretch who hacl deliberately 
plotted the ruin of a prosperous and huppy family. 

The cyphered letters were produced in court, and Mr. :McLean told 
such a pathetic story of his wrongs that Pratt only escaped lynching by 
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being concealed in the jail. Even the complainant himself became so 

enraged at one time during the trial, that, in the very court to which he 

had come for justice, he clutched his pistol to shoot Pratt then and there. 

Early next morning, the Mormon elder was dismissed, and left the place 

secretly, hut McLean watched and pursued him, overtook him 011 the 

road, and killed him in his tracks. With his children McLean returned 

to New Orleans, and the wife having meanwhile become a raving maniac~ 

was sent to an insane asylum. 
It was this event, combined with the a.pprehencled appointment of new 

territorial officers by the Government, and a desire to possess the 

valuable property of the train, that is reported to have led to the· 

horrible massacre of more than one hundred Arkansas immigrants at 

Mountain Meadow, Utnh, on September 15th, 1857, and for participation 

in which crime John D. Lee was tried, and on March 23d, 1877, shot to 

death on the very spot of the bloody slaughter. Ile lived with the 

Mormons during their residence at Far vVest. 
The conduct of Governor Boggs in taking measures forcibly to drive 

the Mormons from the St!1tc in 1839, greatly exasperatetl them, and 

some of the leaders determined upon his ussassirn1tion. With this view, 

Porter Rockwell, one of their number, came to Indepenl1eucc, the place 

of Governor Boggs' re8idenee, in 1841, and under a false name engaged 

himsdf to grnom a horse for Mr. Ward, where he remained for sev

crnl months reconnoitering the :situation and waiting for nn opportunity 

to 1tceomplish his diabolical purpose. Finally it came. Rockwell, 

ns it was alleged and believed at the time, armed hirnself with a pistol, 

antl stealthily made his way after night to the residence of Govomor 

Boggs in the suhnrbs of the town, and, while the Governor wt1s sitting 

in his family room with his back to a window, fired through it at the 

head of his unsuspecting victim. Fortunately, the bullet did not pen

etrate the skull, and although it inflicted u stunning and dangerous 

wound, it did not prove fatal. 
Circumstances strongly pointing to Rockwell, alias Brown, as the 

would-be assassin, he was arrested on the charge, hut tho grand jury of 

,Tackson County failed to find an indictment against him for this offence,. 

but did indict him on the charge of attempting to break jail while 1111cler 

arrest, and in prison nwaiting the action of the grand jury. Under a 

change of venue to Clay County, he was afterwards tried and ncqt~itted. 

ancl left for Nauvoo, and now lives in one of the Southern Counties of 

Utah. Geo. W. Dunn, of Richmond, then circuit attorney, now circuit 

judge, prosecuted Rockwe11, and Col. A. W. Doniphan defended him. 
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Some years after this event Governor Boggs moved to Napa City, 
California, where he now resides. 

Bv the net of Congress of March 6th, 1820, to authorize the people 
of J\Iissouri Territory to form a Constitution and State Government, it 
was provided that thirty-six sections or one entire township of land 
( 46,080 acres), which should be designated by the President of the 
United States, slrnll be reserved for the use of a seminary of learning, 
and vested in the Legislature of said State to be appropriated solely to 
the use of such seminary by the Legislature. The President hu-ving 
<lesignated the lands mentioned, in conformity to the act of Congress, 
the General Assembly, on December 31st, 1830, passed an act making 
provision for the sale of the seminary lands, after six months' previous 
notice in the several ne1Yspapers published in the State; upon the 
condition, however, that the same should not be sold for a less price than 
two dollars per acre. Lund districts were established, and sales of the 
public and seminary lands were macle at Independence, Palmyra and 
Benton, during the fall of 1831. By an act passed January 17th, 1831, 
80 acres of the seminary lands adjoining Independence, Jackson County, 
were laid off in lots and annexed to said town. And in December, 1832, 
said lots were offered for sale, to the highest bidder; on the condition, 
however, thil;t no lot of one acre or less should be sold for less than 
$10.00, nor any lot of more than one acre, for less than $5.00, per acre. 
Sales of the seminary lauds in the various districts were also made in 
1833, and after May 1st, 1835, by private entry, in the same manner, at 
the same price, and under the same regulations as the United States 
lands were then disposed of, at private sales. The commissioners 
appointed to superintend the sales of the seminary lands were obligated 
by law to pay.into the Stnte Treasury all moneys received by them from 
said sales, the Treasurer to keep the same as a distinct fund for the 
purposes for which said lands were accepted by the State. 

The moneys arising from the sales of seminary lands, and on deposit 
in the State Treasury, having reached, independent of expenses, the 
sum of about $70,000, the Legislature of 1838-9 entered upon the 
responsible duty of providing by law for the location of a State 
University, or seminary of learning, and for its institution, government 
and support. Accordingly, by an act approved February 8th, 1839,1 

five commissioners were appointed to select a site for the State 

1 Introduced by Hon. James S. Rollins, a member of the House from Boone County. 



STATE UNIVERSITY. 253 

University, the said commissioners being Peter H. Burnett of Clay, 

Chancey Durkee of Lewis, Archibald Gamble of St. Louis, John G. 

Bryan of Washington, and J olm S. Phelps of Greene. The act 

provided the site should contain at least fifty acres of land, in a compact 

form, within two miles of the county seat of the county of Cole, 

Cooper, Howard, Boone, Callaway or Saline. 

It was made the duty of the commissioners to meet in the city of 

Jefferson on the first Monday of June, 1839, and thereafter at such times 

as they might appoint at the county seat of each county mentioned, to 

receive conveyances of land and subscriptions of money, to he void if 

the University was not located at the county scat of the county in which 

they were made. 
After visiting all the county seats and receiving bids as aforesaid, the 

commissioners were to return to the seat of government and open the 

bids; "and the place presenting most advantages to be derived to said 

University, keeping in view the amount subscribed and locality ancl 

general advantages, shall be entitled to its location." 

In three of the six counties mentioned, .to-wit, Boone, Callaway and 

Howard, the contest for the location of the University was very spirited 

and exciting. With a view of arousing the people to the importance of 

the subject, frequent public meetings were held in each township, and 

addresses made by the most influential and popular orators. Subscrip

tions of land and money were freely and generally made, and on the 

24th of June, 1839, the commissioners met at Jefferson City, opened all 

the bids, and located the University of Missouri at Coh1mbia, in the 

county of Boone, the bid of said county amounting to $117 ,921, or 

$18, 767 larger than any other county. The following is a copy of the 

award: 

" The commissioners appointed by law to select a site for the State University have 

agreed unanimously in the choice of Boone County for its location. Given under Olll" 

hands at the City of Jefferson this 24th day of June, in the year 1839. 
JOHN GANO BRYAN, CH. DURKEE, 

ARCHIBALD GAMBLE, PETER II. BURNETT, 

JOHN S. PHELPS. 

The corner stone of the University edifice at Columbia was laid on the 

4th of July, 1840, with imposing ceremonies, and an address by Hon. 

James L. Minor, then and now (1877) an honored citizen of Jefferson 

City. 
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For the sake of conciseness and convenience, we give in tabular form 
below a record of the various elections held in the State from 1840 to 
1850: 

Election of 1840-For Governor-
Thomas Reynolds, Democrat ...................................... 29,625 
John B. Clark, Whig .....•..............•... : ...........••.......• 22,212 

Reynolds' Majority over Clark.............................. 7,413 
M. M. Marmaduke elected Lieutenant-Governor. 

Whole number of votes cast ..••....•..•...••...••.••...•.•••..•..• 51,837 
Total population of the State in 1840 ..••.•••••••..••..•••••••.••••• 381,102 
Total population of St. Louis in 1840 .•••••.•••••••.•••••...•...•.•• 16,469 

Election for President, 1840-
Martin Van Buren, Democrat .••.•.....•.•••...•.•.......•....•..• 29,760 
Wm. H Harrison, Whig ........................................... 22,972 

Van Buren's Mujority..... •. . . •. . • . .• • •. . . . . . . •• • . . . . • . . . . . • 6,788 

Election of 1844-For Govemor-
J ohn O. Edwurds, Democrat ...••.......•.•.•..••..••...•.....•...• 36,978 
Ohurles H. Allen, Independant ..•.••.•.....•.•..•..........•...••. 31,357 

Edwards' Majority over Allen..... . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . 5,621 
James Young elected Lieutenunt-Governor. 
Whole number of votes cast.... . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . . • . . . . . . • . . • . • • . . . . . 78,335 

Election for President, 1844-
James K. Polk, Democrat .......•......•••.•.••.••••.•...•........ 41,369 
Henry Olay, Whig ....•..••••...•.......•.••...••••••..••.....•...• 31,251 

Polk's Majority over Olay ................................. .'. 10,118 
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Election of 1848-For Governor-
Austin A. King, Democrat .................. ·••·•··•····· .. · .. · .... 48,921 
James S. Rollins, Whig ........................................... 33,968 

King's Majority over Rollins ................................ 14,953 

'l'homas L. Price, elected Lieutenant-Governor. 
Whole number of votes cast ....................................... 82,889 

Election for President, 1848-
Lewis Cass, De111ocrat ................•. · • · • .. • . · · · • · • ·. · • . . . . • . . • . 40,077 
Zachary 'l'aylor, vVhig ......•....................•...•............. 32,671 

Cass's Majority over 'l'aylor .................................. 7.406 
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The Prec;iclential canvass of 1840, Martin Van Buren of New York 
being the Democmtic, and William Henry Harrison of Ohio the Whig 
~amlidate, excited unexamplecl interest and enthusiasm in every State in 
the Union. Iu the clo::;ely contested States the people seemed to abandon 
all busines::;, and devote their entir~ time and ellcrgies to the pending 
election. Mas::; conventions of unprecedented numbers were held, in 
some instances remaining in session for several <fays, which were addre~sed 
hy di:itinguished speakers whose object seemed to be to influence the 
popular enthusiasm and carry the election by music, banners, proces
sions and stump oratory. Some of the Whig out-door meetings in the 
Ohio Valley numbered a hundred thousand and were addressed by 
General Harrison in person. At these monster assemblages miniature 
log cabins and veritable coons and hard cider were displayed, and cam
paign songs sung, exciting the wildest enthueiasm; so that the contest 
took the name of the" Log Cabin, Coon Skin and Hard Cider Campaign." 

To counteract the influence of these meetings and the party para
phernalia employed to captivate the masses, the friends of Mr. Van Buren 
held their conventions also, aud, invoking the name and influence of 
"Old .Hickory," who ardently supported him for the presidency, adopted 
hickory boughs and the chicken-cock as their party emblems, the former 
gracefully waving and the latter defiantly crowing everywhere. 

The Whigs and Democrats of Missouri caught the prevailing en
thusiasm and conducted the canvass with unusual spirit. Mass con
ventions, accompanied by the splendid pageantry of processions, brilliant 
banners and martial music, to say nothing of political discussions 
unexcelled in fervid eloquence, abounded everywhere. The State was 
wild with excitement, and many and interesting and graphic are the 
scenes which our older citizens are able to recall of the campaign of 
1840. 
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The most memorable, because the largest and most elaborately 
prepared convention of the contest in Missouri, was the 1-Yhig conven
tion, held at Rocheport, in Boone County, in June of that year. Its 
place of meeting was on the hill east of the town, in a dense grove of 
sugar trees, where three speakers' stands were erected, and where for 
three days and nights the friends of "Tippecanoe and Tyler too" held 
high carnival, and bid defiance to the absent hosts of Van Buren and 
Johnson. DLiring its session, the assembled thousands were addressed 
by Chilton Allen of Kentucky, Fletcher ·Webster (a son of Daniel 
vVebster), General A. ·w. Doniphan, James H. Birch, Abiel Leonard,. 
James S. Rollins, Colonel John O'Fallon, James Winston, George C. 
Bingham and others. 

Nevertheless, the Democrats-us usual-curried the State, electing 
Thomas Reynolds Governor over John B. Clark, and the Van Buren 
over the Harrison Electors, by about 7,500 majority. John Miller and 
John C. Edwards were also elected to Congress over E. M. Samuel and 
George C. Sibley. 

The :nth General Assembly met November 16th, 1840, and organized 
by electing Sterling Price Speaker of the House, by a majority of 14. 

The xnth General Assembly met in November, 1842, M. l\L Marm
aduke, Lieutenant-Governor, being President of the Senate, and Hampton 
L. Boone, Secretary. Sterling Price was re-elected Speaker. Lewis 
F. Linn was re-elected to the United States Senate, but did not long 
survive the election, for on October 3d, 1843, he died suddenly at 
his residence in Ste. Genevieve, aged 48 years. Governor Reynolds 
appointed David R. Atchison to fill his place. 

In Februnry, 1844, the State was startled by the intelligence that on 
Friday morning the 9th of that month, in his office in the Executive 
Mansion in Jefferson City, Governor Reynolds committed suicide by 
shooting himself through the head with. a rifle. After breakfasting with 
his family as usual, except that for the first time in his life he asked a 
blessing at table, he went into his office in the northern wing of the 
Mansion, locked the door and closed the shutter, where he was discovered 
a few miuutes afterwards, by one of the servants, lying on the floor dead 
and weltering in his own blood. A rifle, with a string tied to the trigger~ 
was lying beside hirn, with the encl of the string clenched in his right 
hand. The ball entered his forehead between the eyes, and he died almos1; 
inst:mtly. For several months he had been in very poor health, but was 
much better within the previous week, yet his illness and domestic 
troubles had affected his mind to a considerable extent and seated a 
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deep melancholy upon him. The following note, addressed to Colonel 

W. G. Minor, in the Governor's own handwriting, was found on his table 

sealed with a wafer : 

" In every situation in which I have been placed, I have labored to discharge my duty 

faithfully to the public, :But this has not protected me for the last twelve months from 

the slanders and abuse of my enemies, which bas rendered my life a burden to me. I 

pray God to forgive them and teach them more charity. 
"My will is in the hands of Jas. L. Minor, Esq. Farewell. 

" February 9, 1844. TH. REY.NOLDS." 

Governor Reynolds was a native of Kentucky, and previous to his 

removal to Fayette, Howard County, in 1828, resided in Illinois, where 

he was elevated to the Supreme bench. In Missouri he was succesllively 

a member of the Legislature, Speuker of the House, Circuit Judge and 

Governor, which offices he filled with murked ability, for he was a man 

of fur more than ordinary talents. 

A most remarkable and disastrous rise in the Missouri, Mississippi 

and Illinois Rivers occurred in 1844. .A.bout the 8th or 10th of Juner 

the river commenced to rise rapidly at St. Louis, while intelligence was 

received of the rising of the Illinois and Missouri rivers. The levee was 

soon covered, and by the 16th the curbstones of Front street were under 

water, and the danger to property and business became quite alarming. 

At :first it was regarded as merely the usual "June rise," but the continned 

expansion of the flood soon convinced the inhabitants of its unprecedented 

and alarming character. Illinoistown and Brooklyn (now known as 

East St. Louis) were nearly submerged, the occupants of the houses 

being driven to the upper stories. The .American Bottom was a turbid 

sea. The town of Naples, Illinois, was inundated, boats plying in the 

streets ; and from all places on the rivers came intelligence of heavy 

losses of stock and property, and the surface of the Mississippi was 

nearly covered with immense masses of drift, trees aud other substances 

torn from the shores. 
All the lowlands along the Missouri River were overflowed and many 

farms were ruined. Houses, barns and fences were swept away, and in 

many instances human lives were lost. In others, human beings clung 

to :floating dwellings or immense piles of drift-wood, and some of them 

were rescued by passing boats or by aid improvised specially to save 

them. The front streets of many of the towns were completely 

aubmerged. As reports reached St. Louis that the inhabitants of the 

17 
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towns and villages, and other p1aces on the rivers, were in danger, active 
measures were taken for their relief. Captain Saltmarsh, of the steamer 
Monona, particularly distinguished himself by offering the use of his 
boat gratis. Between four and five hundred persons in St. Louis and 
vicinity were driven from their homes, and great distress prevailed. To 
procure means to alleviate this, a meeting of citizens was held in front 
of the Court-House, and several committees appointed to obtain sub
scriptions, and quite a large amount was collected. The river reached 
its greatest height in St. Louis on the 24th of June, when it >vas seven 
feet seven inches above the city directrix. A few days before this, the 
glad intelligence was received tlrnt the Upper Missouri and Illinois were 
falling, but the effect was not immediately evident in St. Louis, and the 
wnter did not reach the city directrix in its abatement until the 14th of 
July. The rise of 1844 obtained a greater elevation than any previous 
similar event. The great flood of 17 85, known us L' an nee des Gr·andes 
Eaux, was surpassed, as were also the floods of 1811and1826. 

At the August election of 1845, sixty-six members were chosen by 
the people to a convention to remodel the Constitution. Representati-on 
under the old Constitution, which allowed each county at least one 
representative, and limited the whole number to one hundred members 
in the lower branch of the General Assembly, had become very unequal. 
Chiefly to remedy this irregularity, but at the same time for other 
purposes, the convention was called. 

It convened at Jefferson City, on November 17th, 1845, and organized 
by the election of Robert vV. Wells as President; Claiborne F. Jackson, 
Vice-President; and R. vYalker, Secretary. The following is a list of 
members of the Covention: 

1st District.-Edwin D. Bevitt and John D. Coalter. 
2d.-Ezra Hunt and James O. Broadhead. 
3d.--Joshua Gentry and Thomas J,. Anderson. 
4th.--Jarnes S. Green and James L. Jones. 
5th.--John C. Griffin and Moses H. Simonds. 
6th.--Joseph B. Nickel and ,James 1I. Fulkeri;on. 
7th.--Jonathan 1f. Bassett and Robert M. Stewart. 
Sth.--John E. Pitt, Daniel Branstetter, Thompson Ward, and Roland Brown. 
9th,-William Y. Slack and Hiram Wilcoxson. 
lOth.-Claiborne F. Jackson and Lisbon Applegate. 
11 th.-Hancock Jackson and Elias Kincheloe. 
12th.-David M. Hickman and JohnF. Stone. 
13th.-Benjamin Young and A. O. Forshey. 
14.th.-Robert W. Wells and James W. Morrow. 
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15th.-Charles Jones and Joseph B. Wells. 
16th.-James Farquhar, Philip Pipkin, William B. Pannell, and William M. Davis. 
17th.-'.l.'homas M. Horine and Corbin Alexander. 
18th.-David Porter and Franklin Cannon. 
19th.-Abraham Hunter and Robert Gib bony. 
20th.-John Buford and Theodore F. Tong. 
2lst,-Thomas B. Neaves and Burton A. James. 
22d.-vVilliam C, Jones and Benja.min F. Massey. 
23d.-Robert E. Acock and Samuel H. Bunch. 
24th.-John McHemy and Aaron Finch. 
25th.-Duke W. Simpson, .Nathaniel C. Mitchell, Thompson M. Ewing, and Samuel 

H. Woodson. · 
26th.-M. M. Marmaduke and William Shields. 
27th.-F. W. G. Thomas and Charles M. Brooking. 
28th.-William M. Campbell, Frederic Hyatt, '.I.'rusten Polk, Miron Leslie, Joseph 

Foster and Uriel Wright. 

The convention, as will be readily seen by the above, was composed 

of some of the most able and distinguished men of the State. 
It continued in session from November 17th, 1845, to J'ammry 14th, 

1846, during which time the whole organic law wns reviewed and in 

many material respects r~modeled. The convention nclopted-uyes 49, 

nays 13-a new constitution, and submitted it to the people for their 

ratification or rejection. Dming the canvass it was very generally dis

cussed by the newspaper8 and candidates; and :finally, ut the August 
election, rejected by about 9,000 majority, the whole number of votes 

cast being about 60,000. 

The annexation of Texas was the alleged cause of the declaration of 

war by Mexico ngainst the United States in April 1846 ; but the more 
immediate cause of it was the occupation by the American army of the 

disputed territory lying between the rivers Nueces and Rio Grande. 
The declaration of war by Mexico was soon followed by a counter

declnration by the American Congress, that "a state of war exists between 

Mexico and the United Stntes." Soon after this counter-declaration, the 

Mexicans crossed the Rio Grande in strong force, headed by their famous 

Generals Arista and Ampudia, and onthe 8th and 9th of May, at Palo Alto 
and Resaca de la Palma, were met and repulsed with great slaughter by 

General Taylor, of the "Army of Occupation." This fact created great 

excitement in St. Louis and the surrounding country. Volunteers 
flocked to the ,,tandard of the United States, and the "St. Louis Legion," 

a military organization under command of Colonel A. R. Easton, quickly 

prepared for the field of action. In the meiintime supplies were being 

raised for them by liberal subscriptions all over the city. At a public 
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meeting, Colonel J. B. Brant s'Ubscribed $1,000, and James H. Lucas,. 
Bryan Mullanphy, Benjamin Stickney and many others made generous 
additions to the amount already donated. In a few days the "Legion, .. 
depat'ted for the seat of war, under the command of Colonel Easton •. 
Pl'ior, however, to the final farewells, they received a grand public 
ovation, which clearly demonstrated the deep interest of all the citizens 
in their welfare. 

About the middle of May, 1846, Governor Edwards of Missouri called 
for volunteers to join the "Army of the vVest,''-an expedition to Santa 
Fe-under command of General Stephen W. Kearney. Corps of 
mounted volunteers were speecli1y organized, and early in June bcgnn t 0 . 
arrive at Fort Lettvenworth, the appointed rendezvous. By the 18th of 
the month, the full complement of companies to compose the first reg
iment having arrived from the counties of Jackson, Lafayette, Clay,. 
Saline, Franklin, Cole, Howard and Callaway, nn election was held, which 
resulted in the choice of A1exander W. Doni,phan, Colonel; C. F. Ruff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel; and vVilliam Gi1pin, Majol'. 

The battalion of light artillery from St. Louis was commanded by 
Captains R. A. Weightman and A. vV. Fischer, with 1\fojor M. L. Clark 
as its field officer; battalions of infantry from Platte and Cole Counties 
commanded by Captains Murphy and vV. Z. Augney, respectively; 
"Laclede Rangers," from St. Louis, Captain Thomas B. I-Inchon-in all~ 
1,658 men, 16 pieces of ordnance ( 12 six-pounders and 4 twelve-pound 
howitzers), under the command of General Kearney. We cannot follow 
this command through the great solitudes betwecnFort Leavenworth and 
Santa Fe, which place it reached on August l8t:1; nor in its heroic and 
successful descent upon Chihuahua under the command of Colonel Doni
phan,-General Kearney having left for the Pacific coast. Suffice to sny 
that the battles of Brazito and Sacramento will ever be remembered in 
history for the valor displayed by the "Army of the West" from Mis
souri. 

The battle of Brazito, or "Little Arm" of the Rio Del Norte~ 
December 25th, 1846, on a level prairie bordering on that stream, was 
very disastrous to the Mexicans. Colonel Doniphan commanded the 
Missouri troops in person, numbering only about 800 men. The 
Mexicans, under General Ponce de Leon, mustered, cavalry and artillery, 
l, 100 strong. The Mexicans were defeated with a loss of 61 killed
among whom was their General-:five prisoners, and 150 wounded. The 
Americans had eight wounded, none killed. Two days after the battle 
of Brazito, that is, on Sunday, December 27th, 1846, the United States 
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forces under command of Colonel Doniphan took possession of the city 
of El Paso, in the department of Chihuahua. 

On the 28th of February, 1847, Colonel Doniphan, with 924 men 
.and ten pieces of artillery, fought and vanquished in the pass of the 
Sacramento, 4,000 Mexicans under Major-General Jose A. Heredia, 
aided by General Garcia Conde, former Minister of War in Mexico. 
The battle lasted more than three hours, resulting in a Mexican loss of 
-004 men killed on the :field, 40 prisoners, (among whom was Brigadier
Genernl Cuilta,) and about 500 wounded. Also, 10 pieces of artillery, 
:$6,000 in specie, 50,000 head of sheep, 1,500 head of cattle, 100 mules, 
20 wagons, etc. The American loss was one killed-Major Samuel C. 
Owens of Independence-and 11 wounded; among the latter, severely, 
J. S. Fleming, of Columbia. 

Colonel Doniphan did not, like Hannibal after the battle of Cannre, loiter 
-0n the plains of Italy, when he might _have entered Rome in triumph, 
but immediately followed. up his success. Therefore, early on the 
next morning, (March 1st, 1847,) he dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. D. Mitchell with 150 ruen, under Captains Reid and Weightman, and 
a section of artillery, to take formal possession of the city of Chihuahua, 
the capital, and occupy it in the name of the Government. On the 
approach of this force the Mexicans fled from the city, leaving it 
undefended, and Colonel Mitchell entered it without the slightest 
resistance. On the morning of the next clay, Colonel Doniphan, with 
all his military trains, the merchant caravan, and colors gaily glittering 
in the breeze, triumphantly entered the city to the tune of "Yankee 
Doodle" and" Hail Columbia," and fired in the publio square a national 
salute of 28 guns.1 

Early in the summer of 1846, Hon. Sterling Price, a member of Con
gress from Missouri, resigned, and was designated by President Polk to 
command another regiment of Volunteers from Missouri, to reinforce the 
"Army of the West." This force consisted of a full mounted regiment, 
Qne mounted extra battalion, and one extra bt\ttalion of Mormon infantry. 
The complement of men was soon raised, consisting of companies from 
the counties of Boone, 2 Benton, Carroll, Uhariton, Linn, Livingston, 

1 "Doniphan's Expedition,'' by John T. Hughes, p. 316. 
2The number of troops ordered from Boone County, was seventy-four. Eighty-three, 

however, were raised. A few of the volunteers from Boone had previously gone with 
Doniphan's expedition, under Captain Rogers, from Callaway. The following are the 
names of the officers of t}le Boone company: Captain, Samuel H. McMillin; First Lieu
tenant, William B. Royall; Second Lieutenant, Robert B. Todd; 'l'.hird Lieutenant, George 
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Monroe, Randolph, Ste. Genevieve and St. Louis; and about the first 
of August rendezvoused at Fort Leavenworth. Notwithstanding the 
President had named Sterling Price as a suitable commander of this (the 
2d) regiment, many of the volunteers thought, if he commanded at all, 
it ought to be by virtue of their free suffrages, choosing him as Colonel. 
An election was accordingly held. Sterling Price was elected Colonel, 
and D. D. :;\litehell, Lieutenant-Colonel. 

With this foree, Colonel Price took up the line of march for Santa Fe, 
over the same route pursued by Kearney and Doniphan, and on Septem
ber 28th, three days after General Kearney's departure for California, 
arrived in very feeble health. 

On January 24, 1847, Colonel Price encountered the enemy at Canada, 
numbering about 2,000 men, under Generals Tofoya, Chavez and 
Montaya, and repulsed them with a slight loss on both sides. The 
Mexicans retreated toward Taos, their stronghold. He again encountered 
them at El Embudo on the 29th, totally routing them. On February 
3d, he found the Mexicans and Indians strongly fortified at Taos, and 
on the following day engaged them with shot and shell, the battle 
raging from early morning until night, when the Mexicans struck their 
colors. The total loss of the enemy in the three engagements is 
estimated at 282 killed. Price's loss, 15 killed and 4 7 wounded
among the former Captain Burgwin, of the dragoons, a gallant officer, 
whose remains wern afterwards exhumed and interred at Fort Leaven
worth, September 22d, 184 7. 

In August, 184 7, Governor Ed wards made another req 11isition for one 
thousand men, to consist cf infantry, to be ready to march close in the 
rear of Colonel Price's command. It was raised in an incre<lib ly short 
time, and chose Major John Dougherty, of Clay, for Colonel; hut before 
the receipt of nrnrchiug orders, the President coLrntermancled the order 
under which the force was mustered. 

E. Lackland. The company left Columbia on July 20th, 1846. On the day of their 
departure they were presented with an elegant :flag by the ladies of Boone County, the 
presentation adclreRs being made by Colonel Samuel A. Young, and responded to by 
Lieutenant Robert B. Todd, in the presence of a large concourse of citizens. 

Returning from the war, C~iptain 1fc:rrlillin's company arrived in Columbia on Septem
ber 22cl, 184i, having been absent about fourteen months. 'l'hey were appropriately and 
enthusiastically received. On October 9th, 1847, a public dinner was given thern, when 
a procession was formed and a display of military made, and an address of welcome 
delivered by Dr. ,Tohn J. Atkinson, which was replied to by Mr. James P. Fleming, 
one of the volunteers. 

W. B. Royall, Second Lieutenant, has been in the U.S. Army ever since, and is now 
Lieutenant-Colonel of the 3d Cavah"y, U. S. A. 
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"Campbell's Gazetteer of Missouri,'' in its article on Rans County, 

(p. 464) says that a cornpitny of mounted volunteers was raised in Ralls, 

by authority of Governor Edwards, to serve during the Mexican War. 

It was commanded by Captain vVm. T. Lafland, mustered into the Unikel 

States service at Independence, Missouri, about May, 184 7, and served 

during the entire war. They operated as far into the Mexican States as 

El Paso, Chihuahua, and Santa Cruz De Rosales, at which latter place, 

March 16th, 1848, this and six other companies of the 3rd regiment of 

Missouri Mounted Volunteers, Co Ion cl .John Ralls 1 commanding, and 

two companies ot United States Dragoons under the command of Major 

Beal, also the Santa Fe Battalion under the command of Mnjor Walker, 

constituting a force of about six hundred men, fought a battle with the 

Mexicans under Genera.I Freas, who were in the town and sheltered by 

brenstworks. The engagement lasted from uiue o'clock A. M. until ahout, 

sundown, when the place wn,s charged, and the Mex:icm1s defeated with a 

loss of three hundred and thirty killed, many wounded, and a large 

quantity of arms nnd ammunition, wagons, teams, etc. The United 

States troops and volunteers then occupied the town, the Mexicans having 

surrendered a }(Lrge number of prisoners, who were released the next 

day on parole. 
In a few days after this battle, ull ~1e American forces returned to. 

Chihuahua, where they remained until the close of the W(Lr, except seven 

companies of the 3d Regiment, who were stationed at Santa Cruz de

Rosales, and occupied that post until the end of the war. In ,July, 1848, 

these companies were ordered to Independence, Missouri, and mu1;tered 

out in Oetober, 1848. The other three compm1ies of that regiment were 

statio11e(1 at Taos, in New Mexico, during their term, and never joined 

their regiment until they were mustered out with it at Independence, 

l\1issouri. These three companies had been under the command of M(Ljor 

Reynolds, who died on his retum, in Octol)er, 1848, at Fort Mann, below 

the crossing of the Arkansn,s River. 

May, 1849, will long be remembered as the month of the great fire 

in the city of St. Louis. On the evening of the 19th of that month, a· 

fire broke out on the steamer "White Cloud,'' lying on the wharf 

between Vine and Cherry streets, and set at defiance every effort to 

arrest its progress. The flames very soon communicated to four other 

1 Son of Daniel Ralls, by whose vote on his death-bed, in the Legislature of 1820, 

Colonel Benton was :first elected to the United States Senate. See page 168. 
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boats lying contiguous. By the action of the fire, the "White Cloud" 
became loosened from her fastenings, and drifted out into the stream 
and among the other steamers in port. In a short time the spectacle 
presented itself of twenty-three boats on fire. The immense conflagra
tion was a mile in length. The levee being covered with combustible 
materiuls- bales, barrels, boxes, etc.,-the fire reached the city and 
whole blocks were swept away. The area of the burnt district will be 
understood by the statement that Front street, from Locust to l\Iurk:ct, 
was entirely destroyed, with the exception of two or three houses on 
Commercial street. Between Commercial and the levee, there was not 
one left. In this immense contlagration there were twenty-three steam
boats, three barges and one canal boat destroyed, whose total value 
with their cargoes wus estimated at $439,000. The whole value of 
property destroyed amounted to over $3,000,000. 

The xvrth General Assembly, which convened at the capitol Decem
ber 25, 1848,-Thomas L. Price, President of the Senate, Alexander M. 
Robinson, 8peaker of the House-made a record which will not soon be 
forgotten. Not that there was anything unusual in the iuternal improve
ment, bank, educational, revenue or taxing policy it adopted, but that it 
was distinguished, and will only be remembered, for breaking up the 
great deep of public feeling in the State by the passage of the "Jackson 

·Resolutions," a proceeding which professed to have been inspired by the 
introduction of the famous 'Wilmot-Anti-Slavery Proviso into the pre
ceding Congress. 

As the passage of these Resolutions occasioned a serious breach in the 
dominant political party in the State, and gave rise to the most exciting 
and acrimonious public discussions up to that time known in its history, 
it is proper the record should be preserved in this enduring form. 

"The 1Vilmot Proviso,'' so called because introduced illto the previous 
Congress by Hon. David vVilmot, a member of the House from Pennsyl
vania, interdicted the introduction of slavery into the recently-acquired 
territories. The Proviso revived with much violence, in Congrc::;s aud 
out of Congre::;s, the slavery agitation. The people of the Southern 
States were much alarmed for the security of their "peculiar institution,'' 
and felt the keenest apprehensions that by the future admission of uew 
States, devoted forever to free soil, they would lose their dominance in 
the National Legisluture, and thus become an easy prey to the designs 
of the Abolitionists. It was quite natural that a large portion of the 
people of Missouri, without regard to political party distinctions, should 
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share these convictions with varying degrees of iutensity. Some, it is 
true, were so wedded to the institution of slavery that rather than 
abandon it in Missouri, even through the process of gradual emancipation, 
or submit to an itet of Congress prohibiting it in the territories, they 
seemed willing to abandon, and even to adopt measures to disrupt, the 
National Union itself. . 

The agitation of the vexed question in the xv1th General Assembly 
was inaugurated by the introduction, January 1, 1849, by Carty Wells, 
a Democratic Senator from Marion, of a series of resolutions, seven in 
number, on the subject of the power of Congress over slavery in the 
territories, the nature and object of the Federal Government, and the 
Wilmot Proviso ; which· was referred to the Senate Committee on Federal 
Relations. 

On January 1!5th, Claiborne F. Jackson, Senator from Howard, 
reported from this committee to the Seuate the following, being a modi
fication of the series introduced by Mr. Wells, namely: 

RESOLUTIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF SLAVERY. 

"Resolved, by the General .Assembly of tl!e State of .Missouri: That the Federal Constitution 
was the result of a compromise between the conflicting interests of the States which 
formed it, and in no part of that instrument is to be found any delegation of power to 
Congress to legislate on the subject of Slavery, excepting some special provisions, having 
in view the prospective abolition of the African slave trade, made for the securing the 
recovery of fugitive slaves; any attempt, therefore, on the part of Congress to legislate 
-0n the subject, so as to affect the institution of shivery in the States, in the District of 
Columbia, or in the 'l'erritories, is, to say the least, a violation of the principles upon 
which that instrument was founded. 

2. '!'hat the Territories, acquired by the blood and treasure of the whole nation, 
ought to be governed for the common benefit of the people of all the States, and any 
organization of the Territorial governments, excluding the citizens of any part of the 
Union from removing to such Territories with their property, would be an exercise of 
power, by Congress, inconsistent with the spirit upon which our federal compact was 
based, insulting to the sovereignty and dignity of the States thus affected, calculated to 
alienate one portion of the Union from another, and tending ultimately to disunion. 

3. That this General Assembly regard the condunt of the Northern States on the 
subject of Slavery as releasing the slave-holding States from all further adherence to 
the basis of compromise fixed on by the act of Congress of March 6th, 1820; even if such 
act ever"did impose any obligation upon the slave-holding States, and authorizes them 
to insist upon their rights under the Constitution; but for the sake of harmony and for 
the preservation of our Federal Union, they will still sanction the application of the 
,principles of the Missouri Compromise to the i:ecent territorial acquisitions, if by such 
concession future 0;ggressions upon the equal rights of the States n1ay be al.Tested and 
the spirit of anti-slavery fanaticism be extinguished. 

4. '£he right to prohibit slavery in any Territory, belongs exclusively to the people 
thereof, and can only be exercised by them in forming their Constitution for a State 
Government, or in their sovereign capacity as an independent State. 
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5. That in the event of the passage of any act of Congress conflicting with the prin
ciples herein expressed, Missouri will be found in hearty co-operation with the slave,. 
holding States, in such measures as may be deemed necessary for our mutual protection 
against the encroachments of Northern fanaticism. 

El. 'rhat our Senators in Congress be instructed and our Representatives be requested 
to act in conformity to the foregoing resolutions." 

On the 26th of January, the resolutions were taken up in the Senate, 
severally read, and acted upon separately. Resolutl.on No. 1 was passed: 
yeas 24, nays 6; the nays being, John H. Bean of Mncon, ""William 
M. Campbell of St. Charles, Miron Leslie and Alton Long of 
St. Louis, Preston B. Reed of Callaway, and James S. Rollins of 
Boone. No. 2 was passed-yeas 25, nays 5, Mr. Bean changing his vote 
to aye. No. 3 was passed-yeas 23, nays 7, Mr. ,Tames M. Gatewood 
of Henry, voting with nays as on No. 1. No. 4 was passed-yeas 23, 
nays ti; the nays being the same as on No. 1. Nos. 5 and 6: the vote 
same as on No. 4, as follows :1 

.Ayes-1Iessrs. Abernathy, Burns, Chiles, Edwards, Ellison, Flournoy, Hancock, 
Hudspeth, Jackson, Jones of Cooper, Jones of Franklin, Jones of Newton, Nickel, 
Norris, Owens, Polk, Price, Priest, Stewart, Wells, Williams, Woolfolk and Wyatt-23. 

Noes-Messrs. Bean, Campbell, Leslie. Long, Reed and Rollins-6. 
Absent-Messrs, Gatewood and vVhite-2. 
Absent on Leave-Messrs. Blll'tis and Lowe-2. 

The rPsolutions having passed the Senate were reported to the House 
for its coneurrence, and referred to the Committee on Federal Relations. 
On the 26th of Februar.Y, George C. Bingham,2 from a majority of said 
committee, namely : George C. Bingham of Saline, Isaac N. Jones of 
Andrew, Henry M. ""Woodyard of Lewis, and H.B. Duncan of Mercer, 
reported a substitute for the Senate resolutions, in which there was a 
reiteration of the patriotic sentiments of ""Washington as to the sacredness 
of the duty to cherish an immovable attachment to the National Union; 
to watch for its preservation with jealous anxiety, to discountenance even 
the suggestion that it could in any event be abtmdoned, and indignantly 
to frown upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion 
of the country from the rest. The resolutions conceded ·the Constitu
tional authority of Congress to inhibit slavery in the Territories, but 
believed that in excercising such power they should have a due r<>gard t<> 
the rights and interests of every section of the Union, and should be 

i (See Senate Journal, 1848-9, pp. 175, 176.) 
2 Well known as the distinguished 1Iissouri artist, and Adjutant-General during Gover

nor Hardin's administration. 
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governed by the same wise and patriotic spirit of compromise which 

actuated the framers of the Constitution. They denied the power of 

Congress to enact laws affecting the institution of slavery as it exists in 

any of the States of the Union, and denounced all attempts by persons, 

factions or parties, to interfere with the internal policy or institutions of 
any of the States of which they are not citizens, as unwarrantable 

intermeddling with matters over which they had no legitimate control. 

Benjamin F. Robinson of Polk, from a minority of the same com

mittee, made a report recommending the adoption of the Senate 

(Jackson) resolutions. 
On March 5.th, the House proceeded to consider the reports from the 

committee, whereupon Mr. Jones of Andrew offered, as a substitute 

for the Senate resolutions, those reported by Mr. Binghmn from a 

majority of the comniittee. Rejected-ayes, 62, nays, 20; the nays 

being Messrs. W. H. Bailey of Callaway, D. W. Baker of Montgomery, 

George C. Bingham of Saline, Thomas E. Birch of Clinton, ,Joseph 

.Bogy of St. Francois, J. P. Campbell of Lafayette, M. •S. Cerre of 
St. Louis, H. B. Duncan of Mercer, John Vv. Fitzhugh of Henry, 

I. N. Jones of Andrew, Robert H. Jordan of Cedar, William Newland 

of Ralls, David E. Perryman of Washington, John C. Price of Dade, 

Walter Robinson of Monroe, S. T. Rhodes of Marion, Thomas G. 

Sweatnam of Clay, Wm. F .. Switzler of Boone, Benjamin Thompkins of 

Cooper, H. M. Woodyard of Lewis-20, all Whigs except Mr. Jones. 
Various other substitutes were offerec.l aml rejected. 

On the next day (March 6th) a; vote was taken on the adoption of the 

Senate resolutions, each separately. No. 1 was adopted:--ayes 59,. 

nays 25. No. 2 _:_ 63 to 21. No. 3-57 to 27. No. 4-62 to 20. 

No. 5-53 to 29. No. 6-52 to 27. Messrs. Bailey, Bttker, Birch, 
Bogy, Ce1Te, Duncan, C.H. Gregory of Osage, I. N. Jones of Andrew~ 

R. W. McNeil of Bates, Newland, P. T. Oliver of Randolph, Perryman,. 

Rhodes, Sweatnam, Switzler, Thompkins and Woodyard voted against 

all the resolutions from first to last. Messrs. Gregory and Jones, 

Democrats; the balance Whigs. Mr. Bingham voted against the 1st, 2d,. 

3d and 4th resolutions, and was absent when the vote was taken on the· 

5th and 6th. Messrs. Orson Bartlett of Stoddard and J. C. Price of 

Dade, voted for the 2d and against the balnnce. Messrs. Campbell and . 

Fitzhugh voted for the 4th and against the balance. ·Mr. Isaac N. Lewis 

of Clark voted against the 1st, for the 2d and 3d, was absent when the

vote was taken 011 the 4th, and voted against the 6th. Mr. G. W. Poage 

of Daviess was absent when the vote was taken on the 4th, and votell 
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.against the balance. Messrs. T. F. Risk of St. Louis (Democrat ) , Edwin French of Schuyler and James Walker of New Madrid (Whigs), voted for the 1st, 2d and 4th, and against the 3d, 5th and 6th. Mr. Robinson of Monroe voted for the 2d and 4th, and against the rest. Messrs. Charles Simms of Van Buren (now Cass) and A. B. Tinsley .-of Audrain (Democrats), voted for the 1st, 2d, 3d and 4th, against the 5th, and were absent when the vote was taken on the 6th. Messrs. T. Bass of Taney, John Bretz of Buchanan, William T. Cole of :Moro-an Jnmes C. Goode of Adair, M. C. Hawkins of Camden, <::: ' C. B. Hinton of Franklin, Robert IL Jordan of Cedar, T. J. Kirk -of Livingston, Samuel Melugin of Jasper, Joseph Sale of St. Louis, G. A. Shortridge of Macon, R. B. Taylor of Lawrence and W. L. Walton of Gasconade (Democrats), and Simeon Connelly of Knox, .• fames Livingston of Grundy, and J. B. Greer of Johnson (Whigs ) , were absent 011 an the ballotings. 
On the final adoption of the resolutions as a whole, the vote stoodayes 53, nays 27, as follows: 1 

Ans-Messrs. Aull, Ballou, Bowles, Brockman, Caruthers, Chilton, Clardy, Cock, Compton, Crenshaw, Darnes, Dyer, Edmonston, Enloe, Ewing, Foster, Fristoe, Frost, Gibson, G»inn, Halbert, Harbin, Harris, Henderson of Pike, Henderson of Pulas1.'i, Henson, Heyer, Hicks, Higgins, Horner, Howell, Johnson, Mc.A.fee, Miller, Morelock, Montgomery, Neaves, Richardson, Roberts, Robinson of Polk, Sayers, Shelby, Smith of DeKalb, Smith of Howard, Smith of Jackson, Thompson, Vanderpool, Walton of St. J,ouis, Welsh, Wilkerson, Wommack, ·woodward, and Mr. Speaker Robinson of Platte-53. 
NoEs-Messrs. Bailey, Baker, Bartlett, Birch, Bogy, Campbell, Oerre, Duncan, Fitzhugh, Gregory, Jones, Lewis, Newland, Oliver, Perryman, Poage, Price, Risk, Robinson of Monroe, Rhodes, Simms, Sweatnam, Switzler, 1'insley, Tompkins, Walker, cand W oodyard-27. 
Absent-Messrs. Bingham, French, Jordan, McNeil, Melugin, Sale, and Saunders-7. Sick-Messrs. Bass, Cole, Hinton, Kirk, Shortridge, and 1'aylor-6 . 

.All the nays were Whigs, except Messrs. Gregory, Jones, Risk, and Tins1ey. Among the ayes may be mentioned the following gentlemen, who have attained distinction in the State: E. B. Ewing of Ray, John B. Henderson of Pike, Alexander M. Robinson of Platte, Reuben Shelby of Perry, nnd others. Mr. Ewing died a few years ago a much€Steemed citizen and Judge of the Supreme Court. Mr. Henderson was .a prominent Union man during our civil war, and United States Senator -0f distinguished abilities. Mr. Robinson was Speaker of the House at 

1 See House Journal, 1848-9, p. 283. 
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the time the resolutions were adopted, and Mr. Shelby attained that 

distinction afterwards. 
So persistent and uncompromising was the opposition of the minority 

to the resolutions, that they resisted a supplementary one introduced by 

Mr. Ewing of Ray, instructing the Secretary of State to transmit copies 

of them to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congreo>s and to 

the Executive of each of the several States, with the request that the 

same be laid before their respective Legislatures. This resolution was 

adopted-ayes 59, nays 20. 
The discussion in the Legislature and in the public IJrints which pre

ceded the passage of these resolutions, and which immediately followed 

among the people of the State, occasioned very great excitement, 

threatening not only the accustomed repose and fellowship of the people, 

but the disrnption of political parties. 

The popular ferment was much increased by the subsequent. course of 

Colonel Benton. He opposed the resolutions, appealed from the Legis

lature to the people, and on the 26th of May, 1849, in the hall of the 

House at Jefferson City, opened a canvass against them which set the 

State ablaze. He maintained that the spirit of nullification and disunion, 

of insubordination to law, and of trea.son, lurked in the Jackson Resolu

tions, especially in the fifth; that they were a mere copy of the Calhoun 

Resolutions offered in the United States Senate February 19th, 1847, 

am1 denounced by him nt the time as fire brands and intended for disunion 

and electioneering purposes. He could see no difference between them 

but in the time contemplated for dissolving the Union, Mr. Calhoun's 

tending "directly'' and the Jackson-Missouri Resolutions "ultimately" 

to that point. He maintained they were in conflict with the Missouri 

Compromise of 1820, and with the resolutions passed by the Missouri 

Legislature Fe hruary 15th, 184 7, wherein it was declared that "the 

peace, permanency and welfare of our Nationnl Union depend upon a 

strict adherence to the letter ancl spirit" of that compromise ; also 

instructing our Senators and Hepresentati ves in Congress ou all questions 

which may come before them in relation to the organization of new 

Territories or States, to vote in accordance with its provisions. He 

denounced them as entertaining the covert purpqse of ultimately dis

rupting the National Union, and of misleading the people of Missouri 

into co-operation with the slave holding States for that purpose. 

In prosecuting his appeal from the Legislature to the people, 

Colonel Benton made an extensive canvass during the spring and summer 

in 1849, during which he delivered some of the ablest and most exhaust-
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ive speeches of his long public 1ife; ancl if they were at times embittered. 
by personal invective and denunciation, it will not now be denied by his 
most inveterate enemies, or the opponents of his views, that they were 
relieved by an ardent patriotism and a far-reaching statesmanship. 

It is not to be inferred, however, that Col. Benton prosecuted this 
canvass, able and distinguished as he was, without stroug opposition and 
resistance, for all over the State there were gentlemen of great ability 
and in:fl.uence who controverted his positions and denounced his course. 
Among the most distinguished and talented of his opponents, gentlemen. 
who ably addressed the people in various ·places in condemnation of his 
views of public duty and policy, and of his refusal to obey the instructions 
of the Legislature, we may mention James S. Green, David R. Atchison, 
James H. Birch, Louis V. Bogy, John B. Clark, Sr., Tniston Polk, 
Claiborne F. Jackson, Robert M. Stewart, Carty Wells, Robert E. 
Acock, William Claude Jones, and others-men whom it must be 
admitted had a strong hold up0n the public confidence and wielded im
mense power in the State. 

The next chapter will more definitely disclose the progress of the 
campaign-for it extended into the nel..'i; decaqe-aud the results of it. 



CHAPTER L""\:.III. 

FROM 1850 TO 1860.-GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION RETURNS FOR 1852, 1856, AND 1857.-THE 

XVITH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.-ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATOR.-COLONEL BENTON 

BEATEN FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR BY HENRY S. GEYEit, A W.!!IG.-EXPLOSIONS OF 

THE STEAMERS '"GLENCOE" AND '•SALUDA." - MEETING OF 'THE XVIITH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY IN EX'rRA SESSION.--WAR. OF THE FACTIONS OVEH THE SPEAKERSHIP.

FREE-SOIL AND SLAVE-SOIL.-THE ltEGULAR SESSION.-ANOTHER BATTLE OVER THE 

SPEAKEHSHIP.-STERLING PRICE !NAUGUltATED GOVERNOR.--'rHE XV!U'l'H GENERAL 

AsSE~IBLY.-ELBCTION QI' ON!'rim STATES SENATOR TO SUCCEED DAVID R. A'rCHISON.

'rHF, SLAVI~RY QUESTION AND THE KANSAS AND NEBitASKA BILLS.-APPALLING DISASTER 

AT Tim GA8CONADE BRIDG!c.-'l'rrn KANSAS-NElmASKA AGI'l'ATION OF 1856.-MISSOURIANS 

01to::;s Tim BO!t!l]l]R.-BLOODY COLLISIONS BETWl,EN THI!" PRO-" AND" ANTI-SLAVERY" 

PARTillS.-'l'H!l XIX'l'II GENERA!, ASSllMBLY.-JAMillS s. GRlUEN AND TrtUSTEN Por,K 

ELllC'rnJ) UNITim STATES SENATORS.-GOVEitNO!t POL!{ RESIGNS.-ROB'l'. M. STEWART 

ELilCTim GOVER:\OR. 

Election of 1852-For Govemor-
Sterling Price, Democrat .............• • • • .. • · . • .. • · . · · ..... • . .. .. • 46,245 

J01mes Winston, V\Thig ............................................ 32,784 

Price's majority over Winston .............................. 13,461 

Wilson Brown elected Lieutenant-Governor. 
Whole number of votes c>ist ....................................... 79,029 

Total population of the State in 1850 ............................... 682,044 

Electionfor President, 1852 
Franklin Pierce, Democrat ........................................ 38,353 

Winfield Scott, Whig .............................................. 29,984 

Pierce's majority over Scott................................. 8,369 

Election of 1856-For Governor-
Trusten Polk, Democrat ........................................... 46,993 

Robert C. Ewing, American ....................................... 40,589 

Thomas H. Benton, Independent ................................... 27,618 

Polk's majority over Ewing................. • . . . . . . • • • • . • . • • • 6,404 

Hancock Jackson elected Lieutenant-Governor. 
Whole number of votes cast ....................................... 115,200 

Election for President, 1856-
J ames Buchanan, Democrat ....................................... 58,164 

Millard Fillmore, American ........................................ 48,524 

Buchanan's majority overFillmore...... ... .... . ... .... .... .. 9,640 

Special Election, 1857-For Governor-
Robert M. Stewart, Democrat ...................................... 47,975 

James S. Rollins, V\Thig ............................................ 47,641 

Stewart's majority over Rollins.............................. 334 
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In a former chapter we recorded Colonel Benton's entrance into the 
United States Senate. In this we shall record his exit from that body, 
after a service of thirty consecutive years. 

On December 30th, 1850, the xvrth General Assembly met at the 
Capitol: Thomas L. Price (Democrat), Lieutenant-Governor, President 
of the Senate; R. R. Rees, Secretary; Nathaniel vV. ·vvatkins (Whig), 
Speaker of the House ; George W. Houston, Clerk. Austin A. King, 
Governor. 

Receipts into the State Treasury for the two years ending September 
30th, 1850, $787,088.71; Expenditures, $532,585.82. Amount of State 
debt, exclusive of surplus revenue deposited with the State, $922.26-the 
exact amount of the State bonds then outstanding. 

As an outgrowth of" Benton's Appeal" from the Jackson Resolutions, 
noticed in the lust chapter, and of the agitation which followed on the 
subject of slavery, nullification and secession, unexampled interest was 
awakened at this session of the General Assembly in regard to the 
election of United States Senator. Colonel Benton's term was soon to 
expire, and he was a candidate for re-election. His speeches to the peo
ple in justification of his "Appeal," while marked by signal ability and 
power, were at the same time characterized by the bitterest denunciation 
and the most caustic invective-elements of oratory in which he was a 
master, and which under the circumstances were well calculated to stir 
popular feeling from its profoundest depths. 

Hence, during the Legislative canvass of 1850, which was to result in 
a judgment upon the issues he presented, the whole State flamed with 
intense excitement. 

One of the immediate consequences of his "Appeal" and remarkable 
canvass to expound and defend it, was a division of the political party to 
which Colonel Benton belonged, and which for thirty years had adhered 
to his fortunes with a loyalty seldom exhibited in the career of any pub
lic man. 

The ·whigs, at all times in a minority in the State, claimed to occupy 
a position of "armed neutrality" touching the distracting questions 
which threatened the unity and power, if not the very existence of their 
Democratic opponents. It is not to be denied, however, that, quite 
naturally, they sought to foment the prevailing discord, and, in reference 
to the Jackson Resolutions themselves, sympathized with Colonel Benton. 
Their representatives in both branches of the General Assembly, as we 
have seen, had opposed them by speech and vote at the time of their 
adoption, and for similar reasons to thos.e afterwards presented by Colonel 
Benton in his warfare upon .them. 
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The interest culminated: in the election of U uited States Senator ; and 
its culmination feund the Legislature divided into three political parties
Anti-Benton Democrats (or "Hards"), Benton Democrats (or "Softs"), 
and Whigs. And the Whigs themselves were to some extent divided 
into Bento11 a.nd Anti~Benton Whigs, designatfons which attached to the 
one segment or the other 11ccording to the intensity of its pro-slavery 
or anti-slavery sentiments .. 

The joint convention to choose a United States Senator met on 
.Tanuai:y 10, 1851, and from day to day till the 22d. Its deliberatiotl.s, 
and the debates of which they were fruitful, were not well calculated to 
allay the excitement of the previous State canvass, or to harmonize the 
discordant elements which for the first time in thirty ycai·s had disturbed 
the serenity of the Democratic sky. In these discussions the Anti-Benton 
members-fierce, aggressive and unyielding-were Jed by such men as 
Claiborne F. Jackson, Robert M. Stewart, .Tohn F. Benjamin, Ferdinand 
Kennett and Lewis W. Robinson; while the friends of Benton-sharing 
the spirit of their great leader, were defiant, heroic and immovable -
rallied to the onset with such chieftains as John D. St.evenson, Miron 
Leslie,. Thom~1s A. King, Charles Jones, George W. Miller and Cht~rles 
Sims. The Whigs, the wily Whigs,-reinforced by increased numbers 
over any fornier Legislature, self-poised, and on the alert for opportunity 
-occasionally emerged from ambuscade headed by James O. Broadhead, 
Joseph B. Crockett, W~lliam Newland, James Winl:lton, N. W. Watkins, 
Robert A. Hatcher, John P. Campbell, Benjamin Tompkins and others. 

The war' of the factions raged furiously, each ''wing" of the Demo~ 
cratic party preferring the success of t;Jie Whigs to the success of the 
opposing division in their own party.- Finally-exhausted by the labors 
and excitement~ of the conflict, weary of the lqng and frequent and 
stormy caucuses at night and ballotings by day, and the fruitless efforts at 
conciliation a11d compromise - a portion of the line of each of the 
opposing forces gave way, and victory perched upon the banner of the 
Whigs. Th~ ballotings reached the fortieth, and on that bullot Henry 
.s. Geyer, of St. Louis, Whig, and an eminent lawyer of pronounced 
abilities, was elected United States Senator for six: years from March 4, 
1851; the vote being H. S. Geyer, 80; 1 Thomas H. Benton, 55; B. F. 
Stringfellow, 18; scattering, 4. 

This defeat terminated the career of Colonel Benton as a Senator from 
Missouri-a career embracing a period of six· Roman lustrums, .and 

1 Mr. Geyer died at bis residence in St. Louis, of disease of the heart, on Saturday, 
March 5, 1859. 

18 
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one which, whatever faults he had, was distinguished by great and 
important services to the country, and by a patriotism and statesmanship 
which render his 

'One of the few, the immortal names, 
That ·were not born to die." 

During the year 1851, forty-five miles of the St. Louis and Pacific 
railroad-from St. Louis to Washington-were put under contract, and 
about one thousand laborers placed upon the track. 

Two steamboat explosions occurred during the spring of 1852, which 
are worthy of record,-the first at St. Louis, on Saturday, April 3d, and 
the second at Lexington ,on Friday, April 9th. The first, the Glencoe, 
having on board a large number of passengers, had just arrived from 
New Or1eans, and at eight o'clock in the evening was effectiug a landing 
at the foot of Chestnut Street. Before she had entirely succeeded in 
landiDg, and while the deck hands were hauling in the boat with the 
hawser at the capstan, two of the boilers exploded with terrific force, 
tearing the boat almost into fragments. The whole front of the cabin, 
as far back as the wheels, was literally torn to pieces and fell with a crash 
on the deck below. The steamer Oatm·act, which was lying alongside, 
suffered severely, her upper works and a portion of the ladies' cabin 
being den10~ished. A portion of the flue of one of the boilers of the 
Glencoe was thrown with great velocity, and penetrated the "texas" .of 
the We8tern World. A short time after the explosion, the Glencoe was 
discovered to be on fil·e; when the hawser which held her to the levee 
became detached and the boat floated down the stream, her decks reveal
ing, amid the glare of the flames, the bo1'rible sight of human beings 
eagerly looking for safety, and the still more horrible sight of the scalded 
and injured, with outstretched arms imploring fur help. Many were 
rescued and many more were lost. 

On Friday, April 9th, an appalling disaster occurred at Lexington 
landing, to the steamer Saluda, laden with Mormon emigrants destined 
for Utah. The river was swollen from spring rains, and the current 
thickly studded with floating ice. For two or three days the steamer had 
fruitlessly attempted to stem the flood and round the point at Lexington. 
About nine o'clock in the morning, the captain of the Saluda, Francis T. 
Belt, impatient of the delay, ordered on an extra pressure of steam for a 
final ei:fo1t. The furnaces were filled with glowing inflammables; the 
guards crowded with passengers eagerly watching the result. The signa: 
was given for starting the engine; when, at the second revolution of tht-
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wheels, both boilers exploded simultaneously, with fearful effect, tearing 
away all the boat forward of the wheels, causing her to sink immediately. 
Captain Belt and Jonathan F. Blackburn, the second clerk, were standing 
between the chimneys on the hurricane roof, and were blown over the 
warehouses on the shore and half ·way up the. bluff. Both were killed 
outright. The iron safe, weighing 500 or 600 pounds, and with a dog 
chained to it, was blown from the office over the warehouses, and fell near 
the body of Captain Belt. Josiah Chancy, second engineer, was also 
blown nshore and died. Charles Labarge and Lewis Garrett, pilots, were 
blown in an opposite direction into the river and killed or drowned. 
Heavy fragments of machinery fell at incredible distances from the boat. 
It was never known how many lives were lost by the explosion, bnt eighty 
three persons were buried from the wreck at Lexington. Among the lost, 
was James N. Mc.A.lister, aged eighteen, a son of Brightherry McAlister 
of Columbia, en route from that place to Liberty, Missouri, with the 
houselwld goods and carpenter's tools of his father, who had contracted 
to aid in the erection of William Jewell College. 

On August 30th, 1852, in pursuance of a proclamation by Governor 
King, the xvnth General Assembly met in special session, for the purpose 
of considering the subject of ivternal improvements, and of passing such 
measures as would make available, speedily and ecouomically, the grant 
of lands made by Congress to aid in the construction of the Pacific and 
of the Hannibal and St. Joseph milroads. 

Deeply exciting as was the subject of intenrnl improvements generally, 
and great as was the particular interest everywhere felt in the early 
completion of our railroads1 nothing could obscure the light of the camp
fires of the political factions, or smooth the ragged edge of their conflicts. 
Fresh from the turbulence of the State canvass, which had closed on the 
first Monday of the month, the Senators and Representatives of the 
people, supplemented by a large and active lobby, assembled at the 
capital, nnd lit~ the very threshhold confronted the questions of Benton 
and anti-Benton, Free-soil and Slave-soil, 'Whig and Democrat, Hard 
and Soft. Therefore, a most bitter and protracted struggle ensued in the 
organization of the House, during which the special objects for which the 
session had been called were entirely forgotten. Political caucuses were 
held nightly by the three parties into which the members were divided, 
€ach plotting and counter-plotting to gain the mastery over the others. 
The bone of contentipn was the Speak,ership of the House, and, subor
dinately, the various clerkships. 
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Robert E. Acock of Polk, was the nominee of the Anti-Bentons for 

Speaker; Charles Sims, of Cass, of the Bentous, and Samuel H . 

• "'Woodson, of Jackson, of the "'Whigs. After two days' ballotting and 

nineteen ballots, Colonel Acock was withdrawn and C. F. Jackson, Anti

Benton, of Howard, was put in his p1ace. On the 26th ballot the vote 

stood: Sims 44, vVood~on 39, Jackson 3 7, scattering 6 ; after which 

Jackson was withdrawn and Acock again placed in front of the Anti

Bcnton column. Four more ballots disclosed a similar result, when an 

adjournment was carried till the ne:x"t day-Thursday. On re-assembling~ 

Jo,,eph A. Hay, Whig, of Lewis, offered the following resolution, which: 

the chairman decided out of order: 

Resolved, That a veil be hung over the portrait of Colonel Benton, now hanging in the 

Representative Hall; that Claib Jackson be requested to absent himself from the 

House, and that the members drink no more grog till a Speaker is elected. 

And thus the confl.ict raged, the "Jackson Resolutions" being the 

real element of discord: the Benton Democrats avowing the purpose to 

expunge them from the J oumal; the Antics to keep them there; the 

Whigs securely poised on the pedestal of "armed neutrality.'' 

On the 31st ballot, Mr. Sims was withdrawn and A. C. Marvin, Benton 

Democrat, of Henry substituted, but still no choice was made. Francis 

P. Blair, Jr., of St. Louis was then offered by the Benton men as "an 

olive branch of peaee." The result was war, a fieree renewal of hostil

ities between the belligerent factions, and the substitution of J. W. 

Kelly, of Holt, for Mr. Blair, and of Abram Hunter, of Scott, for Colonel 

Acock. Still no choice. Finally, on Saturd:ty afternoon, by resolution 

offered by William 0. Maupin of Saline, a Whig, Dr. Reuben Shelby, 

of Perry, a Benton Democrat, was made Speaker for the extra session 

only-thns for the time tiding over the shoals and quicksands of the 

intestine feud. The clerkships were divided between the three parties. 

After passing resolutions accepting the grant of lands from ,Congress 

·to aid in the construction of the Hannibal and St. Joseph and other 

railroads in the State, and bills to expedite the building of the North 

Missouri railroad, the Legislature adjourned on the 25th of December, 

only two days before the time fixed by law for the meeting of the regular 

session. 
'The regular session of the xvnth General Assembly met on Monday• 

December 27th, 1852. The struggle for the Speakership was again 

renewed with increased violence. The Anti-Benton leaders-C. F. 

Jackson, R. M. Stewart, J. F. Benjamin, Ferdinand Kennett and others 
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-threw themselves into the breach; while :Frank P. Blair, B. Gratz 
Brown, John D. Stevenson, "Walter B. Morris .and others directed the 
action of the friends of Benton. The old Whig leaders,-Jnmes O. 
Broadhead, Thomas Allen, Jsoph B. Crockett, Samuel EL Woodson, 
Charles H. Hardin and others-marshaled the Whig forces. 

For Speaker, the Anti-Bentons nominated James H. Britton, of 
Lincoln; the Bentons, .J. W. Kelly of Holt; the Whigs, William Newland 
of Ralls. After various ballotings, and many changet; of candidates, and 
bitter debate, Reuben Shelby, of Perry, the Speaker of tho extra session, 
was re-elected. 

Governor King, in his farewell message, congratulated tho Sfatte on our 
"growing prospects," assuring the General Assembly that" our rnu.rch is 
onward and upward to that high destiny which we believe awaits our 
noble State in the future." The taxable wealth of the State was placed 
at $112,465,653.75. It is iww (1877), in round numbers, six luwdred 
millions I 

Sterling Price nnd Wilson Brown, the nevdy-electcd Goveruor and 
Lieutenant-Governor for four years, were duly inaugurated, and the 
hm:iness of legislation commenced. After a stormy session-storms in 
both Houses over the Jackson Resolutions, and tho qucstiom; of sin very, 
secession and disunion-a final adjournment was voted on th(~ 24th of 
February. 

The xvmth General Assembly met December 25th, 1854. On the 
.5th ballot, William Newland, of Halls (\Yhig), was oloctod Speakor, and 
Samuel A. Lowe, of Benton, Chief Clerk. Tho irrepressible ",Jackson 
Resolutions," the powers of Congress over slavery in tho territories, and 
the Kansas and :Nebraska bills, claimed much attention during this 
session, the animus of the discussion foreshadowing to many the terrible 
<Jatastrophe in which our national troubles culminated in 1861. 

Ou the 5th of January, 1855, the two Houses met in joint session. for 
the purpose of electing a United States Senator to succcecl Dnvid I{,. 
Atchison, whose term expired March 4th, 1855; aucl tho following 
uominations were made: D. R. Atchison (anti-Benton), Thomas H .. 
Benton, and A. W. Doniphat1 (Whig). The ballottings generally were 
nbout a.s follows: Atchison 56, Benton 40, Doniphan 59. On the 
twenty-fifth ballot Atchison was withdrnwn and William Scotti of the 
Supreme Court, nominated; but the voting was the same. Finally, 
Scott was displaced hy Sterling Price, then Govel'llor of the State, with 
the same result; whereupon Atchison was again placed upon the tapis. 
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After forty-one unsuccessful ballots, the joint seseion, 88 to 63, adjourned 
until again convened by concurrent resolution or the two Houses. On 
:March 5th, the Legislature adjourned to meet on the first Monday of the 
ensuing November. It met on that day and adjourned sine die un 
December 13th, but without holding a joint session. Hence no United 
States Senator was elected. Durmg the joint ses::>ions above mentioned, 
long and angry debates arose on the slavery question in all its political 
phases, which were distinguished by great ability and at times by great 
violence. When it is recalled that these discussions were chiefly con
ducted on behalf of the Anti-Benton Democrats by Messrs. Robert M. 
Stewart, Lewis V. Bogy, George C. Medley, A. L. Gilstrap, "VVilliam C. 
Price and John vV. Reid; on behalf of the Benton Democrats by F. P. 
Blair, B. Gratz Brown and John D. Steven[';on; and for the Whigs by 
James S. Rollins, A. vV. Doniphan, Albert Todd, S. M. Breckiuridge, 
Joseph Davis, Henry T. Blow, George W. Goode, C. H. Hardin, C. C. 
Zeigler and Robert Wilson-it cannot be questioned that legislative bodies 
rarely exhibit more genuine statesmanship and true oratory. 

On November 1st, 1855, one of the most appalling disasters occurred 
at the new railroad bridge ncross the Gnsconnde River, resulting in the 
instnnt death of a large number of well-known citizens alld the serious 
wounding of many otbers. The Pacific Railroad having been completed 
from St. Louis to the State Capital, a distance of 125 miles, a celebration 
of the great event was resolved upon, by an excursion over the road, 
and a grand public dinner in the State House. At nine o'clock, 
therefore, of the day named, a train of ten passenger cars, crowded with 
guests specially invited to participate in the cotumemorative festivities 
of the occasion, left the depot at St. Louis, and at twelve o'clock reached 
the Gasconade River, twelve miles ahoYe Hermann and forty miles below 
Jefferson City. The bridge across the Gasco1rnde was in six spans, two 
of 120 feet each, two of 140 and two of 92-tbe abutment spans beill~ 
each 130 feet. The abntmcnts were of stone, 32 feet high, and the five 
piers were also of stone. The piers and abutments vrnre completed, 
hut the superstructure of the bridge was not finished. In order, however, 
to serve the purpose of commemorating the opening of the road, the 
contractors for the superstructure hau undertaken to build the scnffolding 
on whieh to rear it, of such strength as to pass the excursion train in 
safety. This was sought to be accomplished by the erection of trestle
work on piles and mud-sills, in the line of the intended structure, the 
piles being about 14 feet apart and stay-braced longitudinally and 
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traversely. The embankment on the east side not being complete,,. 
trestle-work some 80 feet in length was built, between the finished bank. 
and the finished abutment. The approach to the bridge from the east 
(fronY St. Louis) was on a curve of near 1,500 feet radius, which· 
terminated at the end of the bank, there being some 80 feet of tangent 
line before coming to the bridge. The excursion train, some 600 feet 
long, came to the bridge by this approach. ·when the engine reached 
the first pier, the fonvard part of the trnin covering the first span of 
130 feet, the span gave way, thus precipitating the engine, baggage car 
and several passenger car::i to the watery abyss below, some 30 foot; 
causing an immense Joss of life ancl the utter wreck of the cars. The 
President of the road, the late Hmh>on E. Bridge of St. Louis, aud. 
Thomas S. O'Sulliv;rn, Chief-Engineer, together with a number of 
ernployes of the road, were on the locomotive at the time of the· 
catastrophe, and all were killed except Mr. Bridge, who miraculously 
escaped unhurt. Among the well-known citizens who were also killed 
and whose unexpected and deplorable death spread a pall of gloom and 
lurnentation over the city of St. Louis, Wel'e Reverend Dr. Bullard, of 
the Second Presbyterian Clrnrch; Revel'Cnd John rrcasda!e of the Third 
Baptist Church; E. Church Blackburn, a well-known lawyer, and ehn,ir
man of the City Council; Mann Entler, author of a History of 
Kentueky; Henry Chouteau, of the firm of Chouteau & Valle; Culvin 
Case., owner of a line of omnibusses, E. C. Yosti, of the tirm of Shields & 
Yo:;ti; E. B. Jeffries, member of the Legi::ibture from Franklin County, 
and many others. So frightful and appalling was this disaster, that no 
train, even at this distance of time, crosses the Gaseollt1dc without its 
horrors"being recalled. 

The poop le of Missouri took unusual interest, in 1854-5-6, in the 
organizt1tion of the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, and were moved 
by the most intense excitement. The region of country embraced in 
these Territories formed a part of the Louisian:i purchase, and extended 
westward from Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota, to the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains, and from the parallel of thirty-six degrees 'thirty 
minutes north latitude to British Amerim1. Very little was known of 
thi::; vast domain, except that it was a region of great fertility; yet, even 
previous to .1854, the tide of emigration was pouring into it, and it 
became necessary to provide orgi1uized governments for the secmity and 
protection of the people. 

In December, 1852, Hon. Williard P. HaU, of Missouri, introduced a 
bill into the United States House of Hepresentatives, to organize the 



280 HISTORY OF MISSOURI. 

Territory of Platte, which was designed to embrace the country above 
mentioned. Having been referred to the Committee on Territories, that 
committee, in February, 1853, reported a bill to establish a Territorial 
Government in the Terl'itory of Nebraska. As this bill did not contem
plate a repeal of the 1Yliss0uri Compromise of 1820, whereby slavery was 
inhibited in all the couutl'y north of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, it 
was opposed in the House by the entire Southern delegations ; and the 
only Senators from the South who voted for it were those from Missouri. l 
On January lGth, 1854, the subject again came before the Senate, when 
Senator Dix(m, of Kentucky, gave notice that whenever the Nebraska 
bill should be called up, he would move an amendment to the effect that 
the Miss0uri compromise line of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes nortl1 

latitude, forever prohibiting slnvery or involuntary servitude north of saicl 
line, should not be so construed as to apply to the Territory contemplated 
by the act, or to any other Tenitory of the United States; but that the 
citizens of the several States 01· Territories should be at liberty to take and 
hold their slaves within any of the Territories or States to be formecl 
therefrom. That is to say, in plain and terse language, that the J\fii>souri 
Compromise should be repealed. The announcement 0f this amendment 
in Congre"s was immediately followed, by the most intense cxcitomeut 
throughout the country. Indeed, the introduction, in 1848, of the vYilmot 
Proviso did not startle or stir up the people in n greater degree. 

On January 23d, 1854, Sen;1tor Douglas, of Illinois, reported from 
the Committee on Territories a bill which provided for the orgauization 
of the region of country embraced by Mr. Hall's bill-known as the 
Platte country, from the Platte River, which flows through it-into two 
Territories, namely, Kansas and Nehraska. Senator Douglas' bill con
tained the following, among other provisions: 

"SECTION 21. And be it further enacted, That, in order to avoid misconstruction, it is 
hereby declared to be the true intent and meaning of this act, so far as the question of 
slavl'!ry is concerned, to carry into practical operation the following propositions and 
principles, established by the compromise measures of 1850, to-wit: 

•• First.-That all questions pertaining to slavery in the Territories, and in the new 
States to be formed therefrom. are to be left to the decision of the people residing therein, 
through their appropriate representatives. 

" Second.-'l'hat all cases involving title to slaves and questions of personai freedom, 
are referred to the adjudication of the local tribul).als, with the right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

" Thini.-'l'hat the provisions of the Constitution and laws of the United States, in 
respect to fugitives from service, are to be carried into faithful execution in all the 
' organized Territories,' the same as in the States." 

1 Da-vi.d R. Atchison and Henry S. Geyer. 
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The section of the bill which prescribed the quali:ficntions a~d 
mode of election of a delegate to Congress from each of the Territories . 
was as follows: 

"The Constitution. and all laws of the United States, which are not locally.inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect within the said Territory as elsewhere in the United States, except the section of the act .preparatory to the admission of Missouri into the Union, approved March 6th, 1820, which was supersede<Z by the principles of the legislation of 1850, commonly called the Compromise Measures, and is declared inoperative." 

On the next day after the introduction of this bill,. the discussion of it 
opened in the Senate and continued with great ability through several 
weeks; those engaged in the discussion being divided by the designa-. 
tions pro-slllvery and anti-slavery. On February 6th, Hon. S. P. Chase, 
n Senator from Ohio, moved to strike out so much of the bill as declared 
the Missouri Compromise of 1820, "superseded" by the compromise of 
1850, but the motion wns defei:tted. On February 15th, Mr. Douglas 
moved to strike out the clause objected to by Mr. 04use, nnd insert the 
following: 

"Which being inconsistent with the principle of non-i11terve11tlo11 by Congress with slavery in the States and Tenitories, as recognized by the legislation of 1850 (commonly called the Compromise Measures,) is hereby declai·ed inoperative and void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act not to legislate slavery into any 'l'erritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof perfectly :t'!:ee to :fom1 and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States." 

This amendment embodied what was afterwards .called, in Congress 
:u1d the country, the doctrine of squatter sovereiguity. It was nt once 
ndopted by the Senate; but Mr. Chase and others, J1ot having full faith 
in the fidelity of tlie declaration that it was not the ti·ue ill tent nnd mean
ing of the act to legislate slavery into :my Territ,')l'y or State, nol' to 
exclude it therefrom, moved to add, after the words «United States," the following: 

"Under which the people of the Te~·ritories, through their appropl'iate representatives, may, if they see :fit, prohibit the existence of slavery therein." 

Mr. Chase's amendment was voted down, and the bill passed-ayes 37, 
nays 14 ;-and being reported to the House, after tt fierce debate in that 
body it nlso passed-ayes 113, riays 100; and on May 31st, 1854, 
received the approval of President Pierce and became a law. 

The Territory of Kansas now became the theater of a bitter war 
between the contending parties ; one side strenuously maintaining that 



282 IDSTORY OF 1\USSOURI. 

slavery should be prohibited by her organic law, the other as stoutly that 
it should be established and protected. 

The people of Missouri shared in the general excitement, and during 
the State canvass of 1854, and especially during the Presidential election 
of 1856, evidenced the wildest excitement. Whether the new State should 
admit slavery or prohibit it now depended upon the vote of the people. 
"'Wherefore both parties, free-soil and slnve-soil, from the States north 
and south, rushed into the Territory in order to secure a majority. Angry 
controversy succeeded in Missouri. .Antagonisms of opinion everywhere 
prevailed. At times these approached scenes of violence and bloodshed ; 
and good men of all parties stood in awe of the consequences, not only 
as they might affect the peace and p1·osperity of the commonwealth, but 
the repose and perpetuity 0f the repuLlic itself. The triangular contest 
for the presidency, a legitimate outgrowth of the repudiation of the 
Missouri Compromise by the Territorial act of May 31st, 1854, precip
itated upon the country, and upon the people of Missouri in a perilous 
degree, the bitter waters of the slavery agitation-agitation of the 
powers of Congress over the institution in the Territories, of the question. 
of sq natter sovereignity, and the kindred issues of nullification au cl 
seces:-;ion. Apprehensive that Kansas would become a free State, and 
that ~Iissouri, a slave State, would in the future occupy the position of a. 
slave peninsula jutting out into a sea of free soil, with Illinois and Iowa 
on the one side and Kansas and Nebraska 011 the other, many of our 
citizens, especially on the Kansas border, became seriously alarmed for 
the safety of their slaves, and in the excitement of the conflict were 
induced, without authority of law, to cross over into Kansas with arms 
and with ballots to coerce the new State into the Union with a pro-slavery 
constitution. Meanwhile the friend,; of free soil in the north and emi
gration societies in the New England States, projected active measures 
to fill the new State with anti-slavery settlers. Violent collisions of' 
course followed, and bloodshed was often imminent. The struggle between 
the hostile parties in Kansas and on the Missouri border resulted in a 
series of desultory but bloody encom1tei·$, some of which assumed the 
proportions of battles. Large aml fiercely-excited public meetings were 
held in ~Iissouri, and at times, in some localities, a reign of intolerance 
and proscription prevailed. This was intensified in that portion of the 
State bordering on Kansas; and in one instance resulted, April 14th,, 
1855, at Parkville, Missouri, in tbe destruction of the Indu.stl'ial 
Luminai·y newspaper, owned and published by George S. Park and 
W. J. Patterson, wh01u a public meeting threatened to throw into the 
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Missouri River if found in that town three weeks from that day, and 
to hang if they went to Kansas to reside. 

In November, 1854, an election was held in Kansas, which resulted in 
the choice of a pro-slavery delegate to Congress; and in the general 
Territorial election of the following year the pro-slavery party also 
triumphed, and their delegates thus chosen assembled at Lec0mpton and 
formed a constitution permitting slave1·y. Wheretipon the anti-slavery 
or free-soil party, declaring the election to have been carried hy fraud
ulent votes, assembled at Topeka, to form a constitution excluding 
slavery, and organized a rival government. Civil war broke out between 
the factions; and from the autumn of 1855 until the :final settlement of 
the question, during the military governorship of John W. Geary, of 
Pennsylvania, the Territory was the scene of constant turmoil and vio
lence. Not to attempt a recital of these scenes, or a statement in detail 
of all that occurred, suffice it to say that the anti-slavery party finally 
triumphed, and Kansas, and Ncbrhska :tlso, came into the Uuion as a free 
State; and on that basis peace was permanently established. 

It is due to the truth of history to say, that in the fiual adjustment of 
these questions in Congress, Stephen A. Douglas, of Illinois, and James· 
S. Green, who was elected in January 1857, to succeed Colonel Benton 
in the United States Senate, pl:tyed a prominent part. Senator Green 
antagonized the views of Mr. Dougfas in that body, and, as the 
:tcknowledged leader of the pro-slavery p:trty, maintained his ground 
with an ability and eloquence rarely, if ever, excelled in the American 
Senate. Coming into that body during the pendency of the question of 
the admission of.Kansas with the Lecompton Constitution, he supported 
the policy of Mr. Buchanan's administration in speeches distinguished not 
only by great perspicuity of style, but power of argument, which called 
forth the commendations gf even those who did not share his convictions. 

The xrxth Gener:tl Assembly met December 29th, 1856. Robert C. 
HnrrisGn, Speaker, James H. Britton, chief clerk. On January 12th, 
1857, the two houses met in joint convention to elect two United St:ttes 
Senators. James S. Green, (Anti-Benton) received 89 votes; Thomas 
H. Benton, 33; Luther M. Kennett, (Americ:tn) 32. Mr. Green was 
elected for the short term. To succeed Senator Geyer, Trusten Polk, 
(Governor elect) received 101; T. H. Benton, 23; Hamilton R. Gamble, 
(American) 34. Polk was elected for the long term, ending March 4th, 
1863. Governor Polk resigned the executive ch:tit· to accept the United 
States Senatorship; and, until the special election in August, 1857, to 
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tier of counties in Southeast Missouri was 5ettlod. For examples : 
"What is now known as Bollinger County, near as it is to Ste. Genevieve 
and the first settlements on the Mississippi, and St0ddard, Butler', 
·wayne, Madison, Crawford, etc., were not even partially reclaimed from 
the domini(;ll of the Indian aucl buffalo until the year 1800, and some of 
them u,t a much later perioc1. Stoddard was not settled until u,fter. the 
admission of the State into the Union in 1821, and was not organized as 
a county until 1835. Its population as late as 1840 was ~mly about 
3,000; 1860 nbout 8,000, and in 187G, 10,883. What is now Butler 
County wal:l a favorite hunting gronnd for the Indians, and it was not 
until about the year 1800 that a few white men, as hunters rather than 
settlers, built cabins there to prolong their visits to the territory. The 
region of country known as Wayne contained very few white settlers at 
the time of the declaration ot war in 1812, and was not organized as a 
county until 1818, liud then was called, from her vast territory," the 
State of Wayne," and now "the Mother of Counties." Population in 
1820 only about 1,500; in 1876, 7,006. As early ns 1722 or '23 there 
was a small settlement in what is now Madison County, at Mine La 
Motte lead mines, which were discovered a few years previous by a 
Frenchman whose name they bear. The Indians and Spaniards worked 
these mines as early as 1765-70. To aid in the development of the 
mines and the colonization of the country, in the year 1800 the Spanish 
government granted 5,000 arpents of land to fifteen French families 
"for . settlement and cultivation". About this time a few American fam
ilies, from Tennessee, North Carolina, Kentucky ancl Virginia, settled 
about the mines, hut the Indians were so numerous and troublesome 

that they could not iill the soil to any extent. In 1818, Madison County 
was formed of portions of Ste. Genevieve and Cape Girardeau, aud in 
1820 contained only about 2,000 inhabitants ; in 187 6, 8, 7 50. It is a 
county of mines, and quite a number of iron banks are found in it. St. 
Francois County was almost unknown to the white man previous to 
1800; was not organized until 1821, and in 1830 did not contain 3,000 
inhabitants; in 1876, 11,621. Miners of lead first settled "Washington 

County; and although organized in 1813 it did not contain more than 
3,000 inhabitants seven years afterwards; in 1876, 13,100. Jefferson 

and Franklin, from their proximity to St. Louis, were settled nt an early 
period. 

The fertile lands in the region of country bordering on the Mississippi, 
above St. Louis-now embraced by the counties of Lincoln, Pike, Ralls, 
Marion, Lewis and Clark-attracted an agricultural p0pulation, ancl 
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1860-Teu and thirty years have elapsed since Missouri wns admittecl 
into the Union; and at the period at which we now pause to contem· 
plate the State, we are on the eve of the bloody and fratricidal civil war 
into which, during the following yenr, our country was unhappily 
plunged. Of the war itself--its causes, events and consequeuces-we 
shall speak in subsequent chapters. But before inyoking the pen of 
history to record the prominent events of the war, us they more directly 
concern the commonwealth of Missouri, we diverge at this point to mark 
the progress we have ma<le in population and wealth, and to chronicle 
what we have accomplished dming the preceding forty years in the varied 
interests and industries which distinguish the civilization of our time. 

Radiating from the earlier centers of settlement-St. Louis being the 
chief or pivotal point from which emigration spread out like a great fon 
-the tide 0f population and colonization flowed along tho valleys of om 
larger rivers, and thence inli1llcl until it covered the whole State. And it 
is worthy of record and remembrance as something remarkable, and yet 
as a fact which can be accounted for on well known laws of pioneer lifo, 
that after the settlements on the western bank of the Mississippi, below 
St. Louis, no considerable settlements in Southeast or Southern Mis
souri were made for a number of years; and these for the most pnrt 
were projected to discover and develop mines of silver and lead. Per
manent settlements for agricultural purposes were not contemplated ; 
whereas the settlements on the west bank of the Mississippi above St. 
Louis, and on both sides of the Missouri, made many years after, were 
chiefly inspired by a purpose to cultivate the soil. Some of. them, it is 
true, were made in the interest of the fur trade, which in the earlier 
history of the State was an important and lucrative industry. 

Marking the tide of colonization as we see it disclosed in our early 
. hietory, it is found that more than half a century elapsed, after the settle
ment of St~. Genevieve, before the country now embraced by the second 
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tier of counties in Southeast Missouri was 5ettlod. For examples : 
\\'hat is now known as Bollinger County, near as it is to Ste. Genevieve 
and the first settlements on the Mississippi, and St0dtbrd, Butler', 
·wayne, Madison, Crawford, etc., were not even partially reclaimed from 
the domini(;ll of the Indian aucl buffalo until the year 1800, and some of 
them u,t a much later periou. Stoddard was not settled until u,fter. the 
admissil111 of the State into the Union in 1821, and wn,s not organized as 
a county until 1835. Its population as late as 1840 was only about 
3,000; 1860 nbout 8,000, and in 187G, 10,883. What is now Butler 
County wal:l a favorite hunting gronnd for the Indians, and it was not 
until nbont the year 1800 that a few white men, as hunters rather than 
settlers, built cabins there to prolong their visits to the territory. The 
region of country known as Wayne contained very few white settlers at 
the time of the declaration ot war in 1812, and was not organized as a 
county until 1818, liud then was called, from her vast territory, "the 
State of ·w ayne,'' and now "the Mother of Counties." Population in 
1820 only about 1,500; in 1876, 7 ,006. As eal'ly ns 1722 or '23 there 
was a small settlement in what is now Madison County, at Mine La 
Motte lead mines, which were discovered a few years previous hy a 
Frenchman whose name they bear. The Indians and Spaniards worked 
these mines as early as 1765-70. To aid in the development of the 
mines and the colonization of the country, in the year 1800 the Spanish 
government granted 5,000 arpents of land to fifteen French families 
"for . settlement and cultivation". About this time a few American fam
ilies, from Tennessee, North Carolina, Kentucky ancl Virginia, settled 

about the mines, hut the Indians were so numerous and troublesome 
that they could not till the soil to any extent. In 1818, Madison County 
was formed of portions of Ste. Genevieve and Cape Girardeau, aud in 
1820 contained only about 2,000 inhabitants; in 1876, 8,750. It is a 
county of mines, and quite a number of iron banks are found in it. St. 
Francois County was almost unknown to the white man previous to 
1800; was not organized until 1821, and in 1830 did not contain 3,000 
inhabitants; in 1876, 11,621. Miners of lead first settled Washington 

County; and although organized in 1813 it did not contain more than 
3,000 inhabitants seven years afterwards; in 1876, 13,100. Jefferson 

and Franklin, from their proximity to St. Louis, were settled nt an early 
period. 

The fertile lands in the region of country bordering on the Mississippi, 
above St. Louis-now embraced by the counties of Lincoln, Pike, Ralls, 
Marion, Lewis and Clark-attracted an agricultural p0pulation, ancl 
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were settled with a view to permanency of location, and. for tho develop
ment 0f the arts and industries of the husbandman. With the exception 
of Lincoln county, all the settlements were made after the close of the 
war of 1812. In order that some idea may be formed of the progress 
since made in this region of the State, it it1 proper to note that in 1821 
its aggregate population was only about 8,000, whereas in 18GO the six 
counties named, greatly reduced as they had been in area by that time, 
contained ahont 84,000 souls. 

Heturuing to the mouth of the Missouri river, an<1 traversing 
that stream to the western boundary of the Stntc, we fiud that 
with the exception of the settlements in St. Louis, St. Charles, 
Howard, Cooper and Bo(rne counties, and 11 small scttlcnwnt iit I..1011tro 
Island, the entire region was under the l>loo<1y swuy of the lrnlitrns 
u11til after the peace of 1815. Colonizntion then rapitlly followNI, 
and 1.hc star of cmpiro took its course inland to various portions of tho 
State ; so that years anterior to 18!i0 the tide of oonquclilt !llHl coloniza
tion overspread the common\vealth from tho K1rn1:1as IHmlo1· to the 
Mississippi, and from Iowi~ to Arlrnnsas. 

This statement is verified by the fact thnt nt tho t.inrn of tho 
admission of Missouri into the Union in 1821, tlHi State contninod only 25 
organized countie:-i, with a total popufoiion of 70,G47; wlwrcm1:1 nille 
yem·s afterwards the population was twice as great, being 140,30·4:, aml in 
1860 had reached the grand agp:regato (if ono million one hmi<ln1d ILll(l 

eighty-two thothmnd and twelvo ( 1,182,012) souls, aml 118 c·(ntutim'l. 
As the territorial area of the Sfotc is 65 ,350 square milot>, each of tho 25 
counties in 1821 contai110<1 an average of 2,614 sqmiro miles; the 118 iu 
1860 an average of only 578.4G square milos. 

We come now to contemplate the progress and condition of the State 
from another and more intorosting point of view. 

If in 1821 there was a mauufactory of any con~idembfo size in the 
State, or capital to any respectable amount invested in the production 
of any of the fabrics of utility or ornament worn, <:>r the iniplornellts or 
machinery usoc1 by man, the writer is uninformed of tho fa.ct. But iu 
1860, according to the returns of the Fc11oral census, the number of 
munufactories in the Stnte was 2,800, with a capitnl of $20,500,000, 
consuming annually fuel and raw material worth $24,000,000, an<l 
employing more than 2,000 hands-the annual product reaching the 
large sum of $43,500,000. 

We have no available means at hand of ascertaining either the 
number of acres of improved land in the State or the cash value of the 
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farms in 1821; but in 1860, although the State had only been organized 

ten and thirty years, it contained 6,246,871 acres of land reduced to the 

nses of the husbandman and 13, 737 ,938 acres unimproved, the aggregate 

value of which was $230,632,126, to which for value of farming 

implements $8,711,508 must be added. Not to weary the reader with 

statistics, which after all convey information embodied in no other 

forms of speeeh, it will be profitable to study the remarkable and valuable 

disulosures of the following table of the animals and productions of the 

State in 18li0: 

ANIMALS-1860. 

Horses .......................... 361,874 Sheep ........................... 937,445 

Working oxen ................... 166,588 Milk cows ...................... 345,243 

Mules and asses .................. 80,941 Swine ......................... 2,354,441> 

Total value of live stock •.... $53,693,673 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS-1860. 
BUSHELS. 

Wlleat.. .... . . ........ .• . . . . .• 427,586 
Oats ..••.•.........•..•.••...• 3,680,870 
Barley.. . .. • . . • . .. . . . • • • .. . . .. 228,502 
Grass seed..................... 55,713 
Rye.......................... 44,263 
Irish potatoes ................. 1,990,850 
Buck ... wheat...... .• .... .. .. .. • 182,292 
Peas and Beans............... 107,999 
Indian Corn .......•..••..•..•. 72,892,157 
Sweet potutoes................ 355,102 
Clover seed................... • 2,216 

POUNDS. 

Wool ......................... 2,069,778 
Hops......................... 2,265 
Silk cocoons. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. • • • 127 
Beeswax and honey ........... 1,665,173 

POUNDS. 

Butt~r ........................ 12, 704,837 
Flax.......................... 109,237 
Maple sugur. . . . . • . . • . • . . . . . . • 142,43() 
Rice...... .. . ... . . •• .... . ••• • 9,766 
Cheese . . • • . . . . . . •• . . • . . . . . • • • 259,633 
Flax seed..................... 4,6513-
Tobacc0 ...................... 25,086,196 

Cotton ........................ 100 b:i.les. 
}fay ........................ 401,070 tons. 
Hemp. . • • .. • . . • . . . . . . • • . • . • 19,268 tons. 

GAI,LONS. 

Wine.... . . . . • . • . .. .. . • • • . . . .. . .. 27 ,827 
Cane molasses ................... 22,305. 
Sorghm>1 molasses ............... 776,101 
Maple molasses.. • • . • . • . . • . • • • • . • 18,289-

RECAPITULATION. 

Capital invested in maaufactures .•..••..••.....•.•••••.••• , •• $ 2(),500,000 

Value of fuel and mw materiul used.......................... 24,000,000 

Annual product of munufactures.. •. .• ... . . . . . .. .• .• .. . . . ••• . . 43,500,000 

V:i.lue of land-improved and unimproved .•... , •...........•. 230,632,12$ 

V:i.lue of farming implements................................. 8,711,508 

Value of live stock........................................... 53,693,673 

Value of orchard products.................................... 810,971> 

Value of garden products..................................... 346,405 

·Value of home made manufactures........................... 1,984,262 

Value of animals slaughtered.... . .. .. • . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . • .. .. 9,844,449 

Total cost of railroads (about) . . . • . . . . • . . • • . • . . • • . . • • . . . . . . . . 42;500,00() 

Number of newspapers and periodicals......................... 173 

Total unnual circulation (copies) ............................... 30,000,00() 
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Wonderful activity was developed in 1835-6-7, in the older States north and east, in the projection and building of lines of railroad. It seemed, indeed, to be a mania; a11d it attacked our people with no inconsiderable force, awaking public attention to their want of improved means of intercommunication and their value as agencies of development. The railroad convention held in St. Louis in April, 1836, elsewhere noted a.R the first ever held in the State, and the incorporation of numerous railroad companies by the legislature of 1836-7, were outgrowths of the popular feeling on the subject. It will not be unprofitable to note in this plnce the several railroad lines, if, indeed, some of them cnn be truthfully called lines, projected at this se!:lsion and seriously urged upon the attention of the people and tax-payers of the various localities : ( 1) Bailey's Landing Railroad, beginning at Troy, in Lincoln cou11ty, thence to Bailey's Landing on the Missouri river; capital stock $50,000. '(2) Carondelet nnd St. Louis Railroad, for horse or locom0tive engines; cnpital $100,000. (3) Florida and Paris Railroad, from Florida, in Monroe County, to Paris, in the same county; capital, $100,000. ( 4) H1mnib1.tl, Pads, and Grand River Railroad from Hannibal to the mouth of Grand River, in Chariton County, via Florida and Paris in Monroe and Huntsville uud Keytesville, in Randolph aud Chariton. (5) Liberty Railroad, from Liberty, in Clay County, to the Missouri i·iver; cup ital $25 ,000. ( 6) Livingston an<l Independence Railroad, from Livingston, <m the MisRouri river in ,fackscm County, to Independence, in the same county; capital. $100,000. (7) Louisiana and Columbia Rnilroad, from Louisiana in. Pike County to Columbia, in Buone, thence to Rocheport; capital $1,000,000.1 (8) Marion City and Missouri River Railroad, from Marion City, on the Mississippi river in Marion County, to Boonville, on the ·Missouri river, via Palmyra, Marion College, New York (in Shelby county), and New Franklin in Howard county; capital $600,000. (9) Mine a LnMotte and Mississippi Railroad, from Mine a LaMotte, in Mudison County, to a point on the Mississippi river not lower down tha11 Pratte's Landing; capital $300,000. (10) Monticello and LaGrange Railroad, 

i The track of this road was surveyed, Hon. J. S. Rollins of Columbia assisting in the :field work and being one of the managers of a ball given in Gentry' s Hotel in Columbia to commemorate the completio11 of the survey. Col. A. B. Chambers, at that time editor of the Salt River Journal, published at Bowling Green, and subsequently of the St. Louis Republican; and Edwin Draper, Phineas Block, and John S. MoOlune, of Pike County, aridJ. S. Rollini, Richard Gentry, Sinclair Kirtley, Wm. Cornelius and David M. Rickman, of :Boone, were great friends of the entel'prise. 
19 
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from LaGrange to Monticello in Lewis County; capital $100,000. (11) 
Paynesville a!ld Mississippi Railroad, from Paynesville, in Pike County, 
to the Mississippi at Jackson's Landing; capital $50,000. (12) Roche
port Railroad, from Rocheport to Columbia, in Boone County; capital 
$150,000. ( 13) Mineral Railroad, from St. Louis to Caledonia, in· 
"\Vashington Country, via Potosi; capital $2,000,000. (14) St. Charles 
Railroad, from St. Charles to a point on the Mississippi nearly opposite 
Grafton; capital $100,000. ( 15) Southeastern Railroad, from New 
Madrid to Commerce, in Scott County; capital $200,000. ( 16) St. 
Louis Railroad, from St. Louis to the Missouri river; capital $500,000. 
(17) Southern Railroad, from Caledonia, in Washington County, to Cape 
Girardeau on the Mississippi, via Iron Mountain, Mine a LaMotte and 
Jackson; capital $1,000,000. (18) Washington and Ste. Genevieve 
Railroad, from Washington to Ste. Genevieve; eapital $---

Such was the formidable array of railway enterprises projected at the 
session of the General Assembly of 1836-7. All of them were railroads 
on paper, and really had no other existence than in the acts incorporating 
them. The c0mpanies possessed neither credit, money, bonds nor lands, 
all of great utility in the construction and equipment of lines of rail
way, and some of them of indi8pensible value. Nevertheles':l the several 
charters, although then and now dead letters on the statute hooks, ,,;ere 
not without wholesome influence on the people and future legislatures. 
The Louisiana and Columbia nnd the St. Louis and Bellevue charters 
were almost literally copied, in 1848-9. and in 1850-51 in the acts incor
porating the Hannibal and St. Joseph and the St. Louis and Iron Moun
tain railways. The same pen drafted both of tho former, the Columbia 
and Louisiana charter in 1836-7, and the Hannibal and St. Joseph in 
1848-9-namely, that of Hon. J. S. Rollins, of Columbia, who prepared 
the latter charter at the request of Hon. Robert M. Stewart, who is 
regarded as the father of the road, and was its fo·st president. 

Sixteen years elapsed after the St. Louis Rnilroad Convention of 1836, 
before the "iron horse" and tho steam whistle wore heard west of the 
Mississippi on a Missouri railroad. Mennwhilc, however, not being able, 
owing to their great cost, to constrnct any part of the nl.1merous lines of 
railroads chartered, and intelligently alive to the value and importance 
of improved methods of intercommunication, the people of many of the 
counties constructed rock, gravel, or plank roads. Indeed, the plank 
road mania in Missouri succeeded the railway mania, and, largely proving 
a failure, intensified the feeling in favor of more enduring and rapicl 
means of transportation, although more costly. 
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The Pacific R.uilroud Charter was approved March 12, 1849; and in 
May following, surveys commenced; and on July 4, 1850, the ground 
was broken as initatory to the work of construction, on which occasion 
Hon. Luther M. Kennett, then Mayor of the city of St. Louis, cast the 
first shovel of ea1th on the new track. In December, 1852, the road 
was opened to Cheltenham for passengers, five miles; in 1853, to 
Franklin (now culled "Pacific"), in 1855, to Jefferson Uity, and in 
1865, to Kansas City, 283 miles distant from St. L011is. 

The starting of the Pacific road was closely followed by the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph, North Missouri, Iron Mountain, and the Southwest 
Branch of the Pacific, now known as the St. Louis & San Francisco. All 
these roads received a large amount of aid from the State, and the Han
nibal & St. Joseph, Pacific, and Southwest Branch, large grants of 
land from the general government, namely, to the Pacific road, 127 ,000 
acres ; to the Southwest Branch, 1,040,000 acres; and to the Hannibal 
& St. Joseph, 600,000 acres. And State aid-bonds of the railroad 
companies guarranteed by the State-as follows : 

Pacific Railroad - - $7 ,000,000 I Southwest Branch -
Iron Mountain - 3,600,000 North Missouri - -

Hannibal & St. Joseph - - $3,000,000.l 

$4,500,000 
4,350,000 

Lines of telegraph are built along the track of each of these roads, and 
~f all others in the State. The first line of telegraph which connected 
St. Louis with the East, reached East St. Louis on Dec. 20, 1847. 

No system .of railroads 'in the world embraces a larger and richer ter
ritory than that which has a common and natural center in St. Louis. 
Probably no city in the world now (1877) sends through freight and 
passenger trains over a greater extent of railway mileage than St. Louis. 
This is mainly due to the fact that St. Louis is nearer the geogrnphical 
center of the United States than any other large commercial city, a 
point from which radiating lines extend one to two thousand miles east, 
west and south, and five hundred miles north. These roads carry pas
sengers without change of curs, or freight without breaking bulk, from 
five hundred to two thousand miles. 

As a significant fact bearing upon this subject, it may be mentioned 
that a late examination of the yards and depots, in and about the city, 

1 For many of the facts in regard to railroads, see Chapter 11, Annual Report of the 
State Board of Agriculture for 1875, by Geo. 0. Pratt, of Columbia, Secretary of the 
Board of Railroad Commissionees. 
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showed the presence of cars from one hundred and sixty-two rai:lroads 
and twenty-three Stat\3s. The trunk-lines centering in St. Louis as a. 
terminal point, send daily trnins of cars over routes aggregating 25,640 
miles in length, or more than the circumference of the globe. No city 
in America or Europe has a wider field of railroad connection than 
this. 

The fifteen trunk-lines radiating from St. Louis send over their roads 
daily (counting both ways) not less than three hundred passenger and 
freight trains, containing in the aggregate more than four thousand cars. 
A careful but approximate estimate gives to this service for 1876 the 
tran;;portation of 8,000,000 tons of freight, and more than 3,000,000, 
passe11gers.1 

But productions of the :fielcl, pasture, garden and orchard; progress 
in manufactures; in railroad and telegraph li11es; in the development of 
mineral deposits unexcelletl in quantity and richness in the world, nor 
yet increased population and taxable wealth, arc not all we have accom
plished during the last ten and thirty ye~trs now passing under review. 

No less rapid and gratifying than the growth of the State has bcl'll that 
of the system of public eclucation. The first utterance of the people on 
the subject, in the constitution of 1820, and in each of the constitutions 
adopted since that period, was unmistakably in favor of a system of 
public instmction that shall afford the blessingoi of knowledge to all the 
children of the State, the poor as well .as the rich. Antl if the systems 
enacted from time to time by our legislators, and the policy of t:>omc who 
were high in official authoriLy, have not at all times reached the gL"catest 
mea<;ure of attainable good in this direction, it has certainly not been for 
the lack of the most emphatic injunction by the people in the organic 
laws of the State. 

More than thirty years elapsed after the orgnnization of the State 
government, although each Legislature was biennially confronted with 
the constitutional provision that " schools and the means of education 
shall forever be encouraged in this State," before a law was passed ap
propriating any portion of the taxes paid by the people to educational 
purposes. During the whole of this period our public school system 
rested for its maintenance solely on the small revenues annually accruing 
from the interest on the State and township school funds, and the volun
tary sums paid teachers by parents or guardians. From this and 
other causes incident to a new and sparsely settled State, the system of 
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popular education languished. School-houses were often nothing more 
than log huts, unplastered and unceiled, with chimneys constructed of 
sticks, mud and straw, and without school furniture, unless long, back
less benches, made of inverted puncheons, and a wide plank fastened to 
the wall for a writing dt>sk, can be called " furniture." 

Happily, however, a few years before the war, and during the session 
of the General Assembly of 1852-3, 1 a law was passed against tremen
dous opposition appropriating 25 per cent. annually of the State revenue 
to common-school purposes, which being added to the annually accruing 
interest from the other school funds before mentioned, was distributed 
to the several counties according to the number of children of the school 
age, to be faithfully applied to the maintenance of the free public 
,schools. This law imparted a new impulse to the cause of education in 
the State; so that, as the official statistics show, while in 1853, at the 
twelfth apportionment, the amount distributed for the support of common 
schools was only about $65,000, the next year it reached in round num
bers, $172,000; and at the nineteenth apportionment, in 1860, the sum of 
$262,000. Also that-while in 1856 there were only about $33,000 raised 
(partly by self-imposed tax)''to build and repair school houses, $380,000 
paid teachers; 302,126 child1·en reported and 98,000 taught-in 1859 
more than $192,000 were raised for school houses, $691,000 paid teachers, 
385,639 children reported aud 171,000 taught during the year. 

The summary of the school apportionments, from the :first in 1842 to 
ihe thirty-first in 1877, inclusive, and for which we are indebted to the 
last report of Hon. R. D. Shanuon, State Superintendent of Commou 
Schools, will be read with interest and can be studied with profit, as 
follows: 

First, in 1842 ..•••..•.•••..••• $ 
Second, in 1843 ...••••••.....• 
Third, in1844 ....••.•...••..• 
Fourth, in 1845 .............. . 
Fifth, in 1846 ..•.••...•....•• 
Sixth, in 1847 ....••..••.•••.• 
Seventh, in 1848 .••..••••••.•. 
Eighth, in 1849 ..••....•.....• 
Ninth, in 1850 ............... . 
Tenth, in 1851. •.••....•....•• 

1,999 60 
6,04.3 80 

11,892 42 
16,481 70 
23,720 02 
48,770 74 
56,959 20 
59,456 01 
27,751 52 
69,895 20 

Eleventh, in 1852 .....••••.•.• $ 58,411 08 
'rwelfth, in 1853.. • . . . . . • • • . • . 65,425 83 
'l'hirteenth, in 1854. . . . • • . • . . • 172,565 32 
Fourteenth, in 1855........... 178,089 ·60 
Fifteenth, in 18513...... .. • ... . 217,1374 40 
Sixteenth, in 1857........ •• • • 240,287 74 
Seventeenth, in 1858.. . • • • • • • . 245,280 64 
Eighteenth, in 1859. 254,951 12 
Nineteenth, in 1860 . : . • . • • • • • 262,234 52 
1861...... .. . . •. . . . . ..•• ••.. .• Nothing. 

1 See section 1, article 11, of school law, approved February 24th, 1853, Session Acts 
:1852-3, p. 151, said section being the followii:ig: "Hereafter twenty-five per centum of 
the State revenue shall be annually set apart and become State school moneys. and 
.should be distributed annually for the support of organized school townships." 
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1862.. .• . . . . . . . . . . .• . . .• . . . . . . Nothing. 
186:3.... .• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .• Nothing. 
'rwentieth, in 1864 ......•.... $169,685 56 
18()5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . Nothing. 
Twenty-first. in 186() . . . . . • . . • 42,G98 81 
1867 . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . Nothing. 
Twenty-second, in 1868....... 263,726 54 
'l'wenty-third, in 1869.... •. . . 308,:369 43 

Twenty-fourth, in 1870 ..•.••• $517,159 99' 
Twenty-fifth, in 1871..... . • • • 339,567 82 
'rwenty-sixth, in 1872.... .. . . 355,681 80· 
Twenty-seventh, in 1873...... 351,876 41 
Twenty-eighth. in 1874....... 410,269 28 
Twenty-ninth, in 1875........ 466,305 52 
Thirtieth, in 1876.... • . . . . . . . . 470,120 61 
Thirty-first, in 1877........ . • 539,697 71 

The appropriations from the revenue fund were first made in 1854, 
being one-fourth of the State revenue collected from November 1st, 
1853, to January 31st, 1854, and afterward, by another act of' the Leg
islature, 25 per cent. of the revenue collections, proper, as follows: 

First, in 1854 .........•.•.... 
Second, in 1855 .......•.•.... 
Third, in 1856 .............. . 
Fourth, in 1857 .........•.... 
Fifth, in 1858 •.•.•..•.•..••.. 
Sixth, in 1859 .•.......•.••.. 
Seventh, in 1860 ....•........ 
lf.:61 ...........•...•........ 
1862 .....•.................. 
1863 ..•.•................... 
1864 .........•.............. 
1865 ..•....•...•...•••..•.•• 

$ 74,178 57 
108,962 01 
119,853 33 
14:3,488 38 
165,626 75 
19,1,026 88 
203,732 82 
Nothing. 
Nothing. 
Nothing. 
Nothing. 
Nothing. 

1866 . . . . . . . . • . . . .. .. . . . • . .. • Nothing. 
1867.................. . . . . . • Nothing. 
Eighth, in 1868 ..............• $217,011 I(} 
Ninth, in 186!)... •. . . . . . . . . . . • 218,740 64 
Tenth, in 1870 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228,629 64 
Eleventh, i'' 1871............. 243,UJ7 33 
'l'welfth, in 1872.............. 255,4,75 11 
'l'hirteenth, in 1873...... . . . . . 215.669 9(} 
Fonrteenth, in 1874........... 254.,770 55· 
li'ifteenth, in 1875 . . . . . . . . . . . . 310,809 49 
Sixteenth, in 1876 . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. 311,052 25 
Seventeenth, in 1877.......... 305.515 80 

In 1821, St. Louis, compared to what it now is, was a straggling 
village without commerce, without manufactures, without regular 
steamboat communication, without rail or rock roads, without telegraphs, 
without street cars or gas, without schools, and with the common wooden 
flat for ferry crossing, instead of the magnificent tubular bridge which 
now spans the Mississippi. In 1821, her total popnlatio11 was about 
12,000; in 18!)0, nearly 200,000; and in 1876, more than 500,000. 
In 1821, there were only 429 tax-payers in the city of St. Louis, the 
taxable wealth of no one of whom was larger than $20,000, very few of 
them as high as $10,000, and a lurge majority of them under $5,000. 
The total taxes levied for that year in the city was $3,823.80. For the 
fiscal year ending Sept. 30, 1860, the city of St. Louis paid into the 
State Treasury taxes and licenses to the amount of $V32,027.33, In 
1872, the tax-rolls exhibit the names of 400 tax-payers, only 29 short of 
the list of 1821, no one of whom pays on assessed valuations of less 
than $50,000, several of them over a million, and all of them together 
more than sixty millions. 
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From these meagre beginnings, behold the colossal proporti0ns we 
have attained as a State, our wonderful achievements in the arts, in 

· commerce, in wealth and population, and in all the varied industries. 
which distinguish the civilization of our eventful e'ra. Mark the potential 
influences which have opened the rich fountains of individual and incor
porated enterprise; which have· vivified and expanded the fields of 
knowledge; which have quickened the spirit, ·by enlarging the means,. 
of State and international commerce. 

Neither at the time of the settlement at Ste. Genevieve,' nor for 
several years after the acquisition of Louisiana by Mr. Jefferson, was the 
steamboat known ; and therefore no steam vessel of any kind navigated 
any of the waters of the world. Even as late as the war of 1812, 
railroads for the transportation of freight and passengers had not been 
invented; and the electric telegraph, as a means of communicating 
intelligence, did not occur to the wildest fancy for a generation afterward. 
Now the telegraph encircles the globe, scaling the highest moimtains 
and spanning the deepest and broadest seas, annihilating intervening 
space and bringing continents together, and making next-door neighbors 
every kindred and tongue, nation and tribe on the face of the earth. 
Missouri then had not a mile of railway. Now it has more than three 
thousand mile1:1 ; and the shrill whistle of the locomotive is heard on its 
mountain tops and reverberating with mellowed music slong its richest 
valleys. 

In 1821, Missouri was a frontier State, unknown even by name to a 
large majority of the people of our own seaboard. Now it contains a 
population of tw0 millions of people, owning a taxable wealth of nearly 
six hundred million:s of dollars ; is entitled to fifteen votes in the electoral 
college, and in the number of its inhabitants proudly ranks as the fifth 
State in a sisterhood of thirty-eight States. · 

Who, then, can doubt or deny that Missouri has achieved, and is 
achieving, a distinguished destiny? 

It can now be truthfully said of it, there is no speech nor language 
where its voice is not heard. Its line is gone out through all the earth, 
and its words to the end of the world. It pessesses more of the elements 
of wealth and prosperity than any other State, old or new, inland or 
seaboard; and, blessed with a wise administration of its government and. 
the smiles of a gracious Providence, will become one of the cherished 
spots of earth, consecrated as the home of religion and liberty, and tho 
keystone of the arch of an indestructible Union. 
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We cannot more befittingly portray the influence which Missouri is 
destined to exert in the moral and political re:;eneration of our country 
than by quoting the glowing lines of Bryant: 

"Who shall place 
A limit to the giant's unchained strength, 
Or curb his swiftness in the forward race? 
Far, like the comet's way through infinite space, 
Stretches the long, untraveled path of light, 
Into the depths of ages; we may trace 
Afar, the brightening glory of its flight, 
'Till the receding rays are lost to human sight. 







CHAPTER XXV. 

