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ALAMOH JH I-IJS PARABLYS 
saytb tbat a good spyryte makytb a 
flourynge aege, tbat is a fayre aege & 

a longe. And syrh it is soo : 1 aske this 
questyon, whiche ben the meanes & tbe causes 
that mduce a man in to a meryspyryte: Truly 
to my beste dyscrecion it semetb good dys, 
portes & honest gamys in wbom a man Joyeth 
without ony repmtannce after. Thmne folow, 
yth it that gode dysportes and honest games 
bm cause of mannys f ayr aege and longe life. 
And therefore now woll I chose of foure good 
disportes & honeste gamys, that is to wyte; of 
·buntynge: bawkynge: fysbynge : & foulynge. 
The beste to my symple dyscrecion whycbe is 
fyssbynge: call yd Anglynge wyth a rodde: & 

a lyne and an boke. And therof to treate as my 
symple wytte may suffyce: both for the sayd 
reason of Salamon and also for the reason tbat 
phisyk makyth in this wyse. 0 Si tibi deficiant 
medici medici tibi fiant: bee tria mens leta labor 
et moderata dieta. 0 Ye shall understonde that 
this is for to saye, Yf a man la eke leche or med, 
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icyne be shall make tbre tbynges bis lecbe and 
medycyne: & be shall nede neuer no moo. Tbe 
fyrste of tbeym is a may tbougbt. Tbe seconde 
is labour not outrageous. The tbyrde is dytte 
mesurable. Fyrste that yf a man wyll euer more 
be in may tbougbtes and baue a gladde spyr, 
yte: be must escbewe all conmtryous company 
and all places of debate where be mygbte baue 
ony occasyons of malmcoly. And yf be woll 
baue a labour not outrageous be must tbmne 
ordeyne bim to bis bertys ease and pleasaunce 
wyrbout studye pensyfnesse or traueyle a mery 
occupacyon wbycbe maye rtjoyce bis bate: & 
in wbycbe bis spyrytes may baue a mery delyte. 
And yf be woll be dyetyd mesurably be must 
escbewe all places of ryotte wbycbe is cause of 
surfette and of syknesse. And be must drawe 
bim to places of sWtte ayre & hungry: And 
etc nourisbable meetes and dyffyable also. NOW TiiEH.H.E woll I dyscryue tbe 

sayd dysportes & gamys to fynde the 
beste of tbeym as veryly as I can, alle be it 
tbat the rygbt noble & full worthy prynce tbe 
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duke of Yorke late callid mayster of game barb 
discryued the myrtbes of buncynge lyke as I 
tbynke to dyscryue of it and of alle the otber. 
For buncynge as to myn mtmt is to laboryous, 
fortbe bunter must alwaye rmne & folowe bis 
boundes: traueyllynge and swerynge full sore. 
He blowytb eyll bis lyppes blysttr. And wban 
be wenytb it be an bare full oft it is an begge 
bogge. Tbus be cbafytb & wore ,not wbat. He 
comytb bome at euyn rayn berm pryckyd: & bis 
clothes come wtte sbode all myry Some bounde 
lostt: some surbat. Sucbe greues ~ many other 
~apytb unto the bunter, wbycbe for disp[ey_, 
saunce of tbeym tbat loue it I dare not reporn. 
Tbus maly me sanytb tbat cbis is not the beste 
dysportt & game of the sayd foure. The dys, 
porn and game of bawkynge is laboryous and 
noyouse also as me semycb. For often the fawke, 
ner lesub bis bawkes as the bunter bis boundes. 
Tbtnrte is bis game & bis dysportt goon. Full 
often cryetb be and wbyscelycb eyll tbat be be 
rygbt euyll a tbursce. His bawke taketh a bowe 
& lystt not ones on bym rewarde. wban be wold 
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baue bu for to flu: tbmne woll sbe bathe. with 
mys fedynge sbe shall baue tbe Fronse: the Rye: 
tbe Cray & many otba syknesses tbat brynge 
tbeym to tbe Sowse. Tbus by prouff tbis is not 
tbe beste dysporte & game of tbe sayd. foure. 
Tbe dysporte and game of fowlynge me sanytb 
moost symplt. For in tbe wynta season the fow, 
[er spedytb not but in tbe moost hardest and 
coldest weder: wbycbe is greuous. For wban be 
wolde goo to bis gynnes be maye not for coldt. 
Many a gynne & many a snare be makytb. Y tt 
soryly dootb be fare. At mom tyde in tbe dewt 
be is wttte sbode unto bis ttylle. Many other 
sucbe I cowde tell: but drede of magre makitb 
me for to leue. Tbus me semytb tbat buntynge 
and bawkynge & also fowlynge bm so labor_, 
ous and greuous tbat none of tbeym maye per-, 
fourme nor bi very meane tbat mduce a man toa 
mery spyryte: wbycbe is cause of bis longe lyfe 
acordynge unto tbe sayd parable of Salamon. 
CI Dowteles tbme folowytb it tbat it must ntdes 
be tbe dysporte of fyssbynge witb an angle. For 
all otba manere of fyssbyng is also laborous 
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& greuous: often makynge folkes full were and 
colde, wbycbe many tymes batb be seen cause 
of grue Jnfirmyms. But the angler maye baue 
no colde nor no dysuse nor angre, but yf be 
Ix causer bymself. For be maye not Iese at the 
·moost but a lyne or an bokc: of wbycbe be may 
baue store plmtu of bis ownc makynge, as tbis 
symple trcatysc sball tube bym. So tbmne bis 
losse is not grcuous. & other grcysses may be 
not baue,sauynge but yf ony fissbe brekeaway 
after tbat be is take on the boke, or e(les tbat 
be catcbe nought: wbycbe ben not grcuous. For 
yf be fay(le of one be maye not faylle of a notber, 
yf be dootb as tbis trcatysc tttbytb; but yf 
there be nought in the water. And yet am the 
lust be batb bis bolsom walkt and may at 
bis ease. a swue ayre of the swett sauoure of 
the mmle ftoures: tbat makytb bim hungry. 
fie herttb the mdodyous armony of fowles. fie 
surb the yonge swannes: barons: duckes: 
cotes & many other foules Wytb rbeyr brodts: 
wbycbe me scmytb bmtr tban alle the noyse of 
bonndys: the blastes of bomys and the scrye 
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off oulis tbat bunters: fawkeners & foultrs can 
make. And yf tbe angler ttke fyssbe: surely 
tbenne is there noo man merier tban be is in bis 
spyryte. 0 Also wbo soo woll use the game of 
anglynge: be must ryse erly, wbicbe tbyng is 
prouffyttble to man in tbis wyse, Tbat is to 
wyre: moost to tbe beele of bis soule. For it shall 
cause bym to be boly. and to tbe beele of bis 
body, For it shall cause bim to be bole. Also to 
the encrease of bis goodys. For it shall make 
bym ryche. As tbe olde englyssbe prouerbe 
sayth in this wyse. 0 wbo soo woll ryse erly 
shaU be boly belthy and zely. OTbus baue I 
prouyd in myn entent that tbe dysporte & game 
of anglynge is the very meane & cause tbat en­
dudth a man in to a mery spyryte: Whycbe af, 
ter the sayd parable of Salomon and tbe sayd 
doclryne of phisyk makytb a tlourynge aege & 

a longe. And tberfore to al you tbat bm vertu, 
ous: gentyll: & free borne I wryte & make tbis 
symple treatyse folowynge: by wbycbe ye may 
baue the full crafte of anglynge to dysport you 
at your luste: to the entent tbat your aege maye 
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the more floure and the more lmger to endure. 