1860,-RETURNS OF ELECTIONS FROM 1860 TO 1870.-PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 011' 1860.
UNEXAMPLED EXCITEMENT ATTENDING IT.-NATIONAL CONVENTIONS TO NOMINATE, 
CANDIDATES.-FOUR CANDIDATE~, DOUGLA.S, BRECKENRIDGE, BELL AND LINCOLN, 
NOMINATED-A. QUADRANGULAR CONTEST.-ABRAHAM LINCOLN ELECTED PRESIDENT.
GUBERNATORIAL CANVASS IN l\f!SSOURI.-CLAIBORNE F. JACKSON, HANCOCK JACKSON, 
JAMES B. GARDlllNHIRE AND 8A.MPLE ORR CANDIDATES FOR GOVERNOR.-.A.N EXCITING 
AND BITTER CONTEST OVER THE SLAVERY !SSUES.-0. F. J A.CKSON ELECTED GOVERNOR• 

ELECTION OF 1860-FOR GOVERNOR-
Claiborne F Jackson, Douglas 

Democrat ................. . 
Sample Orr, American .....•.• 
Hancock Jackson, Brecken

ridge Democrat ......•..•.• 
James B. Gardenhire, Repub-

74,446 
64,583 

11,415 

lican ....................... . 6,135 
.Jackson's majority over Orr, 9,863 

Thomas c. Reynolds elected 
Lieutenant Governor. 

Whole number of votes cast for 
Governor... . . . .. . . • . .. . . . • .. 158,579 

Total population of State in 
1860 ........................ 1,182,012 

ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT-1860-
Stephen A. Douglas, Demo-

crat . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . 58,801 
John Bell, Union..... • . . . . . • . 58,372 
John C. Breckenridge, Demo-

crat ..•..................... 
Abraham Lincoln, Republican 
Douglas' majority over Bell ... 
Douglas' majority over Breck-

31,317 
17.028 

429 

enridge .. . .. • • . . .. . . .. .. .. . . 27 ,484 
Whole number of votes cast for 

President.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 165,518 
ELECTION OF 1864-FOR GOVERNOR

Thomas C. Fletcher, Republi-
can ......................... .. 

Thomas L. Price, Democrat 
71,531 
30,406 

Fletcher's majority over Price 41,125 
Whole number of votes cast .. 101,937 

ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT-1864-
Abraham Lincoln, Republican 71,676 
Geo. B. McClellan, Democrat 31,626 

J,incoln's majority over McClel-
lan . . . . •• • . •. . • . • .• .. • . .. .• 40,050 

For constitutional convention 89,215 
Against constitutional conven-

tion........................ 51,422 

Majority for convention.... 37,793 

Er"ECTION OF 1865-oN NEW 
CONSTITUTION-
For new constitution .. • . . • • • • 43,670 
Against new constitution...... 41,808 

Majority for new constitution 1,862 

ELECTION OF 1866-STATE SUPERIN
TENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS-
T. A. Parker, Republlcan...... 02,187 
John F. Williams, Democrat 40,968 

Parker's majority over Williams 20,859 
Total number of votes cast ••• • 104,77'5 

ELECTION OF 1868-FOR GOVERNOR-
J oseph W. McClurg, Republican 82,107 
Johns. Phelps, Democrat.... 62,780 

McClurg's majority over Phelps 19,327 
Whole number of votes cast .••• 144,887 

SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT TO THE CON
STITUTION-
Against striking out the word 

"white".................... 74.053 
For striking out the word 

"white''. .......... • •• ·.•••• 55,286 

:Majority againstnegro suffrage 18,817 

ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT-1808-
U. S. Grant Republican...... • • 85,071 
Horatio Seymour, Democrat... 59,7$~ 

Grant's majority over Seymour 25,888 
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In some respects the Presidential election of 1860 was the most 
remarkable in the history of the Republic; remarkable for the events 
which preceded and attended, as well as those that followed it. It is 
destined, therefore, long to live in our public annals with the freshness 
and vigor of a new event. 

It hnd been immediately preceded by the most notable and exciting, 
if not the most important political proceedings in Congress, and among 
the people, which up to that period had occurred since the ndoption of 
the Constitution. Among these may be mentioned, as of the greatest 
significance, the renewal with unexampled violence of the slavery ngitation, 
the repeal of the Missouri compromise of 1820, the Kansas-Nebraska 
controversy, the pnssuge of the Personal Liberty bills by several of the 
northern States, the John Brown raid at Harper's Ferry in Virginia, 
and the belligerent and disunion utterances of various distinguished and 
trusted leaders of the South. 

-While the popular excitement occasioned by these events wns at its 
height, the Presidential canvass of 1860 was opened. In the number of 
the parties to it, and the character of the gentlemen composing the 
tickets presented for the support of the Amerirnn people, the canvass 
was a faithful reflex of popular sentiment ; for while it is true the slavery 
question was the chief issue in the struggle, it assn med a multiplicity of 
forms, and separated the people of the United States into four grand 
divisions, each represented by its national convention and nominees for 
President and Vice President. It was, therefore, a quadrangular contest; 
and could not fail, on account of the inflammable nature of the questions 
discussed and the highly respectuble character of the tickets presented, 
to excite the profoundest interest in every State in the Union. 

As this contest greatly influenced the course of political events in 
Missouri, it is proper that a summary of the proceedings of the several 
National Conventions should be given at this point. 

The Democratic party was the first to march from its tents to the 
open field, and to organize for the struggle. As early as April 
23d, its National Convention met in the great hall of South Carolina 
Institute, in the city of Charleston. About six hundred delegates, 
representing thirty-two States, assembled. On the second clay, Caleb 
Cushing, of Massachusette, was chosen permanent president-a selection 
which was very befitting nnd significant under the circumstances, and 
one that gave universal satisfaction to the violently-discordant elements 
which were now brought face to face in close contact. 

All through the immediately preceding years, in Congress, in the 
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public press and iri the primary assemblies of the people, and notably 
in many of the conventions to elect delegates, there had been premon
itions of the coming storm which threatened the unity and success of the 
Democratic organization, a venerable political fabric whose foundations, 
it was claimed, were laid by Jefferson sixty years before. 

Mr. Cushing made an able, a powerful address to the convention, and: 
as conciliatory in spirit as the rugged character of the issues it was called 
upon to confront would justify. Yet he was bold and uncompromising 
in his hostility to the policy, as he understood it, of the Republicans, the 
most formidable enemy of the party in whose name his utterances were 
delivered. He declared it to be the mission of the Democratic party 
to "reconcile popular freedom with constituted order," and to maintain 
"the sacred reserved ri;hts of the sovereign States ;" that the Republi
cans were "laboring to overthrow the Constitution," and "to produce in 
this country a permament sectional conspiracy-a traitorous sectional 
conspiracy of one-half of the States of the Union against the other 
half;" and that, " impelled by the stupid ancllrnlf insane spirit of faction 
and fanaticism, they would hurry our land on to revolution and to civil 
war." He declared it to be the "high and noble J3'art of the Democratic 
party of the Union to withstand-to strike down and conquer" these 
"banded enemies of the Constitution." 

To these utterances there was an universal response of approval in tl 
convention. Nevertheless, when that bo<ly came to construct its pla 
form of principles, serious bickerings arose on the subject of slavery; anc. 
on the evening of the fourth day of its session, three reports were pre
sented from the committee on resolutions: the majority report by Wil
liam W. A very, of North Carolina ; the n1inority report by H. B. Payne, 
of Ohio, and a resolution endorsing the Cincinnati platform of 1856, 
without alteration, by Ben. F. Butler, of Massachusetts. These reports 
were debated amidst a tempest of excitement for several days. The 
vote being finally taken, Mr. Butler's resolution was rejected by an 
emphatic majority, and the minority report-the Douglas platform
adopted. This result disrupted the convention. Most of the southern 
or ultra pro-slavery delegates withdrew, organized in Military Hall 
by choosing James A. Bayard, of Delaware, as president, and proceeded 
to adopt the resolutionspresented by Mr. Avery from the majority of 
the committee-the anti-Douglas platform. ·without nominating a Pres
idential ticket, they adjourned to meet in Richmond, Virginia, on Monday, 
June 11th. Assembling at that place on that day, they adjourned 
to Baltimore, with the view of re-entering the convention, which had 
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adjourned to meet in that city on June 18th, and defeating, if possible, 
the nomination of :Mr. Douglas. 

No sooner had the convention re-assembled in Baltimore, Mr. Cushing 
again in the chair, than bitter controveesy arose as to the admission of 
the " seceders," as they were called, to seats. This question greatly 
<listurbed the harmony and good feeling of the body, and threatened· 
(let it be settled as it might) to rend the convention in pieces. 

On the fourth clay of the session, the committee to whom tho snhject 
had been referred made two reports: the majority recommending the 
admission of the Douglas delegates, in place of the " soceders," from 
Louisiana and Alabama, and parts of delegations from other States. The 
minority report was against the admission of any new delegates. 

On Friday, June 22, the majority report was adopted, and this occa
sioned another explosion. The whole or parts of the delegates from 
Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Maryland, California, Delaware, 
and Missouri withdrew, and on the following moming a majority of the 
Massachusetts delegates, headed by Mr. Cushing himself, the president, 
also withdrew. On the retirement of Mr. Cushing, David Tod of Ohio, 
one of the vice-presidents, was called to preside, whereupon the con
vention proceeded to the nomination of a Presidential ticket. Ou the 
second ballot, of the 194~ votes cast, Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, 
r8ceived 181:!, and was declared the nominee for President; James 
Fitzpatrick of Alabama was nominated for Vice-Presideut; but declining, 
the national committee filled the vacancy with Herschel V. Johnson of 
Georgia. 

At noon on Saturday, June 23, tho "secoder111," now and old, met in 
the hall of Maryland Institute, and permaneutly organized by the elec
tion of Mr. Cushing as president-he thus having tho honor of presiding 
over both conventions. 'A platform having been previously adopted, and 
nothing remaining except the nomination of a Presidential ticket, the 
business of the convention proceeded with the utmost harmony. For 
candidate for President, the ballot stood: John C. Breckenridge of 
Kentucky, 81; Daniel S. Dickinson of New York, 24. Joseph Lane, of 
Oregon, was nominated for Vice-President. Then the convention ad
journed. 

And thus ended the two national nominating conventions of the 
Democratic party in 1860. From these focal centers of political 
excitement there went out with olectl'ic speed, to all parts of the Union, 
a wave of bitterness which threatened to engulf the entire party in 
disaster, and to involve the country in the thl'oes of civil revolution. 
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The week succeeding the adjournment of the Democratic conventions 
at Charleston, a National Convention of the Constitutional Union party, 
composed almost eniirely of the old .. Whig and American parties, met in 
the First Presbyterian Church in Baltimore. Although this convention 
was highly respectable for its numbers and talents, and very enthusiastic 
in its deliberations, there were ten of the States not represented, 
namely: Califomi:.i, Florida, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Oregon, South· Carolina and "Wisconsin. John J. 
Crittenden of Kentucky, chairman of the National Constitutional Union 
committee, called the convention to order, and on his motion Wnshington 
Hunt, of New York, was made permanent president. The proceedings 
of this body were very barrnouious. After adopting with great 
unaminity and enthusiasm, as its platform, " THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
COUNTRY, THE UNION OF THE STATES, AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
LAws," the convention proceeded to ballot for candidates for President 
and Vice-President. Two hundred and :fifty-four votes were cast. John 
Bell, of Tennessee, nnd Edward Everett, of Massachusetts,were nominated 
for President and Vice-President. The convention adjourned on the 
second clay, and the night succeeding a grand ratification meeting was 
held in Monument Square, in Baltimore, which was addressed by some of 
the most distinguished orators of the country. 

During the following week the representatives of the Republican party 
met in the Wigwam in Chicago. George Ashrnun, of Mnssachusetts, 
was made permanent president. A platform composed of seventeen 
resolutions was adopted, which sought to make explicit declarations upon 
the subject of slavery, at that time largely occupying public attention. 
This platform declared each State had the absolute right of the control 
au cl management of its own domestic concerns ; that the new dogma that 
the Constitution of its own force carries slavery into the territories of 
the United States was a dangerous political heresy, revolutionary in its 
tendenc~y, and subversive of the peace and harmony of the country; that 
the normal condition of all the territory of the United States is that of 
freedom, and that neither Congress, nor a territorial legislature, nor any 
individual~, have authority to give legal existence to slavery in any terri
tory of the United States; and that the re-opening of the African slave 
trade, under cover of our national fl.ng, aided by perversions of judicial 
power, was a crime against humanity and a burning shame to our country 
and age. Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois, and Hannibal Hamlin, of 
Maine, were made the nominees for President and Vice-President, and 
the convention adjourned with nine cheers for the ticket. 
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This quac1rangular contest for the Presidency-substantially only trian
gular in Missouri-deeply moved our people, and engenc1ered a bitter
ness of party spirit and a popular turbulence unknown to former 
elections. On account of their comparative numerical weak11ess, the 
Republicans of the State did not play a very prominent part in the 
passing drama. But the war between the Douglas and Breckenridge 
"wings '' of the Democratic party was :fierce beyond measure, and 
exceedingly personal. Taking advantage of these intestine feuds in the 
dominant party in the State, the friends of Bell and Everett hoped not 
only to carry their State ticket 1n August, but their Presidential electors 
in November ; and to this end directed the best powers of their organiz
ation. Their policy was to foment the prevailing discord and thus 
achieve a triumph over both "wings" of their opponents. Before the 
August election, however, the Douglas and Breckenridge Democrats, 
notwithstanding each had a candidate for Governor in the field, 
agreeing to disagree in regard the Presidential nominees, united in the 
support of a common State ticket, and elected C. F. Jackson governor 
over Sample Orr by nearly ten thousand majority. Still the Presidential 
canvass was prosecuted with great vigor and enthusiasm, resulting in 
November in the choice of the Douglas over the Bell electors by ouly 
429 votes. 

It was quite natural that Missouri, being the only border slave-holding 
State west of the Mississippi river, and lying contigu<1us to Kansas, 
should be deeply involved in the agitation and interested in the settle
ment of the territorial complications connected with the subject of 
slavery. Her people were very largely emigrants from, or descendants 
of, Kentucky, Virginia, and other southern States, and therefore very 
naturally sympathized with the people of those Stutes in the mainten
ance of their peculiar institution. Nevertheless much of the leaven of 
an intelligent conservatism pervaded the popular mind, and as a people 
they were not, in the language of Governor Stewart's last message, "to be 
frightened from their propriety by the past unfriendly legislation of the 
North, or dragooned into secession by the restrictive legislation of the 
extreme South." Yet they were fearfully agitated by the slavery issues 
of the times, and quite a large number of their puhlic men were appar
ently ready for the adoption of extreme if not revolutionary measures. 
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JIA y Sm'lsION ()I<' •r1rn J,1mISLATUmc.-lluRNING m' THE OSAGE RAILROAD BRIDGE.

s·r11:111,1NG PtnCtr. APPOINTl!lD MA,roH-GENinUL OF THE STATE FORCES.-FLIGHTOF GOV• 

.lr.HNOI! .r ACKAON l<'HOM -rrm 0Al'l'l'AL.-IiE CALLS THE LEGISLATURE TO MEET AT NEOSHO. 

-A J<'ltii.GMIGN'l' 01r IT ASSICMDLll1S.-PROCEEDINGS OF THE SENA'fE.-SECESSION 0RDI· 

NANG!~ PMlSJm.-ISAAC N. SHAMDAUGH'S CrrtCULAR.-GOVERNOR JACKSON'S MESSAGE 

AI'l'OIN'l'ING 01r1rr01ms 01' '· '.rrm STATE GUARD."-'l'HE NEOSHO-CASSVILLE LEGISLATURE 

Al>JOUltNS 'fO MmcT AT NEW MADRID.-Tmi: SESSION NEVEU HELD THERE. 

Tho Twenty-first Goneral Assembly met in Jefferson City on December 
31st, 18GO, under· peculiarly embarrassing circumstances. Ten days 
before it convened, South Carolina had passed an ordinance of secession, 
and before the 20th of January four other southern States-Mississippi, 
J3'lo!'.ida, Alabama and Georgia-added to the complications and di:fliculties 
of the situation by following South Carolina's example. But these were 
not all of the embarrassments which environed the Legislature. The 
preceding national and state canvass, discussed more at length in the last 
ch.apter, resulted in returning to the Legislature representatives of the 
four political parties or fragments of parties into which the people were 
divided. Three of these were of nearly equal strength in the General 
Assembly, and neither of them singly had controlling power in either 
branch. The Senate consisted of 33 members, divided as follows: 
Breckenridge Democrats, 15; Douglas Democrats, 10; Union or Bell-. 
Everett men, 7; Republicans, 1. The Ho11se, containing 132 members, 
was divided as follows.: Breckenridge ·Democrats, 4 7; Union or Bell
Everett men, 37 ; Douglas Democrats, 36; Republicans, 12. 

The excitino- character of the public questions which divided and dis
tracted the p~ople, and the fearful imminence of a bloody civil war, 
were well calcuh~ted to agitate the currents of legislation, and so deeply 
to disturb them as to render their outflow historical. No one need 
marvel, therefore, that the proceedings of the :x.xrst General Assembly 



HISTORY OF MISSOURI. 

were of the most turbulent character, and withal of unusual importance 

to the people. The outgrowth of a revolutionary period, they left their 

impress upon tbe State, and were of such significance and import as to 

j nstify a brief historical summary in this place. 
The Legislature was organized by the election of John McAfce, of 

Shelby, as Speaker of the House, the vote being: John McAfee, 77 ; 

Marcus Boyd, of Greene, 43; Thomas L. Price, of Cole, 4; Samuel Hyer, 

Jr., of Dent, 1. Mr. McAfee was a representative of the extreme 

pro-slavery wing of the Democratic party. Thomas IL Murray, 

(Douglas Democrat), of Benton, was elected Chief Clerk. Warwick 

Hough, of Cole - now one of Supreme Court Judges-was chosen 

Secretary of the Senate. 
On January 4th, 1861, Claiborne F. Jackson, of Howard, who had 

been elected, as a Douglas Democrat, Governor Stewart's successor, was 

inaugurated as Governor. While Governor Stewttrt's farewell message 

ccmcluded with a thrilling appeal for the maintenance of the Union, in 

which he depicted the horrors of secession, revolution and war, Governor 

Jackson's inaugural insisted (as did his celebrated resolutions of 1849) 

that the destiny of the slave-holding States in this Union is one and the 

same ; that it will be impossible to separate Missouri's fate from that of 

her sister States who have the same social org:1nization ; that in the event 

of a failure to reconcile the conflicting interests which now threaten the 

disruption of the existing Union, interest and sympathy alike combine 

to unite the fortunes of all the slave-holding States; that Missouri 

will not shrink from the duty which her position upon the border 

imposes, but determine her "to stand by the South"; that the State was 

in favor of remaining in the Union so long as there was any hope of 

maintaining the guarantees of the Constitution; and that he was utterly 

opposed to the doctrine of coercion, in any event, as leading to consolid

ation and despotism. Believing thnt Missouri was entitled to a voice in 

the settlement of the questions then pending in the country, he recom

mended the immediate call of a State convention "that the will of the 

people may be ascertained and effectuated"-adding, "it may soon 

become necessary to send delegates to a convention of the southern 

States, or of all the States." 
No time was lost by the Legislature in entering upon the consider

ation of Governor Jackson's recommendation in reo-ard to calling: 
::::> ~ 

a State convention; for on January 6th, on motion of Samuel 

B. Churchill, a Senator from St. Louis, the committee on Federal 

Relations was instructed to report a bill for that purpose. Three days 
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thereafter a hi11 was reported to both Houses, as the joint work 
of the committee of both Houses; and, after debate and 11.mendments in 
each House, it finally passed-in the House (yeas 105, nays 18,) on 
January 17th; in the Senate (yeas 30, nays 2,) on the following day. 

During tl;ie pcndency of the bill some proceedings were had of sufficient 
importance to merit special mention, that they may be reclaimed, im
perfectly and partially it may be, from the great sea of forgetfulness in 
which too many of the transactions of our public bodies nre engulfed. 

In the House, on January 14th, Mr. Virginius Randolph, of St. 
Charles, (Union-Bell-Everett), proposed so to amend the bill as to 
provide, for taking the sense of the people at the time of electing dele
gates, whether any action of the Convention relative to a separation of 
the 8tate from tho Federal Union should be finally submitted to them at 
the polls for their ratification or rejection. 

This was one form, bnt not the most direct, of circumventing the efforts 
of those who would hastily and inconsiderately sever the ligament which 
bound the State to the Union, and thus plunge it into the bloody vortex 
of secession and civil war. Yet it was a tender to the extreme men i11 
the Legislature, of "the rugged issue,'' and they so accepted and 
opposed it. 

Not satisfied with the comparative indirectness of the method proposed 
by Mr. Randolph, and inspired by the discussion which supervened to a 
bolder step, Mr. Alfred T. Lttcey,of Cape Girardeau, (also Union-Bell
Everett), on the 16th of January, offered the following substitute for 
Mr. Randolph's amendment: 

SEC. 10. But said Convention, when so assembled, shall have no power to alter or change the existing relations of the State of Missouri with the Government of the United 
States or any State thereof, until the act, ordinance or resolution making such change be submitted to the people of this State and approved by a majority of the qualified voters 
voting at s:.dd election. 

This brought the House directly to· confront two important questions: 
1.-The consideration of the two theories, each widely differing frnm 
the other, of the nature and functions of conventions, and 0f the authority 
of the General Assembly, in the act creating them, to restrict or in any 
manner to control their action; 2.-The policy of the State seceding 
at that time from the Union. 

The general conception of a convention is, that it is a body of dele
gates, chosen by the voters of a State, to perform certain legislative 
duties connected with the enactment of the ftmdamental law-that is, 

20 
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to amend, remodel, or form nnew a constitution for the government 

of the constituency it represents. In the general definition of a conven

tion here given, the term "delegates" is employed in its legal sense, as 

distinguished from the term "representatives," which is defined by Lord 

Brougham to he a body of persons, chosen hy the people, to whom the 

power of the people is partecl with, anrl who perform the part in the 

government '~hich, hut for this transfer, would have been performed by 

the people themselves.1 But the convention proposed to be authorized 

by the act before the Mi::;souri Legislature was not intem1ed to frame, 

amend, or put in operation whnt is popularly known as a constitution, 

but "to consider the then exi::;ting relations between the government of 

the United States, the people and governments of the different States, and 

the government and people of the State of Mis,.;ouri ; and to adopt such 

measures for vinclieating the sovereignty of the State ~tnd the protection 

of its institutions, as shall appear to them to he denrn,nded." (See 

section 5 of the Act.) Nevertheless the two general theories of conven

tions were discussed; First, that the convention called would he a 

strictly representative body, acting for and in the name of the sovereign 

people, and would be possessed, by actual or constnwtive transfer, of all 

the powers inherent in the people; and therefore it,; action could not be 

restricted by the law calling it together: Secondl!J, that the convention 

would be a collection of delegates appointed by the peoplt~, through the 

agency and by the adoption of an act of the General Assembly, to 

perform certain determinate functions and duties, which are defined iu 

the eommil'lsion under which it eonveues. 

Mr. Lacey's substitute propounded the latter theory, and hence immedi

ate steps were taken to dispose of it unfavorably; and with· thi,, view 

Mr. John C. ·watkins (Breckenridge Democrat), of Ste. Genevieve, 

moved to lay it on the table, which was disagreed to-yeas 4 7, nays 68 . 

.After which it was adopted-yeas 81, nays 40-the vote politically 

classified being: Yeas-Union-Bell-Everett, 27; Douglas Democrats, 

23; Breckemiclge Democrats, 18; Republicans, 12. .Nays-Union-Bell

Everett, 3; DJuglas Democrat~, 12; Breckenridge Democrats, 25 ; 

Republicans, uone. 

On January 16th, Mr. John D. Stevenson (Republican), of St. Louis, 

introduced n substitute for the entire hill, entitled an act makin o

application to Congress for the call of a convention to propose amend~ 
ments to the Federal Constitution. It was preceded by a preamble which 

IJamesoP.'"' "Constitutional Convention,'' p. 290. 
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recited, am?1"6 other things, that the application of the Legislatures of 
two-thirds of the States to Congress for the mill of a convention for the 
purposes rnc:rntioncd, is a means pl'Ovided in the fifth article of the Con~ 
stitution for the redrnss of all grievances within the Union; and, having the 
fullest confidence in this peaceful mode of settling national difficulties, 
therefore it was proposed to enact, ( 1) that the General Assembly make 
npplication to Congress for the call of said convention; and, ( 2) upon 
the passage of this act the Governor of the State should tmnsmit copies 
of the same to the governors of the several States, to be laid before their 
il.'espective Legislatures, ancl a like copy to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, to be presented to their respective Houses. 

:Mr. Stevenson addrnssed the house at great length in explanation and 
defense of the bill, and in vindication of the principles of the party that 
elected Mr. Lincoln to the presidency; predicting that Mr. Lincoln 
would adminster the government according to the Constitution and in a 
manner that would maintain the rights of the South. 

'l'he vote being taken, the ;mbstitute was rejected-yeas 12, nays 105; 
those voting :for the substitute being Messrs. John C. Cavender, Felix 
Coste, Ranclolph Doehn, John Doyle, Meyer Friede, R. M. Hanna, 
Madison Miller, George M . .Moore, N. G. Murphy, James W. Owens, 
George Partridge and John D. Stevenson-all from St. Louis, and 
Republicans, except Mr. Murphy, Douglas-Democrat, of Dunklin, and 
Mr. 0 wens, Un ion-Bell-Everett, of Franklin. 

The original bill, us reported from the Committee on Federal Relations . 
and as afterwards amended by the House, was then adopted-yeas 105, 
nays 18; the nays being Messrs. Stephen C. Allen, of Harrison; John 
C. Cavender, of St. Louis; Felix Coste, of St. Louis; vVm. J. Devol, 
of Or~nvford; Randolph Doehn, of St. Louis; John Doyle, of St. Louis; 
W. C. Duvall, of McDonald; Meyer Friede, of St. Louis; James M. 
Gordon, of Boone; R. M. Hamm, of St. Louis; W. K. Harman, of 
Newton; Madison Miller, of St. Louis; George M. Moore, of St. Louis; 
James '\V. Owens, of Franklin; George Partridge, of St. Louis; James 
Peckam, of St. Louis; Wm. S. Pollard, of Caldwell; and John D. 
Stevenson, of St. Louis. Republicans-Cavender, Coste, Doehn, 
Doyle, Friede, Hanna, Miller, Moore, Partridge, Peckam and Stevenson 
-11. Dou.qlas Deniocmts-Allen and Duvall-2. Breckenridge 
Dlitnocrats-Harman_.:_1. Union-Bell-Eve1·ett-Devol, Gordon, Oweus 
and Pollard-4. 

The bill wa:s immediately reported to the Senate, where Mr. C. H. 

Hardin (Union-Bell-Everett), from the Boone and O'.·.t····.JJ .. al··.'.~.· .... ydistrict, and 
.. if f : 
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Governor of the State in 1874--76, introduced an amendment to strike 
out the 10th section, intierted in the House bill on motion of Mr. Lacy, 
am1 insert the following: 

"Sec. 10. No act. ordinltnce or resolution of said Convention shall be deemed to be valid 
to change or dissolv~ the politieltl relations of this State to the Government of the United 
States or to any other State, until a majority of the qualified voters of this State, voting 
upon the question, shall ratify the same." 

l'lfr. Hardin, in explanation of his amendment, mitintained that the 
section, as it stood in the House bill, was a very awkward affair. He 
desired a plainer provision on the subject; one whieh could not be 
misunder,.,tood or misinterpreted. He was quite anxious to make it sure 
that any action of the convention changing the relations between 
Missouri and the Government of the United States should he submitted 
to the people and receive their sa11ctio11 before becoming valid. And if 
the House shared his desires and convictions on the subject, (and from 
its action he supposed it dicl,) there would be no delay in concuning in 
the amendment if the Senate adopted it. 

Considerable debate ensued, participated in hy M. M. Parsons, of 
Cole; M. C. Goodlett, of Johnson; Charles .Jones, of Franklin; ,John 
8cott, of Bnchanan; Samnel B. Churchill, of St. Louis; Iiobcrt 'Wilson, 
of Andrew, ancl others, during which the authority of a legislature to 
limit the powers of a Convention was denied and atlirmed, mid the policy 
of a more explicit dec1aration on the subject tlrnn the House hill pro
vided, was discussed. Mr. Clrnrchill was prominent in the maintenance 
of the doctrine that the General Assembly had no power over the actio1 
of the convention; tlrnt that body when it assembled could do as it 
pleased, and that all the enactments of the Legislature could at best he 
but advisory. The vote being .taken on Mr. Hardin's amendment, it 
was adopted by a very close vote-yeas, 17; 1mys, 15-as follows: 

Yeas.-B. J. Brown, of Ray; Joshua Chilton, of Shannon; Robert G. Coleman, of 
St. Louis; F. T. Frazier, of Greene; John Gullett. of Lawrence; vVestley Halllburton, 
of Sullivan; Charles H. Hardin, of Callaway; John Hyer, of Dent; '.l'homas C. Johnson, 
of St. Louis; H. W. Lyday, of----; W. B. Morris, of St. Louis; M. M. Parsons, of 
Cole; R. L. Y. Peyton, of Cass; James S. Rains, of Ceditr; Preston P. Raid, of Audrnin; 
J. T. V. Thompson, of Olay; and Miles Vernon, of Laclede-17. 

Nays.-Thornton P. Bell, of Saline; Luke Byrne, of New l'tfadricl; Samuel S. Churchill, 
of St. Louis; Thomas B. English, of Ca.pc Girardeau; Wm. S. Fox, of----; M. C. 
Goocllett, of Johnson; Major Horner, of Randolph; Charles Jones, of Franklin; J. H. 
Mcilvaine. of Washington; Thomas Monroe, of Morgan; William Newland, of Ralls; 
Joseph O'Neil, of St. Louis; John Scott, of Buchanan; SamuelH. Stewart, of--
and John Wilson, of Andrew.-15 . 

.Absent on Zeave.-H. C. Wright, of Warren. 
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The bill as amended then passed the Senate-yeas, 30 ; nays, 2; 
Messrs. Gullett and Morris.1 It was, without delay, reported to the 
House, where the same evening, on motion of Mr. George G. Vest, of 
Cooper, the Senate amendment was taken up and concurred in nem. con. 

During the afternoon sessions of the Senate and House-January 18th, 
1861-a communication was received from Governor Jackson, informing 
each body that Hon. Daniel R. Russell, who had been appointed a 
Commissioner from the State of Mississippi, was then in Jefferson City, 
desirous of executing the trust with which he had been charged by that 
commonwealth; to-wit: to inform the people of Missouri "that the 
Legislature of Mississippi had passed an act calling a convention of 
the people of that State to consider the present threatening relations of 
the northern and southem sections of the United States, aggravated 
by the recent election of a President upoti principles of hostility to the 
States of the South, and to express the earnest hope of Mississippi that 
Missouri would co-operate with her in the adoption of efficient measures 
for the common defense and safety of the slave-holding States." Gov
ernor Jackson concluded his communication with the assurance that Mr. 
Russell would embrace "the earliest opportunity" to confer with the 
General Assembly in regard to the important objects of his mission; 
whereupon Mr. Churchill offered a concurrent resolution, which passed 
both Houses without delay, the same evening, appointing committees of 
each House to wait upon the Commissioner and inform him that he was 
invited to address the members of the General Assembly that evening in 
the hall of the House of Hepresentatives. The following committee was 
~lppointed under the resolution; Senate-Samuel S. Churchill, of St. 
Louis, R. L. Y. Peyton, of Cass, and Robert "Wilson, of Andrew. 
House-George G. Vest, of Cooper; Alfred T. Lacey, of Cape Girardeau ; 
J. P. Ament, of Marion; DeWitt C. Ballou, of Benton, aud A. H. 
Conrow, of R:iy. 

A very large audience assembled in the hall of the HGuse to hear Mr. 
Russell. As Mississippi had formally seceded from the Union some ten 
<lays previously, there could be no mistaking the object of Mr. Russell's 
mission, nor what was meant when he in the name of his State expressed 
the hope, in various and artful forms of speech, that Missouri would 
-co-operate with her in the adoption of efficie~t measures for the~~common 
<lefense and safety of the slave-holding States. "Efficient measures" 
were but milder words for secession and war ; and to prepare the General 

1 See Senate Journal, p. 96. 
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Assembly and people of Missouri for both events, and to take such 
action as to precipitate them, were evidently the objects of Mr. Russell's 
mission. 

But the adoption by both branches of the Legisiature, on1y a few 
homs previous to the delivery of bis address, of the act calling a State 
Conve11tion, with an explicit provision th:tt no ordinance of secession 
could be valid unless submitted to a vote of the people of the State and 
ratified by them nt the polls, did not to any remnrkablc extent brighten 
the prospects of such a consummation, how devoutly soever some may 
have desired it. In short, Mr. Russell's "mission" was a failure, and, 
to a 1arge extent, his address also. 

•·The Peace Congress," as it wns called, which was proposed to be 
held in Washington City, on February 4th, 1861, attracted much 
attention and elicited much favorable comment in Missouri; its ohject 
being to agree, if possible, upon some plan of adjustment of existing 
di:fficnlties, so as to preserve the honor and equal rights of the sbve
holcling States, :.ind avert the threatened liltorm of secession and war. 

Ou January 29th, Mr. Thomas C. Johnson, of St. Louis, introduced 
into the Missouri Senate a joint resolution appointing as Commissioners 
to said Convention or "Congress" the f(")llowing distinguished citizens: 
Waldo P. Johnson, of St. Clair; A. W. Doniphan, of Clay; John D. 
Coalter, of St. Charles, and Aylett II. Buckner, of Pike. s~ricl Com
missioners "n l ways to be under the control of the General Assembly, 
except when the Convention slmll be in session, during which time they 
shall be under the control of the Convention ;" a very unique provision, 
and one which tit the time of its introduction cn,w:;ed people to put on 
their studyiug-etips. Amendnrnnts were at once pl'Oposed to the sub
stm1ce, but uot to the phmseology of the resolution. Mr. Parsons, of 
Cole, moved to n,dd the name of David R. Atchison, and J\Ir .• Johnson 
that of Ferdinand Kennett; whereupon ?IIr. Scott moved to strike out 
Ferdinand Kennett and insert N. W. "Watkins. Mr. Scott's motion 
failed-yeas, 11; nnys, 16. Mr. Parsons' passed, 17 to 10, and the 
resolution tis amended was agreed to. Being reported to the House fo1· 
its concmrencc, Mr. Aikman "'VY elch, of Johnson, moved to strike out 
the Commissioners named by the Seuate and insert the following, viz: 
"Willard 'p. Hall, of Bucha11a11; John F. Ryland, of Lafayette; Ster1ing 
Price, of Chariton; John B. Henderson, of Pike; ,John D. Coalter, of' 
t1t. CharlcR, Hamilton R. Gamble, of St. Louis, and Ferclinaucl Kennett,. 
of St. Louis. After discussion, Mr. Welch's amendment, together with 
the griginal resolution from the Senate, was (on motion of Mr. McAfee,. 
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the Speaker), to the surpl"ise of everybody, laid on the table-yeas, 57 ;. 
nays, 50. On the following day, however, on motion of Mr. Ament, of 
Marion, the vote was reconsidered, 75 to 30, and the substitute of Mr. 
Welch disagreed to, 49 to 61; after which the original resolution, having 
been amended in phraseology, was again laid on the table. On the 
following day, on motion of Mr. Nat. C. Claiborne, of Jackson (now of· 
St. Louis), Messrs. vYaldo P. Johnson, John D. Coalter, A. W. Don
iphan, Harrison Hongh, and A. H. Buckner, were appointed Commis
sioners, and the Senate concunec1. The gentlemen appointed left 
without delay for Washington City, and met ''The Peace Congress," of 
which Ex-President John Tyler,'of Virginia, was elected President. 

As a part of the legislative war-history of the State, the following 
resolutions, introduced into the Senate, J\farch 9th, 1861, by John 
Hyer, of Dent, are inserted here, together with the vote on each: 

1. Resolved by the General Assernl!ly of the State of Missouri, as follows : '!'hat our 
Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Representatives be requested, to oppose the 
passage of all bills or acts grnntiug· supplies of men or money to coerce the seceded 
Sttites into submission or snbjug:1tion. 

2. Resolved, 'l'hat should any such acts or bills be passed by the Congress of the United· 
States, our Senators are instrnct,ed, and our Representatives requested, to retire from 
the lrnlls of Congress. 

3. Resolved, That the Governor of this State is hereby requested to transmit to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, respectively, a copy of these resolutions. 

The question being on the passage of the resolutions, Mr. English 
called for a division of the question, and the first resolution was agreed 
to by tho following vote, 'the ayes and noes having been dem~nded by 
Mr. Halliburton: 

Ayes.-Messrs. Bell, Byrne, Chilton, Churchill, English, Goodlett, Gullett, Halli
burton, Hardin, Homer, Hyer, Lyday, Monroe, O'Niel, Stuart, and Yernon-16. 

Noes.-Messrs. Morris and Newland-2. 
Absent on leave.-J\fossrs. Coleman, Fox, Johnson, Jones, Mcilvaine, Parsons, Peyton, 

Rains, Read, Scott, 'l'hompson, Wilson and Wright-13. 
Siclc.-Mr. Frazier-I. 

The question then being on agreeing to the second resolution, it was 
agreed to by the following vote, the ayes and noes having again been 
demanded by Mr. Halliburton: 

Ayes.-Messrs. Brown, Byrne, Chilton, Churchill, English, Goodlett, Halliburton, 
Hardin, Horner, Hyer, Lyday, Monroe, O'Neil, Stuart and Yernon-15 

Noes.-Messrs. Bell, Morris and Newland-3. 
Absent.-Mr. Gullett. 
Absent on leave and siclc.-As before. 



312 HISTORY OF :MISSOURI. 

The question then being on agreeing to the third resolution, it was 
agreed to. No ~tction was ever had upon the resolutions in the House. 

The conteBt for United State's Senator during this session of the Leg
islature was attended with unusual interest anu excitement, a condition 
larady due to the embanassments and perplexities of the national situ
ati~n and the triangular nature of the contest itself. There were, as we 
have already seen, three political p:1rties represented by an almost equal 
number of members in the Legislature, neither of the divisions, unaided 
hy one of the others, possessing the numerical strength to elect a Senator 
or control legislntion. 

The joint session met on vVednesday, March 13, 1861, and, with vary
ing fortunes, the scvl~ral aspirants and their friends waged fierce battle 
till the Monday following; at which time, on the 15th ballot, ¥Valdo P. 
Johnson, a Breckenridge Democrat, was declared elected for the term of 
six yen,rs from March 4, 1861, the time n,t which James S. Green's term 
expired. 

During the hn,llotings a hrge number of distinguished citizens, repre
senting the different subdivisions into which the people of the State were 
politicn,lly divided, were voted for without success. Prominent among 
thC'se were .James S. Green, of Lewis, Breckenridge Democrat and 
incumbent of the office; A. \i\T. Doniphan, Union-Bdl-Everctt, of Clny; 
John S. Phelps, Douglas Democrat, of Greene; Thomas n. English, 
Douglas Democrat, of Cape Girardeau; Robert Wilson, Union-Bell
Everett, of Andrew; with s.cn,ttering votes for Wi~l:ucl P. Ha1l, Jolin B. 
Henderson, "William Scott of the Supreme Court, Sterliug Price, Hobert 
M. Stewn,rt and others. The whole number of votes cast vibrated 
between 145 and 156, and the vote for Mr. Green from 68 on the first 
ballot to 7? on the eighth, which was the highest vote he received. The 
successful candidate, Mr. Johnson,. was not voted for till the 14th ba,llot, 
the first cast on Monday morning. A. W. Doniphan's smallest vote was 
25. His largest (on the 11th ballot) was 43. The final lmllot, the 15th, 
stood: J ohnsou 87, Doniphan 36, English 28. ·whole number of votes 
cast 146. Necessary to a choice 74.1 

1 On December 10th, 1861, S0lomon Foote, of Vermont, offered a resolution to the U. 
S. Senate, expelling l\fr. Johnson from that body for sympathy ·with and participation 
in the rebellion against the Government of the United States, which was referred to the 
Judiciary Committee. On January 10th, 1862, Lyman 'l'rnmbull, of Illinois, chairman, 
made a report from the committee in favor of the resolution of expnlsion, and it was 
adopted-yeas 35, nays none. (See Congressional Globe, p. 263.) On December 18th, 
1861, Charles Sumner, of Massachusetts, introduced a resolution expelling Trusten "Polk, 
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Much angry debate preceded the election of United States Senator, as angry debate and sectional ranco1· at all periods of our history, and in every place, attended the discussion of the slu.very question. While the debate was pending in the State Senate, Mr. Churchill, of St. Lonis, recalled the fact that he had heard Hon. James S. Green charged with being a secessionist, and believing him misrepresented, he had telegraphed to him at Washington, and the following was his reply : 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 29, 1861. Dear Sii': You are right; my remarks in the Globe prove it. I am for every effort, even that of Crittenden, but when we fail to get justice and security, I am for separation. Let us now have permanent adjustment or pacific division. 
JAMES s. GREEN. 

The financial stringency of the times, added to the fact that the country was rnpidly approaching the perilous verge of civil war, induced the Legislature-March 7, 1861,-to pass a "He lief Law," which provided ( 1) that all executions issued upon nny judgment by a ccrnrt of record should be returnable to the second term of said court after the date of the execution; (2) all executions alreal1y issued from any court of record should be returnable to the second term after the date of writ; ( 3) all €Xecutions issued by justices of the peace should be returnable twelve months after date, aud ( 4) no property should be sold by virtue of any €Xecution until within fifteen days of the return day therefor; the law to remain in force until Jamrnry 1, 1863. The bill passed the Housenyes 89, nays 26 ; the Senate-ayes 17, nays 9. Notwithstanding these large majorities in both Houses in favor of it, the "Relief Law" was very short-lived, for on the 26th of the same month the Supreme Court, in the case of Wm. S. Boxley vs. Richard H. Stephens, decided it unconstitu t.ional and void. 
After a much distmbed and stormy sitting, the :first session of the Twenty-first General A~sembly adjonmed sine die on March 28, 1861. It was not long, however, before it was reconvened in extra session by proclamntion of Gov. Jackson, dated April 22, "for the purpose of enacting such laws and adopting such measures as may be deemed necessary and proper for the more perfect organization and equipment 

also a Senator from Missouri, for the same reasons given in the case of Mr. Johnson. It was referred to the Jlldiciary Committee, and on January 10th, 1862, Lyman Trumbull, of Illinois, chairman, reported in favor of it to the Senate, and it was adopted-yeas 36, nays none. (See Oongr·essional Globe, p. 264.) The v:icancies thus occurring were filled by Lieut. Governor Willard P. Hall, in the absence of Gov. Gamble, by the appointment if Robert Wilson, of Andrew, and John B. Henderson, of Pike. 



314 HISTORY OF :MISSOURI. 

of thr- militia of the St:ite, and to raise money and such other means as 

may be required to place the State in a proper attitude of defence." 

Pursuant to this proclanrntion the Legislatt1re convened in extra session 

. at the Capital on May 2, 1861, ::md atljourned on the 15th, to the third 

Monday in September following. · 

Gov. Jackson's message was a brief, hut serious and momentous paper. 

It recited the fact that since the adjournment in Mn,rch, events affecting 

the peace am1 safety of the country had transpired almost with the 

rapidity of thought, and of a nature well calculated to awaken, in the 

bo;;;orn of every patriot, the most gloomy apprehension. That these 

events indicated but too plaiu]y that our whole country, its constitution 

and laws, were in imminent dnnger of disorder and destruction. He 
dwelt upon the nature and object of the :Federal Constitution :m<l the 

Union of the Stn.tes of which it was the bond; on "the progress of 

thR fonaticism, sectionalism and cupidity of the Northern States, cu1min

nti11g in the triumph of a purely sectional faction;" on the dangerous 

and monstrous perversions of authority by President Lincoln, and of 

the fidelity to the Constitution and the Union prmierved by the people 

of Missouri, and the many and great injuries to which, for the sake of 

peace, they had submitted. He concluded by reciting that the interests 

and sympathies of Missouri are identical with those of the slave-holding 

States, "and necesstirily unite our destiny with theirs." Therefore 

he recommended ihe policy of "arming our people urnl placing the 

State in an attitude for defense ;" of revising and remlering more eflicicnt 

the militin. law, and the adoption of a gootl system of drill and discipline, 

"for the protection of om people against the aggression of all assaibnts.'' 

The session of the L(•gi~laturc, although brief, and from its commence

ment to condmion seriously emlmrrasBcd by extraordinary excitement, 

and apprehensions for the personal safoty of its members, was not 

unfruitful of very important prnceedings. In the midst of fearful wrang

lings, wide-spread terror on account of the capture 0f Camp Jackson, aml 

a turbulence illy fitted to promote deliberation or hannony the I..100-is-
.' t:> 

latnre passed an act suspending the apportionment of the State school 

money for 18Gl; one to authorize couuties to loan money, not exceeding 

$30,000 each, to the State; to authorize the banks of Mi:,souri to issue 

one, two and three dollar notes to the amount of one million five· 

hundred thousand dollars in lieu of the same amount of laro-er notes • 
b ,.. 

to authorize the Governor to pm·chase or leai:;e David Ballontine's foundry 

at Boonville for the manufacture of arms and munitions of war; te> 

authorize the Governor to appoint one major-general, who in time of 
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insurrection, invasion or war should command the entire military force in 
the field; to authorize the Governor, whenever in his opinion the security 
and welfare of the State may require it, to take possession of the railroad 
and telegraph lines within the State ; to place twenty thousand dollnrs at 
the disposal of the Governor to maintain the peace and safety of the 
State, and-having just heard of the capture of Camp Jackson-a short 
act with a long preamble, the preamble reciting that information had 
been received "that the City of St. Louis had been invaded by the 
citizens of other States, and a portion of the people of said city were 
in a state of rebellion against the laws of the State," etc., therefore· 
enacting that the Governor be authorized "to take t>uch measures as. 
in his j uclgment he might deem necessary or proper to repel such invasion 
or put down such rebellion." Certainly a very short, but sweeping 
delegation of authority. Also an act of more than two hundred sections, 
~upplemented by about fifty "Articles of vVar," to provide for the 
organization, government, and support of the military forces (called in the 
act the "Mrssou.Rr S'rATE GUARD") of the State. Also an act author
izing the Governor to borrow one million of dollars to arm and equip 
the militia of the State to repel invasion and protect the lives and 
property of the people.1 The act also created a "Military Fund," to 
consist of all the money then in the treasury or that might thereafter he 
received from the one-tenth of one per cent. on the hundred dollar::; 
levied by the act of November 19, 1857, to complete certain railroads; 
also the proceeds of a tax of fifteen cents on the hundred dollars of the 
assessed value of the taxable property of the several counties in the 
State, and the proceeds of the two mill tax heretofore appropriated for 
educational pmposes. All these various funds were diverted from their 
original uses and made to contribute to the "Military Fund." 

The "Mis110uri State Guard" bill was before the Legi::;Jature, and 
encountering serious resistance, at the time news was received of 
the attack on Camp J~wlrnon by Capt. Lyon, and of its smrender to his 
command. The intelligence so excited that body ,-if indeed "excitement" 
be not too tame a word to typify the panic and convulsion whieh ensued 
-that in less than fifteen minutes the act hnd passed, and was in the 
hands of the Governor for his approval. This commotion had scarcely 
been allayed before a new and greater cause of excitement a.rose. About 
11 o'clock: on the night of May 10th (the night succeeding the capture of 
Camp Jackson) the whole city of J e:fferson was aroused by the ringing of 

irassed the House May 10th, 1861-Yeas 96, Nays 9. (Page 52.) 
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bells and t<honts of men summoning the Legislature to the Capitol. They 
hurriedly assembled there, went into secret sesi::iion to consider the 
·demamls nnd perils of the crisis, and thus continued until past 3 o' cluck 
in the morning. 

The immediate cause of this panic, and of the extraordinary session 
of the Legislature after midnight, was the reception bte that night of a. 
telegrnm, asserted afterwards to be bogus, stating that 2,000 Federal 
troops would leave St. Louis that night for Jeffcn;on City, to capture the 
Governor, State officers, and members of the Legit>btme. 1 To prevent 
the anticipated raid upon 1.he State Capital, the railroad bridge across the 
Osage river, some forty miles distant, was hurned, by order of Gov. 
Jackson, as is supposed. The next day 12,000 kegs of powder were 
sent off in wagons to safe places in the neighboring country, and secreted,. 
and the money in the State Treasury was moved out of town to prevent 
its capture. 

The condition of affairs being better known the next day, because the 
truth was better understood, comp:trative quiet was restored. 

By virtue of the power vested in him by one of 1.he acts of the 
Legislu.tme, above named, Gov. Jackson appointell Ster] ing Price Major 
General of the "State Guard." 

On the day before the final adjournment, Mr. George G. Vest, of 
<Cooper-now a well-known lawyer and politician of Sedalia, Mo.-made 
the following report to the House of Representatives, from the Committee 
on Federal Relations (House Journal, pp. 73, 74 and 75): 

W7iereas, We h:we learned with astonishment :md indignation, that troops in the 
service of the Fecleral Government have snrrouncled and taken prisoners of war, the 
-encampment of State militia lately assembled near the city of St. Louis, in pursuance 
<>f law, and by command of the Governor, for the purpose alone of military instruction; 
and whereas, the united States troops aforesaid, :1ssistecl lJy a mob armed nnder Fedem,l 
authority, have also murdered with nnparallelled atrocity, defenseless men, women and 
children, citizens of Missouri, lawfully and peaeefnlly assembled: Now, therefore, 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate conciwring thei·ein: '!'hat we, the 
representatives of the people of l\Iissonri, in General Assembly convened, du hereby 
protest to the civilized world, and especially our sister States against t1lis illegal, 

!Both Houses met in "extraordinary session" at 11: 30 o'clock p, M. on May 10th, 1861, 
-67 R.epresentatives answering to their names. Number of Senators not stated. 'l'he 
following communication from Gov. Jacl,son was read to each House (House Journal, 
p. 55; Senate Journal, p. 77): 
To the Senate and House of Repi·esentatives. 

I have received information that t~vo regiments of Mr. Blair's troops are now on the 
way to the Capital. 0. F. JACKSON. 
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unchristian and inhuman viofation of our rights by the capture of our militia, 
assembled under the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of this State, 
and the murder of our defenseless people. 

Besolved, 2nd. '.!.'hat whilst Missouri has .been loyal to the Government, struggling for 
its reconstruction, and is now sincerely desirous of an honorable adjustment of existing 
difficulties, she has received. as reward for her fidelity, from persons assuming to act under 
Federal authority, unparalleled insult and wrong. An armed despotism, under infuri
ated partizan leaders, has been inaugurated in our midst, controlled by no law but passion, 
and actuated by the deepest hate against the people of Missouri and their institutions. 
Our railroads are now under military occupation. The steamboat C. E. Hilman, 
engaged in transporting goods from the City of St. Louis to the city of Nash ville, has 
been seized by Government troops within the jurisdiction of this State, and the cargo 
taken out. 'l'he Capital of the State is openly threatened with capture, and our session 
is now being held in the midst of armed citizens hastily assembled for defense. 

Besolved, 3rd. '!'hat it is the unquestioned constitutional right of the State to arm, equip 
and organize her militia for defense against aggression from any qm1rter; and the 
attempt by Capt. Lyon, acting, as he says, under authority from Washington, to use the 
exercise of this right as an excuse for his conduct, evinces but too clearly a disposition 
upon the part of the authorities at Washington to disregard and trample upon the sacred 
rights of the people of Missouri. 

Resolved, 4th. '!'hat the charge of Capt. Lyon, in his letter to Gen. Frost, that the 
proceedings of the State authorities or of this General Assembly, at any time, furnished 
a pretext for the course pursued by him is entirely gratuitous and false. 

Besolved, 5th. 'l'hat the Governor of the State be hereby directed to make demand of 
the President of the United States, whether these outrages have been authorized by the 
Government, antl for the immediate retnrn of the arms, camp equipage and other 
property belonging to this State, lately taken from our military near St. Louis, and for 
the unconditional release of our State troops. 

Resolved, 6th. '!'hat the Governor be requested to take instant action by calling forth 
the militia of the State, for the purpose of tlefense; and that the people of Missouri 
should rally as one man to perish, if necessary, in defending their constitutional rights. 

Resolved, '!'hat the Governor be requested to furnish a copy of the foregoing premnble 
and resolutions to the President of the United State:os, and to the Governor of each of 
the States. 

The resolutions were read a :first and second time, aud unanimous1y 

adopted by the following vote, :Mr. Rando1ph, of St. Charles, demanding 

the ayes and noes · 

AYES-Messrs. Abernethy, Abington, Allen, Ashbaugh, .Austin, Ballon, Blount, 
J3ohannon, J3oyd, Brown, Buford, Byrd, Campbell, Cloud, Conrow, Cunningham, 
Daugherty, Deatherage, Duvall, Eads, Fetters, Freeman, Gordon of Boone, Gordon of 
Lafayette, Graves, Green, Ht1gan, Hale, Hall, Hand, Hartlin, Harman, Harris of Marion, 
Headlee, Hyer, Jennings, Johnson, Jones, Lacey, Lawson of Pllltte, Lipscomb, :Maughs, 
McConnell, Mcllhany, Meriwether, Moore of Chariton, Moore of Laclede, Murphy, 
Neill, Parceli;, Porter, Powell, Price, Rllndolph, Rathbun, Rhodes, Richardson of Linn, 
Richardson of Miller, Riley, Roberts of Schuyler, Russell, Shambaugh, Shultz, Steele, 
Swink, Vance, Vest, Walker of Cedar, Walker of Cooper, Waltman, Watkins, Weatherford, 
Welch of Lincoln, White, Williams of Daviess, Williams of Hickory, Williams of Phelps, 
Wyatt, and Mr. Speaker-79. 

NOES-None. 
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Absent-Jl'1essrs. Arnold, Bailey, Baughman, Beall, Breck, Briscoe, Burris, Caldwell of Perry, Caldwell of Ralls, Cavender, Dale, Devol, Doehn, Dorris, Doyle, Ellis, Freide, Gatewood, Giddings, Graham, Hanna, Harris of Boone, Harris of Montgomery, Hickox, Kennedy, Lathim, lVfagnire, Miller, Moore of St. Louis, Morgan, Owens, Partridge, Peckham, Pollard, Robinson, Scholl, Sexton, Sheffield, Spedden, Stevenson. 
'l'aylor, Tntt, Welch of Johnson, and Woodside-44. 

The unanimity with which these resolutions passed the House-yens 
79, nays none-leaves on record not only n. testimony to the prevailing 
feeling of the honr, but to the extrnordinary excitement by which the 
Legislature and the people were stirred. 

The Legislnture having adjourned to Monday, September 16th, Gov. 
Juckson and a majority of the Stnte officers abandoned the State Capital, 
believing that if they remained there longer they wonld be arrested as 
prisoners of war by the militia forces of .the United States. 

On September 26th, 1861, at Lexington, Gov. Jackson issued a 
i1roclamation convening the General Assembly in extra session at the 
Masonic, Hall in Neosho, Newton County, on the 21st of October 
following. This official act was performed notwithstanding he was 
then a fugitive from the Capital of the State, and the State Convention, 
on the 31st of July, had declared his seat vacant, together with those of 
the members of the Legislature, and on the same day had invested 
Hamilton R. Gamble with all the powers and duties of Governor of 
Missouri. 

Gov. Jackson's proclamation recited that the Federal authorities had 
for months previous, 

"-in violation of the Constitution of the Unite<;]. States, waged a ruthless war upon the people of the State of Missouri, murdering our citizens, destroying our property, and as far as in their power lay, desolating our land. I have in vain endeavored to secure your constitutional lights by peaceable means, and have only resorted to wn.rwhen it became necessary to repel the most cruel and long-continued aggressions. Wn.r now exists between the State of Missouri and the Federal Government, and a state of war is incompatible 'vith the continuance of our Union with that government. 'l'herefore, for the purpose of giving to the representatives of the people of Missouri an opportunity of determining whether it be proper now to dissolve the constitutional bond which binds us to the Government of the United States, when all other bonds between us are broken, I, Claiborne F. Jackson," &c. 

How many members of the Legislature, or which of them, responded 
to the proclamation, will perhaps never be fully known, because ( 1) the 
roll of the Senate, on assembling, was not called, and ( 2) the proceedings 
of the House have not been found, and of course have not been published. 

On January 21st, 1862, Isaac N. Shambaugh, a Representative in the 
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Legislature from Dekalb County who responded to Gov. Jackson's 
call, published an address to his constituents in which he said :1 

"It is doubtless h"llown to most of you that the House of Representatives of onr 
State consists of 133 members, and that in order to constitnte a quorum constitutionall:v 
competent to the transaction of any bnsiness, there must be present at least 67 membe1:s 
of the House and 17 members of the Senate. Instead of this there were present at the 
October Session (at Neosho) bnt 39 members of the House of Representatives and 10 
members of the Senate. A few days afterward, when we had adjourned to Cassville. 
one additional Sem1tor and five additional Representatives made their appearance; and 
these being all that were n,t any time present, it need scarcely be added that all the 
prctende<l legislation at either place was a fraud, and not only upon the State, but 
npon the Government of the Confederate States, as well as the United States." 

Mr. Shnmlmngh also says in his address that the Journal of neither 
House gives the names or the number of the members present, nor the 
umncs of the members who voted upon the passage of any bill, hut 
sirnply st~1tes tlrnt the hill was passed, &c. In the House, Mr. Sham
bi1llgh was the only member who voted against the secession ordinance 
nnd ihe other measures which followed its train. 

The procecdingt:1 of the Senate, which were captured in Alabama by 
the 4\lth Missouri Infantry Volunteers, and which were printed by order 
of the 23d General Assembly, confirm Mr. Shambaugh's statement. 
According to this publication "the 8enate" met on October 21st, 1.861, 
and on motion of Mr. Goodlett, Mr. Vernon was called to the chai1· 
The body adjourned from day to clay without attempting to do anything 
until the 28th except (on motion of Clutrles H. Hardin, of Callaway,) 
to request the President of the Senate to appoint messengers to bring to 
the Senate absent members, and (on motion of M. M. Parsons, of Cole,) 
to request Mt~. Gen. Sterling Price to furnish the messengers with "the 
necessary outfit." 

On Monday, October 28, on motion of James S. Rains, John T. Crisp, 
of Johnson County, was elected Secretary, and John T. Tracy, of Cole, 
Assistant Secretary; James MeCoun, of Johnson, Enrolling Clerk, and 
M. R. Johnson, Sergeant-at-arms. 

A short message from Gov. Jackson was read, in which are briefly 
recounted" a series of outrageous acts" committed by "a brutal soldiery 
with the connivance of gov~rnment officers "-concluding with the state
ment that "it is idle to speak of preserving the mere paper bonds of 
union wlth a govemment whose licentious rulers have cut into shreds 
all other bonds between us." In view of these considerations, and of 

1 See" The Rebellion Record," Supplement, by Frank Moore, p. 54. 



320 HISTORY OF MISSOURI. 

the syrnpflthy manifested towards us by the Confederate States, he 
recommended the passage of an ordinance of secession aud an act of 
provisio1rnl union with the Confederate States. Also the passage of a 
law authorizing ttn election to be held for Senators and Representatives to 
the Coufoclerate Congress; and an act authorizing the Governor to have 
engraved, and from time to time issued, bonds of the State of Missouri, 
not exceeding doll~rs. 

'The message being read, on leave, Mr. Goodlett introduced a bill 
entitled "An act to dissolve the political connection between the State 
of Missouri with the U nite<l States of America," which wtts read a. 
first time, rule suspended, read a second and third time and passed, 
all the Semttors voting in the affirmative except Mr. Hardin, the Sena
tor from Callaway. Adjourned until 2 o'clock p. m. Ou re-assembling 
at 2 o'clock, Mr. Peyton moved that the Ilou::;e be requested to returu 
the above bill. Passed: very soon after which the bill was returned by the 
House, by the hands. of Mr. Murray, chief clerk, who at the same time 
repurted the passage by the House of "An act declaring the ties heretofore 
existing between the State of Missouri and the United Stutes of America 

·dissolved," which was at once taken up, amended, adopted, and rcportetl 
to the House for its concurrence. The House at once concurred ; and 
therefore, so far as this body could effect it, the ligament which bound 
liissouri to the Federal Union was severed and the State floated out into 
the turbulent sea of the Confederate Sttttes Government. After the 
passage of an act notifying the Provisional Government of the Confeder
ate States of America, tbe Senate adjourned to meet a.t Cassville, 1 Barry 
County, on Thnrscfay October 31st, 1861. A session was held there 
accordingly, meeting from day to day till the Thursday evening following, 
( N ovemher 7th,) when it adjourned. Quite a number of bills and resolu
tions were passed, copies of which nppear in full in the" Appendix" to the 
published Journal. They need not be transcribed here, nor epitomized. 
It is, however, worthy of record in this place that on November 2cl, by 
consent of the Senate, Mr. Goodlett offered the following resolution: 

BesolveCl by the Senate, the Honse of Representatives concu1Ting therein, That Senators and members of the Honse be requested to sign a copy of the rolls of the Acts of Secession and of Annexation, and the same be filed by the Secretary of the Senate in the office of the Secretary of State, 

-which was agreed to. Also that on Monday morning, November 4th, 
the President of the Senate laicl before that body the following communi
cation from the Governor : 
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CASSVILLE, Mo., November 4, 1861. 
To the President of the Senate: 

Sir: Since your last session, I have appointed Sterling Price Major General 
of Missouri State Guards, and have also appointed the following named gentlemen 
brigadier generals of the same, viz.: N. W. Watkins, in the first division; Thomas A. 
Harris, in the second division; John B. Olark, in the third division; W. Y. Slack, in the 
fourth division; .A. E. Steen, in the fifth division; M. M. Parsons, in the sixth division; 
J. H. McBride, in the seventh division; James S.Rains, in the eighth division; and very 
respectfully ask the advice and consent of the Senate to the same. 

Respectfully, C. F .• JACXSO:N.1 

All of the appointments were confirmed in secret session. After the 
trnnsacti0n of many matters of legislation, touching the organization, 
government and support of the mili~ilt forces of the State, to encourage 
enlistments, &c., the Scll!tte :idjourned, November 7th, 1861, tomeetat 
New Mn<lrid on the first Monday in March, 1862. 

That session wns never held. 

IQov. Jackson died at a fa.rm house on the Arkansas river, opposite Little Rock, Dec. 
6, 1862, of cancer of the stomach. .After the close of the war his remains were 
exhumed and br0ught to Saline County, and reinterred there in the family burying 
ground of Dr. Wm. B. Sappington, his father-in-law. 

I 

21 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

1861.-THE "GAillBLE" STATE CONVENTION.-!T MEETS ON FEB. 28, 1861.-NAMES OF 

l\J:EMBERS ELECTED.-STERLING PIUCll ELECTED PRitSIDENT.-THE CONVENTION J;IOLDS 

FREQUENT SESSIONS AT THE STATE CAPITOL AND IN ST. LOUis.-J;'rnALI.Y AD.JOURNS 

SINE DIE, ON JULY 1, 1803.-LUTHER J. GLirnN, COMMISSIONER FROM THE STATil OF 

GEORGIA, ATTJ<;NDS THE CONV];NTION. -Hrs RECEPTION AND ADDR!lSS. - ADDRESS 

REFEHRED TO A COMi\1ITTEE. -Two REPORTS P1m~1rnTED.-Nmnnm ltVllR DIRPOSJ'.D 

OF.-COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL HELATIONS.-'l'mlm HllPOins.-ACTrON 'l'HimEON.

COMMIT'JEE ;\PPOINTED TO Rll-CONVENE nm CONVIDNTION WHEN NECllSS,U{Y.-DELll

GATES ELECTED TO" THE BORDim STATE CONV!r.NTJOX.-RoimRT "WILSON .ELIWT]]D 

PRESIDENT OF THE CONVENTION, VICE STERLING PmcE. llXPllLLJm l•'OR DISLOYALTY. 

-ORDJNA:\CE DECLARING THll OFFICES OF GOVERNOR, LIEUT. Gov1mNORAND SEC!rnTARY 

OF STATE VACANT ADOPTED.-HAilIILTON R. GAMBLll ELECTED Govmrnon; WU.LARD 

P.HALL, LuwT. Govmt:-ron, AND i\IoRDECAI OL1v1m. Srr,mm'rARYOF STATE.-ORDINANCES 

PASSED CHANGING GummNATORIAL ELECTION I•'HOM AUGUST TO NOVltMmrn; ALSO 

.A.BOLISHING CERTAIN CIVII. OFFICES, AND l'nESC!\lBING AN OATH 01•' LOYALTY l!'Olt 

CIVIL Ol'F!CllRS, AND FOR ISSUING UNIO"f DmrJtNCE BoNDS.-RESOLU'l'ION Al>OPTED JtX

P~JLLING STJ<JRLING l'!UC}J AND OTHERS FROM THI~ CONVllNTION.-MR. BimCKJNIUDGlt'S 

EMANCIPATION ORDINANCE LAID ON THIC 'l'ABLE. - CONGRJr,SSIONAL DISTltlCTS 

RE1110DELED.-0ATH 011 LOYALTY FOR YOTJlRS, 0FFICJAI~S, ,JU!!YMli:N AND AT'I'OHNEYS 

.A.DOPTED. - THE YEAS AND NAYS.- COMMl'fTTf,JC, ON JDMANC!PATION ELllCTJm.-TnltY 

REPORT AN 0RDINA:-iCE FOR THE EMANCIPATION OF SLAVI<S, WHICH IS ADOP1'ltD.-T1m 

YEAS AND NAYS.-CONVEN'l'ION ADJOURNS SINE DIE. 

The bill wh~ch passed the General Assembly early in January, 1861, 

calling a State Convention, provided for the election, on Mouday, :Feb

ruary 18th, 1861, from each Senatorial district, of three times ns many 

delegates as said district was entitled to members in the Stnte Senate 

and that the delegates thus chosen should meet in Convention in 
Jefferson City on the 28th of the same month-

"-to consider the then existing relations between the government of the United 
States, the people and the governments of the different States, and the government and 
people of the State of Missouri; and to adopt such measures for vindicating the 
sovereignty of the State and the protection of its institutions as shall appear to them 
to be demanded." 

The 10th Section of the bi11, under the circumstances of its adoption, 

was one of more than ordinary import and significance, and is in the 
following words : 

"No act, ordinance, or resolution of said Convention shall be deemed to be valid to 
change or dissolve the political relations of this State to the Government of the United 
States, or any other State, until a majority of the qualified voters of this State, voting 
upon the question, shall ratify the same." 

This section was introduced as an amendment to the original bill by 

Charles H. Hardin, then a Senator from the Boone ancl Callaway district, 
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ftnd in 1874-'76, Governor of the State. It was adopted in the Senate 
by a very close vote-yeas 17, nays 15. 

The bill having become a law, Governor .Jackson, in conformity with 
its requirements, directed the sheriffs of the several counties to give 
notice of the election of delegates on Monday, February 18th, 1861. A 
very active, and in some loet~lities a very exciting canvass ensued, wherein 
the issue was made for and against the passage by the Convention of an 
-0rdinance declaring in favor of the immediate secession of Missouri from 
the Union - said ordiuance, of course, to be submitted to the qualified 
voters for their ratification or rejection. During this canvass the then 
existing relations he.tween Missouri and the government of the United 
Sfates; the question of slavery and secessi0n; the rights of the States, 
the authority of the Federal government to coerce a State, and the duty 
of Missouri in the existing cri::sis, were very exhaustively discussed by the 
candidates for the Convention and by the public press. The election 
resulted in the choice of a large majority. of delegates opposed to 
secession, and in disclosing a popular preponderance of some eighty 
thousaud votes in favor of the Union. It cannot be denied that this 
result greatly disappointed many of the most prominent advocates of 
the Convention. They hoped and expected that the people of the State 
would respond to their extreme views by electing to the Convention a 
majority of delegates who would declare it the duty of the State to 
co-operate with South Cnrnliua by following her out of the Union. 

On Thursday, Februnry 28th, 1861, the Convention assembled in the 
court house in .Tefferson City, and the following gentlemen presented 
certificates of election : 

1st District.-St. Charles, etc.-E. B. Frayser, J. G. Waller. and Dr. G. Y. Bast. 
2d District.-Pike, etc.-Jno. B. Henderson, G. W. Zimmerman, and Robt. Calhoun. 
3d District.-Boone, etc.-Wal'l'en Woodson, Eli E. Bass. and Joseph Flood. 
4th Dist1•ict.-Marion, etc.-Wm. J. Howell, Jno. 'r. Redd, and J. T. Matson. 
5th District.-Lewis, etc.-E. K. Sayer, Henry M. Gorin, and N. F. Givens. 
6th District.-Howard, etc.-Wm. A. Hall, Sterling Price, and 'rhos. Shackelford. 
7th District.-Macon, etc.-Frederick Rowland, Jos. M. h'win, and John Foster. 
8th District.-Livingston, etc.-Alex. M. Woolfolk, Jacob Smith, and William Jackson. 
9th District,-Daviess, etc.-Jacob 'r. 'I'indall, James McFe1Tan. and J. S. Allen. 
10th District.-Ray, etc.-G. W. Dunn. R. D. Ray, and J. H. Birch. 
11th District.-Andrew, etc.-Robt. Wilson, Prince L. Hudgins. and EllzyVanbuskirk. 
12th District.-Buchanan, etc.-Willard P. Hall, Robt. M. Stewart, and R. W. Donnell. 
13th District.-Olay, etc.-A. W. Doniphan, James H. Moss, and E. H. Norton. 
14th District.-Jackson, etc.-J. K. Sheeley. Abram Comingo, and Robt. A. Brown. 
15th District.-Benton, etc.-Akeman Welch, A. C. Marvin, and C. G. Kidd. 
1Gth District.-Lafayette, etc.-J. F. Philips, Samuel L. Sawyer, and Vincent Mar

maduke. 
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17th District.-Dade, etc.-J. J. Gravelly, Nelson McDowell, and J. R. Chenault. 

18th District.-Newton, etc.-A. S. Harbin, R. W. Crawford, and M. H. Ritchie. 

19th District.-Green, etc.-Sample Orr, Littleberry Hendricks, and R. W. Jamison. 

20th IJistrict.-Polk, etc.-M. W. 'rurner, ,J. vV. Johnson, and W. L. Morrow. 

21st JJistrict.-Fr:i.nldin, etc.-Amos ·w. Maupin, Chas. D. Eitzen, m1d Zackariah Isbell. 

22d Distrfot.-'.I'exas, etc.-W. G. Pomeroy, V. B. Hill, and Jno. Holt. 

2:3cl JJistrict.-Washington, etc.-C. L. Rankin, l\L P. Cayse, and ,Joseph Bogy. 

24th District.-Ripley, etc.-Samuel C. Collier, Philip Pipkin, and W. 'l'. J,ecper. 

25th District.-New Madrid, etc.-Harrison Hough, R. A. Hatcher, and O. Bartlett. 

26th Di.strict.-0. Girardeau, etc.-N. W. Watkins, James C. Noell, and Dr. J. R. 

McCormick. 
27th District.-Oole, etc.-J. Proctor Knott, J. W. McClurg, a,nd John Scott. 

28th District.-Cooper, etc.-Wm. Doughtss, ,J.P. Ross, imd Charles Dmke. 

2flth District.-St. Louis-Sam. M. Breclrnnridge, John How, Dr. M. L. Linton, 

Hudson E. Bridge, '!'hos. T. Gantt, Hamilton R. Gamble, John I<'. Long, Uriel Wrightr 

Ferdinand Meyer, Henry Hitchcock, Robt. Holmes, James 0. Broadhead, Sol. Smith. 

Isador Bush, and John H. Shackelford. 

In all ninety-nine members; who proceeded upon the evening of the 

second day to permanently organize by the election of the following 

officers: For President, Mr. Broadhead nominated Sterling Price, of 

Chariton County. Mr. I-fatcher, of New Madrid, nominntC'd N:tthanic1 

W. \.Vatkins, of Cnpe Girardeau. The vote stood: Price 75; -Watkins. 

15. J.ir. Price, who wns regiirdecl as n decided Union man, having 

received a majority of all the votes cast, was declared duly elected 

President of the Convention. 

Robert 'Wilson, 0f Andrew, also a Union delegate, was elected Viee

President; Samuel A. Lowe, of Pettis, Secretary; Robert A. Camp

bell (at this time a distinguished lawyer and politician of St. Louis), 

Assistant Secretary; C. P. Anderson, of Moniteau, Door-keeper; B. 

W. Grover, Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On the second day of the Convention, no important business having 

been transacted, it adjourned to meet in Mercantile Library Hall, in the 

City of St. Louis, on Monday, March 4th. The Convention met pursu

ant to adjournment; continued in session until Friday, March 22d, when 

it adjourned until the third Monday in December following; but before 

the arrival of that day a majority of the committee charged with the 

duty of convening the Convention prior to the third Monday inDecember, 

at such place as they thought the public exigencies required, notified the 

members to assemble at Jefferson City on July 22d. 

The Convention met pursuant to this notification, remained in session 

until the 31st of the month, and adjourned until the third Monday in 

December. 
It was however reconvened in Mercantile Library Hall, St. Louis, by 
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·a proclamation of Goveruor Gamble, on October 10th, and after a 
session of eight dnys adjourned subject to call of the Governor. 

On Monday, June 2c1, 1862, it met again, at Jefferson City, in 
response to a proclamation of Governor Gamble, and on the 14th of the 
month adjourned until July 4th, 1863. 

Previous to that cfay, however, Governor Gamble, by proclamation, 
reconvened the body at Jefferson City, on June 15th, 1863. After 
remaining in session until Ji.lly 1st it adjourned sine die. 

On the first day of the session of the Convention in St. Louis, March 
4th, 1861, Mr. Gamble, of St. Louis, offered a resolution, which was 
·adopted, for the appointment of a committee of seven, to be called the 
Committee on Federal Relations, which shall consider and report on the 
relations existing between the goverument of the United States, the 
goverument and people of the different States, and the government and 
people of' this State; and that all propositions or resolutions that may 
be introduced by any member, touching the relations of' Missouri with 
the Federal government, shall be referred to said committee. The Presi
dent n.ppointed the following gentlemen members of the committee, viz. : 
Hamilton R. Gamble, of St. Louis; John B. Henderson, of Pike; John 
T. Redd, of Marion; William A. Hall, of Randolph; Jacob T. Tindall, 
·of Grundy; A. W. Doniphan, of Clay; Willard P. Hall, of Buchanan; 
N. W. ·w at kins, of Cape Girardeau; Harrison Hough, of Mississippi; 
Samuel L. Sawyer, of Lafayette; William Douglass, of Cooper; John 
R. Chenault, of Jasper; and 'William G. Pomeroy, of Crawford. 

Luther ,J. Glenn, Commissioner from the State of Georgia, being in 
·attendance upon the Convention, Mr. Redd, of Marion, moved the 
appointment of a committee of three to wait upon him, and inform him 
the Convention would receive him at 12 o'clock that day, and ·hear what 
he may choose to communicilte in regard to the object of his mission. 
This motion was adopted-yeas 62, nays 35. Mr. Glenn briefly 
:addressed the Convention in the name of the State of Georgia; sub
mitted the ordinance of secession adopted by that State, and earnestly 
urged Missouri to pass a similar ordinance and unite with her in forming 
a Southern Confederacy. A brge number of citizens were present in 
the lobby, and by mingled applause and hisses testified their pleasure 
-or dissatisfaction. These demonstrations continued for some time, and 
were with difficulty subdued by the presiding officer. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, of Pike, a committee of seven
Henclerson, Birch, Howell, Stewart, Wright, Marvin and Knott-was 
appointed, to whom was referred the communications made by Mr. 
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Glenn, said committee being required to report such nction as they may 
deem a respectful and suitn.hle response 011 the part of this State. 

A large number of resolutions, presented by various members of the 
Convention, were intrnduced and referred b:) this committee. On March 
21st, Mr. Henderson, Chairman, presented a report in writing from n. 
mn.jority of the committee, embracing a long nnd earnest argument 
:vTniust secesP.ion ::tnd in favor of the mainten:mce of the Union, and 

0 -

concluding with a series of resolutions which declnred in substance that 
so far as'· the communication mndc to the Convention by Mr. Glenn 
asserts the constitutional right of secession, it meets with their disapproYal ;. 
that whilst they reprobated, in common with Georgia, the violation of 
constitutional duty by 110 rthcrn fanatics, they con ld not approve the 
secession of Georgin. and her sister States, as a measure beneficial either 
to Missouri or to themselves; that iu their 0pinion a dissolution of the 
Union wonlcl be ruinous to the best interests of Missouri ; hence no 
effort should be spitred on her pm·t to preserve its continued blessings, 
and she will labor for an ncljustment of all exii,;ting differences on a baHis 
compatible with the interests tind honor of nll the States ; and thnt tl10 
Convention exhorts Georgitt and the other seceding States to desieit from 
the revolutionary measures commenced by them, and unite their voice 
with ours in restoring peace nnc1 in cementing the Union of our fathers. 

Mr. Birch, of Clinton (of the sn.me committee), offered a series of l'esol u 
tions as a substitute for the resolu.tions of the majority, declaring that, 
whilst denying the legal right of a State to secede from the Union, wo 
recognize, in lieu there9f, the right of revolution, i>hould sufi:i.cient reason 
arise therefor; that whilst, in common with the State of Georgia, we dt~plore 
and reprobate the sectional disregard of duty nnd fraternity so fo!'cibly pre
sented by he1· commissioner, we do not de.~pair of future j nstiee, nor will we 
despair until our complaints have been 111rnvaili11gly submitted to the north
ern people; that the possesoiion of shi'e prciperty is a constitutional right, 
and as such, ought to be recognized by the Federal government ; that, 
if it shall invade or impai1· that right, the slave-holding States shonld 
be found united in its defence, and that in such events as mav leo-iti-• 0 

mately follow, this State will share the danger and destiny of her sister 
'Slave States, and that the president of tho Convention cornmunic~1te to 
e:.1ch of the seceding States a copy of its resolves. 

On motion of Mr. Welch, of Johnson, the reports of the majority and 
minority were laid on the table, and by a vote of 56 to 40 were made 
the special order for the third Monday in December following. Here they 
slept a sleep that knew no waking, for neither report was ev.e:r he.a.rd 
of afterwards. 
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Intense interest was folt in the Convention and nmi:mg the people of the 
State, not to say of the whole Union, in the report which the committee 
on Federal Rebtions was expected to make. This committee was 
com1)osec1 of some of the oldest and most sagaciGns statesmen belon{)'in{)' 

....... o e 
to the body, and their report was looked to as denoting the position 
which Missouri would assume in regard to the embarrassing complications 
he,;etting the whole country. No unnecessm·y delay therefore wns had 
in its presentation. On the ninth of March, Mr. Gamble, chairman of 
the committee, presented a r0port from the majority. It was a short but 
incisive, statesmanlike and conservative paper, and was designed to allny 
popnhr apprehension and excitement, and plant Missouri irrevocably 
against secession, revolution and war. The opinions and wishes of the 
committee were sumnrnrizecl in the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, 'l'hnt at present there is,,no adequate cause to impel Missouri to dissolve 
her connection with the I<'edernl Union, but on the contrary she will labor for such an 
adjustment of existing trouLles as will secure the peace, as well as the rights and 
equality of all the Stittes. 

2. Besol1ied, 'l'lrnt the people of this State are devotedly attached to the institutions 
of our conr-itry, and cm·nestly desire that by 11 fair and amicable adjustment, all the 
causes of dist1grcement that at present unfortnnatcly distract us as a people, may be 
removed, to the eml thnt our Union may be preserved and perpetuted, and peace and 
harmony be restored between the North and South. 

3. Br~solvell, '.I:lrnt the people of this State deem the,amendments to the Constitution 
of the United States, proposed l>y the Hou. John J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, with the 
extension of the same to the territory hereafter to be acquired by treaty, or otherwise, a 
basis of adjustment whieh will snccessfnlly remove the causes of difference forever from 
the arenit of u11tionitl politics. 

4. B1molved, '!'hat the people of Missonri believe the peace and quiet of the country 
'Will be promoted by a convention to propose amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, and this Convention therefore urges the Legislature of this State to take 
the proper steps for calling Rtich convention in pursuance of the fifth article of the 
Constitution, aud for providing by law for an election of one delegate to such conven
tion from each electoral diotrict in this State. 

5. Besollierl, 'l'lrnt in the opinion of this Convention, the employment of military 
foree by the Federal government to coerce the snbmission of the seceding States, or the 
employment of military force by the seceding States to assail the government of the 
United States, will inevitably plunge this conntry into civil war, and thereby entirely 
extinguish all hope of an :1111icable settlement of the fearful issues now pending before the 
country; we therefore enmestly entreat, ns well the Federnl government, as the seceding 
States, to withhold nnrl stay the arm of military power, and on no pretence whatever 
bring upon the nation the horrors of civil war. , 

6. Besolve1l, 'l'hat when this Convention adjourns its session in the city of St. Louis, 
it will ndjonrn to meet in the hall of the IIonsc of Representatives at Jefferson City, on 
the third Monday of December, 1861. 

7. Resolverl, That a committee of-- be elected by this Convention, a majority of 
which shall have power to call this Convention together at such time prior to the third 
Monday in December, and at such place as they may think the public exigencies require, 
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and the survivors or survivor of said committee shall have power to :fill any vacancies 
t.hat may happen in said committee by death, resignation, or otherwise, during the 
recess of this Convention. 

Mr. Redd, of Marion, on behalf of himself and Mr. Hough, of 
Mississippi, presented a minority report in which he maintained tbat the 
Anti-Slavery people of the North were actuated by ~ siugle cohesive 
principle-bitter hostility to the slave institutions of the Southern States 
and hatred to slave-holders; that political demogogues and sensation 
preachers had employed the politics, press, pulpit, books, literature and 
schools of the North for the pnrpose of inflaming and ,strengthening the 
prejudices against Southern institutions and Southern men. He main
ta.ined that they had violated the compuct whieh united them to their 
sister States of the South; that by that compact they had covenanted to 
deliver up fugitive slaves found within their borders; tlmt they hn<l 
violated this l)y failing to euaet laws providing for their l1elivery, by 
refusiug the master aid and permitting their lawless citizens to deprive 
him of his property by mob violence; and when Congress interposed for 
his relief by the Fugitive Slave Law, they trampled it under foot and 
nullified it by deliberate State legislution. Also that they have permitted 
their citizens to invade the soil of the Southem States, steal the slaves, 
aud incite them to insurrection; and when the felon has been indicted 
ancl demanded, they have refused to give him up. '.I'his Anti-Shivery 
party, through its chosen leader, proclaimed the dangerous heresies that 
our government cannot continue as our fathers macle it, purt sltwe and 
part free; that it must become all one or all the other; that an 
irrepressible conflict is progressing between freedom and slavery, 
and that it must continue until the public mind rests in the belief that 
slavery is in the proc:ess of extinction, and that hereafter the slave 
property of Southern men shall be taken away from them by Con
gressional legislation, if they take it with them into the tenilories, the 
common property of all the States. That, deaf to the warning voice and. 
remonstrances of the people of the South, they have elevated to the 
Presidential chair u leader who endorses their doctrines, thus placing the 
Federal govemment in the hunds of the enemies of the South, and 
dissolving the Union. The r~port concludes with four resolutions : the 
first, inviting the States of Virginia, North Carolinu, l\farylancl, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and Deleware, to send commissioners to meet in 
convention those appointed by Missouri, at Nashville, Tennessee, on 

day of oext, to agree upon a basis of settlement, by 
constitutional amendments that will preserve the Union, and afford an 
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adequate guarantee for the preservation of their slave instituti6ns and 
the constitutional rights of their citizens ; the second, naming the 
commissioners to represent Missouri; the tMrd, appointing a com
missioner to visit each of tho States above named ; the fourth, directing 
the Missouri commissioners to said convention, as a basis of settlement, to 

.. present the resolutions known as the " Crittenden Compromise." 
The resolutions from the committee on Federal Helations being under 

consideration, Mr. Moss, of Clay, moved to amend the :fifth of the 
majority (Gamble) series by adding the following: 

And further, Believing that the fate ofMissouri depends upon a peaceable adjustment 
of our present difficulties, she will never countenance or aid a seceding State in making 
war on the general government, nor will she furnish men or money for the purpose of 
aiding the general government in any attempts to coerce a seceding State. 

Which was rejected-yens 30, nays 61 ;-after which the :first resolution 
of the Gamble series was adopted-yeas 89, nays 1: Mr. Bast, of 
Montgomery. The second resolution was ad0pted-yeas 90, nays O. 
Third resolution-yeas 90, nays 4: Broadhead, Hill, Hitchcock and 
How. For the fourth resolution of the committee, Mr. Gamble offered 
the following substitute: 

4. .ResoZ'Ved, '!'hat the people of Missouri believe the peace and quiet of the country 
will be promoted by a convention to propose amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States, and this Convention therefore urges the Legislature of this State, and the 
other States, to take the proper steps for calling such a convention in pursuance of the 
fifth article of the Constitution; and for providing by law for an election by the people 
of such number of delegates as are to be sent to such convention. 

Adopted-yeas 83, nays 9: Brown, Chenault, Doniphan, Hatcher, 
Hill, Hough, Hudgins, Redd and Watkins. The :fifth resolution coming 
up for consideration, several amendments were proposed. Mr. Shackel
ford, of Howard, offered the following-afterwttrds changed in phrase
ology at the suggestion of Mr. Gnmble-as an addition to the fifth 
resolution, which w:ts adopted 57 to 36 : 

And in order to the restoration of harmony and fraternal feeling between the different 
sections, we would recommend the policy of withdrawing t~e Federal troops from the 
forts within the borders of the seceding States where there is danger of collision between 
the State and Federal troops. 

The question then recurring upon the adoption of the original fifth' 
resolution, as ameuded, it was agreed to-yeas 89, nays 6: Broadhead, 
Bridge, Bush, Eitzen, Hitchcock and How,-the fifth resolution as 
adopted being as following : 
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5. Resnli,cd, 'l'hn,t in the opinion of this Convention, the employment of military force 
by the Federal government to coerce the submission of the seceding States, or the 
employment of military force by the seceding States to assail the Government of the 
Uniteu States, will inevitably plunge this country into civil war, ancl thereby entirely 
extingui;;:h all hope of an amicable setLlement of the fearful issues now pemling before 
the country; we therefore earnestly entreat, as well the Federal government as the 
seceding States, to withhold and stay the arm of military power, and ou no preten~e 
whatever bring upon the nalion the horrors of civil war. And in order to the restor
lltion of harmony and fmterrml feeling between the different sections, we would rccom~ 
mend the policy ofwithdrmving the J;'edernl troops from the forts within the borders of 
the seceding States where there is danger of collision between the St:.ite and Federal 
troops. 

The s1xth resolution was adoptcc1-yeas 7G, nays HJ. 
Numerous anwndmcuts having been introduced to the seventh resolu

tion, it, together with tho ameudrncnts, was referred to tlio committee 
on Federal Relations, who, through Mr. GamlJlo, reported the followiug 
sulJi:;titutc, which was adopted nem. con: 

7. Resolved, Tlrnt there shall be a committee, con~isting of the President of this 
Convention, who shall he ex-oJlfoio chairman, and seven members, one from e:ich 
Cong1·essional District of the State, to be elected by this Convention, a nmjority of 
which shall have power to call this Convention together at snd1 time prior tu the third 
Monclay in December next, antl at such rilace as they may think the public cxigcncie~ 
reCJ_uirc; and in case any vacancy shall happen in said committee by death, resignation, 
or otherwis!:l during the recess of this Convention, the remaining members or member of 
saicl committee sh:.111 have power to fill such Y!tcancy. 

Said committee was made to consist of the following members: Sterling 
Price, chairnmu; Thomas T. Gantt, J. T. l\fatson, J. T. Tindal1, Robert 
Wibou, J. Proctor Kn.ott, J. W. McClmg and .James H. l\foConnuck. 

During the pondeucy of the resolutions from the Committee on Federal 
relations, one of the most able and exhaustive debates of tho Convention 
occurred-a debate which took a wide rm1ge and embrnce<l discussions of 
the origin, structure, aml object of tho Federal Constitution; the rights 
ot the States and of the People; sccessiou, nullification and revolution, 
coercion, and the causes which it was claimed by the extremists justified 
Missouri iu withdrawing from tho Federal Union and throwing herself 
into the embrace of the Southern Confederacy. This delmte i::J a valuable 
contribution to the political literature and learning of our State, and, 
fortunately, was reported and published in full by order of the Convention 
in the Yolume of its procceeings. Among those who prominently 
participated'in these discussions, by the delivery of able arguments in 
euforcement of their views, the following may be mentioned : f3roadheac1, 
Birch, Breckemidge, Doniphan, Foster, Dunn, Gamble, Gantt, Hall of 
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Randolph, Hall of Buchanan, Henderson, Hitchcock, Hudgins, Linton,. 
Moss, Norton, Orr, Redd, Shackelford and W1ight. 

It is not important at this time, and perhaps improper in this place, 
to review all the resolutions adopted. To record them, and the action 
of the Convention thereon, must suffice. Nevertheless, two of them, 
even at this remote period of time, will attract the attention of intelligent 
renders: the first and fifth,-the first containing the explicit declaration 
thnt there was no adequate cause to impel Missouri to dissolve her con
nection with the I!"'ederal Union; the fifth, wherein the Convention took: 
unmistnlrnble ground against the employment of military force by the 
Federal government to coerce tlie seceding States, or the employment of 
military force by the seceding Stat.et> to assail the government of the United 
States. This waB at tllltt period of om civil war the position generally 
oceupic•d by the Union llH\ll of all tho hor<ler slave States ; that is to say, 
that whilst they wore opposed to secession and in favor of tho mainten
ance of the Federal Union, as the palladium of our liberties and the 
richest heritage of our fathers, they wero at tho same time opposed to 
coercion by tho g<'ncr:tl government itgainst ihe seceding States or the 
employment of military force by tho St:1tcs against tho general govern-
ment. · 

Tliis doctrine was, at that incipient stngc of the war, sought to he 
justified 1111<1 defcnclod on the ground that an attempt by military force, 
by ei1her i;iac, to coerce tho otlwr, would inevitably plunge the country 
into tho hloocly vortex of revolution and war. Thc1·cfore, with the 
earnest hopo and patriotic pmpose of n vc•rting the cabmities of civil 
war, tho Union mon of Missotn·i, a,nd of Kentucky, Tennessee and other 
slave:-; Stutes, eutrontod tho Federal govm:mnont, even after the secession 
of South Carolina and other States, to withhokl and stay the arm of 
military power. It is <lue to the truth of history, however, to say that 
aftm· the firing upon Fort Sumter an(l the culmination of the rebellion-in 
short, aJter the q nostion munistakuhly became one of arms, and no 
longer one of argument or diplomacy,-they assumed more extreme 
views. 

Mr. Gamble Teported, from the Committee 011 Federal Relations, a 
resolution in favor of the election, hy the Convention, of seven delegates 
-one from each Congressio1rnl district-to attend the Border t:ltate 
Convention proposed by the State of Virginia, to be held at an early dtLy, 
for the purpose of d(Jvising some plan for the adjustment of our national 
difficulties ; which, nfter voting down several amendments, was ndopted
yeas 93, nays 3,-and the following named gentlemen were elected a.~ 
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<lelegntes: Hamilton R. Gamhle, of St. Louis; John B. Henderson, 
-0f Pike; "\Yilliam A. Hall, of Rumlolph; James H. Moss, of Clay; 
'William Dougfass, of Cooper; Littlebeny Hendricks, of Greene; and 
vVilliam G. Pomeroy, of Crawford. 

On the call of a majority of the Committee, the Convention met in 
Jefferson City, on Monday, ,July 22cl, 1861, and was called to order 
by Mr. Wilson the Vice-President-the President, Sterling Price, 
having since the adjournrhent made· his place vacant by accepting the 
position of 1Vfajor General in the Confederate army or State Gnard. 
Robert vVilson, Vice-President, was elected to fill the vacancy, and 
Akeman "Welch, of Johnson, was chosen Vice-President. 

On motion of Mr. Broadhcucl, of St. Louis, a committee of seven, 
-0ne from each Congressional district, was elected by the Convention for 
the purpose of reporting wlrnt action was m~cessary to he taken by the 
Convention in the present condition of public n.ffairs in Mi8souri. The 
following nmned gentlemen were elected as members of tho Committee: 

James 0. BroadhrtM], of St. Lo11is; "William A. Ifall, of Randolph; 
Willard P. Hall, of Buchanan; William Douglass, of Cooper; Little
berry Hendricks, of Green, and ,Joseph Bogy, of Ste. Genevieve. 

On the fourth day of the session, M1·. Broaclbead, chairman of the 
Committee, made a report reciting that the brief interval since the 
adjournment of the Convention, on the 22d of March, had been filled 
with the most startling events; that "the horrors of a civil war, inau
gurated by the most gignntic and causeless rebellion of which modern 
history affords any example," had vfaitecl the State; that the Governor 
and other high officers of State had deserte<l the Capitnl and formed a 
conspiracy to dissolve the connection of Missoul'i with the Federal 
Government, and in conjunction with a largo portion of the members of 
the Legislature, had attempted, through the forms of lc>gislation, to 
establish a military despotism over the people. The Committee, there
fore, recommended that certain ame11dme11ts to the Constitution he 
·ordained as follows: 1. That the offices of Govemor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary 0f State, nnd members of the General Assembly 
should be vacated. 2. That the three :first officers named should be 
~ppointed by the Convention, and continue in offic<rnntil the :first Monday 
in August, 1862, when a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Secretary 
of State should be elected by the qualified voters of the State. 3. That 
the Supreme Court should consist of seven judges, four of whom should be 
~ppointed by the Governor to be chosen by this Convention, and 
should hold their offices until the first Monday of August, 1862, when 
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four judges of the Supreme Court should be elected by the people~ 
The Committee also recommended the adoption, by the Convention, of 

an ordinance repealing "ce1tain odious laws" enacted by the lastLegisla
ture, namely, the militia law, the law to create a militia fund to arm the 
State; also a joint resolution to suspend the apportionment of the State 
school money for the year 1861, &c. ; also the revival and re-eua·ctment, 
in full force, of the volunteer militia law of December 31st, 1859. 

The report having been submitted and ordered to .be printed, Hamilton 
R. Gamble, of St. Louis, was by tl vote of the Convention added to the 
Committee. 

The repo1t of the committee of seven, now made to number eight by 
the addition of Mr. Gumble, and thereafter known as "the committee of 
eight," was re-committed to said committee, on motion of Mr. Broadhead~ 
for the purpose of enabling it to perfect their report. On the next clay 
a new report was presented, differing in no material respect from the 
other except by the substitution of the first Monday of November, 1861~ 
for the first Monday of August, 1862, as the day of the election, and the 
omission of the proposed amendment to the Constitution providing for 
the additional judges of the Supreme Court. The committee supple
mented this second report by an ordinance, submitting the action 0f. the 
Convention to a vote of the people at an election to be held on the first 
Monday of November, 1861. 

The report of the committee of eight coming up for consideration, the 
first clause of the ordinance, providing for certain amendments to the 
Constitution, viz.: declaring the offices of Governor, Lieutenant Governor 
and SeC"retary of State vacated, was ndopted-yeas 56, nays 25. The 
clause vacating the offices of the General Assembly was also adopted
yeas 52, n:1ys 28. '.J'he clause providing for the appointment, by the 
Convention, of' a Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of State, 
was adopted-yeas 54, nays 27. The remaining portions of the ordinance 
were then adopted by substantially the same vote, and the ordinance as a 
whole by yeas 73, nays O. 

By this action the Convention vncated the places of the State officers 
named, and provided for their appointment; and of the members of the 
General Assembly, and provided for their election; repealed " certain 
odious laws " named, and provided for submitting the action of the 
Convention to a vote of the people. 

On the 31st of July, 1861, the Convention proceeded to the appoint
ment of a Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of State, in 
place of Claiborne F. Jackson, Thomas C. Reynolds, and Benj. F. 
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Massey, whose seats had been declared vacant. For Governor, :Mr. 
Hall, of Randolph, nominated Hamilton R. Gamble, who was e1ectec1, 
£9 members voting for him-8 excused from voting and 20 absent. 
Those 1vho were excused from voting were Eli M. Bnss, of Boone ; 
George Y. Bast, of ~Iontgomery; Robert B. Frayzer, of St. Charles; 
Prince L. Hndgins, of Andrew; Phillip Pipkin, of Jefferson; Joseph G. 
"'Wa11er, of ·warren; :VVarren 'Woodson, of Boone; and Uriel ·wright, 
of St. Louis.1 \Villard P. Hall, of Buchanan, was elected Lieutenant 
Governor, and Mordecai Oliver, of Greene, (now a well known lawyer of 

St. Joseph,) Secretary of State. 
After tbe adoption of an address to the peop1e of the Stn.te, pre~ented 

by Mr. Gamble from the committee appointed to prepare it, the Con

vention aclj ournec1. 
Another session of the Convention was held in 1\1eretmtilc Library 

Hull, in the City of St. Louis, commencing on October lOtb, 18()1, in 
response to n, procln,mation by Gov. Gamble. A communication from 
the Governor having been read to the Convention, that bo<ly proceeded 
to the election of a Doorkeeper nnd Sergeant-nt-Al'ms. To the first 
named office, Henry C. vVarmoth (since Governor of Louisiana) was 
elected, and to the last Josiah H. Alexander. Mr. Hendricks, from the 
Committee on Elections, reported an ordinance changing the time of 
holding the gubernatorial election, and the election submitting to a vote 
of the people the action of the Convention, from the first Monday of 
November, 1861, to the first Monday of August, 1862, and for continuing 
in office until that time the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and t::lecretary 
of Slate appointed by the Convention-which was adopted-yeas 4!J, 
nays 1 (E. R. Sayre, of Lewis). Afterwards Mr. Wright, of St. Louis, 
obtained leave to record his vote in the negative. 

Mr. McFerran, from the Committee on Civil Officers, reported an 
ordinance abolishing certttin offices, reducing salaries, and providing n,n 0:1th 
to test the loyalty of civil officers in this State. It abolished the offices of 
Board of Public Works, State Superintendent of Common Schools, 
County School Commssioner, State Geologist and Assistant State 
Geologist, and provided that the clerks of the respective County 
Courts should discha.rge the duties of County School Commissioners. 
Also that the salaries of all civil officer::> should be reduced 20 per cent. 
during the year ending Sept. 30th, 1862. Also that each civil officer in this 
State, including County Court clerks, within sixty clays after the passage 

' lSee Journal of Proceedings, page 25. 
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of the ordinance, should take an oath "to support the Constitution of 
the United States and of this State, and that he will not take up arms 
~gainst the government of the U nitcd States, nor the provisional govern
ment of this State, nor give aid or comfort to the enemies of either, 
<luring the present civil war." Also that the offices of all persons 
failin·g to take, subscribe and file said oath within the sixty days mentioned, 
sliould be declared vacant; and any c:ivil officer who should falsely take said 
oath or wilfully violatH it sh:tll be deemed guilty of perjury and punished 
according 1 y. 

An amendment by Mr. Broadhead, vn.cating the offices of judges of 
Sn tH·cme, Circuit and Probate Courts, sheriffB and clerks, clerks of 
Courts of lfocord, Recorders of deeds, Regi:>t.ers of lands, State Auditor, 
Treasurer and AttornPy General, and providing that the Governor should 
fill mo,;t of the vacaneies so cre:tted, failed to pass-yeas 10, nays 40. 

Me. lVfoFarren offered an amendment, by way of a new section, pro
viding that any person whomsoever, who shall take and subscribe the 
oath provided in the cmlinitnce, and file the same in the office of Secretary 
of Stttte or in the office of any county clerk in this State, within the 
sixty days mentioned, "shall be exempt from arrest or punishment for 
offences previously committ.ecl against 'the provisional government of this 
State, or giving aid or co1nfort to its enemies in the present civil war." 
The governor was also directed to furnish a copy of the ordinance to the 
President of tho United States, and request him, in the name of the 
people of Missouri, by proclamation, to exempt all persons taking said 
oath from all penalties they 1night have incurred by taking up arms against 
the United States, or giving :1id or comfort to its enemies in the present 
civil w::tr. The amendment was ngreed to. ':Che yeas and nays were not 
called. 

The vote :finally being taken, the first and second sections-abolishing 
the Board of Pul>lic Works and the office of Staie Superintendent of 
Public Schools-were adopted. The third section-abolishing the office 
of County School CommisHioner-was adopted; yeas 27, m1ys 23. The 
fourth section was adopte<l-abolishing tho offices of State and Assistant 
State Geologists. The fifth section-rellucin<:; the salaries of all civil 
officers 20 per cent.-was rejected; yeas 24, nays 29 ; but afterwards 
the vote was reconsidered and the section passed by yeas 28, nays 22. 
The sixth section-prescribing an oath for ouch civil officer in the State, 
including clerks of the County Courts-was adopted; yeas 3 7, nays 15. 
The seventh section-prescribing the oath for County Court clerks
and the eighth, providing amnesty for any person whomsoever who may 
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take, subscribe and file the oath of loyalty according to the ordinance, 
were passed by the following vote: 

YEAs---John S. Allen, of Harrison; James H. Birch, of Clinton; Joseph Bogy, of Ste. 
Genevieve; Samuel M. Breckenridge, of St. Louis; Hudson E. Bridge, of St. Louis; 1 
William Douglass, of Cooper; Charles D. Eitzen, of Gasconade; John D. Foster, of Adair; 1 

.'.rhomas T Gantt, of St Louis; Joseph J. Gravelly, of Cedar; 1 Willard P. Hall, of 
Buchanan; John B. Henderson, of Pike; Littleberry Hendricks, of Greene; 1 Henry 
Hitchcock, of St. Louis; Robert Holmes, of St. Louis; 1 John How, of St. Louis; Joseph 
M. Irwin, of Shelby; z. Isbell, of Osage; 1 William Jackson, of Putnam; Robert W. 
Jamison, of Webster; James W. Johnson, of Poll;:; William T. Leeper, of Wayne; 
M. L. Linton, of St. Louis; 1 John F. Long, of St. Louis; James R. McCormack, of 
Perry; Nelson McDowell, of Dade; James McFerran, of Daviess; Ferdinand Meyer, of 
St. Louis; James C. Noell, of Bollinger; Sample Orr, of Greene; John F. Phillips, of 
Pettis; William G. Pomeroy, of Orawford; John H. Shackelford, of St. Louis; 1 Sol. 
Smith, of St. Louis; 1 Robert M. Stewart, of Buchanan; 1 Ellsy Van Buskirk, of Holt; 
George W. Zimmerman, of Pike; 1-37. 

NAYS-James O. Broadhead, of Pike; Isador Bush, of St. Louis; William A. Hall, 
of Randolph; William J. Howell, of Monroe; Asa A. Marvin, of Henry; 1 Amos W. 
Maupin, of Franklin; Phillip Pipkin, of Jefferson; Frederick Rowland. of Macon; 
E. R. Sayre, of Lewis; Jacob Smith, of Linn; Jacob T. Tindall, of Grundy; 1 W.W. 
Turner, of Laclede; Aikman Welch, of Johnson; 1 A. M. Woolfolk, of Livingston, 
and Robert Wilson (the President,) of Andrew.1-15. 

It was on this day, October 16th, 1861, and in the ordinance adopted 
by this Convention, that test oaths of loyalty for civil officers and 
citizens were first authoritatively promulgated in Missouri. 

.After passing an ordinance to provide for the organization of the 
Missouri State Militia-yeas 43, nays 8,-and for the issuing of "Union 
Defence Bonds" (better known as "Military Defence Warrants")-yeas 
37, nays 14,-the Convention, after a session of eight days, adjourned. 

On Monday, June 2d, 1862, in obedience to a proclam~ition by Gov. 
Gamble, the Convention re-assembled at Jefferson City for the purpose 
of dividing the State into Congressional districts, so that the number of 
representatives to which Missoud was entitled might be elected, and for 
the transaction of other necessary business. John H. Shanklin, of Grundy, 
member elect to :fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Jacob T. 
Tindall, who fell at the head of his regiment at the battle of Shiloh, 
on the 2d day of .April, 1862, took his seat as a member of the 
Convention. Elder Thomas M. Allen, of Boone, was appointed Chap
lain, after which the President laid before the Convention a message 
from Gov. Gamble, which was read. 

Mr. Stewart, of Buchanan, introduced a resolution, which was referred 

i Since deceased. 
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to the Committee on Elective Franchise, declaring that a11 men, whether 
civilians or soldiers, who have been found in arms against the govern
ment of the United State~, and all neutrals who have given them aid. or 
comfort, be disqualified to vote. 

Mr. Bridge, of St. Louis, offered a resolution declaring vacant the 
seats of Sterling Price, of Chariton,· late President of the Convention ; 
and of John R. Chenault, of Ja1>per; Robert W. Crawford, of Lawrence; 
V. B. Hill, of Pulaski; Robert A. Hatcher, of New Madrid (nt this 
time [ 18 77] a member of Congress from the 4th Missouri district) ; W.W. 
Turner, of Laclede; N. W. Watkins, of Cape Girardeau, and Uriel 
Wright, of St. Louis ;-which was referred to a select committee, consist
ing of Messrs. Bridge, Allen, Bush, Q,t!houn, Eitzen, Gravelly and 
Isbell; who, on the 6th of Jnne, made a report that they were satisfied 
that Messrs. Price, Crawford ancl Hill had taken up arms against the 
government of the United States and the provisional government of 
Missouri; that Mr. Wright had left the State and espoused the rebel 
cause, and given it aid anc1 comfort by public speeches and otherwise; 
that Messrs. Chenault and Hatcher had removed from the State; that 
N. W. "'\Vatkins had accepted a commission as a Brigadier General from 
C. F. Jackson, late Governor of this State, for the purpose of orga.nizing 
and equipping troops for the State service, ancl for some time had been 
absent from the State, although previously he had thrown up his com
mission; that Mr. Turner, during the recess of the Convention, 
committed criminal acts, nnd was then a fugitive from the State. The 
committee th1~roforo recommended tho oxpnlsion of Messrs. Price, Craw
ford, Hill, Wright and Turner, nnc1 that the seats of Messrs. Chenault, 
Hatcher and Wittkins be declared vacant ; also that the name of each 
gentleman mentioned be struck from the rolls of the Convention. Mr. 
Pipkin, of Jefferson, moved to strike the name of N. W. Watkins from 
the resolution. Negatived-yeas 12, nays 55. Similar nttempts were 
made, but they were unsuccessful, to except Messrs. Chenault and Wright 
from the effect of the resolutions, after which they were unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr. Breckenridge, of St. Louis, presented an ordinance for submitting 
to a vote of the people of the State certain amendments to the constitu
tion and a scheme for the gradual emancipation of slaves ; to wit : for 
the abolition of the first and second clauses of the 26th section of the 3d 
artkle of the constitution-the first, forbidding the legislature to pass 
laws fo'r the \:llllancipation of slaves without the consent of their owners, 
or without paying a full equivalent for them; the second, forbidding the 

22 
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legisfature te pass laws to prevent bona ft{le emigraRts to this State, or 

sctual settlers therein from bringing from any f?tate or territory of the 

United States persons deemed to be slaves therein, so long as any persons 

of the same description are allowed to be held as slaves by the laws 

of this State. ~Ir: Breckenridge's ordimmce also provided: 

SEC. 2. That all Negroes and Mulattoes who shall be born in slavery in this State 

from and after January 1st~ 1865, shall be deemed and considered slaves tmtil they 

;;hall arrive at the age of twenty-five years and no longer, unless sooner permanently 

removed from the State; pi·ovideil always, tha.t it shall be the duty of the General 

Assembly of the State, at its first regular session after this ordinance shall take effect, or 

as soon thereafter as may be practica~le, to provide by law for the payment to the 

owner of those Negroes and 1!Iulatt-0es who would but for this ordinance have been born 

slaves for life, a full equivalent for their value at the expiration of their term of service, 

and also to provide by law for the removal to such place or places beyond the limits 

of this State, may be designated by the General Assembly, at the expense· of the State, 

of such persons as they arrive at the age of twenty :five years; and also to address a 

memorial to the Congress of the United States announcing the acceptance by the State 

of lfiSBouri of the olfor made in the resolutions recommended for adoption by the 

President of the United States, approved April, 1862, and asking a fulfillment of the 

pledge therein contained to aid those States which should provide by law for the 

emancipation of slaves, in bearing the burdens thereby incurred. 

The third section made it the duty of the owner of any Negro or 

Mulatto born in this State after January 1st, 1865, to deliver within six 

months after his or her birth, to the clerk of the proper county, to be 

recorded in a book provided for the purpose, a paper duly signed, stating 

the name, age and sex of said Negro or Mulatto, and the name and 

residence of the owner thereof; and failing in this said owner &houlcl 

forfeit all claim for compensation as provided in ':!ection 2, for said 

Negro or l\lulatto so not registered. Also that after the ordinance should 

go into effect, no slave should be broug!1t into this State. _It also 

provided that on the first Monday of August, 1864, an election should 

be held nt which the ordinance should be submitted for ratification or 

rejection of the legal voters of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Randolph, the ordinance offered by Mr. 

Breckenridge was laid on the table by the following vote: yeas 52, nays 

19. 
:Mr. Broadhead, from the Committee on ConQTessional Districts, 

0 • 

reported an ordinance dividing the State into nine Congressional Districts, 

which, after the adoption of several amendments, passed nem con. 

After passing an ordinance repealing all ordinances heretofore passed by 

the Convention, submitting its action to a vote of the people ; an 

ordinance defining the qunlifications of voters and civil officers: yeas 42, 
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nays 27; an ordinance continuing the present provisional government in 
office until the first Monday in August, 1864, and until their successors 
are elected and qtmlified: yeas 45, nays 21; an ordinance to enable 
citizens of this State, in the militi1ry service of the United States or the 
State of Missonri, to vote ; an ordinance in relation to assessors and 
·collectors !tnd for the payment of certnin accounts ; an ordinance amend
ing the Constitution so that after July 1, 1862, all general elections should 
take place 011 the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, and 
he held biennially, the convention adjourned on the 12th dny of its ses
sion-June 14th, 18G2. 

The first S<>dion of the ordinance defining the gnahficntions of the 
voters nnd civil offi.cers in t.his State, adopted .June 10, 18G2, proYided 
thnt no person should vote at any election thereafter held in the State, 
under tho Co mi ti tution and fa ws thereof, whether State, county, 
township or municipal, who should not previously take an oath in form 
as follows: 

"!,-----,do sol<lrnnly Rwcar ((!r affirm as the case may be) that I will support, 
protect and defend the Oo11Rtit11Uon of the United States, and the Constitution of the 
State of l\Ii~souri, ngiLinst all c1iemi<lB or opposers, whether domestic or foreign; that I 
will 1HJ!Ll' trne faith, loyalty iiud allegiance to the Uniteu States, and will not, directly or 
indirectly, give n.icl or Qomfort:, or eonntenimce, to the enemies or opp0sers thereof, or of 
the provisional Oov(munent of the State of Missouri, any.ordinance, law or resolution of 
any State Oonvcntion or Legislat.t1re, or of auy order or organization, secret or other
wise, to tlrn coutrnry uot.witlllltttnding; itnd that I do this with a full and honest detcr
minat.iou, pledge aud pnrpoHe. faithfnlly to keep lllld perform the same, without any 
ment,al reservation or evnf'i<m wlrnt<wm-. And I do solemnly swear (or afllrm) that I 
have not, slime the 17th tlay of December, A. D. 18()1, wilfully taken up arms, or levied 
war, against the United 8t:tt<1s, or against the provisional Government of the State of 
Missouri, so hdp me God." 

This was the second teFJt oath for voters ever adopted in the State, 
und it passed the conveution as follows: 

YEAS-Mnssrs .• r. S . .Allen, of Harrison; ,Toseph Bogy, of Ste. Genevieve; Samnel M. 
nreckenridge, of 8t. Lon is; Ilndson J~. Bridge, of St. Louis; Isidor Bush, of St. Louis; 
'Villiiun Douglass, of Cooper; Ohm:les D. Jmtzen, of Gasconatle; Willard P. Hall, of 
Buchanan; Littleberry Hendricks, of Greene; Henry Hitchcock, of St. J,ouis; Robert 
Holmes, of St. Lonis; John How, of St. Louis; .Toseph M. Irwin, of Shelby; Z. Isbell, 
<>f Osage; WillhHn .Tackson, of Putnam; Hobert W. Jamison, of Webster; .Tames W. 
Johnson, of Polk; Christopher G. Kidd, of Henry'; William 'l'. Leeper, of W!Lyne; l'rI. 
L. Linton, of St. Louis; ,fohnF.Long, of St. J,0~1is; Asa C. Marvin, of Henry; Joseph 
·w. McClurg, of Osage; James R McCormack, of Perry; James McFerran, of Daviess, 
J<'erdinand Meyer, of St. J,cmis; Sitmple Orr, of Greene; John F. Philips, of Pettis; 
"William G. Pomeroy, of Crawford; Charles G. I~imkin, of Jeft'erson; Thomas Scott, of 
Miller; John II. Shackelford, of St. Louis; Jolin II. Shanklin, of Grundy Co.; Jacob 
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legisl::Lture te pass laws to prevent bona ficle emigraJ.:J.ts to this State, or 

actual settlers therein from bringing from any $tate' or territory of the 

United States persons deemed to be slaves therein, so long as any persons 

of the same description are allowed to be held as slaves by the laws 

. of this State. Mr: Breckenridge's ordinance also provided: 

SEC. 2. That all Negroes and Mulattoes who shall be born in slavery in this State 
from and after Jamrnry 1st, 1865, shall be deemed and considered slaves until they 
;;hall arrive at the age of twenty-five years and no longer, unless sooner permanently 
removed from the State; p1·o·vided always, that it shall be the duty of the General 
Assembly of the State, at its first regular session after this ordinance shall take effect, or 
as soon thereafter as may be practicable, to provide by law for the payment to the 
owner of those Negroes n.nd Mulattoes who would but for this ordinance have been born 
slaves for life, a full equivalent for their value at the expiration of their term of service, 
and also to provide by bw for the removal to such place or places beyond the limits 
of this State, may be designated by the General Assembly, at the expense· of the State, 
of such persons as they arrive at the age of twenty five years; and also to address a 
memorial to the Congress of the United States announcing the acceptance by the State 
of Missouri of the offer made in the resolutions recommended for adoption by the 
President of the United States, approved April, 18\12, and itsking a fnlfillment of the 
pledge therein contained to aid those States which should provide by law for the 
emancipation of slaves, in bearing the burdens thereby incurred. 

/ 

The third section made it the duty of the owner of any Negro or 

Mulatto born in this State after January ls~, 1865, to delive1· within six 
months after his or her birth, to the clerk of the proper county, to be 
recorded in a book provided for the purpose, a paper duly signed, stating 

the name, age and sex of said Negro or Mulatto, nnd the name and 
residence of the owner thereof; and failing in this said owner E-hould 

forfeit all claim for compensation as provided in c;ection 2, for said 
Negro or Mulatto so not registered. Also that after the ordinance should 

go into effect, no slave should be brought into this State. .It also 
provided that on the first Monday of August, 1864, an election should 

be held at which the ordinance should be submitted for ratification or 
rejection of the legal voters of the State. 

On motion of Mr. Hall, of Randolph, the ordinance offered by Mr. 

Breckenridge was laid on the table by the following vote: yeas 52, nays 
19. 

J\fr. Broadhead, foim the Committee on Congressional Dis(ricts, 

reported an ordinance dividing the State into nine Congressional Districts, 
which, after the adoption of several amendments, passed nem con. 

After passing an ordinance repealing all ordinances heretofore passed by 
the Convention, submitting its action to a vote of the people ; an 

ordinance defining the qmtlifications of voters and civil officers: yeas 42, 
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3-Joseph Bogy, of Ste. Genevieve; 4-M. H. Ritchey, of Newton; 
5-.Tohn F. Philips, of Pettis; 6-A. Comingo, of Jackson; 7-Willard 
P. Hall, of Buchanan; 8-William A. Hall, of Randolph; 9-John B. 
Henderson, of Pike. To this committee all ordinances on the subject 
of emancipation stood referred. 

Mr. Gamble, Chairman of the Committee on Emancipation, reported 
an ordinance to provide for certain amendments to the Constitution and 
for emancipa,tion of slaves; to-wit: That the :first and second clauses of 
the 26th section of the 3d article of the Constitution are hereby 
abrogated ; that slavery shall cease to exist in Missouri on July 4th, 
1876, and all the slaves·within the State on that day are hereby declared 
free ; that all slaves thereafter brought into the State and not then 
belonging to citizens of the State shall be free ; that all slaves removed 
by consent of their owners to any seceded Stnte after its secession, and 
brought into this State, shall be free, and that the General Assembly shall 
have uo power to pass laws to emancipate slaves without consent of their 
owners. 

Mr. Bush, of St. Louis, presented a minority report from the same 
-0ommittee, and submitted an ordi1rnnce abrogating the same clauses of 
the Constitution, but declaring slavery shall cease in the State January 
1, 1864; provided, however, that said slaves and their issue thereafter 
horn shall become indentured apprentices to their .owners or their repre
sentatives, and as such held to service and lnbor until July 4, 1870. 
Also that the legislature shall pass laws regulating the relations between 
said apprentices and their masters ; to provide, as far as necessary for 
the education, upprenticing and support of those who shall become free 
under this ordinance~ and against the importation of any Negro or 
Mulatto ; that no future assessment of slave property shall be made in 
the State, and taxes now assessed against said property shall not be 
{)ollected. Also that on the :first Monday in August, 1863, an election 
shall be held at the several places of voting in this State, at which 

this ordinance shall be submitted for the ratification or rejection of the 
people. 

The majority report coming up for consideration, Mr. Drake, of St. 
Louis, moved to strike out "July 4, 1876," and insert "January 1, 1874." 
Negatived-yeas 18, nays 65. Mr. Gravelly, of Cedar, offered an 
amendment making it the duty of the legislature, at its first session after 
the passage of this ordinance, to devise means for ascertaining the number 
of slaves belonging to loyal citizens, and to appropriate and pay to such 
·citizens $300.00 for each slave freed by the ordinance. Agreed to-
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yeas 43, nays 40. .A. large number and great variety of amendments t(> 
the or<liuanco pending, and new· ordinances as substitutes, were intro
duced, debated and disposed of, most of them being disagreed to; until, 
June 29, Mr. Broadhead, of St. Louis, introduced 11 substitute for 
section 2, and it was agreed to-yeas 55, nays 30. "Without specially 
notin()" the action of the Convention on the various propositions suh-o 
mitted, st;ffice it to say that 011 July 1st, :md 011 the fifteenth day of the 
aession, the ordinance as amended was passed (yeas 51, nays 30,) as 
follows: 

Be it Ordained by the People of the State of .Missouri in Oonvention .AssembZed: 

Section I. 'l'he first and second cl.iuses of the 26th section of tho 3e:l article of the· 
Constitution are hereby abrogated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary servitude, except for the puniRlunont of crime, 
shall cease to exist in Missouri on the 4th day of Jnly, 1870, and all sliwcs wit.hln Uw Stiitc 
at that day are hereby declared to be free; l'1•ovided, however, th1it all pcrrions em1111ci
pated by this ordinance shall remain uuder the control, nncl be suhjcct to 1iho authority 
of their late owners or their legal rcpresentativ<~s, as servnuts during tho following 
period, to-wit :-'!'hose over forty years, for, and during (;hoir liv11s: thoHe nuder 12 years 
of age until they an:ive at the age of 2:l years, and thoi;e of nil other ages uutil tho 4th 
day of July, 1876. '£he persons, or their legal rcpresent.ntives, who, np to the rnomcmt 1rt 
the emancipation were the owners of the slaves thns freed, ~llnll, <luring the pm·lnd for 
-which the services of such freed men are reserved to them, have tho same 1iuthority 
and control over the said freed men for the purpose of recelviug tho pol'!!lesHion 1tnd 
services of the same, that are now held absolutely by the mu.ster iu rm1poct; to hls sl1we. 
-Provided, however, that after the said 4th day of ,July, 1870, no t>eL'AOll AO hold to st1rvfoe 
ehall be sold to a non-resident; of, or removed from the Stiite of' M.isH<rnrl, by 1tttt;horlty 
of his late owner or his legal representatives. 

Sec. 3. That all slaves hereafter brought into this State, and not now belonging to· 
citizens of this State, shall thereupon be free. · 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed, by consrmt of their owners, to any seceded Stnte after the 
passage by such State of au act or ordinance of secession, 1111d hereat'tc1· brought iHto 
this State by their owners, shall thereupon be :tree. 

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall have no power to p1tss laws to emancipate 
slaves without the consent of their owners. 

Sec. 6. After the passage of this ordinitnce no slaves in this State 'shull be subject 
to state, county or municipal taxes. 

The vote on the passage of the above ordinance, by yeas n11d 1111ys, wus 
as follows: 

Yeas.-.r. S. Allen, of Harrison; Eli E'. Bass·, of Boone; Joseph Bogy, of St. Gone
vieve; S. M. Breckenridge, of St. L 1uis; J. O. Broadhead, of St. Louis; H. E. Briclge,. 
of St. Louis; Robert Calhoun, of Audrain; M. P. Cayce, of St. Fx·ancois; A. W.Don
iphan, of Clay; W1:h. Douglass, of Cooper; Robert B. Frayzer, of St Charles; John D. 
Foster, of Adair; H. R. Gamble, of St. Louis; Thos. T. Gantt, of St. Louis; Ilenr.r N. 
Gorin, of Scotland; Wm. A. Hall, of Radolph; John B. Henderson, of Pike; Henrv· 
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Hitchcock, of St. Louis; Robert Holmes, of St. Louis; John Holt, of Dent; John How,. 
of St. Louis; Wm. J. Howell, of Monroe; Jos. L. Irwin, of Shel11y; Wm. Jackson,. 
of Putnam; J. W. Johnson, of Polk; ·c. G. Kidd, of Henry; John F.J,ong, of St. 
Louis; A. C. Murvin, of Henry; J. R. McCornrnck. of :ferry; Nelson McDowell, of· 
Dade; James McFerran, of Daviess; vV. H. McLane, of Cape Girardeau; Sl•lomon R. 
Moxley, of Lincoln; W. G. Pomeroy, of Crawford; Robt. 'r. Prewitt, of Howard; C .. 
G.Runkin, ofJeffers011; M. H.Ritchey,ofNewton; E. K. Sayre, of Lewis; 'l'homas 
Scott, of Miller; 'I'hos.'Shackelford, of St. Louis; James K. Sheeley, of Jackson; John· 
H. Shanklin, of Grundy Co.; Jacob Smith, of Linn; Sol. Smith, of St. Louis; Aikman, 
Welch, of Johnson; Warren Woodson, of Boone; G. W. Vanbuskirk, ofHolt.-51. 

Noes-Wm. Baker, of J,aclede; Orton Bartlette, of Stoddard; Geo. Y. Bast, of :Mont
gomery; J as. H Birch, of Clinton; Wm. Bonnifield, of Jackson; Isador Bush, 0f St. 
Louis; Henry J. Deal, of Mississippi; Wm. J. Devol, of--; G. W. Drake, of 
1\Ioniteau; Chas.D. Drake, of St. Louis; G. W. Dunn, of Ray; Chas. D. Eitzen, of 
Gasconade; Harrison Hough, of Mississippi; Q. Isbell, of Osage; Robt. W. Jamison, of 
Webster; Wm. 'l'. Leeper, of Wayne; IL J. Linclenbower, of Greene; J. T. Matson, of 
Ralls; J. 1V. McClurg, of Camden; Ferdinand Meyer, of St.Louis; W. L. Morrow, of 
Dallas; Sample Orr, of Greene; Robert D. Ray, of Carroll; James P. Ross, of Morgan; 
Smith O. Scl10field, of Buclmnan; R. M. Stewart, of Buchanan; Claudius P. Walker, of 
McDonald; ;r. G. Waller, of Warren; A. 1\I. Woolfolk, of Livingston; Robert Wil
son (Pres't), of Andrew.-30. 

Hamilton R. Gamble having tendered his resignation as Governor of 
the State, on motion of Mr. Comingo, it was resolved that bis resigna
tion be returned to him with the request that he c0ntinue to exercise the 
powers and discharge the duties of the office of Governor until the first 
Monday in November., 1864, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 
Yeas 47, nays 34. To whieh Gov. Gamble, on July 1, 1863, 
responded in a communication to the Convention in which he with
drew his resignation. 

Wednesday, July 1, 1863, the Convention, after having held var10us 
sessions since February 28, 1861, adjourned sine die. 
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yeus 43, nays 40. A large number and great variety of amendments to 
the ordinance pending, and new ordinances as substitutes, were intro
duced, debated and disposed of, most of them being disagreed to; until, 
June 29, Mr. Broadhead, of St. Louis, introduced a substitute for 
section 2, and it was agreed to-yeas 55, nays 30. "Without specially 
noting the itetion of the Convention on the various propositions sub
mitted, si;ffice it to say that on July 1st, and on the fifteenth day of the 
aession, the ordinance as amended was passed (yeas 51, nays 30,) as 
follows: 

Be it Ordained by the People of the State of Missouri in Convention Assembled: 

Section 1. The first and second cbuses of the 26th section of the 3d article of the· 
Constitution are hereby abrogated. 

Sec. 2. That slavery and involuntary servitude, except for the punishment of crime, 
shall cease to exist in Missouri on the 4th day of July, 1870, and all slaves within the State· 
at that day are hereby declared to be free; J>rovided, however, that all persons emanci
pated by this ordinance shall remain under the control, ancl be subject to the authority 
of their late owners or their leg~1l representatives, as servants during the following 
period, to-wit ;-Those over forty years, for, and during their lives; those under 12 years 
of age until they arrive at the age of 2:i years, and those of all other ages until the 4th 
day of July, 1876. '£he persons, or their legal representatives, who, up to the moment of" 
the emancipation were the owners of the slaves thns freed, shall, during the period for 
which the services of such freed men are reserved to them, have the same authority 
and control over the said freed men for the purpose of receiving the possession and 
services of the same, that are now held absolutely by the master in respe0t to his slave. 
-Provided, however, that after the said 4th day of ,July, 1870, no person so held to service 
ehall be sold to a non-resident of, or removed from the State of Missouri, by authority 
of his late owner or his legal representatives. 

Sec. 3. That all shves hereafter bronght into this State, and not now belonging to· 
citizens of this State, shall thereupon be free. 

Sec. 4. All slaves removed, by consent of their owners, to any seceded State after the 
passage by such State of an act or orclinnnce of secession, and hereafter brought into
this State by their owners, shall thereupon be free. 

Sec. 5. 'l'he General Assembly shall have no power to pass laws to emancipate· 
slaves without the consent of their owners. 

Sec. 6. After the passage of this ordinance no slaves in this State· shall be subject 
to state, county or municipal taxes. 

The vote on the passage of the above ordinance, by yeas and nays, was 
as follows: 

Yeas.-J. S. Allen, of Harrison; Eli E'. Bass·, of Boone; Joseph Bogy, of St. Gene
vieve; S. l\L Breckemiclge, of St. L •uis; J. O. Broadhead, of St. Louis; H. E. Bridge,. 
of St. Louis; Robert Calhouu, of Audrain; M. P. Cayce, of St. Francois; A. W.Don
iphan, of Clay; Wm. Douglass, of Cooper; Robert B. Frayzer, of St Charles; John D •. 
Foster, of Adair; H. R. Gamble, of St. Louis; 'l'hos. T. Gantt, of St. Louis; Henry N. 
Gorin, of Scotland; Wm. A. Hall, of Randolph; John B. Henderson, of Pike; Henrv· 
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"Within the limits allowed in this "Sketch" it will be unpossible to 
mnke a full record of the war history of the State, and therefore it 
will not he attempted. An acconnt, necessarily brief, but, it is hoped, 
non-paetisan and correct, of the most important war-events occurring in 
the State from the inception of the rebellion in 1861, to its close in 1865, 
must sufliice. Minor occurrences, although they may have inspired others 
of tremendous in1port, and tiresome details, must be omited. The salient 
points of hist Ol'Y will be l'ecorded, we trust, faithfully, succinctly, reli
ably. History will not he knowingly nrnnufactured. That which exists 
or has c•xistcd, events which nctu:Llly tmnspircd during the war, will claim 
attentiou ; for tlie true province of a historian is to chronicle the known, 
not the unknown; tho true, not the false; and to discharge this function 
in a numnor that shall he equally just to all men. 

To accomplish it, however, is no easy task, for the difficulties to be 
met nnd overcome 11rn both 1111morons and forn1idt1.ble. All wars, and 
especially all civil wars, iwo outgrowths of misunderstandings and ill
blood ; uud tho contemporaneous records of their conflicts by land and sea 
m-o more or Jess <foicolornd by the bitter waters of personal rancor and 
injustice. Conilicts of arms in all civil wars are remarkably fruitful of 
-0outlicts of i;ta.temont; and therefore it is often difficult, even for the 
most citndid and impartial, to evolve tho truth out of antagonisms which 
so htrgoly pa1·tidrn of tho sensational and the personal. 

We believe it will not be seriously questioned that the overt act of 
the war, tho initial stop of tho Hehellion, was South Carolina's. That 
State was tho fir,.;t to pass nr1 ordinm1ce of secession, and this she did as 
early as Decoml>er 20th, 18GO. In less than a lrnlf hour afterwards, the 
tt>legraph having flashed the nows to Washington, 11!1 her representatives in 
Congress, except two, left the ha'11. On the 24th, ~mly four days after the 
passage of the secossion <>l'<liuance, the Al'semtl at Augusta, Georgia, and 
on the 3d of Jnnu111-y, ]'ort Pulaski, on Uockspur Island, at the mouth 
of the Sa.vannah River, and Fort ,Jackson, ne:moir the city of Savanm1h, 
were taken posses,;ion of h,x tho insurgents. National defenses in Alabama 
and Noi.·th Carolim1 Hhared the smne fate. On the 9th of .January, 1861, 
the Star of tlte }Vest, lndC11 with government supplies for Fort Sumter, 
and with the national colors flying at her ma;;;t-head, and while nearing 
the fort in Charleston harbor, was fired upon by State troops from a 
masked battc~ry on Morris Island. In a few days afterwards, Forts St. 
Philip and ,Jackson, helow New Orlc1111s, am1 commanding the approach 
to that city, and the I:i'ech•ral garrison at Baton Houge, were seized by the 
State authorities. Warlike demonstrations thus followed each other in 
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Previous chapters have disclosed many of the important proceedings 
of Congress and of the Legislature, and events State and ~ational, which 
immediately preceded our late civil war, and by which that dire calamity 
was precipitated upon the country. In this record we have seen popular 
frenzy and sectional rancor growing out of our federal relations, and have 
contemplated with alarm the imminent peril of the Union of the States. 
We have seen the deliberations of the Federal Congress, and of State 
Legislatures, and of popular assemblies of the people, fearfully distracted 
by the conflicts of opposing opinions, and by heart-burnings and jealous
ies calculated to incite an appeal to the arbitrament of the sword. We 
have traced the measures of conciliation proposed through various instru
mentalities to avert the bloody issues of civil war, and have marked with 
the deepest concern how impotent they all proved in the end to stay 
the surging tide of popular reason dethroned. 

We therefore now come to the culmination of the disorder ; to the clash 
of arms itself; to that period in the State's history in which all argument 
and entreaty, all appeals to an intelligent patriotism, all invocation of the 
blessed memories and maxims of a noble ancestry were hushed in the dia 
and obscured by dust of battle. 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI, I 
JEFFERSON CITY, April 17, 1861. ~ 

. To the Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.: 
Sm:-Yonr dispatch of the 15th inst., making a call on Missouri for four regiments of 

men for immedhite se1·vice, hiis been received. '!'here can be, I apprehend, no doubt 
but these men :ire intended to form a part of the President's army to make war upon: 
the people of the seceded States. Your reqnisition,, in my judgment, is illegal, uncon
stitutional, and revolutionary in its objects, inhuman and diabolical, and cannot be
complied with. Not one man will the State of Missouri ftlrnish to carry on such an 
unholv crusatle. C. F. JACKSON, 

Governor of Missouri. 

Very similar in language and sentiment were the responses of the othe1· 
:five of the eight slave-holding States inclucled in the call-Virginia, North 
Cnrolina, Kentucky, Tennessee and Arkansas. The exceptions were 
Marylm1d and Delaware, whose answers to the requisition, while not di
rect aud outright refusals to comply, were more c011ciliatory iu spirit,. 
and yet did not comply, or promise to comply. 

It wns quite evident our nationitl :lffai~s were rapidly tending towards 
a great and momentous crisis, unpamlcllccl in our history, and that we were 
011 the precipitous verge of a bloody civil war. Many indeed there were~ 
among our public men of aclmowlcdged wisdom ancl stigticity, who al
ready "smelled the bnttle afar off, the thunder of the captains and the 
shouting." N overth•.!lcss, so disastrous to all our best interests a civil wai· 
was heliove<l to he, and therefore distasteful to good men of all pm·ties, 
that high hopes were entertained, especially among. the conservative 
masS(lS of tho border slave-sttites-Missouri included-that by some agen
cy or. other, they scarcely knew how .or what, the threatened storm of 
:flagrant war wouk'.I. he avoided. Many Union men, therefore, truly loyal 
to the Constitnt.ion and gove1·l1ment of the United Stntes, itnd having no· 
sympathy whatever with the effort to destroy them, persi::ited in their 
endeavors to prevent a collii;ion of arms between the military forces of 
the St:ttcs antl Nation. Hence they were reluctant to abandon their orig
imtl and nnomalcnu; position of armed neutrality and 11011-coercion, hoprng 
aud trusting that, if the shedding of fraternal blood could be postponed, 
even for a short periocl longer, the Union would be saved and the re
pose of the republic preserved. 

They claimed, in the language of Millard Fillmore, to have stood "like 
a rock in the mitlst of the ocean, against which the surges of Aecession 
beat in vnin. Not moved by terror or seducec;l by an unholy ambition, 
they formed a rampttrt for the protection of the Constitution." Their 
policy was one of fidelity to the Uuion, and of conciliation and pence~ 
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rapid succession, occasim1ing the wildest excitement among the peGple 

of Missouri ttnd the whole country. 

Thig excitement culminated on the 12th of April ; for it >Vas during 

the dm·lmess of that eventful morning that Lieutenant H. S. Farley, by 

order of Gen. G. T. Beauregard, :fired a signal gun from a battery on 

.Tames Island, and sent a shell of fire through the black night to explode 

immediately over Fort Sumter. It was a shot of fearful portent, whoie 

full augury the wisest in the land could not interpret. 

It was the first gun of the Rebellion, the signal for cannonading the 

Fort itself, which immediately commenced with shot and shell from the 

batteries on Sullivan's Island, Fort Moultrie, Cummings's Point, ancl 

Morris Isbnd. Aftee a heroic ancl unavailing resistance, and a terrific 

bombardment for thirty-six hours, during which over three thousand. 

shot am1 shell \Yere hurled nt the Fort, Mnjor Anderson capitulated with 

his as:oailants, surrendered Fort Sumter to their possession, and evac

uated it. 
Thir, event caused a profound sensation throughout the Union. From 

the lakes to the gulf, and from the rivers to the sea, the wildest excite

ment seized upon ~he people. They were frenzied. All were equally 

moved by the portentous event-the Union men by indignation, the 

Secessionists by exultation. In the midst of the wide-spread and univer

sal commotion, President Lincoln, within twenty-four hours after the 

National Flag was lowered in Charleston harbor, issued a prochtmation. 

(April 15, 1861), calling forth " the militia of the several States of the 

Union, to the aggregate number of 75,000, to suppress combinations in. 

South Ouolina, Georgia, Ahbnma, :Florida, Missisi;ippi, Louisiana, and 

Texas, too powerful to he suppres~ed by the ordinary course of judicial 

proceedings,'' "to maintain the honor, the integrity, and existence of 

our national Union and the perpetuity of popular government," and "to. 

Tepossess the forts, places and property which have been seized from the 

Union." Simultaneously with this prochmati.m, the Secretary of \Var 

(Simon Camercm), by authority of law, 1 issued a telegram to the gover

nors of all the States, excepting those mentioned in the Presicient' s pro

clamation, requesting each of them to detail from the militia of the State 

the number of men designatecl in a table accomptwying the requisiton, to 

serve as infantry or riflemen for a period of three months. 

Missouri's quota W[\S fixed at four regiments, which Gov. Jackson was 

requested to furnish. The following was hi,, scornful and defiant reply :. 

1See Act of Congress of February 28, 1795. 
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Aoaderoy at West Point. Its object was stated to be to attain greater 

efficiency in organization and military drill, and doubtless this was its 

more immediate design ; but the conviction soon became general in 

U uited States military circles that there were ulterior purposes in view, 

known only, or chiefly, to Gov. Jackson and Gen. Frost, and their con

fidential advisers. These purposes, it was strongly suspected, and by some 

verily believed, embraced the seizure of the United States Arsenal at St. 

Louis, with its large supply of valuable munitions of war, and the mili

tary control of the State in the interest of those who, notwith~tanding 

the overwhelming anti-secession vote of the people at the Convention 

election in February, would link the fortunes of Missouri to the Southern 

Confederacy. 
It is true these ulterior purposes were disavowed, and that in token 

of the loyalty of the Camp and its commanders, the Stars and Stripes 

floated over them. Yet Captain Nnthaniel Lyon, of the United States 

army, who had recently supplanted Maj. William Henry Bell, as com

mamfant of the Arsenal, and Col. (afterwards Maj or-General), Frank P. 

Blair, Jr., and other leading Unionists, looked with suspicion upon the 

sentirnents of Gov. Jackson's inaugural, and particularly the more recent 

and pronounced avowals of his message to the extra session of the Legisla

ture, when considered in the light of his response to the requisition of the 

Secretary of War (Cameron). Added to all this testimony was the seiz

ure of the United States Arsenal at Liberty, in the county of Clay, April 

20th, 1861, by order of Gov. Jackson, and the fact that two of the streets 

or avenues formed by tents of Camp Jackson, were called" Davis" and 

"Bcnuregnrd,'' in compliment to two of the most prominent leaders of 

the He hellion. Also, about the time of the seizure of the Liberty Arsenal, 

Captain IJyon was informed that cannon and mortars in boxes marked 

"marble," and shot and shell in barrels, had been l:mded at the St. Louis 

wharf, from the steamer J. O. Swan, and hauled to Camp Jackson on 

wagons or drays. To satisfy himself as to the truth of the report, as 

well as to make a rcconuoisance of the camp, Capfain Lyon disguised 

himself in ladies' clothes, and closely veiled, rode unsuspected in a car

riage around it, and became convinced that vigorous measures were called 

for with promptness. 1 

1 0apt. Lyon wore the dress, shawl and bonnet of Mrs. Andrew Alexander, a daughter 

of the late Gov. George Madison of Kentucky, whose bravery was conspicuous at French

town on the river Raisin, during the War of 1812. A colored man named Wm. Roberts 

drove the carriage, and Capt. J. J. Witzig was Lyon's guide. 
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Soon after the command of the St. Louis Arsenal was assumed by Capt. 
Lyon, it was reported to Gen. Frost iliat it was his intention at an early 
day to attack Camp Jackse:m; and so rapidly did these reports finally 
come tt> him, thnt, on the morning of May 10th, Gen. Frost addressed 
Capt. Lyon the following note: 

lIEADQU.A.RTERS, CAMP JACKSON, ~ 
MISSOURI :MILITIA, May 10, 1861. S 

CA.PT. N. LYON, Commanding United States Troops in and about St. Louis .Arse'nal: 

Sm: I am constantly in receipt of information that you contemplate an attack upon 
my camp, whilst I understand that yoLl are impressed with the idea that an attack upon 
the Arsenal and United States troops is intended on the part of the militia of Missomi. 
I am greatly at n. loss to know what could justify you in attacldng citizens of the Unitecl 
States who are in the lav..-ful performance of duties devolving upon them under the 
Constitution, in organizing and instructing the militia of the State in obedience to her 
J.aws, and therefore have been disposed to doubt the correctness of the information I 
have received. 

I would be glad to h."TIOW from you personally, whether there is any truth in the 
statements that are constantly pouring into my ears. So far as regards any hostility 
being intended towards the United States, or its property or representatives by any 
portion of my command, or as far as I can learn (and I think I :im fully informed), of 
any other part of the State forces, I can positively say that the idea has never been 
entertained. On the contrary, prior to your taking command of the .Arsenal, I prof erred 
to Maj. Bell, then in command of the very few troops constituting its guard, the services 
ef myself and all my command, and, if necessary. the whole power of the State, to 
protect the Unitea States in the full possession of all her property. Upon General•,, 
Hamey's taking command of this Department, I made the same proffer of services to 
him, and authorized his Adjutant General, Capt. Williams, to communicate the fact 
that such had been done to the War Department. I have had no occasion since to 
change any of the views I entertained at that time, neither of my own volition, nor 
through orders of my constitutional commandei-. 

I trust that after this explicit statement we may be able, by fully understanding each 
other, to keep far from our borders the misfortunes which so lmhappily affect om· 
common country. 

This communication will ,be handed to you by Colonel Bowen, my Chief of Staff, who 
will be able to explain anything not fully set forth in the foregoing. I am, sir, 

Very respectfutly yom obedient servant, 
Brigadier General D. M. FROST, 

Commanding Oarnp Jackson, M. V. M. 

Capt. Lyon, it was reported at the time, and we suppose it is true, 
refused to receive this communication from Gen. Fl'ost; at all events it is 
not questioned that on the very dn.y of its date, and perhaps at the very 
hour, he was in the midst of active prepu.ration8 to march upon the camp 
and to demand its surrender. .A.bout the time of the investment of his 
camp, between two and three o'clock, p. m., Friday, May 10th, 18 61t 
Gen. Frost received from Capt. Lyon the following: 
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STA.TES TROOPS, l 
ST. LOUIS, Mo., May 10, 1861. ~ 

GEN. D. M. FROST, Oommanding Oamp Jackson: 

S1R: Your command is regarded as evidently hostile towards the Government of the 
United States. 

It is, for the most part, made up of those Secessionists who have openly avowed their 
hostility to the General Government, and have been plotting at the seizure of its prop
erty and the overthrow of its authority. You are openly in co=unication with the· 
so-called Southern Confederacy, which is now at war with the United States, and you 
are receiving at your camp, from the said Confederacy, and under its flag, large supplies 
Qf tlie material of war, most of which is known to be the property of the United States. 
These extraordinary preparations plainly indicate none other than the well h'llown 
purpose of the Governor of this State, under whose orders you are acting, and whese 
purpose, recently communicated to the Legislatme, has just been respended to by that 
body in the most unparallelle.d legislation, having in direct view hostilities to the 
General Government, and co-operation with its enemies. 

In view of these considerations. and of your failure to disperse in obedience to the 
proclanmt.ion of the President, antl of the imminent necessities of State policy and 
warfare, nnd the obligiitions imposed upen me by instructions from Washington, it is 
my duty to demand, and I do hereby demand of you an inunediate surrender of your 
command, with no other conditions than that all persons surrendering, under this 
demand,·shall be hum:u1ely and kindly treated. Believing myself prepared to enforce 
this demand, one-half hour's time, before doing so, will be allowed for your compliance 
therewith. 

Very respectfully, your obedient serYant, 
N.LYON, 

Oapt. 2d Infantry, Oommanding Troops. 

Gen. Frost could not, and did not, mistake the purport of this 
communication, nor under-estimate the power of the armed force then 
on the m11rch for his encampment and in sight of his tents. Cnpt. Lyon's 
command numbered between six and seven thousand men and about 
twe11ty pieces of artillery. They marched, according to the J.11.issouri 
Republican's account, "at quick time up Market street, and on arriving 
near Camp Jackson, rapidly surrounded it, plantin~ batteries upon 
all the. heights overlooking the camp. Long files of men were stationed 
in platoons at various points on every side, and a picket guard established 
covering an nrea of say two hundred yards. The guards, with fixed 
bayonets and muskets ut half cock, were instructed to all©w none to 
pass 01· re-pass within the limit thus tuken up.1 By this time an immense 

l '.rhe regiments of Missouri Volunteers under Colonels Blair, Boernstein and Franz 
Sigel were formed on the north and west sides of the camp; the regiment of Col. Nich
-0las Schuttner with a company of United States Regulars and a battery of artillerr, 
under Lieut. Lathrop. were drawn up on the east side; and a company of Regulars 
unaer Lieut. Saxton, and a battery of heavy guns were on the north side. Capt. Lyon's 
staff consisted of Franklin A. Dick, (P1·ovost Marshal General of Missouri, under Gen. 
S. R. Curtis), Samuel Simmons, Bernard G. Farrar and Maj. H. A. Conant. 
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crowd of peop1e had assembled in the vicinity, having gone thither in 
carriages, buggies, rail cars, baggage wagons, on horseback and on foot~ 
Numbers of men 1o1iezed rifles, shot-guns, or whatever other weapons 
they could by hands upon, and rushed pell-mell to the assistance of the 
State troops, bat were, of comse, obstructed in their design. The 
hills, of which there are a number in the neighborhood, were literally 
black with people-hundreds of ladies and children stationing themselves 
with the throng, but as they thought, out of harm's way." 

Immediately on receipt of Capt. Lyon's demand for surrender-the 
Missou1·i Republican of May 11th, 1861, says-" Gen. Frost called a 
hasty consultation of the officers of his staff. The conclusion arrived at 
wa::i about as follows : The Brigade was in no condition to make resistance 
to a force so numerically superior. With but a few pieces of small 
calibre, and with less than a dozen rounds of cartridges for his command,, 
a battle must necessarily be of short duration and of but one resnlt
the total route and defeat of the State troops. To have withstood an 
attack would have been sheer recklessness and cruelty to the men of 
Gen. Frost's command. In short, the Brigade wns not by any means in 
a war condition. Gen. Frost stated, moreover, that he had no war to 
wage upon the United States or its troops; that he was only acting in 
cheerful obedience to the order of his superior officer, and in compliance 
with the laws of the State; that he had anticipated no conflict, and 
would not willingly jeopardize the lives of his men in anything that 
might be construed into hostility to the United States Government. 
Only one course was to be pursued, and that was quickly agreed upon,, 
viz : a surrender. 

"The demand of Capt. Lyon was accordingly agreed to. The State 
troops were therefore made prisoners of war, but an offer was made 
to release them on condition that they would take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States, and would swear not to take up arms 
against the Government. These terms were made known to the several 
commands, and the opportunity given to all who might feel disposed 
to accede to them to do so. Some eight or ten men signified their wil
lingness; but the remainder, about eight hundred, preferred, under the 
circumstances, to become prisoners. (A number of the troops were 
absent from the camp in the city, on leave.) Those who declined to 

take the prescribed oath said that they had already sworn allegience to 
the United States and to defend the Government, and t0 repeat it now 
would be to admit that they had been in rebeEion, which they would not 
concede." 
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"The preparations for surrender and for marching, as prisoners, under 
escort of the Arsenal troops, occupied an hour or two. The BriO'ade 
wns then formed in line headed by Gen. Frost and his staff, on horseb~ck, 
and with colors flying and drums beating, marched through the wood 
skirting the road bp to an opening that had been made in the fence near 
the turnpike. BlereBi halt was made for some reason, and the opportunity 
was improved by a large crowd Of excited citizens to draw near the 
officers. of' the staff and salute them with cheer~. The men appeared 
dejected and rather sad, but evidently were not conscious of having done 
anything cowardly. One of the oflicers1 achieved a volley of deafening 
huzzas by riding up to a fence and hacking away at it with hi~ sword, 
breaking nnd bending it so as to1 render it entirely useless. It was a 
very handsome sword, costing $100, and was a recent present from some 
military friends. This exa.mple wah followed by others amidst shouts of 
applause. 

•e Abon.t half past five, the prisoners of war left the grove and entered 
the road, the United Stutes soldiers enclosing them by a single :file 
stretched along each side of the line. · A halt was ordered and the troops 
remained standing in the position they had <leployed into the road in. 
The head of the column ttt the time rested opposite a small hill on the 
left as you approach the city, and the rear was on a line yvith the 
entrance to the grove. Vnst crowds of people covered the surrounding 
grounds and every fence and house-top in the vicinity. Suddenly the 
sharp reports of several fire-arms were heard from the front of the 
column, and the spectators that lined the adjacent hill were seen fleeing iu 
the greatest dismay and terror. It appears that several members of 
one of the German companies, on being pressecl by the crowd and 
receiving some blows from them, turned and discharged their pieces. 
Fortunately no one was inj urecl, nnd the soldiers who had done the act were 
at once placed under arrest. Hardly, however, had tranquility been 
restored. when volley after volley of rifle reports were suddenly heard from 
the extreme rear ranks, and inen, women and children were beheld 
running wildly and frantically away from the scene. Many, while running, 
were suddenly struck to the sod, and the wounded and dying made the 
late beautifnl field look like a battle ground. The total n1~mber killed and 
injured is ahout twenty-five. It was reported that the''' Arsenal troops 
were attacked with stones, and a couple of shots discharged at them by 
the crowd before they fired. 

1001. John Knapp. 
23 
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"The most of the peop1e exposed to the :fire of the soldiers, were 
citizens with their wives ancl children, who were merely spectators, and 
who took no part in any demonstration whatever. The :firing was said to 
have been done by Boernstein's company and at the command of an 
officer. As night ch>sed in and hid the ghastly horrors of the scene, 
a German regiment took possession of the blood-stained camp and the 
tents of the State soldiers. By citizens of St. Louis, and especially 
those who have lost friemls by the occurrence of yesterday, the events 
will not be easily forgotten. 

"The United States troops are now in possession of Camp Jackson, 
with all the equipage, tents, provisions, &c. The prisoners of war are, 
we believe, at the Arsenal. 

"It is almost impossible to describe the intense exhibition of feelii~g 
which was manifested last evening in the city. All the most frequented 
streets and avenues were thronged with citizens in tho highest state of 
excitement, and loud huzzas and occasio1ml i:;hots were heard in various 
localities. Thero was very little congregating on tho strnct corner.s. 
Everybody was on the move, and rapid podestrianism was tnrncd into 
account. Thousands upon thousands of restless human beings could be 
seen from almost any point on Fourth street, all i 11 search of the latest 
news. !mprecations, loud and long, were hurled into the darkening air, and 
the most unanimous resentment was expressed on all sides at tho m::tnner 
of :firing into the harmless crowds near Camp J:wki:;on. Hon. J. R. 
Barret, Major Uriel vVright and other spe~tkei·s addeessed a largo and 
intensely excited crnwd in front of. the Planters' House, and other well 
known citizens were similarly engaged at various other points in the city. 
Amid the noise am1 confusion it was impossible to obb1i11 even the 
substance of the speeches delivered. 

"All the drinking saloons, restaurants and other public resorts of simi
lar character, were closed by their proprietors almost simultaneously at 
dark; and the windows of private dwellings were fastened, in foar of a 
general riot. Theaters and other public places of amusement were 
entirely out of the question, and nobody went near them. Matters of 
graver import were occupying the minds ,of our citizens, and everything 
but· the present excitement was banished from their thoughts. 

"Crowds of men rushed through the principal thoroughfares, bearing 
banners and devices suited .to their several fancies, and by turns cheering 
and groaning. Some were armed auc1 others were not armed, and all 
seemed anxious to be at work. A charge was made 011 the gnn store of 
H. E. Dimick on Main street, the door was broken open, and the crowd 



.A REMARK.ABLE LETTER. 355. 

secnred fifteen or twenty guns before a sufficient number of police could 
be collected to arrest the proceedings. Chief McDonough marched down 
with about twenty policemen, armed with muskets, and succeeded in dis
persing the mob and protecting the premises from further molestation. 
Squads of armed policemen were stationed at several of the most public 
corners, and the offices of' the Missouri Democrat and Anzeiger des Wes
tens were placed under gnu.rd for protection." 

Gen. Frost's command were marched to the Arsenal between Blair's 
and Boernstein's regiments, and remained there that night prisoners of 
war. Next day (Saturday) they were released, each one of them-Capt. 
Emmet McDonald, excepted, who ref'used-subscribin<r the followin<r 0 0 parole: 

ST. LOUIS ARSENAL, May 11, 1861. We, the u11dersig11ed, do pledge our words as gentlemen that we will not take up arms 
nor serve in any military capacity against the United States, during the present civil 
war. This parole to be retumed npon our surrendering ourselves, at any time, as pris
oners of war. While we mitke this pledge with the full intention of observing it, we he1·eby p1·otest against the jnstice of its exaction. 

The history of the capture of Camp Jackson would not be complete 
without the transcript of a letter from Gen. Frost to Gov. Jackson, dated 
January 24th, 1861, (captured with o'ther Confederate records in Ala
bama by the 49th Mi:isomi Volunteers). Although the letter wns written 
more than three months before Lyon's mRrch upon the camp, it discloses 
the purposes of Gen. Frost, and those in authority in Misssouri nt that 
time, and the concealed symputhies with tlrnir designs of Maj. Bell, then 
commandnnt of the Arsenal. Gen. Frost's letter is a remnrlrnble paper, 
and pours a flood of light upon events transpiring previous to the 
inauguration of flagrant war in Missouri. It is as follows : 

ST. LOUIS, Mo., January 24, 1861. 
His Exeelleney, O. F. Jackson, Governor of Missouri: 

DEAR Sm: I have just returned from the .Arsenal, where I have had an interview 
with Major Bell, the commanding officer of that place. I found the Major everything that 
you or I could desire. He assnred me thiit he considered that Missouri had, whenever 
the time came, a right to claim it as being upon her soil. He asserted his determination 
to defend it against any and all irresponsible mobs, come from whence they might, but at 
the sarne time gave me to understand that he would not attempt any defense against the 
proper State authorities. 

He promised me upon the honor of an officer and a gentleman that he would not suf
fer any arms to be removed from the place without first giving me timely informati1Jn, 
and I in return promised him that I would use all the force at my command to prevent 
him being annoyed by in-esponsible persons. 
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I at the s:une time gave him notice that if affairs assumecl so threatening a character 
as to render it nnsafe to leave the place in its comparatively unprotected condition, that 
I might come down and quarter a proper force there to protect it from the assaults of 
any persons whatsoever, to whieh he assented. In a word, the Major is with us, where 
he oug·ht to be, for all his worldly wealth lies here in St. Louis (and it is very large), and 
then, again, his sympathies are with us. 

I shall therefore rest perfectly ettsy, aud use all my influence to stop the sensationists 
from attr:wting the parth:nlar attention of the government to this particular spot. '!'he 
telcg-raphs you received were the sheerest "canards" of persons who, without discre
tion, are extremely anxious to show their zeal. I shall be thor011ghly prepared with the 
proper force to act as emergency m:ty require. The use of force will only be resorted to 
when nothing else will :ivail to prevent the shipment or remova.1 of the :irms. 

The ~fajor informed me that he had arms for forty thous:tnd men, with all the appli
ances to mmrnfacture munitions of almost every kind. 

'!'his Arsenal, if properly looked :tfter, will be everything to onr St:tte, anu I intenu to 
look after it, very quietly, however. I have every confidence in the word of honor 
pledged to me by the Major, :ind would :is soon think of doubting the oath of the best 
man in t.he community. 

His idea is, that it would be disgraceful to him :is :t military man to snrrender to a 
mob, whilst he coul<l do so withont compromising liis dignity, to the State authorities. 
Of course I did not show him your order, but I informed him that yon had authorized 
me to act as I might think proper to protect the pub lie property. 

He desired that I wonld not divulge his pecnliar views, which I promised not to do, 
except to yoitrself. I beg, therefore, th:i,t yon will say nothing th:tt miglit compromise 
him eventn:illy with the general govemment, for thereby I would be placed in tm :iwk
w:tn1 position, whilst he would probably be removed, whieh would be unpleasant to our 
interests. 

Grimsley, :is yon doubtless know, is an nnconscionnJ>le jncknss, :ind only desires to 
m:tke himself notorious. 11; was through him that l'rieLnren and George made the mis
t:ike of telegrnphing a f:tlsehqoil to yon. 

I should be ple:tsed to hear whether you approve of the course I have :tt1optel1, ancl if 
not, I mn reltcly to take any other that yon, as my commander, may suggest. I am, 
sir, most truly Yonr obedient servant, 

D. M. FROST, 

The capture of Camp Jackson, and the consequent unfortunate col
lision between some of the Union troops and the people, hut notably 
the blood-shed which followed, occasioneu a profound sensation and the 
wildest excitement throughout the Stnte. Not bing equal to it in the in
tensity of the popular delirium occurred dming the war. The most sen
sational and exaggerated reports flew on the wings of the wind; of the 
brutal murder of defenseless men, women and children, by an infuriated 
soldiery; of their unprovoked attack with Minie rifles and fixed bayonets, 
upon the unoifending spectator,; of Frost's surrender, ancl of heartle::;s and 
criminal outrages too horrid to be recorded here. In truth these reports 
not only occasioned great consternation in the Legislature then in session 
at the Capital, hut set the State ablaze, and precipitated the people for a 
time into the giddy whirl of an unreasoning frenzy. 
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We have seen, in a former chaptel', how the startling and rapidly
occurring events passeded the Military Bill through the General Assembly, 
providing for men aud money to arm the State. Had we space, we might 
note the jmpromptn upri':ling of the people in many localities, with such 
arms as they could hastily gather, to avenge the terrible and wholesale 
slaughter (as the £rst reports falsely stated it), of women and children in 
the streets of St. Louis, by a brutal aud licentious Abolition mob, al'med 
with U. S. muskets and commanded by Get'man cut-throats. But it is 
not necessary. Suffice it to say that, two days after the capture of Camp 
Jackson, Brigaclier-Genel'Ul Wm. S. Harney, commandant of the depart
ment, returned to St. Louio; from Wushington, and on that day (May 12, 
1861), issued a proclamation to the people of Missouri and St. Louis, city 
in which he deprecated" the deplorable state of things existing," and as
sured the people "ho would carefully abstain from the exercise of any 
unnecessary powers," and only use "the military force stationed in this 
District in tho fast resort to preserve the peace." He trusted he would 
"be spared the 11ecessit.y of resorting to martial law, but the public peace 
must be prcserv0d, and the lives aud property of the people protected." 
He also exhorted the people to "pursue their peaceful avocations, 
to observe the laws and orders of their local authorities, and to abstain 
from the excitements of public meetings and heated discussions." 

Two days nfterwnrd1:1 (May 14, 1861), Gen. Harney issued a second 
proclamation "to the People of the State of Missouri," in which he de
nounced the c• Milit,ary Bill," passed by the recent Legislature, as "au
intlirect secession ortliiuincc, ignoring even the foi·ins resorted to by other 
States," and unconstitutional and void. He also alluded approvingly to 
the capture of Camp Jackson, maintaining that the camp had been •c or
ganized in tho ii1terests of the secessionists," c• the men openly wearing 
the dress and badge distinguishing the army of the so-called Southern 
Confederacy;" and thiit it was "a notorious fact that a quantity of 
arms had been received into the camp which were unlawfully taken from 
the United States Arsenal nt Baton .Rouge, and surreptitiously passed up 
the river in boxes nrnrked 'marble.' " Also that " no government in the 
world would he entitled to respect that would tolerate for a moment such'. 
openly treasonable preparations;" adding: "It is but simple justice, 
however, that I shouid state the fact that th~re were many good and loyal 
men in the camp. who were in no manner responsible for its treason
able charncter." The proclamation, which was one of considerable 
length, concluded as follows : 
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Disclaiming, as I do, all desire or intention to interfere in any way with the preroga.
tives of the State of Missouri, or with the functions of its Executive or other authorities, 
yet I regard it as my plain path of duty to express to the people, in respectful but a"t tho 
same time decided language, that within the field and scope of my command nnd ~iu
thority, the "s1tpreme law" of the land must and slmll be maintained, and no subterfugec;, 
whether i11 the forms of legislative acts or otherwise, can be permitteu to harrass or op
press the good and law-[tbiding people of Missouri. I shall exert my authority to pro tee t; 
their persons and property from violations o:t every kind, and I shall deem it iny duty 
to suppress all unlawfol combinations of men, whether formed under pretext of 1nil i t~Lry 
organization or otherwise. WM. S. HARNEY, 

Brig. Gen. U.S. Army, Oommanclir1g. 

It was quite evident from the tenor of both of Gen. Hamey's proclanui
tirrns, that it was bis purpose to pursue a policy of conciliation and pe.1ou, 
and to avert the horrors of civil war, proviclell these objects could be 
attained and the authority and unity qf the National Governn1011 t; 
preserved, and not otherwise. He was ready for the field, but unxiou:-; 
for peace. 

·with the view of preserving the public peace and maintaining tho 
supremacy of the laws and the unity of the republic, Gen. lforney held a 
conference with Gen. Sterling Price,1 of the Missouri State Guard, in St. 
Louis, on l\fay 21st, 1861, whieh resnlted in the adoption of an 
agreement that imposed cetfain important duties and responsibilities on 
each party signing it, and on the authorities and people they clnin1cd 
respectively to represent. It was as follows : 

ST. J,oms, May 21, 18G1. 
The undersigned, officers of the Unite'l States Govermnent, and of the Government of 

the State of Missouri, for the purpose of removing misapprehensions and allaying pt 1h Ii e 
excitement, deem it proper to declare publicly that they have, this clay, ha cl n. perso n:tl 
interview in this city, in which it has been mutnnlly understood, without the sembl:i.n•:Cl 
of dissent on either part, that each of them has no other th:m a common object eq uaJ l y 
interesting and important to every citizen of Missouri-that of restoring peace and good 
order to the peo1Jle of the State in subordination to the laws of the General and the State 
Governments. 

It being thus understood, there seems no reasons why every citizen should not eon
fide in the proper officers of the General and State Goverrncnts to restore quiet; and, as 
the best means of offering no counter in11uences-we mutually recommend to all persons 
to respect each other's rights throughout the State, nrnking no attempt to exercise un
authorized powers, as it is the determination of the proper authorities to suppress au 
unlawiul proceedings which can only disturb the public peace. 

Gen. Price, having hy commission full authority over the Militia of the State of ~,Us
souri, undertakes, with the sanction of the Governor of the State, already cleclared, to 
direct the whole power of the State officers to maintain oruer within the State a1uong the 

1 Gen. Sterling Price died in St. Louis, of" chronic diarrhea, Sept. 29th, 1867, aged 58 
years. 
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people thereof; and Gen. Harney publicly declares that this object being thus assured, 
he can have no occasion, as he has no wish, to make military movements which might. 
otherwise create excitements and jealousies. which he most earnestly desires to avoid. 

We, the undersigned, do therefore mutually enjoin upon the people of the State to at
tend to their civil business, of whatsoever sort it may be; and it is to be hoped that the· 
unquiet elements, which have threatened so seriously to disturb the public peace, may 
soon subside and be remembered only to be deplored. 

WM. S. HARNEY, Brig. Gen. Commanding. 
STERLING PRICE, Maj., Gen. M. S. G. 

Of even date with the nbove compact and declaration, :md as a part 
of it, Gen. Harney issued the following proclamation: 

To the PeopZe of the State of Missouri:-! take great pleasure in submitting to you the 
above paper, signed by General Price, commanding the forces of the State. and by my
self on the part of the Government of the United States. It will be seen that the nnitell 
forces of both Governments are pledged to the maintenance of the peace of the 
State, and the defense of the rights and property of all persons, without distinction of party. 
This pledge, which both parties are fully authorized and empowered to give, by the Gov
ernments which they represent, will be, by both, most religiously and sacredly 1,ept; and 
if necessary to put down evil disposed persons, the militarypower of both Governments 
will be called to enforce the terms of the honorable and amicable agreement which has 
been made. I therefore ask of all persons in this State, to observe good order, and re
spect the rights of their fellow-eitizens, and give them the assurance of .protection and 
security in the most ample manner. WM. S. HARNEY, 

Brig. Gen., Commanding. 

The authorities of the National Government at Washington did not 
approve the Harney-Price agreement, and therefore it was short-lived and 
fruitless of results-except to precipitate the removal of Gen. Harney 
from the command of the Department, a step which was evidently con
templated some days anterioe to the consummation of this agreement. 
He assumed the commnnd of the Department on the 12th of Mny, and on 
the 21st entered into the peace arrnngement with Gen. Price. Although 
the order superseding him was dated the 16th of May, :five days before 
the arrangement, it did not reach him until the 31st-ten days after its 
publication. Capt. Lyon succeeded Gen. Hamey in command. 

Previous, however, to his supersession, and in testimony of his good 
faith in carrying out the arrangement entered into with Gen. Price, Gen. 
Harney issued orders for the withdrawal of the Federal troops ( Gernrnn 
Regiments) from the different encampments in the suburbs of St. Louis. 
Col. Shutter's regiment left for,,, Bird's Point, opposite Cairo, on Tues
day, May 28th. Col. Bcernstein's regiment, stationed near the Reservoir, 
and at Bissell' s Point, for the purpose of stopping Missouri river boats, 
was ordered to the Barracks. Col. Sigel's regiment remained at the 
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Arsenal, and it was the intention to send Col. Blair's the next week to 
Virginia. And Gov. Jackson and Gen. Price, in the spirit of the 
arrangement, l1isbandcd the State troops at Jefferson City and St.Joseph, 
and ordered them borne, there to drill and receive milita1·y instruction. 

The removal of Gen. Harney nnd the appointment of Gen. Lyon to 
the comnumd t1ofeatcc1 the execution of the Harney-Priee arrnng(~rnent, 
and, as it turned out, left all the terrible issues of the times to be settled 

by the arbitrament of tho sword. 
It is very true that on the 11th of June, a secoml conference was hold 

in St. Louis between the military authorities of the National and Stnte 
Governments, with the Tiew of averting the calamities of war and 
preserving the peace ef the people. But it rosultetl in nothing, except 
in the more vivid disclosure of the terrible truth that their differences 
were irroconcihble by :my moans known to tho councils of peace. This 
interview was held ttt the Planters' House, between Gen. Nath:u1id Lyon, 
Col. :Frank P. Blair, Jr., nncl Mttj. H. A. Conant, on the one side, and 
Gov. C. F. Jackson, Gen. Sterling Price and Col. Thomas L. Snead, 
Private Secretary of Gov. ,Jackson (afterward,; Gen. Price's Chief of 
Staff), on the other. Tho interview lasted six hours. Gov. Jadrnon, 
according to his representation of the interview, as fonnd in his procla
nrntion of the next day, submitted to Gens. Lyon aml Blair this propo
sition:-

That I would disband the State Guard, and break up its organization; that I would 
disarm all the companies which had been armed by the State; that I would pledge myself 
not to attempt to organize the militia under the Military Bill; that no :irms or rnuni• 
tions of war should be brought into the State; tlrnt I wonl<l protect all citizens eqmilly 
in all their rights, regardless of their political opinions; tlrnt I would repress all insur
rectionary movements· within the State; that I would repel all attempts to invade it, 
from whatever quarter, and by whomsoever made; and that I would thns maintain a 
strict neutrality in the present unhappy contest, and preserve the peace of the State. 
And I further proposed that I would, if necessary, invoke the assistance of the U. S. 
troops to carry out these pledges. All this I proposed to do upon condition that the 
Federal Government would undertal;:e to disarm the Home Guards which it has illegally 
organized and armed throughout the State, and pledge itself not to occupy with its 
troops any localities in the State, not occupied by them at this time. 

This proposition was rejected by Gens. Lyon ancl Blair, they demand
ing, according to Gov. Jackson's proclamati0n above quoted-

Not only the disorganization and disarming of the State militia, and the nullification 
of the Military Bill, but they refused to disarm their own Home Guards, and insisted 
that the Federal Government should enjoy an unrestricted right to move and station its 
troops throughout the State, whenever and wherever that might, in the opinion of its 
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officers, l>c nccesR:iry, either for the protection of the "loyal subjects" of the Federal 
Government, or for t,]lc repelling of invasion; and they plainly announced that it was 
the intention of the Adminif;tration to take military occupation, under these pretexts, 
of the whole Si.ate, :md to reduce it, as a.vowed by General Lyon himself, to the "exact 
conclition of ~larylmul." 

This firntl effort nt conciliation having failed, Gov. Jackson and his 

associn.tos left for Jefferson City that night,1 burning the railroad bridges 

1 Dnring the s1m1mcr of 1877, a New York correspondent of the Cincinnati" Enqirer" 

met Col. '.l'hoR. L. S.11ead, now a cit.izen of New York, who gave this account of Gen. 
Lyon and of the Lyon-.T:wk~ou interview: "J,yon," said Col. Snead, •·was the greatest 
man I ever s:rn·. '1.'lrnt haR l.1et!ll my statement everywhere. I felt it and said it the day 
we held that mcmornble int<'n·vimv of six J1ours with him at the Planters' House, St. 
Louis. He waR ,feff. l>:wis over :1.gain, hut not as narrow and prejudiced as Davis. He 
was l.hwis, however, in iuteusit.y :tml t;euadty, and abont of the weight and leanness of 
DaviR. ·we were to hold that i11terview in order to sec if war could be prevented. I 
am the only Rt1rviv01.· of it.. Ola.Hi. ,Jackson n.nd Sterling Priec were the ablest politi

cians of 1\lissomi; Pl'ice at the lie:vl, n.fter the death o'f Col. Benton. I was the Gover
!lor's (.Tackson'K) flet~n~tary. 'Lyon ea111ciJwrewithJ<'mnkBlair, Jnn., and Gen. Conant. 
'l'lte Jatt.m· was :1ft.cnvnnl kiJ!e<l. .Prh~e wa~ :1. ~uccessful military officer and Major Gen
eral in t.lln war wltlt J\l!•Xic:o. Lyon was nothing but :t Jitt;Je Captain of artillery. But 
such wn.R hiR clen.rneRH, fore(\ nnd rm1l g(\!linR, that he met those old politicfans at every 

point, concediug 11othing, h11t Hover discourteous, his reason and his will equal. 'l'he 
whole pm·ty felt him to be the maRter mind, and the Federal historians do not err when 
they put him down nH 1.lie gr(mtMt nu111 th0y prod need-greater than any produced on 
both sitlcs weRL of the MisAiHc;ippl Hiver. 

"I~yon ndv:uicnd into that rnom, a little, red-bearded, red-hairecl, precise, positive, 
plain man. lfo 1mt down and m·ossod one leg over the other stitlly, and his face was 
serious a!Hl Rt.ctn. He spoko <Htoh word scp11mtc from the other, pronouncing the little 
worcls like my and to with as innch emphasis a.s the longer words. He r:1ised his right 
n.rrn antomatically nB t]l() conversation proceeded, and bronght it down with a jerk, the 
forc~1ingcr ext(mtk<l, y<1t never speaking higher or lower than at first. ·we felt the sense 

of war and goverumeut in 1dl his l.H.ml'ing. 
"•I shall take small pa.rt in this conforence,' said J,yon. 'Mr. Bl:Lir is familiar with 

this question, and knowR the views of my Govermncnt, and has its full confidence. 

'\Vhat lie has to say will have my snpport.' 
"Yet in hnU :m hour he took the case out of BliLir's month and advanced to the front, 

and Frank Blair was as dnmb a~ he ha.cl been. '!'he United States never could have been 
typitled by 11 more invincible mind arnl presence. It wn.s three o'clock when the meeting 
broke up. 'J'he la.st attempt .fackson made was to have both sides agree not to reernit 

troops in Mis~onri. Lyon a1·ose: 
" 'Hather than ngrce Llrnt my government shall eoncede to your government one iota 

of anthori.ty a>; to oue man to he recruited, one inch of soil of thiR State to be divided 

in allcgi:incc 01· nent1.·ali:rn<l between my govemment :1nd your government, I will see 
you, sir, (pointing to Price), and yon, sir, (pointing to Jackson), and myself and an 
of us, undt:n- the sod!' '!'hen, taking out his w:itch, stifl:ly, he said,' You shall have 
safe conduct out of my line~ for one hour. Meantime, you can get your dinner. It is 

now three o'clock.' "We took our dinner iu lmste aud left St. Lon is by an express train, 
and if we had not burned the bridges behind us, by George! he would have caught us, 
sir, before we could reauh Jefferson City, for he marched at once." 
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behind them, and cutting the telegraph wires. On the next day 
(June 12), Gov. Jackson issued a proclnmation calling into active ser
vi.co fifty thousand State militia "for the purpose of repelling invasion. 
and for the protection of the lives, lilierty and property of the citizens 
of this State," earnestly exhorting "all good citizens of Missouri t.o rally 
under the flag of their State for the protection of their endangered homes 
and :firesides, and for the defense of their most sacred rights and dearest 
liberties." He also advised the people" that your fast allegiance is due 
to your own State; and that you are under 110 obligation, whatever, to 
obey the unconstitutional edicts of the mi.litnry de::;potism which has en
thronec1 itself at Washington, nor submit to the infomons and degrading 
sway of its wicked minions in this State. No brave and true-hearted 
Missourian will obey the one or submit to the other. Hise, then, and 
drive out ignominiously the inv:idtn·s who have dared to desecrate the 
soil which your labors lrnvc' made fruitful, and which is consecrated by 
your homes." 

This proclamation was ihe signal for civil war in Missouri, and 
immediately after its publication active military· movements within the 
State begun. 

General Lyon at m1ce prepared to march upon J cfferson City. On 
Thursday the 13th of June-the day after the proclamation of Govenor 
Jackson was issued- two companies of regulars, the second battalion. 
of the first regiment of Missouri volunteer illfantry, and one section of 
Totten's light artillery, left St. Louis on the steamer Iatan; and the 
steamer J. C. Swan left the wharf with the first battalion of the first 
regiment under the command of Colonel F. P. Blair, and other sections 
of Tutten's battery and a lletaehmellt of pioneers, together with General 
Lyon and staff, numbering fifteen hundt·C'Cl men, fol' the Capital of 
Missouri. All needed camp equipage, ammunition and provisions for a 
long march, together with wngons and homes, accompanied the expedi
tion. 

On Saturday evening at 3 o'clock, June 15th, they disembarked at 
Jefferson City nnd took posse8sion of the town. No resistance was 
offered, for on the Thursday previous Governor ,Jackson, General Price 
and other officers left on the steamer TV!tite Cloud for Boonville, never 
to return. Captain Kelly's company left on the railroad on Friday, 
burning the bridge at Gray's creek hchinll them. :Five companies of 
Colonel Blair's regiment, one company of regulars and one company o[ 
artillery, entered the city. The reg11lnrs landed first and immediately 
took possession of the heights near the Penitentiary, and a part of 
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Colonel Blair's regiment marched to the Capitol, took possession of the 

building, and hoisted the national flag. The halauce of the troops, with 
the artillery, remained on the boats. 

Colonel Henry Bocrnstein was appointed to the command of Jefferson 

City, who on the 17th issued a proclamation "to the citizens of Cole 
County and the adjacent counties of Missouri." 

On Sundny, June 16th, Gen. Lyon re-embarked his troops on the 

stenmers A. ~McDowell, Iatan and City of Loui.siana, and set sail for 

Boonville, whither Jackson and Price had gone, and where they had 

collected, short as the time was, a military force estimated at three or four 

thous::111d. For the most part they were badly armed, and many of them 

wholly without arms, and without officers, training or organization; and 

with but a single piece of artillery, a six pounder. In the midst of these 

hasty preparations to fight the first battle of the rebellion in Missouri, 

Gen. Price was prostrated by serious illness, and on Sunday left, on the 
White Cloud, for his residence in Chariton County. 

Gen. Lyon's command steamed up the river, and, landing one mi.le 

below Providence, a small shipping point on the river in Boone County, 

stopped for the night. Early next m0rning he resumed bis course up 

the river, reaching Rochepol't about 6 o'clock A. M., where he learned 

that the State troops, under Gov. ,Jackson and Col. John S. Marmaduke, 

of Saline, were prcpnring to receive him some six miles below Boon

ville, on the Cooper side. The propriety of attacking Gen. Lyon'& 

comrnnnd or of risking a battle was seriously questioned by .Jackson and 

Price, on itecount of the badly armed and disorgt1nizec1 condition of the 

raw recruits who had rallied to their sbndard. But the State troops 

were '•full of fight'' and would listen t.o none of the counsels of prudence, 

which oftimes is the better part of vn,lor. Therefore they left Boonville 

and their only piece of ordnance, and under the command of Col. John 

S. Marmaduke marched to meet the advancing column under Lyon and 

Blair. This column hi1cl disembarked from tlrnir boats at Rocheport, 

with six pieces of artillery, and pmsuing their wny in the direction of 

Boonville, encountered the State troops nbout midway between that place 

and Rocheport. Reaching the brow of the ascent on which Col. Marmaduke 

and Gov. ,Jackson had formed their line of battle, Capt. Totten opened 

the enrra<rement by throwi1w a few nine-rrnunder exrJlosives into their 
h 0 . t:> 

ranks, while the infm1try :filed oblique right and left ancl commenced a 

terrific volley of musketry, which was for a short time well replied to; 

the balls flying thick and fast and occasionally wounding a soldier of 

Lyon's command. Col. Marmaduke was posted in a lane running 
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towarcls the river from the road along which the army of the United 

States were advancing, and in a brick house (Elliott's) on the northoost 

corner of the jundfon of the two roads. A couple of bombs were· 

thrown through the east wall of the house, scattering the State troops in 

n.11 directions. The well-directed fire of the German infantry, Lieut. Col. 

Schaeffer on the right, and Gen. Lyon's company of regulars and part of 

Col. Blair's regiment on the left of the road, soon compelled Col. Mar

m.n.duke's command to foll hack into a field of wheat, where they again 

formed in line just on the brow of the hill. They then ndvnnced 

some twenty steps to meet the United States troops, and for n short time 

the cannon were plied with great mpidity and effect. Just at this junc

ture the Sta,te forces opened a galling fire from a grove on the left 

of Lytm's center, and from a shed beyond and still further to the left. 

The skirmish now assume<l the m:1gnitude of a hnttle. The com

mander, Gen. Lyon, exhibited the most remarkable coolness, and 

preserved throughout that undisturbetl presence of mind shown by 

him alike in cu.mp, in private life, or on the field. ":Forward on the 

extreme right.'' '' Give them ::wother shot, Capt. Totten," echoed above 

the roar of musketry clear and distinct from the lips of the General, 

who led the advancing column. Lyon's force wa.5 2,000 in all, hut not 

over 500 participated at any one time in the battle. The State troops 

numbered, perhaps, 1,500; not all of whom, however, were engaged 

in the conflict. 
The last encounter ended the engagement, and the State troops 

retreated in great disorder-so much so that the Boonville battle is often 

called in Missouri "the Boonville Races." 

The number of killed and wounded on each side was ~reatly exagger

ated at the time. According the most authentic accounts accessible to 

us, there were two men killed on the Federal side-Jacob Kihurtz, 

commissary of Company B, Second Regiment, and M. N. Coolidge, of 

Company H, First Regiment. Nine men were wounded, hut few of 

them severely. One man was also missinO' who was known to have been 
0 

badly shot. On the State side only two were killed-Dr. William 

Quarles, of Boonville, and Frank E. Hulen, of Pettis, son of Taylor 

Hulen, of Boone County, and the brother of Mrs. James Duncan of 

Columbia. A son of Dr. McCutchen, of Boonville, died of his wounds 

the Monday after the battle. 

Tbe Federal forces marched to Boonville and took quiet possession of 

"Camp· Vest" and the city. At "Camp Vest" there were found one 

thousand two hundred shoes, twenty or thirty tents, quantities of 
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ammunition, some :fifty guns of various patterns, bbnkets, coats, carpet 
sacJ{s and two secession flags. 

On the day after reaching Boonville (June 18th, 1861), General 
l1yon issued a proclamation "to the pe«>ple of Missouri," in which 
he re-assured them that it was his intention to use the force under hi11 
com1rnwc1 for no other purpose than the milintenance of the authority of 
the General Government and the protecti0n of the rights and property 
of all law-abiding citiezens. He also mi\de it known that "the State 
authorities, in: violati~rn of an agreement with General Harney, on the 
21st of Mny last, had drawn together and orgauizecl upon a large scale 
the means of warfare, and having- mt'lde dccl:m1tion of war, they aban
doned the Capital, issuPcl orders for the destruction of the railroad nnd 
telegraph lines, nnd, proeccding to this point, put into execution their 
hostile purposes toward the Geneml Grwernment." He also denied, in 
order to co1mternct the iirflncmce of the misrepresentations of the secession 
leaders, "that tho Government troops intended a forcible and violent 
invasion of Missouri for purposes of military despotism and tyranny," 
and gave notice to the people of this State, that he should scrupulously 
iwoid all intcrforcmco with the business, rights and property of every 
description, recognized by the laws of this State, and belonging to law
abiding eit;iz('llR ; but that it was equally his duty to maintain the 
paramount irnthority of tho United States with such force as he had at 
his command, which would be retained only so long as opposition should 
make it 11oct~ss11ry, nnd that it was his wish, and should be his purpose, to 
devolve any nnavoicla.hle vigor, arising in this issue, upon those only 
who provoked. it. 

Governor ,fockson left Boonville on horseback for Arrow Rock, 
Saline County. ' A few cfays afterwards he was at Syracuse, on the 
Pacific railroad, with a military force of six: hundred men. At this point 
he was scented hy General Lyon, who dispatched a Fede:to.l force of a 
thousand men under Captain Totten to capture nml bring him back to 
Boonville; but the Governor, hearing of their approach, left with his 
trnops abont sunrise, en route for Arkansas to join Colonel Ben. Mc
Culloch. General Price, on partially regaining his health, went to 
Lexington, thence to Southwest Missouri. 

Civil war was no~v fairly inaugurated in Missouri, and military move
ments progressed ritpidly. Federal troops poured into' the State, and the 
work of organizing new regiments within its borders was entered upon 
with enthusiasm and success.. The Union forces garris0ned the city of 
St. Louis, Hermann, Jefferson City, Rolla, tho terminus of the south-
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west branch of the Pacific railroad, Boonville and Bird's Point, opposite 
Cairo. They held the entire St'.1te north of the Missouri river, the 
southeast portion· between the Mississippi river and a line drawn south
ward from the State Capital to the Arkansas border, and all the railroads 
auc1 navigable rivers in the State. 

General Lyon remained in Boonville until July 3d, 1~61, on which 
day he left with his forces for the s0uthwest, reaching Springfield 011 tho 
()th, where his command was increased by the addition of the troops un
der Mt0. Sturgis. On the day before Lyon arrived at Springfield (July 
.5th), a sharp engagement-the next in chronological order after the bat
tle at Boonville-took place at Carthage, Jasper county, between the 
Federal forces under Col. Franz Sigel and the State troops in command 
of Gov. Jackson, Gen. James S. Rains, of Jasper, and Gen. M. M. 
Parsons, of Cole. The following account 0f the engagement, apparently 
the most authentic at command, is taken from the Missouri Republican 
of July 11th, 1861; and is based upon information received from Lieut. 
M. Tosk, of the artillery attached to the 3d Missouri Volunteers, and 
who acted as Col. Sigel's adjutant during the fight. He came to St. 
Louis as the bearer of dispatches to the commander of the St. Loui~ Ar
senal, and traveled day and night from "the seat of war" :-

On Friday morning last, at 5 o'clock, a scouting party, sent out by Col. Sigel, encount
ered, about two miles distant from Carthage, a picket guard of the State troops, who 
were attacked and were taken prisoners. With all dispatch C<il. Sigel preptired to go 
forward, expecting to meet the State troops some distance west of Carthage. About 
half past nine o'clock, the meeting took place in an open prairie, seven miles beyond 
Carthage. Lieut. Tosk estimates the numbers of the opposing army at five thousand, 
chiefly cavalrr, but supplied with a battery of five cannon-four six pounders and one 
twelve pounder-while Col. Sigel's command consisted of his own regiment of two bat
talions, and Col. Salomon's detached regiment, with several pieces of artillery, under 
command of Mn.jor Backoff. Col. Sigel's regiment had six hundred men, and Col. Sal
omon's five hundred. 'rhe State troops were commanded by Generals Parsons and Hains. 
Maj. Backoff, under the direction of Col. Sigel, opened the fire, which continued briskly 
for nearly two hour~. In less than an hour the twelve pounder vf the State troops was 
dismounted, and soon afterward the whole battery was silenced. The superior arms of 
the Federals enabled them to maintain a situation of comparatively little danger. 'l'he 
State troops, whom for convenience we shall call "Jackson's men," twice broke 
their ranks, but were rallied and held their position very well, considering the destruct
ive discharges against them, until their guns gave out, when their column was again 
br1>ken. 

At this juncture, about fifteen hundred of the cavalry started back with the intenti(>n 
()f cutting off Sigel's transportation train, seeing which movement a retreat was ordered, 
and word sent immediately for the wagons to advance as quickly as possible. By keeping 
up the fire with the infantry and bringing the artillery in range whenever practicable, 
Col. Sigel managed to retard the progress of Jackson's cavalry, and eventually to fall 
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back almost unobstructed to the baggage train, which was some three and a half miles 
from the scene of the first engagement. 

By a s1dllful movement, the wagons were placed in the center of the column in such a 
manner that there were artillery and infantry forces both in front and rear. Jackson's 
troops then retreated and endeavored to surround the entire column by taking a position 
upon some high bluff.~ or hills overlooldng the creek. There was but one road leading 
across this stream, and to progress at all, without further retreating in the direction of 
Ottrthage, it was necessary to cross the elevation where the cavalry were mainly posted. 

Maj or Backoff ordered two of the artillery pieces in front to oblique to the left and two 
to the right, and at the same time a similar movement was made from Col. Sigel's bat
tallions. 'l'his was a maneuver to induce Jackson's men to believe that Sigel was seekin"' 
to pass out on the extremes of their lines, and to out-flank the cavalry. It was followe~ 
by tt closing up to the right and to the left by the forces on the bluffs, when, on 
reaching a point three hundred and fifty yards from the cavalry, the four pieces were 
ordered to transverse oblique, and immediately a heavy cross-fire was opened with can
ister. At the s:ime time the infantry charged at double quick, and in ten minutes the 
St>tte troops were scattered in every direction. Ten rounds of canister were :fired from 
each of the c:mnon, together with several rounds by the infantry. 

This was n.bont five o'clock in the evening, and the eng:1gement, with the maneuvering, 
had occupied in the neighborhood of two hours. Jackson's cavalry were poorly mounted, 
being armed chiefly with shot-guns and common rill.es. They had no cannon on the 
bluffs or hills, an<l were consequently able to make little or no resistance to the attacks 
of Col. Sigel. Forty-five men and eighty horses were talrnn, belonging to Jackson's 
troops, and there were also captured sixty double-barreled shot-guns and some revolvers 
aud bowie knives. Om· informant states that one of the prisoners, on being asked how 
many had been killed on his side, estimated the loss at from two hundred itnd fifty to 
three hundred. 

Lieut. 'l'osk says that it is undeniable that the officers of Jackson's troops displayed . 
great ability in their maneuvers, showing great strategic skill, but that the men were raw 
and undisciplined, theh' inexperience in the art of war leading them continually into 
danger. Notwithstanding their losses, the State troops still held their position so far as 
to cut off Sigel 's advance over the creek, and that officer was compelled to order a 
retreat in the direction of Carthage, Jackson's men following and surrounding the 
column on three sides. During the retreat, firing by the infantry was kept up, and in 
this way the cavalry was kept at some distance. Sigel's command got back to Carthage 
at half past 6 o'clock, and at once undertook to enter the woods about a. mile distant. 
This movement was strongly and desperately resisted, Jackson's men feeling that once 
in the timber they could do nothing, being on horseback. An effort to rally the cavalry 
to a charge was made, which brought the whole of the infantry into action. After some 
hard fighting, Col. Sigel got his men into the woods, and so covered his retreat as to 
force the State troops to relinquish the fight for the night. The latter returned tp Car
thage with the evident intention of renewing the battle in the morning. Lieut. Tosk, 
without any positive information on the subject, thinks that in this last engagement 
near Carthage, Jackson's men must have suffered a loss of not less than two hundred 
killed.1 He says that during the whole day the loss on the Federal side was but eight 
idlled and forty-five wonnded, though we understand that the dispatches of Gen. Sigel, 
to Col. Harding, at the Arsenal, place the number of killed at twenty-four. 

Colonel Sigel, notwithstanding the great fatigue of the day-his men being in action 
nearly twelve hours, and suffering severely from the heat and from the lack of water 

t Doubtless an over-estimate. 
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-ordered his men to press on in retreat from Carthage. A forced march was made to 
Sarcoxie, in the southeast corner of Jasper county (Carthage being the county seat), 
a uista.nce of twelve or fourteen miles. There they went into camp at 3 o'clock Sat
urday morning. In the afternoon of the next day the retreat was continued to Mt. 
Vernon, I,awrence county, sixteen or eighteen miles east of Sarcoxie, where Sigel took 
a stalll1, and where his headqtrnrters were located when Lieut. 'l'osk left, which was 
at fonr o'clock on the evening of the 7th. 

The next important engagement between the Federal and State forces 
occurred at Wilson's Creek on August 10th, Gen. Nathaniel Lyon 
commanding the former nncl Gen. Ben. McCulloch the latter, and during 
which Gen. Lyon was killed. It was one of the most hloouy ltnd desper
ately-contested battles of the campaign in Missouri. Of this and other 
interesting historical facts in the next chapter. 

A River Scene. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

1861.-0RJTIATION OF THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT.-JORN C. FREMONT .APPOINTED TO ITS COM• 
MAND.-Hll RETUitNS l<'HOM EUROPE TO NEW YORI{; THENCE GOES TO ST. Lours AND 
ESTAllLIRHml' HIS l:l!MnQUARTl!ltS.-HE FORTIFIES ST. LoUis.-.A. DILEMMA.-SHALL HE 
SAVl!l Brnr>'s POIN'l' cm ltmNl•ORCE LYON?,--RB ELECTS TO DO THE FORMER.-PROCLAMA· 
'£IONS 01<' Gov. 0. ]'. JACKSON.-LmUT. GOVJrnNOR '£HOMA$ c. REYNOLDS AND GENS. 
GIDEON ,J. l~ILLOW AKD J1m11. THOMPSON, AT NEW MADRID.-THOMPSON'S "CATTLE ON 
Tl~N 'l'IIOUSAND IlILLS."-FREMONT'S FI,EET SAILS I<ROM ST. LOUIS TO BIRD'S POINT AND 
llACK AGAIN.-LYON'S °MARCH llJWM BOONVILLI!l 1'0 SPitINGl<'IELD.-PHICE'S MARCH FROM 
Cow SKIN l'HA!lUJ<) TOWAHDS WILSON'S ClmEIL-'l'HE BATTLE OF DUG'S SPRINGS.-RAINS 
J)J!lFIM'l'ED.-LYON ]{JiJTURNS '.l'O SPJUNGFIELD.-'MASSING OF CONFRDERA1'E FORCES ON 
CHAN!<) C1mmr IN S'l'ONN COUNTY.-DISAG!llmMilN'l' BETWEEN PIUCI!l AND McCULLOCH.
Trrn J3A'l'TLIC. AT 'VVU.SON'8 G1mmr; ONl!l ()I? 'l'flll MOST BLOODY OF THE WAR.-DEATH OF 
Grm. l.,YON--DrnB'l!lAT OJI Tim UNION A.ltMY.-I•rs RErr1mu 'l'OROLLA.-REPORTS OF THE 
BA'l''l'LlC MADE llY MAJOR S'l'UUGIS AND GENS. i:l!EGEL, MCCULLOCH, PHICE AND CLARK 
-]'OH'l'Y-TWO 'l'IIOUSAND MILITIA CALI,ED Jlori JlY Gov. GAMllLE.-GEN. FREMONT 
DJr.Cl.AlrnS M.ARTIAI, LAW.-l'JWVOST MARTIAL MCKINS1'1\Y'S "P~;RMI'l'" 0RDER.
PmcsllmNT LIN'COLN DISAPPROV!lS FmtMONT'S PROCLAMATION.-" THE SWAMP FOX" 
AGAIN .PdWC!,AIMs.-I:Im WILL" HANG, DUAW AND QUARTER." 

On July 6, 1861, the Western Department was created, and comprised 
the State of Illinois and the Sfates and Territories west of the Mississippi 
and east of the Rocky Mmmtains, including New Mexico,-headquarters 
at St. Louis. Previous to the establishment of the Department, as we 
saw in the lust chapter, Gen. W. S. Harney, and afterwards Gen. 
Nathaniel Lyon, was in command, at St. Louis, of the National forces in 
Missouri ; and the fatter remained in command until the creation of the 
Western Department and the appointment of Maj. Gen. John 0. Fre
mont as its commander. 

At the bre:1king out of the war, Fremont, who will be remembered as 
a son-in-law of Se1rntor Benton, and the candidate of the Republican 
pa'rty for the Presidency in 1856, was absent from the country in Europe. 
On May 14, 1861, notwithstanding his absence, he was commissioned a 
Major-General of volunteers, and, receiving notice of the fact, at once 
departed for the United States and arrived at Boston on the 27th of 
J mie, bringing with him a large assortment of arms for the Union troops. 
On July 6th, 1861, he was appointed to the command of the vVestern 
Department, fer which, while in New York, he made arrangements for 
over 20,000 stand of arms and a large quantity of munitious of war. 
The bloody battle and Federal defeat at Bull Run, occurring on July 21st, 
while he was yet in New York, he left for St. Louis, where he arrived 
on the 26th of July, and where he found Colonel Chester Hardiug, Gen. 

24: 
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Lyon's Adjutant-General, in command. General Fremont established 
his head-quarters at the large and splendid residence of the late Colonel 
Joshua B. Brant, on Chouteau Avenue, where, with a good deal of the 
"pomp nnd circumstance of glorious war" he entered upon the discharge 
of his duties. 

His short administration of the affairs of the department has been 
severely criticised, and perhaps in some respects justly. It certainly 
was not hrilliantly successful, if successful at a.11. It is claimed, how
ever, that he found much disorder prevailing in the department; that the 
arms ordered in New York had been diverted for the use of the Army of 
the Potomac; that he hnd little money at his command, and that the 
military authorities nt Wnshington, on account of the disastrous defeat 
at Bull Run, were so absorbed with the defences of the National Capi
tal as to be unable to give needed attention to the exposed conc.1ition of 
the Western Department. 

Being without money, General Fremont nrnde application to the sub
trensurer at St. Louis, who had $300,000 in his vault~, to supply his 
wants. That officer refusing, Fremont avowed his purpose to seize 
$100,000 by military force, whereupon the sub-treasurer yielded to his 
demands; and with these funds he secured the re-enlistmeut of many of 
the Home Guards, or three-months' men, whose terms had recently 
expired. He also proceeded, by the erection of numerous and costly 
fortifications, to pluce the city of St. Louis in a position of successful 
defence against any probable attack. 

Very soon, as the exigencies of the campaign in Missouri appeared to 
him, Fremont was placed in a dilemma, and compelled to choose between 
the safety of Citiro and Bird's Point and the reinforcement of General 
Lyon in the Southwest. General Gideon J. Pillow was reported to be 
preparing, with a large number of Confederate troops, to a<lvance upon 
Cairo and Bird's Point, while General Hardee was pushing into the inter
ior of Missouri to annoy General Lyon's flank and rear. In addition to 
this, Lieutenant Govemor Thomas C. Reynolds-Governor C. If'. Jack
son being absent on an urgent vii:;it to Richmond, Virginia,-elated with 
the Confederate success at Bull Run (or Manassas) issued a long 
proclamation at New Maclricl, on July 31,1 in which he announced that 
"The sun which shone in its full mid-day splend0r at Manassas is about 

i About the same time, and also from New Madrid, General Gideon J. Pillow issued a proclamation to the people of Missouri, announcing his presence in the State '\Vith his army, at the request of Governor Jackson, to aid as allies in" placing our down-trodden sister on her feet'', etc. See Rebellion Record, Vol. 2, p. 442. 
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to rise upon Missouri" ; that he had intended to await Govemor Jack
son' s return to Missouri before he (R.) should enter the State, but on 
consultation with Maj or-General Polk and General Pillow they had all 
come to the conclusion that substantial reasons counselled hi~ presence 
here. He added : "War dissolves all political unions. The Lincoln 
AdminisLration, by an open war upon our State, commenced hy the per
fidious capture of Camp Jackson, has dissolved the Union which, under 
the Constitution of the United States, connected Missouri with the 
country still under Mr. Lincoln's sway. Its acts fully justify separation 
on the part of om· State, or revolution on the part of individual citizens. 
The Lincoln government and its partisans have distinctly announced their 
intention to decide by force the future destiny of Missouri; their oppo
nents, always willing to accept the decision of the people, are nevertheless 
compelled to meet the issues tendered by the enemies of her sovereignty. 
The wish of her people to remain under the same government with that 
sisterhood of Southern commonwealths to which she has belonged is 
clear from the conduct of her oppressors ; had they not felt certain of 
defeat in a reference of the question to her people, they would never 
have resorted to force to retain her in the Northern Union." For these 
reasons Lieutenant-Governor Reynolds maintained that the bond' which 
united Missouri to the North bad been virtually broken, and that every 
citizen of the State was fully relieved of obligation to regard it. 
All nding to the State Convention which began its sessions in Jefferson 
City on Febnrnry 28th, 1861, he said it was called into existence by the 
Legislatme merely as an advisory body, to present to the people, at the 
proper time, the question of separ11tion from the North; that it had been 
virtually dissolved by the acts of the enemy in banishing and imprison
ing many of its members, thus giving the minority the appearance of a 
majority of the body; that its present session was held amid foreign 
bayonets, and its members admitted by passes from the local instrument 
of the Lincoln despotism; and that, reduced to a mere rump, it might 
become a convenient tool of foes, but its ttcts could not decide the destiny 
of Missouri. He concluded by a call upon the citizens of Missouri to 
"rally as one man to the standard of the State," and as an incentive 
thereto decbred that the people of the lower Missis1:1ippi Valley were 
i• about to rush with gleaming bowie knives and unerring rifles to aid us 
in driving out the ~bolitionists and their Hessian allies;" that the road to 
peace and internal security was only through union with the South, and 
that the Confederate forces under General Pillow had entered Missouri, 
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on invitation of Governor Jackson, to aid in expelling the enemy from 

the Stnte.1 , 

On the day after the issuing of this proclamation, Brigadier-General 

Jeff. Thompson, Commandant of the Missouri State Guard of the first 

military district, headquarters at Bloomfield, Stoddard County, issued a. 

characteristic pronunciamento, in which he exhorted the people of Mis

souri to strike while the iron was hot; to leave their plows in the 

furrow, their ox to the yoke, and rush like a tornado upon their invaders, 

and sweep them like a hurricane from the face of the earth; adding : 

"vYe have plenty of ammunition, anc1 the cattle on ten thousand hills 

are om·A." Ten thousand I Just nine thousand more than the Psalmist 

claimed as the Lord's.2 The following is the full text of Thompson's 

remarkable proclamation : 

MISSOURIANS I STRIKE FOR YOUR FIRESIDES AND YOUR HOMES ! 

HEADQUARTERS lST MILITARY DISTRICT Mo. STATE GUARDS,} 
BLOOMFIELD, Mo, August 1, 1861. 

To the People of .Missouri : 

Having been elected to command the gallant sons of the First Military District of 

Missouri in the second war for independence, I appeal to an whose hearts are with us, 

immediately to take the field. By a speedy and simultaneous assanlt on our foes, we can, 

like a hurricane, scatter them to the winds, while tardy action, like the gentle son th 

wind, '\'\ill only meet with northern frosts, and advance and recede, and like the seasons, 

will be like the history of the war, and will last forever. Come now I Strike while the 

iron is hot! Our enemies are whipped in Virginia. They have been whipped in Mis

souri. Gen. Hardee advances in the center, Gen. Pillow on the right, and Gen. McOnl

loch on the left, with twenty t11onsand brave Southern hearts to our aid. ·So, leave your 

plows in the furrow, your ox to the yoke, and rush like a tornado upon our invaders n nd 

foes, to sweep them from the face of the earth, or force them from the soil of our State ? 

Brave sons of the First Distdct, come and join us! We have plenty of ammunition, 

and the cattle on ten thousand hills are ours. We have forty thousand Belgian muskets 

coming; but bring your guns and muskets with you, if yon have them; if not, come 

without them. We will strike our foes like a southern thunderbolt, and soon our camp

fires will illuminate the Merimac and Missouri. Come, turn out! 
JEF~. THOMPSON, . 

Brigadier General Commanding. 

Rebellion Record, Vol. 2, pp. 455-57. 

2ANECDOTE.-.A short time after the publication of this proclamation, Gen. Thomp

son, being in great need of beef cattle for his troops and not one on the "ten thousand 

hills" coming at his call, seized upon the only cow of a widow in the vicinity and -was 

in the act of driving her to his camp. The widow went to him and protested: "Why 

General, is it possible you intend to rob a widow of the only cow she has in the world' 

when, as you have said in your proclamation, the cattle on 'ten thousand hills ar~ 

yours?" The General, who always enjoyed a joke, retreated from the Widow and her 

cow. 
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More than this: Governor Claiborne F. ,Jackson, having returned from 
Richmond, issued a" thunderbolt" in a.prnclamation published at New Mad
rid on August 5th, called by him the "DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
oF THE STATE OF Mrssoum," in which, after reciting various usurpations 
and outrages by the Federal military and civil authorit.ies against the 
people and government of Missouri, he declared," in their name, by their 
authority and on thf'ir behalf," that "the political connection heretofore 
existing between said States and the people and government of Missonri, 
is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that the State of Missouri, as 
a SovEREIGN, FREE AND INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, has full power to levy 
war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and do all 
other actt:i and things which independent States may of right do."1 

Several weeks previous to General Frelllont't:i assumption of the com
mand of the Western Department, the battle of Carthage had been 
fought, and the Union forces compelled to retreat, while General Lyon's 
command in the vicinity of Springfield was seriously menaced by a Con 
federate force at lenst 50,000 strong, under the command of General: 
Price, McCulloch, Pearce and McBride. Cairo and Bird's Point wer1 
tdso threatened. In the dilemma which presented itself, General Fre
mont, believing himself unable to save both, elected to secure the safety 
of Bircl' s Point, and therefore to leave General Lyon and his little army 
to take care of themselves as best they might. 

About the 1st of August, a great fleet of eight steamers was 0rclered 
to the wharf at St. Louis to convey the troops down the river, and 
unusual activity in military circles prevailed. The fleet, Captain Bart 
Ahle in clrnrge, consisted of the Oity of Alton, the flag transport, with 
Gene1·al Fremont and staff on board, Louisiana, D. A. Januai·y, G. W. 
G-raham, .Empress, War Eagle, Jenny Deans and ·warsaw. With this 
fleet, ancl a formidable array of infantry ancl artillery, General Fremont 
steamed down to Bird's Point and steamed back again, there being no 

i The Missonri Statesman, (Columbia), of August 23, 1861, referring to this proclama
tion, said: It not only declares Missouri out of the Union, but goes a kangaroo leap 
beyond and declares it an Independent Republic-a nation of itself, with full power to 
levy war and conclude peace, to contract alliances, regulate commerce, make treaties 
with foreign nations and the Indian tribes, coin money, grant letters of marque and 
reprisal, and do all other acts anu things which independent nations may perform. 
Not only out of the Union; not only severed from her connection with and allegiance 
to the federal constitution, but riding out upon the world's ocean, isolated and alone, 
recognized by no power, known by no power, claimed by no power, a fugitive among 
the nations. And all this, too, without a vote of her people, legislature or convention
the radical transfiguration being consummated by the :fiat of Governor Jackson alone! 
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Confederate force there, Pillow's demonstration proving to be a menace 
only. Bird's Point, which many now believe was never in danger, was 
saved. And Bit-d's Point cost the country Lyon! Had it been a point 
of gold, which it was not, instead of a point of sand, which it was, it 
would have been dearly purchased with the life of such a soldier and the 
loss of such a hattle as ·vVilson's Creek. 

After the battle at Boonville, on the 18th of June, 1861, General 
Lyon, with a force numbering ne:u· three thuusand men, fonr pieces of 
artillery and a long baggage train, left that place on July 3d, 18Gl, in 
pursuit of the State troops, who were reported to have fled to Syracuse 
and beyornl. Genernl Lyon was mounted on au iron-gray horse, and 
was accompanied by a small body-guard of ten hntcherR of St. Louis, 
who were all remarlrnble for their large size, stroug phys1qne, and fine 
horsemanship. 

At Grand River, a branch of the Osage, in Henry County, which he 
reached on July 7th, he was re-in forced by three thonsarnl troops from 
Kansas, co111111tmded by Major S. D. Sturgis. When within Pighty miles 
of Springfield, L3ro11 received intelligence of Sigel's battle at Carthage, 
and he determined to chrrnge his course and march to his relief. Not
withstanding the inknse be:1t of thE' weather and tho fact that his iii
fantry was ovPrcomc by fatigue, early on the morning of the 10th of 
July the army marched from their encampment, on the south hauk of the 
Osage, and pursued their way among the steep hill::;, deep gorges, and 
trackless forest,; which lay before him. After a. march or SCHllO fifty 
miles, a messenger frum General Sigel brought him definite information 
of his desperate encounter ni Carthage with the Confederates, and of bis 
arrival in safety at Springfield. Therefore, Lyon, marching leisurely, 
accomplitihed the distance (thirty miles) to Springfi<'kl in the next two 
days. In carnping near that place he prepared for offensive war against 
the superior anrl constantly-increa.':'i11g force of his enemies. Conscious 
of the perils which environed him, be repeatedly asked Genernl Fremont 
for reinforcements, hut recc·i ved no reply. Patiently he waitec1 for them, 
but they c:nne not. He prepared as best he could to resist the threat
ening dangers. 

011 the 25th of tfoly, 1861, Genernl Sterling Price hrgan to move his 
con11n:111d from its encampment on Uowskin Prairie, in l\foDonald 
County, tow:ll"ds Cassville, in Bnrry County, nt which place it had been 
agreed between Generals McCulloch, Pearce and Price their respective 
comma11d;;, together with tbe troops under Gencml l\foBride, should 
concentrate, preparatory to a forward movement Ull Springfield. On the 
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29th, the junction was effected with McCulloch and Pearce. The com
bined armies were then put under marching orders; the :first division, 
Gene1·al McCulloch, of Texas, commanding; the Second Division, General 
Pearce, of Arkansas, and the Third Division, General Steen, of Missouri, 
leaving Cassville on the 1st and 2d of August, taking the road leading to. 
their 0bjective point-Springfield. Genera.I Price,of Missouri, with the 
greater portion of his infantry, accompanieJ the Second Division. A 

. few days afterward, a regiment of Texas Rangers, under command of 
Colonel Greer, joined the enbattled hosts who were moving to attack 
Lyon. Brigadier-General Jam es S. Rains, a· well-known politician of' 
Jasper County, Missouri, commanded the advance guard of the Southern 
army, his force consisting of six companies of mounted Missourians. On 
Friday, August 2, he encamped at Dug Springs, on the Springfield road. 
and about five miles beyond Crane Creek, where he encountered thE 
Union forces, under General Lyon, and where the battle of Dug Springi 
was fought. 

Near the close of the month of Jnly, General Lyon was informed of 
the c·oncentration of the Southern troops at Cassville, and of their 
intention of marching upon his camp. Therefor!?, large as their force 
was in comparison with his own, he determined to go out and meet them; 
and, late in the afternoon of the 1st of August, his entire army ( 5,500 
foot, 400 horse, and 18 guns), led by himself, moved toward Cassville, 
with th~ exception of a small force left behind to guard the city. 1 They 
bivouncked that night on Cave Creek, ten miles south of Springfield, and 
moved forward at an early honr in the morning, excessively annoyed by 
heat and dust, ancl intense thirst, for most of the wells and streams were 
dry. At Dug Springs, in Stone County, nineteen miles southwest of 
Springfield, they halted. They were in an oblong valley, five miles in 
length, and broken by projecting spurs of the hills, which formed wooded 

1 Lyon's force at this time consisted of :five companies of the First and Second 
Regulars, under Major Sturgis; five companies of the First Missouri Volunteers, Lieut
enant-Colonel Andrews; two companies of the Second Missouri, Major Osterhaus; 
three companies of the 'l'hird Missouri, Colonel Sigel; Fifth Missouri, Colonel Salomon; 
First Iowa, Colonel Bates; First Kansas, Colonel Deitzler; Second Kansas, Colonel 
Mitchel; two companies First Regular C:tvalry, Captains Stanley and Carr; three 
companies First Regular Cavalry (recruitsj, Lientenant Lathrop; Captain 'l'otten's 
Battery, Regular Artillery, six guns, 6 and 12-pounders; Lieutenant Dubois' Battery, ' 
Regular Artillery, four gnus, 6 and 12-pounders; Captain Scha'effer's Battery, Missouri 
Volunteer Artillery, six guns, 6 and 12-pounders. General Lyon gave the most 
important secondary commands to Brigadier-General Sweeney, Colonel Sigel, and 
:Major Sturgis. 
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ridges. Soon after halting, they discovered, by clouds of dust at thE 
other extremity of the valley, that a large body of men were there an<] 
in motion. These were Confederates, nuder General James S. Rains. 
A battle-line was formed hy the National troops, and iu that order thE 
little armv mornc1 forward toward the enemy, led by a company of 
re£?:nhr it;f:mtff, under Captain Steele, snpporlell hy another of the 
F~urth Regula~ Cavalry, under Captain Stanley, which held the advuucecl 
position on tbe left. Owing to the riclges in the valley, the r.e:tl force oJ 
each p<trty was easily concealed froni the other, and afforded opportunities 
for surprise::;. And so it happened. \Vhile the vangn~ml of the Union 
troops was moving cautiously forward, followecl hy the main bo<Jy, and 
skirmishers were exchanging shots briskly, a l:Lrgc forec of Cu11foclcratcs 
suddenly emerged from the woods, to cut off Stcdc'E i11faatry from 
Stanley's cavalry. The latter (about a hnrnJrecl and fifty strollg) imme
diately drew up his men in proper order, ancl when tho fuo was within 
tho range of their Sharp's carbines, they opo11ec1 a deadly Lire upon them. 
The latter numbered nearly five hundrocl. They rnturncd tho fire, :m<l 
a regubr battle seemed about to open, when a subonlinatc officer in 
Stanley's command shouted "Charge!" and twenty-five hor;;emoll dashed 
in among the Confederate infantry, hewing them down with their sabers. 
Stanley could do nothing better than sustain the irregular order; but 
before he conld reach them 'vith reinforcements, tho Confedemtcs ha<l 
hruken and :fled in the wildest confusion. "Are these men or devils
they fight so?" asked some of the wounded of the v:u1qui~IJcd, when the 
conflict was over. ·when this body of Confoclorate i 11i'a11try fl cd, a forge 
force of their cavalry appeared emerging from the woods. Captain 
Totten brought bvo of his guns to bear upon thcrn from a commanding 
eminence, with such precision that his shells foll among ancl senttered 
them in great disorder, for their frightened horses became unmanageable. 
The whole column of the Confederates now withdrew, leaving the valley 
in possession of the National trnops. Thus endeL1 tbe battle of Dug 
Springs. Lyon's loss was eight men killetl ancl thirty wounded; a!1d 
that of the Confederates ·was about forty killocl, a1H1 as many woundecl. 1 

Pursuit was instituted the next morning, bnt none of Hains' force was 
found. At the encampment at Curran, iu Stone County, twenty-six miles 
from Springfiek1, Lyon determined to return to that place, which he 
reach ell on August Gth. After the concentration, ueal' Crane creek, in 
the northern part of Stone County, of the eutire Confederate force, 

1 " The Civil War in America,'' Lossing, Vol. 11, pp. 45-6. 
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intelligence was received by them that Lyon's army, which had defeated 
Rains at Dug Springs, \\'us immensely superior in numbers to their own; 
and thel'efore a disagreement arose among some of the Confederate offi
cers ns to the policy of a further advance toward Springfield. General 
McCulloch counseled a retrograde and General Price a forward move
ment. Price's offieers and men agreed with him and were "eao-er for the 

• . 0 

fray." Pnce asked McCulloch, as he was unwilling to advance, to loan 
him arms for the destitute portions of his command, that he mio-ht ad-

o 
vance without him. He refused. And thus the embarrassing disagree-
ment coutin uec1 till the evening of the day (August 4th, 1861), when an 
order was received by McCulloch from Major-General Leonidas Polk, 
ordering just that. which Price desired-an advance upon Lyon. A 
council was at cmce held, in which McCulloch agreed to mu.1·ch upon 
Springfield, provided he would be granted the chief command of the 
army. Price, to whom in right and justice the chief command belonged, 
anxious to encounter Lyon and defeat and drive him from the State, con
sented to the terms of the imperious Texan, remarking that he was "not 
fighting for distinction, but for the defence of the liberties of his coun
try," nnd that "he wns willing to surrender his command and his life, if 
necessary, as u sacrifice to the cause." 1 A little after midnight; there-

1 " G ATII " (George Alfred Townsend), a correspondent of the Cincinnati Enquirer, in 
the summer of 1877, met in New York city Colonel T. L. Snead, Chief of Staff of Sterling 
Price, who wits in every pitched battle fonght by the armies of Kansas and Missouri. 
He is a St. Louis man, and was an editor mid amateur politician. Colonel Snead said 
tlrnt he possessed a chest fnll of papers and reports, and could write the only accurate 
statement, and correct many prevailing errors and misapprehensions, of the battle of 
·wnson's Creek. He was Price's Adjutant there, as Mcintosh, of Georgia, was Ben 
McCulloch's. Mcintosh was a better soldier than JIIcCulloch, who was indecisive and 
faint of contldcnce. Price was a fine old officer, who had never lost a battle. and felt 
like all Missonrians, that the place to fight Lyon was lliissonri, and not to fall back to 
.Arkansas. McCnlloch commanded the Confederate army proper of only 3,000 men. 
Price 0ornmanded ihe Missouri State Guard, which the others considered militia, of S,-
000 men. The Confeuerate Government, including Jeff. Davis, seemed indifferent about 
Missouri, and did not regard her as having properly seceded. Price wns a Major-Gen
eral, McCulloch only a Brigt1dier. The latter hesitated about marching upon Spring
field, and was inclineu to return to Arkanms. One day Price rode up on his hor;:e; he 
had a loud voice and :1 positive il(lclress, and always spoke to McCulloch as if he consid
ered the latter an inferior. "Do you mean to march into nlissonri and attack Lyon. 
General McCulloch?" "I have not received permission from }fr. Davis to do so, sir," 
answered McCulloch. ''My instructions leave me in doubt whether I ·will be justified 
in doing so." " Now, sir," snid Price, still in a loud, imperious tone," I have commanded 
in more battles than you ever saw, General McCulloch. I have three times as many 
troops as yon. I am of higher ran!;: than you are, and I am twenty years your senior in 
age. I waive all these things, General McCulloch, a.id if you will march into Missouri 
I will obey your orders. and give yon the whole command and all the glory to be won 
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fore, on Sunday, August 4th, they took up the line of mn,rch, which was 
continued to \Vi1son's Creek, ten miles southwest of Spriugfield, which 
they reached on the 9th. Here they enca,mped, rrnd clctcrmincd a,t nine 

there." J'vkCulloch said he WllS then expecting :t dispatch from Mr. Davis. :i,ncl wonltl 
take Price at his word if it was favornble. 'fhe dispatch ea.me, and the army advanced, 
"\vith l\IcCnlloc:h in supreme comm:tnd. After 2\foCnlloch had advanced awhile he 
aga.in grew irresolute, and instead of moving on Springtielu direet, he halted ont on 
\Yilsou's Creek. twelve miles or so so nth of that city. Priee rode up to him one rh.1· and 
fonnd him making diagrams with a. stick on the gTonnd. Price hawled out. "Ge11ernl 
J\kCnllocl1, are yon going to attack Lyon or not?" J\foCnlloch f:aid that he w:rn l!ncle
cicled. "Then." cried Price, "I ""mt rny own Missouri troop.s. and I will lend them 
ag:1inst Lyon llly;;elf if they a.re all Villell in the action, and yo11, Gnll(;rnl J\IcC11lloch, 

may go where in the devil you please!" l\foCnlloch wns thns exasp(•ratctl into prom
ising· an attack. It was arranged to move on the very 11ight. tl1nt L~·on moved, nrnl liy 

three columns, upon Springfield. Price was to t;tke one colnmn, J\kC11lloc·.Ji. a. SP.t"\nf!, 

nml General Clark a third. In anticip:Ltion of this 111ovemeni-, ,\i«Ctil loch tlrcw iu liis 
pickets. and seeing some clouds aml tlneatening weatlier ari,i11g·, hP onl1:1·cd the troops 
to Jar on their anus. and did not ag:tin advtrnce his piekets. 'l'his le1l to t.lin co111plcte 
snrprise effected in the morning· by Lyon; and it also s:1.v1'tl Sterling Prkc from a1111ihi
l:ttion; for, had Price moved with his column on tlic ro:i.1l lai1l down frn· him, he wo11ld 

have met Lyon's army n.1111 been extirpated. At frmr o'uluck oa Uw 11wrni11g oJ tl1c bat
tle-the 10th of Angust, lSGI-J\foCnlloch rode over to Price's lH·n.rlq11:1,1·ters, which 
were pird1erl in a smt of a eow-ynrd by a srn:tll J:1nn l1onf'n ilo1yn in a hollow. J\foC1il

lod1 was back on a hill. \Vhile Price. J\foCnlloclt and Sne:td 1y1;r<: l:1ki11g lll·enkfast nt 
tl1e earlie~t da\\'n, a man c:uue in from tl1e front, wlterc Haius '.l':lci posU"l, nml ~a.id he 
had an important message. 'l'lte Yankee:l 1rnrn :.1dv:111uing, fitll :.\O.IJOIJ sLrn11g. :tJl(l were 
on Tb.ins' line already. ''Oh, p;::haw," sa.id i\frCullnch. after a 111i11111.e, "that's :111nt.lwr 
of Raius' scares.'' They went on eating nnti! a second rnau c:111w i11, autl again reported 
that the Fed1"rnls were not more than a mile awn.1·, aud right on U.a.in.s' col11111n :.t.s tliey 
lay on their arms. McCnlloult again sai1l that it wa.s ll011s1,1t.-;c; l111t Priec wm; v.xeitcd. 
He thnrn:len;d ont to Snead: ''Order 111)' tr\Jops. sir, 11.1HIC'r ~1r1rt.'i aml i11 line of lmttle 

at once. and have my horse sa1ldle1l ! " He liad hanlly spoken tlte words when Llti;; lit
tle gronp of men looked up from the cow-yanl where the hills were risi11g Jinn on line 
before them. and in the clear morning· perspeutive they saw ToLLeH's l1atkry tmlimlwn:d 
on the top of a hill less than three-quarters of a mile 11istant. and, before ho ltatl thrown 
the first shot, Sigers battery in the t·car also pealecl out, and the halls from tho8ti tw1) 
cam10n crossed ea.eh other right OYe1· the hollow where Price's troops \H~re lying. The 
1mrprise \l':lS perfect. General :ifrCnlloch Jtm,tened b:wk to l1is l1eaclq11a1·tern and pnt 
lris troops in motion ngninst. Sigel. In a very little while Sigel wns wipc1l out. Price 
meanwhile hncl to enunnnter J,yon. Th<: cnntcO't w:i~ spirit1•tl arnl lle:ully. :md the 

11·eatlrn1· like fighting in a furnace. Priee ·.s (•ol11mu.~ were nwli ng lH:l'nre J,yon ·~ attaek, 
1\'hea he sent. Colonel Sne:tll lnwk to a.-'k J\frCnllocll if he 1ornlld spam liirn :t lJat.talion of 
J\lbsourian.-.; 11,l1ich were not properly in ::\frC11llod1's l:orum:11Hl. J\kCnllocll ~llL'n put 
ltirnself :Lt the ltca1l of tl1is :llissonri column. with e1.,rt:t.in other troops, nnd callle ha.ck 
on't' tl1e field to Price's relief. It ·was this i·eiuforc•.emc•nt which caused the cleath of 
Lyon, :t.> Colonel Sneacl believes; for, seeing· fresh troops aclvaucii1g 011 the rebel sicle, 
Lyon waved his s>vonl aml led the counter-attack, aml was shot deacl. Colonel Snead 
saitl tlmt it seemed to him but a few minute.,; :tftcr Lyon foll before the battle stopped 
on both sides. 
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o' cloch: that night to march in four separate columns ao-·iinst Sprino-fiel J 

d h . . «:i' 0 u, 
surronn t e city, and begm a simultaneous attack at tbvhreuk. A 

thre1Lte11ecl storm and the darkness of the night caused Gen~ral McCul

loch to. countermand ~h~ order to march, and Saturday moming found 

the en tll'C army, consIStmg of 5,300 effective infantry, fifteen pieces of 

artillery and 6,000 cavalry 1 with a large number of unarmed horsemen, 

encn.rn pcd upon the field. But the night was neither too dark nor 

storni.y for Genernl Lyou. His perils were imminent and extreme, and 

his respousilJilitics to the Union cause in ~'.[jssouri verv ernharrassino

His li ttlc army was in front of a largely superior and co1;stnntly-inerea~~ 
ing force, which was marching to attack him. Ahandoned to his fate hv 

the department commander and the authorities at Washinoton he w;s 
e ' 

reduced to tho extremity, in the midst of fearful odds against him, either 

of retrenting northward or of risking a battle under such disadvantages. 

He ch OS(» tho latter altomative, and 'W!lited not a moment to put his 

resolve into execution. Tl1ercfore, at five o'clock P. M., of August 9th, 

he 1n:::nched in two columns from Springfield, making a detou1· to the 

right, nn<l, notwithstanding the almost impenetrable darkness and the 

preva i I ing storm, :1t one o'clock in the morning arrived in view of the 

Oonfe<1ornto gunnl-fires.. Here the columns halted and lay on their arms 

till tho <bwn of dny, when they formed in battle-line and advanced to 

to the hloody encllunter which ensued. Lyon's effective force was 5,200 

men, i11fa11try and cav:11ry, :rnd three batteries of 16 guns. 2 

i General MeCnlloch's :trmy consisted of tlie First Division, comnmnded by himself; 

the Second l>iviHion, by General Pearce, of Arkansas, and the 'l'hird Division, General 

Steen. '.l'hc M i~Rtmri troops were nnder command of Major-General Sterling Price, and 

were as followR: 'l'lle A(lvance Gnanl, six companies, under Brig:adier-Geuernl Rains; 

First Briga.tlc, Colonel H.iclmrd Hanson Weightman, and other divisions and brigades 

under l~rigndior-Gencral Williarn Y. Slack, of Chillicothe (formerly of Boone County); 

Brigadim·-Gcncrnl ,Tohn n. Chtrk, Sr., of Howard Connty; Brigadier-General J. H. 

McBL'icle, of Greeno County and Brigmlicr-General Monroe J\L Pm'sons, of Cole. All 

anns o:f the service were represented among the Missouri troops-infantry, cavalry aud 

artillery. (Kee o1l1cial reports of Gens. McCnlloch, Price and Clark in the "Rebellion 

Record," Vol. 2, pp. 50G-ll.) 

'I.yo n's colmnn consisted of three brign.des, commn.ncled respectively by Major S. D. 

Stnrgis, J~ientenant-Colonel Andrews and Colonel Deitzler. :l\fajor Sturgis' Brigade 

was co :rnpos'ed oj' a bat.tali.on of regufar infantry, under Captain Plummer; Captain Tot

ten.'s light battery of six pieces, a battalion of Missouri volunteers, nuder :l\fajor Oster

lrnus, Captain vVoo,l"s company of mounted Kansa.s volunteers, aud a company of regu

lar cavalry, under Licnte1rnnt Canfield. Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews' brigade consisted 

of Captain Steele's battalion of regulars, Lieutenant Dubois' light battery of four pieces, 

and the l!'irst .Missonri Volunteers. Deitzler's brigade was composed of the First and 

Secon<l. Kansas and First Iowa Volunteers, and two hundred mounted Missouri Home 
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The two columns of the Fmleral m·my were commanded by I~yon and 
S·1o·cl nucl their attack at daylight upon the Confederate forces was a 

0 ' . 
complete surprise, fo1· McCulloch, not apprehending a march upon his 
camp through such a night of darknes::i and storm, ha<l. with<lrawn his 
auvanced picket::;. 

The oflicial reports, from officers on both sicks, of the battle which 
ensued-a battle which takes mnk among the nwst terrible aml bloocly 
in the annals of the Rebellion-are before U'i ; aucl from these, discar6-
ing all inesponsible newspaper acccnrnts of it, this narrative is chiefly 
constrnctcd. 