YF ye woll be crafty in anglynge: ye must 
fyrste lerne to make your barnays, That 

is to wyte your rodde: your lynes of dyuers 
colours. After tbat ye must know bow ye shall 
angle in what place of the water: bow depe: & 

what time of day. For wbat manere of fysshe: 
in wbat wedyr How many impedymentes there 
ben in fyssbynge that is callyd anglynge And 
in specyall wyth what baytys to euery dyuers 
fyssbe in eche moneth of the yere. How ye shall 
make your baytts brede where ye sball fynde 
than: & bow ye shall kepe tbeym. And for the 
moost crafty thynge bow ye shaU make youre 
bokes of stde and of osmonde, Some for the 
dubbe: and some for the tlote; & the grounde. 
as ye shall here after al thyse fynde expressed 
openly unto your knowlege. OAnd bow ye shall 

· make your rodde crnftly bere I shall teche you. 
Ye sbaU kyttt betwme Myghelmas & Candy(, 
mas a f ayr sttffe of a f adom & an halfe, longe: 
& anne grett of basyll: wylowe: or aspe. And 
bethe bym in an hote ouyn: and sette him euyn. 
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Tbmne ltte bim cole and drye a monetb. Take 
tbmne and frette bym f aste wytb a cockesbott, 
corde: and bynde bim to a fourme or an euyn 
squaregrtte tru. Take tbmne a plummers wire 
tbat is euyn and streytt and sbarpe at tbt one 
md. And bett tbe sbarpe mde in a charcole 
fyre tyll it be wbyte: & brmne tbe sttffe tber, 
wyth tborugb: euer streyte in tbe pytbe at botb 
mdes tyll they mete. And after tbat brmne bym 
in the nether mde wytb a byrde brocbe, & wytb 
other brocbes ecbe grmer than other. and mer 
the grmest the Caste: so tbat ye make your bolt 
aye ttpre wac. Tbenne lete bym lye styll and 
kele two dayes. Unfrette bym tbmnt and lttt 
bym drye in an bous roof in the smoke tyll bt 
be tbrugb drye. 0 In the same season take a 
fayr yerde of grme basyll and bttb bym euyn 
and streyghte. and lete it drye witb the sttffe. 
And whan they bm drye make the yerde mtte 
unto the bole in the staffe: unto halfe the length 
of the sttffe. And to perfourmt that other balfe 
of the croppe. Take a f ayr sbote of blacke 
thomt: crabbe tree: medeler. or of Imypre 
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kyttt in the same season: & well bethyd and· 
streyghtt. And fmte them togyder fetely: 500 

that the croppe maye jusdy entre all in to the 
sayd bole.-Tbenne shaue your sttffe and make 
bym ttpre wexe. Tbenne vyrell the sttffe at 
botbe endes wyth longe bopis of yron or laton 
in the clennest wise wyth a pyke in the nether 
ende fasmyd with a rennynge vyce: to ttke in 
and oUte your croppe. Tbenne set your croppe 
an handfull within the ouer ende of your sttffe 
in suche wise that it be as bigge there as in ony 
other place aboue. Tbenneanne your croppe at 
tbouer ende downe to the frttte wytf, a lyne of 
vi. bares. And dubbe the lyne & fruttt it fast 
in the toppe wyth a bowe to fasten. on your lyne. 
And thus shall ye make you a rodde 500 preuy 
that ye maye walke tberwyth : and there shall 
noo man wyte where abowte ye goo. It woll be 
lyghce and full nymbyll to fyssbe wych at your 
luste. And for tbe more redynesse loo here a 
fygure tberof in example. 

'=' =-============tB:ii=====m•0~ 
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AFTER that ye baue made thus your rod, 
de: ye must lane to coloure your lynes of 

bere in this wyst. Fyrste ye must ttke of a wbyte 
horse ttyUe tbe lengest beere & fa yr est that ye 
can fynde. And ever tbe rounder it be the bet.­
ter it is. Departe it in to vi. partes : and euery 
parte ye sbal colour by bymselfe in dyuers col­
ours. As yelowe: grme: browne: ttwney: rus, 
set. & duske colours. And for to make a good 
grme colour on your beer ye sbaU doo thus. 
0 Take smaUe ale a quarte & put it in a lytyU 
panne and put thereto balfe a pounde of alym. 
And put thereto your beer: and lete it boyUe 
softly half an boure. Tbmne ttke out your bur 
and lete it drye. Tbmne ttke a potdl of water 
& put it in a panne. And put therein two band, 
fu(( of ooldys or of wyxm. And presse it with 
a tyle stone : and lete it boylle soft( y half an 
boure. And wban it is ydow on tbe scume put 
tberin your beer wytb balfe a poundt of copo, 
rose betyn in powdre and lete it boyUe balfe a 
myle waye: and rbmne sette it downe: and lett 
it kele fyve or syxc boures. Tbm take out tbe 
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beer and drye it. And it is tbenne tbt fynest 
grme tbat is for tbt water. And ever tbt more 
ye put tbtrro of coporose tbe better it is. or elles 
in sttde of it verrgrees. 0 A notber wyse ye 
maye make more brygbrer grme, as tbus. Ltte 
woode your bar in an wooclefatte a lygbt plun .. 
ktt colour. And tbmne sttbe bym in olde or 
wyxin lyke as I bave sayd: sauynge ye shall not 
put tberto neytber coporose ne verrgrees. 0 For 
to make your bur yelow dygbt it wytb alym as 
J baue sayd before. And after tbat wytb oldys 
or wyxin wytbout coporose or vert"gl"US. 0 A 
notber yelow ye sbal make tbus. Take smalle ale 
a potell: u sttmpe tbre handful of walnot leues 
u put togider: And put in your bur tyll tbat 
it be as clepe as ye woll baue it. OFor to make 
russet beer. Take stronge lye a pynt and balfe 
a pounde of sote u a lytyll juce of walnot leuys 
and a quarte of alym: u put tbeym alle togyder 
in a panne and boylle tbeym well. And wban it 
is colde put in youre bur tyll it be as duke as 
ye woll baue it. 0 For to make a browne colour. 
Take a pounde of sore & a quarte of ale: and 

13 



sttb it wyrb as many walnut ltuys as ye mayc. 
And wban tbey wac blackt stttt it from the 
fire. And put rberin your bur and ltte it lye 
sryU ryU it be as brownt as ye woU baue it. 
0 For to make a norber browne. Take srrong 
alt & sore and temprt tbem togyder, and put 
tberin your beer two dayes & two nygbtes and 
it shall be rygbt a good colour. 0 For to make 
a ttwney coloure. Take lyme and water and put 
tbeym togyder: and also put your bur tberin 
foure or fyue boures. Tbenne take it out & put 
it in a Tanners ose a day: and it shall be also 
fyne a ttwney colour as nedytb to our purpoos. 
0 Tbe syxte parte of your beer ye sbaU kepe 
styli wbyte for lynes for tbe dubbyd boke to 
fyssbe for tbe rrougbt and graylynge: and for 
smalle lynes for to rye for tbe rocbe & tbe darse. 