General Lyon having been killed in the mi<Jst of the engagement, 
1\fojor S. D. Sturgis succeeded to the command, aml made l'l'}>Ol't on 
August 20th, 1861, to General Frcmo11t, commaudanL of tlie \Vostern 
Dep:1rtrue11t. According to Major Sturgis' report, tlic Fcdc~ral forces in 
command of Lyon-the other colurnn being uuder Sigul-formed a 
lino of battle at cbylight, clmidy followcll hy ToUen's lwttC'ry, sup
ported by a strnng n'setTe, and wilh skirmisl1ers in front. Driving in 
the enemy's out-posts, a ravine was crossed twd tt high ridgo gained, 
whern a considerable force of the C'llcrny's skirmishers carno iu view. 
Major Osterhaus' battalion was deployecl to Urn. right, and two companies 
of the First Missouri Volunteers, under CapUti11s Yat<~s aml Ca.von<ler, 
were deployed to the left-all as skinnislwrs. Very suvel'(' tiring cnsnell, 
and it became evident Lyon\; column was approaching the Confederate 

.stronghold, where th~y intended giving bu1 tie. A fow shd ls from Cap
tain James Totten's battery cleared the frnnt; awl tho First Missouri 
and the First Kansas moved forwal'd, ~upporte<l by the :First Iowa and 
Totten's hattery. The Second Kausa::;, Captain Freel. K. 8tecle' s 
battalion and Lieutenant.John V. Dnhois' battery, worn held in rescrve
the latter to the left aml rear of Tolten's guns, so as to bear upoi1 a 
powerful battery of the enemy iu front, nnd ou the opposite sicle of 
\Yilson's Creek, and thus occupy a position to sweep the entire plateau 
upon which the advancing Fedl~ral column was fornwcl. Tlie Confeder
ates now rallied in large force near the foot of the slope, oppo;;;ite Lyon's 
left wing, and along the slope in his front arnl to Iris right in the direction 
of the crest of the main ridge, running par:'lllol to the creek. During 
thi:> time, Captain Plummer, with fom companies of infantry, had moved 

Guards. Sigers column consisted of the Third and Fifth Missouri Volunteers, one 
company of cavalry, nuder Oapta,in Onrr, another of' dragoons under Lieutenant Far
rand. of the First Infantry, and a compnny of recruits, with a light battery of six guns, 
under I-ieutcnant Lathrop. 
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down a ridge about five hundred yards to Lyon's left, and reached its 

abrupt terminus, where a large force of infantry, occupying a corn-field 

in the valley, arrested his further progress. At this moment, from a high 

point about two miles distant, and nearly in Lyon's front, and from which 

Colonel Sigel was to have commenced his attack, an artillery :fire was 

opened, which was answered from the opposite side of the valley nnd at 

a greater distance from Lyon-the line of fire of the two batteries being 

m~trly perpendicular to that ~if Lyon's column. Lyon's whole line ~ow 

advanced with enthusittsm upon the Confederate posit10n; and the firing, 

which up to this time hnd been spfrited, increased to a continuous roar 

of musketry. Totten' s battery, by piece and by section, as the nature of 

the ground and woods would permit, came into action, and played upon the 

opposing force with great effect. After a :fierce engagement of half an 

hom, during which Lyon's troops gave way two or three times in more 

or less disorder, hut alwa,YS to rally again and press forward with increased 

vig(Jr, the Confederates retired in the utmost confusion, leaving Lyon in 

possession of the position. Meanwhile, Captain Plummer, who hud been 

ordered to move forward on the left, encountering overpowering resist

ance from the large force of Confederate infantry in the corn-field in his 

front, was compelled to fall back ; but at this moment, Lieutenant 

Dubois' battery, supported by Captain Steele's battalion, opened upon 

tbe enemy in the corn-field a terrific fire of shells, which, with great 

slaughter and much disorder, drove him from that position. A momen

tary cessation of fire along nearly the whole line ensued, except on the 

extreme right, where the :E'irst Mi::isouri was still engaged with a superic;r 

force attempting to turn the Federal right. General Lyon, informed of 

this movement, ordered the Second Kansas to the support of the First 

Missouri ; and it reached them in time to prevent the Missourians from 

being destroyed by the overwhelming numbers against which they were 

unflinchingly holding their position. During this time Captain Steele's 

battalion, which had been detailed to the support of Dubois' battery, 

was brought forward to the support of Totten's. Scarcely had these 

dispositions been made, when .the Confederate force again appeared in 

large numbers along Lyon's entire front, and marching towards each 

tlank. The battle was at once renewed, and became general and almost 

inmmceivably terrific along the whole line; the Confederate troops often 

in three or four ranks, lying c10wn, kneeling, and standing-the lines 

sometimes approaching within thirty or forty yards of each other, as 

charges upon Totten's battery were m!1de. Every available Federal 

battalion was now brought into action, :i.ud for more than an hour the 
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battle raged with unabated fury, and great sfoughter on both sides. The 
conflict was equally balanced, and victory seemed to perch, first upon the 

standard of one army and then upon the other. 
Early in this desperate nnd hotly-contested engngemeut, General Lyon, 

observing that considerable disorder prevailed among some of the Union 
troops, led his horse along the line on the left of Totten's battery and 
endeavored to mlly them. 'While doing so his horse was killed, and he 

received a wound in the leg and one in the head. Major Sturgis dis
mounted one of his orderlies and tendered the horse to General Lyon, 
which he mounted, and, swinging his lrnt in the air, called to the troops 
nearest him to follow. The Second Kansas gallantly responded, headed 
by Colonel Mitchell, who in a few minutes fell, severely wounded. 
About the same time, a fatal ball was lodged in General Lyon's breast, 
inflicting a mortal wouncl.1 Lyon was killed ! And the clay was lost ! 
But a galaxy of great men was in embryo on that stricken field-Schofield, 
Sturgis, Granger, Elliott, Osterhaus and LYON. From it arose nfter
wards six major-generals and thirteen brigadiers, and from Captain 

1 From George Alfred Townsend's paper, "Annals of the War," in the Philadelphia 
Weekly Times of August 4, 1877: "It was near nine o'clock, and Lyon, for the :first 
time doubtful, yet brave, led on the last attacl•, riding his horse in between the First 
Kansas and the First Iowa regiments. (Captain F. J. Hen-on of Dubuque, Iowa, 
who on January 15th, 1861, in the tender of his company, "Governor's Grays," to 
the Government of the United States, afforded the :first evidence of the volunteer spirit 
in the nation,) saw his horse fall, and says that it seemed to sink down as if vitally 
struck, neither plunging nor reeling. Lyon then walked on, waving his sword 
and hallooing, and he fell only about twenty yards distant from Herron, who was 
marching at the side of his company. Lyon had worn a white felt hat .and only 
his old Captain's uniform. As he left his dead horse and limped along-for he 
had now been wounded in the leg-he looked stunned and white; but with au 
impulse of high spirit, he raised his sword and cried, "Come on! " Then he showed 
blood on the side of his head, from another wound, and was also shot through the body, 
and he dropped. The butcher, (one of his body guard) into whose arms he fell, says 
that he gasped: "Lehman, I'm going." He fell about one hundred yards in advance 
of his dead horse. Hen-on looked into his livid face, the precious breath still feeling at 
his lips, the great lion heart striking its own knell. It was but an instant, yet an event
ful on!'\ in any young man's life. HeITon's look was only for an instant; he stepped 
back beside his company, and the battle went on-Sturgis concluding it. 'l'he regiments 
Lyon led on advanced about 400 yards beyond his body, and the battle ended before 
eleven o'clock; the First Iowa, First Missouri and First Kansas Regiments :firing the last 
volleys in support of Totten's battery-volleys so murderous that the victorious rebel 
army was dismayed and the Union retreat secured. More th::m 120 0 of each side lay on 
the beaten :field, on the high plateau of the Ozark. 

"Nothing I ever saw was more impressiye than Lyon's death," says Herron. "He 
was the greatest character ever seen west of the Mississippi. His equal never arose to 
succeed him." 
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Herron's own company of the First Iowa there were thirty-seven com
missioned officers in the service two years afterwards. 

After the death of Lyon, Major Sturgis succeeded to the command. 
The Confederates had just been repulsed and left the :field, and for twenty 
minutes there was another lull in the storm. Sturgis summoned his 
principal officers for consultation. Lyon's column had been dreadfullv 
shattered, and its leader killed. For nearly thirty hours they bad bee~ 
without water, and a supply could not be had short of Springfield, ten or 
twelve miles away. Their ammunition was well nigh exhausted, and, 
sl10uld the enemy make this discovery thl'0ugh a slackeninO' of their 
fire, annihilntion seemed inevitable. The great questions, th~n, were: 
"Where is Sigel?" and "Is retreat possible?" Sigel had not been 
heard from ; his silence was ominous, and the loss of his column was 

' then unknown. If he had retreated, nothing was left to Sturgis but to 
do likewise-if possible. 

The consultntion of officers was suddenly brought to a close by the ad
v.ance of a heavy column of infantry from the hill where Sigel's guns had 
been before. They wore a dress much resembling that of Sigel's 
brigade, and carried the American :flag. Mistaking them for Sigel's 
men, Sturgis' line was formed for an advance, with the hope of forming 
a junction with him. They were in easy range of Dubois' battery, but 
were permitted to move dow~1 the hill, to the covered position at the 
foot of the ridge on which the Union troops were posted, and from which 
they bad been fiercely assailed befo1 e; when suddenly, from a hill in 
Sturgis' front, a battery began to pour into his lines shrapnell and 
canister. At this moml:'.nt the Confederates displayed their true colors, 
and at once commenced along the entire Union linefl the :fiercest and niost 
bloody engagement of the day. Totten's battery in the centre, supported 
by the Iowas and regular troops, was the main object of attack. The 
Confederates could frequently be seen within twenty feet of Totten's 
battery, and the smoke of the opposing lines was often so intermingled 
as to appear made by the same guns. It wus at times a fight almost 
muzzle to muzzle, and great slaughter was the result. Notwithstanding 
the utter rout of the Confederate front, and their seeming intention to 
fly the field, they did not do so, but held it. Finally, therefore, the 
Federal forces were ordered to withJr:i.w, to retreat; and the whole 
column moved slowly to the high open prairie, about two miles from the 
battle-ground, thence to Springfield, which place they reached about five 
o'clock that afternoon. On their way they were joined by a portion of 
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Sigel's shattered forces. Total Federal loss-killed, 223; wounded, 
721; missing, 292.1 

Thw; far ;e have chiefly noted, according to M:ijor Sturgis' report, the 
part perform~d in the bloody drama of ·Wilson's Creek h_y Lyon's com
mand. '\Vhat of Sigel's column? The answer is short. He elll:ountercd 
the Confederates on their right nnd rear, had a bloody fight, was repulsed, 
and compelled to retreat. According to his report, ho arri vo<l with in a 
mile of McCulloch's camp at daybreak, and on his left planted four pieces 
of artillery, while the infantry advanced towards the point whore the 
Fayetteville road crosses vVilson's Crook, and the two cavalry cornpanics 
extended to the right nncl loft to g11anl his :flank. Ho ordered the a.rtillcr:y 
to begin their fire against the camp of the enemy, (l\Iissourians), whieh 
was so destructive that they were seen leaving their tents au!l n·ti ring in 
baste toward the northeast of the valley. Meanwhile, the Third and 
Fifth J'v1is~ouri Infantry had quickly udvanccd, pnsscd the creek, and 
traversing the camp, formed almost iu the centre of it.. As tlto enemy 
made his rally in large numbers before him, about 3,000 strong, consisting 
of infantry and cavalry, he ordered the artillery to he brought forward 
from the hill and formed there in battery acrnss tho va11cy, wiLh tho 
Third and Fifth to the left, and the cavalry to the right. After au 
effectual fire of half an hour, the enemy retired in son10 coufu:-;ion into 
the woods and up the adjoining hills. The firing toward the northwe:-;t 
was now more di.stinct; and it increased, until it was cvi<lcnt tlmt the 
main corps of' General Lyon had engaged the enemy alo1ig tho whole 
line. To give the greatest possible assistance to him, Sigel left his 
position in the camp and advanced towanl the northwest, to attack the 
enemy's line of battle in the rear. Marching forward, Sigd'H column 
struck the Fayetteville road, alHl pursuing it to Sharpe's fann, planted 
artillery on the plateau and the tw9 infantry rigimonts on tho right and 
left, across the road, whilst the cavalry extended on its ila.nks. The 

1 Lyon's body wtis placed in an ambul:mce to be moved from the :field, but in the 
hurry of departure it was left. From Springfield, a surgeon with attendants was sent 
baek for it, and General Price sent it to the town in his own wagon. In the confusion 
of abandoning Springfield, the next morning, it was :\gain left behind, when, after being 
carefolly prepared for burial by two members of Brigndier-Genernl Clark's stn.ff, it was 
dolirerecl to the care of M1'£. J\Iary Phelps (wife of Hon. J. S. Phelps, a former member 
of Congress from Missouri, the present Governor of the State, nnd a staunch Union m::111), 
who caused it to be buried. A few days afterward it was disinterred rmd sent to St. 
LoL1is, ancl from there it was conveyed to Ettstford, Connecticut, his native place, where, 
on September 4th, lS(il, it was re-interred with military honors in the family gravcyuru, 
in the presence of 15,000 people. 
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firmg in the northwest, which was the direction of Lyon's column, and 
which had incessantly roared for an hour, had then almost entirely ceased. 
Presuming that Lyon had repulsed the Confederates, and that his forces 
were coming .up the road, Lieutenant Albert, of the Third, and Colonel 
Salomon, of the Fifth, notified their regiments not to £re upon the troops 
coming in that direction, while Sigel gave the same caution to the 
artillery. Very soon, and very unexpectedly, two Confederate batteries 
opened their fire upon them-one in front, on the Fayetteville rmtd, and 
the other upon the hill upon which Sigel supposed Lyon's forces were 
in pursuit of the enemy, wbilst a strong column of infantry, suppvsed to 
be the Iowa regiment, advanced from the :E'ayetteville road and attacked 
Sigel's right. Consternation and frightful confusion, of course, ensued. 
The cry, "They (Lyon's troops) are ffring against us," spread like wild 
fire through Sigel' s ranks, and his artiller.y and infantry could hardly 
be induced to serve their guns, until it was too late. The enemy arrived 
within ten paces of the muzzles of Sigel's cannon, killed the horses, 
tumed the flanks of the infantry, and forced them to fly. The Union 
troops were throwing themselves into the bushes and bye-roads, retreating 
as well as they could, followed aud attacked incessantly by large bodies 
of Arkansas and Texas cavalry. In this retreat Sigel lost five cannon, 
of which three were spiked, and the colors of the Third, the color-bearer 
having been wounded, and his substitute killed. The total loss of the 
two regiments, the artillery, and the pioneers, in killed, wounded and 
missing, amounted to 892 men. 

After the arrival of the Federal troops at Springfield, the command 
was entrusted by Major Sturgis to Colonel Sigel, who ordered a retreat 
from that place, which commenced on the night of the memorable 10th 
of August, to Rolla, Phelps County, the terminus of the Southwest 
Branch Railroad, and 125 miles distant. The retreating army reached 
Rolla on the 19th of August, safely conducting a Government train :five 
miles in length and valued at $1,500,000. Here "Camp Good Hope" 
was established. 

Thus much for the Federal account of the battle of Wilson's Creek; 
and although it does not materially differ from the Confederate irnrrative 
of the same engagement, in a spirit of fairness to all concerned, we will 
now epitomize the latter. 

According to General McCulloch's report, General Lyon attacked his 
force on the left, and General Sigel on his right and rear, from which 
points batteries opened upon them at daylight. The Missourians under 
Generals Slack, Clark, McBride, Parsons and Rains, were nearest the 

25 



38G HISTORY OF MISSOURI. 

position taken by General Lyon with his main force; they were instantly 
turned to the left, and opened the battle with au incessant fire of small 
arms. vVoodruff opposed his battery to the battery of the enemy under 
Captain Totten, and u constant cannonading was kept up between these 
batteries during the engagement. Hebert's regiment of Louisianr~ Vol
unteers, and Mcintosh's regiment of Arlrnnsas Mounted Riflemen, were 
ordered to the front, and after passing the battery (Totten' s), turned to 
the left and soon en(l'ao·ed the enemy with the re<»iments de1)loycd. 0 0 0 

Colonel Mcintosh dismounted his regiment, and the two marched up 
abreast to a fence around a large corn-field, where they met the left of 
the enemy already posted. A terrible conflict of small-arms took place 
here. The opposing force was a body of regular United States Infantry, 
commanded by Cnptains Plummer and Gilbert. 

Notwithstanc1incr the o·alliucr :fire rrnured on the rocriments of Hebert 0 b 0 0 

and Mcintosh, they leaped over the fence, and gallantly led by their 
Colonels, drove the enemy before them, back upon the main body. Dur
ing this time, the Missourians under General Price were gallantly attmnpt
ing to sustain themselves in tho centre, and wore hotly engaged on the 
sides of the height upon ·which the enemy were posted. Far on the 
right Sigel had opened his battery upon Churchill's and Greer's regi
ments, ::md had gradually made his way to the Springfield road, upon 
each si<le of which the enemy was encamped, and in a prominent positio~1 
he established his battery. 

General :;yfoCulloch at once rapidly marched from the front and right, 
to the rear, two companies of the Louisiana regiment, and ordered Colo
nel Mcintosh to bring up the rest. Reid's battery had alroac1y opeued 
upon Sigel' s and occasioned confusion among them. The Louisianans 
gallantlr charged among the guns and swept the c::mnoniers away. Five 
of Sigel's gum were captured, and his command completely routed anu 
put in rapid retreat. Some companies of the Texan regiment ::ind a por
tion of Colonel Major's Missouri Cavalry pursued, nnd in the purnuit 
captured Sigel' s last gun and killed and took prisoners many of his 
troops. Having thus cleared his right and rear, General l\foCulloch 
ttirned hit:i attention to the centre, where the Union troops under Gcnern1 
Lyon were pressing upon the Missourians under General Price, having 
drivrn them back. To this point .Mcintosh's regiment under Lieuten
ent-Colonel Emb.ry, and Churchill's regiment on foot, Gratiot' s regiment 
and .\IcRae's battalion were sent. The terrible fire of musketry was 
now kept up along the whole side and top of the hill, upon w hieh Lyon's 
force was posted. Masses of infantry fell back and again rushed for-
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ward. The s~1mmit of the hill was covered with the dead and wounded 
both sides were fighting with desperation for the day. ' 

At this critical moment, when the fortunes of the day seemed to be at 
the turning point, two regiments of General Pea1·ce's brigade were 
ordered to march from tbeir position (as reserves), to support the centre. 
The or~er \~as obeyed with alacrity, nnd General Pearce gallantly rushed 
with his lmgade to the rescue. The battle then became o-eueral and 

b ' probably no two opposing forces ever fought with greater desperation; 
inch by inch the Union troops gtwe wny, and were driven from their posi
tion; Totten's battery fell back; and Missourians, Arkansans, Lousian
ians and Texans pushed forward. The incessant roll of musketry was 
den,fening, and the balls fell as thick as hail stones; nevertheless the 
Confederate column pressed forward, and with a terrific yell broke upon 
the enemy, driving them back and strewing the ground with their dead. 
Nothing could witlrntand the impetuosity of the final charge, which broke 
the lino of the Fedentl troops so that they could not again be rallied. The 
battle lasted f!ix: hours and a half. r 

General Sterling Priee, in his report, after reciting the fact that Gen
eral McCulloch was with him at his quarters when the news of Lyon's 
attack was received, states that be instantly rode toward General Rains' 
position, at the same time ordering Generals Slack, McBride, Chlrk and 
Parsons to move their infantry and artillery rapidly forward. He had 
ridden hut a fow hundred yards when he came suddenly upon the main 
body of the enemy, commanded by General Lyon in person. The 
infantry nnd artillery, to the number of 2,036 men, came up immediately 
au cl eugagccl Lyon. A bloody conflict then ensued, which was conducted 
with the greatest gallantry and vigor on both sides for more th~n five 
hours, when the Union forces retreated in great confusion. The victory 
was dearly bought, by the loss of many skillful officers and hruve men. 
Colonel H.icharc.l Hanson Weightman fell mortally wounded on the field, 
at the head of his brigade, and wounded in three places. He died just 
us the victorious shout was raised upon the nir. Here, too, died Colonel 
Be 11. Brown, of Ray County, President of the Missouri Senate .. One of 
General Price's aids, Lieutenant-Colonel George vV. Allen, of Saline 
County, was shot down while communicating an order. 

Brio-adier-General Slack's division suffered severely. He himself fell b 

i '1'his battle is variously known as Wilson's Creek, Springfield and Oak Hill. General McCulloch in his official report of it calls it '·Oak Hill." Believing·• Wilson's 
Creek" the more appropriate name, we adopt it. 



388 IDSTORY OF MISSOURI. 

dano-rrous1v wounded at the head of his column. Of his regiment of in-
~ . 

f:mtry, under Col. John T. Hughes, 1 consisting ofabont 650 men, 36 were 
killed, 76 wounded, many of them mortally, and thirty were missing. 
Among the killed were C. H. Bennet, Adjutant of the regiment; Captain 
Blnckwell, and Lieutenant Samuel S. Hughes, (brother of John T.). 
Colonel Rives' squadron of cavalry, (dismounted), numbering some 234 
nwn, lost four killed, and eight wounded. Among the former were 
Lieutenant-Colonel Austin, and Captain Engart. Brigadier-General 
Clark was also wounded in the leg. His infantry ( 200 men) lost, in 
killed, seventeen, and wounded, seventy-one. Colonel Burbridge was 
!everely wounded. Captains Farris and Halleck, and Lieutenant Has
kins, were killed. General Clark's cavalry, together with the Windsor 
Guards, were under the command of Lien tenant-Colonel James P. 
Major, who clid good service. They lost six killed, and five w01111ded. 

Brigadier-General McBride's division (605 men), lost twenty-two 
killed, sixty-seven severely wounded, and fifty-seven slightly wounded. 
Colonel Foster and Captains Nichols, Dougherty, Armstrong and Mings, 
were wounded while gall:mtly leading their respective commands. 

General Parson's brigade, 256 infantry and artillery,-under command 
respectively of Colonel Joseph Kelly, of 8t. Louis, and Captain Guibor, 
-and 406 cavalry, Colonel Brnwn, lost, the artillery, three killed, and 
seven wounded; the infantry, nine killed, and thirty-eight wounded; 
the cavalry, thre.e killed, and two wounded. Colonel Kelly was wounded 
in the hand. Captain Coleman was mortally wounded, and died. 

General Rn ins' division was composed of two brigades. The first, under 
Colonel "'Weightman, embracing infantry and artillery, 1,306 strong, lost, 
11ot only their commander, but thirty-four others killed, and 111 
wounded. The Second Brigade, mounted men, Colonel Ca.uthorn com
manding, about 1.200 strong, lost twenty-one killed, and seventy-five 
wounded. Major Charles Roger&, of St. Louis, Adjutant of the brigade, 
was mortally wounded, and died the day after the battle. 

The forces of Missouri State Guard consisted of 5,221 officers and 
men. Of these no less than 156 died upon the field, while 517 were 
wounded. The total Confederate loss in the eng:igement, as reported by 
General McCulloch, was 265 killed, 800 wounded, and thirty missing. 

Brigadier-General John B. Clark, (Senior), for :finy years past a well 

1 A native of Howard County, a graduate of Bonne Femme Academy, in Boone Coun
ty, and the author of "Doniphan's Expedition." At the opening of the war and for 
many years before, he was a citizen of Clinton County. He was killed in a charge on 
Independence, Mo., on Aug. 11th, 1863. 
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known lawyer and politician of Fayette, Missouri, and commandant of a 
d hrision of the Missouri State Guard, also made a report. His command 
consisted of one regiment of infantry, commanded by Colonel J. Q. Bur
bridge and Major John B. Clark, (Jr.), 1 with 376 men, rank and file, 
and one battalion of cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel James P. 
Mnjor, with 250 men, rank and file. Receiving, while at breakfast, an 
order from General Price to form his command upon the crest of the hill 
under which he was encamped, General Clark immediately dispatched 
Colonel Richard IL Musser, (of Brunswick), one of his staff, to Colonel 
J\1:njor, who was encamped a mile and a half distant, to report his com.
rnnnd at his headquarters immediately, which was done. General Clark 
n.J.oved about 300 yards, when he discovered the enemy strongly posted 
in his front, upon the heights, engaging the comm.mand of Brigadier
General W. Y. Slack, upon whose lefl his forces of infantry were formed. 
In a few minutes after, Colonel Kelly, of General Parson's command, 
:formed upon his left, and rapidly following came the command of' 
General J. H. McBride, who formed upon the left of Colonel Kelly, and 
commanded a flank movement upon the right of the enemy. In this 
position the entire line, led by General Price in person, advanced in the 
direction of' Lyon's forces, under a continuous and heavy fire of artillery 
n nd musketry, until they approached near enough to make their rifle guns 
effective, when they returned the enemy's fire with such terrific effect as. 
to drive him from his position, and cause him to make a rapid retrograde 
1:novement. Heavy cannonading was then heard immediately in the rear 
of Clark's command, which seemed te be directed at his line, producing a 
I:nomentn.ry confusion, and a suspension of the pursuit until General l\1c
Uulloch came up and employed a portion of the force against the batteries 
in the rear. General Parson's battery now moved forward in line with 
the remaining column on the right, and upon the left of General Slack. 
General Pierce, with a portion of the Arkansas troops, also came up and 
formed on the left of the line. After rapidly advancing a short distance 
in the direction in which the Union troops had retired, they were again 
f"ound in great force and opened a brisk fire. An incessant fire of artillery 
a ud small arms ensued, nncl was continued on both sides for about an 
hour, when the Federal forces fled with consternation and confusion. 

The :First battalion of Clark's cavalry was attacked upon the rear, 
and so hotly pressed that Colonel Major was forced to retire under cover 

1 A son of General Clark, and at this time (1877), member of Congress from the Elev• 
entb District. 
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of the woods to form his line. After forming, he marched in the direc
tion he had been ordered when larrre bodies of rebel horsemen, who had , 0 

been cut off from their companies, rushed through and divided his force, 
leaving Major with but a single company. Nevertheless, Colonel Major, 
aided by Colonel Casper vV. Bell (of Brunswick), Assistant-Adjutant 
General, and Captain Joseph Finks (now Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Howard County), one of Cbrk's aids, succeeded in gathering some 300 
mounted men and attacked the forces in the rear, commanded by Gen
eral Sigel, capturing 157 prisoners and killing 64 men. 

The uews of the Federal defeat at vVilson's Creek, and of the death of 
Lyon, reached General Fremont on the 13th of August. It greatly grat
il:ied nnd emboldened the secessionists, and in a conespouding Jegree 
depressed and rendered indigunnt the friends of the Union. 1\ everthe
less, Governor Gambl~, realizing the imminence of the crisis and the 
need for a htrger force in the :field to protect 1.he lives and property of 
the citizens of the State, issued tt proclamation on August 2,Hh, calling 
into service 42,000 men of the militia-10,000 cavalry nnd 32 ,000 
infantry ,-to serve for six months, "unless peace in the State be sooner 
:restored." And such was the spirit of disorder and iurlwlence in the 
State, that General Jhcnwnt, on the 30th of August, inaugurateu a new, 
nncl to our people, au untried remedy for the lawlessness which prevailed 
and the almost absolute impotency of the civil authority. He declared 
Martial Law, and appointed J. l\IcKinstry, i.\Iajor U. S. A., Provost
Marshal-Genoral of the State. In his prodarnation he stated that the 
lines of the Anny of Occupation extended from Leavenworth, in Kansas, 
by wny of the posts of Jefferson City, Rolla. and hollton, to Cape Girard
eau on the :Mississippi river. He also declarec1 that all persons within 
those limits, taken with arms in their hands, shoulcl he triel1 by court
martial, and if found guilty, should be shot; that the property, real nncl 
personal, of all persons in Missouri, who sh01{ld be proven to have taken 
an active part with the enemies of the Government in the field, slwuld 
be confiscated to the public use, nnd their slaves, if th<7 had any, 
should be thereafter declared free men; and that all l)Crsons'eno-:in·ed in 

0 c 
the destrnction of bridges, railway tracks, and telegraphs, should suffer 
the extreme penalty of the law. A11 persons who, by speech or corres
pondern:e, should lie found guilty of giving aid to the i11surgents in any 
way, were \Yarned of ill consequences to themselves; and all who had 
been seduced from their allegiance to the Nn,tionn.1 Government were 
required to return to tbefr homes forthwith. The declared object of the 
proclamation was to place in the hands of the military authorities the 
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power to give mstantaneous effect to existing laws, while ordinary civiJ 
authority would not be suspended where the law should be administered 
in the usual manner. 

Of even date with this proclamation, was au order from the Provost
Marshal-General (McKinstry /, to this effect : 

[ORDER No. 107. J 
OFFICE OF PROVOST MARSHAL, ST. LOUIS, Mo., August 30, 1861. 

It appearing to this Department, by satisfactory evidence, that individuals are daily 
leaving this city for the purpose of treasonably communicating with the enemy, and 
giving them information, aid and comfort, in violation of law, it is hereby directed that, 
from and after this date, all persons are peremptorily forbidden to pass beyond the lim
its of the City and County of St. Louis, vvithout first obtaining a special permit from 
this office. All ferry, steamboat and railway officers and agents, and all other carriers 
of passengers, arc hereby forbidden to sell or transfer any tickets entitling the holder to 
go beyond the limits of this county, to any person, or to carry, or allow to be carried, 
any person not exhibiting a permit from this office. J. MCKINSTRY, 

Major U. S. A., Provost Marshal. 

The proclamation of martial bw, and the rigid enforcement of this 
order, greatly embarrassed the transactions of commerce and business, 
and the egress of the people from the county of St. Louis. In fact, it 
afforded the people at large, of both sexes, and of all opinions and sympa
thies, conclusive evidence thut war existed in the State. For the pur
pose of preserving in an enduring form a specimen of the "permit " or 
pass required by the order, the following is a, copy of one issued to the 
author of this "sketch," he desiring to return from St. Louis to bis 
home in Columbia: 

OFFICE OF PROVOST MARSHAL, ST. LOUIS, Mo., Sept. 1st, 1861. 
Permission is granted to Wm. F. Sw:itzler to pass beyond the limits of the City and 

County of St. Louis, to go to Columbia, :M:o. J". MCKINSTRY, 
Major U. S. A., Provost :Marshal. 

Description of Person: Name, Wm. F. Switzler; age, forty-two; height, five feet 
ten inches; color of eyes, gray; color of hair, sandy. It is understood that the within 
named and subscriber, accepts this pass on his word of honor that he is and 1\ill be ever 
loyal to the United States; and if hereafter found in arms against the Union, or in any 
way aiding her enemies, the penalty will be death. WM. F. SwITZLER. 

The confiscation and manumitting portions of General Fremont's pro
clamation occasioned no little excitement and alarm in the State; and 
these were greatly augmented when, on the 12th of September, he caused 
to be executed under his own hand, and published, deeds of manumission 
to Frank Lewis and Hiram Reed, two slaves belonging to Colonel 
Thomas L. Snead, General Sterling Price's Chief of Staff. So extraor-
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din:1ry, indeed, was this portion of the proclamation, that it met with 

President Lincoln's prompt dirnpproval; and he at once, (Sep. 2), wrote 

to Genera1 Fremont to modify the clause relative to the confiscation of 

property and the liberation of slaves, for its non-conformity to the act 

of Congress passed on the 8th of August, 1861. Fremont preferring that 

the President make the order of modification himself, he did so on the 

11th of September. 
No sooner did Generul Jeff. Thompson, (who by this time had 

acquired the soubriquet of "The Swamp Fox"), meet with Fremont's pro

cl:miation of martial law, than he (September 2d) issued from "Camp 

Hnnter" a counter-irritnnt-n brutum fulmen-in his peculiar grnndilo

q uent diction, in which he declared "to a11 whom it mny concern" "that 

for every member of the :Missouri State Guard or soldier of our allies, 

the armies of the Confederate States, who shall be put to death in pur

suance of the said order of General Fremont, I will hang, draw and 

quarter· a minion of said Abraham Lincoln." Also that "if this rule :is 

to be adopted, (and it must first be done by our enemies,) I :intend to 

exceed General Fremont in his excesses, and will mnke all tories that 

come within my reach rue the day that a different policy was adopted by 

their leaders. Already mills, barns, warehouses and other private 

property have been wastefully and wantonly destroyed by the enemy in 

this district, while we have taken nothing except articles strictly contra

band or absolutely necessary. Should these things be repeated, I will 

retaliate ten-fold, so help me God I" 
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August 5th, 18Gl, quite a battle took place at the village of Athens, in 
Clark County, .lVlissouci, ou the right bank of the Des Moines River, 
about twenty miles northwest of Keokuk, Iown, between some eight 
hundred (some say as high as 1,800) Secessionists, mostly cavalry, under 
command of Colonel Martin E. Green, (a brother of Honomble James S. 
Green,) of Lewis County, and some four hundred Union Home Guards of 
Clark County, assisted by two companies of United States volunteers from 
Keokuk. The Home Guards were commanded by Colonel David Moore, 
of Clark County. The Secessionists had two pieces of artillery, a nine 
and a six pounder. The Union forces had 110 cannon. Colonel Green 
commenced the attack at 9 o'clock A. M. The fight continued with 
much bravery on both sides, for about an hour, when the secessionists 
retreated, leaving nine dead upon the :field, besides many wounded. The 
Union men lost three killed and eighteen wounded, several dangerously. 

Contrary to the general expectation of both nrmies, McCulloch and 
Price did not pursue their victory at vVilson's Creek by following Sigel in 
his retreat upon Rolla. McCulloch, however, contented himself with 
issuing a proclamation to the people of the State, dated August 12th, 1861, 
in which he recited that he had been called by Governor Jackson" to assist 
in driving the Natio1rnl forces out of the State and in restoring the peo
ple to their just rights," thnt he had come to "give the oppressed an 
opportunity of again standing up as freemen and uttering their true sen
timents," and that "the true sons of Missouri," together with his force, 
had" gained over the mercenary hordes of the North a great and signal 
victory." He also called upon •ethe true men of Missouri" to rise up a!1d 
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ra11y arounc1 his stanc1arcl, promising if they did so to redeem the 
State, and declaring that "Missouri must be a1lowed to choose her own 

destiny-no oaths binding you1· consciences." 
Soon after the issuing of this proclamation, his assumptions and de

portment becoming offensive to General Price and his soldiers, aliena
tion ensued, and McCulloch abandoned Missouri to its fate and with his 

armv left its borders. 
o"n the 20th of Angust, ten clays after the battle of 'Wilson's Creek, 

Gen~ral Price issued a proclanrntio'n to the people of the State, in which 
he inform.eel them tlmt his army had been organized under the laws of 
the Commonwealth for the maintenance of the rights, dignity, and honor 
of Missouri, and was kept in the field for these purposes alone; that a 
glorious victory had just been achieved over "the well-appointed army 
which the usurper at \Yashington has been more than six months gather
ing f"r their subjugation and enslavement"; and that all good citi
zens were invited to retum to their homes and tho practice of their 
on1inary avocations, with the full assmance that they sl1011lc1 lie prntccted 
in person and property. He also warned" all evil-clisposccl pcr:-;ons" who 
might ''support the usurpations of any one claiming to be 1n·ovisimrnl or 
temporary governor of Missouri," or who should in any other way give 
aid or comfort to the enemy, that they would lie held as c11emics and 
treated accordingly. 

In response to the call of General Price, the citizens of l\1issou ri in 
large numbers :fl.oc:ked to his standard, and in a few weeks he had gath
ered a formidable force. \Yith this force, about the close of August, he 
moved (in a curve bending far towanls Kansas) in the direction of Lex
ington on the :Jlissonri River. En i·oute, at Drywood Crook, in Vernon 
County, and about fifteen miles from the eastern border of Kmums, he 
had a skirmish on the 7th of September with some Kansas-Union 
troops under Colonel ,James H. Lane, drove them across the line and 
pursued them to Fort Scott. Resuming hi::i march he reached \Vaneus
burg, ,Johnson Connty, September 11th, an<.1 immediately moved 
towards Lexington, and encamped the same night within a few miles of 
the city. 

Lexington occGpied an important position; it commanded tho approach 
liy water to Fort Leavemvorth, and was now brought into great prominence 
as the the11tre of a desperate strngg1e. Advi.~ed of General Price's 
m0Yeli1ent towards it, and apprnc:i:lti ng its strngetic value as a frontier 
position, General Fremont ordered a small force there to take ehnro·e of 
the money in the bank and to garrison the place. This force0 was 
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increased from time to time, during Price's northward march, until the 

num.ber of U1~ion troops was nearly 3,000, commanded by Colonel 

,James A. Mulligan, of the "Irish Brigade" of Chicago-the force being 
corn posed as follows: 

Irish Brigade, (33d Ill.,) Colonel J. A. Mulligan ............................. 800 men. 
Home Guards, Colonel White ................................................ 500 " 

'l'hirteenth Missouri, Colonel Peabody ........................•............. 840 " 
First Illinois Cavalry, Colonel J.M. Marshall ................................ 500 " 

i Total. ............................................................... 2,640 " 

In. anticipation of Price''s uttack, Colonel Mulligan threw up entrench

ments on Masonic College Hill, an eminence which comprised about fifteen 

acres adjoining and northeast of the city, and overlooking the Missouri 

River - On this hill 'was a large brick building erected by the Masons for a 

collcgo, which Mulligan occupied for military purposes. His first line ot 

works wa.s in front of this building; outside of his embankments was a 

broad and deep ditch, and beyond this were pits into which, in case of 

charge or ordinary advance, his assailants, foot or horse, might fall. 

Outside of the fortifications the ground was also skillfully mixed with 

gunpowder and suitable trains. But Mulligan's men had only about 

forty Tounds of ammunition each, and six small brass cannon and two 

howitzers, the latter of which' were useless because of the lack of shells. 

At early dawn on September 12th, Gene~1l Price drove in the Union 

pickets, and, taking position within easy range of the college building, 

op enc d a cmrnonade from four different points with Bledsoe' s Battery, 

which in the absence of that officer, who had been wounded at Drywood, 

was commanded by Captain Emmitt McDonald, and with Parson's Bat

tery, i.mder Captain Guibor. The assault and defense were kept up dur

ing the entire day, when Price, after sunset, finding his ammunition and 

his fan1ished men-thousands of whom had not eaten or slept for thirty

six hours-were nearly exhausted, withdrew to the Fair Grounds to await 

the arrival of his wagon train and re-inforcements. 
Mulligan's men immec1il1tely resorted to the trenches, to complete their 

preparation.s for a siege. 
I-laving, on the 10th, dispatched a courier to Jefferson City, asking for 

re-inforcements, he was now anxiously expecting them, while his men 

worked night and day to strengthen their fortifications. But his courier 

1 General Sterling Price in his report of the battle estimates Mulligan's force at be
tween 3,000 and 4,000. 
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was captured on the way, and of course no relief came.1 Yet bravely 
and hopefully Mulligan's men worked on until, on the morning of 
the 18th, General Price, who had been reinforced, and now bad 
in command a force variously estimated at from 15,000 to 25,000 
men, begnn a final attack upon Mulligan's works, which resulted in cut
ting off the communication of the besieged garrison with the city, storl
ping their supply of water, seizing a steamboat laden with stores, and 
occupying the :fine residence of Colonel Thomas B. "Wallace, which 
commanded the position of the Union forces. This residence was 
destroyed dming the :fight. 

The siege and assault and heroic resistance continued for fifty-two 
hours.2 During the forenoon of the 20th, General Price ordered from the 
factory of McGrew Brothers, near the stemuboat ltmding, bales of homp; 
and with these, wetted so as to resist hot shot, movable breastworks, two 
bales deep, were constructed, behind which, as an advance was made up 
the hill, the Confederate forces opened a terrific fire upon Mulligan's 
men, and pressed up within ten rods of the works, along a line of forty 
yards in length. From this device of the Confederntcs there was no 
escape, and Mulligan looked with alttrm on the steadily approaching and 
impenetrable rampart, along the crest of which nm an incessant sheet of 
flame. Farther resistance wns madness. Hctreat was impossible. The 
su1)ply of water was cut off, excepting that which, during a passing 
shower of rain, was caught in camp blankets and wrung into camp 
dishes. The stench of the killed horses and mules within tho intrench
ments was insufferable. The doom of the garrison was scaled; and on 
the afternoo'n. of the 20th, Major Becker, of the Home Guards-Colonel 
White having been killed-raised a white flag, the :firing ceased, nnd the 
siege of Lexington ended . 

.A.bout 3,000 men laid clown their arms and surrendered as prisoners 
of war.8 The loss in killed and wounded on either side, considering the 

1 Lieutenant Rains, of the Irish Brigade, with twelve men, had been diRJmtched on the 
steamer "Sunshine," but forty miles below Lexington it was captnred. and those on 
board made prisoners. 

•At the beginning of the siege, Genral Price sent a summons to Colonel Mulligan to 
sun-ender, to which he replied: "If y.m .vant us, you must take us." 

a The visible fruits of the victory, which fell into the hands of General Price, •vere 
six cannon, two mortars, over 3,000 stand of infantry arms, a large number of sabres, 
about seven hundred and fifty horses, wagons, tea.ms, ammunition, and $100,000 worth 
of commissary stores. Also, " the great seal of State, and the public records, which had 
been stolen from their proper custodian, and about $900,000 in money of which the bank 
of this place had been robbed, and which I have ca.used to be retmned to it." See Gen
eral Price·s report to Governor Jackson, September 23c1, 1861. 
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numbers engaged and the desperate character of the conflict, was incon

siderable-forty ki.llecl and one hundred and twenty wounded on the Union, 

and twenty killed and seventy-five wounded on the Confederate side. 

Among the Union wounded, by a ball through the calf of the leg, and a 

flesh wound on the right arm, was Colonel Mulligan; and Colonel Mar

shall, by a ball in the chest. 
In the desperate and protracted assault upon Lexington, the following 

forces bore a conspicuous part: Bledsoe's, Clark's, Kelly's, and Parsons' 

bt1tterios, and the divisions and smaller commands, respectively, under 

General James S. Rains, Colonel Congreve Jackson, Colonel Rives, Gen

eral McBride, General Thomas A. Harris, General Steen, Colonel Boyd, 

Major Winston and Colonel Green. 
The fall of Lexington was n serious blow to the Union cause in Mis

souri, and, as in the case of Wilson's Creek, General Fremont was 

severely censured for failing to re-inforce it. He was assailed with 

charges of incapacity, extrnvagance in expenditure, and a penchant for 

grandiloquent proclamations and dispfay.1 

Feeling very keenly the losses of Lyon and the battle at Wilson's 

Creek, n.nd the surrender of Lexington, General Fremont, apprehend

ing that General Price would now march to Jefferson City, or seek to 

establish himself somewhere on the Missouri River in the center of the 

State, avowed a cleterminntion to take the field in person, with the hope 

of circumventing and destroying Price befol'e McCulloch, who ha.cl been 

gathering troops in Arkansas; could retum to his aid. With this view, 

on the 27th of September, he put in motion, for Southwest Missouri, an 

army of more q1an 20,000 men, (of whom 5,000 were cnvalry), 

arranged in five divisions, under the command of Generals David Hunter, 

John Pope, Franz Sigel, J. McKinstry ancl H. Asboth, nncl accompa

nied by eighty-six pieces of artillery, many of which were rifle cnnnon. 

On the 28th of September, Fremont, with his famous body-gual'd, under 

Major Charles Zagonyi, a Hungarfan, had reached Jefferson City, where 

, he sought to adopt vigorous measures not only to forestnll Price's 

expected march to the Capital, but to drive him from the State. 

On the 30th of September, Price abandoned Lexington, marching 

south towards Arkansas, but leaving a guard of five hundred mell. there, 

1 One of the Union papers of the State (the Missouri Statesman), commenting at the 

time 0n the fall of Lexington, said: " It ought by this time to be very apparent to Gen

eral John Charles Fremont, and other band-box Generals, that the Rebels are not to be 

'driven in dismay from the State' by dress parades on sunshiny afternoons, high-sounding 

proclamations, freeing negroes, and orders from the Provost Marshal." 
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in charge of the officer-prisoners (the private soldiers had been paroled) 
takeu at Mulligan's surrender. On the 16th of October, by a bold dash, 
Major Frank J. ""White, of the "Prarie Scouts," a cavalry force of oue 
hundred and eighty-five men, surprised the guard, took seventy of them 
prisoners, and dispersed the rest, releasing the Union prisoners, and 
marched to join Fremont, who by this time had reached Warsaw, on 
the Osage River. Recent heavy_ rains had so swollen the stream that its 
passage for so large an army was very difficult. Sigel, who led the 
advance, crossed in a single flat-boat, but this mts inadequate for the 
transportation, to the opposite shore, of 30,000 troops, baggage trains, 
cavalry horses, and nearly one hundred heavy guns. Therefore, under 
the direction of Captain Pike, of the engineers, a rude, strong bridge . 
was constructed, over which the entire army and its accompaniments 
passed in safety, and moved on in the direction of Springfield, by the 
way of Bolivar. 

General Fremont's plan was reasonably magnificent in its proportions, 
to-wit : To capture or disperse the forces of Price, march to Little 
Rock and take it, and so completely turn the position of the Confeder
ate forces under Polk, Pillow, Thompson, und Hardee, as to cut o:ff their 
supplies from that region, and compel them to retreat ; when a flotilla of 
gun-boats then in preparation near St. Louis, iri command of Captain 
Foote, conld easily descend the river and assist in military operatio1111 
against :Memphis, which, if successful, would allow the army to push on 
and take possession of New Orleans. "My phm is, New Orleans 
straight," he wrote, Oct. 11th, 1861, from Tipton, to his wife, who was 
then in Jefferson City. "lt would precipitate the war forward, nnd end 
it soon and victoriously." 1 All the while, however, Fremont was appre
hensive of interference with his plans, by orders from Washington~ for he 
knew that the Secretary of War, Simon Cameron, and the Acljutant
General, E. D. Townsend, were en route from St. Louis to overtake him. 

When within about fifty mileg of Springfield, Fremont ordered for
ward to that place the combined Cavalry forces_,.about three hundred 
strong-of Major Charles Zagonyi, of his "Body Guard,'' and Major 
Frank J. \Vliite, of the "Prairie Scouts," (led by the former) to recon
noiter the Confederate position there, and, if possible, to capture it. 
Major Zagonyi executed the order with great intrepidity and heroism, 
rendering his brilliant charge one of the most notable events of the cam
paign in Missouri. AnC!- yet no event of the war has been more misrep-

1 See •·The Civil War in America," by Lossing. Vol. 2, p. 79. 
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resentated and exaggerated, chiefly in two respects; (1) as to the num
ber of Confederates at Spri ngfielcl, aud ( 2) the injustice done the squad
ron of "Prairie Scouts" belonging to Major vVhite's command. These 
exaggerations, for the most part, owe their patemity to the vain
glorious reports rnude at the time by Major Zagonyi himself, and which 
without contradiction, so far as we know, have gone into all previous 
histories of the event as true. The truth-not stopping to point out in 
detail the inaccuracies of other accounts-is substantially as follows : 

On October 24, 1861, after Major White's retum from Lexington, 
ho was ordered by Generul Sigel to reconnoiter in the vicinity of Spring
ffold, and if advisable to attack the Confodornte force in camp there. 
Although suffering from a severe illness, and unable to mount his horse, 
l\iajor White (himself in a carriage) immediately pushed forward his 
command; and on the evening of the same day (24th) was overtaken 
by l\fajor Zagonyi, with the "Body Guard," who, under orders from 
General Fremont, took.command of the combined force. ·when within 
u few miles from Springfield the next day, (25th) Major Zagonyi cap
tL:-red some Confederate foragers from whom he learned, but it was untrue, 
tlmt the Confederate force garrisoning the town numbered between 2,000 
and 3,000 infantry aud cavalry. Nevertheless he dashed forwnrd rapidly, 
leaviug M:0or White very ill in his carriage, under eecort of u lielltenant 
and five men. 1 The Confederates, 400 or 500 cavalry and 150 infautry
and not 2,200 men, as stated by Major Zugonyi, nor 1,200 as claimed by 
Mt~or White-were encamped about one mile west of Springfield, on 
the Mount Vernon road, and were in command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lee Cloud, of Webster County, in the absence of Colonel Frazer. 

Notice of Zngonyi' s approach was received by them almost simultane
ously with his appearance, and therefore it may be said it was a com
plete surprise. Delivering encouraging words to his officers and men, 
Zagonyi led the charge. He said: "Let the watchword be, the Union 

·When Major White was near the borders of Springfield, he and his escort were sur
rounded and captured by two companies of Confederate cavalry. Major White broke 
his sword in preference to surrendering it, but gave up his papers and other effects. He 
remained a prisoner during the :fight, which commenced within an hour after his capture; 
and when the Confederate stragglers retreated from· Springfield, they took Major White 

'-with them, and encamped for the night twelve miles distant, at the house of a Union 
''1Q1an. Watching his opportunity, he communicated "the situation" to the host, who 
secretly i;;ent a message to some Home Guards in the vicinity. 'fhese came, surrounded 
the house, and took Major White's captors prisoners, and released him and his escort. 
:Next morning he returned to Springfield in charge of those, as prisoners, who the eve
ning previous had held him as a prisoner. 
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and Fremont; draw sabers ! Dy the right flank-quick trot-mcwclt I" 
am1 away dashed Z:igonyi and his men with a sho11t, down n fa1w, under 
the fire of the Confederates, with which on the north side it wa.s lincll. 
At the first dash a largo number of the Confodoratcs-0110 cyo-wit1wss 
says n third-ran and scattered in every direction, tho remainder stan<l
in()' their '"l'OlltHl. b b 

In the first charge Zagonyi swept by the Confe<Jerato camp, and 
scattering an intervening rail fence, passed into tho enclosure where the 
Confederates were, :md formed his men in a ravine ahout two h u ndrcd 
yards from them. Hero again he charged with drawn salm·s in li:i11dsome 
style, so1ne of his men breaking throngh the ConfcdoraLo line, am] being 
made prisoners, owing to tho fact that the Confotlerntos were formed in 
an almost impenetrable thicket of scrubby haw trees, aml i11rn1<·diatoly 
in their rear was ti strong fence. This charge was rt•p11ls<~(l with con
siclernhle slaughter. Zagouyi, falling back ngaiu to the ravi 110 and reform
ing his men, repeated the charge a second anJ third tinw, with the 
same result. In these several charges the "Prail'ic Swuts," (l\1ajor 
White's men), although completely ignored in Major Zagonyi's ofticial 
reports, <lid gallant service umler the innnediate conuuawl of tlwir senior 
Captain, Charles Fairbanks, and Lieutenant Connelly, Lhe latter of whom 
was killed on his horS<l by a shot from the gun of a youth only fourteen 
years of age, John vVickcrshan1, of I..iclmnon. 

The Union loss in the engagement was: Zagonyi's "Body Ou:l.l"d," 15 
killed, 27 wounded and 10 taken prisoners,-52; ·whiLo':; "Prnil'ie 
Scouts," killed, wounrlod an<l pr.isoncrs, 3i3; total 85. Tlrn .Fcdcrnl 
dead, with five Confoderates, were turned over to the eitizc11s of Spri11g
fielcl for burinl, and at eight o'clock that night, t!to Oonl'ednraL(~s, not 
deeming it prudent to remain in the vicinity, loft for Price's 110aclquarLors 
at Neosho. 

Zagonyi also left Springfield the same night, deeming it u11saf'o to 
remain, and fell back until he met Sigel's aclvanee, hctwccu Spri11glield 
and Bolivar. 

As already stated, on the first charge of Zagonyi, qu.itc a brgc nu1nbcr 
of the mounted Confoclorntes sought safety in flight, and at once pro
ceerled to Price's army, then sfationed at Neosho, reporting to "Old 
Pap" that the remainder of the force Imel been killed or captured, they 
only being left to tell the talc. Price at once ordered Colonel I~ivr;s 
with all bis cavalry to proceecl to Springfield to retrieve the disaster. 

·when the Confederates under Colonel Cloud renchecl Price's outposts, 
from the Zagonyi charge, and reported the true condition of uifuirs t(;.. 
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General McBride, that officer ordered one of the majors who was en
gaged in the fight to proceed at once to General Price and report to 
him. The officer met General Price on the prairie near Neosho, and 
stated to him that instead of a defeat, it was a victory, and that they had 
prisoners, arms and horses to show for it. "Old Pap" was in his car
riage, and when he heard this statement dropped his head on his breast 
in tJiought for a moment, when he brought down his :fist on bis knee with 
the laconic e:11.pression ''Damn a man witli six legs!" alluding to the 
frightened stragglers who had the four legs of their horses in addition to 
their own, on which to escape. 

About the time of the order of bis supercession, Fremont directed 
General U. S. Grant, then at Uairo, to execute some co-operatfog move
ments. On September 6th, hearing of the invasion of Kentucky by 
General Leonidas Polk, of Mississippi, Grant took possession of Padu
cah, and, a hulf mile below the town, threw across the Ohio river an 
immense pontoon bridge. Having thus closed au important gateway of 
supplies for the Confederates in interior Kentucky and Tennessee, he 
determined to cut oft' reinforcements from Polk to Price by the way of 
Columbus. With this view he menaced Columbus by attackiug Belmont 
(Nov. 7, 1861), a small village opposite on the Missouri shore. This he 
did successfully, by the wooden gunboats Tyler and Lexington, and by 
cavalry nnd infantry on shore. The :fighting was desperate, both sides 
displaying great gallantry. 

The total loss (as reported at the time) on the Federal side, in killed, 
wounded, missing and prisoners, was 717; of whom 91 were killed, 278 
wounded, 206 missing, and 142 taken prisoners. The Confederates ac
knowledged a loss of 350 in killed alone, and many hundred in wounded 
and missing. 

Many acts of heroism on both sides were related, among them that of 
a mere youth, a little boy, who was attached to Tnppan's Arkansas Reg-

, imeut, and carried two mimic flags, one in each hand. The regiment 
was driven to the water's edge, and the Federals poured in a terrific 
volley, killing many, who fell into the river, and such as were not in
stantly killed met a watery grave. Among those struck was the little 
boy who bore the flags. Giving one last hurrah, which was cut short by 
the ebbing flood of his you~g life, he waved the flags over bis head, 
tottered into the river, and was seen no more. The incident was wit
nessed by a whole regiment crossing the river at the time, and there was 
not one member of it who did not shed a tear at the sight. 

26 
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Although Fremont's army arrived safely at Springfield at the begin

ning of November, the month previously closetl up gloomily for his 

administration of the department. There was deep dissatisfaction every

where-at Washington and in Missouri. Even his old and fast friends, 

and the friends of his father-in-law (Colonel Benton), the Blairs-Frank: 

P. Blair :.md his brother Montgomery-could sustain him no longer. 

The national administration at vVashington had sent the Secretary of 

vVar and Adjutant General to Missouri to make personal observations of 

his army and to look into the affairs of his Department. These officers 

overtook Fremont, October 13th, at Tipton, the then western terminus 

of the Pacific railroad. Their personal interview was courteous and 

candid. On their return to ·w ashingion, the Adjutant General made a 

very unfavorable report of the condition of affairs in Missouri, which 

increased and intensified the dissatisfaction with Fremont; and the con.

sequence was that. an orcler was issued, which reached him at Springfield 

by special courier on November 2d, relieving him of his command, and 

directing that he turn over ihe Department to General David Hunter, 

then some distance in the rear. At the time of its receipt, Fremont wa.s 

amid active armngements for making a direct "forward movement" upori. 

Price, who, first going to Neosho to protect Governor Jackson's se

cession legislature, pushed on to Pineville, McDonald .county, in the 

eA.'treme south-''estern corner of the State. Notwithstanding the 

order relieving Fremont, one hundred and ten of his officers requested 

him, as General Hunter had not arrived, to lead the army ngainst Price , 

who, it was reported, 1·einforced by McCulloch, was moving on Spring

field with 40,000 men to give him battle. vYith this request he pron-i.

ised to comply, provided General Hunter did not reach them by sunset 

of that clay. Hunter failed to do so. Fremont issued marching orders, 

and the entire army was alive with preparations for the movement; but 

at midnight Hunter arrived, was informed of Fremont's plans, which h c 

disapproved and countermanded, and the Union forces laid upon their 

arms. Five clays afterwards, Hunter himself was superseded, and Ma

jor-General Henry Wager Halleck was appointed to the command of the 

Department. 
On November 4th, Fremont and his staff left Springfield for St. Louis, 

and the army about the middle of the month commenced a retrograde 

march, followed by a large number of Union refugees. 

It was untrue that Price and McCulloch hnd marched from Pineville to 

give battle to Fremont. But after the Federal army left Springfield, the 
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Confederates under these two generals returned to the interior counties 
of the Southwest, and from time to time occupied different points, as the 
best means for subsistence and recruiting were presented. The near 
approach of winter seemed to forbid extensive military operations, and 
the campaign was practically ended f~r the season on both sides. 

Near the close of the month of November, from his headquarters at 
Neosho, Newton county, General Price issued ''To the people of Central· 
and North Missouri" a remarkable proclamation, in the form of an 
Extra Missour·i Army Argus, a paptir which was occasionally issued by 
officers of his command, on a printing press and materials which accom
panied the army. It was melodramatic in style, and an importunate and 
stirring appeal for fifty thousm1d men. In fact it was much more 
than this-a virtual promise to all who should rally to his standard and 
suffered losses of property in consequence, that he would indemnify 
them "with interest" when he came in possession of the State, out of 
"two hundred million dollars' worth of Northern means in Missomi 
which could not be removed." 

This extraordinary paper is here copied in full, just as it was originally 
issued: 

PROCLAMATION. 

To the People of Central and North Missouri: 
FELLOW-CITIZENS: In the month of June last I was called to the command of a 

handful of Missourians, who nobly gave up home and comfort to espouse, in that gloomy 
hour, the cause of your bleeding country, struggling with the most causeless and cruel 
despotism known among civilized men. When peace and protection could no longer be 
enjoyed but at the price of honor and liberty, your Chief Magistrate called for :fifty 
thousand men to drive the ruthless invader " from a soil made fruitful by your labors 
and consecrated by your homes". 

To that oall less than jive thousand responded; out of a male population exceed'ing two hun
dred thousand men, one in forty only stepped forwai·d to defend with their persons and their 
lives, the cause of constitutional liberty and hiiman rights! 

Some allowances are to be made on the score of a want of military organization; a 
supposed want of arms; the necessary retreat of the army southward; the blockade of 
the river, and the presence of an armed and organized foe. But nearly six months have 
now elapsed; your crops have been tilled, your harvests have been reaped, your prepar
ations for winter have been made; the army of Missouri, organized and equipped, 
fought its way to the river. '!'he foe is still in the field; the country bleeds, and our 
people groan under the inilictions of a foe, m!J.rked with all the characteristics of bar
barian warfare-and where now are thejifty thousand to avenge our wrongs and free our 
country~ Had fifty thousand men :docked to our standard, with their shot guns in their 
hands, there would not be a Federal hireling in the State to pollute our soil. Instead of 
ruined communities, starving families, and des so lated districts, we should have had a people 
blessed with protection, and with stores to supply the wants and necessities and com
forts of life. Where ,are those fifty thousand men? Are Missourians no 1011ger true to 
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themselves? Are thev a timid, time-serving, craven race, fit only for snhjectton to a des
j)•}t? Awake. my coL~ntrymen, to a sense of what constitntes the dignity and trne great
ne"S of a people! A few men have fonght your battles. A few men have dared the dan
gers of tlle b'tttle-fielcl. A fe\Y men ha\·e borne the hardships of the camp-the scorch
lng snn;; of summer, the privations inddent to our circnrnstanecs-fatigne, and hnnger, 
ai~~1 thirst-oftf'll without blankets. without shoes. with insnffieicnt clothing, with the 
cold wet eoirth for a pillow-glad only to meet the enemy on the field, where some paid 
the noble>t deyotion known among men on earth to the cause of your country a11cl your 
right" \\'ith their lives. 

Ent where one has been lost on the field, three have been lost by disea'8es imlnced by 
nrirntion and toil, Durincr all these trials 1rn have mmmured not; \Ye offered all we 
lia(l on earth at the altar of our common country-our own lJp,Joved J\!issouri-and we 
only now ask our fellow-citizens-our brethren. to come tons and ltelp us to secure what 
w·e .ha·.-e gained, and to >Yin onr glorious inheritance from the cruel hand of the spoiler 
and the oppressor. Come to us !-brave sons of J\Iissnuri-rnlly to onr st:mclard. I mnst 
have fifty thousand men !-I call upon you. in the name of yonr conntrr for fifty thons
:rntl men'. Do yon stay at home to take care of your propertr? :Millions of dollars 
have ]Jeen lost because you stayed at home! Do yon stay at ho1uc for protection? 
}fore men hrrrn been murdered at home than I h:we lost in 1lve Sl!C('.essflll hattles ! Do 
yon stay at home to secnre terms \Yith the enemy? Then I warn yon, the day m:ty soon 
come when you may be surrendered to the mercies of that enemy, aJHl your sul1stance 
be gi>en up to the Hessian and the jrryhawkcr! I cannot, I will not attdlrnte such mo
tives to you. m:-· coumrrmen. Bnt \Yhere are our Southern-rights friemls? 

·we must drirn the oppressor from onr land. I must !Jave i\0.000 mc:n. Now is_ the 
crisis of your fate-now the golden opportnuity to save tl1e State! No1y is tlrn day 
of yonr political salrntion! The time of enlistment of our brave barnl is licginning 
to e:s:pire. Do not rn:s: their patience beyond endurance. Do not lougc•.r siclrnn tliei.r 
heart~ b:; hope deferred. The.v begin to cnqnire. '· IVl!erc am onr friemiR?" '\Yho shall 
giYe th.em answer? Bo~·s and small property holders !Jave, in the main, fought the bat
tles for the protection of your property. Auel wheu they ask. "·wlterc a.r<'. tltc mPn for 
whom we are fighting?'' how sh,111 I-how can I explain? Citi,,,c1H; of 11n~~t>11ri, I call 
upou you by eyery consideration of intcrc•st, by ever.v desire of s:dety. lly every tie that 
binds yon to home and country, defay no longer. "Let the dearl hmy tho do:v.l.'' Leave 
your property to take care of itself. Commend your homes tl• the protection of God, 
:.ind merit the admiration and love of chiltlhood aud womauhoocl, by showing your
selves }IE::\f, the sons of the brave and free who bequeathed to us the s:tered trust of free 
institutions. Come to the army of 1Iissouri, not for a week or month, but to free your 
country. 

" Strike, till each armed foe expires, 
Strike for yom altars and yonr fires, 
Strike for the green graves of your sires

Gocl and your native land." 

1'he burning :fires of patriotism mnst inspire and lead yon or all is lost-lost, too, just 
a_t t?e moment when all might be foreYer saved. Numbers give strength. Numbers iu
tmmlate the foe. ~umbers saYe the necessity, often, of righting brittles. Numbers 
m:lke oar arms irresistible. :Numbers command universal respect and insnre confidence. 
\Ve must ha1·e men. 50.000 men! Let the herdsman leave his folds. Let the farmer 
1eaye his fields. Let the mechanic leave his shop. Let the lawyer leave his office till >ve 
restor~ the s~premacy of the law. Let the aspirant for office and place know they will 
be weighed m the balance of patriotism and may be found wanting. If there be any. 
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<:raven, crouching spirits, who have not greatness of soul to respond to their country's 
call for help, let them stay at home, and let only the brave and true come out to join 
their brethren on the tented field. 

OomE) with supplies of clothing and with tents, if you can procure them. Come with 
your guns of any description that can be made to bring down a foe. If you have no 
~mns, come without them, and we will supply you as far .as that is possible. Bring cook
ing utensils, and rations for a few weel•s. Bring blankets, and heayY shc>es, and extra 
bed clothing, if you have them. ·Bring no. horses to remain with the army except those 
necessary for baggage transporation. We must have 50,000 men. Give me these men, 
and by the help of God, I will drive the hireling bands of theives and marauders from 
the State. But if Missourians fail now to rise in their strength, and avail themselves of 
this propitious moment to strike for honor and liberty, you cannot say that we have not 
done all we could to save you. 

You wiZZ ·be advised in time at what point to report for organisation and active service. 
Leave your property at horne. What if it be taken-all taken') WE HAVE $200,000,000 
WOR'rH OF NORTHERN MEANS IN MISSOURI WHICH CANNOT BE REMOVED. When we 
are once free the amount will indemn~fy every citizen who may have Zost a dollar by adhesion 
to the cause of.his country. We shall have our pi·operty or its value, with interest. But in 
the name of God and the attributes of manhood, let me appeal to you by considerations 
infinitely higher than money! Are we a generation of driveling, sniveling, degraded 
slaves? Or are we MEN, who dare assert and maintain the right which cannot be sur
rendered, and defend those principles of everlasting rectitude, pure and high, and 
sacred like God, their author? Be yours the office to choose between the glory of a free 
-0ountry and a just government, and the bondage of your children! I will never see the 
chains fastened upon my country! I will ask for six and a half feet of Missouri soil in 
which to repose, but will not live to see my people enslaved! 

Do I hear your shouts! Is that your war cry which echoes through the land! Are 
you coming! Fifty thousand men! Missouri shall move to victory with the tread of a. 
giant I Come on my brave boys, fifty thousand heroic, gallant, unconquerable Southern 
men! We await your coming, 

STERLING PRICE, 
Major General Commanding. 

The earnestness with which this call was made, and the inducements 
presented to incite a favorable response to it, aroused many of the citi
zens of the State to fly to Price's standand. To prevent their joining 
him, General John Pope was ordered to reconnoitre the country west or 
J e:fferson City and south of the Missouri river; and it was in this region, 
on the west side of Blackwater creek, in Johnson county, about the middle 
of December, that Colonel J e:ff. C. Davis and Major Lewis Merrill captured 
a large body of them. 

When General Halleck, November 9, 1861, was appointed to the com
mand of the Department of Missouri,1 he had but a few days previous 
reached Washington City, on the call of the President, from California. 
On the 19th he took the command, with headquarters in St~ Louis, and 

i It included Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Arkansas, and that por
tion of Kentucky west of the Cumberland River. 
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proceeclecl to establish the most perfect discipline in the army, and to 
aclopt measures designed to overcome the secessionists, ancl to protect 
the persons and property of Union citizens, anr] the rnilways and b1;idges 
of the State from the depredations of roving bands of "bushwhackers". 
The city of St. Louis being crowded with Union refugees from the dis
turbed sections of the interior, on December 12th he issned an order of 
assessment upon certain wealthy "southern" citizens for feeding and 
clothing them. 011 the 23d December, be declared martial law in St. 
Louis, and two clays afterwnrcls, by proclamation, extended it to all the 
railroads and the country adjacent to them. The lnst order was inspired 
by the destruction, on the 20th of December, of about 100 miles of the 
North l\Iissonri railroad by (it was charged) returned soldiers from 
Price's army and citizens acting in preconcert. The order fixed the pen
alty of death for the crime, and required the towns and counties along 
the line of any road thus destroyed to repair the damages or pay the 
cost of the repairs. 

During the year 1861, in addition to those already noticed, quite a 
large number of raids, surprises and skirmishes-some of them assuming 
the proportion of battles-occurred on both sides of the :Missouri river. 
Bnt the limits of this sketch forhid a detailed account of them ; and a 
brief mention, in chronological order, must suffice as a close of our account 
of the military campaign of 1861. 

May 14, Potosi, Washington County. July 10, :llfonroe Station, Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad. July 17, Fulton. or " Overton's Run." August 20, Moreton, Jlilissis
Rippi County. September-, Bennett's :lliills. September 10, Norfolk. September 17, 
Blue Mills Landing. September 20, Glasgow mistake, a second Little Bethel a:ffab:. 
September 25, Osceola. October 13. Shanghai. October 13, Lebanon. October 15, 
Linn Creek. October 15. Big River Bridge. October21. Fredericktown. November 8, 
Piketon. November 10. Little Blue. November 11, Clark's Station, Paci.fie railroad. 
December 28, Mt. Zion Church, Boone County. 

Thus closed the campaign in :Missouri in 1861. 
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FIELD, AND GENERAL PRICE RETREATS TO CROSS HOLLOWS, Amc-BATTLEOFPE.A.ltmmc.. 
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COMMUTED.-'l'r-rn BOONrn COUNTY "STANDARD" CONFISCATim.-GENERAL J. M. Scno
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]J'IG!f'P AT KmKSV!LLlC.-CoLONrnL GUITAlt'S PURSUIT OF POltTJC!R IN THE CHAHITON 

v .A.LLJCY.-FIGIIT8 AT LJOMPTON'8 ]J'Jml\Y AND YJCLLOW CirnEIL-BATTLE AT INDEI'EN· 

Dirnm1.-DEATH OF GlcNrnRAL JNO. 'l'. HUGHIC,S.-BATTLI'S AT LONE JACK AND NEWTONIA. 

-MILITAHY EXJWUTIONS AT MACON AND l'ALMYitA.-CANlt HILL AND PRAIIUE GROVE.

BA'l'TJ,JDS AT SPJUNGFmLD AND CAPlf. GmARDEAU.-CAPTUltE OF JEFI!'. 'fHOMPSO;)[.

GENltRAL EWING'S 01rnmt No. 11.-GlDNllltAJ, SCilOFrnLD'S LETTElt, AND G!!NE!tAL 

BlNGHAM'S ltlCPLY .-PmcS!DlUNT LINCOT,N'S PROPOSED PARDON OF GENERAL PRJCE.

COLONJnr. SHrnI,JlY'S RAID Ul'ON BoONVILLl~.-G1rnmtAL ROSJ!;CltANS .A.sSUl\IES COMMAND 

01' TIIID DlC.PARTMl~NT.-A LAltGll CONl<'ICJ>Jl!IUTE J!'OIWE INVADES THE STATE AND THREAT• 

ENS ST. Lours AND Tirn CAPITAL.-Sm~LIIY AND CLARK CAPTURE GLASGOW.-REV. 

WM. G. CAPLES l{lLI,Jm.-BRUTAL 'l'llrn.A.TMENT OF MA.JOH WM. B. LEWIS BY BILL 

.ANDmtSON.-l'ltICE'S irouorcs l>HIVIrn OU'l' OF 'l'Il!C ST.A.TE IN'.l.'O ARKANSAS.-THE C1rn

'.J.'!ULIA M.ASSACRJD.-DIWIM.T AND HormIBLE BUTCIIEltY OJ<' 11'.l:A.JOR JOHNSON BY BILL 

.ANDE!tSON'S GUimRILLAS.-EXECUTION IN ST. LOUIS OF JAMICS M. Urz.-LEE'S Sun

RENDI~lt.-LINCOLN'S ASSASSINATION.-JEl!'I!'. DAVIS' 0APl'Ulm.-CLOSE OF THE WAR. 

During the year 1861, as we have seen-that is, from the capture of 

Camp Jackson in May till the fight at Mount Zion Church, in Boone 

County, late in December, not less thtm sixty skirmishes and battles 

occuned in the State between the Federfil and Confederate forces. 

More than half' of these conflicts, and all of those which assumed the 

, proportions of pitched hattles, occurred on the south sicle of the Missouri 

River, because, throughout the war, for prudential and very apparent 

reasons, the Confederates did not peril the safety of their troops by organ

izinO' them in larrre bodies north of that stream. Therefore, the lare-e 
b l_, 

u 

armies of both sides, and the bloodiest battles, were south of it. Hence 

the Mi8souri River was a greater protection to the people north of it, 

from the desolations nnd untold horrors of the mighty conflict, than a 

military force of one hundred thousand men conlcl have been. 

Nevertheless, the first year of tho war, the continued presence of 

large or fragmentary armies, recruiting or organized, and in hostile array, 

with their off-hnnd and sharp collisions or more premeditated battles, 

and the angry conflicts of opinion hetweon the people themselves, seri-
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ously periled the peace of the State and affected disastrously every 
department of industry. 

Although milital'y operations were conducted on a large scale in other 
Stut(:S, and were anticipated in the southwestern portion of our own, the 
comn1e11cemcnt of the yc~u· 186:2 found l\lissouri cornpurativc]y qniet. 

llclieved, ln" the ·withdrawal of the Fm1ernl army from Springficlt1, of 
innnediate d;uger, and oncournged by the promise of reinforcements 
frum Arkansas under General Mcintosh, Genornl Price conccntr:ttcd 
about 12,000 men at Sprin.~·tield, with the intention of romai11i11g there 
ull wiutcr. Ent General Halleck very seriously iuterforPd with this pur
pose by massing his furces at Lebanon, iu L:telcde County, rlllder tho 
commcrncl of General Sumnel H,. Curtis, aml composcll of the tn>op,.; of 
Generals Ashoth, Sigel, Dcwis nnc1 Prcu1i~s. On Fehrnary llt!t, in tho 
miclst of very inclement ~weather, this force 1110\·cd nt1011 Springfidcl iu 
three columns, and on tho night of February 12-13, General Price folded 
his tents and retrettted to C:tssvillc with his whole anny. Cu rLis closely 
pursued him to Cassville, and still so11thward, across the .A.xkHmms line 
to Cross Hollows, thence to Sugar Creek near a. range uf hills called 
"Boston ).fountains," where Price-reinforced hy l\lcCulloch-dolinred 
hattle, and was defeated, Fel)rnary 20th.1 He ag:tin retreaLci1 to Cove 
Creek where on the 25th he halted, thus loavi11g l\Iiso-ionri with 110 large 
organized Conforlcrate force within its borders. 

Notwithstanding these repeated repu1ses anc1 ret routs, it was evident 
that General Price was preparillg for n great arn] d.l·cisi ve battle. Occu
pying a strong position amid the ddilns of tho "Boston Mountains," :incl 
rapidly increasing in numbers behind the sheltering billi;, Price lJecame t.<·>O 
formicbhle for further pursuit; and therefo!'c Curtis, realizing that pru
dence was the better part of valor, retrneecl his steps and foll hack from 
Fayetteville to Sugar Creek, not far from Bentonville, Benton Couuty, 
Arknnsas. 

V cry soon Curtis received tho intelligence that Price and McCulloch 
had been re-inforccd, March 2d, by General Earl Van Dom, but recently 
appointed commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, and also by 
General Albert Pike, the lawyer-poet of .Arkansn,,c;, at the head of a con
sideral>le body of Choctaw, Cherokee, Chickasaw and other Indians-

1 Some of Curtis' cavah"y, under Colonel Ellis and l\fajors l\lcConnell, Wright and Boliyar, made a charge on a Louisiana brigade nuder Colonel Hubert, supported by two regimeuts of infantry under Colonel Joh11 S. Phelps, the pre.-,cnt Governor of JY[fasouri, and Colonel Heron, and Captain Hayden with hio Dubuque battery. '.l'he fight was sharp and short, defeating the Confedei'ates. 
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the Confederate force aggregating about 25,000 men, as follows: McCul
i loch's (1~rkansas, Louisiana and Texas troops,) 13,000: Pike's Indians, 
1 with wlnte troops in same command, 4,000; Price's l\fissouri troops, 8,000. 'l'otal, 25,000.1 Force under Curtis, as per report of that 
1 ()fficer, 10, 500 men, including cavalr:y- and infantry, 49 pieces of artillery and one mountain howitzer. 

Vt1n Dorn was one of the most courageous and daring of the Confed, ate officerB, and his arrival was hailed with demonstrations of the liveliest , joy. Ile assumed the chief command, and at once . adopted vigorous 
measures for offensive action, with the view of driving Curtis back across the lviisso uri border. His presence inspired the whole Confederate army 
with cn~lrnsiasm, and they were "eager for the fray. " At the head of 

1 willing troops, Van Dorn marched rapidly on Curtis' encampment, and , by the cbo;h and celerity of bis movements placed the Federal army in 
1 grcu,t and imminent peril. · Early on the morning of March 6th, 1862, ' he marched vigorously to the attack, and there succeeded one of the 

most skill folly fought, desperate and sanguinary battles of the war; nrnl one w liich, with the laurel wreath of victory resting with :fickleness first on this standard, then on that, continued with varying fortune ' through three entire days. Victory was finally awarded to the Union side, but n,fter a loss of 1,351 in killed, wounded and missing, the divis
ion co1nmanded by Colonel E. C. Carr suffering the greatest. Among the Federal dead was Colonel Hendricks of the 25th Indiana. The loss of the Confederates has never been officially reported, but it must have ·been lnrge. An1011g the killed were Generals Ben. l\foCulloch and Mcintosh and General VVm. Y. Slack, of Chillicothe, Missouri. The latter was found on the field mo1tally wounded, and w:1s carried by Federal soldiers 
to a hos11ital, but lived only four hours. Colonels Couley and Rives of 

1. Missouri were also killed. McCulloch and Mcintosh were buried at Fort .Smith. General Price was wounded in the arm below the elbow by a 
minio lm11. 

Thus ended the battle of Pea Ridge, sometimes called the battle of 
Elk I-lorn Tavern. Ench party conceded that the other displayed the 
'greatest gn.llantry; but the Union side charg:d, ancl the other cleni~d, that the Indians employed under Pike were gmlty of the savage atrocity 

11 i Curtis in his official report estimates the number "at least 30,00~ or 40,000." Taylor's Hebellion Record, vol. 4, p. 417. .An _officer of P.r~ce's ~:~my,.111_ a ;etter to ;Hvnorable George O. Vest places it at 30,000 to 3o,OOO. The 2oth J'lliti~oun "as,,allantly led in this battle, on the Union side, by Colonel John S. Phelps, the present Governor 
'pf the State. 
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of sca11)ing and otherwise mutilatino- the bodies of the wounded Federal 
~ 0 

dead upon the field. 
After the lmttle, Van Dorn withdrew to the interior of Arkansas; 

and Curtis, after resting his army on the field, marched leisurely south 

and reached Batesville on May 6th. 

From the bloody field of Pea Ridge we return to Halleck's hcactquar

ters in St. Loub, and resume our narrative. 
Earnest protests havi1w been made ao·ainst the injustice of the assess

ments on ·wealthy South~·n syrnpathise~s hy General IIalleck's "Order 

No. 24," of December 12th, 1861, he appointed a new hoard of assess

ors to revise the lists and make such modifications as they doomed proper 

and right. 
On January 8th, 1862, Bernard G. Farrar, Provost-~forshnl General, 

issued the follo-wing order in regard to the newspapers pul>lished in the 

State: 

[Gener:1l Order ::'.'fo. 10.J 

OFFICE OF THE .PR.-OVOST J\I. A.R.,f' .. HAL G.ENERAL,} 
DEPARTlllENT OF THE .i\l1ssoum. 

t:lr. LOL:IS, January 8, 18G2. 

It is hereby ordered that from and after this date, the rrnJJlishers of ncwsp:tpcrs in the 
State of ~Ii;:souri, (St. Louis city papers excepted,) furnish to this o1lice, inwincliately 
upon publication. one eopy of eaeh issne for inspection. A failure to comply with this 
order will render the newspaper liable to suppression. 

Local Provost ?lfarslrnls will furnish the proprietors of newspapers with copies of 
this order, and attencl to its immediate enforcement. 

BERNA1rn G. FAlmAR, 

Provost J\I:trslrnl General. 

On the same day on which this order was issuen, much excitement 

wns occasioned in the St. Louis Charnhei· of Comnwrce hy tho refusal of 

a majority of the members, who were Southern sympathisers, nnd who 

had just elected officers reflecting thE·ir own views of the war, to admit a 

number of Union men as members. In consequence of their action, the 

Union members "·ithdrew from the Chamber and a Union Chamber of 
Commerce was established. 

This eYent inspired General Halleck to the issue of an order (No. 81, 

Jamrnry 2(5th, 1862), requiring the officers of the Mercantile Library 

Association and of the Chamber or Chambers of Commerce to sul;soribe 

and fil0 in the office of the Provost-::\Iarshal General, within ton (lays. 

the oath pre,;:erihed hy Article 6 of the Convention Ordi11nnco of Octo

ber 16th, 18fil. (See page 335.J In default of doing so, said officers 
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would be deemed to have resigned ; and in the event of their exercising 
the functions of their several offices without having taken the oath, they 
would do so at the peril of arrest and punishment. The same order for
bade the display of secession flags in the hands of women or on curriages 
in the vicinity of the military prison in McDowell's College-the car
riages to be confiscated and the offending women arrested. 1 

On the 4th of Fehrmiry a similar order was issued to the presidents 
and directors of all railroads in the State, and to the president, profes
sors, curators and other officers of the State University at Colurnbia
declaring in regard to the University that " this institution having been 
endowed by the government of the United States, its funds should not 
be used to teach treason or to instruct traitors." The same order 
required all clerks, agents and civil employes in the service of the United 
States to take the oath prescribed by Act of Congress, approved August 
6th, 1861; and recommended that all clergymen, professors and teach
ers, nnd all officers of public or priva~ institutions for education or 
benevolence, and all engaged in business and trade, who were in favor 
of the perpetuntion of the Union, voluntarily t0 take the convention 
oath, in order that their patriotism might be known and recognized. 2 

At a military commission which convened at Palmyra pursuant to 
special order No. 97, and dated December 27th, 18Gl, from General 
Halleck's headqunrters-Colonel John Groesbeck:, Thirty-Ninth Ohio 
Volunteers, President-the following persons were arraigned and tried 
on the charge of bridge, railroad nnd cnr hurni11g on the North Missouri 
Railroad, on the night of December 20th and 21st, 1861, and being 
found guilty were condemned "to he shot to death at such time and 
place as the Mt~or-Generul Commanding the Department shall direct,'' 
namely: John 0. Thompkins, Wm. J. Forshey, John Patton, Thomas 
M. Smith, Stephen Stott, George H. Onnningham, Richard B. Crowder 
and George M. Pulliam. General Halleck approved the :finding of the 
court, thus condemning to death the prisoners ttt a time and place there
after to be designated by him, and deputed General B. M. Prentiss to 
notify them of his decision nnd warn them to prepare for the execution. 
The time and place were never designated. Hence the condemned men 
were never "shdt to death,'' for on February 20th, 1862, General Halleck 
i5strnd an order, No. 44, in which he declared that "in consideration of 
the recent vict'ories won by the Federal forces, and of the rapidly increas
ing loyalty of the citizens of Missouri, who for a time forgot their duty to 

i "Rebellion Record," Vol. 4, p. 52. 
2 ''Rebellion Record," Vol. 4, p. 129. 
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their flag and country, the sentences of John C. Thompkins, vVm. J. 
Forshey, John Patton, Thomas M. Smith, Stephen Stott, George H. 
Cunningham, Richard B. Crowder and George M. Pulliam, heretofore 

condemned to death, are prnvisionally mitigated to close confinement in 

the military prison at Alton. If rebel spies again destroy r11ilroads u,ncl 

telegraph liues, and thus render it necessary for us to make severe exam

ples, the original sentences against these men will be carried into exe

cution." 
A similar commission, Colonel Lewis Merrill, of" Merrill's Horse," 

president, pursuant to special orders No. 160, of JTebrnary 20th, 1862, 

sat in Columbia, in :\larch of the same year, and tried .fames Quicsen

bel'l"y, J mnes Lane and \Yilli:un F. Petty, on the charge of railroad and 

bridge burning on the North ::\Iissouri railroad, on the night of December 

20-21, 1861, found them guilty and sentenced them to be shot at such 

time and place as the Genel'~il connnanding the department shall desig-

11ate; in the meantime to be confined in Alton military prison. Nor 

were these men ever shot; but on recommendation of the commission, 

the sentence Wits mitigated by General Halleck in the cases of Quiesen

lwrry and Lane to final release on condition of their taking the oath of 

allegiance and giving bond in the snm of $:2,000 ca.ch, fur future loyalty 

to the government. Petty 'ms also finally released. 
The same commission, at the same sitting, tried Edmund .T. Ellis, of 

Columbia, editor and proprietor of " 1'/ie Boone County Standal'd," 

for the publication in said paper of i11forn1ation for the benefit of the 

enemy, and encouraging resistance to the GoYermnent of the U nitcd 

States, and inciting persons to rebellion against the same. Ellis was 

found guilty and sentenced to banishment from :Missouri during the war, 

aud that his priuting materials be confiscated aucl sold, all which was 

clone. 
Early in April, General Halleck left for Corinth, Mississippi, leaving 

Major-General John M. Schofield in commaucl of the greater part of the 

State; and on June 1st he assumed cmmwmcl of tbe entire Departrnent 

of Missouri, establishing his headquarters at St. Louis. On July 22<1, 

Governor Gamble, desiring to repress the numerous guerrilla outbreaks 

in tbe State, authorized Generul Schofiekl, whom he appoi11tecl Brigadier

Geneml of the nli~souri l\lilitia, to orgm1ize the State Militia iuto com

panies, regiments and brigades, and to call such portion of it into active 

service in the :field as might be req11ired to put down all the marauders 

and secure the peace of the State nncl the safety of the people and their 

property. Measures were at once adopted by him to accomplish these 

objects. 
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Our limits forbid that we should follow the guerrilla bands of the State 
under Porter, Cobb, Poindexter, Qnantrel, Coffee and others or to note . ' 
the active steps taken by the Union troops under various commanders to 
circumvent their designs and capture or drive them from the State. 

After a series of desultory skirmishes, north and south of the :Missouri 
River-at Silver Creek, Howard County, January 15th, between the 
Union forces under J\fojor Hunt of "Merrill's Horse,'' Major Hubbard 
of the First Missouri, nnd Major Torrence of the First Iowa, and South
ern troops under Colonel Poindexter; at New Madrid, New Madrid 
County, February 28th, between General John Pope and Jeff. Thompson; 
at Neosho, Newton County, April 22d, between J\fajGr Hubbard and 
Colonel Stain wright's regiment of Indians; at Rose Hill, Cass County, 
July 10th, between Captain Kehoe and Lieutenant ·wright and Colonel 
vV. C. Quantrel; north of Keytesville on the Chariton River, Chariton 
County, July 30th, between Lieutenant-Colonel Alexander M. Woolfolk 
ai:ld eighty guerrillas-we come to the extraordinary pursuit of, and 
brilliant skirmishes and bloody fights with, the partisan bands of seces
sionists led by Colonel Jo. C. Porter.1 

This band was first encountered the latter part of June, at Cherry 
Grove, in Schuyler County, by Colonel H. S. Lipscomb with about 450 
State Militia, who, after repulsing them in a sharp :fight, pursued them 
to New Ark, Knox Count.)·, where the pursuit was abandoned. Next 
they were discovered in a heavy ambuscade at Pierce's Mill on the 
south side of the Middle Fabius, Scotland County, where Major John Y. 
Clopper, with a detachment of "Merrill's Horse," made three unsuccess
ful charges to dislodge them. Reinforced by :Major Rogers, the object 
was accomplished, after heroic resistance by Porter's men. Driven from 
their ambush, Porter's men retreated south, and in less than twenty-four 
hours were at Novelty, Knox County, sixty-four miles distant. Still 
pursuing a southern direction, they swept by Warren, Marion County, 
thence (July 22nd) to Florida, in Monroe, where they surprised and fired 
upon a small detachment of Federal troops under Mirjor H. C. Caldwell 
of the Third Iowa (now on the Supreme Court Bench of Arkansas,) and 
dashed on to the heavily timbered region about Brown's Spring, ten 
miles north of Fulton, Callaway County. Hearing of their encampment 
there, Colonel Odon Guitar, of the Ninth ::'11issouri State Militia, left 
Jefferson City on Sunday morning, July 27th, with about 200 men and 

1 Colonel Porter, 3d Missouri Cavalry, C. S • ..A.., died February 18, 1863, and was burled 
about eight miles from Little Rock, Arkansas. 
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two pieces of artillery 1 for the purpose of attacking them. On Saturday 
(the day before) Lieutenant-Colonel 'IV-. J?. Shaffer, of "Merrill's Horse," 
left Columbia with about 100 men, and, taking Sturgeon in the way, was 
there joined by Major Clopper with a hundred more. Major Caldwell, 
·with a detachment of the Third Iowa and a part of Colonel J.M. Glover's 
regiment, also left Mexico ; and the two columns, believing Porter to he 
encamped there, marebed for Mt. Zion Church, in the northeast part 
of Buone County. Not finding him, on Monda.)', July 28th, they plll'
suecl their way into Callaway County, until, about 2 o'clock l'. M., they 
heard Guitar's cannon four or five miles cfo;tant; for, before their arrivtd 
on the field, Guitar had furiously engaged tbe enemy iu the thiek under
brush and heavy timber near Moore's Mill. Shaffer mid Caldwell lrn~tened 
to the scene of confiiet, and anived in time very materially to aid in 
achieving the victory so heroically wrung from men who fought with 
desperation to the last. Many were killed aml wounded on hoth sides. 

After the fight at Moore's :Mill, the forces under Porter aud Alvin Colib 
retraced their steps aucl retreated north, joining a large body of troops 
under J. A. Poindexter near Kirksville, the county-scat of Adair, 
where, on August 6th, General John H. McNeil, with detachments of the 
Ninth Mi.ssmiri State Militia under Captain Leonard, ancl of "Merrill's 
Horse" under Lieutenant-Colonel Shaffer, attacked the joint force, 
numbering from 1,500 to 2,000 men, completely routing them. Porter 
:md Poindexter reached Kirksville a few hours before their imrsuor1', and, 
ordering the citizens to evacuate the town, posted their troops in the 
court house, seminary, stores and private residences, tho hotter to 
protect them in the coming battle. The .Zl:lissoitJ'i Statesman of August 
22d, 1862, giving an account of the battle, derived from persons who 
participated in it, says that-

Colonel :McNeil, approaching from the eastern side of town, drew up his forces before it. Not knowing the exact position of the enemy, he ordered ten men of :l'IIerrill's Horse to charge through the town and discover their placeR of concealment. '.rhey obeyed the order. and the rebels, in their eagerness, fired upon them from houses, 
st~ibles. and other places affording them protection from the missiles which were shortly to be pomed upon the t0\\<'11. Captains Samuel A. Garth and H.eeves Leonard, of Guitar's regiment wern then ordered to get their men in line and make another charge. 'l'lle captains, getting their men in motion, charged through the centre of the town, attaeking tl1e rebels in their strongholds and at every step routing and pursuing them with gre:1t slaughter. 'l'hey and their men behaved with the greatest coolne,;s and bravery; and when the rebels saw their determination and courage they fled precipitately to the brnsh on the western side. Captain Henry N. Cook, of Guitar's Regiment, 

1 Parts of companies A, Captain Reeves Leonard; B, Captain Saml. A. Garth; C, 
Captain John D. McFarlane; G, Captain Thomas B. Reed; L, Captain H. N. Cook. 
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was also in the engagement. He and his company made a furious charge on some 
houses in the northern part of the town, and acting with undaunted bravery, captured 
and killed a great many rebels. 

Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer commanded a detachment of Merrill's Horse which 
render,ed gallant and efficient services. ' 

Whilst the Federal troops were posted in selected portions of the town, the artillery 
was playing with terrine effect. Houses were riddled and torn to pieces, and the :fleeing 
rebels, when they could escape, sought safety in the woods. 

In three hours the town was in possession of McNeil, and the force of 
Porter and Poindexter in full retreat toward the Chariton River. The 
rebel loss \n the battle-killed, wounded and prisoners-was between 
200 un<l 300.1 McNeil's loss, eight killed and a large number wounded. 

Colonel Guitar, having returned to Jefferson City from Moore's Mill 
ou uccount of serious illness, immediately entered upon preparations for 
the pursuit of Porter, and on Friday, the 8th, lauded from a steamer at 
Glasgow a considerable force. Continuing the pursuit, he overtook: 
Porter at 9 o'clock on Monday night, at Compton's Ferry on Grand River 
in Ourroll County. A portion of Porter's men had crossed before his 
arrival, but a large number, with all their baggage, horses, wagons, etc., 
were yet to cross. Guitar ordered his troops, portions of his own regi
ment and portions of' " Merrill's Horse" under Major C. B. Hunt, to 
charge, which they did, at the same time opening upon the demoralized 
anc.l fleeing guerillas with two pieces of artillery. 'l'he effect was terrible. 
Mn.uy, in their eagerness to escape, threw away their guns and plunged 
on their horses into the river,· but many of the horses became unman
ao-enble and returned to the shore from whence thev started. Some were e . -
drowned. A large number of prisoners, all their baggage, together with 
a great number of horses, mules, guns and wagons, were capttired. 
Poindexter continued hurriedly in a northern direction, crossing the 
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad at Utica on Tuesday morning. Near 
here he was intercepted and driven back by General B. F. Loan. In bis 
retreat south, Guitar met him, on the 13th, at Yellow Creek in Chariton 
County, again routing him, and scattering and breaking up bis band. 
Guitar then returned with bis command to Jefferson City.2 

I After the battle at Kirksville, seventeen prisoners were condemned to death, and 
shot by order of Colonel :McNeil, for violation of their parole; they haVing been 
caught in arms after taking the oath of allegiance. Among the number was Lieutenant
Oolonel :McCulloch, second in command under Poindexter, who met his fate courage
ously, giving the order himself for the executioners to fire. 

2 After the several engagements at Moore's Mill, Kirksville, Compton's Ferry and 
Yellow Creek, Governor Gamble promoted Colonel Guitar to Brigadier-General of 
Enrolled :M:issouri Militia. 
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The next engagement of any considerable interest in the State was at 
Independence, before the break of chy on the morning of Monday, Au
gust 11th. The town was garrisoned by battalions of Missouri Infantry 
and Cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel J. T. Buell, Seventh Missouri 
Volunteer Cavalry, about 450 strQng. The Rebel forces, in command of 
General John T. Hughes, of Clinton County, (author of "Doniphan's 
Expedition," and an old school-fellow of the writer,) numbered 600 to 
800 men, and, entering town by the Harrisonville and Big Spring roads, 
commenced a vigorous attack, arll1 were in almost every part of town be
fore the Federal force had any notice of their approach. One portion of 
Hughes' command at once surrounded Colonel Buell' s headquarters, 
thns cutting him off from communication with his men, another por
tion attacked the provost-guard at the jail, while the larger portion took 
possession of the gardens, orchards, fields and buildings which com
manded the camp. The Federal forces fought with daring courage, nnd 
the same is true of their assailants; but completely surprised and 
taken at. disadvantage, and enfiladed on all sides, as many of them as 
were able to do so retreated from the streets into the pastme of Hon. 
Samuel H. \Yoodson, and formed behind a stone fence. It w~is here 
that General Hughes was shot dead from his horse, leading his men to a 
desperate charge. Colonel Buell, observing that his camp was evac
uated, and that further resistance was useless, ran up a white flag and 
surrendered the post. The loss was heavy on hoth sides. 

The united forces of the Rebel commanders-Coffee, Hunter, Tracy, 
Jackman and Cockerhills-attacked Major Fo;ster with 800 State Militia, 
at Lone Jack, a small village in the southeastern corner of Jackson 
Cou~ty, on August 16th, defeating him and capturing two pioee of artil
lery .1 The loss on each side was about fifty killed and from seventy-five to 
one hundred wounded. Among the wounded was Major Foster. Hearing 

lAmong the remarkable incidents of the battle, the following is worthy of record: 
When the Federal forces had fallen back and taken refuge in a large hotel, and were 
poLu-ing from its windows a death-fire upon the Confederates, causing them to lie down 
and take shelter behind the plank fencing that ~nrronnded the hotel, news came to the 
head-qll.mters of General Qofl:'ee that his men had exhausted their cartridges. Volun
teers were called for, to risk their lives in that terrible storm of minie balls, and supply 
the soldiera behind the fencing ·with the needed ammunition. David R. Boneton, a son of 
Judge Jesse A. Boneton, of Boone County, responded; and filling a Cftrpet sack with the 
deadly missiles, mounted his fine charger (named" Sterling Price"), and dashed forward 
on his mission. He sat on his horse and distributed the cartridges amid a storm of 
bullets, coming out unscathed. 
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of the approach of General James G. Blunt, the Rebels 3 000 stronO' 
. r l l ' o• 
nnmec rnte y commenced a retreat south under cover of the night.1 

.on September 13th, 1862, at Newtonia, a small village about twelve 
miles east of Neosho, the county seat of Newton County, a desperate en

gagement occurred between a large body (about 5,000) of Kansas, \:Vis
consin, Missouri and Indian troops-infantry, cavalrv and artillerv-under 
the command of General F. Salomon, and a Confederate force vof 8,000 

or 10 ,000, under Colonels Cooper and Jo. Shelby, in which the Union 

forces wr.re repulsed and compe1led to retreat back to Sarcoxie a dis-
' tt'lnce of fifteen miles. Large numbers were killed and wounded on 

both sides.2 

At this point we make a divergence fr0m the record of skirmishes and 
battles between contending forces in the field, and from the pursuits, re
treats, surprises and captures to which we have been <YivinO' attention 

b b ' 

to two of those atrocities which unhappily blacken the history of the 
civil war in Missouri. Personally, and for the fair fame of the State, we 

wo nld prefer to omit them altogether, and allow the insetting tide of 

0bli vion to conceal them from mortal memory forever. But justice to 

" the trnth of history" demands that the facts be recorded in regard to 
them, and we will not shrink from the duty. 

One of these atrocities was the execution, at Macon, Mo., on Friday, 

the 25th of September, 1862, of ten Rebel prisoners, on the triple charge, 
of treason, perjury and murder; and the other the execution, at Pal

myra, Mo., on Saturday, October 18th, 1862, of a similar number to 
expiate the abduction and probable murder, by some of Porter's band, 

of one Andrew Allsman, a Union citizen of Marion County. 
On the day previous to the execution at Macon, 144 prisoners, who had 

been confined in the " Harris House,'' in that place, were sent by rail
road to St. Louis for imprisonment during the war. The ten retained 

had been condemned by General Lewis Merrill, or by a drum-head 

c~:mrt-martial, to be "shot to death,'' because, as it was claimed, "each 
one of them had for the third time been captured while engaged in the 

rob bing and assassination of his own neighbors," and therefore were the 
most depraved and dangerous of the gang. It was also charged, and 

we take it for granted established by competent proof, that " all of them 
had twice, some of them three, and others had four times made solemn 

oath to bear faithful allegiance to the Federal Government, to never take 

i General Blunt's report, "Rebellion Record," Vol. 5, p. 582. 
2 See reports of General F. Salomon, Colonel George H. Hall (of St. Joseph), Colonel 

4th OavalryM. S.M., and General Jas. s. Rains, "Rebellion Record," Vol. 5,pp. 620-22. 

27 
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up nrms in behalf of the Rebel cause, but in all respects to deport 
themselves as true and loyal citizens of the United States." And it was 
further charged that " every man of them had peij ul'cd hirnsclf as often 
as he had subscribed to this oath, and at the same time his hands wen'l 
red with repeuted murders." The numcs of the condemned men were 
Frank E. Drake, Doctor A. C. Rowe, Elbert Hamilton, vYilliam Searcy, 
J. A. -Wysong, J. H. Fox, Edward Riggs, David Bell, John H. Oldham 
am1 Jas. H. Hall. 

The cermi10nies attending their execution were exceedingly impressive. 
On the morning of the 25th the condemned were separated from their 
comrades and confined in a freight car on the Ifannilrnl and St. Joseph 
railrnac1, nnc1 were at the same time informed of the doom that awaited 
them. The next (lay Reverend Doctor R. \V. Landis, Chaplain of the 
cava1ry regiment known as "Merrill's Horse," wa.s present to attend to 
the spiritual interests of the condemned. He called on them on the 
eveniug of the 25th, and found them all deeply penitent aml apparently 
making earnest preparations for death. They eonfessec1 they had 
wronged the Government, wronged the State, wronged their neighbors 
and themselves, yet they declared they were not wholly responsible for 
their ow11 acts. They had been led into evil-so they pleaded-through 
the in fl ueuce of others. 

The prisoners spent most of the night in prayer. Next morning 
urgent appeals were made to General Merrill, who was present in Macon, 
to spare their lives; to huve them tried by the civil courts; to iuipl"ison 
them till the end of the war; but he dill not modify their sentence. 
One of these appeals came in the shape of a letter, written by the young
est of the ten-about twenty or twenty-one ycftrs of age-and simply 
claimed mercy for the writer. It was received early on the moruing of 
the execution, and ~1s the General was still in bed, the note was placed 
in the hands of his A .. dj utant. The following iil a verbatim copy : 

"general for g·od sake spare my life for i am a boy i was perswaded do what i have 
done and forse i will go in service and figt for you and stay with yon donring the war i 
wood been figting for the union if it had bin for others. 

"J. A. "WYSONG.,, 

At 11 o'clock, A. M., the procession was formed, and the silent multi
tude, civil and military, moved at the signal of the muffied drum, toward 
the field of execution near the town. 

The executioners were detailed from the Twenty-third l\fissouri In
fantry, and numbered sixty-six men. They marched six abreast, with a 
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prisoner in the rear of each file. A hollow square, or rather parallelo
gram, was formed on a slightly declining prairie a half mile south of the 
town. The executioners formed the south line of this square, the bal
:mce of the Missouri Twenty-third the east and west lines, and Merrill's 
Horse the north. The executioners were divided o:if into firing ptlrties 
of six for each prisoner, leaving a reserve of six that were stationed a 
few paces in the rear. General Merrill and staff were stationed close 
·within the northeast angle of the square. The firing parties formed a 
complete line, but were clettiched about two paces from each other. 
Ench prisoner was marched out ten paces in front, and immediately 
south of his six executioners. 

This order having been completed, the prisoners were severally blinded 
with bandages of white cloth, and were then required to kneel for the 
terrible doom that awaited them. At this time every tongue was silent, 
and nothing wafl more audible than the heart-throbs of the deeply moved 
and sympathizing multitude. At n signal from the commanding 
officer, Rev. Dr. Lttndis stepped forward to address the Throne of Grace. 
His prayer was the utterance of a pitying heart, brief and impressive. 
It was an earnest appeal for pardoning mercy for those who were about 
to step into the presence of God and Eternity. And then followed the 
closing scenes of this bloody drama. The prisoners remained kneeling, 
while sixty muskets were pointed at their palpitating hearts. The sig
nal is given nnd the fatal volleys clisclrnrged, and the ten doomed men 
make a r:nvift exit from time to eternity !x The bodies of five of the 
deceased were claimed by their respective friends ; the balance were 
interred by military direction. 

"Whatever may be said to excuse, extenuate, or justify this execution, 
what can be pleaded to mitigate the horrible butchery at Palmyra a few 
weeks thereafter? The record of thnt event is, briefly, that on the 
occasion, a short time previous, of Porter's descent upon Palmyra, he 
captured, among other persons, an old resident and a Union man by the 
name of Andrew Allsmnn. He had formerly belonged to the Third Mis
souri Cavalry, though too old to endure the m9re active duties of the 
service. He was therefore detailed as special or extra Provost-Marshal's 
guard; and being an old resident and widely acquainted with the people 
and localities of the county, he was frequently called upon to give infor
mation touc~ing the loyalty of men, and the way to different places; often 
accompanying scouting parties into the surrounding country. He there-

x D. S. Washburne was on the same day executed at Huntsville. 
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fore hecame specially ohnoxious to the " Southern element" in Marion 
County, and encountered the "bitter hatred of the guerrillas and bush
wliackers. All other prisonera captured by Porter were released but 
him, and nothing having been heard of him, it was supposeJ, and is yet 
supposed, for he has not since been seen-he was murdernd by them. 

Soon after the capture of Allsman, General John II. McN eili gani
soned Palmyrn with Federal troops, and issued and had published in the 
papers the follo1ving order : 

PALMYRA, Mo., October 8, 1802. 
Joseph C. Pol'ter :-SIR: Andrew Allsman, an aged citizen of Palmyra, and a non

combatant, having been carried from his home by a band of persons trnbwfully arrayed 
against the peace and good order of the State of Missouri, and whieh ban cl was nuder 
yom control; this is to notify you tlrntunless said Andrew Allsman is rct11rncd u11ha.rmcd 
to his family within ten clays from date, ten men who have belonged to yonr band, 
and unlawfully sworn by you to cal"!'yarms against the government of the Uuited States, 
and who are now in cnstody, \Yill be shot as a meet reward for their crimes, among 
which is the illegal restraining of said Allsman of his liberty, and, if not retnrned, pre
sumably aiding in his murder. Your prompt attention to this will s~we nmch snffering. 

Yours, etc., ·w. H .. STRACHAN, 
Provost J\farshal General District N. E. l\fissonri. 

Per order of Brigadier General commanding JHcNeill's column. 

A duplicate in writing of this notice was placed in the lianr1s of the 
·wife of Colonel Porter, at her residence in Lewis County, in atl<lition to 
its wide circulation in the newspaper . .,. Yet the ten clay.-; <dapsed, and 
110 tidings came of the absent (and perhaps rnurdere<l) Allsrnan. 'l'here
fore on the day previous to the clay of execution, tnn prisoners were 
selected to render the forfeit of their lives, at the musket's muzzle, for 
the continued and unexphinec1 absence of a nrnn for whose cnptnre, im
prisonment, or death-as the cnse might be-they were not responsible. 
The names of the prisoners so selected were as follows 

Willis Baker, Thomas Hnrnston, :Morgan Bixler ancl .John Y. McPheeters, of 
Le;~is County; Herbert Hudson, John JiI. ·wade and J\<farion Lair, of Ralls County; 
Captain Thomas A. Snider, of Monroe County; Eleazer Lake, of Scotland County, and 
Hiram Smith, of Lewis County.1 

Most of the couclemned men recei,·ed the solemn announcement with 
composure or indifference. Rev .• James S. Green, of Palmyra, remained 

1 It has been reported and occasionally published in the newspapers since the war, 
that Hiram Smith, ofLe'\'\is County. was not one of those originally selected for this 
~acrifice; that he-a young lad of seventeen, and an orphan withont relatives
voluntecrccl to take the place of Jiir. Humphreys, of Knox, an old m:m \\'ith a wife and 
eight children, and that finally Smith was substituted for I-Inrnphreys and suffered LlMth 
in his stead. This remarkable story may be true; nevertheless the writer of this sketch 
lias never been able, after some effort, to confirm it by indisputable cviclcnue. ' 
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with them during the night, as spiritual adviser, endeavoring to point 
the way to that "better country" where they would hear of war-its 
rigors and injustice and scenes ofblood-110 more forever. 

Teh Palmyra Courier gives this account of the closing drama: 

A l~ttle a.fter eleven o'clock, A. l\L, three Government wagons drove to the jail. One 
contamed fonr and the others three rough board coffins. The condemned men were 
conducted from the prison and seated in the wagons-one upon each coffin. A sufficient 
guard of. soldiers accompanied them, and the cavalcade started for the fair ground& 
(half a mile east of the town), and driving within the circular amphitheatrical ring, 
paused for the final consmmnation of the scene. 

'l'he ten c.offins :vere removed from the wagons and placed in a row, six or eight feet 
apart, formmg a hue north and so nth, about fifteen paces east of the central pacroda 01 

music-stand in the centre of the ring. Each coffin was' placed upon the grou~d with 
its foot west and head east. 'fhirty soldiers of the Second M. S. M. were drawn up in 
a single line, extending north and south, facing the row of co:fl;ins, leaving a space 
between them and the coffins of twelve or thirteen paces. Reserves were drawn up in 
line upon either flank. 

'.!.'he arrangements completed, the doomed men knelt upon the grass between their 
coffins and the soldiers, while the Reverend R. 1I. Rhodes offered up a prayer. At the 
-conclusion of this, each prisoner took his seat upon the foot of his coffin, facing the 
muskets, which in a few moments were to launch them into eternity. Theywerenearl;y 
all firm an.cl undaunted. Two or three 0nly showed signs of trepidation. 

The most noted of the ten was Captain The-~. A. Snider, of Monroe County, whose 
eapture at Shelbyville, in the disguise of a woman, we related several weeks since. He 
was now elegtmtly attired in a suit of black broad-cloth, with white vest. A luxurious 
growth of beautiful hair rolled down npon his shoulders, which, \\ith his fine personal 
appearance, cou1 d not but bring to mind the handsome but vicious Absalom. There 
was nothing especially worthy of note in the appearance of the others. One of them, 
Willis Baker, of Lewis County, was proven to be the man who last year shot and killed 
Mr. Ezekiel Pratte, his Union neighbor, near Williamstown, in that county. .All the 
-others were rebels of lesser note, the particulars of whose crimes we are not familiar 
with. 

A. few minutes after one o'clock, Colonel Strachan, Provost-Marshal General, and the 
Rev. Mr. Rhodes, shook hands with the prisoners. Two of them accepted bandages 
for their eyes - all the rest refused. A hundred spectators had gathered around the 
amphitheatre to witness the impressive scene. The stillness of death pervaded the 
place. 

The officer in command now stepped forward and gave the word of command: 
"Ready; aim; fire! " The discharges, however, were not made $imultaneously
probably throu()"h want of a perfect previous understanding of the orElers and of the 
time at which fo fire. Two of the rebels fell backward upon their coffins and died 
instantly. Captain Snider sprang forward and fell with his head toward the soldiers, 
his face upward, his hands clasped upon his breast, and the left leg dr:wn haU: way u~. 
He did not move ao-ain, but died instantly. He had requested the soldiers to ann at his 
heart and they ob:yed but too implicitly. The other seven were not killed outright; 
so th; reserves ·were called in who dispatched them with their revolvers. 

'l'he lifeless remains were then placed in coffins, the lids, upon which the name of 
each man was written, were screwed on, and the direful procession returned to town by 
the same route that it pursued in going. 

Friends came and took seven of the corpses. Three were buried by the military in. 
the public cemetery. The tragedy was over. 
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The great battle at Cane Hill, near Fayetteville, Arkansas, on Sunday~ 
December 6th, 18()2, between the Confedernte troops under General 
Thomas Hindman of Arkansas, and General John S. ~formaduke of Mis
s.:rnri, and the Federal forces commanded by General ,James G. Blunt of 
Kansas, in 1vhich the former wern defeated, was the last great engage
ment of the vear in which ~Iissourians participated. Among the Confed
erate killed .;as Ge11eral Steine, Brigadier-General Missouri State Guard. 
The following is a brief official report of General Blunt to Major-Gen
eral S. R. Curtis, Commandant of the Department of Missouri: 

PRAIRIE GROVE, December 10, 18132. 
Major General S. E. Curtis: The enemy did not stop in their l!ight uutil they had 

crossed the Boston ~fountains, and are probably ere this across tile Arkansas river. 
'l'he enemy's killed and wounded is between 1500 and 2000-a large proportion of 
them killed. One hundred of their wounded have died since the b:i.ttle, and a large 
proportion of the others are wounded mortally, showing the tenible effeets of my 
artillery. :My carnalties will be about :wo wounded. J\Iost of the wouuded will 
reco1·er. The enemy h'ffe left their wounded on n1y lrnmls, and most of their dead, 
uncarecl for. They are being buried by my comuumd. Hindm:m admittc1l his force 
to be 28.000. )fajur IlnbharcL who was a prisoner with them :111 day o:f the fight, 
counted twenty regimems of infantry and twenty pieces of artillery. 'l'hey hall no 
train wiril them, a:1d iirntlled the "·heels of their artillery in urnldng tlteir retreat. 
Four c:issions filled 1\·irh ammunition were t:tken from the enemy. 'l'lw '!'wenLieth 
Regiment l\iscono:in Yolnnteers, in addition to those mentioned yesterday, snffered 
;;e1erely in charging one of the enemy's batteries, which they took, lrnt were unable 
to hold. 

JAMES G. IlLUNT, 

Brigadier General. 

On the night of December 20th, 1862, some of the returned soldiers 
from Price's army, aided by citizens, destroyed or renclercd uselt:::iS fur 
the time ahout one hundred miles of the North .:\1issouri (now St. Louis, 
Kansas City and ::\orthern) railroad. Commencing a few rnilc·s south of 
Macon, (then cailed Hudsou, 1) they burned the bridges, ·water tauks, 
ties and piles of \\ODd, and tore up the rnils for many miles, and 
destroyed the te1egeaph. 

18l13 .-The third ~·car after the re hellion, 1863, wns opened by an nttnck, 
.January 8th. hy General Jolm S. ~farmaduke, on the :Federal stockade 
forts at Springtield, under General E. B. Brown, comnHrnder of the 
Southwc~tcrn department of .:Jiissomi. General Brown bein<r severely 

"' wounded in the a•tion, tnrned over the command to Colonel B. Crabb~ 
who reported to General Curtis as follows: 

i Called H~1dson in honor of the late Thomas B. Hudson, of St. Louis, one of the 
early presidems of tl1e :'.'\ orth ::U:issonri Raih·oad. 
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SPRINGFIELD, January 10, 1863. 

Major General Oiirtis :-Geneml: The enemy attacked us on the 8th. 'rhey were· 

about 5000 to 6000 strong, with three pieces of artillery, under command of Marmaduke, 

Burbridge, Shelby, McDonald, and others. 'rhey fought from one o'clock until after 

dark, with desperation, but were repulsed at every advance. 
General Brown was severely wonnded in the left arm near the shoulder, about 5 

o'clock p, M. He turned the command over to me. 
The enemy withdrew to a safe distance under cover of darkness. On the morning of· 

the 9th, they made demonstrations, in full force, from another point. ·we made such 

preparations to meet them as we had at our command, but finally they concluded 

discretion wa,s the better part of valor, and retreated. 
'l'hey divided their forces. One portion went to Sand Spring-the other went on. 

the Rock River road. We did not have force sufficient to follow. 
Reinforcements of enrolled militia a.rriving during the clay and night, I sent, early· 

this morning, wh~tt force could be spared to follow them, and harrass their rear, and 

report their movements. General Brown was· constantly in the front, superintending 

every movement. By his coolness and bravery, he has endeared himself to all under 

his command. 
Your most obedient servant, 

B. CRABB, Colonel Commanding. 

The Cavalry, CM. S. 1\1.'), engaged in the fight on the Union side were 

commanded by Colonel :ma ward S. King, of Jefferson City, and Colonel 

George H. Hall, of St. Joseph, both of whom charged tho Cpnfederates 

with great bravery on their advance to the town. A battalion of cavalry 

in charge of Lieutenant-Colonel Pounds, 14th M. S. M., also did efficient 

service. In the detailed official report of Colonel Crabb, honorable 

mention is also made of Lieutenant Hoffman, of Backhoff's First Mis

souri Light Artillery, Lien tenant-Colonel Cook and Captains Landes, 

Blue, Vanmeter ttnd Stonaker, and Lieutenant Wilson, of the 18th lowa 

Infantry, Lieutenant Root of the 19th Iowa, and Colonel Sheppard of the 

72d E. M. M. Doctor S. H. Mercher mustered some 300 convalescents

the " Quinine Brigade" -from the hospitals, and Captain C. B. McAfee, 

(a member of the Constihitional Convention of 187 5 from Greene County, 

and the law partner of Govemor Phelps,) orgimizecl about 100 soldier· 

who had recently been discharged, and engaged in the fight. Captains 

Hlue and Vanmeter were killed. The General loss wns fourteen killed 

and 144 wounded. Confedemte loss not known. 
On Sunday moming, April 26th, Federal John H. McNeill, then sta

tioned at Oa.pe Girnrdeau, having first received nnd declined n demand 

to surrender, wus attacked by a large Confederate force under Generals 

Marmaduke and Burbridge, which was repulsed. 
During the last week in August, Colonel H. G. Woodson, 3d Cavalry, 

M. S. M., with a for0e of about 600 strong, moved from Pilot Knob to 

Greenville, thence by rapid marches to Pocahontas, Arkansas. When 
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within four miles of the fatter place he ascertained that General Jeff. 
Thompson, "the S1vamp Fox,"-he who had " cattle on ten thu ... 
hills," -wns there with little or no force. Being very desirous to cap
ture b im, Colonel '\Y ooclson ordered Captain Gentry, of the 2d Cavalry, 
M. S. M., to hasten with all possible dispatch, with the achance, and 
surprise aml anest him, vd1ich he did, fi11ding Thompson quietly sitting 
in his office tracing a map of Southeast l\Iissouri, having no idea there 
were Federal troops within a hnndred miles of him. General Thompson 
accompanied by his staff officers-who wore also captured, viz: Captain 
Reuben Kay, Adjutant General, Captain Hobert McDonald, Assistant 
Adjutant General, and Dr. Marcus Train, Surgeon-were sent under 
gun.rd to St. Louis, ancl committed to Gratiot prison. 

On the 25th of August, General Thomas Ewing, of the 11th Kansas 
Infantry Volunteers, nncl at this time, ( 1877), a Democratic member of 
Congress from the 12th Ohio district, issued the following order: 

[General Orders No. 11.] 

liEADQUAHTERS DISTRICT OF THE BORDER,} 
KANSAS CITY, :Mo., Angnst 25, 1863. 

First-All persons living in Cass, J~1ckson, and Bates Counties, Missouri, and in that 
part of Vernon included in this district, except those living within one mile of the 
limits of Independence, Hickman's ]\fills, Pleasant IIill. and Harrisonville, and except 
those in that p~1rt of Kaw Township, Jaeksou County, north of Brush Creek and west of 
the Big Blue, embracing Kansas City and \Vestport, arc hereby ordered to remove from 
their present places of residence within fifteen days from the date hereof. 

Those who, within that time, establish their loyalty to the satisfaction of the com
nrnnding otricer of the military station nearest their present places of residence, will 
receive from him certificates stating the fact of their loyalty and the names of the 
witnesses by whom it can be shown. All who receive such certificates will be permitted 
to remove to any military station in this district, or to any part of the State of Kansas, 
except the counties on the eastern border of the 8tate. All others shall remove out of 
this district. 

Officers commanding companies and detachments serving in the counties named, will 
see that this paragraph is promptly obeyed. 

Second-All grain and h>ty in the field. or nuder shelter, in the district from which the 
inhabitants are required to remove within reach of military stations, after the 9th day of 
September next, will be taken to sueh stations and turned over to the proper officers 
there; and report of the amount so turned over made to district headquarters, specify
ing the names of all loyal owners and the amount of sueh prodnee taken from them. 
All grain and hay found in snch district after the 9th dn,y of September next, not conve
nient to such stations, will be destroyed. 

Th'ircl-'l'hc provisions of General Orders No. 10, from these headquarters, will be at 
once vigorously executed, by officers commanding in the parts of the district, and at the 
stations, not snbject to the operations of paragraph Ji'irst of this Order,-and especially 
in the towns of Independence. \Vestport, and Kansas City. 

Fourth-Paragraph 3, Geneml Orders No. 10, is revoked as to all who have borne 
arms ag:1inst the government in this district since August 20th. 1SG3. 

By or,ler of Brigadier General Ewing. H. HANNAHS, Adjutant. 
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As might reasonably have been expected, the publication of so extra
orclinory an order from a military c0mmanc1er occasioned the wildest 
excitement and alarm among the people whom it was intended mo11t 
directly to affect. The guerrilla warfare which had previously raged 
within the condemned district had already driven many of the people out 
of it, yet the enforcement of the order depopulated the farming territory 
of the three counties. Many and sad, therefore, were the scenes of 
wretchedness which it occasioned. These have been transferred to can
vas and rendered immortal by George C. Bingham, "the Missouri 
Artist," in his celebrated painting, entitled "Order No. 11." 

As the Federal military authorities, and especially Generals Schofield 
and Ewing, were savagely abused for giving the order, it would seem but 
sheer justice that they be heard in their own defence. And that defence 
consists of a letter from General Schofield, written at WestPoint, N. Y., 
on January 25th, 1877, in reply to one of the previous 31st December, 
from Ge~ieral Ewing, Lancaster, Ohio. In this letter General Schofield 
says, in substance, that he took command of the department of the 
Missouri in May, 1863, and assigned General Ewing to command the 
'' district of the border.'' That a savage guerrilla warfare had raged 
there for two years, which had nearly depopulated the farming districts 
on the Missouri side, and that all farmers who remained were, whether 
they sympathized with the guerrillas or not, mere furnishers of supplies 
and temporary shelter for these outlaws. Civilization and humanity alike 
demanded the prompt suppression of this border war, whatever might be 
the means necessary to supprc5s it. There were only two met'hocls of 
stopping it. One was to largely increase the military force in the district, 
which was impracticable, because of the necessity of sending reinforce
ments to Grant's army at Vicksburg. The other was to remove the few 
remaining farmers from the Missouri border, whose crops and stores 
furnished the guerrillas with subsistence. The fiendish massacre at Law
rence in August, 1863, by Quantrell and his band, made immediate 
action absolutely imperative. He says it is wholly· a mistake to charge 
that the order·was issued in revenge for that massacre, as its issunnce was 
contemplated and discussed some time before the massacre occurred. 
He says the order was an act of wisdom, courage and humanity, by 
which hundreds of innocent lives were saved and a disgraceful ancl bar
barous warfare brought to a summary close. Not a life was sacrificed, 
nor any great discomfort inflicted in executing it. The necessities of all 
the poor people were provided for, and none were permitted to suffer. 

General Scl10field adds that, when the order was issued, he went to the 
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border, ancl after personal observation npproved it, and then sent it, with 
his npproval, to President Lincoln, and that humane president never 
uttered a word of di;;scnt as to the wisdom, justice or humanity of that 
policy. He says he does not write to vindicate his own conduct or to 
shift the responsibilities, but that it is only justice to General Ewing, who 
has been censured for issuing the order, to say that the respousihility for 
its execution belongs to President Lincoln, to himself and to Gcnernl 
Ewing in proportion to their respective rank and authority. 

General Schofield's letter having appeared in tho St. Louis Dcdly 
Republican, of February 21st, 1877, Hon. George C. Binglmm, au old 
citizen of Jack,,;on County, alld a strong Union man during tho war, 
the next day replied to it, and the reply, at the request of me111hcrn of 
the Mis,,;ouri legislature, (then in session,) from the counties of ,J ackso11, 
Cass, Bates and Vernon, was published in the same paper of I!'elffttm·y 
2Gth. Mr. Bingham says that General Schofield had exerci,,;ed a caution, 
charnctoristic of all great military commanders, in allowing 11carly :four
teen years to trauspire before venturing upon the defouco of a uieasure 
·which, for heartless atrocity, has no panillel in modem anna,]s; but tlrnt ho 
woulcl discover there are those yet surviving who will be able to eoufront 
him iu this prudeutly delayed effort to subordi11ate hi::;tory to tlrn service 
of tyrnnn.r. General Schofield ventures to assert that "the 01·<ler was 
an act of wisdom, courage and hunrnnity, by which the lives of hu11drecl1:1 
of innocent people were saved and a disgraceful conflict brnngbt to a. sum
mary close." Tlrnt " not a lifo was snerificed, nor any great diseomfort 
inflicted in carrying out the order," and that" the neccssitiei::l of all the 
poor people were provided for, and none were permitted to suffer." 
Never did an equal nmnber of worl1s embody a greater muount of error. 
Never was a rubbery so stupendous more cunningly devised or 811ccec>s
fully accompli,,;hed, with less personal risk to the robbers. As an act of 
purely arbitrary power, directed against n, disarmed and defenceless 
population, it was an exhibition of cowardice in its most odious and 
repulsive form. As outraging every principle of justice and doing v.io
lence to every generous and manly sentiment of the human heart, its 
title to be regarded as an act of humnnity can only be recognized l>y 
wretches destitute of every quality usually embraced um1er that a.ppdla
tion. It did not bring a "disgrneeful coutlict to a summary close." It, 
incleec1, put an end to the predatory raids of Kansas "red legs and jay
hawkers," by sunendering to them all that they coveted, leaving nothing 
that could furthe1· excite their cupidity; but it gave up the country to 
tho bushwhacker,,;, who, until tho dose of the war, contiuued to stop lhe 
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stages and rob the mails and passengers, and no one wearing the Federal 
uniform dared to riok 11is life within the desolated district. Mr. Bing
ham says he was in Kansas City when the order was being enforced, and 
affirms, from painful personal observation, that the sufferings of its 
unfortunate victims, in many instances, were such as should have elicited 
sympathy even from hearts of stone. Bare-footed and hare-headed 
women and children, stripped 0f every article of clothing, except a scant 
covering for their bodies, were exposed to the heat of an August sun 
and compelled to struggle through the dust on foot. It is well known 
that men were shot down in the very act of obeying the order, and their 
wagons and effects seized by their murderers. Large trains of wagons, 
extending over the prairies for miles in length, and moving Kansasward, 
were freighted with every description of household furniture and wear
ing apparel belonging to the e4iled inhabitants. Dense columns of 
smoke arising in every direction marked the conflagrntion of dwellings, 
many of the evidences of which are yet to be seen in the remains of 
seared and blackened chimneys, standing as melancholy monuments of a 
ruthless military des1)otism which spared neither age, sex, chamcter nor 
condition. There was neither aid nor protection afforded to the banished 
inhabitants by the heartless authoritiJ which expelled them from their 
rightful possessions. They crowded by hundreds upon the banks of the 
Missouri River, and were indebted to the charity of benevolent steam
boat conductors for trnnsportation to places of safety, where friendly aid 
could be extended to them without danger to those who ventured to 
contribute it. It was true, as represented by General Schofield, that 
a savage guerrilla warfare hacl been waged for two years in the counties 
embraced by the order, but it was not trne that the counties were nearly 
depopulated by the guerrillas, or that the few remaining fa.rmers were 
fornishers of supplies for these outlaws. The largest portion of those 
engaged in this Wttrfore were the well-known" jay-hawkers and red~legs" 
of Kansas, acting under the authority of no Jaw, military or civil, yet 
carrying on their nefarious operatio11s under the protection and patronage 
of General Ewing and his predecessors from the State of Kansas. The 
others, constituting the more determined and desperate class, were 
chiefly outlawed Missourians, known as bush-whackers, and cla.iming to 
act under Confederate authority. Their numbers, however, were at all 
times insignificant in comparison with the Federal troops stationed in 
these counties. As the inhabitants had all been disarmed by Federal 
military authority, they were powerless to resist these outlaws, and, as 
General Schofield admits, were compelled to yield to their demands. 
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Yet they 'Were not mere furnishers of supplies to these outla,,·s. On the 
contrary, the supplies furnished by them to the Federal forces, if properly 
estimated, would reaeh twenty, if not :fifty times the amount forced froin 
thern by bushwhackers. Yet the counties had not, nt the date of the 
order, been nearly depopubted. The inhabitants possessed fertile and 
valunble lands. Many of them had become wealthy, and all possessed 
comfortable homes, from which neither. the tyranny of their military 
ru1ers nor the frequent depredations of Kansas "reel-legs" and Co1;_ 
federate lrnshwhaekers had succeeded in expelling them. The sweeping 
and indiscriminate order, therefore, operated in all its diabolical and 
ruinous force upon a popuhition quite as numerous as then inhabited an 
equal number of any other border counties of our State. General 
Schofield ungenerously attempts to make President Lincolnjoinlly respon
sible with himself nnd General Ewing for the execution of this order. 
It is evident however that the assent and approbation of the President 
were predicated solely on the representations of his Genel'al, and not 
upon the actual facts relating to the matter, of which he could lmve lrnd 
no personal knowledge. 

To this reply of Mr. Bingham, neither General Schofield nor General 
Ewing made response, and upon this reconl, therefore, "Order No. 11 '' 
invokes the judgment of hi$tory. H::>:,8 

Dming the months of July and August, 1863, on what authority-if 
any-we know not, the report became quite general in Federal military 
circles in Missouri that General Sterling Price, who, at the inception of 
the rebellion, was known to have been a strnng and outspoken Union 
man, had become weary of the unpromising coniiict; indeed, was willing 
to abandon the Rebel cause and return to his home in Chariton County 
and spend the remainder of his life in peace.1 Believing it at least prob-

1 Hearing of these reports, as connected with alleged efforts by himself to secure u 
pardon for his father, General Edwin ·w. Price, who the year previous had returned 
from the army and taken the oath of allegiance, published the following letter: 

FARM PLACE, CHARITON COUNTY, l\Io.,} 
July :W, lkuil. 

Editor St. Louis Repitblican: Your issue of the 27th instant, contains an article copied 
from the Fnlton Telegraph, in which it is stated that I have been circulating in South
western ::'tlissouri, a petition to President Lincoln, asking for the pardon of l\Iujor Gen
eral Price, my father. Upon the strength of that article and a vivid imagination, the 
St. Louis Union indulges in an eclitorh1l to which my attention has been called, sayiug 
that "he (General Price) is penitent, and desires to abandon the rebel canse, return 
home and spend the remainder of his clays in peace." 

I have passed unheeded seveml articles of a similar character, which have appeared 
from time to time in clitl:'erent eastem pL1blications within the past year, and I would 
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able the report was substantially true, and desiring to open the way for 
General Price's safe return, prnvided subsequent eveuts disclosed a. 
desire on his part to do so, the Hon. James S. Rollins, of Columbia, 
voluntarily wrote to President Lincoln, informing him of the prevalent 
reports, and asking a pledge from him that Price would be pardoned if he 
returned, as above, to the State. The following is President Lincoln's 
reply, now for the first time given to the public: 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, } 
·WASHINGTON, D. C., August, 1863. 

Hon. Jarnes S. Rollins:-Yours in reference to General Sterling Price, is received. 
If he voluntarily retums and takes the oath of allegiance to the United States before 
the next meeting of Congress, I will pardon him, if you shall then wish me to do so. 

Yours truly, A. LINCOLN. 

As General Price did not returu to the State, nor abandon the Rebel
lion until tlie close of the war, President Lincoln was never called upon 
to redeem his promise of pardon. 

After General Blunt, in September, 1863, had driven the Confederate 
forces under Gen. ·vv. L. Cabell, and the Creek chief Standwatie, into 
the Choetaw reservation, and taken possession of Fort Smith, these forces 
remained in the Indian country for a time for the purpose of obtaining 
supplies of food. These supplies running low a~ the autumn advanced, a 
part of Cabell's command, under Colonel Jo. Shelby, undertook a mid 
into Mistiouri. A little east of Fort Smith, they crossed the Arkansas 
Hiver, and tiwept rapidly northward into Southwestern Missouri, 
to " Crooked Prairie, " where, on October 1st, they were joined 
by a considerable force under Colonel Coffee, thus increasing the 
entire body 2,500 men. Expecting to meet at Boonville a large number 
of recruits, Shelby made n rapid march to that place, but was disap-

treat this report in the same manner, bnt for the fact that it implies a correspondence 
between General Price and myself which wonlcl place me in the attitude of having 
violated my obligations to the Federal authorities. I therefore beg leiwe to state that 
the above report, as well as all others purporting to come from me concerning the 
probable " desires" or ·' intentions " of General Price are unquestionably false, 

As regards the " penitence " of General Price, and his desire to return home upon a 
pardon from President Lincoln, I know nothing, having had no communication with 
him since my return from the Southern army. And so far as the matter of "petition" 
is concerned, it is sufficient to state that not only have I not been in Southwestern Mis
souri for more than a year and a half, but no "petition" of that qparacter has ever been 
circulated in my own part of the State by the lmowledge of myself or any other "son of 
the old man's." I claim to be a private citizen, living a quiet, retired life, and it is not 
at all agreeable to me to have my name paraded before the public in such articles as allu-
ded to above. Yours Truly, EDWIN w. PRICE. 
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poiutec1 ; and after his men had plundered the stores am1 many residen
ces of $100,000 worth of property, beat a hasty retreat. N(~nr Arrow 
Rock, howevee, General E. B. Brown, on the 12th nnd li3tli of October, 
<:.mcounterecl him with a force of militia, repulsing his troops in disor<1n-, 
and occ·asioning him a loss of .~1bout 300 men, killed, wounded arn1 pris
oners, with all his artillery but one gnn. 1 

1864-Military oper::itions in .Missonri clurin2; the year 18G4- <1cg;('m'r:tt(~d 
for most part into a savage and merciless guerilla warfare. Hovi 11g hands 
of "bushwhackers," thieves and murclcrcrs infested tho State on ho th sidPs 
of the :Missouri river, and the Union troops 2 of tho \':ll"ious diRtl'i('1s 
were kept busy in the effort, in many localities unsnccossf'nl, to i;11pprnr<,.; 
them and preserve the peace and protect tho lives and property of tlie 
people. No important bntt1es were fought. 

Late in January, General Hosecra.ns arrived in St. Lou ii-;, as cornrna11d('r 
of the Department, and actively entered upon his duties. Tlw fir.-.;t 
fonniclable danger he wn.s called to confront was Gc11ernl Pri<:.<-'s raicl 
into the State in Septemher and Octobcr,-a raid inspired hy the <frs
peration of tho crisis, and one which prov<'d to be the dying 1l1nw of 1lrn 
Confedernte cause in the State. Nevertheless, the raid oc<'UtTed u11dc!!" 
circumstances :.eemingly favorable to its succeRs. JVlissouri ha<l IHWll 
stripped of troops for service elsewhere, and the friends of "tlw South," 
and the bands of gueriJlas, especially in the western and river co1rnt,ir·s, 
were bold ::ind defiant. 

Heceiving information early in September, from Geueral C. C. \Vnsh
bume, at Memphis, of Price's meditated invasion fl"Om Northern A rlrnn
Eas, with a formidable force, General Rosecrans sent tho inf"orma.1.ioll to 
"'\Vashington, and I-falleck telegraphed to Cairo, directing A. ,J. S111ith, 
then ascending the Mississippi river, with about six thons:tnd t.roop:,, 
infantry and cavalry, destined to reinforce Sherman in Northern (kor
giu, to he hnlted there, and, with his command, he sent to St. LouiH, to 
reinforce Rosecrans. The strengthening of the troops in Misscrnri was 
timely, for Price soon, crossed the Arkansas river, joined Shelby, aud, 
·with about twenty thousand men, entered Southeastern Missoul'i liotween 
the Big Black and St. Francis rivers, and pushed on to l:>ilot Knob, moro 
than half way to St. Louis from the Arlrnnsas border, almost without a 
show of opposition. Rosecrans had only about six thousand five h un
dred mounted men in his Department when this formidahlo invasion 

1 Lossing's "Civil War." Vol. 3, p. 218. 
2 Chiefly Missouri State Militia and Enrolled Missouri Militia. 
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begtt11, and these were scattered over a country four hundred miles in 
length, and three hundred in breadth, with only a partially organized 
force of infantry and dismounted men, guarding from the swarming p:uer
dllas the greater depots, such as Springfield, Pilot Knob, Jefferson City, 
Rolla and St. Louis, and the railway bridges. These were concentrated 
as quickly as possible, after ascertaining the route and destination of 
Price ; yet so swiftly did that leader move that when it was seen that 
St. Louis was probably his first and chief objective, only a single brigade 
was at Pilot Knob, (which is connected with the former place by a rail
way) to confront him. This was commanded by General Hugh S. 
Ewing, who had for defonses only a little fort and some rude earth-works. 
But he run.de 11 bold stand; fought Price and his ten thousand men gal
lantly, 'l:vitb his little force of twelve hundred; repulsed two assaults, 
wd infiieted on the Confederates a loss of about one thousand men. 
His own loss was about two hundred. His foe, with his superior force, 
soon took positions to command his entire pust; so Ewing spiked his 
guus, blew up his magazine, and, finding his chosen line of retreat 
trnrthward, by wny of Potosi, bl~cked, fled westward dudng the night 
coward Rolla, where General McNeil was in command, and had just been 
rninforcc<l by cavall'y under General Sandborn. 

A.t vVe bster, Ewing turned sharply to the north, and pushing on, struck 
Lhe Southeastern Railwt1y at Harrison, after a march of sixty miles in 
thirty-nine hours, with nn acemuulating encumbrance of refugees
white aud black. There his exhnustcd troops were struck by a heavy 
force, under Shelby, which had been clrnsing him. Ewing's ammunition 
was short, but he held his ground for thirty hours, when the Seven
teenth Illinois Cavalry, under Colonel Beveri<.lge, sent by General 
McNeil from Rolla, came to his relief. Shelby was driven o:ff, aud 
Ewing and Beveridge marched leist1rely to Rolla . 

. General A. J. Smith's Infantry, between four and :five thousand 
itrong, were in St. Louis. Soon, eight regiments of the enrolled mili
:ia of the State arrived, and these were associated with six regiments of 
[llin<ais one hundred day's men, whose term of service had expired, but 
<vho pn,triotically went to the assistance of Rosecrans. Meanwhile, the 
;roops in the central portion of the State were concentrated at ihe cap
.ta!, Jefferson City, by General Brown, who was reinforced by General 
B'isk with all available troops north of the Missouri River. The Uniou 
;itizens in that region cordially co-operated with the military, and 
::>efore Price turned his face in that direction, the capit::tl was. well forti-
5.ed. The invaders advanced by way of Potosi to the Meramec River; 
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crossed it, and took post at Richwoods, within forty miles of SL. Louis, 
when aftel' remaining· a dav or two, and e\'idcntly satisfic<l that an 
attempt to take that city would be very lrnza,rdons, ho 1>urncd the hridgo at 
:\Ioselle, and then mnrclrnc1 rapidly in the direction of J dl'ei·son City, 
followed hv Ge11eral A. J. Smith and his entire command. Price 
burnecl briclges hehind him, to impecle his pursuers, a11d appeared before 
tho ::\lissom; capital on the 7th of October, just after Gcncrab McNeil 
m1L1 Sandborn, ~rith all the mounted men they could muster, had 
reaehe<1 there by a forced march from Rolla. 

A slight resistance was offered to Price at the crossing of the Little 
:\Iore,w~RiYer, four or ti Ye miles below .T efferson City, whc:n the Federals 
fell hack, and the Confederates enveloped the city in a serni-cil'en lal' lino 
nearly foul' miles in length, the wings resti11g on the ~Iissonl'i. Ihwov
<'rino- the defences which the troops of Brown anrl :Fisk and tho citizc·ns 
hail ""tl1row11 up, Price !!ent his t1:ains westward and followed wilh hi& 
·whole army. 

As early as Thursday, September 29th, it was made known to tlw cit
izens uf ,Jefferson City, that the militar.r authorities reganlc·d the city 
:rn,1 capitol as in immine1.Jt danger, from the long contemplated and the11 
prugressing rehel raid into the State. The three companies of Citizen 
Guards, ot'ganizec1 a week or two hefore to meet an appare11tly tem
porary c mf'rgency, from which only n. city guard had thus far O('Cll 

detailed, were called in n. body into active service; and all ahle
hodied men, white and black, residing in the city, or fo1111d in the city 
belonging in tlie neigborhood, or brought in public conveyances, were 
pressed into service, and set to >vork digging rifle pits, aud building or 
completing fortifications. :\Iilitary forces began to concentrate there 
from the country west of Jefferson City, arn1 General Fisk's eomrnand 
from the Northwest was ordered there. On Thursday, October 5th, in 
view of imminent dangel', strong guards were placed over the com
missary a11d other military stores, and military forces stationed at the 
outer defence:o. General Fisk's forces came in seasonabl v, and Ge 11 ernls 
:'llc~eil ancl S<rnhorn, from Rolla and Springfield, with., some three or 
foul' thousand men and some artillery, nnived just in the niek of time. 
C:lYal ry had been sent to guard the fords and ferries on the Osuge, who, 
if they euuld not pren'nt the Rebels from Cl'ossing, co1i1d at lenst retar<l 
thc·ir progres:=< and gi>·e warniug of their appronch. On vVednesd:1 v, th 0 
raih.,:atl bridge acro3S the o~age River, nine miles east of ,Jefferson., City' 
wa~ hurned. The foree, n11mhering, it wa,;; estimated, ahont two 
lu1m1red awl tift1-, with two pieces of artillery before ffritw the lni<lo-c o.' ""' , , c , I • 0 ' 
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captured a company of Gasconade militia, stationed at the east end of 
the bridge, and drove off a squad who were guarding it on the west-
just men enough to invite an attack, and not enough to afford protection 
tigainst a force it was well known could be easily sent there from the 
Rebels, known to occupy the road at points below. 

On Thursday afternoon, October 5th, the ball opened at Prince's Ford, 
on the· Osage River, where the great body of the Rebels crossed. A 
part of the First M. S. M., under Major Mullins, were stationed at the 
ford, and some pickets belonging thereto, who had been sent across the 
OsaD"e, were cut off, and four of them, in aitemptinO' to swim the river 

0 ' 0 ' 
were drowned. Three of his command were also killed in the skirmish 
at the ford. 

The cavalry forces at the ford consisted of Major A. W. Mullins' com
mand of the First M. S. M., about two hundred of Colonel J. J. 
Gravelly's regiment, the Eighth M. S. M., and Colonel John F. Phil
ips' regiment, the Seventh M. S. M. After the skirmish at the ford, 
the Federals fell back and re~ted for the night near Green C. Berry's 
farm, about four miles from the city; and near the next farm beyond 
(Jam es Gordon's), skirmishing was resumed the next morning, the Fed
eral forces gradually retiring till they reached the city. The Federal 
artillery then took position nt the fortifications on the ridge south of the 

• city (near Cook's, which overlooks the city,), and thence commenced to 
shell the enemy, who occupied the ridge about a mile southeast of that 
pob.~t. Some part of the Sixth Cavalry, M. S. M., under Major Edward 
S. King, and Colonel Gravelly's command, the Eighth M. S. M., were 
engaged. The latter suffered the most severely. Late in the afternoon 
the Rebels planted a piece or two of artillery on the ridge east of the 
city and south of Shott's farm, from which they fired a few times; which 
elicited a prompt response from the Federnl battery planted east of the 
graveyard. The Rebels were evidently moving westward; whether pre
pn,ratory·to an assault in force on the south and west next morning, or 
not, could not be known. If this was their pm;pose, then the little iights 
on Friday were only feelers. Their camps on Friday night extended 
from about two and a half miles of the city to five or six miles beyond. 
Generals Price and Shelby lodged at Mr. Wallendorff's, about three 
miles southwest of the city. On Saturday rooming they sent their trains 
westward, leaving the capital untouched. 

General Pleasonton arrived at J e:tferson City on the day after Price 
left; assumed chief command, and sent General Sandborn with his cav
alry in pursuit of the fugitive, with instructions to delay his march so 

28 
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that General Smith might overtake him. Sandborn struck his rear-guard 
at Versailles, ancl ascertained that Price was marching directly on Boon
ville. Shelby's cavalry quickly enveloped Sandborn, who made a timely 
retreat, and fallinO" back a short distance, to Califomia, was overtaken , 0 

there by Smith's Cavalry, under Colonel Catherwood, with needed sup-
plies. In the meantime re-inforcements from the Federals were coming 
from St. Louis. General Mower had followed Price out of Arkansas, 
and struck the Mississippi at Cape Girardeau, after a fatiguing nrnrch of 
three hundred miles in the space of eighteen days. His army was so 
worn, man and beast, that Rosecrans sent steamboats to Cape Girarclea u 
for them, and they were taken to St. Louis, ·whence the infantry were 
conveyed up the Missouri on steamboats, while the cavalry, fifteen hun
dred strong, under General "Winslow, marched to Jefferson City by land. 

Price was now moving townrd Kansas with n heavy force in pursuit. 
The Federal Cavalry, with Pleasonton in immediate command, led in 
the chase. As the Confederates marched westward they found more 
sympathizers and became bolder. Price sent Generals Jo. Shelby and 
John B. Clark, Jr., to attack Glasgow, on the Missouri River in Howard 
County, then (October 8, 1864,) garrisoned by a part of the Forty
third Missouri, and small detatchments of the Ninth Missouri Sta.te 
Militia 1 and Seventeenth Illinois Cavalry, under command of Colonel 
Chester Harding. Most of Harding's force wa:s posted in rifle pits on the 
north side of town, and in the City Hall and other large brick buildings 
on one of the business streets. Early on the morning of the 8th October 
the soldiers and citizens were awakened by the thunder of artillery from 
the opposite, or Saline County shore, manned by Shelby's command. 
Shells and shot fell here and there in the town, endangering the lives of 
men, women and children more than the lives of the soldiers. Reverend 
"\Yilliam G. Caples, a distinguished Methodist minister and a resident 0f 
Glasgow, was mortally wounded by one of these shots, in front of bis 
house, and died on the 11th. During the cannonading General Clatk's 
cavalry crossed the river below and enveloped the town on the east, and 
his artillery opened fire upon the Federal camp on that side of the town. 
Glasgow was literally between two fires, and while the surging storm of 
battle raged, while Harding heroically sought to defend, and Shelby and 
Clark to reduce the place, some miscreant applied the torch to the City 

1 After the promotion of Colonel Guitar to the office of Brigadier-General of Missouri 
Enrolled Militia, Lieutenant-Colonel John F. Williams, of the 9th M. S. M., was made 
Colonel of the regiment and did gallant service. Colonel Williams is now a well-kwown 
lawyer and politician of :Macon, and was Speaker of the House of Representatives of 
the 29th General Assembly. 
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Hall, and, the flames communicati1:1g with adjacent buildings, churches, 
stores and family residences were destroyed. 

Colonel Harding finally surrendered to the opposing force, after which 
the Confederates evacuated the place, recrossed the river and marched to 
join Price's main column, then on its way west.I This temerity would have 
been punished by a serious if not fatal blow upon Price's main body, had 
not the pursuing General, Smith, been detained at the Lamine River on 
sccount of the destruction of the railway bridge at the crossing on his 
route. There he was overtaken by General Mower, when, with a few 
<lays' provisions and in light mnrching order, he pushed on directly west
ward to ward vYarrensburg, while Pleasonton, with his cavalry, including 
that under ~ inslow, was sweeping over the country northward to the 
Missouri River, in the direction of Lexington, which Price's advance 
reached on the 20th of October. Blunt, who had come out of Kansas, 
bad been driven back to Independence, near the western border of ]}fis
souri, by Price, and the ranks of the lattel' were beiug increased by re
cruits. 

General Price left Lexington when Pleasonton's advance, under McNeil 
and Snnbom, reached that place on the evening of the 20th of October, 
and was moving rapidly westward. At Little Blue Creek he struck 
Blunt's Kansas tl'Oops, then under General Curtis, who had just asf!urned 
()ommand of them. Aner a shttrp contest of a few hours, Curtis, hard 
pressed on front and flank by a superior force, fell back to the Big Elue 
Creek, where he took a strong position and awaited an attack. Mean-

1 After the abandonment of Glasgow, the guerrilla chief Bill Anderson and his band 
of outlaws came at night to the house of William B. Lewis, in the vicinity, and in the 
presence of his family, and of Mrs. Clark, mother of the Rebel General John B. Clark, 
Jr., and of Mr. Dabney Garth, brother-in-law of Sterling Price, both connected by mar
riage with Mr. I.ewis, subjected their victim to the grossest and cruelest indignities. He 
was knocked down with the butts of heavy pistols, bruised and battered while helpless 
<>n the floor, his clothes slashed open, his flesh pricked with knives, and his body singed 
with ohe tlash of pistols iireu within a few inches of his face. In their savage cruelty 
the villains stuclc the muzzles of their pistols into the mouth of their unresisting victim 
and threatened to blow his brains out, accompanying their threats with ribalu oaths and 
imprecations. 

All this was done partly to wreak their fury on a Union man, and partly to extort 
money from him. Jlfr. Lewis, who was a wealthy citizen, gave his tormentors $1,000, 
which was all the money he had in the house, and was then permitted to go in the 
streets under guard and borrow as much more as he could from his neighbors. Ander
son demanded $5,000 for his ransom, and this sum, by the nctive aid of neighbors and 
personal friends, he was enabled to raise. It was paid over to his greedy persecutors. 
and he was released. Next day he escaped from the town, together 'Vith several other 
citizens, anu made his way to Boonville. 
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·while, Pieasonton, with all his cavalry, had puslwd on aft.<·r Price with 
gn·at. vi,gur. When he ro:iched the Little Blue, October ~0th, he found 
the bridge destroyed and ihe Confederate rear-gunnl prcpan·d to resist 

his pass:ige with sfrong force. Tlwy were soon drive11, :t1Hl Pk:umnton 
pressed on to Indcpen<lrnce, then h('ld hy tho ern·111y. He captun:d that 

place at 7 o'clock in the evening, by a brilliant charge, hy whid1 he drove 

th~ Confeclcl'ates and S<:'izc(l two of their gmrn. 
Instead of twonty-thl'CC thous:l!ul recruits, whid1 had hc(~ll promised 

him, tho Confoderatu leader had not rcceivC(l oYc.1· t;ix tlio11s:t1H1; and he 

felt the necessity of '.'cttino· out of i'llii-;souri, a11d l><'yon<l Llw ~Tai:;1) of 
n o · · 

his pursuers, as quickly as possible. He Jl<•ll rapidly sou(hwa.r<l, and 

pac;scd iuto Arkan::;as, not, howev<'l', without n'<'<:il'i11g so1no p:u·tiug 

blows. 1 

On Friday, September 23, 18G4, n trai11 or f'onrl(«'11 w:1gons, fom· 
Government ·wagons a11d the remaimlor prcs,-:cil fro1n 1·.it.iz<'.11:.; for the 
occa:-1ion, slarkd from Sturgeon, in Boono Counl.y, Lo H.o<·l1eporL, 1111<1m· 
escort of about seventy men of the Third Mi."somi :->t:i.tc ;\liliLin, ll!Hlcr 

C:.1ptaiu McFm1i11. Tho wugo11::; were 10:1<1<'<1 pri1H:ip:1lly wit Ii s11hsi1Sto11ce 
stores, with some ammu11itio11, clolhi11g :rnd privaL<: proporl.y. The 

escort and train stoppetl nem· s1111-s<'L ahout; -"P\'<'ll 111il<·s 11ortl1east of 

Hochcport·, at :t pond ll<'ttl' tlw. ro:1<lsidc, in ordnr Jli:1t t lw horse:,; 111ight 
be walere<l. \Vhilu heru tl1n e."corl. :11111 1r:1in W<:ro swl<k11ly ch:irged 
upon by :ihout one h1mdrc:d :rnd Jif!.y g·11errilla.~. 11ndnr Bill A11d<'rson and 

George Todd. Tile escort was put to fligl1t. :ind lhP Lrni11 <':ipt u1·e<l, 
robbe<l of everytl1i11g tile guerrilla.~ co1il<l e:irry llff, and 1 ll<'ll l>t1r1H·d. 

Eh~ven Fodernl soldier:; won~ foun(l lll':td 011 Llie gro1111d, and U1r<'e 

negroes. 
Ernbolc1enecl to deeds of danger :wd to outlawry and pl11n<1m: on a 

larger scale, the guerrillas of Mis:;ouri com1uith;d 111:u1y oLlwr outrages 

during tbe fall. Among these, the wholesale lmb;Ji;-ry aL Cmll ralia, on the 

North Missouri Railroad, in Boo110 County, hy Bill A11d<·1·so11 :111<1 his men, 

on Tuesday, September 27th, stan<ls forth with co]o::-;s:d n.11d foa.rf'ul hor

ror. Bill Anderson was one of the most <la.ring, hlooclt.l1irsty ancl 
revengeful guerrillas of the western borcler, and had u11cle1· his comrnau<1 
on this occasion a force of sevcr:il liun<1rrnl W<'ll arnwd a!ld well mounted 
men, among whom were Gt'Orge To<l<1, Davi([ Pool, Uoltdaw a11d ,John 

Thrailkill, the latkr a formur rcc;ide11t of v\Tanen Cr,unty, Kentucky, 
and all of them the most desperate revolver lighter:': ever known in 

1 For the greater part of the record of Price's Haid, the author acknowledges his 
indebtedness to Lossing's "Civil vVar in America," Vol. 3, pp. 276-80. 
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the history of guerrilla warfare. On the night previous to the massa
cre at Centralia, the whole band camped on M. G. Siugleton's farm, some 
three miles southeast of that place, their number being variously esti
mated at from 200 to 400. Early on Tuesday morning, small squads of 
them made their appearance in Centralia, pressing horses and commit
ting other depredations. An eye-witness of subsequent events, and a 
gentleman who not only had opportunities of knowledge, but capacity to 
write an account of what transpired, on the next day furnished for the St. 
Louis Republican a vivid (and we have no doubt a truthful) narrative of 
the bloody scene. ViT e adopt his accom1t, chiefly, in making up this 
record. A bout ten o'clock A. M., from seventy-five to one hundred of 
Anders01i's men came into town and commenced an indiscriminate p'lunder 
of the stores of J. W. Ball and Thomas S. Snead, then the rttilroad ngent. 
They also seized all dry goods and other property in the depot, breaking 
open boxes, trunks, etc., and appropriating whntever suited them~ 
About eleven o'clock the four-horse .stage-coach arrived from Columbia, 
with eight or nine passengers, among them James H. Waugh, Sheriff of 
the county, Henry Keene, John M. Samuel, James R. Hume, Lewis 
Sharp, Columbus Hickam, Boyle Gord0n, Mr. Cole, the driver, and the 
Hon. James S. Rollins. When within about two hundred yards of the 
depot, eight or ten of the guerrillas dashed up on their horses, ordered 
the stage to halt, dismounted, opened the doors of the conch and 
demanded to know whether thete were any Federal soldiers in the stage. 
On being answered in the negative, they then said, "Out with yow· 
pocket-boo~s," an cl simultaneously placed a revolver, cocked, against the 
breast. of each one of the passengers. These gentlemen, being unnrmed, 
surrendered their pocket-books, together with all the m0ney they had. 
The robbers then returned to several of them some of their papers, but 
kept the money and other valuables. In the meantime, the stage horses, 
four in number, belonging to William J. Jordon of Columbia, were taken 
off by the guerrillas, one of them demanding to know the name of Major 
Rollins. Fortunately for him, he gave a :fictitious name, Rev. Mr. Johnson, 
a Southern Methodist minister, and by this means no doubt saved his 
life, as every one believed that they would have killed him instantly had 
they known him. (The passengers after being robbed, went to the hotel 
of Mr. Snead, and remained there until what follows occurred.) About 
the usual time, half past eleven o'clock, the passenger train from St. 
Louis came in sight. Immediately the guerrillas, commanded by 
Bill Anderson, formed into lines near the track, and as the train 
approached the depot, commenced throwing ties and other obstruc-
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tions across the ro11d, and also firing upon the engineer. From fifty tC> 
one lrnm1red shots were fired at him, none of them taking effect, except 
slightly wounding one of the firemen. The train Leing stopped, the 
guerrillas rushed into the cars with pistob cocked; demanding the 
pocket-books and money of all the passengers (men, women and child
ren), all of which were promptly delivered or secreted upon the persons 
of the ladies. They also got quite a nnmher of gold watches and other 
valuable articles from the p11ssengers. They also robbed the express 
s11fe, broke open the boxes filled with dry goods, clothing, etc., and also 
the trunks of the passengers, and rifled them of everything valuable. 
There were twenty-three Federal soldiers on hoard the train. These 
they put under guard, marched them into the town, placed thorn in lines, 
and at the 1vord "fire," commenced murdering them. Several of ihem 
attempted to escape, and begged for their lives, but they gnvc no heed tC> 
thefr entreaties and shot most of them dead in t.hoir tracks, although, as 
the train approached, white flags were seen flying from many of the car 
windows. Nearly all of the soldiers were shot through tho heall, and 
two of them brutall,y scalped. They burned also the depot lmilding with 
nil its contents, with six box cars standing near the depot. After mur
dering the solc1iers, plundering the passengers and the citizens of the 
town generally, they set fire to the box car next to Lhe locom~1tive, put 
the engine in motion, and ·without pass011ger or officer on, started the 
train up the road toward Sturgeon. It ran abo11t three miles, when 
from some cause it stopped, and the four passenger rnrs and baggage 
car were entirely eonsurnml. Their work of destruction being com
pleted, they mounted their horses and left the town with savage yells, in 
the direction of their camp. All these men were splendidly rno1111tcd 
and equipped, and most of them had Fec1en1,l nrmy overcoats mid some 
of them were dressed in Federal uniform, with four ur five revolvers 
each. They were uearly all of them young men, stout and athletic, and 
ranging from eighteen to thirty years of age. Never in auy cou11try 
was there a more abandoned set of desperadoes. 

The passengers in the train left, some in buggies, some in wagons, 
and others on foot up the railrnacl and to their respective places of des
tination. 

The saddest part of the story is yet to he told. After the above occur
rences had transpired at Centralia, Major Johnson, with a part of his 
battalion of mounted infantl'\', of Colonel Kurtznor' s 39th re<riment of 

" 0 
Missouri volunteers, got to Centralia about three o'clock in the afternoon. 
He had from one lrnndred am1 fifty to one hundred and seventy-five men; 
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sixty, under the command of Captain Smith, Company .A, "of Adair 

County, Lieutenant Moore; thirty-eight men, under the command of 

Captain Thies, of Hannibal, Lieutenant Stafford, of Clarke County,. 

killed, Company H; fifty men under the command of Lieutenant Jaynes,. 

of Shelby County, Company G. Major Johnson's men were rather 

poorly mounted, armed with lifled muskets and bayonets, but no revolv

ers. Oentra,lia is situated in the open p1·airie, about two miles from timber. 

Upon his arrival there, Major Johnson determined to give the guerrillas 

battle, and mnrched his men out in a southeastern direction, on the prairie, 

towards the timber, where the enemy was encamped.1 They soon made 

their appearance, when Major Johnson's command, being armed with long 

guns, were ordered to dismount. The engagement at once commenced, 

and the horses of Johnson's command becoming unmanageable, broke 

and fled, (many of them) leaving the soldiers on foot in the open prairie. 

The guerrillas, being :finely mounted and heavily armed, with three or 

four revolvers each, charged vehemently, producing still greater confu

sion and rushing down upon the soldiers in the open prairie, shot them 

down in every direction. Those who remained mounted, finding them

selves overborne by numbers and the great advantage of superior horses 

and arms, retreated, the guerrillas in pursuit. Many of them were over

taken and killed. They were followed up to within a mile and a half of 

Sturgeon, in the open prairie, dfrectly along the railroad, and the whole 

road and prairie from Centralia was literally strewed with the dead, as 

all who were overtaken were killed and robbed . 
.As above stated, Major Johnson hiid in his command from one hun

dred and :fifty to one hundred and seventy-five men. Of these one 

hundred and thirty-nine were killed, and some four or :five wounded. 

These do not include the twenty-three soldiers taken from the cars and 

killed. Major Johnson himself was killed, also Cp.ptain Smith, and some 

other officers. The guerrillas had two killed and three wounded. 

Sixty-eight of Johnson's men were killed on the :field, immediately 

after their first and only fire. The remainder-seventy-one-were killed 

on the prairie, in various places, as they were attempting to escape on 

foot or on horseback . 
.After the slaughter and the retirement of the guerrillas, the dead bodies 

were gathered up by the citizens and brought to Centralia and placed on 

the platform of the depot. Many of them the same evenmg were taken 

to Mexico on a train, for burial. Seventy-nine were interred in a single 

long trench or grave, near the railroad track in the eastern part of Oen· 

1The statement has been often made that Major Johnson:s men marched from Centra
lia displayiflg a black fiag. The statement is untrue. 
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tra1ia. Some years afterwards this trench was enclosed by a plank fence, 
and at the head of it was pbcecl a limestone monument :fifteen feet high, 
on the btt8e of which wtts this inscription : 

The remains of Companies ''A," "G" and "H," Thirty-ninth Regiment. Missouri Vol
unteer Infantry, who were killed in action at Centralia, :Missouri, on the 27th clay of Sep
tember, 1SG4, are interred here. 

Since the close of the war the remains wore disinterred, taken to the 
National Cemetery at Jcffer:;on City, and re-buried there in ouo common 
gr<tVe. 

Aller the dreadfol massacre at Centralia, and the subseq ucnt hm·n i 11g of 
the town of Danville, and the de::;truction by fire of the depots at N cw 
Florence, High Hill and Rennick, Bill Andcrsou aud a large port ion of 
his men nrnc1e their way to Ray County, where, on the ~7th of Oct:olrnr, 
just one mouth after the slaughter at Centralia, Anderson was killed in 
a fight near the little village of Alb:iny, some ten or twelve miles southwest 
of Richmond. On the day previous, Lieutenallt-Colo11el S. P. Cox, of 
the Thirty-third Enrolled 1Vfo1souri :Militia, then of lfa:hn1011d, learning 
>rhere Anderson was, made a forced mard1 to cucounter liim. Alio11t a 
mile northeast of Albany he came iu contact with his pickets and drove 
them through the village into the woods beyond. Ilore Coloud Cox 
dismounted his men, threw an infantry force into the fore1:;l,, and sent 
forward a cavalry advance, who soon cng:igcd Audcrscrn'::; g11errillas, and 
fell back, whereupon Anderson and his men, about i}OO ::;trong, rai::;ed 
the Indian yell and ;came in foll speed upon Cox's lino:-;, shooting :tlld 

yelling all the while. Anderson aud one uf his men, ::;upposed to have 
been· Captain Rains, son of Gu1eral J arnes S. Hains, charged through 
the lines. In this charge Anderson wns killed, falling some lilly slops in 
Cox's rear, having received a ball in the side of the l1ead. Hains 
made his escape, and their forces retrnatec1 at full siwed, bei11g completely 
routed. Cox's cavalry pursued some two miles, f'i11ding the rna<l stained 
>Yith blood. Cox had four men wounded, lmt Hone killed. The troops 
of the comnmnd consisted of a portion of the Fifty-lirnt l~egiment 
Emolled :Missouri :Militia under command of Major Grimes, and a portion 
of the Thirty-third Emolle<1 Missouri Militia, from Daviess a11d Cale! well 
counties. Upon the body of the brigand Arn1erso11 was found $300 in 
gold, $150 in Treasury notes, six revolvers and several orden; from 
General Price.I The following are two of these orders: 

1Dangling from both sides of the bridle of Anderson's saddle horse were several scalps 
of hum,rn heads. This statement has been often uenicd, but it i~ tn1c. Anderson was 
buried in the old cernetery north of Richmond, and his remains yet repose there. 
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[Special Order.] 
HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF MISSOURI, l 

BOONVILLE, October 11, 1864. f 
"Captain Anderson, with his command, will at once proceed to the North side of the 

Missouri River, and permanently destroy the North Missouri Railroad, going as far east 
as practicable. He will report his operations at least every two days. 

"By order of Major-General Price. "MACLEAN, 
"Lieutenant-Colonel, and A. A. G." 

"October 16, 1864. 
To O:Oicei· in chaiy;e of J!e1·1·yboat: 

"Captain Anderson, with his command, will be crossed to the other side of the river, 
after which the ferryboat will await orders on this side. 

"By order of :Major-General Price, MACLEAN, 
"Lieutenant-Colonel, and A. A. G." 

On the same day on which Bill Anderson wns killed, near Albany, in 
Ray County, October 27th, 1864, and in the bottom below the Pattee 
House, ~t. Joseph, Jackson ,J effcrson, of Boone County, a private in 
Company B, (Captain Jame::; A. Adams, of Columbia,) Ninth Missouri 
State Militia, was " shot to death" by order of Court-Martial, for kill
ing, by a blow from a club, another Union soldier. Lieutenant Hard
ing, Provost-Marshal, commanded the detail of twelve men who noted as 
executioners. geverend Mr. Hagerty acted as spiritual adviser; Doctor 
Bruner as surgeon. A rude coffin had previously been placed in the 
center of the hollow square formed by the soldiers, and as the procession 
came to the opening, the guard was marched to the western side of the 
square, the prisoner being coudnctecl to his coffin. Lieutenant Harding 
then read the findings and sentence under which the execution was to 
take place, ancl manifested considerable emotion as he did so. The 
entire crowd was much affected by the solemnity of the scene, and nrnny 
shed tears. The prisoner kneeled beside his coffin with Mr. Hagerty, 
who offered an affoctiug prayer, the prisoner himself pmying audibly. 
The prayer ended, he bid farewell to. those around him, and kneeling 
again by his coffin, was blindfolded, he assisting to adjust ·the blind. 
Being blindfolded, he first crossed his arms, but quickly threw the1;n to 
his sicle, and stmightened himself on his knees. The guard of twelve, 
detailed from the Forty-third Regiment, were divided into two squads 
of six, each squad commanded by a Sergeant.. The word wus given, 
"Heady ! :iim ! fire ! " and ·with one report the missiles of death were 
sent to clo their work, and Jnckson Jefferson fell back, dead, not moving 
a mu:;cle. The shots were well aimed, two striking on the chin and 
almost cutting off the neck, while another entered the center of the 
breast, and another strkck the left shoulder. The l?ody and effects of 
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It would perhaps be very difficult at this period of time distinctly to 
recall the political issues which divide<l the people of Missoli.ri in the 
election of 186~. In no proper sense of ,the term was ,there a political 
canvass, for we were in the midst of a bloody civil war, with guerilla 
and other outrages prevailing on every hand, nnd a test oath for voters,' 
for the first time in our history confronting the people at the polls. 
Being an "off-year" in politics, there was neither a President nor Gov
ernor to be elected, but only members of Congress, nud of the General 
A.ssE>mbly, and county officers. Very little general attention was given 
to the subject, until a few weeks before the election, which occurred on 
the first Tuesday in N?vember. The question of Secession, which in 
some form or other so largely engrossed the public mind at the last 
election, cut no figure in this, for it was overwhelmed beneath the waves 
of a bloody revolution. All the candidates for every office professed 
loyalty to the Union, their chief differences arising in regard to the 
emancipation of slaves-whether emancipation should be gradual or 
immediate, with pay to the owner or without it, or whether it should be 
adopted in either form. The emancipatio11ists, in· some form, carried 
both branches of the Legislature-the House by a large majority. 

For severnl reasons, the vote in the State was small, largely on account 
of the oath for voters, prescribed by an ordinance of the Convention,1 

requiring as a condition precedent to suffrage that each voter swear that 
he would support, protect and defend the Constitution of the UnitE>d 
States and of this State against all enemies aud opposers, and true 

i Passed June 10th, 18132. 
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In the midst of the public rejoicing North and South over the return 
of peace, the Nation was called to lament the assassination, in Ford's 
Theatre in Washington City, on the night of April 14th, of President 
Lincoln, by John Wilkes Booth. 

On May 10th, near the village of Irwinsville, Georgia, Jefferson Davis 
was captured by General Wilson's Cavalry, and conveyed as a prisoner 
to Fortress Monroe, and kept in confinement until May, 1867, when he 
was taken to Richmond to be tried on a charge of treaeon. He was ad
mitted to bail, Horace Greeley, of the New York T1·ibune, becoming one 
of his bondsmen. After remaining untried for a year and a half, the 
case was :finally dismissed by the authorities of the United States. 

A Song of Peace. 
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It would perhaps be very difficult at this period of time distinctly to 
recall the political issues which divided the people of Missol'tri in the 
election of 1862. In no prnper sense of .the term was _there a political 
canvass, for we were in the midst of a bloody civil war, with guerilla. 
and other outrages prevailing on every band, and a test oath for voters, 
for the :first time in our history confronting the people at the polls. 
Being an "oft~year" in politics, there was neither a President nor Gov
ernor to be elected, but only memhers of Congress, aucl of the General 
Assembly, and county officers. Very little general attention was given 
to the subject, until a few weeks before the election, which occurred on 
the :first Tuesday in November. The question of Secession, which in 
some form or other so largely engrossed the public mind at the last 
election, cut no :figure in this, for it was overwhelmed beneath the waves 
of a bloody revolution. All the candidates for every office professed 
loyalty to the Union, their chief differences arising in regard to the 
emancipation of slaves-whether emancipation should be gradual or 
immediate, with pay to the owner or without it, or whether it should be 
adopted in either form. The emancipationists, in· some form, carried 
both branches of the Legislature-the House by a large majority. 

For several reasons, the vote in the State was small, largely on account 
of the oath for voters, prescribed by an ordinance of the Convention,1 
requiring as a condition precedent to suffrage that each voter swear that 
he would support, protect and defend the Constitution of the United 
States and of this State against all enemies and opposers, ancl true 

i Passed June 10th, 1862. 
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allegiance bear t0 the same, and that he hall not since the 17th of 
December, 1861, wilfully taken up arms or levied war against the United 
States or the Peovisional Government of Missouri. 

The Twenty-second General Assem hly met in J e:fferson City on 
D~cember 29th, 1862. For Speaker of the House there were two candi
dates, each the nominee of a previous caucus, namely, L. C. J\farvin, 
emancipationist, of Henry, and Joseph Davis, conservative, of Howard. 
Vote-Marvin, 67; Davis, 42. The successful candidate voted for Mr. 
Lincoln in 1860, and was a well-known Universalist minister. The 
emancipationists elected all the officers of the House, from Speaker to 
pages. Henewed impulse was given the policy of immediate emancipa
tion by the proclamation of President Lincoln, issued on the 1st of 
Janunry, 1863. Chief Clerk of the House, W. C. Gantt, of St. Louis; 
of the Senate, I. V. Pratt of Linn, late Colonel of the Eighteenth 
Missouri Volunteer Infantry. Colonel Pratt was in the battle of Pitts
burg Landing, where he was taken prisoner and retained ns such in 
Southern prisons for more thrm six: months. President of the Senate, 
Licutenant-Govemor "Willard P. Hall. Governor Gamble's messuge 
congratulated the peopl'c that the treaso1rnble schemes of the last Legis
lature of the State to make war upon the Federal Government were 
thwarted by the very body, the State Convention, created to ex:ecute 
them; on the arrangement by which the State Milith1 were paid, armed 
and equipped by the Federal Government; 011 the last year's military 
operations in the State, and on the present condition of the State military 
establishment. The number of volunteers from the State then in the 
service of the United States, nearly a11 of whom were in distant fields, was 
27 ,491. Number of State Militia for the war, under the Governor's 
arrangement with the President, after all casualties, and after the dis
banding of hattaUions, 10,540, showing that the State had in service 
for the war 38,031 men. This was a large number to be famished by the 
loyal men of a State where so many of the young men were engaged in 
rebellion against the Government. The militia enrolled nnd organized 
was seventy-five regiments or 52,056 men, making a grand total of 
90,084. The Governor's statement of the State debt was $27,737,000, of 
which $700,000 consisted of Defense Warrants, authorized by the State 
Convention. Much of the message was devoted to the recommendation 
of the policy of gradual instead of immediate emancipation. 

For the proceedings of the General Assembly in regard to the election 
of United States Senators for the unexpired terms of Trusten Polk and 
Waldo P. Johnson, expelled, see page 450. 
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On Tuesday, November 3, 1863, an election was held fortbree Judges, 
at that time a full bench, of the State Supreme Court. The canvass, 
notwithstanding the bloody and rapidly-occurring events of our civil war, 
attracled universal attention and awakened the liveliest interest among 
the people. Its inauguration, issues and incidents will long remain an 
interestino- and suo-o-estive chapter of our political annals. ;::, Ob 

During the preceding State election little or nothing remained of pre-
viously existing national political parties. The macl torrents of civil war 
had swept them away. New issues and new combinations, with new ob
jects, arose, affording another of the many examples of the pregnant 
truth that "political parties make strange bed-fellows of us all." It 
was during the judicial canvass of 1863 that the nuclei of the present 
political parties of the State were formed; the one known as "Conserva
tive," the other as "Radical," and now known as "Democratic " and 
"Republican." Each was, and still is, a new party with an old nnme
new in its organization, new in its measures of policy, and new in its 
elements. All the ante-bellum issues had gone down in the bloody vortex 
of fratricidal war. Elements hitherto antagonistic, now coalesced on 
the liviug issues of an all-absorbing present. Voters who in no previous 
canvass had acted together, then, as now, forgetting all past differences 
in regard to public questions no longer practically important, because 

.settled, occupied the same platform and marched to the polls under the 
same banner. Members of all tho old parties were found in the new. 
Old Democrats and old 'Whigs became "Radicals" or "Conservatives," 
as in their judgment duty to the country demanded. Therefore, <luring 
the notable canvass of 1863, as in every canvass in Missouri and in the 
Nation since that period, voters known as Whigs, Democrats, Confed
erates, Federals, Southern men, Union men and Republicans were found 
in one or the other of the new organizations, each vicing with the other
but it must be admitted, not at all times on a footing of perfect equality 
as to the honors of office-to advance a common cause. 

The " Radical," or as it was often called, the "Republican" -some
times "Charcoal "-State Convention assembled in front of the Capitol 
in Jefferson City on September 1, 1863, and proceeded in a body to the 
Fair Gronncls, where it was organized by the election of Judge Hobert 
\V. ·wells, of Cole, as President. The following committee on platform 
was appointed: O. P. Johnson, Emil Pretorius, Albert Jackson, S. H. 
Boyd, B. Bruns, C. A. ""Winslow, A. L. Gilstrap, William \V. Edwards. 
After which it was agreed that one additional member for each Co:D.O'res
sional District be added to the committee, selected by the delega~ions 



RADIO.AL STA'l'E CONVENTION.-ITS PLA'.l.'FORM. 4:4 7 

themselves, 'ttnd the following were chosen: H. A. Clover, Judge James 
W. Owens, W. T. Leeper, J.B. Clark, of Dade, L. C. Marvin, Judge 
Charles Carpenter, R. M. Stewart, Joseph R. Winchell, Frederick 
Muench, W. R. Penick. 

Of the one hundred and thirteen counties in the State, forty-four were 
unrepresented. Fifteen counties were represented by but one person 
each; six by but two; eight by but three, nine by but four, &c. St. 
Louis county furnished one hundred and seven ; Franklin county forty
nine; Moniteau fo1ty-four; Cole thirty-seven; St. Charles thirty-one; 
Pettis twenty-eight; Miller and Johnson twenty-four each. The Ger
mans were largely represented in the body, there being present two hun
dred and forty-three German delegates. 

During the retil'ement of the Committee on Platform, the Convention 
was addressed at great length, in a bitter speech, by the Hon. Charles 
D. Drake, of St. Louis. 

The plntform reported by the Committee and adopted by the Conven
tion denounced the military policy pursued in the State, and the dele
gation by the Genernl Government of military powers to a provisional 
State organization, the whole tendency of which, it was maintai~~' was 
to throw back our people under the control of pro-slavery and~ction
ary influences, and to paralyze the Federal power in suppressing the re
bellion. It also most heartily endorsed the principles first enunciated 
by General Fremont in his proclamation of freedom of August 31st, 
1861, and afterwards sanctioned and embodied in the President's procla
mations of September 22d, 1862, and January 1st, 1863. 'The fifth res
olution of the series was a long and solemn arraignment· of the Provis
ional (Gamble) Government of the State, as untrue to the loyal people, 
as having usurped and exercised power for sinister ends ; as having im
prisoned loyal men for expressing sentiments in opposition to the State 
Government ; as having disarmed the loyal population in disturbed dis
tricts aud tolerated avowed and enrolled disloyalists everywhere ; as 
having refused to permit enlistments into tho United States volunteer 
forces by disqualifying orders ; as having used persistent efforts to have 
removed from command officers displaying energetic action in the sup
pression of the rebellion, and to have suspended all orders levyiug 
assessments against disloyalists, finally refusing to co-operate in their ex
ecution; as having enrolled, commissioned and brought into active ser
vice known and avowed disloyalists, etc., etc. ':!:E~, platform. also de
manded immediate emancipation in Missouri, and a constitutional enact
ment for the disfranchisement of all those who had taken up arms 
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or levied war against the Government, or adhered to the enemies thereof, 
in the present rebellion. It also demanded (resolution eight) of the 
General Assembly that it call a Convention of the people to take into 
consideration the grievances under which the State labored, and to 
redress the wrongs which had been inflicted upon it by usurped authority ; 
and declared that, if the General Assembly should refuse so to do, such 
mensures should bA taken as would elicit the voice and the action of the peo
ple of the State. The ninth resolution, like the conclusion of the eighth, 
was of immense significance in declaring "that conventions are in the 
nature of sovereign remedies, applied by the people for the redress of 
grievances; that they are extra constitutional, and while the custom has 
been to signi(y the will of the people for such call through their General 
Assembly, yet in the default of action on the part of the General Assem
bly, or in case ·of their refusal to obey instructions, nothing can dero
gate from the right of the people to act in their capacity." 

In two supplementary resolutions, the Convention requested Governor 
Gamble and Lieutenant-Governor Hall to vacate their positions, and 
urged Presideut Lincoln to remove General Schofield from command of 
the department. 

After nominating as candidates for Judges of the Supreme Court Henry 
A. Clover, ~~mold Krekel and David Wagner, and appointing n. com
mittee of seventy, Charles D. Drake, Chairman, to visit President Lin
coln and present to him theie grievances, the Convention adjourned. 

This committee made the pilgrimage to Washington pm:sua.nt to 
instructions, and on the 30th of September presente'd to the President 
an address, and on the 3d of OctC'lber four supplementary addresses, in 
which were ably and fully stated the several matters whereof they com
plained in regard tr:> the military policy of the National administration, 
and of General Schofield and Governor Gamble, touching Missouri. 
The platform of the Convention presents a fair epitome of the addresses 
of the Committee. On the 5th of October President Lincoln replied in 
writing to the several addresses. These papers, framed for a common 
ohject, consisted of the things demanded, and the reasons for demand
ing them. The things demanded, as epitomized in the President's reply, 
were: 

Pil'st, That General Schofield should be relieved, and General Butler be appointed as 
Commander of the Military Department of Missouri; 

Seconcl, That the system of Enrolled Militia in Missouri should be broken up, and 
national forces substituted for it, and 

Thfrd, 'l'hat at elections, persons might not be allowed to vote who were not entitled 
by Iu.w to do so. 
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President Linco1n did not doubt that Union men in Missouri had suf
fered wrong, but the case as presented by the Committee fa.iled to con
vince him thnt Genernl Schofield, or the Enrolled Militia, was responsible 
for thnt suffering and wro11g. The whole could be explained on a more 
charitnble, and he thought, on a more rational hypothesis. He said: 

Weare.in civil war. In such cases there always is a mainquestion; but in thi.scase 
that question is a perplexing compound-Union and Slavery. It thus becomes a ques
tion not of two sides merely, but of at least four sides, even among those who are for 
the Union, saying nothing of those who are against it. 'l'hus, those who are for the 
Union with, but not without slavery-those for it without, but not with-those for it with 
or withoiit, but prefer it with, and those for it with or without, but prefer it without. 

Among these again is a subdivision of those 'who are for gradual, but not for immediate, 
and those who are for immediate, but not for gradual extinction of slavery. 

It is easy to conceive that all these shades of opinion. and even more, may be sincerely 
enterttiined by honest and truthfu1 men. Yet, all being for the Uni.on, by reason of 
these differences, each will prefer a different way of sustaining the Union. At once, 
sincerity is qnestioned, and motives assailed. Actual war coming, blood grows hot, and 
blood is spilled. 'l'hought is forced from old channels into confusion. Deception breeds 
and thrives. Confidence dies, and universal suspicion reigns. Each man feels an im
pulse to kill his neighbor, lest he be killed by him. Revenge and retaliation follow. 
And all this, as before said, may be among honest men only. But this it not all. Every 
foul bird comes abroad, and every dirty reptile rises up. 'l'hese add crime to confusion. 
Strong measures deemed indispensible, but harsh at best, ·such men make worse by mal
administration. Murders for old grudges, and murders for pelf, proceed under any cloak 
that will best cover for the occasion. 

These causes amply account for what has occurred in Missouri, without ascribing it to 
the weakness or wickedness of any General. 

In short, after carefully examining all the charges against General 
Schofield, President Lincoln expressed his disbelief of them and dec!ined 
to remove him from command. He also declined to brenk up the sys
tem of Emolled Militia in the State aud substitute National troop1:1 for 
them. In regard to elections, he concurred with the Committee, :md 
directed General Schofield accordingly, adding in President Lincoln's 
peculiarly terse and pointed style: 

The Radicals and Conservtttives each agree with me in some things and disagree in 
others. I could wish both to agree with me in all things; for then they would agree 
with each other, and would be too strong for any foe from any quarter. They, however, 
choose to do otherwise, and 'I do not question their right. I, too, shall do what seems 
to be my duty. I hold whoever commands in Missouri or elsewhere responsible to me, 
and not to either Radicals or Conservatives. It is my duty to hear all, but, at least, 
I must, within my sphere, judge what to do and what to forbear. 

President Lincoln's response, as a matter of course, very materially 
cooled the ardor and excited the opposition of the Radicals, and in a 
corresponding degree quickened the enthusiasm and elicited the approval 

29 
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of the Conservatives. vVhut is of far more value than either, however, 

is the fact that subsequent events i.n Missouri demonstrated the consum

mate wisdom-for it was nothing less-of the President's course. 

The Conservatives held no State Convention, hut united in the sup

port of Barton Bates, of St. Charles, William V. N. Bay, of St. Louis, 

and John D. S. Dryden, of Marion, for Supreme Court Judges; and 

during the canvass, in the articles of their editors and the speeches of 

their orutors, antagonized the policy enunciated in the several resolu

tions of the lfadicul Platform, notably and with emphasis the sentiments 

of the eighth and ninth resolutions, as revolutionary and subversive of 

all legal government. The election resulted in the choice of Bates, 

Bay and Dryden, the Conservative candidates-as follows: Bates, 

47,229; Bay, 47,180; Dryden, 47,171; Clover, 46,5-!8; Krokel, 46,346; 

V\ragner, 46,385. Bates' majority over Clover, 681; over Kreke!, 883; 

over vVagner, 844. vVhole number of votes cast, 93,777. 

On Novemher 13th, 1863, the General Assembly being in adjourned 

session, a joint convention was held to elect a United Stntes Senator to 

:fill out the unexpired terms of Trnsten Polk and 'Waldo P. ,Johnson, 

expelled, the vote being, for the term expiring March 3c1, 1867, (ballot 

32d) B. Gratz Brown, 74; James 0. Broadhead, 66; H. M. Voorhees, 2. 

For theterm expiring March 3d, 1869, John B. Henderson, 84; John 

S. Phelps, 42; Ben. Loan, 7; William A. 1-fall, 3; James 0. Broadhead, 

l; H. M. Voorhees, 1. 
Governor Gamble hayjng died January 31st, 1864, in the 67th year of 

his age, Lieutenant-Governor Hall succeeded to the office. His mantle 

could not have fallen on an abler or more patriotic citizen. Few men 

have ever lived or died with a more spotless reputation than Hamilton 

R. Gamble. Eminent and profound in his profession as a lawyer, a just 

Judge, a sincere Christian and an able man, he left a record behi.nd 

him, personal, professional and official, which the wisest and hest of 

earth might covet. His was been eventful and his career illustrious; 

yet his last days ·were the most useful to his country. To Governor 

Gamble, more than to any other man in Missouri, were the people of 

this State indehted for whatever of prosperity and peace the war left 

them. Opposed in principle, and from the beginning, to the Rebellion, 

characterizing it as utterly causeless and indefensible, he consistently 

pursued his way, often amid storms of falsehood, obloquy and reproach ; 

but always jealous of the peace oftbe people and laboring with ardent 

patriotism for the restoration of law and order. 

The Presidential campaign of 1864 was ·prosecuted iu Missouri, by 
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both sides, in the midst of the intolerance, intimidation and violence 
more or less incident to all civil wars. A general canvass was not 
ftttempted, for the prevalence of armed men, the raids and outra,,.es of 
predatory bands of guerrillas, and the bitter feeling engendered by the 
war, tended to repress tho ardor of political orators and the importunities 
of political candidates. 

The pt'oposition to hold a State Constitutional Convention havincr been 
0 

adopted by the people at the November election, 1864, by about 29,000 
majority, the delegates ( 66) chosen to that body assembled in Mercantile 
Library Hnll, iu the city of St. Louis, on Friday, January 6, 1865, as 
follows: 

William B. Adams .•.•..•....•• Danville. 
Adam J. B:1n· ....• • ..••••..•• Richmond. 
Alfred M. Bedford ..........• Churleston. 
Da.vid Bonham .......••. Empire Prairie. 
George K. Budd ............... st. J_,ouis. 
Harvey Bunce ......•.....•.... Boonville. 
Isidor Bush ......•.....•...... st. Louis. 
Robert L. Childress .......... Marshfield. 
Henry A. Clover ............•. St. Louis. 
:Rives C. Cowden ....••..••.... Ifalfw<1y. 
John II. Davis .............. I-fall's Ferry. 
Samuel T. Davis ...•.•...•. New Madrid. 
Isham B. Dodson ..•..•......•. Kirksville. 
William D 'Oench .....•..••.... St. Lonis. 
John H. Ellis ........••.•.... Chillicothe. 
John Esther .....••...........• Lebanon. 
Ellis G. Evans .................... Qnba. 
Chauncey I. Filley .......••.... st. Louis. 
Jolm W. Fletcher .......••...... DeSoto· 
William IL Folmsbee ......•.... Gallatin. 
Emory S. Foster ....•...... vV11rrensbnrg. 
]'red. M. Fulkerson .........•.. Marshall· 
John W. Gamble .....•.......... Mexico. 
Archibald Gilbert ....•...... Mt. Vernon. 
Samuel A. Gilbert ............... Weston. 
Abner L. Gilstrap ...•••.....• Macon City. 
Joel M. Grammer .•...•••...... Cassville. 
Moses P. Green ....•...•.•.... Ifannibal. 
'l'homas B. I-farris ...•........•. Concord. 
David Hendei·son ..••• Dent Court House. 
Ethan A. Holcomb •....••...• Keytesville. 
John II. Holsworth .•.••••• Long Branch. 

Willis S. Holland ...•..•••.•.••• Calhoun. 
Benjamin F. Hllghes ...••...•...• Sedalia. 
Joseph F. Hume ....•....•...• California. 
George Husmann ...••..•...•• Hermann. 
Wyllys King ...•......•...•...• St. Louis. 
Reeves Leonard ........••••••... Fayette. 
Moses L. Linton ..••...•..••••. St. Louis. 
John F. 11cKernan ........... O~ao-e City. 
Arcibald M. McPherson ....... Al~nbero-. 
John A. Mack ....••..••..... Springfield. 
Alexander H. Martin ..•••...•...•• .rrroy. 
Ferdinand Meyer .•.•..•....••. St. Louis. 
James P. Mitchell .....••.•.•.. Primrose. 
William A. Morton ..••....•...•• Liberty. 
.Andrew G. Newgent ........ Kansas Oity. 
Anton P. Nixdorf ........ Pleasant Farm. 
James W. Owens ......•.••• Washington. 
Dorastus Peck .......•.•........ fr(jnton. 
Jonathan •r. Rankin ..••••.... Greenfield. 
Philip J. Roher ....••••.......• Lebanon. 
Gnstavus St. Gem ..••...• Ste. Genevieve. 
Eli Smith ....•..•....•......•. Smithton. 
Knight G. Smith· .. ··• ........ Prineeton. 
George P. Strong .....•.....••. St. Louis. 
James 'r. Sutton ......•.•.... Coldwater. 
John R. Swe11ringen ...... Independence. 
William F. Switzler ..•....•.•. Columbia. 
George C. 'l'hilenius ..... Cape Girardeau. 
Lewis 1-1. Weatherby ...•...••• Maysville. 
Jeremiah Williams ....••.•.••. Kingston. 
Eugene Williams ..••..••....•. Memphis. 

The Convention was organized on the second day of its session by the 
election of Arnold Krekel as President; Charles D. Drake, Vice
President; Amos P. Foster, Secretary; Thomas Proctor, Assistant 
Secretary; H. J. Stierlin, Door-keeper; John W. Stevens, Sergeant-at
A.rms, and L. L. Walbridge, Phonographic Reporter. 

The act of the General Assembly, approved February 13th, 1864, 
authorizing the Convention to assemble, provided (section 5) that after its 
organization it should proceed to consider, first, such amendments to 
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the Constitution of the State as might be by them deemed necessary for 
the emancipation of slaves; second, such amendments to the Constit~1-
tion of the State as might be by them deemed necessary to preserve Ill 
puritv the elective franchise to loyal citizens, and such other amendments 
as might be by them deemed essential to the promotion of the public 
good. 

The first obJ' ect which enO'aO'ed the attention of the members of the b 0 . 11 

Conve11tion was emancipation; and before the apporntment of the usual 
standinO' committees or the special committee of five 011 emancipation, 

b ' 
several ordinances were introduced to provide for it. Said committee 
havinz been appointed, with Mr. Strong of St. r~ouis, Chairman,1 all the 
ordin~nces were referred to it; and on the fifth day of the Convention 
(January ilth) Mr. Strong reported from the Committee the following 
ordinance and recommended its adoption : 

A...>\ ORDINANCE ABOLISHING SLAVERY IN l\lSSOURI. 

Be it ordained by the People of the State of Missou1·i, in Convention assembled: 
That hereafter, in this State, there shall be neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude, 

except in punishment of crime, whereof the pa1ty shall have been du.ly convicted; and 
all persons held to service or labor as slaves are hereby declared free. 

As it was generally known the ordinance would he reported on that 
day, quite a large number of the military, o:fficnrs and soldiers, then in 
the citv, and citizens, crowded the hall of the Co11vcntio11; and these 
were s~1pplemented by "the Hutchinson :Family," ce1cl>ratcd vocalists' 
from New England, then visitiug the city. It was an i rnposi11g array,. 
rendered quite suggestive by the fact that the Hutchinson Family were 
invited on the platform to favor the Convention nud its vio;itors with a 
patriotic song. They of course complied. 

Various amendments, all of which were rejected, were offered to the 
ordinance; and the vote being taken, it was adopted by yeas and nays as 
follows: 

AYEs-W. B. Adams, of Montgomery; A. l'lf. Bedford, of Mississippi; David Bonham, 
of .Andrew; George K. Budd, of St. Louis; Harvey Bunce, of Cooper; Isidor Bnsh, of 
St. Louis; R. L. Childress, of Webster; Henry A. Clover, of St. Lollis; R. C. Cowden, 
of Polk; Samuel T. Davis, of New Madrid; John H. D::wis, of Noth way; Isham B. Dod- · 
son, of Adair; William D'Oench, of St. Louis; Charles D. Drnke, of St. Louis; John II. 
Ellis, of Livingston; John Esther, of Laclede; Ellis J. Evans, of Crawford; Chauncey I. 
Filley, of St. Louis; J. W. Fletcher, of Jefferson; 'William H. Folrnsbee, of Daviess; 
Emory S. Foster, of Johnson; F. :111. Fulkerson, of Saline; John W. Gamble, of Audrain; 
.Archibald Gilbert, of Lawrence; Abner L. Gilstrap, of Macon; Moses P. Green, of 

1 The Journal fails to show who were the other members. 
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Marion; J.M. Grammer, of Barry; David Henderson, of Dent; E. A. Holcomb, of 
Chariton; John H. Holdsworth, of Monroe; W. S. Holland, of Henry; R. F. Hughes, 
of Pettis; J. F. Hume, of Moniteau; George Hussman, of Gasconade; Wyllis King, of 
St. Louis; R. Leonm·d, of Howard, M. L. Linton, of St. Louis; J. F. McKernan, of 
Cole; R. F. McPherson, of Pen-y; John A. Mack, of Green; A. H. Martin, of Lincoln. 
Ferdinand Meyer, of St. Louis; James P. Mitchell, of Lewis; .A.G. Newgent, of Jack: 
son; A. P. Nixdorf, of Miller; James W. Owens, of Franklin; D. Peck, of Iron; J. T. 
Rankin, of Dade; Philip Rohrer, of Cedar; G. St. Gem, of St. Genevieve;K. G. Smith, 
·of Mercer; Eli Smith, of Worth; George P. Strong, of St. Louis; Joseph T. Sutton of 
Wayne; John B. Swearingen, of Jackson; J. C. Thilenins, of Cape Girardeau; s: B. 
Weatherby, of B.nchanan; Jeremiah Williams, of Caldwell; Eugene Williams, of Scot
land; Arnold Krekel, of St. Charles-60. 

NAYS-Samuel A. Gilbert, of Platte; Thomas B. Harris, of Callaway; William .A.. 
:Morton, of Clay; William F. Switzler, of Boone-4. 

Abs'ent-A. J. Barr, of Ray; James F. Rogers, of Putnam-2. 

The emancipation of the slaves in Missouri was thus in law accomplished 
-an emancipation which as a practical fact existed for some time pre
vious. 

On the day of the final vote on the ordinance, and while it was pend
ing, Mr. Smith, of Mercer, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

ResoZ'IJeil, That a committee of :five be appointed by the Chair, whose duty it shall be 
to ascertain whether there is any member, or members, elected to this Convention who 
have, in any way, ideutified themselves in favor of the Rebellion, and report as soon as 
possible. · 

The Committee appointed was as follows: Smith, of Mercer, Weath
erby, Jfolmsbee, Martin and Leonard. The object of this movement, 
as it was interpreted at the time by many of the people, was to "weed 
out" of the Convention, through the instrumentality of this Co.mmittee, 
and on the pretence of their disloyalty to the Union, a few refractory 
and irrepressible members who were suspected, and that not without 
reason, of "disloyalty" to the extreme measures of a majority of the 
body. 

The Convention was not long in session before it became apparent that 
mere "amendments" to the organic law would not be satisfactory to 

·its leading spirits, prominent among whom, and abler than any of those 
who shared his convictions, stood Mr. Drake, of St. Louis,1 but that the 
entire.brganic law would be thoroughly.remodeled and a new constitution 

1 Charles D. Drake was the Ajax Telemon of the Convention, and le~ upon the Con
stitution the impress of his spirit and ability. Owing to this fact the body was known 
as "the Drake Convention," and the Constitution as "Drake's Constitution," and the 
disfranchising portions of it as the "Draconian Code.,,. \ 
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submitted for the ratificfttion or rejection of the people at the polls. The 
purpose to inaugurate reforms so sweeping, was a source of regret to 
many of the most honored and able citizens of the State. They seri
ously questioned, in the first place, the authority of the Convention, under 
the law calling it into existence, and which simply delegated the power 
of amendment, to frame and submit an entire new instrument. More
over, their convictions were quite clear and decided that delegates fresh 
from scenes of bitter strife and popular turbulence, chosen in the midst 
of civil war, and holding their sessions while it was in progi-ess, were illy 
fitted for thn,t dispassionate consideration and statesmanlike judgment 
demanded by the gravity of the crisis. 

Nevertheless, the Convention proceeded with its wholesale work of 
reform, and through the agency of various committees evolved new pro
visions in every article of the fundamental law. Of course it will not be 
expected that a tithe of these will be brought to view in this sketch. 
Some of them, however, are of such significance, as showing the temper 
and purposes of the Convention, that they merit brief record in this 
volume. Prominent among these is the article on "the right of 
suffrage." This subject, concerning most vitally the liberties of the 
people, and directly affecting their right to participn,te at the polls in the 
choice of those who were to make, aJrninister and expound the laws for 
their govemment, elicited the earnest attention of the Convention, and 
was the source of the most angry nnd exciting debate. Early in the session, 
a special committee" on Elective Franchise"-Bouham, Folmsbee, Clover, 
Foster, Evans, Adams and Drake-was appointed, and to them every pro
position n,nd ordinance on the subject were referred. And these were very 
numerous; and all of them, in some form or other, and in provfaions 
more or less sweeping, disclosed the purpose to hedge in the ballot-box 
by expurgatory oaths as tests of loyalty. It is needless to follow the 
devious trail of the various amendments proposed in the Committee of the 
Whole and in the Convention; or to attempt a synopsis of the protracted 
debate. Suffice it to say, that on the 29th of March, on motion of Mr. 
Bonham, the artide (Article II) on the "Hight of Suffrnge,'' as 
amended, was eng1·ossed for a third reading,-yeas 29; nays 8, the 
third section of which is as follows: 

SECTION 3. At any election held by the people under this Constitution, or in pursu
ance of any law of this State, or under any ordinance or by-law of any municipal cor
poration, no person shall be deemed a qualified voter ·who has ever been in armed 
hostility to the United States, or to the lawful authorities thereof, or to the Government 
of this State; or has ever given aid, eomfort, countenance or support to persons engaged 
in any such hostility; or has ever, in any manner, adhered to the enemies, foreign or 
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d~m~stic, ?f t~e United States, either by c?ntributi~1g to them, or by unlawfully sending 

w1thm then· hnes money, goods, letters or mformatlon; or has ever disloyally held com

munication with such enemies; or has ever advised or aided any person to enter the 

ser:vide of such enemies; or lrns ever, by act or word, manifested his adherence to the 

cause of such enemies, or his desire for their triumph over the arms of the United States, 

or his sympathy with those engaged in exciting or carrying on rebellion against the 

United States; or has ever, except under overpowering compulsion, submitted to the 

authority, or been in the service of the so-called "Confederate States of Allieril:a": or 

has ever left this State and gone within the lines of the armies of the so-called ''Confed

erate States of Americi11" with the pnrpose of adhering to said States or armies; or ha& 

ever been a member of, or connected with, any order, oociety or organization inimical 

to the Government of the United States, or to the Govemment of this State; or has ever 

been engaged in guerrilla warfare against loyal inlrnbitants of th.:i United States, or in 

that description of marauding commonly known as "bushwhacking"; or has ever know

ingly and willingly harbored, aided or conntenanced any person so engaged; or has 

ever come into or left this State for the purpose of avoiding enrollment for or draft into 

the military service of the United States; or has ever, with a view to avoid enrollment 

in the militi!L of this State, or to escape the performance of duty therein, or for any other 

purpose, enrolled himself, or authorized himself to be enrolled, by or before any officer, 

as disloyal, or as a Southern sympathizer, or in any other terms indicating his disaffec

tion to the Government of the United States in its contest with rebellion, or his sympathy 

with those engaged in such rebellion; or, having ever voted at any election by the peo

ple in this State, or in any other of the United States, or in any of their Territories, or 

under the United States, shall thereafter have sought or received, under claim of 

alienage, the protection of any foreign government, through any consul or other officer 

thereof, in order to secure exemption from military duty in the militia of this State, or 

in the al·my of the United St.ates; nor shall any such person be capable of holding, in 

this State, any office of honor, trust or profit under its authority; or of being an officer, 

councilman, director, trustee or other manager of any corporation, public or private, 

now existing, or herel\fter established by its authority; or of acting as a professor or 

teacher in any educational i!1stitntion, or in any common or other school; or of holding 

any real estate or other property in trnst for the use of any church, religions society or 

congregation. But the foregoing provisions in relation to acts clone against the United 

States shall not apply to any person not a citizen thereof, who shall have committed 

such acts while in the service of some foreign connt1y at war with the United States, 

and who has, since such acts, been naturalized, or may hereafter be naturalized, under 

the laws of the United States; and the oath of loyaltyhereinafterprescribed, when taken 

by any such person, shall be considered as taken in such sense. 

Section fonr ma<le it the duty of the General Assembly to provide 

by law for a registration of the names of the qualified voters of the 

State, and section five that after this system should have been established 

the oath indicated in the third section should be taken and sn b;;cribed by 

the voter at such time of his registration. .A.ny person declining to take 

said oath should not be allowed to vote, or to be registered as a q ua1ifiecl 

voter. The taking thereof should not be deemed conclusive evidence of 

the right of the person to vote or to be registereC:I as a voter ; but such right 

miaht notwithstandi1w, be disr)roved. It also provided that all eviderice 
b ' b 

for a·nd against the right of any person as a qualified voter should be heard 
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and passed upon by the registering office1· 01· officers, and not by the judges of 
election. The regi;,;tering officer or officers were required to keep a register 
of the names of per:>on.s rejected as voters, and the same to be certified 
to the judges of election; aud they were to receive the ballot of any sueh 
rPjected voter offering to vote, marking the same, and cel'tifyi11g the vote 
thereby given as rejected; but no such vote should he received unless the 
party offering it should take, at the time, the oath of loyalty. 

During the pendency of the third section in Committee of the 'Whole 
on January 27th, Mr. Switzler, of Boone, offered an mnem1ment, which 
on the 29th of March was renewed in the C<~nvcntion by Mr. Bu::ih of 
St. Louis, to strike out the word " ever" and insert the words " since 
the 17th December, 1861," the object and effect of which were very 
materially to abridge the disfranchising sweep of the section. The 
friends of this amendment-numerous among the people, but fow and 
far between in the Convention-maintained that the pregDant words, 
" who has ever," violated the plighted honor of both the State and 
Nation-i~1 this, that on the 3c1 of August, 1861, Governor Gamble made 
proclamation to those who at the etlll of Governor ;Jackson took up arms 
against the Government, that if they would voluntarily return home to 
the peaceful pursuit of their occupations he would afford them security, 
and that they should not be molested. This proclanrntion was eudorsed 
by President Lincoln, who pledged that the National Govemment would 
cause the promise to be respected. The " Gamble" Convention, by an 
Ordinance passed October 16th, 1861, in the name m1d by the authority 
of the people of Missouri, became a party to this arrnngement, 
" respected" the promise, aud provided that all who by the 17th 
December, 1861, took the oath set out in the ordinance should be 
"exempt from arrest or punishment for offences previously committed." 
This amnesty was proclaimed by the highest authority in the State and 
nation, by the Governor, by the Convention, and by the President of the 
United States. It was claimed that the third section disregarded and 
violated this faith, ::tnd sought to dishonor the State by committing it to 
a breach of its solemn word. Nevertheless, the amem1rnent, when it was 
renewed in the Convention by l\fr. Bush, 1vas (on motion of Mr. Drake) 
laid Oil the t:tble-yeas 34, mys 11 ; the nays heillg Bedfonl, Bush, 
D'Oench, Esther, Gilbert of Platte, Husmann, Linton, Meyer, Rohre1", 
Switzler, and Mr. President (Krekel). 1 

Not only ·were disqualifications provided for voters, nnd for those who 

i Journal of the Convention, page 200. 
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might hold or aspire to hold any office of hornw, trnst or profit under 
the authority of this State, or of any corporation, or as professor or 
teacher in any educational institution, or in any common or other school, 
but the 9th section went beyond this and invaded the religious, charita
ble, social and business relations of the people, and sought to provide an 
expurgatorial oath for ministers of the gospel, attorneys and teachers in 
our schools, male and female. Under that section, no person was per
mitted to practice law, " or be competent as a bishop, priest, deacon, 
minister, elder, or other clergyman of any religious persuasion, sect, 
or denomination, to teach, or preach, or solemnize marriages, unless 
such person shall have first taken, subscribed, and filed said oath." 

vVhen the section was before the Convention, Mr. Folmsbee, of Daviess, 
moved to amend it by the insertion of the words "to teach or preach,'' 
and the arnendrnent was adopted, April 1st, as follows: 

AYES-Messrs. Adams. Bonham, Bnnce, Childress, Davb of Nodaway, Dodson, Ellis, 
Esther, Evans, Folmsbee, Gilbert of Lawrence, Holcomb, Holdsworth,, Holland, Hume, 
Leonard, Rankin, Roher, Smith of Mercer, Smith of Worth, Strong, Sutton, Weatherby, 
Williams of Caldwell, and Willians of Scotland-25. 

N OES-Jlfossrs. Barr, Drake, Fulkerson, Gamble, Henderson, King, Linton, McPherson, 
Swearingen, and Switzler-10. ' 

.Absent with leave-Messrs. Bush, Fletcher, Foster, Gilbert of Platte, Hughes, Husmann, 
Morton, Newgent. St. Gem, and 'l'hilenius-10. .Absent without leave-Messrs. Bedford, 
Budd, Clover, Davis of New Madrid, D'Oench, Filley, Gilstrap, Grammer, Green, 
J\foKernan, Mack, Martin, Meyer, Nixdorf, Owens, and Mi·. President-16. Sick-Messrs. 
Cowden, Mitchell, and Peck-3. 

Finally, all efforts to defect the second article or to mollify its rigors 
having been exhausted, it was read a third time on the 1st of April, and 
adopted-yeas 30, nays 7-as follows: (Journal, p. 212). 

AYES-Messrs. Barr, Bonham, Btmce, Childress,' Clover. Davis of Nodaway, Dodson, 
Drake, Esther, Folmsbee, Fulkerson, Gamble, Gilbert of Lawrence, Henderson, Hols
worth, Holland, Hume, King, Leonard, McKernan, McPherson, Mack, Smith of Mercer, 
Smith of ·worth. Strong, Sutton, Swearingen, Weatherby, Williams of Caldwell. and 
Williams of Scotland-30. 

NoEs-Jlfossrs. Bedford, Bush, Holcomb, Linton, Meyer, Rohrer, and Switzler-7 . 
.Absent with leave-Messrs. Evans, Fletcher, Foster, Gilbert of Platte, Hughes, Hus

m::mn, Morton, Newgent, St. Gem, and Thileui.us-10. .Absent without leave-Messrs. 
Adams, Budd, Davis of New Madrid, D'Oench, Ellis, Filley, Gilsh:ap, Grammer, Green, 
Martin, Nixdorf, Owens, Rankin, and Mr. President-14. Sick-Messrs. Cowden, 
Mitchell, and Peck.-3. 

The following is the 2d section of the article on the "Executive 
Department: " 
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SECTION 2. The Governor shall be at least thirty-five years old, a white male citizen 
of the United State ten years. and a resident of the State of Missouri seven years, next 
before his election. 

'When under consideration on March 8th, Mr. Holland, of Henry,-now 
a. citizens of Marshall, Mo.-moved to strike out the words "white male," 
the effect of which would have been to make any citizen, of any color or 

sex, eligible to the office of Governor. On the next day, the question 
being on the adoption of 'the amendment, M1'. Switzler of Boone de
manded the ayes aud noes, and the vote being taken, stood n.s follows: 

AYES-Messrs. Budd, Bush, D'Oench, Drake, Ellis, Evans, Filley, Foster, Gilbert of 
Lawrence, Holcomb, Holland, Husmann. King, Linton, McKernan. McPherson, Meyer, 
Nixdorf, Owens, Rohrer, St. Gem, '£hilenius, Williams of Caldwell, Williams of Scot
land, and Mr. President-25. 

NOES-Messrs. Bonham, Bunce, Childress, Clover, Cowden, Davis of New Madrid, 
Davis of Nodaway, Dodson, Fletcher, Folmsbee, Fulkerson, Gamble, Henderson, Holds
worth, Hume, Mack, Martin, Newgent, Peck, Ranldn, Smith of Mercer, Strong, Sutton, 
Swearingen, and Switzler-25 . 

.Absent with leave-Uessrs. Adams, Bedford, Esther, Gilbert of Platte, Gilstrap, Gram
mer, Green, Hughes, JHorton, Smith of Worth,.and Weatherby-11. .Absent without leave 
-Messrs. Barr and Leonard. Sick-Mr. Mitchell. 

So the amendment was rejected, the vote being a tie-25 to 25. 
Ou an amendment proposed by Mr. Husmann, of Gasconade, March 

11th, to strike out the words "white male" in sections 3 and 5 of the 
article on "Legislative Department,'' whereby any person, male or 
female, black or white, if otherwise qualified, would be eligible to a seat 
in either branch of the General Assembly, the vote was likewise a tie-
21 to 21. 

In the interests of brevity, the proceedings of the Convention in regard 
to other subjects-the vacating ofthe seat of Thomas B. Harris, of Cal
laway, on cha,rges of disloyalty; the ordinances in regard to railroad 
indebtedness; for vacating certain civil offices in the State and filling the 
same anew by appointment of the Governor; and the provisions for put
ting the Constitution into fofoe-are omitted.1 Suffice it to say that an 
election was appointed on the 6th of June, 1865, to ascertain the sense 
of the people in regard to the adoption or rejection of the Constitution, 
it being at the same time providecl' that at said election no person should 

1N otwithstanding the violence with which the Constitution was assailed on account of 
many objectionable features, it was not ·wholly destitute of wise ancl valuable provis
ions. The article on "Education," for example, the enemies of the Constitution them
selves now agree., provided a broad foundation for our system of public instruction, 
high, low and intermediate. 
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be allowed to vote "who would not be a qualified voter according to the 
terms of this Constitution, if the second article thereof were then in 
force." That is to say, no person should be allowed to vote on the ques
tion of adoption or rejection unless he should have previously taken the 
oath indicated by the third section of the second article. 

On April 8th, the question then being on the final adoption of the Con
stitution, Mr. Drake demanded the ayes and noes thereon; and the vote 
being taken stood as follows : 

AYES-Messrs. Adams, Barr, Bonham, Budd, Bunce, Childress, Davis of Nodaway, 
Dodson, Drake, Ellis, Esther, Evans, Filley, Folmsbee, Fulkerson, Gamble, Gilbert of 
Lawrence, Henderson, Holcolllb, Holdsworth, Holland, Hul!le, King, Leonard, McKer
nan, J\foPherson, Mack, Martin, Peck, Rankin, Smith of Mercer, Strong, Sutton, Swear
ingen, ·weatherby, Williams of Caldwell, Williams of Scotland, and J\Ir. President-38. 

NoEs-Messrs. Bedford, Bush, D'Oench, Fletcher, Foster, Gilstrap, Green, Husmann, 
Linton. Meyer, Rohrer, Smith of Worth, and Switzler-13. 

Absent with Leave-Messrs. Gilbert of Platte, Hughes, Morton, Newgent, Nixdorf and 
St. Gem-6. Absent without Leave-Messrs. Clover, Davis of New Madrid, Grammer, 
Owens and Thilenius-5. Sick-Messrs. Cowden and Mitchell-2. 

So the Constitution was finally adopted, and on Monday, April 10th, 
1865, the Convention adjourned sine die. 

The canvass which succeeded was one of great bitterness. Although 
the war was practically over-the Confederate armies having surren
dered and the Federal troops occupied Richmoncl, Petersburg and all the 
strongholds of the Rebellion; and just before the close of the canvass, 
the President of the Confederate States, Jefferson Davis, was a prisoner 
-fragmentary guerrilla bands continued in existence, to the detriment of 
the peace and safety of various sections. Battalions of State Militia 
were kept in the field in many counties to hold these bands in check and 
to punish them for disorders. Nevertheless, a spirit of unrest and 
malevolence, of hatred and ill-will, prevailed among the people, .and the 
character of the issues discussed, to say nothing of the acerbity of the 
discussions themselves, was not calculated to reduce "the ragged edge" 
of the canvass. Tens of thousands of tax-payers of the State, many of 
whom were old and honored citizens and non-combatants during the war, 
and men of education and influence, were disfranchised by the third sec
tion, and denied the privilege of the ballot in the decision of the great 
issue before the State- that issue being the adoption or rejection of au 
organic law which was to govern them and their children after them. On 
the other hand, it was stoutly maintained that citizens who had attempt
ed to destroy their government; who had either by overt acts of rebellion~ 
committed treason, or in words and sympathy had given aid and 
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<:omfort to. the insurgents, had forfeited the privilege of the ballot-the 
more extreme devotees of this view maintaining that their only remain
ing right was the right to pay taxes, work the roads, and hold their 
peace. Only 85,478 votes (including soldiers' votes) were cast at the 
election, as follows: For the new Constitution, 43,670; against it, 
41,808. Majority for the Constitution, 1,862. The announcement of 
this vote was accompanied by a proclamation of Governor Fletcher, 
officially declaring that the new Constitution would take effect on July 
4th, 1865. 

The General Assembly met in Jefferson City on November 1st, 1865, 
-Andrew J. Harlan, of Andrew, Speaker of the House-and proceeded 
to enact a registry and other laws to enforce the provisions of the new 
Constitution. The registry law was very Rtringent, and its enforcement 
occasioned many scenes of disorder and violence, and great excitement 
in the State. -, 

The attempt to enforce the ordinance properly known as ''the 
ousting ordinance "-for vacating certain civil offices, was attended with 
difficulty and unpleasant collisions. David Wagner and Walter E. 
Lovelace were appointed Judges of the Supreme Court in place of Wm. 
V. N. Buy and John D. S. Dryden. The latter gentlemen believed 
there was no legal vulidity in the ordinance, and declined to vacate their 
places. Governor Fletcher issued an order to expel them from the 
bench, nnd they were taken from their seats by the police of St. Louis 
City, and escorted as iJrisoners to the office of Recorder Wolff. A. "\V. 
Mead, the Clerk of the Court, also declining to yield his office, with the 
records and papers, was also summarily ejected. 

That portion of the ninth section of the second article of the Consti
tution, in regard to ministers of the go5pel, lawyers and teachers, was a 
fruitful source of turbulence and trouble, and many indictments were 
fonnd and arrests matle for refusal to tnke "the iron-clad oath " pre
scribed. So great was the popular clamor against the voters', ministers', 
lawyers' and teachers' ottth, that in December, 1866, a movement was 
set on foot in St. Louis by leading RepuHlicans, prominent among whom 
were B. Gratz Brown and Curl Schurz, which had for its object univer
sal amnesty and universal enfranchisement. This movement rapidly 
~tcquired volume and strength, and very soon was felt throughout the 
State. In his annual message to the Twenty-Fourth General Assembly, 
whid1 convened in Jefferson City on the 2nd of January, 1867, Gov
ernor Fletcher recommended nn amendment to the Constitution, striking 
<mt the ninth sectipn of the second article. 1 
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During this session, and on Jnnnu.ry 15th, Charles D. Drake, Repub

lican, was eloctccl to the United States Senate for six years from the 

fourth of March ensuing, the vote being-Senate: Uharles D. Drake, 

23 ; F. P. Blu.ir, 6 ; N. Holmes, 3. House: Charles D. Drake, 86 ; F. 

P. Blair, 33; Ben. Loan, 3; Henry T. Blow, 3; II. M. Voorhees, 1; 

John S. Phelps, 1. 
It was at this session of the Legislature that an amendment to the 

Constitution was submitted to the people, on the first Tuesday in 

November, 18G8, proposing to strike the word ''white" from the 

eiahteenth section of tho second article, whereb.)' llCO'l'O suft'raae would be 
b 0 0 

inaugnrnted in Mi:,;souri. The proposition originated in the Senate, ancl 

was sul>1nitt.Gd to that body by Mr. Winters, of Marion, on the 12th of 

l!""ebrunry. On l\fon<lu,y :H'ohrunry 25th, it passed the Senate, as follows: 

AYEs-1\fossrs. AtlitmA, Boardman, Bonham, Bruers, Cavender, Clarl~, Conrad, Ellis, 

Ev:ws, Ewell, G,c:obcl, Ifarbine, Headlee, Hubbiird, Ilmnan, Parks, Rea, Shelton. and 

Winters-rn. 
NoEs-'MeHsrs. Dotlson, l!,iller, I!olhmd, King, Morse, Spaunhorst, and Williams-7 . 

.Absent or not voting-Messts. Deal, F'ish, Graham, McOormacl1:, Reed, Ridgley, and 

'l'ow11sley-7. 

On T'neschy, :E'ehruary 26th, in the Senate, Messrs. Fisher, Ridgely 

anJ. 'l'ownsloy obtained leave to record their votes on the prop01:1ition of 

Mr. "Winters, passed tho day before, during their absence. They voted 

Aye. 
On Monday, lVfareh 4th, the constitnt10nal amendment from the Senate 

l>eiug i.m<lor consi(lcration in the House, Mr. Orrick, of St. Charles, pro

posed not only to strike out the word "white," but also the word 

"mitlo"; thus seeking to commit the body not only to black male suf

fbgo, but also to female suffrage, black and white. Rejected-39 to 51. 

On Thursday night, Mnrch 7, the subject again came up in the House, 

and the nmendmGut passed-ayes 74; nays 46-as follows (Conserva

tives in italic) : 

AYES-Messrs. Aknrd, Bennett, Betz, Bireh, Blodgett, Branscombe, Brock, Brown of 

Dallas, Brown of Daviess, Bulkley, BLtrch of Jasper, Buziclc, Cartmel, Cosgrove, Dall

meyer, DeLand, Downey, Drum, Eppstein, Esteb, Ewing, Ferrell, Finkelnburg, Free

man, Good::;on, Hargrove, J:I.arper)Iathaway, Hewitt, Hiclmum, Hornbeak, Hoskinson, 

Howard, Howe, Hume, ,Jaquith, Jerome, Jewett, Jones, Kidwell, Kuhl, Laughlin, 

Leaming, Leclergerbm', J .. ong, MeElhinney, McGinnis, McMillen, Mitchell, Mullings of 

Green, Mullins of Linn, Orrilik, Payne, Pond, Pyle, Quinn, Rinker, Rollins, Rountree, 

Schneider, Schulenburg, Shafer, Stafford, Thompson, Valle, Walker, Waters, Weinrich, 

Whittaker, Wilkinson, Wolbrecht, Wyatt and Mr. Speaker-74. 
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The following are the names of those who voted in the negative : 

Messrs. Alexander, Applegate, Beal, Bogy, Boon, Britton, Cannon, Childress, Coclcei·ill, Cole, Colman, Drummond, Eagle, Ellis, Ellison, Eubanks, Farrar, Fletcher, Fox, Gritlin, Hu:ff, Key, Lawson, Legg, Linder, Lyman, McBride, McMurtry, Martin, Monks, Neville, Riggs, Ritchie, Robertson, Ryland, Scott, Smelser, Smythe, Steele, Sutton, Taylor, Van Wagoner, Waide, "'White of Cole. White of Randolph, Williams, Wolf and Zevely-16. 

On the 13th of March, the Legislature adjourned till the first Tuesday 
in January, 1868. 

At the general election during the latter year, the proposed amend
ment striking out the word "white" was defeated, the vote being
a()"ainst strikino- out, 74,053; for striking out, 55,236. Majority against 0 "" ~ negro suffrage, 18 ,817. 

On Saturday night, March 31, a great calamity befell St. Louis and 
the whole country in the loss, by fire, of the old Linde11 Hotel, which 
was :first opened to the public October 19, 18ti3. It was beyond all 
comparison the finest hotel that had, up to that time, been built west of 
]'i ew York. \Ve avail ourselves of a description of the building and fire 
which appeared in the St. Louis Globe-Dernocrat of April 12, 1877 : 

'l'he Lindell Hotel consisted of two parallel buildings of brick, extending east and west the length of the whole front, with a space of forty-five feet between them, and connected in the center and at both ends by wing buildings running north and south, leaving between them two courts. 'l'he outer-connecting buildings and the two flanks extended the full depth of the lot, about 300 feet. 'l'he southern or principal front was divided into ii ve compartments, with a profusion of ornament on each. 
The Lindell was six stories high, exclusive of both basement and attic, equivalent to two stories more. 'l'he heigth from sidewalk to cornice was 112 feet. 'I'he basement extended under the entire building, and comprised the laundries, the bake rooms, the store rooms, the coal vaults and ash.holes. 
On the :first floor were the gorgeous offices, with their variegated marble floors, the saloons, the billiard rooms, the grand hall for the Board of '.rrade, public and private offices, and various other necessary rooms. 'rhe other stories were reached by two grand staircases, running up the entire heigth of the building. Each step was twelve feet long, and the walls were of walnut, handsomely carved and beautifully ornamented. On the second floor were dining rooms, public and private parlors, re~iding and writing rooms, club rooms, and public reception rooms. On the remaining stories were the sleeping rooms and rooms en suite. Some idea of the size of the establishment may be gained from the fact that the gentlemen's dining-room was 116 feet by 44 feet, and none of the private parlors were less than 16 by 17 feet, while the whole structure, from basement to attic, had the enormous number of 530 rooms. 'l'he brick in the building would have paved a space of thirty-eight acres, while more than 35,000 feet of cut stone were in the fronts. Seven hundred and forty tons of cast and wrought iron were used, and 8,240 pounds of copper for gutters. 'rhere were 810 windows and 650 inside doors. The plate glass used would cover an acre, and the :tl.oors seven acres. The wash-boards 
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lll.id in a line would reach thirteen miles, while if a boarder desired to walk before 

breakfast, he might travel a mile and three-quarters without retracing his steps or o-oino

over the same ground twice. Thirty-two tons of sash-weights were used, 16,000 fee~ 

of gas-pipe, 120,500 pounds of lead and 30,000 pounds of iron pipe to supply the water· 

87,700 feet of steam-pipe for heating, and thirty-two miles of bell-wire were in position'. 

The actual cost of the building wits $950,000, which, with the ground, valued at $326,400, 

ro:lkes the whole value $1,276,400; not to speak of furniture, $500,000 worth of which 

was imported, malting the total worth of the establishment $1, 759,000. 

liow the fire originated was never certainly discovered. One account declares it to 

have come from a defective flue, while another finds its origin in a bursted gas-pipe. 

Another st.ill attributes it to the carelessness of a servant girl, who left a gas-jet turned 

011, and allowed a room [in the sixth story] to become filled with gas, which e:i...""Ploded 

on lighting a match, and thus set fire to the building. Be this as it may, nothing is cer

tain, but that on the evening of Saturday, March 31, 1867, the inmates of the house per

ceived a strong smell of smoke. Mr. Bart Able, among others, carefully traversed the 

hnlls and corridors, everywhere smelling the signs of fire, until he traced the scent to a 

bath-room on the sixth floor in the northwest corner. Here he procured an axe, broke 

in the pbstering, and the flames burst forth. '!'his appears to have been the first dis

covery of the fire in the building, though it is stated that persons outside, squares away, 

smelled the burning pine and paint before the fire became known to anybody in the 

house. 
'!'he alarm was first given at 8 o'clock p, M., though it excited very little feeling in 

the hotel, the guests finishing their suppers at their leisure, having ample confidence in 

the abundant facilities on every hand for the extinguishment of the :flames. The build

ing was provided with tanks of water on the roof, and with hose on every :floor, but at 

the moment of need, the tanks were empty and the hose were useless. The engines 

were sent for, and arrived in good time, but owing to the breaking out of the fire in the 

upper stories they could do nothing. The :flames soon. began to appear at the windows 

in the fifth and sixth stories, and though efforts were made to get the hose up through 

the center of the building, they proved utterly abortive, and after a few ineffectual 

attempts, the hope of saving the building was abandoned, and the firemen directed 

their attention to saving all the property they could. It was even found that there was 

not an adequate head of water in the reservoir, and this fact also operated against the 

:firemen. '!'he waiters and employes of the hotel were called on to assist in removing 

property, but these gentry turned their attention with wonderful unanimity to saving 

themselves and their own effects, and could not be induced to help save the hotel 

furniture. 
A very few minutes after the fire was discovered, it burst out of the root~ as well as 

out of all the windows of the two upper stories, and swept round the cornices in wild 

magnificence. After gaining a start, it seemed to develop its strength everywhere at 

once, since although the fire started in the western end of the building, the eastern end 

was the one first destroyed. It was fortunate for the city at large that the evening 

was unusually still, since a strong \\ind blowing from any direction would have infalli

bly caused the destruction of several blocks of buildings. As it was, some damage was 

done by the falling of the walls. The conflagration was one of the most splendid on 

record. The whole interior of the building was one mass of flame, which, after the fall 

of the roof, shot up several hundred feet into the air, and was visible to a distance of 

thirty miles from the city. '.rhere were no lives lost, though the panic was extreme, 

and for awhile rumors of persons being burned to death were freqnent. Losses by indi

vidual boarders of jewels, clothing, furniture and similar effects were, in some cases, 

quite serious. 
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On the ground :floor were a large number of fashionable stol'es, tlle stock,; of whieh wer~ damaged by wa~er or removal, or was entirely dest.royed by iirc. '1.'lie You~g }fen's Christian Association also occupied rooms on the ground iloor, :tnc.l wlrn11 the tire broke out a prayer meeting was in progress. It is almost needless to say it did not couthrne long, for even then:, while the benediction was being prononnce<l, the tl:uues were curling round the cornices. 

On May 15th, 1867, the Stute Senate assembled in the Cu.pitol a.s a high 
comt of impeachment for the trial of Walter King, of R:iy, judge of the 
:fifth judicial circuit, for misdemeanors in office. He was found guilty, 
by a vote of twenty-three to eight, and deposed. 

The Twenty-fomth General Assembly re-a::isemblcd at the Capitol 011 
Tue:>duy, January 7th, 1868, and during its session adopted a now rogistry 
law more stri1went in its provisions than the one it was eu:tctcd to suppl:rnt:. 0 " 
Under it the Governor, by and with the ndvice and co111::amt of tho Beu a to, 
was authorized to appoint a superintendeut of regi.-;trntion in ench 8cua
torial district, every year in which a general election should <>Clan·. As 
the SupremEfCourt of the United States, Jmrna1·y Uth, ltHi7, in tho ca so 
of John A. Cummings vs. the State of Missouri, had pi·o11ouuccd the test 
oath unconstitutional, the new registry law, provi<ling for n more rigid 
enforcement of the celebrnted "Third Section," ocl·asio1wd 1·c11cnvod autl 
wide-spread dissatisfact.ion among the co11serv:1tivc citizen:,; of tlie State. 
Therefore, the next ensuing State canvass was distinguished by great 
bitterness and party feeling, culmhuiting on some occa.sious .in scenes of personal violence. 

The Twenty-fifth General Assembly convened on .January Hth. 1869. 
During the preceding State canva.ss the new registry law had <10110 itH 
work well and to the entire satisfaction of its friends. Jfonco tlio Sena.tu 
was composed of twenty-five Republicans and nine Democrats, :tll(l tho 
House of niuety-two Republicans and thirty-five D~mwcrnts; It l~<'Pll ulican 
majority of sixteen in the Senate, fifty-seven in .the House, and scvcntythree on joint ballot. 

On J:muary 19th, Carl Schurz, Republican, was elected 1o the United 
States Senate for sjx years from March 4th, 1869-the vote being: Cad Schurz (R.) 114; John S. Phelps (D.) 44. 