W E-IAH your bur is tbus colourid: ye 
must knowe for wbkbe waters & for 

wbycbe seasons tbty sbaU serue. 0 Tbe grme 
colour in all dere water from Apryll tyll Sep.­
tembre. 0 Tbe yelowe coloure in euery dere 
water from Septembre ryU Novembre: For it is 
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lyke ye wedys and other manere grasse wbicbe 
growytb in the waters u ryuers wban they bm 
broken. (I The russet colour seruyd, all the 
wynttr unto the ende of Apryll. as well in ry­
uers as in poles or lakys. (I The browne colour 
seruyd, for tbatwater that is blacke dedisshe in 
ryuersorinotberwaters. CTbe ttwneycolour 
for those waters that bm hetby or morysshe. 

NOW must ye make youre lynes in this 
wyse. Fyrste loke that ye baue an Insrru, 

mint lykc unto this fygure portrayed folow, 
ynge. Tbenne ttke your bur and kytte of the 
smalle ende an bondfull large or more, For it is 
neytber srronge nor ytt sure. Tbenne tome the 
toppc to the ttylle eueryche ylykemocbe. And 
departe it in to tbre partyes. Tbenne knytte 
eucry parte at tbe one ende by bymsclf. And 
at the other ende knym all tbre togyder: u put 
the same ende in that other ende of your Instru, 
ment that bath but one dyft. And sme that 
other ende faste wytb the wegge foure fyngers 
in alle shorter than your beer. Tbenne twyne 
mery warpe one wayc u ylyke mocbe·: u fastm 
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tbtym in tbre dystes ylyke streygbtt. Take 
tbennc out that other ende and twyne it that 
waye that it woll desyre ynougb. Tbenne 
streyne it a lytyll: and knytte it for undoynge: 
u that is good. And for to knowe to make your 
Instrument: loo here it is in fygure. And it 
shall be made of tree sauynge the bolte under~ 
neath : which shall be of yren. 

W HAN ye haue as many of the lynkys 
as ye suppose wol suffyse for the 

length of a lyne: thenne must ye knytte theym 
togyder wyth a water knotte or elles a duchys 
knotte. And whan your knotte is knytte : kytte 
of the voyde sborte en des a srrawe brede for the 
knotte. Thus shal ye make youre lynes fayr & 

fyne: u also ryght sure for ony manere fysshe. 
OAnd by cause that ye sbolde knowe bothe the 
water knotte and also tbe duchys knotte: loo 
theym here in fygure caste unto tbe lyknesse of 
the draughtt. 
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YE SliALL undastonde that the moost 
subtyll · & hardystt crafte in makynge of 

, your harnays is for to make your bokis. For 
wboos makyng ye must haue ftte fyles, thynn 
and sharpe and smalle betm: A semy clamp of 
yrm: a bender: a payr of longe and smalle , 
tongys: an harde knyfe somdeale tbycke: an 
anuelde: & a lytyll bamour. 0 And for smalle 
fyssbe ye sball make your bokes of tbe smalest 
quardl nedlys that ye can fynde of sttle, & in 
this wyse. (I Ye sball put dx quarcU in a reddc 
charkcole fyre tyll tbat it be of the same colour 
that the fyre is. Tbmne ttke hym out and lett 
bym kde: & ye shal fynde him well aLtyd for 
to fyle. Tbenne reyse the berde with your knyfe 
& make the poynt sbarpe. Tbenne alaye hym 
agayn: for clles be woll breke in the bmdyng. 
Tbmne bmde bym lyke to the bende fyguryd 
hereafter in example. And gremr hokes ye 
shall make in the same wyse of grmer nedles: 
as broderers nedlis: or ttylers: or sbomakers 
nedlis spere poyntts & • • • of sbomakers 
nalles in especyall tbe bcstt for grm fyssbe •. 
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and that they bmde atte the poynt whan they 
bm assayed, for eUes they bm not good. 
OWhan the hoke is bmdyd btte the bynder 
mde abrode: & fyle it smotbe for frttynge of 
thy lyne. Tbmne put it in tbe fyre agayn: and 
yeue it an easy redde bete. Tbmne sodaynly 
qumcbe it in water: and it woll be barde and 
stronge. And for to haue knowlege of your Inst­
rummtes: lo tbeym here in fygure portrayd. 

0 liamour. Knyfe. Pynsons. Clampe. 

W cgge. Fyle. Wreste. &· Anuelde. 

WHAN ye baue made tbus your bokis: 
tbmne must ye set tbeym on your 

lynes acordynge in gremesse & strmgtb in tbis 
wyse. 0 Ye shall ttke smalle redde silke. & yf 
it be for a grtte boke, tbmne double it: not 
twynyd. And elles for smale bokys lete it be 
syngle: and tberwytb frette tbycke tbe lyne 
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there as the one mde of your hoke sbal sytte a 
smiwe brede. Tbenne sette there your hoke: 
and frttte bym witb the same tbrede tbat two 
panes of tbe lmgtbe tbat sball be frette in all. 

· And wban ye come to the tbyrde parte tbenne 
torne the mde of your lyne agayn upon the 
frette dowble. & frette it so dowble tbat other 
tbyrde parte. Tbenne put your tbrede in at the 
hose twys or tbries & lete it goo at ecbe tyme 

· rounde abowte tbe yerde of your hoke. Tbmne 
wete the hose and daawe it tyll tbat it be fastt. 
And loke tbat your lyne lye mmnore wytbin 
your bokys: and not without. Tbenne kytte of 
tbe lynys mde and the tbrede as nygbe as ye 
maye: sauynge the frettt. 