On October 27th the foundation of the eastern pier of the grand 
tnbnlar steel bridge at St. Louis was laid, affording an eamest of the 
vigorous" prosecution, till completed, of the work ou one of the costliest 
and mo:st valuable railroad bridges in the world-a structure which will 
remain a memorial through all time of the genius and enterprise of J amcs B. Ends. 
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1870 TO 1877.-ELECTION RETURNS.-ADJOURNED SESSION OF XXVTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
RATIFICATION OF XVTH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.-AYES AND NOES.-SIX AMEND

MENTS TO THE STATE CONSTITUTION PROPOSED.-WHAT THEY WlrnE AND THE VOTE ON 
EACH.-AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LOCATED AT COLUMBIA.-THE REPUBLICA...."'I" PARTY IN 
1870 RENT BY DISCORDS.-THE DEMOCRATS ADOPT THE"PASSIVE POLICY" AND NOMI
NATE NO STATE TICKET.-Two REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTIONS AND TWO STATE TICK• 
ETS.-THE "RADICALS" AND" LIBERAJ,s."-B; G1u:rz BROWN (LIBERAL) ELECTED Gov
ERNOR.-THE TEST·OATH ABROGATED AND '!'HE REPUBLICANS REMANDED FROM POWER.
F. P. BLAm ELECTED UNrnm STATES SENATOR.-TIIE XXVITI-1 GENERAL ASSitMBLY.
Two MOHE AMirnDM!rnTS TO THE Co;N'STITUTION PROPOSED AND RA'fIFIBD.-THE GUN 
CITY, CASS COUNTY, MASSACRE.-lN 1872, THE DEMOCRATS AND LIBERALS JOINTLY NOMI
NATE A STATE TICICET.-SILAS WOODSON ELECTED GOVERNOR.-THE XXVIITII GENERAL 
.ASSEMBLY.-LOUIS V. BOGY. CHOSEN UNITED STATES SENATOR.-VOTE OF THE PEOPLE 

AUTHORIZED ON A CALL FOR A CONSTI'l'UTIONAL CONVENTION.-0PENING OF THE GREAT 
ST. LOUIS BRIDGE.-CA:NVASS OF 1874°-CHARLES H. HARDIN THE DmWCRATIC NOM
INEE FOR GOVERNOR.-'l'HE " PEOPI,E'S" PARTY .-WILLIAM GJtN'l'RY .-HARDIN ELECTED. 
-CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1875 CALLED.-lTS PROCEEDINGS.-CONSTITUTION 
ADOPTED.-WIIISKEY FRAUDs.~CANVASS OF 1876.-J. S. PHELPS THE DEMOCRATIC AND 

G. A. FINKELNBURG 'l'HE REPUBUCAN CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR.-PHELPS ELECTED. 
-THE X:X.lXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.-BURNING OF THE SOUTHERN HOTEL, ST. LOUIS. 

ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR, 1870, 

B. Gratz Brown, Liberal •....•..••.........•.....••.•.•......•.•. 104,374 
Joseph W. McOlurg, Republican.................................. 63,336 

Brown's majority over McOlurg.. ... . . • . . •• . . . • .• . • •• . . .. •.•. 41,038 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

No. I-Abolishing Distlict Courts: 
Yeas ......•...........•.....•..•..... _ ......... . 
Nays ............................... , ............................. . 

137,874 
7,389 

Majority ..................................................... 130,485 

No. 2-Abolishing oath of loyalty for jurors: 
Yeas ............................ • .................................. 133,702 
Nays..... . • . . . . • • .. . • . • . . . . . • • . • • . . • . .. .. • • . .. • . • .. . • .. ............ 10,809 

Majority .......... : ................................ .' ......... 122,883 

No. 3-Abolishing double liability of stockholders in private corporations: 
Yeas ............................................................. 131,470 
Nays . . • . • • . . • . • . . . .. .. ..................... ... • . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. • 10,790 

Majority ....................................................... 120,680 

No. 4-Abolishing oath of loyalty for voters: 
Yeas .. ...•..••..•.•••• ~ ........................... • • • . • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 127 ,643 
Nays ..•..••..•.. • .......... ·. . • • .. • • • • • • • .. • .. .. • • .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • 16,283 

.Majority ...... • ...•...•••••.• •. ·· ·• ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• 111,860 

30 
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No. 5-.A.bolishing certain disqualifications to hold office on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude, and on account of former acts of disloyalty: 

Yeas ..•.•••••••..•.. , ••..••.•••...•..•..•.•.•..•••....••••.•..•.• 123,418 
Nays............................................................ 18,005 

Majority. . . • . . • . • . • • . . . • . • • . . . . • . . . • . • • • . • • . • . • • • • • • . . • . • • • • • 105,413 
No. 6-In relation to education, prohibiting the General Assembly, counties, cities: 

towns, townships, school districts or other municipal corporations from making appro
priations in aid of any creed, church, or sectarian school: 

Yeas ............................................................. 126,118 
Nays .................................... ··············.......... 10,789 

Majority ..................................................... 115,329 

FOR SUPREME JUDGE. 
David Wagner (no opposition) ................................... 164,547 

ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT-1872. 
U. S. Grant, Republican ..................... •• · •. • .• • .••.•••.••••• 119,196 
Horace Greell.'y, Independent ..................................... 151,434 
Charles O'Conor, Democrat....................................... 2,429 

Greeley's majority over Grant............ .. • • . .. • • • . • • . • • • . • • 32,238 

ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR-1872. 
Silas Wooc1son, Democrat...................................... 156,714 
John J3. Henderson, Republican ................................. 122,272 

Woodson's majority over Henderson.......................... 35,442 

ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR-1874. 
Charles H. Hardin, Democrat .......•.••..••...•••.••••••••••••••• 149,566 
William Gentry, Peoples' ......................................... 112,104 

Hardin's majority over Gentry................................ 37,462 
Whole number of votes cast ...................................... 261,670 

For holding Constitutional Convention.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • 111,299 
Against holding Constitutional Convention .••••••••••••••••••••••• 111,016 

Majority for convention...................................... 28'3 

SPECIAL ELECTION-1875. 
For New Constitution. . • • .. • .. . . . • • • • • .. .. • • • • • .. • .. • • • • • • • • • • • .. 91,205 
.Against New Constitution........................................ 14,517 

Majority for constitution..................................... 76,688 

ELECTION FOR. PRESIDENT-1876. 
Samuel J. Tilden, Democrat •.••••• , .• : •.••.••••••••••••••••••••• 
R. B. Hayes, Republican ........................................ . 
Peter Cooper, Greenback ........................................ . 

202,687 
144,398 

3,498 

Tilden's majority over Hayes................................. 58,289 
Whole number of votes cast.. . . . • • . • • • • .. • .. . • • • • • • • • .. .. • • • • • • • • 356,583 
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ELECTION FOR GOVERNOR-1876. 
John S. Phelps, Democrat ...•••..••.•....•.•..•..••.••..•.••....• 199,580 
G. A. Finkelnburg, Republican ...••.•.••••.••..•••• •·•··• ••...... 147,694 
J. P. Alexander, Greenback . • • • • • • • • • • . . • • . • • • . • . • • .. • • . . . . . • . . • • 2,962 

Phelps' majority ovr.r Finkelnburg.............. •. . . • • • • . . . • . 51,886 

The adjourned session of the Twenty-fifth Genel'al Assembly-Joseph 
W. McOlul'g, Governor-which met on January 5th, 1870, and adjourned 
on March 25th following, deserves to be specially noticed because of the 
work accomplished in several directions. Governor McOlurg, who in his 
message had recommended the ratification of the xvth amendment to 
the Constitution of the United :::ltates, passed by Congress on February 
27th, 1869, transmitted to the General Assembly, on January 7th, 1870, 
a duly attested copy of it from William H. Seward, United States 
Secretary of State, as follows: 

ARTICLE XV. 

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United St!l.tes to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous con
dition of servitude. 

SEC. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legisla
tion. 

Immediately on its being read in the Senate, Mr. Bruere of St. Charles 
introduced a joint resolution ratifying it, which was adopted by the 
following vote : 

AYES-Senators Blodgett, Brown, Bruere, Clark, Conrad, Davis, Dodson, Evans, Fil
ler, Gottschalk, Graham, Harbine, Headlee, McMillan, Ridgley, Rogers, Sheltoi;i., Todd, 
Vandivert, Waters, and Williams-21. 

NoEs-Senators Essex, Morrison, and Morse--3. 
ABSENT-Senator R0seberry-1. Absent with leave-Senators Birch, Buckland, Car

roll, Cavender, Human, Rea, Rollins, Reed and Spaunhorst-9. 

The resolution was immediretely reported to the House, where, on 
motion of Mr. Waters, it was taken up, rules suspended, read three 
times and passed by the following vote : 

AYES-Messrs. Akard, Alsup, Allred, Baker, Becker, Benefiel, Bittman, Bohn, Bore
man, Brewster, Browning, Bruihl, Byrne, Clark, Courtright, Crumb, Cundiff, Davis. 
Denny, Dibble, Dolle, Elliott, Ellison, Eno, Envch, Fassen, Ferguson, Ferrell, Freeman, 
Gibbs, Gib~on, Glenn, Gladney, Hackman, Harper, Hayes, Hayward, Heeley, Howe, 
Ittner, Jennings, Johnson, Jones of Laclede, Keeney, Kirkham, Laughlin, Lombar, 
Magner, McGinnis, McLane, Mitchell, Moore, Mullings, Munch,Nalle, Neal, Norris, Pyle, 
Peck, Powell, Pulitzer, Quigley, Rice, Riek, Robertson, Roberts. Roever, Rountree, 
Ruark, Russell, Schulenberg, Simmons, Smith, Southard, Stauber, Stinson, Steele, 
Thompson, Todd, Vickers. Waters, Weinrich, Yankee, Young, and Mr. Speaker-86. 
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NOES-Messrs. Adams, Albert, Bennett, Bogy, Bowles, Brown of Howard, Burton, 
Byrns of Jefferson, Caldwell, Campbell, Claiborne, Colley, Jilarris, Hoffman, Hurt, Key, 
Knott. Leeper, Marchand, McElvain, McMichael, Miller, Murphy, Neely, Phelan, Phil
lips, Requa, Salisbury, Salyer. Sebastian, Sides, Sloan, Waide, and Warner-34. 

ABSENT-Messrs. Donegan, Garth, Jones of Nodaway, King, Lawson, McKernan, 
Ming, Smythe and vVebb-9. Absent with leave-Messrs. Brown of Callaway, Klaine and 
Manville-3. Sick-Messrs. Burge, Price, Reed, Snidow, .Walser and Winchester-5. 

According to a proclamation of Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State of 
the United Stutes, dated March 30th, 1870, said amendment was ratified 
by the Legislatures of the following States on the days mentioned : 

Nevada ................... March 1, 1869. 
West Virginia ............. March 3, 1869. 
North Carolina ............ March 5, 1869. 
Louisiana ................. March 5, 1869. 
Illinois .................... J\farch 5, 1869. 
Michigan .................. March 8, 1869. 
Wisconsin ................. March 9, 1869. 
Massachusetts ............ March 12, 1869. 
Maine ............•....... March 12, 1869. 
South Carolina .....•..•.. March 16, 1869. 
Pennsylvania ...•.....••.. March 26, 18G9. 
Arkansas ................. March 30, 1869. 
New York, ............... April 14, 1869. 
Indiana ..•................. J.fay 14. 1869. 
Connecticut ................ May 19, 1869. 

Florida .................... June 15, 1869. 
New Hampshire ............ July 7, 1869. 
Virginia ......•..•....•.. October 8, 18G9. 
Vermont ............... October 21, 1869. 
Alabama ............. November 24, 1860. 
Missouri ....•........•. January IO, 1870. 
Mississippi .....•....•.. January 17, 1870. 
Rhode Island ..•....... January 18, 1870. 
Kansas ................. Jmrnary 19, 1870. 
•Ohio .................. Jn.mrnry27, 1870. 
Georgia .••............. Febrnary 2, 1870. 
Iowa ....•..•........... Febmary 3, 1870. 
Nebraska ............. Febrnary 17. 1870. 
'rexas ......•••....•.•. February 18, 1870. 
Minnesota .......•.... February 19, 1870 

At the date of the proclamation there were thirty-seven 8tates, (Colo
rado having since been added,) of which thirty, more than the requisite 
constitutional majority of three-fourths, ratified the amendment declaring 
that the right to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or by any State on account of race, ·color or previous condition of servitude. 

During this session of the Legislature, six amendments to the Consti
tution of the State were submitted to the people of Missouri for their 
ratification or rejection at the general election to be holden on Tuesday, 
November 8th, 1870, as follows: 

1. Abolishing district courts. Pasb"ed the Senate-ayes 22, noes 7. 
House-concurred in, nem. con. Vote of the people-yeas 137 ,874, noes 
7 ,389. Majority, 130,485. 

2. Abolishing oath of loyalty for jurors. 
28; noes, none. House-ayes 81; noes, 28. 
133,702; noes, 10,809. Majority, 122,883. 

Passed the Senate-ayes, 
Vote of the people-yeas, 

'New York withdrew her consent to the ratification January 5, 1870. •Ohio had pre
viously rejected the amendment, May 4, 1869. New Jersey first rejected the amendment, 
but on February 21, 1871, subsequent to the date of the proclamation of the Secretary 
of State, ratiiied it. California, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Oregon and Tennessee 
rejected it and never reversed the rejection. 
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3. Abolishing double liability of stockholders in private corporations. 

Pnssed the Senate-ayes, 22 ; noes, 1. House-concurred in, nem. con. 

Vote of the people-ayes, 131,470; noes, 10, 790. Majority, 120,680. 

4. Abolishing oath of loyalty for voters. Passed the Senate-ayes, 

25; noes, 5. House-ayes, 89; noes, 17. Vote of the people-ayes, 
127 ,643; noes, 16,283. Majority, 111,360. 

5. Concerning the right to hold office and abolishing certain disquali

fications 011 aecount of race, color or previous condition of servitude, and 

011 account of' former acts of disloyalty. Passed the Senate-ayes, 24; 

noes, 4. House-ayes, 87; noes, 23. Vote of the people, ayes, 128~418; 
noes, 18,005. Mt0ority, 105,413. 

6. In relation to education. Passed the Senate-ayes, 21; noes, 7. 

House-ayes, 73; noes, 7. Vote of the people-ayes, 126,188; noes, 
10, 789. Maj0rity, 115,329. 

After an exciting contest of several years, the State Agricultural College 

was located during this session of the Legislature at Columbia, wi.th the 

School of Mines and Metallurgy at Rolla, Phelps County. Its location at 

Columbia, the seat of the State University, was a proposition to which 

Hon. James S. Rollins, Senator from the Boone district, addressed his 

best powers ; and to his zeal and ability the comity of Boone is chiefly 

indebted for its accomplishment. The bill passed the Senate-ayes, 18; 

noes, 6; and the House, ayes, 79; noes, 41. 
The questions of universal amnesty and enfranchisement, of the repeal 

of the Missouri iron-clad 1oath for voters, jurymen, ministers, lawyers, 

teachers, etc., were rapidly sowing the seeds of discord and disintegra

tion in the Republican party in the State, dividing it into two "wings"

as they were called-Radical and Liberal; the former maintaining the 

extreme and the latter the more magnanimous policy in regard to those 

who by word or deed, or both, had had complicity with the rebellion. 

Owing to the test-oath prescribed by the " Drake " constitutitm and the 

very stringent r~gistry laws passed to enforce it, the Democrats were in 

an almost hopeless minority at the polls, and therefore had little or 

no voice in the direction of public affairs. Every department of the 

State government, and the county and municipal governments as well, 

were controlled by Republican officials. Hoping to gain the ascendency 

in the State, wholly if possible, partially at all events, th1;ough a repeal 

of the contititutional and legal barriers which interposed between them 

and party dominance in the State, the policy of the Democrats was, :first, 

to divide, then to conquer their enemies. And no way seemed so hopeful 
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of favorable results as "the passive policy"-or, as it was popularly 
called, "the possum po1icy"-which signified the withdrawal of the 
Democratic party, as an organized and distinct force, from the canvass of 
1870, and the co-operation of its members individually with the Liberal 
"wing" of the Republicans, as allies. Therefore, on March 18th, the 
Democratic members of the Legislature, at that time few and far between, 
held a caucus at Schmidt's Hotel in Jefferson City, and adopted the fol
lowing: 

WHEREAS, It is understood that the Democratic State Central Committee desire an 
expression of opinion from the Democratic members of the xxvth General Assembly 
of this State, as to the policy of calling a Democratic Convention; therefore be it 

Resolved, That in our opinion it is inexpedient to call a Democratic State Couvention, 
or to nominate candidates for State officers at the ensuing November election. 

The policy here indicated seemed to meet with the general acquiescence 
of the Democrats of the State ; and on the 13th August, the Democratic 
State Central Committee-D. H. Armstrong, Chnirm!m-issued an nddress 
in which it was endorsed, and the conviction that a general ticket for 
State officers ought not to be nominated enforced by a variety of reasons 
-among them that the dominant party were divided by factions, coteries 
and cliques, and that one segment of them had inaugurated a movement 
of considerable promise to remove the suffrnge restrictions which had 
doomed the Democrats to defeat and a tyrannical reign. To escape from 
these the committee believed it best to nominate no State ticket, and 
none was nominated. 

The work of discord and disintegration in the Repuhlican party pro
ceeded, and reached its climax in the State Nominating Convention which 
met in the lrnll of the House in Jefferson City on August 3 lst. On the 
third clay .of the session, Carl Schurz, Chail'man of the Committee on 
Resolutions, made a majority report comparatively liberal in its character, 
the minority report chiefly differing from it in regard to. enfranchisement. 
This was the rock on whid1 the Convention split; and it is deemed of 
sufficient historical interest to be brought distinctly to view by the repro
duction of the resolutions of the two platforms: 

l\IAJORITY OR LIBERAL (OR BROWN) PLATFORl\I. 

4th. That the time has come when the requirements of pnblic safety, upon which 
alone the disfranchisement of a large number of citizens could be justifieJ, has clearly 
ceased to exist, and this Convention, therefore, true to the solemn pledges recorded in 
our National and State platforms, declares itself unequivocally in favor of the adoption 
of the Constitntional Amendments commonly called the suffrage and oifice-holding 
amendments, believing that under existing circumstances the removal of political disa-
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bilities, as well as the extension of equal political rights and privileges to all classes of 
citizens, without distinctions, demanded by every consideration of good faith, patriotism 
and sound policy, and essential to the integrity of Republican institutions, to the welfare 
of the State, and to the honor and preservation of the Republican party. 

MINORITY OR RADICAL (OR M'CLURG) PLATFORM. 

3rd. That we are in favor of re-enfranchising those justly disfranchised for partici
pation in the late rebellion, as soon as it can be done with safety to the State, and that 
we concur in the propriety of the Legislature having submitted to the whole people of 
the State the question, whether snch time has now arrived; upon which question we 
recognize the right of any member of the party to vote his honest convictions. 

The two reports being before the Convention, the report of the 
minority was. adopted-ayes 349, noes 342-whereupon about two hun
dred and :fifty delegates, friends of the majority report, headed by Mr. 
Schurz, >~ithdrew, amid great excitement, to the SeuateChamber, organ
ized a sepi1rate Convention, and nominated a full State ticket with B. 
Gratz Brown as a candidate for Governor. The other Convention (the 
"Radical,") also nominated a full ticket, headed by Joseph W. McClurg 
for Governor, at that time the incumbent of the office. 

The election, which was held .on November 8th, resulted in the choice 
of the Brown or Liberal ticket by over forty thousand majority, and the 
return to the Legislature of a m:rjority of members opposed to the 
"Radicals." Legislature: Senate-Democrats, 13; Fusion, 3; Liberal, 
6 ; Republicans, 12. House-Democrats, 77 ; Fusion, 12 ; Liberal, 20; 
Republicans, 24. Total number of members, 138-majority, 70. The 
"Fusion" candidates for House and Senate were elected by the united 
votes of Democrats and Liuerals. All were Conservative, and nearly 
all pledged to a cnll of a Constitutional Convention and other measures 
supported by the Democrats. 

The election of 1870 forms an important and notable epocli in the 
history of the State. It marks the period at which the Republicans, 
who had for eight years been the governing party, surrendered power to 
others-power which they have not since been nble to. regain. 

The xxv1th General Assembly met at the Capitol on January 4th, 1871 
-Joseph J. Gravelly,1 Lieutenant-Governor, President of the Senate. 
Robert P. C. Wilson, Democrat, of Platte, wns elected Speaker of the 
House, the vote being--Wilson 84; Hosea G. Mullins, Fusionist, of 
Greene, 50 ; vVilson's mtrjority 34. Cyrus H. Frost, Liberal, of Phelps, 
was elected Speaker p1·0 tem. 

B. Gratz Brown, Liberal, was inaugurated Governor,. who recom-

1 Died at his residence in Cedar County, Mo., on the - --, 1872. 
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mended in his message the consideration of the subject of calling a Con
stitutional Convention, the amendment of the registration laws so as to 
make them conform to the liberal provisions of the constitutional 
amendments ratified by the people, the better regulation of the railroads, 
etc., etc. 

Thete being a vacancy in the United States Senate occasioned hy the 
resignation of Cha1fos D. Drake-who had received the appointment of 
Chief Justice of the Court of Claims at Washington City-a Democratic 
caucus (Henry J. Spaunhorst, a Senator from St. Louis, chairman,) 
was held to nominate a candidate. The names of John S. Phelps, Silas 
vVoodson, Frank P. Blair, Jr., and Samuel T. Glover were presented to 
the caucus, the :first ballot resulting in the nomination of Mr. Blair, as 
follows: Blair, 52; Glover, 16; Phelps, 13; vVoodson, 10. The two 
Houses met in joint couventfon on the 16th, and Mr. Blair was elected, 
as follows: Blair 102, John B. Henderson 58, John F. Benjamin 5.1 

Necessary to a choice, 84. Mr. Blair was a member of the House from 
St. Louis County. 

An adjourned session of the xxvrth General Assembly was held, com
mencing on December 6th, 1871, and continuing until April 1st, 1872, 
during which two constitutional amendments were submitted to the peo
ple for their rati:fication or rejection at the November election, 1872, 
namely: 

1. Increasing the number of Supreme Court Judges from three 
to five, fixing their terms of office at ten years, and providing that two 
additional judges shall be elected at the general election in 1872, aud one 
judge at each general election every two years thereafter. Ratified by 
the people in November, 1872-ayes, 221,143; noes, 15,230. Majority, 
205,913. 

2. Providing that no part of the public school fund shall ever be 
invested in the· stock or bonds or other obligations of any other State, or 
of any county, city, town or corporation ; that the stock of the Bank of 
the State of Missouri, held for school purposes, and all other stocks 
belonging to any school or university fund, shall be sold in such manner 
nnd at such time as the General Assembly shall prescribe ; and the pro
ceeds thereof, aud the proceeds of the sales of any lands or other prop
erty which belong or may hereafter belong to said school fund, may be 
invested in the bonds of the State of :Missouri, or of the United States, 
and that all county school funds shall be loaned upon good and sufficient 

1 Died in Washington City, March S, 1877. 
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unincumbered real estate security, with personal security in addition 
thereto. Ratified by the people in November, 1872-ayes 231,228; noes 
8,197. Majority, 223,031. 

During the afternoon of "Wednesday, .April 24th, 1872, there occurred 
at Gun City, in Cass County, a bloody infraction of the public peace 
growing out of the exasperated feelings of tho people of that county 
again.st certain officials who . were charg~d with complicity in the fraudu
lent issue of railroad bonds, which imposed heavy burdens upon the tax
payers. , Gun City is a sinall station on the line of the Missouri, Kansas 
and Texas Railroad, about midway between Hardsonville and Holden, 
and eleven miles from either pluce. 'Vben the eastern-bound train 
reached Gun City, having on board about thirty passenge~s, among 
whom were James C. Cline, Thomas E. Detro, J. C. Stephenson and 
General Jo. Shelby, the engineer discovered obstructions piled upon 
the track. Th~se were rails, logs and rocks in a sort of breastwork. 
Before the engineer could reverse the engine or whistle "down breaks," 
a murderous volley of bullets nnd shot were poured in and around the 
locomotive. The cab was fairly riddled, but fortunately no one was 
seriously injured. The train came to a stand not far from the barricade, 
where seventy or eighty· armed men, each wearing a mask, rushed to the 
locomotive, nnd with loud oaths and threatening gestures, in which the 
cold muzzles of pistols played a prominent part, compelled the engineer 

·and fireman to hold up their hands and step back into the tank of the 
locomotive, where they were placed under guard while the mob proceeded 
with their murderous work. They at once commenced a terrible fusilade 
into and around the captured train. Loud cries were made for Cline, 
who responded by stepping from the baggage car on to the platform, and 
into :the midst of the yelling multitude, who riddled him with bullets, 
killing him on the spot. They then rushed into the train, breaking in 
the doorl:! nnd smashing in the windows, and, threatening to burn the · 
traiu, pounced into the'cars among the terrified passengers. "Where's 
the bond robbers?" "T~rn out the bond thieves I" they shrie.ked, as 
they rushed into the cars. Perceiving Judge Stephenson, one of the 
county judges who made the issue of the bonds, they shot him clown in 
the car, and dragged him by the hair and collar out into the grass. Mr. 
Detro wns the uext victim. He was fottnd in the mail car and shot anQ. 
sever~ly wounded, and in that condition dragged out and thrown oh ta 
the roadside, where he was allowed to bleed to death. The. gang then 
called for General Joe Shelby, who sat coolly in his seat and replied: 
"Hei·e I am ; if you want me come and get me." They finally concluded 
they did not want him. 
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Stephenson was one of the judges of the late County Court of Cass 
County that made a fraudulent issue of bonds in the name of that 
county. Cline was County Attorney, and was implicated in the swindle, 
while Detro was one of Cline's bondsmen. Both Stephenson and Cline 
had been indicted and were under heavy bonds to answer for the offences 
connected with the bond swindle with which they were charged. 

Governor Brown at once ordered Captain Phelan's Company from 
Kansas City to Cass County, and dispatehed Adjutant-General Albert 
Sigel to the scene of the massacre to gather the facts. A commission, 
consisting of John F. Philips, of Sedalia, and F. M. Cockrell, of 
vVarrensburg, was also authorized by the Governor to visit the county 
for the purpose of uniting all good citizens in support of the Executive 
in enforcing the laws. No further disturbance occurred, and the guilty 
parties were never discovered. 

On August 21st, 1872, the Democratic and Liberal Republican State 
Conventions met in sepamte chambers in the Capitol, and through the 
medium of committees of conference communicated with each other. 
The result of the conferences gave the Democrats one of the two Presi
dential Electors-at-Lnrge, six of the thirteen District Electors, the Gov
ernor, Treasurer, Auditor, Attorney-General, and the four Judges of the 
Supreme Court-"the lion's share"; and the Liberal Republicans the 
Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State and Register of Lands. As 
per arnrngement, each convention, holding sessions separately, made the 
nominations allotted to it, and afterwards the whole ticket was ratified 
amidst the greatest enthusiasm by both conventions in joint meeting. 

There was no lack of excellent material for Governor before the Demo
cratic nominating convention. During the three first ballots the follow
ing gentlemen were voted for: James S. Rollins, of Boone; Joseph L. 
Stephens, of Cooper; Norman J. Colman, of St. Louis; William H. 
Hatch, of Marion; R. P. C. Wilson, of Platte, and John S. Phelps, of 
Greene. First ballot: Rollins, 211; Hatch, 193; Stephens, 173; Phelps, 
172; Colman, 165; vVilson, 82. "\Vhole number of votes cast, 84t5. 
Necessary to a choice, 425. On the fourth ballot, while calling the roll 
of counties was in progress, R.H. Rose, of Jasper, presented the name 
of Silas vYoodson, who was President of the Convention, as a com
promise candidate, and it was received with such enthusiasm that he was 
nominated substantially by acclamation. 

The first session of the x.-..,::vnth General Assembly met on January 1st, 
l 873, and consisted of eleven Republicans, twenty Democrats and 
three Liberals in the Senate, and ninety-two Democrats and thirty-eight 
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Republicans fo the House. Mortimer Mcllhaney, Democrat, of Audrain, 
was elected Speaker of the House, the vote being-Mcllhaney, 60 ; J. B. 
Harper, Republican, of Putnam, 29. Silas Woodson was inaugurated 
Governor, who in his inaugural strongly appealed to the Legisluture to 
sink the partisan in. the patriot, and .to legislate for the highest interests 
of the whole people. He took strong grounds against annual sessions 
of the Legislature, and submitted statisti.:ial tables disclosing the great 
expense attending them. 

More than ordinary interest was exhibited in the election of United 
States Senator to succeed General Blair, whose term expired March 3, 
1873. The Democratic Senatorial Caucus held several sessions before a 
nomination could be effected, the gentlemen voted for being F. P. Blair, 
J..iouis V. Bogy, John S. Phelps, James H. Birch, Thomas L. Anderson, 
James S. Rollins, William B. Napton, George P. Dorris, Thomas C. 
Reynolds, George G. Vest, James 0. Broadhead, Silas Woodson, .A. W. 
Slay hack, William A. Hnll, James Crnig and others. On the seventeenth 
ballot Mr. Bogy was declared the nominee, the vote being-Bogy, 64; 
Blair, 47,1 On the 15th dny of Junuary, the two Houses met in joint 
Convention, anti Mr. Bogy was elected United States Senator for sfa;: 
years, ending March 3, 1879,2 the vote beiug-Bogy, 111; John B. · 
Henderson, 43. 

The Lcgislitture adjourned March 25th, 1873, nnd again met in adjourned 
session on Jnnuary 7, 187 4, adjourning on the 30th of March following. 
Among the laws passed at the 11djonrned session was one to authorize 
a vote of the people to he taken at the· general election in November, 
187 4, for nnd agttinst calling a Convention to revise and amend the Con-
stitution of the State. · 

On .July 4th, 1874, the formal opening to the purposes of its construc
tion of the grent bridge over the Mississippi River at St. Louis was cele
brated with m1exumpled pomp and splendor. It was estimated .that not 
less than one hundred and fifty thousand visitors witnessed the imposing 
ceremonies. 

During the canvass of 1874, the opposition to the Democratic party 
assumed the form and cognomen of the "People's Party," or" Reform 
Party," and at its State Convention, composed chiefly of Republicans, 

1 Mr. :Bogy diecl in St. Louis September 20, 1877, and Governor Phelps appointed 
David H:. Armstrong, of St. Louis, to fill the vacancy. 

2 Mr. :Blair, after his :retirement from the Senate, was appointed by Governor Wood
son, Superintendent of the Insurance Department of the State; and, while an incumbent 
of the office, died in St. Louis, after a protracted illness, on the 9th of July, 1875. 
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held in Jefferson City, September 3d, nominated William Gentry, of 
Pettis, for Governor. 

The Democratic State Convention, which met in Jefferson City on 
August 26th-Willard P. Hall,of Buchanan,President-nominated Charles 
H. Hardin, of Audrain, for Governor, on the fourth ballot, by the 
remarkably small majority of one-sixth of a vote, the ballot being
Hardin, 159 1-6; F. M. Cockrell, of Johnson, 156 1-6. "Whole number 
-of votes cast, 317. Necessary to a choice, 159. This one-sixth of a 
vote was fruitful of great results. It not only made Hardin Governor of 
the State by nominating him in the Democratic convention, but it largely 
-contributed, by defeating Cockrell, in bringing about his nomination by 
the Democratic caucus, the following winter, for United States Senator, 
and his consequent election to that office. 

During the three first ballots for Governor, in the caucus which nomi
nated Hardin, Norman J. Colman, of St. Louis, and M. V. L. Mc
Clelland, of Lafayette, were also voted for. The election occurred on 
November 3d, 187 4, and resulted in the choice of the entire Democratic 
State ticket by a large majority, and of a Legislature consisting of 
twenty-eight Democrats and six Republicans in the Senate, and of ninety
-one Democrats and forty Republicans in the House. 

The proposition to call a Convention to revise the Constitution of the 
State, out of a vote cast for Governor of 2G 1,()70, was carried by only two 
hundred and eighty-three ( 283) majority. An election for delegates to 
the Convention was ordered to take place on January 26th, 1875. 

The xxvruth Genernl Assembly met January 6th, 1875, and the 
House was organized by the election of Banton G. Boone (Democrat), 
of Henry, as Speaker. Charles P. Johnson, Liberal Republican, and 
Li~utenant-Governor, presided over the Senate. On the 12th of January 
Charles H. Hardin was inaugurated Govemor, with the usual for
malities. 

On May 5th, 1875, the Convention to revise the State Constitution 
assembled at the Capitol, the following being the names of members of 
that body, classified politically: 

Democrats--:J. O. Roberts, Henry Boone, E. H. Norton, D. C . .Allen, 
J. L. Fa.rris, J. A. Holliday, J. B. Ha.le, J. H. Shanklin, C. H. Ham
mond, W. Halliburton, H. M. Porter 1, A. M. Alexander, Benjamin R. 
Dysart, John R. Ripley, William :F. Switzler, ,J. F. Rucker, II. C. Lack
land, L. J. Dl'yden, N. C. Hardin, H. V. McKee, Levi vVaguer, Lewis 

1 Mr. Porter having resigned and removed to Helena, Montana, Thomas Sh~ckelford, 
-0£ Howard (D.), ·was elected in his place. 
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F. Cotty, Edward McCabe, William Priest, F. M. Black, William Chris:. 
man, Waldo P. Johnson, E. A. Nickerson, S. R. Crocket, John H. 
Taylor, H. C. "Wal.lace, W. H. Letcher, B. F. Massey, John Ray, C. B. 
McAfee, G. W. Bradfield, John W. Ross, T. W. B. Crews, John Hyer, 
J. H. Maxey, Philip Pipkin, E. V. Conway, J. F. T. Edwardr-s, P. 
Mabrey, N. W. Watkins, G. W. Carlton, L. H. Davis, J. H. Rider, A. 
M. Lay, T. J. Kelly 1, James P. Ross, Wash Adams, J. 0. Broadhead, 
Albert Todd, Joseph Pulitzer, T. T. Gnatt, A. R. Taylor, H.J. Sprauu
horst, N. J. Mortell, H. C. Brockmeyer, James C. Edwards. 

RepubUcans-M. McKellop, T. J. Johnson, C. D. Eitzen, Henry T. 
Mudd, G. H. Shields. 

Libemls-R. W. Fyan, L. Gottschalk. 
Whole number of members, 68. Democrats, 60; Republicans, 6; 

Liberals, 2. 
As the official journal of proceedings has not been published, but is on 

:file in mmrn:;cript in the office of the Secretary of State, it will be quite 
inconvenient, and ·perhaps unnecessary, more than to glance at the action 
of the State Uonveution. 

As the law uuthorfaing its existence provides, the Secretary of State, 
Michael IC McGrath, called the Uot1vention to order and presided until 
a permanent organization was effected. Singularly enough, when uomi
nations for President were in order, no11e were made, there being no 
candidates for that office. Finally the roll was called.and each member 
voted for whom he chose, without prompting or suggestion from any 
somce; and the vote on the first ballot stood: E. H. Norton, 12; Waldo 
P. Johnson, 17; Nathaniel W. Watkins, 13; W. F. Switzler, 10; J. O. 
Broadhead, 7. Total, 59. 

On the sixth ballot Mr. Johnson was elected President, and Nathaniel 
W. Watkins,2 of Scott, was then chosen Vic:e-President by acclamation. 
The Convention proceeded most earnestly to the work before ~t, with the 
view of accomplishing its labors in the most acceptable manner and in 
the shortest possible time. 411 examination of its roll of members and 
of the work they performed will justify the statement that an abler or 
more industrious body of men never assembled in the State. 

A thorough revision of the entire organic law was made, both in Com
mittee and in Convention. Every department of the State Government 
passed ·undet critical review, and many radical changes were made, the 

1 Mr. Kelly having died before the meeting of the Convention, Horace B. Johnson. 
Republican, of Cole, was elected in his stead. 

• Mr. Watkins was a half brother of Henry Clay, and died at his residence in Scott 
County, ;March 20th, 1876, aged 81 years. 
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wisdom of which is now being subjected to the test of actual experience. 
Some of the more important of these changes would be indicated here, 
but the limits of this sketch forbid. They are familiar to every well
informed citizen of the State, and their practical influence on our legis
lation nnd general prosperity will be carefully noted. 

The bill of rights occupied much time, and was a fruitful theme of 
discussion. The subject of representation, a knotty problem in all 
similar bodies in all the States, disclosed wide antagonisms of opinion 
and elicited protracted debate. In the face of all opposition, county 
i;epresentation was maintained. It found a pface in the first Constitution 
of the State, and in all others since adopted by conventions of the people 
of Missouri. The argument that, to a certain extent, it perpetuates the 
representation of sub-divisions of territory, and uot population, did not 
avail to interdict it. New and vitally important provisions were adopted 
in regard to legislative proceedings. Carefully prepared and striugeut 
limitations on the powers of the General Assembly were cngmfted 011 the 
new instrument. Sessions of the Legislature were mado biennial, and 
the gubernatorial term changed from two to foul' years. The formation 
of new counties was made more difficult, pel'haps impossible. The tax
ing and debt-contracting power of the Legislature, and of counties, 
cities, towns and all other municipalities, was hedged about with limita
tions and safeguards. Extra mileage and perquisites to officials were 
laid under embargo. Our system of free public schools, embracing a 
liberal policy for the maintenance of the University of the State, received 
recognition in the article on education. 

The Convention having completed its labors on August 2d, 1875, the 
vote was taken by ayes and noes on the final adoption of the Constitution 
as a whole, and the vote stood-ayes, 60; noes, none; absent, 8. A 

. most remarkable result, and unexampled in the history of Constitutional 
Conventions. 

On October 30th, 18i5, the Constitution was submitted to a vote of 
the people for ratification or rejection, and the vote stood-for the new 
Constitution, 91,:205; against, 14,517. Majority in favor of ratifying 
it, 76,688; and on the 30th of November, 1875, it became the supreme 
law of the State. 

During the latter part of the year 1875 disclosures were made of a 
wicle-spread conspiracy among Unit1::d States revenue officers, distillers 
and others to defraud the Government of its revenue on whiskey. 
Numervus prosecutions followed, which absorbed the public attention for 
months. O. V. Babcock, President Grant's Private Secretary, was 
indicted for complicity in these frauds, tried and acquitted. John A. 
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Joyce, special agent of the Revenue Service, and John· McDonald, Supervisor of Internal Revenue, St. Louis, were convieted and sent to the penitentiary, and subsequently pardoned by the President. 
The Democratic State Convention met in Jefferson City, July 19, 1876, Charles E. Peers, of Warren, President; endorsed the platform and candidates-Tilden and Hendricks-of the National Convention, and the administration of Governor Hardin "as a model one in the history of the State." There were three ballots for candidate for Governor, the last one of which resulted in the choice of John S. Phelps, of Greene, by the following vote: Phelps, 181.g.; George G. Vest, of Pettis, 97z; John A. Hockaday, of Callaway, 19, M. V. L. McClelland, of Lafayette, 14. Whole number of votes, 312. Necessary to a choice, 157. A full State ticket was nominated. 
The Republican Stute Convention assembled at the Capitol on August 9th, 1876, Malcomb McMillan, of Cooper, President. A platform was adopted, and Gustavus A. Finkelnburg, of St. Louis, was nominated for Governor by acclamation. A full State ticket was also presented. 
The entire Democratic ticket was elected, and a Legislature politically classified as follows: Senate-Democrats, 28; Republicans, 6. House -Democrats, 102; Republicans, 41. 
On January 3d, 1877, the :xxrxth General Assembly convened; Henry C. Brockmeyer, of St. Louis, Lieutenant-Governor, President of the Senate. John F. Williams, of Macon, was elected Speaker of the House. Vote·: "Williams, Democrat, iOl; S. P. Twiss, Republican, of Jackson, 38. On Monday, January 8th, John S. Phelps was inaugurated Governor, and in the presence of the two Houses and a large concourse of citizens, delivered his address. 
As this was the first meeting of the Legislature under the new Constitution, its proceedings were of more than ordinary interest and attracted . more than usual attention among the people. On the ninety-ninth day of its session, April 30th, it adjourned sine die. 
Among the most notable events in the State during the year 1877 was the destruction, by fire, early on Wednestlay mornii1g, April 11th, of the Southern Hotel in St. Louis. It was an appalling disaster, rendered doubly so by the fearful destruction, not only of the magnificent building, but of a large number of human lives. In a very short time the hotel was a mass of blackened ruins. A number of people, guests and employes, were burned to death, or, jumping from windows, were dashed to pieces on the sidewalk. It was one of the most frightful disasters in the history of the country, and spread a pall of gloom over the whole West. 
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OLD DUELS. 

1817.-DUEL BETWEEN COLONEL THOMAS H. BENTON AND CHARLES LUCAS. 

A col'respondent, (" T ") writing from Covington, Kentucky, February 8, 1877, 
to the Cincinnati Comrne~·cfal, gives a detailed, apparently correct, and intensely 
interesting account of three of the most bloody due!R that ever occmTed in this 
country, and which gave to the ishmd on which East St. Louis is located its san
guinary title, Bloody Island-a name, however, that is now fast becoming merely 
historicnl. To this paper -we are chiefly indebted for the following history of the 
duel between Colonel Thomas 11. Benton and Charles Lucas. 

Colonel Benton's affrny with General .T ackson, at Nashville, in 1813, and the violent 
personal animosities it engendered-rendering his farther re~idence in Tennessee so 
disagreeable, induced him at the close of his service in the army, in the war of 1812, 
to remove to Missouri. Ile fixed himself in St. Louis and engaged in the practice 
of lnw. He also established a newspaper styled the Enquire1·, wliich he conducted 
with vigor and ability, but with such carelessness in the use of strong language that 
he was frequently led into fierce altercations and disputes, and sometimes into per
sonal encounters. 

Charles Lucas was born near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in 1792, and was conse
quently, ten years the junior of Colonel Benton: His father, Hon. John B. C. Lucas, 
was a native of Normandy, and hacl immigrated to this country, in 1784-, at the in
stance of Dr. Franklin, the American Embassador to France, with whom he had 
formed a personal acquaintance. He was a lawyer of high distinction, and at one 
time represented the Pittsburgh District in Congress. He removed to St. Louis in 
1802, and in 1804 was appointed by President Jefforson Chief Justice of the then 
Territory of Missouri, which he held until 1820. His son Charles was educated at 
Jefferson College, Pennsylvania, where he was graduated in 1811. Upon his return 
to St. Louis, he began the study of law under the instruction of his father, which 
he pursued with great assiduity until the breaking out of the war of 1812, when he 
volunteered in the service of his country, bnt had to retire on account of ill health. 

In the spring of 1814 he was admitted to the bar, and such were his abilities and 
character, that he at once entered upon a large and lucrative practice. In the fall of 
that year be was elected to the Legislature, where his usefulness and prudence 
attracted general observation. So rapid was his rise that, when barely twenty-four 
years of age, he received the appointment of United States Attorney for the District 
of Missouri. This position be held less than a year, when he became involved in 
his fatal difficulty with Colonel Benton. 

The origin of this difficulty may be best explained by the following memorandum 
written on the 11ight preceding their :first meeting, and found among Mr. Lucas' 
papers after his death. It is endorsed: " Origin and State of Differences between 
Thomas rI. Benton and Charles Lucas:" 

31 
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ST. Lours, August 11, 1817, ~ 
9 o'clock at night. ~ 

The causes and differences between Thomas H. Benton and myself are these: 

At the October Court of last year, Mr. Benton and I were t\mployed on adverse sides 

in a case. At the close of the evidence he stated that the eviden<?e being so and so, 

the Court should instruct the jury to find accordingly. I stated rn ~·eply that there 

was no such evidence to my remembrance. He replied, ' I contradict you, sir.' I 

answered, 'I contradict you, sir.' He said, 'If you deny that, you deny the truth.' 

I replied, 'If you assert that, you assert that which is not true.' . He immediately 

sent me a challenge, which I cteclined accepting, for causes stated in my correspon

dence with him. The jury in a few minutes returned a verdict for me, and in 

opposition to his statement. He never even moved for a new trial. Since that time 

we have had no intercourse except on business. 
On the day of the election at St. Louis, 4th of August, 1817, I inquired whether 

he had paid tax in time to entitle him to vote-he was offering his vote at the time. 

He applied vehement, abusive and ungentlemanly langnage to me, I believe some of 

it behind my back, all of which he declined to recant, or to give me any satisfaction 

other than by the greatest extremities. This is the state of the dispute between 

Thos. H. Benton and mvself. I make this declaration that, let things eventuate as 

they may, it may be known how they originated. 
CHARLES LUCAS. 

The reasons of Mr. Lucas for not accepting Colonel Benton's challm1ge, alluded to 

in the above memorandum, are contained in the following letter, superinscribed in 

his own handwriting, which was also found among his papers after his death: ' 

ST. Louis, Sep. 15, 1817. 

Sm: Your note of this afternoon wa5 received. On proper occasions or for 

proper causes I would give you the kind of satisfaction you appear to want; but for 

such causes as the one yon complain of, under all exfoting circnmsta11ces, I would 

not feel justified in placing myself in such a situation as to be under the necessity of 

'taking your life or jeopardizing my own. I will not suffer the free exercise of my 

rights or the performance of my duties at the bar to be with me a subject of private 

dispute; nor will I allow it to others for doing my duty to my clients, mo1:e partic

ularly to you in this case, who macle the first breach of decorum-if one was made. 

You complain of my having given you the lie direct. You have as much rigllt 

to complain of the whole jury, who, on their oaths, found a verdict in direct contra

diction to what you stated to be the evidence. My object was that no misstatement 

of the testimony should be made in the hearing of the jury without being contra

dicted. This was my duty to my client and myself. 
The verdict of the jury jnstiftes the statement I made of the evidence, and I will 

not, for supporting that truth, be in any way bound to give the redresH or satisfaction 

you ask for to any person who may feel wounded by snch .exposure of truth. 
Yours, etc., CHARLES LrCAS. 

Colonel Benton absolutely refusing to retract or apologize for his offensive language 

at the polls, Mr. Lucas, as soon as he could arrange his affairs, sent him a challenge, 

which was accepted. 
The parties met on the 12th day of August, 1817, on Bloody Island. Mr. Lucas 

was attended to the field by Ron. Joshna Barton, (who fell in a duel near the 

same spot, a few years later,) and Colonel Clemson, as seconds, and Dr. Quarles as 

surgeon. Colonel Benton was accompanied by Colonel Luke E. Lawless and Major 

Joshua Pilcher, as seconds, and Dr. B. J. Farrar, as surgeon. The .weapons were 

pistols, and the distance ten paces. At the first exchange of shots Mr. Lucas was 

.severely wounded in the neck, while Colonel Benton's left leg was touched below 

the knee, producing a Rlight contusion, without breaking the skin. Mr. Lucas' injury 

is thns described by his surgeon: 
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"The ball struck obliquely on the left side of the windpipe, in the immediate neighborhood of what is called the thyroid cartilage; it buried itself, and having passed obliquely downwards, came out at about an inch and a quarter from where it entered; in its passage it opened the external jngular vein. As it was my opinion that the wound disabled him from farther fighting with equal advantage, I dissuaded him from acccepting another fire. In this opinion I was afterwards con:firmed, for he fainted soon after getti11g into the boat." 
Colonel Lawless, one of Colonel Benton's seconds, makes the following statement in the Hissouri Gazette of September 5:.6, 1817, which will be found important when 

we come to consider the morality or justifiableness of the subsequent proceedings: 
" When the parties fired I asked by request of Colonel Benton, if Mr. Lucas was satisfied? to which he-answered in the negative. Upon this I was proceeding to i·eload, when Mr. Barton, a second for Mr. Lucas, informed me that it was the opinion -0f Dr. Quarles that the wound which Mr. Lucas had received was more serious than he had at firet imagined, and that he considered it necessary that he should quit the :field. In consequence, I again demanded of Mr. Lucas if he was satisfied, aud if he wished for another ml>etiug with Colonel Benton. To this question he replied that he was satisfied, and that he did uot require a second meeting. Havh1gri:1ported the .answel' to Colonel B1mton, he declared aloud that he was not satisfied, and required that Mr. Lucas should continue to fight or pledge himself to come out again as soon .as his woun<'I. should be in a state to permit him. This promise was accordingly given, and the parties pledged themselves by their seconds to perform it." 
In a letter, addressed by Mr. Barton to Judge Lucas, this statement of Colonel Lawless is confirmed. 

In spite of the severity of his wound and the extreme heat of the weather, with 
skillful surgical attention and careful unrsing, Mr. Lucas soon recovered so far as to partially resume his professioual occupations. On the 22d of AuguAt, feeling 
entirely able to meet Colonel Benton again, he authorized his friend, Mi·. Barton, to 
n~tify him of the fact. I transcribe Mr. Barton's statement: 

" It was agreed on the ground at the first meeting that I should inform the friend of Colonel Benton a.s soon as Mr. Lucas was sufficiently recovered to meet Colonel J3enton again. On Friday, the 22d of August, about 8 o'clock in the morning, I waited on Colonel Lawless for that purpose. Colonel Lawless inquired after Mr. Lucas' health, aud his state of convalescence, to which I replied that he was then sufficiently recovered to meet Colonel Benton. Colonel Lawless asked when we would be ready to go out, to which I answered the next morning, or at whatever time should be thought best. Colonel Lawless then informed me that he was going that day to Herculaneum on important business of his own, a11d should not return before the next Sunday evening or Monday morniug, and meutioned something of Colonel Benton calling in another friend, in case the meetiug took place next morning. I protef.'sed my willingness to postpone it until his return, if Colonel Ilenton waA willing, Oolo11el Lawless not seeming disposed to agree to anything without previous consultation with him. We conversed freely on everything conuectecl with the affair, and particularly on the prospects of :reace resulting from an attempt which had been made a few days before to that end. Colonel Lawless did notknow, at that time, whether his friend would drop it, in the way which had been proposed, but said he (Colonel Lawless) wonld 'make another trial on him.' ·we parted with au understanding, as I thought, that Colonel Benton was to be informed of what had passed, who could theu either withdraw his demand for a second meeting, call in another friend, or wait Colonel Lawless' return. I was surprised at 11ot hearing from them sooner, and afterward asked Colonel Litwless if he had not informed his 1"l'iend, before going to Herculaneum, who told me he had called for that purpose, but did not find him at home. I considered that sufficient notice was given." 
I again quote from the published statement of Colonel Lawless, which I.may here remark is dated September 18, or nine days before the second meetii~g: 
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"The enmest representations of Colonel Be1!to1~ 1 s fricn~1R _nnd hiR c_:iwn gcncrnl 
disposition had considerably weakened those _rnd1gnaut ~cclrn.gs w l11c~, on. tllc
around had imrelledhim to "exact of his antagomst the pronnsc o!" anotlrnr rn tervww. 
His coi1Jer reflection informed him that having woumlerl the i:nnn '':ho ~rn~I clu~l
lanaecl him and who notwithstanding his wound, dcelarecl lmn~elf. satisfrnd, in 
pm;ning J'.llr. Lucas fnrther his co11d_nct would ~s~ume an t~spe~:t ot v:;ugeaucc foe. 
eio-n from his heart, and the sympatlnes and opnno1~s of lns follow-(,ttzens w~ntld 
p1~>bablv be raised agaiust him. On these cons1demt101!s he had alruost dete~·m'.ned 
to withclraw the demand for a second meeting, a1!d h_c. dul 1t0t eonecal thcRc tenlrngs 
from tlww persons with whom he was in the habit of rnterc_onr~o. ~)o!<rnol Bl;11tou, 
in thns vieldiuo· to the entreaties of friendship and to the drntates. of !us ~:om;eiencc, 
did not 1magin~ that he was fnl'liishing a rnea1!s of calm1111y to lw; 5mr;m10R, 01: that 
the motives of his condnct conld possibly be m1sunderstc~rHl. In U1tR Hie:~ ho !orn1d 
himself disappointed, aud was in a very.few days assallo<l by rnpo1·t,s o{ tho tnost 
offensive nature to his feelino·s and reputation. Colonel Bent.on the11 Raw tho 11cces
sitv of disprovino· those repo~·ts either by another moeling- or hy tho explanatio11 or 
~11:. Luc:ts. from ~horn or from whose friends ltc snppoR1id them to have prn1\1~c1led. 
He accorditwlv determined to await the moment when ]\fr. LncaH Rhonl1l be 
sufficiently ret:overed. t? come to the ~elc1; antl _thou give hi tr~ Ill~ opporttuiil.y of' 
justifying or oontrad1ctmg the reports rn cnenlat10n. About thtR t1m'l ]\fr. Earl.on 
callerl on me whether in the capacity of Mr. Ltwas' Recond or not, I c:tn1wt say, a.111l 
in the cours~ of conversation, in reply to a queHtion of mine, iul(H"HH•d we thnt Mr. 
Lucas was sufficient! v recovPred to meet Col. Ben t;ou. 

" At this moment" I was on the point of leaving St. Louis frn· TTercnla.11mun, an<T 
therefore deforrerl conveying the information to Col. Ileutou 1111!.il my return, whleh 
was two da\'s afterward. 

''On my" arrival, I lo.st no time in stating to Col. Benton tl1() co11vnrsat.ion I ha.<l 
with Mr. Bal'ton, and at his request immediately callerl npoa t.111) laliet· g·1,11(.lenm11. 
As I was one of those who was of opinion tliat he Rl10nl<l 1•p)e:.1sn l\fr. Lu1:aH l'rom !lie 
pledge that he had given, I felt considerable regrnt tlmt tlin g'C\lJl'.rOttH i11tenl.io11s or 
my friend should bil affected by rPports wbieli might havn be1m ci1·c11latod wil.houL 
the kuowledge of Mr. Lucus, and considered it, therefore, my dttt.y to l'X('l't 111v><ill" 
in everv wav consistent with the ho11or of Col. Benl.011 to avert :t rcsttlL w0ld.eh. 
would certai"nly p1·ove more or less calamitons. 

''With this view I stated to Mr. Barton the motives whieh hnve <1i.~po14nd no!. 
Benton to release :Mr. Lucas from his p!'omise to rnee(; hi111, an<l tho 1·.:ttrncs t.ha.t .. 
counteracted this disposition. I then proposed that M.t". Lncas shou kl sig-u n d!\cla.r
atiou disavowing the reports in question. '.l'o this proposilion Mr. Ibr(.on as.~olltPd 
antl a der:Iaration to the above efl:e,~t was drawn up a111l aarenil l.o by nR. '1'111; 
declaration, w_hic~ appeared to me sufficiently full, was snbmii.tc1<l to Mr. Cucas, who· 
consen.ted to _sign it.. Col; ~entou, however, did uot co11si1lm· it srdlfoirmtly expli.eit, 
and 1·e3ected 1t. Tlns dec1s1011 appeared to leave uo other itltcrnativo (han a Jll('cl.ilw 
which \Yas accordingly agreed upon by Mr. Barton aud me, a.11d was tlxctl for tCc;. 
morning after the rising of the Superior Court, which was them sit.ti ug . 
. ''It may, perhaps, be necessary to state that on Mr. Bnrtou's suggestion tlrnt the· 

distance should be shortened, I consented on the pa.rt of rnv frieud to anv <liRt:anco 
from ten paces to five, which latter was mentioned by Mr. IJarLou as bcst'caleuh1ted 
to place the p:1rties on equality. 

"Iu this ~it.nation matte.rs. rema~nec1 for three or four days, dnring which time my 
own _retlectron and the opm10n~ ot honorable and sensible men whom I cousultnd, 
con.nuced me that the canse of tl;e quarrel at present being perhaps i<foal, I should 
on;1t. no effort to prevent t.he fat~l consequences of snclt a rncet.ing. In tlteir 
oprn1'?11 th: personal safety ot my fnend was my least cousideratiou as upon sueh 
occas10ns it ever has been. ' 

"With this Yi?w I drew l~P .a. second declaration, more explicit and fnll than the 
former, preclud~ng all poss1b1hty of mistake as to the motives 01• conduct of eithm· 
par~y, and, ~s 1t appeared to me, consistent with the houor of both. Mr. Barton 
havmg ~x~n:med an~ app;·oved of it, obtained from Mi-. Lucas his consent to sign it. 
I, on m! ~a1 t, s_ubnnt.ted 1t to Col.. Benton, and, supported by his other friends, snc
ce~,qed m rnducmg lrnn to accept it. The terms of the declaration are as follows: 

In consequence of reports having reached Colonel Benton of declarations com-



APPENDIX. 485 

fog from me respecting the distance at which I intended to bring Mm at onr next 
meeting, I hereby cleclare that I never saicl anything on that subject with a view of 
its becoming public or of its coming to the knowledge of Colonel Benton, and that I 
ihave never said or insinuated, or causecl to be said or insinuated, that Colonel Benton 
was not disposed and ready to meet me at any distance at any time whatsoever. 

" 'CHAS. LUCAS.' 

" Having now stated the transactions between these gentlemen as accurately as I 
-am able without entering into details of minute particulars, or a report of the 
expressions used by one party or the other-details which might irritate, without 
:answering any useful purpose-I submit the whole to the fellow citizens of Colonel 
Benton, in the perfect pursuasion that if the reports to which I have referred, and 
which have drawn from me this statement, should have produced an impression 
injurious to the reputation of my friend, the facts which I have thus detailed will 
disabuse the public and will convince them that those reports are false and absurd, 
and that the authors of them, whoever they may be, are deserving of the contempt 
.and execration of every man of generosity or sense of honor. 

" L. E. LA WLESB 
" 'ST. Louis, Sept. 18th, 1817 ." 

Colonel Lawless evidently miscalculated the" generous disposition" of his friend, 
<Jolonel BE,nton, for three days after the publication of the above communication, he 
found himself in trusted with the delivery of the following letter to Mr. Lucas: 

ST. Lours, Sept. 23, 1817. 
Sm: ·when I released you from your engagement to return to ihe IRiand, I yielded 

to a feeling of generosity in my own bosom, and to a sentiment of defel'ence to the 
judgment of others. From the reports which now fill the country it would seem that 
yourself and some of your friends have placed my conduct to very different motives. 
The olJject of this is to bring these calumnies to an encl and to give you an oppor
tunity to jnRtify the great expectations which have been excited. Colonel Lawless 
will receive your terms, ancl I expect your distance not to exceed nine feet. 

"T. H. BENTON." 
"To Chas. Luc!1.s, Esq." 

Mr. Lucas was absent attending the Superior Court at Jackson at the date of this 
message, a!l(l clicl not return until two clays afterward. The message was delivered 
<to him within one hour after his return. He resnoncled immediately: 

ST. Lours, Sept. 26th, 1817. 
Sm: I received your note of the 23rd inst. this morning on my arrival from below . 

. Although I am conscious that no respectable man can say that he has heard any of these 
\reports from me, and tlmt I think it more than probable they have been fabricated 
by your own friends than circulated by any who call themselves mine; yet, without 
·even knowing what 1·eports you have heard, I shall give you an opportunity to grat
Hy yom· wishes and the wishes of your news-carriers. My friend, Mr. Barton, has 
full authority to act for me. 

"T. II. Benton, Esq." 
"CH.A,RLES LUCAS." 

The parties met early on the morning following acceptance. The distance finally 
:agreed upon was ten feet. Both fired at nearly the same time, Beuton having a 
barely perceptible advantage in the quickness of his shot. The ball from his pistol 
went through the righl arm of Mr. Lucas aud penetrated his body in the region of 
the heal"t. He :foll, and sho1·tly expired. Colonel Benton escaped unhurt. Mr. Bar
ton, Lucas' second, states that "at the last interview he appeared equally cool and 
deliberate. Both presented and :fired so nearly together that I could not distinguish 
two reports. Others, who stood on the shore state that they heard two echoes. It 
w<i.s remarked that Mr. Lucas raised his weapon in good intention; hence it is to be 
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supposed that the ball of his adversary struck his arm before or at the moment l1is. 
pistol exploded, and destroyed the effect of his shot." 

Benton approached his victim and expressed his sorrow at what bad happened, 
after the etiquette of such occasions, if no better feeling may be supposed, and 
Lucas replied, " Colonel Benton, you have persecuted and murdered me. l do not 
and ean not forgive you." This he repeated, but as his life fast ebbed-for he sur
viverl but a few minutes-perhaps thinking that he must forgive if he expected 
Divine forgiveneRs, he looked at hiR slayer and whispered audibly, "I can forgive 
you; I do forgive you," and extended his hand. A moment more and all was 
over. 

This I believe to be a correct statement, as far as the facts can now be ascertained, 
of this atrocious affair. The conduct of Colonel Benton cannot be justified. Even 
under the code he had no right, after the exchange of shots at the first meeting, and 
while still on the ground, to reverse his relations with his autagmtiRt, and himself 
assume the right of the challenger. He was there to give satisfaction mid 11ot to. 
demand it; nor to exact the promise of another meeting after his chall<>ngo1· had de
clared him£elf satisfied. He forced the second mectil1g against U1e judgmout aud 
ad,ice of his best friends, in defiance of the customs governing Ruch affairs, and in 
spite of every dictate of humanity and of all moral principle; and tliis t.o "juRtify 
the great expectations which had been excited," they growing out of certain un
founded reports, in the millds of a class of people be ought to have despised. Little 
wonder, then, that in after life he was averse to alluding to tho duel, :.tll(l that, pre
vious to his death, he destroyed all the papers in his possessio11 rclati11g to it. 

The action of the seconds on either side is entillccl to the severest; reprehension. 
They :flagrantly violated the rules which it was their business to lwow, nud :fait.ly 
divide the re,;ponsibility of the consequences. Colonel Benton appears to luwe suc
cessfully bullied them all. 

I will conclude with a tribute to the character of Mr. Lucas, from one who knew 
him well, and was perfectly aegnainted with the circumstances of liis untimely tak
ing off~ 

"The courage of Charles Lucas was not an odious compound of invidious ferocity, 
excited by a seuse of' ;;uperiority of skill over his adversal'y, lJolstered up aml stim
ulated by the expectation of occupying a high standing w.ith hi~ co11ti:Hlemtes. It 
was simple, ingenuous. modest. calm and undaunted: even uuder even' posRible 
disadvantage; indeed, it was ;;uch as would have enabled him to perfoi·m for his. 
country the most heroic aets, had he met with the opportnnity. He coul<l 11ot but 
know that at a ten feet distance. rmd with such a skillful adversary, he mi.rnt be shot 
down-he con_ld. not hope anything more than to drag to the grnve with him Ids 
persecutor-Ins miplacable enemy. As Attorlle\' for the United Stutes for this Ter
r!t~JT h.~ was truly a check up('.ll every officer acting thereiu, under the laws of tlie 
Dmtecl btates. Many old practices could not be kept up, continued or overlooked. 
A~ a man his ch::1·tH:ter was too pure and ineproaclmLle; his p1·ospect.R were too· 
fair; a local faction could not preveut the aood people of the territory from appre
ciating his wort!i; from making use of his0 virtues and talents." 

This is his epitaph, as prepared by his father: 

"Charles Lncas, died on the 27th of September, 1817, aged 25 years and 3 davs. 
He was the ornament of his fatlwr's family; he was a precious model Lo his YOU11,;.er 
brm:hers-their ardent friend-their best hope of support when their fatl1er wofi.Id 
be llO more. JOHN B. C. LUCAS." 
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1823.-DUEL BETWEEN THOMAS C. RECTOR AND JOSHUA BARTON. 

In the JYEissouri Republican of June 25, 1823, there appeared a communicati011~ 
signed" Philo," which bore severely upon the official conduct of ·wmiam Rector,. 
Surveyor General of the Territorial District of Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas. 
The editor of the paper remarked: 

"We have inserted the communication signed 'Philo' on the principle that men in 
office are bound to answer to the people for the manner in which they discharge their 

" public duties; and that if charges are made against them from a respeetable aml 
responsible som·ce, aud are couched in decorous terms, the press would defeat the 
object of its institntiou if it refused to permit them to come before the public. Bv 
this conrse the innocent cannot be iujurell. If the charges are untrue, he who utte1:s 
them i8 disgrn<'ed; if they are tme, the pr}ople are interested in knowing it, while 
the party implicated has nothiug to complain of in the development." 

·The complaint of the anonymous correspondent was that the Surveyor General 
indulged in the practice of giviug ont the largest and best contracts for surveying to. 
his family connections and personal frieuds, who sub· let them, ancl, without incur
ring any particular labor, rcRponsibility or risk, were enabled to p0cket considerable
emoluments, to the injmy ai1d demoralization of the public service. These charges 
hall lieen used against Smveyo1' General Rector to prnvent his reappointment to the 
office; and promi11cntly so liy Seuator Barton, of Missouri, when his appointment 
came up for confirmation. 

In later times such objections to an official would be regarded as trivial, but in 
those eiLrly days the imputation was deemed to be dishonorable. On the appearanee 
of tile communication, Mr. Thomas C. Rector, a brother of the Surveyor General, 
called upon the editor and demanded the name of the writer. Joshua Barton, a 
brother of Senator Barton, and at the time United States Attorney for the District 
of Missouri, was given as .the author. Mr. Rector immediately challenged him. 
The result may appropriately be given in the subjoined extract from the editorial 
colnrrms of the Bepublican of July 2, 1823: 

"On Mondtty, 30th ult .. a meetiug took place between ,Joshua Barto11, Esq., Dis
trict Attorney of the Uuitrd 8tat.e~, mid Thomas C. Rector, in collSequence of a 
communication signed ' Philo,' which appeared in last week's paper. The parties 
met at 6 P. ~r., on the island opposite this place. They both fired at the word, when 
Mr. Bart.rm fell mortally woundet1. Mr. Rector escaper! 1mlrnrt. Mr. Barton 
expired on the ground. In him Missouri has lost one of her ablest and worthiest 
citizens." 

Snrveyor General Rector, who had been absent in vVashington City atte11ding to 
his imperiled political and personal interests, reached St. Louis on the day following 
the dnel. On the 2cl of' July, and simultaneously with the above announcement
for it mu~t be borne iu min cl that the Bepublican was only issued as a weekly at that 
time-he issued a card in which the public was informed that circumstances had 
occmred which prevented his replying to the publication over the signature of 
"Philo," and requesting a suspension of opinion until his answer was seen. He 
accompanied this card with a iwtification to the editors that he wonld hold them 
persom1lly respo11sible for any communieatious relating to his official conduct which 
might appear in their columns without the signature of the writer. To this the 
editorial response was, of course, commendably defiant. 

Surveyor General Reetor did not fairly make goocl his promises. In the next 
issue of the Rep-ublican he published a short communication, generally denying the 
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truth of the charges made against him, and presenting, as a complete defense, the 
fact that in spite of these charges he had been reappointed to office, and confirmed. 
This he deemed a sufficient answer to the injurious reports circulated against him, 
and a justification of his brother's call of Mr. Barton to the field. 

In the Republican of July 16, Edward Bates, Esq., a prominent lawyer and citi
zen of St. Louis, and subsequently of National reputation, felt it his duty to reply, 
which he did over his own proper signature: 

"I lose no time,'' said he, "in giving my public pledge to substantiate every 
material statement in the piece signed 'Philo.' I very unwillingly obtrude my 
name upon the public as a uewspaper writer, but the long iutirnacy and more than 
brothel'ly connection between Mr. Barton and me have identified us in the public 
ruind, and caused the people to look to me as the inheritor of his principles and feel
ings for a vindication of his name and character. In this just expectation they shall 
not be disappointed." 

Senator Barton also published a card, in which he said: 
"I now assert before the public that every material allegation in the article signed 

'Philo' is trne, and that I can prove it in any mode of investigation calculated to 
admit the truth in evidence and the production of testimony." 

Mr. Bates redeemed his pledge in the most convincing manner. He showed that 
no less than twelve relatives and connections of Surveyor-General Ilector had 
received from him appointments as deputy surveyors, and had rnb-let contracts at 
enormous profits to themselves. In the year 1822 alone, out of two hundred and 
fifty-four townships surveyed, one hundred and uinety-five were given to his own 
kindred. Among the beneficiaries of this nepotism, if I am not mistaken, was the 
Rector who laid claim to the Hot Springs of Arkansas, the litigatiou as to the title of 
which only recently terminated by a final decision in the United States Supreme 
Court. Mr. Bates concluded his triumphant exposure in the following sensible and 
dignified manner: 

"If Geneml Rector should take offense at what I have written, the courts are 
open to him, and if I have wronged him the laws will afford him a vindictive rem
eCly. If he will venture to take this course, I will justify these statements and prove 
the facts upon him before a jury." · 

Yet, for venturing to utter the actual truth, Joshua Barton sacrificed his life. 
Nemesis was not asleep, however. Thomas C. Rector, if I am correctly informed, 
was killed in a brawl, while his brother, for whose good name he risked his life, 
died in poverty and misery, in Illinois, some years after these occurrences. 

1831.-DGEL BETWEEN THOMAS BIDDLE AND SPENCER PETTIS. 

This doubly tragical event occurred on Frklay, August 27, 1831. Mr. Pettis was a 
Representative in Congress and a candidate for re-election. At that time President 
Jackson was waging his memorable war against the United States Bank. Mr. 
:N"ichoJaq Biddle was at the head of that institution, and in consequence of such rela
tion a very conspicuous iigure in the politics of that day. JI.Ir. Pettis was a sup
po1-ter of the Administration. Iu his canvass of the district (which embraced the 
whole State o.f J\Iissouri), he was severe in his opposition to the bank-a fact which 
it is probable led to the opposition to his election by Major Thomas Biddle, a brother 
of Nicholas Biddle and a Paymaster of the United States .Anny, then stationed in 
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St. Louis, where he had recently married the daughter of a prominent and wealthy 
citizen. During the canvass, an attack was made upon Mr. Pettis by an anonymous 
writer in one of the St. Louis papers (who f'igned himself"Missouri"), in which the 
writer was particularly severe on Mr. Pettis, endeavoring to show that he was unfit 
to represent Missouri in Cong1·ess, ridiculing him in a most extravagant manner; 
comparing him to a "bowl of skimmed milk," a "plate of dried herrings," and mak
ing many other odious comparisons. 

To these attacks, Mr. Pettis replied over his own signature, charging Major Bid
dle with the authorship of the articles. Quoting the disparaging comparisons above 
mentioned, he said that "all that might be true, but had Major Biddle ever given 
any evidence to the world of his manhood?'' '!'his remark greatly offended Majol· 
Biddle, who, although esteemed for his urbanity, lost command of himself, and for
got the dignity of his station aud profession. -Without faking the advice of anyone, 
he formed the resolution to castigate Mr. Pettis with a cowhide. Armed with this 
instrument, he sought that gentleman at his lodgings in the City Hotel, of St. Louis. 
It was very early in the morning. He inquired of a servant to be shown to Mr. 
Pettis' apartments, which was done without any susp.icion as to his motive for call
ing at so unuRnal an hour. He found Mr. Pettis lying on a mattress spread upon 
the piazza adjoining his room, in his night clothes and asleep. Stripping him of his 
covering, he proceeded to administer an unmerciful chastisement. The noise 
aroused >t munber of the guests, who interfered and put a stop to the violence. Ma
jor Biddle retired without having uttered a word. 

The occurrence produced extraordinary excitement. Great sympathy was felt for 
Mr. Pettis, who was personally extremely popular-he was a very young man, and 
was regarded as the rising politician of the State-and besides was at the time in 
feeble health, having recently suffered a bilious attack in which his Jifo was de
·spaired. He took no immediate steps toward redressing the outrage, preferl'ing to 
await the result of the pending election and his full restoration to health. He was 
-chosen by a triumphant majority, the asRault upon him being regarded as political 
rather than personal, and bearing no disgrace with it, the most Christian of his sup
porters feeling satisfied that Major Biddle would be "called out" when the proper 
time came. 

Unfortunately, however, for the memory of Mr. Pettis, immediately preceding 
the election, feeling apprehensive tluit he might be atfaeked by Major Biddle upon 
the street, who was furious at the abuse he was constnntly receiving from a partisan 
press, and vexatiously di8appointed at Mr. Pettis' delay in making the usual demand 
;upon him for the unparalelled affront he had given him, he went before a magis
trate aud procured the arrest of the Major upon a peace-wanant. Both were pres
-ent in Court when the warrant was retumed. Mr. Pettis made some demonstra
tion toward Major Biddle with a pistol, as if to attack him, but was restrained by 
his frienrh. Thereupon he, too, was placed under bo11ds by the magistrate. Dur· 
jug the alter·~ation Major Biclclle remarked that to prevent the recurrence of such 
unseemly sqn:1bblcs, if Mr. Pettis would scud him a challenge he would promptly 
accept it, uotvritlrntauding his bonds. 'l'he challenge was sent on the following day. 

Major Edwarrl Dobyns, of Fulton, Mo., and in 1831 a citizen of St. Louis, well ac
quainted vdth all the pai·ties to the dt1el and the facts relating to it, in a letter to._the 
Cincinnati Coinrnerct'.al, dated Feb. 22, 1877, maintains that this account does Mr. 
Pettis injustice aud offers this correction: 
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It will be remembered that Hon. David Barton, United States Senator from :'.\Iissomi, who was a candi.date fo1· re-election, had just been defeated by Colonel ~.\.lexauder Buckner. Judge Barton, who was an able state.sman and strong s;i1:portcr of )fr. Adams and Mr. Clay, was the -Whig candidate m support of the l:mted States Bank against Mr. Pettis, who was a caudichtte for re-elect10n to Congress. It wa~ all important to the friends of General Jackson that Mr. Ba~·ton should i10t be sent hack to Congt·ess. The attack of Major Biddle npon Mr. PettIS was i~rncle about the Hitil of Jnlv,~and the election was to' take place on the first Moncla.y m August. That being- the ·case, there would lmve been no time, if Mr. Pettis had challenf?ed Major Bir111Je, as he intended to do, aud fallen, to put in his place a man to deteat Judge Barton. . _ , '.l'hc hot1:! at which J.Ir. Pettis was stopping, stood very uear the residence of Colonel 'rl10m:1s H. Benton. At about davfo;ht Mrs. Denton awoke her husband, and a•ked if he dill not hear a 110ise at the 11otel. Mr. Beuton said he did not. Mrs. Benton saicl that she hud he.ml it distinctly, and would not be snrpri~erl if a. ditlicnlt\· had occnn-cd between Mr. Pettis and l\Iajor Bir1c1le. Mr. Benton i111111eclrntely ai·ose, aml went ove1· to the hotel, and found that M1·R. Bentou's surn.1ise was co;·rect. ilfajor Biddle had jn;;t left; Colonel Benton did 11ot rern:;in with. Mt'. ~~ctt1s more than five 1nmutes. The~e facts I leamcd from Colonel henton Jumself; rny Jon"' acqnaintauce with him (ha vino- been for manv vears both personal aud polirkalfriemls) enables lle to say that in that short inte'rview he said to Mr. Pettis: "If you should challenge :Mr. Biddle immediately, as yon wi;:h to do, a1Hl you should ch;uice to fall, the election is so near at hand and the State so large (Missouri being cntrtled to Lut one member), there would not be time to bring ont another candidate and to transmit the news throug-ont the State before the clay of electio11, aucl co11scqucutly )fr. Rwton would be elec1ed. Therefore, have Major Biddle 1trrested, allll take all the facts in the case and have them printed and circulated tlu-oughout the State (\1·hich wa~ done). and after the election is over, then, sir, I leace yon to t:£ndic({fe :1flJIU' ho111Jr fo such 1nanner as yo1i 11wy deem most consistent 'With the p1·inC'iples tftat r1nrer;z ;;entlemen.'' 
J.ir. Pettis relncrnmly Rdopted this course, and on the 8ame day had Major Bitltlle brought befo1·e Jndge Peter Ferguson on a peace·warraut. l ·was pn:sellt nt the trill! and s:iw the p:u-ties in Court, and can say that yonr corre~pondent is mistaken in his statement that ~fr. Pettis made some demonstration t0w11,rd Major I~iddle with a pistol, but was restraiue(l bv his friends. I sat within a tew feet of M1·. Pettis and !i:n-e uo recollection of any (femonstration on the part of Mr. PeLtis. Major llj<.lclle mtinmted that certain s:uisfaction might be U'iven. 
Your correspondent makes the :t~lJo,ving statement, for which there is not the le:ist foundation: "During the altercation Major Bidrlle remarked that, to prevent the recunence of such unseemly squabbles, if Mr. Pettis would send him a challeugn _ he would promptly accept it, notwithstandino- his bonds. '.l'lie challeiwe was sei1t on the fo'.lowi11z dax." The challe1we was ~10t sent on the followilw cfay· nor was ~r . B' 1 ' ' . "' "' ' -' tlJDr l'- «le urnler bonds. It was not sent for nearlv two months afterward~, for tLe rea5ou before stated, of which I shall sav more 11ei·eafter. 

Fergn~on, very reasouably snppo;:.ing, in view of the outrage on J\fr. Peti:e might commit a breach of the peace by attacking :MnJor Biddle, bouml pa1·r1t",.; tu keep the peace. 
)i·:J•H' 0 lh:;nq. say;;: ·• Afterthe election. Mr. Pettis returned to St. Louis, but in a fo1v •!:ly.s went down t•) Ste. GenevieYe. and sne11t so mo W'l<'ks with Dr. Lewis F. Liun (.c:ftei·wa!·ds r;iited Su~te~ Sennt?1-, succe,e~-ing A!exander Buckner). About this lt.iw :\fa_1<Jr B1<ldle l»tt ::-t. Loins ou oflil:ta! busmeRs, as Paymaster of the United ~tar_e;; tniops stationed in th~ !\-es~: wwt to Prairie Dn Chiett to pay off the troops ';t:1t1·n~c'd a.t tlia~ post, arnvrng m St. Louis a few days before lVfr. Pettis returned tr.Hn bte. (T'~l!eneve. 
"Ab,ont ,Aug-mt 18th. more th:1n a month after he met Major Biddle at Jndo-e Fero1~c,e, :\fr. Pettis remmed from Dr. Linn's to St. Louis, stopped at the Uity ~1:~1 tl1e. next _dt;y went up to the reside11ce of Captain Martin '.l'homas, a ; . __ , o_tw:ei',ot the~ u~1e11 ~ta~e;:; ai:n::-. and spent some days with him. He placed b .. u;:"'tf cllldt>1 Caprarn, :i_:homas· tra1urng, he being a gentleman of experience in due:rng·. m1:l on "~ngn:t, :!1st or 22ud (and not on the clay after meetilw Major Bid<lle at tne :\Iag1strate s office, as yonr conespondent says) a ehalleuo·e "was borne by Captain Thomas to Major Biddle from Jl.Ir. Pettis. ' "' 
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"Mr. Biddle, being the challenged party, of course had the right to choose the weapons, and prescribe the distance and time of meeting. The weapons were. pistols, distance five feet and time 3 o'clock P. llr., Friday, Angust 27th, 18;)1. "No obJection whate~er~as urged by Mr. Pettis to the terms. Major Biddle was attended by Major Ben1am111 O'Fallon as second, and Dr. H. Lane as surgeon; ~fr. Pettis by Captain Martin Thomas as second, a11d Dr. L. F. Linn. . "The intelligence of the duel spread through the city, and an immense concourFe· of people lined the river shore opposite the island to witness it. The windows and the tops of the houses in the vicinit.y were crowded with spectators. Owiug to the near sightedness of Major Biddle and the deadly nature of the difficnlty, the distance was :fixed at jive feet! Both parties behaved intrepidly and coolly. When they presented their pistols they overlapped! 
"Both parties stood erect.; Major Biddle's ball passed through the front of Mr. Pettis' abdomen; one inch farther to the front would have missed him. Mr. Pettis' ball struck Major Biddle in the center of the hip, passing in and lodging in the center or the opposite hip. Both were mortally wounded. When assnred of this tact by the surgeons, like Hamlet and Laertes, they exchanged forgiveness, aud were borne from the ground .. Mr. !>ettis died the next _forenoon. He was bnried 011 Suuday, the 29th, nucl old mhab1tauts yet speak of hrs funeral as the largest they ever witnessed. Majot· Biddle survived until the following Sunday at a o'clock A. l\L-the very rooming of the day of Mr. Pettis' burial. He was buried with the honors or wae at Jefferson Barracks. His widow died in 1851. She was possessed of large wealth, and from the period of her husband's death devoted herself and her fortmie to public aud private charities. In her will she left provision for a Widows' aud Iufouts' Asrlmn, a noble benefaction which stands at the corner of Tenth and Biddle st1·cets, in St. Lonie. In the grounds of this institution the remains of herself and husband reposed for many years, and until their removal to the new Catholic Cemetery in the vicinity of that city. On tl10 old monument, which I remember to havevisited in 1864, was this simple but touchhig inscription: 

'PHAY FOl~ THOMAS AND ANN BIDDLE.' 
"Major Biddle had served gallantly in the war of 1812. The annexed tribute to to his memo1·y is to be fouud ill the old records of Jefferson Barracks, under date of' September 4th, 1831: 
"' WHEI~EAS, A recent melancholy event, deeply to be regretted by the whole community, and particularly by members of the army, both ns to its origin and its result, has taken from the army a gitllant and distinguished officer, and from among us au esteemed and respected friend. 
"' ResobJed, ~rhat this meeting deplores the loss of their e~timable feilow soldier, the late Major Thomas Biddle, an officer who distinguished himselt in the field against the enemies of his country, find whose untimely death now calls forth our In·ofoundest regret and i>ympathy. 

" 'Brigadier General H. ATKINSON, President, 
" 'II. i::\llIITH, Captain Sixth Infantry, Secretary.' 

" Mr. George. N. Lynch, the veteran undertaker of St. Louis, who disinterred Major Biddle's remaius, told me that in removing the bones to another coffin, he found the bullet which had cost tile unfortunate gentleman's life. It was lying immediately in rem· of the right groin. He presented it to Captain Hastings, a, relative of Ml1jor Biddle, who still preserves it as a souvenir. T .'' 
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MARQUETTE'S REMAIN8 DISCOVERED. 

THE SITE OF AN OLD JESUIT CHURCH DISCOVERED ON POINT ST. IGNACE, Mrcrr.
BoNES AND OTHER RELICS EXHUMED. 

The Sheboygan (Mich.) Free Press, of May 19th, 1877, publishes the following item, 
which we add as a note to page 149, remarking that its publication in the Free 
Press was made two hundred years, to a day, after Marquette's death: 

"Like wildfire the news spread through the vHlnge this week that the foundation 
-0f the old Jesuit Jlvfo,sion, which was established by .Father Marquette 200 years ago, 
had been discovered on the farm of Mr. David Murray, at Point St. Ignace, and 
that numerous church relics of those days had been unearthed, showing beyoud 
question that this was the place where the mission was ei·ected. Soon after this 
irnws was received, the bulletin at the telegraph office announced the fact that the 
bones of a human being had been found on the grouuds, which were undoubtedly 
the remains of that intrepid missionary, Father Marquette. As the reatlers of the 
early history of Michigan are aware, in 1671 Father Marquette built a log ch:ipcl at 
Point St. Ig·nace, ancl named the station St. Ignatius. After this a church was 
-erected, wl~ich was subsequently deRtroyed by fiee, and all trace of its location was 
lost. Efforts have been made at difiel'ont time8 to discover tho site of tlte old mis
sion, but heretofol'e have been of no avail. On the fann of Ml'. Murray, about 
2UU val'ds from the main road rnnuing through the town, there is a srnall rise of 
_gToui1d covered over with thick underbrnsh, which had not beeu clc;>,re<l n.wny. It 
was here that Mr. Patrick Murray, son of David J\1urrny, one day last week, made 
the important discovery of the location of the old church. The fom1datiou, marked 
by a rise of g-rnuucl somewhat in tho shape of a cross, is clea.rly traced, as well as 
ihe location of the baptismal font and the place where the church treasures were kept. 
As soon as the fhct was made known of' the dihcovery, mauy people g11thcred on 
the gTound, and in the researches tha were made, was found a 11umlH:1· of ancient 
dmrch relics, such as gold pieces, portions of crosses, window-glass, etc. It is rc
J_)Ol'ted also that a cross has been found with ]'atlier Marquette's 11ame upon it. There 
is much excitement at the Point in regard to the matter, and a gnanl is now on duty 
to protect the place from intrusion uutil some detiuite plau of action shall he deter
mined upon by the proner authorities. A mmor fa current, with how much trnt.h 
in it we cannot tell, that large rewards have been offerPd for the discovery of the ol(l 
mission site or of the remains of Father Marquette. History tells UR that ho <lied in 
the vicinity of where now stands the city of Grnnd Rapids, and was tlw.1·0 uuried, 
but that his hones were subsequently taken up and placed i11 a vault in the church 
founded by him at the Point. 'l'he statements in regard to the recent discoveries 
were furnished us by different ones, and we give them as reported. 

Hon. David R. Aichison made a speech in Platte County, Mo., of which the Platte 
Arg1ts, of Nov. 6th, 185-!, gives the followiug report: 

"General -:\.tchison said his mission he1·e to-day was, if possible, to awaken the 
people of tins county to the danger ahead, and to suggest the mem1s to avoid it. 
The people of Kansas, in their first election8, would decide the question whether or 
not the slaveholder was to he excluded, and it depended npou a majol'itv of the 
votes cast at the polls. Now, if a sot of fa11atics and demagogues a thc)uRmid miles 
off could afford to advance their money and exet"t every nerve to abolitionize the 
'.rerritory and oxclur1e the sl>tvcholclers wl1en they have not the least personal inter
est, "\vhat is your duty? ':Vhen )_'OU reside in one day's journey of the Territory, 
and ·when your peace, Y?lll" qmet, and your property depends n1n11 you!' action, 
you can, without an exertion, s0nd five hundred of your vomw men who wi.11 vote 
~11 favor of your ir:stitnt~ous. Sh9uld ea9h county in the ·state"' of Missouri only do 
1ts duty, t~ie q11est10n vYI.11 be ~ec1ded qmetly and peaceably at the ballot-box. If 
we are defeated, then M1~souri and the other Southern States will have shown them
sel YOB recreaut to their interests, and will deserve their fate." 



APPE}.,l)IX. 493 

POPULATION OF MISSOURI. 

The annexed table shows the population of the State, by Counties, and the Coun
ties in esistence at the several periods mentioned: 

117 Population of the State in 1810, 20,845. 

1840 I 1850 I 1860 I 1870 I 1876 

------·-·---1-j--1-
.Adair ................................. ., 2,342: 8,531, 11,4491 13,774 .Andrew ............................... I 9,4331 11,850! 15,1371 14,99:? .Atchison .............................. 11 1,6481 4,6491 8,440( 10,925 Audrain....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,949, 3,5061 8,075[ 12,3071 15,157 Barry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,795 3,4671 7 ,995J 10,373] 11,146 Barton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,8171 5,087! 6,90() Bates .......... 

1 

................ ,. .. . . .. . 3,6691 7,215 15,9601' 17,484 Benton.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,205 5,015 9,072' 11,322
1 11.027 Bol:inger.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 ,3711 8,162 8;848 Boone......... 3,692 8,859 13,561 14,979 19,486 20,765 31,923 Bnchanan...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,237 12,9i5 23,861, 35,109 38,165 Butler......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 1,616 2,89111 4,298 4,363 C!tldwel! .............. .: ... ·:... I,~5~ ~,31~1 5,034 11,390 12,200 Callaway...... 1,791 6,102 ll,1601 13,8211 17,049! 19,202) 25,257 

8:~ctGl~-~1:ci~~~ ... :i,852; .•. 7~430 1 
• •• g",ii59 1~:~~ 1 i~:~~~i 1~~~,1 1~'.~i 

Carroll ........................ 1 2.433 5,441 9,76ll! 17,445 21;518 Carter ......................... 
1 
........ : . . . . . . . . 1,235[ 1,455

1 
1,549 Cass (a)....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,693 6,090. 9,794[ 19,29£ 18/1119 Cedar. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . ..... · t ·...... 3,3611 6,637i 9,474 9.912' Chariton....... 1,426 1,7761 4,746 7,5141 12,562! 19,135! 2s:2n Christian ...................... 

1
........ . . . . . . . . 5,4911 6.7071 1:!1S6 Clark .................... '..... 2,846 5,527 11;6841 J3;6671 5,699 Clay........... . . . . . . . . 5,342

1
· 8,282 10,3321 13,023! 15,564: 15.i320 Clinton........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,724 3,786!' 7,748i 14,f.i63j rn:69S Cole....... . . . . 1,028 3,006 9,286 6,696, 9,6971 W,29t1 14,122 Cooper........ 3,483 6,910 10,484 12,9501 17,356! 20,692j 21.ll.'.>6 Crawford...... . . . . . . . . 1,709 3,561 6,397! 5,823\ 7 .982i 9,391 Dade.... . . . . . . . . . •. . . . ... . . . . . ... . . . 4,246' 7.0721 s:6831 11,08~ Dallas......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,648; 5;392; s;s831 8,073 Daviess........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,736 5,298: 9,600; 14,4!0; 16,5..'W DeKalb........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,075: 5,224!. 9,858! 11~1;)9 Dent .......................................... 1 5,654: 6,357 1 7 .401 Douo-Ias.. . ................•.................. i 2,414j 3,9151 6,461 Dunklin....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,22-0 5,02ti; 5,982: 6.255 Franklin....... 1,928 3,431 7,515 11,0-21: 18,03f~ 3,0981 96,924 Gasconade..... 1,174 1,548 5,330\ 4,996 8,7~7! 1,09~\ 11'.100 (~entry........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,2481. H,980i 11,601 I 12,67$. Green... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,372 12,785 13.186: 21,549, 24,693 Grundy ........................ , ......•. 1, 3,00~.· 7,887i 10,00/j 1:?,215 H l 2 4r 10,626i 14,6351 17 .7 -t:> arrison .....•....................... ·6· 1 .4'0-·;: 9.866'. 17,4()1\ 18,9(...:i Henrv (b)..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,72 1 , <i:. . Hickory .............•......•. , ....... ·! 2,32~: 4.705! 6,4521 5,870 I 3 95 · 6,Mu!, 11.652,: 13 "45 Hoit ....•....•. ···7·3.;i ··io"3i41 .. i3-~081 13'009' 15941j 11;233! 1;:s1s ~~;~~~::::::: .... :.: ..... : .. .1 •... :: . .1 ... ' ! s;169i 4,:218' o,7® 

COUNTIES. 1821 1830 
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POPULATION OF MISSOURI.-CONTINUED. 

COUNTIES. 1821 1830 1840 1850 

Iron .......................................... . 
.Jackson............... 2,822 7,612 14,000 
Jasper......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,223 
.frft'erson.. . . . . 1,838 2,586 4,296 6,928 
,Tohnso11....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,471 7 ,467 
l(11ox.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,894 
L:tdedc........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,MJ8 
J~afayctte ( c) . . 1,340 2,921 6,815 13,6DO 
L:tw1·euce...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,859 
Lewis......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,040 6,.578 
Lincoln........ 1,674 4,060 7,449 9,421 
Linn.... . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . 2,245 4,058 
Liviugst.on.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 'i,325 4,24 7 
:McD011ald..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,23C 
l\lacou.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 ,034 6 ,565 
l\fadisou....... . . . . . . . . 2,371 3,395 6,003 
~'\lades ........................................ . 
Marion..... 1,907 4,839 9,623 12,2BO 
Mercer........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,G91 
Miller. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ,282 3,83.t 
Mibsissippi..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,123 
1\lonitean... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !l,004 
J\Iomoe .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . fJ,505 10,.541 
11outgomcry... 2,032 3,fJOO 4,371 5,.186 
·Morgan........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,407 4,650 
New Madl"id... 2,4-1'1 2,351 4,554 5,541 
Ncwtou ....... 1 •••••••••••••••• 3,7DO 4,268 
Nodaway...... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,11.8 
Oregon ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,432 

g~~~~::::::::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~;~~! 
Pemiscot ..................................... . 
Pe1•ry .. . . . . . . . . 1,5~9 3,371 5,760 7 .215 
Pettis.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,930 .s;l5o 
Phelps......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Pike........... 2,677 6,122 10,646 13,60fJ 
Platte... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,9Vl 16,845 
Polk........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,449 6,186 
Pulaski........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,529 3,998 
Putumn........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,657 
Ralls.......... l,684 4,346 5,670 6,151 
Haudolph...... . .. . . . . . 2,942 7,198 9,439 
Ray. . . . . . . . . . 1,789 2,658 6,553 10,353 
Heyuolds.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,84!) 
Hiplcy......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,8.56 2,830 
St. Clrnrle.; .... · \ 4,058 4,822 7,911 11,454 
St. Cl<tir....... . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,556 
St. Frnucois .... 1 •••••••• 2,386 3,211 4 fJ64 
Ste. <3euevievc. 8,181 2.000 8,148 5,818 
St. Louis (1) •• • 8,lDO 14,909 35,979 104,978 
Sidiue...... .. . 1,L76 2,182 5,258 8,84:3 
Schuy]Pt'................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,287 
Scotl;wd ...... '........ . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,782 
Sc"btt.......... . . • • . . • . 2,136 5,974 8,182 
Shaunou •.....• 1. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.199 

1860 

5,842 
22,896 
6,883 

10,3-14 
14,644 
8,727 
5,182 

20,098 
8;846 

12,286 
14,210 
(),112 
7, 1117 
4,038 

14,8,16 
5,664 
4,901 

18,888 
9,:lOO 
6,812 
4 859' 

10' 124 
14>85 
9,718 
8,202 
5,G54 
9,319 
5,252 
3,009 
7,879 
2,447 
2,962 
9,128 
9,392 
.5,714 

18,417 
18,350 

9,09.5 
3,835 
9,207 
8,592 

11,407 
14,092 

3,173 
3,747 

lfi,523 
6,812 
4,249 
8,029 

190,524 
14,699 

6,097 
8,873 
5,247 
2 284 

1870 

G,278 
55,041 
14,928 
lli,380 
24,648 
10,974 
H,380 

22,628 
1B,OG7 
15,114 
15,960 
15,DOO 
lG,730 
5,226 

23,2il0 
5,8cJ\) 
5,!HG 

23,780 
11,557 

G,6lli 
4,D82 

11,375 
17, 149 
10,405 
8,434 
G,857 

12,821 
14,751 
:1,287 

l0,7rJ:3 
s,:rn3 
'J (Vi9 
9;877 

18,706 
10,506 
2~l,077 
17 ,352 
12,445 
4,714 

11,217 
10,510 
15,908 
18,700 

3,756 
3,175 

21,304 
G,747 
9,742 
8,884 

351,189 
21,672 

8,820 
10,670 
5,:317 
2. 339 

1876 

6,628 
54,045 
29,384 
16,186 
22,H71 
12,678 

9,845 
22,2()<! 
18,0.54 
16,320 
16,858 
18,110 
18,074 
6,072 

25,028 
8,7fi0 
6,4BO 

22,794 
Ul,3!!:3 
8,52H 
7,498 

13,'084 
.17,751 
H,418 

!J ,529 
fi,678 

16,875 
2:3,508 

4,469 
11,200 
4,579 
2 573 

11;189 
2:1,167 

9,f!l9 
22,828 
15,!!48 
rn ,w7 
0;157 

12,641 
H,997 

19,173 
18,394 

4,716 
3,913 

21,821 
11,242 
11,G2l 
2,409 

538 507 
27'.087 

9,881 
12,030 
5,312 
3 234 
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POPULATION OF MISSOURI.-CONTINUED. 

COUNTIES. 1821 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1876 

'Shelby ..... ~ ·------......... . .. ..... -S,056 4,253 7,301 10,119 --13,243 
8toddard ...... ........ ... .. .. . 3,153 4,277 7,877 8,535 10,883 
Stone: ....... ........ . .. ..... . ........ .. ....... 2,400 3,253 3.544' 
Sullivan ....... . .. .. .. . ........ . .... . . 2,983 9,198 11,907 14;038 
'.faney ......... ........ ... . ... . 3,264 4,373 3,576 4,407 5,124 
Texas ......... . ... .. ... .......... . ....... 2,313 6,067 9,618 10,287 
Vernon ........ ........ ... . .. ... . . . . . . .. .. . . . .. . .... . 4,850 11,247 14,419 
\Vurren ........ ........ .... . . ..... 4,253 5,860 8,339 9,637 10,321 
\Vashington .... 3,741 6,779 7,213 8,811 9,723 11,719 13,100 
'Wayne ........ 1,614 3,254 3,403 5,518 5,629 6,068 7,006 
"\Veb8te1· ....... ......... ..... ..... .. ······· ......... 7,099 10,434 10,684 
"\Vorth ......... .......... .. . . ... . .. .... . .. . ... . .. . ..... .. 5,004 7,164 
Wright ........ ......... . . . ....... .. ... . .. .... 3,387 4,508 5,684 7,424 

Total ........ 70,647 1-10,304 388,702 682,043\ 1,182,012 1,721,295 2,085,537 
(a.) Fil'st callc I YanBuren. (b) FirAt called Rives. (c) First called Lillar(1. 
l '.!'he cen•us of St J,ouis for 187B was not t.aken on account of the insutliciency of the pay allowed for the work. lmt <'Rtimating- the population ot' the city on the basis of the directory of 1876 and adding the population of the county the same as it was in 1870, the population of the city and county would be 58~ 1507, making t11e total population of the :State 2,085,537. · 

COUN'rIES-WHEN ORGANIZED. 

COUNTIES. DATE OF ORGANIZA
TION. 

Adair ............ ,January 2D, 1841. 
Andrew ...•...... January 29, 1841. 
Atchison .......... January 14, 1845. 
Audrain .......... December 17, 1836. 
Ban·y ............ January 5, 1835. 
Barton ............ Decer,nber 12, 1855. 
Bates ............. ,January 29, 1841. 
Ben~o11 .......... -1J anuary 3, 1~35. · 
Bollinger ......... March 1, 1801. 
Boone ............ November rn, 1820. 
Buchanan ........ February 10, 1839. 
Butler ............ February 27, 1849. 
Caldwell ......... December 26, 1836. 
Callaway .......•. November 25, 1820. 
Camden(') ....... January 29, 1841. 
Cape Girardeau(') October 1, 1812. 
Canoll ........... Jan nary 3, 1833. 
Carter ............ March IO, 1859. 
Cass (s) .......... September 14, 1885. 
Cedar........ . .. l!'ebruary 14, 1845. 
Chariton .......... November 16, 1820. 
Christian........ March 8, 1860. 
Clark . . . . . . . . ... December 15, 1818. 
Clay .............. January 2, 1822. 
Clinton ........... January 15, 1833. 
Cole .............. November 16, 1820. 
Cooper ....•...... December 17, 1818. 
Crawford ......... January 23, 1829. 
Dade ••.••••••••.. !January 291 1841. 

CO UN.TIES. 
DATE OJ<' ORGANIZA

TTON. 

Dallas (4).. • • • • • December 10, 1844. 
Daviess .......... December 29, 1836. 
DeKalb..... . .. February 2,5, 1845. 
Dent .............. February 10, 1851. 
Douglas ........... October 19, 1857. 
Dunklin ......... February 14, 1845. 
Franklin ......... December 11, 1818. 
Gasconade ........ November 2.5, 1820. 
Gentry ........... February 12, 1841. 
Greene ........... 

1

January 2, 1833. 
Grundy .•........ January 2, 1843. 
Han:iso1: ........ ·I February ,14, 18~5. 
Hemy () ......... December 13, 1834. 
Hickory .......... jFebruary 14, 1845. 
Holt ............. ·]February 15, 1841. 
Howard .......... January 23, 1816. 
Howell ........... March 2, 1857. 
Iron .....•........ February 17, 1857. 
Jackson .......... December 15, 1826. 
Jasper ............ January 29, 1841. 
,JeJferson ......... December 8, 1818. 
,Jolmson .......... December 13, 1834. 
Knox ............ February 14, 1845. 
Laclede .......... February 24, 1840. 
Lafayette (6) •••••• November 16, 18:l0. 
Lawrence ........ February 25, 1845. 
LewiR ............ January 2, 1883. 
Lincoln ........... December 14, 1818. 
Li1111 ............. January 7, 1837. 
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COUNTIES-WHEN ORGANIZED.-CONTINUED. 

COUNTIES. 
DATE UF ORUANIZA

TION. 

Livingston ....... January 6, 1837. 
McDonald ........ March 3, 1849. 
Macon ....•...... January 6, 1837. 
. Madison......... December 14, 1818. 
}ilaries ........... March 2, 1855. 
"Marion ........... December 23. 1826. 
JY!ercer ........... February 14,.1845. 
Miller. . . . . . ..... February 6, 1837. 
:Mississippi ....... February 14, 1845. 
JY!oniteuu ......... February 14, 1845. 
}.fonroe .........• January 6, 1831. 
Montgomery ..... December 14, 1818. 
Morgttn .......... January 5, 1833. 
New Madrid (") ... October 1, 1812. 
Newton ..•....... December 31, 1838. 
Nodaway ......... February 14, 1845. 
Oregon. . . . . . . . . February 14, 1845. 
Osage ............ January 29, 18·H. 
Ozurk .....••..... Januury 29, 1841. 
Pemiscot .•....... February 19, 1861. 
Perry ............ ~ovember 16, 1820. 
Pettis ............ January 2o, 1833. 
Phelps ........... November 13, 1857. 
Pike ............. December 14, 1818. 
Platte ............ December 31, 1838. 
Polk ............. March 13, 1835. 
Pulaski. .......... December 15, 1818. 
Putuam .......... February 28, 1845. 

COUNTIES. DATE OJ;' ORGANIZA
TION. 

-Ralls ............. November 16, 1820. 
Randolph ........ January 22, 1829. 
Ray .............. November 16, 1820. 
Reynolds ......... February 25, 1845 • 
Ripley ........... January 5, 1833. 
St. Charles (2) •••• October 1, 1812. 
St. Clair .......... January 29, 1841. 
St. Francois ..•... December 19, 1821. 
Ste. Genevieve (2) October 1, 1812. 
St. Louis(') ...... October 1, 1812. 
Saline........... November 25, 1820. 
Schuyler ......... February 14, 1845. 
Scotland ......... January 29, 1841. 
Scott ............. December 28, 1821. 
Shannon ......... January 29, 1841. 
Shelby ........... January 2, 1835. 
Stoddard ......... January 2, 1835. 
Stone ............ February 10, 1851. 
Sullivan .......... February 16, 1845. 
Taney ............ January 16, 1837. 
Texas ............ February 14, 1835. 
Vernon ........... February 17, 1851. 
Warren .......... January 5, 1833. 
Washington ...... August 21, 1813. 
·wayne ........... December 11, 1818. 
Webster .......... March 3, 1855. 
Wo_rth .......... ·jFebruary 8, 1861. 
Wright. .......... January 29, 1841. 

(1) First named Kinderhook; changed to Camden, February 23, 1843. (2) One of the original Districts; 
organized as a county on the day mentioned by proclamation of Governor Clark. (a) First name<! Van 
Buren; changed to Vass February 19, 1849. (<) Firstnametl Niargua; changed to Dallas Decemher 10, 
1844. (5) First named Rives; changed to Henry February 15, 18!1. (6) First named Lilla1·d; changed te> 
Latltyette in 1834.. 
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CHAPTER I. 

GEOLOGY. 

The stratified rocks of Missouri belong to the following divisions : 
I-QUATERNARY; II--;-TERTIARY; III-CRETACEOUS(?); IV-CAR

BONIFEROUS; V-DEVONIAN; VI-SILURIAN; VII-Azore. 
The rocks of theee divisions will be examined in their order from the 

top, down. 
I-Quaternary.-vVhen it is remembered that these formations con

tained the eutil'e geological record of all the cycles from the end of the 
Tertiary period to the present time, and that their economical value is 
grea~er than that of all the other formations combined, I shall need no 
apology for entering somewhat into details in recording the phenomena 
they present. 

The Quaternary or Post Tertiary system comprises the Drift and all 
the deposits above it-all the strnta included in the Alluvium and Dilu
vium of former authors. There are, within this period, four distinct and 
well marked formations in this State, which we have thus named in the 
order of their stratigraphical position : 

ALLUVIUM, 30 foet thick; BoTTmI PRAIRIE, 35 feet thick; BLUFF, 200 
feet thick; DRIFT, 155 feet thick. All of the latest deposits-all that 
have been formed since the present order of things commenced upon our 
continent-are included in the 

ALLUVIUM.-The deposits observed in the State, bel,onging to this 
formation, are, Soils, Pebbles cmd Band, Olays, Vegetable Mold or 
Humus, Bog Iron Ore, Calcareous Tufa, Stalactites and Stalagmites and 
Marls. 

Soils are a well known mixture of various comminuted ana decom
posed mineral substances, combined and miugled with decayed vegetable 
and animal remains, all comprising those ingredients peculiarly adapted 
to the nourishment of the vegetable kingdom. But the soils of Missouri 
are made up by the mingling of orgauic matter with the cornminuted 
marls, clays and sands of the Quaternary Deposits, which cover nearly 
all parts of the State with a vast abundance of the very best materials 
for their rapid formation. Hence the soils of the State are very deep 
and wonderfully productive, save in those limited localities where the 
materials of the Quaternary Strata are unusually coarse, or entirely 
wanting. 
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Pebbles and Sand. Many of our streams abound in water-worn, 
pebbles, which constitute their beds, aud form bars along their margins 
and across their channels. These pebbles were derived from tho drift 
and the harder portions of the adjacent rocks. They vary in size 
according to the transporting power of the streams in which thoy are 
found. 

The economical value of these pebbles for roads and streets, and the 
obstruction they often present to navigation, as in the Osngo, give them 
unusual importance in our geology. The Osage, Gasconade, Niangua, 
Marais Des Cygnes, Sac and Spring Rivers of the South, un<l the Salt, 
South and North Fabius and Chariton of the North, nll furni:-;h good and 
abundant examples of those deposits which have been formed hy the 
action of those streams. 

Sand is the most abundant material in the alluvial bottoms of the great 
rivers in the State. Vast quantities of it are constantly honw along by 
the irresistible current of the Missouri. Its whirling, rolling, tmhulent 
waters form of it extensive bars in incredibly short period:-;, whiuh they 
again wear away, often still more rapidly than they were form(ld. These 
sand-bars, so common in this stream, frequently extend along its bed 
several miles, with a breadth varying from one to five or six fur.long,,, 
and limited in thickness only hy the depth of tho water. A slight fall 
in the river leaves these vai:;t sund-heds dry, when their snd:wos ni·c soon 
covered by a growth of weeds, interspersed with young willows, cotton
wood and sycamores. The fickle stream, however, seldom loavPs these 
sand-beds to a long repose, but returns to its old channel hy a rapid 
removal of their loose materials. 

At high stages of water, both the Missouri and Mississippi overflow 
their low bottoms, and leave depo::iits of a grayish-brown, or a gmyish
yellow sand, similar to that in the sand-bars mentioned above. The 

· thickness of these beds depends upon the height and continuance of 
the overflowing waters, varying from a mere perceptible stratum to 
several feet. 

Clays. These are dark bluish-gray, argillaceous strata, rendered 
more or less impure by fine silicious, calcareous and decomposed organic 
matter. \Vhen the floods of the Mississippi and the Missouri suh:,;i<le, 
lagoons, sloughs, and lakes are left full of turbid water. The co:1rscr 
materials soon settle into a stratum of sand, hut the finer particles more 
gradually subside, and form the silico-caleareous clays of their alluvial 
bottom. Thus, after each flood, new strata of sand au<l clay are 
deposited, until the lakes and sloughs are silted up. 
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Then to sustain vegetable life, the decay of the annual growth, and 
of the foreign matter which falls or floats into these waters, forms a 
stratum of humus over the beds of clay and sand previously deposited 
by the floods and still waters ; and each succeeding crop of vegetabk 
matter gives another stratum of humus. In time, these shallow waters 
became mere marshes, where a rank vegetation rapidly formed thick 
beds of vegetable mold, for the support of the magnificent forests which 
now occupy the sites of those ancient lakes and sloughs. Such is the 
structure of the vast alluvial plains bordering the Missouri and 
Mississippi Rivers. 

The bottom of the Missouri, from the Iowa line to its mouth, presents 
an area of 3,500 square miles; about 2,000 square miles may be set 
down as alluvium, while the river, "bottom prairies" and lakes, occupy 
the remainder. The Mississippi bottom in Missouri, occupies about 4,300 
square miles. Thus the alluvial bottoms of our two great rivers alone, 
give some 4,000,000 acres of land based upon these strata of sands, 
clays, marls and humus. And the quan,tity is constantly increasing by the 
silting up of the sloughs and lakes, as above described. The soil formed 
upon these alluvial beds is deep, light and rich almost beyond comparison. 

BOTTOM PRAIRIE. -This important formation, in many respects, 
rese~bles that of the alluvial bottoms above described, with which 
it has usually been confounded hy geologists; though agriculturists 
have made a distinction. There are, however, important differeuces: 
1st. The stratification in the prairie is much more unifol'm, and more 
regularly extended over wide areas. 2d. In the prairie formation, the 
strata are not so distinct, nor are they so purely silicious or argillaceous. 
3cl. It was evidently formed by agencies operating over the entire 
bottoms, whose action was more uniform and quiet, and continued 
uninterrupted through longer periods than those now forming the alluvial 
deposits in. the same bottoms. 4th. Where these two formations meet, 
one can usually trace ont the line of demarcation. Either the strata 
of the prairie pass under those of the alluvium, or are cut off and 
replaced by them. 5th. The alluvial bottom is continually increased at 
the expense of the prairie, through the action of the rivers. The current 
is constantly cutting away the prairie, forming new channels, and filling 
up the old ones with drift and silt. 6th. No causes now in operation 
could, nt the presci1t level of the country, produce a formation of 'such 
extent and uniform structure as the bottom prairie. Several facts show 
it to he distinct from, and newer than, the bluff. Its composition, 
structure and position, are entirely different, and in many places the 
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bottom prame rests non-conformally upon the bluff, as at St. Joseph, 
and the mouth of the Big Nemaha. 

This formation, like the last, is made up of sands, clays, vegetable 
mold, variously interstratified. The sand in the upper part is fine and 
yellowish-brown, like that of the Missouri i:;and bars ; but the lower beds 
;re more purely silicious. The clays are usually dark, bluish-brown and 
marly, with more or less sand and humus intermingled. The humus or 
vegetable mold has a brownish or black color; when wet it is somewhat 
plastic, and slightly tenacious; when dry, it is brittle, nud breaks into 
angular fragments, and can be easily reduced to an inpalpable powder. 
These beds of humus were evidently forruecl by the growth and decay 
of plants in the localities where they me found. This formation is 
confined to the bottoms of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers, uncl is 
more abundant and better characterized on the former. The bottom 
prairie is about half as extensive as the alluvial bottoms ahovc described, 
nnd sustains a soil of equal fertility. This estimate will give mi about 
1,500,000 acres of these vastly rich savannas, all prepared by nature for 
the plow. Their agricultural capacities are scarcely inferior to auy lauds 
in the world. The organic remains of the bottom prairie, arc numerous 
and well preserved. All the shells of the bluff, save the IIelicina occidta, 
have been found in it. The remains of the mastodon have been foulld 
in it; and many trees and other plants, all of living species. 

The scenery in the alluvial bottom and the bottom prnirie is well 
represented in Section 2 and Plate 12 of my Geological Report. 

BLuFF.-This formation rests upon the drift, as is obvious whenever 
the two formations are well developed. In many places, as at St. Joseph 
and at the mouth of the Big Nemaha,' it is seen clipping bon<•:ith tho 
beds of the bottom prairie. The bluff formation rests upon tho 
ridges and river hluff.'l, and descends nlong their slopes to tho lowest 
vallevs. Thus, while the bottom r)rairie occupies a biO'hcr O'eolo<rical .J 

b b b horizon, the bluff is usually several hundred feet above it in the topo-
graphical. This formation, when well developed, usually presents a fine 
pulverulent, obsoletely stratified mass of light-grayish buff, silicions and 
slightly indurated marl. Its color is usually variegated with deeper 
brown stains of oxide of iron. The bluff above St. ,Joseph exhibits an 
exposure of it 140 feet thick, presenting its usual characteristic foatmes. 
"\Vhen but sparingly developed, it generally heeomes more argillacoons, 
nnd assumes a deeper brown or red color, as on tho railroad south of 
Palmyra, where it is a dark-red tinged with purple. In some places tho 
ferruginous and calcareous matter increases, and we find concretions of 
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marl and iron-stone, either disseminated through or arranged in hori
zontal belts. At other places, it has more arenaceous matter, and is 
much more decidedly stratified. 

So far as my own observations extend, this formation caps all the 
bluffs of the Missouri, from Fort Union to its mouth, and those of the 
Mississippi from Dubuque to the mouth of the Ohio. Iti. forms the 
upper stratum beneath the soil of all the high lands, both timber and 
prairie, of all the connties north of the Osage and Missouri, and also 
St. Louis and the other Mississippi counties 011 the south. 

Its greatest development in this State, is in the counties on the Mis
souri river from the Iowa line to Boonville; but thence to St. Louis it 
is not so thick. In some places it is 200 feet thick:. At St. Joseph it is 
140; at Boonville, 100; 1md at St. Louis, in St. George's Quarry, and 
the Big Mound, it was abo~tt 50 feet; while its greatest observed thick
ness in Marion County was only 30 feet. 

The fossils of the bluff are very numerous and interesting. I have 
collected from it, of the Mammalia, two teeth of the JJJleplias p1·imigeniits, 
one of the Mastodon, the jaw bone of the Oast01· fiber Americana, a 
molar of a Bi.~on latifi·ons, Md the incisor of a Squfr'rel; of the .1..711.ol
lusca, seventeen species of the genus llelix, eight of Limnea, eight of 
Pliysa, three of Pupa, four Planm·bis, six Succinnea, and one each of 
the genera Valvata, Amnicola, IIelicina, and Oyolas, besides some 
others uot determined. 

These laoustrine, fluviatile, ampliibious and land species indicate a 
deposit formed in a fresh water lake, surrounded by hmd and fed by rivers. 

I have been thus minute in my extm.1.iuations of the bluff, the bottom 
ptairie, and the alluvial formations, both on account of their vast impor
tanee to our ngL"iculturnl interests. nnd the comparative little attention 
geologists have given to them. It is to this formation that the central 
Mississippi and southern Missouri valleys owe their pre-eminence in 
agriculture. "Where it is best developed in western Missouri, the soil is 
inferior to 11one in the country. 

The scenery presented by the bluff formation is at once unique and 
beautiful, and gives character to nearly all the best landscapes on the 
!Jower Missouri. 

DRIFT.-'rhis formation lies directly beneath the bluff, and rests upon 
the various members of the Palreozoic series, as they successively come 
to the surface. In this formation there appear three distinct deposits:

AUered D~·ift, af:I it may be called, frequently appears in the banks of 
the Missouri river. These strata of sand and pebbles seem to be the 
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.finer materials of the drift, removed and re-arranged by aqueous agencies 
subsequent to the Drift period, and prior to the formation of the bluff. 
The pebbles are from all the varieties of rocks found in the true drift, 
but are comparatively small. 

The Boulder formation, as it was left distributed by those powerful 
and widely extended agencies, which formed that deposit of the northern 
hemisphere. It is a heterogeneous stratum of sand, gravel and boulders, 
a11 water-worn fragments of the older rocks. A large part is from the 
Igneous and Metamorphic rocks, in place at the north, and the remainder 
from the Palreozoic strata, upon which they rest. The Metamorphic and 
Igneous rocks must have come from the northern localities of those 
strata, the nearest of which is on the St. Peter's River, about three 
hundred miles north of St. Joseph. But the Palreozoic fragments are 
usually from localities near where they rest, as shown by the fossils they 
contain, and are as completely i·ounded as those from more distant points. 

Some of these beds, as in St. Louis County, contain scarcely any 
pebbles from foreign rocks; but nearly all are rounded portions of the 
underlying strata. The largest boulders observed in Missouri are five or 
six feet in diameter. They are usually granite and Metamorphic sand
stone. 

Boulder Olay.-::-ln northern Missouri, the Boulder formation just 
described often rests upon a bed of bluish or brown sanely clay, through 
which pebbles of various sizes, are disseminated in greater or less 
abundance. In some localities this deposit becomes a pure white pipe
clay. 

The Altered Drift has been observell more frequently in the north
western part of the State, and is often twenty-five or thirty feet thick. 
The Boulder formation abounds in all parts of the State north of the 
Missouri. Its thickness is very variable, from one to forty-five feet. 
Its development is greater, the boulders larger, and those of a foreign 
origin more numerous, towards the north. Its thickness varies from one 
to fifty feet. The Boulder cfay is also most abundant in the northern part 
of the State, and is, in some places, more than one hundred feet thick. 

I have seen no fossils in this deposit, save a few logs in the Altered 
Drift of the Missouri. Some of these are still sound, and burn quite 
well when dry, as we have proved by building our camp fires with them 
on several occasions. There are other deposits, particularly in the 
middle and southern parts of the State, which are not genuine drift; 
and yet they hear a greater resemblance to that than to any other for
mation, and occupy precisely the same stratigraphical position. 
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II.-Tertiary.-There is a formation made up of clays, shales, iron 
ores, sandstone, and a variety of fine and coarse sands, extending 
along the bluffs, and skirting the bottoms, from Commerce, in Scott 
County, westward to Stoddard, and thence south to the Chalk Bluffs in 
Arkansas. 

The fron ore of these beds is very abundant, and exceedingly valuable. 
The Spathic ore has been found in no other locality in south-eastern 
Missouri, so that the large quantity and excellent quality of these beds 
will render them very valuable for the various purposes to which this ore 
is peculiarly adapted. 

The white sand of these beds will be very valuable for glass-making, 
and for the composition of mortars and cements. The clays are well 
adapted to the manufature of pottery and stoneware. 

III.-Cretaceous. (?)-Beneath the Tertiary beds above described 
in the bluffs of the Mississippi above Commerce, the following strata 
were observed: No. 1, 13 feet, argillaceous variegated sandstone. No. 2, 
20 feet, soft bluish-brown sanely slate, containing large quantities of 
iron pyrites. No. 3, 25 feet, whitish-brown impure sandstone, banded 
with purple and pink. No. 4, 45 feet slate, like No. 2. No. 5, 45 feet, 
fine white silicious clay, interstratifiecl with white flint more or less 
spotted, and banded with pink and purple. No. 6, 10 feet, purple, red 
and blue clays. The entire thickness is 158 feet. 

These beds are very much disturbed, fractured, upheaved and tilted, 
so as to form various faults and axes, anticlinal and synclinal; while the 
strata above described as Tertiary, are in their natural position, and rest 
nonformably upon these beds. 

We have no clue to the age of these rocks., save that they are older 
than the Tertiary beds above, and newer than the Trenton limestone 
below. They somewhat resemble some Crefoceous beds found in several 
places on this part of the continent ; and these facts have led me to the 
inquiry, whether they are Cretaceous. Our future investigation may show 
their true position. 

We have observed no fossils in these rocks. 
IV .-Carboniferous -This system presents two important divisions : 

UPPER CARBONIFEROUS, or Ooal-.L11easures; LOWER CARBONIFEROUS, or 
Mountain Lirnestone. 

The COAL-MEASURES are made up of numerous strata of sandstone, 
limestone, shales, clays, marls, spathic iron ores and coals. We have 
observed about 2,000 feet of these coal-measures, containing numerous 
beds of iron ore, and at least eight or ten beds of good workable coal. 
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These rocks, with the accompanying beds of coal and iron, cover an. 
area of more thm twenty-seven thousand square m1les in Missonri. 1 

The geological map, accompanying, shows the division between the 
. great body of the coal-measures, on the north-west, from the older rocks 
on the north-east. Besides the large body of coal-mmtsurcs on the 
north-east side of this line, there are extensive beds in Cole, Moniteau, 
St. Charles, St. Louis and Callaway Counties. The common bitumitwus 
and cannel coals are the only varieties of this mineral observed. These 
exist in vast quantities-one might almost say inexhaustible. 

The fossils are numerous and interesting. So far as our ohscrvations 
extend in Missouri, the Fusulina cylind1·ica, Spirifer cam.m·atu.'I, S.plano
convexa, S. hemplicata, S. Iientuclcensi.~, P1·o<lw:tu.~ «plenllens, .J>. 
<£quicostatus, P. Neb1·ascencis, P. Wabashensis, P. Oalllounianu8, Ulwne.
tesrnesoloba, 0. Parva, O. Smitlti, Myalina subqncu.lmtlt, Allm·i':m1.a 
1·egularis, A. terminalis, Leda arata, .Pleurot01nai·ia .<1pl1aJi·ulata, Oam
pophyllurn torquium, and Oliretetes millepo1·aceu.~ arc confined to n.nd very 
characteristic of the coal-measures. The discovery of the foct that these 
fossils are confined to the coal-measures, has enabled us to point out the 
existence of the coal-measures, and the coal beds contninod in them, over 
an area of many thousand miles, where some geologists had supposed nc~ 
coal-measures and no coal existed. 

IN THE LOWER 0AHBONIFERous rock we have observed Upper Arr:lti
medes .Limestone, 200 feet; Ferruginou.i; Sant:lstone, 1 !15 foot; )',f?:1lrlle 
Arcltimedes Limestone, 50 feet; St. Louis Lim.estone, · 250 fc(1t; Oolitfr: 
Limestone, 25 feet; Lower Archimecles Limestone, 3.50 foot; Ji,'nm·i'nital 
Limestone, 500 feet. 

The Upper A?·cltimedes Limestone is developed in Ste. (fonovlc:V(} 
County :md contains the following fossils: Product'us com, P. <~lerJCm8, 
Spirifer Leidyi, S. inm·assatus ( ~), S .• pinosus, S. lineatu.'1 (?), 
Spirigera lzfrsuta, Athy1·is subtilita, Atrypa serpentina, 01·tlti.'I urnbrcwu,
lum ( ?) , Fenestella lym, F. swallvana, F. Meelcana, Pentr·em.ite,q pyr·~fin·
mis, P. sulcatus, Agassizocrinus dactyliformis, and Poteriocrinu,.~ occi<lent
alis. 

The Ferruginous Sandstone is variable in its lithological chnrncter. 
In some portions it is very white and saccharoidal; in others, fine, impure 
particles are disseminated through the mass, and the color hccomes a 

1 The Missouri coal basin is one of the largest in the known world. ncsiclcs the 
27,000 square miles in Missouri, there are in Nebraska at least 10,000 i:;qnare miles; in 
Kansas, 12.000; in Iowa, according to Dr. Owen, 20,000; in Illinois, 30,000; making in all, at least 100,000 square miles. 
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dirty brown; and in a few localities, as near Fulton, Callaway County, it 
is a coarse conglomerate. But generally, when well developed, it is a 
coarse-grained, heavy-bedded friable sandstone, colored with various 
shades of brown, red, and purple, as it appears in the bluffs near Salt 
Creek, Sulphur Springs, some two miles west of Osceola; or clouded 
with yellcn\; and red, as on Turkey Creek, in Cedar County. The upper 
part is moi·e regularly stratified and finer grained, contains more argilla
ceous matter, and has a light-brown yellowish-gray or cream color. It 
is very soft 'vhen quarried, ancl may then be dressed for building 
purposes ; but exposure renders it much harder and more duradle. This 
sandstone contains large quantities of oxides of iron, brown and red 
hematites, which, in many places, form extensive beds of excellent ore. 
The large quantities of iron in this sandstone have led me to give it the 
provisional name, Ferrugino1ts Sandstone. It is found skirting the 
eastern bod.ers of the coal-measures, from the mouth of the Des Moines 
to McDonald County. 

The St. Louis Lirnestone is made up of httrd crystalline, and compact, 
gray and blue, somewhat cherty limestones, interstratified with thin 
partings of blue shale. Its stratigraphical position is between the Fer
ruginous Sandstone and the Archimedes limestone, as seen near the Des 
Moines, and near the :first tunnel on the Pacific Railroad. It is found in 
Clark and Lewis Counties, but attains its greatest development in St. 
Louis, from which the name is derived. The most characteristic fossils 
yet described, are, Palcechinus multipora, Lithosti·otion Ganadense, Echi
nocrinus Nerei, Poteriocr·inus longidactylus, and Atl'ypa lingulata. 

The Lower Archimedes Limestone. In this formation are included the 
"Ai·enaceous bed," the "Warsaw or second Archimedes Limestone," the 
".Zl'lagnesian Limestone," the " Geode bed," and the "If'eokuk or Lower 
Archimedes Limestone" of Prof. Hall's section, and the lead-bearing 
rocks of south-western Missouri, which though different from any of the 
above beds, are more nearly allied to them than to the Encrinital lime
stone below. All of' the above beds a1:e easily recog11ized in Missouri, 
save, perhaps, the Warsaw Limestone, which is but imperfectly repre
sented in our north-eastern counties, where the "Keokuk limestone,'' the 
"Geode beds" and the Mag1?-esia11 limestone, are well developed. The 
most characteristic fossils described, are Fenestella Worthenii ('! ), 
F. Owenanr:e, Agaricocrinus Tube1·osus, Actinocrinus llumboldtii, Spiri
fer incrassatus (I/), Orthis Swallovi. 

This formation extends from the north-eastern part of the State to the 
south-west, in an irregular zone, skirting the eastern border of the 

l 
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Ferruginous Sandstone. The e:i-..'tensive and rich lead deposits of south
western Missouri are partly in this formation. These mines occupy an 
area of more than one hm1dred square miles, in Jasper, Newton and the 
adjoining counties. 

The Encrinital Lirnestone is at once the most extensive and best 
characterized of the divisions of the Carboniferous limestone. It is 
made up of brown, buff, gray and white, coarse, crystalline, heavy 
bedded limestones. The darker colored, impure varieties prevail near 
the base, while the lighter and more purely calcareous strata abound in 
the upper part. It everywhere contains globular, ovoid, and lenticular 
masses of chert, disseminated or arranged in beds parallel to the lines of 
stratification. These masses of chert are more abundant in the upper 
beds ; in fact, the upper beds are made up almost exclusively of this 
mineral. The strata of this formation are frequently intersected by joints 
resembling the sutures of the cranium. The remains of corals and 
mollusks are very abundant; some of the strata are made up almost 
entirely of their exuvire, especially of the joints and pln.tcs of Crinoi
deans, known in England as "St. Citt!tbe1·t' s beads." In the south-west, 
these strata rest upon some 70 or 80 feet of hard, porous and thick
bedded silicious rock, which are included in this formation, as they have 
more affinities with it than with the Chemung below. There are nine 
divisions of this formation in Missomi, which arc quite well mnrkcd by 
their fossils and lithological characters. The Encrinital limestone 
extends from Marion County to Greene, forming an irregular zone on the 
east of the Archimedes beds. 

V.-Devonian.-This system contains CHEMUNG GnouP, HAMILTON 
GROUP, ONONDAGA LIMESTONE, ORISKANY SANDSTONE. 

The Devonian rocks occupy a small area in Mnrion, Ralls, Pike, Calla
way, Saline and Ste. Genevieve Counties; also narrow belts along the 
carboniferous strata to the south and west. 

THE CnE~!UNG GnouP presents three formations, very distinct in litho
logical characters and fossil remains. They have roecivcd the following 
provisional names: Chouteau Limestone, 85 feet; Venniculai· Sandstone 
and Sl1ales, 75 feet; Lithogm.pllic Limestone, 12.5 feet. 

The Chouteau Limestone, when folly developed, is in two divisions. 
At the top, immediately under the Encrinital limestone, we :find some 

40 or 50 feet of brownish-gray, earthy, silico-magnosian limestone, in 
thick beds, which contain disseminated masses of white or limpid 
calcareous spar. This rock is very uniform in character, and contains 
but few fossils. Reticulated corals, and Fucoidal markings, like the 
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Oauda-galli, are most abundant. In the quarry it is quite soft, bnt 
becomes very hard on exposure, and forms a -very firm and durable 

building rock. It is also hydraulic and forms a good cement. 
The upper division passes down into a fine, compact, blue or drab, 

thin-bedded limestone, whose strata are quite irregular and broken. Its 

fracture is conchoidal, and its structure somewhat concretionary. Some 

of the beds are filled with a great profusion of most beautiful fossils. In 
many, the organic substance has been replaced by calcareous spar. The 

most characteristic are Spirifei- -L711arionensis, P1·oductus Murchisonianus, 
Ulwnetes 01·nata, Atrypa gregor·ia, A. Occidentalis, A. Obscm·aplicata, 
Leptcena dep1·essa, Avicula Oooperensis, Mytilus elongatus, and several 
new species of 'Trilobites. 

In the north-eastern part of the State, the Chouteau limestone is repre
sented by a few feet of coarse, earthy, crystalline, calcareous rock, like 
the lower division of the Encrinital limestone, as there developed. There 
·is, indeed, in this part of the State, no change of lithological characters 

as you pass from the Encrinital limestone to this formation; but the 

change in the organic remains is both sudden and great. 
The VeJ"miculm· Sandstones and Shales. The upper part of this for

mation is usually a buff, or yellowish-bro,vn, fine-grained, pulverulent, 
, argillo-calcareous sandstone. It is usually perforated in all directions 

with pores, filled with the same materials more highly colored, and less 

indurated. This portion, when exposed to atmospheric agencies, often 
·disintegrates, and leaves the rock full of winding passages, as if it were 

worm-eaten. 
This formation contains but few fossils, and those are in the upper 

portions. Spirifer Marionensis, Productus Murchisonianus, Clwnetes 
ornata, Aviculacircula, the Fucoids, above named, and the cauda-galli, 
are the most numerous. These beds can always be detected by the 

lithological characters and its peculiar Fucoids. 
The Lithographic Limestone is a pure, fine, compact, even-textured, 

silicious limestone, breaking rather easily, with a conchoidal fracture, 

foto sharp, angular fragments. Its color varies from a light drab to the 

lighter shades of buff and blue. It gives a sharp, ringing sound under 
the hammer, from which it is called "pot-metal," in some parts of the 

State. It is regularly stratified in beds varying from 2 to 16 inches in 

thickness, often presenting, in mural bluff.->, all the regularity of masonry, 

as at Louisiana, on the Mississippi. The beds are intersected by 
numerous fractures, leaving surfaces covered with beautiful dendritic 

markings of oxide of iron or manganese. 
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It has but few fossils. The most ablmdant are Spirifer Marionensis 
Oyrtia cuspidatus, Productus Murcltisonianus, P. minutus, Proteus 
MissoU?·iensis, Filictes gracilis, a conularia, Fucoides caudagalli, (°I) and 
several large-ch~mbered shells. ·The Chemung rocks extend from Marion: 
County to Greene, along the eastern border of the carboniferous strata. 

The HAMILTON GROUP is made up of some 40 feet of blue shales, and 
107 feet semi-crystalline limestone, containing Dalmania OallitPles, Pha
cops bufo,Spii'~fe1· mucronatus, S. sculptilis,. S. congesta, Olwnetes carin
ata, Favosites basaltica. 

ONONDAGA LIMESTONE. This formation is usually a coarse gray or 
buff, crystalline, thick-bedded and cherty limestone, abounding in 
Terebratula reticularis, Ortlzis resupinata, Olwnetes nana, Productus 
subaculeatus, Spirifer euruteines, Phacops bufo, Oyatlwpltyllum rugosum, 
Emmonsia' hemispherica, and a ·Pentamerus, like galeatus. 

No formation in Missouri presents such variable and widely different 
litholo~cal characters as the Onondaga. It is, generally, a coarse, 
gray' crystalline limestone ; often, a somewhat compact, bluish concre
tionary limestone, containing cavities :filled with green matter or calc

. spar; in a few places, a white saccharoidal sandstone ; in two· or three 
localities, a soft, brown sandstone, and, at Louisiana, a pure white oolite. 

The ORISKANY, SANDSTONE of Missouri is a light-gray limestone, which 
contains the Spi1;ifer arenosa, Leptaena dep1·essa, and several new species 
of Spirifer, Olwnetes, lllmnus and Lichas. 

VI.-Silurian.-Of the UPPER SrLURIAN series, we have the following 
formations: Lower· .Helderberg, 350 feet; Niaga1·a Gr·oup, 200 feet; 
Gape Girm·deau Limestone, 60 feet. 

The Lowe1· IIelde1·be1·g Group is made up of buff, gray and reddish, 
cherty, and argillaceous limestones, blue shales, and dark graptolite 

. slates, Dalmania tridentifera, Oliierurus 111.i.ssourien.~is, Oalyrnene r'U_7osa, 
Orthis liybrida, 0. elegantula, and several species of Platyostoma, are 

.the prevailing fossils. 
Niagara Group. 1 The upper part of this formation consists of red, 

yellow., and ash.colored shales, with compact limestones, variegated with 
. bands and nodules of chert. Halysites catenularia, Oolumnaria inequalis, 
Ualymene Blumenbacllii, and Oa1·yoci·inus omatus, are the most charac
teristic fossils. 

The Gape Gira,·deau Limestone, occurring on the Mississippi about 
one mile above Cape Girardeau, is a. compact, bluish-gray, brittle lime-

1 I am indebted to Dr. Shumard for the information possessed respecting the Niagara, 
Lower Helderberg and Cape Gii'ai·deau· Groups, and the Oriskany Sandstone. 
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stone, with a smooth fracture, in layers from 2 to 6 inches in thiclmess, 
with thin argillaceous partings. These strata contain a great many 
fossils, principally Trilobites and Crinoides. In. a slab, 3 by 3 inches, 
were found four genera of Trilobites, namely: Oyphaspis, Gfrardeau
e'!l.8is, .Acidaspis Halli, Proteus dep1·es1m~, Asaphus, Nov. Sp. None of 
the Trilobites have been before mentioned in this country, and, so far as 
I can ascertain, the species are distinct from European forms. According 
to Barande, the :first three genera occur in the greatest number in the 
Upper Silurian period, and are very sparingly represented in the Lower 
Silurian groups. The Crinoids belong mostly to the genera Glypto
crinus, Homocrinus, Tentaculites, and Palmaster; and the shells .to 
Leptaena, Orthis and Turbo-all being of undescribed species. 

LowER SILURIAN.-We have thus far observed ten formations belong
ing to·this series: Hud,'{on River G1·oup, 220 feet; Trenton Limestone, 
-060 feet; Blaclc River and Bfrds-eye Limestone, 75 feet; 1st Magnesian 
Limestone, 200 feet; Saccharoidal Sandstone, 125 feet; 2d Magnesian 
Limestone, 2 30 feet; 2d Sandstone, 115 feet; 3d Magne.~ian IJimestone, 
350 feet ; 3d Sandstone, 60 feet; 4th Magnesian Limestone, 300 feet. 

Hudson River Gr:oup.-There are three formations, which we have 
referred to this group. 

1st. Immediately below the Oolite of the Onondaga limestone, in the 
bluffs both above and below Louisiana; we :find some 40 feet of blue, 
gray and brown, argillaceous, magnesian limestone. The upper part of 
these shales is in thick beds, presenting a dull, conchoidal fracture, and 
containing .Asaphus megistos, and Oaymene senaria. The lower part of 
this division becomes more argillaceous, and has several thin beds of 
bluish-gray, crystalline limestone, intercalated, which contain many 
.fossils of the following species: Leptoona sericea, L. alternata, L . 
.Planurnbona, OrtMs-. }ugosa, 0. subqttadrata, and Rhynconella capax. 
There are also 'strata of calcareo-arenaceous slate, in the same position, 
filled with remains, which I am unable to distinguish from Prof. Hall's 
.Paloonphycus vfrgatus, and another contorted species.. There also, beds 
of slate, similar to those above me1itioned, at the base of these shales, 
whose surfaces are covered with great numbers of the Lingula ancyloidea. 

2d. On the Grassy, 3i miles northwest of Louisiana, about 60 feet of 
blue and purple shales are exposed below the beds above described. 
They contain three species of Lingula: Lingula quadrata, L. fragilist 
and still another not named. 

3d. Under the 2d division are some twenty feet of· argillo-magnesian 
limestone, similar to that in the 1st division, interstrati:fied with blue 
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shales. 01'this subquadrata, 0. }ugosa, Leptoona altemata, Rhynconella 
capax, and Asaphus rnegistos are abundant. 

These rocks crop out in Ralls, Pike, Cape Girardeau and Ste. Gene
vieve Counties. On the Grassy, a thickness of 120 feet is exposed; 
and they extend below the surface to an unknown depth. 

T1·enton Limestone.-The upper part of this formation is made up of 
thick heels of hard, compact, bluish-gray and drab limestone, variegated 
with irregular cavities, :filled with greenish materials ; while the beds 
below are :filled with irregular cylindrical portions, which readily 
decompose on exposure, and leave the rocks perforated with numerous 
irregular passages that somewhat resemble those made in timber by the 
Toredo navalis. These beds are exposed between Hannibal nnd New 
London, north of Salt River, and near Glencoe, St. Louis County, and 
are 7 5 feet thi~lc. Below them are thick strata of impure, coarse, gray 
imd buff, crystalline, magnesian limestone, with mauy brown, earthy 
portions, which rapidly disintegrate on exposure to atmospheric infiu
-ences. This part may be seen in the bluffs of Salt River, 150 feet thick. 
The lower part is made up of bard, blue and bluish-grny, semi-compact, 
silico-nrngnesian limestone, interstratified with ligl;l.t buff and drab, soft 
and earthy magnesian beds. Fifty foet of these struta crop out at the 
quarries south of the plank road bridge over Salt River, and on Spencer's 
Creek in Ralls County. The middle beds sometimes pass into a pure 
white crystalline marble of great beauty, as at Cape Girardeau and near 
Glencoe. Fossils are abundant in all parts of the formation. Leptama 
deltoidea, L. Sericea, L. alternata, Ortllis pectinella, O. testidudinaria, 
0. tricenaria, Rltynconella capax, Murcltisonia g1·acilis, JJ:l. bellicincta, 
Receptaculites sulcata, and Oltaetees lycoperdon are most common. 

Black Rive1· and Bird' s-.Eye Limestones nre bluish-gray or dove
colored, compiwt, brittle limestones, with a smooth couchoidal fracture. 
The beds vary in thickness from a few inches to several feet. Near the 
base, the rock is frequently traversed in all directions by vermicular 
cavities and cells. Gonioceras anceps, Ormoceras tenuifoliurn, Oythere 
sublevis are the most abundant fossils. 

The 1st Magnesian limestone is developed in many parts of the State. 
It is usually a gray or buff, crystalline, cherty, silico-magnesian limestone, 
filled with small, irregular masses of a soft white or greenish-yellow, sili
cious substance, which rapidly decomposes when exposed, and leaves the 
rock full of irregular cavities, and covered with rough, projecting points. 
These rugged, weather-worn strata crop out in the prairies, and cap the 
picturesque bluffs of the Osage in Benton and the neighboring counties. 
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These beds often pass into a homogeneous buff or gray crystalline 
magnesian limestone, which is frequently clouded with blue or pink, and 
would make a good fire-rock and building stone. .At other places the 
strata become compact, hard aud clouded, as above, forming a beautiful 
and durable marble. 

Some of the upper beds are silicious, presenting a porous, semi
transparent, vitreous mass, in which are disseminated numerous small, 
globular, white, enameled oolitic particles. They are. sometimes in 
regular und contiguous strata; at others, in irregular masses, presenting 
mummillated and botryoidul and drusy forms of this beautiful mineral. 
In some pnrts of Benton and the neighboring counties, these masses left 
by the denuded strata, literally cover the surface, and render the soil 
almost valueless for ordinary cultivation. Other strata abound in 
concretions, or organic forms, which resemble wood011-button molds, 
with a central aperture and one convex surface. Masses of calcareous 
spar are quite. abundant ip the upper .beds. The lower part of this 
formation is made up of thin, regular strata, of a soft, earthy, light
drub or cream-colored silico-argillaceous mngnesian limestone, called 
cotton-rock . 

.Above the beds already described, we :find, in several places in the 
State, a succession of hard, silicious, dark, bluish-gray, semi-crystalline 
limestone, interstmtified with grayish-drab, earthy, magnesian varieties, 
all in regular layers, destitute of chert. Stmparollus laevata, a srnnll 
variety of Oythe1·e sublevis, and a large 01·thoceras, have been observed 
in these rocks. 

The Saccharoidal Sandstone is usually a bed of white friable sand
stone slightly tinged with red and brown, which is mnde up of globular 
concretions and angulnr fragments of limpid quartz. It presents very 
imperfect strata, but somewhat more distinct lines of deposition, 
variously inclined to the planes of stratification. 

This interesting formation has a wide range over the State.· Its 
thickness is very variable, from 1 to 125 feet. .At times it thickens 
very rapidly, so much so as to increase 30 or 40 feet in a few hundred 
yards. In a bluff about 2 miles north-we::;t of "Warsaw, is a very striking 
illustration of this change of thickness.· Thir; sandstone crops out along 
.the bluff, between the 1st and 2d Magnesian lime:>tone, and in a few 
yards decreases in thickness from 20 feet to 1 foot. VVhere thinnest it 
is semi-vitreous, and the line of demarcation between it and the 
limestone is very distinct. A very large Ortlioceras is found iu this 
sandstone. 

33 
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The 2d JJ:f agnesian Limestone in lithological character, is very much 
like the 1st Magnesian limestone, ttbove described. 

The 2d Sandstone is usually a brown or yellt>wish-hrown, fine-grained 
sandstone, distinctly stratified in regular beds, varying from 2 to 18 
inches in thickness. The surfaces are often ripple-marked a.nd miea
ceous. It is sometimes quite frin.hle, though generally sufficiently 
indurated for building purposes. The upper part is often made up of 
thin strata of light, soft and porous, semi-pulver11lm1t, 8tt11tly chert. or 
hornstone, whose cavities tue usually lined with limpid crys1ah; of quartz. 
Fragments of these strata are very ahuncfant in tho soil a11<1 011 tho 
ridges, where this sandstone forms the surface of the rock. It some
times becomes a pure white, fine-grained, soft s:wcl8tone, as on Cedm· 
Creek, in Washington County, in :Franklin, an<l other localities. 

The 3d .Llfagnesian Li'mestone is exposed in tho high and picturesque 
bluffs of the Niangua, in the neighborhood of Ikyco's Spring, where the 
following strata were observed : 

No. 1, 50 feet of the 2d Sandstone; No. 2, 80 foot of g-ra.y and 
crystalline silico7magnesfan limestone, somewhat cloude1l with Jk1sh
colored spots and bluish bands; No. 3, 50' foot of bl 110 a11d white 
ferruginous chert, iuterstratificd with hard, compact 1111d flmih-colo1·ecl 
silicions limestone; No. 4, 190 feet like No. 2, save sonrn lwds arc1 hard, 
compact, buff or flesh-colored silicious limestone; No. 5, 20 feet of 
light-drab, fine grained crystalline silico-nrngucHian 1 imc•8tolle, often 
slightly tinged with peach-blossom, and beautifully elo111letl with clarkcr 
spots and bands of the same hue or flesh-color. It is <foititwtly st mtified 
in beds of medium thickness; No. 6, 50 feet like No. 2; No. 7, BO feet 
of the 3cl Sandstone. 

It also covers large areas in the south-east mining region. It is the 
great mineral-hearing rock of Missoul'i. 

The 3d Sandstone is a white, saecharoiclal sam1stono, made np of 
slightly-cohering, transparent, globular and angular purtides of Hilex. 
It shows but little appearance of stratification, yet the woll-imu·kcd lines 
of deposition, like those of a Missouri snnd-btu" indicate its fonuation 
in moving water, on the Niangua and Osage. 

The 4tli 11£agnesian Limestone presents more permanent a1Jd u11iform 
lithologfoal characters than any other of the Magnesiau limestones. It 
is usually a grayish-buff, coarse-grained, crystalline Magncsian limestone, 
containing a few crevices filled with less iu<lurated silicious mutter. Its 
thick, uniform beds contain hut little chert. The best exposures of this 
formation are on the Niangua and Osago Rivers. 

~ 
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This Magnesian Limestone Se1·ies is very interesting, both in its 
scientific and economical relations. It covers a large portion of southern 
.and south-eastern Missouri, is remarkable for its extensive caves and 
springs, and contains nearly all the vast deposits of lead, zinc, copper, 
cobalt, the liinonite ores of iron, and nearly all the marble heds of the 
State. It indeed contains a large part of all our mineral wealth. 

The lower part of the 1st Magnesian limestone, the Saccharoidal sand
stone, the 2d Magnesian limestone, the 2d Sandstone, and the upper part 
-0f the 3d Magnesian limestone belong, without doubt, to the age of the 
Calciferous sand-rock; but the remainder of the series, to the Potsdam 
sandstone. 

VII.-Azoic Rocks.-Below the Silurian rocks, as above described, 
we find a series of Silicions and other slates, which contain no remains 
-0f organic life. These rocks, therefore, we refer to the so-called Azoic 
.Age. They contain some of the beds of Specular Iron. 

In Pilot Knob we have a good exposition of these Azoic Strata. The 
lower fossiliferous rocks rest non-conformably on these strata. 

IGNEOUS AND METAMOHPHIC Rocn:s.-There is a series of rounded 
knobs and hills in St. Francois, Iron, Dent, and the neighboring counties, 
which are principally made np of granite, porpltyr·y, diorite, and green
.stone. These Igneous and Metamorphic rocks contain some of those 
wonderful beds of Specular Il'on, of which Iron and Sheperd Mountains 
:are eamples. This iron 01·e often occurs in regular veins in the porphyry. 

HISTORICAL GEOLOGY, 

In the short space allotted me, it will be possible to give a mere out
line only of the wonderful events, which transpired during the formation 
of the rocks above described, and the development of our State into its 
present physical condition. 

If we go hack to the time when this continent began to emerge from 
the primeval ocean, the geological record will inform us that Pilot Knob, 
Shepherd Mountain, and some of tbe neighboring heights, were among 
the :first portions of lnnd that appeared above the waters. "When Pilot 
Knob became an island, there was an unbroken ocean 011 nll sides, save 
an island to the north-west, the top of the Black Hills, a larger cluster 
to the north-east, in New York nud Canada, and a small cluster to the 
south-west. 

These islands were formed in the Azoic Seas by the eruptions that 
forced up the porphyry, granite, the azoic slates and iron beds of Pilot 
Knob, and the neighboring heights. 
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In the tranquil cyc1es which succeeded, the ocean waR pcoplc•<1 with innumerable species of Mollitsca, Zoophytes, Protozoan8, :tl)(l 'l'rilo'.Jiteg. Plants too appeared in the waters. But fol' some reasons these au1mal& were not abundant in the waters about Pilot Knob. This is what we call the Age of ]1olluslcl:i; n.nd in it were <lc•poHik<l the series of maO"nesit'ln limestones an<l saudsto11cs, so largely dev('lopr•d in the southern a~d eastern portions of the State. fo the mi<l<ll<~ port.ion of this age, inollusks, with conical shells ns brgo as saw-logH, made tlwit• 
appearance. 

Towards the close of this age the higher portiotrn of So11th MiAR011ri· 'became drv land, aml the surrounding waters we1·e iillc<l with vast numbers of C;rn1s, Trilobites, bivalve, spiral an<l conical shc!IH. At. tho <'n<l of the Age of Mollusks, the fand emergo<1 as high up tlrn Mis: .. ;isi-;ippi as Louisiana, and all that portion of the State eolorc<l yellow on tlw n1:1p, became dry htn<l; and the waters of the Pacific mHl At l:rn l i<~ wcn·e c;<·parated by a chain of islands along the line of the Upp<~!' MissisKippi a11<l the Great Lakes, and the St. I.1awrence. 
The next period, the Age of Fishes, wns charactr.riz<•(l hy trnnq11il i-;t•as filled with corn! reefa, around whkh sported the primeval li.-.;ltnH. l l11gn Nautili spread their sails over the placicl waters, an<l pla11tH clot.lw<l tlin ri.--ing continent in green. At the close of this age tho Pa.ci lie. 1·cd il'<·<l a. little to the north-wt'St, and left a narrow helt ol' Dc·vo11i:m roek:-; along its sinuous shores. Tlwse are colored in grem1 011 th<~ rnap. For many cycles the seas remained tmn<1uil :tll(l conti11t1P<1 to be fille<t with numerous fishes, corals, stono Jilies, tl'ilohites, star fish an<l alga>, while the vast beds of Carl1onifero11s limestone were dq)()sitcd. H.<'ptiles ancl insects appeared upon the land. Bnt town.rd tlic dose or Lliis period turbulent times intervened. Hocks wern hrolrnn up, romHlr·<l to boulders and pehbles, or ground to sarnl, a11<1 drifte<l to tho ;.;<•:t all<l piled into vast beds, in the central portions of the Misc;issipp i Val ky. St. Louis now rose above the waters and formed a p('11i11s11la which had its connection to the South with the older part of Orn eo11ti11cnt. A shallow bay extended aronntl St. Louis to the! north a11<l wc;;t. Jt widened out over all the coal rc·gious of Illinois aud Kent ncky, and out into the Pacific through St. Charles. All north-west Mbsot;ri, an<1 i.ltc coal regions of Iowa, Xebraslrn, Kansas, Arkansas nrnl tho Indian 'l\•rl'itory were covered with warm shallow watern, steaming under tho ravs of tropical suns. 

~ A bot atmosphere filled with vapor and carbonic acid nourhihecl tho rapid growth of trees, ferns, lepidodendrous sigillaria, a.nd other plants . 
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m vitst forests. Steaming marshes, fons nn(l lagoons nboundocl. The 

lancfo wero mm1y times raisod aud su lnnergcd, and the forests swept 

.1iway into vast lwds, which fornwcl the coal deposit;s over more than 

100,000 fH)Uare miles in the States above nmncd. Tho turbulent waters 

·deposited the clays and Htu,'1s intcrmtlnted with tho coal beds. Clottr, 

t.runqnil watm·8 returned filled with fi8ho8, mollusks nnd corals, nnd the 

limestones of the coal-mcat1m·cs were deposited. 
Such clrnngos followe(1 each ot.bor in some twenty successive courses, 

revolving through t.lrn V:tl't eyclos of t.lw .i.:1ge of Plant8. 
At the closo of thi;; poriotl the P:witic had n~tired westward to Sioux 

City :wd Manlmttnn; the (iuli' of lVfoxieo oxtondcd up ns high as Cape 
Girnr<lean, an<l a pnrt. of Scott:. County W!tH n forgo isl:tnd. 

During tho :;11c<wo<li11g Aye of" Beptilos, whilo the Vftst saurians, like 
tho Zouglodon, worn sp1n·ting in t.lto wat.ors that covorocl the Lowm· 
Mif:rni:-i:;ippi Vnlky, a1Hl tho (lying PtP1·odnet.yli woro Jlnpping thciir wings 

ovor t.he rihorPs of tho Paeitio, in Wyoming and Uolorndo, Mis1:1<1uri was 
quiosonnt, producing hPr <pwta of :rnimal and vogotahlo lifo. 

In Ow 14ucc<•<i<li1lg A!lll of Jlfammal8 Missouri remitiuo<l as b11forc, hut 
tho rogion;; honlm·i11g on U1c Gulf of Moxico aud tlws<l on tho Upp1ir 
MisHouri :ttHl wm;twnrd to tlw .Paci!ie, t11Hlmwout v1vrious d<1preHsions ttnd 
<ll<wnt.iom; hy which Hcvnral dynaRtier.i of wondnrf'ul animals woro lmried 

in tho rockK whioh now <:ontnin ti)()ir remains. At tho close of this vnst 
p<•riod tho eo11Litw11t ns;.;1111HHl it;; prcH<mt form, with somo llllilllJlOrtnnt 
<'X:copt.ionA. The Oulf of M1·xioo Ht.ill (~xtcn<1o!l ahovo tho mouth of the 

Ohio. Onr lnl'go riv(11•s lrnd eut thoir preHcnt channels to (}<>pthH vnrying 
from 100 fa> MlO fret, nncl. in width from l to 10 miles. Mighty watorA 
polll'(l(l ovor th(I solid t1tmta and woro for thoms0lveA ilwse vnst chmnwls 
to tho HPit, 

Bnt n ohang<~ <mmo ovor i;ho rnmtinnnt. Somo mighty power of water 
or fot,, or hot.h, HWnpt. over tho smf'IW(l, grinding tho softer rocks to 

n.t.omH and roun<liug tho hnr<for into 1whblos. Vast i>oulcfors wore moved 
h1111<lre<h1 of milos and <lroppod in st.riiugo placos. 

AnoUwr ehnnge, and n large part of tho Uppor MissiRsippi and tho 
Lower MiHHiRsi ppi V itl!Pys wore covornd with a vast frosh w1d1or lake 
'Tho lnnd wnH covmo<l with for(iNt.s similar to 0111' own. ~rho land ttnd 
Witters wcrn p(loplv<l with ni:rny of our present; raeos of animal1:1. '.l'ho 
heavc1· built his <larns aH now. ~!'ho Hf.lllirrd ato tho snmo nrnst and the 
·<fonr cropp<J<l t.lrn Httnw lwrlmµ:e. But tho hng<l eleplrnnt and mastodon 
WCl'(i 11rnn lor(ls of tho (:loil. The Bluff formation was deposited in this 
lake. A110thor clwngo and tho foko was grachrnlly clrainod and tho 
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waters suhi3ided to the channels of the rivers. The currents of the· 
great rivers were sluggish, they were spread from bluff to. bluff, and 
the Bottom Prairie was deposited, covering the valleys of: our great 
rivers . 

.Again the level changed, the great rivers became more rapid, and cut 
their present channels in the Bottom Prairie. 

The alluvial deposits were formed, the Gulf was driven hack to its 
present limits, the swamp country wa'3 added to our State, the soil was 
formed, and Missouri was :finished. 

The Age of 11fan commenced, and the Geological Rec01·cl gives place 
to Histo1·y. 

DEVELOPl\IENT AND NATURAL SELECTION. 

But in this countless ai:.ray of animals, whose orders and genera nnd 
species have come ancl gone through the vast cyclos since Pilot; Kuob 
announced the rising continent, among them all, do we !in<l 0110 SJH'cioR 
of animal developed from another? Nay, verily. 

Species come without prngenitors, maintain t!Jcir identity for co11nt
less ages, and utterly perish, leaving nothing developed to cal I tlwm 
ancestors. 

But have not the species, and genera, and ordr.rs, improved hy nritw·al 
selection? Not at all. 

·when we examine through their whole existence, tlwy dngi111n1·ato 
rather than_imprnve. In some instances they do improvo for a tinw; 
but in almost nll instances they 1·etrogrnde ngaiu, and Jinally pel'ish 
miserably. 

The Trilobite was one of the first animals that appear<>d in tho 
primeval ocean; he lived through the eutire palmozoic period. Tlwy 
sometimes improved and sometimes dcgcncmted ; but fin:d ly tlwy 
dwindled down to a few insignificant spccietl, and utterly 1wri1:i11(•d. 

The Trilobite stood at tlrn he:.ttl of the primitive c>l'<lers. lfo lrn<l tho 
world for his field and all time was before him. He poriHhed by 110 
catastrophe; and yet natural selection did not impl'Ove him, m 11 cI 1 lo~s 
save him from utter extinction. 

At the close of the ..Age of J.1fammals, the eloplumt an<l mastodon worn 
at. the head of the order on this continent. They Imel spano e11ongh ,. 
climates enongh, time enough, and none to molest or make tlwm aJraid, 
and yet natural selection did not save them. They dwindled aw:ty and 
died out. 
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The genus Oyrtia and the species Spirifei· cameratu.s, and a thousand 

others, might be named to show that natural &election, where it had the 

widest :field, the longest time, and the most favorable circumstances, 

failed utterly to make new species. Such at least, is the testimony of 

the rocks of :Missouri. 

CHAPTER II. 

MINES AND US.EFUL MINERALS. 

There is no territory of equnl extent on the continrmt, which contains 

t:io many and such lnrg<1 quantities of tho most useful minerals as tho 

Stnto of Missouri. Some good fortune lrns set the boundaries of this 

State around a portion of country filled with an unustrnl amount of the 

mineral substanecH usefol in the nrts anu manufactures. Severnl of those 

most usd\11 arc found in such quantities that the supply is virtually 

inox:lmnstiblc. There arc some that 110 demand for home consumption, 

or for foreign supplies, can exlmust within the time allottc'd for the rise, 

progress and dee:ty of nations. 

Ouly small portions of tho precious metnls have been discovered in 

Missonri; nor is it desirablo that there shouW he more. It i.s true that 

deposits of si Iver and gold couccntrate population very rapidly, and yield 

m:wy large fortunes ; hut hbtory does not show that countries yielding 

silver and gold have 1wen perm:mcntly more prosperous. Gold built up 

California very rapidly, and it is now filled with a great and prosperous 

people: hut gold docs rwt keep them there, nor docs it induce the present 

immigration. The beautiful clim11te and wonderful agricultural resources 

nre its greatest present attracticms. 

The most importltnt rnineml resources of the State are Coal, Iron and 

Lead, bu(; nH these have hewn treated of under distinct heads, in another 

portion of this volume, the reader is referred to the articles hearing those 

hea(li ngs. 
If Mi:::souri will work up her iron and coal, she may become as 

powerful and rich as England. She has more territory ancl better soil, 

more and better irnn, and quite as much coal. 
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People who work iron partake of its strong and hardy nature. They 
move the world arn1 shape its destinies. The region tributary to St. 
Louis, has more of the very best varieties of iron ore than can he found 
available for any other locality in the known world; and the facilities 
for working these vast deposits are unsurpassed. The country is well 
wn,tered ; timbee is abundant; and nil is snrronnded by inexhaustible 
coal beds. These facts alone will make St. Louis the great iron mart 
of the country. 

Copper.-Several varieties of copper ore exist in the Missouri mines. 
The copper mines of Shannon, Madison and Franklin Counties have 
heen known for a Jong time. Some of those in Slrnunon and Franklin 
were once worked with bright prospects of success, and some in Madison 
have yielded good results for many years. 

Deposits of copper have been discovered in Dent, Crawford, Bent on, 
Maries, Green, Lawrence, Dade, Taney, Dallas, Phelps, Reynol<ls and 
"\Yright Counties. But the mines in Franklin, Shannon, Madison, 
Crawford, Dent and Washington give greater promise of yielding profit
nble results than any other yet discovered. "\Vhen capitalists arc pre
pared to work these mines in a systematic manner, they may expect 
good returns for the money invested. 

Zinc.-Snlphnret of zinc is very abundant iu nearly all the lead mines 
in south-western Missom·i, particularly in the mines of Newton and 
,Jasper, in the moui1tain limestone. The carbonate und silicate occm· in 
the same localities, though in sma1ler quantities. Zinc ores arc> also 
found in greater or less abundance in all the counties on the A. & P. 
R. R., but the distance from market and the difficulties in smelting the 
most abundant of these ores,-the sulphuret-lrns prevented the miners 
from appreciating its real value. It often occurred in such large masses 
as to impede very materially the progress of mining operations. For 
this reason black-jack was no favorite with the miners of the south
west. Many thousand tons had been cast aside with the rubbish as so 
much worthless matter, but the completion of the A. & P. H. R. has 
given this ore a market, and converted into valuable merchandise the 
\'ast quantities of it which may be so easily obtained in Jasper, Newton, 
and other co11nties of the south-west. Considerable quantities of the 
snlpliuret, cat"lionate and silicate also occur in the eastern lead regions: -
at Perry's ::\line, at Mount Hope Mine, near Potosi, at Frund Mine, 
.Jefferson County, nncl in other localities. Little has been done to test 
the value of the ores of zinc in these and other localities in the State, 
but a beginning has been made with promisiug results. There is an 
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extensive vein of calamine in Taney County, which will doubtless prove 
very valuable. 

Cobalt exists in considerable quantities at 1\1ine LaMotte. It has been 
found in one other locality. 

Nickel is also worked at Mille LaMottc in considerable quantities. 
Manganese.-The peroxide of manganese has been found in several 

localities in Ste. Genevieve and other counties. · 
Silver occurs in small quantities in nearly all the lead mines in th<:i 

State, in combination with the lead. 
Gold, tho;1gh often reported in sundry localities, has never been 

profitably worked in any pal't of the State. 
Tin.-Ores said to have large quantities of tin, have attracted much 

atte1Jtion, and mnch money nnd labor have been spent in efforts to mine 
and reduce thmu, but as yet withont pecuniary suceess. 

Platinum has been reported by some explorers as existing in smnll 
quantities in clo1erito dykes in Mndison County. But I could never 
detect a.ny in the localities pointed out by those who reported its 
disecivery. " 

Marble.-Missouri has mm1erous and extensive beds of marble of 
varions sbndes and qualities. Some of them nro very valuable, and will 
become n very important item in the State resomces. 

Fort Scott JYlarble is t.t hard, bfack, fine-gra,incd marble, with veins 
{)f yellow, buff and brown. It receiv0s u. fine polish, ancl is very 
beautiful. It belongs to the Con1 Measures. I discovered it in several 
places in Kansas 11N1r the Missouri line. It doubtless extends into 
Missomi. 

There are several beds in the St. Louis limestone, in St. Louis County, 
which have attract.eel some attention as fine marbles. Some of them are 
very l><•autifnl and durable. 

The 4th division of Encrinital Limestone is a white, eonrse-grnined, 
crystalline marble of grei.tt durability. It crops out in several phwes in 
.Marion County. One of the best localities is in the bluff'> of the 
Mississippi, between MeFarlam1's Brnnch iw<l the l!"ahius. The Litho
graphic Lhnestone will furnit<h a fine, hard-gmined, h1uish-drah marble, 
that would contrast finely with white varieties, in tessellated p,avements 

fol' halls alld oomts. 
The Coope!' marble of the Devonian Limestone, has numerous pellucid 

crysta1s of calcareous spar disseminated through a drab or hlui"'h-drab, 
:fine, compaet base. It exists in great quantities on La Mine River, in 
Ceo per County, on I..iee' s Creek, and in some other places in Marion 



522 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY. 

County. It is admirahly adapted to many orn::imental USl\S. There ::iro 
mnny extensive beds of fine variegated m:1rblcs in the uppet• Silurian 
limestones of Cape Girardeau County. They crop out in many places 
extending from Apple Crnek, on the northern boundary of the county 
to Cape Girardeau, and thence along the bluiL"l facing the swamps to 
the south-west. Cape Girardeau marble is also a part of the Trenton 
Limestone located near Cape Girardeau. It is 11early white, strong anil 
durable. This bed is also found near Glencoe, St. Louis County. 

There are several beds of Vf'l'Y excellent nrnrble in the l\fagm•s.ian 
Limestone series. Near Ironton are several heds of scmi-crystallinr-, 
light-colornd marbles, beautifo lly clouded with huff and ·flesh co lo rs. 
They receive a fine polish, are durable, and well fitted for m:my varieties 
of ornamental work and building pnrpose.s. But one of the most; 
desirable of the Missouri marbles is in the 3d M:ignosian Lilllestono on 
the Niangua. It is a fine-grained, crystnlline, silico-magnoiiian lim<':-;tone, 
light-drab, slightly tinged with peach blossom, :w<l bea.util"lllly clowled 
with deep flesh-colored shades. It is 20 foot tliiek, and Cl'OJlS ont in 
the hluff'I of the Niangna for a long distance. ThiK marble i:,; rarely 
surpassed i11 the qualities adapted to ornamental arc:hitectnre. 

There are also several other beds in this and the other nrng11esinn 
limcstonee. Some arc plain white, l)thers nre so cloudod as to present 
the appearance of breccias. The beautiful Oz:irk marhlm; a.re woH 
known. Some of them luwe been used in orname1Iii11g tho Capit.ol at 
Washington and for other purposes. Wherevl'r the mn.guo;;ian lime
stones come near the igneous rocks, we may expect to :find tb<•m sc> 
changed as to present beds of these benutifol va1·iogatcd marhles. 
Many of our marbles have heen used in St. I:.ionis for val'ious p111-posc~s. 

Limestones.-There is a great variety of excellent lime1-3tones in all 
parts of Missouri, which ·will fornbh nny qnantity of the best matc·riall'I 
for that class of building stones. Some of these limec:toncc: hnvo been 
much used, and others will supply the increasing demand, as the mcaus 
of tran,,portation are extended to interior localities. 

Hydraulic Limes are abundant in numerous localities. Some of 
them have been tested with good resnlts. The middle beds of the 
Vermicular Sandstone in Cooper a11d JVfarion Conutics are hy<lran1ic. 
The upper bods of the Lithographic Limestone in Marion, Halls and 
Pike Counties, possess marked hydraulic properties; and sevel'lll lime
stones in Cape Girardeau County appear to be hydraulic. 

The upper beds of the Chouteau Limestone in Boerne, Coopor, Moni
teau, Pettis and other counties are in the highest degree hydraulic. 
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Thoy rcscmhlc the hydrnulic strata at Louh;villo. Tho upper and 1owt'r 

strata of the IIudson River Group havo tho same proportic11. The 

same is true of some portions of the Magno11inn Lirnestono Aeries, ns 

d evdope<l in some parts of south Mi11souri. From these sourt'C8 we 

may cont1dcntly expect an abundant supply for home consumption aml 

nil demands for oxportation. 
Gypsum.-Thongh no C'Xtcnsive hods of gypsum have been f'omHl in 

Mist-wnri, thoro nrn vast bcrls of the pnrc white crystalline variety 011 tho 

lino of tho Ka1ums Pncifie Railroad, on Kansas H.iver, imd on Gypsum 

Creek. It i& nlso found in sovoml other localitioR nccPs::dbfo to Missou1·t 
hy both mil and boat, a.fl at; lfort; Dodge in Iowa, and on the R<~publican 

and Bluo Hivors in ]{a1isns. 
Sulphate of Baryta., in it:s }Hll'o whito form, is very ahmHfant in 

Mirisom·i. n ocem·s in large hcclfl in tho mining regions, ns tho gnngno 

of our !Md VPillH, and ns largo rnasRoH, c1Rpecinlly in tho nrngno,;in.11 lime~ 

stonNi of tho Lowm· Sil11rin11 roelrn. It is largely utilizod ns n pigment 

in conned.io11 with l<'nd. It mny ho mnclo v1tlunblo for tlw snmo puqnrnos 

in c011rn1otion with Rontn of our forniginous and i1rgillncMus puiuts. Its 

woight. n.11<1 <11tl'llhility will givo tlwso rnnterinls more hody mid stnhility. 
Quick Lime,'"·· A 11 of tho limestono formation ii in tho Rtato, from tho 

coal nrnnsures to 11rn Fourth Mngnosian, lmvo more or Jt.ss stmta of vory 

nnarly puro cnrJ,onnto of limo, which will consc•quonUy make good 

quick limo. 
Clays.-~ Pottc\rH' cfoy is found in grc•at ulm11dance 1111<1 worked in 

nrnny loc11lit ins in the Htato. 
Kaolin hM bo<\ll dhwovernd nt !1 fow pb<:os, nnd worked :vt 0110 

or two. 
Brick Clays lmvo hoc•n fmmd nn<l workod in 1wnrly 1.tll the cmmties 

whcwo tlion1 hns hnmi a clema1ul for tlwm. Tho nrgillac:eons portions 

of the bluff fot·m:ttion nrnko goo<l brick, its Hbow11 in the bl'ick y:tl'ds of 

11oarly all tho tow1u:1 011 om· large rivm-s. The lil'ic:k yarcls of St. Louis 

uro supplied from Otis soorco. Home of tbo tertin.ry cl1tys will nmke 

tho V<~ry lH1Ht: hrick. 
Fire Bricks nrn rna.nnfocturod from. the firn~cfoys of tho lowc1· coal 

snl'ics in St. Louis County. These bricks pos,.:c14s fine rcfmotory 

propcl'tieK. 'l'liel'e aro rna.ny heels of fircH.:ln.y in the Coal Mmis111·es. 
Somo heds of the lltt<hwn mvcr Gl'oup in H.alh1 tind Piko Countios, of 

the Ilumilton Group in Piko and Mu.don, and of tho V crruicmfor Sand

ston<i and BlrnleH on North Hi vcr, SQ@l to possess all Lh<l 'Jtrnlities of the 

very best ikc-chtys. Tho qrnmtity of these days is groat, almost bcyon<l'. 
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comput::Ltion. No possible demand could exhaust it. Good fire-clays 
.-exist in all the north-western counties. 

Fire Rock has often been observed. Some of the more silicious beds 
of the Coal Measures are very refractory. The upper strnta of the 
Ferrnginous Sandstones, some arenaceous beds of the Eucrinitul Lime
stone, the upper part of the Chouteau Limestone, ancl the fine-grained, 
impure beds of the .Magnesian Limestones, all possess qualities which 
will enable them to withstand the action of fire. But the Second and 
Third Limestones, used in the fornaces at iron Mountain arnl Pilot 
Knob, are the most refhwtory rocks yet exnmined. 

Paints.-There are seveml beds of purple shales in the Con.I Measures 
which possess the properties requisite for paints used in outsido work. 
Yellow and red ochres are found in considornhle quantiti(l;.;. Somo of 
these paints have been thoroughly tested, and found fire-proof and 
,durable. There are extensive beds of ferruginous clays, which will make 
paints of the very best qualities for ull the slrndes of brown an<l dark 
Ted. These ores mixed with baryta and lead will make excellent and 
beautiful pigments. 

Sandstones, of various shades of huff, red and browll, occur in all 
the geological systems of the State. l\fany of them n,rc firm and durable, 
aucl they present colors suited to various styles of architecture. They 
also furnish an abundance of ffrc-rocks. 

Granite and Diorite of several varieties occur in Misso11l'i. The 
most abundant is a coarse-grained, red granite of grnat lrnm1 ty as a 
building material for heavy, strong work. Sornc of the hods of th is 
granite are quite durable, but the most of it is re:i<lily <foco111posed by 
atmospheric influences. vVe also have fine gray gra.nitc8 an<l <liorites, 
which split and work well, and are the most dm·ablo, suhstnntial ·and 
·desirable of all our building stones. 

Road M aterials.-Missouri has a large almndauco of the vm·y hc::it 
materials for streets aud roads. Limestones of the very hardest and 
most durable kinds occur everywhere. Tbe Green Sterne, Trap, and 
so-called Gray Granites of Madison and adjoining con11tio;;, will make 
most excellent block paving. But the rod granite is m:;trnlly too coarse 
and brittle, and decomposes too rapidly for paving stones. 

Pi:bbles and Gravels are also abundant iu tlie Drift aud in the beds 
of many of our streams. These materials in the Drift arc of the mo11t 
durable kinds, and would mnke better streets than limestono McAdam. 
There are inexhaustible quantities of this gravel and pebbles iu St. Louis 
,and several other counties. 
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This brief and general view of the dcpo:-;its of nsoful minerals in 

Missouri, shows tlrnt Natnro \ms heen lavish of the materials necessary 

for tho growth antl Htahility of a populous State. If, in connection with 

these vast :incl v1tricd mineml products, we take into view the well

known f:tets that MiHsonri and tho lt<~j1tcent Stnt(•s possess soils of 

wonderful fertility, and in varieties suited to all tho staple crop'l and 

fruits of the tcmpcmto zone; that the whole region is intersected hy 

rivers and crooks, aud watered hy countless living springs; that it is 

supplietl with hon11<llPss forosts of nearly every v:tl'iety of tho best 

timber on the eo11li1w11t; that 11u111orous n1ilroads and thousnrn1s of miles 

of river navigation (Wllt(?l' hero; tlutt we me in the grnat liigbwu,y of the 

moving pop11latfo11H of hoth hPmisphcrcs,-we shaJl hnvo more of the 

cmnsos aud <·011<litions of growth, WPtdth arnl pcrmnncnco than have ever 

smTomulml any people of nn\Jieut or modem timos. 

WA'I~EitS (H' MISSOUIU. 

Hut fnw portions of til1c worl(l m·e so well watcrod as Missouri. 

Springs in vast numlwrs, great; v:wint.y, and of all sizes, como Wc>lling 

up to ref1•<11•h aud beautify in. nll piirtH of the St::ito. Str(•nms, too, 

starcoly C(iltldtHl in sbm, l>oanty tiud vitl'icty, water <Wery part of ot1r 
t(?rt'i to ry. 

Navigable Waters. -Tho MiHsissippi washes the entire oiistern 

hor<fol' of tho Rtat.e, a cliHt:mc<i of 500 milmi. 'l'ho MiHHouri waHlrns the 

\V('Htnm homulnl'y from the north-c:uist comer southward some 250 milef'l, 

to tho month of t!te KanHas, anJ tho11ec fH>uth of oust, through the henrt 

of tho Stato, to its jmwtion with tlrn Mississippi. 
Bcsi<lci-1, these two rnighty rivers have ma11y tributnrics within the 

State, which are mol'o or ](is:; rnwigahln for sk11rn1HnLts, k:cel boitts and 

barges. 011 tlw right hank of tho MiHl:lo11ri, tho Gnscomtde, tho Osngo, 

and Lit Mino ar0 ruwigable, The lumlrnr businmrn of tho Gusconudo 

mak<is its navigation a. matter of import!tnee. Tho trade of the towns 

ou the Of:lagc bas induced 1:>tcnn:icn·s to make regular trips as high as 
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\Yar.saw. Barges anJ keel buats might pass up as high as the State 
Linc. On the left bank, the Platte, Chariton and Grand Rivers are 
navio-aJ>le for keel boats and baro-es, and even sten,mboats have made 0 0 
some few trips on their waters. Tlrn Des Moines, Salt Hiver and the 
Meramec, the St. :Fl'ancoi:> and ·white Rivers have been navigated by 
boats on a few important occasio11s. 

Smaller Streams.-There are a vast number of smaller streams, such 
as are called rivet's, cl'eeks and branches. A glance at the map will show 
how well these are distl'ibuted over the entire surface, supplying an 
ilhunclnuce of water to all parts of the State. 

Springs.-The State is well supplied with bold springs of pure waters. 
Out of the bottoms, there is scarcely a sectiou of land but has one or 
more perennial springs of good watel'. Many of these springs are large, 
even bPyond the conception of those who have not seen the river!'l which 
flow from them nncl drive the mills a11d machinery placed upon their 
waters. One nrny serve as a sample. Bryce's Spring on tho Niangua, 
drives a large :flouring-mill, and flows away a rapid river forty-two yard:> 
in width. These vast springs are very uumerous in the south part of the 
State. 

Salt Springs a!'e very abundant in the central part of the State. 
They discharge vast quantities of briue, in Cooper, Saline, Howal'd and 
the adjoining counties. Those brines arc near the uavigahle waters of 
the Missouri, in the midst of an abundance of wood and coal, and might 
furnish salt enough to supply all the nrnrkets of the continent. Con::;id
erable salt was made in Cooper and Howartl at an early day. 

Sulphur Springs are nlso numerous throughout tho State. Tho 
Chouteau Springs in Cooper, the Monagnw Springs in St. Clair, the 
Elk Spl'ings in Pike, and the Cheltenham Springs in St. Louis County, 
hnve acqui!'ed cousiderable reputation as salulJrious wntcrs, a11d have 
become popular places of resort. There are good snlphur springs in 
many other counties of the State, and the waters of 1110:-Jt of them are 
similnr to the waters of the Chouteau and Elk Springs. 

Chalybeate Springs.-There are a great many springs in the State 
which are irnpt'egnated with some of the salt::; of iron. Those co11taini11g 
carhmrnte& and sulphates are most abundant; some of these ha vu 
acquil'ed consiL1erab16 reputtttion as medicinal waters. Sweet Springs, 
on the Blackwater, nncl the Chalybeate Spring in the University cam
pus, are perhaps the most popular of the kind in the State. 

Petroleum Springs.-Tar and Oil Springs, as they are called, are 
founu in Cal'roll, Ray, Randolph, Cass, Lafayette, Bates, Vernon and 
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other counties of the State. Many of these springs discharge consid

erable quantities of oil. The variety called lubricating oil, is the mo1·e 

common. It is impossible to say with certainty whether petroleum 

will be found in paying qmtntities in these localities; but the fact 

that it has been flowing from springs in such qucmtities would indica.t:e 

some almndant somce ; and there is scarcely a doubt that there are 

reservoirs of considernble quantities. Where these reservoirs are, no 

one can tell with certainty, and all explorations, as even in the best 

petroleum regions, must be undertaken in tt considerable degree of 

11.rnecrtainty. 
Water Power.-There are munberless streams that might be dammed 

aml mado to drivo nrnchinery. Such pbces are most numerous in the 

southern part of th() State, where the streums luwe rook becls to support 

.the dinns :.tntl muke them permanent. 1 have uoticod excellent localities 

of tho ki1ul on tho Oi:mge, Niangua, Pomme tle 'I:'errc, Sue, Spring River, 

Big Hivor, Cn.stor, .Mernmoc, Bombeuso, Gasconade, Currant River, 

White Hiver, Gmnd Hivor, La Mino, etc. But the nw"t valnnble wuter

powers are the largo springi:l which are so uJi111Hfont throughout nearly 

all the conntios in tho southern part of the State. Many of these springs 

are now used to chive mills of various kinds. They aro particularly 

abund:1nt on tho Wt1tors of the Meranrno, Gasconade, Bourbeuse, Osage, 

Niangua, Spring, White, Sugnr. Big, Currant, r~ittle und Black Rivers . 

.No water power can excel that at Bryce's Spring, 011 the Nia11gu11. 

lt discharges ahout 11,000,000 cubic foot of water per diem, with 110 

perceptible val'iation of temperature or quality. The temperature is 

~tbout 60 ° Fahrenheit, so w:mn tbat no ice forms in it to obstruct the 

nmchinery; and th() quantity is so rogular tlrnt the imwhinist may know 

how muuh powor it will exert oach hour frnm the beginning to the end 

of the year, aml can construct his dmns a11c1 machinery economically, 

with jnst enough strength to meet the neccs:;ities of the case; whereas, 

in streams, the unoertnin rise nnd fall of the water and ice arc sources of 

great loss anll annoyance. 
There urc hundreds of thes,c springs strffieiently large to drive mills 

and factories; and the time is not far distnnt whcrn these vast limpid 

fountains will make a thousand. burrs and suws whirl to their dashing 

music. 



CHAPTER IV. 

PRAIRIE .AND TIMilER. 

Many articles have been written to show "How the prniric.". were 
made," but thP. more appropriate question would he, "How tlw Lornsts 
were made," since the prairie preceded the forc::its, autl the forest:.,; arn 
constantly encroucbiug upon the prairies. . 

"'When the country emerged from the waters whieh last cnv<"rn<1 it, 1.lw 
m:irls of the bl uif formation occupied nearly all tho snl'liwo of 1 ho St.ate, 
and a rank vegetation of grasses a11d other plantti spnrng up, forming- 0110 
vast prairie. Young trees grew with the other v<•getaLion, but Llw firn.':! 
which overran the country killed them out of tho dry('I' and rid1Pr por
tions. They grew apace where the fires were tPo W<'nk, l>y J'<\:tso11 of 
water or a scarcity of vegetation, to destroy thorn. A11 tho forrn;t.s 
increased in size, they acquired power to with1-3ta11d and choc:k i.!10 fo·es ; 
and thus they have gradually encroached Hpou Llw prnirio, u11Lil morn 
th~m one-half of the State is covered by om· mngniikcnt foroc:Li-;. 

lf a line be drawn from Hannibal to tho soutl1wost cor11or of 1.Jie St,aL(", 
much of that portion to the northwest of tho lino will lio prnirio, and 
that on the southeast of it will be timber. Large arn:tH of ti111lH"r eki1t 
the streams and cover portions of the uplanl1s 011 tli(l prairil' :..;ido, and 
1o11g nrms of the prairie extend al011g the divides into tho t.irni>orod i-;icln, 
as from Macon down along the St. Lo11is, Knu;,:aH City :t11d North(\rn 
Railway to St. Charles, from Cass eastward along tho Panili<: H.ailroad to 
Cole, and from Newton up along the highlarnl11 t11ro11gh G1·np11c to 
"'Webster and eastward; aud small pntchos of it chocker t.ho wJwl<l 
timbered region, even to the swamps of the southeast. 

The bottom prairies are level, and often sublime in their vn11t ()Xt<mt; 
while upland prairies are rolling aud grand in thoir endless r;1wcns:,;io n of 
undulations, like the ocean subsiding from tho e:ffoets of a. storm. 

The following trees of 1"1issouri will show a great vn1·inty of tho vory 
best kinds of lumber for domestic, farm and rrrn11ufact11ri11g purpo11c~11: 
Pine, walnut, cherry, ash, maple, birch, hickory, oak, 1i11cfon, cotton
wood, poplar, and sweet, black and yellow gnm, cedar, cyprcsH, :,;yca
more, locust, <:offee-tree, elm, pecan, chestnut, tulip tree, (tho ''whit.<~ 
m1d yellow poplar" of Kentucky and southern Missouri,) beach, 
willow, hackberry, mulberry, tupelo, catalpa, ironwood, hornbeam all(l 
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box-elder are found in great abundance in the State, and some of them 
in all their known varieties. There are six species of hickory, three of 
locust, eighteen of oak, and varieties of other trees in like proportion. 
All these kinds of trees grow very large in our deep rich soils and our 
warm climate. The following, selected from the catalogue, will give an 
idea of the vast size to which these trees grow in our State: Sycamores, 
130 feet high and 43 feet in ci~cumference; cypress, 130 feet high and 
29 feet in circumference; walnuts, 110 feet high and 22 feet in 
circumference. 

But no figures, no descriptions can give an idea of the grandeur and 
glorious beauty of our forests. Like Niagara, they must be seen, exam
ined from above and below, and re-examined, visited and revisited before 
they can be fully appreciated. One must wa1k in the midst of these 
mighty monarchs of the forest until he feels like a pigmy among giants ; 
and must admire the grape-vines banging 1ike huge cab1es from their 
lofty branches, and mingling their purple clusters with the highest foliage, 
and the large orange :flowers of the trumpet-creeper, and the crimson 
foliage of the American ivy, warming and beautifying their sombre 
shades ; he must see these glories before he can appreciate the sublime 
beauty and grandeur of our forests. 

Here, too, the uti1itarian can find woods suitable for all the useful 
purposes to which they are applied. Millions of these varieties of 
lumber are destroyed every year in opening farms. Meanwhile we are 
importing millions in furniture and agricultural implements, and lumber 
for the various kinds of carpentry. There is poor economy in importing 
furniture from the Ohio and its tributaries, when we are destroying upon 
our farms more and better lumber of the same varieties, every year. 

34 



CHAPTER VII. 

SOILS. 

In the resources of the State, the soils must stand in tho first rank, since they are the great source of national prosperity a1ul powor, a11d the basis of individual wealth and happiness. Adam comnwuccd tlrosl:ling the soil in Eden, and his successors have over found its m.1lt.ivatio11 tlrnir most useful and delightful employment. No dcpartnwnt of u.griculturnl science is more defective than the classi.:fic:1tion 1111<1 nouumchtt.urn of Hoi!11. The varieties of soil pass into each other hy such minute gra<laticms that it is well nigh impossible to point out; nny <lcli11ito li11os of l'Cparntion. In the popular nomenclature we huve somo very g1·1wru.I mtmes, which are very definite when considered iu Homo of t.lwir nllntfo111:J, us timbered lands and prairie lands. Those wuncri do 11ot indicat.o tho quality of the soils any further thnn they uro produccHl by thoHo relations. To the same class of names belong bolt.om land.~ nud ·1y1l1t1ul.'I, sometimes called bl1~ff lands. Those terms, Hko t.hw:H1 n:tnuHl 1tlmv11, point out important natuml divisions of our Roil::i, though tlwy h:ivc iw reference to the fertility of those in either division. };:wh divi:-ion contains soils of all grades of productiven<'ss, from t.lw htist, to t lw poorrn:it. And yet these timbered lauds have one advantu.go ovo1.· t.lw p1.·1Lirio. If' two soils be taken side by side, both hasccl upou tho riamo formut.fon ttn<l both subject to the same influences dnriug their fornmtion, 1mvo Ollll lrn."I produced trees and the other gmsses, ttutl tho troo:-i lwv1i <locnyc<l oa t.ho one and the grasses have burned on tho other-the fornw1· will lmvo moro decaying vegetable matter, and will be lighter, warmer, mid moro kindly in cultivation. But if both be put under the same cultnro, this <lifforence will gradually disappear, as the vegetable muttor will decrcnso in the one andducrease in the other. This clifferencc in ilwso cla1:1sc1:1 of soil, rendered the timber lauds much the more popular ~unoug tho ol<lc1· settlers. 
THE PRAIRIE LANDS occupy nearly one-half of the entire 1t1·c1t of tlw State. They possess all the varieties of soil found in the timber, and are identical with them, save in the ditfcreuccs above rnunca. The grnsses are as diversified and as distinctly mark the varieties of soil on tho prairies, as do the trees in the timber. The resin-weed, crow-foot, and wild sorghum, indicate as good soils on the prairies as do the elxn, 
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hickory and walnut in the timber. But, as the trees·are more conspicuous 
and better known, the varieties of soils are best known by the timber 
they produce. 

These divisions of soils have other natural distinctions well marked 
by locatiun, as bottom timbei· and upland timbei·. The former is in the 
river bottoms, and the latter in tho highlands. So also we have bottom 
prairie and upland prairie. These lttnds a.re still further divided so as 
to indicate the quality of the soil with a marked degree of certainty by 
their natural productions, their chemical composition, and by their 
physic:d strncture. The dotermination of tho qualities of the soi.ls by 
the natural productions, is best understood by om· farmers, as all are 
well awaro that the soil that pro<lnccs hnckherry and elm is much better 
than the soil that produces hlnck:-jack and black hickory: that the former 
will yield abundant crops, while tho latter will produce but a very inferior 
growth. In this diviBion :u.·c those soils marked by the growth of partic
ular trees and shrnhs, from whieh thoy doriv<1 their names. 

ll<zclcberry Lands pol:lscss the best upland soils in the State. The 
growth is lmckheny, elm, wild cherry, honey-locust, coffee tree, pignut 
hickory, chcistnut and burr oak, bfock and white walnut, mulberry, 
linden nnd papnw. 

~l'bc Orow-:foot Lands of the prairie region, have soils very similar in 
quality to tlrn hackhcny lands, itnd these two soils generally join each 
other whore the timber nml prairie lands meet. These soils, covering 
about 5,500,000 acres, ahouml in the western counties, from Atchison to 
Cass, imd eastward to S:dilrn nnd lioward. ~rl1cy also cover small areas 
in other parts of the Stat<i. 'l'ho productive and durable qu:tlities of 
these soils aro sm•passed by llOIHl in the oountl'Y. It has su:ffi.eicnt sand 
for tho water to dndn off rapidly in 'wet weatlwr, itnd enough of clay, 
lime, mngnosi11 and humus to retain tho moisture in the day. It rests on 
n bed of fine silicious marls, which will render it perpetually fertile under 
deep tillage. 'rhcHe productive powers are well illustrated in the gigantic 
forests and luxuriant gmss produced by it. White oaks grow upon 
it 29 foot in circumforeucc, aud 100 feet high; linden, 23 feet in circum
ference, and 100 feet high ; burr oak and sycamore grow still larger. 
Herds of buffalo, elk, and deer were entirely concealed from the hunter 
by tho tall prairie gmsscs on tho crow-foot lands. 

Ifomp, tobacco, corn and the cereals grow upon it in great luxuriance, 
and no soil is bettcir adapted to fruits of all kinds. These 5,500,000 
acres of the best land on the continent, are capable of feeding and sus
taining 2,000,000 people. A population of 1,000,000 could live on 
these rich, broad acres in comfort and luxury. 
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Elm Lands are but little inferior to the backberry. The name is 
derived from the American elm, which grows so large and nbundant in 
the marrnificent forests of these lands. The principal growth is elm, hack
berry, honey-locust, black walnut, cherry, blue ash, black oak, redbud, 
and papaw. This soil has about the same properties as the hacl~berry 
soils, st1ve that the sand is finer and the clay more abundant, owrng to 
the finer nature of the marls from which it is derived. This soil abounds, 
interspersed with hackberry lands, in the region above named; and in 
the east, it covers large areas in lVfarion, Monroe, Boone, Cooper, St. 
Louis, Greene and many other counties. 

The Resin Weed Lands of the prairie, have about the same quality 
of soil. This soil occupies an area of about 3,000,000 acres. Its heavy 
forests and luxuriant prairie grasses, and its chemical properties, clearly 
indicate its great fertility; and the marls upon which it is oascd fully 
assure its durability. A grape-vine growing on this was 22 inches in 
circumference, and 180 feet long, and an elm 22 feet in circumference, 
and 90 feet high. Hemp, tobacco, corn, wheat and other staple crops 
grow luxuriantly, and all kinds of fruits, adapted to the climate, do well. 

Hickory Lands hold the grade next to the elm lands, and arc character
ized by a growth of white and shell-bark hickory, blnck, scarlet and laurel 
oaks, sugar maple, persimmon, dogwood, haw, redbud and crnb-npple. 
In the south-east the tulip tree, beech and black gum, grow on soils of 
about the same quality. This soil is more clayey and uot so deep, and 
has a sub-soil more impervious, and the underlying marls have less sand 
and lime and more clay. Large areas of prairie in the north-cast and 
south-west have soils of nearly the same quality, often called "rnnlatto 
soils" in some parts of the State. There is also a soil based upon the 
red clays of southern Missouri of about the same quality. It is a highly 
productive soil, which is greatly improved and rendered more durable 
by deep culture. Our farmers hold it in high estimation for the culture 
of corn, wheat and other cereals, and the grasses. Its blue-grass 
pastures are equal, if not superior, to any in the State. }i'ruit is culti
vated with marked success. The area is very great in the central and 
eastern. counties n01th of the Missouri, and in many of those south-
6,000,000 acres may be a fair estimate of the area. 

White Oak Lands occupy ridges where the lighter materials of the 
soil have been washed away. They sustain a growth of white and black 
oak, shell-bark and black hickory, dogwood, sassafras, redbud and 
fragra:it sumach. The surface soil is not so rich in humus as the last 
variety, but the sub-soil is quite as good, ~nd the underlying marls not 
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so cla.yey and impervious. Jn nmny places the sub-soil is better than the 
surfami, and tho lmul m1ty he greatly improved hy turning it to tho 
surfiwc. 'l'he white oak l'idg<is produc(i superior wheat, good corn and 
tho finest qimlity of tobacco. Grn.pcs, peaches, and other fruits yield 
alnmchint and sure crops. This soil occupies mnny of the ridgos in the 
region no1·th of the Missouri and cnst of the Chariton, and those south 
of the fot·mer river a.ud north of the Osage, as well as south of the 
Osage mid the Missoud-1,500,000 actes nrny be 1.i fair estimate. 

J>o.~t Oalc .Land.~ occupy ridgcis generally on the south side of i!he 
O:mge, 1t11d produc<~ lH>Ht mid black ouk, hickory, sus1mfras, dogwood au<l 
stm11wh. 1'lw growth is 1tbout tho sn.mo ns th(l whihi oak ridg<is, sub
stituting the pm1t for white oak. Thi1> soil ii; lmscid upon 1:1. ligh1!~colo1«1d 
innd, with loss lime n.ncl smHl tlmn is f'onud in tho mnrls underlying the 
whit<i oak l'idgm;; but it vrodnm~s good <itopa of tho atnples of tlrn 
cm111try, 1111<1 luts for s<ivm·nl yrntt'':l yieldod tho hc~st tohncco of tho W'est. 
:F'ruita of nil vm·i<)tiea eultivntod in om lntitn<fo exMI on this soil. lhmp 
c.Hltur<l will nmdor this land mm·o pro<hwfrv<i nnd dumhfo. Tho artJ!l. 
<.1ovm·ecl hy post cmk lnrnls hi vory lnrgo, hut uot. dtifluit,dy known-prob. 
ably 3,()(}Q,()()Q l\C\l'OS. 

])la.ck ,Jack Laml,it lmVt) fow trMa, !'lnve l;fo,(~k jnck and bl!tok hfokory ; 
sonHitinHis 11 fow gmpes aud 1mme smuad:t. 'fhoy <Hl<mpy th<~ high fl.int 
riclges which nre uimnlly nndol'l1tid with homstone and snndatom1 1 m1d 
somo atruta of n:rngnesian linrnstot,H}. Tho sulHmil is wmully it lifofoss 
emuly olay, and tho 1;1oil full of frngnwnts of flint. Thia is tlH.l 1wcm~st 
soil in tlrn Stato, m1d will ho of lit.t,111 tuio rm vo for pastures and vin~1yn11d!!. 

'l'ho cuhiv1ition of gt•11pos mi those tliut ridg<is will bo mor(l oxpmu:iiv<i, hut 
tho jui<;cs may hti rfoh enough to pay tho <1xk1t \)Xpmum. 'l'lrny will 
r>r<><luc<> <IX(l(~llont winos, and hoootn<) profifablo gmp() htnds whon winos 
shall be nwro ostoemod for th(1ir quality than thc1ir <1mmt.ity. ThotHl hinds 
occupy a largo port.ion of tllC' flint null suud1:1tone ridges on tho south of 
th<1 Oi:.ago, pc)rha.ps 3,000,000 ucl'os. 

Pine Land.<; h1w<:' a growth ot' pi110, post, white and hlad~ oak, hla<~k 
hickory, <logwcw<l mid sns81LfrlLS, Th()y hiw<i an inferior, tmndy soil; uml 
-Occupy tho ph1tClnus, hills aml l'idg<1s of southom Mias<mri, which rtre 
un<lerluid by tho aa11dstonca of tho ·nutgrrnsir111 limeatonc s<n•fos. Tbe 
.area. of this soil is not f'ully <fotormitwd, hut it will not he less than 
2 ,000,000 ii.cr<1a. 1'h<} soil is Emndy nncl thin, nnd would bo gniatly 
benefited by clay and hurnus; hut plttst<ir and olover, or buokwhmit, 1.tro 
the moat availn.hlo meims of improvement. 

Other soils u.re better determined hy u. consideration of both the trees 
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they produce and the rocks from which they are derived. Of this class 
are the-

JJ:lagnesian Limestone Soils, which are base<l. upon and derived from 
the magnesian limestone or mineral-bearing series of southern Missouri, 
and produce black and white walnut, black gum, white arid whahoo elms, 
sugar maple, honey locust, rock chestnut, scarlet and laurel oaks, blue 
ash, white and shell-bark hickory, buckeye, hazel, sumach and dogwood. 
These lands occupy the slopes, hillsides and narrow valleys of the southern 
and southeastern part of the State, and the northern slopes of the Mis
souri east of Boone County. The soil is dark, light and warm, rich in 
lime, magnesia and humus. It is very productive and durable. The 
region occupied by it is often so broken as to he inconvenient for ordinary 
culture in form crops. It is, however, well adapted to fruit. It covers 
an area of 10,000,000 acres. 

This large area, extending from the Missouri Hiver to Arkansas, mul 
from l\farshfiek1 to Cape Girardeau, is a table-land varying in the elevation 
from 500 to 1,500 feet. It is cut by deep winding vnlleys in the south 
and north, and broken into knobs and ridges towards the east. Large 
bold springs of pure, cool waters gu~h from every hillside, and fill the 
valleys with limpid streams. Magnificent forests ahound, and wild grnpes 
everywhere mingle their purple clusters with the foliage of the elm and 
the oak, the mulberry and the buckeye. 

The climate is delightful. The winters are short mid mild, the sum
mers long and temperate. Its skies vie with those of Italy, and its 
fountains and streams, valleys and mountains, equal their favorite proto
types in classic Greece. No soil can surpass this for the grape, and the 
mild winters and long summers, favored by the warm dry winds of the 
southwest, are most favorable for maturing its rich juices. 

Such are the soils on the uplands of Missouri. The bottom lands are 
not less important ancl interesting. They present the following varie
ties. The whole is divided into Bott11m Prafrie nnd Bottom Tirnber: 

Bottom Prairie has a light, rich, deep, dnrk nnd productive soil, 
clothed with luxuriant native grasses, among which a species of sorghum 
is conspicuous. Before these savannas were pastured, the grasses grew 
to a height varying from :five to ten feet. 

The bottom prairie soil is rich in all the elements of fertility. It 
is deep and light, and but slightly affected by e:x:cessive wet or dry 
weat~er. Hemp, tobacco, and all the staple crops grow on it with great 
luxunance. The bottom prairie covers a large portion of the Missouri 
Bottoms above Glasgow, and some considerable areas in St. Charles, 
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Marion and the southeastern counties OU the Mississippi. Some of 
these prairies on the Missouri are 20 or 30 miles long, and from 2 to 10 

miles wide-as the broad Wyaconda and Huppan Cuty. The area of 

these lands is constantly decreasing by the action of the river and the 

encroachments of the forest; but there still remains about 300,000 acres 

of these rich and beautiful natural meadows. 
Tlie Bottom Tirnber has several natural divisions, well recognized hy 

the people of the country, and designated as "high bottom," "low 

bottom," "wet bottom" or" swt1mp," and" cypress." 
IIigh Bottorns have a deep, porous and rich sandy soil,which produces 

a gigantic growth of elm, sugar maple, white ttsh, cherry, locust, linden, 

sweet gum, buckeye, burr, red, Spanish, swamp and scarlet oaks, thick 
shell-bark hickory, hackberry, pectin, l>fack walnut, plum and mulberry. 

Grape-vines, trumpet aml Virginia creepers, poison oak, wistaria and 

staff-tree climb the highest trees, and mingle their scarlet and pnrplo· 

flowers and f~uits with the highest foliage. 
The fertility of this soil is well attested by its chemical properties, and 

the large trees grown upon it. The following, among other samples~ 

were measured in 185 7 : 

Syon.more ...•........••. 43 feet in circumference . . . . • • . . . • . • 65 feet high. 
Oat;alpa .•••••..••.•••••. 10 " " • • • • • .. • • • • • 90 " " 

Cypress ................. 29 "" "" ....... ~, . .. 130 "' '' 
Cottonwoon ..••••...•... :30 " " ••••••....•• 125 " " 
Blttck Walnnt ....•....•. 22 " " .•.•••...••• 110 " " 
Spituish Oiik .•••••..••••. 36 " " • • • • • • • • • • • • 90 " " 
Grape Vine ............. aa inches " .....•...... mo "loneg. 

This soil covers about 2,000,000 acres, occupying all the bottoms which 

are above the ustrnl high waters along our rivers. It is very productive, 

and so deep and porous that the crops are but little affected by dry nnd 

wet seasons. Hemp, corn, tobacco, and the cereals, are produced in 
rich abundance. 

Low Bottoms have a soil simifar to the high bottoms, but they are so 

low as to be covered with water at ordinary overflow. Sycamore, cotton

wood, silver maple, box-elder, red birch, buckeye, willow, river and 

frost grapes and poison ivy, are the most common productions. They 

grow to vnst proportions. The overflows reucler these lands nearly 
useless for farming purposes; but when the floods are kept out by 
levees, they are tlfo most productive nnd vnluable. There are large 

areas of these lands in Southeast Missouri-in the State nearly li000,000 
·acres. 
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Swamp and Wet Bottom are terms usually applied to a variety of 
bottom lands very similar to the two preceding, but different in being so 
located as to be saturated with or nearly covered with water. This 
excess of water renders them useless for ordinary culture. They sustain 
a heavy growth of pin, swamp and red oaks, holly, spice bush, white and 
black ash, red birch, box-elder, button bush, sycamore, cottonwood, 
whahoo elm, sweet gum, water locust, white and red maple, poison oak, 
frost and river grapes. 

Oypress.-This name is given to low bottoms which are covered by 
standing water for a large part of the year. The decomposition of 
vegetable matter in these waters adds a new deposit of vegetable mould 
annually to their rich soil, which sustains a very heavy growth of cypress, 
tupelo, sour gum, water locust, white and red maple, pin and Spanish 
oaks. These cyp1·esses are numerous and very e:A'tensive in Southeast 
Missouri. Buffalo Cypress and Honey Cypress are good samples. The 
central and wettest portions of them usually have deposits of bog ore. 
These soils are useless for ordinary farming purposes ; but their timber 
is unique, abundant and valuable. The area of swamp and cypress lands 
will reach 1,000,000 acres. 

Such are the soils of Missouri, as they are recognized by the people of 
the State from their natural productions ; and a large range of chemical 
analyses fully sustain the popular estimate of these lands as to fertility. 
The area attributed to each has been determined with tolerable accuracy 
by observations extended over nearly every county of the State for a 
period of 20 years. 
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Nature Uoaubdued. 

CHAPTER I. 

"SOME PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS."- GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE.-BOUNJ>A• 
RIES, DISTANCES, ETc.-"fABLIC OF COUNTIES, THEIR POPULATION, ETc.-AREA AND 
TOPOGRAPHY.-RIVERS, CAVES, QUARRIES AND NATURAL CURIOSITIES. 

"AND God said to them, • * * · fill the earth and subdue it. • • • 
"Beh0ld, I have given you every herb scattering seed, which is on the 
" face of all the earth, and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree, 
"scattering seed, to you shall it be for food; and to every beast of the 
"earth and to every £owl of the heavens and to every thing that creeps 
"on the earth, wherein is a spirit of life, all green herbage for food." 
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So man is given for his sustenance every herb scattermg seed (that is 
propagated by seed), leaving him the choice among them all of such 
varieties as are suited to his natnre, necessities or tastes. To him is 
.also given every fruit tree, and every tree pleasant to the sight, that in 
like manner he may, from among them all, choose such as he likes best 
to beautify the landscape, and such as bear fruits most pleasing to his 
taste, or best adapted to his nourishment. To the animals is assigned 
call green herbage without distinction. 

This great gift, with the accompanying boon of choice, embodied in 
the command, ":fill the earth and subdue it,"- carried with it the 
indescribable blessing of Labor. 

Man commenced to subdue the earth by tilling the soil, thus render
ing the herb scattering seed more bountiful in its production, and also 
developing trees more pleasing to the eye, which likewise produced in 
greater abundance fruits more nourishing to the body and more luscious 
io the taste . 

.Adam was a gardener. Cain, his first born, was a farmer. .Abel, 
next in age, was a stock-raiser. ·when these agl'iculturists required tools 
with which they could more readily subdue the earth, and, when their 
-surplus products rendered the suppol't of another class of workers possible, 
mining for metals and the making of the necessary implements now com
menced, and we hear of Tubal Cain, the first manufacturer. 

If man looks upon the earth as it is in a state of nature, he finds but 
little that is ready for his use. But few can live, and that few but 
scantily and precariously, upon the spontaneous productions of the land. 
Boundless material, however, and limitless resources are all about him, 
which, by labor and the skill born of labor, he can call to his service, 
subduing the earth, causing it to yield an abundance to sustain the life 
:and satisfy the wants of every living creature . 

. The mineral treasures, veiled in crude ore, lie hidden below the surface, 
often deep in the earth, and, when discovered, must be brought to the 
light by laborious toil; and are even then valueless until the manufacturer 
by enlightened and experienced labor, through difficult, tedious and 
exact processes, fits them for application to man's necessities and service. 

Through the impulse and command to subdue the earth have resulted 
all the wonderful changes recorded in history. It has developed thought, 
stimulated invention, quickened the dormant powers of combination, and 
.converted into actual, living realities, the latent possibilities of brain and 
muscle. The race has been developed from its primitive crudeness of a 
pair, subsisting upon the natural productions of the earth, to its present 
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unnumbered millions, with all the comforts and blessings of the highest. 
civilization, by obeying-often it is true unwillingly-the Lol'd's com
mand to fill the earth and subdue it. 

Out of this lal;>or, too, arises the right of property, the origin and 
bond of civil society. He who from a piece of timber, taken from the 
common forest, fashions a useful implement, thereby makes it his own, 
and it cannot be rightfully taken from him, for no one can justly 
appropriate to his own use, without a fair and satisfactory exchange, the 
product of another's skill and labor. So, he who originally takes 
possession of an unappropriated field, and by bis own labor prepares it 
for use, thereby makes it bis own, and it cannot rightfully be taken from 
him. Labor, therefore, expended upon the bounties of nature so as to 
increase their production or better fit them for the use and benefit of 
mankind, is the foundation of all rights in property; and all the blessings 
of civilization, enlightenment and society are the direct result of 
obedience ~o the Divine command and impulse-" fill the earth and 
subdue it." 

The elements of wealth in a State, then, roust consist of the available 
bounties of Nature upon which labor can be largely and profitably 
expended, and of the labor of her citizens which is put forth, to fit for 
and apply to man's use the gifts of Nature to her children. In short, 
nature's gift and man's htbor are the factors of which material wealth is 
the product. 

The natural advantages of Missouri will be partially understood from 
the following general description. 

Boundaries, Distances, Etc.-Missonri is bounded, on the north, by 
Iowa, from which it is separated for about thirty miles by the Des 
Moines River; on the east, by the Mississippi River, which separates it 
from Illinois, Kentucky and Tennessee; on the south, by Arkamas; and 
west, by the Indian Territory, Kansas aud N ebraslrn. It lies between the 
parallels of 36° 301 and 40° 301 North latitude, except the small projection 
in the extreme southern part of the State between the St. Francis and 
Mississippi Rivers, which extends south to the 36th parallel. 

The wiclth of the State between its extreme east and west points is 
nearly 350 miles; on the northern boundary, along tbe Iowa line between 
the Missouri and Des Moines Rivers, is about 210 miles; ori the south
ern boundary, between the south-west corner of the State and the 
Mississippi River, is about 280 miles. A line from St. Louis due west 
to the Kansas line is about 235 miles, and this is about the average width 

' 
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of the State. The le~<Tth of the State, north and south, (not including 

the strip between the St. Francis and Mississippi Rivers, which is 

about 34 miles long,) is about 280 miles. From the extreme northwest 

~orner to the extreme southeast corner of the State is about 450 miles, 

and from the northeast to the southeast corner about 320 miles. 

Area.-The area of Missouri is 65,350 square miles or 41,824,000 

acres, and contains 2.28 per cent. of the area of the United States, 

exclusive of Alaska. It is the largest State except Minnesota, which 

borders on the :Mississippi River, and is in area the eighth State in the 

Union. :Missouri is nearly as large as Illinois, Massachusetts and 

Connecticut, and. is equal to the combined area of Denmark, Holland, 

Belgium and Switzerland, and is a third larger than England. 

The State is divided into oue hundred and fourteen counties. We 

append a list showing their names, date of organization, area in acres 

and population according to the United States Census of 1870. 

Adair ...................... 
Andrew .....• . . . . . ........ 
.Atchison ................. 
Audrain ....•....... 
Barry ................ ::: :: 
Barton ..................... 
Bates ................... 
Be 
B 
B 
B 
B 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

nton ...•.........••...... 
ollinger ..•.•.•..••........ 
oone .........•......•..... 
uchanan ..• ............... 
utler ...................... 
·aldwell .......•....•..•... 
allaway ......•..•......•.. 
amden .................... 
ape Girardeaul .......•... 
arroll ....•...••..........• 
a1·ter ....•.• ............. 
ass ....................... 
edar ...................... 

'hariton •...•....••........ 
hristian •...••••.•.•.•...•• 
lark2 ..................... 
lay •...••.....•........... 
linton .................... 
ole ....................... 

DATE OF 
SETTLEMENT. ORGANIZATION. 

1828 Jan. 29, 1841. 
1836 Jan. 29, 1841. 
1839 Feb. 14, 1845. 
1830 Dec, 17, 1836. 
1828 Jan. 5, 1835. .... Dec. 12, 1855. 
1824 Jan. 29, 1841. 
1834 Jan. 3, 1835. 
1800 Mar. 1, 1851. 
1812 Nov. 16, 1820. 
1799 Feb. IO, 1839. 
1800 Feb. 27, 1849. 
1830 Dec. 26, 1836. 
1803 Nov. 25, 1820. 
1834 Jan. 29, 1841. 
1794 ............. 
1817 Jan .. 3, 1833. . ... Mar. 10, 1859 •. 
1830 Feb. 19, 1849. 
1832 VHS. 
1812 Nov. 16, 1820. 
1822 Mar. 8, 1860. 
1829 Dec. 16, 1836. 
1819 
1830 

Jan. 2, 1832. 

1816 
Jan. 15, 1833. 
Nov. 16, 1820. 

1 Organized under the terrltoral laws in 1818. 
2 One of the original districts of Louisiana. 

AREA 

ACRES. 
POPULATION. 

356,420 11,448 
273,025 15,137 
329,751 8,440 
441,927 12,307 
561,760 10,373 
378,100 5,087 
538,638 15,960 
468,432 11,322 
381,081 8,162 
430,600 20,765 
272,329 35,019 
437,935 4,298 
275,480 11,390 
517,7i:l6 19,202 
465,209 6,108 
362,450 17,558 
441,535 17,445 

. 325,405 1,455 
439 506 19,296 
322,000 9,474 
457,397 19,135 
347,520 6,707 
332,000 13,661 
254,423 15,564 
264,623 14,063 
234,466 10,292 
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DATE OF 
O:RGANIZATION .A.:RE.A. 

SETTLEMENT .A.C:RES. 
POPULATION 

Cooper ..••..•..•..•..•..... 1812 Dec. 17, 1818. 355,172 20,692 
Crawford ..•..•.....•.•••.. 1815 Jan. 23, 1839. 465,313 7,982 
Dade ..........•. ·.···••··· 1833 Jan. 29, 1841. 320,000 8,683 
Dallas .....•.... ·.·.······· 1838 Dec. 10, 1844. 344,611 8,383 
Daviess ...............•.... 1831 Dec. 29, 1836. 358,601 14,410 
DeKalb .................... 1833 Feb. 25, 1845. 263,608 9,858 
Dent ............... ··· •.. · 1828 Feb. 10, 1851. 558,720 6,357 
Douglass ................... .... Oct. 19, 1857. 495,360 3,915 
J)unklin .................... .... Feb. 14, 1845. 110,799 5,982 
:E'ranklin ........••......... 1803 ........ 1818. 560,338 30,093 
Gasconade .... ........... 1812 Nov. 25, 1820. 323,176 10,093 
Gentry ..... ............ 1840 Feb. 12, 1841. 312,587 11,607 
Greene .............•..•... 1829 Jan. 2, 1833. .438,424 21,549 
Grundy ...................• 1834 Jan. 2, 1841. 263,357 10,567 
H:trrison ................... 1839 Feb. 14, 1845. 464,294 14,635 
Jienry ..................... 1831 Dec. 13, 1834. 476)60 17,401. 
Hickory .................... 1837 Feb. j b, 1845. 260,998 6,452 
llolt ................. ·. · · .. 1838 Feb. 15, 1841. 272,761 11,652 
Iloward ................... 1807 Jan. 23, 1816. 288,234 17,233 
Howell .............•...... 1838 •....... 1857. 5U0,679 4,218 
Iron ....................... 1810 Feb. 17, 1857. 353,804 6,278 
Jackson ..........•.•..•.... 1808 Dec. 15, 1826. 417,089 55,041 
Jasper ..................... 1832 Jan. 29, 1841. 409,319 14,928 
Jefferson ................... 1773 Dec. 8, 1818. 402,252 15,380 
Johnson ..••............... 1833 nee. 13, 1834. 516,797 24,648 
Knox ...................... 1832 Feb. 14, 1845. 323,195 10,974 
Laclede ..........•......•.• 1816 Feb. 24, 1849. 474,879 9,380 
Lafayette 1 · ................ 1815 Nov. 16, 1820. 403,671 22,623 
Lawrence ................... 1831 Feb. 25, 1845. 384,000 13,067 
Lewis •........••.....•.... 1819 ........ 1832. 320,560 15,114 
Lincoln. ................... 1799 Dec. 14, 1818. 396,148 15,960 
Linn ....................... 1832 Jan. 7, 1837. 388,993 15,900 
Livingston ................. 1833 ••..•.•• 1837. 333,952 16,730 
McDonald .........•....... 1830 Mar. 3, 1849. 352,978 5,226 
Macon ....• ................. 1831 ..•.•... 1838. 529,920 23,230 
Madison .......•........... 1722 Dec. 14, 1818. 291,200 5,849 
Maries .....•.....•..•..•.•. 1838 Mar. 2, 1855. 313,416 5,916 
Marion ...........•........ 1800 Dec. 23, 1826. 280,509 23,780 
Mercer ..................... 1837 Feb. 14, 1845. 283,466 11,557 
Miller .....•.......•••....•. 1815 Feb. 6, 1837. 374,628 6,616 
Mississippi ................. 1800 Feb. 14, 1845. 253,440 4,982 
Moniteau ...•..•...•...•... 1815 Feb. 14, 1845. 262,443 11,375 
Monroe ...................... 1819 Jan. 6, 1831. 422,455 17,149 
Montgomery •..•••.••..•..• 1800 Dec. 14, 1818. 327,129 10,405 
Morgan ............•.....•. .... Jan. 5, 1833. 372,107 8,434 
New Madrid ...•.........•. 1780 .............. 188,421 6,357 
Newton ..•...............• 1829 Dec. 31, 1838. 400,204 12,821 
Nodaway ...•..••...•...... 1840 Feb. 14, 1845. 554,137 14,751 
<)regon ..•.......•......... 1816 Feb. 14, 1845. 357,729 3,287' 
Osage . . . • . . • • . • . . . . . . . • • ..... Jan. 29, 1841. 375,336 10,793 
Ozark ...••.••...••••....•. ..... Jan. 29, 1841. 472,320 3,363 
Pellliscot ••••••.......•.••• 1780 Feb. 19, 1861. 327,725 2,059 

1 Organized as Lillard County. Changed to Lafayette in 1834. 
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DA.TE OP A.REA 
l'Ol'ULA. T!ON OltGA.lUZA.TION. A.CJUIS, SETTLEMENT 

Perry •••••••••••• • • • • • .. • • • 1796 Nov. 16, 1820. 295,356 9,877 

Pettis ................. •·•·· 1818 Jan. 26, 1833. 446,289 18,70() 

Phelps .••...••••.•.•••••••• 1826 Nov. 13, 1857. 429,163 10,506 

Pike .................. ••••• 1811 Dec. 14, 1818. 420,860 23,077 

Platte .................. ••• 1827 Dec. 31, 1838. 267,000 17,352 

Polk .•.•••••.•.•.••••.• • •• 1820 Mar. 13, 1835. 422,400 12,445 

Pulaski. •••.•••••••.•. • · • • • 1816 Dec. 15, 1818. 371,200 4,714 

Putnam .................... 1837 Feb. 28, 1845. 331,488 11,217 

Ralls ....••••.•...•••...••• 1811 Nov. 16, 1820. 295,8'18 10,510 

Randolph .................. 1820 Jan. 22, 1829. 307,677 lb,908 

Ray ........................ 1816 Nov.16, 1820. 360,226 18,700 

Reynolds .................. 1812 Feb. 25, 1845. 494,379 3,756 

Ripley •..••••••..•..••.•.•. 1819 Jan. 5, 1833. 380,160 3,175 

St. Charles ................. 1762 . ............ 339,690 21,304 
St. Clair ................... 1835 Jan. 29, 1841. 447,040 6,747 
St. Francois ..•••..• 1794 Dec. 19, 1821. 280,091 9,742" 
Ste. Genevieve ....•.••••••• 1735 . ............ 316,711 8,384: 
St.Louis ................... 1764 . ............. 295,780 351,189 
Saline ..................... 1810 Nov. 25, 1820. 458,095 21,672" 
Schuvler .................. 1836 Feb. 24, 1845. 185,655 8,82(} 
Scotland ..•..•...•.....•••. 1833 Jan. 29, 1841. 278,748 10,670 
Scott ...•.•.•.......••••••• 1798 Dec. 28, 1821. 262,058 7,317 
Shannon .......•.......•••• 1819 Jan. 29, 1841. 670,000 2,339 
Shelbv ..................... 1830 Jan. 2, 1835. 332,560 10,119 
Stoddard ....•..•••••.•••.. 1823 Jan. 2, 1835. 465,137 8,535 
Stone ...................... 1790 . ............ 339,200 3,253 
Sullivan ................... 1836 Feb. 16, 1845. 313,720 11,907 
Taney ..•.••.•••.••.•.•.••. 1826 Jan. 6, 1837. 437,381 4,407 
Texas •.•.•..••..••••.•••.. 1816 Feb. 14, 1845. 700,000 9,618 
Vernon .•••••••..•.•••.•••• 1820 Feb. 17, 1851. 536,000 11,247 
Warren .................... 1801 Jan. 5, 1833. 262,474 9,637 
·washington ............... 1765 Aug. 21, 1813. 475,399 11,719 
Wayne .................... 1800 Dec. 11, 1818. 459,784 6,068 
1Vebster •.•.....••.••••.•.• 1830 Mar. 3, 1855. 380,160 10,434 
1Vorth ..................... 1840 Feb. 8, 1861. 174,720 5,004 
"\Vr:ight .................... 1832 Jan. 29, 1841. 414,720 5,684 

Topography.-Missouri is divided by the Missouri River into two 

distinct parts, marked by different physical characteristics. The portion 
of the State north of the Missouri River, although quite rolling, is 

generally less hilly and broken that most of the col.mtry south of the 
river. 

North of the river there is a beautiful diversity of bluffs, slopes and 
levels, prairie and timber, generally well watered by numerous rivers 

and creeks, with an almost uniform course of south or south-west into 
the l\Iissouri, or south-east into the Mississippi River. 

The general surface of a country is governed by the constituents of the 

underlying rock formations. Where they consist mostly of limestones 
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which approach near the surface, we find a rugged tract of country. 
Where sandstones prevail, the slopes are more gentle. Where clays 
or shales exist, we have flat land. Alternatio'ns of these will present 
combinations of the foregoing. The coal measures include varieties of 
all these, and generally alternately arranged. The thickest entire lime
stone group is thirty feet, with shales above and below; so, of course, 
our area of broken land is limited. The thickest groups of limestone 
occur in the lower part of the upper coal measures. Along the line of 
their outcrops may be occasionally seen rugged and oteep hillsides, which 
characteristics may be observed from Cass County on the south, through 
Jackson, Platte, Clay, Ray, Caklwell, Daviess, Gentry, Worth and 
Harrison. Higher in the series arc thick shale formations, as seen at 
Weston and St. Joseph. 

The countey northward is fiat and rolling, as we find through Gentry 
and Worth, Plat.te, Bnchnna,n and DeKnlb. Above these are alternations 
of thick and thin strata. of limestone, with sn,ndstones, shales and clays, 
and the resultant is the undulating and rolling portions of northwest 
Missouri, lying near and extending west from Pfatte River. The bluffs 
of the Missouri, in the region of the upper coal measures, attain an 
elevation of from 250 to 330 feet above the bottom lnnd, and the ele
vation of tho highest ridges inland is but little, if any more. The 
summits of the highest ridges in Nodaway County, nbove One Hundred 
And Two 1and Phttte Rivers,, are but little ove1· 200 feet, and none of the 
adjacent bluffs exceed 50 feet in height; the same may also be said of 
Nodaway River, except near where it joins the Missouri Bluffs, where 
they measure 250 feet. On North Grnnd River the immedinte bluffs 
measure from 30 to 120 feet, within tho upper coal district. As we 
descend, the hills recede. Neitr the base of the upper conl series it is 
often 200' to 250 feet from the valleys to the top of remote tidges. 
Lower down, in the middle coal se11es, we have a great thickness of sand
stones and shales, with long and very gentle slopes, and the bluffs neitr 
strenms from 25 to 50 feet high, rising to 100 feet at a hnlf mile to a 
mile distant. We also observe another characteristic near the junction 
of the upper and middle measures. The upper sandstones, 100 or more 
feet in thickness, have been mostly denuded, leaving isolated mounds of 
sandstone, capped by lower limestones, of the upper coal mcasnnis. 
They are generally 80 to 100 feet above the general surface of the lower 
plains. This enables us to trace out the boundaries between the upper 
and middle coal series very readily. The mounds near Harrisonville, 
Cass County, reach to the top of the middle coal series, as 1llso Center 

35 
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Knob and lmobro north in Johnson County, and Wagon Knob in Lafay
ette County, and are generally capped with limestones; which occupy the 
base of the upper coal series. 

In Lafayette County we have a remarkable ridge corning in from the 
southwest and extending northwardly, just west of the line between 
ranges 27 and 28, including a width of about one mile. Gray's Knob, 
although separated from the main ridge, occupies the northern terminus 
of it. It is generally capped with limestone, but sometimes the lime
stone has been broken up and worn away, leaving e}.."POsed the underlying 
sandstone. The denudation on the east side is apparently not so much 

Sniabar Valley. 

as on the west, but on the west the erosion has been very great, extend
ing to a depth of at least about 100 feet with a width of over twelve 
miles. This tract includes the beautiful Greenton Valley, Texas Prairie 
and Sniabar Valleys. 

The various branches of the Sniabar have cut their channels through 
this valley to a depth of from 40 to 100 feet. Along the Missouri RiVjer, in 
the vicinity of the middle series, the bluffs do not attain the height found 
in the upper series. They vary in height from 100 to 165 feet. In the 
lower part of the middle'' coal measures, we again observe the phenomena 
of mounds capped with limestone, the base of the mounds extending 
into the lower measures. We here find evidences of a great denudation, 
for the mounds are frequently over 100 feet in height, sloping with a long 
and gelltle descent, blending into the wide-stretching intervening plains. 
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This is the case along the west line of Missouri from Fort Scott to Cass 

County ; others' occur along the border of Bates aud Vernon, and 

occasionally in Heury. A range of mounds passes north-east from near 
40 

Clinton to the north-east part of Hemy County, and from thence, at 

intervals northwnrdly in the east part of Johnson County. The lower coal 
measures being mainly composed of sandstones. imd shales with but few 

limestone beds, we find the country correspondingly fiat. The bluffs 

along the streams are not often over 50 feet iu height, and hlend into the 

higher bud by gentle slopes. The southern portion of ~'1issouri, includ

ing the Ozark Hidge and most of the State south of the Missouri and 
Osage Hivers, excepting the two western tiers of counties, is elevated from 

1,000 to 1,400 foot above the sea, and includes only lower :::ilurbn rocks, 

fhmked by lower cnrboniforous. On the wost flank: near tho :::ltate Line, 

the country is not often over 800 foet ubove the sea. 011 tho west and 

north fiauk. of this high land the coal measwros commence. On the 

south side of the Mis::;oul'i River we fiu<l the mi<ldle ttud lower coal not 

over 800 or 900 feet above tho sea. In North Missouri the same fornrn

tions are about 800 to 1,000 j'oet nhovc tho sea. 'l'he elevation of the 

eastern and southern outcrop of tho upper coal measures uear the base is 

875 to 990 feet. Toward the ncn·th-west part of tho State the upper 

rheasuros are more elevutotl, and may rottch from 1,000 to 1,100 foot above 

the sea. 
Nearly nll that portion of the Sb1te lying south of the Missouri River 

is atfocted in its physical fonturos by the Ozark Range, and the various 

ridges that branch from it. This importrit1t runge of bills is probably a 

part of that ridge which starts at Long's Pe:tk and passes through Kansas, 

entering Missomi in ,Jasper County, and th(~D, tritversing the State in a 

course slightly north of east, pnssos into Illinois :it Grnnd Tower, and 

thence into Kentucky opposite Gokonda, and iinally it merges itself 

into the Cumberland Mountains. While in Kansas, this ridge divides, 

and its n9rthern branch passes into Missouri, in Cass County, and soon 

disappears near the hoad waters of I..1aMino. 1'he southern or main 

branch of this ridge, which, as we have seen, forms the Ozark Iiange, is 

the divide between the waters of the Missouri River 011 its northern slope, 

and those of tho Mississippi on its southern ; and in its comse through 

the State it is marked by different characteristics. From Jasper County 

on the west, until nearly three-fourths of the distance across the State, 
the Ozark broaden out with a wide nrnble summit, aud are best described 

as a series of high table lands, possessing none of the essential character

istics of a range of mountains. Their elevation above the Mississippi 
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River at St. Louis, varies from 500 to 1,500 feet, the highest points 
bei110- found in Greene County. 

Ii~ the eastern part of Missouri, particularly in the vicinity of Iron and 
adjoining counties, the ridges are narrow, irregular and precipitous, and 
often abound in isolated hills from 400 to 850 feet high. 

The traveler in the interior of Missouri is often surprised to see spread 
out before him a scene in which cliffs and prairies, hotttoms and bar
rens, naked hills and heavy forestfl, rocks and streams all follow each 
other in rapid succession and wonderful variety, mingled in the most 
pleasing harmony. 

The rich alluvial bottom lands of the Missouri and Mississippi are con-
fined to narrow strips (varying in width from a few feet to several miles) 
between the several channels of those rivers and the bluffs that line their 
sides. Only a very small portion of these bottoms above Cape Girardeau 
are subject to overflow. Below Cape Girardeau these bottom lands 
become very much more extensive, and embrace several counties. A 
forge part of this area is swampy, and a limited portion is subject to 
overflow. 

On this low land are to be found some of the most productive farms 
in the State. The portions now swnmpy and most, if not all, of the 
overflowed lands are susceptible of drainage, and will, when thus dried, 
become the garden spot of the State. 