NOW ye knowewytb bowgrtte bokys ye 
sball angle to may fyssbe: now I woll 

tell you wytb bow many beeres ye sball to may 
manere of fissbe. OFor the mmow wytb a lyne 
of one bare. For tbe waxyng rocbe : tbe bleke . 
and tbe gogyn & tbe ruffe \rytb a lyne of two 
beens. For the darse and tbe grete rocbe. wytb 
a lyne of tbre beeres. For tbe percbe: the ftoun-, 
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da & brmtet witb foure bures. For the cbtum 
cbubbt: tbe brmte: tbe tmcbe & tbt tlt wytb 
vi. bares. For tbe crougbtt: graylyngt : barbyll 
and tbe grtte cbtuyn wytb ix. bares. ror tbe 
grtte crougbtt wytb xii. bteres: ror the samon 
wytb xv. hurts. And for tbt pykt wytb a 
cbalke lyne made brownt witb your browne co, 
lour aforsayd: armyd with a wyre. as ye sbal 
btrt btrafttr wban I spekt of tbt pykt. 0 Your 
lynes must be plumbid wytb ltdt. And ye shall 
wyte tbat tbt narc plumbt unto the hoke shall 
be tberfro a large fote and more, And tutry 
plumbt of a quanfyte to tbt grttnts of tbe lyne. 
There bt tbre manere of plumbis for a grounde 
lyne· rmnynge. And for tbe tlote stt upon tbt 
grounde lyne lymge x. plumbts joynynge all 
togider. On tbe grounde lyne rmnyngt ix. or x. 
smalle. The tlote plumbt shall bt so btuy that 
tbe leest plucke of onyfyssbe mayt pull it downt 
in to tbt water. And make your plumbis roundt 
& smotbt that tbey stycke not on stonys or on 
wedys. And for tbe more undtrstondyngt lo 
tbtym here in fygure. 
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The grounde lyne rmnynge 

TD l!!l 1111111211! El 

The grounde lyne lyenge 

an~ 
The Rote lyne 

• • • 
The lyne for perche or ttnche 

C;; • • • 
Tbe lyne for a pyke: 0 Plumbe: Corke 
armyd wyth wyre 

- E? ~,-----e.z:izrz:;a2.ivrzzziD►...._:)~ 
THE HHE shall ye make yourtlotys in this 

wyse. Take a fayr corke that is clmewith .. 
out many bolts. & bore it tbrugb wyth a smallt 
bore yrm: And putt therin a pmne justt and 
streygbtt. Ewr tbe more tlott the gremr pmne 
and the grtter bolt. Thmne shape it grete in 
the myddis & smallt at botbe mdys. and spe, 
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cyaUy sbarpe in tbe nether mde, and lyke unto 
tb~ fygures foUowynge. And make tbeym · 
smotbe on a gryndyng stone: or on a tyle stone. 
0 And Coke that tbe flote for one bur be no-­
more than a pese. For two bures: as a bune. 
for twelue beeres: as a walnot. And soo ruery 
lyne after tbe proporcion. 0 AU manere lynes 
tbat bm not for tbe grounde must baue flotes. 
And tbe rmnynge grounde lyne must baue a . 
flote. The lymge grounde lyne wythout flott. 

t) f) ~ 4) 
NOW J haue lernyd you to make all your 

harnays. liere J woU teU you bow ye shall 
angle. 0 Ye shall angle: understonde that there 
is vi. manere of anglyng. That one is at the 
grounde for the troughte and other fissbe. A 
nother is at the grounde at an arche, or at a 
sttnge where it ebbyth and flowyth : for b(eke: 
roche • & darse. The thyrde is wyth a flote for 
all manere of fyssbe. Tbe fourth witb a mm ow 
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for the tr0ugb~e wytbout plumbe or tlote. The 
fyftb is rmnynge in the same wyse for roche & 

darse wyth one or two heeres and a tlye. The 
syxtt is wyth a dubbyd hoke for the troughtt 
~ graylyng. 0 And for the fyrste and pryncy .. 
p~H poynt in anglynge, kepe it ma fro the water 
fro the sighte of the fysshe: other fare on the 
londe; or ellys behynde a busshe that the fyssbe 
se you not. For yf they doo they woll not byte. 
0 Also loke that ye shadow not the water as 
mocbe as ye may. For it is that tbynge that woll 
soone fraye the fysshe. And yf a fysshe be 
afrayed be woH not bite longe afttr. For aUe 
manere fysshe tbat fede by thegrounde ye shall 
angle for tbeim to the botom. soo that your 
bokys shall rmne or lye on the grounde. And 
for alle other fysshe that f«le aboue ye shall 
angle to tbeym in the myddes of the water or 
somedeale aboue. For ever the greeter fisshe the 
nerer be lytth the botom of the water. And ma 
the smaller fysshe the more be swymmyth 
aboue. 0 The tbyrde good poynt is whan the 
fysshe bytyth that ye be not to hasty to smytt 
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nor to late, For ye must abide ryll ye suppose 
that the bayte be fare in the mouth of tbe fysshe 
and tbmne abyde noo longer. And this is for 
the grounde. 0 And for the flote whan ye se it 
puUyd softly under the water: or elles caryed 
upon the water softly: thmne smyte. And loke 
that ye neuer ouersmyte the strmgthe of your 
lyne for brekynge. 0 And yf it fortune you to 
smytt a grm fyssbe witb a small barnays, 
thmne ye must lede hym in the water & labour 
him tbere tyll be be drownyd and ouercome. 
Tbmne take bym as well as ye can or maye. 
And euer be waar that ye holde not ouer the 
strmgtbe of your lyne. And as mocbe as yt may 
lete hym not come out of your lynes mde 
streygbte from you: But kepe bym euer under 
tbe rodde, and euermore bolde bym streygbte: 
soo tbat your lyne may susteyne and beere bis 
lepys and bis plungys wytb tbe helpe of your 
cropp : & of your bonde. 

HE RE I woll declare unto you in what 
place of the water ye shall angle.Ye sbaU 

angle in a pole or in a stondinge water in euery 
place wbtre it is ony thynge depe. There is not 
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grm cboyse of ony places where it is ony 
tbynge depe in a pole. For it is but a pryson to 
fyssbe. & they lyve for the more partt in bun, 
gre (yke prisoners: and tbtrfore it is tbe lesse 
maystry to take tbeym. But in a ryuer ye shall 
angle in euery place where it is clqx and clere 
by the grounde: as grauell or daye wytbout 
mudde or wedys. And in especyaU yf that there 
be a manerc whyrlyngc of water or a coum. 
As an bo(ow bankc: or grue rotys of tras: or 
longc wedys tlttyng aboue in the water where 
the fysshe maye coutre and byde tbeymself at 
fUtlyn tymes whan they lystc. Also it is good 
for to angle in dcpe styffe stranys, and also in 
fallys of waters & weares, and in flood gatys 

, and mylle pyttes. And it is good for to angle 
where as the water restyth by the banke: and 

-where tbe strane rmnyth nyghe there by: and 
is clqx & clere by the grounde and in ony other 
placys where ye may se ony fyssh bout. or haue 
ony fedynge. 

OW ye shaU wyce what tyme of tbe daye 
ye shall angle. (I From the begynnynge 

o y untyll it be St.pcanbre the bytynge tyme 
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is erly by tbe morowe from foure of tbe clocke 
unto cygbte of tbe docke. And at after none 
from foure of tbe clocke unto eygbte of the 
docke: but not soo good as in tbe mornynge. 
And yf it be a colde whystelyng wynde and a 
derke low!fnge daye. For a derke daye is mocbe 
better to angle in than a dere daye. 0 From tbe 
begynnynge of Septembre unto tbe mde of 
Apryll spare noo tyme of tbe daye: 
0 Also many pole fyssbes woll byte beste in 
the none tyde. 
OAnd yf ye seony tyme of tbe daye tbe rrougbte 
or graylynge lepe: angle to bym wyrb a dubbe 
acordynge to tbe same montb And wbere tbe 
water ebbytb and flowytb tbe fyssbe woll byte 
in some place at tbe ebbe: a,,, in some place at the 
flood. After that they baue restynge btbynde 
stangnys a,,, arcbys of brydgys a,,, other sucbe 
manere places. 

HE RE ye shall wyte in wbat weder ye 
sball angle. as I sayd before in a derke 

lowrynge daye wbanne tbe wynde blowytb 
so~ly. And in somer season wban it is brmn, 
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ynge botttbenne it is nought. (I FromStpmnbre 
unto Apryl( in a fayr sonny daye is ryght good 
to angle. And yf the wynde in that season haue 
ony parte of the Orymt: the wedyr tbenne is 
nought. And whan it is a grm wynde. And 
·wban it snowirh reynyth or hayllyth. or is a 
grm mnpestt, as rbondyr, or lightenynge: or 
a swoly bore weder: tbmne it is noughtt for 
to angle. 

NOW sbaU yewyce tbat tbere bat twdue 
manere of ympedymmtes wbyche cause 

a man to ttke noo fysshe. witb out other comyn 
tbat maye casuelly bappe. Tbe fyrst is yf your 
barnays be not mm nor feely made. The sec, 
onde is yf your baytes be not good nor fyne. 
The thyrde is yf tbat ye angle not in bytynge 
tyme. The fourth is yf that the fysshe be frayed 
with tbtsygb~ of a man. Tbe fyfth yf the water 
be very tbycke: wbyte or redde of ony floode 
late fallen. The syxtt yf tbe fyssbe styre not 
for colde. The seumtb yf that the wedyr be 
hott. The eyght yf it rayne. The nyntbe if it 
bayU or snow falle. The tenth is yf it be a tan, 
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pestt. Tbe mleumtb is yf it be a grete wyndt. 
Tbe twelfyftb yf tbe wynde be in tbe Eest, and 
tbat is worste For comynly neytba wynta nor 
soma tbe fyssbt woU not bytt tbmne. Tbe 
weste and nortbe wyndes ben good but tbt 
soutb is bestt. 

A ND now I baue tolde you bow to make 
your barnays: and bow ye sbaU fyssbe 

tberwyth in al poyntes. Reason woU that ye 
knowe wyth what baytes ye sbaU angle to euay 
montth of the yere, whyche is aU the effette of 
the crafte. And wytboutwhycbt baytes knowm 
weU by you aU your other crafte here tofom 
auayllyth you not to purpose. For ye can not 
brynge an boke in to a fyssh mouth wythout a 
bayte. Whiche baytes for euay manere of 
fyssh and for euay monttb here folowyth in 
this wyse. 

FOR by cause that the Samon is the moost 
sttttly fyssh tbat ony man maye angle to 

in fresh water. Therefore I purpose to begynn 
at hym. 0 The samon is a gmryll fysshe: but 
be is comborous for to ttke. For comynly be is 
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but in depe places of grett ryuers. And for the 
· more pane be boldytb the myddys of it: that 

a man maye not come at bym. And be is in 
season from Marcbe unto Mygbelmas. 0 In 
wbycbeseason ye sballangle to bym wyrb tbyse 
baytes wban ye maye gett tbeym. Fyrste wyrb 
a redde worme in the begynnynge & mdynge 
of the season. And also wytb a bobbe that bre, 
dytb in a dungbyll & specyally with a souaayn 
bayte that bredytb on a water docke. 0 And 
be bytitb not at the grounde: but at the tlote. 
Also ye may ttke bym: but it is seldom sun 
with a dubbe at sucbe tyme as wban be lepitb 
in lyke fourme and manere as ye doo ttke a 
trougbte or a gryalynge. And tbyse baytts bm 
well prouyd bayres for the samon. THE rrougbtt for by cause be is a right 

deyntous fyssb and also a right ferumtt 
byttrwe shall speke natt of bym. lie is in sea­
son from Marcbe unto Mygbelmas. lie is on 
date grauely grounde and in a streme. Ye may 
angle to bym all tymes wyrb a grounde lyne 
lyenge or rmnynge: sauyng in lepynge tyme. & 
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tbtnne with a dubbe. And erly wyth a rmnynge 
grounde lyne. & forth in the daye wyth a Rott 
lyne. 0 Ye shall angle to hym in Marche wyth 
a mmew hangyd on your hoke by the nttber 
nesse wythout Rote or plumbe: drawynge up 
& downe in the strcme tyll ye fele bym fastt. 
0 In tbe same tyme angle to hym with a grounde 
lyne witb a redde worme for tbe moost sure. 
0 In Aprill take tbe same baytes: & also Inneba 
otber wyse namyd vii. eyes. Also the canker 
tbat bredytb in a grtte trtt & the redde snayU. 
0 In May take the stone ff ye & tbe bobbe under 
the cowe torde and the sylke worme: and tbe 
bayte that bredyth on a ferne (eyf. In Iuyn take 
a redde worme & nyppe of tbe bud: & put on 
tbyn boke a codworme byfom. 0 In Iuyll take 
tbe grtte redde wonne & the codworme togy-­
der. 0 In August take a flesshe ff ye & the grm 
redde worme and tbe fatte of tbe bakon: and 
bynde abowte thy hoke. 0 In Septcmbre take 
tbe redde worme & tbe mmew. O In Oaobre 
take tbe same: for they bm specyaU for the 
trougbt aU tymes of tbt yere. From Aprill tyU 
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Septanbre tbt trough ltpyth. tbtnne angle to 
hym with a dubbyd hoke accordynge to tbt 
monttb, whych dubbyd hokys ye shall fyndt 
in tbtndt of this treatyse: and the montthys 
wyrb than. TI-IE grayUynge by a notbtr name caUycl 

umbre is a dtlycyous fyssbe to mannys 
moutht. And ye mayt ttke hym lyke as ye doo 
the rrought. And thyse bm bis baytes. 0 In 
Marche and in Apryll the rtddt worme. 0 In 
May tbt grme worme: a lytyll breykd worme: 
the docke canker. and the hawthorn worme. 
0 In June tbt baytt that bredyth bttwmt the 
tree and tbt barke of an oke. 0 In IuyU a baytt 
that brtdyth on a feme ltyf: &, tbt grtte rtddt 
worme. And nyppc of tbt btde: and put on 
your hoke a codworme before. 0 In August the 
reddt worme: and a docke worme. And al tbt 
yere after a rtddt worme. TI-IE barbyll is a swm fysshe, but it is a 