Rivers.-Two of the largest rivers in the United States, if not in the 
world, give Missouri the benefits of their navigation. The Mississippi 
River flows along the eastern border of the State for a distance (includ
ing its windings) of nearly 540 miles. The Missouri River courses along 
nearly one-half of the western border of the State, separating it from 
Nebraska and Kansas for a distance of about 250 miles, anc1 then bears 
off in a direction a little south of east for 43 G miles farther, until it 
reaches its confluence with the Mississippi River. Both of these rivers 
are navigable by large steamers far beyond the limits of 'the State. 

The principal tributaries which the Missouri River receives within the 
State are the following: Nishnabotna, Big Tarkio, Nodaway, One Hun
dred Auel Two, Platte, Grand and Chariton Rivers, and Cedar Creek 
and Loutre River from the north; and the Blue, Big Sniabar., La:\1ine, 
Osage and Gasconade from the south. The 0:-;age-the principal tribu
tary within the Sate-four hundred miles in length-is navigable some 
two hundred miles from its mouth for lio-ht-dratwht steamers and passes 

0 0 ' 
through some of the richest lands and most picturesque bluff scenery in 
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the State. The principal tributaries received by the Mississippi River 

north of the Missouri within the State are the Fox, Wyaconda, North 

Fabius, South Fabius, North, Salt and Cuivre. 
South of the Missouri the Mississippi receives the Des Peres and Mera

mec Rivers, and numerous creeks-among them Establishment, Saline, 

Apple, and others. Little, Castor, St. Francis and Black Rivers, rise on 

the south-eastern spurs of the Ozark Hills, and flow southwardly through 

the low ends of south-east Missouri into Arkansas, and thence into the 

Mississippi. Current, Eleven Point and the numerous tributaries of 

White River drain the southern slope of the Ozark, :flowing through the 

latter river into Arkansas and thence into the Mississippi. The numer

ous tributaries of Elk and Spring Rivers drain the south-western part of 

the State. 

Caves.-There are several very interesting and quite remarkable caves 

in the State. 
Ilannibal Cave, situated one mile below the City of Hannibal and 

about a quarter of a mile from the Mississippi River, is approached 

through a broad ravine hemmed in by lofty ridges which are at right 

angles with the river. The antechamber is about 8 feet high and 15 feet 

long; this descends into the Narrows, thence through Grand Avenue 

to a spacious hitll called Washington Avenue through which the Altar 

Chamber, which is a ferruginous limestone (lithographic stone) formation, 

is rettched, where crystal quartz, carbonate of lime and sulphttte of 

magnesia abound. 
Stalactites and stalagmites arc continually forming by limestone 

percolations. In Bat A venue Chamber, the bats muy be seen hanging 

from the ceiling in clusters, like swarms of bees, some of them fifteen 

inches from tip to tip. Washington Avenue, over 16 feet high, with 

long corridors of stt~lactites and stalagmites, is the brgest division of 

the cave. It contains a spring, and a deep pool in which are found the 

wonderful eyeless fish. 
The Devil's Hall is a spacious chamber with a horizontal ceiling and 

a level floor. Alligator Rock, Elephant's Head, two natural wells filled 

with limpid water, Table Rock, twenty feet in height, with regular steps 

for ascent, are objects of interest, and with a thousand other curiosities 

and surprises will amply repay tourists for their exploration. 
Murphy's Cave, in Ides Hill, near the center of Hannibal, and Ure' s 

Oave, in the rear of the same hill, are of considerable interest, but not 

so extensive as the Hannibal Cave. There are several caves of interest 

in St. Louis County. 
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Oliff Cave, or Indian Cave, 13 miles below St. I.ioriis, is one of the 
most interesting. It is now used by the Cliff Cave Wine Company as 
a wine cellar. 

There are several caves in Miller County, the largest of which is on 
the Big Tavern Creek, in the bluff near its contlucncc with tho Osage 
River. The entrance is about 25 feet square, an<l 30 to 40 feet above 
the river in a solid limestone bluff, but as yet it has been only partin11y 
explored. During the late Civil War it was used as a s:.tfo retreat by the 
"bandit" Crabtre;. The stalactic formations are of strange and fantnstic 
appearance, some of them looking like colossal images of marble, and 
the whole effect by torch-light is solemn and weird. 

Further up the stream are two other large caves, but little explored. 
One is used by a German as a brewery. 

Phelps County contains several interesting caves, tho most accessible 
of which is Friede's Cave, about 9 miles north-west of Holla. Its mouth 
is 60 feet in width and 35 feet in height. It has been penetrated to a 
distance of three miles without finding any outlet. '.l'ho 8Lal:tctite 
Chamber is a beautiful apartment of 200 yards in lm1gth, varying fl'Om 
15 to 30 feet in width and from 5 to 30 foot in height. 'I'lto Hat 
Chamber contains thousands of wagon loadi:l of gun.no, which is 
ez .. "tensi vely used by tbe farmern of tne neighborhood. The cave alr-:o 
contains quantities of saltpetre, and duriug the war large amounts of 
powder 1vere manufactured there. 

There are several caves in Christian County. The principal one, which 
is a favorite resort for picnic pnrties, is two and a half milmi 110rtheast of 
Ozark. Its entrance is through a rock-arch 50 foot across a1Hl 80 foct 
high. Ab mt 400 feet from the entrance, the passng-o is so contrnctn<l that 
the explorer must crawl through on his hands anll knees. A fine stream 
of water, clear and cold, gurgle:o down through tho cave. A bout twelve 
miles south of Ozark, near the Forsyth road, on tho top of a very high 
hill is a small opening, which, about 100 feet from the snrfoce, expands 
into a hall 30 feet wide and about 400 feet long, tho Hides alld top of 
which are of rock lined with beautiful stalactitPs. In Stone Comity at 
least twenty-five caves have been e:q)lored, and many more <fowovcrecl. 
One mile from Galena is an extensive cave from which the c:irly settlers 
procured saltpetre in large quantities. About two and a half miles above 
this is .a small~r one of grent beauty. From the ceiling cfopP1Hl glittering 
stalactites, while the floor sparkles with fragments of gen1-Iiko lustre. 
~ pearly wnl_I, .of about half an inch in thickness and fifteen inches high, 
mcl(~ses a mmmture. lake, through whose pellucid waters the wavy stal
agmite bottom of this natural basin can be plainly seen. This fairy-like 
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bath tub, fit for Venus to lave in, hidden away in the secret recesses of 

the earth, sm1)riscs and gains adminttion from all beholders, and the 

sacred stillness of the vaulted chambci' renders its name, "The Baptismal 

Font," a peculiarly fitting one. A cave about twelve miles from Gnlena, 

is becoming well-known nmong euriosity-seckcrs in the adjacent country. 

The e11trance chamber is a large dome-shaped room, whose ceiling is very 

high ; a glittering monnd of stalagmites rises in the center of the room, 

nenrly one-third the height of the ceiling; stretchiug out at right angles 

from this are long shining halls leading to other grand arched chambers, 

gorgeous enough for the revels of the Gnome King, und all the genii of 

the snhterruncnn world. One cannot but think of the nether world, as, 

wandering down a labyrinthinn passage, he reaches the verge of an abyss, 

striking perpendicularly to unknown nncl echoless depths. Tho name, 

"Bottomless Pit," is well bestowed on this ytiwniug gulf. 

I~nox Cave, about seven miles northwest of Springfield, has been 

explored nearly a mile, and varies from 20 to 70 feet in width aud from 

6 to 30 foot in height, an<l is 75 or 100 foot below the surface of the 

ground. For some distance from the mouth it is rugged limestone rock, 

hung with tho most beautiful stalactite formations, constautly dripping 

with water. 
Pi.~lier' s Cave, six miles southeast of Spl'ingfield, is of similar .dimen

sions nnd has a beautiful stream of water :fl.owing out of it, and several 

chambers connecting with the main one, as yet unoxplore-d. 

There are a numher of saltpetre cnvcs along the banks of the Gasconade 

which were once profitably worked. Some of the i:ialtpctre was shipped 

down the river to St. Louis, bnt the greater portion was used in nrnking 

g1rnpc?wdcr at a nmnher of manufactorios in the State. Some of these 

caves are large nnd interesting, consisting fecqucutly of a snccession of 

rooms joined to each other by arched halls of a considerable height, with 

walls of white limestone, upon which, as well as upon the floors, the 

saltpetre is deposited, and is generally so pure as to need hut one 

washing to prepare it for use or export. When these cnves wore first 

discovered it .wus not unusual to find in them stone-axes and hammers, 

which led to the helfof that they had formerly been worked for some 

unknown purpose by the savages. It is don htful whethe1· these tools 

we1"b left there by the Indiuns or by another and more civilized race which 

preceded thcm.1 
There are caves of more or less extent and importance in many of the 

bluffs fronting on the Gasconade. 

1 This subject is fully discussed by Mr. A. J. Conant in the .Article onArchreology. 
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There are numerous caves in Perry County, two of which penetrate 
beneath Perryville. None of these have been fully explored; hut Dr. 

· Shelby penetrated one to the distance of four miles, and hclievcs that 
beneath this part of the county a curious snbtcrmncan world exists. 

Connor's Cave, seven miles southeas'lt of Columbia, has an entrance 
twenty feet wide, and eight feet high, and has been partially explored 
for several miles. 

There are extensive and beautiful caves in Texas, V\T ebster, Lawrence, 
Laclede, Oregon, and several other counties. 

About 14 miles south-south-west of M:trshfickl, Webster County, in 
the neighborhood of some mines known ns Snake I.Jc:td Diggiugl'l, there 
is a lake of oval shape, covering :m arNt of ahout two acros. 'This lake, 
curious in many respects, is on the top of a hill, 1t1Hl locked in by a 
sunken wall of limestone, about one hundred foot in height, or more 
properly depth, for the summit of the hill r;ooms hollowed out and liucd 
with this limestone basin, whose walls stand porpoudi<~ularly, inclpsing 
the lake solidly except on the west side, where 11 gap ocnm·s tlrnt 0110 can 
descend with the aid of two twenty-feet l:tddcrs. This myst.erions hike 
has never been sounded. The crevices of tho rocks Hllrrotmcliug the 
lake are :filled with a substance resembling sperm, that burns like a 
candle, and in the basin al'e some old cedar logs, though no cndar g1·ows 
nearer than eight miles to this weird region, whoso nnmo of Devil's Den 
suggests sorcery to the superstitious. 

The" Grand Gulf" is a natural curiosity in tho 8<mtJ1-wnRtcrn part of 
Oregon County. In a section where the snrfoco is eompnrntivcly level, 
the traveler suddenly comes upon this "gulf," thr<~e-fonrtht-1 of a mile in 
length, 50 to 100 feet in width, and about 150 foot in tlt>pth, nnd bridged 
by a rocky formation. 

"Les Mamelles," two and a half miles north-west; of St. Charles, six 
miles from the Mississippi, and one mile from the Missouri, are two 
smooth mounds, of regular surface, without trees or shrubs, but covered 
with grass, projecting into the prairie some distance from the main bluffs. 
'l'hese mounds have an elevation of about 150 foot, and afford an 
extensive view of a most beautiful country. 

A clergyman was many years since conducted to Les Mmncllcs, hy the 
hill route leading through the woods. Emerging from the front, tho 
vista opened, disclosing to his astonished vision it se<'ue of surpassing 
loveliness. A beautiful level pluin spread out before him for miles, east, 
west and north, dressed in living green, variegated with many-hued 
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prairie flowers ; the whole encircled by, the bluffs of the two rivers, whose 
crags and peaks, reflecting the rays of the evening sun, presented the 
appearance of towns and villages and ruined castles. To the north lay 
the Marais Cr:oche Lake, like nn immense mirror set in emerald. For 
a few moments the clergyman stood in mute astonishment. When he 
recovered his speech, he exclaimed, "I have never before seen anything 
that gave me a proper conception of the Promised Lund." 

The Grand Falls of Shoal Creek, in the north-western part of Newton 
county, are renowned for their beauty, nnd are a place of resort for 
pleasure parties from the vicinity. 

A short distance above Rocheport, Boone County, are high cliffs of 
rocks, containing Indian hieroglyphics and numel'ous caves and springs. 
There is a natural bridge of considerable interest at Rockbridge, or 
McConathy's Mills, six mile:; south from Columbia, and in the southern 
part of the county there are numel'Ous Indian mounds. 

There are in Carroll County several high lU()Unds, risiug from one 
hundred to four hundred and fifty feet :1bove the level of the surrounding 
country. Bog~1rd, north of the center of the county, is the highest; the 
next highest is Stokes; then Potato Hill Mound, etc. 

The Natural Bridge, five miles south of Springfield, is a great resort 
for pleasure seekers. Grand Tower, about one mile below the town of 
Wittenburg, Perry County, on the west side of the river, about sixty feet 
from the shore, is u tower of solid rock about 7 5 feet high, from which 
a fine view of the river, the bluffs and the city of Grand Tower on the 
opposite hank, may be had. 

The Simmons Iron Mountain, situated about one mile south-west from 
Salem, is u nearly isolated hill, covering about 30 acres, and about 90 
feet above the surrounding plateau. The main body of the hill seems to 
be composed of second sandstone. Specular surface ore extends over a 
large district, im·reasing in frequency and size towards the summit, 
where its occurs in boultlers several feet in diameter. 

Pilot Knob, 581 feet high, 1118 feet above the level of the Mississippi 
at St. Louis, is an almost isolated, nearly conical hill, with a perpendicu
lar peak connected at its eastern base with a lower range of hills that 
gradually slope off to the east. At the height of 440 feet on the south 
side of the monntnin is exposed a stratum of specular iron ore, about 275 
feet in length, and 19 to 24 feet in thickness. It served as a landmark 
and guide to the Indians and pioneers: hence its name. 

Shepherd's Mountain, 79 feet higher than, and one-eighth of a mile 
west of, Pilot Knob, covers and area of 800 acres, and is rich in 
magnetic ore. 
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Cedar Mountain west of Pilot Knob and considerahly less in height, 
' I" . ~ . contains a larcre vein of specular iron ore, discovered by 1 rancrn i umca, 

then topogra1~hical engineer connected with the Sta:e geological sm:vey. 
The "Ozark Hills" recrion of the State abounds m scenery that 1s by 

turns beautiful, pictures~ue and sublime. Scenes like the follcrwing in 
Iron County might be painted by the hundred, without exhaui:;ti11g the 
beauties and interest of that wonderful region. 

The Gr-anite Quarry, about six miles north-west from Ironton; the 
Shut In, about two miles south-east; and the Oa.scade, about ten miles 
west of the same place. The Gram'te Qua1ry is a solid bed of granite 
60 or 70 feet hicrh coverincr from 100 to 200 acres. Scattm·<·d over the b , 0 

top of this mountain of stone are huge boulders rounded and worn 
smooth, some· of them 25 feet high, and weighing lnmclrods of t01m. 
Some of them have but a small bnse resting upon the solid le<lgo, and 
it seems ns if a man could set his shoulder :1gainst 1hmn and scrnd then1 
thundering to the mountain's bnse. A tri:1l, however, will })l'OVO to the 
contrary. The granite is of a superior quality, arnl h:rn been extenr;ively 
used by the Government in the erection of public buildings, nnd i)OO 
men are now employed in the quany. Tho Shut Zn i:-; :t cleff,-like 
mountain-pass, at its narrowest point about 100 yards wide, a rnifo in 
length, and its sides of rock from 30 to 50 foot high. Through this 
chasm runs a bright and sparkling stream tlrnt emptio:-; into tho St. )<'rnncis 

River. The Cascade runs over the top of Cascade l\Iountain, falling 
down its pei1)endicular rocky sides about 200 foot to the bottom of ~. 
nal'row mountain gorge. Opposite nnd almost within stone':-; throw, rises 
another mountain 300 feet high, and nearly porpendiculm:. In sn1rn11er, 
one standing at the top of this cascade nud looking into the ahyr;s, sees 
the foliage nnd vegetation at the bottom wear a funeral blacknor;s ; higher 
up, the color changes to a dark green, and grows p11kr a,1> it nean; the 
top, where it is of the hue of summer. The continua.I rush of water 
in the spring floods over this precipice, and the continued dropping of 
the summer stream, have worn in the rock large tanks or oisterns holding 
from 10 to 200 hogsheads of water. These reservoirs Reem to be alwavs 
full. In Dent Township there is a cavern of wonderful henuty ai~d 
great extent, that has never been fully explored. Stony JJattm·y is a 
gorge ?r ~anon about three-fourths of a mile 1ong, between tho 
mountams m the southern part of the county. The stones, which in 
past ~ges had fallen into it from the mountain above, have been removed, 
and 1t no;v serves :or the bed of a stream and for a road. It opens at 
the south mto a fertile valley of considerable extent. 



Scene in Iron County 

CHAPTER II. 

MINF.RAL RI~SOURCES.-Tirn COAI, MIMSURES.
IIWN, LIM.D, zrnc, GltANI'm QUAIUUlllS, ETC. 

Mhisouri wus kuowu as a country of mineral wealth long before it was · 
unuer the control of the United States. The pioneers, who first visited 
this. country, came in search of minerals and furs, and the region becmne 
famous for both about the same time. l!"'rom that time to the present, 
the most sanguine enthusinst has not fully measured the magnitude of 
our mineral wealth, the knowledge of which has been increased by new 
discoveries, until now, new as is the country, and undeveloped as are our 
richest deposits, we are in point of mineral productions, the ninth State 
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in the Union. This rank does not at all represent the rank in the value 
of mineral deposits, and hence of possible production, but only the rank 
in annual production, which can be, and ere long will be, so increased 
that Missouri will rank in iron, coal and building stone, as she now does 
in lead, the first State in the Union. 

The census of 1870 showed that the mining interest employed 3,423 
hands, paying $1,938,792 in wages, expending $570,781 for material, 
using a capital of $3,489,250, and producing ore valued at $3,472,513. 
Since that time some of the mines then known have been more exten
sively worked, and new discoveries, as well as more thorough develop
ments o{known deposits, have largely increased the known mineral 
wealth of the State. 

For instance, the lead interest of the State is, in the census report of 
1870, credited with employing a capital of $208,000; 457 hnnds, and 
producing $201,885 worth of metal. But the single county of Jasper, 
which, in 1870, employed five hands, and produced $37 ,500 worth of 
lead, in 1876 produced over $750,000 worth of lead, almost four times 
as much as the entire State product in 1870, and more than the entire 
nation produced that year. 'While the other mining interests have not 
all increased in this proportion, this will serve to illustrate the possi
bilities of the future, when Missouri will take the rnnk her natural 
advantages render inevitable. 

There is no possible doubt that when Missouri shall by an enlightened 
and liberal policy secure an exhaustive geological survey an<l examination 
-0f the State, that the mineral deposits will be so cloal'ly defined, their 
quantity, quality and situation so definitely describod that they will invite 
from eastern states and foreign countries the capital m1d experience 
which will place her as the leading mining State of the U1iion. We 
have had plenty of "glittering generalities;" what capitalists and prac
tical manufacturers want is metes and bounds, estnJ>lished by reliable 
surveyors ; quantities, calculated from actual cx11mination mid measure
ment; and percentages of ore and metal deduced from careful and 
repeated analy:rns by scientific, reliable nnd responsible chemists and 
metallurgists. 

Whenever the State shall decide to determine these facts and employ 
a force of sufficient number and intelligence to do the work carefully, 
thoroughly and speedily, then a new era of prosperity will dawn upon our 
Commonwealth. A good beginning has been made ; let it be only a 
beginning which shall be speedily and generously finished. 
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Coal.-Whatever may be the mineral resources of any state or country, 
much of the success in mining, manufacturing and commerce, must largely 
depend upon the quantity, quality and situation of its mineral coal. No 
very great and independent success can be had in any of these depart
ments without a bountiful supply of these "black diamonds." Fuel 
must be had, for the use of fire is one of the most distinguishing character
istics of man over animal creation. 

Heat must be generated for the thousand avocations of civilized life, 
and nothing is so available and so reliable, either to warm a room, drive 
an engine, smelt an ore or generate a power to raise and transport its 
own latent strength, as coal. These precipitated sunbeams were 0 laid away 
in ante-diluvian times under the earth, and there stored up for the use, 
comfort and progress of mankind in these latter glorious days. 

While coal has been for a long time known to exist in some scattered 
localities, it remained for the geological survey of the State to discover 
the great area of our coal deposits, and to determine their thickness, 
situation, availability and boundi;ry. Coal is spoken of as black diarnond, 
the differ41nce being only one of form and color; but the difference is 
vastly in favor of the coal, which is immeasumbly more valuable-for the 
muscuhr strength of earths' inhabitants from Adam down to tho present 
and continuing on until the Millennium, would scarcely constitute a unit 
or factor by which to determine or compare the incalculable latent power 
stored up in the Missouri coal fields. 

In any attempt to calculate the power or appreciate the value of this 
unmeasured deposit of earths' most bountiful and most available mineral, 
and its influence on the State at large, as well as upon every inhabitant, 
we must boar in mind that this nlmost infinite power is ready to come 
forth at the touch of mttn, and may be controlled by his lightest wish. 
A match can release, and a fh1gor may direct, the force which can minister 
to the want!! of all mankind, by clothing the entire earth in beauty, or 
which could send the wodd flying in fragments from the force of the 
explosion, rendering the earth unfit for man's habitation, even if a man 
should by a miracle be left to live upon it. We must bear in mind, too, 
that these coal beds underlie one of the richest agriculturnl regions on 
the continent, within a State whose manufacturing :tnd commercial 
facilities and resonl'ces nre scarcely inferior to any, and adjacent to the 
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and our numerous railroads, and especittlly 
that they are ne11r the two great trans-continental lines. 

The coal fields of Missouri not only cover a greater area than any other 
mineral deposit in the State, but also employ more hands in their working, 
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use a larger capital, and produce. more wealth, which is more generally 

divided among the operatives. . . 
Another very important fact in relation to our coal fioltls 1s, that while 

it mnkes comparatively little difference to the co11s1mwr whether the iron 
or lend that he uses is mined in Missouri, Pennsylvania or Sweden, it is 
of the utmost importance to him whether his coal is mined in his own 
county or a distant part of the State. Coal in the county, or 011 tho 
stime railway or water-course, within easy disuince, means chcnp fuel 
for the household, and a cheap supply of an indispcnsahlo clement in 
successful manufacturing. 

Coal mining requires only a small nmount of permancnit invcstmout, 
and none of the expensive appmtenances for reduction which !lil'b 

de.manded by iron, lead and zinc Ot'CS. I,ying, !11::1 it dOOR, IW1lr tho 
surface, over a large area in this State, it r<'quiro1::1 only a limit.ell capital 
for its successful production, and it finds a l'P!t<ly 1111<1 com1tunt civih 
market at the mouth of the mine, or in the towns along the rail wuy 
lines or rivers. This speedy and certnin rotum for a 1110<.lcmt.e out.lay 
will readily explain why coal mining continues to ilom·iHh, when ot.IH•r 
mining interests languish, and why the amount of its volumn iH only 
slightly reduced while some other mines are closed altog<1tlwr. 

The Missouri coal fields underlie an nrea of nonrly 25,000 1:HJt1aro milot1, • 
including about 160 square miles in St. Louis County, 8 l'Hpmro mill•S in 
St. Ch,1rles, and some importnnt outliers and pockets, which nro mainly 
canuel coal, in Lincoln, Warren and Calluwoy ConntieR. This 111·e1L 

includes about 8,400 square miles of upper coal mcasuros, 2,000 t1q1111ro 
miles of exposed middle, and about 14,600 square milos of cxposcu 
lower measures. 

The upper coal measures contain about four feet of eonl, iuclucling 
two seams of one foot each in thickness, the others being thin soimu; or 
streaks. 

The middle coal measures contain about seven foet of coal, inclu<ling 
~wo workahle seams of twenty-one and twenty-four inches, one other of 
one foot, that is worked under favorable circumstances, mid six thin 
seams. 

The lower mrastfres contain about five workable seams of conl, vnrying 
in thickness from eighteen inches to four and one-half feet, aud thin 
seams varying ~rom six to eleven inches, and several minor sciims and 
streaks. In all, thirteen feet six inches of coal. We thel'efore have 
in Missouri a total aggregate of twenty-four foet six: inches of coal. 
The tpinner seam·s of coal are not often mined, except in localities 
distant from railroad transportation. 
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Miners usually prefer to work in a bed of two feet to two and one-half 
feet in thickness to even one of greater thickness. 

All beds over eighteen inches thick are workable coals. The area 
where such may be reached within two hundred feet from the surface. is 
about 7 ,000 square miles. Most of the State underlaid by the coal
measure, is rich farming land. That underlaid by the upper measures 
includes the richest, and equal to any upon the globe. The southeastern 
boundary of the coal-:measures ha8 been traced from the mouth of the 
Des .Moines, tht'Ough Clark, Lewis, Scotland, Adair, Macon, Shelby, 
l\fouroe, Audrain, Callaway, Boerne, Cooper, Pettis, Benton, Henry, 
St. Clair, Bates, Vernon, Cedar, Dade, Barton and Jasper counties into 
the Imlitt11 Tel'ritory, and every county on the north-west of this line is 
known to contain more or less coal. Great quantities of coal exist in 
,Tohn:,;011, Pettis, Lafayette, Cass, Chariton, Howard, Putnam and 
Audrain. 

Outside of the coal-fields, as given above, the regular coal rocks also 
exist in lfalls, Montgomery, Warren, St.. Charles, Callaway and St. Louis, 
and local deposits of m11rnel and bituminous coal in Moniteau, Cole, 
Morgan, Crawford, Lincoln and Callaway. Prof. Swallow said in 1865, 
"Jf the tivi.wage thickness of workable coal be one foot only, it will give 
26,800,000,000 tons for the whole ar1.•a occupied by coal rock. But in 
many pfaces the thickness of the workable beds is over 15 feet, and the 
least estimate that can bo made for the whole area is .5 feet. This will 
give over 134,000,000,000 tons of good available coal in our State." 

And the same authority adds in 187 4: "Such were our estimates of 
the coal in Missouri in 1855. Since then new beds hnve been opened in 
the aren above designated and lnrge tracts discovered in other parts of the 
State, along the whole line of tbe south-e:1stern outcrop of the lower 
coal strata, from the mouth of the Des Moines to the Indian Territory. 
Along the lines of all the railroads in North Missouri, and along the 
western end of the Missouri Pacific, active and systematic mining bas 
opened our coal beds in a thousand localities, and developed a series of 
facts which render it absolutely certain that our former estimate falls far 
below the real quantity in the State. Prioi· to 185.5 no coal beds had 
been disovered on the Missouri River bt'tween Kansas City and Sioux 
City, save a few thin beds in the upper coal-measures, and practical men 
were slow to believe the geologist could detect the existence of coal 
beneath the surface. But some brave men at Leavenworth City have 
sunk a shaft to one of the lowest coal beds, 700 feet beneath their city, 
and more than 500 feet below the Missouri River at that point. The 
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success of this enterprise proves the deductions of science, that our 

lower coal beds, which crop out along the eastern bounda:·y of our coal

field, from Clark county to Vernon, dip beneath the surface and extend 

to the west as far, at least, as Leavenworth, or beyond the western 

boundtu·v of :Missouri. 
"This. and other similar developments prove that our estimate of the 

coal in the State at 134,000,000,000, tons is much too small. But since 

that is enough, we need not make figures. But it is not the coal of 

Missouri alone, which is tributary to St. Louis. The 12,000 square 

miles of coal-measures in Kansas, as much more in the Indian Territory 

and Arkansas, and still larger areas in Iowa, Illinois, Indiana and 

Kentucky, are so located as to form around St. Louis a circle of fuel at 

once accessible and inexhaustible." 
And later explorations add still another important aren. to the known 

coal-fields of Missouri, by defining the recently-discovered and profitably

worked deposits in Barton and Jasper Counties. 

Lead.-There is probably no country on the globe so rich in lead 

deposits as l\Iissouri. The mineral occurs in lodes, veins and disemi

nations, which are as yet only partially determined. The number, extent, 

dip and thickness of these deposits have not been but partially ascertained, 

but enough is known to snow that their range and richness exceed any 

other known Lead-bearing region in the world. 
Galena occurs in this State in ferruginous clny that becomes jointed, 

or, separating in distinct masses, quite regular in form, when taken out 

and partially dried also in regular cubes, in gravel beds, or with cherty 

masses in the clays associated with the same. 

These cubes in some localities show the action of attrition, while in 

others they are entirely unworn. Lead is found in the carboniferous 

rocks, bnt perhaps the greater portion is obtained from the magnesian 

rock;; of the lower Silurian, and, in one or two localities, galena has been 

discovered in the rocks of the Azoic period. At Dugal's, Reynolds 

C0tmty, LeaJ is found in a disseminated conditon in the porphyry. 

So'GTH-EAsT LEAD DrSTRICT.-The topographical character of the 

disseminated lwlt which, so far as known, occupies about one-half of the 

northern portion of Madison and the same amount of land in St. Francois 

Cuunty is a succession of elevations, valleys and in several localities, 

cm:siderahle hills or small mountains. -

The elevations in the region of the Fox Mines, two miles west of 

Freuericktown, present a durk reddish porphyry cropping out from their 
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summits and scattered along their sidc•s. Further down, and near the 
bottom of the valleys, a1so in many places lapping the porphyrys are the 
second sandstone and.third magnesit1n limestone. Over the greater part 
of the disseminated lead region indicated, the rocks will be found to 
carry the same lithological character as those already named, and over 
none of this region have we observed rocks of a later geologi<·al nge 
than the Lower Silurian, but let it not he inferred that the::;o formations 
are uniform throughout this district, for, at the Fox 1-fincs the second 
sand8tone is entirely wauting, its place being occupied by twdv(~ feet 
of n hartl, brownish, crystalline silico-rnagncsian limestone. 

Mino LaMotte, di;,;coverPd abo nt 1720 by LnMotto nn<1 Renault. 
It was not, however, until this te1Titory was ceded to Spain, tlutt auy 
considerable mining for lead was done in this part of Missouri. Mino 
a Breton, was discovered by M. Le Breton. 

Moses Austin of Virginia, secured from the Spanish Government a 
]a.rge grant of faud near Poto::>i, uod sunk the fir:;t regular Hhnft, and 
after taking 011t large quantities of lead, he, in 1789, orectocl the first 
reverbcrntory furnace for the reduction of lead ever built in America. 

In so!lle portions of 8tc. G<•ncviove, Jefferson and other south-eastern 
countic~s, foit<l hns becm fouu<l, hut not in nuy considerable quantity. 

In all this region, we find crystallized cubes of galrna iu tho tallow 
clay, occurring itsiioat. In Franklin, '\'Vashi11gton 1t11d .Joiforson counties, 
gnlona is found in forr11gi11011s day and COlU'Be gmvel, oftm1 associated 
with small masses of brown hematite iron and tho sulplmrct of irou; 
sometimes lying in small cavitic•s or poc:kets. The moi:;t noted of the 
Frnnklin County mines itn) the Virginia, Mt. Ifope, Golconda, Evans, 
Skcwes, Elliott, Dnrby, Patton, Mnsst>y, Berthold, Gravelly, Enloe and 
Hamilton. Tho first mentioneLl has produced by for tho greater pottion 
of lead from this section. 

At the Webster Mines the silicate and carbonate of zinc ar(l found 
al ways accompanying tho lead. At the Valle Mines, silicate of zinc 
and ba.ryta occur as well as hematite iron ore•. The great Mammoth 
Mine wits a succession of caves, in whieh millions of poundi:; of lead 
were found adhering to tho sides nml roof, a11l1 on tho hottom with clay 
and baryta. The Sandy, Tn.rpley, Edging, Yankee, Miller nml mi1ny 
other diggings are well known, though now producing hnt little lend., 

The Frumet or Einstein Mines are the most productive that have ever 
been opened in J c:ffcrson County, and nre now yielding also large 
quantities of zinc ore. The Jenner Mine near by, is perhaps as rich 
in ore as the Frmnet. 

36 
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. Dr. Dyer's mine has attracted considerable attention from the richness 
of the ore auc1 the presence of silver in the same. The Darby Diggings, 
on the Benton claim, are valuable mines, but the galena is so mixed 
with haryta that crushing and separating is necessary to secm'e the lead 
i1: a C'Ondition fol' reduction. 

In vYashington, lead-mining has been carried on for a greater length 
of time uninterruptedly, nnd more acres of land have be.GJu dug over thut 
have produced lead than in any other county in the State. The galena 
has been usually found in the gmvel and clay overlying the maguesian 
rocks, and in a few instances assumes a lode form in fissures of the same. 

At the mines of the :Memphis Lead Company, southeast of Potoo;i, are 
found small cubes of lead disseminated through a hard geodic limestone, 
in which sulphate of baryta and silicate of zinc are in association. At 
Mine a Reed the lead follows n well-defined £.ssure in the second magne
sian limestone, occurring in flattened masses or depressed cubes with 
luminar structure; but all restiug upon their edge8 in the fissure. 

Old Mines, Cannon, Scott, Bellefontaine, Austin, Burts, Layton, 
Cook, Elliott, Shore, Old Ditch, Turkey Hill, llich wood,,, aml more 
than a hundred other mines need no special description. , 

In St. Francois County lead deposits are found in the ferruginous clay 
and gravel. · Though they have produced many millions of pounds iu 
past years, these mines are not now extem;ively worked. 

Over portions of Madison County considerable lead is found in the 
clay. 

Several locations in Iron County show a good prospect for lead. 
In ·wayne, Cartei', Reynolds and Crawford lead has been fouud, and 

in the eastern portion of the last named county considerable was mined a 
few years ago. 

Ste. Genevieve County has a deposit of lead known as the Avon Mines 
on :Mineral Fork, where mining and smelting has been prosecuted for 
many years. In thi::i vicinity lead has also been found as "float" in 
several places. ' 

Lend exists in the small streams in several places in the western parts 
of Cape Girardeau County. 

In the region clescribed, at least two thousand square miles are under
laid with lead, upon which territory galena can be found almost anywh,·re, 
either ill the clay, gravel openings, or in a disseminated condition. The 
lead production of this portion of the Stat.e, though on the increase, is 
not one-tenth what it would be could capital and skilled labor be made 
to understand its galeniferou;; wealth. 
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THE CENTHAL LEAD DrsTmoT comprises, as for as known, the counties 
·.0 f Cole, Cooper, Moniteau, Morgun, Miller, Benton, Maries, Camden 
and Osage, and here, itgain, a marked difference is observed in formation 
and as8ociation. 

The galena is :first discovered in isolated caves scattered through a joint 
<ff tallow clay of a yellowish color. 

In two loealities, the cotton rock has been found to carry galena in 

paying quantities. 
At the Pioneer Mines and many other places in the vicinity, galena 

<:>ccurs in the clay, hut a fow inches holow the surface. Large matilles of 
lead in crystallized cubeti are found in the clay at a depth of from six to 
eight foot, san<lwicbcd hetweou masses of cotton rock, sandi:itone aml 
chert., asi:iociatc<l with snlphitte of barytn and tallow clay. Thero is no 
reguhrity to the dip, inclination. or association, until the regubr beds of 
second iiutgnosian limmito11c are rcaC'hcd. Hero tho galena pttsscs iuto 
large openings in tbe rod::, mid hocorncs d;ssominated in the edges of the 
walls.as well a.s completely mixed with the baryta. 

In Cole County tlrn lead is uniformly met with in the joint clays, 
cherty eonglonwrato, :finally assuming the vein a11d lode form in the 
urngnesinn limestone series. Iu th.ii; region lead i::1 more uniformly fouuil 
where surfaco cxposmes arc met with, thu.n hr nny other p!trt of' tho 
St:itc. 111 slwfti; tlmt lrnvc hoon sunk ncttrly one hnndro<l feet in the 
rock, rich do posits of lcu<l. have uoen found. Near Locust J\foun<l, in 
tho westom pin't of tho count.y, 1011cl is found in ni:1gnei;ian lirne::;tone 
passing down bot.ween W<'ll defined w:11ls, and held hy 11 gangue of lmryta, 
calc spar, :1.ucl brown lwm:itite iron in the fonn of "pipe oro." It is a 
most singular ~tn(1 iutorosting fcmnation an<l association. Tho g:1lo11a and 
baryta are formed into round bale-like masses, with tho pieces of pipe 
iron stuck through them in all directions. The '' Ohl Circle," three or 
four miles dii:;tant, was dii:icovcre<l. several years 11go, and more thnn 
3,000,000 pouucls of Icac1 mined; but the water 01\,me in, the wttl' hegau 
and operations ceased. 

Recently tho lotLC.I dovclopmeut of Cole County hu.s been more to the 
11orthwestern cornet·, passing into Mouiteau and Cooper Counties. In 
the former several, valmibfo mines have been opmied. Tho \Ve.st Diggings 
have been extonsively develope<l and proved rich. The mineral is found 
in connected cubes i11 1imc~tono rock t1nd lies in lodes and pockets. 

I..iea<l has been found i 11 several places in Cooper County. N Cttr Otter
ville, there are two prnbably-pnying leads. Galena has been founcl at five 
places in Osage County; Ututer's an<l. Hunsucker s mines, seven miles 
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from Shi1er' s Ferry. have yielded consillerable galena of exce1lent quality •. 

The lead was discovered in a horizontal lode running along the surface· 

of the •rronncl, and resting in an opening in the second mrrgnesian lime

stol!e. :::- LPad lrns been fo~rncl thirteen miles west of Vienna, associated: 

with sulplmret of iron. 
~fany disco\·eries have recently been made in the vicinity, which have 

not been fuil:v developed but give promise of great richness. 

Camden possesses considerable deposits of lead, and in the vidnity of 

Linn Creek a nmnber of mines have been successfully worked, and new 

de1·elopmcnts ~u·e yielding large quantities of mineral. Lead has also· 

been fO!rnd in many localities along the Little and Dig Xiangua, and a& 

the entire northern portion is underbid with the nmgnesian limestone 

formation, it may be diseovered in many places where its existence has 

never been sn~pectl>d. .J1iller County is particularly rich in gal<'nifornus

ore. 
Paying lead bas been found north of the Osage River. On the Gravois,. 

Big S,l!i11e, Little Saline, and Bush Creeks, and the Fox, ·walker, Mt. 
Pleasant and Saline Diggings have yielded millions of pounds of lead. 

Benton Cunnty contains a number of lead deposits, the most important 

being the Cole Cany .Jiincs. Lead has been found as a ":fioat" in many 

localities . 

.Jlorgan County, like 'iVashington, can boast of lrnving lead in every 

township, either as" clay mineral,"" float" or in veins, lodes, pocket.s

and caves. Tbe magncsian limestone series of Morgan, in which tbe

lead ores now are or have all exi;;;ted, are the most complete and well 
defined of any in .Missouri. 

Mineral was first found here in the clay and among the loose chert and 

conglomerate coYering the surface. Going down to 2d magnesinn lime

stone, openings or crevices were found filled with clay, ba;yta and leacl 

in irregularly-formed cubes of masses. The,;e lodes are quite regular, 

and gh-e more and richer ore as they are followed clown into the 3d 

magne,;ian limestone. There f:eems to be a. region here, representing 

more than a thousand acres where lead. is everywhere found bv dio-o-i 1w 
a few feet. ~ ob <::> 

The most extensive deposits of lead in Morgan have been found south 

of the center of the county, yet in the north-western part are several 
well known lodes. 

\Ve cannot ei:en name the hundreds of places in this county where 

lead is found in paying quantities. There seems to be a region, coverinO' 

two hundred square miles, entirely underhtid by lead. These wonderful 
deposits are as yet but partially worked. 
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When decp(1r mining is done, the region will pro1>ab1y be found much 

:richer than is now anticipated. 

The SouTmmN LEAD RrnGIOM of the State comprises the connti0s 

.of Pulaski, Laclede, Texas, Wright, Webster, Douglas, Ozark and 

.Chri:;;tian. The mineral deposits of this region are as yet undeveloped, 

:very little practici1l mining lmving been done. 

In Pulaski County, lei1d has been discovered in several localities. 

Laclede County hall a number of lead deposits: one about eleven miles 

.from Lebanon, whero the ore is found in a disseminated condition, in the· 

soft mngne;;ian limestone. 

In the south-wc::itern portion of Texas County, along the head waters 

.of the Gascom1de River, there are considemblo deposits of lead ore. 

Wright hns a number of lead mines nlmost unworked, which are 

ilocated in the southeastern portion of the county, and are a continuation 

.of tho depo8its in Texas Couuty. 

In Dm1glas ConnLy, near the e11stern line, and near Swan Creek, are 

.considnrnhle deposit:;; of galena. 

Ozark untl Christfan have a number of lend depo:>its, zinc being invari

ably found in connection. 

Tnm W1•:s·1·rn1rn I~uo DurmtOT comprises Hickory, Dallas, Polk, 

.St. Ulail', Codar :ind D11de Countios. 

In Hickory County, quite extensive mining has been carried on, the 

largest deposits lnwing hl)C\l found near Hermitage. In the northern 

portion of the ccnrnty 11nd along the Pomme de Terre River, lead occurs 

as "flout" atHl in the rock formation. The more prominent lodes 1we 

fott1H1 in. th() ::iecond mngnetoian lime::;tone, with a deposit occurring in the 

third. The lead deposits of Hickory County are richer and more folly 

developed than :my other in this district. 

Dallas County has n few deposits of lead, but 110 developments have 

,been ma<lo HUtlicim1t to determine their extent. 

l!""loat lea<l hni:; hcon found in vnrious localities in Polk County. 

In St. Chir County, the galeniforous deposits are in the seconcl sand

·stone, and in the foerugiuomi clay, with chert, conglomerate and gravel. 

Cedar County presents a dcpo:;;it of lead, copper and antimony. 

·Galena is found in the clay and gravel. 

In Dade, a considomblo quantity of gi1lena has been found in the 

south-oastcm corner of the county. 

THE SouTn:-W1~ST LxMn D1sT1~rcT 'oF M1ssouRr comprises the counties 

-of J~Lsper, Newton, Lawrence, Stone, Barry and McDonald. The two 

.counties first named, produced more than one-half of the pig lead of 
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Missomi, and may well be proud of their immense deposits of gale
niferons wealth. 

,The lend mining resources of Jasper and Newton Counties are simply 
inexhaustible. The Granby 1lHnes, discovered in 1855, yielded, up to the 
commencement of the war, 35,414,014 lbs. of lead; and since that time 
to May 1873, 19,675,205 lbs., in addition to large amounts of which no 
accou11t wa~ kept. The yield is now larger than ever; and eleven 
furnace», which run night and day, are barely sufficient to smelt the ore. 
These mines are in and nrol~nd the town of Granhy. Other mines-the 
Cornwall, town,; hip 26, range, 33; and the Thunnan, township 27, 
range 33-have been and are now yielding largely. The ~~fosely, Cedar 
C1·eek, Bowman, Seneca, and other mines, have prodnccd more or less. 
and new and wonderful deposits are continually being found. Lead ore 
seems to have heen obtained here from the earliest recoIIection, and 
furnished supplies to the Indians during their occupation. Formerly, 
smelted lead, rnercbandise and "spirits" were the principal return to the 
miuer for his labor, as the distance from market and genentl condition 
of the country precluded enlarged capital and enterprise. Since the 
\var, capital has developed tho hidden \Yealth, and sy,;tomntized labor and 
rendered it remunerative. This, with the additional railrnad facilities, 
has brought the county prnrniueutly and rapidly before the public, as 
one of tho wonderful mining districts of the world. 

Among the pu hlic-spiritecl men whose enterprise and energy most 
largely contributed to the development of the lead region, the late Poter 
E. Blow and his hrother, the Hon. H<>nry T. Blow, stood :foremost. 
Before the civil war, the former had established mining and smelting 
works in ,Newton County. These were destroyed by the contending 
forces which early in the struggle overran that portion of the State. 
Bnt when the tread of arn1ies had ceased, the works were re-constructed, 
and operations renewed with increased energy and large reinforcements 
of capital. The succrss which followed their unc1crtaking, and the 
abundant returns 011 their investment, led many others to embark in 
similar ventures; pop11httion poured in, and the fame of the lead deposits 
spread to all points of the compass. 

New mineral lands are contitantly being thrown open to miners, iwd 
developed, and it is reasonable to predict that the future pr·oduction of 
lead wil~. gr0atly exeeed that of the past. Ne~Lrly all the companies have 
contrnl of large tracts of land which they wish developed, and liberal 
inducements are offered to miners who ;vish to secure claims. Zinct 



THE IRON OR.ES. 567 

mining is also becoming an important interest; the ore, large quantities 

of which are shipped to Ln. Salle, Illinois, sells at $10 per ton. 

The total procluctfon of lNtd in Jasper County for the Centennhtl yenr, 

was, according to the estinrntes of the best authorities, over half 

the ei1tire lead production of the State, more than the entire lead p1:0-

dnction of any other State in the Union. Then, all hail to ,Jaspet', the 

banner lead county of the world, that nll the world will know ns SUC'h. 

But all the world will not know thnt this, the greatest lead-producing 

county of the grcmtest lead-producing State, does every year raise from 

her forms, products of more value than hns ever been in any one year 

dug in lead from her mines. 

Iron.-Missouri is one of the richest States in iron ores on the 

Americnn Contii1ent. These ores are, however, very unequally dis

tributed over the Stn.te. The districts covered by the cqal measures, 

although containing clay ores and carbonates of iron, do not contain 

them in such qmmtities and in such positions as to make them workable. 

These ores in the coal measures occur either as single nodules or as thin 

beds, und lie from twenty to sixty feet below the surface, and not close 

· enough to the coal beds to be mined conjointly with them. 'l'hese ores 

are, besides, not very rich in themselves. The only point where the 

region of workable iron ore reaches north of the Missouri River is in 

Ottllaway County, where red, earthy hematite occurs. 

South of the Missouri River, and between it and the fortieth township 

line, there are valuable deposits, mostly of limonite, in Franklin, Osage, 

Morgan and Benton Counties. This kind of ore also occurs nearly over 

the whole central and southern pnrt of the State. In the southern part, 

the counties of Stoddard, Bollinger, 'Wayne, Oznrk, Douglass, Christian 

and Greene, contain considerable deposit~ of it. But by far the richest 

portion of the 8tate in iron ores is thut zone lying between the Missis

sippi in the east, nnd the Upper Osage River in the west. Limonite 

hnnks are scattered over the whole of this region, being, however, con

centrated in three districts. The most eastern of these districts is 

composed of Bollinger, Wayne nnd the southern part of Madison Counties ; 

the secoucl, hut smaller coucentration, is in the southeastern purt of 

Franklin County ; while the third and most important one of this ore 

is found in the middle Osage River, between Warsaw and Tuscumbia, 

in Benton, Morgan, Camden and Miller Counties. This latter district 

extends also to the Upp er Osage, above Warsaw, into St. Clair and Henry 

Counties. The Upper Osage also contains good deposits of red hem

atites. 
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The specular ores are much more concentrated than either the limonites 
or the carboniferous hematites, and also occur in much larger masses. 
There are two important specular ore districts, different by their geogra
phical positions, different entirely by the mode of occurrence, and the 
geological position of their ores; hut quite similar, on the other hand, 
in the mineralogical character and the chemical composition of these 
ores. The one of these districts is the Iron Mountain District in the 
east, extending only over a small area in southern St. Francois and 
northern Iron Qounties, but containing two enormous deposits, besitles 
numerous smaller ones. The ore is here in veins, beds and other less 
regular forms in the porphyry. The second specular ore district lies 
more towards the center of the State, yet mainly in the eastcm half. 
Its principal deposits, as far as known, ure concentrated in the three 
Counties of Crawford, Phelps and Dent. The occurrence of the speculnr 
ores, however, extends somewhat into the surrounding Counties of 
'Vashington, Franklin, Maries, :i\:Iiller, Camden, Pulaski and Shannon. 
Many of these deposits are distmbed and broken and altered in regal'd 
to their position and contents. 

We infer, then, that there are three piincipal and important iron 
regions in Missouri, namely:-

I. The eastern region, composed of the south-eastern limonite district, 
and the Iron Mountain specular ore district. This region hus its natural 
outlet, at present, over the Iron Mountain Railroad. 

II. The central region, containing pdncipally specular ores, and 
having its commercial outlet over the St. Louis, Salem & Little Rock 
and the St. Louis & San Frnncisco, formedy Atlantic & Pacific railroads. 

III. The western or O:iage region, with its limonites and red hema
tites. This region will ere long establish an iron industry of its own. 
It is remote from the present ore markets, and near the coal fields on the 
west. Its present connection ·with these markets js down the Osage 
River to Osage City, and from there either over the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad, or down the .Missouri River. 

These three principal regions combined form a broad ore-belt running 
across the State from the Mississippi to the Osage, in a direction 
about parallel to the course of the Missouri River, from south-east to 
north-west, between the thirtieth and fortieth township lines. The spec
ular ores occupy the middle portion of this belt, the limonites both ends 
of it. The latter are besides spread over the whole southern half of the 
State~ while the subcarboniferous hematites occur onl,v along the southern 
border of the North Missouri coal field, having thus an independent 
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<.listrihu1ion, and boiug principally represented in Callaway, St. Clair and 
Henry Counties. 

Iron J.Wountain is the greatest exposme of specular iron yet discovered. 
It is the result of igneous action, and is the purest maf'!S or hody of ore 
known. The work of yenrs has only just uucovere<l tho nrnRsive 
columns of specular ore that seems to pass down through the poitphyry 
and granites, to the somce of its existence. The region about, so 
covei·ed with the ore debris, is being cleanrd up, and the spt>culnr ore 
chips that nre heing shipped by thou,,;ands of tous, will Inst many year~ 
longer. The broken masses have the same general color and quality as 
the vei11 ore of Iron Mountain. The fresh fracture presents a light gray, 
tinged distinctly with blue. The crystallization is often coarse, presenting 
an irr<'gnlar fracture. All tho orn is more or less magnetic: the streak 
is a bright cherry red, and possesses the lrnrduess of 6. Analysis shows 
it to contain from 65 to 69 per cent. of metallic iron. 

The ore of Sltepltei·d ~Mountain is called a magnetite. In some por
tions of the veins, it shows itself to he grallular, brown iu color, and to 
have a clear black Bteeak. Other portions present all the qualities of 
a specular ore. ln portious of the specular, as well iLS magnetite, beau
tiful crystals of mieaccous ore arc found. The stt·eak of the specular 
a11d micaceous is it dark red; the hard11ess about 5, with G4 to 67 per 
cent. of metallic iron. The ma.gnctic qualities of this ore are quite 
variable, usually the strongest at or near the surface, but this is not the 
case iu nll 1.hc veins. The ore of Shepherd Mountain is superior to any 
yet developed in Missouri, not quite as rich as that of Iron Mountain, 
but so uniform ill character, and devoid of sulpbm and phosphoric acid, 
t!wt it im1y he classed as superior to that, or auy other ore that we have. 

The ore of Pilot Knob is fine-gniined, very light bluish gray in color, 
and with a haribwss representing 6, with a luster sub-metallic. There 
is a most undoubted stratificntion to the deposition, occurring as before 
indicated. The ore of Pilot Knob gives .53 to 60 per cent. metallic iron, 
H.nd is almost free from all cleleteri<:'lus substances. The ore below the 
slate scam is much the best, containing only about 5 to 12 per cent. of 
silica, while the poorer ores show sometimes as high as 40 per cent. 
There have been more than 200,000 surface feet of ore determined to 
·exist here; the depth of the deposit has probably not yet been rettehed. 

The Scotia Iron Banks, located on the Meramec l{iver, in Crawford 
County, are most remarkable formations. They have been worked a 
number of yearn, supplying the Scotia Iron IV'orks with ore and also 
.shipping quantities to the East. Hore the specular ore is a deep, steel-
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gray color, and with a metallic luster. The crystals are fine and quite 

regular in uniformity. This ore is found in the shape of small to 

immense boulders, resting in soft reel hematites, that have hecn produced 

by the disintegration of the specular ores. These boulders contain a 

great number of small cavities in whish the ore has assumed botry\liclal 

forms; and ·upon these, peroxide iron crystallizations are so formed, that 

a most D"oro·eous show of iwismatic culors is presented. The hardness 
0 0 

of this ore is about 6; the soft red ore in which it occurs not more 

than 21. 
In these banks, there are some carbonates and ochraceous ores, but not 

in any quantity to deteriorate or materially change the character of the 

other ores. l\lnny of the boulders present a soft, n'd mass with a blue 

specular kernel in the center. This ore is found to lie slightly mngnetic, 

!1nd gives 58 to 69 per cent. metallic iron. 
The Iron Ridge ores, in Crawford County, which lrnve been worked for 

a number of years, are very much of the snrne character as those of 

Scotia. Specular boulders, irnbeddecl in soft red hematite, make up the 

depo:>it. Some portions of the specular ore masses are remarkably 

metallic in luster, while others are a dull, dark, grayish-red. These 

boulders are very uniform in character, showing ubout sixty per cent. of 

metallic iron. 
Leicis Jfountai1i Iron hank, situated in Iron County, nen.r Arcadia, is 

a vein of hard, blue specular iron ore, about four feet thick, in porphyry. 

It has not been worked sufficiently to determine its extent. 

Buford .Mountain, Iron County, contains an extensive bed of decom

posed specular ore, that possesses highly manganiferous qualities, which 

can he economically worked. 
· In the mines of Hogan jJfoimtain the ore, which is specular, of micn

ceous structure, of good quality, coarsely crystalline and giving 50 to 60 

per cent. metallic ore, is found in pockets or chambers, many of which 

have been developed. 
The Slmt-in, Russelli Ackhw·st, Oulbel'ston and Big Bogy 1Wo11ntain 

banks are located in Iron County. These ores exist in porphyry and 

are all specular ; those of Aekh mst' s hank are n lso mangn.niforous. 

Oecla.1· Hz'.ll ore is n grnyish, hard specular, without any magnetic 

qualities, and with a suh-metallic luster. It contains silica in about the 

proportion that Pilot E:noh ore does, and lies in porphyry that is clearly 

stratified. It has not been sufficiently developed to determine its extent. 

It gives !55 per cent. of metallic iron. 

The J.lleramec bank is six miles south of St. James, Phelps County. 
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The ores are specular and red hematite which occur in the second sand
stone, and yield 62 per cent. metallic iron. This bank has been worked 
for more than twenty years, and the ore yield is yet liberal in supply. 

The Benton Greelc hank is situated in Crawford County, on a creek 
of that 11ame. The hill, on which this bank is located, shows a great 
amount of brown hematite and specular boulders upon the outside. The 
ores are also very much broken up,,but compacted by the ceutral dip 
of the hill. Across the elevation there is a large dyke of excellent spec
ular ore. The center of this elevation is probably a mass of specular 
ore. 

Siinmons JJ£ountain, one-half mile south of Salem, Dent County, is 
about 100 feet high, and covers nearly 40 acres. The second sandstone 
is the conn try rock:, and at the summit is uncovered, and mixed with spec
ular and brown ores. D°'':n the elev11tion larger masses of ore are met 
wit.h, that have the appearance of heiug drifts from the main deposit 
higher up. Shafts have been sunk in this elevation, determining more 
than 30 feet of solid ore. The ore is it splendid close, compact, brilliant 
specular, very hard and free from deleterious substances. The ores of 
this monnt.ain do not show near as much metamorphism as many of the 
other banks in the second sandstone of this region. The ore is quite 
strongly magnetic, and gives a bright reel streak. Pretty extensive 
mining operations are now heing carried on this deposit. It is one uf 
the la.rgest specular iron deposits (Iron Mountain alone excepted,) that 
is known in the State. 

The Taylor bank, ahont 8 miles north of Salem, has an extensive 
deposit of brown hematite ; at or nenr the foot of the elevation the 
specular ores present themselves in considerable quantity. 

The Pomeroy bank is about 3 miles north of Salem ; the ore is :first 
discovered upon the west side of an elevation 140 feet high. The ore is 
first found in clay and chert, and like the Taylor, has brown ore high up 
the elevation. Farther down the hill the second sandstone is in place~ 
and the center of the elevation is probably an immense storehouse of 
specular ore. 

Beaver Greek bank is situated about 5i miles south-west of Rolla, 
in Phelps County. The body of ore seems to be immense, and the work: 
already done fully confinns the highest anticipations of its owners. The 
ore is a heavy specular, cha11ging to a red hematite. 

The Thw·mond b:mk north and east of Stanton, lies pretty well upon 
the south side of a sharp hill, with hematite and red ore down almost 
to a ravine to the south. A number of holes have heen dug, in all of 
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which brown and red, specular and ochraceous ores are found. A shaft 
was sunk here a number of years ago for copper, and netlrly 40 feet of 
red hematite, oxide and specular ore was passed through, indicating a 

large deposit. 
The Cherry Valley banks, east of Steelville, are considerable deposits 

of specular ore, large quantities of which cover seventl hundred feet of 
the hills upon the surface and occupy the center of the elevations. The 
banks seem to be entirely undisturbed, and are probably important 

<leposits. 
Steelville bank, two miles west of Steelville, is a very disturbed 

<leposit. The ore is presented in the shape of soft red hematite, with 
masses of specular ore, in no regular beds or formation. 

The Arnold bank, near Benton Creek, Dent County, has large 
quantities of specular ore scattered over the hill. Shafts sunk to gniu 
an intelligence of the extent of the bank, have struck ore at the foot of 
the elevation. 

The Orchard bank, at Salem, shows the hill to be made up of yellow 
and red sandstones impregnated with iron, the ore being found in small 
fragments in considerable quantity. 

Santee & Clark's bank, is situated on the east side· of Dry Fork 
River, about four miles from St. James, in Phelps County. 

The ore is specular and red hematite, and is found very irregular in 
:i. high elevation. 

The Buckland bank, in Phelps County, shows considerable soft red 
hematite and specular ore. 

Kelley banks No. 1 and No. 2 are in Phelps County. No. 1 is in 
second sandstone. The ore is a heavy, pure specular of good quality. 
No. 2 is also in saudstone, with cll;LY chert and carbonate of iron. The 
deposit is very irregular; up the elevation a large mass of brown ore is 
found; while farther down, the specular ore rests in beds of debris. 

At Taylor's bank, near Rolla, the ore is found in clay and sandstone. 
The soft red ore is found in a bed almost isolated from the specular, and 
with it, us well as with specular boulders, the carbonate of il'On is found 
in considerable quantity. The main body of this deposit has probably 
not yet been reached; 

The Fitzwater bank in Dent County, Anderson, Carson, Reuben Smith 
and Ganter, situated in Crawford County, are very much the same in 
character. The ores are specular boulders that overlie the sandstones, 
:mcl very probably will be found to occupy irreo-nlar beds in the 
.elevations, and possibly pass down through the sancls~ones. · 
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Ferguson bank in Crawford County, presents fully eight feet of depth 
in specular and red ores, the surface covered with specular boulders. 

At Smith's banks, 1 and 2, Phelps County, the elevations are covered 
with a great quantity of small masses ·of specular ore, and shafts sunk 
disclose red paint ore with the specular boulders. In No. 1, the ore in 
mnny places has crystallized in tho pipe form. The 'true body of ore 
in both these banks has probably not yet been struck. 

At Primrose hank, in 'Washington County, a number of shafts sunk 
failed to reach the main body of ore thnt the surface boulders indicate is 
there, from their occnl"l"ence in a depression on the elevation. 

The Jameson bank, 3 miles south of Salem, is upon a high elevation, 
where sunken places show considerable quantities of specular ore. Upon 
the eastern slope of the elevation, a great quantity of ore is scattered 
upon the surface. 

The Zeigler bank, east of Salem, shows specular ore upon the surface 
and gives promise of good results. 

There are also several other important banks in Crawford County, 
among which we may name Buckland, Dovey, Isabella, Clark and Cara 
banks. · 

Some of the most extensive red hematite banks in the State are located 
in Franklin County. Along the Bonrbens~, upon the lands of General 
L. B. Parsons, there are 13 exposures of :fine red hematite iron ore. In 
another place there is presented a large de1)osit of red hematite, 
undeveloped, but probably quite extensive. 

Near Dry Bmllch Station, is an elevation, capped at the summit with 
saccharoidal sandstone, beneath which there is a large body of red and 
specular ore. The red hematite, however, predominates, and is remark
ably pure and free from sulphur or other deleterious substances. The 
sinking of a number of shafts upon this hill reaches the deposits in 
several places, in all of which the red hematite shows itself to be the 
prevailing ore. This ore will be found to work well with the hard 
specular and ores of the silicious character, like Pilot Knob. 

The I1er1· hank, situated two and one-half miles northwest of St. Clair 
Station, is a large deposit of brown and red ore. A number of shafts 
have been sunk upon the hill occupying 50 or 60 acres, and ore struck in 
most of them. A drift has been run in at the bnse of the hill, and 
several feet in thickness of red hemntite exposed. Here has been found 
a large deposit of spathic ore in most beautiful crystallization. 

Adjoining this on the west, is a bank where shafts sunk 38 feet, have 
gone down all the way iu solid red hematite, with boulders of blue 
specular ore. 
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In the vicinitv of Stanton, ai·e 13 exposures of red hematite iron ore. 
In Gasconad; County, 3 miles west of Japan Post Office, there is a 

considerable deposit of red hematite. Masses of ore are found over 
the surface mixed with boulders of sacc];aroidal sandstone. 

The Shaft Hill b:mk, in Callaway County, is a quite extensive reel 
hematite deposit. The ore occurs all around a considerable elevation 
upon the surface, in the form of loose boulders. The ore in the hill, 
·where it has been strnck by shafts sunk, shows complete lines of stratifi

cation, and is nbout four feet thick. 
The Dun, I~night, Heuderson and Bloomfield banks, Callaway County, 

are all of like character. 
The Parke1 , BJ'Own nnd J.lfillel' banks in Henry County, aud the J.lfar

maduke, Oover and Collins hanks in St. Clair County, are all exposures 
that have not bei:n developed. They lie in sandstone, much of which 

is highly impregnated with iron. 
In Miller, }fories, Cole and Camden Counties, there are a number of 

red hematite banks of considerable promise. 
The Chenoz bank. in '\Vayne County, is a very large deposit of red 

hematite; within a circuit of :five miles there are a number of very 
promising exposures. 

In Bollinger, Stoddard and Butler Counties, along tho line of the 
St. Louis, Iron }fountain & Southern Raiiroad, there are a number of 
red hematite hanks of considerable promise. 

In the northern portion of Texas and "Wright Counties, are some half 
dozen promising red ore banks. There are banks of red hematite in 
:'.\Iorgan, Benton, Cedar and Ladede Counties. 

At the Loufey b:ink, one mile from Castorvillo, there are more than 
two thou~and tons of fine bruwn hematite ore in sight from the top of 
the hill to its base. The masses that will weigh ten to twenty tons 
partly exposed. while the whole hill is so ferruginous that vegetation has 
:;cm·cply secured a foothold upon it. 

At Cornwall Station, the Ford bank is a very laro-e bank of limonite 
0 ' 

aud has furni:;;hed a large amount of good ore. 
The Lutz, Francis, Bess and many other banks in Bo1linger County 

are of the same char:1cter. , 
In ·wayne County there are over seventy different limonite ore hanks: 

th.e Crane, Ford, Olal'kson, TVilliamson and Hulse being fair represent
ative;;. 

In :\Iiller, ::\faries, Camden, Cole, Moniteau ancl Callaway Counties, there 
are very extensi~·e limonite banks. In Morgan, Benton, St. Clair, Cedar, 
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Hickory and Vernon Counties, considerable brown hematite has been 
found. In Franklin, Gasconade, Phelps, Cmwford, Lttcledc, Christian, 
Webster and Green Counties, large limonite beds have been found. In 
the Moselle region very large deposits have been opened and worked for 
many years. In Osage County there are a number of promising brown 
ore banks, as well as fine specular and red hematite. 

Zinc.-The oret:i of zinc lll .. :\lissouri are almost as numerous as tho8e 
<>f lead. They are distributed throughout nearly all the geological 
strata and scattered tln·ou1,d1 nearly every mineral district; but the 
principal supply of the rncfal fo1· commercial purposes is obtained from a 
very fow ores, the more important of which are zinc b1ende (sulphurct 
of zinc), the carbonate· of zinc and the silicate of zinc; and furnished hy 
a comparatively fow localities. 

In reference to their ge(Jlogical position, the ort'S arc in two classes. 
The first clnss inclmlcs all zinc ores which occur in the regnl1u· veins of 
the older rocks and hence 1tssociated with other metnlliforons ores. The 
t:ieco11d mode of occmTcnce, and the oro by far of paramount importance 
in Missouri is thut of the Thircl Magnesian Limestone of the Lower 
Silurian series, whe1·e it usually occms in association with galena in the 
cave fo;iinrntion. The localities where the ore is p:r:incipally worked are 
the Granby, Joplin and Valle Mines districts. . 

Zinc hlende ( 33 .10 parts of i:;ulphur 1md 66. 90 of zinc) is frequently 
found in beautiful crystals, especblly in the southwest part of the State. 
When pure it is trausparcnt, white or honey-color, with a resinous .lust1·e. 
It usually, however, contains more or less iron and is then opaque nnd 
dark brown or black, under which form it is known to miners as black
jack. Although wiclely diffused aud abundantly found, this form of ore, 
on account of the Jlecessarily long and careful roasting required in its 
rnduction is 11ot econ om icnlly or generally smelted. 

Silicate of zinc is certainly the mo:.:;t abundant and vahmble zinc ore in 
Missouri, and furnishes a h1rge percentage of the zinc produced in the 
State. It is known among the miners as "dry bone" and usually occurs 
crystallized, associated with the lead ores in the cave formation, usually 
colorless but occasionally passing into different shades of yellow and gray 
-transparent with a glassy Instre. lt has, through heating, acquired 
polarity-the positive pole being at the upper encl and the negative at the 
lower end of the prismatic crystals which are found very small and fine, 
fixed on the inner walls of cavities, whose incrustations are found to be 
of the same material. 
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Carbonate of zinc -zinc spar-smithsonite, and like the above also 

called "dry bone" by the miners, is very similar in general appearance to 

the silicate. Its crystallization is hexagonal (the silicate is prismatic.) 

It is softer than silicate, less brilliant and heavier. It is easily tested by 

the application of muriatic acid, when the carbonic acid which it contains 

will effervesce. Before the blow-pipe the carbonic acid is discharged, 

when it acts like oxide of zinc. The carbonate is, in Missouri, always 

associated with the silicate, though not so abundant as the lntter. It is 

also usually found with the sulphuret of zinc, from which some claim it 

is mainly produced, as it is often found joined with sulplrnret at the 

inner surfaces and with a sulphuret nucleus in the interior and still of an 

unchanged structure. 
There are three zinc-reducing works in the State, all located at Caron

delet. They have an aggregate capacity of reducing about forty-five 

tons of ore, producing ahout sixteen tons of spelter daily. These three 

establishments use about two-thirds of the ore produced in the State, the 

balance being shipped to other points. Owing to the low price of and 

limited demand for spelter, the production of ore and its reduction h:.is 

been limited. A revival of business will, however, call into immediate 
activity the miners and smelters of zinc. 



CHAPTER III. 

MANUl~AC'£UltING. 

The State of MiRsoul'i prosonts every facility for successful and 
extensive manufacturing :-nlmndant timber of the best quality; exbaust
less deposits of coal, iron, lend, ziuc, murble ancl granite; unmeasured 
water-power, (listrihnt<Hl over the Stnte; a home market among an indus
trious und wcmlth-accmnulaiing people, anc.1 a system of navigable rivers, 
and railway trunk lines nnd bmnchcs, that pcrmente, not only the State, 
but reach out in diroot line!:! from gulf to lake, aml from ocean to ocean. 

The Contonniul your showed Missouri us containing 14,245 manufac
turing establishments, using 1,965 stenm engines, representing 58,101 
horse power; 465 water wheels, equalling 7,972 horse power, and em
ploying about 80,000 hands. The capital employed in manufacturing 
was about $100,000,000; the material used in 1876 amounted to about 
$140,000,000, tho wages paid were $40,000,000, and the value of the 
products put upon the market was over $250,,000,000. 

37 
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Of the manufacturing in Missouri, over three-quarters of the whole 
is done in St. Louis, which produced in the Centennial year nearly 
$200,000,000 worth of manufactured articles, thus clearly placing her as 
the third manufacturing city in th~ Union, leaving a large gap between 
herself and Boston and Chicago, each of which manufactures a little 
over one-half as much as St. Louis, and are nearly tied as to third place. 

The leading manufacturing counties of the State are St. Louis, about 
$200,000,000; Jackson, $1,250,000; Buchanan, $6,000,000; St. Charles, 
$4,000,000; Marion, $3,000,000; Fmnklin, $2,750,000; Greene, 
$1,250,000; Cnpe Girardeau, $1,200,000; Platte, $1,100,000; Boone, 
$1,000,000; Lafayette, $1,000,000; followed by Macon, Clay, Phelps, 
St. Francois, Wtishington, and Lewis. 

The products of the different lines of manufacturing interests are 
as follows: Flouring mills, $38,194,000; carpentering, $18,673,000; 
meat-packing, $16,679,000; tobacco, $12,496,000; iron and castings, 
$12,000,000; liquors, $11,245,000; clothing, $10,022,000; lumber, 
$8,652,000; bagging and bags, $6,914,000; saddlery and bnrness, $6,-
508,000; oil, $5,520,000; machinery, $5,400,000; printing· and publish
ing, $5,123,000; molasses, $4,968,000; boots and shoes, $4,.920,000; 
furniture, $4,800,000; paints and painting, $4,320,000; carriages and 
wagons, $4,300,000; marble, stone-work and masonry, $3,87 4,000; 
bakery products, $3,792,000; brick, $3,780,000; tin, copper, and 
sheet-iron, $3,600,000; sash, doors and blinds, $3,120,000; cooperage, 
$3,000,000; blacksmithing, $2,712,000; bridge building, $2,400,000; 
agricultural implements, $2,400,000; patent medicine, $2,400,000; soap 
and candles, $2,400,000; 'plumbing and gas-fitting, $1,800,000. For 
more extended notices of the manufacturing interests of the State see 
notice of different industries and manufactories in the several cities. 



Our Greateat Wealth. 

CHAPTER IV. 

AGRICULTURE.-COMPARATIVE VALUR 01' nm MINERAL AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS OJl' 
MrSSOURI.-AClmAGJC AND VALUH 01<' FAHMS.-OI-ASSIFICATION OF SOILS.-'l'IMBER A.ND 
PRAIHIES.-STAPLE PitolHJCTS, Ere. 

" The Farmers are the fonnders of civilization.'' 

'.'Ag"riculture is the original, most constant, most certt1in, and only never-failing source 
of independence and wealth. Mining, manufacturing and commerce flourish when 
agriculture gives bountiful returns, an cl when the latter languishes, they die. They may 
well be termed the younger sisters, who at all times lookto their elder sister, Agriculture, 
for their supplies, and who in every emergency call upon her for defense. 

The mining interests of Missouri are so vast, it being the ninth State 
iu the Union in that department, and so much has been written on that 
subject, that many are apt to think of and speak of our mineral wealth 
as though it overshadowed all other interests. Missouri is, however, 
the seventh State in the Union on the basis of agricultural production. 

We have elsewhere spoken of and somewhat described our untold 
mineral wealth, which fully merits all the glowing encomiums ever 
bestowed upon that department by the most enthusiastic writer. Con
ceding all that may be said about the magnitude and importance of the 
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mineral and mant1facturi1w interests of the State, we think the least 
examination of the statisfics must convince any one of the superior 
magnitude and importance of the agricultural interests of the State; and the~more extensive the examination, the more appnrent the difference and 
the greater prominence is given to the overwhelming importance of 
tilling the soil. The census of 1870, which is the latest we have, and 
taken at a time when mining and manufacturing and agriculture ·were 
less productive than at present, and far from being perfect, is never
theless the best source of statistics we have. vVhile the figures are 
undoubtedly too small for the Centennial year, they are probably 
proportionably more correct than can be compiled. 

So that if any one, by critical examination, increases any single item, 
it is only fair to assume that similar care will, in like manner and nearly 
in like i;roportion, in~rease any other item. We therefore present the 
following figures from that census to show the magnitude of onr mining 
and manufacturing interests, and then to exhibit the immensely greater 
importance of our agricultural resources : 

H.A.1''DS EMPLOYED. 

!fining.......... ..... ... ...... ...... ....... ... 3,423 
:Manufacturing.............................. 65,354 
Agriculture ................................ 263,918 

CAPITAL. 

$ 3,489,250 
80,251,244 

492,789,746 

PRODUCTS. 

$ 3,472,513 
206,213,429 
103,035, 759 

For convenience of reference we give the above important figures in 
another form : 

AGRICULTURE. 

Hands Employed.............. ..... 263,918 
Capital. ................................ $492,789,746 
Value of Products.................. 103,035,759 

MINING, 

3,423 
$3,489,250 
. 3,472,513 

MANUFACTURING. 

65,354 
$80,257 ,2"1·! 
206,213,429 

The value of farm products is mainly the net result of the capital and 
the labor employed, while in manufactures it represents the same items, 
with the addition of the material used and the depreciation by wear of 
the machinery employed. After making these allowances in such manner 
a:s to give, net, the increased value of the manufactured articles over 
material used and wear of implements employed, the result, instead of 
$206,213,429, would be, as near ns we can e8timate, about $50,000,000 . 

. Another and aver! important item in the valuation of these three .great 
pillars of an prospenty' must be borne in min cl: that, whereas the value 
of mi~ng pr~~ert.r must lessen as the ore is taken away and thereby the 
quantity dmmushecl; and whereas, all propei;ty and machinery used in 
manufacturing must depreciate in value by wear and tear; that, on the 
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the contrary, farms increase in value as they are tilled, and the more 

thorough the tillage the more rapid the increase in value. 

vVe speak here simply of the intrinsic value, not calculating the 

naturally increasing value of all real estate, which will affect all classes 

of real estate in nearly the same proportion, and hence need not be 

considered in a comparative statement. 
Taking our vast mining interest as a unit of measurement, we see that 

our agricultural interest employs nearly eighty times as many men, and 

one hundred and fo1·ty-one times as much capital. 

Again, the value of the agricultural products of St. Louis County is 

each year equal to or exceeds the entire annual mineral products of the 

whole State. The annual agricultural products of Saline, Franklin and 

Johnson counties each exceed in value two-thirds of the annual mineral 

products of the State. 
The counties of Pike, Chiy, Cooper, Lafayette, Platte and St. Charles 

each produce yearly from their farms more than one-half the value of 

all the annual mineral product of the State. 

The greatest rnincml product of any one county, except St. Louis, in 

Missouri for 1876, was valued at $750,000, while there were in 1870 

fifty-six counties ( and probably seventy-five counties in 1876) which 

exceeded this in value of agricultural products, while eleven counties 

in farm products each more than doubled that amount. 

And while we all hear of Joplin as the wonderful "Lead Center," and 

while Granby has a worlcl-wide reputation as a mining tow1~, the fact is 

that, even in the palmiest days of mining, the counties of Newton and 

Jasper, in which these famous' mining districts are situated, produce 

each year more value from their farms than has ever been in one year 

dug from their mines. 
Again, taking the annual mineral production of the State as a unit, 

we have corn· equal to ten; sbughtcred animals equal to six; wheat, 

to four; bay to one; tobacco, about one; and butter, about tliree

qv,arters. 
In considering the agricultural capacity of the .State, we must also 

bear in mind that while there are 41,824,000 acres of land in the State, 

that only 9,130,615 are under cultivation in any shape. This number 

of acres cultivated may easily be quadrupled, and the average yield per 

acre nearly as largely increi1sed, so that ten times the present amount 

of yield is no fanciful or even exaggerated estimate of the agricultural 

possibilities of Missouri. It is only a fair anticipation of our future, 

that the time will come when Missouri will produce by tilling the. soil 
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one-half as much as is now raised in the entire United Sfat~s.· Then 
we may say with the poet, 

" Let her glad valleys smile with wavy corn, 
Let fleecy flocks her rising hills adorn." 

The census of 1870 shows that Missouri contains 148,328 farms, of 
which 691 contained less than 3 acres, 10,113 between 3 and 10 acres, 
17,431between10 and 20 acres, 55,988 between 20 and 50 acres, 38,595 
between 50 and 100 acres; 24,898 between 100 and 500 acres, 514 
between 500 and 1,000 acres, and 9 containing 1,000 acres or more. The 
average size of Missouri farms was 146 acres. The total value of Mis
soun farms was $392,908,047; the value of live stock on farms, $84,-
285,273; the value of farming implements and machinery, $15,596,426; 
total value of all agricultural property, $492,789,746. 

The average value of each farm in Missouri was $2,648; of live stock 
upon eaeh form, $508; of farming imph'ments and machinery upon each 
farm, $105. The average value of each farm, including live stock and the 
farming implements and machinery thereon was $3,321. The total value 
of all agricultural products of the State was $103,035,759; the average 
value produced arirnmlly upon each farm, about $700.00; and the ave
rage value produced in each county, $903,822. St. Louis County is not 
only the commercial and manufacturing center, but, including the stone 
quarries, is also the greatest mining county in the State, and, strnnge as 
it may seem, also leads in ugrieu1tural productions, with an annual result 
of $3,556,476. 1 Next in order comes Saline, $2,G95,617; Franklin, 
$2,551,092; Johnson, $2,417,873; Pike, $2,052,574; Clay, $2,032,770, 
followed in order hy St. Charles, Cooper, Platte, Lafayette, Lincoln, 
Callaway, Cass, Jackson, Pettis, Macon, Andrew, Audrain, Greene, 
Monroe, Lawrence, Ray, Ulrnriton, Howard, ·warren, Carroll, Buchanan, 
Sullivan, Henry, Lewis, Livingston, Harrison, Boone, Bates, Clinton, 
Perry, Caldwell, Jefferson, Linn, Knox, Nodaway, Atchison, Holt, 
Davies, Gentry and Randolph. 

Some of the leading agricultural productions of the State were as 
follows: Corn, 66,034:,075 bushels; winter wheat, 13,222,021 bushels; 
spring wheat, 1,0£13,905 bushels; wheat, total, 14,315,926 bushels; oats, 
16,578,313 bushels; rye, 559,532 bushels; barley, 269,240 bushels; 
Irish potatoes, 4,238,361 bushels; sweet potatoes, 241,253 bushels; 
cotton, 1,246 bales, wool, 3,649,390.pounds; honey, 1,156,444 pounds; 

1 The vegetable market of St. Louis is an important element in this item. 
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bay, 615,611 tons; wine, 326,173 gallons; sorghum molasses, 1,730,171 

gallons. . 
Missouri seems to be the comhmed result of the gradual rising of the 

O'reat sedimentary basin of the Mississippi, together with the volcanic 
0 

upheaval of many different portions at different ages of the pre-historic 

times. 
The whole area of the State is excellently drained by the complete 

system of large rivers, and their innumerable tributaries. The hills and 

projecting ridges, with the channels worn by these various streams, are 

important features of the State's topography. 

Besides the broader and deeper valleys along the larger water-courses, 

which present vast alluvial deposits of inexhaustible fertility, there 

Mountain Scenery. 

are an infinite number and variety of lesser extent, especially in the 

central part of the State, among swelling hills and sloping ravines, 

where precipitous bluffs and rugged gorges add to the picturesque effect 

of the landscape. 
The State contains nearly all classes of soil. Argillaceous, calcareous 

and silicions soils, arenaceous and alluvial loams, are represented by 

turns in the different geological formations, of the State, often blended 

with each other in such minute gradations as to make their classification 

a task of some difficulty. 
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• 
Missouri may be practically divided into two sections by an irregular 

line mnning from Hannibal to the south-west corner of the State. West 
of this line will be found nearly all the prairies of the State, while east 
of it lies the great bulk of its best timber land. To this general division 
numerous exceptions occur. Many prairies, of greater or less extent, 
are found in the timbered portion of the State, while timber is frequently 
found, in considerable quantity and excellent quality, west of the line 
drawn, and groves of forest trees invariably skirt the streams :flowing 
through the prairies. 

In this beuutiful domain, so vast in extent and varied in feature, with 
pleasu1g contr:lsts of bill, slope and vale, meadow and table land, bottoms 
and sandy heights, timber land an<l prairie, the climate is so charmingly 
tempered between the extremes of heat and cold, and the soils are so 
varied in composition, exposure to the sun, and in the capacity for 
receiving and retaining moisture, that not only a fair, but an abundant 
crop of everything belonging to this latitude, may be readily, economic
ally and successfully cultivated . 

.A. volume interestiug and profitable might, and we trust will some day 
soon, be written upon the soils of Missouri, We have space for only 
a fow general observations. 

The character and quality of soil depends largely upon the underlyii1g 
geological formations. ·where sandstones prevail, the soils over them 
need frequent rains, else the crops suffer· from drouth. .A. sub-stratum 
of clay with a little lime, devoid of saud and poor in humus will retain 
too much moisture at the surface, and in dry seasons the clays become 
too hard for profitable cultivation. Where limestone underlies, the soiis 
are dark, usually deep and productive. The soils having decompos.ed 
limestone are black, warm, productive and reliable. Iron in this 
soil imparts a 'red or warm color, and indicates fertility and long 
endurance. 

Missouri may be divided into :five districts: 
First. What we may call the real prairie land of the State, is almost 

synonymous with the upper coal measures lying west of a line which 
leaves the Iowa boundary near northern line of Mercer County, and then 
running a little east of south into Clrnriton, near Salisbury, thence 
southwestwardly through the southern parts of Saline and Lafayette, 
the central part of Johnson, southwestwardly through the southern part 
of Cass, and the western part of Bates, and leaving the State near the 
northwestern corner of Vernon County. This district will include much 
of the richest farming land of the State. There are, of course, occasional 
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tracts of inferior land included with these limits, but the soil is generally 

of uncommon fertility. This soil is generally based on a deep bluff 

deposit or on limestone, and is for the most part calcareous. It is 

generally at least a foot thick and quite black, yielding good crops of 
corn, grass, pumpkins, squashes, potatoe;;; mid turnips; and lands that 

have been in cultivation thirty years, yield as abundantly as when first 

cultivated. Blue grass grnws well when the prairies have been grazed 

c1own, and is probably for wheat about equal to the lands in eastern 
Missouri. 

Scone In Lafayette County. 

As an evidence of the desirableness of this part of the State for 
farming purposes, although it is the most recently settled part of 

Missouri, it is now the most populous. The counties in this district 
south of the Missouri River, had become almost entirely depopulated at 

the close of the war in 1865, but now are as thickly settled as any 
counties in the State. 

THE SECOND DISTRICT lies just east and south of the above, bounded on 

t~e south and east by a)ine leaving the Kansas line near the south-west 
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corner of Barton County, passing into the western part of Cedar, through 
St. Clair, Benton, the north-west part of Morgan, through the southern 
part of Cooper, the southern parts of Boone and Callaway, along the 
bluffs north of the Missouri River into St. Charles County, and thence 
south along the line of the Mississippi Bottoms to the Iowa line, Several 
counties lying south of the Missouri may yet be shown as properly 
belonging to this district. This district is mainly underlaid by the lower 
coal measures, and the better portion is based upon limestone. The· soil 
near the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers is the rich mellow soil based 
on loose bluff formations, while in the interior the foundations are stiffer 
clays and the soil not quite so rich and warm. There are several well 
marked varieties among the soils of this district. That in the west and 
northern portion consists chiefly of prairie, often spreading out in North 
Missouri, into :fiat prairies. That in the south-west is rolling country 
with generally a sandy· soil. The corn yield is generally good. The 
timbered lands in Eastern Missouri and in the counties along the 
Mississippi River produce very fine crops of wheat. A fine variety of 
tobacco is also produced on the thinner timbered lands. The hills near 
the Missouri River yield good crops of fruit nearly every year-the 
peach rarely failing, the grape always fine. 

This division of the Stnte includes some extensive tracts of our best 
land. Such may be found in Howard, Boone, Callaway, Marion, Ralls, 
Pike, Lincoln, St. Charles and St. Louis. 

In the counties of No1th Missouri, and in St. Louis County, blue grass 
grows as fine as in the famous Kentucky blue grass region. 

THE Turnn DISTRICT occurs mainly in Southwest Missouri, and is 
generally a strip lying along the border of the last described portion. 
It includes a strip iu McDon:tld, Barry, Lawrence, Christian, Greene. 
Polk, Dade, Jasper, Barton, Cedar, Hickory, St. Clair, Benton, Morgan, 
Cole, Moniteau, Osage, Gasconade, Franklin, St. Louis and Jefferson, 
and thence passing southwardly. 

The soil is generally somewhat gravelly, and often mingled with red 
clay. Good crops of wheat and corn and fine crops of fruit are pro
duced, especially in those counties along the Missouri River, whose 
hills yield fine peach and grape crops every year. 

THE Fotra.TH DISTRICT embraces all that portion of Southern 
Missouri not included in the above described sections, nor in the bottom 
and swamp lands. It constitutes an extensive tract, elevated higher 
than other parts of the State, it being from 1200 to 1500 feet above the 
sea. It is underlaid by sandstones and limestones, with an occasional 
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elevation of porphyry or granite in the eastern part. The country is 
broken by stream channels, cutting <lawn two hundred to three hundred 
feet below the tops of the bluffs, with valleys often as much as four 
hundred feet below the main 'distant ridge. 

Near the streams it is generally very rugged, with either abrupt or 
steep ascent to the hills. When the main streams are wide apart the 
country spreads back into a fiat land, with light-colored soil, supporting 
chiefly a growth of post oak. When a little more hilly, black oak and 
black hickory are common. 

Scene near St. Charles, 

There are extensive tracts within this district where the soil is either 
too thin or too rocky to admit of present cultivation. But all these 
lands will grow the grape. 

When those parts of Missouri that contain the richer soils are entirely 
settled up, and the bud costs too much for careless far1ning or for men of 
moderate means to purchase, attention will then be turned to this extensive 
district, where, by prnper economy and thrift, good crops can be 
produced. There ,are frequently very rich valleys in this district which 
yield equal to any of the richer lands of the State. The valleys along 
the streams, near the south line, produce fine crops of corn and cotton. 

IN THE FIFTH DISTRICT will be found the bottom lands of the State, 
which are composed of finely-divided and thoroughly mixed sand, clay 
and humus in varying proportion, and are readily again divided into 
Bottom Prairie and Bottom Timber land. 

The Bottom Pmirie has a rich, deep, dark, light, warm, productive 
soil of varying depth, which, both in a state of nature and when 
cultivated, yields immense growths of vegetation. 
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The bottom prairies, when underlaid with porous sub-soil, are but 
little affected by excessive rains or drouth, while those (mainly in 
the north and west,) basecl upon clays are productive, and reliable when 
ditched or drained so as to carry off the spring freshets. 

The bottom prairie occupies a great part of the Missouri Bottom; 
the largest areas being near ·wyaconda, Huppan City, above Glasgow 
and near St. Charles. Some of these prairies contain from 20,000 
to 50,000 acres. 

The Bottom Timber land is in character very similar t.o the above, 
but ranges in all grades from high, dry, arable, productive land, bearing 
almost an upland growth and variety of timber, through the low bottom, 
wet bottom and swamp or cypress swamp. 

The radical difference in these varieties of Timberland Bottom is the 
amount of water in the soil or above the surface, and this varies from 
the best amount for prnduction purposes, through the spongy bottom 
with constant saturation and occasional overflow, to the swamp, where 
water stands most of the year or constantly covers the surface, with 
varying depths depending on local ruins or the height of the rivers. 
All these bottomB are valuable now for their timber. The higher bottoms 
yield bountiful crops. The swamp regions ;ire mainly in the southeast 
part of the State, embracing most of the counties of Pemiscot, Dunklin, 
New .Madrid, Mississippi, Scott, Stoddard, and parts of Butler and Cape 
Girardeau. These lands are surpassingly rfch, and large areas are still 
covered with swamps, but the time will come, and that before many 
years, when these swamps will be drained, and these recfaimed lands will 
then compete in productiveness with the richest lands in the world. 
Fine crops of cotton are annually raised in this part of Missouri, and 
these 1,000,000 acres now given up to waste and water will yet be tilled 
until "the wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose." 

Timber.-" The groves were God's first temples." No description can 
adequately portray the beauty, grandeur and sublimity of our native 
forests. They are indeed-

"Majestic woods of ev'ry vigorous green, 
Stage above stage, high waving o'er the hills 
Or to the horizon wide diffused, 
A boundless, deep immensity of shade." 

A few spots yet remain untouched by the leveling axe of the ever
advancing pioneer, but they are rapidly becoming less in extent and 
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fewer in numl;>er, and a decade more will leave them only in the memories 
of those fortunate enough to have seen them, or in the words which the 
poet, inspired by their presence, has given to those less favored with 
O'enius and opportunity. In the rich warm soils of the river bottoms, 
"' especially in the southeastern part of the State, walnut trees 110 feet 
high and 22 feet in circumference, oak trees 125 feet high and 20 feet in 
circumference, and sycamores 130 feet high nnc1 12 feet in diameter, are 

Forest Scene. 

recorded from actual rneusurem.ent. These monarchs of the forest, 
holding aloft their spreading branches, from which are beautifully fes
tooned the scarlet flower, the wild grape and other graceful drapery, will 
be recorded in scientific reports, sung in the nation's songs, or preserved 
in ·fact or picture as monuments of antique greatness, while their less 
prominent, bttt equally valuable, companions will be worked up for 
man's comfort, .convenience and use. 

In many places within the State, various species of wood adapted to 
the mechanic arts are still found growing in great abundance. Ash, 



590 l1ATERIAL WEALTH. 

walnut, birch, cherry,popidus Canadensis or cotton wood, cedar, cypress, 
several varieties of oak, hickory and maple, mulberry, ]J,eech, ehestnut, 
elm, locust, co:ffee tree, catalpa, tulip tree, and many other useful trees 
and shrubs, grow on the uplands as well as in the valleys. Large bodies 
of yellow pine cover several counties in the south and southeast. 
A portion of these lands is still held by Government, subject to entry. 

The preservation and renewal of timber is a question of vital import
ance, not only to our State, hut to the,nation. The cerfain scarcity and 
consequent high price of timber, from the thoughtless waste and wanton 
destrnction of our forests, now so frequently-we might almost say 
generally-in practice, demands the attention of intelligent and practical 
men. Fully one-half the full-grown timber of Missouri has been re
moTed, much of it uselessly destroyed, within forty years. Should this 
wholesale destruction increase or even continue, we may well stand 
appalled at the impending ruin of such au essential element of comfort, 
necessity and prosperity. 

Prairies.-The prairies over the greater part of Western Missouri, 
do not exhibit the level and dreary uniformity common to some neigh
boring States; they are, on the contrary, rolling in successive, wave
like ridges, and broken mou!}ds, meandered by lll,l]l.erous streams, the 
igegular grooves skirting which diversify the scenery, and give a very 
picturesque effect. These fertile fields produce luxuriant growths of 
native grasses, almost equaling in nutritious properties the cultured 
varieties. 

In the spring and early summer, these beautiful prairies, 'clothed with 
their grassy carpets, and studded with innumerable flowers of various 
sizes and brilliant hues, present a scene of unsurpassed loveliness. 

"These are the Gardens of the Desert, these 
The unshorn fields, boundless and beautiful, 
For which the speech of England has no name-

* * * * 
Man hath no part in all this glorious work: 
The hand that built the firmament hath heaved 
Aud smoothed these verdant swells, and sown their slopes 
With herbage; planted them with island groves, 
And hedged them in with forests. Fitting floor 
For this magnificent temple of the sh-y-
With !lowers whose glory and whose multitude 
Rival the constellations ! The great heavens 
Seem to stoop down upon the scene in love. -
A nearer vault, and of a tenderer blue, 
Than that which bends above the eastern hills." 
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With the exception of a very few localities of unimportant extent, this 
immense area of prairie is not only tillable, but even of surpassing 
fertility, producing, with comparative1y little labor, immense crops, 
~specially of wheat, corn and other grain. 

In some of the southeru counties, especially in the overflowed and 
swampy region of the south-east, eA.'iensive areas are covered by "cane
brakes," the dense foliage of which affords, during the entire year, 
shelter and food for stock, and a cover for numerous wild animals. This 
land is nearly all susceptible of drainage, when some of it will be the 
richest soil in the State. 

CoRN for exceeds in value any other product of the State. It is in 
fact equal in value to one-fourth of all the agricultural products of the 
Commonwealth. 

The semi-tropical temperature of our summers, the arenaceous and 
clay loams of our uplands, and the alluvial and sandy loams of the 
bottoms, point to Indian corn as the great staple of the Mississippi 
Valley. 

Corn is a native of America, 4as been cultivated in Mexico and in Peru 
from time immemorial, and, next to rice, furuishes food for the greater 
number of the human race. It is the most valuable gift of the New 
World to the Old. 

A deficiency in this crop directly raises the price of beef, pork and 
butter, and indirectly affects the price of all other hreadstuffs. It is 
one of the sure,,;t crops, and a total failure of this staple seems almost 
beyond the reach of possibility. No crop is so easily worked, so little 
liable to dnmage by variation of climate, or to injury in the field or 
granary, or yields so large an increase,-ofteu a thousand-fold. 

Corn is profitably raised in every county in the State : Saline carrying 
the banner with over 2,000,000 bushels; Johnson, Clay, Cass, Lafayette, 
Jackson, Platte, Holt, Atchison, Nodaway, Ray, Cooper, Carroll, Henry, 
Clinton, Boone, Andrew, Buchanan, St. Louis, Callaway, St. Charles, 
Pettis, Chariton, Howard, Bates, following iu the order named, with 
from 2,000,000 to 1,000,000 bushels each. The product of the State for 
1876 was about 75,000,000 bushels. 

To fully appreciate the importance and beauty of this Queen of cereals, 
it must be seen as it covers the deep, porous alluvium bottoms of a west
ern river; its millions of stalks clothed in majestic and richest green, 
waving their feathery plumes and swaying their pendant and silky tassels 
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in the summer breeze, beneath the gleaming, glittering, life-giving 
radiance of a July sun. 'Vell may the poet sing: 

"A song for the plant of my own native West, 
Where nature and freedom reside, 

By plenty still crov;".ned, and by peace ever blest, 
To the corn! the green corn of her pride! 

In climes of the East has the olive been sung, 
And the grape been the theme of their lays, 

But for thee shall a harp of the back·woods be strung, 
Thou bright, ever beautiful maize'. 

"With spring-time and culture, in martial array 
It waves its green broadswords on high, 

And fights with the gale, in a fluttering fray, 
And the sunbeams, which fall from the sky; 

It strikes its green blades at the zephyrs at noon, 
And at night at the swift-flying fays, 

Who ride through the darkness, the beams of the moon, 
Through the spears and the flags of the maize, 

"When summer is fierce still, its banners are green, 
Each warrior's long beard groweth red, 

His emerald-bright sword is sharp-pointed and keen, 
And golden his tassel-plumed head. 

As a host of armed k'nights set a monarch al; naught, 
They defy the day-god to his gaze, 

And, revived every morn from the battle that's fought, 
Fresh stands the green ranks of the maize. 

"But brown grows the autumn, and sere grows the corn, 
And the hills are all mellowed in haze, 

And dry grow the leaves which protecting infold 
The ears of the well-ripened maize. 

At length, Indian Summer the lovely, doth come, 
With its blue frosty nights, and still days, 

While FaU, creeping on like a monk 'neath his hood, 
Plucks the thick-rustling wealth of the maize. 

"And the heavy loads creak to the barn large and gray, 
Where the treasure securely we hold, 

Housed safe from the tempest, dry-sheltered away, 
Our blessing more precious than gold! 

And long, for this manna that springs from the sod 
Shall we gratefully give Him the praise, 

The source of all bounty, Our Father and God, 
Who sent us from heaven the maize I" 
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LrvE STOCK.-Next to the corn crop, and very largely dependent 
upon it, is the value of live stock, which aggregates nearly $100,000,000, 
the yearly product being about $25,000,000. Nearly half this value is 
imparted by the corn fed to animals intended for slaughter. Missouri 
very happily unites the most desirable requisites for successful stock
r::nsmg. Occupying a middle place between her Northern and SouthPrn 
sisters, she suffers neither from the long-continued and excessive heat 
of the one, nor from the fierce frosts and interminable winters of the 
other. Within her boundaries there are something over 67 ,000 square 
miles of country rnrely blessed with hill and valley, and plain of 
unequaled fertility, watered by the innumerable tributaries of the Mis
souri and Mississippi, and suited to the successful ctiltivation of the 
products which supply the daily wants of man and beast. In nearly 
every section of the State, blue grass, the husbandman's staunchest 
friend, grows spontaneously nncl luxuriantly. Its solid sod affords 
pasture for horses and cattle for nine months in the year, and even on the 
bare hills of the mining counties, fine range may be found for flocks 
such as might have been the pride of Job in his latter and better dnys. 

With an abundant supply of water in every section; with extensive 
ranges of prairie and timber land; together with the abundant crops of 
corn, oats and hay for winter consumption, there is no reason why 
Missouri should not be the great stock-raising State of the Union. 

Saline lea<ls in this element of wealth, followed in order hy Audrain, 
Platte, Clay, Clinton, Cass, Andrew, Boone, Lafayette, Callaway. 
Johnson, Cooper, Pike, Howard, Atchison, Lincoln and Pettis . 

. WHEAT may be a nntive of Africa or Asia, and it matters little which, 
for we accept it, not on nativity, but on the sounder bnsis of character. 
While wheat is third on the list of agricultural productions in point of 
vdlue, it confessedly and deservedly stands at the head in importance as 
an article of human food. The flour made from wheat, especially when 
not too finely bolted, contains more nutrition of a better kind than is 
given by any other cultivated cereal. 

Except in a few of the northern counties, spring wheat is but little 
grown, the mnin attention being bestowed on the winter varieties, which 

· are especially a favorite crop upon the loess and clay loams and white 
oak uplands of the State. The fact that Missouri flour 1 carries the 

i The Medal of Merit at the World's Exposition at Vienna, in 1873, for the best flour in 
the world, was awarded to COLONEL GEORGE C. THILENIUS, of Cape Girardeau. This 
flour w:is ma.nufactured at the Cape City Mills, from wheat grown in Cape Girardeau 
County, in 1872. 

38 
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Vienna premiums, is alike the glory of om· formers and millers, and 
gives our State just canse for eongratuhtion. 

The average yield and certainty of the crop has been materfally 
increased by the use of the drill in seeding. The drill saves scod, and 
deposits it in regular quantity and at any required uniform depth, thus 
protecting the roots from alternate frosts and thaws, a consideration of 
the utmost importance on sandy or thin clay soils, in our open winters. 

St. Charles County leads in this valuable staple, producing nearly 
1,000,000 bushels annually. Frunkliu raises 11carly tJ1ree-fourths as 
much, and is fo1lowed in <mlcr hy ,Johnson, l:)t. Louis, Pike, Lufoyette, 
Howard, Saline, Cooper and Lincoln. 

Farm Scono in Nor-thorn Minr.ouri. 

0ATs.-The oat is of all grnmiucous plants the easiest of culture, 
growing on any soil that admits of plowing and harrowing. Although 
better adapted to a mol'e northern climate, whero it grows to greater 
perfection, both in quantity and quality, it is still an important crop in 
Missouri, where the yield is annually of' more valne than the yearly 
product of all the mines in the State. While the oat crop is an important 
one, it does not figure very largely in our market, as it is mainly for 
home consumption. 
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ToBAcco.-The variety of tobacco generally cultivated in America is 
a native of Mexico or the vVest Indies, and is an annual, belonofo(I' to 

0 0 the Solanurn family, which also includes the potato, tomato and some 
other important plants. Missouri ranks sixth among the tobacco
producing States. While the late civil war exercised a depressing 
influence upon tobacco culture, it still forms one of our most important 
agricultural interests. Missouri tobacco enjoys a fine reputation for 
excellence, and the State, no doubt, embraces some of the best tobacco 
lands in the country. Careful and improved methods of cultivation and 
curing will no doubt increase the quantity produced, and ere long give 
a quality equal to any grown in the sar.qe latitude. It is a staple in every 
county in the State, Chariton leading off with an annual production of 
3,000,000 pounds, followed by Callaway, Lincoln, Howard, Franklin, 
Randolph and Pike producing nearly 1,000,000 pounds each. 

COTTON. -This textile plant is probably indigenous to both hemi
spheres. Herodotus of old described it as a tree "having for its fruit 
:fleeces more delicate and beautiful than wool." The variety raised in 
Missouri is known as common or up fond cotton, Gossypium Herbaceurn. 
Only the southern part of the State comes within the isothermal line 
which iucloses the cotton belt of the United States. It is only within 
this belt that we find the required mean summer temperature, and the 
11ecessary length of the growing season to renller cotton profitable as 
a general crop. 

The principal cotton-growing counties of Missouri are, Stoddard, 
leading off with a yield of about 500 bales, followed by Scott, Pemiscot, 
Butler, New Madrid, Lawrence and Mississippi; while some thirty 
counties yield different amounts down to a single bale, besides important 
"garden patches" used in home consumption and uot baled or reported. 
From this we readily see that while Missouri cannot hope to rank among 
the leading cotton States of the Union, and that while this greatest of 
all textile plants must in a mensure ever remain as a leading staple to 
latitudes lower than our own, still its cultivation can be made sufficiently 
remunerative to very materially augment our agricultural production. 
All the southern counties will certainly give increased attention to its 
cultivation, and as the southeastern bottom lands are drained, the 
production of this important staple will doubtless be largely increased. 

HAY AND GRASS.-This very important crop is receiving more atten
tion, and as the State is more closely cultivated, the annual yield will be 
largely increased in amount and very gre1.'1.tly improved in quality. The 
quality and quantity of live stock is so intimately connected with the 
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grasses of the State, that this product will merit and receive the increased 
attention which its mngnitude demands. Although our winters are short 
and our hay crop almost exclusively used for home consumption, still, its 
value equals in amount the entire mineral production of the State. 

PoTATo.-This most valuable esculent is a native of South America, 
and was unknown in Europe until 1586, when it was introduced into 
England. It is the healthiest, most nutritious, most productive and 
che';,pe~t edible plant grown. Although some parts of Missouri present 
too warm a soil and too tropical a climate to raise the best grade of 
potatoes, still the crop is a general one and the quality good, while 1.he 
quantity is sufficient for home consumption with a consideruble surplus 
for the southern market. 

THE SwF.ET POTATO is a member of the Morning Glory family and a 
native of the East Indies, and was known to civilization as a delicacy and 
an important edible long before" The Potato." It delights in a sandy 
loam and a semi-tropical climate, is one of our surest and most profitable 
crops, and fills the same place in the Southern States that the Irish 
Potato does in the north. 

vYooL.-The soil and climate of 1:lissouri are peculiarly well adapted 
to sheep-raising. 1Vith adequate protection ngainst dogs and for the 
extinction of wolves, sheep-fanning will be greatly increased, and become 
highly profitable. 

SORGHUM, which was so fargely cultivated dul'ing the war, is still 
raised in considerable quantitie,,; for local consumption. 

BROOM CORN, BucKWHEAT, CASTOR BEANS, .. WHITE BEANS, PEAS and 
HoPS are successfully grown in limited quantities. 

GARDEN VEGETABLES are an important article both of food and com
merce. Peas, beans, turnips, onions, tomatoes, cabbage, and many 
other economic plants suited to our soils and climate, are found in our 
markets at all seasons; and in St. Louis County this department of 
industry yields about $500, 000 annually. 

ORCHARD PRODUCTS.-The management of an orchard is among the 
most delightful as well as most certain and remunerative occupations in 
the whole range of agriculture. 

Fruits of every kind and variety usual to the temperate zone :flourish 
in :Missouri, and display their delicate luxuries in our orchards and upon 
our tables in great profusion. The golden apple, the juicy pear, the 
downy-cheeked peach, attract by their beauty and delicious taste, and 
afford a healthful and important article of consumption and domestic 
economy. Chills and fever, the stumbling block of the physician, may 
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be greatly controlled, if not entirely prevented by a liberal and general 
use of the fruit raised where the malaria exists. 

APPLES.-The soil of Mis::iouri is favorable to the Apple, and it attains 
its highest perfection on our numernus bluffs and ridges of moderate 
elevation. The fruit matures dlll'ing a long succession of months, and is 
found in onr markets in abundance and at reasonable; prices nearly all 
the year round. Apple orchards of greater or lesser size are met with in 
every part of the State, and the products are shipped South and West in 
considerable quantities. 

Scene in Pemiscot County 

Tim PEAit.-In the cultivation of this fruit a deep, well-drained, 
moderntcly fertiln soil is indispensable to success. Our pears, while not 
so showy or highly colored as the varieties grown in California, surpass 
them in juieiness and delicate flavor. The most serious impediment to 
profitable pear culture is the scourge known to pomologists as the Frozen 
Sap or fiee blight, for which no ccrt!tin remedy has us yet been found. 
It prevails with more or less intensity throughout every State situated 
enst of the H.ocky Mountains. 

Tmil PtMCH is often chary of its delightful favors in the northern part 
of the State, but under the milder and more genial clime of .the South 
and Center, peaches of the most exce1Ient quality are produced in plenty. 
The consumption of peaches is confined mainly to home use and the 
St. Louis market. 

CHERRIES of the acid Morrello type, abound in great plenty and bear 
constant crops. Duke, Bigarreau and other varieties of the sweet cherry 
are not entirely hardy, and are grown only in a limited way. Plums, 
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.Apricots and Nectarines succeed well, but their culture is neglected on 
account of the repeated and annually-recurring destruction of the 
unripe fruit by several insects belonging to the family of Ourculionidce. 

SMALL FRUIT.-Various kinds of cultivated berries come in during 
the summer, supplying the eye and the palate with a variety of fragrant 
and delicious dainties; while their pleasantly-acidulated juices exert a 
wholesome influence upon the human system at this approach of warm 
weather. Great progress has been made in small fruit culture and a 
much wider area is now devoted to their cultivation than formerly. 

Strawbel'ries, Gooseberries, Cu1Tant, Raspberries and Blackberries 
yield satisfactory returns for the capital and labor invested. 

GRAPE-GRowr:sG has promised wonderful results for the State, but so 
far the promise has not been fully realized, and just now many are raising 
the vital question, ""\Vill grape-growing and wine-making in Missouri 
pay in the future?" This question is one of vast importance, not only to 
those who have invested time and money in the vine, but also to the 
future prosperity of the Sfate: for it is asserted, by those who ought to 
know, that :Missouri contains more acres of land adapted to grape culture 
than is occupied by all the vineyards of France. 

There is no doubt that many who have entered into grape-growing 
with visions of luscious grapes, excellent wines, and plethoric purses, 
have not realized their anticip:itions. As a few engaged in viticulture 
and wine-mttking have been uniformily successful, ·while the many do 
notmake it pay, there mnst be good reason for both results. The 
causes of failure will be found in ignornnce·of the cultivation required 
for the grape, or of the manipulation necessary in making the wine, or in 
the neglect to use these fundamental and vital elements of success. 

From innumerable interviews with all classes of grape-growers and 
vintners, it seems ce1tain that, in this department, disappointment and 
failure wait upon ignorance and neglect, while paying success just as 
certainly follows intelligent culture and scientific wine-making. 

Grape vines will grow anywhere, and produce grapes in almost any 
situation, but it is very foolish to suppose that every soil and situation 
will yield grapes, either of fair quality or in such quantities as to make 
it pay. There is a great difference in the quality and quantity of the 
same variety of grape, on different soils. This is fully appreciated in all 
grape-growing countries, and :Missouri will not be any exception. 

Only careful study and large experience can fully determine how the 
peculiar character and excellence of each variety of grape can be best 
developed, by giving it the required soil, necessary situation, best 
e2.'J)Osure to sun, breeze and climatic influence. 
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Certain localities will ere long become as noted for their wonderful 
products of certain varieties of grapes and flavor of wine, as the famous 
districts of the Old World. Only intelligent, careful and persistent 
experiment can determine the locality, the variety, or the result. 

The localities selected must be properly prepared, and when the 
variety best suited to that location and the desired result, has been 
properly pl:m1ed, the cultivation and attention must be careful, intelli
gent and thorough. Grafting of the finer varieties on the hardier roots, 
may, and probably will, prove the panacea for many ills. 

If the grapes are to be marketed, take only good evenly ripened 
bunches; pick: out all unripe, decayed, dried or broken berries; handle 
carefully, pack in shallow boxes or baskets, se1~d them to market in the 
freshest and most perfect condition possible, nnd they will, as they 
always do, bring twice the price that can be obtained if they are roughly 
picked, thrown promiscuously i11to large boxes or baskets, with the 
unripe and imperfect berries, hauled in lumber wagons, over rough roads, 
and presented in the market bnised, broken, beaten into a jelly. 

Good wine can only be made from good grapes, by those who under
stand the business and have the facilities. To obtain the best results, 
the vintner must know what is required from the grape, and what from 
the treatment. He must be able to analyze the grape, and have the 
instruments nnd appliances to perform this operation, thus determining 
the proportions of sugar, acid, flavor, etc., and must know how to assist 
Nature by adding what she has not supplied, as well as by diluting 
whatever may be in excess. E11ch variety will require peculiar handling 
during the several stages of pressing, racking and keeping the wines. 
He must have the necessary casks, cell11rs, buildings, all of which 
require>s mueh capital. 

It req11ires but little thought to see tl111t the best results will be attained 
here as it is in most wine-growing countries, when the many raise the 
grape, while a few in each locality who have skill, experience and capital, 
manufacture the wines. This division of labor is already adopted in 
most branches of combined ngricultural and manufacturing industries. 
One class raises the grain, cattle, cotton, tobacco, while another class 
manufactures the flonr, pa'clrs the meat, spins the cloth, or prepares the 
fine-cut or k:innikinnick. 

In a.dclition to the OoncoiYl, and Norton's Virginia, our grape-growers 
are giving attention to the Martha, an llttractive market grape, :l healthy 
and hardy variety. The Fferbemont, needing a southern exposure and 
warm light soil, is very productiwe, and makes a delicate wine. The 
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Goethe, doing best in a sandy soil, needing severe pruning, and ripening 
late, is very productive, a splendid table and market grape, and makes 
a good wine. The J.1'lassasoit delights in a sandy soil, considerable care 
in pruning, is an excellent grape, very productive, of beautiful color, 
and early. It is a favorite in the market, and makes an excellent 
white wine. The Rulander and the Louisiana are superior grapes and 
yield very fine wines. The Gyntlliana is hardy, healthy and productive, 
and adapted to general culture. It yields the choice red wine, which 
received the Golden Medal at the . Vienna Exposition, thus giving it 
a world-wide reputation. 

To show what is thought of Missouri wines abroad, we quote from 
a letter written by Mr. Dougsset, of Montpellier, France, and received 
by one of our most successful and reliable vintners. He writes: "I duly 
received the two boxes of wines sent by you. They were exhibited by 
me before the International Congress of Viticulture just held at 
Montpellier, and tested by a committee of thirty members, officially 
appointed for that pmpose. They weee about the best connoisseurs of 
France. Norton's Virginia. and Cynthiana., as red wines; Martha, 
Goethe, and above all, Hermann and RulaudeJ.>, were highly praised ; 
and the general opinion is that after we have re-stocked our vineyards 
with American vines, we will not regard the loss of our own very much. 
As ·to Concord, Ives, Wilder, North Carolina, Clinton, Herbemont atH.l 

C1mningham, they will very likely become the vines for general cul
tivation in our arenaceous and in our black soils." 

This flattering verdict from such a critical and rival source should 
stimulate our wine-growers to renewed exertions, and fill them with the 
brightest hopes for the future of ready sales and good prices for first
class wines. 

Missouri needs only faithful, careful grape culture to become one of the 
greatest wine-producing countries on the face of the earth. 

Floriculture -Which is an industry attaining its greatest growth 
in a community of taste, intelligence and wealth, is already a large 
factor not only in the development of the refinement and love of nature 
which is the constant resnlt of the study and cultivation of flowers, but 
is likewise an interest of considerable material value. It employs in 
St. Louis County alone about $250,000 of capital and 250 hands, with a 
constantly increasing volume. 

SHAW'S GARDEN, the foremost botanical collection in the country, is 
an object of pride to every citizen of .tho State, and of interest to every 
visitor, and has done and is constantly doing a most valuable work in 



FLORICULTURE. 601 

bringing to notice the great beauty of flowers and illustrating the 
:methods of their cultivation. It was established in 1837, and has 
been ever since under the able and intelligent management of its founder, 
Mr. Henry Shaw. Within its hundred acres are collected an unbounded 
variety of native and exotic trees, shrubs, plants and flowers, in the 
propagation and improvement of which is brought to bear every advan
tage of nature and every appliance of scientific cultivation. 

With such a park of floral magnificence, where all are invited and 
welcomed, the knowledge of and interest in floriculture, both ideal and 
material, must ever increase. And we will probably find this beautiful 
industry doubled within the next decade. 

Wild Flowers. 
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