quasy mutt and a peryllous for mannys 
body. For comynly he ymyth an introduxion to 
tbe Febres. And yf ht be ttm rawe: he maye be 
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cause of mannys dtthe: whycht hath oft be 
seen. Thyse be bis baytes. 0 In Marche and in 
Apryll ttke f ayr fressht cbtse: and lay it on a 
borde & kytte it in small square pecys of the 
lmgthe of your hoke. Take throne a candy( & 

brmne it on tbe mde at the poynt of your hoke 
ryll it be ytlow. And tbmne bynde it on your 
hoke with ftttcbers sylke: and make it rough 
lyke a welbede. This bayte is good all tbe som .. 
er season. 0 In May & June ttke the bawtbomc 
wormc and the grtte redde worme. and nyppe 
of tbe heed. And put on your hoke a codworme 
before. and that is a good baytt. In Juyll ttke 
the redde worme for cbeyf & the hawtbome 
worme togyd. Also the water docke leyf worme 
and tbe bomet worme togyder. 0 In August 
& for all tbe yere ttke tbe ttlowe of a sbepe & 

softe cbese of ecbe ylyke mocbe : and a lyryll 
bony & grynde or sttmpe tbeym togyd longe. 
and tmpre it cyll it be tough • And put tberto 
ftoure a lyryll and make it on smalle pelltttys. 
And it is a good bayte to angle wytb at 
the grounde And loke that it synke in tbe 
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water. or ellys it is not good to this purpoos. THE carpe is a dtyntous fyssbe: but there 
bm but fewe in Englonde. And tbafore 

I wrytt the lasse of bym. fie is an euyU fysshe 
to ttke. For be is soo stronge marmyd in the 
moutbe that there maye nooweke barnays bolde 
bym. And as toucbynge bis bayres I baue but 
lytyll knowkge of it And me were lotb to wryte 
more than J knowe and baue provyd. But well 
J wott tbat the redde wormt & the mmow bun 
good batys for bym at aU tymes as J baue btrdt 
saye of pasones credyble & also foundt wry, 
tm in bokes of credence. THE cheuyn is a stttely fyssbe: and bis 

bad is a deyty morsell There is noo 
fyssbe so strongly marmyd wytb scalys on the 
body. And bi cause be is a stronge byta be 
batbe the more baytes, which bm tbyse. 0 In 
Marcbe tbe redde worme at the grounde: For 
comynly tbmne be woll byte tbae at all tymes 
of the yae yf be be ony tbingc hungry. 0 In 
ApryU the dycbe canker tbat breditb in the 
tru. A worme that breditb bttwene the ryndt 
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and tbe tree of an oke. Tbe rtdde worme: and 
tbe yonge frossbys wban tbe ftte bm kyt of. 
Also tbe stone Rye tbe bobbt under tbe cowe 
torde: tbe rtddt snayllt. 0 In May tbe bayte 
tbat bredytb on tbe osyer ltyf and tbe docke 
canker togyder upon your boke. Also a bayte 
tbat bredytb on a fern leyf, tbe codworme and 
a bayte that bredytb on an bawtborn. And 
a baytt tbat brtdytb on an oke ltyf a,., a sylke 
wonne a,., a codworme togyder. Oin June take 
tbe crektt and tbe dorre and also a red worme: 
tbe bud kytte of and a codworme before: and 
put tbeym on the hoke. Also a bayte in the osyer 
leyf: yonge frossbys tbe tbru ftte kitte of by 
tbe body: a,., tbe fourth by the knee. The bayte 
on tbe bawtborn a,., the codworme togyder and 
a grubbt that bredytb in a dungbyll: a,., a grtte 
gresbop. 0 In Juyll the gresbop a,., tbe bumbyl, 
bet in tbe medow. Also yonge bees and yonge 
bornmes. Also a grtte brmded Rye tbat bre, 
ditb in patbes of medowes and tbe tlye that is 
amonge pysmurs byllys. 0 In August take 
wortwormes and magotes unto Myghelmas. 
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0 In Sepmnbre the redde worme: & also ttke 
tbe baytes wban ye may gett tbeym: that is to 
wyce, Cberyes: yonge myce not heryd: and 
the house combe. TI-IE brttme is a noble fyssbe and a deyn, 

tous. And ye shaU angle for bym from 
Marcbe unto August wycb a redde worme: & 

tbmne wycb a butter flye and a grme flye, and 
with a bayte that bredytb amonge grme rede: 
and a bayte that bredyth in the barke of a dtde 
trtt. OAnd for bremettis ttke maggotes. OAnd 
fro that tyme forth aU tbe yue after ttke the 
red worme: and in tbe ryuer browne brude. 
Moo baytes there bm but they bm not easy & 

tberfore I kte tbeym passe over. 

ATEHCI-IE is a good fyssh, and hulitb 
aU manere of other fysshe that bm burtt 

yf maye come to bym. lie is tbe most partt 
of tbe yere in tbe mudde. And be styrytb moost 
in June & July: and in othersusons butlytyU. 
I-le is an euyll byter. bis baytes bm tbyse. For 
all tbe yere browne brude tostyd wycb bony 
i~ lyknesse of a butttryd loof: and the grtte 
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reddtwonne. And as for cbeyf take tbe blackt 
blood in tbt btrte of a sbepe & floure & bony. 
And mnpre tbeym aU togyder somdeall softer 
than paast: and anoynt tberwytb tbe reddt 
worme: botbe for this fyssbe and for other. 
And they woll byte mocbe the better tberat at 
all times. 
0 Tbe percbc is a daynteuous fyssbe & pass, · 
ynge bolsom and a free bytyng. Tbise bm bis 
baytts. Jn Marcbe tbt redde wonne. In Aprill 
tbe bobbt under rbe cowe torde. In Maye. tbt 
slotbom wonne and tbe codworme. In June the 
bayte that breditb in an oldt fallen oke and the 
grtte canker. In Juyll tbebayte that bredytbon 
tbe osyer leyf & tbt bobbe that bredttb on tbt 
dung byll: & the bawtbom worme & the cod, 
worme. In August tbe rtdde worme and mag, 
gotes. AU tbt yert after tbe red wonnt as for 
tbe bestt. 
0 The rocbt is an easy fyssbe to take: And yf 
be be fatte & pennyd tbenne is be good mate. 
and tbyse ben bis bayces. In Marcbe tbe most 
redy baytt is tbe red worme. In Apryll the 
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bobbc under the cowe torde. In May the bayte 
that bredytb on the oke leyf and tlx bobbe in 
the dungbyU. In June tbe bayte tbat bredithon 
the osyer & the codworme. In JuyU hous Ryes, 
and tbe bayte tbat breditb on an oke, and tbe 
notworme & matbtwes & maggotes tyll Myg, 
belmas. And after tbat tbe f atte of bakon. 
0 The dace is a gmtyll fysshe to ttke, & yf it 
btwell refer tbmne is it good mme. In Marcbe 
bis baytt is a redde worme. In Apryll tbe bobbc 
under the cowe torde. In May the docke canker 
and the bayte on tbe slotbome and on tbe okm 
leyf. In June the codworme & tbe bayte on the 
osyer & tbe wbyte grubbe in tbe dungbyU. In 
JuyU ttkt bous Ryes & Ryes tbat brede in pys, 
mer by(les: the codworme and maggotes unto 
Mighelmas. And yf the water be dere·ye shall 
ttkt fyssbe wban other ttke none. And fro tbat 

· tyme forth doo as ye do for tbe rocbe. For com, 
yn[y tbtyr bytynge & tbeyr baytes bm lyke. 
0 The bltkt is but a ftbk fyssbt. yet be is bo(, 

·· som. I-lis baytes from Marcbe to Mygbelmas 
be the same that J baue wrytm before. For the 
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nxbe and darst sauynge all tbe soma season 
asmocbe as ye maye angle for bym wytb an 
boust flye: and in wynttr season wytb bakon 
and otbtr bayte made as ye bcrafttr may know. 
0 Tbe ruf is rygbt an bolsom fyssbe: And ye 
sball angle to bim wytb the same baytes in al 
seasons of tbe ycre and in tbe same wist as I 
baue tolde you of tbe percbe : for tbey bm lyke 
in fyssbe and fedinge, sauynge tbe ruf is lesse. 
And tberfore be must baue tbe smaller bayte. 
0 Tbe flounder is an bolsom fyssbe & a free, 
and a subtyll byttr in bis manere : For comynly 
wban be soukytb bis mute be fedytb at groun, 
de, and tberfore ye must angle to bym wytb a 
grounde lyne lymge. And be batb but one ma, 
nae of bayte, and tbat is a red worme, wbicb 
is moost cbeyf for all manere of fyssbe. 0 The 
gogm is a good fyssbe of tbe mocbmes: & be 
bytetb we( at tbe grounde. And bis baytes for 
all tbe ycre bm tbyse. tbe red worme: cod, 
worme: and maggotes. And ye must angle to 
bim wytb a flote. and lete your bayte be nae 
tbe botom or cllis on tbe groundc. 
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(I Tbe menow wban be sbynitb in tbe water 
tbenne is be bytter. And tbougb bis body be 
lytyll yet be is a rauenous biter & an egre. And 
ye shall angle to bym wytb the same baytes 
tbat ye doo for the gogyn : sauynge they must 
be smalle. 
(I Tbe ele is a quasy fyssbe a rauenour and a 
devourer of tbe bnxle of fyssbe. And for tbe 
pyke also is a deuourer of fyssbe I put tbem 
botbe bebynde all other to angle. For tbis ele 
ye shall fynde an bole in tbt grounde of the 
water. And it is blewe blackysshe there put in 
youre boke tyll tbat it be a fote wytbin tbe bole. 
And your bayte shall be a grtte angyll twytcb 
or amenow. 
(I Tbe pyke is a good fyssbt: but for be de-­
uourytb so many as well of bis owne kynde as 
of other: I loue bym tbe lesse. And for to take 
bym ye shall doo tbus. Take a codlynge boke: 
and take a rocbe or a fressbe beering & a wyre 
wyrb an bole in tbe ende: and put it in at tbe 
mouth & out at tbe taylle downe by tbe ridge 
of tbe fressbe buryng. Tbenne put a plumbe 
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of lede upon your lyne a yerde longe from youre 
hoke & a flote in mydwaye berwme: and caste 
it in a pytte where the pyke usyth. And this is 
the beste & moost surest crafte of ttkynge tbe 
pyke. 0 Another manere ttkynge of hym there 
is. Take a frosshe and put it on your hoke at 
the necke bytwme the skynne and the body on . 
the backe half: & put on a flote a yerde tberfro: 
& caste it where the pyke hauntyth & ye shall 
baue hym. 0 Another manere. Take the same 
bayte & put it in Asa fetida and cast it in tbe 
water wyth a corde & a corke: and ye shall not 
fayll of hym. And yf ye lyst to baue a good 
sporte: thmne tye the corde to a gose fote: & 

ye shall se god halynge whether the gose or the 
pyke shall haue tbe better. 

NOW YE wote with what baytes & bow 
ye shall angle to euery manere fyssbe.· 

Now 1 woll tell you bow ye shall kepe and fme 
your quycke baytes. Ye shall fede & kepe than 
all in gmerall: but euery manere by bymself 
wytb sucbe thyng, in & on wbicbe they brtde. 
And as longe as tbey ben quycke & newe they 
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ben fyne. But whan they btn in a slough or d, 
les dud tbmne btn they nought. Oute of tbyse 
ben excepted thre brodes: That is to wytt of 
bommys: humbylbtts, & waspys. whom ye 

· shall bake in brude & after dyppe tbeyr beedes 
in blode and ltte them drye. Also exapte mag, 
gotes: whycbe whan tbei bm breddt grete wyth 
tbeyr naturell fedynge: ye shall fede tbeym fa, 
rbmnore wyth sbepes tdow and wyth a cake 
made of tloure and bony. Tbmne woll they be 
more grtte. And when ye haue dmsyd tbeym 
wyth sondt in a bagge of blanket kepte bote 
under your gown£ or other warme thyng two 
boures or thre. tbenne bm they beste & redy 
to angle wyth. And of the frossbe kytte the 
legge by the knu. of the grassbop the leggys 
and wynges by the body. 
(I Thyse ben baytes made to laste all the yere. 
Fyrstt bun tloure and lme tlessbe of the hepis 
of a cony or of a catte: virgyn wexe & shepys 
ttlowe: & braye tbeym in a morra: And tbenne 
ranpreitattbefyrewythalycyUpuryfyedbony: 
~ soo make it up in lycyU baUys & bayte tber, 
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wytb your bokys afttr tbeyr quantytt. and tbis 
is a good bayte for aU manere fressbe fyssbe. 
OA nother. ttke tbe sewer of a sbepe & cbese 
in lyke quantyte: & braye tbeim togider longe 
in a mortere: And ttke tbmne floure & tempre 
it tberwyth. and after that alaye it wyth bony 
and make baUys therof. and tbat is for tbe bar, 
byU in especyall. 
0 A notber for darse, and rocbe & bleke. talc£ 
wbete and setbe it weU & tbmne put it in blood 
aU a daye & a nygbte. and it is a good bayte. 
0 For baytes for grete fyssbe kepe specyally 
tbis rule. Whan ye baue ttke a grtte fysshe: 
undo tbe mawe. and what ye fynde tbtrin make 
tbat your bayte : for it is beste. 
0 Thyse bm tbe xij. flyes wycb wbycbt ye shaU 
angle to the tt'Ought and grayllyng, and dubbe 
lyke as ye shall now here me tell. 0 Marcbe. 

I l-lE,DOHHE flye the body of tbe donne 
woll and the wyngis of tbe pmrycbe. A 

no er doone flye. the body of blacke woll : the 
wynges of the blackyst drake: & the Jay under : 
the wynge and under tbe ttyU. 0 ApryU. 
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0 The stone Aye. the body of blacke wull: and 
yelowe 'under the wynge. & under the ttyle & 

wyngtS of the drake. In the begynnynge of May 
a good Rye. the body of rocldyd wull & lappid 
abowte wycb blacke sylke: the wyngtS of the 
drake & of the redde capons bakyU. OMay. 
0 The ydow Rye. the body of yelow wuU: the 
wyngtS of the redde cocke bakyU & of the drake 
lyttyd yelow. The blacke louper. the body of 
blacke wuU & lappyd abowte wytb the berle of 
the p«ok ttyU; and the wynges of tbe redde 
capon wytb a blewe beed. 0 June. 
0 The donne cutte: tbt body of blacke wuU & 

a yelow lyste after eytber syde: the wyngtS 
of the bosarde bounde on witb barkyd bempe. 
The maure Rye. the body of doskt wuU the 
wynges of tbe blackest mayle of tbewyldedrake. 
The ttndy Rye at saynt WyUyams daye. the 
body of ttndy wuU and the wynges contrary 
tytber aymst other of the whitest mayle of tbe 
wyldt drake. 0 JuyU. 
0 The waspt tlye. the body of blacke wuU and 
lappid abowtt wytb ytlow tbrtde: the wingtS 
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of tbe bosarde. Tbt sbtU Aye at saynt Thom-, 
as daye. tbe body of grme wuU and lappyd 
abowte wytb tbt berlt of tbe pecoks tayU: 
wynges of tbe bosarde. 0 August. 
0 Tbe drake flye. tbt body of blacke wuU and 
lappyd abowte wytb blacke sylke: wynges of 
tbemaylt of tbe blacke drakewytb a blacke bad· 

OTbyse fygures are put bat in msamplt of 
your hokes. 

\)\) ~ ~~ u 0 0 0 0 0 
000000 

0 Hae folowytb tbe order made to all those 
wbicb shall baue tbt understondynge of this 
forsayd treatyst & use it for tbtyr pleasures. 



YE TI-IA T CAN AHGLE & TAKE 
fyssbe to your plesures as this forsayd 
treatyst tttbytb and sbewytb you: I 

charge I!,(, requyre you in the name of alle noble 
mm tbat ye fyssbe not in noo poore mannes 
seumtll water: as bis ponde: stewe: or other 
necessary tbynges to kepe fyssbe in wytbout 
bis lyance I!,(, good wyll. 0 Hor tbat ye use not 
to breke noo mannys gynnys lymge in tbeyr 
wares and in other places due unto tbeym. He 
to ttke the fyssbe awaye tbat is ttkm in tbeym. 
For after a fyssbe is ttkm in a mannys gynne 
yf the gynne be layed in tbe comyn waters: or 
ellesin sucbewaters asbe birttb, it is bis owne 
propre goodes.And yf yettke it awaye ye robbe 
bym: wbycbt is a rygbt sbamfull dtde to ony 
noble man to do tbat tbat tbtuys I!,(, brybours 
done: wbycbe are punyssbed for tbeyr ruyll 
dedes by tbe necke and otberwyse wban they 
maye be aspyed I!,(, ttkm. And also yf ye doo 
in lyke manere as tbis treatise sbewytb you: ye 
sba( baue no nede to ttke of otber mmys: whiles 
ye sba( baue ynougb of your owne ttkyng yf ye 
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lyste to labour thafore. whycbe shall be to you 
a very pleasure to se the f ayr bryght shynynge 
scalyd fysshes dysceyued by your crafty mean, 
es & drawm upon londe. 0 Also that ye breke 
noo mannys heggys in goynge abowte your 
dysportes: ne opyn noo mannes gates but that 
ye shytte theym agayn. 0 Also ye shall not use 
this forsayd crafty dysporte for no covetysmes 
to thmcreasynge and sparynge of your money 
oonly, but pryncypally for your solace and to 
cause the helthe of your body. & specyally of 
your soule. For wbanne ye purpoos to goo on 
your disportes in fyssbyng ye woll not desyre 
grttly many persones wytb you. wbicbe mygbte 
lttte you of your game. And tbmne ye maye 
saue god deuowtly in saymge affeduously 
youre custumable prayer. And tbus doynge ye 
sball eschewe & voyde many vices. as ydylnes 
whycbe is pryncypall cause to mduce man to 
many otber vyces. as it is rygbt well knowen. 
0 Also ye sball not be to raumous in ttkyng of 
your sayd game as to mocbe at one tymt: wbicbe 
ye maye lyghtly doo yf ye doo in euay poynt 
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as this present rreacysc sbewytb you in euuy 
poynt. wbycbe sbolde lygbtly be occasyon to 
dystroye your owne dysportes & other mmnys 
also. As wban ye baue a suffycymt mese ye 
sbo(de coueyte nomore as ar that tyme. 0 Also 
ye sbaU bes ye yourselfe to nouryssb the game in 
aU that yemaye: & to dystroye aU such tbynges 
as bcn deuourers of it. 0 And aU those tbat 
done after this rule sba[( baue the blessynge 
ofgocl & saynt Petyr, wbycbe be tbeym graunte 
tbat wytb bis precyous blood us bougbte. 
0 And for by cause that this present rreacysc 
sbolde not come to the bondys of ecbe ydle 
pUSOne whycbe wolde desire it yf it were em, 
pryntyd aUone by itself & put in a lycyU plaun, 
fltt tbafore I haue compylyd it in a grttervol, 
wne of dyverse bokys concernynge to gmtyU 
& noble mm to the mtmt that the forsayd ydle 
persones wbyche sbolde baue but lycyU mesure 
in the sayd dysporte of fyssbyng sbolde not by 
this meane utterly dystroye it. 



Here mds Tbe T rearyse of Fyssbynge wytb 
an Angk, set in type by St John Homby and 
Meysey Turton ~ printed by tbe first.-named 
at the Asbmdme Press, SbeUey House, Cbel.­
sea in tbe year 1903 after tbe text of tbe Boke 
of St Albans 'mprynted at Westmestre by 
Wynkyn tbe Worde the yere of tbyncarnacion 
of our lorde MCCCClxxxxvi.' 
0 Tbis Edition consists of 150 copies on paper 
of wbicb 12 5 are for sale; and 2 5 copies on 
vellum of wbicb 20 are for salt. 
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